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• Art event / 
The Three Cities Art Club's 

January event will be held 
f rom 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. Monday 
at D & M Art Studio, located 
at 8691 North Lilley (south of 
Joy) in the Golden Gate 
Shopping Center,in Canton. 

Sharon tee Dillenbeck, 
founder of D & M Art Studio 
and a long-time member of 
Three Cities Art Club, wil l 
conduct a "Plein Air" water-
color workshop. Plein Air 
means outdoor but this 
event wil l be held indoors as 
Dillenbeck instructs partici-
pants on watercolor tech-
niques as she paints a stil l-

Members and 
invited to bring their own 
supplies or they can be pur-
chased the night of the 

Dillenbeck has developed 
and taught courses at Wayne 
County Community College, 
Plymouth Cultural Arts 
Center, Our Lady of Victory in 
Northville, St. Williams 
School in Walled Lake, for the 
Windjammer Cruise Line in 
addit ion to her own studio. • 
Her murals and paintings are 
in private collections across 
the country. 

For fur ther informat ion 
about the event .or the club, 
please call club president, 
Marilyn Meredith at (248) 
262-9711 (weekdays), (734) 
397-2348 nights and week-
ends or e-mail her at mari-
iynmeredilh@hotmail.com. 

• Tree lovers . 
Thanks to a generous ' 

donation f rom Bob Evans, 
members of Girl Scout Troop 
1595 were able to put up a 
Christmas tree in Plymouth's 

' Kellogg Park as part of the 
Chamber of Commerce dis-
play. 

The girls also had a pizza 
party at Papa Romano's. 

Members of the t roop 
posed with Santa for a photo, 
including Dana Anderson, 
Jennifer Nowicki, Laura 
Tanner, Mary Shimbo, Katie 
Martin, Lisa Nowicki, Katrina 
Sovine, Adrienne Gibson and 
Rocheile Wilkinson. . 

Leader of the.troop is 
Oarleen Nowicki. 

• Parent meeting 
Meetings of the Special 

Education Parent Advisory 
Committee are open to all 
residents of the Plymouth-
Canton community, as well 
as school staff and adminis-
trators. 

SEPAC meets f rom 7 p.m. 
to 9 p.m. every second 

. Monday of the month at . 
Discovery Middle School in 
Canton. The topic fo r the 
Jan. 13 meeting wil l be "FAT. 
(Frustration, Anxiety, 
Tension)," presented by Lori 
Parks, Plymouth-Canton 
Teacher Consultant for 
Inclusion. 

For additional information, 
contact Rich Ham-Kucharski 
at (734) 844-1714. 

Church opens doors to mourners 
- • « If* t . _3 f~*\ x A X-» nMHl 

BY HEATHER NEEDHAM 
S T A F F W R I T E R 

Plymouth Township's NorthRidge 
Church once again opened its doors to a 
large gathering of mourners Monday for 
the funeral of a family shot to death in a 
Livonia home. 

Funeral services for Livonia jeweler 
Marco Pesce, 38, his mother, Maria 
Vergati, 68, and his children, Carlo, 12, 

Sabrina, 9, and Melissa, 6, drew scores 
of mourners to the church. 

Large-scale funerals are nothing new 
for the nondenominational church, 
located at North Territorial and Ridge, 
according to the Rev. Wayne Kurtycz, 
assistant pastor. The church sanctuary 
seats 2,400 people, and the parking lot 
has 1,300 spaces. 

NorthRidge also opened its doors for 
funeral services for Detroit police Officer 

Shawn Bandy three years ago and for 
Salem student Mark Bolger in February 
2000. 

Bandy's funeral drew more than 3,000 
mourners, and had a funeral procession 
with police vehicles and motorcycles 
from three states and Canada. 

Planning for large-scale funerals at 
NorthRidge involves teamwork, Kurtycz 
said. 
' "We have several teams that come 

together," he said. One handles creative 
arts, and another handles guest services 
- which also involves helping direct traf-
fic outside the church. 

But the details of planning are not 
what is really important in this case. 

"We're talking about snuffing out a 
family for money - forget about the size 
of the funeral and all that stuff," Kurtycz 

i. "As a community, we should be out-
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Former Lt. Gov. Dick Posthumus tapped Lome Bennett, left, of Canton as 
running mate. The ticket lost to Jennifer Granholm and John Cherry in the 
general election. 

Cherry Hill, elections 

I 

Here's a look at some of the top 
stories of2002, taken from the 
files of the Canton Observer: 

JANUARY 

Rose and Mike Burns become 
the first residents to move into 
Cherry Hill Village, the neo-tra-
ditional development at Cherry 
Hill and Ridge roads. 

Canton Township offices close 
for the first time on Jan. 21 to 
celebrate Martin Luther King 
Day. Employees spent the day lis-
tening to speakers and spent the 
lunch hour at Salem High School 
for a joint presentation with the 

schools. 
Gov. John Engler signs a bill 

creating a third judgeship for 
35th District Court. The bill was 
sponsored by state Rep. Bruce 
Patterson (R-Canton). 

Some Canton residents saw 
red after being knocked off-line 
when Comcast switched its for-
mer MediaOne Road Runner 
customers to its own hi-speed 
Internet service. 

Five hundred residents take 
advantage of the Canton Police 
Department's free gun-lock give-

Big Boy restaurant o: 
Ford, which had gone through 

Brad 
student-run radio station that observed its 30th anniversary in 2002. 

many transformations in the past 
20 years, announces plans to 
become a Big Boy again. 

Kmart files for bankruptcy, 
and local Kmart shoppers show 
sympathy but don't have many 
encouraging words. 

FEBRUARY 

A winter storm leaves 4,200 
Canton residents temporarily 
without power, although the 
township escaped any major 
problems. 

The planning commission 
approves plans for a Bob Evans 
restaurant on Michigan Avenue. 

The township plans to seek a 
$500,000 challenge grant from 
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over WSDP 88.1, the 

I 
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Salem goalkeeper Tom Huts, right, consoles teammate Steve Shut! a f te r the 
Rocks lost to Rochester, 1-0, in the state championship game. 

BY BRAD KADRICH 
S T A F F W R I T E R 

When Tadarial Sturdivant fin-
ished his bachelor's degree in crim-
inal justice at Wayne State 
University and joined the Michigan 
State Police as a trooper back in 
1978, he knew what he wanted to 
do for a career. 

He couldn't have known back 
then how far that chosen career 
would take him. Last week, he 
found out. 

New Gov. Jennifer Granholm last 
week announced her choice of 
Sturdivant, a lieutenant colonel 
who'd been serving as deputy direc-
tor of the Uniform Services Bureau, 
as the new director of the Michigan 
State Police. 

"I'm a career Michigan State 

Police trooper, and this is a culmi-
nation of a life's work," said 
Sturdivant. "It's a career work, I 
was very proud (when Granholm 

made the 
announcement) 
and I was very 
pleased." 

The state Senate 

Sturdivant 

the appointment. 
If confirmed, 
Sturdivant, a 
Plymouth resident, 
will become the 
department's 
black director. 

"Michigan is blessed with 
police department full of outstand-
ing public servants," Granholm 
said. "It gives me great pleasure to 
promote from within the ranks of 

the men and women who protect 
our families every day. 

"Ikd Sturdivant has dedicated 25 
years to the state police and I look 
forward to working with him as he 
continues his career as a proven 
leader." 

Sturdivant has the criminal jus-
tice degree from Wayne State. He is 
a graduate of Leadership Detroit 
and also a graduate of the 
Northwestern University Police 
Staff and Command school. 

He started his MSP career as a 
trooper in Ypsilanti and advanced 
through the ranks. He's a former 
2nd District commander in 
Northville, and in April advanced 
to his current job with the Uniform 
Services Bureau, the MSP's largest 
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O&E seeks top 
local teachers 

Beginning in January, the Observer & Eccentric 
Newspapers will honor two teachers monthly from 
throughout our circulation area for their excellence in 
the classroom. We are looking for readers to help in 
identifying these outstanding teachers. 

Nominations can be e-mailed to cyoung© 
oe.homecomm.net, faxed to (734) 953-2232 or mailed 
to Cathy Young at the Observer & Eccentric 

Newspapers, 
36251 Schoolcraft, 
Livonia, MI 
48150. 
Nominations 
must be received 
by 5 p.m. of the 

third Monday of each month. 
Deadlines for 2003 are: Jan. 20, 

April 21, May 19, June 16, Sept 15, 
•. 17, March 17, 
20, Nov. 17 and 
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Find a home for your horse. Rocking horse, household things, whatever...call today and 
sell them quickly with a classified ad—1 -800-579-SELL 
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Cops worry about security as suspects face hearing 
* ' , - : | 1 his children Pesce's former wife because of 

B* JEFF COUNTS 
STAFF WRITER 

Security will be tight on Friday 
when John Wolfenbarger and 
Dennis Lincoln face a prelimi-
nary hearing on charges they 
murdered five members of the 
Pesce family in their Livonia 
home four days before 
Christmas. 

"We've put on extra security 
for the hearing," said Livonia 
Police Chief Peter Kunst. 

The hearing is scheduled for 9 
a.m. before Livonia's 16th 
District Judge Robert Brzezinski. 
He arraigned the pair on 
Thursday, and they are being 
held without bond in the Wayne 
County Jail. 

Hie hearing will give the pub-
lic the first real glimpse into 
what happened in the Pesce 
home that Saturday. Prosecutors 
will present evidence to the 
judge who will determine if there 
is enough of it to sustain the 
charges. The judge will then 
determine if the men will face 
trial, 

Wayne County prosecutors 
and Livonia police were tight-
lipped about what evidence will 

be presented at the hearing. 
"Our detectives are working 

with the prosecutors on the 
case," said Kunst 

He refused to comment on 
who would be testifying at the . 
hearing. There are three or four 
other persons being held in con-
nection with the case on material 
witness warrants. He would not 
say if they would be testifying in 
court He said the others may 
face charges, but they wouldn't 
be charged with murder. The 
Observer on Sunday quoted 
Kunst as saying the others could 
be charged in the slayings. That 
was incorrect 

Wolfenbarger, 31, of Detroit, 
and Lincoln, 27, of Flint, are 
parh charged with five counts of 
first degree murder in the slay-
ings. They also face numerous 
other charges,' including 
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Hundreds of mourners a t tended t he funerals at NorthRidge Church Monday of 
t he v ict im's in t he pre-Christmas murders of the Pesce family in l i von ia . 

serving nine years for armed Kunst said the short tune 
robbery and Wolfenbarger in between the discoveiy of the 
August after serving eight years bodies and the arrests shows the 
for a series of burglaries. harfwoikandded.^onput in 

other charges inciuoing The pair was arrested on by Livoniaofficers. Most officers 
breaking- ChrfahLs Eve, Wolfenbarger in had their O i ^ a s w e e k v a e a -

in charges. The first degree mur- Livonia and Lincoln near Flint Hons ̂ e l ^ ¥ ' f I X ^ v e s t i . 
der charges cany mandatory life The arrests took place about 48 around the on ftemvj6 
sentences. Both have long crimi- hours after Livonia.police were gation, m y P A h 

nal histories, and have bSn to called to the Pesce home and 
andoutofprisonformostofthe found the victims dead. boards of their patrol cars or 
1990s. They were cell mates at . They are: Marco Pesce, 38, his their desks. 
the Bayer Road Correctional mother, Maria Vergati, 68, and 
Facility until this year. Lincoln his three children - Carlo, 12, 
was paroled in February after Sabrina, 9, and Melissa, 6. 

Marco Pesce drove his children 
to Ann Arbor where they visited 
their mother at a drug rehabilita-
tion center. Pesce has been 
divorced from his wife, Diane 
Jameel, for about a year. 

At about 6 p.m. they returned 
to his home on St Martins 
Street The children went into 
the home, where they thought 
they would be met by their 
grandmother. Pesce returned to 
his business, Italia Jewelry on 
Seven Mile near Farmington. 

While the father and children 
were gone, authorities suspect 
that two men, possibly using a 
delivery truck and using the ruse 
of delivering a package, were 
able to gain entry into the home. 

Pesce had a 3,OOO pound safe 
in the home, and the, alleged 
killers didn't have the combina-
tion. Carlo Pesce was asked to 
call his father to lure him home 
in an attempt to obtain the com-

Pesce's former wife because of 
alleged drug problems, but 
Duggan went to great lengths to 
say that she was not a suspect 

Livonia police announced the 
arrests of the two men at a 
Christmas Eve press conference 
and the pair was arraigned on 
Thursday in Livonia. 

Police wouldn't comment on 
the information that led to the 
arrests, but they confirmed that 
more than $65,000 in a reward 
fund prompted people to come 
forward with information. 

Authorities would say little 
more than who the suspects are 
and where they were arrested. 

There are also three or four 

T W O W E D N E S D A Y S A T W A R D 
Provocative Art # Cosmic Science 

" S c r e w t a p e in P e r s o n " 
How would a senior demon mentor a junior demon? 

Come and find out! A hilarious one-may play performed b y a w m d -
winning off-Broadway actor, T o m Key. Based on the C.S. Lewis 

classic The Screwtape Letters. 
Wednesday, January 15, 7 :00 p.m. 

"What do the latest discoveries In physics and astronomy tell 
us about the necessity for a Creator? 
Finding God In Deep Space: 

New Evidence For Our Eternal Destiny 
Presented by Dr. Hugh Ross 

Hugh was the youngest person ever, at age 17, fo serve a= d,^forof 
observations for Vancouver's Royal AstronowicetSooiefy. H e ^ l d ^ n 

undergraduate degree in physics (University of British Columbia) and 
graduate degrees in Astronomy (University of Toronto 

Wednesday, January 2 2 , 7 : 0 0 p.m. 
. Both programs are free and open to the public. 

i t i 
Ward Presbyterian Church is located at 

40000 W. Six MHe Road at Haggerty in Northville. 
(Just wes t of the Barnes & Noble Shopping 

Center) <248) 374.5937 

Kunst alleges the pair targeted 
jewelry stores in livonia and 
Dearborn and were watching 
Pesce for several days prior to the 
robbery. He said the crime was-
n't a random act According to 
police and Wayne County 
Prosecutor Mike Duggan, here's 
an 

VISIT TO MOTHER 

On the day of the slayings 

After that point the details are 
sketchy. Police said the five 
Pesce family members were shot 
"execution style" that evening. 
"They were shot in the back," 
Duggan said. Police were called 
to check on the family on Sunday 
after relatives were unable to 
contact them by telephone. 

THE INVESTIGATION 

The Livonia police started to 
investigate the slayings on 
Sunday and held the first in a 
series of press conferences 

Much speculation centered on 

crimes in connection with the 
murders or robbery. Authorities 
wouldn't say if they would testify 
at the hearing on Friday. 

THE LOOT 

Authorities did say that more 
cash and stolen items were being 
recovered as late as last Friday. 
Police said jewelry from the 
Pesce home was recovered at a 
Detroit home. 

The items included watches, 
diamonds and melted gold. 
Police alleged that Wolfenbarger 
was in possession of metal snips 
used to remove jewels from set-
tings and a jeweler's gas torch 
used to melt gold. 

However, so far authorities 
have not put an overall monetary 
value on the jewelry or cash. 

Enter to Win an 

ENTER NOW! 
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OR IN PERSON AT BINES PARK FOfffi 1-96 ff MILFOBD BP. 1141) <37-6700 

Another new location 
in Plymouth 
Township 

• i 
" -i 

• , -i - ' 

w e ' r e t h e o n e 5 * f o r 

totally 
f r e e 

This Week SAVE 
on our best-selling 

SOFAS by LA-Z-BOY 

SalIsIEh NOW ON SALE 
Starting At.., 

FREE Checking — with no strings attached! 
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These comfortable, 
stylish sofas are 
available in your 
choice of many 
unique and 
distinctive fabrics at 
ONE SALE PRICE! 

Come in Today!I 

F i n a n i ' i i u ; A v . i i h i M i - u p t<> 12 M o n t h s . V > I n u r e d 

fine furniture 
240 N . Main Street • PLYMOUTH • (734) 459-1300 

Mon., Thurs., Fri. 10-9 • Tues.? Wed., Sat. 10-6 • Sun.1-5 
Sale Ends 1-19-03 * With Credit Approval; Minimum Payments Apply 

www.walkerbuzenberg.com 

t-
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County stories for 2002 
BY HUGH GALLAGHER 
STAFF WRITER 

One name dominates the 
year-end list of top stories of 
2002 for Wayne County. That 
same name has been a leading 
force in the county for more 
than 30 years and the clout and 
accomplishments of Edward H. 
McNamara are at center stage as 
the year comes to an end and he 
concludes 16 years as Wayne 
County executive. 

Here is a brief look at some of 
the major stories of2002: 

1. Thfe Ed McNamara 
comes to a close. McNamara, 
who has been a controversial 
and aggressive county executive, 
retires at the end of the year. 

He's touted for erasing a large 
deficit left over from the admin-
istration of William Lucas, 14 
consecutive balanced budgets, 
an innovative county.health 
insurance program, improve-
ments in road and park mainte-
nance and, most notably, major 
construction at Detroit 
Metropolitan Wayne County 
Airport. Prior to becoming 
county executive, McNamara 

At torney general Mike Cox, o f Livonia, 
makes a point t o suppor ters a t an 
e lect ioh ral ly in Lansing. 

served 17 years as mayor of 
Livonia, His legacy lives on in 
those he has mentored including 
Wayne County Prosecutor 
Michael Duggan and Michigan 
Gov.-elect Jennifer Granholm. 
But he has also been the target 
of numerous complaints about 
favoritism in the awarding of 
jobs and county contracts, 

2. Airport contracts are at the 
heart of an investigation of the 
McNamara administration. On 
Nov. 22, agents of the FBI and 
State Police confiscated files 
from county offices and 
McNamara campaign head-
quarters, Subpoenas were issued 
to several McNamara aides. The 
investigation stems from com-
plaints of cronyism in the 
awarding of contracts and possi-
ble use of intimidation for sup-
port of McNamara political and 
charitable causes. A federal 
grand jury has subpoenaed the 
campaign records of Granholm, 
Duggan and Detroit Mayor 
Kwame Kilpatrick and others. 
The outgoing county executive 
has called the investigation 
politically motivated. As the 
state's attorney general, 
Granholm turned over files from 
a Senate investigation to the 
State Police for further action. 

