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5 Holiday closings 
The Canton Public Library 

and al! township offices will 
be closed New Year's Eve and 
New Year's Day. They will 
resume normal hours of 
operation Jan. 2. 

Summit on the Park will be 
open from 7 a.m. to 1p.m. 
New Year's Eve and New 
Year's Day. 

• Volunteers needed 
Participants in this year's 

Leadership Canton Program 
are planning to produce a 
video history of the township 
as part of their leadership 
project. 

Pat Van Dusen, volunteer 
coordinator for the township, 
said her group is looking for 
residents who have lived in 
the community long enough 
to remember Canton in its 
earlier years. Volunteers 
would be interviewed on 
camera and videotaped. 

Specific areas to be exam-
ined are schools and educa-
tion; housing and residential 
development; commerce, 
industry and business devel-
opment; recreation; family 
values; historic preservation; 
and community involvement. 

"We want t o get their 
memories of how Canton has 
changed over the years and 
how their lives have changed 
with the growth of the com-
munity," Van Dusen said. 

Anyone wanting to volun-
teer for the project can call 
her at (734) 394-5193. 

• New Year's bash 
Reserve your space now 

for Canton's New Year's Eve 
Celebration, presented by 
Canton leisure Services. The 
evening of entertainment 
tasts from 7 p.m. unti l 2 a.m. 
in the Summit on the Park 
Banquet and Conference 
Center and includes hors 
d'ouvres, individual dinner, 
deluxe bar, champagne toast, 
and a midnight snack. Disk 
Jockey John Lankford wil l 
provide continuous enter-
tainment throughout the 
evening. 

Reservations can be made 
in person at the Banquet 
Center office from 11 a.m. to 
6 p.m., Monday through 
Friday, or with credit card by 
calling (734) 394-5480. Cost 
is attend is $90 per person. 
No refunds will be given. You 
must be 21 years of age to 
attend. 

For further details of this 
year's New Year's 
Celebration, call the Banquet 
Center office at (734) 394-
5487, or visit www.canton-
mi.org. Ring in 2003 with 
Canton Leisure Services. 

• Bloom in Plymouth 
Rick Bloom, a partner in 

Bloom Asset Management, 
will be the featured speaker 
at seminars to be held on 7-9 
p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 7, and 1-
2:30 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 8, 
at the Plymouth District 
Library. 

Bloom wil l discuss the 
subject of "Investing in 
Today's Market 20(13/2004," 
and provide attendees with 
important f inancial infor-
mation. 

The seminars are free and 
open to the public. The 
Plymouth District Library is 
at 223 S-, Main in Plymouth. 
To reserve a spot at either 
seminar, please call 734-453-
0750. 

Special dolls 
Remembering that 
special doll 

received on 
Christmas, 
C4 
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Cassie Johnson of Canton, 12, makes a pouty face as she decorates a Christmas ornament Monday at the Summit. Several 
kids from one of the Summit's after school programs got together Monday afternoon to decorate ornaments and Christmas 
cookies with the staff members. 

earns 
for teachers 
BY TONY BRUSCATO 
STAFF WRITER 

Two Plymouth-Canton school teachers who three years 
ago were forced to take down gay history month displays 
have been recognized with an award from the Human 
Rights Campaign. 

Mike Chiumento and Tom Patrick were honored last 
month with the Youth Impact Award from the HRC, the 
nation's largest gay and lesbian political organization, 
with more than 450,000 members. The teachers were 
cited for their efforts to fight discrimination against gay 
and lesbian teachers, creating a safer school environ-
ment for gay and lesbian students, and the establish-
ment of the Gay-Straight Alliance club at the high 
school complex. 

"I was kind of stunned and surprised" Chiumento said. 
"In my book, the whole tiling was done and we were 
passed it." 

Patrick, known formerly as Tom Salbenblatt, said at 
first he didn't know why the two had won the award. 

"Mike and I just did what we had to do, and it was nice 
to be recognized," he said. 

A year ago, an arbitrator ruled the district violated the 
teachers' First Amendment rights when interim superin-
tendent Ken Walcott ordered Chiumento to take down 

School and Patrick 
in October 

the showcase display at West Middle Schc 
his bulletin board at Salem High School, i 

Arbitrator Paul Glendon ruled they "were not teaching 
anything by putting up the displays; they were merely 
presenting information which they hoped would improve 
the climate of the school by enhancing understanding 
and acceptance of gays and lesbians." 

Chiumento said he is proud he and Patrick didn't Tie 
down and roll over" when the school district challenged 
their displays. 

"It would have been easier to say we'll take it down, go 
back to our classrooms and be good boys. That kind of 
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local teachers 
Beginning in January, the Observer & 

Eccentric Newspapers will honor two teach-
ers monthly from throughout our circulation 
area for their excellence in the classroom. We 
are looking for readers to help in identifying 
these outstanding teachers. 

Nominations can be e-mailed to cyoung@ 
oe.homecomm.net, faxed to (734) 953-2232 
or mailed to Cathy Young at the Observer & 
Eccentric Newspapers, 36251 Schoolcraft, 
livonia, MI 48150. Nominations must be 

received by 5 
•y* —|. p.m. of the 

Mm I » a € S E R . Monday of 
. each month. 

Deadlines 
for 2003 are: Jan. 20, Feb. 17, March 17, 
April 21, May 19, June 16, Sept. 15, Oct- 20, 
Nov. 17 and Dec. 15. 

Two teachers will be honored January ( 

through June and September through 
December. The teachers will be pho-
tographed in their classroom and receive 
four tickets to any Star Theater and a 
dozen roses courtesy of Wesley Berry 
Florists and the Observer & Eccentric 
Newspapers. 

Nominations can come from students, par-
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Experts label ash borer as tree culprit 
BY JACK GLADDEN 
STAFF WRITER 

What started out a couple ofyears 
ago with a wet spring, a drought and 
heat waves and a fiingal disease that 
affected ash trees has become a major 
problem in southeast Michigan. 

The culprit now is the Emerald Ash 
Borer, which can destroy even healthy 
trees in just two or three years, 
according to Dave Roberts of the 
Michigan State University 
Cooperative Extension Service. 

"If you live in the area and you have 
an ash, it's almost 100 percent that 

you have this or you will have it," he 

So serious has the problem become 
that a quarantine has been issued to 
keep people from taking the dead or 
dying trees out of the area, 

PLEASE SEE ASH BORER, A5 

DONALD J, ALLEY 

Cleaves Whitney, left, author of "John Engler: The Man, the Leader & the Legacy/' smiles as 
Gov. John Engler signs a copy of the book for Steven Bill, age 5 of Northville during an appear-
ance the Plymouth Historical Museum Saturday. Steven is the son of Gregory Bill, a State of 
Michigan Circuit Court judge who was appointed by Engler. 

Engler signs 
books, talks 
about life 
BY TONY BRUSCATO 

STAFF WRITER 

Gov. John Engler spent a couple of 
hours at the Plymouth Historical 
Museum Saturday afternoon, signing 
books, shaking hands, appearing in 
photographs and receiving kind 
words from well-wishers. 

In what could very well be his last 
public appearance before leaving 
office Dec. 31, Engler reminisced 
about his 12 years as governor and 
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FRANKLIN VILLAGE 
Fully furnished, designer 

showcase estate.... 

"Everything went very f ine with.our ad. 
Thank ycu<40 much!" «.C, Southfield 
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New Year's Eve 
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HOOPS TOURNEY 

Adult men and women are 
invited to participate in a one-
day 3 on 3 Basketball 
Tournament sponsored by 
Canton Leisure Services on 
Wednesday, January 22. 

Hie tournament will take 
place at Field Elementary from 
6-9 p.m. All games will be offici-
ated and teams are guaranteed 
three games. Adult divisions 
include men's, women's, and co-
ed, and awards will be presented 
for All-Tournament and 
Sportsmanship. Canton resi-
dents may register at Summit on 
the Park on January 9 from 6-
7:30 p.m. with open registration 
beginning January 13 from 9 
a.mu-7 p.m. Non-resident regis-
tration begins January 14 at the 
Summit. 

The fee of $30 per team guar-
antees three games and includes 
officials and awards. For more 
information call (734) 483-
5600. 

MASSAGE SEMINAR 

Are you interested in learning 
how to give a massage like a pro-
fessional, and maybe get one in 
return? On Jan. 15 and 22 from 
6-8 p.m., Canton Leisure 
Services sponsors an adult mas-
sage instruction workshop for 
friends, couples, and anyone 
who would like to bring a part-
ner and learn some very basic 
but effective Swedish massage 
techniques from licensed mas-
sage therapist, Kathy Elgin. 

The two-session workshop will 
be held at Summit on the Park in 
the Arts II Room. 

During the sessions you will 
learn simple massage techniques 
and have the opportunity to both 
practice them on your partner 
and receive the same, promising 
to be a relaxing experience for 
both!, You should wear short 
sleeves and comfortable pants to 
the workshop, and each 
should bring two bed; 
two large towels, and massage 
lotion. is 

Cost to attend is $30 per per-
son for Canton residents and 
$35 per person for nori-r^i-'' 
dents. Resident registration is 
held Jan. 9 from 6-7:30 p.m. 
Open Resident registration 
begins Jan. 13 from 9 a.m.-7 p.m. 
at the Summit. Non-resident 
registration begins January 14. 

CANTON CONNECTION 
Space is limited. 

Call Leisure Services at (734) 
394-5460 for more information. 

HSS AND HABITAT 

Habitat for Humanity 
International will partner with 
HSS RentX, one of the nation's 
largest tool and equipment 
rental chains, to provide sub-
stantial discounts on tool, equip-
ment and event rentals to 
Habitat for Humanity affiliates 
throughout North America. This 
area's local HSS RentX stores 
will participate in the program. 

"It is critical that Habitat for 
Humanity receives the support 
of individuals and businesses to 
keep the dream of homeowner-
ship alive for families in need of 
adequate housing," said Millard 
Fuller, founder and president of 
Habitat for Humanity 
International. "HSS RentX's 
partnership demonstrates their 
tremendous commitment to pro-
vide safe and affordable homes 
to families within their commu-
nity. Such a gift is an example of 
Habitat's model of neighbors 
helping neighbors." 

HSS RentX branches offer 
more than 3,000 models of 
tools, equipment and event 
items for rent, many designed 
specifically for construction, 
building, maintenance and 
remodeling. The company will 
use its extensive computerized 
database system to guarantee 
the discount on all Habitat for 
Humanity rentals at nearly 90 
U.S. locations. 

"By designating Habitat for 
Humanity as the single flagship 
charity for HSS RentX, we can 
do far more good than if we frag-
ment our charitable efforts," said 
Carlo Cavecchi, chief executive 
officer of HSS RentX. "It is 
important to HSS RentX as a 
company that we help our com-
munities as directly as possible." 

The partnership solidifies 

informal helping hand extended 
to Habitat for Humanity's home-
building projects by our local 
branches," Cavecchi said. 

PARENT MEETIP 

Meetings of the Special 
Education Parent Advisory 
Committee are open to all resi-
dents of the Plymouth-Canton 
community, as well as school 
staff and administrators. 

SEPAC meets from 7-9 p.m. 
every second Monday of the 
month at Discovery Middle 
School in Canton. The topic for 
the Jan. 13 meeting will be 
"FA.T. (Frustration, Anxiety, 
Tension)," presented by Lori 
Parks, Plymouth-Canton 
Teacher Consultant for 
Inclusion. 

For additional information, 
please contact Rich Ham-
Kucharski (734) 844-1714. 

YOUTH ARTIST COMPETITION 

Application deadline for this 
year's Plymouth Symphony 
"Treasures Beyond Measure 
Youth Artist Competition" is 
Friday, Jan. 24. The competition 
itself is scheduled for Sunday, 
Feb. 9, at Evola Music in Canton. 

Through money from the 
Michigan Council for Arts arid 
Cultural Affairs and other spon-
sors, the symphony recognizes 
young orchestral talent from the 
Plymouth-Canton and sur-
rounding communities through 
this competition and has offered 
music scholarships to area youth 
since 1978. 

The competition is composed 
of three divisions: Senior 
Instrumental (grades 10-12), 
Senior Piano (grades 10-12) and 
Junior'Division (combined 
instrumental and piano, grades 
seven-nine). Applicants must be 
piano, band or orchestra stu-
dents in the school districts of 
Livonia, Northville, Novi, 
Plymouth-Canton, Van Buren or 
Wayne-Westland or be students 
at Evola Music. 
; Each senior-division winner 
receives $500, and the junior 
division winner gets $250. If 
applicable, honorable mentions 
will also be acknowledged. 

Applications are available 
through the symphony and are 
due by Jan. 24. Past participants 
are encouraged to apply; howev-
er, musicians are eligible to win 
just one first prize in each divi-
, siorii For an application or fur-
ther information, contact EUen , 
Elliott via e-mail at plymouth-
symphony@ aol.com or by 
phone, (734) 451-2112. 

PCAC 

The Plymouth Community 
Arts Council is offering 
Christmas prices on its annual 
dinner-dance-auction, set for 
Friday, March 14, at St. John's 

Golf and Conference Center. 
PCAC members can save $10 

per person ($15 per person for a 
table of 10) by buying tickets 
before Jan. 1. Non-members save 
$10 per person for a table of 10. 
After Jan. 1, all tickets are $75 
each. Another advantage to buy-
ing early, according to PCAC 
officials, is the ability - new this 
year - to select table location. 

"Passions of the Past: A '70s 
Bash" is the theme of the 2003 
benefit, which supports PCAC 
educational and community arts 
programming. The group prom-
ises a psychedelic evening of fun 
with dancing to classics by the 
Rolling Stones, Elton John, 
Jimmy Buffet, Pink Floyd and 
others. 

To buy tickets, donate an auc-
tion item or help the planning 
committee, call the PCAC, (734) 
416-4278. 

WORLD SABBATH 

The fourth annual World 
Sabbath of Religious 
Reconciliation, the interfaith day 
of making peace among the 
world's religions, takes place at 7 
p.m. Saturday, Jan. 25, at Christ 
Church Cranbrook on Lone Pine 
(between Telegraph and 
Woodward) in Bloomfield Hills. 

The World Sabbath was estab-
lished four years ago "in 
response to religious persecution 
and war in distant parts of the 
world. 

"Today, we celebrate the World 
Sabbath to build religious toler-
ance, interfaith understanding 
and peace within our own land 
and across the globe," said the 
Rev. Rod Reinhart, an event 
organizer. 

During the World Sabbath, 
people of all faiths gather at 
Christ Church Cranbrook to pray 
for justice and peace. "Leaders of 
the Christian, Jewish and 
Muslim faiths will tell of God's 
healing power to give us the 
strength and courage we need to 
change the world " Reinhart said. 

Naja Bazzi, a leading young 
Muslim woman from Michigan 
featured on a recent PBS special 
on contemporary Islam, will be 

woman 

the World Sabbath. 
For more information, visit the 

Web site at 
www.worldsabbath.com or call 
Reinhart, (734) 459-7319 or the 
Rev. Ed Mullins, (248) 644-
5210. 

A 33-year-old Canton woman was arrested for posses-
sion of marijuana following a traffic stop Friday, Dec. 21 
near Joy and Hue. Confiscated from the vehicle, driven 
by a 24-year-old Canton man, were two plastic bags con-
taining9,5 grams and 2 grams of marijuana. 

Hockey equipment stolen 
Two hockey sticks valued at $250 were reported 

stolen from a garage in the 400 block of Country Club 
sometime after Monday, Dec. 16. Police have no sus-
pects. 

Theft from construction site 
A trailer latch valued at $50 was damaged and a $650 

generator was removed from a storage trailer at a con-
struction site at Michigan and Canton Center. Entry was 
gained to trailer by breaking the lock. 

COP CALLS 
Office break-in 

Someone broke into a mobile home park office at 
51074 Mott Wednesday, Dec. 18 and removed a coffee 
can containing about $40 in change. Three different 
doors and jambs sustained a total of $1,000 damage. 

Home invasion 
Someone entered a residence in the 1700 block of 

Columbus and removed a $600 DVD system, a $200 
video game system and several personal items, including 
cologne, legal papers and about $3 worth of coins. Entry 
was reportedly gained by climbing a ladder and break-
ing a second-story window. Police are investigating. 

Drunken driving 
• A woman of undisclosed age and residence was 

arrested for drunken driving Saturday, Dec. 21 near 
Canton Center and Hanford. Police administered 
field sobriety tests and a Breathalyzer test, which 
showed a .108 level, exceeding the state's legal limit 
of .10. 

B A 42-year-old Canton man was cited for drunk-
en driving Saturday, Dec. 21 following a traffic stop 
near Amber and Lotus. A Breathalyzer test showed a 
.13 level. 

S A man of undisclosed age and residence was cited 
for drunken driving following a traffic stop Sunday, Dec. 
22 near Cheny Hill and Lotz after showing a .14 level on 
a Breathalyzer test. 

Vandalism 
The sunroof of a 2003 Cadillac STS was shattered, 

sustaining $160 worth of damage while parked in the 
42000 block of Ford Friday, Dec. 20. Police have no sus-
pects. 

Nursing Homes Any More. 
GE's Long Term Care Division has observed, in its 25+ years experience, 
that a nursing home usually is the last choice for most people who need 
long term care. With GE Long Term Care Choice™, your first option is 
home care with no waiting period. Clients can also qualify for Preferred 
Health and Couples Discounts of u p to 

For more information on GE Long Term Care Choice, please call me: 

© 
Rhonda Kotzen, MSPT 
Senior Long Term Care 
Insurance Advisor 

248-471-0396 

Long Term Care insurance 
We bring good things to life. 

NS182B6 9/2001 

1 Products underwritten by General Electric Capital Assurance Company, 
and in New York, by GE Capital Life Assurance Company of New York. 

Policy series 7$35 and in New York 51010. 

In 30 minutes, 
i became herself. Again 

PLYMOUTH * 
44717 Five Mile Road 

{at 5 Mile 8* Sheldon in Busch's Plaza) 

7 3 4 . 4 1 4 . 0 5 1 5 

CANTON 
44428 Cherry Hill 

(at Cherry Hill & Sheldon) 

734.844.6741 

wwwxyrvesforwomen.com Over 4.000 locations !o serve you. * Offer based on first visit enrollment, minimum 12 mo, c.d. program, Results w i l l vary. 

AFTER-CHRISTMAS 

BONUS D 

...on all items 

Santa will start shopping for next year! 
, lamps, sofas, dining sets, clocks, accessories 
urry in before Santa bags up everything! 

Sincei 

240 NORTH MAIN STREET • PLYMOUTH • (734) 459-1300 
Mon., Thurs.; Fri. 10-9 • Tues., Wed., Sat. 10-6 • Sun. 1-5 

*WIth Approved Credit on Selected Items, Minimum Payments Apply. Dec. 26-31! • Prior Sales Excluded 

www.waikerbuzentwrg.com 

Jodi Diller was the heaviest 

she had ever been when she 

started Curves. But after 

losing 9 inches in her first 6 

weeks, a funny thing started 

to happen. "My self-

esteem came creeping 

with every p o u n d I lost." 

Jodi is still losing weight and 

gaining respect for herself. 

The power to 
amaze yourself 

http://www.observerandeccentric.com
http://www.worldsabbath.com
http://www.waikerbuzentwrg.com
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There's Ficano names 13 
Experts offer variety of means to get rid of annual Christmas tree 
BY JACK GLADDEN 

STAFF WRITER 

So Christmas is over. The 
presents are littered around the 
house. The kitchen is a mess. 
It's time to get back to the diet. 
And then there's that Christmas 
tree - the one you spent hours 
selecting, making sure it was 
straight and sturdy in the 
stand, stringing the lights and 
adding other decorations and 
trying to get that star on the 
top to stand straight and tall 
and not flop over. 

