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• Jump time 
Students from Gallimore 

Elementary School will hit 
the Big Ten on Saturday. 

The Ropers, a group of stu-
dents in the first-f ifth 
grades, will be jumping 
rope during the half time of 
Saturday's University of 
Michigan mens' basketball 
game at Crisler 
;Arena. 
; • During the performance, 
Ropers will perform two 
four-minute routines set to 
;music. The game starts at 
12:30 p.m 

: • Holiday music 
I Christmas will be in the air 
-for Canton residents who 
want to travel to Northville 
for "Christmas on Main 
Street," a musical review of 
holiday music bound to bring 
back memories. 
• Performances are sched-
uled at 7 p.m. Fridays, Dec. 13 
and 20, and at 7 p.m. 
Saturdays, Dec, 14 and 21. 

.The musical review fea-
tures 13 children and four 
adults, who perform tradi-
tional Christmas songs, 
- "There's a story line," said 

Christine Zayti, a spokes-
woman for the performance. 
"They all go to a Christmas 
party and sing songs. It's a 
family show." 

The concerts are at the 
Marquis Theatre, 135 E. Main 
St. Children younger than 3 

daren't allowed. For.more. 
Information, call (248) 349-
;81E 

• Church donations 
: Members of St. John 
Neumann Catholic 
Church in Canton will donate 
items to needy people for 
the holidays on Dec, 22. 
Church members will form a 
human chain to load a truck 
with food, clothing, toiletries 
and toys. 

The donations were made 
via the Jesse Tree. 

Parish members took 
tags from the tree, 
which prompted them to 
buy the items for needy 
people. 

II boys and girls, 
naughty or nice, 

.know Santa Claus 
will soon be checking 
his Christmas List - and 
checking i t twice. That 
means Canton young-
sters need to get their 
"letters to the Jolly Old 
Elf written and on their 
way to the North Pole. 

Once again, the 
Canton Observer is ask-
ing youngsters to send 
us their letter to Santa 
atong with a school pic-
ture to appear in the 
Observer before 
Christmas Day. To make 
sure we have time to 
forward the letters to 
the North Pole, get the 
letters to us by no later 
than Thursday, Dec. 19. 
• Individually post-
marked letters should 

. be sent to Santa, care of 
the Canton Observer, 
794 S. Main St., 
Plymouth, Ml 48170. 

BYTONYBRUSCATO 

S T A F F W R I T E R 

More than 200 people who 
attended the second of three 
Plymouth-Canton Schools 
vision meetings Monday night 
had an opportunity to "vote" on 
what they want for the district 
in the next 5-10 years. 

Among the priorities of dis-
trict residents for Plymouth-

Canton Educational Park: 
a Equal indoor and outdoor 

athletic facilities for the three 
high schools, including a new 
swimming pool at Plymouth 
High School. 

• Adequate heating and ven-
tilation systems. 

• Seamless access to technol-
ogy, with support. 

S Physical equity for all the 

Listed as top priorities for the 
middle schools: 

B Remodeling of classrooms. 
B Anew middle school in 

Canton to serve the population 
WUl. 

J Air conditioning in all mid-
dle schools. 

B Facility equity in all the 
middle schools. 

Listed as major necessities for 
the district's elementary schools: 

* 

B Air conditioning in all 
buildings. 

B Remodeling older class-
rooms to be equitable with 
newer schools. 

B Additional classroom space 
to meet population growth (in 
southwest Canton), 

B Safe, convenient and segre-
gated bus, auto and pedestrian 
zones. 

B Separate gyms and multi-

purpose areas. 
"I'm looking for equity 

between the schools, that the 
facilities are even, such as air 
conditioning and storage," said 
Jean LaPointe of Plymouth, who 
teaches at Tonda Elementary. 
"Buses are real important. Right 
now we don't have afternoon 
buses for field trips." 

PLEASE SEE SCHOOLS, A4 

f meal ti 
senior citizen residence. She wil l be leaving her job on Dec. 31. 

Holiday dinner 
'last supper' 
for Hauck 
BY JEFF COUNTS 

S T A F F W R I T E R 

When the senior citizens at Canton 
Place gather next week for a 
Christmas dinner with all the trim-
mings, it wilLbe the last supper for 
Ginnie Hauck, who has managed the 
senior housing complex for 12 years. 