3. Granholm,' a Northville res-
ident, was elected governor. 
After a single term as attorney 
general, Granholm was urged by 
several leading Democrats to 
run for the open governor's posi-
tion. In the primary, she defeat-
ed two well-known party lead-
ers, former Gov, James 
Blanchard mid former U.S. 
House Whip David Bonior. 
Though tiie vote spread tight-
ened in the last week, Granholm 
was widely predicted to defeat 
her GOP opponent, Lt Gov. 
Dick Posthumus. Throughout 
the campaign Granholm faced 
harassment at her Plymouth 
Township church, Our Lady of 
Good Counsel, because of her 

Jenn i fer Granholm faces t h e media as 

position on a woman's right to 
choose an abortion. 

NEW AIR TERMINAL 

4. Northwest Airlines, the hub 
airline for Detroit Metro, 
opened its new $1.2 billion ter-
minal in»the south end of the 
airport. The awkwardly named 
Edward H. McNamara/World 
Gateway Terminal is the most 
visible of many new improve-
ments to the much maligned 
international airport (once 
labeled by a writer in The Wall 
Street Journal as only slightly 
better than the airport in 
Calcutta). The airplane- shaped 
terminal was greeted with gen-
erally rave reviews for its cleanli-
ness, efficiency and amusement 
park-like extras. Airport 
improvements also included a 
new runway and new access 
from 1-275 via John Dingell 
Drive. More changes are in the 

BRYAN MITCHELL i STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

she leaves her pol l ing place In Northvi l le on Elect ion Day. : 

works, including rebuilding the 
two older terminals being used 
by other carriers. 

5. Anew Airport Authority 
took over management of the 
Metro and Willow Run airports 
from Wayne County. Hie 
authority was the brainchild of 
erstwhile political opponents 
McNamara and Gov. John 
Engler to short-circuit a Senate 
investigation of McNamara (but 
not independent criminal inves-
tigations) and give some state 
input to airport management 
The Wayne County Commission 
fought tiie agreement, but the 
Federal Aviation Administration 
and the courts have upheld the 
authority. Four members were 
appointed by McNamara, two 
by Engler and, finally, one by the 
commission. 

6. Sheriff Robert Ficano was a 

surprisingly easy winner in the 
hotly contested primary election 
to replace McNamara, In pre-
dominantly Democratic Wayne 
County, the primary is the elec-
tion. Once again, it was a con-
test between Detroit candidates 
against suburban candidates. 
Several Detroit political figures 
divided the Detroit vote. But 
Ficano proved a strong con-
tender throughout the county, 
including the city, and took a 
majority of the vote against six 
other candidates. 

Former Police Chief Benny 
Napoleon ran considerably 

ed. Ficano won the general elec-
tion with more than 80 percent 
of the vote. 

7-Assistant Wayne County 
Prosecutor Mike Cox of Livonia 
pulled off a down-to-the-wire 

victory over state Sen. Gary 
Peters to succeed Granholm as 
attorney general. In his first run 
for political office, Cox empha-
sized his courtroom experience 
and his determination to estab-
lish the Attorney General's office 
as the state's top crime fighter. 

CONGRESSIONAL CHANGE 

8. Redistricting created a new 
congressional district for west-
ern Wayne County, the 11th 
Congressional District. Many 
commentators said the district, 
created by the Republican-dom-
inated Legislature, was tailor-
made for state Sen. Thaddeus 
McCotter, R-Livonia, McCotter 
fought off a primary challenge 
from Canton businessman 
David Hagerty and then faced 
Redford Supervisor Kevin 
Kelley in the general election. 
After a spirited campaign, early 
pundits proved right, McCotter 
was an easy victor in the general 
election. 

The area's incumbent con-
gressional representative, Lynn 
Rivers, D-Ann Arbor, was 
thrown into a primary show-
down with congressional power 
John Dingell, D-Dearborn, who 
won handily. 

9. Schoolcraft College is com-
pleting work on its new $20 
million VisTaTech Center. The 
addition to the Waterman 
Campus Center includes a state-
of-the-art information technolo-
gy center and a new culinary 
arts facility. 

10. The Emerald Ash Borer 
invaded our area, threatening 
thousands of ash trees. Experts 
believe the Asian insect is the 
most destructive pest to the tree 
population since Dutch elm dis-
ease. 
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bureau cdvering troopers, the 
motor carrier division and spe-
cial operations. 

new gig comes with a 

daughters, wouldn't specu-
late on possible changes or 

promotion to colonel, and is 
effective in February. 
Sturdivant, who lives in 
Plymouth with his wife and 

't gotten 
he said of his talks 

with the new governor. "The 
position doesn't take effect 
until February, so it wouldn't 
be appropriate to talk about 
that yet," 

Granholm noted that among 
his many responsibilities, 
Sturdivant will play a critical 

role in advising her on the safe 
community initiatives outlined 
in her "Securing Michigan's 

/ Future" plan. 
"Lt. Col. Sturdivant's historic 

appointment reflects our com-
mitment to protecting and 
securing Michigan's future," 
Granholm said, "and to build-
ing a government that is both 
excellent and inclusive." 

bNadrichf oe.homecomm.net I (734) 459-2700 
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Two teachers will be honored 
J a n u a r y t h r o u g h J u n e a n d ' 
September through December. 
The teachers will be pho-
tographed in their classroom 
and receive four tickets to any 
Star Theater and a dozen roses 

courtesy of Wesley Beny Florists 
and the Observer & Eccentric 
Newspapers. 

Nominations can come from 
students, parents, school admin-
istrators or community residents 
who have contact or knowledge 
of a teacher's classroom activi-
ties. Ib nominate a teacher, 
please send the teacher's name, 
school address and the school's 
telephone number along with a 

statement of no more than 200 
words telling us why this teacher 
deserves to be our Outstanding 
Teacher of the Month. 

A panel of editors will make 
each selection. The winning 
teachers ,will be featured in all 
editions in the last week of each 
month. 

Please help us in honoring the 
many dedicated teachers who do 
outstanding work. 

FROM PAGE A1 

raged by what happened." 
Even tough, seasoned cops 

may have difficulty coming to 
grips with the murder of chil-
dren, according to Wayne 
Byrum, 17-year chaplain with 
the Canton Police.Department. 

As chaplain, he has knocked 
on the doors of families to tell 
them of tragic car accidents, 
counseled families of suicide 
victims and helped out with 
domestic violence cases. 

Police officers are typically 
the first ones to see crime 
scenes, as was the case in 

Livonia Dec. 21. There, they 
opened the doors to the Pesce 
residence and found five dead 
bodies. 1 

"(Police officers) are the ones 
who see the gory details," 
Byrum said. "If they're normal, 
they're traumatized." 

Getting them to talk can be 

"Police officers, as you know, 
keep things inside," Byrum 
said. "This situation in Livonia, 
it had to be a horrible scene." 

In one recent Canton case, 
Byrum helped counsel an offi-
cer who had seen someone 
commit suicide by shotgun. 

"I got with him and he just 
started talking right away," he 

said. 
In instances where a large 

number of officers are involved 
in the same case, group 
debriefings - rather than one-
on-one counseling - usually 
work best, according to Byrum 
who works as a psychothera-
pist at the Veterans 
Administration Hospital in 
Ann Arbor. 

"For me, it would involve 
going over the situation, walk-
ing the officers through what 
happened and getting them 
talk," Byrum said. 

hneedham@oe,homecomm.net i 
(734)459-2700 
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OUR VIEWS 

Hard work by police 
eases area's fears 

recognize the hard work and determination dis-
played by Livonia police department employees in brine 

S a d e e p wound in the community c a H? e d by the mass killing of a family. 
The vacations and leave time of detectives, officers and 

office staff were canceled after the discovery of fiw m 
hers of the Marco Pesce family Saturday, Dec. 21, S 
officers planning to spend t ime with their families on 
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day suddenly found them-
selves in patrol cars on surveillance, or tracking down 
telephone tips that came flooding into the police station 

Officers worked around the clock and quickly arrested 
two people early in the week, bringing a quick end to S 
X I M a n d ° & e r western suburban residents felt 
after heanng news of the slayings. 

It was anightmare: Afather, a weU-know businessman 
r Z f u r e l S I ? ^ children and his mother visiting from Italy 
for the holidays, s lam in their home four days before 
Christmas, tha t holy Christian holiday tha t cdeb ra tw 
peace, love, forgiving and generosity. ^ e b r a t e s 

But those thoughts weren't in the minds of the persons 
who broke into the house, walked past the Christmas tree 

tMi f r * l S 6 ? t S T l t m g f o r t h e t h r e e Pesce children and 
lulled the family. Greed was in their minds. They were 
thmkmg about loot, not the spirit of giving. 7 6 

h f 1 ? d s u n s ' m d P u t UP no resistance 
Z " S A f™?* 11 w a s ^ thoughts of those chil-

b r n S p S ^ a S n 0 " 0 6 p3St the 

week. ' J h e y were on desks and in patrol cars," he said The i 

tucky to have Goodfellows 
stare a t the photos and get back to work, he said. ' I In resDonse to th» u. 

Monetary contributions f rom the public to a reward 
fond should also be recognized. The reward w a s a factor 
m the arrests, police said. The money came from manv 

s ^ S n y m o u s ^ ^ fr°m J u s t p l a i n f o l k s w h o wanted to 

/ W h e n there's such a crime as this just before the holi-
days, it makes us wonder if the spirit of Christmas is still 
alive. But when we look at the actions of the Livonia 

stesaasr — a 
New governor should 
keep an open mind 

1 
3 % 

, . j u , ~ uuiiutiuiuai mesuiiuu! iui d local rarr 
and will provide some of the excess to o ther families in need through the 

• As we begin a new year, the prospects are looking a lit-
W J & d 8 f o f ^ r P r e s i d e n t B i l i Clinton constantly 
reminded himself, i t s the economy, stupid. 

Unemployment is staying stubbornly over 5 percent 
The stock market continues to be shaky. Business trends 
aren t completely dismal but they aren't robust, either 
borne area corporations are struggling to survive, notably 
Kmart, which seems to be stuck in another retailing era. 

Local, s tate and federal budgets are at the breaking 
Dint ° 

A** response to the letter written by the 
woman about the Goodfellows soliciting 
donations on the streets: I, for one, feel 
blessed to live in a town like Plymouth 
where people think not only of them-
selves ... enough so to stand out in the 
street, and often brave the elements, to 
raise money so that no child will be with-
out a Christmas. 

Ours is a community with a long and 
rich history of caring. That feeling of 
commitment to ones community is one 
of the many things that makes Plymouth 
unique and so very special. 

I am grateful that so many give of their 
t ime for the good of this community 
through the Goodfellows and the many 
other civic groups that make a difference 
all year long. I hope they never stop. 

It is a privilege to live here, and I am 
pleased to say that Yes, Virginia, there 
really is a Santa Claus and, thankfully, he 
and his many generous helpers are alive 
and well and living in Plymouth. 

Liz Johnson 
Plymouth 

LETTERS 
they are going to stop what they're doing, 
get to the root of the problem and find 
out why this is happening before it is too 
Info 

i t is hard to imagine why anyone would want to be the 
governor of a state, because so many of them are facing 
desperate budget problems because of reduced tax revenue! 

tor J enn i fe r Granholm, the prospect for the 2 0 0 4 
budget year, which begins in October, is a $1.8 billion 
deficit. During her campaign and in recent remarks, the 
new governor has said she doesn't favor slowing sched-
uled tax cuts or implementing any tax increases. 
• The alternative is cuts in programs. Where would those 
cuts be made - in health care (Medicaid is already in dire 
nnajicial straits); m education where K-12 programs and 
higher education are already feeling the pinch and colleges 
are passing the cost along in tuition increases that penalize 
*he middle class; m welfare where the poor have already 
I e e n c u * hone by Gov. John Engler; in community 
.revenue sharing grants when communities are already 
stressed to provide for police, fire and other services? 

We don t have any easy answers for area businesses or 
for the new governor. But we believe that no reasonable 
alternative, including tax increases, should be ruled out. 
i ne re is a lot of waste in government, but most people 
benefit from government programs and they should not 
be penalized to avoid taxing those who can afford to pay. 
Tf» ? 1S®U® i sn t a .k° u t increasing or not increasing taxes, 
i t s about how to implement a reasonable tax policy that 
provides tor needed programs while not stalling an eco-
nomic recovery. 

We encourage the new governor and legislature to have 
.courage and work on a solution. 
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Chorus appreciation 
Uust wanted to thank the Plymouth 

Community Chorus for another wonder-
ful holiday show! Bravo! I can't wait until 
next year! 

Congratulations, Sandra! 

Rich Ham-Kucharski 
Canton 

Act effective 
President George Bush's No Child Left 

Behind Act is a dominant issue in 
improving education. I highly believe 
that this will be very effective in the 
United States because every child is 
worth the effort, simply because every 
child can learn, and we know what it 
takes to teach them. The issue is that not 
every child gets the equal opportunity to 
be educated, which creates a problem. No 
society has ever tried this solution before 
and succeeded, however when there is a 
will, there is a way. 

The basis of this act is simplified by 
four pillars; 

Accountability — Strong standards in 
each state for what every child should 
know and learn in reading and math 
grades three-eight. 

Provide Bureaucracy and Increase 
Flexibility - Provide new flexibility for 
all 50 states and every local school dis-
tort m America in the use of federal 
funds. 

Focusing Resources on Proven 
Educational Methods ~ Focus educa-
tional dollars on proven research-based 
approach that will best help children to 
learn. 

Expanded Choices for Parents — 
Enhance options for parents with chil-
dren in chronically failing schools. 

Of course, even with these key points 
this plan of action will not work. Without 
teachers who truly believe their students 
have potential to learn, this act doesn't 
stand a chance. This makes sense because 
when teachers believe this, and they dis-
cover that their students aren't learning, 

I personally think that most ox mes< 
cases of not learning are coming from 
parents that are not involved in their 
(AOd's education. In these cases I believe 
the teachers need to step in and be that 
dhild's guide and really get through to 
them, because they have a limited 
amount of time to spend with each child. 

This act needs to be focused on public 
schools, because eventually the majority 
of schools will be private schools. The 
government needs to take advantage of 
citizens tax dollars and put a certain 
amount of them towards a helpless child's 
education, because without education, 
one is lost in this country. I hope that one 
day a child can be at the doorstep of a * 
school and be given an education, no 
questions asked. 

People need to stop living in the past 
and start thinking about the future, 
because these children that aren't getting 
educated now are most likely going to 
end up in jail or helping increase our 
nation's unemployment rate. This act is 
beneficial no matter what way one looks 
at i t 

Holly McGufttn 
Livonia 

Media assault" 
TVent Lott is not racist; he is a politi-

cian that tries to please audiences and 
avoid controversy. He was Senate majori-
ty leader earlier and voluntarily "shared" 
power with liberal Democrats to "get 
along. Lott is criticized for trying to but-
ter up a centenarian who was a Dixiecrat 
54 years ago. 

Bob Dole never adjusted to using 
power as majority leader, either; he 

— u u m in the House of 
Representatives that stalled in Dole's 
Senate. The media assaulted Gingrich 
around the clock, even as his programs 
brought prosperity to the nation. 

Clinton claimed many as his own. Dole 
ran for president, and Gingrich is gener-
ally perceived as dishonest 

Bill Frist is one of many elected 
because of Gingrich's success in 1994. 
Hopefully, a "leader" will now have the 
title and "followers" will do what their 

ed and unknowing life. 
There are constitutionalists on the 

court who will interpret the law and not 
design and manufacture law anew. The 
liberals on the court who pretend they 
can walk and chew gum at the same time 
may win the day and keep our people in 
ideological chains, forcing discrimination 
m less-than-subtle doses, demanding 
quotas, set-asides, and color and ethnic 
preferences. 

But we can always hope the "swing" 
judges will understand and accept what 
the muddle-headed thinkers proclaim as 
necessary and worthy diversity assures 
the most unfair and blatant discrimina-
tion. 

Ikeita Cantu Hinojosa, Women's Law 
and Public Policy Fellow at the Women's 
Law Center in Washington, D.C., boasts 
and brags that affirmative action selec-
tion and status guaranteeing her educa-
tional advantage was proper arid respon-
sible for her subsequent successes. * 
Evidently, she believes no one will ever 
wonder if some in the audience might 
think she achieved because, and only 
because, she was afforded the boat ride to 
class enrollment, that merit might not 
have played a part in her job olacement 
today. 

She still doesn't get it, that affirmative 
action is blatantly racist, that it really 
should be declared unconstitutional. As 
with other affirmative action sponsors, 
she does not explain why minorities wLo 
do not gain acceptance at one college; 
then matriculate at a second choice for 
schooling, graduate, get the good jobs 
are disadvantaged in life/All students'are 
guaranteed that they may attend college. 
Again, someone explain why a student 
who gets his degree from Michigan State 
loses in hie because he didn't get a diplo-
ma from the University of Michigan, No 
one will. No one can. 

In addition to the unfairness of affir-
mative action, it makes no sense 
According to the law, a student can 
accomplish enrollment on the college 
level in any of the 50 states. Where's the 
problem? 

Neil Goodbred 
Livonia 

media assaults begin? 

Hank Borgman 
Farmington 

Affirmative action unworthy 
The Supreme Court's time to find affir-

mative action racist and unworthy of 
American fairness, American heritage, 
American culture, America's constant 
and consistent attention to the worth of 
all of its citizens, is nigh. 