What goes up must come 
down, and that applies to 
Christmas trees. So what do 
you do with The Tree? 

Most people just dump it at 
the curb with the rest of the 
garbage on collection day. In 
Canton, that's fine (with some 
qualifications) since Canton 
Waste Recycling will pick up 
the trees and dump them either 
in the regular garbage truck or 
the yard waste truck to be recy-
cled (that's where the qualifica-
tions come in). 

But if you can't bear the 
thought of dumping The Tree 
out with the coffee grounds and 
the empty soup cans, there are 
ways to be more creative in 
your disposal efforts. 

"A couple of girls who work 
here - their husbands are fish-
ermen - they take our leftover 
trees and put them in ponds up 
north," said Dennis Sparr, 
owner of Sparr's Greenhouse at 
Joy and Liliey. "Whatever turns 
you on, I guess." 

But according to the experts, 
such a method of disposing of 
Christmas trees is. legitimate 
and beneficial as well. 

"Christmas trees can be used 
to improve fish habitat," 
according to a fact sheet from 
the Missouri Department of 
Natural Resources. . . ; 

The department says the sub-
merged trees attract fish of all 
sizes for a number of reasons. 
Small fish eat the aquatic 
insects that find homes in the 
tree branches, and they also use 
thetrees as escape areas from 
larger fish. As a result fishing is 
improved around the trees 
because more fish congregate 
there. 
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Dave Honsinger stands among the few remaining trees at Schmidt's roadside 
market last week in Canton. 

Just tie a concrete block to 
the stump of the tree and dump 
it in the lake. But you'd better 
have a private lake or pond. 
The Department of Natural 
Resources might not like the 
idea of using public lakes for 
tree dumping grounds. 

Richard Schmidt, owner of 
Schmidt's Roadside on Joy 
Road just east of Morton 
Taylor, says some people put 
the trees in their back yards to 
use as natural bird feeders. 

"People with some acreage 
will put the trees out for rabbits 
to go in," he said. "There's a lot 
of coyotes in the area, and the 

, trees make good hiding places 

resident John Schwartz says 
there are other things you can 
do with that used Christmas 

Schwartz, who operated a 
greenhouse and nursery on 
Liliey Road for years before 
retiring and going to work for 
the Canton Public Library as a 
kind of jack-of-all-trades, 
designed the library's "Read 
berm" facing Canton Center 

Schmidt said this past sum-
mer he saw a coyote early in the 
moming in the Liliey and Joy 
Road area, but that doesn't 
mean that nearby residents 
need to toss Christmas trees in 
their backyards. 

If protecting rabbits isn't 
your style, longtime Canton 

In the spring and summer, 
flowers are planted in the berm 
to spell out "Read." After they 
die in the fall, they are removed 
until the next spring. 

"We took some used 
Christmas trees one year and 
cut them into short little stems 
and placed them in the berm 
where the flowers were," he 
said. "We put them in solid 
before the ground froze and 
had a nice green "Read" sign all 
winter." 

He admits that before winter 
that year, the brunches 

turned a little brown, but no 
matter. He just got a can of 
green spray paint and painted 
them. 

Schwartz said when he was at 
the library he also used 
Christmas tree branches to 
cover the flower beds in front of 
the main entrance. 

"It looked really good during 
the winter," he said. "But one 
spring a mother duck moved in 
and laid eggs. "We couldn't take 
the branches away because she 
hatched a litter right in the 
middle of them." 

Schwartz said those with an 
artistic touch can also trim the 
branches off the tree and put 
them in flower boxes or urns in 
front of the house. 

"As long as it's cold, they'll 
last," he said. "Or you can cut 
the branches off and decorate 
your mailbox with them. Just 
tie them to the box and deco-
rate them with a ribbon." 

For those who don't want to 
be bother with any of this, 
there's always the curbside 
trash pickup. But if you do put 
your tree out with the garbage, 
Paul W. Denski Jr., owner of 
Canton Waste Recycling, has 
some cautionary words. 

"They must be absolutely free 
of any foreign debris," he said. 
"No tinsel, lights, plastic. If 
there's any contamination on 
them, they get dumped in the 
truck with the regular garbage" 

Clean trees not wrapped in 
disposal bags get put in the gar-
den waste truck, where they are 
taken to a recycling center and 
turned into compost. The recy-
cling program, which was start-
ed in 1992, runs through the 
month of January. 

And they haul away a lot of 
• trees. Denski said last year was 
a "down year" and his workers 
still hauled away about 70,000 
pounds of trees. 

Whatever you do, Denski 
warned, don't try to burn the 
tree in the fireplace. 

"I know people who have 
burned them in fireplaces," he 
said, "and that's not a great 
idea. "I've seen and heard of a 
couple of chimney fires caused 
by that." 
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BY JEFF COUNTS 
STAFF WRITER 

The 13 persons appointed to 
Wayne County administrative 
jobs on Dec. 19 will be making 
less money than those who did 
the same tasks for County 
Executive Ed McNamara. 

"We're going to accordion 
down the salaries," said 
Robert A. Ficano, county 
executive-elect during a press 
conference. "The top salaries 
will be $140,000." 

Salaries for top political 
appointees in the McNamara 
administration were 
$165,000, Ficano said, adding 
that the cuts will save from $2 
million to $3 million. He also 
said there will be fewer politi-
cal appointees, but couldn't 
put a number on the cuts. 

He said the only exceptions 
to the salary limits will be for 
an economic development 
official and an inspector gen-
eral who will oversee ethics. 

The face of the new Wayne 
County administration will 
look similar to that of the 
Wayne County Sheriff's office, 
where Ficano served as sheriff 
since 1983. 

Seven of the 13 persons 
appointed by Ficano worked 
in the sheriff's department. 

Here are the new 
appointees: 

• Nancy Mouradian will 
serve as chief of staff for 
Ficano at the county level. She 
was the chief of staff in the 
sheriff's department. 

• Cut Boiler will be an 
assistant county executive in 
charge of public services and 
the environment. He was the 
supervisor of Brownstown 
Tbwnship. 

• Alan Hetmkamp is the 
assistant county executive in 
charge of government rela-
tions and legal affairs and 
special projects. 

S Bella Marshall is an assis-
tant county executive in 
charge of finance. She was 
president and chief operating 
officer of Waycore 
Development and president 
and chief executive officer of 

BardenInternational. 
9 Charlie Williams is the 

assistant county executive in 
charge of personnel and cor-
porate affairs. He's currently a 
business consultant. 

• Azzam Elder is the corpo-
ration counsel. He is current-
ly chief trial litigation with the 
Wayne County Prosecutor's 

B Eric Smith will be the 
deputy in the legal affairs 
department and involved in 
special projects. He was chief 
of operations for the Wayne 
County Sheriff's Department 

S Cindy Dingell is the 
director of intergovernmental 
relations. She was the director 
of drug prevention for the s 

Wayne County Sheriff's 
Department. 

• Deb Hoadley is the new 
director for business outreach. 
She was on the executive staff 
of the Wayne County Sheriff's 
Department. 

director of homeland security. 
He was chief deputy with the 
Wayne County Sheriff's 
Department., 

B Larry Simmons is the 
director of information tech-
nology. He was director of 
computer information servic-
es for the Wayne County 
Sheriff's Department 

B Sharon Banks is the press 
secretary for Ficano. She was 
a marketing communications 
consultant. 

Ficano said the staff 
appointments will help him 
achieve his "vision for Wayne 
County." 

"We're in partnership with 
local government," he said, 
adding that he wants-to leave 
a legacy for the community.-

"We want a place where our 
children and grandchildren 
can live and work," he said. 

Asked about the current 

tiees in Wayne County during 
McNamara's four terms, 
Ficano called it "chilling," and 
said he wished it wasn't going 
on when he was taking over. 

"It has had an impact," he 
said. 
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response would have invited 
more harassment. It would 
have been like opening the clos-
et door and saying 'Get back in 
and close it.' 

"Ultimately, it wasn't about 
the display. It was about Tom 
and I: 'You're gay and we're 
going to silence you,'" added 
Chiumento. "We challenged 
them, saying these things do 
have a place in our schools, and 
for saying that because we are 
gay you shouldn't be treating us 
different than other teachers." 

Patrick, who holds Gay-
Straight Alliance meetings in 
his Plymouth High School 
classroom, said he learned dur-
ing the legal battle that not 
everyone was against the dis-
plays they put up three years 
ago. 

"What happened was wrong, 
and we need to let people know 
it wasn't the thought of all stu-
dents, parents and community 
members," he said. "We're not 
about discrimination and 
exclusion. There was an aware-
ness created." 

Chiumento said the adversity 
of the situation allowed for an 
opportunity to change the cul-
ture of the district. 

"There is still this fear out 
there that it's all about doing 
something bad to kids, when 
the reality is it's something 

OBITUARIES 
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Tom Patrick (formerly Salbenblatt) 
said "there was an awareness creat-
ed" by the display that earned him a 
Human Rights Campaign award. 

totally opposite. No one is ask-
ing people to love gays. But, 
what we are saying is that 
everyone deserves respect for all 
reasons...different races, differ-
ent cultures, different religions, 
different sexual orientation.'' 

"The culture is changing," 
Chiumento added. "It changes 
when people know somebody, 
maybe a family member or a 
good friend, and they can per-
sonalize it. When you don't 
know somebody, you can con-
tinue to demonize it." 

Patrick admitted he didn't 
realize the effect his stand 
made until the night of the 
award, which was presented 

Chiumento says " i t was nice to be 
recognized" with the Human Rights 
Campaign award. 

during the HRC dinner gala at 
the Renaissance Center in 
downtown Detroit. 

"Two former students and 
the parents of one of those chil-
dren were at the dinner, and 
afterward this young man came 
up and thanked me," he said. 
"He told me he had an easier 
time in school because of the 
GSA and Mike's and my ability 
to stand up to some pretty ugly 
things people said. 

"It was very emotional. You 
never really know the impact 
that your actions or words have 
on someone else." 

tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net (734} 459-2700 
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Hands Oocenter For Physical Therapy 

COURTING TROUBLE? 
Overuse of the arm and fore-

a r m muscles can lead to abrupt or 
subtle tearing of the muscles and 
tendons around the outside of the 
elbow, resulting in the pain of 'te-
nnis elbow." This slowly increasing 
pain is worse when you shake 
Hands or squeeze objects, and is 
made worse when you stabilize or 
move your wrists by force. And, 
just because it is called 'tennis 
elbow" does not mean that it is 
limited to those who play tennis. It 
can affect other athletes and pro-
pie who do leisure work or activi-
ties that require repetitive arm, 
elbow and wrist movement. The 
good news is thai the vast majority 
of those who have "tennis elbow*1 

recover w i t h non-

treatment. 
It's often diff icult to discern 

between working through pain to 
achieve greater strength and range 
of motion, and the pain that results 
from muscle and tissue damage 
due to overuse. If you are experi-
encing discomfort when perform-
ing a certain activity, ask your phy-
sician for a referral to the HANtfS 
O N CENTER FOR PHYSICAL 
THERAPY. Located in Plymouth, at 
650 South Main Street Our staff of 
experienced physical and massage 
therapists provide the latest treat-
ment options to promote swift 
recovery from accident, overuse, 
and illness. To learn more about 
our wide range of services, please 
call 455-8370. 

P.S. To be most effective, the treatment of tennis elbow* should start as 

longer your 
be necessary. 

symptoms appear. The longer you have tennis elbow, * the 
mr rehabilitation and the greater the chance that surgery will 

n 
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Marjorle B. Ford 
Services for Maijorie Ford, 

71, of Plymouth were held Dec. 
23 at the Schrader-Howell 
Funeral Home with the Rev. 
David Bevington officiating. 

Mrs. Ford was born July 8, 
1931 in Jackson and died Dec. 
20 in Livonia. She was a home-
maker. She came to the 
Plymouth community from 
Northville in 2001. She loved 
to go to Northville Downs to 
watch the horses. She loved 
baseball. She was a loving 
mother and grandmother, 

Mrs. Ford was preceded in 
death by her husband, Don. 

Survivors include daughter, 
Debby (Craig) Droncheff of 
Plymouth; and grandchildren,. 
Stacey and Candace Droncheff 
of Chicago. 

Arrangements made by 
Schrader-Howell Funeral Home. 

Kent William Wassenaar 
Services for Kent Wassenaar, 

45, of Salem Township, were 
held Dec. 23 at the Schrader-
Howell Funeral Home with the 
Rev. Drex Morton officiating. 
Burial was at Lapham 
Cemetery in Salem Township. 

Mr. Wassenaar was born Dec. 
19,1957 in Ann Arbor and died 
Dec. 20 in Salem Township. 
He was a dispatcher for R&R 
Heavy Haulers Trucking 
Company in Northville. He 
lived in Salem Township all of 
his life. He was a U.S. Army 
Veteran, infantry trained. He 
loved to fish and hunt. He was 
a loving husband, father, 
grandfather and son. 

Mr. Wassenaar was preceded 
in death by his father, William 
E. Wassenaar. 

Survivors include wife, Kathy 
of Salem Township; children, 
Tammy (Robert) Day of Texas, 
Kristy Wassenaar of Salem 
Tbwnship, Bryan Wassenaar of 
Salem Tbwnship; grandchil-
dren, David and Haley; mother, 
Carole Wassenaar of Plymouth; 
and brother, Randy Wassenaar 
of Plymouth. 

Memorial contributions may. 
be made to Home Care & 
Hospice of Michigan, 2090 S. 
Main, Ann Arbor, MI,48103, 

Arrangements made by 
Schrader-Howell Funeral Home. 

Kenneth John Kobmann 
Services for Kenneth 

Kobmann, 65, of Ocala, Fla., 
were held. Mr. Kobmann was 
bora in Detroit and died Dec. 
20 in Florida. 

Mr. Kobmann was the chief 
executive officer for a machine 
tool company. He has resided 
in the Ocala area since June 
2002, formerly of Tecumseh, 
He was a member of Queen of 
Peach Catholic Church. He 
served in the U.S. Air Force 
during the Korean War. 

Survivors include wife, 
Virginia M. Patte Kobmann of 
Ocala, Fla.; son, KirkM. (Helle) 
Kobmann of Milford; daughter, 
Kristin M. (Neal) Wylie of 
Tecumseh; son, Kenneth R. 
(Susan) Kobmann of Ocala, 
Fla.; sister, Margaret (John) 
Brennan of Plymouth; sister, 
Marilyn Teagan of Milford; 
granddaughter, Jasmine M. 
Kobmann of Westland; grand-
son, Brian M. Wylie of 
Tecumseh; and granddaughter, 
Hannah W. Wylie of Tecumseh. 

Arrangements made by 
Hiers-Baxley Funeral Services. 

Ladies clothing and accessories 
Children's c lothing, toys & furniture 
Maternity wear 
Home decor & furniture pieces 

M l i R K Y C H R I S T M A S ! 
W i l l i M i l s A 1 ) K I" ( . 1 1 Y I . 

S 5 . 0 0 o i l a n v p u r c h a s e 

o v e r S 2 5 

463 W. Eight Mile Road • 248-442-8568 
1/4 block W, of Farmington Road. 

Follow your favorite high school sports team 
each week in the Observer 

I I H U U 
Shrimp, mussels, ci&ns, 

nj«{ fi n i-f 
common, chicora 
chorlzo poached In a 

saffron brorh and served 
over jasmine rice. $ 19.95 

mmmm 
Wi th asparagus butler 

risotto and fresh 

vegetables, $21,95 

nuiii 
With peppercorn 

stem! gfozs and bsh 
vegetables. $23,95 

39550 Sevan Mile fa* Hjragsrtyl » Northwle * mk 
Call 248-735-4570 for rssarvsStera, 

Charter Township of Canton Board Proceedings -
December 17,2002 

A regular meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Charter Township 
of Canton was held Tuesday, December 17, 2002, at 46000 Summit 
Parkway. Supervisor Yack called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
and led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 
Members Present: Bennett, Burdziak, Kirchgatter, Shefferly, 
McLaughlin, Yack, LaJoy. Members Absent: None. 
Staff Present: Director Minghine, Director Durack, Director 
Machnik, Director Santomauro, Director Conklin. Staff Absent: 
None. 
Motion by Bennett, supported by McLaughlin to adopt the agenda 
with the amendment to add to the Consent Calendar Item 4 -
Authorization to Pay Bills Through the End of 2002 and to delete 
from the General Calendar Item 1 - Merit Commission 
Recommendation for Revisions to Personnel Policy Manual, for 
future discussion. Motion varried unanimously. 
Motion by Bennett, supported by Burdziak to approve the minutes of 
the regular Board meeting of December 10, 2002. Motion carried 6-7. 
Ayes: Bennett, Burdziak, Kirchgatter, LaJoy, McLaughlin, Yack. 
Nays: None. Abstain: Shefferly. Absent: None. 
CONSENT CALENDAR; Item 1. Re-set Date from Public 
Hearing for a Class C Liquor License Request from Ashoka 
Indian Cuisine, 2100 Haggerty Road (Parcel No. 050-99-0009-
003). Motion by Bennett, supported by LaJoy to re-set the public 
hearing for January 7, 2003 for consideration of the request of 
Ashoka Indian Cuisine, for a Class C liquor license to be located at 
2100 Haggerty Road, Canton, Michigan. (Parcel No. 050-99-0009-
003). Motion carried unanimously. 
Item 2. Removal of Cobra Streetlight at Nottingham Forest 
Subdivision Entrance at Ford' Road. Motion by Bennett, 
supported by LaJoy to authorize the Township Clerk to send a letter 
to Detroit Edison granting permission for the removal of the existing 
cobra light at the entrance of the Nottingham Forest Subdivision on 
Ford Road. Motion carried unanimously. 
Item 3. Budget Amendment - Capital Projects Building 
Construction Fund. Motion by Bennett, supported by LaJoy to 
amend the Capital Projects Building Construction Fund budget as 

follows: Reduce the Revenues $20,500,000; Reduce Appropriations 
$20,500,000. This budget amendment reduces the Capital Projects 
Building Construction Fund budget from $29,755,719 to $9,255,719. 
Motion carried unanimously. 
Item 4. Authorization To Pay Bills Through The End of 2002 (added 
to agenda by amendment) Motion by Bennett, supported by LaJoy to 
authorize the payment of the Township's bills on December 27,2002, 
as normally scheduled, subject to prior review by the Clerk and 
Treasurer. Motion carried unanimously. 
GENERAL CALENDAR; I t e m 1. Merit Commiss ion 
Recommendation for Revisions to Personnel Policy Manual. 
(Deleted from agenda) 
Item 2. Merit Commission Recommendation for Plante & 
Moran Job Classification and Salary Study. Motion by Bennett, 
supported by Kirchgatter to approve the recommendation of the 
Merit Commission to implement the non-union classified and salary 
study as presented by Plante & Moran effective 1/1/2003. Motion 
carried 6-7. Ayes: Bennett, Burdziak, Kirchgatter, LaJoy, 
McLaughlin, Yack. Nays: Shefferly. Abstain: None. Absent: None. 
Item 3. Recommendation for Elected Officials Compensation. 
Motion by Bennett, supported by McLaughlin to approve the 
recommendation from Plante Moran regarding the Elected Officials' 
Compensation as follows: (1) To establish the pay of the Township 
Supervisor at 5% above the higheset paid employee in the Non-
Union Employees Pay Grade 13. (2) To establish the pay of the 
Township Clerk and Township Treasurer at 5% above the highest 
paid employee in the Non-Union Employees Pay Grade 10, (3) The 
Township Trustees shall receive the same annual percentage 
increase as is approved for the Non-Union Employee Group. Motion 
carried 6-7. Ayes: Bennett, Burdziak, Kirchgatter, LaJoy, 
McLaughlin, Yack. Nays: Shefferly. Abstain: None. Absent: None. 
Item 3. Fill Vacant Trustee Position. Motion by Bennett, 
supported by Burdziak to appoint Karl Zarbo to the Canton Board of 
Trustees to fill the remainder of Phil LaJoy's term. The term will 
expire on November 20,2004. Motion carried unanimously, 
Supervisor Yack commented on Phil LaJoy's dedicated service to the 
community as a Trustee and his continuing service now in his newly 
elected position to the Michigan House of Representatives. 
Nominations to fill the vacant position were as follows: 

N o m i n a t i o n s 

(1) Nomination of Karl Zarbo by Kirchgatter 
Seconded by Bennett 

(2) Nomination of Fred Bolden by McLaughlin 
Seconded by Burdziak 

(3) Nomination of Ralph Shufeldt by Shefferly 
Seconded by Burdziak 

(4) Nomination of Greg Demopoulos by Bennett 
Seconded by Kirchgatter 

(5) Nomination of Greg Greene by Burdziak 
Seconded by Kirchgatter 

(6) Nomination of Vic Gustafson by Yack 
Seconded by McLaughlin 

Ballot #1 
Received 1 vote 
(Kirchgatter) 
Received 1 vote 
(McLaughlin) 
Received 2 votes 
(Burdziak, Shefferly) 
Received 1 vote 
(Bennett) 
Received 0 votes 

Received 1 vote 
(Yack) . 

