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• MIX day concert 
Canton is paying t r ibute to 

Martin Luther King Jr. by 
hosting a concert at the 
Canton Public Library at 6:30 
p.m. on Monday, Jan. 20, at 
the library. While Gov. 
Jennifer Granholm tr ies to 
unite the diverse elements of 
our state into "One 
Michigan," the l ibrary wil l 
present "One Voice," a con-
cert celebrating the area's 
diversity and King's memory. 
• "Vision," the Men's Glee 
Club f rom the Detroit High 
School for the Fine and 
Performing Arts, wil l open 
the concert at 6:30 p.m. The 
27-man group wil l per form 

*pop, spiritual and classical 
! selections under the direc-
t ion of Sheryl Valentine and 
wil l be accompanied by local 
pianist David Reynolds. 

"Vision" wi l l be fol lowed at 
7 p.m. by Frank Gaskin Jr., a 
mult i l ingual poet and world 
jazz guitarist, who wil l per-
fo rm a mixture of jazz, 
samba, African and funk 
styles. The event is free. The 
l ibrary is at 1200 S. Canton 
Center. For information, call 
(734) 397-0999. 

• Cleaning bouse 
If the lobby of the town-

ship administrat ion building 
looks something like a pub-
lisher's clearing house these 
days, it's just the result of 
the changing of the guard. 

•" Stacks of free state publi-
: cations line the'counter to 
the clerk's off ice, the recep-

; t ionist 's desk and book 
; shelves along the west wall. 

The publications range 
f rom the Michigan Open 

: Meetings Act to publications 
fo r children and teens, sen-

; ior citizens, consumers, vet-
erans - all on a variety of 

: topics. They're there because 
they all bear the sticker 
"State Senator Loren N. 
Bennett, 8 th District." 
. Bennett, who was term-
l imited out of his Senate seat 
and lost his bid for lieu-
tenant governor as Dick 
Posthumus' running mate, 
was cleaning house in 
Lansing. Or at least his staff 
was. "They must have sent us 
six to eight cartons (of the 
publications)," said Bennett's 
wife, Canton Township Clerk 
Terry Bennett. "They're here 
for people to come in and 
p ickup. " 

One of the publications, on 
the r ights and responsibil i-
t ies of young adults, is t i t led, 
appropriately, "Movin' On." 

• New officer 
Douglas Tull, 54, of Canton 

has jo ined the Canton Public 
Safety Department. 

He has been a reserve off i-
cer for f ive years and will now 
dispatch officers and f ire 
units, along with process pris-

' oners 

Douglas 'Hill 

respond 
to limited 
calls for 
service. 

"We 
believe 
Doug wil l 
make an 
excellent 

addi t ion to our staff, said 
Capt. Laura Goiles. "His expe-
rience as a reserve off icer • 
should help h im in his new 
duties." 

He worked in the auto 
industry for more than 20 
years before ret ir ing in ; 

PAUL HURSCHMANN | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

The Super Kmart on Ford Road in Canton is one o f 326 "under -pe r fo rm ing" stores on a l ist to be closed by the Kmart Corporat ion. 
Canton off ic ials wonder how long t he s tore wi l l remain empty. 

BY JACK GLADDEN 
S T A F F W R I T E R 

At 9 a.m. Wednesday the park-
ing lots at Sam's Club and Wal-
Mart on Ford Road were crowded, 
as usual. About a mile away, the 
Super Kmart lot was almost empty. 

A few shoppers roamed through 
the aisles of the store and a hand-
ful of sober-faced cashiers manned 
their registers waiting for cus-
tomers. 

Less than 24 hours after Kmart 
announced the closing of 326 
"under-performing" stores — 
including the Super Kmart on 

Ford Road — shopper Bill Brown 
of Garden City, emerging from the 
store, said, "It's pretty sad. It's pret-
ty dead in there. Not many people 
working, not many people shop-

The Canton store, which opened 
in late 1997, was the only Kmart 
targeted for closing in western 
Wayne County. 

But Canton Township 
Supervisor Tom Yack said he was-
n't surprised by the news. 

"I had heard that the lease was 
not a favorable lease," he said. "And 
the building is not your typical 
Super Kmart because of the 

think the company is shedding 
themselves of their recurring 
monthly costs." 

Both Yack and Greg Greene, a 
member of the Downtown 
Development Authority, expressed 
concern that the store might 
become the second "big box" to sit 
empty along Ford Road. 

The former HQ building near 
Mans Lumber has sat empty for a 
couple of years. 

"I heard that they were going to 
close a number of the metropolitan 
stores," 
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Tedd w i th daughter Sarah, 8, on a recent vacation in Arizona, 
Summer of 2002. 

Observer editor 
loses battle 
with cancer 

Schneider 

Greene named to replace Zarbo 
BY JACK GLADDEN 
S T A F F W R I T E R 

Greg Greene, a Canton resident 
and member of the Downtown 

Commission. 
Greene will fill out the term of 

Karl Zarbo, who was recently 
appointed to the township Board of 
Thistees, to fill a vacancy created 
when Trustee Phil LaJoy was elect-
ed to the state House of 
Representatives. 

"Obviously we all know Greg and 
are well aware of his involvement in 
the community," said township 
Supervisor Tom Yack in nominating 
Greene. 

"I think it's great," Greene said 
after the appointment was 
approved by the Board of Trustees. 
"I was elated that Tom chose to 
nominate me." 

The 51-year-old sales agent for 
AAA Michigan has been active in 
the community since he and his 
wife, Debi, moved here about 14 
years ago. 

In addition to serving on the 
DDA board (a position he will con-
tinue to hold), Greene is a member 
of the Canton Chamber of 
Commerce, serving on five subcom-

He is chairman of the Canton 
Council for Community Excellence, 
assistant chairman of the township's 
Leisure Services Advisory 
Committee and a board member of 
the Partnership for the Performing 
Arts and Humanities. 

PLEASE SEE GREENE, A S 

BY BRAD KADRICH 
S T A F F W R I T E R 

Tedd Schneider's heart 
was filled with his rela-
tionship with his wife 
and daughter, and his life 

was 
spent try-
ing to 
nurture 
the lives 

B of read-
ers in the 
commu-
nities in 
which he 
worked. 

On Tuesday, both were 
silenced as cancer 
claimed the life of 
Schneider, 44, the com-
munity editor of the 
Canton Observer. 

He'd been diagnosed in 
December. Though the 
battle was short-lived, it 
was hard-fought. 

"He loved his family," 
said his wife, Lori, "When 
he found out he had can-
cer, he vowed to take it 
one day at a time. When 
he found out from doc-

' tors he had only six 
months to live, he said, 'I 
don't know if I'm going to 
make it... I will always 
love you.'" 

Bora Dec. 19,1958, 
Schneider was graduated 
from Oak Park High 
School in 1977- He stud-
ied journalism at Wayne 
State University, covering 
sports for The South 
End. He joined The 
Jewish News as a staff 
writer and editorial 

i March 1979-
After leaving the 

'Jewish News, Schneider 
joined the Observer 
newspapers as a reporter. 
He worked in Garden 
City in January 1986. ' 
Schneider moved to 
Westland and, in 1991, to 
the reporting position in 
Livonia. He assumed his 
first post as a community 
editor for the Redford 
Observer in August 1995, 
and became the Canton 
community editor in 
January 1997-

"Tedd was a good man. 
When the seriousness of 
Tedd's illness became 
known, that's what I 
heard from everyone," 
said Hugh Gallagher, 
managing editor of the 
Observer newspapers. 
"He was an outstanding . 
community journalist, 
passionate about his 
work. He was a conscien-
tious, insightful editorial 
writer, one of the best. 
He was devoted to his 
wife and daughter. He 
was a good man and we'll 
miss him." 

During his 16 years 
with the Observer, 
Schneider had an ii 
not only on the 
about whom he wrote, 
but also on the people 
with whom he worked. 

"Tedd was my good 
buddy for many reasons. 
He was honorable, ethi-
cal, gentle, funny, charm-
ing and smart," said 
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runner raises 
BY JEFF COUNTS 
S T A F F W R I T E R 

A 35-year-old Canton 
man who is a three-time sur-
vivor of leukemia raised more 
than $6,000 Sunday by 
taking part in the Walt Disney 
World Marathon near Orlando, 
Ha. 

"I made it all the way," Scott 
DeVaney said. 

"It was awesome. I made it in 
six hours, three minutes and 14 
seconds. 

"It's not shabby for a 

first-timer," he added. 
"I paced it just right so 

my wife could see me at the 
check points and at the finish 
line." 

DeVaney wasn't a runner 
until June, 

He said he was "out of shape" 
and started with a few miles 
each day and worked himself up 
to an 18-mile run. 

"The weather was just 
perfect, in the fifties and sunny," 
he said. 

"I was running for cancer, not 
from it," he said. 

He was among 2,600 
runners on the Leukemia 
team, which raised about 
$9 million to help find a cure for 
people with blood cancer, 
including leukemia, 
Hodgkin's disease and non-
Hodgkin's lymphoma and 
myeloma. 

cancer since the age of 13, 
he was first diagnosed with 
leukemia. 

It's been a winning fight, he 
said, but there was a relapse 
when he was 18. 

He said he has received 
support from his wife, Beth, 
36, and his 6-year-old 
daughter. 

Friends and family from 
Canton and Garden City have 
also been a help. 

DeVaney, who works in 
sales at Ford Motor Co., has 
lived in Canton for two years, 
and previously lived in Garden 
City. 

The event at Disney World 
attracted about 22,000 runners. 
The event is celebrating its 10th 
anniversary. 

Scott DeVaney of Canton wi l l run a 
marathon on Sunday in Orlando, Fla., 
t o raise money to bat t le leukemia. He 
has been f ight ing the disease since he 

: ' * a s a teenager. 
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O&E wins 20 awards in SNA contest Police searching for 

shoe store robber 
The Observer & Eccentric 

Newspapers have won 20 
awards in the Suburban 
Newspapers of America 2002 
Editorial Contest. 

The annual contest covers 
the period Oct. 1,2001, 
through Sept 30,2002, and is 
open to community newspapers 
throughout the United States 
and Canada 

Each category is divided into 
different classes based a news-
paper's circulation. 

"To be honored with so many 
awards from Suburban 
Newspapers of America is a 
credit to the hard work and 
dedication of staff members," 
said Susan Rosiek, executive 
editor of The Observer & 

"We strive to publish the 
best community newspapers in 
the country and I'm honored 
and grateful that these 
SNA awards recognize 

our excellence in local journal-
ism. 

"The awards do more, how-
ever, than recognize what we've 
accomplished. They serve to 
energize our entire organiza-
tion to continue on our mission 
to provide the best in local 
news, features and sports in 
2003." 

The Livonia Observer shared 
first-place with The TVoy 
Eccentric Best Local Election 
Coverage. 

The papers were recognized 
for their coverage of the 2001 
local elections. 

Observer photographer Tom 
Hawley won first place for Best 
Feature Photograph for 
"Cheerleaders Puddle" in The 
Livonia Observer and third 
place for Best-Photojournalism 
for "The Shaw Brothers" which 
appeared in the Observer 
Community Life Section. 

Brad Emons, sports editor of 

Hie Livonia and Westland 
Observers, won first place for 
Best Sports Writing for "No 
Shocker; Baseball Coach 
Ambushed" 

The Farmington Observer 
Sports section took first place 
for Best Sports Section. Dan 
OTMeara is the editor of the sec-
tion. 

Joni Hubred, editor of The 
Farmington Observer, won first 
place for Best Editorial Writing 
and took a second place for 
Best Column Writing. 

Garden City Observer , 
reporter Leanne Rogers and 
Westland-Garden City 
Observer editor Sue Mason 
won second place for Best 
Breaking News Story for their 

on meningitis in the 

First place Clarkston 
Eccentric for Best News Photo. 

Second place Clarkston 
Eccentric for Best Special 
Section. 

Third place Clarkston 
Eccentric for Best 
Entertainment Lifestyle 
Section. 

Second place Clarkston • 
Eccentric for Best Editorial 

Other O&E awards were: 
First place Southfield 

Eccentric for Best In-Depth 
Reporting. 

First place Rochester 
Eccentric for Best Sports 
Writing. 

Second place Wayne Peal, 
editor of The Rochester 
Observer, for column writing. 

Second place TVoy Eccentric 
for Best In-Depth Reporting. 

Third place Troy Eccentric 
for Best Editorial Page. 

Third place Oxford Eccentric 
for Best Sports Photo. 

Honorable mention 
Birmingham Eccentric for Best 
Sports Section. 

, Police are searching for a sus-
pect in the aimed robbery of 
Payless Shoe Store on Ford 
Road. 

A man, described as a black 
male in his mid-30s, about 5-
feet-10 inches tall with a medi-

Township approves new restaurants 
BY JACK GLADDEN 
STAFF WRITER 

Canton's Board of Trustees 
approved two projects Tuesday 

of lengthy discussion at earlier 
Planning Commission meet-
ings. The board approved a spe-
cial land use request for a com-
bination Wendy's/Tim Horton's 
restaurant on Ford Road at the 
site of the old Sagebrush store 
in front ofMeijer. 

The 5,312-square-foot build-
ing would house both restau-
rants with separate drive-
throughs but a combined din-
ing area. 

As part of the plan the 
north entrance to the 
Sagebrush site would be closed 
and the north Meijer 
entrance/exit on Canton Center 
Road would be restricted to 
right turns only. 

The all brick building has 
been designed specifically for 

this location in Canton. It will 
be similar in design to the new 
TCF Bank at Ford and Canton 
Center. 

The board also approved a 
site plan for expansion of 
Crescent Academy at Palmer 

The plan is for a two-story 
expansion of the existing build-
ing, which would result in the 
removal of portable classrooms 
now in use. 

The 51,767-square-foot 

addition would house class-
rooms and a library, among 
other things. Rooms will also 
be added for a daycare opera-
tion. Planners approved the 
proposal with the provision 
that 29 additional parking 
places marked as "future" be 
added immediately, since park-
ing at the academy during 
prayer services has been an 
issue in the past. 

jgiaddenioe.homecomm.net | (734) 459-2700 

DO YOU SMOKE? OR HAVE YOU QUIT? 
. 

Either way , you may be abie to be a part of an 

important lung screening study for healthy men 

and w o m e n between the ages o f 55 and 

tMvmitf eUUefe ' KwMiSntea v J 

The University of Michigan Health Systehi is looking for volunteers for the National Lung Screening Trial 

(NLST), Smoking puts men and women at risk for lung cancer. NLST is comparing spiral CT scans to chest X-

rays to find out if one is more effective than the other at lowering lung cancer deaths. 

For more information, please call UMHS Cancer Center Answerline at 1-800-865-1125 M-F, 9-4:30, messages accepted after hours 
or the Cancer Information Service at 1-800-4-CANCER (1-800-422-6237). 

Nat iona l Cancer inst i tute. Nat iona l inst i tutes o f Heal th, Depa r tmen t o f Heal th a n d H u m a n Services 

Enjoy free-time 
and free checking with S " C I U u 

from Community Federal Credit Union. 

COP CALLS 
! 

um build, wearing a waist-
length fiir coat, black tennis 
shoes and a black cloth on his 
head entered the store about 8 
p.m. Friday, Jan. 10, a demanded 
money. 

Police reports said the suspect 
had a small black handgun that 
he waved at a pair of store 
clerks. 

One of the clerks gave the 
man an undisclosed amount of 
cash and he quickly left the 
store. A clerk told police a light- . 
colored newer vehicle pulled up 
in front of the store and picked 
the man up. The vehicle then 
headed westbound. 

No injuries were reported in 
the incident 

with information is 
to call Canton Police at 

(734) 394-5400. 
It was the second time it 

about two months that the store 
was the target of a robbery. 

On Nov. 13 a man entered the 
store and showed the clerk a 
note that said, "This is a robbery. 
Give me all the money in the 
safe and no one will get hurt" 

He ordered the clerks into the 
back room before leaving the 
store. 

According to Canton Police 
Sgt Todd Mutchler the suspect 
in the same incident was 
described as a black male about 
30 years old and 5-feet-i0-inch-
es tall. 

ATTEMPTED BREAK-IN 

A resident of the 1400 block 
of South Lotz Road told police 
she left her home about 9 p.m. 
on Jan. 11 and when she 
returned at 7:30 a.m. Jan. 12 the 
glass on her back door was 
ken. 

Police release a drawing of a suspect 
In the robbery of a Payless Shoe 
Store on Ford Road in Canton. The 
man is described as a black male in 
his mid-30s, about 5-feeMO-inches 
tall wi th a medium build. 

Upon examination she 
discovered that the area around 
the lock had been carved out 
and the lock on the floor of the 
landing. Nothing appeared to be 
missing from the house. 

TREES CUT 

A Queen Anne resident 
reported to police on Jan. 12 
that 10 trees on his property had 
been cut. 

He said it was the second time 
this has happened. The tree 
trunks were not cut all t i e way 
through, but damage was esti-
mated at $3,000. 

CAR BREAK-IN 

A Canton resident told police 
she left work in the 39000 block 
of Joy Road about 5:15 p.m. on 
Jan. 11 and discovered the dri-
ver's side window of her car bro-

A wallet and cell phone were 
taken from the center console. 

CLOTHES STOLEN 

An Ohio resident told police 
on Jan. 10 between 7:15 

am. and 5:15 p.m. someone 
entered his extended stay hotel 
room in the 2000 block of North 
Haggerty and stole several items 
of clothing. 