The court's members who suffer from 
earlier classroom instruction approving 
class warfare and the understanding that 
the federal government is primary may 
not overcome the misdirection of teach-
ers who espouse the all-encompassing 
big-daddy ideology, leading to the 

SHARE YOUR OPINIONS 1 

We welcome your letters to the editor Please 
include your name, address and phone number 
for ver i f icat ion. We ask that your letters be 400 
words or less. We may edit for clarity, space and 
content. 

Mail-
Letters to the edi tor 
Canton Observer 
794 S. Main 
Plymouth, Ml 48170 

Fax: 

(734) 459~4224 

E-mail; 
tschneider@oe.homecomm.net 
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Tadarial Sturdivant, new director, Michigan State Police 
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Wall Street shenanigans 
made for a sorry story 

Power 

During the holiday break, I've had the time to 
mull over the events of the past year or two. 

Upon reflection, it seems clear the most 
broadly consequential were the corporate, 
accounting, banking, brokerage and insider trad-
ing scandals that led to the collapse of the stock 
market and the sharp drop in the net worth of 
countless millions of households. 

The total loss to investors 
since 2000 has been something 
like $7 trillion, which is a num-
ber so large and so abstract as 
to lose meaning for me. 

More telling are the count-
less personal stories of finan-
cial loss and confidence in the 
fixture, stories that literally 
every reader of this column 
can recite in sad detail. People 
who had retired with the 
(false) security of a fat invest-
ment portfolio who discovered 

they had to go back to work just to maintain 
their standard of living. Workers who saw their 
401(k) account drop to a t4201(k)" or worse. 
Young families who had made a down payment 
on their first house who discovered they had 
lost the asset base to qualify for their loan. 

And so, you might reasonably ask, what has 
happened to the perpetrators of this scandal? 

Not much. Sure, Ken Lay and Andrew Fastow 
at Enron are facing well-publicized criminal 
charges, as are a few high-profile folks at Global 
Crossing, Tyco, WorldCom, ImClone, Adelphia 
and so forth. 

But what has happened to the big shots on 
Wall Street — the brokers, the bankers, the 
lawyers, the analysts —• the ones who were so 
complicit in laying the foundation and abetting 
the biggest financial scandal since the 1920s? 

For example, it's now been conclusively proven 
the big Wall Street firms leaned on their "inde-
pendent" research analysts to produce optimistic 
reports on the self-same firms whose stock they 
were underwriting. We've even seen the texts of 
confidential e-mails from analysts describing as 
"rubbish" the very stock they were touting to the 
public. Enron's lawyers were up to their well-
scrubbed armpits in penning (lucrative) opinion 
letters that said the shenanigans with off-balance 
sheet partnerships were OK, while brokers were 
executing big sell orders from executives who saw 
their companies going down the tubes and want-
ed out before the public caught on. 

What about those guys? Anybody going to 
the slammer? Nope. A couple of analysts, now 
retired with their multi-million dollar profits, 
have been banned from dealing with the stock 
market. How sad. Anybody getting fined per-

The total loss to investors since 2000 has 
been something like $7 trillion, which is a 
number so large and so abstract as to lose 
meaning for me. 

son ally? Not that I've heard. Any firm paying 
restitution to the stockholders who trusted 
their analysts' advice and wound up with noth-
ing? Perish the thought. 

Last week, to the mixed sounds of trumpets of 
publicity and sighs of relief, the regulators 
announced a "final settlement" with the folks on 
Wall Street. The firms involved, without admit-
tmg or denying any wrongdoing, would collec-
tively pay about $1 billion in fines to finish 
inquiries into their conflicts of interest in 
research. They would also pony up $500 million 
to finance independent stock research operations 

Sen. Car 

Steps must be taken to 
prevent Inron debacles 

their own stock reports. 
According to the New York Times, settlement 

negotiations had been going on since October. 
They were complicated; involved were New York 
Attorney General Eliot Spitzer, the SEC, the New 
York Stock Exchange, the National Association of 
Securities Dealers and the big Wall Street firms. 
Evidently, the big sticking point was just how to 
diwy up the $1 billion fine between the firms 
involved —• proof positive that avarice remains 
the primary driver on Wall Street. 

You don't hear of that $1 billion going to the 
folks who got bilked by the Street over the 
past couple of years, do you? And please note 
that the key phrase in the deal with the regu-
lators was "final settlement," which effectively 
prevents class-action lawsuits by the countless 
investors who got the shaft. 

The great thing about Wall Street — the 
banks, the brokerage houses, the lawyers, the 
analysts, the CPAs — is that they're all in it 
incestuously together. "We first" has been the 
Wall Street slogan for many years, and if the 
public gets screwed, that's just too bad. The ' 
Wall Street insiders will always win against the 
ordinary Main Street rubes. And what we just 
saw in the "final settlement" is nothing more 
than the latest proof point. 

Will Power is the chairman of the board of the company that 
owns this newspaper. He would be pleased to get your reac-
tions to this column either at (734) 953-2047 or at 
ppower@homecomm.net. 

Just over a year ago, Enron Corp., then the 
seventh-largest company in the United 
States, declared bankruptcy. The follow-

up to this financial disaster revealed a litany 
of Enron corporate abuses from accounting 
fraud to price manipulation, insider dealing, 
tax shenanigans, and unfair dealing with 
employees, creditors and investors. Yet it is 
still the case today, as it was a year ago, that 
most top Enron officials have walked away 
from the scandal they created with tens of 
millions of dollars in their pockets, while 
Enron employees, creditors and shareholders 
have suffered substantial losses. 

In addition to Enron's misconduct, there is 
growing evidence that leading U.S. financial 
institutions not only took part in Enron's 
deceptive practices, but at times designed, 
advanced and profited from them. 

As a result of the work by the Permanent 
Subcommittee on Investigations (PSI), which 
I have chaired for the past year and a half, we 
have learned that some of our largest finan-
cial institutions, including Citigroup, J.P. 
Morgan Chase, and Merrill Lynch, engaged in 
deceptive financial transactions with Enron 
that allowed Enron to make its books look 
better and increase the value of its stock 
price. 

In one instance, the subcommittee looked 
in detail at a sham asset sale of Nigerian 
barges from Enron to Merrill Lynch for $28 
million just before the end of the year 2000, 
so that Enron could book the fake sale rev-
enue and boost both its year-end earnings 
and cash flow from operations. This transac-
tion didn't qualify as a true sale under 
accounting rules because Enron had eliminat-
ed all risk from the deal by secretly promising 
Merrill Lynch to arrange a resale of the 
barges within six months while guaranteeing 
a 15-percent profit. • 

The PSI investigation has provided sub-
stantial evidence that the financial institu-
tions involved in the Enron deals knew exact-
ly what was going on. They structured the 
transactions, signed the paperwork, and sup-
plied the money, knowing that Enron was 
using the deals to deceptively inflate its finan-
cial results and present the company as in 
better financial condition than it really was. 

In the most recent investigation, the PSI 
staff looked at transactions that took place 
over a six-month period from December 
2000 to June 2001, involving Enron ventures 
in the pulp-and-paper business. The evidence 
shows that Citigroup and Chase actively aided 

Enron in these transactions, despite knowing 
they employed deceptive accounting or tax 
strategies and were being used by Enron to 
misstate its financial results or deceptively 
reduce its tax obligations. Citigroup and 
Chase did it in return for substantial fees and 
favorable consideration in other business 
dealings. 

As a result of these revelations, the finan-
cial institutions involved have announced 
new programs designed to prevent their 
employees from participating in deals that 
produce deceptive accounting. Questions 
remain whether those programs are working. 
But, more important, the federal agencies 
that fegulate these financial institutions have 
to be on the job, patrolling these companies 
to make sure they follow the rules. 

There is a gap right now. The SEC does 
not generally regulate banks, and bank regu-
lators don't regulate accounting practices or 
ensure accurate financial statements. Two 
steps need to be taken that, together, could 
close the gap. First, the SEC needs to issue a 
policy that states clearly that the SEC will 
take enforcement action against financial 
institutions that aid or abet a client's dishon-
est accounting, by selling deceptively struc-
tured finance or tax products or by knowing-
ly or recklessly participating in deceptively 
structured transactions. 

Second, the bank regulators — including 
the Federal Reserve that oversees our 
financial holding companies — need to 
state that violation of that SEC policy 
would constitute an unsafe and unsound 
banking practice, thereby enabling bank 
examiners to take regulatory action during 
bank examinations. 

The SEC and bank regulators also need to 
conduct a comprehensive, joint review of the 
structured finance products being sold by or 
participated in by our financial institutions so 
they can root out the ones that corrupt finan-
cial statements. One year after Enron's col-
lapse, we need our regulators to tell our banks 
and securities firms that the deceptions and 
the era of self-regulation are over. 

Enron was an eye-opener about the extent 
and nature of corporate misconduct going on 
in the United States today and the role being 
played by our financial institutions. Now we 
need to take on the tougher task ofbuilding 
an effective deterrence program to prevent 
future Enrons. 

Carl Levin is the senior U.S. Senator from Michigan. 
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the Kresge Foundation to help 
pay for the new performing arts 
center. 
I WSDP-FM, the student radio 
station at Salem High School, 
celebrates 30 years of broad-

Wayne County releases a list 
of road projects for Canton, 
totaling $3 million. 

Greg Demopoulos is named 
to the planning commission, 
replacing Sue Dodson. 

The Canton Community 
Foundation adds five scholar-
ships to its program, including 
one set up bythe family of 
Meredith Whalen, who was 
killed in the World Trade Center 
attack. 

MARCH . • i 

Construction starts on the 
new Human Services Building 
in Cherry Hill VHlage.it will 

Foundation, Growth Works and 
other service agencies 

Police announce a crackdown 
on false alarm violations, which 
cost the township $20,000 the 
previous year. , 

The township announces the 
formation of Partnership for the 
Arts and Humanities, a 14-
member board,to oversee oper-
ation of the performing arts the-
ater. 

Karen Woodside, assistant 
Wayne County prosecutor and 
former Northville Township 
supervisor, joins the race for the 
35th District Judge post. 

Supervisor Tom Yack calls 
Gov. John Engler "clueless" after 
Engler vetoes a bill to give town-
ships more control over speed 
limits on local roads, 

Draw-Tite announces the 
closing of its Canton plant, 
resulting in the loss of300jobs. 

APRIL 

The planning commission 
OKs plans for a restaurant, 
Carrabba's Italian Grill, on 
Haggertyjust south of Ford. 

Canton resident Fred Bolden 
announces plans to put together 
a parade to open Canton's 
Liberty Fest celebration this 
year. He hopes it will become an 
annual tradition. 

Plymouth-Canton 
Educational Park Marching 
Band is in the midst of a 
$60,000 drive to raise money to 
replace competition uniforms. 

Eleven candidates file to fill 
three seats in the school board 
election scheduled for June. 

Canton Fire Fighters Charity 
Foundation donates $25,000 to 
Rescue Company 3 of New York 
City Fire Department, which 
lost eight firefighters in the Sept 
11 attack on the World Trade 
Center. 

School Board vice president 
Mark Slavens announces his 
candidacy for the redistricted 
21st District state House seat 

Plymouth-Canton school 
board votes to lay off 18 teachers 

to save money. Board members 
hope to recall the teachers 
before school begins in August 

TGI Fridays gets planning 
commission approval to build a 
restaurant in the Harvard 
Square Shopping Center. 

MAY 

An 18-year-old Westiand 
woman dies in a car crash on I-
275 in what was an apparent 
suicide. 

Tfen candidates file for the 
new 35th District Court judge-
ship. 

A five-hour standoff that 
began after an armed robbery in 
Canton ends in livonia when 
the last of three barricaded gun-
men gives up. 

Canton is rated the second-
safest community in Michigan 
— and the 14th in the United 
States — with a population of 

, more than 75,000. 
Ruthann Bruce, a postal letter 

carrier, withdraws from the race 
for 21st District House seat 
because federal employees are 
not allowed to run for elective 
office. 

The 20th annual Canton Cup 
Soccer Tournament draws 
25,000 people to the township. 

Township Supervisor Tom 
"Vbnlr armour*/vac i . , 

State Sen. Joe Schwarz, R-Battle 
Creek, in the Republican pri-
mary for governor. 

JUNE 

River Woods subdivision resi-
den ts says they're living in po t -
hole hell — t h e streets in the i r 
neighborhood were never f in-
ished by t h e developer. 

Plymouth-Canton School 
Superintendent Kathleen 
Booher resigns to accept a posi-
tion with the Michigan 
Association of School 
Administrators in Lansing. 

Plymouth-Canton Schools 
and the teachers union reach a 
tentative contract agreement 

A car crashes into the north 
wall of the Human Services 
Building under construction at 
Fold and Cherry Hill, leaving a 
car-sized hole and some struc-
tural damage. 

The Environmental 
Protection Agency seeks a 
$340,000 fine against a Canton 
company in connection with 

explosion in 2000. 
Joanne Lamar, Carol 

Saunders and Marcy Staleywin 
seats on the Plymouth-Canton 
school board. 

Plymouth-Canton Schools 
looks to Cherry Hill Village as 
the site for an elementary • 
schooL 

State Rep. John Stewart (R-
Plymouth) claims State Rep. 
Bruce Patterson (R-Canton) 
assaulted him outside 
Maplewood Community Center 
in Garden City after the Wayne 
County 13th Republican meet-

JUIY 

A 22-year-old Garden City 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF PLYMOUTH 

PLANNING COMMISSION 

PROPOSED ACTION; Requested approval of a Use Subject to 
Special Conditions. 
Wednesday, January 15,2003 
7:00 P.M. 
Plymouth Township Hall, 42350 Ann 
Arbor Road 

NOTICE IS HEAHBY GIVEN that the Planning Commission of 
P lymouth Charter Township has received an application 
reques t ing the approval of a "Use Subject to Specia l 
Conditions" on parcel R-78-053-99-0009-000. ' 

DATE OF HEARING: 
TIMEOFHEABING: 
PLACE OF SEARING: 

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN tha t the request for a Use 
Subject to Special Conditions is pursuant to the Zoning Ordinance 
No. 83, Section 6.2. The Applicant, Risen Christ Luthern Church is 
requesting'to add Parcel 053-99-0009-000 to an existing church on 
a Parcel identified as Tax ID No. R-78-053-99-0011-701. The parcel 
is located on the north side of Ann Arbor Road, east of MeClumpha 
Road and west of Tennyson Drive. (Application No. 1759/1102). The 
application may be examined iit the Community Development 
Department located in the Plymouth Township Division of Public 
Services Building, a t 46555 Port Street, Plymouth, MI, during 
regular business hours from 8:00 A.M. to 4:30 P.M. Written 
comments will be received prior to the meeting and may be mailed 
to 46555 Port Street, Plymouth, MI 48170, or call 734-453-8131 
ext. 37. The meeting will be held in t i e Meeting Room at Township 
Hall which is located at 42350 Ann. Arbor Road, P l y m o u t h , MI 
48170. 

JOE BRIDGMAN, Secretary 
Planning Commission 

PLEASE TAKE NOTE: The Charter Township of Plymouth wUl provide necessary . 
gners for the hearing impaired, audio 
ail Township meetings to individuals 

_ upon one week notice to the Charter Township 
of Plymouth by writing or calling the Supervisor's Office. 

Publish: January 2,2003 
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reasonable auxiliary aids and services, auch as si 
tapes, and printed materials being considered at 
with disabilities at the meetings/hearings uoon on. 
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Mike Gerou of Plymouth gets a big 
hug from his 10-year-old son, Miles, 
and warm wishes from supporters 
after winning the new judgeship in 
the 35th District Court in November. 

man is killed when his car 
swerves into the path of a truck 
on Haggerty south of Hanford. 

The township treasurer's 
office is flooded with phone calls 
when a switch-over to a com-
puter program results in some 

real tax bilk instead of copies of 
bills that should have been sent 
to their mortgage companies. 

Township officials look for 
ways to bring the cost of the new 
performing arts center in line 
with the original estimate of $8 
million. 

A Canton man is killed in a 
robbery of Logan's Roadhouse 
restaurant in Livonia. He is one 
of two murder victims at the 
restaurant 

The township begins its 
annual sidewalk repair pro-
gram, and some residents ques-
tion why their walks have teen 
marked for repair. 

Harmony House announces it 
is ceasing operations and is clos-
ing all its stores, including the 
one at Ford and Sheldon. 

Canton hosts the fifth 
National Archery Target 
Championship in Heritage Park. 

AUGUST 

Residents and township offi-
cials butt heads at a public 
meeting over the proposed loca-
tion of the third fire station. 

Phil LaJoy and Mark Slavens 
win their respective pi" 
the race for the 21st District 
House seat 

Canton attorney Mike Gerou 
and former Northville supervi-
sor Karen Woodside finish 1-2 
in the primary and advance to 
the November general election 
for the new 35th District Court 
judgeship. 

Supervisor Tonrraek-goesto 
Lansing to protest Gov. John 
Engler^ veto of more than $8 
million in revenue-sharing 
money. 

Plymouth High School, the 
district's third high school, 
opens at Plymouth-Canton 
Educational Park. 

A man suspected of robbing 
nine banks and numerous drug 
stores in western Wayne and 
Oakland counties is arrested in 
Canton. 

SEPTEMBER 

Crime in Canton drops 10 
percent compared to the 
period in 2001. 

Canton trustees begin study-
ing a system of walking-bike 
trails along the Lower Rouge 
River that could extend north 
toward the Plymouth Township 
boundary. 

The Garden City City 
Attorney rules that no charges 
will be filed1§pLinst State Rep. 
Bruce Patterson (R-Canton) for 
allegedly assaulting Rep. John 
Steward (R-Plymouth 
Township). 

Planning commissioners 
approve plans for an 18-screen 
movie theater complex south of 
Ford east of Lotz. 