Ballot #2 
Received 4 votes 
(Bennett, Kirchgatter, McLaughlin, Shefferly) 

Closing comments were made by Phil LaJoy. -
ADDITIONAL PUBLIC COMMENTS: None, ADJOURN: Motion by Bennett, supported by McLaughlin to adjourn at 7:40 p.m. Motion 
carried unanimously. [The above is a synopsis of the study session meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Charter Township of Canton. Hie 
full text of the approved minutes will be available following the next Board meeting date in the Clerk's Office and on Canton's Web Site.] 

THOMAS J. YACK, Supervisor 
TERRY G. BENNETT, Clerk 
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ASH BORER 
FROM PAGE A1 

Canton Supervisor Tom 
Yack said the Conference of 
Western Wayne and the 
Southeast Michigan Council 
of Governments have creat-
ed task forces to share infor-
mation about the problem. 

"They are imploring 
everybody to communicate 
with their residents that 
when they are driving by 
and see stacks of wood 
alongside the road, don't 
take the wood up to the cot-
tage for firewood," he said. 

He said the problem has 
spread to as many as five 
counties and has now 
turned up in Windsor, 
Ontario, 

"We're a lost cause in 
these counties," Yack said. 
"We're going to lose every 
ash tree unless somebody 
comes up with a super rem-
edy soon. All we can do is 
try to keep the rest of the 
state from experiencing the 
same problem." 

While some treatments 
appear to slow the assault, 
experts are not hopeful. 

"There is no magic bullet 
for this problem," Roberts 
said. "It's very destructive, 
very devastating." 

People have tried injec-
tions and sprays to kill the 
borer and save their trees. 

An area of Bicentennial 
Park in Livonia is being 
used to test four types of 
injections. 

"We're hoping to have 
some results on that some-
time over the summer," said 
Chris Pargoff, forestry fore-
man of Livonia's 
Department of Public 
Works. 

Keeping the ash tree 
problem quarantined to 
southeast Michigan is most 
important, according to Jim 
Loncar, a plant inspector 
with the Michigan 
Department of Agriculture. 
That means people who take 
down their dead or dying 
ash trees must not take the 
firewood out of the area. 

"And if you have ash logs," 
Loncar said, "please try to get 
them used up before (insects 
emerge) next spring." 

That no-transport policy 
covers limbs, branches and 
anything over one-inch 
wood chips. 

"This thing could have no 
end if we're not smart," Yack 
said. 

The Emerald Ash Borer 
originated in China, and one 
theory is that the insect was 
imported to this area on 
wooden pallets. 

Staff writers Darreil Clem and Dave 
Varga contributed to this story. 

j g i adden@ce.homecomm.ne t 
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Local man warned of ash borer 3 years ago J ™ ™ 8 

BY JACK GLADDEN 
STAFF WRITER 

Canton resident Mike Myers 
said he knew as long as three 
years ago that the problem plagu-
ing southeast Michigan's ash 
trees was a bug and not a virus, 
but no one would listen to him. 

Myers, a certified arborist who 
has operated Shade TYee 
Mechanic Tree Care for 26 years, 
said in 1999 he received a tele-
phone call from someone he grew 
up with. 

"He said he almost got clunked 
on the head while he was mowing 
his lawn in Garden City," Myers 
said. "He had a 70-foot ash tree 
and one of the branches fell out. 
It had a bunch of worms in it. We 
went over and looked it up in my 
insect textbook and determined 
it was a red-headed ash borer -
the native kind." 

He said he injected the tree 
with a systemic insecticide, cut 
the stub out and the tree was 
fine. 

Then Myers began to notice 
problems with other people's 
trees. 

"There were S-shaped trails in 
the branches," he said. 

He said one of his customers 
had a tree they determined was 
infested by the red-headed ash 
borer. He said the man had a pet 
dog and was leery about injecting 
the tree with chemicals. 

They managed to keep the tree 
alive until a couple of months ago 
when they had to cut it down, 

"It was too far progressed," he 
said. 

He said in the course of a week 
during September 2001 he read 
stories in three different newspa-
pers about the ash tree problem 
and all said it was a virus. 

"I contacted MSU, called 
Lansing to all the bug guys and 
told them to take a look at the 
trees I've been treating (with the 
insecticide)," Myers said. 
"Everything I've read about trees 
infected by the ash yellow virus 
shows they don't have these 
symptoms. Even if they do have 
the virus, you treat the bug and 
try to keep the tree healthy." 

He said MSU Extension 
Sen-ice people had been trying to 
test for the virus for a couple of 
years, but no one was willing to 
give up a trunk sample. 

"I contacted one of my cus-
tomers and asked if I could bring 
MSU out and take a sample of 
her tree trunk," Myers said. "I cut 
a square out of the tree and took 
a trunk sample. When we peeled 
back the bark we found hun-
dreds, if not thousands, of lar-
vae." 

He said the larva was identi-
fied as the two-lined chestnut 
borer, the same genus but not 
the same species as the emerald 
ash borer. 

But Myers said his message fell 
on deaf ears. 

"Up until 2002 they (the 
experts) hadn't ruled out their 
theory, which was the virus," he 
said. "I went to a seminar last 
year at U-M Dearborn and 
nobody would listen to me, I've 
been fighting an uphill battle for 
the last three years. Some people 
didn't want to pay me because I 
treated their tree for an insect 
and all the public information 
coming out was that it was an 
airborne virus. There's a big dif-
ference between a virus and a 
bug." 

Now that the problem has been 
officially diagnosed as the emer-
ald ash borer, Myers said "every-
body and their brother jumped 
on the bandwagon." 

He said in the last three years 
he's treated maybe a thousand or 
so trees with insecticide. 

"I injected my neighbor's trees 
three years ago and they're still 
alive," he said. 

Myers said the injection treat-
ment is no guarantee - it 
depends on how far gone the tree 
is when it is injected. 

"But I wouldn't be so quick to 
just say 'Hey, we lost the battle 
here,"' he said. "If they had 
pounced on this thing a few years 
ago, they might have been able to 
control it." 
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ents, school administrators 
or community residents 
who have contact or knowl-
edge of a teacher's class-
room activities. To nomi-
nate a teacher, please send 
the teacher's name, school 

A panel of editors will 
make each selection. 
The winning teachers 
will be featured in 
all editions in the last 
week of each month. . 

address and the school's 
telephone number along 
with a statement of no 
more than 200 words 
telling us why this teacher 
deserves to be our 
Outstanding Teacher of the 
Month. 

A panel of editors will 
make each selection. The 
winning teachers will be 
featured in all editions in. 
the last week of each 
month. 

Please help us in honor-
ing the many dedicated . 
teachers who do outstand-
ing work. 

Serving and Supporting the Community 
Since 1968 

When you need us, we will be there... 

18425 BEECH DALY ROAD/RED FORD TWP., M I C H I G A N 48240-1899 

531-1888 

Hertford Music Plus 
Introduces... 

l l f a o s 
VHSor ' ^ / 

camcorder tapes W L J J W 5 - we can also 
transfer yourfavaMm. 45's, 78's, 8-track 

or 

25268 Five Mile Road * Between Telegraph & Beech Daly * Redford 

313-541-0775 

r i c k ©3 
• Pastas 
• Pizzas 
•Subs 
• Seafood 
•Sandwiches 
• Beer, Wine 

and Liquor 
ITALIAN EATERY 

Hours; 
Tues.-Thrus, 
1 lam-1 Opm 

Fri.-Sat. 
1 lam-11pm 

Sun. 
Noon-10pm 

F o r d 

A I 
N 1 C h e r r y H i i l 

3 IX &• 
c 
CJ 
X 

iiiâ  a 

3 0 3 6 9 Cherry Hill 
(at Henry Ruff) 

7 3 4 - 7 2 2 - 1 8 2 0 

Homemade Cooking • 
Meatballs • Breads 

Carry-Out Available 
• Soups • Sauces 

in Only Spec ia l sr 
Tuesday...Lasagna $8 .95 

Wednesday...Mostaccioli $6.50 
Thursday...Spaghetti $6.25 
Friday...Fish ft' Chips $6.50 

Saturday...Italian Platter $8.50 

Family Pack fi Dinner Special I 
Large Square Pizza 

with 1 item, Antipasto 
salad for 2 and homemade 

garlic bread with cheese 

$ 1 5 " 
Dins In or carry out • Extra i tem on plrea $1.05 

No l imit - With coupon • Expires 1 -31-03 

Buy any dinner at regular [ 
price from our dinner [ 

entrees & get a 2nd one of 1 
equal or lesser value at 

500/0 off 
Dlno in on ly * Wi th coupon 

Oris coupon per order • Expires 1-31-03 

POPOEOBDsaOSa 

STARTS TODAY! THURSDAY DECEMBER 26 THRU SATUROAY. DECEMBER 28 

a b OFF 
ENTIRE STOCK 

OF FINE JEWELRY 

m OFF SLIDES 

),00-741.GO. 

TAKE AN EXTRA 

20% OFF 
ALL CLEARANCE 

FINE JEWELRY 
ALREADY REDUCED 50% 

m OFF GOLD 
79.99-1399.20 
0, sale 99.99-1749,00, 

5AVINGS ARE OFF OUR REGULAR OR ORIGINAL PRICES. INTERIM MARKOOWNS 

MAY HAVE SEEN TAKEN. PHOTOS ARE NOT ACTUAL SIZE ALL 00LD FEATURED 

IS 14K UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED. ALL PEARLS. ARE CULTURED. ALL CARAT 

WEIGHTS ARE APPROXIMATE. VARIANCE MAY BE PLUS OR MINUS .05 CARAT. 

DIAMOND GRADES MAY VARY, COLORED GEM STONES MAY HAVE BEEN TREATED. 

SUCH S BY HEATING. OILING OR IRRIGATION. 

P L U S T A K E 2 5 - 5 0 % O F F A L L B U L O V A . S E I K O A N D C I T I Z E N W A T C H E S 

HOLIDAY STORE HOURS: 
SHOP THURSDAY 7:00 AM TO 9:00 P 

FRIDAY 10:00 AM TO 9:00 PM 

Y O U ' R E S O M E B O D Y S P E C I A L 

Visit parisian.com to sign up for our e-mail newsletter for special offers and advance notice of sales. 

TO ORDER ANYTIME, CALL 1 -800-424-8185. MONDAY THRU SATURDAY, 9:00 AM TO 10:00 PM CST, AND SUNDAY, 11:00 AM TO 7:00 PM CST, 

STORE HOURS: The Village of Rochester Hills (248) 276-6705 and Laurel Park Place (734) 953-7500 open Thurs. 7-9, Fri. and Sat. 10-9, Sun. 12-6. 

CHARGE ITi Parisian Credit Card, MasterCard, Visa, the American Express® Card or Discover®. LOCATED AT THE VILLAGE OF ROCHESTER HILLS, CORNER OF 

NORTH ADAMS ROAD AND WALTON STREET; AND LAUREL PARK P U C E IN LIVONIA. CORNER OF NEWBURGH ROAD AND SIX MILE ROAD. 

mailto:jgiadden@ce.homecomm.net
mailto:jgfadden@oe.riomecomm.net
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talked about his future. 
Sometimes he was extremely 
serious and passionate and at 
other times had tongue-in-
cheek, as he autographed books 
detailing his governance. 

In the book, "John Engler: 
The Man, the Leader and the 
Legacy" author and Engler 
speech writer Gleaves Whitney 
chronicles the Engler adminis-
tration. 

"He asked if I had any inter-
est in writing a book, and I said 
'I did not,'" Engler said. "He 
(Whitney) said he wanted to do 
that, and I said, 'Go right 

"Then he got it written and 
asked if I wanted to do any 
book signings. I said, 'No, you 
wrote the book, you do the 
book signings.' Then he asked if 
I would do a couple, and I 
agreed. I think he did a mar-
velous job with it," Engler said. 

Lansing was the only book 
signing stop before Saturday in 
Plymouth. The only other will 

j § Ungler's hometown of 
MRmt Pleasant. 

During his stop in Plymouth, 
Engler agreed to talk with the 
Plymouth Observer. There was 
no hesitation when asked about 
his biggest accomplishment as 
the state's top elected official. 

"There's no question. We 
fundamentally changed the 
way we pay for education," said 
Engler, referring to Proposal A. 
'The fairness and adequacy of 
funding is something that's 
changed considerably in the 
last decade." 

When queried if he expects 
fbture lawmakers to attempt to 
tweak Proposal A, Engler said, 
"I think there will be, but I 
think it will be unsuccessful. 

I think that people who 
for tweaking will shorten 

their careers. It continues to 
fulfill the promise of protecting 
people's property taxes and pro-
viding an equitable funding 

NO SYMPATHY 

Engler had tough words for 
school districts, such af 
Plymouth-Canton Schools, that 
complain the state foundation 
grant isn't fair. 

"They should work on 
becoming more efficient," he -
said. "If we looked at some of 
the services being provided in 
the school district, they're not 
competitively bid, and there-
fore they're paying significant 
premiums. Don't say that's a 
funding problem. That's a poli-
cy choice. 

"If I were running a school, I 
would want to put maximum 
dollars in the classroom, and so 
I would control all other costs 
and put money in the class-
room," he said. 

Engler also had little sympa-
thy for communities like 
Plymouth, Plymouth Township 
and Canton Township that have 
rued the cuts in state-revenue 
sharing in order to balance the 
state budget. 

"When you look at local gov-
ernment revenues they've been 
increasing, not decreasing, 
because local governments have 
properly taxes," he said. "And, 
even with Proposal A putting 
taps on it, there has been so 
much new construction. 

"In some cases, local govern-
ments have not been restrained 
in their spending," Engler 
added. "You can find examples 
where local governments are 
still hiring people. The state 
government is 20-percent 
smaller today in the non public 
safety area. I think there are 
well-managed local govern-
ments out there, and they are 
doing just fine." 

Engler's biggest disappoint-
ment in 12 years was not being 
able to get a constitutional 
amendment to reform the state 
board of education. 

"We are one of only 14 states 
where the governor doesn't 
directly appoint the state 
school superintendent or the 
board of education," he said. 
"Nobody in Michigan can name 

DONALD J. ALLEY 

Author Gleaves Whitney and Govehior Engler talk with State Rep. John 
Stewart, R-Plymouth Township, and his wife Beth during the book signing 
event at the Plymouth Historical Museum Saturday. 

the members of the state board 
of education, yet this anony-
mous group actually hires the 
superintendent. That makes 
our department far weaker and 
less relevant than sister depart-
ments across the country." 

TRANSITION EXCITEMENT 

Engler said he's "absolutely 
excited" about moving from the 
public sector to private life. 
What will he like the most 

about the transition? "Not talk-
ing to reporters is at the top of 
my list," he said tongue-in-
cheek. "If there's a natural dis-
aster, don't call me." 

Engler insisted he won't miss 
the fishbowl of public life. 

"It can be tough on families, 
especially children. My girls are 
getting at an age (8) where it's 
perfect for them to go into the 
private life as well. I think 32 
years of being elected to office 
is enough for me to be able to 

say, forever, that I've done my 
public service.; 

"I'm not going to be running for 
anything, and I don't see anything 
changing that Fve had opportu-
nities to do other things, but what 
can be better than governor of a 
complex state like Michigan? 
Certainly not being a member of 
the Cabinet in Washington. I 
don't want to do that 

"One thing I can do, as a pri-
vate citizen, is write letters to 
the editor and complain about 
what they're doing in Lansing," 

Engler insists that he hasn't 
closed on a house yet, despite 
the rumors he is moving to 
Franklin. "I looked at homes in 
this area (Plymouth), as a mat-
ter of fact, and in Ann Arbor as 
well. Franklin is another place 
we've looked at. We looked at 
schools in Ann Arbor, 
Farmington and Northville." 

As for what kind of work he'll 
eventually be doing, Engler will 
only say, "I've had some good 
conversations." 

STRONGER POSITION 

Despite the recent downturn 
in Michigan's economy and the 
belt-tightening that's forcing 
billions of dollars in cuts, 
Engler believes the state is in a 
far stronger position than it 
was a year ago. 

"The unemployment rate is 
below the national average, and 
we're a state that's more com-
petitive, that has improved sig-
nificantly. Our credit rating is 
strong. There are only eight 
AAA-rated states, and jve're the 
largest. All the states today are 
coming out of the recession 
periodwith deficits, and that 
will be a challenge here." 

Engler said he's talked with 
Gov.-elect Jennifer Granholm 
but won't disclose what was 
discussed. "Everything I told 
her is private," he said. 
However, the departing gover-
nor said there are a number of r 
top issues for the incoming 
state CEO. 

"We still need to continue to 
push on legal reform, and we 
need to push on the infrastruc- , 
ture needs we have. We've done 
the planning on the rebuilding 
of 1-94, and that needs to go 
forward. 

"I believe strongly that we 
need to continue competition . 
for public education," said 
Engler, referring to charter 
schools. "That may be a way to 
help some of these higher-cost 
and lower-performing districts 
to improve more rapidly. 
Detroit would be a good exam-
ple of that." 

tbruscatQ@oe.homecomm.net (734) 459-2700 

Buyers praise Engler during local book signing 
BY TONY BRUSCATO 
STAFF WRITER 

Dozens of people suspended holiday 
shopping and other activities for a few 
minutes Saturday afternoon to visit with 
Gov. John Engler at the Plymouth 
Historical Museum. 

Engler signed "John Engler: The Man, 
the Leader and the Legacy," about his 32 
years in public life. It was written by 
Gleaves Whitney, Engler's speech writer 
and historian for the eleven ofhis 12 years 
as governor. 

Wayne County Circuit Court Judge 
Gregory Bill, of Northville Township, is a 
long-time friend of Engler. 