The clothes were valued at 
more than $5d0. ,!i ! r 
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Hands 08 Center For 3 

WATCH YOUR BACK! 
1 T h e r a p y 

People w i th back pair 
inadvertently changing 

| they use their muscles in 
I to protect thei r backs, in the 

process, they may be introducin 

ries experienced tw ice as much 
! twist ing force and Vb t imes as 

' i compressive force o n their 
;s as hea l thy ind iv iduals 

. -.i per forming the same tasks 
! (such as l i f t ing). The reason c i ted 
1 for this di f ference was that peo-
p le w i t h back pa in guard the 
injured area by using more than 

• the muscles required. Moreover, 
I those extra muscies are not nec-

essarily work ing in concert. Wi th 

th is in m ind , physical therapy 
the way shou ld i nc lude ins t ruc t ion o n 

relearning to use muscles natu-

At fempt ing to come to terms 
wi th an injury w i thout benefit of 
advice f rom a physical therapist 

. can work against you. N o w that 
many insurance companies cover 
the cost of physical therapy, why 
not ask your physician for a refer-
ral to the HANDS O N CENTER 
FOR PHYSICAL THERAPY. To 
schedule a consultation w i th one ; 

our experienced physical and i 
, please 

n 
massage therapists, please ca l l 
455-8370. You'll find our state-of-
the-ar t fac i l i t i es conveniently 
located in Plymouth, at 650 South 
Ma in Street. Early morn ing and 
evening treatment hours available. 

PS. Injured people abo tend to UR objects ime skmty, aft/eft i 
the length of torn the spine mast endure extra forces. 

Community Federal has developed e-Ctub Checking to make banking 
more affordable and convenient Wi th e - C M you receive many free 
products and services when you agree to utilize electronic channels 
for routine t ransac t ions " Think of i t - enjoy the freedom of 24-hour 
ATMs, D i rec t Dial 24 and WebPB Internet Banking and you' l l be 
rewarded wi th f ree checking and much, much more. 

Rest assured, 'rf you need to open an account, apply for a loan, purchase 
Travelers Cheques or ask a question about you account our off ices 
are stil l available to y o u - f r e e of charge. Just use electronic channels 
for the day to day stuff. 

If you live or work in Plymouth, Canton, Northville or Novi you can 
belong. Call today and start enjoying the benefits of membership. 

CaatMCMimnHyJHlK 

I 

( A i m m u n i u 

' • k ' d c m l 

B-Club Checking account benefits include: 

' ^ e e Basic Checking Accoun t w i th Unlimited Check Wri t ing 

* Free ATM/VISA Check Card 

* Free Foreign ATM Transact ions 

* Free Direct Dial 24 Telephone Banking 

* Free WebPB Internet Banking 

* Free Bil l Payment Service 

•Free Direct Deposit 

* Free Travelers Cheques 

For more information 

call (734) 453-1200 

or (877) YES-CFCU toll free 

www.cfcu.org 

* ! 0 . 0 0 monthly service fee is waived If electronic channe l s are used for 
alt rout ine banking transactions. Routine t ransact ions include depos i t s , 
wi thdrawals , loan payments and t r ans fe r s be tween accounts . ' 

QBQZ3 Accounts federally insured to $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 by t h e NCUA, a n a g e n c y 
of t h e U.S. g o v e r n m e n t . For m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n , p l e a s e r e q u e s t a 
NCUA "Your I n s u r e d f u n d s " b r o c h u r e . Equal H o u s i n g Lender . 
© 2 0 0 3 Communi ty Fedtral Credit Union 

Registration 

F a r Boys mdiBMs A g e s 4-18 as of 
Jan. 1,2003 forSoftball 

July 31,2003 for Teeball 
All playere must be residents of Plymouth, Canton or the PCCS school 

district and must present a copy of birth certificate and proof of residency 
ie or registering, 
ec. leagues. Travel te 
! NON-REFUNDABLE. 

team fees are; higher. 
at time 

Fees range from $75-110 for rec. 
All fees are N' 

Payments made to CCJBSA in cash, MO, or check. 

Registration Dates: 
Jan. 18,2003 9am-3 pm Saturday 
Feb. 8,2003 9 am-3 pm Satin " 

Febr19,2003 6 pm-9 pm 

Summit in the Park-Main Ballroom 
46000 Summit Pky. Canton, Ml 

For further information call 394-5489 and Leave Message 
ForTeeball and Coach-Pitch 981-3007-Chrls Ange! 

For potential JV and Varsity Bali Players: 
There will be a sign-up sheet at registration. You will be placed on a team 

after your school season has ended. No registration fee at this time. 

Visit the Observer online at 
www.observerandeccentric.com 

http://www.observerandeccentric.com
http://www.cfcu.org
http://www.observerandeccentric.com
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Late drama teacher 
was well-respected 
by her students 
BY HEATHER NEEDHAM 
STAFF WRITER 

Friends and family are 
mourning the death of a long-
time Wayne-Westland teacher, 
who in recent months switched 
gears 
drama to Canton seniors. 

Simonne M. "Otto" Grzesik^ 
57, of Canton died Friday, Jan. 
10. Services were Tuesday at St. 
Mary Catholic Church with the 
Rev. Jack Baker officiating and 
burial following at Michigan 
Memorial Park, 

Grzesik began her teaching 
career in 1968 at Stevenson 
Middle School in Westland, 
where she taught English until 
the mid 1980s. Then, she trans-
ferred to John Glenn High 
School, where she began teach-
ing drama and English. 

She retired in 1995 - the 
same year as her husband, 
Richard, who was an instru-
mental music teacher in the 
Wayne-Westland Community 
Schools. 

Outside of school, Grzesik 
was involved with community 
theater - both with Stage Four 
Wayne Community Theatre 
and the Wayne Library 
Theatre. t 

As drama teacher, Grzesik 
was at the helm of all the school 
plays. She ran a very tight ship, 
according to Sheri Grove, a for-
mer student and current 
English/drama teacher at 
Glenn. She took over Grzesik's 
old job. 

"She was very, very strict, but 
in a very constructive way," 
Grove said. "She demanded a 
lot of her students, but as a 
result, the students respected 
her - and the productions were 

'She demanded a lot of her 

students, but as a result, the 

students respected her-and 

the productions were very 
rtli f>n n n nfriii t 
successful. 
Sheri Grove 
former student 

Grzesik's mantra with her 
students was "no excuses" 

"You had to be at rehearsal, 
you could not imss/1 Grove said. 
"We were all taught a great deal 
not only about theater, but 
about life." 

Grzesik's favorite production 
was the comedy, You Can't 
Take it With Fou, which fea-
tured a young girl's courtship 
with a more well-to-do beau 
amid the backdrop of her dys-
functional family. 

In 1989, Grove starred as 
Alice Sycamore in the produc-
tion, which was directed by 
Grzesik. 

"Directing was definitely her 

5," Grove said. 
The drama department at 

Glenn is deciding whether to 
stage "You Can't Tkke it With 
You" this spring in Grzesik's 
memory. 

Grzesik was born Dec. 30, 
1946 in Detroit. She is survived 
by her husband, Richard; par-
ents Paul and Simonne Lada; 
and siblings Steven C. (Karen) 
Lada, Patricia Lada and Mary 
(Dan) Colton. 
5 Preceding Mrs. Grzesik in 
death were sister Gabrielle 
(Tom) Harrison and brother 
Joseph Lada. 

A small group of Canton sen-
iors learned some of drama's 
finer points from Grzesik in a 
class at Summit on the Park 
senior center. Madeline 
Carpenter, site manager for the 
center's nutrition program, was 
one of about eight people in the 
class. 

In one way, Grzesik seemed 
to retain her old habits as a 
high school teacher, according 
to Carpenter. 

"She did have us doing home-
work every night," she said. "It 
was kind of a shock. A lot of us 
said, 'Gee, I wasn't expecting 
homework.'" 

Their "homework" assign-
ments consisted of preparing 
skits, pantomimes and improvi-
sationai pieces. 

Some of the more 
reserved and withdrawn "stu-
dents" weren't as comfortable 
with the class as others, 
Carpenter said. Others, like 

were old hands at 

previously performed in skits 
and other capacities at the sen-
ior center. 

"It was fira," Carpenter said. 
"It was a very interesting class." 

hneedhamioe.homecomm.net 

{734)953-2104 

CDN UP TO $100 
FOR PLAYING AT CASINO WINDSOR 

* 

Join the Club from nam w r t l F e b r a a y 2 8 * 2003. On the 

day you join - play any denomination slot/video machine and 

you will be reimbursed 5 0 % of your losses up to a maximum of . 

$ 1 0 0 " For example, if you lose $ 8 0 " " you will receive a 

S0% refund or $400 M I . 

Membership in the Players Prestige'" Club is FREE. Depending 

upon your level of play, you may also earn imitations to 

special events and parties, gift shop discounts and many other 

promotional offers. No other Casino rewards you so generously 

for your loyalty! , 

To join, visit any Players Prestige Booth at Casino Windsor or for 

Gil 1 -800-991 .7777 . 

CASINO ^INDSOR 
M o r a o f what you'ro looking/ fori 

Offer available to new Plajws Prestige Club members and vaJtd on day d eraofcwni, excludes mctacoach customers, 
losses r«irrtx.*wi based on a gaiwg day and ddwdsstearcursol cons wagtred less the totel anwitcfMS pad » i 

induing handed jadpots. Min. rewfcursement $5 Cat. and m». JlOOCdn. Must be 19 years of age or <fef. VaM 
gowmem-ssued photo 10 must be presented to join the %era Presage Club Void where prohibited Winter Casino [Med 
feseves tl* sight to canal a alter this pogram wtfeut notice at any tin*, wvw.caiixwinds3tcam. Go M FiA Not For 

Broke. Hay ftesparaWy. t-818-230-3505 Ontario Probtea Gambling Helpline. 

: Looking for a new recipe? 
Read the Taste section in Sunday's Observer. 

PAUL HURSCHMANN/OBSERVER 

An egret maintains a vigil at a pond near Beck and Cherry Hill roads in Canton. 
Egrets feed on fish and other aquatic life found in bodies of water, but the 
iced-over pond wasn't the most productive place. 

Conservation group 
holds dinner to raise 
money for game habitat 

Canton Township was 
once one of the prime areas 
in the state for pheasant 
hunting, and the 
Washtenaw County Chapter 
of Pheasants Forever is hold 
a fund raising event to help 
increase habitat for the 
gaitie bird. 

The conservation group is 
holding its 15th annual fund 
raising banquet from 5:30 
p.m.-10:30 p.m. on 
Saturday, Feb. 22] at the 
Saline Farm Council 
Grounds at 5055 Saline-
Ann Arbor Road from 5:30 
P.M. Dinner starts at 7 p.m. 
Tickets are available on a 
first come-first served basis, 
and are strictly limited to 
400. 

Reserved tables of 10 are 
available. 

The price for a single 
adult ticket is $50, and a 
couple's ticket will cost $ 75. 
Children, age 6 and older, 

Children's tickets 
are $25, and include a 1 
year membership to the 
Pheasants Forever youth 
program, Ringnecks, 
according to Jim Schaeffer, 
a spokesperson for the 

Pheasant's Forever, the 
nation's largest upland 
wildlife conservation organ-
ization, has 40 chapters in 
Michigan. Current mem-
bership stands at over 
7,000, making Michigan 
one of the largest in the 
nation. 

The money raised by the 
chapter remains in the . 
Washtenaw County area. 
These funds are used to 
assist private landowners, 
farmers, government 
wildlife management agen-
cies and other wildlife 
enthusiasts in the develop-
ment and/or restoration of 
wildlife habitat Projects 
involve wetland restora-
tions,'wildlife and soil ero-
sion filter strips, develop-
ment of pheasant nesting 
cover, food and cover 
plots, tree and shrub plant-
ing for shelterbelts, as well 
as sponsoring conservation 
education workshops for 
teachers. 

Chapters work with the 
U.S. Department of 
Agriculture's Farm Service 
Agency and Natural 
Resources and 
Conservation Service 

A Silent Auction and sev-
eral Merchandise Raffles 
will run continuously 
throughout the night. A 
Live Auction will feature 
many one-of-a-kind items, 
including limited edition 
artwork and sculptures, a 
La-Z-Boy recliner and even 
a puppy! 

The chapter shares the 
costs with other entities on 
habitat improvement proj-

For more information contact Jim 
Shaeffer, PO Box 652, Saline, Ml 
48176-0652; phone, 800-298-9987, 
Fax; 734-741-9528; e-mail 
info@washtenawpf.org 

THINKING ABOUT 

FRF . * ES 

( 7 3 4 ) C * ? ' " 3 3 0 
Our 28th Year! 

UNITED TEMPERATURE 
8919 MIDDLEBELT* LIVONIA 

Fibromyalgia? 
REDFORD - A new, free report has recently been released that 
reveals the "untold story" behind fibromyalgia pain. Fibromyalgia 
misdiagnosis and mistreatment is rampant and leads to countless 
years of unnecessary suffering. This free report reveals a natural 
procedure that is giving fibromyalgia sufferers their "lives back" - with 
"miraculous" results for many. If you suffer from fibromyalgia you need 
this no B.S., no "gimmicks" free report that is giving hope to 
fibromyalgia sufferers everywhere. For your free copy: call toll-free 1-
888-722-8271 24 hr. recorded message. 

net 
Sears is now the exclusive national retailer 
for Carrier heating and cooling systems 

Now at 
Sears! 

0% Financing 
until July 2003" on select 
central heating & cooling 
systems by Carrier or Kenmore* 

EfSave up to 40% on annual 
heating & cooling costs" 

Satisfaction Guaranteed 
or Your Money Back" 

0 " Ask about Sears Price Match Plus1 

Call for a free in-home estimate on a new system. 
HURRY! Limited time offer. Call today! 

266-4268 
• 0% financing until July 2003 on select Kenmore and Carrier 2-staga 80% AFUE and atxw ami healing systems 

Rales may vary. MWmum monsftfy FINANCE CHARGE of up to $1, tf any (s due. tssusd by Sfssra National Bar* Ri 
January 25,2003 

" ENERGY STAR* estimates Bias ENERGY STAR qualified heating and cootog equipment, stftwi property sized and totalled, can 

t See heating 4 cooling specialist lor details. 

sect 12-1S SEER oattrsl air conditioning system wtwi you use ya? Sears Card,4 with feed 
Ps&Jst am terms appfy after the 0% period. Not appfcabS to prior purchases. This offer Is res vaW In 

APRj » t o 24.90* a 

my otfier offers. Offer 
) 10-40% I costs. Energy eSBetency may vsry depending on your home. S® site ssssciate to detail). 

The 

assedatfs. other mm ml mstUtetwn performs by Sears-Authorized itaswd contractors; addittanai Sears ten® Information available upon mm$t system sales m! irS&TwaSs m 

' U PEP OH08069073 

Only Sears sells Carrier and Kenmore heating & cooling systems. 
Wiinro cist1? 

http://www.observerandeccentric.com
mailto:info@washtenawpf.org
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15% Store wide, 10% on Furniture 
January 15 - January 21 

. There's no better time to create a warm and inviting home. 

. Beautiful furniture, luxurious fabrics and beautifully tailored accessories 

will give your "cabin" a whole new-look. During Calico Corners January Sale, 

it's easy to bring style to your home and enjoy fabulous savings too! 

-Offer excludes custom labor services and prior purchases. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 

CALICO CORNERS 

BLOOMFIEID HILLS 
1933 S. Telegraph Rd, 

(North of Square Lake Rd.) 
(248)332-5 " 

.City Center Plaza 
25875 Novi Rd. 
{248)347-4188 

ST. CLAiR SHORES 
23240 Mack Ave. 

(South of Nine Mile) 
(586) 775-0078 

OKEMOS 
Central Park Place 

5100 Marsh Rd. 
(517)347-1502 

V i s i t o u r w e b s i t e a t www.caiicocorners.com. 

EDITOR 
FROM PAGE A1 

health writer Renee Skoglund. 
"He liked a good joke and he 
liked cheeseburgers with bacon. 
He was my first friend when I 
started working for the paper 
several years ago. I sat across 
from Tedd and we'd exchange 
M & Ms' and story ideas. I'll 
dearly miss his insight, his 
laugh and his friendship" 

Schneider's particular gift 
was editorial writing, for which 
he was frequently honored by 
professional organizations. 

His insightfulness was 
counted on as the Observer 
developed its editorial direc-
tion. Under his guidance, the 
Canton Observer won many 
awards. 

The Suburban Newspaper 
Association honored him in 
1999 with first-place awards for 
local election coverage and in-
depth reporting for "A Report 
on the District Court," a project 
Schneider coordinated for all 
Observer newspapers. He also 
won second-place honore that 
same year for his editorial wnt-

... SNA recognized his lead' 
ership again in 2001, when the 

Canton Observer placed second 
for General Excellence. He won 
another editorial writing award 
in 2002, this time a third-place 
finish in the Michigan Press 
Association's Better Newspaper 
Contest 

"Tedd's warmth, humor and 
professionalism will be missed 
by all of us at the Observer & 
Eccentric Newspapers," said 
Susan Rosiek, executive editor 
of the O&E. "He was a wonder-
ful column writer and an excel-
lent editor. He cared deeply 
about the people and issues in 
Canton." 

It was that kind of support 
that touched his family. 

"I knew he was a wonderful 
and gifted writer, but I learned 
after talking to co-workers how 
good he was at his job as a 
manager," said his brother, 
David. "He was a greathus-. 
band, brother, spouse and 
father." 

