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• Bridge open 
Canton Center Road nor th 

of Geddes and south of 
Palmer is now open a f te r 
being closed for br idge 
work. 

The bridge over the l o w e r 
Rouge River is being ; 

replaced and widened and 
was closed while prel imi-
nary work was in progress. 

It wil l be closed again in 
February or March and wi l l 
remain closed for about 
four months while the proj-
ect is completed. 

For up-to-date project 
in format ion and detour 
maps, visit www. 
waynecounty.com 
/wayneroads, or call (734) 
595-ROAD. 

• Dancing success 
Saiem High School fresh-

man Amy Caimes of Canton 
was one of three Americans 
at the Per th /Oxford Distr ict 
of the Western Ontario 
Highland Dance Association 
compet i t ion in Woodstock, 
Ontario, Dec. l a n d she 
came home a big winner. 

Caimes won four f i rst -
place medals, one second-
ptace and was part of the 
"Best in Group" t rophy-win-
n ing group. She was also 

jnamed Best Overall 
i n te rmed ia te dancer. 
{ Caimes, who has been 
Jdancing for four years, now 
;• moves up to the level of 
"Premier" Highland dancer, 
the art 's highest level. She 
wi l l spend the winter prac-
t f t i ng and wil l debut as a 
premier in Apri l . 

V She wi l l go on to the 
regional championships at 
the Alma Highland Games 
and Festival in May. 
. If she f inishes in the top 
three, she qual i f ies fo r the 
national championships in 
North Carolina in July. 

• New Year's bash 
; Reserve your space now 
for Canton's New Year's Eve 
Celebration, presented by 
Canton Leisure Services. The 
Evening of enter ta inment 
lasts f rom 7 p.m. unt i l 2 a.m. 
in the Summit on the Park 
Banquet and Conference 

•Center and includes hors 
d'ouvres, individual dinner, 
deluxe bar, champagne 
toast and a midnight snack. 

DJ John Lankford wi l l pro-
vide cont inuous entertain-
ment throughout the 
evening. Reservations can 
be made in person at the 
Banquet Center of f ice f rom 
11 a.m. to 6 p.m., Monday 
through Friday, or wi th cred-
it card by call ing (734) 394-
5480. Cost to at tend is $90 
per person. No refunds wi l l 
be given. You must be 21 
years of age to attend. 

For fu r ther detai ls of th is 
year's New Year's 
Celebration, call the 
Banquet Center of f ice at 
(734) 394-5487, or v is i t 
www.canton-mi.org. Ring in 
2003 wi th Canton Leisure 
Services. 

s L a J o y r e 

Decorative 
visions of local 
man add fl? r 

to holiday 
display. 
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Planning Commissioner Karl 
Zarbo was appointed to the 
Canton Township Board of 
TVustees Tuesday night to fill the 
term oflYustee Phil LaJoy, who 
will take office as state represen-
tative from the 21st District in 
January. 

The term expires Nov. 20, 
2004. : ^ 

"To fill the position being 
vacated by Mr. LaJoy is an 
incredible honor," Zarbo told the 
board after he was selected. "It's 
a bar that has been raised to a 
level that all I can do is strive to 
achieve it. I really will dedicate 
myself to what you folks have 

Zarbo, 53, a native of Buffalo, 
N.Y., has lived in Canton since 
1986 arid has served on the 
planning commission for 10 

years. He has served as vice 
chairman of the commission for 
the past three terms. 

A commercial real estate 
manager, Zarbo is vice president 
of operations for Livonia Mall. 

He was selected from more 
than 50 Canton residents who 
applied for the position. 

"I'm really excited," Zarbo 
said. "When I heard there were 
53 people who had applied, I 
was amazed. I am thrilled 

beyond words." 
Even Supervisor Ibm Yack 

was surprised by the number of 
residents who expressed interest 
in the job. 

" I don't think anybody antici-
pated 53 or 54 letters of inter-
est," he told the board and the 
audience. "But we're glad to see 
that much interest. And if you're 
not nominated or chosen this 
evening, don't go and hide." 

Each of the applicants will 

receive a letter from Yack, ask-
ing them to consider other posi-
tions or committee assignments 
that occur. 

Under the selection process, 
each of the six board members 
nominated one name from 
among the applicants. State law 
prohibited LaJoy from partici-
pating in picking his successor. 

In addition to Zarbo, appli-
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Carole Brooks of Canton, right, joins the chorus in a rendition of 0 Come All 
Ye Faithful. 

Chorus about more 

Community group 
uses performances 
to give back 
BY BRAD KADRICH 
STAFF WRITER 

For a lot of people, the name 
"Plymouth Community 
Chorus" conjures images of a 
small-town chorus full of peo-
ple who get together simply to 

PHOTOS BY PAUL HURSCHMANNI OBSERVER • 

Plymouth Community Chorus Director Michael Gross leads the ensemble through a rendition of Have Yourself 
A Merry Little Christmas, during the group's performance Friday at Northville High School. 

It's that misconception 
members of the chorus love to 
debunk. Their annual per-
formances more closely resem-
bling big-time productions 
than quaint concerts. 

"People are expecting a little 
community chorus that sings 
together," said Michael Gross, 

the chorus' director the last 24 
years. "What they get is a well-
produced show when they 
come to see us. Not only is the 
music incredible, but the light-
ing design, the stage design is 
all factored into what we take 
out to the audience. 

"It's a choral concert, but it's 
a production. People aren't 
expecting that at all." 

Not bad for a group that 
began modestly in 1973 but 
has since grown to 125 singers 
drawn from all over southeast-
era Michigan. Not surprising-
ly, the bulk of the group's 
members hail from Plymouth 
and Canton, but there are also 
singers from as close as 
West!and and Farmington 
Hills and from as far away as 
Fenton. 
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BY TONY BRUSCATO 
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Plymouth-Canton school officials are 
mulling over the ever-increasing possi-
bility the governor's cuts could result in a 
$5 million budget shortfall of their own. 

School officials aren't optimistic the 
state will deliver on a promised $200-
per-pupil increase in the state founda-
tion grant next year, and, for Plymouth-
Canton Schools, that could mean budget 
cuts for the 2003-2004 school year. 

"We're pretty sure we're not going to 
get the foundation grant increase," said 
Superintendent Jim Ryan. "If we don't 
get the $200 foundation increase, and 

the retirement rate goes up another 2 
percent, we could be looking at about a 
$5 million problem." 

The saving grace for Plymouth-Canton 
continues to be that it's a growing dis-
trict, and more students mean more 
state money. However, even that won't 
be enough to ward off a looming deficit. 

"We need to sit down and be very 
aggressive so the Board of Education can 
figure out how much of it we can bank 
on getting saved with an increase in stu-
dents next year, determine if we can use 
any of the fund balance, and then deter-
mine what cuts need to be made," said 
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BY JACK GLADDEN 

STAFF WRITER 

Canton resident David 
lYeadwell has been 
appointed by Gov. John 
Engler to the seven-mem-
ber Wayne County 
Airport Authority. 

He replaces William T. 
McCormick, chairman of 
the board and chief exec-
utive officer of CMS 

Energy Corp., who 
resigned because he no 
longer resides in the area 
prescribed by the Airport 
Authority statute. 

Treadwell is president 
and CEO of Heritage 
Development and a mem-
ber of the board of ASC 
Inc. He's being appointed 
to a term expiring Oct. 1, 
2008. 

"The governor called 

me and asked if I would 
be willing to do it," 
TVeadwell said. "I think 
it's interesting. There's no 
question the airport is a 
huge economic generator 
to Michigan. It's a great 
opportunity for every-
body." 

TVeadwell, who's lived 
in the Canton and 
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has new DVDs, books McNamara: 'We are not crooks' 

DID YOU KNOW 

Multimedia Collections on our 
Interact Branch that are per-
fect for the season: December 
Holidays and Gifts Kids Can 
Make? 

in 
downtown Plymouth runs 
through Dec. 27? 

S The "Help Me Make It 
Through The Day" links on our 
Internet Branch now include a 
source for information about 
school closings? 

• The library will be closed 
on Tuesday, Dec, 24, and 
Wednesday, Dec. 25? 

• Americans exchange about 
2.6 billion Christmas cards per 
year? 

WEB WATCH 

Check out these new Web 
sites: 

n TIIC r i u T f l i i i i n n i n u I Congres s h a s a u t h o r i z e d t h e 
@ T H E I A N T U N LIBRARY metric system as a legal system 

ofmeasurementin4heU.-Svby 
an act passed July 28,1866. In 
1875, the U.S. became one of 
the original signers of the 
Treaty of the Metre, which 
established an international 
metric system. 

Source: The Teacher's 
Calendar, 2002-2003 

NEW CD ROMS 

• "3D Home Architect 2002" 
• "Home Improvement 1-2-

• "Madeline Thinking 
Games Deluxe" (ages 5+) 

NEW BOOKS ON TAPE AND CD 

• "Three Weeks In Paris" -
Barbara Taylor Bradford (fic-
tion, CD & cassette) 

• "Prince Charming" - Julie 
Garwood (fiction, cassette) 

• "Blackberry Wine" -
Joanne Harris (fiction, cassette) 

• "Chesapeake Blue" - Nora 
Roberts (fiction, CD & cassette) 

• "Claws and Effect: A Mrs. 
Murphy Mystery" - Rita Mae 
Brown (fiction, CD & cassette) 

NEW CHILDREN'S BOOKS 

• "Hobart" - Anita Briggs 
(easy fiction) 

• "Ballerina Bear" - Chana 
Corey (picture book) 

• "Georgie Lee" - Sharon 
Phillips Denslow (easy fiction) 

• "Three Rotten Eggs" -
Gregory Maguire (fiction) 

• "John's Story, 1775" - Joan 
Lowery Nixon (fiction) 

NEW ADULT BOOKS 

museum.com 
9 www.pickatrail.com 
S www.tvtunesonline.com 
9 www.meachicago.org 
• www.castlewales.com/ 
home.html 

NEW CDS 

• "Sentimento" - Andrea 
Bocelli 

• "The Best of 1990-2000" -
U2 

S "Worship Again" - Michael 
W. Smith 

a "Let It Be Christmas" -
Alan Jackson 

a "The Christmas Album, 
Vol. II"-Neil Diamond 

a "The Christmas Album" -
Johnny Mathis 

B "Bayou Moon" - C.L. Bevill 
(mystery) 

B "A Fistful Of Sky" - Nina 
Kiriki Hoffman (science fic-
tion) 

B "The Angel With One 
Hundred Wings" - Daniel 
Horch (fiction) 

B "Bang Your Head: the rise 
and fall of heavy metal" -
David Konow (nonfiction) 

a "Mr. Strangelove: A 
Biography Of Peter Sellers" -

"Man Of The Century" (video and E d Sikov (biography) 

NEW VIDEOS AND DVDS 

B "Billy Bathgate" (DVD) 
B "Chaplin. Early Masterpieces: 1915-
1917" (DVD) 
B "Divine Secrets Of The Ya-Ya 
Sisterhood" (video and DVD) 
B "Star Wars II: Attack Of The Clones" 

, (video and DVD) 
a "The Wind Will Carry Us" (video and 

W e e d . T h a t 

Special Gift? 
Hand liloicn Glass 

( 7 3 4 ) 

DVD) 

B "Pride Of The Yankees" 

0 & A 
Q; "What is the Metric 

Conversion Act?" 
A: On Dec. 23,1975, the 

Congress of the U.S. passed 
Public law 94-168, known as 
the Metric Conversion Act of 
1975. 

This act declares that the SI 
(International System of 
Unites) will be this country's 
basic system of measurement 
and establishes the United 
States Metric Board, which is 
responsible for the planning, 
coordination and implementa-
tion of the nation's voluntary 
conversion to SI. 

NEW TEEN FICTION 

. B "Postcards From No Man's Land" • 
Aidan Chambers 

. a "Say Yes" - Audrey Couioumbis 
a "Mississippi Trial, 1955" - Chris 
Crowe 
a "This Lullaby" - Sarah Dessen 
B "The Divine Wind: a love story" -
Garry Disher 

@ the Canton Library is 
compiled by Laura Dorogi of 
the library staff. 

The library is at 1200 S. 
Canton Center. 

For more information about 
library programs and services, 
call (734) 397-0999 or visit 
our Web site at www.canton-
pl.org. 

BYTGNYBRUSCATO 
STAFF WRITER 

Wayne County Executive Ed 
McNamara admitted to mem-
bers of the Plymouth Noon 
Rotary Club Friday it's "been 

weeks. If the FBI is as wrong, 
as I think they are, I'll have a 
nice life in the future." 

McNamara spoke briefly of 
the federal investigation into 
his administration, contracts 
for Metro Airport, as well as 
campaign contributions. "We're 
besieged right now. It's like liv-
ing in a nightmare," he said. "I 
think we've tried very, very hard 
to run a good county." 

McNamara, a Plymouth 
Township resident, noted that, 
despite claims by government, 
"we have no campaign reform" 
and hinted that's partly the rea-
son behind the federal investi-
gation. 

"Our sin is that we raised a 
lot of money," he told the group 
of 75 Rotarians meeting at the 
Plymouth Cultural Center. 
"We've been very, very fair 
while raising it, in accordance 
with all the rules. 

"When the FBI and the U.S. 
Attorney's office get through, 
there will be a small story in 
the obituary page that says 'No 
cause for action.' That will off-
set all the headlines at the 
beginning that have been so 
disastrous." 

After addressing the noon-
time dub, McNamara said the 
investigation's sole purpose is 
to taint his administration and 
the party it runs. 

"They want to put an end to 
the Democratic Party... we are 
the Democratic Party," said 
McNamara. "Everybody named 
(in the subpoenas) was a 
Democrat Everybody on our 
butt is a Republican, including 
U.S. Attorney Jeffrey Collins. 

"We aren't crooks. We maybe 
a little stupid sometimes, but 
we aren'tjcrooks," said 
McNamara. "I feel very confi-
dent that it will work out." 

McNamara said the 
Republicans have been after 
the Democrats for years ' 
because of the damage in: 
national political races. ! ' • 

"When Clinton came, he 
asked to help him out, and we 
ran his campaign,and hecar-

PAUL HURSCHMANN | OBSERVER 

Wayne County Executive Director Ed McNamara shakes hands with Rotary * 
member Tom Kennedy after his address to the Plymouth Rotary Friday. ' 
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" '• • 'ososoagso' 

'They want to put an end to 
the Democratic Party... we 
are the Democratic Party.' 

Ed McNamara 
Wayne County executive 

ried the next time. (Republican 
Gov.) John Engler says in his 
book the worst moment in his 
life was when (President 
George) Bush lost Michigan." 

McNamara also noted that 

Plymouth city commissioner 
Colleen Pobur, who was once 
director of concessions for 
Metro Airport, are unwarrant-
ed. 

"The criticism of Colleen is 
very unfair. You can't believe 
what a process they had to keep 
honest They not only had a 
very professional committee to 
select contracts, they then sub-
mitted them to an ethics com-
mittee for their comment to 
make sure there was nothing 
wrong with the bids." 

Pobur has worked for Wayne 
County for nearly seven years 
and currently sery6s as deputy 
director of revenue operations 
for Wayne County parks. 

McNamara told Rotarians 

about some of his accomplish- , 
ments during his 16 years as \ 
county executive. "When I 
began, we had a $135 million 
deficit, we had bills in shoe 1 
boxes, we had no computers, ' 
we had to tell employees you * 
can't get paid on Friday, and we 
were actually contacting large 
taxpayers to ask them to send 
in their checks a couple of days \ 
early so we could meet payroll." 

Along with accomplishments 
in building a Hamtramck j ail, a 
morgue, a youth home, a golf ' 
course in Inkster, and a county-; 
wide health plan for low-
income workers, McNamara 
discussed the improvements a t ' 
Metro Airport. ' 

"Of course there are the reno-{ 
vations of the airport, and we 
built a .new airport terminal, 
but by far much more impor-
tant is we put in two new run- ' 
ways," he said of the $120 mil- ; 
lion project. "It's been almost 
10 years since a major runway . 
has been opened in the United * 

"We also have Willow Run asf 
well as Metro Airport and have 
25,000 undeveloped acres that 
run between them. 
Conceivably, in the next 10-20 ^ 
years, you're going to see unbe-f 
lievable development taking 
place down there, the kind that' 
provides tax base and jobs" 

% . ' • * 
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Ficano faces tough budget decisions 
BY HUGH GALLAGHER 

StAFF WRITER 

; When Robert Ficano is 
sworn in Jan, 2 as Wayne 
County's third chief executive, 
he will face daunting chal-

air travel over the last year, 
Ficano said. He said a reduc-
tion in the tax would probably 
not mean a reduction in park-
ing fees, as many vendors are 

The county is looking at an 
estimated $50 million deficit, 
which will require cutting 

area's economy continues to be 
weak; and federal and state 
investigators have subpoenaed 
county records tin contracts 
from the current administra-
tion of Edward McNamara. 

Stilt, during an interview last 

even as he battled a cold and 
the logistics of leaving his job as 
sheriff and moving into the 
executive's office. 

The transition began in 
September and October before 
the general election. Ficano, 
who lives in Livonia, said that 
in recent weeks committees 
have been formed and final 
reports are due today for final 
recommendations. 

On Nov. 22, the FBI and 
State police took files from 
county offices, causing a blip in 
the process. 