"We worked together in the Senate, we 
went to law school together, and he 
appointed me to a district court seat and 
a circuit court seat, so I thought it was. 
my last chance to say good-bye to some-
one who has impacted my life, has been 
a dear friend and a great governor," said 
Bill. "He was innovative, he was coura-
geous, he was fair. He's the tax cut 
leader of all time, and we'll all benefit 
from John Engler's legacy long after he's 
left office. I think he's Michigan's great-
est governor." 

John Lewis of Canton Township is a 
member of the Plymouth symphony and 
the Plymouth Historical Society. 

"It was tough about five years ago, ; 

but they restored much of the funding 
for the arts," he said. "What I will 
remember the most about (Engler) is 
Proposal A. It was really important to 
all the citizens of Michigan. And, the 
business environment has picked up in 
the state." 

Carl Marsee of Plymouth just wanted 
something to remember someone he con-
sidered a good man.. 

"I supported him as governor. If he 
hadn't done good, he wouldn't have been 
there so long," said Marsee, holding an 
autographed book. "This will be a sou-
venir some day." 

tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net (734) 459-2700 

SHURGARD STORAGE OF PLYMOUTH 

hereby given that the entire contents of the following 
storage units will be sold to the highest bidder by way of an open 
bid on JANUARY 6, 2003 at approximately 9:00 a.m. at the 
following Shurgard Storage locations: 

Shurgard Storage of Southfieid 
19350 West Eight Mile Road 

Southfieid, MX 48075 
1-248-357-1187 

- Household goods. 
- Household goods. 
#1190 - Household 
#1313 - Household 
#1209 - Household 
#2002 - Household 
#2243 - Household 
#2076 - Household 
#2109 - Household 

equipment. Unit #2113 

#1091 - Household goods. Unit #1096 
Unit #1177 - Household goods. Unit #1179 
Unit #1186 - Contractor equipment. Unit 
goods. Unit #1194 - Household goods. Unit 
goods. Unit #1199 - Household goods. Unit 
goods. Unit #1219 - Household goods. Unit 
goods. Unit #2032 - Household goods. Unit 
goods. Unit #2047 - Household goods. Unit 
goods. Unit #4006 - Household goods. Unit 
goods. Unit #2111 - Landscaper 
Household goods. 

Shurgard Storage of Walled 
1901 East West Maple Road 

Walled Lake, MI 48390 
1-248-669-4020 

Unit #2011 - Household goods. 
Shurgard Storage of Woodfaaven 

25080 Hall Road 
Woodhaven,; 

1-734-676-8500 
Unit #247 - Household goods. Unit #313 - Household goods, 2 > 
buggies. Unit #605A - Household goods. Unit #749 - Household 
goods. 

Shurgard Storage of Ann Arbor 
2500 South Industrial Highway 

Ann Arbor, MI 48104 
1-734-973-2212 

Unit #4025 - Household goods. Unit #4120 - Household goods. 
Unit #1058 - Household goods. Unit #2063 - Household goods. 
Unit #3067 - Household goods. Unit #3052 - Household goods. 
Unit #7004 - Household goods. Unit #3031 - Household goods. 

Shurgard Storage of Plymouth 
41889 Joy Road 

Canton, MI 48187 
1-734-459-2200 

Unit #562 ~ Household goods. Unit #103 - Household goods. Unit 
#9232 - Household goods. Unit #206 - Household goods. 

Shurgard Storage of Southfieid at Telegraph 
24200 Telegraph Road 
Southfieid, MI 48034 

1-248-208-9000 
Unit #3187 - Household goods. 

Shurgard Storage of Canton South 
45229 Michigan Avenue 

Canton, MI 48188 
1-734-398-5416 

Unit #5360 <- Household goods. Unit #5135 - Household goods. 
Shurgard Storage of Canton 

2101 Haggerty Road 
Canton, MI 48187 

1-734-981-0300 
Unit #2016 - Household goods. Unit #3033 - Household goods. 
Unit #4056 - Household goods. Unit #4245 - Household goods. 
Unit #6247 - Household goods. Unit #5013 - Household goods. 

Shurgard Storage of Taylor 
9300 PoLham Road 
Taylor, MI 48180 
1-313-292-2930 

Unit #2031 - Household goods. Unit #2066 - Household goods. 
Unit #5102 - Household goods. Unit #6003 - Household goods. 
Unit #6191 - Household goods. Unit #7060 - Household goods. 
Unit #7099 - Household goods. Unit #9021 - Household goods. 

Shurgard Storage of Livonia 
30300 Plymouth Road 

Livonia, MI 48150 
1-734-522-7811 

Unit #2063 - Household goods. Unit #3094 - Household goods. 
Unit #4049 - Household goods. Unit #4073 - Household goods. 
Unit #4087 - Household goods. Unit #5032 - Household goods. 
Publish: December 19 a n d 26 ,2002 
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STORAGE USA 
L E G A L N O T I C E 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on (JANUARY 13, 2003), Tate 
& Co. Auctioneers, Executive Administrator for Storage USA, will 
be offering for sale under the judicial lien process, by public 
auction, the following storage units. The goods to be sold are 
generally described as household goods. The terms of the sale will 
be cash only. Storage USA reserves the right to refuse any and all 
bids. The sale will be at the following location: Storage USA, 6729 
CANTON CENTER ROAD., CANTON, MI 48187. AT 12:30 P.M. 

F-250 Christopher L. Crawford: Household 
J-350 Storage USA: Misc. Items 

Publish; December 26,2002 and January 2,2003 - . 
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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON 
ACCESS TO PUBLIC MEETINGS 

The Charter Township of Canton will provide necessary reasonable 
auxiliary aids and services,, such as signers for the hearing 
impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered at 
the meeting, to individuals with disabilities at the meeting/hearing 
upon two weeks notice to the Charter Township of Canton. 
Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services 
should contact the Charter Township of Canton by writing or 
calling the following: 

David Medley, ADA Coordinator 
Charter Township of Canton, 1150 S. Canton Center Road 

Canton, MI 48188 
(734) 394-5260 

Publish: December 26,2002 and January 2,2003 
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PLANNING COMMISSION 
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to Act 184 of the Public 
Acts of 1943 of the State of Michigan, as amended, and pursuant to 
the Zoning Ordinance of the Charter Township of Canton that the 
Planning Commission of the Charter Township of Canton will hold 
a Public Hearing on Monday, January 6, 2003 in the Chestnut 
Room, at Summit On The Park, 46000 Summit Parkway at 
7:00 p.m. on the following proposed special land use request as 
provided in Section 27.03 of the Canton Township Zoning 
Ordinance: 

CONSIDER REQUEST FOR SPECIAL LAND USE APPROVAL 
FOR RELIGIOUS INSTITUTION AS REQUIRED IN SECTION 
6.02U FOR PARCEL NO. 107 99 0004 706. Property is located east 
of Canton Center between Geddesjmd Palmer Road. 

PALMER s 

a 

I S ZONING MAP 
SECTION 27 _ 

Written comments addressed to the Planning Commission should 
be received at the Canton Township Administration Building, 1150 
Canton Center S. prior to Thursday, January 3, 2003 in order to be 
included in the materials submitted for review. 

i VIC GUSTAFSON, Chairman 
Publish: December 26,2002 
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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON 
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Charter Township of 
Canton, 1150 Canton Center S, Canton, Michigan will accept 
sealed proposals at the Office of Engineering Services up to 5:00 
p.m., January 9th, 2003 for the following: 

COMMUNITY SPLASH PARK FACILITY 
DESIGN/BUILD PROJECT 

are available at the Office of Engineering Services 
on the second floor of the Canton Tbwnship Administration 
Building. All proposals must be submitted in a sealed envelope 
clearly marked with the proposal name, company name, address 
and telephone number and date and time of proposal opening. The 
Township reserves the right to accept or reject any or all proposals. 
The Township does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, sex, religion, age or disability in employment or the 
provision of services. Questions may be directed to Russ Heatwole 
at (734) 397-6848 , -

TERRY G. BENNETT, Clerk 
Publish; December 26,2002 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON 
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Charter Township of 
Canton, 1150 Canton Center S, Canton, Michigan will accept 
sealed proposals at the Office of Engineering Services up to 5:00 
p.m., January 9th, 2003 for the following: 

HERITAGE PARE RESTROOM FACILITY 
DESIGN/BUILD PROJECT 

are available at the Office of Engineering Services 
on the second floor of the Canton Township Administration 
Building. All proposals must be submitted in a sealed envelope 
clearly marked with the proposal name, company name, address 
and telephone number and date and time of proposal opening. The 
Township reserves the right to accept or reject any or all proposals. 
The Township does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, sex, religion, age or disability in employment or the 
provision of services. Questions may be directed to Russ Heatwole 
at (734) 397-6848 

TERRY G. BENNETT, Clerk 
Publish: December 26,2002 ' 0500057301 • 

Western Township Utilities Authority 
Board of Commissioners 

Regular Meeting Synopsis 
3:00 p.m. Monday, December 17,2002 

Regular meeting was called to order at 3:15 p.m. 
Present: Thomas Yack, Steve Mann, Richard Henningsen 
Agenda - adopted as amended, changing the order of items under 
old business. * 
Minutes of regular meeting of November 18,2002 - approved. 
Schedule of operating expenses totaling $888,616.68 - approved. 
Operations & Maintenance Report for November 2003 - received 
and filed. 
Director's Report for December 2003 - received and filed. 
Variable Frequency Drive (VFD) Repairs - approved. 
Lower Rouge Storage Building; Certificate of Substantial 

post the job 
YCUA Plant Expansion Update - received and filed. 
Accountant Position Recruitment Update - approval 
advertisement for the permanent position. 
The regular meeting was adjourned at 4:03 p.m. 

Chairman, 
THOMAS J. YACK 

This is a synopsis. A complete copy of the. minutes may be reviewed 
at the WTUA offices located at 40905 Joy Road, Canton, MI 48187, 
Publish: December 26,2002 ' OEQaas7H2 

Discover local food finds 
each Sunday in Taste 
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3 arrested; robbery suspected in 5 family deaths 
BY JEFF COUNTS, STEPHANIE ANGELYN 

CASOLA AND MATT JACHMAN 

STAFF WRITERS 

Three men are in police cus-
tody in the weekend slayings of 
a Livonia jeweler, his three chil-
dren and his mother, who was 
visiting from Italy. 

The arrests, following a mas-
sive investigation by dozens of 
detectives and police officers, 
came on Christmas Eve, two 
days after officers found the 
bodies of the five victims at a 
home on St. Martins Street, 

Marco Pesce, 38, his mother, 
Maria Vergati, 68, and his chil-
dren, Carlo, 12, Sabrina, 9, and 
Melissa, 6, had all been shot, 
and "there was no sign of resist-
ance," said Police Chief Peter 
Kunst. Pesce was the owner of 
Italia Jewelry on Seven Mile. 

"The house had been ran-
sacked, and we suspect robbery 
was the motive," Kunst said. 

Police made two arrests in 
Detroit and one in the Flint 
area, Kunst said at a Tuesday 
night press conference. A 
search warrant was executed, 
and items from the Pesce home 
were recovered, he said. > 

Kunst said he hoped the • 
arrests would bring some relief 
to the victims' family and the 
community. 

During a Monday press con-
ference, Kunst said, "It's the 
most devastating and tragic 
crime I've seen in 27 years with 
the Livonia police." 

Special prosecutors from the 
Wayne County Prosecutor's 
Office are working with detec-
tives on the case. Charges could 
come as. early as today. 

"I'm confident that we have a 
strong case," Kunst said. "We 
are still building that case. It's 
in full throttle right now." 

Kunst would not comment 
on what was recovered, nor on 
whether the case was linked to 

Marco Pesce Carlo Pesce Melissa Pesce Sabrina Pesce Maria Vergati 

Duggan said the killings 
touched his family in a personal 
way. His son, Patrick, has been 
a classmate of victim Sabrina 
Pesce since kindergarten, he 
said. 

"I had to explain to my son 
that he lost one of his class-
mates," Duggan said. 

The incident unfolded 
Saturday afternoon. Pesce was 
at his business when he 
received a call from his nearby 
home. He left the store to go 
home. 

Police don't know exactly 
what happened next; but they 
said that between 5 and 7 p.m. 
someone entered the home, 
shot the victims and rummaged 
the home looking for things. 

"They were possibly looking 
for jewelry," Kunst said. 

The slayings are thought to 
be the largest mass killing in 
Livonia's history, police said. 
The community records about 
one or two homicides a year. 
. Earlier this year, there was a 
double homicide during a rob-

bery at a restaurant at 
Middlebelt and Schoolcraft 
Road. 

Police canceled the vacations 
of many officers and employees 
and had 24 detectives, plus 
identification bureau and sur-
veillance officers, working on 
the case. 

Pesce was a Livonia business-
man of long standing. The jew-
elry store was opened in 1984. 

Visitation for the Pesce fami-
ly will be 4-9 p.m. Saturday and 
noon to 9 p.m. Sunday at the 

JIM JAGOfELO OBSERVER 

A lone police cruiser sits in the driveway of the crime scene at 37534 St. 
Martins in Livonia. In the background is a police crime investigation van 
parked near the garage entrance. 

Harry J. Will Funeral Home, 
37000 Six Mile, Livonia. A 
rosary will be said at 7 p.m. 
Sunday at the funeral home. 

Funeral services will be 11 
a.m. Monday at NorthRidge 

Church, 49555 N. Territorial, 
Plymouth Township. 

Burial will be in Holy 
Sepulchre Cemetery in 
Southfieid. 

Pesce's former wife, Diane, 
36, was previously convicted in 
Livonia's 16th District Court for 
possession of narcotics para-
phernalia, according to pub-
lished reports. She has been 
ordered by a Wayne County 
Circuit Court judge to seek 
treatment for drug use, reports 

Although the couple was 
divorced, they had lived togeth-
er recently, but she wasn't living 
at the home in-northwest 
Livonia at the time of the 
shooting, Kunst said. Diane 
Pesce has been interviewed by 
detectives. 

Franco Petrucci, a cousin of 
Marco Pesce, said Monday: 
"His wife has been in a rehabili-
tation center somewhere in 
Ann Arbor." 

"It's tragic," said Petrucci 
before the arrests. "It's really a 
shock. I feel numb right now." 

Given the complexity of the 
case, Kunst said, detectives, 
who were led by Lt. Ben 
McDermott, exceeded his 
expectations with the quick 
arrests. "I'm extremely proud of 
them," Kunst said. 
; "I have never felt more 
proud, felt safer in this commu-
;nity" said county prosecutor 
Michael Duggan of the police 
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Left-turn signals 
should be a priority 

A safer intersection may be just a light away. 
Some local officials say they're getting a receptive ear 

from Wayne County officials to add more left-turn lanes 
and, especially, more left-turn signals — you know, those 
green arrows that turn to yellow arrow as they allow left 
turns while other drivers at the intersection are stopped 
for red lights. 

It's tough to argue with strong evidence that shows that 
these left-turn signals alone have a huge effect on improv-
ing safety. 

One on-going AAA study shows that adding only those 
le f t - tu rn signals can cut total crashes (property and 
injury) by 3 0 percent, and they cut injury crashes by 
more than half. Most important , the signals slash the 
number of head-on, left-turn collisions by a whopping 69 
percent. And those are the accidents that usually end in 
the most serious injuries or deaths. 

The study also shows that left-turn signals dispropor-
tionately help out two groups of drivers: Those very young 
drivers — people with good reflexes but little experience, 
who often make poor 

Today, we're all in a huge hurry, 

distracted by CD players and 
cell phones, and it seems those 
left-turn arrow have become 
more than a convenience. Many 
of us have gotten used to those 
left-ium signals that are already 
installed at many of our busiest 
intersections. Heck, they make 
us feel safer, don't they? 

dr iv ing j u d g m e n t s , 
and those older driv-
ers — p e o p l e w h o 
have plenty of experi-
ence b u t s lower 
reflexes, according to 
AAA officials. 

Of course, drivers 
t o d a y a r e n ' t w h a t 
t h e y u s e d to be . In 
the "good old days," a 
ye l low l i g h t r ea l ly 
m e a n t s o m e t h i n g , 
a n d peop le m a k i n g 
left turns actually got 
a c h a n c e to m a k e 
t h e i r t u r n w i t h o u t 
being endangered. In 
those days, lef t - turn 
arrows were a rarity. 

Today, we're all in a 
huge hurry, distracted 
by CD players and cell 
phones, and it seems those left-turn arrows have become more 
Ami a convenience. Many of us have gotten used to those left-
turn signals that are already installed at many of our busiest 
intersections. Heck, they make us feel safer, don't they? 

It's not too difficult to err on the side of safety, even at a 
cost of $55,000 per intersection, which is one estimate. 
As long as a certain minimal level of traffic flow is met, 
adding these signals should become a major priority for 
our communities. 

Livonia and Redford officials so far have pushed to 
ensure tha t our highly urbanized towns become safer, 
with incoming County-Executive Robert Ficano respond-
ing tha t he plans to put road safety, including the left-
turn arrows, high up on his to-do list. We applaud that. 

In August, a 14-year-old boy was killed when the car he 
was riding in was broadsided by a truck at the intersec-
tion of Six Mile and Inkster — a crossroads without such 
a left-turn signal. The truck driver pleaded no contest to a 
charge of negligent homicide and awaits sentencing, 
while the boy's grandmother, who was driving him, was 
determined by police to be not at fault. Saying that a left-
turn signal at that corner could have saved a life may be 
overstating it; accidents happen all the time. 

One person who lives near tha t corner claims tha t 
many of these intersections also need better police pres-
ence, especially at rush hour; finding a better way to deter 
drivers from running red lights is probably in order. 

Still, when it comes to safety, we're convinced tha t 
many more corners need left-turn signals — in the inter-
est of safety. 

JIM JAGDFELDI OBSERVER 

This intersection ~ Six Mile and Inkster roads - is one of those wi thout 
a le f t - turn signal, which studies show help reduce accidents. 
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Lisa Russo (from le f t ) wipes away a tear af ter she, husband Mike Mcintosh and brother Paul Russo received an autographed Christmas plaque from the 
students at Burger Center for the Autistic at the annual Christmas Carnival that the Russo family provides each year. 

Vision thanks 
I ^ . 

On behalf of the Plymouth-Canton 
Board of Education, I write to thank all of-
our community and staff members who 
came to the Nov. 18 and Dec. 9 vision 
planning meetings. The quality turnout 
and participation of those present was 
very rewarding to our board of education 
and the bond steering committee. 

Thist is earned and community input 
will drive the ultimate decision on a bond 
proposal. As the superintendent of the 
Plymouth-Canton Community Schools, I 
can assure everyone that this is a very 
important process to us. We want our 
community to help the steering commit-
tee to receive all the information they 
need to make a positive, informed deci-
sion about the future of this school dis-
trict and the next building program. 

Again, I thank everyone for their time 
and effort, and I look forward to our next 
vision planning meeting on Feb. 3 at 
Discovery Middle School from 7-9 p.m. 

• Everyone is welcome to attend, even if 
you did not come to'the first two meet-
ings. Together we can do some great 
things for our school district. 

Jim Ryan, Ed.D. 
superintendent of schools 

Farewell to Hauck 
It is with heavy hearts that we learn of 

the leaving of Ginnie Hauck, manager of 
Canton Place senior apartments in 
Canton. What Ginnie has given to these 
residents and ultimately to their families 
is difficult to put adequately into words. 