Schneider was involved in 
the community he covered. He 
was a member of the Plymouth 
Kiwanis, worked closely with 
the Canton Chamber of 
Commerce and with the 
Canton Community 
Foundation. 

"I appreciated Tedd's 
gentle, open-minded, caring 

professionalism," said Cjnton 
Community Foundation 
President Joan Noricks, "It 
really crossed over when he 
t a l k e d a b o u t h i s f a m i l y . H e 
really loved his wife and daugh-
ter, and I think he really loved 
what he did as a newspaper-
man. 

He is survived by his wife, 
Lori, and 8-year-old daughter," 
S a r i , of Farmington Hills; 
parents, Howard and Fran 
Schneider; brother, David 
(Dahlia Ronen) Schneider of 
Vernon Hills, 111.; sisters, 
Judith (Paul) Madarasz of 
Tucson, Ariz., and Ruth Ann 
(Michael) Williams of 
Southfield; nieces and nephews 
Hope ana lsaueua, ouiuciuct, 
Max and Brianna Hamilton 
and Kevin and Ilyssa Beltzman. 

Contributions maybe made 
to the National Kidney 
Foundation, 2350 S. Huron 
Parkway, Ann Arbor, MI 48104, 
or the Karmanos Cancer 
Institute, 24601 Northwestern 
Highway, Southfield, MI 
48075. 

Interment at Clover Hill Park 
Cemetery in Birmingham. 
Services and arrangements by 
Hebrew Memorial Chapel. 

bkacirichioe.homecomm.net i (734) 459-2700 

MAKE A DIFFERENCE 
B E A H O M E CARE & HOSPICE OF MICHIGAN VOLUNTEER 

I f you can hold a hand, read a book or just sit with someone and Usten, you can begin a 
.wonderful, rewarding journey as a Home Care & Hospice of Michigan, Ann Arbor, volunteer. 

By sharing your time, energy, and expertise, you can help the patients and families served by 

Home Care &C Hospice of Michigan to live life to the fullest. 

Volunteers receive a total of 12 hours of training. 

THE NEXT TRAINING SESSION IS: 

Tuesday, January 21—5:30 p.m. until 8:30 p.m. 

Saturday, January 25 - 9:30 a.m. until 2:30 p.m. 

Saturday, February 1 - 9:30 a.m. until 2:30 p .m (lunch provided on Saturdays) 

T R A I N I N G T A K E S P L A C E AT: 

Home Care & Hospice of Michigan (formerly Individualized Hospice) 

2090 S. Main, Ann Arbor 

T O BECOME A VOLUNTEER: 0 „ . f 

Contact Sherry Wagenknecht, Volunteer Services Manager of Home Care & Hospice or 

at 734-769-4212 or email swagenkn@hom.org. 

I of Washtenaw County and its surrounding areas, 
, Canton. Plymouth and Northville. 

Home Care Sc Hospice of Michigan ser-
ine! uding Belleville, 

Hospice of Michigan, the noa-p.oB, h o , p i c in Michigan o n . o f t S L " " 
comprehensive, compassionate care to people-who are terminally ill.and support to their families. 

The organization serves more than 9,000 patients a year i the! 

Picture yourself enjoying the 
deepest, most satisfying sleep 
you've ever dreamed possible. 
Imagine sleeping on a new bed 
from your choice of two of the 
finest bedding brands, Sealy and 
Stearns & Foster. Each brand offers 
you the combination of the latest 
mattress technology and a long 
her i tage of . handcraf ted 
workmanship. Come in today and 
you'll soon find there is no better 
way to sleep. All Sealy snd 
S t e a r n s & F o s t e r N o w 
Win te r Sale Pr iced! 

VOU DUCK*! A STEAtNS » FOSTU 

Pasture p«B<? Support OntrftanSesfc 

S a v e A n 1 X T R A 10'V O f f The* S a l e 

I ' r i c e O f Al l S t e a r n s & F o s t e r M a t t r e s s S e t s , 

" inancing Avai lable u p to 12 M O N T H S N O IN I I'.Rl'.S 1 

F R E E Delivery, S e t - U p & Remova l of O l d B e d d i n g 

® W e A r e Your Factory Tra ined Special is ts 

fine furniture 

240 North Main Street • PLYMOUTH • (734) 459-1300 
Mon.,Thufs.,Fri. 10-9 • Tues.,Wed.,Sat. 10-6 •Sun. 1-5 

: Wxth Credit Approval, Minimum Payments Apply • See us for additional details 
•Offer ends 1/31/03 •www.walkerbuzenberg.com 

gran qfope n i ng 
s D e c i a l s ! 

C h a . ' c e r O n e B a n k is c&ebrat ing 

the opening of our new banking center 
located in P lymouth Township* 

Stop in between 
January IS - February 8,2003 
and take advantage of our 
Grand Opening 
Specials. 

guaranteed throû i 5/28/03 

checking mmm 
gianntsed through 5/28/03 

Account And Get Afl Of This 

FREE!' 

Grand Opening Celebration 
January 15 - February 8 ,2003 

Grand Prize Drawings: 
Sony D V D H o m e Enter ta inment System 

'• One entry per person. Complete Sweepstote Rules and prtze details posted en emiy boxes. 

Located a t 44815 Five Mil© Road 
Plymouth Township, Ml 48170 

734-254-9220 

CHARTER ONE' 
BANK 

M Member FDIC 

~ £ S = w 5 S 3 S £ = = £ = = : 

oc^tefertcetoc^^ac^^ot^mfi aaveras« _ a / CUje^s^(^^0rd^^i^fetvwG>wearawrtraies 

tamtam 
' ^Annual 

Minimum 
is below 

phnlsava&UefbrperrardKĈ  
tThe Gold Megaftawrds monthly cad fee & waived for 

card rim or more dmes each statement q d e for purchases at bodons that accept MasterCanl and/or point of safe 

STAR or Gnus® logos. 

o p « * $ balance to open d a ; 

PrMege GoWJhe card fee Is also waived if you use your 
die MasterCard®, Maestro®, 

L POP 0608063083 

http://www.observerandeccentric.com
http://www.caiicocorners.com
mailto:swagenkn@hom.org
http://www.walkerbuzenberg.com
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Plymouth Kmart avoids axe 
BY BRAD KAOmCH 

STAFF WRITER 

Plymouth residents aren't 
going to have to go elsewhere to 
find their blue light specials 
after all. 

In a move that surprised 
many, Kmart Corp. left the 
Plymouth Township store, 
located at Ann Arbor Road and 
Haggerty, off of the list of more 
than 300 potential closings it 
released Tuesday afternoon. 

Speculation started weeks 
ago when rumors began that 
Kmart would be closing hun-
dreds of stores, that the 
Plymouth Township location 
would be one of them. The 
rumors were further fueled 
when the owner of the building, 
Dan Arnold, speculated in 
Crain's Detroit Business about 
Kmart's future in Plymouth 
Township after the store 
appeared on a list of 490 possi-
ble closings. 

But Arnold, and others in the 
township, got a pleasant sur-
prise Tuesday when it was 
revealed the Plymouth location 
would remain open. 

"We're very pleased they feel 
this is a money-maker," said 
Arnold, president of Arnold 
Associates, Inc. in West 
Bloomfield. "They've been there 
for more than 30 years, so that 
may have been a reason they 

"We're had a number of peo-

ple who have shown interest 

in the building if it were to be 

vacated.' 
Dan Arnold 
building owner 

wanted to stay there. Plymouth 
is a viable area." 

Kmart announced Tuesday it 
was closing 13 Michigan loca-
tions, including the Super 
Kmart at Ford and Haggerty in 
Canton Township. 

Plymouth customers, partic-
ularly those who live in the sur-
rounding neighborhood, are 
happy their local Kmart will 
still be a shopping option. 

"I like Kmart, and I like the 
Super Kmart for the groceries," 
said Nancy Bowerman of 
Plymouth Township, a 
Bradbury resident who said she 
shops Kmart frequently. "I fig-
ure they want to build out on 
the corner (at Haggerty), and 
they think it'll draw a lot of 
traffic." 

Plymouth Township resident 
Teri Hernandez said she shops 
at the local Kmart at least once 
a week. She's also happy it'll 
remain open. 

KURT 
FROM PAGE A1 

"and I was hoping that Canton's 
was not among them. The first 
thing I thought was, 'We don't 
need another empty big box on 
Ford Road.'" 

Greene said he was afraid the 
newest round of store closings 
marked the beginning of the 
end for the troubled company. 

"When you close stores that 
obviously have a lot of traffic in 
them like the Canton store," he 
said, "I think what you're saying 
is, We're going... we're dying.'" 

While Greene said he didn't 
think the recent openings of 
Wal-Mart and Sam's Club had 
much to do with the decision to 
close the Canton store, some 
shoppers weren't so sure. 

Michael Graney of 
Canton, who said he wasn't 
a regular shopper at Kmart 
but was in the store Wednesday 
looking for some computer 
software, said he thought 
competition was a big 
factor. 

"They opened Wal-Mart and 
Sam's Club down the street," he 
said. "And I think Meijer is a 
big competitor." 

And a statement issued by 
Kmart regarding the closures, 
included this sentence: 
"Strategic considerations 
included an analysis of the 
competitive environment in 
local and regional markets, dis-
tance from distribution centers 
and the location and number of 
other Kmart stores in the mar-
ket" 

But that didn't make sense to 
Beverly Forsyth of Plymouth, 

who said she shops at Canton's 
Super Kmart pretty often, 
despite the fact that the Big 
Kmart on Ann Arbor Road in 
Plymouth is closer to where she 
lives. 

"The Plymouth store doesn't 
have as much to offer as this 
one," she said. "I didn't think 
they would close this one. I 
remember when this one 
opened and as soon as it 
opened I .was down here." 

Canton Planner Jeff Goulet 
also cited competition as a pos-
sible factor in the closing. 

"I think everyone was a little 
bit surprised" he said, "but with 
Wal-Mart and Target and all 
the competitors..." 

A display inside the store 
Wednesday morning was 
tinged with a bit of irony. Just 
inside the door, a counter was 
loaded with unsold Christmas 
decorations, candy canes and 
other festive items. 

And under the sign 
reading "70 percent off" a 
box of Christmas decorations 
proclaimed "Happy 
Holidays." 

jgladden@oe.homecomm.net J (734) 459-2700 

1000's OF TOYS, 
DOLLS & ACTIVITIES 

TOY 
SALE 
SAVE 20% 
EVERY ITEM UNDER $50 

OR ON ANY 2 ITEMS 
In-Slock Items Only Thru 2/1/03 

tx,,. 

In Memory Of 
Dr. Martin Luther King 

The Dittrich Family will donate 
• a portion of a]I sales to the 

College Fund /UNCF 
(January 15th - January 20th) 

Save Up To 50% 

FURS 

Finance Charge 
\ \ WAIVED* ' 

109 Years, 5 Generations 

PvmQBZ QueOfkl For Dittrich Furs' Extended Payment Plan 

Dittrich'sSilverMedal\ f Ditirich'sBronzeMedatS 

Natural Female 

Ranch Mink Coats 
From $4,297 

Female Mink Coats 
Ranch & Mahogany 

E ' 
From 

Detroit Only! 
( 3 ! 3 ) 8 7 3 - 8 3 Q 0 « 7 3 7 3 T h i r d A v e . 

Thursday. 10am-8:30pm Saturday: iOam-8:30pm 
Friday. lQam-6 pm Sunday. Noon-Spin 

Monday: 10am-8:30pm 
Apply, 

"The pharmacists here are 
reat," Hernandez said. 
"I live close by, so it's very 

convenient." 
Kmart has a lease for the 

Ann Arbor Road site that runs 
another 20 years. Arnold said 
he'd be more than happy to 
have Kmart live out that lease, 
but he did say the property 
drew interest from other 
sources while rumors were still 
swirling. 

"We've had a number of peo-
ple who have shown interest in 
the building if it were to be : 
vacated," Arnold said. 

"There's no question it's been 
a very tenuous time for us, not 
knowing whether they'd stay or 
leave." 

Plymouth Township 
Supervisor Steve Mann 
read the report in Crain's, and 
was surprised when the 
announcement came Tuesday 
afternoon, and the Plymouth 
Township location wasn't on 
the list. 

"Of course it's a good thing," 
Mann said. 

"We're pleased that 
Kmart will continue to be a 
presence in the township. Many 
of our local residents rely on 
them, especially nearby resi-
dents who walk there on a reg-
ular basis." . 

DID YOU KNOW... 

• In colonial time, apples 
were called winter bananas or 
melt-in-the-mouth? 

• The "Help Me Make It 
Through The Day" page of our 
Internet Branch includes win-
ter travel advisories from the 
Michigan State Police, plus a 
wind chill index from the 
National Weather Service? 

• Apples are a member of 
the rose family? 

• The first Winter Olympics 
took place at Chamonix, France 
on Jan. 25,1924 with 16 
nations participating? 

• You can use our Internet 
Branch's new Special 
Multimedia Collection on 
Washington D, C. to plan your 
next trip to the nation's capital? 

WEB WATCH 

Check out these new Web 

www.firstworldwar.com 

AT THE LIBRARY 
Swww.thriftdeluxe.com 
• www.legacy-project.org 
• www.getthatgig.com 
• www.lssu.edu/banished 

NEW CD'S 

• "Jazz Is A Spirit" - Terrie 
Lynne Carrington 

• "Clone" - Leo Kottke & 
Mike Gordon 

• "Back In the U.S.: Live 
1001"-Paul McCartney 

• "Platinum Collection" -
Queen 

• "Up!" - Shania Twain 
• "Encore" - Russell 

Watson 

NEW CHILDREN'S BOOKS 

• "The Woman Who Won Things" -
. Allan Ahlberg (easy fiction) 

• "Oliver Finds His Way" • Phyllis Root 
{picture book) 
• "Stink Al ley"-Jamie Gilson 
(fiction) 
• "How To Behave And Why" - Munro 
Leaf (nonfiction) 

• "Sparks" • Graham McNamee (fic-
tion) 
In "Wedding Flowers" - Cynthia Rylant 
{easy fiction) 

NEW ADULT BOOKS 

• "Bow's Boy" - Richard Babcock (fic-
tion) 
• "Let's All Kil! Constance" - Ray 
Bradbury (fiction) , 
• "What Should I Do With My Life?" -
Po Bronson (nonfiction) 
• "Behind Deep Blue" - Feng-Hsiung 
Hsu (nonfiction) 
• "As Meat Loves Salt" - Maria 
McCann (fiction) 

NEW BOOKS ON TAPE AND CD 

• "My Losing Season" - Pat Conroy 
(nonfiction, cassette) 
• "Visions Of Sugar Plums" -
Janet Evanovich (fiction, cassette and 
CD) 
• "No One To Trust" - Iris Johansen 
(fiction, cassette) 
• "Fall Of A Cosmonaut" - Stuart M. 
Kaminsky (fiction, cassette) 

IREEIE 
FROM PAGE A1 

bkadrich@oe.homecomm.net I (734) 459-2700 

He has been a director of the 
Canton Lions Club, an election 
inspector for Precinct 21 and a 
volunteer with the National 
Archery Championship 
Tournament. 

In a written statement sub-

mitted to the township 
earlier this year when he 
applied for the vacancy on the 
township board, Greene 
expressed his vision for 
Canton's future. 

"I envision Canton one day to 
be a place where families grow 
and stay generation after gener-
ation," he wrote, "not leaving to 
other communities because 
they have become 'successful' or 

because other communities 
have abetter reputation. I 
see Canton as a place where 
different ethnic groups feel 
welcome to live and participate 
in thriving neighborhoods 
without intimidation or 
disrespect. The growing diver-
sity will be a plus to the com-
munity." 

jgladden@6e.tiomecomm.net | (734)459-2700 
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EXTRA 502 OFF SHOES 
Save big on already-reduced men's, women's and children^ shoes at our 
Shoe Clearance. Orig. 19.00-195.00, sale 11,99-119.99, now 5.99-59. 

SALE 5.99 JEWELRY 
Clearance jewelry. Reg. 15.00-80.00. 

5 0 / o 0 F F Great selection of sweaters from relativity 
and Joseph A. Orig. 40.00-68.00, sale 19.99-33.99. HUSSS 
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wear from Weatherproof, Nicky Jay and Hype. Reg. 48.00-125.00: 

EASY SPIRIT GET FIT SALE GOING ON NOW! 

SAVE 30% 

ON ENTIRE STOCK OF EASY SPIRIT SHOES 
HURRY! SALE ENDS MONDAY. JANUARY 20! 

YOU'RE SOMEBODY SPECIAL 

Bloomfie ld Hil ls Closed: Jan . 15-20 
ansa w w w . d i t t r i c h f u f i . c o m - — OE080G3!*5 ^ 4 * 

CAM. 1-800-424-618S TO ORDER ANY 
FOR INFORMATION call THo Village 

the American Express® Card or Disc 
AND Discover®. LOCATED AT THE VILLAGE 
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EDITORIALS a LETTERS * COLUMNS 

OUR VIEWS T 1 

Schools right to 
open MLK Day 

Two years ago, the Plymouth-Canton school district 
became embroiled in a controversy over how well it rec-
ognized, and supported, the diversity of its student popu-
lation. 

Two years later, school officials are opening the dis-
trict's Martin Luther King Jr. Day celebration to the pub-
lic to show just how far things have come. 

Superintendent Jim Ryan noted the district is becom-
ing even more diverse, and "we want to be the hub of 
some diversity activity on Martin Luther King, Day. We 
thought it would be a visible sign that some healing .was 
occurring." 