"For three, four, five days 
after subpoenas were served, 
everything came to dead stop in 
the building. That meant that 
any transition that was going 
on was by institutional memory 
of people going back and forth." 

MeanwhilerFicano, who has • 
served as Wayne County sheriff 
since 1983, and his staff have 
been meeting with his replace-
ment, Warren Evans, who was 
selected by a committee to fill 
out the last two years of 
Ficano's term. 

BUDGET IS TOP CONCERN 

First up on Ficano's agenda is 
the budget problem. 

Ficano has been meeting 
with legislators about proposals 
to change the airport parking 
tax. An attempt to change the 
tax last year was narrowly 
defeated. The SOrpercent tax 
on parking at the airport and at 
private lots within five miles of 
the airport has been worth up 
to $16 million a year to the 
county's general fund. 
' Legislators are looking to cut 
the tax in half and distribute 
money to out-state airports, the 
city of Romulus and Wayne 
County. Hie airport parking tax 
Jias already been taking in less 
Tevenue because of a decline in 

planning to keep rates the same 
and pocket the difference. Hie 
vendors have been lobbying for 
the reduction. 

"We've been trying to coun-
terbalance that I had breakfast 
with the Wayne County delega-
tion, I was up there yesterday 
(Dec. 10). I was allowed to 
speak with the Democratic cau-
cus, met with Rick Johnson 
(the Republican speaker) and 
we're hopeful of success," 
Ficano said. 

INDIGENT HEALTH CARE 

Ficano is suggesting that if 
the legislature keeps the tax at 
30 percent they could earmark 
the money for indigent health 
care in Wayne County. 

Administrators a t several 
county hospitals have told him 
they're concerned about cuts to 
indigent health care. 

"We're going to have a sepa-
rate conference on indigent 
health care, because eventually 
all that problem comes to them 
at their emergency room. They 
(indigents) go to their emer-
gency room and that drives up 
your cost and my cost." 

He said if the county can't 
pay for those services, the state 
must provide the care at a 
greater cost to taxpayers. 

— I n additiorcrthecountyiaces— 
a $2 million cut in revenue-
sharing money, with more cuts 
expected in March when the 
new governor, Jennifer 
Granholm, has a chance to 
review the budget. 

STREAMLINING 

On the other side, Ficano is 
looking at streamlining county 
government. 

"What we're doing is priori-
tizing programs and their costs, 
seeing if there are any duplica-
tion, We're looking at what the 
salaries are for staff, and we're 
seeing what the cost is of dupli-
cation of position and those 
kind of things. We'll be reduc-
ing some salaries, staff and 

I 

TOM HAWLEY j OBSERVER 

Robert Ficano will be sworn in Jan. 2 as Wayne County's third chief executive. 

and Willow Run airports. He 
said the 2006 Super Bowl will 
also help spur development. 

ETHICS ISSUES 

The sheriff is taking a wait-
and-see approach to the cur-
rent McNamara investigation. 
The FBI has subpoenaed cam-
paign records from many 
prominent Democrats with ties 
to McNamara including gover-
nor-elect Granholm, County 
Prosecutor Michael Duggan 
and Redford Supervisor and 
congressional candidate Kevin 
Kelley. ̂  

In an interview with a 
Detroit daily, Ficano has said 
he is against the county paying 

tracts, which is at the heart of 
the investigation of the 
McNamara administration. 

Ficano said whether true or 
not, there is a perception that 
things aren't fair in Wayne 
County. 

"We want to make sure that 
even if you bid for a contract 
that if you don't get it, you walk 
away and feel you had a fair 
shot." '*-> 

Ficano has been meeting 
with auto executives to discuss 
their procurement procedures 
and has enlisted the aid of the 
Procurement Association to 
help him formulate a policy. 

He is also looking at partner-
ships with private companies 
and other units of government. 

—As an example, he said he's ~ 
been discussing developing an 
after school program modeled 
on the UAWs partnership with 
the auto companies. 

He is also looking at combin-
ing buying with some of the 
county's financially strapped 
communities to realize savings 
from an economy of scale. 
' "Everybody buys cars, tires 
for cars, things like that Your 
buying power's much greater if 
you do that" 

He has also been meeting 
with other leaders, including 
Republicans. He said he'll be 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

At the center of Wayne 
County economic development 
is the county's two airports, 
which are now under the con-
trol of an independent authori-
ty. 

"We've had several meetings 
with Wayne Doran, who's the 
chair of the airport authority. I 
think he's very sincere about 
wanting to work with us. He's 
full of good ideas, great ideas 
about how he wants to partner 
with us for economic develop-
ment." 

The executive-elect sees the 
1-275 and 1-94- corridors as 
vital for county development, 

is particularly interested in 

criminal charges. 
Ficano will make some 

changes to address some of the 
ethical concerns raised during 1 

McNamara's administration. 
He said he will appoint an 

inspector general to look at 
ethical conflicts. In addition, 
he said all appointees will be 
asked to sign an agreement 
that will prohibit them from 
taking a job with anyone they 
procured a contract with for up 
to a year after leaving office or 
from joining a lobbying firm 
that has lobbied their depart-
ment for up to a year after 
leaving office. 

Ficano said he shares 
McNamara's concerns about 
new rules imposed by the 

Wayne County Executive 
Elect Robert Ficano'annou; 
last week that Faylene Owen is 
serving as chairwoman of |ijte 
Inaugural Celebration | I; 
Committee. ! M; 

"I am excited to have some-
one with Faylene's experience 
and reputation to guide the 
planning of our inaugural I 
events," Ficano said.; ! 

Owen previously served!as a 
member of the Inaugural j 
Committee for President Bill 
Clinton and as the head of the 
Inaugural Committee for Gov. 
James Blanchard. She current-
ly is the president of Mica Corp. 

"Bob Ficano is a superb pub-
lic servant, and I am proud to 
serve with so many to plan his 
inaugural celebration," Owen 
said. 

The Ficano Inaugural 
Celebration activities include: 

10 a.m. Thursday, Jan. 2: 
Swearing-in ceremony on the 
steps of the Wayne County 
Building, 600 Randolph, 
Detroit. The swearing-in is 
open to anyone. 

8 a.m. Friday, Jan. 3: 
Ecumenical prayer breakfast at 
Greater Grace Temple, 23500 
W. Seven Mile, Detroit. Tickets 
are free to anyone. Admission 
is by ticket only. 

attracting high-tech companies, county commission on con-

Ficano said some scheduled 
salary increases for January 
will be frozen. 

The streamlining blends into 
other changes Ficano wants to 
make in county government 
He is particularly concerned 
about the letting of county con-

have been successful for 
Oakland County Executive 
Brooks Patterson. He is also lis-
tening to a Wayne County 
Republican leader. 

"I've met many times with 
Tom Yack out in Canton. In fact 
he's been on some of our transi-
tion things, about how he gets 
results and how he brings fami-
ly orientation to the communi-
ty. I'm impressed with how he 
does that" 

many with ties to the already-
existing automobile industry. 

Ficano said he doesn't see 
economic development in 
terms of competing with 
Oakland and Macomb counties 
for companies. He said if 
Oakland county were to get a 
major tenant, Wayne County 
could benefit by attracting a 
supplier to that industry. 

"A Boeing moving from 
Seattle to Chicago rarely, rarely 
occurs. That's why it's big news 
when it does. Your economic 
development comes from exist-
ing and growing businesses 
around you." 

Ficano said the Pinacle " 
Aeropark project, south of 
Detroit Metro Airport, is still 
viable as well as other develop-
ments centering around Metro 

tracting. 
"The pendulum has swung 

almost completely the other 
way and there is paralysis. I 
know from my own experience 
- six months to order toilet 
paper for the jail. I think there 
has to be a review. The system 
has to be perceived as fair, a 
level playing field." 

Ficano is looking forward to 
his inauguration, which, he 
says, is the fulfillment of the 
immigrant dreams of his 
grandfather and father who 
came from Italy. 

"They would never be able to 
imagine that this country 
would be so full of that kind of 
opportunity, although that's 
why they were coming he. I 
wish my grandfather were here 
for it." 

Jan. 4: Ficano Family Fun-
Land event at The Parade 
Company, 9600 Mount Elliott, 
Detroit. Tickets are free to any-
one. Admission is by ticket 
only. 

Noon Wednesday, Jan. 8: 
Senior Citizens Luncheon at 
the Hyatt Regency Fairlane 
Town Center, Dearborn. 
Tickets are free. Admission is 
by ticket only. 

7:30-11 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 
18: Inaugural celebration 
evening at the Detroit Institute 
of Arts, 5200 Woodward, 
Detroit. The evening is black-
tie optional and is open to the 
community Tickets are $50 
each and available from the 
Ficano Inaugural Committee 
office at (734) 354-3603 and at 
all Ticketmaster locations. 
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Schoolcraft College's Radcliff Center in Garden City 
can prepare you for a career where protecting and 
serving are part of the job. The programs include: 

•Criminal Justice & Police Academy 

•Emergency Medical Technology 

•Fire Technology 
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•Health Information Technology 
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Problems force plane to 
miss Mettetal runway 

OBITUARIES 

A small plane received sub-
stantial damage Sunday after 
rolling across Joy Road near 

No one was injured in the inci-
dent. 

Canton Police Sgt Todd 
Mutchler said a 30-year-old 
Canton man was piloting the 
plane that apparently devel-
oped electrical problems short-
ly after takeoff, Mutchler said 
the pilot started to land but 
changed his mind because of 
the electrical problems. 

"When he was making his 
third landing approach, he 
called out a Mayday on his 
radio but because of the electri-
cal problems he wasn't sure he 
was being heard," Mutchler 
said. "He wasn't getting com-

munication back from 
Mettetal," After calling out the 
Mayday, the man landed the 

was a little farther down the 
runway than normal. 

While the plane's brakes were 
working, he was not able to 
stop it from going off the run-
way and crossing Joy Road. 

"The pilot estimated he 
crossed Joy Road going about 
30 miles an hour," Mutchler 
said. "Luckily there was no traf-
fic on Joy at the time" 

The man was not hurt but 
damage to the Cessna was esti-
mated at between $3,500 and 
$5 ,000. The propeller was bent 
after hitting the ground. 

The accident is being investi-
gated by the FAA. 

CAMPUS NEWS 

! following students from 
n received scholarships 

Schoolcraft College 
The: 

Canton 
from their departments for the 
winter 2003 term: Staci Boos, 
mathematics; Carmen 
Breslawski, art; Lori Brown, 
practical nursing; Deepak 
Chawdhory, marketing and 
applied management; Gregory 
Davis, communication arts; 
Grant Dilworth, associate 

/ 
UPDATE 

Presented by 
tods 08 Center For Physical Therapy 

AFTER KNEE REPLACEMENT SURGERY 
ftitients are usually encour-

aged to stand and walk within 
tours of their knee-replacement 
surgery. It is not unusual tor 
patients to experience some tem-
porary pain in one of the primary 
focuses of rehabilitation is 
strengthening the quadriceps 
muscle at the front erf the thigh 
as a means of reducing stress on 
the knee and stabilizing the joint. 
Beyond that, the physical thera-
pist wiil introduce exercises 
designed to increase range of 
motion, thereby ensuring future 
flexibility. Because the rehabilita-
tion following knee-replacement 
surgery is critical to overall suc-
cess of the operation, it is impor-
tant for patients to become active 

participants in their recoveries, 

To ensure that you're able to 
perform your daily tasks and fully 
[participate in accustomed activi-
ties in the shortest possible time, 
ask your physician for a referral 
to the HANDS ON CENTER FOR 
PHYSICAL THERAPY. You'll find 
our state-of-the-art facilities, 
staffed with experienced physical 
and massage therapists, conven-
iently located in Plymouth, at 
650 South Main Street. To learn 
more about our wide range of 
services, please call 455-8370. 
Treatments are provided in 
closed rooms for your comfort 
and privacy. Evening treatment 

i may put too mucfr strain on the new joint, 
kne&*eplacenmt patients are advised to avoid risky movements as 
twisting their knm or engaging in high-impact activities. 
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Harold B. "Hal" Smith 
Services for Harold Smith, 

74, of Canton were held Dec. 13 
at the THnity Evangelical 
Presbyterian Church with the 
Rev. William C. Moore officiat-' 

Presbyterian Church Building 
Fund, 10101 Ann Arbor Rd., 
Plymouth, MI 48170. 

Arrangements made by 
Vermeulen Funeral Home. 

Andrews Catholic Church in 
Detroit and St. Anselm 
Catholic Church in Dearborn 
Heights. She loved gardening 
flowers and vegetables. In 
2001 she won an award certifi 

degree nursing; Julie Frayne, 
practical nursing; Stacie Lamp, 
child and family services; 
Francine Meutcheho, political 
science; Tabassum Siddiqui, 
child and family sendees; 
Ramandip Singh, mathematics; 
Naseemunissa Syed, physics; 
Kellie Symond, criminal justice; 
Mihaela Urdea, computer infor-
mation systems; and Deanna 
Wilkerson, foreign language. 

Memorial Park in Livonia. 
Mr. Smith was born Jan. 10, 

1928 in Detroit and died Dec. 9 
in Canton. He resided in 
Canton for the past 17 years 
(previously of Murfreesboro, 
Tfenn., where he lived for four 
years). He graduated from 
Wayne State University and 
worked at Ford Motor 
Company for 36 years as a 
process engineer at the 
Dearborn Assembly Plant, 
retiring in 1981. He moved to 
Tennessee to build the Nissan 
Plant in Smyrna as a project 
manager, retiring in 1985. He 
returned to Michigan and 
helped with the building of the 
Nissan Research and 
Development Plant in 
Farmington Hills, retiring in 
1993. 

He was a member ofTrinity 
Presbyterian Church for the 
past 15 years. Previously he , 
was a member ofTrinity 
Baptist Church for 40 years, 
and a member of Gideon's 
International. He served in 
local churches for 50 years. He 
organized Bible studies in auto 
plants and churches across the 
country. 

He worked in a prison min-
istry, and worked with missions 
in Detroit. He loved to camp 
and travel. His personal 
accomplishmentslnclude the " 
launching of 102 models of • 
Ford products and the develop-
ment of Nissan Products in the 
USA. Most of all his ability to 
love, and share his love of the 
gospel with all, the love of his 
family and a world of friends. 

Survivors include wife, 
Dorothy M. Smith of Canton; 
son, Harold B. (Judy) Smith of 
Carol Stream, 111.; daughter, 
Debbie (Jim) Blazaitis of 
TVaverse City; grandchildren, 
Andrew and Kevin Smith, 
Regan (Drew) Urban, and 
Carianne (Rocco) Franco;; 
great-grandchildren Hallie 
Franco and Maleah Urban. 

Memorial contributions may 
be made to Gideons 
International, 11532 Parkview, 
Plymouth, MI 48170 or Trinity 
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she opens a little jewelry 
box from our store, and 
you see her turn into 
a little girl right in 
front of your eyes. 
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A Division of leisure services 

'Everyone has that 
"difficult someone who has everything "on their 
holiday gift list. Let Canton Leisure Services ease your 
stress...Glve them the gift of health!! The summit now 
offers monthly as well as annual memberships. 

Purchase alft certificates far stocklna [ 
staffers redeemable for merchandise, 
classes, persona! training or memberships. 

Call our Holiday Gift line m- lnm...TM-$M-mm 
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Dorothy Bessie East 
Services for Dorothy East, 92, 

of Plymouth were held private-
ly. 

Mrs. East was born June 7, 
1910 and died Dec. 13 at home. 
She worked all her life as a 
school teacher. 

Survivors include husband, 
Elmer H. East; daughter, Sally 
(Gary) Galliers and Polly 
(Powell) Kingsley; seven grand-
children; and six great-grand-
children. 

Arrangements made by L. J. 
Griffin Funeral Home Canton 
Chapel. 

Grace E. Eising 
Services for Grace E. Eising, 

93, of Canton Township were 
held Dec. 16 at the L.J. Griffin 
Funeral Home Canton Chapel 
with burial at Glen Eden 
Cemetery in Livonia, 

Mrs. Eising was born July 31, 
1909 and died Dec. 13 at the 
Plymouth Court Nursing Home 
in Plymouth Township. She 
worked in sales at Hudson's 
Department Store. 

Survivors include husband, 
John C. Eising; and sons, 
Robert W. and Gerald C. 

Arrangements made by L. J. 
Griffin Funeral Home Canton 
Chapel. 

6,1914 in Mastondon 
Township, Mich., and died Dec. 
14 in Plymouth. He enjoyed 
living in the Plymouth commu-
nity for 43 years. He was 
employed by Burroughs for 18 

cate for the beautiful flowers years and retired from Dunn 
she planted around her home Steel. He was also self-
in Dearborn Heights. She employed with the Perlongo 
loved to cook for her family and Excavating and Cement busi-
enjoyed family gatherings. Her ness. He was a veteran of 

World War II, and served as a 
staff sergeant in the Tank and 
Amphibious Equipment group. 
In his retirement, he volun-
teered his services for the food 
banks and taking friends to 
doctor and other appointments. 
His kindness, patience and per-

number one hobby was flowers. 
Mrs. Adams was preceded in 

death by her husband John, 
who was retired chief of the 
Detroit Fire Department Arson 
Division. 

Survivors include daughter, 
Ilene (Zenner) Grzegorek of 
Media, Pa.; son, John (Carolyn) 
Adams of Plymouth Township; 
nine grandchildren; and six 
great-grandchildren. 

Arrangements made by 
Schrader-Howell Funeral 
Home. 