Like the song says, UI believe there are 
angels among us." But how do you 
describe a guardian angel? 

Upon the condemnation of Sheldon 
Place, Ginnie Hauck worked tirelessly to 
find more than suitable housing for those 
persons who were displaced and with no 

: to go, keeping them together in one 
so they could at least feel comfort-

able with their friendships intact. Meals 
were furnished, residents were driven to 
appointments and to shopping and life 
continued for them as well as possible 
considering the circumstances. 

No small feat when you are talking about 
50-plus residents, but then they always 
knew that Ginnie would take care of them. 
Ginnie worked selflessly to calm fears and 
reassure residents and their families that 
she would look out for her family of angels.' 

Ginnie has had fund-raisers to garner 
money with which to purchase medica-
tions for those who were doing without . 
because of financial need. She has and 
continues to purchase food for some who 
may not be able to get as much as they 
need. She helps fill out paperwork for her 
"family" members who may need her 
help. She makes sure residents have her 
home phone number so they may call if 
an emergency arises. She is truly one of 
those irreplaceable guardian an 
we need so badly in our society. 

My mother, Irene Thorpe, is a resident at 
Canton Place and was at Sheldon Place 
before it closed. We are fortunate to live 
close by, but it is a real comfort to know that 
my mom is among those with a guardian 
angel right down the hall: Ginnie Hauck. 

Ginnie has told residents that Dec. 31 will 
be her last day. While others will be celebrat-

LETTERS 
ing the birth of a new year, we will be sad-
dened to know that a real-life angel is leav-
ing our midst Though she has far too much 
diameter to tell us why she is leaving, we do 
know that it is not for personal reasons. 

I just hope we can change whatever 
needs to be changed. If you'are one of 
those fortunate souls to know Ginnie, feel 
free to drop her a note. 

You may also wish to write Tom 
Slemmer, National Church Residences, 
2335 N. Bank Drive, Columbus, Ohio 
43220-5499. . 

Cindy Bastion 
• Canton 

Downturn not so shallow 
Now that Sen. TVent Lott has 

foot in the Republican party's mouth, it 
would be interesting to know how his col-
league from Mississippi, Sen. Thad 
Cochran, and Alabama Sens. Richard 
Shelby and Jeff Sessions, as well as oth-
ers, feel about his apparent philosophy. -
Too many senators are conspicuous by 
their silence on these racist remarks, by 
this attempted Senate Majority Leader. 

Now to another subject. Recently • 
President George Bush introduced two 
new appointees, John Snow as secretary of 
the treasury and Stephen Fieldman to 
serve as his chief economics adviser. It was 
interesting to me that when they were 
introduced each stated that, This has been 
the shortest and shallowest economic 
downturn in history." Now I don't know 
about others, but it certainly has not been 
shallow, at least as far as I am concerned. 
In August of2000,1 invested almost 
$30,000 in a variable annuity. Earlier this 
week I ask my representatives what its 
value was and he said $11,000. Wow! How 
many others have had the same results in 

'short, shallow economic downturn?" 
Craft 

Northville 

Diminished rights 
On Nov. 22,1963, John F. Kennedy 

shot and killed. This past week 
the 39th anniversary of this date, and we 
will only know a little more than when 
the FBI did the original investigation. 

This causes anger in me that the govern-
ment, who is supposed to know everything, 
has not found the murderer of this great 
man but can find the murderer of a small-
town drug addict If most people were like 
me, they would have figured out already that 
there wasn't only one bullet and there was 
no lone assassin; there were many and they 
were the pawns of the U.S. government 

Even if I'm wrong and the government 
didn't assassinate JFK, it is a shame they 
couldn't keep him protected from the 
people that disliked him the most. If the 
government 39 years ago couldn't protect 
anyone, how can they protect anyone 
now after the government has progres-
sively gotten worse at protecting people? 

The way many people see it is they think 
the government is trying to protect us by ; 

taking away our rights to take control of the 
people and turn the U.S. into a dictatorship. 
. One right that the government has been 

taking away at a fast rate, especially after 
9/11, is our privacy. Everywhere we are 
nowadays, we are on camera and being 
observed. The government has also set up 

roadblocks to make sure that everything is 
"safe" Another right that the government 
is taking away is the right to bear arms. 
This has been taken away progressively , 
with many bans on certain weapons. 

If I were the people of this community, I 
would be fighting against many of the 
restrictions that take away the right that 
we were given at birth, our freedom. 
Many people have told me that one letter 
will do nothing, but I believe that any way 
you protect, you are helping somehow. 

J U e x f t i 

Salem High School 

The demise of Kmart • 
Are we supposed to be impressed with 

the announcement that Kmart is bring-
ing in a new line of software goods? How 
much can a community stand from these 
bloated fat cats? 

Service sucks at Kmart Morale is at its 
all-time low. On die streets, people with 
any common sense avoid going into their 
stores due to the fact that only headaches 
await the unsuspecting shopper. 

One minute they announce store clos-
ings and with the same bad breath they -
broadcast that they are focusing on anoth-
er Martha Stewart want-to-be! Joe Boxer 
or Ms. Thalia will not save their butts! 

The focus should be put into service 
with an emphasis on a positive attitude. 
Focus on the customer and make their 
experience one-of-a-kind. 

The business of retailing is not for 
everyone and, in fact, something can be 
said that if that is your chosen profession 
that you might have a touch of insanity in 
your family tree. 

Can anyone tell me why Kmart is get-
ting their butts handed to them by other 
retailers? Well, I can. The customer is not 
the focus. Kmart has made a joke out of 
the old saying, "the customers comes first" 

If you really want to have a bad day, 
just enter any local Kmart and begin the 
cerebral nightmare of trying to figure out 
where anything is. Do any of the employ-
ees have a clue? 

I ts unfortunate that this thinking has 
started from the top and has finally 
reached the bottom rung on the retail 
evolutionary ladder. 

Kmart is headed for the same demise 
as the dinosaur. 

Ron Austin 
Franklin 

SHARE YOUR OPINIONS 
We welcome your letters to the editor. Please 
include your name, address and phone number 
for verification. We ask that your letters b£ 400 
words or less. We may edit for clarity, space and 
content. 

Mail; 
Letters to the editor 
Canton Observer 
794.South Main 
Plymouth, Mi 48170 

(734)459-4224 ! 

E-mail: 
tschneider@oe.homecomm.net 

QUOTABLE 

"I never had anything nice like that I wrapped Sweetie Pie up in a receiving blanket and took her to school on the bus. 
really kept her visible until I got married, and thai she went into the attic." 
- Donna Trapp of Plymouth, on her special Christmas doll 
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John Engler's political savvy 
merits Michiganders' respect 
I 

n just a few days, Gov. John Engler will leave 
office, certainly the most effective Michigan 
governor in the last half-century. 

liked, and so his great accomplishments often 
brought with them a dark underside of unpopu-
larity: Drastic overhaul of the structure of school 
finance, achieved in part by demoniiing teachers 

and their unions. Repetitive tax 
cuts, which in recessionary 
times left the state budget with 

' a massive structural deficit. Far-
j j | reaching — some would say cold 
• hearted — welfare? reform. 

Shaping of an activist —• and 
very conservative — state judici-
ary. A consistent — some would 
say mindless — devotion to anti-
abortion politics and Right To 
Life; A vast expansion of the 
unilateral powers of the gover: 
nor. i 

On balance, the record is 
extraordinary. Michigan citizens are not likely to 
see a governor like John Engler for many, many 

I have always been struck by his; 
ence. Hardly handsome, Engler is a large, fleshy 
man with short legs and a sharply receding hair-
line. His posture when sitting — tilted on the 
edge of the chair, his left leg thrust diagonally for-
ward — leaves no doubt of his direct, aggressive 
engagement His eyes are quick and appraising, 
his hand movements decisive. He is not a particu-
larly effective public speaker, but'in private he 
speaks rapidly, carries hard conviction and, if 
crossed, a certain menace. And for a man with no 
particular claims as an intellectual, his grasp of 
the minutiae of policy and the byways of politics 
is amazing. 

His capacity to see an opening, to strike sud-
denly, and to be ruthless in the exercise of power 
is unparalleled in my experience. He keeps 
reminding me of Willi am Blake's famous line, 
"how stealthy the crouch, how silent the leap." 

The case of John Kelly is instructive. A lawyer 
and former Democratic state senator, Kelly is 
widely regarded as very bright, but also the loos-
est of cannons and the quickest of lips. He also 
%ras a thom in Engler's side both in and out of the 
senate. 

Elected to the Board of Governors of Wayne 
State University a couple of years ago, Kelly also 
represented the Detroit Medical Center, which 
does a lot ofbusiness with WSU. Earlier this 
month, Engler unearthed a neglected passage in 
the state constitution that empowered a governor 
to remove a public official from his job on 
grounds of conflict of interest He called for 
Kelly's resignation and scheduled a hearing on his 
conflict. 

Last week, Kelly resigned, a victim of the ruth-

His capacity to see an opening, to strike 
M U U A H I I I AM«I ITA n- i i i iU f i f l nmr . I N U I A . U . M ' U I . 

suddenly, and to be rutniess tnmsxerciss ot 

power is unparalleled in my experience. He keeps 

renwtig me of Wliam Male's famous fine, 
'ItMUf XAIUHI UtA jurmmolh kmu «%ki4 11.. f . . . * 
nowsteaitiTymecrcocri, wsiwtne^eap. 

less, capable use of political power. And then, 
unexpectedly, Engler appointed Eugene Driker, a 
long-time Democrat and enormously thoughtfhl 
and respected lawyer, to take Kelly's place. On 
balance, the appointment strengthened Wayne's 
board. What a testament to the ambivalent out-
comes of the shrewd! 

In recent weeks, I've had the privilege of deal-
ing with John Engler and to see at close range the 
sweep of his capability. I'm the chair-elect of the 
'Michigan chapter of the Nature Conservancy, and 
when 390,000 acres of precious forestland in the 
Upper Peninsula came on the market several 
months ago, it was obviously a once-in-a-lifetime 
conservation opportunity. But the deal was vast; 
the rumored price was in the range of $150 mil-
lion. • 

We contacted Gov. Engler and his able chief of 
staff, Sharon Rothwell, to ask for help. They 
jumped into action without a pause. Engler 
announced his support for the deal and urged an 
unprecedented public-private collaboration to 
raise the money. He got the Natural Resources 
TVust Fund to pledge $10 million to support our 
bid. He wrote President Bush, asking favorable 
consideration for funding from the federal Forest 
Legacy program. He made phone calls to the 
property owners, a trust in Hawaii. 5 

And he invited the heads of the biggest founda-
tions in Michigan to lunch in the governor's office 
to pitch the deal and plead for their support. I 
never will forget the sight of the Governor of 
Michigan padding around his big conference • 
room, personally serving coffee and pie to his 
guests, while arguing that the land was simply too 
important to the future of Michigan to let it go to 
hard timbering and piecemeal development. And 
the foundations came through quickly, big time. 

It's too early to say whether we'll succeed. But 
we couldn't have got where we are now without 
the passionate, sudden, capable, detailed involve-
ment of John Engler. In my book, at least, he 
leaves office maybe.not with my full agreement 
but without doubt my full respect. 

Phil Power is the chairman of the board of the company that 
owns this newspaper. He would be pleased to get your reac-
tions to this column either at (734) 953-2047 or at 
p p o w e r @ h o m e c o m m . n e t . . . . 

Playing in snow can 
be fun when you're 
prepared for the cold 

Pjllaying outside in the snow when the 
•"'weather gets cold is great winter fun. 
• There are also some risks of becoming 
too cold, and most cold weather emergencies * 
can be avoided if you do some planning up 
front. 

When the human body falls below a normal 
area (less than 95 degrees Fahrenheit), the 
condition is called hypothermia. This occurs 
when a person's body is not able to produce 
enough energy to keep the core (internal) 
temperature at a normal level. We commonly 
think of hypothermia as happening during 
extreme cold fronts, but it can occur in tem-
peratures as high as 50 degrees Fahrenheit. 
Typically, people who become cold because of 

lequate or wet clothing are a' 
risk of developing hypothermia-

Become aware of the signs and symptoms of 
hypothermia, which can include feelings of 
being cold, shivering and sleepiness. Shivering 
is the body's way of trying to produce more 
heat. As hypothermia progresses, shivering 
stops. A hypothermia patient who is not shiv-
ering cools down even faster than before. 

Other signs of hypothermia include a lack 
of coordination, mental confusion and slowed 
reactions. If the patient is not rewarmed, 
unconsciousness will result. Unconsciousness 
due to hypothermia occurs when the body 
temperature goes below 90 degrees 
Fahrenheit. If left untreated, death can result. 

If you suspect a person is suffering from 
hypothermia, move them into a warmer loca-
tion. Remove any wet clothing and place 
warm blankets over and under the body. 
Doing this helps retain body heat and begin 
the rewarming process. If the person is con-
scious, you can give them warm fluids to 
drink. 

People suffering from hypothermia should 
never be considered dead until they have been 
rewarmed in an appropriate medical facility, 
so getting your firefighters responding quick-
ly is imperative with a call to 9-1-1. 

Frostbite can result when exposed body 
parts are in a cold environment. It can occur 
outdoors in winter or in large freezers at any 
time of the year. Body parts most susceptible 
to frostbite include the face, ears, fingers and 
toes. Depending on wind velocity, frostbite 
can occur in even a short period of time. 

Increases in wind speed have the same 
effect as decreases in temperature. If there is 
a combination of low temperatures and high 
winds, protect yourself from the dangers of 
wind chill. 

Prevention is the best means of combating 

the effects of cold weather. Whenever you 

head outside into cold Heather, make sure 

you and vour family are wearina multipie 
If MQfM a V WI * Ml ft • II « WIS (P llVvli w 

layers of dry clothing, covering all body 

parts. Loose-fitting, lightweight clothing 

in several layers is better than a single 

thick layer of clothing. 

People weakened by old age, exhaustion or 
hunger are the most susceptible to frostbite. 
The frostbitten part becomes numb and then 
acquires a bright red color. Eventually, the 
area loses its color and changes to a pale 
white. The frostbitten part must be 
rewarmed. This can usually be done quite 
easily and quickly by placing the part next to 
a warm body part, such as by putting the fin-
gers under the armpit. Do not rub a frostbit-
ten body part. 

Prevention is the best means of combating 
the effects of cold weather. Whenever you 
head outside into cold weather, make sure 
you and your family are wearing multiple lay-
ers of dry clothing, covering all body parts. 
Loose-fitting, lightweight clothing in several 
layers is better than a single thick layer of 
clothing. Outer garments are best when made 
of tightly woven water-repellent material. 
Since the body loses more than half its heat 
through the head, a wool hat is a good choice. 
Wearing mittens allows your fingers to keep 
in contact with one another, which keeps 
hands warmer. All clothing should be kept as 
dry as possible. Change out of wet clothing as 
quickly as possible. 

Keep your vehicles in good condition, to 
avoid breakdowns in freezing weather. Try to 
keep the gas tank full, and travel by daylight 
on major highways whenever possible. Keep: 

additional blankets in the car as insurance, 
along with emergency winter storm supplies, 
such as a windshield scraper, shovel, jumper 
cables, flashlight and a first aid kit Keep your 
portable telephones handy and charged. 

Tom Kiurski is a member of the Livonia Fire Department 
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aressbarn 
misses & woman sizes 4-24 

Not valid on internet and phons o r d e r s , previous purchases, fay-

aways or gift certificates. One coupon per customer. Cannot be 

combined w i th any other offer or coupon. 

Offer expires 1/5/03. Store Associates: code 408 

T A K E A N A D D I T I O N A L 

Your entire 
purchase of 
$50 or more 

For the store nearest you call 1-800-dressbarrf or visit us at www.dressbnrn .com. 
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Correct Care 
Chiropractic 
Our Holiday Special to Yxiu... 

A Complete New Patient 
1st Visit for lust 
$19.95! 

(A $480 Value!) 
(Includes consultation, exam, x-rays 

and 1st adjustment. , 
Offer good through |anuaiy 31,'2003.) 

26146 W. Six Mile Rd. 
Redford 

Between Inkster & Beech Daly 
for Your Appointment or for 

More information! 
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WAREHOUSE SALE! 
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coupon & g e f i 

3 nights 
- : f i y 

mil 

Antiques, Oil 
ratings, Tapeste 
Oriental Rugs, 

Reproduction 
Furniture from all 

over the world, 
Clocks and more 

We are a Direct Importer . 
Specializing in French, English and Italian style furniture and accessories 

Living Room, Family room, dining Room, Bedroom Sets, Desks and Home Accessories. 

20239 W. Warren Ave. • Dearborn Hgts. • 313-583-017Q 
Hours: Tuesday- Friday 10:30-6:00; Saturday 11:00-6:00; Sunday 11:00-4:30 

Closed on Mondays O8O8OS7S07 

Follow your favorite high school sports team each week in the Observer 
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Hurry! Offer expires December 31st! 
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a f te r $ 1 0 0 ins tant reba te . 

iwlih a 2-ys» s#rvics sgrswiem) • 
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Xcin 
W I R E L E S S 

Visit your Cingular store by December 31 

1-866-CINGULAR • www.cingular.com 

Cingular Wireless Stores 
A N N ARBOR (734) 669-8079 
Briarwood Mali (Kiosk in JC Penney corridor) 
(734)761-9173 j v e w 

AUBURN HILLS 
Great Lakes Crossing (Kiosk outside Marshall's) 

(248) 253-7319 N B V 

BIRMINGHAM (248) 258-3106 

BLOOMFIELD B I O S (248) 332-3439 

CLARK5TON (248) 620-6870* 

DEARBORN (313) 2774111* 

Fairiane Town Center, (Kiosk outside Marshall Fields) 

(313) 982-1416* N E W 

EASTPOINTE (586) 777-00074 

FLINT (810) 733-6061* 

LATHRUP VILLAGE (248) 557-8855* 

NOVI (243)449-1779 

PLYMOUTH (734) 451-0720* 

SHELBY TWP. (586) 566-8950* 

SOUTHGATE (734) 285-8066 

STERLING HTS. 
Lakeside Mall (Kiosk outside JC Penney) . 

(586)532-1179* N £ W 

TROY (248) 588-6780* 

WEST BLOOMFIELD (248) 538-3106 N E W 

WESTLAND (734) 427-5760' 

WHITE LAKE (248) 698-0500' N S W 

Also available-at these SEARS stores: 
A N N ARBOR (734) 994-0381* 
DEARBORN (313) 441-1520* 

FLINT (810) 733-2028* 
LINCOLN PARK (313) 389 0663* -
LIVONIA (248) 471-2937* 
NOVI (248)349-5316* 
ROSEVILLE (586) 293-2008* 
STERLING H T S . (586) 532-0460* 
TROY (248) 597-0900* 

What do you have to say?" 