It's a pro-active approach to what had become a sensi-
tive subject within the district, and we not only congratu-
late Ryan and his staffers for putting it together, we also 
urge the public to take advantage of the opportunity. 

The problem started in February 2001, when a student 
wrote a letter to the school newspaper questioning the pro-
priety of celebrating Martin Luther King Jr. Day. A brief 
racial storm erupted, and the district conducted a town 
hall-styie meeting that drew hundreds of people to protest 

Last year, the district celebrated Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day, b u t i t d rew some 180 employees f r o m Canton 
Township, who were there to use it as their own diversity 
training. Plymouth-Canton educators weren ' t able to 
attend because of a conflict with professional develop-
ment training. 

Ryan acknowledged the prevailing opinion may have-
been the district was simply trying to "make up" for the 
controversy. He insists, however, the district was simply 
trying to find a starting point. 

You have to start somewhere, and the district was quick 
to respond. This year, it's made it even more relevant. 
Canton Township officials won't be there, opening the 
celebration up to the public; professional development 
for the teachers has been changed, allowing them to par-
ticipate, as well. 

The Rev. Alfred Johnson, pastor a t Bethel AME Church 
in Ann Arbor, and Lily Eskelsen, a well-known Hispanic 
elementary school teacher from Utah, will be the speak-
ers. Johnson is the husband of Central Middle School 
Principal Joyce Johnson; Eskelsen was recently elected 
secretary-treasurer of the 2.7 million-member National 
Education Association. 

The district has, in the past, been accused of losing 
touch with its residents. Ryan and his administration are 
t a k i n g s t eps t o m a k e su re t h a t myth is d e b u n k e d . 
Opening the district's MLK celebration to the public is a 
strong step in showing how diverse the district is becom-
ing, and how well it's being handled. 

Donations needed by 
charities year-round 

Needy f ami l i e s d o n ' t ge t h u n g r y . o r cold j u s t on 
Thanksgiving and Christmas. 

T h a t ' s why it 's i m p o r t a n t to d o n a t e t o cha r i t i e s 
throughout tiie year. -

"People are in need all year long," says Rosellen Loye-
Bucy, execut ive d i rec to r of L igh thouse Emergency 
Services for more than three years. 

Most of us get into the Christmas spirit during the holi-
day season, contributing gifts to Toys for Tots, dropping 
coins in Salvat ion Army ket t les , a d o p t i n g a family 
through lighthouse Emergency Services. 

It makes us feel good to help our fellow man — and we 
get a year-end tax deduction to boot. 

Yet most charitable organizations — Ughthoiise, the Salvation 
Army, United Way, etc. — depend on contributions y e a r - r o u n d 

Lighthouse, for example, conducts a peanut butter and 
jelly drive in the spring so struggling families have some-
thing to serve their children for lunch during the summer 
when they can't eat subsidized school lunches. 

Lighthouse gets about 5 to 10 percent of its donations 
»during the holiday season, and much of that goes toward 
-• food baskets for holiday meals, says Loye-Bucy. Yet the 

agency needs contributions to assist needy families and 
: seniors with prescriptions, utility bills, groceries and 

other ongoing expenses. 
The Salvation Army gets about 60 percent of its fimding 

at Christmastime, says Tanya Naumenko, director of public 
relations for the Salvation Army's southeastern Michigan 
division. "We still need to raise the other 40 percent. The 
less fimding we get, the less programming we can do." 

This year, it's even more important to extend charitable 
giving past the holidays. 
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Eight students f rom the Plymouth-Canton Community Schools have been named as semifinalists in the 2002 National Merit Scholarship Program. Among 
them are (back row, f rom le f t ) Adam Sonnanstein, Namir Khandker and Amy Fry; and ( f ront , f rom le f t ) Jane Paul, Di Mei, Tongyan Lin. Students not pic-
tured are Susan Merenda and Christopher Lobenherz. 

Granholm questions 
During her inaugural week of celebra-

tions and accompanying speeches, Gov. 
Granholm told the citizens of Michigan 
that her administration would be an. 
"inclusive one." j 

I would like to ask a few questions of 
our new governor: Does that ideal and 
vision include the unborn children of 
Michigan? Will Gov. Granholm speak for 
them as the group of disenfranchised 
innocents that they are? Or, will she turn 
away because they don't have a Voice and 
cannot vote? i 

Flrank Finch 
Canton 

Campaign spending 
A recent issue of the Observer stated 

that Mark Slavens raised and spent more 
money in the campaign for the Canton 
state representative race than did the 
winner Phil LaJoy. 

I believe this article is misleading. 
The Republican State Committee did 
several mass mailings in the campaign 
(as did the Democrats). These contribu-
tions are called "soft money.0 When soft 
money totals are added in, the LaJoy 
campaign spent $130,000 to Slavens' 
$100,000.1 do not believe the article 
was intentionally misleading, but I 
believe all funds should have been 
included in this page 1 story. The costs 
of modern campaigns makes it very dif-
ficult for the average citizen to run for 
public office. 

Thomas M. Hartnett 
Canton 

More scandal 
Phil Power expresses his outrage at the 

seemingly inadequate and nonexistent 
punishment meted out to the corporate 
executives responsible for the recent 
accounting scandals ("Wall Street insid-
ers always end up OK"). 

Unfortunately, he failed to shine a light 
on the largest accounting scandal in the 
history of the United States and the cul-
prits behind i t 

As of Jan. 2, the Bureau of the Public 
Debt reports $3.6 trillion as publicly-
held debt in the form of treasury bills, 
notes and bonds. In addition, the 
bureau reports $2.7 trillion oflntragov-
ernmental debt. For the mathematical-
ly-challenged in Washington, this totals 
$6.3 trillion. 

In addition to underreporting the debt, 
politicians lied about a budget "surplus." 
For the past few years, Americans were 
told government income exceeded expen-
ditures for the first time in decades and 
the government paid off some of its obli-
gations. Hie government did pay off 
some of the publicly-held debt, but at the 
same time increased the intragovernmen-
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national debt rose each year from $5.4 
trillion to $6.2 trillion. I wonder how 
much debt we would have accumulated 
without the "surplus"? 

Now if $6.3 trillion seems rather large, 
brace yourself. Liabilities include all 
financial obligations, not just the amount 
of debt. For corporations, examples of 
additional liabilities include retirement 
and insurance benefits to be paid in the 
future. 

The Social Security Administration 
,reports the fraudulent trust fund has a 
long-term unfunded liability of $25 tril-
lion while Medicare's unfunded liability 
stands at $17 trillion. While future 
reforms such as personal Social Security 
accounts and medical savings accounts 
could reduce these liabilities, the lack of 
honest dialogue between Republicans 
and Democrats offers little hope for the 
near term. 

To put this into perspective, 
Worldcom overreported earnings by $7 
billion while Washington underreports 
its liabilities by over $40 TRILLION. 
But Washington's accounting malfea-
sance doesn't stop there. The General 
Accounting Office discovered $17.3 bil-
lion in unreconciled transactions last 
fiscal year. This means the federal gov-
ernment could not account for more 
money than Worldcom and Enron mis-
stated as earnings. 

In addition, Congress plays with the 
books to avoid spending caps. When try-
ing to avoid the cap, Congress will declare 
expenditures as "off-budget" or classify 
them as "emergencies" or "move" expen-
ditures into the previous year to free up 
more money for the current year. 

So while Congress attacks corporate 
America and demands accountability, 
they turn a blind eye to their own abuses. 
Does this somehow forgive the deceit and 
fraud committed by a few corporations? 
Absolutely not. Executives should be 
prosecuted and, if found guilty, thrown 
into prison. 

But at the same time, let's send 
them some cellmates from 
Washington. Let's restore confidence 
in the economy by applying the same 
standards to government officials as 
corporate executives. 

Steve Sutton 
Farmington Hills 

Beverly Leneski, volunteer coordinator 
for the VA Ann Arbor Healthcare System, 
said that these items were in short supply 
and she was truly excited and thankful 
for this Christmas gift for the hospital-
ized veterans. 

Thanks for American Legion Post 
112 members Ernie Locklear, Doug 
Scott, Bob Longmate and George 
Leshinsky for collecting, taking 
inventory, packaging and delivering 
these much-needed items. The partic-
ipation in this program by the ele-
mentary students in the Plymouth- : 

Canton schools let the veterans who 
served our country know tha t they are 
not forgotten. . 

Remember to thank a veteran for his or 
her service in the armed forces of our 
country. 

The American leg ion , Beasley-Zalesny 
Post 112 Plymouth Township 

Independent spirit 
We were pleased to read Diane Gale 

Andreassi's lovely article, "Independent 
spirit: Disabled men thankful for the 
chance to live on their own" (Thursday, 
Dec. 5). 

We would like to correct one inaccu-
racy, however. Larry is one of OUR 
most dependable and valued volun-
teers. Twice a week without fail, he 
assists us with rewinding hundreds of 
our "Talking Book" cassettes here at 
the Wayne County Regional Library 
for the Blind and Physically 
Handicapped. 

Larry's smile and willingness to give of 
his time to help others is a weekly inspi-
ration to our entire staff. So, while we are 
sure other organizations that rely on vol-
unteers would benefit from his help, we 
want to go on record - he's ours and you 
can't have him. 

Lisa Rleman 
volunteer coordinator 

Westland 

From fiscal year 1997 to 2002, the 

Schools thanked 
"A Big Thank You" to the students and 

staff of the elementary schools in the 
Plymouth-Canton school district for their 
participation in the eighth annual dona-
tions of personal care items for hospital-
ized veterans. The students collected and 
donated more than $8,000 of personal 
care items to the veterans hospitalized at 
the Veterans Administration Hospital in 
Ann Arbor. This was a show of 
Americanism at its best. The personal 
care items were delivered to the hospital 
volunteer service department to be dis-
tributed to the patients. 

SHARE YOUR OPINIONS ' 
We welcome your letters to the editor. Please 
include your name, address and phone number 
fo r ver i f icat ion. We ask that your letters be 400 
words or less. We may edi t for clarity, space and 
content. 

Mail: 
Letters to the edi tor 
Canton Observer 
794 South Main 
Plymouth, Ml 48170 

Fax: 

(734)459-4224 

E-mail: 
tschneider@oe.homecomm.net 

QUOTABLE 

"They fell you you need to decide if you want that child. you have a picture! We said there's no doubt this is 
our son. 
- Joe Turl of Canton, father of four 

http://www.observerandeccentric.com
mailto:tschneider@oe.homecomm.net
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Did speaker solicit 
contribution or bribe? 

n 
Phil 

Bribe, n. Something offered or given to a per-
son in a position of trust to influence that 
person's views or conduct" 

"Contribute, n. To give or supply in common 
with others; give to a common fund or for a com-
mon purpose." 

So which was it that Michigan House Speaker 
Rick Johnson was doing back in December when 
he wrote to lobbyists and other fat cats offering "a 
meal or a meeting" in return for a $20,000 con-
tribution to the House Republican Campaign 

Committee? 
Written on Campaign 

Committee letterhead, the exact 
wording of Johnson's letter is 
instructive: "I would like to let 
you know how imperative your 
assistance has been and contin-
ues to be to the House 
Republican Campaign 
Committee.... In place of having 
our usual large Annual Dinner, I 
would like to spend a meal or 
meeting with you to discuss the 
upcoming year and the role of 

the House Republican Campaign Committee. It is 
my intention that each of these engagements raise 
$20,000 to maintain and increase our majority in 
years to come." 

The exact amount requested is equally instruc-
tive. Turns out $20,000 is the top limit on contri-
butions to political action committees (PACs) 
such as the House Republican Campaign 
Committee. What a surprise! 

The House Republican Campaign Committee 
led all PACs in fund raising between January and 
October last year, according to the Campaign 
Finance Network, pulling in $2.02 million. 
Republicans gained five seats in the November 
election, now controlling the House 63-47. Again, 
not a surprise. 

Johnson, a farmer from northern Michigan, 
was re-elected speaker of the House last week for 
a second term. He is generally regarded as hard 
working and fair, although blunt. 

To its credit, the story was broken last week by 
the normally Republican-leaning Detroit News. 
Editorial comment around the state called 
Johnson's letter "ham-fisted," "crass" and "clumsy." 
Lansing insiders I talked with called the letter 
"politically-tone-deaf * and "embarrassing," but 
emphasized that the practice isn't anything that 
hasn't been going on for years and followed by 
both parties. 

Most said Johnson wasn't really soliciting a 
bribe, arguing that his letter didn't offer a specific 
quid pro quo in return for the $20,000.1 think 
that's mumbo-jumbo. Why would anybody pony 
up with 20 grand to have a nice intimate meal-: 

Michigan political insiders for years have 

argued vociferously there is a clear 

distinction between the widespread practice 

of asking for political contributions and 

actually soliciting bribes. 

one of the most powerful politicians in 
Michigan? Just because the food is real good at 
Johnson's favorite restaurant? 

No, a quid pro quo is a quid pro quo, whether 
or not it is specific. People don't pay big bucks to 
chin-chin with the speaker of the House just 
because they enjoy his company; they expect 
something in return for their $20,000. 

Michigan political insiders for years have 
argued vociferously there is a clear distinction 
between the widespread practice of asking for 

bribes. Never mind how bad it looks, they say; 
everybody has done it for years and, anyway, how 
else are you going to finance the political system? 

I think that's just outrageous! All that kind of 
thinking does is condone a political system whose 

wealthy special interests and generates wide-
spread cynicism about how the public's business 
is really conducted. 

In this context, what's going on these days in 
Wisconsin offers an interesting alternative. There, 
a ton of legislators are now under indictment for 

hallways of the state capital. 
Of course, the solution is not to cobble together -

yet another law better to regulate political cam-
paigns. There is no law or regulation that can 
suppress a system — wink-wink, nod-nod! — that 
is based on the exchange of money for influence, 
access and power. Instead, we should be forth-
right and publicly fund elections, the way they do 
it in other industrialized democracies like 
England, France and Scandinavia. But, of course, 
people over there don't understand how democra-
cy really works! 

Speaker Johnson's letter maybe an outright 
solicitation for a bribe or merely a request for â  
generous campaign contribution. Either way, it's a 
disgusting shakedown. 

Phil Power is the chairman of the board of the company that 
owns this newspaper. He would be pleased to get your reac-
tions to this column either at (734) 953-2047 or at 
ppower@homecomm.net. 
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Our congressman is rockin' and rollin' in 
Washington. 

U.S. Rep. (and Rocker Extraordinaire) 
Thaddeus MeCotter did a star turn on 
National Public Radio's All Things 
Considered Jan. 7, as the hot new House 
member for 2003. 

MeCotter (R-Livonia) took his oath of office 
and cast his first party vote to re-elect Dennis 
Hastert as speaker of the house last Tuesday. 
But it wasn't the congressman's staunch con-
servatism that attracted NPR reporter 

Andrea Seabrook. It was his 
guitar playin', rock 'n' roll 
lovin' free spirit that won 
her over. 

It's nice to see Michigan's 
new 11th District is getting 
some positive national 
attention. MeCotter acquit- , 
ted himself well with some 
"tasty" guitar licks. But the 
real revelation was that his 
pantheon of heroes is more 
than just Russell Kirk, Barry 
Goldwater and Ronald 

Reagan. In fact, these conservative gods don't 
even get top consideration. 

"Whenever I get the question, 'Who are 
your political heroes?' I say, 'Well, (Bob) 
Dylan and (John) Lennon' and stuff. Those 
people weren't politicians," he told NPR. 

The 38-year-old MeCotter reaches back to 
the '60s for his musical luminaries rather 
than the acts that dominated the early '80s, 
when he was a teenager at Catholic Central. 
That's a fine display of good taste and musi-
cal/literary acumen. (Which means, those are 
my musical touchstones, too.) 

I can only hope that when MeCotter comes 
to vote on the issues-facing him in the years 

MeCotter... he proposed creating a 

Michigan Poet Laureate and wanted to 

nominate Bob Seger. 

Hugh 

Gallagher 

meaning, as well as the beat of his heroes. 
When he's asked by President George W. _ _ 

to give unstinting support for military action in 
Iraq, he might remember John Lennon: "All we 

Hattie Carroll, a cautionary tale about the 
excess of privilege, wealth and power. 
"William Zanzinger killed poor Hattie 
Carroll/With a cane that he twirled around 
his diamond ring finger." Hattie Carroll was a 
hotel maid. William Zanzinger was her 
young, careless, rich, politically connected 
killer who "got off with a six-month sentence." 

When weighing whether to consider . 
extending unemployment for those most in 
need (rather than those most likely to vote), 
MeCotter might listen again to Dylan's North 
Country Blues, in which a miner's wife sings 
of job losses in the Duluth mining industry 
because for the mine operators, "It's much 
cheaper down in some South American town, 
where the miners work almost for nothing." 

Or when preaching the message of "oppor-
tunity for all," he might weigh Lennon's words 
in Working Class Hero: "There's room at the 
top they're telling you still/But first you have 
to learn to smile as you kill/If you want to be 
like the folks on the hill." 

When discussing race with fellow Republican 
Sen. Trent Lott he might pose Dylan's question 
to him, "Yes, and how many years can some : 
people exist/Before they're allowed to be free." 

MeCotter has shown his romantic side 
before. As a state senator he proposed creat-
ing a Michigan Poet Laureate and wanted to 
nominate Bob Seger. 

But here MeCotter is boldly suggesting that 
politics might learn from pop culture. 

Perhaps MeCotter will come around to 
responding to Dylan's ringing Chimes of 

are saying is give peace a < 
And when Rep. Tom Delay comes forhis 

vote, we hope he watches out for those ̂ mind 
games" that seem to dominate Congress. Or 
we might find, like Peter Townshend, that 
we've been fooled again. 