Canton Police dump the 
DA.R.E. program in favor of 
T.EA.M., a program developed 
by the Michigan State Police. 

Katherine Bovitz is appointed 
to the township planning com-
mission to fill the vacancy creat-
ed by the death of Bob Wade. 

OCTOBER 

The Canton Chamber of 
Commerce is finally getting a 
home of its own — a new 2,500-
square-foot office building near 
the southwest comer of Canton 
Center and Hanford. 

Lt Gov. Dick Posthumus 
packs the chamber of commerce 
luncheon audience as guest 

Acting schools superintend-
ent Jim Ryan shelves a report 
presented by then-
Superintendent Kathleen 
Booher that among other 
things, called for the "repurpos-
ing" of Central Middle SchooL 

Wal-Mart and Sam's Club 
open two stores on Ford east of 
1-275. Shoppers jam die parking 
lots and the stores. 

Plymouth-Canton Schools 
sets record enrollment, with 
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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON 

ACCESS TO PUBLIC MEETINGS 

i Charter Township of Canton will provide necessary reasonable 
auxiliary aids and services, such as signers for the Waring 
impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered at 
the meeting, to individuals with disabilities a t the meeting/hearing 
upon two weeks notice to the Charter Township of Canton, 
Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services 
should contact the Charter Township of Canton by writing or 
calling the following: 

David Medley, ADA Coordinator 
Charter Township of Canton, 1150 S. Canton Center Road 

Canton, MI 48188 
(734) 394-5260 

Publish: December 26,2002 and January 2,2003 

QE08057378 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON 
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS AGENDA 

JANUARY 0 9 , 2 0 0 3 

Notice is hereby given tha t there will be a meeting of the Zoning 
Board of Appeals THURSDAY, JANUARY 09, 2003 AT 7:30 P.M. 
The m e e t i n g wi l l b e held in t h e Ches tnut room a t the 
Summit located at 46000 SUMMIT PARKWAY. The following 
Agenda will be discussed: 

Pledge of Allegiance to the flag 

Roll Call: Randy Blaylock, J im Cisek, Cathy Johnson, Phyllis 
Redfern and Steven Johnson. 
Acceptance of Agenda 

1. Dan Havener of Bob Evans Res tauran t 3776 S. High St. 
Columbus Oh 43207 is representing Bob Evans Restaurant a t 
46080 Michigan Avenue Canton MI 48188. They are requesting 
a variance to the Sign Ordinance # 29.002 Section 2.8 Wall Sign 
for attachment to the outside of the building. 
Parcel 129-99-0001-704A 
(Building) 

2. Lilley Industrial Center, LLC of Lilley Industrial 43000 W. Nine 
Mile Road, Suite 100 Novi MI 48375 is representing Lilley 
Industrial a t 7910 & 7950 Lilley Road Canton Mi 48187. They 
are requesting a variance to the Sign Ordinance # 29.008 Section 
8.1A Ground Sign for the outside of the buildings. 
Parcel 008-99-0001-708 
(Building) | / • 

3. John Morrison of Intercity Neon P.O. 'Sox 3762 Gente^line MI 
48015 is representing Charter One Bank at 285 Canton Center 

Canton MI 48187. They are requesting a variance to the 
.. Ordinance # 29.002 Section 2.8 Wall Sign above roof line of 

the building. 
Parcel 064-99-0013-702 ' 
(Building) s , 

(Approval of December 12th, 2002 Mmute I 
Publish January 2,2003 % • 

17,027 students enrolled in the 
system. 

Interim School 
Superintendent Jim Ryan pre-
pares ayet-to-be-determined 
bond issue the district is expect-
ed to put to voters in 2003. 

Hie ash tree problem still 
plagues Canton and western 
Wayne County, with the arrival 
of a foreign insect that attacks 
any species of ash. 

NOVEMBER 

A $92 million expansion of 
the Ypsiianti Community 
Utilities Authority wastewater 
treatment plant moves into its 
final phase, as bids were • 
received on the bonds issued for 
the project. 

The Canton Historical Society 
and the Historic District 
Commission seek official his-
toric designation for eight sites 
in Cherry Hill Village. 

Phil LaJoy wins election to 
the State House of 
Representatives, and Bruce 
Patterson is elected state 
Senator. 

Canton Center Road between 

Geddes and Cherry Hill is 
closed, as work begins to replace 
the bridge over the Lower 
Rouge River. 

Hoben Elementary School 
becomes the first school in the 
Plymouth-Canton District to 
earn a Golden Apple award 
from the state. 

DECEMBER 

A fatal crash on Michigan 
Avenue at the southbound 1-275 
exit knocks out power to the 
area. Residents and businesses 
are without electricity for hours. 

Ginnie Hauek announces 
she's leaving as manager of the 
Canton Place senior housing 
complex as a result of a dispute 
with the owner, National 
Church Residences. 

Planning Commissioner Karl 
Zarbo is appointed by the board 
of trustees to fill out the term of 
Phil LaJoy, who becomes state 
representative in January. 

Gov. John Engler names 
Canton resident David 
Treadwell to the seven-member 
Wayne County Airport 
Authority. 

STORAGE USA 
LEGAL NOTICE 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN tha t on (JANUARY 13, 2003), Tate 
Si Co. Auctioneers, Executive Administrator for Storage USA, will 
be offering for sale under the judicial lien process, by public 
auction, the following storage units. The goods to be sold are 
generally described as household goods. The terms of the sale will 
be cash only. Storage USA reserves the right to refuse any and all 
bids. The sale will be at the following location: Storage USA, 6729 
CANTON CENTER ROAD,, CANTON, MI 48187. AT 12:30 P.M. 

F-250 Christopher L. Crawford: Household 
J-350 Storage USA: Misc. Items 

Publish: December 26,2002 and January 2,2003 
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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON 
REQUEST FOR BID 

Charter Township 
' Michigan wi 

up to 3:00 p.m. Thursday, 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
Canton, 1150 Canton Center 
sealed bids at the Office of the Clerk 
January 16th, 2003 for the following: 

GAS/DIESEL FUEL F O R ON SITE USAGE AT PARKS & 
PHEASANT R U N G O L F COURSE 

Bid forms may be picked up a t the Finance and Budget 
Department counter or you may contact Mike Sheppard at (734) 
394-5225. All bids must be submitted in a sealed envelope clearly 
marked with the proposal name, company name, address and 
telephone number and date and t ime of bid opening. The Township 
reserves the right to accept or reject any or all proposals. The 
Township does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, sex, religion, age or disability in employment or the 
provision of services. 

TERRY G. BENNETT, Clerk 
Publish: January 2 ,2003 

- l o e o s o s s s o r 

from 

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS 
CITY OF PLYMOUTH 

: is hereby given tha t the City of Plymouth will accept sealed 
bids until 2:00 p.m., EDT on Monday, January 20, 2002 at 201 
South Main Street, a t which time all proposals received shall be 
publicly, opened and read aloud for: 

KELLOGG PARK SOUND SYSTEM 

Specifications, bid documents and proposal forms may be obtained 
' of the Purchasing Agent during regular office hours. 

. ' Commission reserves the right to accept or reject any or 
all bids, in whole or in part, and to waive any irregularities. 

LINDA J, LANGMESSER, CMC/AAE 
Plymouth City Clerk 

201 South Main Street 
. Plymouth, MI 48170 

In a sealed envelope bearing the inscription: 
Kellogg Park Sound System 
For opening: Monday, January 20,2003 

If you have any questions, please contact; 
Scott Baker 
Assistant Director 
Municipal Services Department 
CITY OF PLYMOUTH 
(734) 453-7737 

Publish: January 2, OE080501 B7 

TT7TTJW T~W. P a g e T 

Save During January I 

DISNEY N0N1H... j 
only at AAA Travel! I 
If you 've been t h i n k i n g a b o u t 

vaca t ion , now ' s t he t i m e to book, a n d 

A A A Trave l is t h e p lace! W h e t h e r it's 

Wa l t Disney Wor ld , D i sney C r u i s e L i n e 

or Disneyland , there 's m o r e mag ic t h a n 

ever. A n d t h r o u g h o u t January , m o r e 

savings a n d benef i ts ! For e x a m p l e : 

• Wa l t Disney Wor ld packages fr. $ 3 2 5 ' 

per person , w i th resor t a c c o m m o d a t i o n s , 

U l t i m a t e Pa rk H o p p e r t i cke t , g i f t 

cer t i f ica te a n d m o r e ! 

• Disney Cruise Line onboard credit of $100* 

• Disneyinnd package savings u p to $75 a 

A A A Travel sells m o r e Disney packages 

t h a n a n y o t h e r Mich igan t ravel agency, 

a n d your f r iendly, profess ional A A A Trave l 

agent will h e l p you c h o o s e t h e Di sney 

vaca t ion t h a t ' s jus t r igh t for you, C a l l t o d a y 

and t a k e off fo r magic , a t magica l savings! 

Resort 

Disneyland. 

sfrarsi mrata fer Mtad Irml dote. Saw d» M kxlixji safari 
Serfs?! sol «toi nsf&t are jer pssiast (Wags nwl It tahd ef Hi 
fawHrcuVM/Wiat 

Check for more Di sney 
savings and benefits a 

www.aaa.com! 

AAA Travel/Canton 
2017 N. Canton Center Rd. 
734-844-0146 

Weekdays 
8:30 am - 5:30 pm 
Thursdays until 7:00 pm 

Travel 
wvvw.is.M corn With SomvonYou 7Wn 

http://www.observerandeccentric.coni
http://www.aaa.com


Sharon Dargay, editor 
(248)901-2591 
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Bev Walker's recent oil 
paintings, depicting her view 
of thick forests and loneiy 
windbeaten pines at the 
ocean's edge of Maine, are 
on exhibit through Jan, 29 at 

Washington Street Gallery, 
215 E. Washington, Ann Arbor. 
Opening reception and meet-
the-artist will be from 7-9 
p.m. Friday, Jan. 10, at the 

tertainnti 
B u f f e t • ;• 
Restaurant o f fers 
authentic Asian 
fare that's tasty. B 6 

GALLERIES • THEATER • DANCE • DINING 

gallery. (734) 761-2287. 

• Count those birds 
The nature center at 

Kensington Metropark, near 
Milford. holds its 27th annual 
New Year's Bird Count at 8 
a.m. Saturday, Jan. 4. Dress 
warmly, wear boots, bring 
binoculars and spend the 
morning helping to census 
the bird population at _ 
Kensington. Pro-registration is 
required. Call (800) 477-3178. 

• Epiphany concert 
The Troy Community 

Chorus and the St. Elizabeth 
Ann Seton Adult Choir, under 
the direction of Mimi Gass 
and E. Talbot Lord Jr., will 
sing together in celebration 
of Epiphany at 4 p.m. Sunday, 
Jan. 5, in St. Elizabeth Ann 
Seton Parish, 280 E. Square 
Lake Road, just east of ^ 
Livernois, Troy. Admission is 
free, although a free will 
donation will be accepted. 

. (248)879-1310. 

• Season of light 
The planetarium show at 

the University of Michigan's 
Exhibit Museum of Natural 
History looks at ancient and 
more recent winter solstice 
celebrations, including • 
Christmas and Hanukkah, at 
2-30 p.m. Thursday-Friday, 
Jan. 2-3; 12:30 p.m. and 2:30 
p.m. Saturday, Jan. 4; and 
2-30 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 5. The 
show includes striking visu-
als accompanied by a sound-
track. Admission to the 
museum, at 1109 Geddes, Ann 
Arbor, is free. (734) 764-0478. 

• Playtime 
Kids bored? Let them 

expend a little energy at 
recently opened Fun Festival 
play area in Summit Place 
mall, 315 N. Telegraph, 
Pontiac. The Fun Festival fea-
tures a three-story play area 
with more than 47 interac-
tive games and activities. 
The play area is located in 
the Marshall Field's wing of 
the mall. (248) 628-0123. 

• In concert , 
Guitarist Jimmy Thackery 

plays at 8 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 
4, at The Magic Bag, 22920 
Woodward, just north of Nine 
Mile, Ferndale. Tickets are 
$20 and available at The 
Magic Bag box office or 
through Ticketmaster. On his 

i new CO, We Got It Thackery 
recalls the rhythm and blues 
style of Muscle Shoals veter-

5 an Eddie Hinton. (248) 544-
! 3030. 

* 

Exhibit 

3 h i l i t i e S | • — — — Bill BRESIERI STAFF PHOTOGRAPH) 

of all levels 
BY UNOA ANN CH0MIN 
STAFF WRITER 

Oh, my. That's lovely" said 
Farmington Hills Mayor Nancy 
Bates as she took a moment to 

view an exhibit of art b y chxldrenand 
adults with disabilities m city hall. The 
sensitivity found in Kirnberly Lashuay s 
pastel drawing of a fawn stopped many 
of the city employees a n d visitors there 
on business in their tracks. 

Nancy Coumoundouros bad the same 
reaction when saw the exhibit in the 
past at the Michigan Councillor Arte & 
Cultural Affairs in Lansing. The cultural 
arts coordinator for Farmington Hills 
and Farmington is a strong believer in 
the ability of the arts t o enrich the lives 
of all people so she wanted to share the 
exhibit presented byVSA arts of 
Michigan ( f o r m e r l y Very Special Arts) 
and the Michigan Department ot 
Educations Office of Special Education 
and Early Intervention Services with the 
community. - , 

Founded in 1974 by Jean Kennedy 
Smith as an affiliate of the John F. 
Kennedy Center for the Performing 
T 3 T>.C.. VSA coordi 

SKKSSBsr 
Oamer. She is a student at She Kennedy Cente n Smlmg Reflect,ons. 

Pontiac. 

n a t e s ^ s programs for children and - ^ ^ ^ e t i r n e s people Community C h o ^ j d m m e ^ 

h x f S & S * 

drama, and chime playing. Annual fes- SELECTING THE ART impressed. The sailboats look like 

Sasssasssr 
= i = : s s s s a . 

" u g h o u t t h e y e a r t h e w o r k s i n the last five years. 

^ S c o r m l i ^ c e t t e i , m a l l s ' , at the Kennedy C e ^ r m t a ^ S c a g e s ^ 

S s s s r a s K ' - s s x e s s s t 
ramTfroS over the State - metric shapes. _ P , 

What An exhibit of drawings, 
paintings, clay, bronze, 
mixed media, and ^ 
photography by children 
and adults with disabilities 

When: Through Friday, J a n . 31 

Where: Farmington Hills 
City Hall on 1i Mile at 
Orchard Lake Road, 
and Farmington City Hai l 
on Liberty at Grand River. 

For more information, 
c a l i Farmington Hills' C u l t u r a l 
Arts Division at (248) 473-1856 

PLEASE SEE ARTSPLASH!, 82 

Midland. 

Artistic 
Express ions 

Linda 

icmin 

S
tep bv step, the little polar bear slowly 
inches across the tundra of her new 
home at the Detroit Zoo. Exploring the 

4 2 acres of the Arctic Ring of Life is going to 
take some time, but Barle has the rest of her 
life, now that she's been rescued from the 
scorching heat and cruel conditions at the 
Suarez Brothers Circus in Puerto Rico. 

This is a day zoo director Ron Kagan and 
Scott Carter, acting director of conservation 
and animal welfare, thought would never 
come. They'd experienced more than 18 : 

months of setbacks and court decisions that 
had gone against the six bears struggling to 
survive in cramped, steel-barred cages. 

The Detroit Zoo was the first to offer sane-
tuary to the bears when PETA (People for the 

PLEASE SEE ZOO, BZ 

DETROIT Z O O L O n C t L P N l K 
When: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. daily. Wild 
Winter activities continue week-
ends through end of February 

Where: 8450 W. 10 Mile Road at 
Woodward and 1-696, Royal Oak 

Tickets: $8, $6 seniors age 62 and 
up and children ages 2-12, under 
age 2 free, S4 for parking. 
Cali (248) 398-0900 or visit the 
Web site at www.detroitzoo.org 

COURTESY OF THE DETROIT ZOO 

Barle checks out her new home in the Arctic Rinqof ^ c o n d i t i o n s 
Until Nov. 5, the l i t t le b e a r M a n y of the res-
as one of six performing polar bears in ? tra 9 c o n c r e t e a n d s t e e l bottoms 
cued bears had developed sores from lying on the c o n c r e t e a n a 

of cramped cages. -

Ballet Shoes or Wing Tips? 
Makes no difference as l o n g a s 
time to put your feet up, g e t c o m f o r t a b l e 
and spend some time w i t h u s . 

mailto:sdargay@oe.homecomm.net
http://www.detroitzoo.org
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'̂wumÔ BIT I 335,530, MO 12:11145,5:15,?:«, MS 
! 10:45.120.4:10. ?:<«, 10: 11:15,1:15,3:15, 

,11:50 Mas? 12:45.455,750. W5 SUN MOW 1:15,3:30. M 
imrnm! mmmmSMimmi SUN MON 1:19,2:10,1:10,7:10, 

MS 1;I0,3:10,5:107:109:10 \ 11:10.1:10 
• UJfflliraJCM 

5:I0.7A1WS i«iiMimi«(4 
#15 Ml ?.«}.«.%' 

$?!!«& ®IflJ{fC13 
i:io|4a¥«.og ,̂ 
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ities or just want to create. 
Open studios and classes allow 
everyone to explore their talent. 

FESTIVAL EXPERIENCE 

"Hie emerging artist's exhibit 
is a wonderful opportunity," 
said Serewicz. "For students to 
enter into a statewide art show 
is unique. That kind of expo-
sure opens other doors as well 
like the chance to participate in 
the Michigan Youth Arts 
Festival in May at Western 
Michigan University in 
Kalamazoo. For the last four 
years I've taken six students, 
including two in wheelchairs to 
the festival that includes work-
shops on paper making. 