Hauck will be leaving her job this 
month as the result of a dispute with 
National Church Residences, an 
Ohio-based nonprofit organization 
that owns Canton and Sheldon Place. 

Structural problems with the three-
year old Sheldon Place forced its clos-
ing in August 2001, and prompted the 
relocation of 52 residents. The ensu-
ing dispute between National Church 
Residences and the builder left Hauck 
without a job. Her last day is Dec. 31. 

cared more about 
T d i 

• on Wednesday. It was t ine of those extra things she did as director of the 
PLEASE SEE HAUCK, A7 

Canton group 
has money 
for students 
BY JACK GLADDEN 

STAFF W R I T E R 

The Canton Community 
Foundation has more than $20,000 
in scholarships available this year for 
qualified applicants who are resi-» 
dents of Canton, Plymouth or 
Plymouth Township. 

The 29 scholarships range from 
$300 to $2,000. About half are for 
$500. 

Most of the scholarships are avail-
able to adult non-traditional students 
as well as high school seniors, said 
foundation president Joan Noricks. 

"As more and more adults are 
returning to school, many of them 
apply for and are recipients of these 
scholarships. We are unique in that 
sense." 

Since the program began in 1990, 
when five were given out, the founda-
tion has awarded $190,000 in schol-
arship money. 

In the beginning the scholarships 
were all from the foundation itself, 
she said, but five years ago Noricks 
approached other organizations that 
were offering scholarships and 
offered to let the foundation serve as 
an umbrella group. 

PLEASE SEE SCHOLARSHIPS, AT 

More Cherry Hill units approved 
BY JEFF COUNTS Monday approved a plan pro-
S T A F F W R I T E R posed by Village developers to 

increase the number of hous-
Cherry Hill Village will have ing units allowed per acre 

more people living in its cen- from four to six. 
tral area than expected. Cherry Hill Village is a neo-

The Canton Township traditional development at 
Planning Commission on Ridge and Cherry Hill roads, 

with mixed housing that 
ranges from smaller cottage-
like homes on small lots to 
larger estate-size residences. 

David Stollman of Cherry 
Hill Investors had sought the 
change in the number of resi-
dences per acre because the 

larger estate-size homes 
weren't selling as well as the 
smaller units. 

Jim Constantine, the village 
planner, contended the 
increase in density would "let 
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Canton 
BY JEFF COUNTS 

S T A F F W R I T E R 

State budget cuts won't have. 
much effect in Canton where 
the community grows by about 
8 percent a year. 

That growth offsets any ; 

decline in state revenue sharing, 
according to Tom Yack, supervi-
sor. 

The state legislature recently 
approved $337.4 million in cuts 
to help the state prop up a 
budget deficit created by a sag-
ging economy. 

"It didn't come as a shock," 
said Yack. "The governor tried 
to cut revenue sharing before by 
$3.5 million." 

"It's not going to be a big deal 
for us," he said, adding there 
won't be any changes or staff 
reductions. 

National economic woes and 

the state's ailing revenues did 
prompt Canton officials to 
rethink capital projects, he said. 
The township won't be con-
structing a new building for the 
parks department. 

Yack said state budget cuts 
will create more problems for 
fully-developed communities or 
ones required to make infra-
structure improvements. 

He was critical of the state 
budget because spending wasn't 
cut for prisons, education and 
the city of Detroit. He pointed 
out that Detroit receives $350 
in state revenue sharing for 
every person, while Canton 
receives $27 per person. 

In August, Yack successfully 
lobbied in Lansing against cuts 
in local revenue sharing that 
would have taken $2 million 

CUTS, A7 
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Memorial candles 
Lindsay Moyer (left) l ights a candle in memory of her cousin, 
while Pat O'Donneil (on stage) reads the names of children who 
have died young. The annual candle-lighting ceremony is part 
of International Children's Memorial Day, which was organized 
by Barb Kilgore of Canton, whose son, Mike, a 16-year-old stu-
dent at Salem High School, died in March 1998 after suffering a 
massive heart attack. Michelle Bannestea (right) of Bedford 
honors the memory of her mother. 
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District hires Ryan for school job 
BY TONY BRUSCATO 

STAFF WRITER 

In what can be termed the 
worst-kept secret in the 
Plymouth-Canton school dis-
trict, the Board of Education 
voted 7-0 to take the "interim" 
tag away from the title of 

- SuperintendentJi m-Ry an. 
In a multi-goal evaluation 

that gave an average score of 
4.3 out of 5, the board unani-
mously recommended Ryan be 
appointed the district's super-
intendent. 