Emily M. Adams 
Services for Emily Adams, 

88, of Dearborn Heights were 
held Dec. 16 at S t Kenneth 
Catholic Church with the Rev. 
Joseph Mallia officiating.. 
Burial was at S t Hedwig 
Cemetery in Dearborn Heights. 

Mrs. Adams was born Nov. 2, 
1914 in Detroit and died Dec. 
13 in Livonia. She was an 
owner/operator of Michael's 
Bar in Detroit for 50 years. For 
the last eight years, she worked 
for Jennie's Pierogi's in Garden 
City. She loved working at the 
bar and then later at the 
PierogiShop. She came to the 
Dearborn Heights community 
in 1965 from Detroit 

She was a member of St. 

Kevin Michael Riley 
Services for Kevin Riley, 24, 

of Canton were held Dec. 17 at 
St. Thomas a'Becket Catholic 
Church with the Rev. C. 
Richard Kelly and the Rev. Stan 
Milewski officiating. Burial 
was at Holy Sepulchre 
Cemetery in Southfield. 

Mr. Riley was born Aug. 29, 
1978 in Ironton, Ohio and died 
Dec. 12 in Ann Arbor. He was a 
sales clerk for Blockbuster 
Video. He graduated from 

. Plymouth Canton High School 
in 1997. 

Survivors include' parents, 
Michael and Cinda Riley; sister,—Home. 
Kristin Riley; grandparents, 
George and Bernice Riley and 
John and Irene Opanowski. 

Memorial contributions may 
be made to the Brain 
Aneuryism Foundation, 12 
Clarendon St , Boston, MA 
02116. 

Arrangements made by 
McCabe Funeral Home Canton 
Chapel. 

sonal sincerity will be a great 
loss to all. 

Mr. Perlongo was preceded in 
death by brothers, James, 
Herman, Nandino and 
Dominic. 

Survivors include wife of 49 
years, Pauline; children, Sharon 
(David) Pinion of Sparta, Tenn., 
Debbie (David) Eisenlord of 
Brooklyn, Donna Duke of 
Plymouth, Joni (Richard) 
Moore of Canton, and Greg 
(Sabrina) Perlongo of 
Cookeville, Tenn.; 12 grandchil-
dren; eight great-grandchil-
dren; sisters, Mary Johns of 
Gasstra, Midi., Adeline Welch 
of West Virginia, Jenny Viery of 
Virginia, Francis Dally of 
Maion, Ohio, and Stella Bray of 
Ann Arbor. 

Memorial contributions may 
be given to the Angela Hospice. 

Arrangements made by 
Schrader-Howell Funeral 

Joseph Perlongo 
Services for Joseph Perlongo, 

88, of Plymouth were held Dec. 
17 at the Schrader-Howell 
Funeral Home with the Rev. • 
Jeffrey Noble officiating. Buridl 
was at Knollwood Cemetery in 
Canton. 

Mr. Perlongo was bora Oct. 

Mary Ann Hrycaj 
Services for Mary Ann 

Hrycaj, 51, of Plymouth were 
held Dec. 19 at Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help. 

Mrs. Hrycaj was born May 3, 
1951 in Detroit and died Dec. 15 
in Farmington Hills. She was a 
housekeeper for a hotel. 

Survivors include husband, 
Eugene; son, Christopher 
(Jennifer); daughter, Pamela; 
sister, Patricia Trybus; and 
brother, Alexander Kasner. 

Share a "Memorial Tribute" 
with the family at griffinfuner-
alhome.com. 

Arrangements made by L. J. 
Griffin Funeral Home Westland 
Chapel. 
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Salem grad chosen for Canton officers attend training sessions 

Reitz 

business 
Nicole Reitz figured she'd 

get a chance to hear some of 
the country's top business 
executives talk about how they 

handled tough 
times when she 
attended the 
Business Today 
International 
Conference 
XXVIII in 
New York last 
month. 

She wasn't 
disappointed. 

Reitz, a 1999 
Plymouth 

Salem High School graduate 
and a student at Northwestern 
University, was chosen to 
attend the conference, which 
provided an opportunity for 
accomplished college students 
and senior executives to 
debate and discuss the ethical 
and operational dilemmas that 
have recently plagued the 
business community. 

Reitz was among 210 stu-
dents from 92 schools in 16 
nations to attend. Sixty of the 
students selected, including 
Reitz, were members of the 
National Society of Collegiate 
Scholars. NSCS is an honors 
organization recognizing out-
standing academic achieve-
ment among first and second 
year college students and 
encouraging members to 
develop leadership skills 
through community service. 

Among the speakers were 
Ralph Nader, Joseph 
Berardino (former CEO, 
Arthur Andersen), and 
Catherine R. Kinney (presi-
dent and Co-COO, New York 
Stock Exchange). According to 
Reitz, Nader "spoke extremely 
passionately" about civic 
responsibility even through 
troubled economic times, 
while Berardino "dealt bravely 
with many questions on the 
ethical issues" that faced 
Andersen with the fall of 
Enron as well as his own per-
sonal views of the incident. 

And, while those speakers 
were good, Reitz said her 
favorite was Chip Perry, presi-
dent and CEO of 
AutoTVader.com. Perry talked 
about the qualifications of 
having a successful "dot com" 
business, and gave some 
specifics as to the fall of other 
Internet-based companies. 

"Overall, I felt I gained 
excellent exposure to new peo-
ple and ideas throughout the 
conference," said Reitz, the 
daughter of Dennis and Cheryl 
Reitz of Plymouth. "I was 
afforded networking connec-
tions with students and indus-
try leaders that will serve me 
well in the future." 

The conference focused on 
the issue of corporate leader-
ship under adversity and 
addressed three main themes: 
Restoring growth and 
progress, business ethics and 
oversight, and managing peo-
ple. More than 85 senior exec-
utives in industries ranging 
from finance to retail markets 
were there. 

During executive seminars, 
panel discussions, and keynote 
addresses, students got a 
chance to challenge executives 
on a broad range of issues. 

Business Today was founded 
in 1968 by Steve Forbes, Jon 
Pearl, and Mike Mims while 
undergraduates at Princeton 
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University. The goal of the 
organization is to bring 
together the most promising 
business minds of the future 
with the most successful busi-
ness minds of the present. For 
more information about 
Business Today, please contact 
Robert Mulcare by e-mail at 
rmulcare@princeton.edu. The 
Business Today website is 
located at www.businessto-
day.org. 

Two Canton police sergeants 
recently completed Eastern 
Michigan University's Staff and 
Command School. 

The 10-month school, which 
began in February, focused on 
personnel management, inci-
dent command, organizational 
behavior and budgeting, Scott 
Hilden and Mark Schultz par-
ticipated in this year's school. 

"One of the most useful 
aspects of the course was to 
meet and talk to people from 
all the other police agencies," 
said Hilden, a 10-year Canton 
veteran. 

POLICE BRIEFS 

"I found it helpful to compare 
how they do business with how 
we do business. We had the 
opportunity to share a lot of 
real-life experiences with peo-
ple in the profession." 

Schultz said he learned 
numerous ways to improve 
himself as a supervisor. 

"We also learned that there's 
no one best way to supervise," 
he said. 

Graduation ceremonies were 

held in recently in Ann Arbor. 
Canton Public Safety Director 
John Santomauro, an instruc-
tor in the course, was the 
keynote speaker. 

Students spent one week 
each month attending courses. 
Officers had home work and a 
term paper to complete. 

Hilden studies how technolo-
gy and training have reduced 
the number of officers killed in 
the line-of-duty. 

Schultz, a Canton officer for 
more than 12 years, looked at 
staffing problems in the are of 
police dispatching. 

"It's really a national prob-
lem "he said. "There are a . 
number of factors. Stress is 
one. 

The public sector also has a 
difficult time competing with 
the private sector in terms of 
wages and perks." 

The program counts as six 
classes toward a master's 
degree. 

Both Hilden and Schultz 
plan to complete advanced 
degrees at Eastern Michigan in 
interdisciplinary technology 
with an emphasis in police 
supervision. 

Got a good story idea? 
Give us a call at 
(734) 459-2700. 

WHILE SUPPLIES LAST 

THURSDAY AND FRIDAY, DECEMBER 19 AND 20 
SET OF THREE SNOWFLAKE BEARS 

50.00 PURCHASE 
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jackets. Reg. 185.00-200.00. IN LADIES'SPORT^VEAR. AVAILABLE IN PABISAJJ . 

IN ACCESSORIES. WOMAN IN SELECTED STORES. 

THURSDAY AND FRIDAY. DECEMBER 19 AND 20 

BRING IN THIS SHOPPING PASS FOR EXTRA SAVINGS 
ON ALL SALE AND CLEARANCE PURCHASES. APPAREL FOR MEN. WOMEN 
AND CHILDREN. PLUS. SHOES. ACCESSORIES AND HOME 

NO EXCLUSIONS! 

(20% OfffV 

a n * 
OfSttOf, 

3HER c o « s 
suns , . I 

PfSSGK oscô  
G0SWP 

on 

GIVE THE GIFT OF CHOICE - THE PARISIAN GIFT CARD! 
A V A I L A B L E THE STORE FOR 5 . 0 0 AND UP. I T ' S A GREAT L A S T - M I N U T E GIFT 

THAT S U I T S E V E R Y O N E ' S TASTE AND IS F L E X I B L E TO ANY BUDGET. 

YOU'RE SOMEBODY SPECIAL 

GET $1,000 PAID OF ON YOUR PARISIAN CREDIT CARD, 
i WILL BE PICKED EVERY DAY FROM NOW UNTIL 

TUESDAY. DECEMBER 24. SEE AN ASSOCIATE FOR DETAILS. 

INTERMEDIATE M A R K D 0 W N S MAY HAVE B E E N TAKEN. 

STORE HOUR'S:'" 
SHOP THURSDAY 8:00 AM T010:00 

. FRIDAYl8:00 A1VI TO 11:00 P M ' 

: V - - ; ' • '-W . • . i ' . • .'-v • • 
TO ORDS? ANYTIME, CALL 1-800-424-8185, MONDAY THRU SATURDAY, 9:00 AM TO 10H30 PM CST, AND SUNDAY, 11:00 AM TO 7K>0 PM CST. STORE HOURS; The Village of Rochester Hills (248)276-670= 

Laurel Parte Race (734) 953-7500 open Thurs. 8-10, Fri. 8-11, Sat. 6-11, Sun. 8-9. CHARGE f f i Parisian Credit Card, MasterCard, Visa, the American Express® Card or Discover®. LOCATED 
AT THE VILLAGE OF ROCHESTER HILLS, CORNER OF NORTH ADAMS ROAD AND WALTON STREET; AND LAUREL PARK P U C E IN LIVONIA. CORNER OF NEWBURGH ROAD ANO SDC MILE ROAD. 
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Engier will sign books at museum 
BYTONYBRUSCATO 
STAFF WRITER 

Gov. John Engler's last sched-
uled appearance before he leaves 
office Dec. 31 will be at the 
Plymouth Historical Museum. 

Engier will autograph his 
T5ook,"John Engier: The Man, 
the Leader and the Legacy," from 
3-5 p.m. Saturday. He'll be 
accompanied by the author, 
Gleaves Whitney, who has been 
Engler's speech writer and histo-
rian the past 11 years. 

Engler's visit to Plymouth isn't 
a coincidence, said 20th House 
District Rep. John Stewart R-
Plymouth Township. In fact, it 
was during recent negotiations 
over executive order budget cuts 
that Steward used his influence 
as a member of the House 
Appropriations Committee to 
get Engier to the Historical 
Museum. 

"He (Engier) needed the votes 

of the Appropriations 
Committee to pass his executive 
orders to balance the budget," 
said Stewart, who was among a 
group of committee members 
who met with Engier Dec. 4 at 
the University Club in East 
Lansing. "He wanted a 5-percent 
cut in revenue sharing, and I 
went nose-to-nose with him 
telling him zero." 

Stewart's concerns were the 
three cities in his district with 
declining populations -
Plymouth, Northville and Wayne 
- that would get hit the hardest 
from another revenue-sharing 

"He then asked me what it 
would take to get my vote. I told 
him I wanted him to do a book 
signing in Plymouth, and he 
agreed." Engler's book costs $20, 
with 20 percent of the day's pro-
ceeds going to the Plymouth 
Historical Museum. 

"We finally settled at 3-1/2 
percent. He (Engier) then turned 
around to calculate the figures, 
and asked if I thought Plymouth 
could handle $36,000; 
Northville $17,000; and 
Plymouth Township $88,000 in 
cuts," said Stewart. "I told him 
that would be acceptable. 

Is Living Wi th Back Pain M a k i n g You Sick? 
If so, Call Toll-Free 1-888-281-7640, 24 hours, for a FREE 
recorded message to get a copy of an amazing report. It reveals 
secrets only some doctors use to effectively eliminate back pain 
without drugs or surgery! Find Out How You May Be 
Unnecessarily Living In Misery! 

J ° J o e o a o 5 0 7 s ? 

mm 

t M M H W M l 

Exclusively at... 

A ¥ 
T T C O L B U R h 

20411 Farmington Road 
at Eight Mile 

Livonia • 248.476.1262 
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10-9; Sun. 12 

became one of his constituents. 
"He looked at moving to Hough 
Park in Plymouth and was going 
to send the triplets to Plymouth 
Christian Academy. Instead, he 
decided to move to Franklin." 

S Stewart has been asked by 
Gov.-elect Jennifer Granholm to 
be part of her ecumenical and 
inter-faith service at 8 a.m. Jan. 
1 at St Mary's Cathedral in 
Lansing. 

Stewart chose "Be Thou My 
Vision" as his solo. "It speaks to 
praying for God's vision, and, 
Lord knows, she will need it" 

Stewart, who has sung with 
local choirs, knows, in part, why 
Granholm selected him. 

"I'm known around Lansing to 
have a singing voire. Plus, I'm a 
moderately conservative 
Republican, and she'll need my 
vote." 

tbruscato@oe.tiomecomm.net (734) 459-2700 

THINKING 

(734) 
Our 

UNITED 
8919 MIDDL LIVONIA 

0609048790 > 

THE ONLY 
FURNACE THAT'S 
MORE EFFICIENT 

IS THE S U N . 
The WeathcrMaker® Inf in i ty™ gas 

furnace by Carrier wi th 
Comfbr tHeac™ 
Technology uses 

variable speed 
fan operation to 

d is t r ibute 
warmth 

throughout 
home. 

thesara 

• M M t m w k w i m used in a 100-watt 
gamajdoe AU. Sudsiir bulb. Combine that 

wi th the gas savings you'll 
experience and you'll see why the 

WeacherMaker Inf ini ty gas furnace is the 
world 's most : gas furnace. 

. us for details today. 

U N I T E D 

MBATIMfl a C O O I. I N • 
734-525-1 930 

8919 Mlddiebeit • Livonia 

• I 
i,niuimnay,Skiniz 
Merlot & Cabernet 

l l 
Michigan rim>->t 

Santa Rita 120 
Cabernet Sauvignon, 

Sauvignon Blanc, 
, Merlot, Carmenere s5.99 S 

oliday Specials 
Bright & Colorful ' Gourmet 

Poinsettia's Fruit Baskets' 
ieCoi 

$ 4 . 9 9 & u p | f | " 2 0 . 0 0 & u i 

^Chardonnay, Cabernet 
Merlot, Sauvignon 

Woodbridge 

S 6 . 9 9 

Merlots, Chardonnay 
Cabernet Sauvignon. 

Haywood 

750 ml 

Cabernet, Sauvignon 
^ Merlot, Chardonnay, 

Blackstone 

Smoked 
Applewood 
Cheddar 

750 ml 

$8.99 750 ml 

Italian 
Sparkling Wine 

Tosti Asti 

Sauvignon Blanc 
R,ti Phillips 

Creamy / 
Juttery FlavorV 

.Gouda Cheese? C J w t / 

Cordon Negro, Cava 
'Brut White SparklingZ 

Freisenet 

* Parmigiano' *8.99 750 ml 

^Meriot, Cabernet Sauvignon^A^JrkSv^ <£ Louis B e r n a i t l 
S y r a h & C h a j ^ o n n a j ^ J I M j l J K a Cotes -du-Rhone 

M o n t e r r a ^ ^ w , , 0 f f 0 

*9.99 750ml 

Chardonnay Cherin 
Blanc & Mauzac 

Blend-Toad Hollow 
Amplexus Sparkling 

13.99, 

•Estate^ 
Sparkling Wine 

H 6 . 9 9 
A favori te at Joe's 

.WineTastic 

TrockenDry 
Schloss Biebrich: 

Sparkling Wine 

'7® ml 

Joe's will be open Christmas Eve 83©-5seo pm Sor your shopping convenience. 
Our Holiday Store Hours: 

Sat. 9:00 am * 7100 pm Sunday 8 d 0 am • S:OQ pm 
Most, SUM) am - 7:00 pm Tues. 8:©Q am • pm 

P r i c e s G o o d T h r o u g h D e c . 21, 2 0 0 2 
J o e ' s P r o d u c e 

33152 W. Seven Mile • Livonia, MI 48152 
www.joesproduce.coin (248)477-4333 

DONALD J. ALLEY 

Memorial candles 
While Pat O'Donneil (on stage) reads the names of those lost, Lindsay Moyer (left), age 19 of Livonia lights a 
candle in memory of her cousin during the annual candle-lighting ceremony in Plymouth's Kellogg Park Sunday. 
Her friend Michelle Bannestea (right), age 19 of Redford, honors the memory of her mother. The local remem-
brance, in association with International Children's Memorial Day, was organized by Barb Kilgore of Canton, 
whose son, Mike, a 16-year-old student at Salem High School, died in March 1998 after suffering a massive heart 
attack. The ceremony is done in partnership with the Livonia chapter of The Compassionate Friends. 