"For many involved with 
VSA, this is the only college 
experience they'll ever have. 
They're grabbing their linens 
and hanging out. They get to 
eat in the cafeteria. Kids get 
excited about that. There's a 
gala with opening activities and 
performances and they get to 
attend a college dance and 
dance with other kids. VSA 
gives them the opportunity to 
be eligible to go to that" 

Providing children and dis-
abilities with the same oppor-

'It's a good cause, but sometimes we feel like we're spinning 
our wheels because we still don't have the recognition. 
People still don't know who we are and what we do.' 
Robert W. Curtis . 
volunteer, VSA Arts of Michigan 

tunities as everyone else is the 
reason Robert W. Curtis volun-
teers so much of his time to 
VSA arts of Michigan. He 
began jurying the show seven 
years ago after teaching art in 
Wayne-Westland Community 
Schools for 35 years. He's 
served on the state board of 
directors six years. 

"It's a good cause, but some-
times we feel like we're spin-
ning our wheels because we 
still don't have the recognition. 
People still don't know who we 
are and what we do," said 
Curtis. "I didn't know that 
much about VSA arts when I 
was teaching. 

"The exhibit is a chance for 
this segment of society to get 
what they've done out to die 
public. Just because they have a 
disability doesn't mean they're 
not productive. It gives them a 
feeling of worth, the fact some-
one else recognizes what they 
can do." • 

Ditto that feeling for William 
Harmon who juried the show 
the last two years and returns 

Jan. 22 to sort through this 
year's entries. The deadline is 
Friday, Jan. 10. For more infor-
mation, call the VSA arts of 
Michigan office at (313) 832-
3303. 

Harmon used to serve on the. 
state board but even before 
then he knew about VSA arts 
from entering his students' 
work in the competition. The 
Northville resident taught art 
at Harrison High School in 
Farmington Hills from 1971 to 
1999. 

"Being in the show helps 
build self-esteem," said 
Harmon. "Anytime you can 
enter and get some recognition. 
We try to make them feel 
they're not different. 

"As a juror, I'm looking at 
things on different levels -
intellectual to emotional. I look 
at the composition, the mean-
ing it conveys. Sometimes a 
piece just says something to a 
juror that touches on a past 
experience." 

ichomin@oe.homecomfn.net | (734) 953-2145 
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Ethical Treatment of Animals) , 
learned about them. That came 
as no surprise to any of us who 
regularly cover and visit the 
park. During the Sunset at the 
Zoo benefit in June, Carter 
looked particularly gloomy 
after the bears lost a round in 
court. Finally on Nov. 5 the U.S. 
government confiscated the six 
polar bears after investigations 
revealed violations of the 
Marine Mammal Protection 
Act. 

So this was a day for celebra-
tion. Of course, every time an 
animal is given a chance to 
escape an unnatural existence, 
it calls for applause. In the last 
three years, the Detroit Zoo's 
rescued more than 30 tigers, 
bears, cougars, monkeys and 
lions, including two from drug 
houses in Detroit. Next time 
you're there, read about the 
Hamm's bear. Signs tell of some 
animals' plight before they 
reached the sanctuary in Royal 
Oak. 

HOW SHE FARED 

I 
(111 

PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE DETROIT ZOO 

Bears don't pant but the heat of 
Puerto Rico left them with no other 
way to cool themselves. 

The cramped conditions are difficult 
for the bears. 

"She's very stiff. It's not sur-
prising," said Kagan an hour 
after Barle was released into 
her new home on Friday, Dec. 
20. "If you'd lived all your life in 
a cage, you'd be stiff, too." 

It didn't take much to get 
TCagan talking about the frail 
bear with skin and fur hanging 
from her bones. He'd been to 
Washington, D.C., and back to 
help influence legislation ban-
ning polar bears in U.S. circus-
es so that, in the future, those 
animals wouldn't suffer from 
sores developed while lying on 
the concrete and steel bottoms 
of cages. 

Barle's fur seemed unnatural-
ly white. The seven other bears 
in the Arctic Ring of Life usual-
ly look yellowish to downright 
dirty. That's from rolling in the 
dirt, jumping into one of three 
pools, and then back out again 
and into the dirt It's what 
makes a bear's life fun. Bears 
live into their 40s in captivity, 
so Barle has plenty of years left 
to enjoy this particular activity. 

"She weighs 350 pounds. 
Female polar bears usually 
weigh between 400 to 500 
pounds, so she's a little on the 
small size. She's going to put on 
some muscle. 

''We're just thrilled the U.S. 
government did the right thing 
through the Department of 
Fish and Wild Game. 
Sometimes these rescues take 
years. We estimate she was 
with the circus 12-13 years. She 
was taken out of the wild when 
very young and sent to a train-
er. She was trained to be a 
down. That's not a great des-
tiny to live a life of ridicule." 

No, it's not for anyone espe-
cially bears, who have no say in 
the matter. Seven polar bears 
were rescued from the circus, 
one in March 2002. Alaska is 
now doing well at the 
Baltimore zoo. Sadly, one of the 
remaining six died shortly after 
being rescued on Nov. 5. The 
rest went to good homes in zoos 
in Tacoma, Wash., and 
Charlotte, N.C., thanks to the 
efforts of PETA, the Humane 

There's not much to do when you're 
hot and miserable but lay around and 
wait for time to pass. 

and running. The ice machine 
is making 300-pound blocks 
filled with carrots and other 
treats for the bears to play 
with." 

It's no wonder she's been 
smiling all morning long, bear 
keeper Else Poulsen said. 

"She's not being particularly 
active. She needs to learn the 
environment" Poulsen said. 
"She's learning how to step on 
different terrain. She's not used 
to rocks and pebbles. When she 
goes into the water is up to her. 
Their mothers teach them to 
swim. We don't know what 
level she's at because she was 
taken away from her mother so 
young. She can work into it 
slowly." 

And visitors can watch her 
take those first steps and swim. 
Winter is a wonderful time to 
go to the zoo. North American 
animals become more active as 
temperatures drop. A few of my 
co-workers, my sister Gwen 
and I spent several hours there 

. last February. Just dress in lay-
ers and don't forget the ha t 
scarf, boots and gloves. As my 
mom used to say, this is no time 
to be beautiful. You're here to 
have fun. Walk through the 
Polar Passage, a 70-foot acrylic 
tunnel, and marvel at the bears 
as they swim within nose 
length. On Dec. 20, the seals 

Society of the United States, the 
U.S. Congress, and the Detroit 
Zoo.. 

IN A NEW HOME 

Barle was kept in quarantine 
for a month at the Detroit Zoo 
before release into the tundra 
portion of the Arctic Ring of 
Life. She'll be kept separate 
from the other bears for the 
next couple of weeks until she 
learns all the nooks and cran-
nies of her new home. One of 
the first crevices she conquered 
was a cave near the entrance of 
the Arctic Ring of Life. She 
inspected the interior then 
went outside and climbed to 
the top where she proceeded to 
sniff the air, first in one direc-
tion then another. 

"She's smelling to learn her 
environment" Carter said. 
"Bears love to smell. She's very 
placid, very mellow. She's going 
to take her time. From the very 
beginning when she first 
arrived on a FedEx flight (Nov., 
19), she surprised us with her 
mellowness. Then, on the ride 
coming from the airport, she 
was alert and interested. We 
didn't know what to expect. 
Now she's doing what bears do. 
Smell is so important to bears. 
She's climbed up to the highest 
point to be bombarded by 
smell. 

"Animals in a circus spend 
the majority of their time in a 
cage. It's going to take a while 
to develop muscle. Eventually 
we'll introduce her to the other 
bears one by one, first to Sissy. 
They're a lot alike. She's also 
small." 

Carter seemed quite pleased 
with the addition of the eighth 
polar bear. 

"Eight was our goal when we 
designed the Arctic Ring of Life 
(which opened in October 
2001). We're now entirely up 

were ^ 
other with their noses. 

WILD WINTER 

"Most people don't know the 
zoo is open in winter," said 
Rana Kozouz, zoo publicity 
person. "It's an opportunity to 
see animal behaviors that are 
different. Arctic fox change col-
ors from grayish-brown to 
white. Arctic animals are more 
active like polar bears, Arctic 
fox and Siberian tigers and they 
do interesting things. 

"Wolverines have been 
known to make snow angels. 
There are snow monkeys in the 
hot tubs which are kept at 103 
degrees in winter. They jump in 
and out and look so cute. It's 
like the hot springs in their 
native Japan. The red pandas' 
coats are beautiful. 

"Elephants, zebras, giraffes 
like to stay indoor where it's an 
up-close look. You're just 10 
feet away. There are 14 indoor 
buildings so if they get cold 
they can warm up inside. 

"We tell people bundle up. 
There's hot chocolate for pur-
chase or duck indoors to see the 
reptiles, river otter, amphibian, 
Wildlife Interpretive Gallery, 
Penguinarium, Butterfly 
Garden and exotic birds where 
it's 80 degrees with lush tropi-
cal gardens. And every week-
end we have Wild Winter activ-
ities like arts and crafts or ice 
carving. On Saturday, Jan. 4 
(10 a.m. to 2 p.m.), we'll have 
students from Henry Ford 
Community College carving 
sculptures at the front of the 
zoo." 

For more on Wild Winter, 
visit the Web site at 
www.detroitzoo.org or call 
(248) 541-5717-

See you at the zoo. 

Have an Interesting idea for a story? ; 
Call Observer & Eccentric arts reporter [ 
Linda Ann Chomin at (734) 953-2145 or 1 
send e-mail to Ichomin® oe. ; 
homecomm. net 

http://www.observerandeccentric.com
mailto:ichomin@oe.homecomfn.net
http://www.detroitzoo.org
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Historic church tour kicks off 
The Detroit Historical 

Society, which has led visits 
to historic churches since 
1972, kicks off its annual 
Historic Houses ofWorship 
tours on Monday, Jan. 6, 
with stops at St Mary's 
Roman Catholic, the 
Cathedral Church of St. Paul 
Episcopal, First 
Congregational Church and 
St. Aloysius Roman Catholic. 

The tour leaves from the 
Detroit Historical Museum 
parking lot (Kirby at 
Woodward) at 10 a.m. and 
returns at 4 p.m. The price, 
which includes the guided 
tour, bus transportation and 
lunch at one of the churches, 
is $25 for Detroit Historical 
Society members and $30 
for non-members. 

The tours emphasize the 

importance of maintaining 
and preserving these build-
ings as visible history. 
Tours are co-sponsored by 
the National Society of the 
Colonial Dames of America 
in the State of Michigan 
and the Detroit Historical 
Society. 

A tour on Feb. 3 will visit 
St. Dominic's Roman 
Catholic, First Unitarian-
Universalist, St. Matthew-St 
Joseph Episcopal, St. John's 
CME and Sweetest Heart of 
Maty Roman Catholic. 

Telephone reservations are 
accepted with VISA, 
MasterCard or Discover 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Monday through Friday No 
tickets will be sold on the day 
of the tour. For more infor-
mation, call (313) 833-1405. 

Ferndale sings the blues this weekend 
The holidays are over, the 

tree goes to the curb and the 
bills start pouring in. What 
better time to hold a blues fes-
tival? 

The city of ferndale will hold 
its second annual blues Festival 
Friday-Sunday, Jan. 3-5, in a 
dozen venues throughout the 
community, including church-
es, bars, nightclubs and restau-
rants. Funds raised at each 
location will go toward 
Ferndale Youth Assistance, an 
organization that counsels 
youth, supports families and 
mentors students. It also runs a 
summer camp for youth at risk 

Ferndale; in the Ferndale school district. 
The event has grown since 

last year, with added venues 
and more bands, including a 
Blues Brunch and Gospel 
Concert held at Zion Lutheran 
Church. The nationally 
acclaimed Men of Grace will 
perform free of charge at the 

event. 
The Acoustic Ave 

Coffeehouse, based next door at 
the United Methodist Church, 
will hold a Saturday evening 
concert that is both alcohol and 
smoke free. 

Blue piggy banks are located 
at more than two dozen shops, 
bars and other locations across 
Ferndale now, collecting money 
from patrons to support the 
festival and Ferndale Youth 
Assistance. 

"The efforts are done totally 
by volunteers and more than 
80 percent of our proceeds go 
directly to Ferndale Youth 
Assistance," says committee 
chair and city councilman Craig 
Covey. 

Admission is free at most of 
the venues and some restau-
rants will serve blues-oriented 
Cajun, barbecue and soul food. 

Here's a schedule of perform-
ers, show times and venues: 

• Friday, Jan. 3 
Luther Badman Keith, 9:30* 

p.m., Rosie O' Grady's 
Albert Young & the Straight 

Eights, Tony's Sports Bar 
Andre Frappier Quartet, 9 

p.m., Dino's 
Back Door Blues Band, 8 

p.m., Como's 
Live Blues, $5 cover charge, 

9:30 p.m., New Way Bar 
Blues food and music, Howe's 

Bayou 
Even Exchange, 10 p.m., Club 

Bart 
• Saturday, Jan. 4 
Gospel Men of Grace, 11 a.m., 

1 p.m., Zion Lutheran Church 
Blues Brunch 

Even Exchange, 10 p.m., Club 
Bart 

Wixom Slim & the Wyse 
Guys, 9 p.m. Rosie O'Grady's 

Back Door Blues Band, 8 
p.m. Como's 

Doug Deming and the Jewel 
Tones, 9 p. 

Live blues music, 8'p.m,, 
Acoustic Ave. Coffee House at 
Ferndale First United 
Methodist Church. Admission: 
$8 youth and senior citizens, 
$10 adults. 

Bobby Murray, guitarist for 
Etta James, Woodward Ave 
Brewers 

Jody Raffoul Live Blues, 7-9 
p.m., The Post Bar 

Albert Young & the Straight 
Eights, Tony's Sports Bar 

Blues food and recorded 
blues, Howe's Bayou 

Live blues, $ 5 cover charge, 
9:30 p.m., New Way 

• Sunday, Jan. 5 
Tampa Ted & the Blue 

Knights, 8:30 p.m. Rosie 
O'Grady's 

D.J. Reggie Harold, Dino's 
Blues Brunch, Como's 
Blues food and recorded 

blues music, Howe's Bayou 
Live Blues, 8 p.m. Danny's 

Irish Pub 

movie 
Known for redefining film 

music and creating legions of 
new film music fans, John 
Williams is considered by many 
to be the most popular film 
composer of the modern era. 
Metro Detroit audiences will 
have the opportunity to hear 
many of Williams' greatest 
compositions Thursday-
Sunday, Jan. 9-12 at the 
Orchestra Hall in Detroit. 

Under the direction of DSO 
pops conductor Erich Kunzel, 
the orchestra will present a 
"John Williams Spectacular," 8 
p.m. Thursday, Jan. 9; 8:30 
p.m. Friday-Saturday, Jan. lo-
l l , and 3 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 12. 
Tickets $15-$55, box seats $50-

$80, call (313) 576-5111 or visit 
www.detroitsymphony.com 

Performing with the DSO for 
the first time is Duo Design, a 
strength and hand-balancing 
act from Warsaw, Poland, 
Dariusz Wronski and Jaroslaw 
Marciniak, known as Derek and 
Jarek, are former Polish nation-
al hand-balancing champions, a 
difficult and dazzling form of 
acrobatics requiring incredible 
strength and dexterity. They 
have competed and performed 
throughout Europe and the U.S. 

Williams has written more 
than 50 scores, which encom-
pass some of the most memo-
rable and moving movie music 
of all time. From the 

Star Wars to the magical 
soundtracks for both Harry 
Potter films. 

He wrote the scores for 
Steven Spielberg's Jaws, Close 
Encounters of the Third Kind, 
Raiders of the Lost Ark, 
Schindler's List and Saving 
Private Ryan. Williams has also 
worked with George Lucas and 
wrote the scores for The 
Empire Strikes Back, Return of 
the Jedi, Star Wars Episode II: 
Attack of the Clones, and The 
Phantom Menace. 

He has been nominated for 
over 35 Oscars and is the win-
ner of five Academy Awards, 17' 
Grammy Awards, three Golden 
Globes, and two Emmys. 

Williams was the conductor of 
the Boston Pops from 1980 to 
1993 and still conducts con-
certs with various orchestras 
around the world. 

Kunzel has conducted 
Williams' work with symphony 
orchestras throughout the 
United States. He included sev-
eral Williams compositions on 
his 2000 CD titled Mega 
Movies with the Cincinnati 
Pops where he has been the 
Music Director for over 30 
years. Kunzel is also music 
director of the Indianapolis 
Symphony Pops, principal pops 
conductor of the Naples, 
Florida Philharmonic and the 
DSO's pops music adviser. 

DSO concert takes kids on a musical journey 
With the holidays behind 

them and the long winter 
ahead, children might be in the 
mood for a little change of 
scenery and the Detroit 
Symphony Orchestra has just 
the thing. 

Thomas Wilkins of West 
Bloomfield leads the orchestra 
in "Once Upon a Place," a 
Young People's Concert that 
showcases music inspired by a 
variety of locales from a Persian 
market to the Painted Desert. 
Performances at Orchestra Hall 
in Detroit take place at 10 a.m. 
and 11:30 a.m. Saturday, Jan. 
11. Tickets $10 to $26, call 
(313) 576-5111 or visit 
www.detroitsymphony.com 

The theme of this season's 
Young People's Concert series is 

"From the Musical Storybook.' 
It's designed to demonstrate 

In "Once Upon a Mace," 
the third in a series of six 
concerts, the focus is 
on how music can bring 
a place vividly to life. 

music's power to take a great 
story and make the characters 
more vivid, the scenery more 
exotic, and the journey more 
exciting. 