When considering defense budgets, 
MeCotter might listen again to Bob Dylan's 
Masters of War. "You fasten the triggers/For 
the others to fire/Then you sit back and 
watch/When the death count gets higher." 

Perhaps, during the discussion of cutting 
the inheritance tax, our rock and roll con-
gressman might consider Dylan's story of 

without a voice in the halls of power, and 
especially not in the GOP caucus. 

Is he really listening to those Dylan chimes, 
"Tolling for the aching ones whose wounds 
cannot be nursed/For the countless confused, 
accused, misused, strung-out ones an' 
worse/An' for every hung-up person in the 
whole wide universe/An' we gazed upon the 
chimes of freedom flashing." 

Rock on, Thaddeus! ^ 

Hugh Gallagher is the managing editor of The Observer 
Newspapers. He can be reached by phone at (734) 953-
2149, by e-mail at hgaliagher@oe.homecomm.net or by 
fax at (734) 591:7279. -
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Thursday, January 16th-Monday, January 20th 

More than 20 stores will clear their 
stockrooms of fall and winter merchandise, 
making way for spring fashions. You will 
find unheard of clearance prices during the 
Winter Sidewalk Sales. 
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Wayne and Warren Roads in Westland 

Marshall Fields, JC Penney, Sears, & Kohl's 
; 80 Specialty Stores -

www.westlandcenter.com 
(734)421-0291 

Follow your favorite high school sports team each week in the Observer 
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OBITUARIES 

Theresla LaFleur 
Services for Theresia 

LaFleur, 88, of Plymouth were 
held Jan. 13 at the Schrader-
Howell Funeral Home with the 
Rev. Elias Salomon officiating. 
Burial was at Riverside 
Cemetery in Plymouth. 

Mis. LaFleur was born Oct 
20,1914 in Molidorf, 
Yugoslavia and died Jan. 8 in 
Plymouth. She retired from the 
Plymouth school system after 
25 years of service. She came to 

the Plymouth community in 
1951 from Germany, 

She was a member of Our 
Lady of Good Counsel Catholic 
Church in Plymouth. She liked 
to garden and cook. She was 
the foundation of the LaFleur 
family. She was a loving moth-
er, grandmother, sister, aunt 

cousin. 
Mrs. LaFleur was preceded 

in death by her husband, 
Michael. 

Survivors include children, 

COMMUNITY CALENDAR 
Aismi TIM 

Willow Creek Preschool 
is now enrolling for 2002-2003 school 
year. Three-year-olds meet Tuesday 
and Thursday. Four-year-olds meet 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday. 
Licensed preschool with certified 
teachers. For information, call Sherry 
Haskell (734) 326-5735. 

Hockey Coaches 
The Plymouth Canton Hockey 
Association is accepting coaching 

. applications for the 2003-2004 sea-
1 son. Applications are due Friday, Jan. 

31 Call Shawn Rowley at (734) 981-
0120 for more information. 

Native American Sculpture 
Native West in downtown Plymouth 
will be hosting a Native American 

. Sculpture show in connection with the 
2003 Plymouth International Ice 

; Sculpture Spectacular Festival held 
», throughout Plymouth on Jan. 15-20. 
* More than 300 carvings for sale. 
^Antique Appraisals 
T Plymouth Community Council on Aging 

presents'Antique Appraisals with spe-
f cial Guest Bruce McKenzie from 
I Knightsbridge Antique Mall. Being 
: held at the Plymouth Cultural Center 
; at 1:30 p.m. Monday, Jan. 13. For more 
< information call (734) 453-1234, Ext. 
I 236. 
; Plymouth Community Chorus 
Auditions 

. Open auditions for the upcoming con-
; cert, "8roadway Legends," will be held 
; at 7 p.m. Tuesdays, Jan. 14,21, and 28 

at Hillside Middle School, southeast 
- corner of 8 Mile road and Center 

Street in Northville. No appointments 
I necessary. 
Basic E-Mail 

The Plymouth Library teaches patrons 
« how to create a free e-mail account 
: using Hotmail in a one-session class 

on basic e-mail. You will also learn 
how to compose, send and'deletee- ' 

: mail messages on that account. Being 
~ held from 1-2:30 p.m. Friday, Jan. 17 at 

the library. 
Northville Genealogical Society 

/ Ellen Oliver Smith, Ph.D., will present 
"Dear Ones at Home: The Letters'of 

. Helen Marie Noye Hoyt, Civil War 
Nurse." Learn first-hand what life was 

. like during that critical time in our his-
tory. Being held at 2:30 p.m. Sunday, 

- Jan. 12 at the Northville District 
-> Library. , 
Bowling for KI0Z 

The New Hope Center for Grief 
• Support's K1DZ program needs your 
v support and ail you have to do is bowl. 

Bring your children, family and friends 
to our first "Cereal Bowl" at Novi bow! 

• at 3 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 19. The $25 per 
adult includes shoes, two games, good 
and fun for all. Call (248) 348-0115 for 

Auditions 
! Whistle Stop Players auditions for chii-
; dren age six and up for the spring 
• touring production of "Famous Folk 

Tales from Around the World" from 
; 6:30-8 p.m. Jan. 12 and Jan. 16. Come 

one night for the free 90-minute audi-
tion workshop. Call (734) 416-4278 for 

; further information. 
Storytlme 

Peggy Price Heiney presents a special 
storytime for children ages 5-7. 

' * Stories, creative dramatics and book 
^ selection round out this monthly ses-
* sion at the Plymouth Library. 
. Registration is required. Call (734) 

453-0750 for further information. 
Road Rally 

The Canton Thunderbird Softball Inc. 
Girls Fast Pitch organization is holding 

, a Road Rally on Feb. 8,2003. Deadline 
' to enter is Feb. 6. cost is $25/person 

which includes meal and prizes, for 
further information contact Mike 
Roberts at (734) 397-1355 or check the 
Web site at thunderbirdsoftbail.tri-
pod.com. 

Ice Carving Class 
' The Plymouth Ice Festival is coming 
• soon. To provide "ice time" for those 

inspired, the PCAC is hosting an ice-
carving workshop on Saturday, Jan. 

25,2003. Instructors from Henry Ford 
Community College will be on hand to 
lead participants through this three-
hour introduction to creating ice 
sculptures. Call the Arts Council at 
(734) 416-4278 early to reserve your 
spot and for further information 

PCAC 70s Bash Tickets 
Special Christmas pricing on tickets 
for the PCAC's annual dinner, dance 
and auction to be held Friday, March 
14,2003 at St. John's Golf and 
Conference Center in Plymouth. By 
purchasing tickets before Jan. 1, PCAC 
members will save $10 per person or 
$15 per person for a table of 10. Non-
members save $10 per person on a 
table of 10. To purchase tickets, donate 
an auction item or help the planning 
committee, call the Arts Council at 
(734)416-4278. ! 

Spring Youth Soccer Registration 
The entire month of January at the 
Recreation Office of the City of 
Plymouth during business hours, 8 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through 
Friday. All registrations require a birth 
certificate. Call (734) 455-6620 for 
further information. 

Nursery Registration 
Plymouth Children's Nursery Co-op has 
openings for 3-4 year olds. One to 
three days per week. School located 
on Sheldon road in Canton. OPEN 
HOUSE for 2003-2004 on Jan. 25 from 
1-3 p.m. REGISTRATION DAY for 2003-
2004 school year is on Feb. 2 from 1-3 
p.m.Call (734) 455-6250 or (734) 453-
0595 for more information. 

Plymouth Symphony 
Plymouth Symphony League is launch-
ing the 2003 Greater Detroit Area 
Entertainment Book Sale. The cost is 
$30, Place your order at the Plymouth 
Symphony Office or call Mary Thomas 
at (734) 453-3016. 

Entertainment Book Sale 
Plymouth Optimists selling the 2003 
books with all proceeds helping ch i l - . 
dren throughout southeast Michigan. 
Book offers up to 50% savings on din-
ing and fast foods, theater, sports, 
travel, services and more. Price is $30 
and are home delivered. Call Bill at 
(734)453-8253. 

Free Blood Pressure Screening 
Free blood pressure screenings will L 
taken at the Plymouth District Library 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. on the third 
Wednesday of every month. No 
appointment is necessary. Call (734) 
453-0750 for further information. 

Recreation Registration 
The City of Plymouth is now taking 
registration for its classes for all ages. 
Classes include gymnastics, dance, 

core body exercise, tots jump-a-rama, 
tae-kwon-do, persona!'development, 
aerobics, dogging, senior trips and 
programs and much more. Call (734) 
455-6620 for more information. 

C i U l S 

WWCGS 
The next meeting is at 7:30 p.m. 
Monday, Jan. 20 at the Livonia Civic 
Park Senior Center Building on 
Farmington Road, just south of 5 Mile. 
Jessie Mae Sanderson will speak and 
show a video on Livonia's First 
Development • Rosedale Gardens. Call 
Pat for more information at (734) 425-

Exchange Club of Canton 
Meetings are held at 6 p.m. every sec-
ond and fourth Monday at Palermo's 
Restaurant. On Jan.18 from 3-6 p.m, a 
Chartering Party will be held at the 
residence of Donald and Meribeth 
Petteys, 41899 Warren, Canton. Call 
(734) 459-4489 for info. 

BPW 

The Plymouth Business and 
Professional Women's Club meets the 
third Monday of each month at 6:30 
p.m. at the Atlantis Restaurant on Ann 
Arbor Road. 
Guests are welcome. In January our 
speaker is Wayne County 
Commissioner Lyn Bankes. For more 
info and dinner reservations, contact 
Mary Brooks at (734) 420-0320. 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON 
ACCESS TO PUBLIC MEETINGS 

i Charter Township of Canton will provide necessary reasonable 
auxiliary aids and services, such as signers for the hearing 
impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered 

•o individuals with disabilities at the meeting/bearing 
Charter Township of Canton. 

or services 
writing or 

! meeting, 
upon two weeks notice to the Charter Township 
Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids 
should contact the Charter Township of Canto 
calling the following: 

David Medley, ADA Coordinator 
Charter Township of Canton, 1150 S. Canton Center Road 

Canton, MI 48188 
(734) 394-5260 
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Maria LaFleur of Hartland, 
and son, Edward (Linda) 
LaFleur of Canton; grandchil-
dren, Jeff (Kristen) LaFleur of 
Redford and Lori LaFleur of 
Canton; brother, Yakob 
Remsing of Plymouth; nieces 
and nephews, Klaus (Lotte) 
Haberkorn of Germany, Franz 
(Maria) Haberkorn of 
Germany, Peter (Eraa) 
Haberkorn of Germany, 

Libezeit of Germany; cousins, 
Yakob (Ida) Liblang of Florida, 
and Maria (Franz) Gauder of 
Chicago. 

Memorial contributions may 
be made to Angela Hospice or 
the charity of choice. 

of Germany, 

Sehrader-Howell Funeral 
Home. i 

Margaret B. McCraith 
Services for Margaret 

McCraith, 94, of Plymouth 
were held Jan. 14 at the 
Sehrader-Howell Funeral 
Home with burial at Holy 
Sepulchre Cemetery in 
Southfield. 

Mrs. McCraith was born Feb. 
12,1908 in Detroit and died 
Jan. 11 in Plymouth. 

She was a retired Detroit 
school teacher, teaching at 
Boynton School, Owen School, 
Maybury School, and Crary 
School, all in Detroit 

came to the Plymouth com-
munity in 1989 from 
Farmington Hills. 

She received her A.B. 
Degree from Wayne State 
University. 

Survivor is Sister Agnes 
McCraith of Plymouth. 

Arrangements made by 
Sehrader-Howell Funeral 
Home. 

CANTON 6 

O n l y o n e p lace c a n g i v e y o u the 
s t r e n g t h of a m i l l i o n w o m e n . 

Curves has helped over one million women reach their goals. 
And with each one, we've learned a little more that will help you 
reach yours. There's only one Curves, but we have over 4,000 
locations to serve you. The power to 

amaze yourself 

PLYMOUTH < 
44717 Five Mile Road 

(at 5 Mile & Sheldon In Busch's Plaza) 

734 .414 .0515 

CANTON 
44248 Cherry Hill 

{at Cherry Hill & Sheldon) 

734 .844 .6741 
. •fmtwtlfiripUld 

www,curvesforwomen.com "Offer based on fins: visit enrollment, new members only; not valid with any other promotional offers. 

Ford Rd IMi leW.o) 1-27S 

88,28 Kids all shows 
. ( 7 3 4 ) . 

8 4 4 - F I L M 

86.25 Students & Late Show Frl & Sat j 
[87.78 Evenings Mon -Thura 

Q No P a w » 
A U SCREENS 

0IG1TAI STEREO 

Unllai tea Free Brink & ,28* Care Rall f is 

M O V I E G U I D E : 

KANGAROO 
JACK 

SHOWTIMES 1/17-1/2S 
O KASSAR00 JACK(PG) 
12:30,2:40,4:50,7:00,9:05 

FR I/SAT I S 11:10 

o IAT10UL SECURITY (PG-13) 

12:40,2:50,5:00,7:30,9:40 

FfWSATtS 11:45 

©JUSTMA?ffiS8{PG-i3) 
12:15,2:30,4:40,7:20,9:25 

FRI/SATLS 11:30 

CATCH KE IF YOU CAN fPG-13) 

(SAT/SUN 11:00) 1:45,4:30,7:15,10:00 

LORD OF THSWiTH i TWO TOWERS 
(PQ-13) 1:00,4:30.8.00 

TWO WEEKS H0TKE (PG-13S 

11:50,2:05,4:20,7:00,9:10 

Ffli/SAT I S 11:20 
PBFOEM083S87 

§Ss&> e 
20oz.DRINK 

wtth $1.50 (1/2 pries) purchase! 

of 46oz. bag of buttery popcorn 
"90" one p#f mi m Canfon 6 

www.cantonB.coni • 

era 

Jet us put you at ease right away. Making funeral arrangements here is like making plans in your 
own living room. Because we're not a funeral home. You can Browse around, ask questions, even 
decide not to do anything. Best of all, Joanne Coffey makes it such a 
pleasure. With a twinkle in her eye and a broad smile, our family services 
director is a hug and a half. And you thought this stuff was scary! 

Before Need • At Need • Funerals • Burials • Cremation • Gifts • Cards 

: C o m e V i s i t U s a t O u r O p e n H o u s e ? ? 
Wednesday, January 22 from 1 -4pm and Thursday, January 23 from 4-7pm 

WILL 
A R R A N G E M E N T 

C E N T E R 

We make it easy. 

I n the Westmarket Square 4 7 6 7 0 Grand River Ave . , N o v i ( 2 4 8 ) 3 4 4 - 0 2 3 4 

http://www.observerandeccentric.com
http://www.cantonB.coni


Sharon Dargay, ed i to r 
(248)901-2591 
Fax:(248)644-1314 
sdargay@oe.homecomm.net 
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• See Scandinavia 
The Woods Gallery Is 

exhibit ing William Name's 
photography in a show 
called, Clean, Clear 
Scandinavia, through Feb. 12. 

Meet the art ist f rom 7-9 p.m. 
Thursday, Jan. 16, in the 
gallery, which is in the 
Huntington Woods Library, 
26415 Scotia; Huntington 
Woods. (248) 543-9720. 

• Onstage 
Stephanie Samuel of 

Warren ( lef t) is Velma, Jamie 
Richards of Birmingham is 
Billy and Carrie Wickert of 
Novi plays Roxie in 
Stagecrafters' product ion of 

the musical Chicago. The 
show runs Jan. 17 through 
Feb. 9 at the historic Baldwin 
Theatre, 415 S. Lafayette, in 
downtown Royal Oak. Tickets 
are $14 on Thursdays, $16 on 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday. 
All seats are reserved, (248) 
541-6430. 

• Two for one 
The Farmington 

Community Band and 
Birmingham Concert Band 
will perform at 3 p.m. 
Sunday, Jan. 19, in 
Farmington Harrison High 
School, 29995 W. 12, between 
Orchard Lake and Middiebelt 
roads, Farmington Hills. The 
bands wil l play separately 
and together. Admission is 
free, but donations wil l be 
accepted. (734)261-2202. 

• Autograph signing 
Otis Key, a member of the 

Harlem Globetrotters, wil l 
sign autographs and greet 
fans f rom 3:30-4:30 p.m. 
Monday, Jan. 20, at the 
Burger King restaurant at 910 
Opdyke, Auburn Hills. The 
Globetrotters wil l play at The 
Palace of Auburn Hills at 1:30 
p.m., Saturday, Feb. 1. Tickets 
range f rom $12-$100. (248) 

• Erie In Daze 
See presentations on ice 

harvesting, dog mushing, 
f ire-start ing, history of fur 
trade, and fish decoy carving 
f rom 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Saturday-Sunday, Jan. 18-19, 
at Lake Erie Metropark 
Marshlands Museum and 
Nature Center in Brownstown 
Township. The Silver Strings 
Dulcimer Society wil l per-
form and a bonfire and star 
watch will be held f rom dusk 
to 10 p.m. Saturday. (800) 
477-3189. 

www.observerandeccentric.com 

GALLERIES • THEATER • DANCE * DINING 

State of 
the art 
Farmington Players' 
new theater cause 
for celebration 
BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN 
STAFF WRITER 

t's been five years of planning, delays 
mid waiting for permits, but l i e 
Farmington Players don't seem to be 

the 

I 
counting. They're too busy celebrating 
opening of their new barn theater with _ 
gala Saturday, Jan. 25, in Farmington 
Hills, 

The 11,000-square-foot structure is 
quite a departure from the old 4,000-
square-foot dairy barn turned theater. 
The audience won't freeze in winter with 
the fully functioning modern heating and 
cooling system in place. Caste used to 
rehearse in the cold, and summer produc-
tions were out of the question, but no 
longer — the state of the art building has 
all the bells and whistles that $1.4 million 
dollars can buy. 