PRE-CHRISTMAS CLEARANCE 

THE ARTS AND CRAFTS STORE® 

Our Original Ticketed Price 

_ O n l O O O s o f 
CHRISTMAS ITEMS 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• Tabletop & Wall Christmas Decor 
• Holiday Lodge Collection 
• Holiday Traditions 
• Old World Christmas 

• 
• 

ALL Holiday Elegance Baskets 

ALL Christmas Twig, Pine & Fir 
Wreaths, Garlands & Swags 

ALL Christmas Stitchery Kits 
ALL Holiday Elegance 
Wrapping Paper 

• ALL Ribbon Bowtique & 
Holiday Accents Ribbon & Bows 

1 / Ornaments ^ Warm Holidays Candles 
• Holiday Elegance Collections Layered, Tilted & Chunky Pillars 
• Sparkling Creations 

• Spun Glass & Glass Figurines " l / ALL CmiStmOS 
• 5 a t i n 3 a l } 6 Foam Stamps, Stencils & Rub-ons 

UNBELIEVABLE SAVINGS...BUT HURRY, 
BECAUSE WHEN THEY'RE GONE, THEY'RE GONE! 

M a s 

ALL Boxed Christmas Cards 

ALL Holiday "Silk" Stems, 
Bushes, Picks, Berries, Garlands 
& Swags or Dried Floral & Fruits 
Holiday Elegance, Holiday Delights, 
Holiday Naturals 

I 

Great Last Minute \ $SVSn 
Gift Idea 

• C h o o s e A n y A m o u n t 
• R e n e w a b l e A n y t i m e 

Coupon Valid Dec. 18-Dec . 2 4 , 2 0 0 2 
One coupon pet customs per day! Coupon must k surrendered at lime of purchase. May not be used for ony prior 

I purchases or for any currently advertised, discounted or scie priced items, limited to stock on hand. Excludes oil | 
I special order custom feral arrangements and oil special order custom tomes end materials. I 

L
Moy rat be used to purchase shopping cards, gift certificates or Mkhaeb Qwtd! m a g a z i n e . May not be used on „ 

purchases mode through m k h G e h . c o m . Voiid at Michaels stores only. No reproductions accepted. | 

I BBSS BSBB KB 8SSB9 MB BBS BSBB BEEBB B8SBB CBBB BBS BSBB gBgjgjf Percent Off Discounts Are Off Original Ticketed Price. 
A d prices and a d coupons ore not va l id on 
Seiection a n d regular prices may vary. ~ 

Due to the seasonal nature of our imported proaucrs, quantities may De uriied ana more rrny t 
Wo reserve loo 'iglit to l'ril qjar.litiL'; Orfer good only n 'he U S.A. 

P . - i c s s G o o d D e c . ;-3 - O o c . 2 ^ , 2 
f o r nearest l oca t i on o r j o b oppor tun i t i es ca l l T O I L FREE 1 - 8 0 0 - M I C H A E L S (1 - 8 0 0 - 6 4 2 ' 4 2 3 5 ) 

37QQ2, M:<has!s Ssor-s i'ic 

http://www.observerandeccentric.com
mailto:tbruscato@oe.tiomecomm.net
http://www.joesproduce.coin


w w w . o b s e r v e r a n d e c c e n t r i c . c o m LOCAL JEWS O b s e r v e r & E c c e n t r i c | T h u r s d a y , D e c e m b e r 1 9 , 2 0 0 2 (C) A7 

Ice festiva 
BYTQNYBRUSCATO 

S T A F F W R I T E R 

The 21st annual Plymouth 
International Ice Sculpture 
Spectacular, scheduled for Jan. 
15-20, is much better financial-
ly than it was at this time last 
year. 

"We're looking way better 
we were a year ago, 

an upbeat Ron Loiselle, presi-
dent of Plymouth International 
Ice Sculpture Inc. "If the mer-
chants get behind us and buy 
ice sculptures for the front of 
their businesses, we should be 

Loiselle said they have com-
mitments for nearly $130,000 
of the $155,000 it takes to put 
on the ice spectacular. Another 
$10,000-$20,000 from mer-
chant support can get them to 
the top. 

While last year's event came 
dangerously close to being can-
celed because of the lack of 
donations resulting from the 
Sept, 11 attacks, the annual ice 
show was even closer to extinc-
tion about 10 years ago. 

"It was nearly canceled 
because no one had money to 
support it, but several commu-
nity members got involved and 
pulled it all together," said 
Loiselle. That someone was 
Don Massey, who Loiselle 
remembers giving $50,000 to 

'The quality of the carvings 

are incredible, compared to 

the past. I remember when 

someone carved a line in the 

middle of a block of ice, 

rouided the corners, and 

that was supposed to be a 

refrigerator. Now, with 

better tools, the carvings are 

very detailed.' 

remember when someone 
carved a line in the middle of a 
block of ice, rounded the cor-
ners, and that was supposed to 
be a refrigerator. Now, with 
better tools, the carvings are 

new, there won't be any of the 
same carvings as a year ago." 

Fantasyland's theme will be 
"Frozen Cinema," a tribute to 
the American film industry. 
While Watts won't reveal the 

Ron Loise e 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l Ice Scu 

save the day. "We've done a lot 
of refining in putting the event 
together to make sure we can 
be successful," he said. 

Farmer Jack Supermarkets, 
which sponsors Fantasyland in 
The Gathering, is the biggest 
contributor at $30,000. 
Among the other supporters 
are Standard;Federal and Don 
Massey, each ̂ donating $5,000. 

"The quality of the carvings 
are incredible, compared to the 
past," Loiselle,recalled. "I 

Ice Spectacular organizer 
Mike Watts, ofWatts-Up, Inc., 
is attempting to start another 
tradition and fund-raiser for 
the Ice Spectacular. 

"We had a dinner-dance two 
years ago, but it didn't seem 
appropriate to put on last year 
because of Sept. 11 and the 
fund-raising that was going on 
for the victims of the terrorist 
attacks, which, of course, was 
more urgent," Watts said. "We'll 
try it again this year at 
Northville Hills Country Club. 
We hope it will become an 
annual event for the Ice 
Spectacular." 

Watts said the event will be 
co-chaired by Loiselle and Ron 
Edwards of Plymouth 
Township, will cost $100 per 
person, and include a silent 
auction with about a dozen 
items, including golf at four 
Plymouth-area courses. 

Dancing will be to the tune of 
Saoco, a Latin-jazz band, of 
which Loiselle's son is a mem-
ber. As for the ice sculptures, 
Watts promises that "even 
though it's the same time and 
the same place, everything is 

exact carvings, he said "don't be 
surprised to see Harry Potter or 
King Kong, as well as a few 
other surprises." 

Five carvers from Japan, one 
more than in the past, will 
make their annual pilgrimage 
to Plymouth to show off their 
expertise and vie in carving 
competitions. There also will be 
high school and community 
college students, who are learn-
ing the art of carving, challeng-
ing for prizes in competition 
sanctioned by the American 
Culinary Association. 

Carvers will be using their 
technique and tools on blocks 
of ice that weigh 350 pounds 
each. "That's why you don't see 
a lot of young ice carvers," said 
Watts with a chuckle. 

The Ice Spectacular has 
already ordered nearly 1,000 
blocks of ice at a cost of nearly 
$21,000 for this year's event. 

Watts said he's already 
ordered the perfect weather. 
"We're looking for the mid-30s 
during the day and the teens in 
the evening. If not, we'll cer-

it." 

Kids help kids 
Magic ian Gordon Russ pu l l ed a r a b b i t o u t of h is ha t f o r y o u n g s t e r s w h o 

s h o w e d u p f o r t h e Jump-A-Rama c h a r i t y even t a t t h e P l y m o u t h Cu l tu ra l 

Cen te r las t w e e k . The Can ton -based bus iness ra i sed t o y s f o r t h e Toys 

f o r Tots p r o g r a m , us ing a t h e m e o f " K i d s He lp ing K ids . " Some 5 5 k ids 

f r o m t h e P l y m o u t h - C a n t o n a rea f i l l ed t h r e e l a rge bags w i t h t o y s f o r t h e 

p r o g r a m . 

t b r u s c a t o i o e . h o m e c o m m , n e t | (734) 4 5 9 - 2 7 0 0 

ftmw 
SfCeres0J. 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 19 THRU SATURDAY. DECEMBER 21 

J U S T I N T H E N I C K T S 
FUR SAL : 

Y O U ' R E S O M E B O D Y S P E C I A L 

THE FUR GALLERY AT 
PARISIAN L A U R E L PARK PLACE 

50% OFF 
A LARGE 

SELECTION OF 
MINK COATS 

AND JA:. 

PLUS, USE YOUR COUPON 
AND SAVE EVEN MORE! 

TAKE AN 
. EXTRA 20% OFF 

any sale or clearance fur purchase 
Val id Thursday. December 19 t h ru Saturday, December 21. 

VALID ONLY IN THE FUR SALON. EXCLUDES GREAT BUYS AND SPECIAL 
OFFERS. COUPONS CANNOT BE COMBINED. 
MUST PRESENT COUPON FOR SAVINGS 
NOT VALID ON PREVIOUSLY PURCHASED ITEMS, 

ALL FURS ARE 
LABELED TO SHOW 
COUNTRY OF ORIGIN. 
SAVINGS ARE O F OUR 
REGULAR PRICES. 
NO ADJUSTMENTS ON 
PRIOR PURCHASES, : 
MAY NOT BE COM0NED 
WITH ANY OTHER 
COUPON OR OFFER. 

ONLY 6 SHOPPING 
DAYS LEFT 

PARISIAN $1,000-A-DAY SWEEPSTAKES! 
\J\ i \ ARISIAN CREDIT CARD 

P&D 
UMBO SHRIMP 
Fully Cooked 0 

Reg. $13.99 

U.S.D.A. Choice 
WHOLE Bi 

9 
R«fl. $12.99 

Roasted, Salted Plek-A-Nut 

P I S T A C H I O S 
$ C 9 9 

• L B 2 # B a g 

Small . 
VEG T R A Y $15 

La Barriere • Red or White 

$ C 9 9 
• B P 2 / » 1 2 ° ° 

H f T Hol iday 

BASKETS 

• H o p i n g 

Don't Forget: 
• Veggies 8 M • Shrimp 8 M l Trap • Ham 8 Prims Bib • 
Meat 8 Oftsese Trays • Champagne 8 Wni * BnaHolMtoB 

WESTBORN 
MARKET 

2 7 6 B 9 W O O D W A R D AVE. 
m m m m » 2 4 8 - 5 4 7 - 1 0 0 0 

1 4 9 2 5 M I D D L E B E L T 
L I V O N I A • 7 8 4 - 5 2 4 - 1 0 0 0 

I n s t S o u t h of H v o M i l s • ( o n t h e w e s t s i d a ) 
w w w . w a g t b o r n i n a r k e t . c o m 

We reserve the riaht to limit Quantities • Prices aood throuah Dec. 24th, 2002 

ONE WINNER WILL BE P'CKED EVERY DAY FROM NOW UNTIL TUESDAY. DECEMBER 24. • . . • 

TO ORDER ANYTIME, CALL 1-800-424-8185. MONDAY THRU SATURDAY, 9:00 AM T 0 1 0 : 0 0 PM CST, AND SUNDAY, 11:00 AM TO 7:00 PM CST. 
STORE HOURS: The Village of Rochester Hills (248) 276-6705 and Laurel Park Place (734) 953-7500 open Thurs. 8-10, Fri. 8-11, Sat. 6-11, Sun. 8-9. 

CHARGE m Parisian Credit Card, MasterCard, Visa, the American Express® Card or Discover®. LOCATED AT THE VILLAGE OF ROCHESTER HILLS, CORNER OF 
NORTH ADAMS ROAD AND WALTON STREET; AND LAUREL PARK PLACE IN LIVONIA. CORNER OF NEWBURGH ROAD AND SIX MILE ROAD. 

To subscribe, call (734) 591-2300 

http://www.observerandeccentric.com
http://www.wagtborninarket
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a second chance FROM PAGE A1 
• 3 

. t . 

BY RENEE SKOGLUND 
STAFF WRITER 

Reggie was found behind a 
store chained to a garbage 
Dumpster. An old dog, he had 
been abused most of his life. 
Because of starvation and blood 
loss, he had lost most of his 
muscle mass and had to be car-
ried up and down the stairs in 
his foster home. 

Lassie was a 4-month-old kit-
ten when she was found behind 
a veterinarian's office. She 
looked like a skeleton with fur. 
Worse, someone had broken all 
the toes of her front paws. She 
•was so close to death her body 
flipped and quivered uncontrol-
lably when she was approached. 

Reggie and Lassie are just two 
of the countless animals rescued 
by Guardian Angel Animal 
Rescue, a group of volunteers 
that operates under a "no kill" 
policy. 

"We've saved hundreds of ani-
mals that other people would 
have put down," said Guardian 
Angel founder Sandy Mezza of 
Canton. "Poor little Reggie. No 
one would have touched him 
because of his age. He fought so 
hard to stay alive. How could I 
have put him down?" 

Because of Mezza and volun-
teers like Marcia Boone of 
Westland, Reggie is alive today. 
He has put on weight, gained 
some muscle, and runs and 
plays with toys. In spite of hav-

Ford R d l M l t a W . o f 1-275 I 
$ 5 . 2 3 Kids sH s h o w s | 

•8.35 S t u d e n t s & L a t e : 

$7 .79 Evenings Mon -Thurs 

Q N o P a s s e s 

| Unlimited Fres Drink ft .2St Corn Ref i l ls j 

— — g 

ing just six teeth and being par-
tially blind and hard of hearing, 
life is good for Reggie, who lives 
with Mezza. He simply needs a 
permanent and loving home. 

Lassie, how 1 year old, is 
another success story. "She 
couldn't really walk when I got 
her, but now she jumps. She's 
learned to deal with her paws," 
said Mezza. 

Mezza shows many of the ani-
mals she and her volunteers 
have rescued every Saturday at 
Pet Smart in Northville. If the 
animals appear shy, consider 
their history, says Mezza, who 
boards many of the animals at 
her home. 

"They're much different at 
home. They're very cuddly." 

(After having her picture 
taken, Lassie leapt back into her 
cage, where she was immediate-
ly comforted by Lynnie, a feral 
cat found behind Ernesto's 
restaurant in Plymouth.) 

SO MANY ANIMALS 

It's a typical Saturday at Pet 
Smart. Customers with their 
well-tended pets are walking the 
aisles. A shabbily dressed man 
named Richard approaches 
Mezza. She knows him well. 
He's brought her animals before. 
Richard lives in his car and at 
one time was hiding dogs all 
over Detroit - some on roofs of 
buildings, some in abandoned 
houses - to keep the Humane 
Society from destroying them. 

—Heasks her to follow him out 

Back at Pet Smart, Mezza 
transfers the cats to another car-
rier, a cleaner one. She starts to 
cry. 

" "It's overwhelming," she says. 
"I've been trying to get Rosie 
from him for a long time. She's 
so sick, but I need to find some-
place for Reggie." 

Besides foster homes for the 
animals, Mezza needs veterinar-
ians willing to donate their serv-
ices, or at least give her a dis-
count, and she needs monetary 

Canton resident Sandy Mezza, 
founder of Guardian Angels Animal 
Rescue, holds Lassie, who was found 
at 4 months with ail the toes of her 
front paws broken. 

to his car. There are three dogs 
inside, all of them in need of 
medical attention. One dog had 
recently given birth, but Richard 
says another dog ate the pup-
pies. He also says he's been using 
Lysol on the dogs' skin infec-
tions. Mezza says she'll try to get 
the dogs some medication. 

"We'll take care of it. We'll get 
the money. We'll take care of it," 
she says. 

Mezza points to "Rosie," 
Richard's unofficial guard dog 
who is snarling, and tells 
Richard she would like take 
Rosie. Richard hesitates. Rosie 
is his insurance, he says. He 
offers Mezza a carrier with two 
cats, one still a kitten. He does-
n't know where he finds these 
animals."They justfind me," h e -

There is an adoption fee -
$125 for cats and $150 for dogs 
- that covers vaccines, fecal 
tests, sterilization and treatment 
for various problems, but it's not 
enough. It's never enough. 

ADOPTION 

Susan Harper of Livonia stops 
by to pet Reggie, who timidly 
peers out of his cage. She says 
she wouldn't hesitate to adopt 
an animal from the Guardian 
Angels. 

"Here you know they have 
gotten all their shots and have 
been spayed. My mom got two 
kittens from the Michigan 
Animal Rescue League," she 
says. 

Harper is not looking to adopt 
an animal, but her sympathies 
are with the Guardian Angels. "I 
hope this works," she says. "You 
come here and you want to 
adopt them all." 