The board will begin discus-
sions on a four-year contract 
with Ryan, who currently earns 
$133,700. A final evaluation of 
Ryan for the 2002-03 school 
year will be completed before 
Mayl. 

There was no lack of acco-
lades for Ryan, who has served 
as the interim superintendent 
since July when Kathleen 
Booher resigned her position. 

S "He has true characteris-
tics as a leader... he is fair... he 
is honest... and most impor-
tantly he is a brave man," said 
Trustee Many Staley, "We are a 
tough community, and it takes 

someone with courage to take 
those calculated risks and to 
help us see through all of those 
things that come our way." 

• "Jim brings out the best in 
the district, in his core team 
and the best in the board," 
added Trustee Joanne Lamar. 
"The sense of calm that we did-

Education knew it wasn't just 
about him. 

"My only worry was I wanted 
to make sure they know there 
are other people that do the 
work," he said. "I didn't want 
too much credit. It's important 
for them to know it's a total 
team effort 

n^t-usecHohave in this district"——"You wantit to be a good 
is there now; 

• "I am thrilled at how unit-
ed we are as a team, and how 
united we are with you," said 
Treasurer Judy Mardigian. "It's 
a tough job... but I know you 
have everything that it takes to 
do an excellent job as our 
superintendent, and I am 
grateful to have you." 

Ryan is no stranger to the top 
position in a school district, 
having served as the CEO in 
both the Reed City and Waverly 
school districts in the past. He 
was hired nearly 18-months ago 
as Plymouth-Canton's deputy 
superintendent, a position that 
will now be filled with the ele-
vation of Ryan. 

Ryan admitted he didn't have 
any worries about getting the 
job. However, he wanted to 
make certain the Board of 

match, and the board keeps 
demonstrating over and over 
again we're moving along in a 
pretty positive relationship," 
said Ryan. "I work for them. 
I'm not their boss" 

Ryan said he and his core 
team will now sit down and 
talk about what needs to be 
accomplished before the end of 
the school year. 

"I think we're going to focus , 
on the big issues, with number 
one being the high school 
renewal, with the bond issue 
and the vision planning 1-A," 
said Ryan. "Budgeting may be 
next because if we don't get the 
(state) foundation increase that 
was budgeted, and the retire-
ment rate goes up, we could be 
looking at a serious deficit." 

tbruscatoioe.homecomm.net (734) 459-2700 
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Canton approves 
BY JACK GLADDEN 

STAFF WRITER 

Canton trustees approved 
two rezoning requests and a 
special land use amendment at 
an abbreviated board meeting 
Tuesday night 

A request by Tim Yerebeck to 
^ e z o f f e ^ 2 5 ^ r ^ ^ l ; K ^ w e s t 
side of Beck Road between 
Ford and Saltz from rural resi-
dential to single family residen-
tial was approved. 

A second request from 
Danny Veri of Livonia Builders 
was approved to rezone 10 
acres on the east side of Beck 
from rural residential to single 
family residential. 

Both rezonings were in con-
formity with the township's 
future land use map of the 
comprehensive plan. Township 
staff noted that the request was 
also in conformity with land 

use patterns emerging along 
the west side of Beck. 

A request from the owner of 
Canton Mini-Mart, the Mobil 
station on the southwest corner 
of Lilley and Cherry Hill, to 
extend hours of operation was 
also approved. 

When the station was grant-
edspecialland use approvalm" 
1994 it was conditioned on the 
basis that the operating hours 
be limited to 5 a.m. to 11 p.m. 
Monday through Saturday and 
6 a.m. to 10 p.m. Sunday. 

Attorney Bryan Amann, rep-
resenting the station owner, 
said the request to extend 
hours to a 24-hour operation 
was based on safety issues and 
providing service to the area. 
Board members noted that the 
nature of the site has changed 
since the original approval was 
given, citing the development 
of the Holiday Market 

rezoning 
shopping center adjacent to the 
station. 