In "Once Upon a Place," the 

third in a series of six concerts, 
the focus is on how music can 
bring a place vividly to life. 
Among the lands that will be 
visited on this musical journey 
are 19th century Russia as cap-
tured by Tchaikovsky in the 
Polonaise from his opera 
Eugene Onegin; ancient 
Greece, the setting for Leo 
DelibeVBallet Sylvia, ou La 
Nymphe de Diane; the Painted 
Desert which American com-
poser Ferde Grofe depicted in 
his famous Grand Canyon 
Suite, Disneyland and 
Disneyworld, which are encap-
sulated in the theme Disney 
Magic, and the exotic, bustling 
atmosphere found In a Persian 
Market written by English 
composer Albert Ketelbey. 

Wilkins is resident conductor 
of the DSO and led this year's 
New Year's Eve Gala concert. 
Last summer he conducted the 
orchestra's "Salute to America 
Concerts" at Greenfield Village 
and several Meadow Brook 
Music Festival concerts. 

A champion of music educa-
tion, Wilkins relishes the 
chance to explain the wonders 
of classical music to children. 
His work in music education 
has earned him several acco-
lades including Florida's 1998 
Friend of the Arts by the 
Pinellas County Music 
Educators Association and the 
1998 Music Educator of the 
Year by the Hillsborough 
County Elementary Music ' 
Educator. 
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PROFESSIONAL THEATER 
Century Theatre 

8-Track: The Sounds of the 70s 
7:30 p.m. Wednesday-Thursday, 
1:20 p.m. limited Thursdays, 8:30 
p.m. Friday-Saturday, 5:30 p.m. 
Saturday-Sunday, 1:30 p.m. 
Sunday, 333 Madison, Detroit. 
$24.5Q-$34.50. (313)963-9800 

Fox Theatre 
B.B. King with special guest, 
Bobby Blue Bland: 8 p.m. Jan. 24 
at the Fox Theatre, Woodward, 
Detroit. Tickets $29.50-$49.50. 
(313)471-3279 

Gem Theatre 
Shear Madness, 333 Madison. 
Detroit. $24.50 to $34.50. (313) 
963-9800 

Jewish Ensemble Theatre 
Visiting Mr. Green continues to 
Jan. 12,7:30 p.m. Wednesday-
Thursday and Sunday, 8 p.m. 
Saturday, 2 p.m. Sunday, in the 
Aaron DeRoy Theatre, 6600 W. 
Maple, West Bloomfield. $18-$30 
with discounts for seniors and 
students, $50 7:30 p.m. (248) 
788-2900 

Meadow Brook Theatre 
Presents the Shaw Festival's 
Candida :6 p.m. Jan. 11, opening 
night/press night. Previews, Jan. 
8 runs through Feb. 2 at Wilson 
Hall, Oakland University, 
Rochester Hills Tickets $19-$38-
cail (248) 377-3300 for perform-
ance times and ticket informa-
tion. 

Plowshares Theatre Company 
Presenting: The Piano Lesson, an 
August Wilson drama; Press 
opening night performance at 6 
p.m., Feb. 1. Piay runs from Jan. 
30-Feb. 23 at Marygrove College, 
8425 West McNichols, northwest 
Detroit. Tickets range from $10-
$25. (313) 872-0279, for times of 
performances 

CHILDREN'S THEATER 

The Marquis Theatre 
Velveteen Rabbit through 
Sunday, Jan. 19,135 E. Main St., 
downtown Northville, $7.50. No 
children younger than 3, (248) 
349-8110. 

Wild Swan Theater 
Presents Owl's Winter Thursday-
Saturday, Jan. 23-25, at 

' Washtenaw Community College's 
Towsley Theater, Tickets $6/ chil-
dren: $8/adults. Call (734) 424-
9591 for times and more infor-
mation. 

COMMUNITY THEATER 

Nov! Civic Center Theatre 
Hansel & Gretel, 3 p.m. and 7:30 
p.m., Feb. 1; 7:30 p.m. Feb. 2 at 
45175 W. 10 Mile, Novi. Tickets $10 
reserved; $12 at the door (248) 
347-0400 

Stagecrafters 
Chicago, Jan. 17-Feb. 9, at the 
historic Baldwin Theatre, 415 
South Lafayette, in downtown 
Royal Oak. Show times are 8 p.m. 
Jan. 17-18,23-25,30-31, Feb. land 
7-8; 2 p.m. Jan. 19,26, Feb. 2 and 
9. Feb. 7 performance is signed 
for the deaf. Tickets are $14 on 
Thursday, $16 on Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday. (248) 541-
6430 

C0LLE6E THEATER 

Wayne State University 
Hilberry Theatre presents The 
Philadelphia Story at 8 p.m. Jan. 
16. Cloud 9 at 8 p.m. Jan. 17, and 
2 and 8 p.m. Jan. 18, at 4743 Cass 
Ave., Detroit (313) 577-2972 
Studio Theatre presents ART by 
Yasmina Rez, 8 p.m. Jan. 16,17 & 
18 at 4743 Cass Avenue, Detroit 
(313) 577-2972 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

2003 Plymouth International 
Ice Sculpture Spectacular 

21st Anniversary Edition of this 
free family winter special event. 
Runs from Jan. 15-20 in down-
town Plymouth. (313) 886-9074 
or (734) 459-6969 for informa-
tion 

CLASSICAL 

Canton Chamber Orchestra 
The Plymouth Symphony pres-
ents the chamber concert 8 p.m. 
Saturday, Jan. 11, at St. Thomas A 
Becket Church, 555 Lilley Road, 
Canton. $16, $14 senior, children 
(K-12) free with adult. (734) 451-
2112 

Detroit Symphony Orchestra 

#1111 
URBAN ENTERTAI 

A 

The Bugs Beddow Band performs 10 p.m. to 1:30 a.m. Friday-Saturday, Jan. 3-4, at George & Harry's Blues Room, 22048 Michigan Avenue, Dearborn. Call (313) 359-2799. The Bugs Beddow Band won the 
Detroit Music Awards Best R & B Band in 2002. They play the Cavern Club (201 South First, Ann Arbor) 10 p.m. to 2 a.m. Saturday, Jan. 11, cali (734) 332-9900, and Bo's Brewery (51 North Saginaw, Pontiac) 
10 p.m. to 1:30 a.m. Friday-Saturday, Jan. 17-18, call (248) 338-9088. For more information visit the Web site at www.bugsBeddow.com. 

Music director Neeme Jarvi 
returns after two months 
abroad for Rimsky-Korsakov's 
Scheherazade, Strauss's 
Metamorphosen, and 
Schumann's Konzerstuck for 
FourHornsQ p.m. Friday, Jan. 3, 
8:30 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 4, and 3 
p.m. Sunday, Jan. 5, at Orchestra 
Hall, Detroit. $15-$56. (313) 576-
5111 

LECTURES/WORKSHOPS 

Ann Arbor District Library 
In cooperation with the 
University Musical Society, the 
library presents a lecture by 
Richard LeSueur, music special-
ist entitled, Othello andOtello, 
the Lion of Venice from 3-4:15 
p.m. Jan. 19. No registration 

• required. 343 South Fifth Ave., 
Ann Arbor (734) 327-4560 for 
information. 

International Institute of 
Metropolitan Detroit, Inc. 

Dr.ArifaK. Javed will present 
Women of Other Cultures, an 
interactive gathering for those 
interested in the diversity and 
similarities of women. 10:30 a.m. 
Jan. 15 at 111 East KirbyAve., 
Detroit. Fee is $10 pre-registra-
tion or $20 at the door. Call 
(313)871-8600 for details. 
Meadow Brook Theatre 
Shaw: Our Contemporary - panel 
discussion with Brian Murphy 
and Jackie Maxwell noon to 1 
"p.m. Friday, Jan. 10, at the 
Honors College Lounge, 
Vandenberg Hail on Oakland 
University Campus, Rochester. 
(313)886-9074 

Plymouth Community Arts 
Council 

Ice Carving Workshop, 9 a.m. to 
noon or 1-4 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 
25. Introduction to ice sculp-
tures. Cost is $35 for PCAC mem-
bers and $40 for non-members. 

A fee for ice will be due at class 
time. Class size limited call early 
to reserve spot, (734) 416-4278 

UM Dance Building Studio D 
Artist interview and lecture, Bill 
T. Jones and Bjorn G. Amelan by 
Peter Sparling, UM professor of 
dance, 4 p.m. Friday, Jan. 10, at 
UM Dance Building Studio D, 1310 
N. University Court, (734)764-

UM-Dearbom 
Glass Beadmaking Workshop 
begins Jan. 10 and continues to 
March 15,6-9 p.m. Friday or 9 
a.m. to noon Saturday, in Room 
251 in the Science Building on 
campus, 4901 Evergreen, 
Dearborn. $275 includes all 
material fees. For more informa-
tion, call (313) 593-5262 or send 
e-mail to 

drmiiler@umd.umich.edu 

FILM 

Magic Bag 
Spike & Mike's Sick & Twisted 
Animation Festival runs to 
Thursday. Jan. 2, at 22920 
Woodward Ave., Ferndale. Tickets 
$7. (248) 544-3030 

Oakland University 
The Devil's Disciple (1897), film 
version 1959 - 7 p.m. Wednesday, 
Jan. 15, at Honors College 
Lounge, Vandenberg Hall on 
Campus, Rochester 

Redford Theatre 
Diamonds are Forever starring 

Sean Connery and Jill St. John, 
Jan. 10-11 at 17360 Lahser Road, 
Detroit. $3. Call (313) 531-4407 
for show times. 

BENEFITS 

'70s Bash 
The Plymouth Community Arts 
Council is holding its annual din-
ner-dance and auction Friday, 
March 14, at St. John's Golf and 

>. sraffijf- ^ 
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This work by Paul McMullan is in "Spinning Tales: Narrative 
Ceramics" continuing to Jan. 18, at Sybaris Gallery, 202 East Third 
Street, Royal Oak. The group show features Katherine Blacklock, 
Edward Eberle, Kurt Weiser, Irina Zaytceva, and McMullan. 
The gallery also is spotlighting the jewelry of Heather White. 
For more information, call (248) 544-3388.. 

MAKING COHTACT: 
\ 

Please submit items for publication in Going Places 
to Linda Chomin two weeks in advance of event. 
Observer & Eccentric Newspapers, 36251 
Schoolcraft, Livonia, Mi 48150 or fax (734) 591-7279 

Conference Center in Plymouth. 
"Passions of the Past: A 70s 
Bash" is the theme of this year's 
event that raises money for the 
PCAC's educational and commu-
nity arts programming. Tickets 
$75. To buy tickets, donate an 
auction item or help the plan-
ning committee, call the arts 
council at (734) 416-4278 

Stagecrafters 
Razzle Dazzle'em, 7 p.m., • 
Thursday, Jan. 16. Wear your 
glitz and glamour for this wine 
and cheese reception with auc-
tion, at the historic Baldwin 
Theater. 415 South Lafayette, 
Royal Oak. Tickets are $25 per 
person. (248) 541-6430 

Swingtime '03 
Fan Club Arts Foundation fund-
raiser, 7:30 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 11, 
at the Fisher Building, Detroit. 
Entertainment by Alma Smith 
and her group, Paul King and the 
Rhythm Society Orchestra, 
Intrigue and two DJs. Thirty one 
restaurants serve party fare. 
Tickets are $50 general admis-
sion, $60 at the door and $100 
VIP, which includes special food 
and an open bar). Call Fan Club 
at (248) 584-4150 

Trinity House Theatre 
Benefit concert featuring Jim 
Bizer, Lucy Webster, Jan Krist, 
Stewart Francke, Jim Roll and 
Ralston Bowles, 8 p.m. (doors 
open at 7:30 p.m.) March 1 at 
38840 West Six Mile Road, 

Livonia Tickets $15, $12 for the-
atre members (734) 464-6302 

CLASSICAL 

The Arbor Consort 
Free concert 7-8 p.m. Thursday, 
Jan. 16, at The Ann Arbor District 
Library. 343 S. Fifth Ave. in Ann 
Arbor. (248) 327-4560 

Detroit Symphony Orchestra 
Classical Series at Orchestra Hall 
- Scheherazade - 8 p.m. Friday-
Saturday, Jan. 3-4.3 p.m. 
Sunday, Jan. 5. $15-$56; Martin 
Luther King Day Concert, 3 p.m. 
Sunday, Jan. 19, at Orchestra 
Hall. $10-$25/ adults and $8-$20/ 
younger than 18. (313) 576-5111 

Winter Concert Series 
Sponsored by the Northville Art 
Commission, 3 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 
12, at Northville High School 
Auditorium, 47600 Six Mile. 
Tickets $10, $7/ students. Call 
(248) 449-9950. 

JAZZ/BLUES 

Larry Nozero Jazz Quintet 
Performs 8 p.m. to midnight 
Monday at Mitch Housey's Food 
S Spirits, Livonia. (734) 425-5520 
or visit www. larrynozero. com. 

Magic Bag 
9th Annual Anti-Freeze Blues 
Festival: Chicago Blues Allstars. 
featuring Hubert Sumlin, Carey 
Bell, Willie "Big Eyes" Smith & 
Bob Margolin, 7 p.m. Jan. 3. at 
22920 Woodward Ave., Ferndale 
$20 (248) 544-1991 

Southfield Public Library 
Bluesman Robert B. Jones per-
forms 2-4 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 26, 

UV'nMl--. 
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The Longhorn World Championship Rodeo returns to The Palace 8 
p.m. Friday-Saturday, Jan. 3-4, and 2 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 5. Riders 
from both in and outside of Michigan compete in the annual event. 
Look for local participants, Winston Likert of Highland on Friday, 
Jan. 3 and Jim Robertson of Davisburg on Saturday, Jan. 4 in the 
steer wrestling competition. Dennis Dasiiva of Oakland Township 
will show his calf-roping skill on Saturday, Jan. 4. Michael Viers of 
Clarkston rides a bull and Ray Downey of Ortonville entertains with 
saddle bronc riding. Both compete on Friday, Jan. 3. Tickets are 
$20 and $14 and on sale at Palacenet.com, The Palace Box Office 
and all Ticketmaster outlets. For group sales, call (248) 371-2055 

at the Southfield Public Library, 
26000 Evergreen. The program 
is free, space limited. (248)948-

Vince James Trio 
Campari's, 8-11 p.m. Wednesdays, 
350 S. Main, Plymouth, (734) 416-

FOiK 

Orion Township Public Library 
Folksinger Dan Hazlett to per-
form at 2 p.m. Sunday. Jan. 12, at 
the library, 825 Joslyn, just 
north of Clarkston Road. No 
charge. (248) 693-3000 

WORLD MUSIC 

PatMcDunn 
Duke Humphries. 8-11 p.m. Friday, 
Rochester Hills, no cover, (248) 
601-1100 

Trinity House Theatre 
Presents Dell and the Roughcuts 
with special guest, David Nefesh, 
in concert at 8 p.m., Jan. 11, at 
38840 West Six Mile Road. 
Livonia; tickets $10. $7 for mem-
bers (734) 464-6302 Kim Taylor 
and special guest, Annie Capps 
at 8 p.m. Jan. 18 Madison Green 
8 p.m. Jan. 24 Len's Lounge and 
Corndaddy perform at 8 p.m. 
Jan. 25 Jason Dennie, finger-
style guitarist, performs at 8 
p.m., Feb. 1 Messerly and Ewing, 
8 p.m. Feb. 7 

CHORAL 

UMS 
Six-member Afro-American a 
cappella group, Sweet Honey in 
the Rock, with Toshi Reagon and 
Big Lovely, 8 p.m. Friday, Jan. 10, 

at the Michigan Theater, 603 
East Liberty St., Ann Arbor. 
Tickets $I6-$38 Call (734)764-
2538 or toll-free (800)221-1229 

DANCE 

Bill Jones/Arnie Zane Dance 
Company 

With the Chamber Music Society 
of Lincoln Center featuring the 
Orion String Quartet, 8 p.m., 
Saturday, Jan. 11, and 4 p.m. 
Sunday, Jan. 12, Power Center 
for the Performing Arts, 121 
Fletcher St., Ann Arbor. Tickets: 
$20-$38 (800) 221-1229 
Meet the artist post-perform- -
ance discussion, Jan. 11. 

SOCIAL DANCIN6 

The Barn at Gretchen's House V 
Scottish Country Dancing:Tartan 
S Thistle Scottish Country 
Dancers. 7:30-9:30 p.m. Jan. 2,9, 
16,23 & 30 at 2625 Traver Blvd., 
Ann Arbor, $3 (734)769-4324 

Chapel Hill Clubhouse 
English Country Dancing: Ann 
Arbor Council for Traditional 
Music and Dance-7 p.m. Jan. 7 
and Jan. 14 at 3350 Green Road, 
Ann Arbor-$6-(734) 422-1170. , 

Dance Elite Ballroom Studio 
Ballroom/ Latin dance party 9 
p.m. to midnight, DJ, open to the 
public, Friday-Saturday, Maple at 
Haggerty (inside Bloomfield 
Avenue Shoppe II), West 
Bloomfield, $10, $9, Michigan 
Swing Dance Association, sin-
gles welcome, (248) 926-8522. 

Moon-Dusters 
Ballroom dancing to live bands, 
featuring swing, fox trot, waltz, 
cha-cha and Latin, 8:30-11:30 

p.m. Saturday, Livonia Civic 
Center, 15218 Farmington Road at 
Five Mile, $5, (248)967-1428. 

Pvt. John Lyskawa Hall 
Inaugural Dinner Dance, doors 
open 12:30 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 5; 
1:30 p.m. dinner; 3-7 p.m. danc-
ing; at 6828 Waverly, Dearborn 
Heights; Admission: $20, no 
refunds. Includes beer and 
setups, B.Y.O.B. For tickets, call 
(586) 751-2834 or (313) 937-1316 

Rhythm 'N' Shoes 
Weekly ballroom/ Latin dance 
party with disc jockey, 9-11 p.m. 
Thursday, 2172 Franklin Road, 
north of Square Lake Road, east 
of Telegraph, Bloomfield Hills, $7, 
$6 members, (248) 334-0299. 