—Jeff Harms of Ann Arbor spies 

AT A GLANCE 
Guardian Angels Animal 
Rescue needs food, kitty litter, 
beds, vet services and money. 
Much of the money comes 
from volunteers' pockets. 
Owners who .want to give up . 
their pets may show the 
animals on Saturdays at Pet 
Smart in Northville until the 
rescue group has room to take 
in the animals. Foster homes 
are always needed. Food and 
vet care is provided by 
Guardian Angels. Call at (734) 
332-9459 or write to Guardian 
Angels Animal Rescue, P.O. Box 
240, Whitmore Lake, Ml 48189. 

Armani, an orange-colored, 
long-haired male cat stretched 
out the length of its cage. It may 
be love at first sight "He's just 
very lovable, very friendly. He'd 
be a good match for my cat," he 
says. 

He asks Mezza for an applica-
tion. Mezza tells Harms to find a 
vet who does laser declawing if 
he plans to declaw Armani. 
Harms agrees. 

"This has been a good day," 
says Mezza. "It's been a while 
since we've placed an animal." 

Plymouth area for 18 years, was 
president and CEO of Prechter 
Holdings until that firm was d 
sold in May and June of this ' < 
year. 

He's on the board of"directors;™ 
of Fifth Third Bank, a south- ; 
east Michigan regional bank, r 
and served as chairman of ASC... 
just prior to the sale. ,,, 

A former Plymouth ^ 
Township resident, he's an 
active member of First ^ 
Presbyterian Church of -; 
Plymouth. 

He and his wife have lived in ; t 
Canton for seven years. They 
have three children. j 

Two attend Plymouth and 
Salem high schools and the 
third, a graduate of Plymouth ; t 
Christian Academy, attends t 
Kalamazoo College, . r 

Canton Township Supervisor s 
Tom Yack was pleased to learn 
of the appointment. , 

"I know the people who , 
know him respect him . ; 
immensely," Yack said. "I like 
that appointment." * 

The airport authority man- ;; 
ages Detroit Metro and ;; 
Willow Run airports. 

Of the seven members, four 
are appointed by the Wayne , 
County executive, one by the ; 
Wayne County Commission 
and two by the governor. . 

Senate Bill 690, signed by ? 
Engier on March 26, estab- f 
lished the authority. ,, 
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BUDGET 
FROM PAGE A1 

Ryan. "We've given the process 
a lot of thought, but I really 
haven't thought about specific 
cuts" 

School board members are 
taking the situation very seri-
ously, and plan to attack the 
problem early, board president 

Elizabeth Givens said. 
"We want to plan now for 

that potential. That way, any 
upward change will be to our 
benefit," said Givens. The 
school board will begin discus-
sions on next year's budget in 
February. "We need to look 
seriously at the budget and 
have discussions on our goals. 
Then, we'll begin discussions 
on specific things we may tar-

w w w . c n n t n i t 6 . c o m 
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Children's clothing, toys & furniture 
Maternity wear 
Home decor & furniture pieces 
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W. Eight Mile Road • 248-442-8568 
1/4 block W. of Farmington Road. 

get for reduction, and the 
things we don't want to touch, 
before we build the budget." 

Trustee Tom Wysocki said, 
"We know we'll have to do 
something, so as a board we 
need to work on making intelli-
gent choices. An increase in 
student growth will make it 
easier for us, but it's not easy to 
forecast." 

Board treasurer Judy 
Mardigian reiterated the key to 
addressing any budget deficit is 
starting early to give the 
administration parameters on 
what to do. 

"We're going back to having 
budget workshops with a thor-

ough deep-dive in the budget 
We'll have to go deeper than we 
have the last two years." 

Last May, the school board 
cut $1.2 million to balance the 
2002-2003 budget Mardigian 
hopes any cuts the board 
makes this year will be short-
lived. "We may have to freeze 
some activities for one year. I'm 
hoping it's only a one-year 
problem." 

Personnel cuts would be a last 
option on Givens' list, she said. 

"We want to stay away, as 
close as possible, to people cuts 
... such as laying off teachers. 
One advantage we have is that 
we already have our unions 

locked into contracts, which 
gives us a good picture of : 
where we are financially." 

Mardigian maintained the - • 
board needs to work more 
closely with state-lawmakers, ^ 
considering the state founda- 4 

tion grant and increases in ] 
retirement rates are controlled 
by the legislature. c 

"I plan on going to Lansing 
this spring to make the case for; 
Plymouth-Canton," Mardigian , 
said. "We are a growing district-
that needs to open new fadli-, s 
ties and take on increasing 

tbruscatofoe.homecomm.net (734) 459-2700,» 
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The chorus plays a two-con-
cert schedule - Christmas and 
spring - that is more than a 
little misleading. 

Theirperforma . 
numerous, including an annu-
al trip to Plymouth's 
Independence Village, where 
they played Tuesday night for 
senior citizens who can't get 
out. 

The group also plays at ben-
efits and other venues, includ-
ing a trip to Washington, D.C., 
earlier this year to perform at 
the National Cathedral. 

The group's Christmas con-
cert drew scores of people to 
Northville High School last 
week, and audience members 
were treated to a broad range 
of Christmas classics and secu-
lar music, including an audi-
ence-participation portion. 

In addition to their singing, 
chorus members serve the 
community in other ways. For 
instance, they've answered 
phones for public television 
drives, sung Christmas carols 
for seniors, and they make 
donations to the Salvation 
Army and Hospice. 

The community service is one 
of the things that draws mem-
bers in. 

"We really appreciate the 
community support," said 
Eunice Taylor, who joined the 
chorus 14 years ago and now 
serves as its publicity director. 
"We think we should be giving 
back to the community." 

Not only is it a feeling. Gross 
said, it's more of a mission. 

"I really believe in community 
service," said Gross, who gradu-
ated Eastern Michigan 
University with a degree in 

PAUL HURSCHMANH | OBSERVER 

Peter DeLong, Greg Fuchs and Matthew lias perform Wonderful Counselor, accompanied on guitar. 

music education, "It's more 
than just about singing. Even 
though singing is our focus, it's 
more than that It has to be. You 
have to give something back." 

He's felt that way all along, 
since he auditioned for the posi-
tion as the group's director 
before 26 chorus members in 
1978. Gross knew the group had 
a solid nucleus, and he envi-
sioned bigger and better tilings 
right from the jump. ' 

"They said they couldn't pay 
me anything, but they wanted 
to know if I was interested, 
and I was," said Gross, who 
has attended workshops at the 
prestigious Eastman School of 
Music in New York. "I thought 
there was the potential there 
to create a good group." 

Turns out he was right. The 
group has nearly quintupled in 
size since then7withXdiveree~~ 
group 

The group's success can be 
traced directly to the kind of 
people who make up its core, 
Gross said. 

FROM PAGE A1 

cants who received nomina-
tions from the board included 
Fred Bolden, Greg Greene, 
Ralph Shufeldt, Greg 
Demopoulos and Vic 
Gustafson. 

Bolden, a former county 
commission candidate, and 
Greene have been active in 
many community activities and 
organizations and are well 
known in the community. 
Shufeldt is chairman of the 
Downtown Development 
Authority. Gustafson is chair-
man of the planning commis-
sion, and Demopoulos serves 
on the commission. 

After the six people were 
nominated, board members 
voted on them until one person 

CLIP N* SAVE mmmmmmmmmm 
WHERE THE GRILL IS ! 

ALWAYS ON! I 
• Non-stop Sports & Trivia Action • 
• Award Winning 8BQ Ribs, steaks, I 

Seafood, chicken, sandwiches, Salads g 
• Worid Famous Onion Loaf& More! q 

received four votes. That came 
in the second round of voting, 
with Zarbo picking up votes 
from trustees Melissa 
McLaughlin and John 
Burdziak, Treasurer Elaine 
Kirchgatter and Clerk Terry 
Bennett. 

He'll begin his term in 
January. 

An emotional LaJoy thanked 
members of his family (who 
were in the audience), the 
trustees, township employees 
and the people of Canton for 
their support. He has served on 
the board for more than 12 
years. 

"This is very bittersweet for 
me," LaJoy said. "Being a 
trustee has been special. It's the 
greatest experience I've had in 
years. But now I have the 
opportunity to represent our 
community in the House of 
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"There's a tremendous 
camaraderie in that group. I 
think they try very hard to 
make people feel welcome, yet 
also understand there's a stan-
dard that's expected. I think 
people want to be part of 
something that's better than 
they could have done them-
selves." 

How devoted are the people 
to the group? They pay an 
annual dues that covers 40 
percent of the group's annual 
budget. It takes $85,000 to 
$95,000 to finance the chorus. 
Forty percent of the revenue 
comes from ticket sales, and 
another 20 percent comes 
from patrons, who donate in 
various amounts. 

The rest of it comes from 
the members themselves. 
Taylor recalls the group need-
ing additional seated risers 
and members coming up with 
$6,500 to buy them. 

"It's very expensive, and it's 
totally self-supporting," said 
Taylor, the 14-year veteran. "I 
think it shows the dedication 
of the people in the chorus." 

The group has enjoyed 
tremendous success, and 
Gross said he feels lucky to 
have been a part of it for so 
long. "It's a mixture of won-
derful, multi-talented 
I've been very, very ble 

bkadrichioe.homecomm.net 
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Joint Board Proceedings of Board of Trustees 
and Downtown Development Authority -

December 5,2002 
A Board Planning Session of the Downtown Development Authority 
and Board of Trustees was held Thursday, December 5, 2002 a t the 
EMU Eagle Crest Conference Center in. Ypsilanti, Michigan. DDA 

5 r l 3 
p.m. 
P re sen t ; Township Board of Trustees: Melissa 
Thomas Yack, Terry Bennett, Elaine Kirchgatter, John Burdziak 
DDA Board of Directors: Catherine Foege, Tim Ford, Tom Gerou, 
Greg Greene, Dave Khoury, Dave Griffin, Ralph Shufeldt, 
Staff : Kathleen Salla, Christine Popol% B e c k e t t & R a e d e r : 
John Iacoangeli, Cindy Helinski, Christy Summers 
S t r a t eg ic Edge : Joan Primo, Jay Wedeven 
The DDA Board engaged the services of consulting firms Beckett & 
Reader, Inc. and Th Strategic Edge to develop a Comprehensive 
Master Plan for the Canton DDA District. Mr. John Iacoangeli from 
Beckett & Reader reviewed the process being used to develop the 

•Review of Existing Plans •Visioning Workshops •Building & Site 
Assessment - "Marke t Analysis "Board P l a n n i n g Session 
•Prel iminary Strategic Plan "Implemention Strategy & Final 
Strategic Plan "Final Report to Trustees & Public Presentation. 
Significant issues of physical assessment were brought out. 
Findings of the review of the land use assessment was presented. A 
review of the following previous documents was conducted: 
•Summary of Tbwnship Comprehensive Master Plan •Summary of 
Ford Road Strategic P lan • Summary of Zoning Ordinance 
•Summary of DDA Development/TIF Plan "1993 Amendment to 
Development/TIF Plan *1996 Amendment to DDA District. A 
comprehensive report of the market analysis will be a part of the 
final presentation at the completion of the project. Some of the 
categories discussed in the market analysis were: •Weaknesses 
•Opportunities •Threats • Recommended Strategy.' A summary of 
the visioning sessions was presented: "Land Use & Economic 
Development Issues "Business Recruitment "Appearance and 
Design "Transportat ion and Infrastructure. The consultants 
facilitated continued discussion on the following topics: "Create 
access management program, "Amend zoning ordinance to require 
shared access and interior connections in new development site 
plans. "Create incentives program, in coordination-with MDOT, to 
pro-actively improve existing situation through innovative designs 
and funding. "Amend zoning ordinance (Section 6.07, Site 
Development Standards for DDA District; Section 27.04, Planned 
Development) and c rea te DDA overlay zone provisions. 
Amendment to Comprehensive Plan, first, may be necessary. 
Utilize Corporate Overlay District as a model. "Reduce off-street 
parking requirements for individual uses, particularly retail stores, 
s tandard res taurant , restaurant/bar, r e s tauran t drive-thru, ice 
cream parlor, office business/professional, and financial institution. 
• E s t a b l i s h s t a n d a r d f o F parking. "Allow 

fur ther reduction in required parking via shared parking among 
uses, whether uses a re within same or d i f ferent buildings. 
•Require shared and coordinated access with adjoining sites, per 
Comprehensive Plan. "Reduce 85 foot front yard setback to allow 
building placement closer to sidewalk. "Allow more flexibility in 
Planned Development District (Sec.27.04), such as in density and 
mixed uses, and reduce or eliminate the constraints of meeting 
requirements of the underlying zoning distr ict . P l anned 
Development is currently permitted in all of the commercial zones 
within the DDA District. "Amend Section 6.07, Site Development 
Standards for DDA District, to address certain site development 
issues. "Amend Section 17.04 {Planned Development) to allow 
greater flexibility in the regulation of land development. "Create 
overlay zone in DDA District to address other issues of parking, 
building setback, mixed uses. The Board's Priorities were: "Create 
a positive environment for development. "Bury overhead utilities B 
very costly; would require a bond. "Extend decorative streetlights 
through the entire DDA. "Refer to the District as something that 
identifies it as a Acentral business area". "Encourage mixed use 
development where possible. * Improve the eastertt ead of the DDA 
District. "Clean up 1-275. "Work with a developer to create a 
lifestyle center. "Market the DDA to developers (Developers 
Breakfast or Roundtable). "Create additional overlay requirements 
for development west of 1-275. "Work with private property 
owners to create an impact appearance in DDA. "Establish a 
public ar t program in the DDA. "Consider sign condemnation 
where appropriate. "More street trees. "Intelligent traffic lights to 
control traffic, "Brand issues - "Who are we? "Upscale office space 

Over the next several weeks, the consultants will review these 
discussions and incorporate them into a Strategic Preliminary Plan, 
which will be presented to the DDA Board sometime after the first 
of the year. 
The meeting adjourned at 10:15 p.m. 
Publish: December 19, 2002 
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Don't take holiday 
drinks on the road 

We say the same thing every year about this time, and 
we always hope someone's paying attention: 

If you celebrate this holiday season with a drink in your 
hand, don't take it on the road. 

We join with voices f rom organizations like AAA: of 
M i c h i g a n , t h e S o u t h e a s t M i c h i g a n Counc i l of 
Governments, the University of Michigan's physicians 
and Mothers Against Drunk Driving - but is anyone lis-
tening? 

According to SEMCOG, in Southeast Michigan, alcohol 
was involved in 37 percent of all traffic deaths in 2001, 
more than in 2000. Alcohol was a factor in 184 deaths, 
up from 156 in 2000, and 679 severe injuries. 

T ra f f i c c r a s h e s involv ing a lcohol a re h i g h e s t in 
December. Last year, 21 alcohol-related crashes happened, 
each day of the month in this part of the state. That's 
nearly one every hour. 

You think it can't happen to you, of course. You know it 
can't, because you're not a drunk driver. But consider 
this: 

Four drinks will elevate blood-alcohol level of a 160-
pound man to 0 .09 , which is legally drunk in some 
s ta tes and close to it in Michigan . That ' s four, 12-
ounce beers. Four glasses of wine. Four shots of hard 
liquor. A 140-pound woman hits the same level with 
jus t three drinks. 

We're not saying adults shouldn't drink. What we're 
saying is that those who choose to. drink should drink 
responsibly, and they shouldn't drive after they've been 
drinking. 

And we'll keep saying it until we're sure everybody's lis-
tening. 

Have a merry little 
Christmas now 

Once again as in 
Happy golden days ofyore 
Faithful friends who are dear to us 
Will he near to us once more 

Through the years, we all will be together 
If the fates allow 
Until then, well have to muddle through somehow 
So have yourself a merry little Christmas now 

— Hugh Martin-Ralph Blane 

As we prepare to celebrate another Christmas, wars 
and rumors of wars continue to make Peace on Earth still 
a wistful and distant hope. 

The very site of Christ's birth is once again a place of 
contention and violence. 

Even here in t he world's most prosperous country, 
many are in need as the economy continues to struggle. 
Local charities report a decline in contributions and an 
increase in requests for help. 

Each year we rouse ourselves during this holiday season 
to listen to the better angels of our nature. We reach out 
to others during this special time and promise to carry 
our concern forward into the new year. Sometimes we do 
and sometimes we get caught up again in our own, too 
busy lives. 

Perhaps we expect too much of Christmas for the world 
and for ourselves. It is probably better to remember the 
holiday's small gifts through all the rush, commercialism 
and outpourings of charity. 

For Christians, the year end time has been appropriat-
ed to celebrate the birth of Jesus, a savior who came to 
the world not as a great king but as a baby born to hum-
ble parents in a stable. The circumstances of Jesus' birth 
give profound weight to his later message of love and 
human kindness. 

Pilgrims in early America thought the mean ing of 
Jesus' birth so immense that they banned the frivolity of 
feasting and gift giving on Dec. 25 as somehow not in 
keeping with die day's importance. 

For most of us, once we get past the colored lights and 
glittery packages, Christmas is about family, fr iends, 
home and love. As in the song that Judy Garland first 
sang so plaintively in Meet Me in St. Louis, we all long to 
be together "if the fates allow." We know that separations 
will come, troubles will come, but until we can have that 
perfect Christmas together "we'll have to muddle through 
somehow." 

Sometimes merry little Christmases are the best kind. 
We hope yours fulfills your every expectation. 
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Outgoing Wayne County Executive Ed McNamara gestures during a luncheon at the Plymouth Rotary Friday. McNamara called the federal investigation Into 
the actions of his appointees "wrong." 