In other business the trustees 
voted to reappoint Judith 
Glotfelty and Pam Swiderek to 
three-year terms on the Council 
for Community Excellence 
effective Jan. 1,2003. They 
voted to appoint Sandy 
Granowicz to a three-year term™ 
on the council. 

Jeff Smith was reappointed 
to an additional two-year term 
on the Community 
Development Block Grant 
Advisory Council. The five-
member council reviews 
requests for CDBG project 
funding, makes recommenda-
tions to the board of trustees, 
holds required public hearings 
and offers overall guidance to 
the CDBG program. All mem-
bers are Canton residents. 

jgladden@oe.homecomm.net | (734) 459-2700. 

Goodfellows come up 
$4,000 short in drive 

"Our top paper seller, 

BY JEFF COUNTS 

STAFF WRITER 

A case of "what's going 
around" and the inability to 
hawk papers on the streets 
has left the Canton 
Goodfellows $4,000 short 
this year. 

ur top pap 
John Burdziak Jr., was out 
with a sore throat," said 
Nancy Spencer, Goodfellows 
president "He usually came 
back with $500. It was a big 
hit" 

Hie drive was short of 
paper sellers, with just 20 
showing up for the sale on 
Saturday, she said. 

"On top of that we 
can't sell papers in the 
street anymore. The 
Canton Public Safety 
Department stopped us 
from doing that" 

The inability to get the 
papers to people was a bit 
frustrating, she said, adding 
that large retailers don't give 
the Goodfellows access to 
their stores. 

Because of the shortfall, 
"we're begging and pleading 

with people to make dona-
tions." 

The group made $3,200 
this year. And that money 
won't go far to help the 342 
persons from 150 needy 
homes, she said. 

She attributed the large 
number of needy people on 
the list to the economy. 

"Last year some of these 
people were on the edge, 
and this year, because of lay-
offs and other situations, I 
think many got pushed over 
the edge." 

The paper sale is the 
largest one-day community 
fund-raiser the organization 
holds each year. 

The Goodfellows did 
receive donations from Wal-
Mart, Sam's Club, Bob 
Evans and Holiday Market 
this fall. 

The holiday baskets 
include food, toys and a $25 
gift certificate for each kid. 

Hie organization also 
accepts donations by check. 
Make it payable to Canton 
C^odfellowsjiisoS, Cuntm 
Center Road, Canton MI 
48188. 

TEAM partner named 
brightest and best 

A western Wayne County business 
has been recognized as one Detroit's 
101 Best & Brightest Companies to 
Work for the second, year in a row. 

Spring Engineering & 
Manufacturing also received the 
Elite Award for Employee ' 
Communication and Recognition. 
Only 10 companies out of the 101 
Best & Brightest received the distin-
guished honor of being an "Elite 
Award" winner. 

The honors were presented at an 
awards ceremony at the Troy 
Marriott Hotel last month. 

The program is sponsored by the 
Michigan Business & Professional 
Association, The Detroit Free Press, 
DaimlerChrysler, Fox 2 News, 950 
WWJ Radio, TVoy Marriott and Delta 
Dental. Spring Engineering is the 
lead industry partner in the TEAM 
program through the Community 
Schools and William D. Ford Career 
Technical Center. 

Metro Detroit's 101 Best and 
Brightest is an annual effort to iden-
tify and honor Southeast Michigan's 
most desirable employers, those that 
excel in human resources practices, 
such as recruitment and retention, 
compensation and benefits, employee 
communication and recognition, 

motivation and enthusiasm and com-
munity initiatives. 
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Canton man charged after police chase 

. PHOTOS BV PAUL HURSCHMANN | OBSERVER 

Fiegel Elementary students walk around the schoolyard during their lunch break as part of the school's Feeling Good 
Mileage Club. 

Hiking for the health of it 
Fiegel Falcons 
use walking to 
promote fitness 
BY TONY BRUSCATO 

STAFF WRITER 

The Fiegel Elementary 
Feeling Good Mileage Club 

• recently walked 1,993 miles, 
making its way to Durango, 
Colo, 

I Well, it seemed like it was 
that long a walk. 
Approximately 250 Fiegel stu-
dents spent six weeks walking a 
quarter-mile course three days 
a week to promote physical fit-
ness, and as an alternative to 

s participating on the play-
ground. 