"What an undertaking this has been. It's 
just so crazy," board member Cynthia 
Tupper said. Tupper was president for the 
first three years of the struggle to build 
the theater, "There's so much that has to 
happen yet. We had to move everything 
out of Barnes & Noble in West 
Bloomfield, where we performed for the 
last season and a half. We had three huge 
work days before Christmas cleaning out 
members' basements, which were used to 
store costumes and props. It's overwhelm-
ing, but I know it will get done." 

The project might not even have been 
considered if not for Sunrise Assisted 
Living, which contacted the Farmington 
Players about moving the barn or selling 
it part of the property so it could build a 
facility next door. Instead, TUpper and the 
rest of the members decided to develop 
the theater of their dreams. Sunrise 
Assisted Living contributed $175,000 to 
the cause. Membership threw in more 
than $200,000. A major partnership with 
the city of Farmington Hills helped secure 
grants from the Michigan Council for Arts 
and Cultural Affairs. Rochester architect 
Gerald Yurk came up with the original 
concept. Sachse Construction of 
Farmington Hills fine-tuned the design 
and helped lower the cost The Players 
broke ground Jan. 23,2002, and began 
moving into the building in November. 

"Who knew Sunrise's request was going 
to change the future of the players. It was 
a window of opportunity. The mortgage 
rates went down, but we saw the donor 
base disappear because of the economy, so 

* 

Phil Hadley perches on the catwalk overlooking the Farmington Players new theater. 

P I S 

STAFf PHOTOS BY BILL BREStER 

Rochester architect Gerald Yurk came up with the original design of the new barn theater. 

'There's so much that has to happen 
yet It's overwhelming, but I know 
it will get done.' 
Cynthia Tupper 
board member, Farmington Players 

we turned to our members and the part-
nership with the city of Farmington Hills," 
theater project manager Phil Hadley said. 
"In the end, we built a state of the art 
small theater with all capabilities of a pro-

fessional theater. We're exceedingly proud 
of that." 

"Ripper's especially proud of the five-
stall bathroom for women, an upstairs 
costume storage room, light and sound 
command, dressing rooms and a spotlight 
booth. Hadley proudly points out the 
orchestra pit and five handicapped spaces 

, on ground level. 
"As a public space, it's a 21st century 

building with heating and cooling, more 
restroom facilities than the istate requires, 
a concession area for catering parties, and 
the back row is closer to the stage than in 
the old barn. There are no bad sight lines, 

PLEASE SEE PLAYERS, B5 

FJUtMIKIDN PUYERS 

What Present a fund-raising 
gala to celebrate their new 
theater, evening includes 
strolling supper, silent 
auction and performance of 
Noel Coward's Present 
Laughter 

When: 
6 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 25. 
Present Laughter continues 
Jan. 31 to Feb. 22 with tickets 
priced at $13, seniors half 
price on Sundays. Show times 
are 8 p.m. Friday-Saturday, 
Jan. 31-Feb. 1, Feb. 7-8, Feb. 
14-15, Feb. 21-22, and Thursday, 
Feb. 13 and 20, and 2 p.m. 
Sunday, Feb. 2,9 and 16. 

Where: 
32332 W. 12 Mile, 
west of Orchard Lake Road, 
Farmington Mills 

Tickets: 
$100, call (248) 219-0800 
or visit the Web site at 
www.farmingtonplayers.org 

Peter Max visits Park West Gallery in Southfield Thursday, Jan. 23. 
His one man show features 150 vibrantly colored works. 

Like most kids in the late 1960s 
and early '70s, I grew up loving 
Peter Max's bold colors and cos-

mic characters. His art was all part 
of the culture at that time. The 
Beatles especially spring to mind 
when someone mentions Max. He 
inspired their animated film Yellow 
Submarine and I'm sure their music 
inspired his upbeat art that at vari-
ous times has been labeled pop and 
neo Fauvist and expressionist. 

Max admits fame came too 
quickly and before long his posters, 
ties, watches and jeans became a 
$1.1 billion dollar industry.«JIe 
found himself spending more time 
away from his easel. At one'time 
he'd painted with more than one 
brush at a time but appearances on 
the Ed Sullivan Show and photo 
sessions for the cover of Life maga-
zine drained his artistic spirit. By 
the early 1970s he'd had enough. 
Max found jobs for all but six of his 
75 employees. Those he took with 
him into private retreat. For the 

Artistic 

Linda 
Chomin 

next 19 years, all he did was paint. 
He re-emerged in 1989 with the 

same vibrant colore and bold lines. 
When he came to town in 1994 to 
exhibit at Park West Gallery in 
Southfield, I had the opportunity to 
interview him in person. This time we 
talked by phone about his latest show 
opening Thursday, Jan. 23. He's no 
less in love with his work now, proba-
bly even more — as one can tell by the 
150 paintings, drawings, collage, seri-
graphs and mixed media in the show 
Maximum Max. Park West Gallery 
owner Albert Scaglione has pulled out 
all the stops for this exhibition. It's a 
compliment to Max, who he's known 
since both were in their mid-twenties. 

1 a day at my studio and 
I see, look at my floor. I some-

times paint five to 10 hours a day," 
Max said. 

LOVE FOR AMERICA 

Certain themes appear over and 
over again in the work. It's nothing 
planned. The paintings and draw-
ings simply happen. Max will tell you 
a painter's inspiration frequently 
comes from outside. An assistant 
might say, "Are we going to do the 
Statue of Liberty for the Fourth of 
July?" Painting Lady Liberty is 
something he's done eveiy Fourth 
since 1976. Max has a strong love of 
America, even though he was born in 
Germany and spent the first 10 years 
of his life growing up in Shanghai, 
China, where his father owned a 
department store specializing in 
European tailoring. It's a long story, 
but one Max is only to happy to tell. 

PLEASE SEE PETER MAX, B3 

Ballet Shoes or Wing Tips? Makes no difference as long as you take 
time to put your feet up, get comfortable 
and spend some time with us. 

mailto:sdargay@oe.homecomm.net
http://www.observerandeccentric.com
http://www.farmingtonplayers.org
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BY LINDA ANN CHOMiN 
STAFF WRITER " 

Mark Uhen looks every bit 
the paleontologist in his dirt-
covered white coat. It's hard to 
keep dean here in the prepara-
tion lab of Cranbrook Institute 
of Science in Bloomfield Hills 
where he and volunteers work 
to unearth fossils millions of 
years old. 

Uhen and fellow paleontolo-
gists have an evolution theory 
they're faying to prove about 
members of the whale, dolphin 
and porpoise family. He believes 
cetaceans miked on hind legs at 
one time. Now Uhen must piece 
the evidence together like a puz-
zle. It's all part of the process of 
digging through rocks tos 

retrieve fossils found as far away 
as Alaska and New Zealand then 

! mysteries of the ages. 
Visitors can experience a lit-

tle of the adventure during a 

million-year-old turtle encased 
in rock. Cranbrook Institute of 
Science owns a large collection 
of the fossils and wants visitors 
to experience a day in the life of 
a paleontologist. Along with 
bringing out a dolphin's skull, 
teeth, ear bone, and a multi-
tude of fossils scattered on 
tables in the lab, Uhen will talk-
and answer questions about 

Jan, 18, at the museuni. 
Discover what it's like to scrape 
and brush away dirt from a 30 

logic 
Originally from Wisconsin, 

Uhen earned graduate degrees, 
including a Ph.D., from die 
University of Michigan in Ann 
Arbor. In addition to his position 
as curator of paleontology and 
zoology at Cranbrook, Uhen is an 
adjunct research scientist at the 
University of Michigan Museum 
of Paleontology and a research 
associate at the United States 
National Museum of Natural 
History (Smithsonian Institution). 

RESEARCHING 

"As a paleontologist I go to 
other museums to do research," 
said Uhen, head of science at 

Too Lite Til 
For those last minute ads 
that just had to get in! 

NOVI - Open Sun. 1 -3 . 
$399,900. Premier sub see 
HN0.com #14517 or call for 
directions: (248) 380-0884 

BEDROOM BRICK RANCH, 
2 baths, full basement, com-

itely updated, centra! air, 
uth Redford schools. 

$129,900. (313) 531-5441 

PLYMOUTH 
SHELDON PARK APT3. 

Spacious 1 bedroom, central 
air. Carport, Pool. $555. 

Call: (734) 453-8811 

ROUTE DRIVER f o r Troy 
based vending co. Serving 
metro area. S450/start.Plaase 
call (248) 577-2700 

WESTLAND-Warehouse Sale 
Many items must sell. 
Windows, chairs, .plate glass 
mirrors, misc. office equip-
ment & furniture. Tools, many 
odds & ends this Sat. Only 
9am-3pm. 5352 Executive Or., 
N. of Fort, E. of Hix. 

CHINESE CRESTED PUPS -
powder puffs, male, shots, 
papers. 734-728-4774 

MITSUBISHI 1993 3000 
GTSL, Loaded, auto, sunroof. 
$4975. (734) 697-6348 

IMPALA 1996 SS, black dia-
mond, graphite leather. CD, a 
true collectors item, $10,995 

Open Saturday 10-3 
L&WAUTQSALSB 

(734) 72SS20Q 

NEON, 2000 - $59Q0/Sest. 
55,901 Miles, auto trans, 
Amethyst, CD, sunroof. Non-
smoker, MUST SELL!! Caii 
TODAY! 734-422-5013 

obscrverandoccenMe.com 

i-800-57&-SBLL 

You ' l l F ind Your Regular HomrTown CLiss i l ieds 

Fo l lowing the Real Esta te Sect ion ! 

WIN FREE TICKETS! 
J Meadow Brook 

Theatre 
O A K L A N D U N I V E R S I T Y ' S 

P R O F E S S I O N A L T H E A T R E 

C O M P A N Y 

MICHIGAN EXCLUSIVE! 
Oaada's intereatioiî y acdahijed 

SHAW FESTIVAL 
perforating George Bsfwii Show's 

CANDIDA 
J A N 8 - F E B 2 

•Toronto Son 

isniiag proounioa 
gat audi better than this!" 

HsnihonSfgbfltof 

Tkkets s t a r ! at just $191 

MET BOX OFFICE: 

(248) 377-3300 
GROUP DISCOUffTS: ( 2 4 8 ) 3 7 0 - 3 3 1 6 

www.mbtheatre.com 

D A I M L E R C H R Y S L E R . 

© t e m r c r f i St t tn i r t f 

COUPLES NIGHT! Buy OAS ticket, 

get second half price) Wed, Thurs & Sun nights. 

MBT SATINS: 
Suitable for high-school age and older I 

W I N TICKETS TO SEE 

THE SHAW FESTIVAL'S "CANDIDA' 
Sue l i i duy •) O X l t h s i f i d ads - Sect ion / 9 3 0 - l o s t a n d f o u n d N s - for the w inn i ng answer ! 

W i l p . i ' i c m i j y.'ith the c o i i i n i u i ' . v .p f y u u f i a m r , u t M n v , £ cl t iy l ime p h o n e to (ANOi f iA 

f OHtESI mi<v,v Ci i c t ' l i r j t i U c OciMnnd l lmvpr ' . i t y Roth- 'Mer M l 1H309 h " c n i n i e r - , v.| l | 

Si- r m i l n m l ' / ' L ' l e t l i ' d f r o m v, ' th l i te t o r r r c t a i i ' v / c r . r « t i / i ' d Jan 

the Cranbrook institute. 
"Museums are always collecting 
fossils. There's lots collected 
that haven't been worked on. 
Right now I'm doing research 
at the Smithsonian on fossil 
dolphin skulls, scanning them 
to see how big their brains are. 
Tbday"s dolphins are very big-
brained and clever but first you 
have to prepare them then put 
them through a CT scanner like 
they have in hospitals. To take 
one fossil out of the rock can 
take months oryears. It's along 
time coming sometime. Hie 
hardest part of paleontology is 
preparation. It takes a long 
time to get even one fossil to 
the point to study for 20 min-
utes then we measure the fos-
sils and take pictures of them. 
We try to study what they were 
like as living animals and we 
make copies of fossils to dis-
tribute to other museums. 

"Visitors -vyill be able to work 
on fossils, anil clean them off. 
They'll get their hands dirty. 
We'll bring out interesting 
whale fossils, hind legs and hip 
bones, and plaster jackets from, 
plaster and burlap and people 
can work on them, using brush-
es and picks. We've got lots of 
turtles 30 million years old so 
we dont mind them handling 
them so much. They can get a 
feel for what a paleontologist 
does and they'll will be able to 
take home copies of fossil 
whale teeth. We've made casts 
before and people love it." 

Cetaceans are obviously 
Uhen's first love when it comes 
to research. Visitors will learn a 
wealth of information from him 
on Paleontology Day. But first 
he travels to the Smithsonian to 
use CT scanners to study the 
size of the brain cavity inside of 
a dolphin's skull. 

BRAIN COMPARISONS 

"Besides humans, blue 
whales have the biggest brain, 
but relative to body size it's 
human then dolphins," said 
Uhen, an Ann Arbor resident. 
"We want to know where did 
they get these big brains. 
Whales are too big to go 
through the scanner which is 
only 26 inches wide so we're 
doing dolphins. 

"There have been major tran-

• 

Mark Uhen works on a fossi l in t h e preparat ion of fab a t Cranbrook Ins t i tu te o f Science. In t h e background is Nancy 

Mathura, one of t h e vo lunteers who assists him in the research every Wednesday in the basement of t h e museum. 

sitions. Mammals evolved over 
time to live in the oceans. The 
closest relatives of whales are 
cows, pigs, hippos, giraffe, even 
toed animals called Artiodactyls. 
Until about 10-15 years ago, we 
didn't have fossils to back pale-
ontologists theories that they 
had hind limbs then they began 
to find early whales in Pakistan 
and India. In fall 2001, there 
were significant finds of four-
footed animals walking around 
on land with gills and fins." 

The thrill of discovery is 

unteering at the lab for 20 

years. The Commerce Township 
resident spent the last couple of 
months gluing together two 
halves of a turtle shell for the 
Treasures of the Institute 
Collection opening Feb. 8. It is 
the first special exhibit at the 
museum in 25 years. 

"I love it more than any-
thing," said Schwartz. "I learn 
something every time I walk 
through the door. Mark's a 
wealth of knowledge. It's a 
wonderful opportunity to 
uncover fossils from 37 million 

ago. I'd pay to do it and 
I've worked in the field : 

before. Cranbrook took a group 
to Montana about eight years 
ago. I like being up to my 
elbows in casting material with 
no running water. Every new 
project is an adventure. My 
most memorable experience 
was working on a cranium for a 
THceratops. That was three 
years worth of work." 

Nancy Mathura understands 
Schwartz's enthusiasm for pale-
ontology. The Waterford resi-
dent began volunteering in the 
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years 
"I always brought my children 

here to the museum and I have 
loved it," said Mathura. "I called 
and asked can I help with the fos-
sils. I like taking the sediments off 
with an air hammer, dental tools, 
brushes. I go regularly to the 

with a group on a private ranch. 
I'm excited about being here on 

y. I'd like to be 
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able to do this before the public so 
they can see what we do." 

Uhen hopes the day whets 
the appetite of visitors enough 
to take the institute's 
"Paleontology for Beginners" 
classes starting Feb, 3. He's 
now in the process of training 
Oakland University graduate 
students to teach the classes. In 
the meantime, for more infor-
mation on paleontology, visit 
the educational Web pages 
Uhen creates for the Society of 
Vertebrate Paleontology at 
www.vertpaleo.org. 

ichomiri@oe.homecomm.net | (734) 953-2145 

What Learn what it's like to be 
a paleontologist, watch as 
actual whale and turtle fossils 
are removed from rock, create 
casts of whale teeth to take 
home and study, scrape away 
dirt and clean authentic 
turtle fossils approximately 
30-million years old 

When: 1-4 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 18 

Where: Cranbrook Institute of 
Science, 39221 Woodward, 
Bloomfield Hills 

Admission: $7, $5 seniors 
{age 65 and up) and children 
ages 2-12, children under 
age 2 and members free. 

Call (877) GO-CRANBrook 
(462-7262) or visit the Web site 
at www.cranbrook.edu. 

For information on becoming a 
member of Cranbrook Institute 
of Science, call (248) 645-3245 

060SQ61414 
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PETER MAX 
FROM PAGE B1 

"It was an amazing life of 
spirituality," he said. "We lived 
in a Pagoda house set inside a 
park that was surrounded by 
Sikh, Chinese and Mongolian 
monasteries. At four to five in 
the morning, chanting would 
begin. I thought every little 
European boy lived like this. 

"I learned about America one 
day when I was 6 years old 
when I went to work with my 
father. It started to rain and he 
started pulling me to walk 
faster when we passed a pan-
handler displaying colorful 
things. I wanted the books. He 
said no, so I started to cry. We 
walked back and he bought all 
of them. They were/ull of color. 
When we arrived at our desti-
nation, I found myself with 125 
American comic books." 

Max learned to read English 
in British kindergarten. Soon 
Tom Mix and Superman 
became friends. His sensitivity 
for a little boy with polio soon 
earned him another. 