Goodfellows should stop 
I really wish the Goodfellows would 

stop hawking papers in the streets. 
People are supposed to use the crosswalk 
to get from one side of the street to the 
other. 

Its not a designated "safe area"for 
people to walk around in bothering 
motorists. Yes, I do mean bothering. I 
remember being bothered in the same 
manner downtown by the guy who tried 
to wash my windows every time I entered 
1-375 from Jefferson. When I read that 
Nancy Spencer, the president of 
Goodfellows, called last year's turnout of 
17 paper hawkers disappointing, I could-
n't help but think: That's because no one 
wants to get run over by a car! 

Then I read that the Goodfellows 
already receive generous donations from 
Wal-Mart, Sam's Club, Bob Evans and 
Holiday Market. I know every charitable 
organization can use just another dollar 
or two, but at what cost? I feel so guilty 
when I drive by those paper hawkers. I 
want to tell them, "It's not because I don't 
care or support what you're doing, in fact 
I think you're very brave if not a little bit 
crazy, too, for standing in the middle of 
traffic on a cold winter day," but I don't 
want to fuel the fire by continuing to give. 

It's like the ice cream man. Why would 
I encourage my children to run into the 
street to buy ice cream from someone I 
don't know in a white van? If no one in 
our neighborhood buys ice cream from 
them, maybe they'll go away. 

Please don't take offense at this letter. I 
know the Goodfellows are trying to raise 
money for a good cause and because I 
support their efforts, I am sending a 
check today to the address wisely printed 
at the end of the article. Show your sup-
port in a sensible way: Mail or drop off 
your donation, but please, don't continue 
to feed the cause by handing out change 
through your car window. 

Catherine Withrow 
Canton 

Christmas spirit - not! 
The Christmas spirit is alive and well in 

Canton. A thief loved Mr. and Mrs. Claus 
sitting on my porch bench so much that 
he stole Santa and also tried to grab Mrs: 
Claus, but she was tied down. 

My grandchildren cried over the loss, 
and I hope that, whoever you are, it made 
your Christmas! 

R. Beasley 
Canton 

Well not wanted 
On Wednesday, Jan. 8 from 5 to 7 p.m. 

at the Crowne Plaza Detroit, 8000 
Merriman, Romulus, there is going to be 
a meeting sponsored by the 
Environmental Protection Agency. They 
are going to announce the reasons why 
they are going to allow a company named 
EDS to operate a high-pressure injection 
well that will allow the pumping of toxic 
waste into the earth underneath 
Romulus. 

Particulars of the operation can be 
accessed at the Romulus library or at 
www.epa.gov/ region5/ water/ uic/ pub-
pdf/ factsheet.pdf 

Bruce Patterson has in the past cast 

' LETTERS--
votes in support of this folly. 

What we have here is a directionless 
federal agency overriding the wishes, 
dreams and desires of the local popula-
tion. The people of Romulus simply don't 
want the well. 

Besides that it is to be located at the 
conjunction of the Metro Airport, a 
major railroad line, an airline fuel depot, 
near Sunoco natural gas operations, 
Interstate 94 and in a densely populated 
area. It is a security risk. 

High-pressure wells have failed around 
the nation, and we all know that Canton 
continues to distribute water that has not 
been properly filtered. 

The EPA has accepted studies conduct-
ed by EDS, and the studies have holes in 
them that are larger than the two they 
plan to stick into our Michigan soil. 

Come to the meeting and participate in 
democracy in action - the people of 
Romulus need your help and assistance. 
Contact local representatives and let 
them know that they should express their 
opposition officially. 

Alfred Brock 
Canton 

Gore no 
The good news is Al Gore won't run for 

president in 2004. The bad news is some 
other liberal who believes that tax cuts 
hurt the economy will vie for the presi-
dency. 

Gore's recent decision does make 
good sense. His proclamation that he 
had discovered the Internet, his sug-
gestion that we all give up our auto-
mobiles and hike in the woods, his 
insistence tha t we join with Kyotans,: 
agree to decrease gas emissions even 
though China and India will make no 
such commitment, thereby wrecking 
our economy, seemed foreclosures on 
any possibility that he would utter 
anything sensible and useful in the 
present day. 

But now we can all smile and be happy. 
Gore is no more. 

Livonia 

Downturn not so shallow 

CC has advantage 
It seems odd that someone would state 

an analogy as deficient and then move on 
to create a worse analogy, but Mr. 
Vendittelli has done just that (Letters, 
Dec. 12). He implies that it's difficult for 
Catholic Central to field a team because 
student-athletes have to pay large sums of 
money to attend the school whereas stu-
dent-athletes in Plymouth-Canton do not 

He continues to infer about the hard-
ships the Shamrocks face because they do 
not have the "far-superior" facilities that 
other schools use for practices and 
games. It still remains, when you have 
shown a successful private school athletic 
program, you will continue to draw top-
quality athletes from the neighboring 
communities. 

This will happen without recruiting. If a 
public school builds a successful program, 
it's hard to argue that families 40 miles 
away will place for-sale signs in their yard 
so that their child can compete for Canton 
football. While there are instances of this 
happening, it is not commonplace in the 
public school system. But it is common to 
find students enrolled and participating 
in athletics at Detroit Catholic Central 
who live in Monroe and stretch all the 
way north to Brighton. 

No matter the difference in training facil-
ities or the financial hardships placed upon 
the upper-middle-class parents through 
tuition payments, when you have ability to 
draw from such a wide region, Detroit 
Catholic Central will have the advantage. 

Recruitment or not, this is what causes 
the inequality in the programs. The real 
reason this is an issue today is the mis-
quoted and poor professionalism of 
Observer writer Paul Beaudry. The vast 
majority of public school athletic pro-
grams respect Catholic Central, their 
coaches and their players, including 
Canton Football Coach Tim Baechler. Mr. 
Beaudry should apologize to Mr. Baechler 
and to die readers for his actions and 
writings following Catholic Central's win 
over Canton. 

Darrin Silvester 
Plymouth 

Now that Sen. Trent Lott has put his 
foot in the Republican party's mouth, it 
would be interesting to know how his col-
league from Mississippi, such as Sen. 
Thad Cochran, and Alabama Sens. 
Richard Shelby and Jeff Sessions, as well 
as others, feel about his apparent philoso-
phy.Too many senators are conspicuous 
by their silence on these racist remarks, 
by this shortly-to-become Senate majori-
ty leader. 

Now to another subject. Recently 
President Bush introduced two new 
appointees, John Snow as secretary of 
the treasury and Stephen Fieldman to 
serve as his chief economics advisor. It 
was interesting to me that when they 
were introduced, each stated tha t 
"This has been the shortest and shal-
lowest economic downturn in history." 
Now I don't know about others, but it 
certainly has not been shallow, at least 
as far as I am concerned. In August of 
2000 ,1 invested almost $30,000 in a 
variable annuity. Earlier this week I 
ask my representatives what its value 
was and he said $11,000. Wow! How 
many others have had the same results 
in this "short, shallow economic 
downturn?" 

Craft 
Northville 

SHARE YOUR OPINIONS ' 
We welcome your letters to the editor. Please 
include your name, address and phone number 
for verification. We ask that your letters be 400* 
words or less. We may edit for clarity, space and 
content. 

Letters to the editor 
Canton Observer 
794 S. Main 
Plymouth, Ml 48170 

Fax: 

(734)459-4224 

E-mail: 
tschneider@oe.homecomm.net 

QUOTABLE 
"There's no question the airport is a huge economic generator to Michigan. It's a great opportunity for everybody. « 

- David Treadwel l , A i r p o r t A u t h o r i t y appo in tee 
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Deficit this big no time 
for business as usual 

ow Gov.-elect Jennifer Granholm handles 
enermous 

1 go a long way to determine her 
ire over the next four years. 

• success or 
failure over the next four years. 

The numbers are truly daunting. Even after 
the cuts put through by current Gov. John 
Engier [to get this fiscal year's budget balanced, 
the besjt estimate is that the deficit for the fiscal 
year beginning next October is as much as $1.8 

i billion. That's 20 percent of 
the $9 billion in total state dis-
cretionary spending! 

Granholm, is talking tough, 
emphasizing cutting the budg-
et rather than increasing taxes. 
"There's fat in any organiza-
tion; there is fat in govern-
ment," she told the Detroit 
Free Press in an interview last 
week. "I think of Lee lacocca, 
who used to say if he can't find 
5 percent tb cut in any budget 
in a given year, then they 

should mtove him on." i 
In last week's column, I argued the terrible 

budget situation provided the Granholm admin-
istration' with a great opportunity to conduct a 
fimdajperital and sweeping review of the opera-
tions and costs of state go\fernment For 
instance: J / 

• Fix out of control health care costs. 
Medicaid, a rigid and rul^-driven federally 

consumes aro 

: I 
t 4 

and land. A thorough inventory of state-owned 

The numbers are truly daunting. 
the cuts put through by current Gov. John 

/ 
balanced, the best estimate is that the 

deficit for the fiscal year beginning next 

October is as much as $1.8 billion. That's 20 

percent of the $9 billion io total state 

discretionary spending! 

computers an 
years by out 
rules; a far-r 

: to utilize 
lave been hamstrung for 
and inflexible purchasing 
review is in order. 

• Fund outcomes; cut poorly performing pro-
grams. For,many years, the bane of budget cut-

various programs are 

now 
one-quarter of the state budget Long-tpfm fixes 
will have to come from Washington. But in the 
short run, Michigan could curb costs by promot-
ing home- and community-based care instead of 
expensive hospitals and eliminating coverage for 
optional services. Granholm is already talking 
about getting Midwestern states logetker-tosave 
money by buying prescription drugs in large 
quantities to sell through Medicare. 

• Sell unneeded capital Assets- The state 
already plans on closing the Northville 

of unneeded and overlooked capital assets that 
could be turned into cash. For example, the state 
owns laterally hundreds of thousands of acres of 
forest land. Some of this land could be sold, sub-
ject to conservation easements requiring public 
access, for controlled timbering, thereby provid-
ing jobs in the forest industry and putting the 
land bgck on local tax rolls. 

• Use technology to cut costs. The private 
sector is already experiencing remarkable pro-
ductivity increases and cost sayings by use of 
information technology, It's time to use these 

out. How come? But by the time people start 
looking carefully at the actual outcomes and 
their costs, the various interests that benefit 
from the expenditure rally round and lobby 
against cuts. I've always thought that a simple 
solution would be to sunset — a nice word 
meaning "kill" — any government program 
it runs for 20 years, regardless of outcome or' 
constituency cries. If a program is really worth-
while, a majority can always be found'to re-
introduce it with contemporary improvements. 

• Streamline education. In some states, only 

ever makes it into the classroom. Why? There 
are lots of reasons, but one is the very high per-
pupil costs run up by small school districts to 
provide their own bus services, IT, food and 
security programs arid financial record keeping. 
Frankly I doubt if the political will exists to con-
solidate some of Michigan's small and inefficient 
school districts. But significant economies of 
scale could be achieved by consolidating these 
support functions into regional service centers 
serving a number of districts. 

Some will shrink from this list as too radical. 
But when you're facing a budget deficit as seri-
ous as this, it's no time for business as usual. 

Phil Power is the chairman of the board of the company 
that owns this newspaper. He would be pleased to get your 
reactions to this column either at (734) 953-2047 or at 
ppower@homecomm.net. 

Jeff 
Counts 

Amateur ice carvers 
brought 'King' to life as 
part of Plymouth festival 

! were Elvis sightings in more than a 
Kalamazoo Burger King. 

During the mid-1990s, two Plymouth 
Observer staff members, staff writer Kevin 
Brown and photographer Bill Bresler, brought 
"The King" to life in an icy form in Kellogg 
Park during the annual ice festivals. 

It may have been an odd reincarnation for a 
i Mississippi boy, but hey, it's America and who 
cares if we take a southerner and cast him in 
ice? Grits would have been more appropriate, 
or maybe fried peanut butter-and-banana ./ 
sandwiches, a white trash delicacy and one of 
the King's favorites. 
; The genesis of Elvis in ice came out of the 
fertile mind of Bresler and Brown. Both had 
been covering the festival for years and decid-
ed to cross the journalistic line of non-involve-
ment and start carving. 

But what would be a proper subject? Almost 
everything had been done. It was a post-mod-
em dilemma. The answer was "retro." And 
Elvis came to mind.. For Brown, it was an obvi-
ous choice. Reporting was Kevin's day job; at 
night he was a country-and-western musician 
playing witfrseveral bands in the Detroit and 
Ann Arbor, areas. 

So, Brown and Bresler Redded to tackle the 
K^otgvThe first year theybpted for the subtle 

s' guitar, which, tolhe delight of Bresler, 
t up on fpotageymmed by CNN. 

_ey showed our sculpture and ignored the 
ones carved by Ja/anese carvers who had come 
all the way to Plymouth. We were pretty proud 
ofit," Bresler said. 

After that effort came a year of planning for 
the next artistic project The pair had confi-
dence nowandwere ready to tackle a full fig-. 
ure of Elvis, lock, stock and ducktail hair-do. 

But a controversy raged between the two 
amkteur carvers. Should it be the early Elvis 
with thin hips or the later, bloated version in a 
jump suit used to cover a couple extra pounds 
accumulated by eating those fried peanut but-
ter-and-banana sandwiches? 

About that time, the U.S. post office was 
engaged in a similar debate. Would the com-
memorative Elvis stamp bear the image of a 
thin, vital, sexy ex-truck driver from Tupelo, 
or the entertainer from Vegas who carried 
around 10 pounds of rhinestones on his 
clothing? 

The Bresler-Brown team eventually opted 
for a more svelte Elvis - one with the raw, hun-
gry power in his voice that only a kid from 

About M i m e , ilieU.$. post office m 
engaged in a similar debate. Would the 

Lt•- ««-*-' -.»«_• f... 
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w i i the ran, hungry p m f in his vote tat 
onfv a kid from rural Mississippi can have. 

a professional carver who was there to assist in' 

That year, the Observer team had help from 

"He was supposed to help us, but we wanted 
to do it ourselves, so we sent him over to the 
Box Bar to have a bourbon and we did it our-
selves," Bresler said. ' 

The following year, Elvis' stage run in 
Kellogg Park ended, but the boys kept up the ' 
rock 'n' roll theme with a carving of Jerry 
Garcia's hand, the one that had the middle fin-; 
ger missing due to a childhood accident. 

According to Bresler, the Grateful Dead 
musician lost the finger when it was chopped 
off by his brother at the age of 12. It was one of 
the major factors behind his unique style of 
guitar playing. . 

"That was the year Garcia died, but I don't 
think a lot of people got it," Bresler said. 

But to true artists like Brown and Bresler, 
the rewards aren't always in the public appre-
ciation of your art form - the rewards are in 
the knowledge you've created something that 
challenges the minds of festival-goers. 

Both are now "retired" from carving and fol-
lowing pursuits in other communities, but 
both fondly remember their days as rock 'n roll' 
ice artists. 

Jeff Counts is a former editor of the Plymouth Observer 
who is now semi-retired and spends much of his time in 
the eastern Upper Peninsula Where's there's plenty of ice 
and snow. He doesn't carve it, and thinks the only use for 
ice is to pour bourbon over. 
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Happy Hot idays 

HUNDREDS OF 
SHOPS SELLING 
EVERYTHING 
IMAGINABLE! 

AN ENDLESS CHOICE 
OF FINE JEUUELRY 

0UER 30 JEWELERS 

A GIFT FOR 
EVERYONE ON 

YOUR LIST 

PAGERS & CELL PHONES 
14K GOLD & SILVER 

LEATHER GOODS 
, TOYS • PETS 

FIGURINES 
COLLECTIBLES 
HOUSEWARES 

STEREOS & SPEAKERS 
FUDGE & CANDIES 
WESTERN BOOTS 

FURNITURE 
PURSES • MOVIES 

VIDEO GAMES 
LEATHER COATS 
MENS, WOMENS & 

CHiLDRENS CLOTHING 
PAGEANT DRESSES 

AFRICAN ART 
WATCHES • CANDLES 
COLOGNES PERFUME 
SPORTS MEMORABILIA 
C.B. RADIO • NASCAR 
CUTLERY • GUITARS 

M P M J O U , 

BASEBALL HALL OF FAMER 

J I M SUNNING 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22ND • 1:00 PM - 3:00 PM 

$25.00 BAIL/FLAT (up to 11X14) • $45.00 BAT/JERSEY • $35.00 ALL OTHERS 

1984 WORLD SERIES CHAMPION 

HOWARD JOHNSON 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21ST* 3:00 PM-5:00 PM 

' $10.00 BALL OR FLAT (up to 11X14) • $15.00 ALL OTHERS 

1968 WORLD SERIES CHAMPION 

MICKEY STANLEY 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21 ST • 1:00 PM - 3:00 PM 

$ 5 . 0 0 A N Y I T E M , ; _ 

ibraltar TAYLOR 
& EUREKA RD FREE 

TRADE CENTER. INC. t.-iriALrAPTRAiM co\ WITH THIS COUPON J 
FRIDAY, DEC. 20TH ONLY OE J 

Read all your favorites online at observerandeccentric.com 

Y O U H A V E A R R I V E D . 

DECEMBER 24 -2PM 9 NORTH GRAND COURT 
AN EXTRAORDINARY HOLIDAY TRADITION AT SOMERSET COLLECTION 

Children of all ages are invited to join The Royal Court as they 

send Santa back to the North Pole on a one-of-a kind day that they'll 

never forget. With Santa's annual journey just hours away, this magical 

send off is a wonderful chance for children to see him one last time. 