The nearly 2,000 miles 
walked by those who partici-
pated was calculated to reach 
Colorado. • * 

Andrew Souders finished 
first among all students, regis-
tering 40 miles during the exer-

• cise. 
"I didn't walk a lot... I'm on 

the soccer team and I do a lot 
of running," said Souders,8, a 
third-grade Fiegel Falcon stu-
dent. "It helps keep me in 

1 

Sometimes, the students don't just walk, they break into a run while taking 
part in Fiegel Elementary School Feeling Good Mileage Club. 

COP CALLS 

A 26-year-old Canton man 
was charged with fleeing and 
eluding and commission of a 
felony with a motor vehicle 
Tuesday after leading Canton 
Police on a high-speed chase 
late Monday night. He was als 
charged witffbeing a second^ 
time habitual offender. 

The incident began about 
11:30 p.m. when a man driving 
a 1985 Chevrolet Monte Carlo 
was stopped by a Canton Police 
officer on southbound Haggerty 
near Cherry Hill. The office 
noticed that the car had broken 
brake and tail lights and a 
missing trunk lock. 

After checking the man's ID, 
the officer discovered he had a 
misdemeanor warrant for his 
arrest out of Westland for fail-
ure to appear on a loitering 
charge. As the officer attempted 
to arrest the man, he sped of 
northbound on Haggerty. 

A pursuit followed with the 
man driving about 70 miles per 
hour on Haggerty to Ford, then 
west on Ford to Sheldon. He 
turned south on Sheldon, then 
west on Cherry Hill and north 
on Canton Center. 

The chase ended at an 
Amoco Station at Cherry Hill 
and Canton Center, when the 
suspect pulled into the station 
and surrendered without fur-
ther incident. 

SAFE CRACKING 

Two Dearborn Heights men 
are facing the possibility of life 
in prison after about $20,000 
in cash and credit card receipts 
were stolen from LaShish 
Restaurant in Canton on Dec. 
3. 

A 31-year-old man was 
arraigned Sunday on a charge 
of safe breaking and breaking 
and entering. He is being held 
on a $25,000 cash bond. A 17-
year-old suspect is expected to 
be arraigned on similar 
charges. 

Two holes were cut in the 
safe to gain entry, police said. A 
portion of the money was later 
recovered from the home of the 
31-year-old man, who 
cook at the restaurant. 

Burglary suspect 
Police released this picture taken from a video security tape of a man who 
broke into the Sav-More Drug Store on Hanford east of Canton Center last 
week. The man, who broke in through the back door, was in the store for 
about 10 to 12 seconds. Nothing was reported missing. "We need help identi-
fying this suspect," said Canton Police Detective Mike Steckei. "He's a sus-
pect in several other break-ins at local businesses." Anyone with information 
is asked to call Canton Police at (734) 394-5400. 

ROBBERY 

A 31-year-okl Canton man 
was robbed of an undisclosed 
amount of money Tuesday 
evening after making an ATM 
withdrawal from a Ford Road 
bank. 

Tvvo men approached the 
man as he sat in his car adja-
cent to an ATM at Standard 
Federal Bank, One of the pair 
pointed what appeared to be a 
handgun at the Canton man 
and demanded money. 

Police said the man 
handed over the cash he had 
withdrawn and the suspects 
fled on foot. 

They were described as black 
males, ages 16 to 18, both wear-

s. One of them 
was also wearing 

Anyone with information 
about the incident is asked to 
call Canton Police at (734) 394-
5400. 

MONEY SCAM 

Police are looking for a white 
male in his late 30s or early 40s 

who scammed a Pizza Hut 
employee out of a small 
amount of cash Sunday. 

The man entered the restau-
rant about 2:30 p.m., spoke 
with a manager and claimed to 
be an employee of Murray's 
Discount Auto store across 
Ford Road. 

He told the manager that 
Murray's safe was on a timed 
lock and he needed to borrow a 
small amount of cash. The 
gave the manager a s< 
keys as collateral. When the 
manager gave him the money, 
the man left in a gray vehicle 
westbound on Ford. 

The manager became suspi-
cious and called Murrary's, 
where she learned that he did 
not work there. 

He was described as weigh-
ing about 190 pounds and hav-
ing black/gray hair. 

Canton Police Sgt. Todd 
Mutchler said a similar inci-
dent occurred recently at ' 
another business. 