Max would walk him home 
from school each day, until one 
afternoon his mother invited 
him to see a movie. For the next 
four years, he watched a film 
every day. 

"I became totally knowledge-
able about American iconogra-
phy," Max said. "I started follow-
ing all the stars like Spencer 
TVacy, Howdy Doody, Keystone 
Cops. I loved America for its 
invention. I feel I'm more 
American than Americans, even 
though I came to America at 16. 
Americans take everything for 
granted, but they're the most 
creative, generous. America's 
given freedom to every race. 
They're the most inventive. We 
invented outer space with Buck 
Rogers 100 years before we 
even knew it existed." 

a 

Pianist guests with Livonia 

^ i S ! ? u e ' s 0 R e ° * f > e * e r M a x ' s favorite themes. He's painted the 
subject every Fourth of July since 1976. 

The Livonia Symphony 
Orchestra begins the new year 
with a concert featuring guest 
pianist Arthur Greene perform-
ing Rachmaninoff's Concert 
No. 2 Saturday, Jan. 18, at 
Churchill High School 
Auditorium in Livonia. 

The concerto has become one 
of the favorites of both classical 
music audiences and the pub-
lic. In the 1940s it was popular-
ized by the song Full Moon and 
Empty Arms and later in the 
fantasy sequence of the movie 
Seven Year Itch starring 
Marilyn Monroe. It is also a 
favorite of Livonia Symphony 
Orchestra conductor 
Volodymyr Shesiuk and 
Greene, a professor and chair-
man of the piano department at 
the University of Michigan 
School of Music in Ann Arbor. 

Greene's dynamic performanc-

Greene 

es have won 
him acclaim in 
concert halls 
throughout the 
world. He has 
appeared with 
the San 
Francisco ̂ nd 
Utah sym-
phonies, Czech 

National Symphony, Tokyo 
Symphony, National Symphony 
of Ukraine, as a soloist with the 
Philadelphia Orchestra at the • 
Chopin Festival, and has toured 
Japan 12 times. Greene earned 
his degrees from Yale University 
and The Juilliard School in New 
York City. 

Also on the program are 
Tchaikovsky's Fourth 
Symphony, sometimes referred 
to as his "Fate" symphony, and 
Karl Maria von Weber's Waltz 
for Strings. 

LIVONIA SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA 

What The Touch of Classics 
concert features pianist 
Arthur Greene performing 
Rachmaninoff's Piano 
Concerto No. 2 in C minor 

When: 
7:30 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 18 

Where: Churchill High School 
Auditorium, 8900 Newburgh, 
north of Joy, Livonia 

Tickets: $16, $10 students. 

Call (734) 425-4855 
or (248) 645-6666 i 

'Americans take everything 

for granted, but they're the 

most creative, generous. 

They're the most inventive.' 
Peter Max 
artist 

INFLUENCES 

Those comic books and early 
years definitely influenced Max's 
ar t Even though he dreamed of 
becoming an astronomer, his 
mother's urgings for him to 
draw won out Max expects to 
return from his opening at Park 
West Gallery with between 40 to 
240 drawings. 

"I travel a lot to wonderful 
gallery openings, so I bring 
mixed media with me like col-

ored pencil," Max said. "I'm 
drawing in the back of the lim-
ousine, at dinner. What IVe dis-
covered is the drawing wants to 
draw itself. It's* like going to the 
park — you don't think about 
taking one step then another 
step. As a young artist I would 
put a line here, a line there. It 
takes deep practice — practice, 
practice, practice. You're work-
ing and it's automatic. I some-
time become a voyeur. I'm into 
yoga, meditation and creativity 
all daylong. I don't say, Today 
I'm going to paint flowers.' I 
paint without preconceived dis-
cipline. I stand in from of the 

invent images. Images invent 
themself. I just go and I paint 
I'm painting what comes out. I 
let it occur. It's my highest high." 

Max compares his painting to 
playing blues and jazz on key-
boards, a recreation he enjoys 
just for himself. But that's 

another story, as are the posters 
he's designed for the Grammys, 
Super Bowls and World Cup. 
Next time you look up in the 
sky, look for the colorful Boeing 
777 wide-body jet he created 
for Continental Airlines. 

Max is a fascinating man and 
artist He proudly tells you when 
he walks away from the easel he 
is Peter Max, the animal protec-
tion and human rights person, 
the environmentalist It would 
take pages to recount all of his 
good works and achievement. 
And his new book, The Art of 
Peter Max, published by Hany 
Abrams, does. Most recently he 
painted portraits of the 356 fire-
fighters killed in the World 
Trade Center then donated them 
to their families. Proceeds from 

* a series of six Statue of Liberty 
prints (on sale on his Web site 
www.petermax.com) went to 
several of the funds set up for 
survivors of the victims. Over 
the years, Max has donated his 
serigraphs to PETA (People for 
the Ethical Treatment of 
Animals). Of course who would 
expect less from a man living 
with five cats and a German 
shepherd-lab mix. That's my 
kind of guy. 

Have an interesting idea for a story? 
Cail Observers Eccentric arts reporter 
Linda Ann Chomin at (734) 953-2145 
or send e-maii to Ichomin® oe. ' 
homecomm.net. 
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YOUR GUIDE TO SUBURBAN ENTERTAINMENT 

PROFESSIONAL THEATER 

Century Theatre 
8-Track: The Sounds of the 70s 
7:30 p.m. Wednesday-Thursday, 
1:20 p.m. limited Thursdays, 8:30 
p.m. Friday-Saturday, 5:30 p.m. 
Saturday-Sunday, 1:30 p.m. 
Sunday, 333 Madison, Detroit. 
$24.50-$34.50. (313) 963-9800 

The Detroit Opera House 
RENT, inspired by Puccini's La 

, Boherne, March 18-23, at The 
Detroit Opera House. Tickets 
from S20-S55.50, on sale Jan. 19. 
For more information, call (313) 
872-1000 

Fisher Theatre 
Porgyand Bess, March 11-30, at 
The Fisher Theatre, Fisher 
Building, Detroit. Tickets: $30-. 
$65. For additional information 
cail (313) 872-1000 

Gem Theatre 
Shear Madness, 333 Madison, 
Detroit. $24.50 to $34.50. (313) 
963-9800 

Meadow Brook Theatre 
Presents the Shaw Festival's 
Candida runs through Feb. 2 at 

• Wilson Hall, Oakland University, 
Rochester Hiils. Tickets $19-$38. 

; Call (248) 377-3300 for perform-
ance times and ticket information. 

Music Hall 
The Black Ensemble Theater 
Touring Company presents the 
debut of The Jackie Wilson Story 
(My Heart is Crying. Crying) for 
eight performances only, Feb. 4-9, 
at Music Hall, Detroit. $22.50- • 
$37.50 and available at the Music 
Hall box office, Ticketmaster out-

* lets or online at ticketmaster.com. 
For performance times or more 
information caii, (313)963-2366 

The Marquis Theatre 
Velveteen Rabbit, through Sunday, 
Jan. 19,135 E. Main St., downtown 
Northville, $7.50. No children 
younger than 3, (248)349-8110. 

Wild Swan Theater 
Presents Owl's MnterThursday-
Saturday. Jan. 23-25, at Washtenaw 
Community College's Towsley 
Theater, Tickets $6/ children: $8/ 
adults, Call (734) 424-9591 for 
times and more information. 

. COMMUNITY THEATER 

Clarkston Village Players 
Extremities, a drama by William 
Mastrosimone, runs through 
Jan. 25,7:30 p.m. Thursday, 8 
p.m. Friday-Saturday, and 2 p.m. 
Sunday, at the Depot Theatre. 
$10 Thursday and Sunday, $12 
Friday-Saturday. (248)-625-8811 
or visit the Web site at 
www.clarkstonvillageplayers.org 

Noul Civic Center Theatre 
Hansel & Gretel, 3 p.m. and 7:30 
p.m.. Feb. 1; 7:30 p.m. Feb. 2 at 
45175 W. 10 Mile, Novi. Tickets $10 
reserved; $12 at the door. (248) 
347-0400 

Rldgedale Players 
Present Foxfire, a play with 
music by Susan Cooper and 
Hume Cronyn, 8 p.m, Friday-
Saturday, and 2 p.m. 
Sunday, through Jan. 26, at 
the theater, 205 West Long ! 

Lake Road, between 
Livernois and Crooks, Troy. 
Tickets are $12, $11 seniors 
and students on Sundays, 
includes an afterglow with 
sandwiches and coffee after 
each performance. Cail 
(248) 988-7049 

The Waterford Cultural Council presents Blackthorn in concert 7:30 p.m. Friday, Jan. 17, at Central United Methodist Church, 5860 
Andersonville Road, Waterford. Tickets are $15, $10 seniors and students. Caii (248) 623-9389. 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

One More Time • 
Concert featuring the 

. Birmingham Concert Band and 
Farmington Community Band, 3 
p.m. Sunday, Jan. 19, Farmington 
Harrison High School, 29995 W. 
12 Mile Road. No charge. 

Farmington Community Band 
Valentine Dinner Dance, 6:30 
p.m., cocktail hour, 7:30 p.m. din-

Luke Brindiey (pictured) and special guest Melissa McClain perform in concert 8 p.m. Friday, Jan. 17, 
at Trinity House Theatre, 38840 West Six Mile, Livonia. Tickets are $10, $7 members. Call (734) 464-
6302. Brindiey combines skilled guitar work with an honest, contemplative poetic vision. His CD 
Spring Song (2000) and How Faint the Whisper (2001) are companion pieces exploring themes of 
betrayal and hope. McClain began singing and playing guitar as a student at the University of Virginia 
in the early 1990s! After graduating and moving to Michigan her job as a high school English pushed 
music into the background. She released her first CD Soaring last year. 

Plowshares Theatre Company 
Presenting: The Piano Lesson, an 
August Wilson drama; press 
opening night performance at 6 
p.m., Feb. 1. Play runs from Jan. 
30-Feb. 23 at Marygrove College, 
8425 West McNichols. northwest 
Detroit. Tickets range from $10-
$25.(313) 872-0279. for times of 
performances 

CHILDREN'S THEATER 

The Avon Players 
Presents, The Story of Hansel 
and Gretel, at 8 p.m., Jan. 24 and 
25; 2 p.m. Jan. 25 and 26 at 1185 
Washington Road in Rochester 
Hills, one mile east of the 
Tienken and Rochester Roads 
intersection. Tickets $8. (248) 
608-9077 

Farmington Players Barn 
Theatre 

Kids and Strings Concert, pre-
sented by the City of Farmington 
Hills Special Services Dept. and 
the Detroit Symphony 
Orchestra's Ambassador Quintet. 
An interactive concert for chil-
dren ages 4-7 at 11 a.m. March 8 
at the Farmington Players Barn 
Theatre, Farmington Hills. 
Tickets $11. (248) 473-1857 or 
(248) 473-1800. 

Genitti's Hole-in-the-Wall 
. Children's Theater Lunch, 

includes lunch and show. 0 and 
A session after the show at 11:30 
a.m. Jan. 18, at 108 East Main, 
Northville. $12.95/kids; 
$14.95/adults. Call for reserva-
tions (248) 349-0522 

St. Dunstan's Theatre Guild of 
Cranbrook' 

D.L. Co burn's The Gin Game 
opens 8 p.m. Friday, Jan. 17, and 
continues 8 p.m. Saturday. Jan. 
18,2 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 19, and 8 
p.m. Thursday-Saturday, Jan. 23-
25, at the theater, 400 Lone 
Pine Road, between Cranbrook 
and Lahser roads, Bloomfield 
Hills. Complimentary parking 
with shuttle service available 
from Christ Church Cranbrook 

' across the street. $13, $11 stu-
dents and seniors. (248) 644- . 
0527 or online at 
www.StDunstansTheatre.com 

Stagecrafters 
Chicago. Jan. 17-Feb. 9, at the 
historic Baldwin Theatre, 415 
South Lafayette, in downtown 
Royal Oak. Show times are 8 p.m. 
Jan. 17-18,23-25,30-31, Feb. 1 and 
7-8; 2 p.m. Jan. 19,26, Feb, 2 and 
9. Feb. 7 performance is signed . 
for the deal, Tickets $14 
Thursday, $16 on Friday-Sunday. 
(248) 541-6430 

. COLLEGE THEATER 

Hilberry Theatre 
The Philadelphia Story, 8 p.m. Jan. 
23-25 and Feb. 2 at 4743 Cass 
Avenue, Detroit (313) 577-2972 

'Cloud 9by Caryl Churchill, 2 p.m. 
Jan. 29and Feb. 15; 8 p.m. Jan. 30. 
31, Feb. 14,15,20 and March 1 
Studio Theatre 

Art by Yasmina Rez, 8 p.m. Jan. 
16,17,18,23,24 & 25 at 4743 Cass 
Avenue, Detroit (downstairs at 
the Hilberry) (313) 577-2972 

ner, Feb.14, at Glen Oaks Country 
Club, 30500 West Thirteen Mile, 
Farmington Hills. Early Bird 
Tickets through Jan. 17; $300 for 
table of eight; $80 for two; $43 
for one. Reservations accepted 
until Feb. 7. (734) 261-2202 

Farmington Musicaie 
Presents a Valentine program 
"Love - American Style" 12:30 
p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 5, at • 
Hammell Music on Middlebelt in 
Livonia. The program consists of 
a variety of piano and vocal 
solos. Guests $3, Farmington 
Musicaie members free. 

Plymouth International ice 
Sculpture Spectacular 

21st Anniversary edition of this 
. free family winter special event 

runs through Monday, Jan. 20, in 
downtown Plymouth. (734) 459-
9157 or visit the Web site at 
www.wattsupinc.com. Ice Odyssey 

. dinner dance and auction to raise 
funds for the spectacular 7-11 
p.m. Friday, Jan. 17, at Northville 
Hiils Golf Course. Tickets $100, 
and available by calling (734) 
459-6969 or (734) 459-9970 

Schaver Music Recital Hali-Old 
Main Building -

African American Composers 

MANNG CONTACT 
Please submit items for publication in Going Places 
to Linda Chomin two weeks in advance of event. 
Observers Eccentric Newspapers, 36251 Schoolcraft, 
Livonia, Ml 48150 or fax (734) 591-7279 

Concert, 2:30 p.m, Jan. 20 at 1321 
Old Main Building, Detroit. Free , 
admission. (313) 577-1795 ' 

Singing Valentines 
Nothing says you care like a 
singing valentine. A barbershop 
quartet from Wayne Chapter of 
the Barbershop Harmony 
Society will serenade your 
sweetheart at home, work or 
anywhere else you choose in 
Wayne, Westland, Garden City, 

. Plymouth, Canton or Livonia, in 
addition to the serenade, the 
person receives a red rose and 
personalized Valentine's Day 
card. The vocalists will even 
deliver your special personal 
gift. The cost is $40. If you wish 
to present the singing valentine 
in person by singing with the 
quartet the cost is only $20. To 
schedule singers between 8 a.m. 
and 9 p.m. on Feb. 14-16, caii 
(734) 981-6342 or send e-mail to 
valentines@WeSingBarbershop.c 
om. Orders will be taken up to * 
Feb. 11. • / 

CLASSICAL 

The Arbor Consort 
. Free concert 7-8 p.m. Thursday, 

Jan. 16, at The Ann Arbor District 
Library, 343 S.fifth Ave. in Ann 
Arbor. (248) 327-4560 

Detroit Chamber Winds & 
Strings 

Flutist, Philip Dikeman, 8 p.m. 
• hors d'oeuvres reception, 8:30 
* p.m. performance, Jan. 24 at 

Hagopian World of Rugs, 850 
South Old Woodward in 
Birmingham; and 8 p.m. 
Wednesday, Jan. 29, at Hagopian 
World of Rugs, 12 Mile and Novi 
roads, Novi. Tickets $19; 
$10/children 12 and under. (248) 
559-2095 
Mr. Dikeman also wiil appear 
with Robert Saterlee at 7:30 p.m. 
hors d'oeuvres reception, 8 p.m. 
performance, Jan. 29 at 

. Hagopian World of Rugs in Novi 
at the intersection of 12 Mile and 
Novi Roads. Tickets $19-$10 for 
children 12 and under. (248) 559-
2095 

Detroit Symphony Orchestra 
The orchestra celebrates the life 
of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. in a 
concert 3 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 19, 
Detroit Mayor Kwame Kilpatrick 
narrates the stirring Aaron 
Copland homage to Abraham 
Lincoln titled A Lincoln Portrait, 
at Orchestra Hall. Detroit. $10-
$25 adults, $8-20 for children 
under age 18. (313) 576-5111 

Kerrytown Concert House 
Peter Rejto, Michele Cooker, spon-
sored by the Cello Society of 
Detroit. 8 p.m. Jan. 24 at 415 North 
4th Avenue, Ann Arbor. Tickets $5-
$25, call (734) 769-2999. Katri 
Ervamaa, Winston Collier and 

. Gunther Sciiuller at 4 p.m. Feb.16. 
Nancy Steltmann and Mary Louise 
Vetrano at 8 p.m. Feb. 22 

Livonia Symphony Orchestra 
"A Touch of Classics" concert 
featuring pianist Arthur Greene 
7:30 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 18, at 
Churchill High School on 
Newburgh, north of Joy Road, 
Livonia. $16, $10 children and ' 
students. (734) 425-4855 

Northville Arts Commission 
Presents its 2003 Winter Concert 
Series with The Canton Chamber 
Orchestra, a small ensemble o f , 
the Plymouth Symphony . 
Orchestra at 3 p.m. Jan. 12 at 
Northville High School 
Auditorium, 47600 Six Mile. 
Tickets $10. $7 for students. 
(248)449-9950 

Scarab Club 
Chamber Music at the Scarab 
Club, 7 p.m., Jan. 26 located in 
Detroit at the corner of John R. 
and Farnsworth, behind the DIA. 
Tickets $18 at door, $15 in 
advance. (248) 647-0289 

Schoolcraft College 
Soprano Jennifer Larson per-
forms noon Wednesday, Jan. 22. 
Larson has sung with the Toledo 
Opera, Utah Opera and Michigan 
Opera Theatre, the Milwaukee, 
Utah, Illinois and Detroit 
Symphony orchestras. She will be 
accompanied by James 
Wilhelmsen, a member of the 
Verdehr Trio, He owns and directs 

. the Clarkston Conservatory of 
Music. Performance in the 
Recital Hall in the Forum Building 
on campus, 18600 Haggerty, 
between Six Mile and Seven Mile, 
Livonia. (734)462-4403-

Council is holding its annual din-
ner-dance and auction Friday, 
March 14, at St. John's Golf and 
Conference Center in Plymouth. 
"Passions of the Past: A'70s 
Bash" is the theme of this year's 
event that raises money for the 
PCAC's educational and commu-
nity arts programming. $75. To 
buy tickets, donate an auction 
item or help the planning com-
mittee, call (734) 416-4278 

-Trinity House Theatre 
Benefit concert featuring Jim 

. Bizer, Lucy Webster, Jan Krist, 
Stewart Francke, Jim Roll and 
Ralston Bowles, 8 p.m. (doors 
open at 7:30 p.m.) March 1, at 
38840 West Six Mile Road, 

' Livonia, $15, $12 for theatre 
members. (734) 464-6302 

JAZZ/BLUES 

B'Jazz Vespers 

The Odessa Harris Group, 6-8 
p.m., Jan. 19, at the First Baptist 
Church at Willits and Bates " : : 

Streets, downtown Birmingham, 
No charge-casual attire. (248) 
644-0550 

Larry Nozero Jazz Quintet 
Performs 8 p.m. to midnight 
Monday at Mitch Housey's Food 
& Spirits, Livonia. (734) 425-5520 
or visit www. larrynozero. com. 