SOMERSET 
C O L L E C T I O N 

FOR SANTA UPDATES, CALL S C N N (SOMERSET CASTLE NEWS NETWORK) 248.643.4438 

NEIMAN MARCUS, SAKS FIFTH AVENUE, NORDSTROM, MARSHALL FIELD'S 

AND MORE THAN 180 OTHER UNIQUE SHOPS AND RESTAURANTS 

FOR MORE INFO LOGON TO WW.THESOMERSETCOLLECTION.COM 

* r i j 

http://www.observerandeccentric.com
mailto:ppower@homecomm.net
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Let's see Santa 
top that! 

Hurry! Offer expires December 31st! 

\ 

\ 

Save$150 
after $100 instant rebate 
and S50 mail-in rebate. 

29.99 
Noki» 33SO phono 

maicm 
CCNNBCTWQ PE0PL8 

\ 

Saves100 
after $100 instant rebate. 

(»tth • i 

'49.99 

Save '200 
after S1CK) instant rebate 
and $100 mail-in rebate. 

s99.99 
Motorola VMS phont 

X cingular 
Visit your Cingular store by December 31 
1-866-CINGULAR • www.cingular.com 

W I R E L E S S 

What do you have to say?" 

Cingular Wireless Stores 
A N N ARBOR (734) 669-8079 
Briarwood Mail {Kiosk in JC Penney corridor) 
(734) 761-9173 N r y j 
AUBURN HILLS . 
Great Lakes Crossing (Kiosk outside Marshall's) 
(248) 253-731? 
BIRMINGHAM (248) 258-3106 

BLOOMF1ELD HILLS (248) 332-3439 

CLARKSTON (248) 620-6870* 

DEARBORN (313) 277-4111* 
Fairlane Town Center, (Kiosk outside Marshall Fields) 
(313) 982-1416*/ygyy 

EASTPOINTE (586)777-0007* 

FLINT (810) 733-6061* 

LATHRUP VILLAGE (248) 557-8855* 

NOV1 (248)449-1779 

PLYMOUTH {734) 451-0720* 

SHELBY TWP. (586) 566-8950* 

SOUTH GATE {734) 285-8066 

STERLING HTS. 
Lakeside Mall {Kiosk outside JC Penney) 
(586) 532-1179* jygw 

TROY (248) 588-6780* 

WEST BLOOM FIELD (248) 538-3106 N £ y y 

WESTLAND {734} 427-5760* 

WHITE LAKE {248) 698-0500* 

Also available at these SEARS stores: 
A N N ARBOR (734) 994-0381* 
DEARBORN (313) 441-1520* 
FUNT (810) 733-2028* 
LINCOLN PARK (313) 389-0663* 
UVONIA (248) 471-2937* 
NOV! {248) 349-5316* 
ROSEVILLE (586) 293-2008* 
STERLING HTS. (586) 532-0460* 
TROY {248) 597-0900* 

Also available at these Wal-Mart locations; 
FENTON Wal-Mart, (810) 714-5694 n k w 
STERLING HIS. Wal-Mart, (586) 323-^31 
Also available at these KROGER stores: 
A N N ARBOR (734) 998-1426 
COMMERCE (248) 366-8247 
LAKE ORION (248) 693-8316 
ROSEVIULE (586) 772-3264 
WESTLAND {734} 728-0939 
YPSILANT! (734) 477-9052 

c CHECK OUT OUR N E W STORES 3 

ALLEN PARK/LINCOLN PARK 
Metro Cell, (313) 388-6800 
A N N ARBOR/YPSILANTI 
Meijer (Advanced Communication), (734) 827-11 
Wireless America, (734) 480-0304 NgVV 
AUBURN HILLS/ROCHESTER 
Advanced Communication, (248) 364-4000 
Cellular Center, Inc., (248) 853-7755 
Meijer (AEB), (248) 393-7400 
Rapid Page & Cellular. (248) 375-5550 
Telecom USA (248) 601-1818 

BELLEVILLE 
Cyntel Communications, (734) 699-8188 

BIRMINGHAM/BEVERLY HILLS 
Cellular Advantage, (248) 646-3600 
Star 1 Communications, (248) 290-3000* ^ y / . 

BLOOM FIELD/W BLOOM FIELD 
Cellular Advantage, Inc. 
(248) 960-5700, {248) 723-8158 fvfVV 
Cyntel Communications (HQ), 880-429-6835 
Midwest Autotel Services, (248) 960-3737 
Pager One. Inc., (248) 538-2100 
Total Communications, (248) 745-9800 

BRIGHTON/S LYON 
MB Signal, (810) 220-8500 
Rapid Page, (810) 632-3300 r,'P,V 
Skylink, {248) 486-7800 

BROWNSTOWN 
Airline, (734) 692-8800 jygvy 

CANTON/WESTLAND 
Airconnect, {734) 641-7114*, (734) 467-6000 

PageOne, (734) 394-7000 
PageTec, (734) 455-5100, (734) 641-8888 
CLARKSTON/OXFORD 
Appliance & Elec. Brokers, (248) 628-3333 
Champion Communications, (248) 922-0800 
Meijer (AEB), (248) 628-0000 
Platinum Communications, (248) 394-0699 
CLINTON TWP70AKLAND TWP. 

Champion Communications, (586) 954-3333* 
Cyntel Communications, (586) 792-8400 wgvv 
imperial Plus Communications, (586) 868-2700 
MegaCd, (810) 286-3333 
Rapid Page, (810) 416-0000 
DEARBORN/GARDEN CITY 
Fox Pagers, (313) 581-1100 
Page World, (313) 323-3333 w f w 
PageTec, (734) 421-8000* 
Sound Advice, (313) 582-5599 
DETROfT/EASTPOINTE 
Advanced Communications, (586) 498-9700 
Pag eland Cellular, (810) 779-6900 
PageTec, (313) 794-8000 -
DOWN RIVER AREA 
Airline Paging, (734) 285-8700 
Cellular Advantage, Inc., (734) 362-7200* 
E Ike-Ceil, Inc., {734) 374-1020 
l-Wireless, (734) 374-1000, (313) 295-4321 NEW 
PageOne, (313) 295-4000 ~ \ " * * " 
Pager One, inc., (734)675-1600 
Pager One, Inc., Southland Mall, (734) 374-1800* 
Platinum Communications, (313) 291-5000 j^gyy 
FARM INGTON/FARMINGTON HILLS 
Metro Communications, (248) 442-9100 
Stellar Communications, (248)476-2210 
Wireless America, (248) 478-8500 NEW 

467-6300 

FERN DALE/HAZEL PARK 
Cyntei Communications, (248) 399-3040 
Rapid Page & Cellular, Inc., (248) 542-3333 
FUNT 
Joe's Pagemaster, (810) 743-3151 
Metro Cell, (810) 767-7900 
Platinum Communications, (810) 655-5757 
GROSSE POINTE/ST. CLAIR SHORES 
Advanced Communication, (586) 773-4700 
(313) 884-1000, (586) 775-5800 N p w 
Metro Cell, (313) 417-2520 
Sound Security, (810) 776-8600 
Wireless America (586) 776-2000 
HIGHLAND 
Rapid Page, (248) 887-8495 ̂ g y v 
HOLLY/FENTON 
A-1 Wireless, (248) 634-4100 
Cellular Advantage, (810) 714-1800 
Pager On®, Inc., (810) 714-3333 
IMLAY CITY 
Custom Controls, Inc., (810) 724-5800 

UVONIA/REDFORD 
Airconnect, (734) 632-9999 N£VJ 
Fone-Tec, Inc., (313) 387-960£T" 
Meijer (Advanced Communication), (734) 261-0500 
Premier Cellular, (248) 442-7100 
Rapid Page & Cellular, (734) 422-6800 

MACOMB COUNTY 
Airtime Cellular, (586) 949-8000 
All-Time Communications 
(586) 727-6884, (586) 725-6884 
Gold Line Communications, (586) 336-9622 
(586)254-7570,(586)677-4655 
Joe's Pagemaster, (810) 245-1500 
Meijer (AEB), (586) 992-0700 
Page World, (810) 948-3000, (810) 532-8888 
Star Plus Communications, {586) 997-3399 

MONROE COUNTY 
Cellular Advantage, (734) 240-1100 N E W 

MT. CLEMENS/HARRISON TWP. 
Fonepage, (586) 783-8200 
Metro Cell, {810) 790-5900 
NOWNORTHVtLLE 
Cellular Center, Twelve Oaks Mali, (248) 347-0081* 
Metro Ceil, (248)449-4299 
ORION/ORION TWP. 
A 8c P Communications, (248) 393-7070 
Discount Video, (248) 693-4543 

OKTONVJLLE 
Pagecell, (248) 627-5857 

PLYMOUTH 
Pager One (Inside Kroger), (734) 454-0662 
PONT1AC 
A & P Communications. (248) 332-0116 
PORT HURON 
Beeper and Cellular Outlet, (810) 385-1400 
Matro Cell, (810) 385-6913 
ROYAL OAK/BERKLEY 
American Telecommunications, (248) 288-0980 
Cellular Cellutions, (248) 582-1100 w r w 
Meijer {Cellular Advantage), (248) Z8?£2900 j 
Star 1 Communications, {248) 541-1400 
SHELBY TOWNSHIP 
Rapid Page, (248) 601-3333 
SOUTH FIELD/LATHRUP VILLAGE 
Page World Communications, (248) 353-0020 
SOUTHGATE 

Meijer (Pager One), (734) 282-3400 j y g w • 

STERLING HIS. 
Cell Touch, (586) 795-0077 N £ W 

Champion Comm, (586) 26b-/755* 
Hi-Tech Communications, (810) 264-4444 

Meijer (Airtime Cellular), (586) 268-6880 N m 

Metro Cell, (800) LEADER-1 . " 
Premier Cellular, (586) 977-2331 
TROY/MADISON HTS. 
Cellular Advantage, {248) 435-9800 
General Cellular, (248) 524-3232 * 
Imperial Plus Communications, (248) 399-5355 
Platinum Communications, inc., (248) 879-0000 
Rapid Page, (248) 828-2739 
" ' I Page (Inside the new Meijer) 

' NEW 

(248) 307-2222 NEW 
Star Wonder, (248)362-2122 M g w 
WALLED LAKE/W1XOM 
Meiier (Cellular Center), (248) 449-1000 N E W 

Midwest AutoTel, (248) 960-4446 
Pager One, Inc., (248) 926-1100 
WARREN/ROSEVILLE/FRASER 
Advanced Communication, (586) 774-5200 
Airtime Cellular, LLC, (586) 751-(WO 
Airtime Cellular, Macomb Mall, (586) 293-1400 
Cell Touch inc., (586) 751-3777* • 

Imperial Plus Communications, (586) 759-4600 
MegaCel, {810) 756-0000 
Wireless America, (586) 415-4200 N E W 
WATERFORD/COMMERCE 
Cellular Advantage, (248) 618-8000* 
Meijer (Advanced Communication) 
(248) 669-1600 NEW 
Pagecell Communications, (248) 738-6500 
Pager One, Inc., (248) 623-2100 . 

Skylink (HQ), (248) 363-3900 

WOOOHAVEN 
Meijer {Advanced Communication), (734) 362-7' 

Authorized Retailers • tori a s s ® ™ smm i f f j f f f 

For Wireless Service Information: 
http:// www.fcc.gov/cgb/wirelessphorie.pdf *Open Sunday For free delivery, 

call 1-866-CINGULAR. 
Phone price and offer 
may vary by location. 

Service offer available to new and 
existing customers. 

Limited time crffer. Credit approval and new seivice commitment on eligible Cingular calling dan required. Offer cannot be combined with any other 
Airtime in excess of any package minutes will be charged at a per minute rateoTS.19 to $.49. Airtime and other measured usage are rounded 
prorated S150 early termination fee applies. Promotional features may be canceled after initial term of the service contract' Induded Long Disk 
is required. Rollover Minutes; unused package minutes expire: (1) after twelve months. (2i immediately upon default or (3) if customer changes 
first month's billing. Rollover Minutes are available cm Cingular Home plans S39.99 and higher. Cingular does not,guarantee uninterrupted sen/ice coverage. Cingular Home 

" " ' a, Nokia Connecting People and the Nokia 3300 Series phones 

I offers. Calls 

I Distance: i 
full minute 

subject to taxes, universal service charge (currently S-55), gross receipts 
at the end of each call for bi ling purposes. S.79 roaming charge outside the Home 

»•< 

, . _ „ „ , s or registered trademarks" of Nokia Corporation, 
, Inc. 2002. Cingular Wireless is a registered trademark. Cingular Rollover, "What do you have to say?" and the graphic icon are Service Marks of Cingular Wireless LLC. ©2002 Cingular Wireless LLC. 

brochure for details. Copyright © 2002 i. Ail ric trademarks or 

which am subject to change. 
A non-

a non-rollover dan: Rolled over minutes are not redeemable for cash or credit and a're not transferable, ftinutes will not rollover until after the 
'Plans require either a multi-network (GAIT) or TDMA only handset. Other conditions and restrictions apply. See contract and rate BaSanetbja 

no otner cnaraes, wnicn am suojea to o 
calling area. $36 activation fee applies., 
la! calling is additional, Cingular Long Di 
ierable. Minutes will not rollover ui itHaf Is 

. MOTOROLA and the Stylized M Logo are registered in the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. O 

L. PDF oeoeoaesro 

http://www.observerandeccentric.com
http://www.cingular.com
http://www.fcc.gov/cgb/wirelessphorie.pdf
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• Comedy show 
Elvira Kurt, voted "funniest 

female comic" at the 
Canadian Comedy Awards, 

brings her dark humor to the 
Ann Arbor Comedy 
Showcase, 314 E. l iber ty , Ann 
Arbor. Shows are at 8 p.m. 
Thursday, Dec. 19, and at 8 
p.m. and 10:30 p.m. Friday-
Saturday, Dec. 20-21, Tickets 
range f rom $9-$13. <734) 996-

• Local singers. 
Michigan singer-song-

wr i ter Joel Mabus headlines 
at Mama's Coffee House on 
Saturday, Dec. 21, at the 
Birmingham Unitarian 
Church, 38651N. Woodward, 
at Lone Pine, in Bloomfield 
Hills. Patricia Pettinga and 
Bill Willging open. 
Performances start at 8 p.m., 
after an open mic at 7:15 p.m. 
Admission is $10; $8 fo r sen-
ior citizens and people 16 
and younger. Call (248) 569-
0965 for more informat ion 
and (248) 626-4650 to 
reserve an open mic s l o t 

• Choral lest 
More than 150 singers wi l l 

l i f t their voices dur ing the 
second Dearborn Holiday 
Choral Festival, Friday, Dec. 
20, in the Ford Community & 
Performing Arts Center, 
Dearborn. The holiday event 
begins at 8 p.m. Friday, Dec. 
20, in the center, at Michigan 
Avenue and Greenfield in . 
Dearborn. Performers 
include the Jubel lat ion 
Handbell Choir f rom Christ 
Our Savior Lutheran Church 
in Livonia and the Dearborn 
Community Chorus. Tickets 
are $14, $11 and $8. (313) 943-
2345. 

• Coo! cartoons 
See 25 new cartoons, 

including Happy Tree Friends 
(pictured) and a few old 
favorites at the 10th annual 
Spike and Mike's Twisted. 
Animation Festival, 9:30 p.m. 
today (ThursdayHtecJ?); 8 
p.m. and 10:30 p.m. Thursday-
Monday, Dec. 26-30: and 9:30 
p.m. Thursday-Friday Jan. 1-2 
at the Magic Bag, 22920 
Woodward, Ferndale, 
Tickets are $7. „ 
(248) 544-3030. 

Home-cooked 
Eatery 
offers a 
taste of 
Italy. B8 

GALLERIES « THEATER « DANCE « DINING 

£ 

Mary Callaghan Lynch and Matthew Rybak sing the lead roles in "Amahl & the Night Visitors." The holiday classic is 
the inaugural production of the Motor City Lyric Opera. 

New company 

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN 
STAFF WRITER 

; he phone never stops ringing as Mary 
Calla " 

tion. 

jj Callaghan Lynch nears the opening of the 
• Motor City Lyric Opera's inaugural produc-

l. Usually, all the Bloomfield Hills soprano 
is show up and perform her role, but 

producing Amahl & the Night Visitors requires 
attention to behind-the scenes details like light-
ing, publicity and programs. 

Lynch realized when she founded the Motor 
City Lyric Opera it was going to take hundreds 
of hours to coordinate principals and chorus 
members before a final dress rehearsal with the 
Detroit Chamber Winds & Strings and the 
Rochester-based Eisenhower Dance Ensemble, 
but now time is running out. The production 
opens today and runs through Sunday at Music 
Hall Center for the Performing Arts in Detroit. 

Lynch performs the role of the mother who 
steals gold from the three kings Kaspar, 
Melchior and Balthazar, who are played by 
University of Michigan School of Music profes-
sors Steve Lussman and Daniel Washington, 
and Canadian tenor John Mac Master. Matthew 
Rybak and Brandon LePage alternate in the role 
of Amahl, the young boy unable to walk without 
a crutch. 

"It's been all-consuming but it's also energiz-
ing," says Lynch. "It's very creative. It's a brand-
new company and I'm very passionate about 
this piece." 