Also available at thes* Wal-Mart locations: 
FENTON Wal-Mart, (810) 714-5694 NEW 
STERLING HTS. Wal-Mart, (586) 323-2731 
Also available at tfcese KROGER stores: 
A N N ARBOR (734) 998-1426 
COMMERCE (248) 366-8247 
LAKE ORION (248) 693-8316 
ROSEVILLE (586) 772-3264 
WESTLAND (734) 728-0939 
YPSSLANTi (734) 477-9052 

[ CHECK OUT OUR NEW STORES 3 

Authorized Agents 

ALLEN PARK/UNCOjLN PARK 

Metro Cell, (313} 388-6800 

A N N ARBOR/YPSiLANTJ 
Meyer (Advanced Communication), (734) 827-1C 
Wireless America. (734) 480-0304 j y f yV 

AUBURN HILLS/ROCHESTER 
Advanced Communication, (248) 364-4000 
Cellular Center, Inc., (248) 853-7755 
Meijer (AEB), (248) 393-7400 
Rapid Page & Cellular, (248) 375-5550 
Telecom USA, (248) 601-1818 

BELLEVILLE 
Cyntel Communications, (734) 699-8188 

BIRMINGHAM/BEVERLY HILLS 
Cellular Advantage, (248) 646-3600 
Star 1 Communications, (248) 290-3000* j yg w 

8LOOMF1ELD/W BLOOMFIELD 
Cellular Advantage, Inc. 
(248) 960-5700, (248) 723-8158 w g w 
Cyntel Communications (HQ), 888-329-6835 
Midwest Autotel Services, (248) 960-3737 
Pager One, Inc., (248) 538-2100 
Total Communications, (248) 745-9800 

BRIGHTON^ LYON 
MB Signal, (810) 220-8500 . 
Rapid Page, (810) 632-3300 NEW 
Sky link, (248) 486-7800 

BROWN STOWN 
Airline, (734) 692-8800 NSW 

CANTON/WESTLAND 
Airconnect, (734) 641-7114*, (734) 467-6000 

PageOne, (734) 394-7000 
PageTee, (734) 455-5100, (734) 641-8888 
CLARKSTON/OKFORD 
Appliance & Elec. Brokers, (248) 628-3333 
Champion Com muni cations, (248) 922-0800 
Meijer (AEB), (248)628-0000 
Platinum Communications, (248) 394-0699 
CLINTON TWP./OAKLAND TWP. 

Champion Communications, (586) 954-3333* 
Cyntel Communications, (586) 792-8400 [ 
Imperial Plus Communications, (586) 868-. 
MegaCel,(810) 286-3333 
Rapid Page, (810)416-0000 
DEARBORN/GARDEN CJTY 
Fox Pagers, (313) 581-1100 
Page World, (313) 323-3333 # £ # 

PageTee, (734)421-8000* 
Sound Advice, (313) 582-5599 
DETROIT/EASTPOINTE 
Advanced Communications, (586) 498-9700 
Pageland Cellular, (810) 779-6900 
PageTee, (313) 794-8000 : 

D O W N RIVER AREA 
Airline Paging, (734)285-8700 
Cellular Advantage, Inc., (734) 362-7200* 
Elite-Cell, Inc., (734)374-1020 
I-Wireless, (734) 374-1000, (313) 295-4321 NEW 
PageOne, (313) 295-4000 
Pager On©, Inc., (734) 675-1600 
Pager One, Inc. Southland Mall, {734) 374-1800* 
Platinum Communications, (313) 291 -SOOOfiiEjy 
FARMINGTON/FARMINGTON HILLS 
Metro Communications, (248) 442-9100 
Stellar Communications; (248) 476-2210 

. Wireless America, (2481478-8500 NEW 

467-6300 

FERNDALE/HAZEL PARK 
Cyntel Communications, (248) 399-3040 
Rapid Page & Cellular, Inc., (248) 542-3333 
FLINT 
Joe's Pagemaster, (810) 743-3151 
Metro Cell, (810)767-7900 
Platinum Communications, (810) 655-5757 
GROSSE POINTE/ST, CLAIR SHORES 
Advanced Communication, (586) 773-4700 
(313) 884-1000, (586) 775-5800 N £ W 
Metro Cell, (313) 417-2520 
Sound Security, (810) 776-8600 
Wireless America (586) 776-2000 N E W 
HIGHLAND 

Rapid Page, (248) 887-8495 $gJ4< 

HOLLY/FENTON 
A-1 Wifeless, (248) 634-4100 
Cellular Advantage, (810) 714-1800 
Pager One, Inc., (810) 714-3333 
IMLAY CITY 
Custom Controls, Inc., (810) 724-5800 
UVONIA/REDFORD 
Airconnect, (734) 632-9999 M£W 
Fone-Tec, Inc., (313)387-9600 
Meijer (Advanced Communication), (734) 261 -0500 
Premier Cellular, (248) 442-7100 
Rapid Page & Cellular, (734) 422-6800 

MACOMB COUNTY 
Airtime Cellular, (586) 949-8000 n£w 
Ail-Time Communications 
(586) 727-6884, (586) 725-6884 
Gold l ine Communications, (586) 336-9622 
(586) 254-7570, (586) 677-4655 
Joe's Pagemaster, (810) 245-1500 
Meijer (AEB), (586) 992-0700 
Page World, (810) 948-3000, (810) 532-8888 
Star Plus Communications, (586) 997-3399 

MONROE COUNTY 
Cellular Advantage, (734) 240-1100 

MT. CLEMENS/HARRISON TWP. 
Fonepage, (586) 783-8200 
Metro Cell, (810) 790-5900 
NOVi/NORTH VI LIE 
Cellular Center, Twelve Oaks Mall, (248) 347-0081 
Metro Cel l , (248) 449-4299 
ORION/ORION TWP. 
A & P Communications, (248) 393-7070 
Discount Video, (248) 693-4543 
ORTONVJLLE 

Pageceli, (248) 627-5857 j y g j y 

PLYMOUTH 

Pager One (Inside Kroger), (734) 454-0662 W g y y 

PONTIAC 

A 8s P Communications, (248) 332-0116 

PORT HURON 
Beeper and Cellular Outlet, (810) 385-1400 
Metro Cell, {810) 385-6913 
ROYAL OAK/BERKLEY 
American Telecommunications, (248) 288-0980 
Cellular Cellutions, (248) 582-1100 NEW 
Meijer (Cellular Advantage), (248) 265-2900 
Star 1 Communications, (248) 541-1400 . 
SHELBY TOWNSHIP 
Rapid Page, (248) 601-3333 
SOUTHFIELD/LATHRUP VILLAGE 
Page World Communications, (248) 353-0020 
SOUTHGATE 

Meijer (Pager One), (734) 282-3400 

STERLING HTS. 
Cell Touch, (586) 795-0077 m w 
Champion Comm, (586) 268-7/55* 
Hi-Tech Communications, (810)264-4444 

Meijer (Airtime Cellular), (586) 268-6880 
Metro Cell, (800) LEADER-1 . 

Premier Cellular, (586) 977-2331 

TROY/MADISON HTS, 
Cellular Advantage, (24S) 435-9800 
General Cellular, (248) 524-3232 
Imperial Plus Communications, (248) 399-5355 
Platinum Communications, Inc., (248) 879-0000 
Rapid Page, (248) 828-2739 
Rapid Page (Inside the new t 
(248) 307-2222 NEW 
Star Wonder, {248F3S2-2122 
WALLED LAKE/WIXOM 
Meijer (Cellular Center), (248) 449-1000 
Midwest AutoTei, (248) 960-4446 
Pager One, Inc., (248) 926-1100 
WARREN/R05EVILLE/FRA5ER 
Advanced Communication, (586) 774-5200 
Airtime Cellular, LLC, (586)751-0900 
Airtime Cellular, Macomb Mall, (586) 293-1400 
Cell Touch Inc., (586) 751-3777* 
Imperial Plus Communications, (586) 759-4600 
MegaCei, (810) 756-0000 " 
Wireless America, (586) 415-4200 jy£VY 
WATERFORD/COMMERCE 
Cellular Advantage, (248) 618-8000* 
Meijer (Advanced Communication) 
(248) 669-1600 WPW -
Pageceli Communications, (248) 738-6500 
Pager One, Inc., (248) 623-2100 
Skylink (HQ), (248) 363-3900 
WOODHAVEN 
Meijer (Advanced Communication), (734) 362-7000 

Authorized Retailers \ .. ( § g 1 © a a s f f i s a s e w s 
| www. lets ra ik.com/cingular 

For Wireless Service Information: 

http://wwW.fcc.gov/cgb/wirelessphone.pdf 
"Open Sunday 

.: F o r free delivery, 

calf'1-866-CINGULAR. 

Phone price and offer 
may vary by location. 

Service offer available to new and 
existing customers. 

Limited time offer. Credit 
Airtime in excess of any 

t approval and new service commitment on eligible Cinqular calling plan roqu 
package minutes will be charged at a per minute raseof $.19 to $.49. Airtime 

prorated S150 eariy termination fee applies. Promotional features may be canceled after initial term of 
ts required. Rollover Minutes: anusedpackage minutes expire: (1) after twelve months, (2) immediate! 
first month's billing. Rollover Minutes are available on Cingular Home plans'SS?.?? and higher. Cingular 
plan brochure fordetails. Copyright © 2002 Nokia. All rights reserved. Nokia, Nokia Connecting People and the 
Motorola, toe. 2002. Cingular Wireless is a registered trademark. Cingular Rollover, "What do you haw to say? a 

; with any 
measured .usage- are rounded 
contract, included lone 

,«pon 
does not 

t to taxes, universal service charge (currently $.55). gross receipts surcharge and other c h O T ^ j ^ i c h are s u b j ^ to change, 
e end of each call for billing purposes. S.79 roaming charge outside the Home calling area. S36activawnfee a p ^ i ^ A non 

calls originating and terminating within the 50 United States; airtime charges apply; international caifing is additional-Grwular Long Disance 
,o a non-ro1lwer,plan. Rolled over minutes are not redeemable for cash or credit and are not transferable. Minutes will not roll over until after the 

quarantee uninterrupted service coverage, Cingular Home Plans require either a multi-network 
• Nokia 3300 Series phones are trademarks or registered trademarks of Nokia Corporation, MC 
and the graphic icon are Service Marks of Cingufar Wireless LLC. ©2002 Cingular Wire-.ess LLC. 

r special offers. Calls sub 
) the next full minute at t 

Stylized M I ! registered in the U.S. Patent 
See contract and rate 

© 

o e o e o s a i ! 
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http://www.cingular.com
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DANCE • D I N I N G GALLERIES THEATER 

One-man show 
You've seen Jeff Daniels 

act in major movies; now 
hear him sing in Onstage & 
Unplugged, a l imited engage-
ment one-man show f rom 
Friday, Dec. 27, to Saturday, 

Jan. 4, at The Purple Rose 
Theatre, 137 Park, Chelsea. 
Daniels wi l l take to the stage 
with his acoustic guitar and 
a repertoire of humorous 
and touching songs. Tickets 
range f rom $45 to $60. 
Shows are at 8 p.m. Friday, 
Saturday and Thursday, 3 
p.m. Saturday and 2 p.m. 
Sunday. (734) 433-ROSE. 

• On the big screen 
Simba is back in the Disney 

animated fi lm, The Lion King, 
which has been re-formatted 
for the IMAX screen. See it 
through Feb. 4 at the IMAX 

, theater at Henry Ford 

'Museum, Dearborn. Tickets 
are $10.50 for adults and 
$8.50 for senior citizens and 

; children, age 12 and under. 
I Show t imes are 10 a.m., noon; 
i. 2 p.m., 4 p.m., 6 p.m. and 8 
;j p.m. {313) 27H570. 

l W Get outdoors 
Learn about those black 

and white dynamos who stop 
at your winter bird feeder -
ch i ckadees -a t 10 a.m. 
Friday, Dec. 27, at the nature 
center of Stony Creek 
Metropark near Rochester. 
Pre-registration is required. 
(586)781-4621. 

• Visit the Ice Age 
Explore the mystery of cli-

mate change f rom 1-4 p.m. 
Thursday through Monday, 
Dec. 26-30, at Cranbrook 
Institute of Science, 39221 
Woodward, Bloomfield Hills. 
The institute's Ice Ages pro-
gram includes a lecture at 

• 1:30 and 2:30 p.m. daily about 
the glacial ext inct ion of 
large animals. Visitors may 
touch mastodon teeth and 

, ^ bones, experiment wi th flow-
ing glacier models and make 

; ice age cave a r t Ice Ages is 
• free with museum admission: 
$7 adults: $5 children, 1-12 
and senior citizens, 65 and 
over; children under 2 admit-

By LINDA ANN CHOMIN 
STAFF WRITER 

The first few months of the new year 
traditionally is a time when the pace 
of arts and entertainment events 

slow and everyone catches his breath 
before spring. 2003 is going to be dif-
ferent not only on the regional level but 
in Observer & Eccentric communities. 

Blockbuster exhibitions at the Detroit 
Institute of Arts and New Detroit 
Science Center, a gala opening of the 
Farmington. Players new barn theater, 
and the Shaw Festival coming to 
Meadow Brook Theatre promises an 
exciting time for all. 

Theater not to your taste? How about 
the outdoor activity of ice carving? A 
new Detroit Symphony commission 
based on the DIA!s Diego Rivera 
murals, classical music concerts, and 
jazz festivals later in die year should put 
everyone in the swing, so pull out your 
new calendar and start marking the 
dates. 

MEADOW BROOK THEATRE 

For the first time, the Shaw Festival 
travels from its home at Niagara-on-
the-Lake to present Candida at 
Meadow Brook Theatre on the campus 
of Oakland University in Rochester. 
One of the largest repertory companies 
in North America, the Canadian-based 
festival focuses on plays by one of 
England's most prolific playwrights 
George Bernard Shaw (1856-1950) and 
his contemporaries. The show opens 
w i t h previews Wednesday, J a n . 8, a n d 
continues to Sunday, Feb. 2. For tickets 
and information, call (248) 377-3300, 

"This is the first time we've presented 
another theater company on our stage 
in our entire 36-year history, so why not 
one of the most renowned companies in 
North America," said managing director 
Gregg Bloomfield of Birmingham. "I . 
can't wait to share all this artistry. It's 
an opportunity to see what Shaw does 
in their home theater in Niagara-on-
the-Lake. People in this area are much 
less familiar with Shaw than Stratford, 
another renowned theater festival in 
Ontario." 

Set in Victorian times Mid using com-
/ to tackle heavy subject matter, 

Candida tells the story of a marriage 
that's challenged when a young poet 
enters the scene. As part of Meadow 
Brook Theatre and the Shaw Festival's 
commitment to education, related lec-
tures, post-show Sunday matinee con-
versations, and films accompany the 
nearly five-week residency by the the-
ater and its artistic director, Jackie 
Maxwell. Activities are free and open to 
the public. The first features a panel 
discussion with Maxwell and Oakland 
University English professor Brian 
Murphy noon to 10 p.m. Friday, Jan. 10, 
in Vandenberg Hall's Honors College 
Lounge. The Shaw Film Festival runs 7 
p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 15 (The Devil's 
Disciple), Jan. 22 (Caesar and 
Cleopatra), and Jan. 29 (Major 
Barbara). 

PLYMOUTH INTERNATIONAL ICE 

SCULPTURE SPECTACULAR 

If outdoor events are more to your 
liking, bundle up and head over to one 
of the oldest and largest ice carving 
competitions in America. The 
Plymouth International Ice Sculpture 
Spectacular takes over the downtown 
streets Wednesday-Monday, Jan. 15-20. 
Watch as dozens of professional and 
student carvers create hundreds of figu-
rative and abstract works. For the 21st 
anniversary, a Farmer Jack Fantasyland 
treats children as well as adults to 
frozen images of the cinema in The 
Gathering on Penniman. For more 
information, call (734) 459-9157 or visit 
the Web site at www.wattsupinc.com 

Can't sit around and wait till the mid-
dle of the month to brave the snow and 
cold of a Michigan winter? Then you 
won't want to miss world-champion 
carver Ted Wakar from Canton strut his 

ilities (including starting a youth the-
are 

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE DETROIT INSTITUTE OF ARTS 

Eleonora of Toledo and Her Son is one of the works in "Magnlflcenzal The Medici, Michelangelo 
and the Art of Late Renaissance Florence" coming to the Detroit institute of Arts March 16. 
Agnolo Bronzino painted the portrait around 1545. 

stuff with a chain saw and chisels 11 
a,m. to 1 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 4, as part 
of the 20th anniversary celebration at 
the Hands-on Museum in Ann Arbor. 

Rather not watch from the sidelines? 
Then dig right in and try your hand a t ' 
carving a block of ice in a workshop at 
the Plymouth Community Arts Council. 
Learn how to create ice sculptures like 
the professionals with Chef Richard 
Teeple, director of the ice caning pro-
gram at Henry Ford Community 
College in Dearborn. The cost for the 9 
a.m. to noon or 1-4 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 
25, sessions is $35 arts council mem-
bers, $40 non-members. All tools pro-
vided. Call (734) 416-4278 by Jan. 17-

£ 

This felt bowler hat is one of more than 250 
artifacts in an exhibition opening Feb. 8 at the 
new Detroit Science Center. 

THEATER OPENING GALA 

Join the Farmington Players ii 
brating the opening of their new Barn 
Theater, a building project that cost the 
nonprofit group $1.8 million and hun-
dreds of volunteer hours. 

The Saturday, Jan. 25, gala includes a 
silent auction (they still need money to 
pay for the parking lot and landscape), 
hors d'oeuvres, the first performance in 
the barn theater of Noel Coward's com-
edy Present Laughter, and an afterglow 
reception at the theater, 32332 W. 12 
Mile, west of Orchard Lake Road, 
Farmington Hills. Tickets are $100. 
Call (248) 219-0800. 

Housed for more than 40 years in a 
converted dairy barn on the same site, 
the new theater, in addition to offering 
a season of plays, will house community 
programming in its multi-purpose cul-
tural and education center. The possi-

"It's been five years, so it's a thrill," 
said Cynthia Tupper, who's chairing the 
event. "Every time I step into the build-
ing, it goes beyond our expectations. We 
recently retrieved the seats from the 
George Burns Theater (in Livonia), 
which is going to be demolished in 
January. The donation is a Christmas 
gift to the Players because we basically 
had run out of money. We're still look-
ing for sponsorship." 

NEW DETROIT SCIENCE CENTER 

On a more somber note, the New 
Detroit Science Center gives pause for 
thought when it opens an exhibit of 
more than 250 artifacts from the 
wreckage of the Titanic Saturday, Feb. 
8, at 5020 John R in the University 
Cultural Center. For more information, 
call (313) 577-8400 or visit the Web site 
at www.detroitscienceeenter.org 

The Titanic sank 963 miles northeast 
of New York in April 1912. 

"There's everything from small per-
fume vials and money to a door from D 
Deck that's believed to have been an 
escape route," said Kelly Fulford, direc-
tor of marketing and PR. "We'll have a 
new planetarium show, 'Night of the 
Titanic,' that shows the stars as they 
were that night and how they con-
tributed to the disaster." 

CLASSICAL MUSIC 

Dozens of classical concerts, too 
many to mention, offer world pre-
mieres, themed concerts and young tal-
ent. Watch this section and the Going 
Places calendar for dates and locations. 
Here are a few of the highlights. 

Mezzo-soprano Irina Mishura gives a 
recital of favorite Russian songs and 
operatic aria Feb. 26 as part of the Pro 
Musica Society of Detroit Series in the 
Recital Hall at the Detroit Institute of 
Arts. Mishura began her career here 
when she emigrated from Russia sever-
al years ago. Now she performs regular-
ly with the Metropolitan Opera of New 
York and Michigan Opera Theater. For 
tickets ($35), call the DIA Box Office at 

Insiders art tour 
with the BBAC 

Mahatma Ghandi once wrote ; 

"Live as if you were to die 
tomorrow; learn as if you were 

to live forever." 
These words have inspired me to 

incorporate the twin goals of living 
and learning into my daily life and 
into the art history lectures and j 
tours that I have given over the 
years at Princeton University, the 
University of Michigan-Dearborn, 
and currently at the Detroit 
Institute of Arts and the 
Birmingham Bloomfield Art 
Center. 