Anyone with information 
about the incidents should call 
Canton Police at (734) 394-
5400. 

The walking program was 
begun three years ago at Fiegel 
as a way for kids to stay in 

" shape. 
The top five finishers this 

year included Souders; Jacob 
" I Leib, 39.25 miles; Cory Welch, 

- T 37.25 miles; Travis Michalak 

Students Earned water bott les antf certificates for their efforts, and were 
given tokens for every five miles they walked in Hegel's Feeling Good Mileage 
Club. 

and Andrew Tung each regis-
tering 37 miles. 

Students earned water bot-
tles and certificates for their 
efforts. 

Walkers were also given 
tokens for every five miles they 
walked. 
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America's ran 

V o u u j a n t v a r i e t y ? 
6m'erson offers a wide array of ceiling fans 
and accessories to match any decor. UJith! 
neu) fans, exclusive finishes, and unique 

light fixtures, and nearly unlimited 
combinations and choices will have you 
going round and round frying to decide. 

10 DAYS ONLY 

Starting at ^ 

a 

H Ml Lb 

ELECTRICAL 

37400 W.Swen Mite Road • Livonia, Ml 48152 * (734) 464-2211 ^ 
WWW.BROSEELECTRiCAL.COM 

A GIFT FOR 
EVERYONE ON 

YOUR LIST 

SATURDAY 
C€C. U 

© P E K 
1 0 - 1 0 

FRiOAY 
DEC 13 

O P E N 
1 0 - 1 0 

TUESDAY 
DEC. 10 

OSHESS 
1 2 - 9 

WEWSSDAY 
DEC » 

THURSDAY 
DEC, 12 

SS3ESS 
1 2 - S 

SUNDAY 
DEC. 8 

MONDAY 
CSC. 9 

THURSDAY 
DEC. 19 

SPSSI 
l O - I Q 

FraOAY 
DEC. 20 

O S P S & 
l O - I O 

SATURDAY 
CSC. 21 

9 P E » 
1 0 - 1 0 

WEDfCSOAY 
OEC 18 MONDAY 

OEC. 18 
SUNDAY 
DEC. IS 

TUESDAY 
DEC, 17 

w c a WE5NES&W 
0EC2S 

FWDAT 
DEC. n 

S P S S 
1 

THURSDAY 
DEC. 28 

MONDAY 
OEC, 23 

TUESDAY 
DEC. 24 

SUWJAY 
DEC. 22 

Happy Holidays 

HUNDREDS OF 
SHOPS SELLING 
EVERYTHING 
IMAGINABLE! 

AN ENDLESS CHOICE 
OF FINE JEWELRY 

SE' .V-Pf iECICUS S T O N E S • C H A R M S 

OVER 30 JEWELERS 

PAGERS & CELL PHONES 
14K GOLD & SILVER 
LEATHER GOODS 

TOYS • PETS 
FIGURINES 

COLLECTIBLES 
HOUSEWARES 

STEREOS & SPEAKERS 
FUDGE & CANDIES 
WESTERN BOOTS 

FURNITURE 
PURSES • MOVIES 

VIDEO GAMES 
LEATHER COATS 
MENS, WOMENS & 

CHILDRENS CLOTHING 
PAGEANT DRESSES 

AFRICAN ART 
WATCHES • CANDLES 
COLOGNE & PERFUME 
SPORTS MEMORABILIA 
C.B. RADIO • NASCAR 
CUTLERY * GUITARS 

JUIDMUCH, 
MUCH MORE! 

SOFTWARE 
HARDWIRE 

ACCESSORIES 
INCLUDING 

1,000'S OF C.D.'S 
SHAREWARE 

GAMES • BOOKS 
SCANNERS 
MONITORS 
MODEMS 

KEYBOARDS 
& MORE! 

wivnm 
180 

TABLES 

SAVE IP 
I® 10% 

ON NEW AND 
USED PRODUCTS 

FiUay Is set-up dsy.notaS dealers p&Vtipsia 

SAME S©% - SfJSIH 
¥0SJe WHW COMPOTEH 

Seminar by Chuck Qrtfor 
"THE COMPUTER GURU" OF IHC 

EB!M£ (12PM • 8PM} Sign Up; Decide 
what system to build; Purchase hardware. 