It's not like Lynch hasn't produced Amahl 
before founding her company. She presented 
the opera three years ago in Monroe and the last 
two years at Music Hall. Still it's no easy task to 
orchestrate eight principals, five dancers and 
form the 16-voice Motor City Lyric Opera 
Chorus under the direction of Brazeal Dennard. 

"I felt it was the right time to start a company 
that did opera in English," says Lynch. "Our 
mission is to make it accessible and affordable 
for families. The biggest challenge was finding 
funding and I'm grateful to Chrysler Jeep 
Superstores and DaimlerChrysler. Other than 
funding, it's the nuts and bolts of putting a com-
pany together, the day-in-and-day-out." 

The phone rings and it's a chorus member 
who's misplaced her music. It rings again. 
Paula Tutman, a reporter at WDIV Channel 4, 
is calling with questions about producing a 15-
minute documentary to be shown before the 
curtain rises at each of the performances. Last 
year, to mark the 50th anniversary of the Gian 
Carlo Menotti opera that debuted on the 
Hallmark Hall of Fame Series in 1951, Lynch 
asked the composer to direct the Detroit pro-
duction. Like the live production, it aired every 
Christmas Eve until 1967, Lynch hopes the 
Motor City Lyric Opera's AmaM becomes a 
Detroit holiday tradition. 

"It's my most cherished childhood memory. 
We watched it on TV every Christmas Eve," says 
Lynch. "It's about a child and I was watching as 

PLEASE SEE OPERA, B 2 

Mary Callaghan Lynch founded the company to 
opera accessible and affordable for families. 

AMAHL S THE 
MIGHT VISITORS 
W h a t Motor City Lyric Opera 
presents Gian Carlo Menotti's 
opera about a physical ly-
chal lenged young boy 

When: 7:30 p.m. Thursday, 
Dec. 19,1 p.m. and 6 p.m. Saturday, 
Dec. 21, and 1p.m. and 4 p.m. 
Sunday, Dec. I I 

Where: Music Hall Center 
for the Performing Arts, 350 f 

Madison, across f rom the Gem 
and Century theaters, Detroit 

Tickets: $20, $10 
children and students. 
Call (313)963-2366 

Artistic 
Expressions 

Linda 

Chomin i 

What do you get when you put together a 
green dragon and a slayer who don't want to 
fight each other? A fun-filled afternoon for 

children of all ages. But the musical comedy is just 
one of the ways to celebrate the holidays at Henry 
Ford Museum in Dearborn. Visitors can enjoy the 
annual train display, and listen to the sounds of 
Christmas before and after laughing at the antics 
of the September Productions players as they tell 

Kenneth Grahame's tale of The 
Reluctan t Dragon. 

The crowd of elementary stu-
dents in the audience at a recent 
morning show was sure having a 
good time. 

"It's a Jot of fun," said Kirk 
Hanley of Farmington. Hanley 
plays the dragon who'd rather 
read poetry and paint than hurt 
anyone. Hanley performed at 
Detroit's Second City until last 
summer and before that starred 
in Adventures of a Frog Prince, a 
Hartland Theatre Co. production 
which ran at the museum during 
the 2001 holiday season. "It's a 

fun story about preconceived notions. I always call 
him a bit of a dandy. For me it was a great chance 
to learn new dance steps and I even learned how 
to salsa. There are five dance numbers in 45 min-
utes. We get lots of families on weekends. It works 
on a couple of levels. Adults won't be bored." -

I can testify to that Slapstick by slightly offbeat 
characters together with music and effects by per-
cussionist Brian Golden and keyboard player Martin 
Mendalbaum make for an enjoyable experience. 

"With the music and sound effects, I'm adding a 
dimension to the production that makes it more 
like a cartoon," said Golden of Farmington. This is 

PLEASE SEE DRAGON, B6 

- HOUDAY EXPRESS 
What Musical and dramatic presentations, sing-a-
longs, hands-on act iv i t ies, hol iday decorat ions and 
a 640-square- foot model t ra in display 

When: Continues to Wednesday, Jan, 1 
Hours are 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday-Saturday, 
noon to 5 p.m. Sunday. Closed Dec. 25 

Where: Henry Ford Museum, 
20900 Oakwood Boulevard, west of the Southf leld 
Freeway, south of Michigan Avenue, Dearborn 

Admission: $8.50-$13.50, children under age 5 
and members free. For in format ion, 
call (313) 271-1620. For IMAX ticket prices 
and show times, (313) 271-1570 

Highlight 
• September Productions presents the musical 
comedy The Reluctant Dragon in the Anderson 
Theater inside the museum 2:30 p.m. Saturday-
Sunday, Dec. 21-22, and Friday-Monday, Dec. 27-30. 
Tickets are $8, $7 children. For advance tickets and 
reservations, call (313) 982-6001 

' r x V 

Kirk Hanley plays the 
lead role in September 

Productions' 
'The Reluctant Dragon.' 

The musical comedy 
continues to Dec. 30 at 

Henry Ford Museum. 

Ballet Shoes or Wing Tips? 
Makes no difference as long as you take 
time to put your feet up, get comfortable 
and spend some time with us. 
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a child. The documentary 
includes an interview with 
Menotti. We're recreating his 
story. This is a Menotti produc-
tion. 

"It's really special. I want to 
get children away from video, 
want them to experience live 
theater and sound. Opera -
there's nothing like it." 

Michael Atchoo was only 10 
years old when he first saw 
Amahl & the Night Visitors at 
Music Hall last year. Today, he 
steps onto the Detroit stage as a 
member of the children's cho-
rus. 

The Troy student has never 
sung opera before and couldn't 
wait for the first rehearsal in 
Smith Theatre at Oakland 
Community College in 
Farmington Hills, where 
Lynch's brother, Ed Callaghan, 
is president. 

Friends and family have 
come together to help with the 
production in any way they can. 
Mary Ann Atchoo, Michael's 
mother, agreed to let her son 

audition not only because of 
her friendship with Lynch but 
because of the opportunity for 
Michael to sing in an opera 
company with professionals 
like Lynch, who has performed . 
in numerous roles with 
Michigan Opera Theatre, 
Dayton Opera and Toledo 
Opera since graduating with a 
bachelor's degree in theater 
from Marygrove College. 

"It's given him a different 
appreciation for music when 
someone shows an interest in 
you like Mary," says Atchoo. 
"I'm so excited. Michael's fairly 
interested in piano and has 
won awards. I think it's so nice 
for him to be well-rounded, and 
it gives him an appreciation for 
the arts. Theater is one my pas-
sions and the symphony. We 
took the kids to see it last year. 
I just loved it. It was only 50 
minutes long and in English." 

A student at St. Regis 
Catholic School in 
Birmingham, Michael thought 
the "music and story were 
great," so even though he really 
didn't expect to pass the audi-
tion, the 11-year old wanted to 
try out for the chorus, 

"My favorite part is when 

Steve lussman, John Mac Masters and Daniel Washington play the three kings following a star that wil 
special child for whom they bear gifts. 

take them to a 

i rietmam 
'unch 

1.-5:30 EM. 
$29.00 

Children: 6-12 $12.00 
Children: 5 & under FREE 

Just A Few Hints About 
Our Delicious Menu... 

• Carving - Slow Roasted 
Tenderloin of Beef with 
Orange Balsamic Glaze 
• Pearborn Ham with 

Mustard Molasses Sauce 
• Fresh Salads 

• Lobster Corn Chowder 
• Cold & Smoked 

Seafood Bar 
• Wild Mushroom Ravioli 
• Cassoulat of Puck 

Coufit 
Just to name 

a few 

Amahl gives the crutch to the 
wise men and then he can 

says Michael. 
s message of Amahl & the 

Night Visitors — that it is in the 
giving that we receive •— is 
what makes the story impor-
tant for Sara Rottman this holi-
day season. The mother of a 
20-month-old and with anoth-
er child on the way auditioned 
for the chorus after hearing 
about the production from a 
fellow member of Kirk in the 
Hills Presbyterian Church 
Choir in Bloomfield Hills. 

"It's geared toward kids and 
getting kids interested in 
music, and being a Christmas 

opera it's great for the holidays," 
says Rottman, a Waterford resi-
dent. "I've never done opera 
before but was always in choral 
groups in Pennsylvania and 
Grand Rapids. I auditioned for 
it because it was something dif-
ferent. It's been fun. It's been 
very fast Rehearsals began at 
the end of November and we go 
on Dec. 19" 

This is the second year for 
members of the Eisenhower 
Dance Ensemble. Artistic 
director and founder Laurie 
Eisenhower choreographed the 
dance last year under the 
watchful eye of Menotti. Like 
Atchoo and Rottman, it was 

ROMA 
r m w t ' BANQUETS 

27777 Schoolcraft 'Livonia 32550 Cherry Hi l l 'Garden City 
PA mile E. of Mlddlebelt) d blocks, of Venoy) 

Lavish Gourmet Buffet at Both Locations Featuring: 
Cracked peppercorn Encrusted PRIME RIB, 

Premium Bar Package 
Continuous Entertainment 

with; 
Steve King and the Dittllies 

Tie optional 
* Ail Reserved Seating 

$ 1 4 0 per couple 
(must be 2i or over to attend) 

(734) 427-9110 

For information about advertising 
in this unique section please call 

Dylan at 734-953-2167 

U-Choose • Ule Cut 
Scotch Pine and Douglas Fir. 
Also fresh cut FraserFlr from 

North Carolina! 

Roping 
• UJreaths 

• Refreshments 

Worming Boom 

• Weekend UJagon Rides 

Continuous Entertainment 
with: 

Channel 6(Band) 
• Black Tie Optional 

• All Reserved seating * 
s 1 2 0 per couple : 

(must be 21 or over to attend) . ! 

(734) 422-4550 0 

< 0 1 M U M S I H U H 
\ i ; i i i i h i 

Once again we have a fine 
se l ec t i on o f trees. All sizes. 

Lots of premium.. . 
Fir, Frasier Fir, 

Fir, A 
Scotch Pine 

39 yr». In the 

€©CKRIIM'S FARM MARKET 
35S41 PLYMOUTH RD. 

3/4imw,^W^Rd,sersm0mM 
Open 9am-9pm, 7 days 

ftattaiee lake 
Christmas Tree form 

Ciarkston, Mi 

•75 Ciorkston C-xic 91, North 2 Miles on 
iVi-) 5 Left on flcttolee'lake Rd. 1 Mile 

Thursday thru Sunday 
Nov. 29th thru Dec. 22nd 

* 

r f l j p j Calling All Families!!! 

f f h ( tomhollow Tree Farm 
Cut your own Christmas Trees! 

First quality trees at a reasonable price and friendly service too! 

T h o r n h o l l o w T r e e F a r m 
4 4 3 8 7 Hull Rd. , Be l lev i l l e 

734-699-3709 
1-94, exit 190, south thru town, continue south on Sumpter 1 mile 

turn left, entrance Vi mile on right. 
to Huil, 

Howell Nature Center 
Fresh Concolor, Fraser, Douglas Fir 

Huge variety of fresh cut Fir, Sprues and Fine 
Limited supply of U-Cut Scotch Pine 

• Ropes* Wreaths • Poinsett ias-Tree Shaking •TVee Wrapping • 

On The Weekends: 

J P | ? "Breakfast with Santa" 
t r i S December?. 6,14. & 15 

• Warm Refreshments (Reservations required) 

5 1 7 - 5 4 6 - 0 2 4 9 lOOS Triangle Lata Road, Howell • Off D-19,5 miles S of 1-96 (exit 137) 

( 3 3 6 ) 6 2 5 - 9 1 2 7 

Xerri's 
X-imas Trees 

C h o o s e & C u t 
' Scotch Pine • Douglas Fur • Blue Spruce • White Spruce 

Prc-Cut • Frazier Fir W5 to Exit 8 
_ , (Willkareton Rd.) 

. . 9 :00am-Dusk ( 7 3 4 J 654-9573 Follow Signs 

BOUCHAN'S TREE FARM 
O P E N ©-S DAILY 

visit our farm at 44020 Hull Road • Belleville 
( 7 3 4 J 690-6483 O f (734) 697-9600 
Assure Freshness, Cut your own tree!! 

cut-Your-Own Austrian, Scotch and White pine/Spruce 
pir, pine and Spruce pre-cuts available £22. 

Santa Claus and Wagon Rides 
Weekends Only 

Refreshments available in 
Warming Barn 

Wreaths, Crave Blankets, 
Rocked Trees and 

Centerpieces 
Special Orders Tool 

Free wrapping and shaking 
FREE Chnsvmas CD witn c;icn rico Dmch.v;c 

Eisenhower's first opera but not 
her first collaboration. 
Eisenhower Dance Ensemble 
frequently brings in guest cho-
reographers for its five-concert 
season. She's currently working 
with the Southfield-based 
Detroit Chamber Winds & 
Strings and the Great Lakes 
Chamber Music Festival for a 
June 28 performance of 
Stravinsky's The Soldier's Tale 
at the Seligman Family 
Performing Arts Center at 
Detroit Country Day School in 
Beverly Hills. 

"Frankly, I was a little nerv-
ous about the project with 
Menotti coming last year," says 
Eisenhower. "It's a very short 
dance by the peasants for the 
three kings and I incorporate 
some of the chorus people. 
That was my biggest task 
because Menotti didn't want it 
to feel separate from the pro-
duction." 

Lynch attributes the success 
of the production to artists like 
Eisenhower and board mem-
bers like Tutman, Martha 
Reeves and Frank D. Stella, 
who are willing to devote time 
to bring opera to a larger audi-
ence. The 2003-2004 season 
offers a spring production of 
Little Women in addition to the j 
holiday classic Amahl & the J 
-Night Visitors,-but-before-then- 1 

Lynch and Reeves plan to take 
the art into metropolitan • 
Detroit classrooms with an ! 
Opera on Wheels program. 

"We're just getting it off the 
ground," says Lynch. "It's really 
so gratifying to talk to kids 
about opera. I was in a third-
grade classroom in West 
Bloomfield and was amazed 
how none of them had been to 
a real opera. You want to hook 
them young, I took my daugh-
ter Caitlin at age 21/2 to see 
me sing the role ofYum-Yum in 
The Mikado at Michigan Opera 
Theatre. I taught voice and she 
came to choir with me and now 
she's entering the Cincinnati 
Conservatory of Music for a 
master's degree in fall after 
graduating with a degree in 
vocal performance from 
University of Michigan. My son 
Paddy was 4 years old when I 
was Musetta in La Boheme. He 
sat there for the entire three 
acts and didn't move. They just 
grew up with it. It's been part of 
their lives. 

"With the company I want to 
present family-friendly opera, 
to make it accessible, very cost-
friendly. The idea was for them 
to be able to go and experience 
a piece of theater. Amahl is a 
perfect introduction into the 
world of opera for audience 

be their first opera. We're hop-
ing to reach families. I feel 
grateful to make a difference in 
children's and families' lives." 

Ichomin@oe.hom8comm.net j (734) 953-2145 

All Aboard 
I j [Vl-Q The Holiday Express 

A travel-themed winter wonderland 
comes to life with a 640 square-foot 
model train layout, Santa's daily 
arrival by train and so much more. 
You can even get your tree at the 
Museum's Greens and Christmas 
Tree Shop. Make memories to last a 
lifetime at Holiday Express. 

uRF.hNrihL! 
i V I I , 

Dearborn, MI 
313.9B2.6001 

www.hfmgv.oig 

I l o l i ( l ; i \ Iwpr i 'ss ;il I l i-nn lord M u s e u m 

Nn\ 2*) - .fill) 1 

Discover local food finds each Sunday in Taste 

Too Late 1 
f o r those las t minute ads 
tha t Just had t o get in! 

Beverly Hills -3 bedroom, 1.5 
bath, family room, fireplace. 
1250 sq.ft., ali appliances, 
washer/dryer. $1075/mo. 
Available now. 586-524-2128 

BIRMINGHAM -1159 Cole. 3 
bedroom, new carpet & 
kitchen. Screened porch, base-
ment, garage. 248-647-7079 

CANTON 3 bedroom brick 
ranch, 1.5 bath, family room 
with fireplace, new kitchen all 
appliances, washer and dryer, 
finished basement, 2 car 
garage, immaculate, $1425 
per month plus security. No 
pets. (248) 388-4770 

Customer Service 
Animal Behavior 

Full lime, Will Train. 
Please send resume to Brian: 

@dogstartraining.com 

Ghalrside Assistant 
/ Front Desk 

Experience preferred but will-
ing to train the right person. 
Pay depending on experience, 
insurance exprience a plus. 
Please call to set up an inter-
view. 248-644-6136 

$1,000 WEEKLY with new 
system! Replace the old MLM 
slow-pay way with the new 
EMM Money machine! 
Computer required. Free info 
800-242-0363 Ext. 1143 

JAGUAR 1996 XJ6 - 55K. 
sunroof, CD, no winters, 
$17,000. 586-263-4694 
XJ6 1994 Calif. car..200K 
freeway mi. Flawless, 1 owner, 
$4500 firm. 313-585-7855 

JUS 1998 V12. Arizona car, 
80,000 miles, S4500/best 
offer. {734} 525-1424 

1-S0O473-SELL 
Cai! today for stalls! 

s i r m 
1-800-578-SEU«HMl 

Earn extra SS 
advertise with O & E 
1-800-579-SELL 

Ask about our NEW 

observerandecc0ntrie.com 

You'll Find Your Regular HomeTown Classifieds 

Following the Real Estate Section! 