Southfield Pabiic Library 
Bluesman Robert B. Jones per-
forms 2-4 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 26, at 
the Southfield Public Library, 
26000 Evergreen. The program is 
free, space limited. (248)948-0470 

fingerstyle guitarist, performs at 
8 p.m., Feb. 1. Messerly 
Ewing,8p,m,Feb.7, 

SOCIAL DANC1N6 

Dance Elite Ballroom Studio 
Ballroom/ Latin dance party 9 
p.m. to midnight, DJ, open to the 
public, Friday-Saturday, Maple at 
Haggerty (inside: 

The Vaudeville singing duo The Happiness Boys appear 2 p.m. Sunday, 
Jan. 19, at the Livonia Civic Center Library, 32777 Five Mile, east of 
Farmington Road. Don Devine and David Owens will sing songs from 
the glory days of Tin Pan Alley. Many well known entertainers such as 
Bob Hope, Ai Jolson and Jack Benny started out in Vaudeville. Tickets 
are $5, free for members of the Friends of the Library. 

LECTURES/WORKSHOPS 

Plymouth Community Arts 
Council 

Ice Carving Workshop, 9 a.m. to 
noon or 1-4 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 
25. Introduction to ice sculp-
tures. $35 for PCAC members, 
$40 for non-members. A fee for 
ice will be due at class time. 
Class size limited call early to 

spot. (734) 416-4278 . 

BENEFITS 

The Plymouth Community Arts 

Vince James Trio 
Compari's, 8-11 p.m. Wednesdays, 
350 S. Main, Plymouth, (734)416-

WORLD/FOLK MUSIC 

PatMcDunn 
Duke Humphries, 8-11 p.i 
Rochester Hills, no cover, (248) 
601fl1Q0 

Trinity House Theatre 
Madison Green, 8 p.m. Jan. 24 at 

Livonia; (734) 464-6302. Len's 
Lounge and Corndaddy perform 
at 8 p.m. Jan. I 

Bloomfield. $10, $9 Michigan 
Swing Dance Association, sin-
gles w|lcome. (248) 926-8522 

Moon-Dusters 
Ballroom dancing to live bands, 
featuring swing, fox trot, waltz, 
cha-cha and Latin, 8:30-11:30 

- p.m. Saturday, Livonia Civic 
Center, 15218 Farmington Road at 
Five Mile, $5, (248)967-1428. 

Rhythm 'N' Shoes 
Weekly ballroom/ Latin dance 
party with disc Jockey, 9-11 p.m, 
Thursday, 2172 Franklin Road,. . 
north of Square Lake Road, east 
of Telegraph, Bloomfield Hills, $7, 
$6 members, (248)334-0299. 

White Heather Club 
One hour progressive "West 
Coast Swing" lessons every 
Sunday taught by Glen Clark-at 7 
p.m. SHARP Jan. through Feb. 
150 Vester, Ferndale- $6; doors 
open at 6:45 p.m. Free snacks 
and beverages. (313) 521-6564 

COMEDY 

Ann Arbor Comedy Showcase 
Comedy Jamm Night! 8 p.m. ! 

Wednesdays, Jan. 22 and 29. All 
tickets $5. Jim McHygh: 8 and -
10:30 p.m., Jan. 23-25; tickets $5-
$10. Kivi Rogers: 8 and 10:30 p.m. 
Jan. 30-31, Feb. 1; tickets $7-$13, 
at 314 East Liberty, Ann Arbor: 

Joey's Comedy Club/Livonia ; 
Every Tuesday night is open mic 
night. The club also offers a 
stand-up comedy class for 
those interested in performing 
and writing comedy. 36071 
Plymouth Road, Livonia. (734). 
261-0555 

Paisano's/Joey's Comedy Club-
Dearborn 

AI April!, through Jan. 19 at 5070 
Schaefer Road, Dearborn. Call 
for times and prices (313) 584- '. 
8885.Tim Jones; Jan. 23-25; 
Mike Green, Jan. 30-Feb. 2. 

MUSEUMS ANB TOURS 

Meadow Brook Hall 
Winter tour times are 1:30 p.m. 

• Monday-Aunday, and 12:30 p.m. 
and 2:30 p.m. Saturday-Sunday,. 
cost is $12.50, $8.50 seniors 
over age 62. $6 children under 
12, children under 2 free; special 
events include Tea on Tuesday . 
3-4:30 p.m. Jan. 21 ($30), space: 
is limited so call for reserva-
tions (248) 370-3140, and a 
Family Fun Day 10-11:30 a.m. 
Saturday, Jan. 25, for children ; 

to learn more about the hall's 
vast collection of china, prepaid 
reservations and chaperones. 
required, cost is $12 per child 
(includes one free adult), a t . 
Meadow Brook Hall on the cam-
pus of Oakland University, 
Rochester. For information, visit 
the Web site at www.meadow-
brookhall.org 

Plymouth Historical Museum 
New permanent Abraham 
Lincoln exhibit, Images of 
Lincoln, acquired from Michigan 
collector Weldon Petz, at the 
museum, 155 S. Main. $3, $1 stu-
dents ages 5-17, $7 a family. 
Hours are 1-4 p.m. Wednesday-
Thursday and Saturday-Sunday. 
(734)455-8940 

Rochester Hills Museum at Van 
Hoosen Farm 

The 16-acre museum complex 
tells the story of Oakland 
County's earliest pioneers. 
Admission includes tours of 
the 1840 Van Hoosen * 
Farmhouse, 1850 Tenant Red 

. House and 1927 Van Hoosen 
Dairy Barn. The museum's new 
permanent exhibit, A Lively 
Town, uses more than 200 
images and 100 artifacts to 
show the development of the 
Rochester area. $5, $3 chil-
dren, students and seniors. 
Hours are 1-4 p.m. Wednesday-
Saturday, at the museum on 
Van Hoosen Road, one mile 
east of Rochester Road off 
Tienken. (248) 645-4663 or 
visit the Web site at 
www.rochesterhills.org/muse-
um.htm 

< m 2 n d A n n u a l V a i e n t i n e % * t ^ % 

f | | DOO-WOP CONCERT tC 
S A T U R D A Y , FEBRUARY 1 5 , 2 0 0 3 

-c;. 3? 4 : 0 0 a n d 8 : 0 0 P .M. 
D E T R O I T O P E R A H O U S E 

v . Tickets available at Opera House Box Office. Tickelmaster 218-645 6666 

http://www.clarkstonvillageplayers.org
http://www.StDunstansTheatre.com
http://www.wattsupinc.com
http://www.rochesterhills.org/muse-
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Inot a bad seat in the house," 
"Hadley said. "And backstage we 
have 15 feet of wing space. We 
Shad zero before for cast mem-
bers to move on and off". We 
never had a second floor before, 

; but with the new building we 
jhave fly space for raising drops, 
'and I-beams designed to carry 
36,000 pounds of load. The 

jcurtain will go up, not side-
fways. I think we can do some 
fine productions. The 50 per-
cent larger stage opens up the 
number and type of shows we 
can do. Romeo and Juliet axe 
•not in our repertoire because 
?we didn't have two stories for a 
balcony." 
• The audience need not worry 
'that the intimacy of the old 
space is lost. The seating capac-
ity increased from 173 to 235 

while maintaining that up close 
and personal feeling. But it did-
n't come cheap. The members 
have a $500,000 mortgage, 
which means they'll be con-
stantly holding fund-raisers 
like the Jan. 25 gala, although 
an agreement with Farmington 
Hills will go a long way in eas-
ing the burden. For the next 
five years, the city is renting the 
facility to present its concert 
series and a summer youth the-
ater program. 

"It's so exciting to have an 
actual theater to do our per-
formances in," said Nancy 
Coumoundouros, cultural arts 
coordinator for the cities of 
Farmington Hills and 
Farmington. "We wanted to sup-
port the Players because of how 
hard they've worked in tit 
munity. It's a win-win situation 
to have found a home for the 
youth theater program we began 
last summer. We plan to make it 
more extensive this year.* 

In addition to renting the 
facility for functions, meetings 
and concerts (the Ambassador 
Quintet takes over the stage for 
a March 8 performance for 
children), businesses and indi-
viduals can help support the 
new theater. Naming opportu-
nities are still available. Nissan 
Corp. already has its name on 
the ticket office. 

"Our costs went up along 
the way. There are things you 
don't know about, changes in 
code, always little surprises. 
The construction budget went 
up over $100,000" Hadley 
said. "We're thinking of other 
fund-raising ideas, but we're 
still delighted to accept dona-
tions. Naming the ticket office 
for the Nissan Corp. signifies a 
partnership. Every show has a 
budget. A smaller company 
could give production sup-
port. Nearly 10,000 people 
attend our shows every year. 
We're very flexible. They 

'The 50 percent larger stage opens up the number 

and type of shows we can do.' 
Phil Hadley 
theater project manager, Farmington Players 

call and discuss the opportu-
nities." 

Or support the theater with 
their presence at events like the 
Jan. 25 black tie optional gala. 
The evening includes a strolling 
supper with nearly 30 restau-
rants, tours of the building 
including backstage from 6-7 
p.m., a silent auction, live 
entertainment by pianist 
Marcia Peterson and vocalist 
Thomas Adams, and a presen-
tation of the Noel Coward com-
edy Present Laughter. Directed 
by Nancy Harrower, the show 
continues Jan. 31 to Feb. 22. 

Although not part of the 
main season, a Hayloft Series 
will raise funds with two shows 

— The Complete Works of 
Shakespeare, AbridgedMarch 
21-23 and 28-29, and Last of 
the Red Hot Lovers May 30-
June 1, and June 6-7. 

"We've done car washes and 
thought we might as well do 
what we do best," Tupper said. 

All the members pitched in 
along the way. Marge Wetzel 
found out about the plans to 
tear down the George Burns 
Theater in Livonia and pursued 
owners to donate a number of 
items, including the plush seats 
and large scale couches from 
the lobby and ladies room. 

"It was a windfall before the 
holidays," Hadley said. "The 
theater closed in '92 and it was 

Ml. We saved at least $20,000 
on the seats and they're more 
comfortable than what we 
could afford to purchase. Right 
now we're waiting on quotes to 
pull the rigging system that 
moves sets up overhead. I can 
say unequivocally that we're the 
most sophisticated community 
theater in the state, but we 
couldn't have done it without 
our members." 

"We called on the talents of 
members," Tapper added.. "Our 
current president Dave Ternes 
was knowledgeable about 
building and construction. He 
understands the technical 
aspects. Marcia helped with the 
seats and retrieving various 
items from the George Burns. 
The gala's going to be a glam-
orous night. The play's set in 
the Art Deco period and we're 
using the lobby carpeting for 
the set." -

lchomin@oe.homecomm.net I (734) 953-2145 

COMING ATTRACTIONS 

SCHEDULED TO OPEN 
; FRIDAY, JAN. 17 
A GUY THING 
' Paul Morse is a good guy. When his 

friends throw him a wild bachelor party, 
: he just wants.to keep his conscience 
' clean, which is why he's shocked when 
, he wakes up in bed with a beautiful girl 
1 named Becky and can't remember the 

night before. Worse than that, she also 
j happens to be his fiancee's cousin. 
5 Desperate to keep his fiancee from find* 
„ ing o u t he tells her a teensy lie, which 
c turns into a bigger lie. From the bache-

lor party to the wedding, soonhis lies 
J are spiraling out of control and his 
; entire life is a series of comical misun-

derstandings. Featured players include 
Jason Lee, Julia Stiles, Selma Blair and 

James Brolin. Chris Koch directed the 
comedy marking his first since com-
pleting Snow Day in 2000. (MGM/UA) 

NATIONAL SECURITY 
The story follows a young rookie secu-
rity guard, Earl Montgomery, who is 
forced to team up with ex-cop Hand 
Rafferty as they seek the men who are 
out to kill them both, and unravel a 
smuggling operation. Featured players 
include Martin Lawrence as Earl, Steve 
Zahn as Hank, Eric Roberts as the 
leader of the smuggling operation and 
Coim Feore as a corrupt police officer 
collaborating with professional crimi-
nals. Dennis Dugan directed the 
action, marking his first since complet-
ing Saving Silverman in 2001. 
(Columbia Pictures) 

THE SURPRISE MOVIE OF 2002: AN AUTISTIC 
ACHIEVEMENT THAT WIU BLOW YOU AWAY. 

ONE OF THE BEST FILMS 
OF THEYEAR 

OSCAR CALIBER PERFORMANCES 
FROM RAY LIOTTA AND JASON PATRIC." 

IT 'S COMPELLING 

L 

S O L P E M G L O B E B 0 M I M 3 T 8 0 i S 

B E S T P I C T U R E ! 
BEST ACTOR-JACK NICHOLSON! 

BEST OIRECTOR- ALEXANDER PAYNE 
BEST SUPPORTING ACHtESS-KATHY SATES 

BEST SCREENPLAY-ALEXANDER PAYNE & JIM TAYLOR 

'A GREAT MOVIE! PART COMEDY, PART TRAGEDY, 
PART SATIRE, MOSTLY MASTERPIECE." 

•USASCHWttZMUM, MWWJXMDJT WSH.? 

"GRACED BY AN IMPECCABLE NICHOLSON PERFORMANCE, 
THIS ISA MOVIE T H A T MIXES H U M O R A N D POIGNANCY WITH ENVIABLE SKILL" 

-KENNETH IURAN, 105/!K£UST?M£S 

"ONE OF THE BEST MOVIES OF THE YEAR. 
KATHY BATHS IS SO G O O D , YOU'LL LOVE EVERY MINUTE W H E N SHE'S O N SCREEN." 

•HCHA8D80E?£R, B O m O E f a 

ON OVER 75 TOP-TEN LISTS hicludimg : 
LOS ANGELES TIMES, THE NEW YORK TIMES, NEWSWEEK AND TIME 
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STARTS FRIDAY, JANUARY 17 
PHOENIX THEATRES 
AT BEl-AiR CENTRE 
313/438-3494 
SHOWCASE CINEMAS 
BEACOM EAST CINEMAS 
313/882-7500 
UNITED M I S T S 
COMMERCE 
STADIUM 14 
243/560-5801 
SHOWCASE CINEMAS ' 
DEARBORN 1 - 8 
313^61-3449 

STAR 
FAIRIANE 
313/240-6389 
SMC 
F O R U M 3 0 
5S67254-5663 
STAR THEATRES 
SRATiOT 
5 8 6 / 7 9 1 - 3 4 2 0 
STAR THEATRES 
GREAT LAKES 
CROSSING 
2 4 8 / 4 5 4 - 7 5 5 1 

STAfl THEATRES 
JOHN-R 
2 4 8 / 5 8 5 - 2 0 7 0 . 
AMC 
LAllfiEL PARK 10 
734/462-6200 
STAR THEATRES 
UNCQUf 
P A R K S 
3 1 3 / 3 8 2 - 5 2 4 0 
AMC 
LIVONIA 20 
734/542-9909 

AMERICAN FAMILY 
CINEMAS 
UV0N1ASAIL 
2 4 8 / 4 7 6 - 4 5 0 ? 
EMASINE 

248-319-FILM 
UPTOWN 
PALLADIUM 1 2 
248-644-filM 
SHOWCASE CINEMAS 
POHTIAC 6-12 
248/334-6777 

STAR THEATRES 
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