SAHJBP&; {Class from 1PM - 8PM) 
SUtiDdX (Class from 1PM - 6PM) 

OTHER CLASSES AyAILABl F-
UESRAPING. RFPAIR. WEB SITp 

DESIGN ft MnPF 
FOR MORE INFORMATION, 

PLEASE CALL 248-486-3368 

ibraltar 
T R A D E C E N T E R . INC. 

TAYLOR 
I-75 & EUREKA RD 

(EXIT 36) • 734-287-2000 
GIBRALTARTRADE.COM 

FREE 
FRIDAY ADMISSION 

WITH THIS COUPON 
FRIDAY, DEC. 13TH ONLY OE 

Looking for a new recipe? 
Read the Taste section in Sunday's Observer. 

http://www.observerandeccentric.com
mailto:tbruscab@oe.homecomm.net
http://WWW.BROSEELECTRiCAL.COM
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SCHOOLS 
FROM PAGE A1 

A high priority is air condi-
tioning installed in school build-
ings throughout the district. 

"When the weather condi-
tions inside the school is 104 
(degrees) and it's a sheet of 
heat, that affects learning and 
productivity," said Kathy 
Dascenzo, a kindergarten 
teacher at Bird Elementary. 

The Canton Cruisers had 
plenty of representatives look-
ing for a new pool at Plymouth 
High School. "We have a hun-
dred kids on our waiting list, 
and that's a problem," said a 
Cruiser coach. 

And, Central Middle School 
continues to be a topic of dis-
cussion. 

Laura and Robert Simpson of 
Plymouth Township, who have 
children at all levels in the 
Plymouth-Canton school dis-
trict, believe the Plymouth com-
munity is losing it's identity, 

which is why they want Central 
to remain viable as a school. 

"It's right across from the 
main Plymouth library, and 
kids can go there after school 
where there are more opportu-
nities and resources," said 
Laura Simpson. 

"Plus, Central's athletic facili-
ties have better tennis courts 
than the high school, they've 
got a football field, they've got 
baseball fields, they've got a 
pool" sakTKdbert Simpson. 
"Why tear it down when it's 
already got it. How much is it 
going to cost to replace it some-
where else?" 

However, some teachers are 
questioning the feasibility of 
Central as it is today. 

"Teachers are very isolated in 
that building, and if it contin-
ues as a school we redly need 
to look at a major restructuring 
to make a viable learning envi-
ronment for students and a 
good place for teachers to 
work," said Marry Ann Foss of 
Plymouth Township, a seventh 
and eighth grade teacher. 

Jeff Phillips of Plymouth, 
with three students in the dis-
trict, felt too much effort was 
being devoted to brick and 
mortar and not enough to 
improving MEAP scores. 

"What are we doing to make 
education better?" he said. 
"We're here to educate kids, and 
we need to keep that in mind. 
We've really lost our goals." 

The information gathered at 
the vision meeting will be 
^sorbedbythe 26-member 

Wayne-Westland to seek tax shift in vote 

Bond Steering Committee and 
condensed into what they 
believe are the top priorities in 
the district. The information will 
be presented at the third vision 
meeting, scheduled for Feb. 3 at 
Discovery Middle School. 

Ken Jacobs, the districts 
executive director of support 
services, said the steering com-
mittee plans to present the 
findings to the Board of 
Education next spring, with the 
possibility of a bond issue to be 
decided by voters next fall. 

tbruscato@oe.fiomecomm.net | (734) 459-2700 
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For the Perfect Holiday Dinner 

N o w we've made it more conven ien t for you to enjoy T h e A u t h e n t i c HoneyBaked 

Ham*, spiral-sliced and coated wi th our famous sweet, c runchy glaze. Visit us a t our 

HoneyBaked Ham* and HoneyBaked Express* locat ions listed below. 

S / f t ' t ' / f t f t / / t • Z / f / r / t ' / t J J f / f / t ' / 

IOKI. MK UIONs \ X l ' K i : ^ I.OC \ l !ON> 

A n n A r b o r 

B i r m i n g h a m 
31-190-South f ie ld ! 

L i v o n i a 
15303. Morrimon Ro 

> n ' 

R o s e v i l l e 

C n n t o n T o w n s h i p S t e r l i n g H e i g h t s 

D e n r b o r n H e i g h t s 

D e t r o i t 

H a r p e r W o o d s 
E;isll;incl Center 

Taylor 

A u b u r n H i l l s H i g h l a n d 
Mei jer Snook's Butcher 

.>.v, ! iv"i:! Shoppe 
. 1 • i«• li-?' M:::i! 