Thinking about an upcoming 
BBAC lecture series and tour enti-
tled "Washington Insider" brought 
back my fondest memory of sitting, 
on a rooftop terrace of the Hotel 
Washington in D.C. at sunset. The 
experience stands out for two rea-
sons. 

First, the panoramic view of the 
city, which includes the White 
House, Treasury Building and the 
National Mall, is spectacular, par-
ticularly at night. 

Second, the spot is the ultimate 
insider's hang-out. After all, the 
Hotel Washington has hosted 
countless national and internation-
al dignitaries since it opened its 
doors in 1918. 

The tour and lecture series will 
offer a variety of new perspectives 
on D.C.'s oldest and newest cultural 
attractions. The concept originated 
in my long-standing interest in 

PLEASE SEE BBAC, B 6 

Edgar Degas' wax sculpture Little Dancer 
Aged Fourteen is one of the works on the 
Washington Insiders Tour in May. The 
bronze is currently on display in Degas 
and Dance at the Detroit Institute of Arts. 
Degas incorporated hair, ribbon, a linen 
bodice, satin shoes, and a muslin tutu in 
the original yellow wax sculpture. 

WASHINGTON INSIDER TOUR 
What The Birmingham Bloomfield 
Art Center presents 
a Washington, D.C., tour guided 
by Princeton-educated art 
historian Deborah Kawsky 

When: Friday-Sunday, May 2-4 

Details: $675/person, includes 
roundtrip airfare on Northwest, all 
museum entrances and guided tours 
by Kawsky and other art experts, 
Friday and Saturday nights (double 
occupancy) at the historic Hotel 
Washington, buffet breakfast each 
day, lunch at Hiliwood House Cafe, 
mini-bus transportation on Friday 
and two-day Metropass for public 
transportation to ali tour sites on 
Saturday and Sunday, For more 
information on the tour and lecture 
series Thursday nights in March, call 

J h e W C at (248) 644-0866, Ext. 106. 

PLEASE SEE N E W YEAR, B 2 

Ballet Shoes or Wing Tips? 
Makes no difference as long as you take 
time to put your feet up, get comfortable 
and spend some time with us. 

mailto:sdargay@oe.homecomm.net
http://www.wattsupinc.com
http://www.detroitscienceeenter.org
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(313) 833-4005. 
Rackham Symphony Choir 

presents The Reluctant Dragon 
with life-size puppets from 
PuppetArt at Detroit Puppet 
Theater Feb. 28, in the Milford 
High School Center for the 
Performing Arts. For tickets 
and information, call (248) 
889-8660. 

The Community House in 
Birmingham is hosting a trip to 
see Lang Lang, a 20-year-old 
Chinese pianist, when he per-
forms with the Detroit 
Symphony Orchestra Friday, 
March 7. For more information, 
call (248) 644-5832. The $89 
cost includes transportation, 
concert ticket and lunch at The 
Whitney. 

Gaining a reputation for his 
ability to connect with audi-
ences on a personal level, Lang 
has already performed with the 
Chicago Symphony and New 
York and London philharmon-
ics. His performance with the 
Philadelphia Orchestra drew 
an audience of8,000 to the 
Great Hall of the People in 
Beijing. 

In addition to the concert 
spotlighting Lang, the DSO still 
has several noteworthy pro-
grams left this season, includ-
ing the world premiere of 
Michael Daughertys Fire and 
Blood for violin and orchestra. 
The concerto was inspired by 

the "Detroit Industry Murals" 
created by Diego Rivera at the 
DIA 70 years ago. A member of 
the composition faculty at the 
University of Michigan School 
of Music in Ann Arbor, 
Daugherty began a four-year 
tenure as DSO Composer-In-
Residence during the 1999-
2000 season. 

For tickets, call the DSO box 
office at (313) 576-5111. 

DIA 

From the outside, the DIA 
still appears in the midst of its 
massive building project, and it 
is. Hie South Wing addition 
has been completed, and the 
space-age climate control sys-
tem is up and operating. 
Shortly, the American Galleries 
will be reinstalled, but the 
blockbuster of2003 (after 
2002's Degas and the Dance 
closes Jan. 12) is sure to be 
"Magnificenza! The Medici, 
Michelangelo and the Art of 
Late Renaissance Florence," 
which opens March 16, and 
continues to June 8. Organized 
by the DIA, this landmark exhi-
bition explores the effect of the 
first four Medici Grand Dukes, 
who used art to symbolize 
power while ruling Tuscany 
from 1537 to 1631. Among the 
nearly 180 works are major 
sculptures and drawings by 
Michelangelo including 
Apollo/David, the first marble 
work ever loaned to a museum 
in the United States, and one of 
the last works he created - a 

• Deluxe Whirlpool Rooms 
Available 

• Wake up to our Special 
Holiday Breakfast Bar 

• Late Check-out of 2:00 p.m. 

Advanced 
Reservations 

Required... 

Call: 
734-458-7111 

29235 Buckingham Drive • Livonia 
(off MiddlebelE, 1 Block N. of 1-96) 

O £08052-123 

carved wooden crucifix. 
Timed tickets go on sale Jan. 

15, for $12, $6 ages 6-17. Call 
(866) 334-2784, for discounted 
group tickets (313) 833-1292 or 
online at www.dia.org 

MOT 

Sister Helen Prejean's true 
story about her experiences 
with a death row prisoner 
comes to the opera stage June 
7-15. Part of the Michigan 
Opera Theatre season, Dead 
Man Walking is performed in 
English. Sister Prejean will be 
here for a week as the company 
brings this new production to 
life. 

Composed by Jake Heggie 
with libretto by Tony Award-
winning playwright Terrence 
McNally, the opera recalls the 
Louisiana nuns attempts to 
comfort the victim's families 
and reach Joseph de Rocher, 
the man she saw inside the 
monster. It was based on 
Prejean's best-selling novel and 
the Academy Award-winning 
film that followed. 

Although not new to the 
Detroit Opera House but still 
worth noting, the MOT dance 
series continues with the return 
of the Alvin Ailey American 
Dance Theater Wednesday-
Sunday, March 12-16, and the 
Joffrey Ballet of Chicago 
Thursday-Sunday, May 8-11. 
For information or tickets, call 
(313) 237-SING or visit the 
Web site at 
www.MichiganOpera.org 

BBAC 

After the first of the year, 
Janet To mo is sending out 
savc-the-date postcards for the 

Birmingham Bloomfield Aft 
Center's new fund-raiser, 
"Summer Solstice: A 
Celebration of Light," on June 
28. For information, call (248) 
644-0866. 

"I'm really, really excited 
about a brand new event with a 
live auction and an outdoor 
installation. Birmingham archi-
tect/ artist (and Cranbrook 
graduate) Vincent Sansalone is 
doing something Christo-like to 
wrap the art center. It's a mysti-
cal sculptural landscape instal-
lation," said Torno, BBAC exec-
utive director. 

"It's a fund-raiser with danc-
ing and a strolling supper. 
We're working with the gal-
leries in town to help secure art 
for the auction." 

The arts center is setting up a 
Washington, D.C., art tour led by 
Princeton-educated art historian 
Deborah Kawsky Friday-Sunday, 
May 2-4 (see guest column). 

Kawsky also gives lectures 
related to the DIA exhibit 
opening in March. Her 
"Michelangelo and the Medici, 
The Legacy of Michelangelo: 
Late Renaissance Art in 
Florence"runs Wednesday 
mornings April 2,9,16 and 30, 
and May 7-

PCAC 

Don't miss the Plymouth 
Community Arts Council's 
year-long "Celebration of 
Women" if you're interested in 
the accomplishments of artists 
working in a variety of media. 
January's exhibit spotlights the 
talents of watercolorist Donna 
Vogelheim and ceramists Ruth 
Price and Margaret Nowak. 
Feb. 10 to March 3, the Arts 
League of Michigan brings in 

its Ait for the People. Sandra 
Hanson gives her presentation, 
"Women's History Alive," in 
March (also the month for the 
always-fun dinner auction), fol-
lowed in April by a collection of 
quilting, beading, weaving, arts 
and crafts passed from genera-
tion to generation, 

"It's part of the cultural-
diversity series. We thought 
<Why not focus on the culture 
of women?" education coordi-
nator Leslie Greeneisen said. 

Tickets are now available for 
the March 14 fund-raiser, the 
'70s Bash dinner auction, at a 
special discount before the end 
of the year. Call (734) 416-
4278. 

PCCA 

Collaboration is the name of 
the game for a new fond-raiser 
at Paint Creek Center for the 
Arts in Rochester. Pop T'Art, a 
pop art techno party featuring 
an exhibit from Detroit's CPop 
Gallery takes over the arts cen-
ter 7-11 p.m. Friday, Feb. 7- A 

is suggested. 
The show continues through 
Feb. 28. For information, call 
(248) 651-4110. 

The staff of Paint Creek 
always seems to be working on 
a number of activities and 
exhibits no matter what the 
time of year. Next year is no 
exception. Along with the 
exhibit showcasing 60 years of 
art by Zubel Kachadoorian 
through Jan. 25, they're prepar-
ing to open a display of ceram-
ics by Henry Tanaka Jan. 6. The 
Art At Home Tour follows on 
Jan. 25. Visitors will have the 
chance to view the collection of 
Gerald Yurk, who bought all of 
the works at the arts center for 

its primary fund-raiser, Art & 
Apples, held annually in 
September. 

Other events of interest 
include a March 14, lecture on 
Renoir by Michael Farrell, and 
a spring walk featuring 10 
Rochester galleries including 
Robert Head's new Project 
Photographic Gallery March 
20. In between these timely , 
events, Phase l of a building ; 
project continues to move right I 
along. By January the new , 
classrooms will be completed j 
so offices can move next door a } 
month later. 

"With the purchase of the 
home next door, we're going to 
be able to expand our facilities 
in the future," public relations 
coordinator Heather Welch 
said. "We've expanded second-
ary classroom space and 
brought the photo studio up 
from the basement and made it 
larger. It's really great. We can 
fit more students in when class-
es begin Jan. 13." 

CRANBROOK ART MUSEUM 

Although not new for 2003, 
the Post-Digital Painting exhi-
bition deserves a mention. 
Influenced by the computer 
age, 12 contemporary interna-
tional painters explore art and 
vision in the age of technology. 
The show continues to March 
23 at Cranbrook Art Museum j 
in Bloomfield Hills. Call (248) ;-
645-3323. 

A highlight of the exhibition 
is a talk by Amy Yoes, one of 
the artists, at 2 p.m. Jan. 25, in 
deSalle Auditorium. A native of 
Germany, she lives and works , 
in Chicago. , 

lchomin@oe.homecomm.net i (734) 953-2145 •. 
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, pipers and dancers gather for annual party 
BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN 
STAFF WRITER 

Barbara MacDonald Magone 
broke her finger two weeks 
before she was to perform at 
the Crossroads Ceili in Ann 
Arbor last year but that didn't 
stop her from coming home to 
Michigan and entertaining the 
crowds with her Celtic piano. 

Magone is originally from 
southwest Detroit and attended 
Holy Redeemer School so she 
supports the Scottish/Irish 
community that used to exist in 
that area when they put on a 
party. This year is no exception, 
Magone travels from her warm 
California home for the annual 
after Christmas celebration and 
workshops Saturday-Sunday, 
Dec. 28-29-

Magone says there's a trick to 
accompanying fiddlers and 
dancers and she's happy to 
share it with young as well as 
seasoned musicians in the 
workshops. She honed her 
skills from the age of 7 when 
the family spent summers in 
their Cape Breton home in 
Nova Scotia. 

"I come from a large family 
and music was a part of our 
Christmas with carols, cookies, 
lots of good food, an occasion-
al drink and tea. My father was 
a fiddler from Cape Breton so 
there was always music in our 
home," said Magone. "He start-
ed dances at the Gaelic League 
here so that's where I started 

CROSSROADS CEILI 

What A celebration 
of Ireland's tradit ional 
music and dance 

When: 
7:30 p.m. Saturday-
Sunday, Dec. 28-29 

Where: 
The Ark, 316 Main, 
Ann Arbor. 

Tickets: 
$13.50. Cal (734)761-1451 

Pianist Barbara MacDonald Magone performs as well as gives workshops in the art of play-
ing Irish music. 

The Next Generation Trio of Holland Raper (left back), Maura 
Nicholson and Kelsey lutz bring their aw.ard winning sound to Ann 
Arbor for an Irish celebration. 

learn by ear. That's why the 
Suzuki method of violin is so 
successful. They try to make it 
fim. The good, thing about play-
ing by ear is you learn to be 

musicians. 
The Cape Breton community 
is still in this area. The music 
is still important so I want to 
show them how to accompany 
fiddle. The music is not some-
thing you can learn by reading 
music. You just have to jump 
in with both feet and try it. 
Don't be afraid to try playing it 
by ear." 

That's how Magone first 
learned to play piano at age 
five. She listened to all the 
music in her home then tried to 

- pick out melodies by ear. At age 

Now her music is often request-
ed at Celtic festivals and work-
shops across the country. 

"I struggled (from age 7) for 
the next 10 years with lessons," 
said Magone. "It's better to 

Holland Raper took the 
workshops last year and she's 
not only looking forward to 
learning more from fiddler 
Seamus Connolly but playing 
her instrument and step danc-
ing at the Crossroads Ceili. The 
11-year-old Raper studies fiddle 
with Mick Gavin of Redford 
and her fancy footwork at 
Heinzman's School of Irish 
dance with locations in Taylor 
and Westland. In August she 
won second place in the All-
Ireland Competition with the 
trio Next Generation. All of the 
fiddlers in the Ann-Arbor based 
group, consisting of Maura 
Nicholson and Kelsey Lutz, are 
under age 12. Raper's been 

"I went last year and it's real-
ly fun," said Raper. "I played for 
the first time last year and was 
in the workshops last year. It 
was really fim, lots of kids, I 
enjoyed everyone learning the 
tunes at the same speed." 

Mick Gavin thinks this year's 
workshops and Crossroads Ceili 
will be better than ever. In 
addition to Magone and 
Connolly returning to teach 
workshops, they'll play the tra-
ditional jigs and reels along 
with himself, Eddie 
McGlinchey, Charlie Wilkie 
and the Detroit Ceili Band in 
the evenings. Connolly is direc-
tor of Irish Music Studies at 
Boston College. 

"The three girls are really 
practicing," said Gavin. "They're 
really good. They placed first in 
the Midwest competition in the 
U.S. but we'll also have per-
formances by three dancers. 

Gavin, flute. Seamus has a new 
book out, Forget Me Not, and 
most of the music has never 
been published before. It's 

eration. 

lchomin@oe.homecomm.net | (734) 953-2145 

Workshops: 
Fiddle and piano with 
Seamus Connolly and 
Barbara MacDonald 
Magone noon to 5 p.m. 
Saturday-Sunday, Dec. 
28-29. Cost is $25, $15 
under age 12. 

Call (313) 537-3489 
for. information 
and registration 

• ; 

playing fiddle 2% years, classical Colleen Shanks will give a tin 
violin four years. ' • whistle workshop and Sean 
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" S i S B l j r t r . k j i i A a * ! - -s 

A BRITISH SPECTACULAR WITH MUSIC OF ENGLAND, SCOTLAND, IRELAND, AND THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
WITH PRECISION MARCHING, DRUMMING AND HIGHLAND DANCING 

DETROIT OPERA .HOUSE. 
Sunday, February 9, 2003, 3:00 p.m. 

Group Sales Info: (313) 237-3409 
Tlcketmaster or Call: (248) 645-6666 
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FIRST NIGHT. 

mhwonAh 

T h e C u l t u r a l C o u n c i l 
of . / 

B i r m i r ig h n r n / B l o o m f i e l d 
presents 

Birmingham, M i c h i g a n 

Tuesday, December 31,2002 

F I R S T W I G H T E V E N T S 
First N ight F a m i l y T icke t 

$5.00 per person 
Children 12 years and under are free 

Choose from any of the following: 
Balloon Lady 

First United Methodist Church 
Fellowship Hall ; 

5:30 pm • 6:00 pm * 6:30 pm - 7:00 prn 

Birmingham Historical Museum 
Exhibits, Face Painting, Celebrity Photos 

Birmingham Historical Museum 
Drop in anytime between 5:00 pm - 9:00 pm 

Face painting 6:00 pm - 9:00 pm 

Brad Lowe's 
Fantasy E-Fex 

Puppets 
First Church of Christ 
Scientist - Downstairs 

7:00 pm - 7:45 pm 
8:15pm-

First N ight Star T icke t 

$10 per person for ail ages 
Marina is recognized 

throughout Europe as 

world-class 
composer. Marina will 

include classical music by 
Chopin and Marina's 

renditions of America's 
favorite music. 

St. JameS Episcopal Church 
8:00 pm - 9:30 pm 

First N ight N o i s e m a k e r T ickct 

$10 per person for all ages 
The Red Garter Band 

will be on hand to bring in the NewYear 
with a musical bang 

First Baptist Church • 10:30 pm • 12:15 am 

The Golden Griffon Strlngtet 
Contra Dancing 

First Baptist Church - Fellowship Hall 
Drop in anytime between 6:00 pm - 9:00 pm 

Puppets 
First United Methodist Church 

Fellowship Hall 
7:30 pm - 8:00 pm • 8:30 pm - 9:00 pm, 

Spitzer & Sons Magic 
St. James Episcopal Church •, 

Centennial hall . 
7:15 pm - 8:00 pm ' 8:30 pm - 9:15 pm 

Make a New Year's Eve Mask 
and Make a "2003" Bag 

First Baptist Church - Fellowship Hall 
5:00 pm - 9:00 pm 

First United Methodist Church 
Fellowship Hall 5:00 pm - 9:00 pm , 

Made possible by,: 
City offtinninghani 

Maggie^ftiesee ; , • 

G D h s e w e r A l c t e B t r f e 

F i r s t N i g h t J o s t c r T i c k e t 

T"1 ^ Village Players Theater 
$5.00 per adult 

$ 2 . 0 0 per child (18 yra. ami under) 
Village Players Theater 

A fun-filled musical t : 0 ° p m ' % ° ° p m 

review of 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm 
The Wizard of Oz 8:00 pm - 9:00 pm 

Tickets available prior to December 31st at 
TechnoMasters, 725 S. Adams, Birmingham, 

TechnoMasters is located on Adams between Uncoin and Maple. 
Tickets available on December'31st at TechnoMasters 

and at the door ot each performance venue, 
Payment by cash or check only. No credit cards accepted. 