Sunday Dance Parties 
Ballroom dancing 8-11 p.m. every 
Sunday, White Heather Club, 150 
Vester, Ferndale, $6 before 8 
p.m., $7 after, (313) 521-6564. 

COMEDY 

Ann Arbor Comedy Showcase 
314 East Liberty, Ann Arbor 

Steve Sabo, 8 and 10:30 p.m., 
Friday-Saturday, Jan. 3-4. $8/ 
advance-$10/at the door. 
Comedy Jamm Night! 8 p.m. 
Wednesday, Jan. 8,15,22&29. All 
tickets $5. 
Tim O'Rourke, 8 p.m. and 10:30 
p.m. Jan. 9,10 & 11 Tickets $7-$13, 

Detroit Opera House 
George Carlin with guest Dennis 
Blair 7 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 18, 
$34.50-$42.50 at CC.com, the 
Detroit Opera House box office 
and all Ticketmaster outlets or 
charge by phone at (248) 645-

Joey's Comedy Club/Llvonla 
Every Tuesday night is open mic 
night. The club also offers a 
stand-up comedy class for those 
interested in performing and 
writing comedy, 36071 Plymouth 
Road, Livonia. (734) 261-0555 

Joey's Comedy Club/Dearborn 
Bill Hildebrandt, Jan. 2-5,5070 
Schaefer Road, Dearborn. Call 
(313) 584-8885 for information. 
LA Hardy performs Jan. 9-12. 

West Branch Library 
Comedian O.J. Anderson appears 
at noon, Saturday, Jan. 11, at the 
library, 2503 Jackson Ave., Ann 
Arbor (734) 327-4200. 

MUSEUMS AND TOURS 

Plymouth Historical Museum 
New permanent Abraham 
Lincoln exhibit, Images of 
Lincoln, acquired from Michigan 
collector Weldon Petz, includes 
lock of Lincoln's hair cut from 
his wound the night of the 
assassination, a life mask and 
casts of Lincoln's hands sculpted 
in 1860 by Leonard Volk, life-size 
wax figures of Abraham and 
Mary Todd Lincoln in their sec-
ond inaugural period clothing, 
36-foot-wide mural of the sec-
ond inaugural ball from 1865, at 
the museum, 155 S. Main. $3, $1 
students ages 5-17, $7 a family. 
Hours are 1-4 p.m. Wednesday-
Thursday and Saturday-Sunday. 
(734)455-8940. 

Oldief 2nd Annual Valentine%p~ 

m m DOO-WOP CONCERT, 
j. S A T U R D A Y , FEBRUARY 1 5 , 2 0 0 3 
* 4 : 0 0 a n d 8 : 0 0 P . M . 

D E T R O I T O P E R A H O U S E 
T i c k c t s avai l ab le at Opera Hnusu Box Of f ic i i . T icket inasU-r 2-1H 6-1$ f .hM. 
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SCHEDULES TO OPEN 
FRIDAY, JAN. 3 

THE PIANIST 
Wladyslaw Szpilman, a brilliant Polish 

> Pianist and a Jew, escapes deporta-
tion. Forced to live in the heart of the 

.. Warsaw ghetto, he shares the suffer-
ing, the humiliation and the struggles. 

»• He manages to escape and hides in the 
ruins of the capital. A German officer 

> comes to his aid and helps him to sur-
b vive. Featured players include Adrien 

(Harrison's Flowers) Brody as 
; Wladyslaw and Thomas (Blade 2) 
' Kretschmann as the German officer. 

: Roman (Tess) Polanski directed the 
* d r a m a , marking his first since com-
! pleting The Ninth Gate in 1999. (Focus 
J Features) Not yet rated! 

; ; SCHEDULED TO OPEN 
I FRIDAY, JAN. 10 
; INTACTO 
; There are those among us who are 
! preternaturally lucky. They are the sur-
1- vivors of the plane crash that kills 
; , everyone else, the ones who escape 
; being victims of war and terror, the 

• gamblers who win high-stake games 
' and even life itself. Their gi f t Is not 
! ; only being lucky, however it includes 
I the power to rob others of their luck 
1 , and leave them helpless in the face of 
j misfortune. Frederico has been robbed 

• of his luck and believes that Tomas, 
! the survivor of a plane crash, will be 
; the instrument of his vengeance. The 
j two men embark on a voyage of initia-
» tion, a series of trials challenging oth-
1 ' ers that will lead them to the summit 
! ' of chance, but they must avoid the 
! scrutiny of policewoman Sara, herself 

'. a survivor, to finally meet Sam, the 
master of the domain from which only 
one person will emerge intact. Stars 

u Leonardo Sbaragiia, Eusebio Poncela, 
Monica Lopez, Antonio Dechent, Max 
VonSydow. Directed by Juan Carlos 

' Fresnadilio. (Lions Gate) Rated R. 

Running time: 108 minutes. 
JUST MARRIED 
, Tom's a traffic reporter with blue collar 

roots. Sarah's a writer whose family is 
as wealthy as it is snobbish. Much to 

1 her clan's and ex-boyfriend's horror, 
Sarah and Tom fall in love and marry. 

' Following their wedding, they set off 
, on what they expect to be the perfect 

vacation, but thanks to her ex- and 
: relentless bad luck, the happy couple 

experiences the honeymoon from hell. 
: Directed by Shawn Levy. Starring 
r Ashton Kutcher, Brittany Murphy, 

Christian Kane (20th Century Fox) This 
; f i lm is not yet rated. 

25TH HOUR 
Montgomery "Monty" Brogan, a young 

; ex-heroin dealer about to 
: serve a seven year stint in prison, is 

; forced to re-examine his life during his 
last day of freedom. He spends time 
with his old buddies reminiscing and 
partying, while trying to figure out 
who turned him in to the Feds. 

. Featured in the cast are Edward (The 
Score) Norton as Monty, Philip 
Seymour (Almost Famous) Hoffman as 

; Monty's friend, and Rosario (Men in 
1 Black Z) Dawson as Naturelle, Monty's 

live-in girlfriend. Spike Lee directed 
' the drama, marking his f irst since 

completing Bamboozled In 2000. 
* (Touchstone Pictures) Rated R. 
NICHOLAS NICKLEBY 
' Based on the novel by Charles Dickens 
; the story centers on a boy's struggle 
« to survive and find happiness in a hos-
J5 t i le and unfeeling world by building a 

new and unconventional family. He is 
Si helped and hindered on his way by a 
? host of superbly evoked and well 

known characters: From his ruthless 

i 

i 

Adrien Brody stars in Roman Poianski's The Pianist, opening in theaters on Friday, Jan. 4. 

uncle to the hilarious and theatrical 
Crummies family and the cruel-heart-
ed Wackford Squeers. Featured among 
the ensemble are Jamie (Billy Elliot) 
Bell, Jim Broadbent, Tom {Last Orders) 
Courtenay, Alan (The Anniversary 
Party) Cumming, Charlie (Abandon) 
Hunnam and Anne (The Princess 

, Diaries) Hathaway. (MGM/UA) Not yet 
rated. 

NARC 
. A story of suspended undercover nar-

cotics officer, Nick Tellis, who is reluc-
tantly drawn back onto the force to 
f ind the truth behind the murder of a 
young police officer killed in the line of 
duty. He is teamed with Henry Oak, 
the slain officer's partner, a rogue cop 
who will stop at nothing to avenge his 
friends death. As Tellis and Oak unrav-
el the case, the dark underbelly of the 
narcotics world reveals itself in sur-
prising ways that are more twisted 
than either officer has seen before. . 
Stare Jason Patric, Ray Liotta, Busta 
Rhymes, Chi McBride. Directed by Joe 
Carnahan (Paramount) Rated R. 
Running time: 107 minutes. 

SCHEDULED TO OPEN 
FRIDAY, JAN. 17 

A GUY THING 
Paul Morse is a good guy. When his 

friends throw him a wild bachelor 
party, he just wants to keep his con-
science clean, which is why he's 
shocked when he wakes up in bed with 
a beautiful girl named Becky and can't 
remember the night before. Worse 
than tha t she also happens to be his 
fiancee's cousin. Desperate to keep his 
fiancee from finding out, he tells her a 
teensy lie, which turns into a bigger 
lie. From the bachelor party to the 
wedding, soon his lies are spiraling out 
of control and his entire life is a series 
of comical misunderstandings. 

Featured players include Jason Lee, 
Julia Stiles, Selma Blair and James 
Brolin. Chris Koch directed the come-
dy marking his first since completing 
Snow Day in 2000. (MGM/UA) 

NATIONAL SECURITY 
The story follows a young rookie secu-
rity guard, Earl Montgomery, who is 
forced to team up with ex-cop Hand 
Rafferty as they seek the men who are 
out to kill them both, and unravel a • 
smuggling operation. Featured players 
include Martin Lawrence as Earl, Steve 
Zahn as Hank, Eric Roberts as the 
leader of the smuggling operation and 
Colm Feore as a corrupt police officer 
collaborating with professional crimi-
nals. Dennis Dugan directed the 
action, marking his f irst since complet-
ing Saving Silverman In 2001. 

W I N FREE TICKETS! 

0 Seats $10 wcAiKTj 

THIS SAT, JAN 4 • 8 PM 

HAT NIGHT 
Rrs! 1,008 SQJs 12&US& 

q Free Cowboy Ha! 

THIS SUN, JAH 5 • 2 N§ 
FAMILY DAY 

KkisUlUafer 
aid Stunts 1/2 Prke £ S £ £ 

TICKETS 41 Wâ .̂TWfttAO-BOX OFFICE 
r.CHUSE: (248) 44S46&4. 

,®00PS,85£N1S5, 

MICHIGAN EXCLUSIVE! 
Csnodta's internationally acclaimed 

SHAW FESTIVAL 
performing George Bernnrd Shaw's 

CANDIDA 
JAN 8 - FEB 2 

doesn't get m*di better tbo» this!" 
Spectator 

Tickets start at jast $191 
MIT BOX OFFICE 

{248) 377-3300 
GROUP DISCOUNTS: (248} 370-3316 

www.mbtheatre.com 

Sfxnondby: DAIMLERCHRYSLER 

DalmtetOwter Corporation RbkJ 

COUPLES NIGHT! Buy-ftta, 
g<! second Mf ptta! i d , This 8 Sun # t t 

Suitable for high-school age and oidor 

Discover 
local food finds 

each Sunday 
in Taste 

THE SHAW FESTIVAL'S "CANDIDA" 

(Columbia Pictures) 
SIN EATER 

A conflicted, rebellious priest travels 
to Rome to investigate the strange 
death of his mentor. The young priest, 
a troubled artist with whom he 
shares a turbulent past, and his clos-
est friend and colleague to discover 
the mysterious death may be the work 
of the Sin Eater, and ancient figure 
who plays God on Earth by absolving 
the unforgivable of their sins outside 
the Church, allowing great evil to go 
unpunished. The film stars Heath 
Ledger as Father Bernier, Mark Addy 
and Shannyn Sossamon. Brian 
Helgeland directed the thriller, mark-
ing his first since completing A 
Knight's Tale in 2001. (20th Century 
Fox) This fi lm is not yet rated. 

CONFESSIONS OF A DANGEROUS MIND 
This is a fictitious story about the 
secret life of Gong Show host Chuck 
Barris. including the time he spent as 
CIA assassin "Sunny Sixkiller", making 
hits while under the guise of chaper-
oning the game show contestants who 

have won vacation prizes. Stars Sam 
Rockwell, Drew Barrymore, George 
Clooney, Julia Roberts, Chuck Barris 
(cameo). Matt Oamon (cameo), Rutger 
Hauer, Brad Pitt (cameo), Fred Savage. 
Jerry Weintraub (cameo) (Leonard 
Goldberg), Kristen Wilson. Directed by 
George Clooney. (Miramax Films) 
Rating TBD 

THE HOURS 
The story of three women searching 
for more potent, meaningful lives. 
Each is alive at a different t ime and 
place: all are linked by their yearnings 
and their fears. Stars Meryl Streep, 
Julianne Moore, Nicole Kidman, Ed 
Harris, Toni Collette, Claire Danes, Jeff 
Daniels, Stephan Dillane, Allison 
Janney, John C. Reilly, Miranda 
Richardson. Directed by Stephen 
Daldry. (Paramount) Rated PG-13, 
Running time: 110 minutes. 

KANGAROO JACK 
Two friends from Brooklyn are forced 
to deliver mob money to Australia. 
Their misadventures begin when one 
of them places his red jacket on a kan-

garoo while attempting to snap a pic-
ture. When the kangaroo bounces off, 
they realize the mob money is in the 
jacket and they are forced to chase 

• him into the outback. Stars Jerry 
O'Connell, Anthony Anderson, Estella 
Warren, Christopher Walken, Dyan 
Cannon, Michael Shannon, Marton 
Csokas, David Ngoombujarra. Directed 
by David Mc Naily. (Warner Brothers) 
Rated PG. Running time: 84 minutes. 

SCHEDULED TO OPEN 
FRIDAY, JAN. 24 

DARKNESS FALLS 
Kyle.Walsh (Chaney Kley) must return 
home to confront his troubled past 
and save his childhood sweetheart 
Caitlin (Emma Caulfi'eld) and her 
younger brother Michael (Lee Cormie) 
from an unrelenting evil that has 
plagued the town of Darkness Falls for 
over one hundred and f i f ty years. 
Directed by Jonathan Liebesman. 
(Columbia Pictures) This fi lm is not yet 
rated. 

CITY OF GOD 
Welcome to the world's most notorious 
slum: Rio de Janeiro's "City of God." A 
place where combat photographers 
fear to tread, where Police rarely go, 
and residents are lucky if they live to 
the age of 20. This is the true story of 
a young man who grew up on these 
streets and, whose ambition as a pho-
tographer is the world's window in and 
ultimately may be his only way o u t 
Stars Alexandre Rodrigues, Matheus 
nachtergaele, Alice Braga, Seu Jorge, 
Leandro Firmino de Hora. Directed by 
Fernando Meirelles. (Miramax) Rated R 

SCHEDULED TO OPEN 
FRIDAY, JAN. 31 

THE GURU 
A young Indian dance teacher with the 
best moves in Delhi embarks for New 
York City in pursuit of fame and for-
tune - only to wind up working as a 
waiter in an Indian restaurant But 
good fortune can arise from strange 
places as our hero, Ramu Gupta dis-
covers when a catering gig at a ditzy 
birthday party catapults him into an 
extravagant version of the American 
dream. Mistaken for a spiritual healer, 
Ramu becomes an overnight celebrity 
with the city's elite hanging onto his 
every word - no matter how absurd. 
The trouble is, he's also falling in love 
with the one woman who knows the 
real source of his seemingly profound 
insights and Ramu must choose 
between his newfound notoriety and 
his love for a woman who accepts him 
as he is. Stars Jimi Mistry, Marisa 
Tomei, Heather Graham. Directed by 
Daisy von Scherier Mayer. (Universal). 
Rated R. - -

• 

January 3-5,2003 at the Novi Expo Center 
Three stages of healthy 
shakes: cooking and 
nutrition tips at the Whole 
Foods Market Stage, fitness 
& exercise demonstrations at 

Mm 
NBC-m 
MRokr, 

America's most 
loved weather 
m n and best-
selling outhor, 

Sat Jan.4, 

mmgeilirginztepspkin, 
simple and fun. Join him , 
at AeFttness Stage. 

the Sally Total Fitness Stage; 
and helpful seminars toputyou 

andyourfamily on the right 
track! Plus, over 150 exhibitors 

and professional service 
providers from the health, 

Far more information, 
log on towsmm&Gtm 

WWJ«950 

Friday, Jan, 3,4-9 pm 
Saturday, Jm 410-7pm 
Sunday, Jan. 5,10-5 pm 

fitness and recreation fields. 

Everything you need to make 
yourfamily healthier - all 
under one roof! Don't miss it! 

"From Aikins To 
The M e ; What's 
A Perm To 
Eat?" Hutr&bn 
ExpertZonya 
Foco, RJ)., 
discusses the . 
differences. 

You'll get a kick 
o ut of martial 

arts expert Ken 
Levy's dinlcs and 

exMbiibns, 

http://www.observerandeccentric.com
http://www.mbtheatre.com


B6 Observer & Eccentric t Thursday, January 2 ,2003 EATIN6 OUT www.observerandeccentrlc.com 

Sample authentic Asian cuisine at buffet in Livonia 
BY JOANNE MAIISZEWSK! 
CORRESPONDENT 

Kenny and Sue Yim were cer-
tain they knew it all. 

"At the time we were young, 
we thought we could do better. 
Until you open a restaurant. 
Then you have to keep coming 
up with new ideas," said Sue 
Yim. 

If the constant flow of 
patrons and the filled booths 
and tables at the Fortune Buffet 
in Livonia are any indication, 
the Tims, did know better. Oh a 
recent late Saturday afternoon, 
the hustle and bustle of patrons 
is testament that the husband-
and-wife team have a winning 
formula. 

The Fortune Buffet, 29583 
Five Mile in the Mid-Five 
Center, opened in late May, and 
according to the Tims, boasts 
the largest Asian selection and 
buffet in Michigan — their 
adopted state. 

The eight all-you-can-eat 
buffets offer a spectrum of Asia 
cuisine, all the way from a 
Chinese-American style to 
authentic Asian delicacies not 
likely found in most Michigan 
restaurants. Lunches for adults 
(ages 11 and older) are $6.50 
Mondays through Fridays, and 
$8.95 on Saturdays. Dinner is 
$9.95 for adults Mondays 
through Thursdays, $10.95 
Fridays, Saturdays and 
Sundays, as well as holidays. 
Children's prices and senior 
discounts are available, as well 
as parties and catering. 

Originally from Hong Kong 
and raised in Maryland, the 
Tims know the collective 
American tastebud. Salad and 
dessert bars round out the large 
restaurant that seats approxi-
mately 300 patrons. 