For More info, call: 248-258-9075 or visit 
website: www.technomasters.com/firstnlght 

OEQS056418 

http://www.observerandeccentric.com
mailto:lchomin@oe.homecomm.net
http://www.technomasters.com/firstnlght
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YOUR GUIDE TO SUBURBAN ENTERTAINMENT 

PROFESSIONAL THEATER 

Century Theatre 
8-Track: The Sounds of the '70s 
7:30 p.m. Wednesday-Thursday, 
1:20 p.m. limited Thursdays, 8:30 
p.m. Friday-Saturday, 5:30 p.m. 
Saturday-Sunday, 1:30 p.m. 
Sunday, 333 Madison, Detroit. 
$24.50-$34,50, (313)963-9800 

Detroit Repertory Theatre 
What Next? J\\mqh Sunday, 
Dec. 29,13103 Woodrow Wilson, 
Detroit 8:30 p.m. Thursday and 
Friday, 3 p.m. and 8:30 p.m. 
Saturday, 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m, 
Sunday. Admission is $17. (313) 
868-1347 

Fox Theatre 
B.8. King with special guest 
Bobby Blue Bland; 8 p.m. Jan. 24 
at the Fox Theatre, Woodward, 
Detroit. Tickets $29.50-$49.50. 
(313)471-3279 

Gem Theatre 
Shear Madness, 333 Madison, 
Detroit. $24.50 to $34.50. (313) 
963-9800 

Jewish Ensemble Theatre 
Visiting Mr. Green continues to 
Jan. 5,7:30 p.m. Wednesday-
Thursday and Sunday, 8 p.m. 
Saturday, 2 p.m. Sunday, 2 p.m. 
Thursday, Dec. 26, in the Aaron 
DeRoy Theatre, 6600 W. Maple, 
West Bloomfield. $18-$30 with 
discounts for seniors and stu-
dents, $50 7:30 p.m. Dec. 31 per-
formance (Gala New Year's Eve). 
(248)788-2900 

Meadow, Brook Theatre 
Presents the Shaw Festival's 
Candida:6 p.m. Jan. 11, opening 
night/press night. Previews, 
Jan. 8 runs through Feb, 2 at 
Wilson Hail, Oakland University, 
Rochester Hills Tickets $19-$38-
cali (248) 377-3300 for perform-
ance times and ticket informa-
tion.' 

CHILDREN'S THEATER 

Wild Swan Theater 
Presents Owl's W/'nter Thursday-
Saturday, Jan. 23-25, a t . 
Washtenaw Community College's 
Towsley Theater, Tickets $6/ chil-
dren; $8/adults. Call (734) 424-
9591 for times and.more infor-. 
mation. 

COMMUNITY THEATER 

UMS Michigan Theater 
. Sweet Honey in the Rock with 

Toshi Reagon and Big Lovely, 8 
p.m. Friday, Jan. 10, at 603 East 
l iberty St., Ann Arbor. Tickets • 
$16-$38 Call (734) 764-2538 or 
toll-free (800)221-1229 

Novi Civic Center Theatre 
Hansel & Gretel, 3 p.m. and 7:30 
p.m., Feb. 1; 7:30 p.m. Feb. 2 at 
45175 W. 10 Mile, Novi. Tickets $10 
reserved; $12 at the door (248) 
347-0400 

Step back in time on a candlelit tour of several of the buildings in Greenmead Historical Village 6 p.m. (last tour begins at 8 p.m.) 
Thursday-Friday, Dec. 26-27. A candlelit tour provides an old-fashioned way to celebrate the holidays. Members of the Livonia Civic 
Chorus will carol in the lanes Jnd buildings in the village on Newburgh, south of Eight Mile, Livonia. Advance tickets are $5, $2 student. 
Call (248) 477-7375 for reservations. 

LECTURES/WORKSHOPS 
Meadow Brook Theatre 

Shaw: Our Contemporary 
discussion with Brian Murphy 
and Jackie Maxwell noon to 1 
p.m. Friday, Jan. 10, at the 
Honors College Lounge, 
Vandenberg Hall on Oakland 
University Campus, Rochester., 
(313) 886-9074 

Plymouth Community Arts 
Council / 

Ice Carving Workshop, 9 a.m. to 
noon or 1-4 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 
25. Introduction to ice sculp-

• tures. Cost is $35 for PCAC mem-
bers and $40 for non-members. 
A fee for ice will be due at class 
time. Class size limited call early 
to.reserve spot, (734) 416-4278 . 

UM Dance Building Studio D 
Artist interview and lecture, Bill 
T. Jones and Bjorn G. Ameian by 
Peter Sparling, UM professor of 
dance, 4 p.m. Friday. Jan. 10, at 
UM Dance Building Studio D, 1310 
N. University Court (734)764-

FILM 

Magic Bag 
Spike & Mike's Sick & Twisted 
Animation Festival runs to 
Thursday, Jan. 2, at 22920 
Woodward Ave., Ferndale. Tickets 
$7. (248) 544-3030 

. . . . . 

£21 _ _ _ _ _ 
Visit the Edsel and Eleanor Ford House and see how the well-to-do 
family decorated for the holidays. Highlightsjnclude the tree in 
the Main Hail with hand blown glass ornaments created by Ford 
Motor Co.'s Glass Division in the 1940's. On the grounds is a 3/4 
scale Tudor-like Play House decorated in a canine theme. Outside 
geese rest on the 3,000 f t . of lake frontage. Holiday tours contin-
ue through Sunday, Jan. 5, at the home, 1100 Lake Shore Road, 
between Eight and Nine Mile, Grosse Pointe Shores. Admission is 
$6, $5 seniors (age 60 and over), $3 children ages 6-12. Closed 
Christmas and New Year's Day. For information, call (313) 884-
4222 or visit the Web site at www.fordhouse.org. 

Power Center for the 
Performing Arts 

Bill T. Jones/ Arnie Zane Dance 
Company with the Chamber 
Music Society of Lincoln Center 
featuring the Orion String 
Quartet - 8 p.m., Saturday, Jan. 
11, and 4 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 12,121 
Fletcher St., Ann Arbor. Tickets: 
$20-$38 (800) 221-1229 
Meet the artist post-perform-
ance discussion, Jan. 11. 

Oakland University 
The Devil's Disciple (1897), film 
version 1959 - 7 p.m. Wednesday, 
Jan. 15, at Honors College 
Lounge, Vandenberg Hall on 

. Campus, Rochester 

HOLIDAY PROGRAMS 

Cranbrook House 
Holiday tours, 6 and 7 p.m., 
Friday, Dec. 27, at 380 Lone Pine, 

Bloomfield Hills. Park free in lot 
adjacent to house. Tickets $5 
($4/ students/ seniors) (248) 
645-3149 

Greenmead Historical Village 
Christmas Candlelight Tours of 
village buildings begin gt 6 p.m. 
Thursday-Friday, Dec. 26-27, 
music by Diane Dignan and 
DiannDupuis at the Newburg 
Church, join the Livonia Civic 
Chorus in singing carols at the 
Friends Meeting House where 
hot cocoa and cookies await; $5, 
$2 student. For reservations, call 
(248) 477-7375. Proceeds benefit 

: historic Greenmead on 
Newburgh, south of'Eight Mile, 
Livonia. 

Italian Cultural Center 
Country Christmas Celebration 
Dance hosted by the Blackberry 
Creek Dancers 7 p.m. Friday, Dec. 
27, at 28111 imperial Drive, 
Warren, potluck. Feel free to 
bring a dish to pass. Soft drinks 
and coffee will be provided, $10. 
(313)526-9432 

The Marquis Theatre 
Velveteen Rabbit, through 
Sunday, Jan. 19,135 E. Main St., 
downtown Northville, $7.50. No 
children younger than 3, (248) 
349-8110. • 

Second City 
Armen Shaomian's Christmas 
Spectacular Monday, Dec. 30, at 
The Second City on Woodward in 
Detfoit. Tickets $10. Call box 
office for times and tickets. (313) 
965-2222. 

BENEFITS 

•70s Bash 
The Plymouth Community Arts 
Council is offering holiday pric-
ing on tickets for its annual din-
ner-dance and auction on Friday, 
March 14, at St. John's Golf and 
Conference Center in Plymouth; 
Buy tickets before Wednesday, 
Jan. Land save $10 per person 
or $15 per person for a table of 
10. After Jan. 1, all tickets gre 
$75 each. "Passions of the Past: 
A '70s Bash" is the theme of this 
year's event that raises money. 
for the PCAC's educational and 
community arts programming. 
To buy tickets, donate an auc-
tion item or help the planning 
committee, call the arts council 
at (734) 41 

AUDITIONS/OPPORTUNITIES 

Deborah's Stage Door 
Auditions for senior show choir 
(people ages 13 and older), jun-
ior acting conservatory (ages 7-
11), advanced acting conservato-
ry (ages 12 and older), children, 
junior and senior ballet compa-
nies, and competition dance 
lines (ages 5 and older), at thf i 
studio in Rochester Hills, (248) 
852-8133 

Detroit institute of Arts 
Volunteers needed to help with 
Degas and the Dance, through 
Sunday, Jan. 12, flexible sched-

ules are available including 
weekdays, weekends and 
evening shifts, if you would like 
to serve as an ambassador in 
the galleries assisting visitors 
from around the world, or want 
more information about DIA vol-
unteer opportunities, call (313) 
833-0247 or visit www. dia. org., 

Farmington Community Chorus 
Chorus will hold new-member 
auditions for its spring session, 
Beginning at 7:30 p.m. Tuesdays, 
Jan. 7 and 14, at the William 
Costick Activities Center on 11 
Mile just east of Middlebelt, 

. Farmington Hilis. Accepting 
members from age 19 and older. 
For information, call (248) 471-
4516 . 

Franklin Village Band 
Adult musicians from southeast-
ern Michigan may join the 
Franklin Village Band. Ail instru-
ments welcome, but there is a 
special need for flutes and clar-
inets. The band rehearses 
Monday evenings in the Franklin 
Community Church social hall on 
Franklin Road. For more details, 
call Bill Prisk, (248) 474-8869, or 
Bob Zimmerman, (313) 535-4119. 

Novi Civic Center 
Auditions for Annie 4:30-7 p.m. 
Feb. 4 and 6 (Check-in starts at 4 
p.m.) Actors ages 7 through col-
lege age may audition at 45175 
W. 10 Mile. Audition packets 
available Tuesday, Jan. 7, at the 
Novi Parks and Recreation desk, 
(248)347-0400 4 

Oakland County Office of Arts, 
Culture £ Film 

Seeking proposals from 
Michigan artists for fine arts 
exhibition in the Oakland County 
Galleria, second floor of the 
executive building, 1200 N. 
Telegraph, Pontiac, (248) 858-
0415. 

Southfieid Presbyterian Church 
The directors of Peeking at the 
Blues (A Tribute to Bessie Smith) 
and Dance Theater of Michigan 
are auditioning for dancers, 
singers, musicians, actors and 
comedians, 3 p.m. Saturday, 
Jan. 11.18 and 25.2003,21575 W. 
10 Mile, Southfieid, call (248) 
552-5001 or (248) 942-3243 for 
audition appointments and 
directions. 

CLASSICAL 

Ann Arbor District Library 
Downtown Sounds, featuring 
The Arbor Consort, 7-8 p.m. 
Thursday, Jan. 16, at 343 S. Fifth 
Avenue in Ann Arbor; Free con-
cert (248) 327-4560 

Detroit Symphony Orchestra 
Classical Series at Orchestra'Hall 
- Scheherazade-8 p.m. Friday-
Saturday. Jan. 3-4,3 p.m. 
Sunday. Jan. 5. $15-$56; Martin 
Luther King Day Concert, 3 p.m. 
Sunday, Jan. 19, at Orchestra 
Hall. $10-825/adults and $8-$20/ 

' younger than 18. (313) 576-5111 
Northville High School 

Winter Concert Series, spon-

sored by the Northville Art 
Commission, 3 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 
12, at Northville High School 
Auditorium, 47600 Six Mile. 
Tickets $10, $7/students. Call 
(248)449-9950. 

JAZZ/BLUES 

Larry Nozero Jazz Quintet 
Performs 8 p.m. to midnight • 
Monday at Mitch Housey's Food 
S Spirits, Livonia. (734) 425-5520 

: of visit wWw, larVynozero. com. 
Southfieid Public Library 

Bluesman Robert B. Jones per-
forms 2-4 p.m. Sunday. Jan. 26, 
at the Southfieid Public Library, 
26000 Evergreen. The program 
is free, space limited-first come, 
first served. (248) 948-0470 

Vince James Trio 
Compari's, 8-11 p.m. Wednesdays, 
350 S. Main, Plymouth, (734)416-

FOLK 

Orion Township Public Library 
. Folksinger Dan Hazlett to per-

form at 2 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 12, at 
the library. 825 Joslyn, just 
north of Clarkston Road. No 
charge. (248) 693-3000 

WORLD MUSIC 

Pat McDunn 
Duke Humphries, 8-11 p.m. Friday, 
Rochester Hills, no cover, (248) 
601-1100. 

SOCIAL DANCIN6 

Dance Elite Ballroom Studio 
Ballroom/ Latin dance party 9 
p.m. to midnight DJ, open to the 

- public, Friday-Saturday, Maple at 
Haggerty (inside Bloomfield 
Avenue Shoppe II); West 
Bloomfield, $10, $9, Michigan 
Swing Da'nce Association, sin-
gles welcome, (248) 926-8522. 

Italian Cultural Center 
New Year's Eve Dance, doors 
open 6 p.m., cocktails/dinner at 
7:30 p.m., country/ western 
dancing to DJ music from 8 p.m. 
to 1 a.m. Tuesday, Dec. 31; Open 
bar-champagne toast at mid-
night - $35 per person - advance 
ticket sales only, callMarcie 
Hauler at (586) 731-8337. 

Moon-Dusters 
Ballroom dancing to live bands, 
featuring swing, fox t r o t waltz, 
cha-cha and Latin, 8:30-11:30 
p.m. Saturday, Livonia Civic 
Center, 15218 Farmington Road at 
Five Mile, $5, (248) 967-1428. 

Pvt. John Lyskawa Hall 
Inaugural Dinner Dance, doors 
openl2:30 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 5; 
1:30 p.m. dinner; 3-7 p.m. danc-
ing; at 6828 Waverly, Dearborn 
Heights; Admission: $20, no 
refunds. Includes beer and 
setups, B.Y.O.B. For tickets, call 

' (586)751-2834 or (313) 937-1316 
Rhythm 'N' Shoes 

Weekly ballroom/Latin dance 
party with disc jockey, 9-11 p.m. 
Thursday. 2172 Franklin Road, 
north of Square Lake Road, east 
of Telegraph, Bloomfield Hills, $7, 

, $6 members, (248) 334-0299. 
Sunday Dance Parties 

Ballroom dancing 8-11 p.m. every 
Sunday, White Heather Club, 150 
Vester, Ferndale, $6 before 8 
p.m., $7 after, (313) 521-6564. 

These are the final days of "Degas and the Dance," a landmark 
exhibition featuring more than 120 works at the Detroit Institute of 
Arts, 5200 Woodward. The exhibition, which continues through 
Sunday, Jan. 12, is the first to explore the artist's drawings, paint-
ings and sculpture on the Paris Ballet of the 19th century. Pictured 
is Degas' Dancer with Red Stockings, a drawing from 1884. Special 
holiday hours are 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday-Tuesday, Dec. 30-31, 
closed Jan. 1, and resume the following day: 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Tuesday-Thursday, until 9 p.m. Friday-Saturday, until 8 p.m. Sunday. 
Timed tickets are $16 Tuesday-Friday, $18 Saturday-Sunday, $8 
ages 6-17, children younger than 5 free. Call (313) 866-Degastix. 
Special walk-up, same day price for seniors age 65 and older with 
ID $10 at the DIA box office 2-6 p.m. Tuesday-Thursday, 

MAKING CONTACT: 
Please submit items for publication in Going Places 
to Linda Chomiri two weeks in advance of event. 
Observer & Eccentric Newspapers, 36251 Schoolcraft, 
Livonia, Ml 48150 or fax (734) 591-7279 

COMEDY 

Ann Arbor Comedy Showcase 
314 East Liberty, Ann Arbor 

Bill Hildebrandt 8 and 10:30 p.m. 
Sunday-Tuesday, Dec. 26-28. $5- . 
$10. Call (734) 996-9080 
D.C. Malohe, 8 and 10:30 p.m. 

. (10:30 show includes party 
favors and a split of champagne 
at midnight) Tuesday, Dec. 31. 
$25.50 at 8 p.m.; $29.50 at 10:30 
p.m. (734) 996-9080 
Steve Sabo, 8 and 10:30 p.m., 
Friday-Saturday, Jan. 3-4. $8/ 
advance-$10/ at the door 
Comedy Jamm Night! 8 p.m.. 
Wednesday, Jan. 8. All tickets $5 

Detroit Opera House 
George Carlin with guest Dennis 
Blair 7 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 18, 
$34.50-$42.50 at CC.com, the 
Detroit Opera House box office 
and all Ticketmaster outlets or . 
charge by phone at (248) 645-
6666. 

Joey's Comedy Club/Livonia 
Every Tuesday night is open mic 
night. The club also offers a 
stand-up comedy class for those 
interested in performing and 
writing comedy, 36071 Plymouth 
Road, Livonia. (734) 261-0555 

West Branch Library 
' Comedian, O.J. Anderson 

appears at noon, Saturday, Jan. 
11, at the library, 2503 Jackson 
Ave., Ann Arbor (734) 327-4200. 

MUSEUMS AND TOURS 

Detroit institute of Arts 
Continues its Friday night pro- . 
gramming, 5200 Woodward Ava 
$4, $1 children, no charge for 
Founders Society members. Call. -
(313) 833-8499 for exhibition infor-
mation, (313) 833-7900 for general ' 
information or www. dia. org. 

Detroit Science Center 
Digital Dome Planetarium show, 
continues on weekends, 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. Monday-Friday, 10:30 
a.m. to'6 p.m. Saturday, noon to 
6 p.m. Sunday,5020 John R, 
Detroit. <313> 577-8400, www. 
detroitsciencecenter.org., 

Detroit Zoo 
Kids will love The Arctic Ring of -
Life, which features a 70-foot 
see-through acrylic t u n n e l : , . / 
where polar bears swim around . 
visitors. $8 adults, $6 seniors 
and children. For more informa-
tion, call (248) 398-0900 or visit 
the Web site at www. detroitzoo. 
org. Now open 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
daily. The zoo is at 8450 W. 10 
Mile on the northwest corner of 
1-696 and Woodward, Royal Oak. 
The Detroit Zoo is always look-
ing for volunteers. To volunteer 
or for more information, call Sue 
Kingsepp at (248) 541-5717. 

Henry Ford Museum 
Museum hours are 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Monday-Saturday, and noon 
to 5 pjn. Sunday. $8.50-313.50. 
(313)271-1620. For IMAX ticket 
prices and show times, call 
(800) 747-IMAX (4629) 

Plymouth Historical Museum 
New permanent Abraham 
Lincoln exhibit, Images of. 
Lincoln, acquired from Michigan 
collector Weldon Petz, includes 
lock of Lincoln's hair cut from, 
his wound the night of the 
assassination, a life mask and 
casts of Lincoln's hands sculpted 
in 1860 by Leonard Volk, life-size 
wax figures of Abraham and 
Mary Todd Lincoln in their sec-
ond inaugural period clothing, 
36-foot-wide mural of the sec-
ond inaugural ball from 1865, at 
the museum, 155 S. Main. $3, $1 
students ages 5-17, $7 a family. 
Hours are 1-4 p.m. Wednesday-
Thursday and Saturday-Sunday. 
(734)455-8940 

Rochester Hills Museum at Van 
Hoosen Farm 

The 16-acre museum complex 
tells the story of Oakland 
County's earliest pioneers. 
Admission includes tours of the 
1840 Van Hoosen Farmhouse, 
1850 Tenant Red House and 1927 
Van Hoosen Dairy Barn. The 
museum's new permanent exhib-
it, A Lively Town, uses more than 
200 images and 100 artifacts to 
show the development of the 
Rochester area. $5, $3 children, 
students and seniors. Hours are 
1-4 p.m. Wednesday-Saturday, at 
the museum on Van Hoosen . 
Road, one mile east of Rochester 
Road off Tienken. (248) 645-4663 
or visit www. rochesterhills. org/ 
museum, htm 
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