"We are so busy here that the 
food is always fresh," said Sue 

In Maryland, Kenny Yim 
owned two restaurants. The 
most recent owned on the east 
coast was a traditional sit-down 
eatery, something the couple 

now recognize is much easier to 
run than a large buffet. 

PREPARED FRESH 

"With a traditional restau-
rant, you cook what people 
order," Sue Yim said. "With a 
buffet, you have to cook every-
thing all the time" 

Fifteen minutes — "That's all 
you can let it sit in a buffet," 
said Kenny Yim, Fortune 
Buffet's premier chef, who 
added proudly, "in my mind, I 
have 10,000 recipes." His spe-
cialty is traditional Chinese cui-
sine. 

The quality and freshness of 
the food draws in the patrons. 
There's plenty to draw them 
back. When you walk into the 
restaurant you are greeted by a 
refreshing waterfall garden of 
volcanic stone, built by Kenny 
Tim - with his daughters' help. 
Stephanie, 6, and Andrea, 4, 
have personalized the soothing 
garden with miniature fig-
urines that immediately bring 
to mind an Asian hilltop vil-
lage. 

"While parents are eating, 
their children are here," Sue 
Tim said, of the garden. 
Patrons often make wishes at 
the miniature waterfall. 

The large restaurant has a 
definite American design with 
oak trim and oak booths and 
tables. The eight large buffets 
are concentrated away from the 
dining area. One of the buffets -
sushi, Mongolian and Hong 
Kong noodle bar - is complete 
with a chef standing by. 

"He makes the food in front 
of you," Kenny Yim said. 

And what is Hong Kong 
style? Basically, it's Cantonese. 
"Our cold bar is unique in 
Michigan. We attract a lot of 
Asian people. They want the 
real thing," Sue Yim said. 

Among the entrees at the 
cold bar are smoked fish, Hong 
Kong pork, snail, conch meat, 
squid and oysters. 

"All very traditional (Asian) 
food," she added. 

FORTUNE BUFFET 
Location: 29583 Five Mile in 
the Mid-Five Center, Livonia 

Hours; 11 a.m.-10 p.m. 
Mondays through 
Thursdays; 11 a.m.-10:30 
p.m. Fridays and Saturdays; 
11 a.m.-10 p.m. Sundays 

Phone:(734)524-8383 

If the various Asian cuisines 
are confusing, the Yims can 
help. "They are based on the 
area of the country," Sue Tun 

DIFFERENT STYLES 

Peking-style is from the 
Peking (now Beijing) area, 
Cantonese from Canton. 
Cantonese food is lighter and 
features seafood because it is 
near the water. Szechuan is 
spicier and many of the foods 
are marinated. Peking-style is 
smaller items, appetizer-type, 
for example, because Peking's 
streets are lined with food ven-

HEATHER SONNTAG i STAFF I 

Kevin Ko, 2 of Canton, enjoys eating his crackers with his family at Fortune 
Buffet. 

Sushi is Japanese and despite 
popular notion it is not entirely 
raw food. What is uncooked is 
sashimi, which is raw fish. 

Before you dive into any one 
of the eight buffets — and you 
may try them all for an-all-you-
can eat price — the Yims sug-
gest taking a peek at all of them 
first and then decide where to 
start. At the sushi, Mongolian 
and Hong Kong noodle bar, 
you'll get a chance to see the 
chef stretch the noodles, some-
thing for which Kenny Tim is 
famous. 

"In Maryland, he was pho-
tographed stretching noodles. 
It was in the paper. The next 
morning, the line (of patrons) 
was all the way down (into the 

parking lot)," Sue Yim beamed. 
The salad bar offers fresh sal-

ads and seasonal fruit Entrees 
at the hot bars include baked 
salmon, steamed flounder, 
chicken with broccoli, rice noo-
dles lo-mein, fried rice, mussels 
with black bean sauce, shrimp 
with lobster sauce, snow crab 
legs, crawfish, thicken 
dumplings, duck, pineapple 
chicken, General Tso's chicken, 
honey chicken and asparagus 
with shrimp. And the list goes 
on. 

Back at the Mongolian bar, 
pick your heart's desire and the 
chef will prepare it a la teriyaki 
style, or Mongolian, hot fortune 
or hot garlic. "These entrees 

have lot of vegetables, pork, 
chicken or beef and, of course, 
the sauces," Sue Tim said. 

At the noodle soup bar you 
have your choice of beef, 
shrimp, pork or a combination. 
A .variety also awaits you - and 
especially the kids - at the -
appetizer bar that offers bite-
sized delicacies of almond 
chicken, egg rolls, chicken, 
spare ribs, fried fish and 
sesame 

AND FOR DESSERT... 

The dessert bar undoubtedly 
caters to the American appetite 
with a host of cakes, brownies 
and ice cream, as well as the 

popular almond cookies. 
"Ninety-eight percent of our 

customers are return cus-
tomers," Kenny Yim said, i 
adding his most successful 
advertisement is word-of-
mouth. 

The Yims believe their loyal 
patrons come back because the 
food is fresh, always tasty and 
their restaurant is clean, 
including the restrooms, a 
virtue Sue Yim swears is a key 
element for a successful restau-
rant. 

Their eatery has an 
loyal following on the 
venue. "People come in and just 
get their food from the buffet or 
they order from the menu," Sue 
Yim said. "This way they have 
more choice." 

If indeed the Tims knew it all 
before they started Fortune 
Buffet, Sue Tim freely admits 
her source of new ideas. 

"I always ask ihe customers. I 
listen. Customers are the best 
people to ask," she said. "They 
will tell you what they liked and 
what they didn't" 

As young as the Yims appear, 
both are well-experienced in 
the restaurant business. Kenny 
at 40, has 20 years of experi-
ence in the business, and Sue at 
36 has almost as much experi-
ence. Both come from a long 
line of restaurateurs. That's 
how they m e t 

The move to Michigan was 
led by Sue's brother, Kai, who 
also works at Fortune Buffet i 
Their adopted state suits the 
family just fine, more than fine, 
as a matter of fact. ! 

"I think people in Michigan 
are much nicer. We feel 5 
Michigan is much easier (in 
which to do business)," Sue Tim 
said. With one exception: Cold ; 
weather. 

What the couple has learned 
about Michigan is that compe- j 
tition abounds here, much 
more than they expected. "Here 
we find that we are not just 
competing against other 
Chinese restaurants, but all 
other American restaurants." 

mmmufyMmmm 
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"1st Biggest Show of The Year! 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 5 - 12:00pm 
HILLCREST BANQUET CENTER 

Clinton Township 

"Biggest Winter Show 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 26 - 12:00pm 

HYATT REGENCY 
Dearborn 

WIN A $10,000 
DREAM WEDDING 

(*• A [4kt Diamond Baguette Heart containing .75ct tw of Diamonds from 
Elegant Jewelers 

<* Quintessential All Inclusive 4 Day Jamaican Honeymoon at Couples 
<* $1,000 in Tuxedos for your Wedding Party by President Tuxedo 
<• Starshowz DJ Entertainment Wedding DJ Package 
< • Deluxe Engagement Session by A Pair of Photographers 
<%• Hairstyle, Nails & Tanning by Studio 58 Hair & Nail Salon 
A Complete Make-Overs for the Entire Wedding Party & S50 Certificate 

for the Bride by Mary Kay - Sheri Strang 
Free Bridal Veil, Shoes & Purse f rom Bridal Veils & Shoes Unlimited 
($275.00 value) 

Wedding Cake by Mrs. Maddox Cake Shop 
/%• Custom Invitations and Ceremony Programs by Archacopteryx 
<9- 5500 Girt Package by Christian Dior 
(9 $500 in Bridal Accessories f rom the Manhattan Collection 
/*• Therapeutic Massage for the Bride & Groom by R E A R . I 

Free Arch Rental or Candelabra f rom Normals Enchanted Garden 
Flowergirl Dress f rom Always & Forever Bridal 
Chocolate Fountain w/chocolate and delivery included 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 2 - 12:00pm 
.MAC & RAY'S BANQUET CENTER 

Harrison Tomship 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 9 - 12:00pm 
HOLIDAY INN 

Livonia 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 23 - 12:00pm 
POLO FIELDS GOLF 
&. COUNTRY CLUB 

Ann Arbor 

SUNDAY, MARCH 2 - 12:00pm 
FARMINGTON HILLS MANOR 

Farmington Hills 

SUNDAY, MARCH 9 - 12:00pm 
NORTHFIELD HILTON 

Troy 

C8- Double Heart Ice Sculpture by ice Dreams 

P U R C H A S E Y O U R T I C K E T S $7 .00 IN A D V A N C E A T 
O R C A L L ( 5 8 6 ) 2 2 8 - 2 7 0 0 S8.00 AT T H E D O O R 

Discover local food finds each Sunday in Vaste 

WIN a romantic evening 
THURSDAY. I I BRUARY 1.1 

In 100 words or less, tell us your romantic (or funny!) wedding 
proposal and you could be one of two lucky couples to receive: 

¥ Transportation, compliments off J.R. Tours, Inc. off Novi 

¥ A dozen red roses from Wesley Berry Florist off West Bloomffield 

W A romantic dinner for two at Little Italy in Northville 

V Candy from Kilwin's in Birmingham 

W A $250 gift coin from Orin Jewelers of 

Northville and Garden City 

W One-night stay at Fraser Inn of Northville 

¥ Two tickets to the February 13 

Red Wing game 

S E N D YOIJR ENTRY TO 

RULES: 
Entries must be received by Friday, January 24,2003 
Entrants must be 18 years oid 
Enrtries must be 100 words or less 
Entries must include name, age, address, phone, e-mail 
Employees of the Observer & Eccentric Newspapers 

and Olympia Entertainment are ineligible 

"Lessons in Love Contest" 
Cathy Young 

Promotion Manager 
Phone:734-953-2155 

Observer & Eccentric 
Newspapers 

36251 Schoolcraft 
Livonia, Ml 48150 

e-mail: 
cyoung@oe.homecomm.net 

Fax: 
734-953-2232 

Winning couples will be announced in your hometown 

newspaper Thursday, January 30 

O n i s c r w 

i iTi i i n i 

http://www.observerandeccentrlc.com
mailto:cyoung@oe.homecomm.net


Mary Kiemic, editor 
(248)901-2569 . 
Fax: (248)644-1314 
mklemic@oe.homecomm.net 
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ssolutions for 

the coming year, C4 

• Woodland world 
The Great Lakes Chapter of 

the North American Rock 
Garden Society will host a 
conference, tost in the 
Woods, Friday-Sunday, Jan. 
24-26, in Ann Arbor. 

The conference is designed 
as a practical program to 
enable attendees to bring 
woodland plants into rock 
gardens. It will feature pre-
sentations, workshops, plant 
and book sales, and tours. 
Registration fee is $200 per 

For more information, con-
tact Susan Reznicek at (734} 
996-0692 or 
reznicek@umich.edu, or 
Michael Kaericher at (734) 
459-5386 or 
mkaericher@aium.mit.edu. 

• A cut above 
Look sharp! You'll be on 

the cutting edge when you 
give these stylish scissors to 
any sewing enthusiast. They 

are available at Haberman 
Fabrics, 905 S. Main in Roya! 

Decorated with a 
print by designer Simonette 
Pavoni, the special ornamen-
tation production process 
makes each pair of scissors a 
Pavoni original. They are 
made by Gingher®. 

The extra sharp points of 
the embroidery scissors 
($29.95) allow the user to cut 
threads with precision in 
tight places. The knife edge 
dressmaker's shears ($39.95) 
are excellent for cutting mul-
tiple layers of fabric. 

Earh pair of scissors and 
shears comes with a protec-
tive case. They can be given 
individually or as a set. 

Call (248) 541-0010 or visit 
www.habermanfabrics.com. 

• On the move. 
Colorworks has opened the 

doors on its newly expanded 
interior design studio and 
accessories boutique. The 
larger location is at 7001 
Orchard Lake Road, between 
14 Mile and Maple in West 
Bloomfield, just south of The 
Boardwalk. Call (248) 851-
7540. 

Accessory items range in 
price from $15 to $200. 
Vendors exclusive to 
Colorworks include Gali 
Glassworks, Blue Star Design 
and Harlequin Candlesticks. 
The interior design studio 
now has a larger conference 
area and more sample stor-
age space for fabric and fur-
niture resources. 

The existing building inte-
rior was gutted and designed 
from the ground up by interi-
or design manager Barbi 
Krass and senior interior 
designer Andrea Davis. 

"Some people don't realize 
we do complete construc-
tion, from the initial planning 
to the finishing touches," 
Krass said. "This studio is a 
very good example of the full 
range of work we do." 

A grand opening gala is 
planned in March, featuring 
special promotions high-
lighting savings from the 
boutique and certificates for 
free consultations and house 
calls from the design studio. 
To receive an invitation, fill 
out the guest book in the 
boutique or online at 
www.colorworksstudio.com. 

INTERIOR DESIGN m DIY • GARDENING 

r 

_ PHOTOS COURTESY OF COLOR MARKETING GROUP 

Soothing in nature, blue is widely believed to be the color of the decade. Retailers and homeowners, however, are taking advantage of al! the color's hues, from 
periwinkle to turquoise to ice. 

Blue hues, special 
effects continue; a few 

new colors emerge 

Color 
Takes 

STORY BY NICOLE STAFFORD 
STAFF WRITER 

C> o1°r trends linger in the 
larger picture of design 

mm and style. Not forever, 
¥ of course; those avoca-

do green fridges are long 
gone. 

But our pet shades stick 
around like ways of thinking 
and living. 

Yes, there are "hot" colors 
identified by expert forecast-
ers from year to year. And 
2003 is no exception. 

PREDICTIONS, CONTINUATIONS 

Subtle shades of blue are 
still on the rise and so are 
special-effect color that have 
metallic, pearlized and satin 
finishes strong with depth 
and texture, according to the 
Color Marketing Group, 
whose members annually 
gather to make color trend 
predictions. 

Some of the more unusual 
hues identified by the Color 
Marketing Group in the spe-
cial-effect category include: 
Lemon Meringue, in which 
yellow flirts with gold; 
Gargoyle, a fusion of gold, 
pewter and silver; and 
Champagne Bubble, a 

• marriage of gold, silver and 
Art Deco glamour. 

Blush-like pinks reminis-
cent of the '80s are making a 
comeback, said Julie 
Koepele, a Color Marketing 
Group member and director 
of design and trend research 
at Arden Cos. 

The Southfield company 
consults with Kmart on its 
Martha Stewart products and 
Wal-Mart on its Better 
Homes and Gardens line, 
among other retailers. 

"But red is the big story in 
the home this year," Koepele 
said. "There's a big infusion 
of red in home furnishings." 

After its recent popularity 
in apparel, brown, too, is 
coming back into play in 
home decor, she said. 

Neutrals, like special-effect 
colors, which are themselves 
a New Age sort of neutral, 
will continue to evolve in 
sophistication, Koepele said. 

"What's happening is that 
there are a lot of very sophis-
ticated neutrals — warm oak 
or straw and also a few softer 

- in which there's just 

PLEASE SEE COLORS, C2 

Red, blush tones and yellow are being touted as popular accent 
colors for 2003. 

Define concept before tackling organization process 
BY NICOLE STAFFORD 
STAFF WRITER 

Getting organized around the 
house has become a classic New 
Year's resolution. 

"I hear it all the time," said 
Stephanie Denton, a national 
organization expert and con-
sultant to Organized Living, 
which has retail locations in 
West Bloomfield and Troy. "I've 
heard it said that getting organ-
ized is the No. 2 New Year's res-
olution behind losing weight. 

"It's a reflection of the fact 
that people have more commit-
ments and more possibilities. 
People feel they're being pulled 
in too many directions." 

Face it. Being organized frees 
up time, expedites everyday 
tasks, reduces stress and 
makes us feel a greater sense of 
control. "While organization may 
seem daunting, there are a num-
ber of resources available to help 
you stick with that resolution past 
the end of January and through-

Among those resources is 
common sense. While plastic 
bins, shelving, drawer dividers 
and other products are key to 
taming chaos and clutter, defin-
ing what "being organized" 
means to you is a crucial first 
step, said Denton. 

"The first step is not to buy 
stuff because you don't know 

what you need yet, you don't 
know what you're trying to 
accomplish." 

So step back, take note of your 
needs and frustrations, deter-
mine what is and isn't working, 
and envision everyday tasks as 
you'd like them to occur. 

For Denton, organization 
planning hinges on seeing the 
end result or "figuring out how 
you'll know when you're done." 

For some, managing to procure 
the crock pot without first having 
to remove a host of pots and pans 
is the goal. Another homeowner 
may aspire to plan out meals two 
weeks in advance. "It depends on 
what you want It depends on 
who you are " said Denton. 

The same principles can be 
used by homeowners who can't 
decide where to start "If some-
body feels the entire house needs 
to be organised, ask yourself 
What rooms do I come into con-
tact with everyday? Which rooms 
do I spend a lot of time in?"1 

Another approach: Determine 
which room or space most trou-
bles you. "Start in the places that 
are going to make the biggest dif-
ference in your life," Denton said. 

Once you've clearly defined 
your priorities and goals - what 
Denton calls the review part of 
getting organized - move on to 
the second step. 

Denton divides the organiza-
tion process into four R's: review, 

reduce, reorganize and replace. 
Reducing means discarding 

broken, unused and unwanted 
items. When you reorganize, 
you create a system of organiza-
tion that fits your goals. 
Replacing is simply the act of 
maintaining the system you've 
implemented. 

"It's hard to do the fourth 
step. But some people say that's 
what organizing is." 

Sure, maintaining any system 
requires discipline and action. 

"But it shouldn't require a lot 
of thought," said Denton. "If it's 
not easy to do, that tells you 
need to step back again." 

You want to keep your 
resolution, don't you? 

Been surfing lately? Wait until you see what's on our website—grab your 
mouse and check if out! 
www.observer and eccentric.com 