B l o o m f i e l d H i l l s ' ' ' l l 

Vic's Market R o c h e s t e r H i l l s 
vv- l- '1 in 1 «j!** Pnp;i Joe's 

: • ; •>.•'£. s Mi1- -"JI.- •• r H.-K! 

Brighton " 1 ' 
Tnorcllo's Market W a r r e n 
i -1 •!!•.=: i i . . .: Produce Palace 

Chester f ie ld Twp. 
Meijer W a t c r f o r d 

. V. • 7 ! • '< Tonuta's Foods 

W e s t B l o o m f i e l d Ft. G r a t i o t T w p . 
Meijer 

Iwtli i/linL 1 tl.ium 

2.00% APY* 
Your Choice Checking 

Zero Fees** and No Waiting 
in Line...a/( the Time? 

N O BULL! 
The Fed c o n t i n u e s t o c u t i n t e r e s t r a t e s b u t 

S t e r l i n g B a n k a n d T r u s t m a i n t a i n s i t s h i g h 

s t a n d a r d s o n p r o d u c t s l i k e " Y o u r Cho i ce 

C h e c k i n g , " w h e r e y o u c a n e a r n 2 . 0 0 % A P Y * on 

$ 2 5 0 0 o r m o r e a n d D i r e c t D e p o s i t T h i s i s 

o n e o f t h e h i g h e s t r a tes i n t h e s t a t e b u t 

this offer won't last forever. 

O p e n a " Y o u r Cho i ce C h e c k i n g " a c c o u n t w i t h 

D i r e c t D e p o s i t a n d y o u ' l l r e c e i v e : 

• Checking 
• Online Banking 
® Bill Pay 
• ATM Card 

a n d S t e r l i n g w i l l e v e n p a y e a c h m o n t h u p t o 

y o u r f i r s t f i v e ATM f e e s f r o m o t h e r b a n k s . 

Steeling 

www.3ter i ingbank.com 

CIAWS0N 
248 435-2840 

ROSEVILLE 
586 294-2950 

DEARBORN 
313 274-3030 

SOUTH FIELD 
248 948-8799 

GROSSE PT. WDS. 
313 882-2880 

STERLING HTS. 
586 268-5200 

LIVONIA 
734 462-4106 

WATERF0RD 
248 674-4901 

ROCHESTER HILLS 
248 656-5760 

W. BLOOMFIELD 
248 855-6644 

& 
MEMBER •Annual Percentage Yield (APY) accurate as of 12/01/02 and is subject to change without notice. Interest compounded 

monthly. Stated APY for balances of J2500 or more. Minimum to open account is $500. "D i rec t Deposit must remain 
E I T v H P a n account to have fees waived. Account wil l begin to accrue fees if Direct Deposit is removed from account, 
a Sterling Bank & Trust, FSB. Southfield, M I . 
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BY SUE MASON 
STAFF WRITER 

Voters in the Wayne-
Westland Community Schools 
have a Feb. 18 date with the 
voting machines, after the 
Board of Education at its meet-
ing Monday approved a request 
for a special election. 

Residents will be asked to 
approve a 1 mill-tax levy to"ere-' 
ate a sinking fund to continue 
the work being done on school 
buildings and maintain the 
improvements already done as 
part of the $108 million bond 
issue that was passed in 1998. 

The 1 mill, which is $1 of 
every $1,000 in the taxable 
value of property, represents 
debt millage from 1992 that 
was refinanced for five years as 
part of the '98 bond sale. Its 
expiration will lower the dis-
trict's indebtedness slightly 
from the 5.14 mills in '98 to 
5.13 mills, assuming the sink-
ing fund 1 mill is approved. 

The district is projecting no 
real change in the tax rate 
because of the expiration - j u s t 
a shift in taxes going for a bond 
to taxes going for a sinking 
fund. 

"We're very conscience of not 
adding any additional burden 
to taxpayers, but the committee 
in 1997 told us loud and clear 
they never wanted us to allow 
our buildings to get in the con-
dition they were in (again)," 
said Superintendent Greg 
Baracy. "We're not asking for 
any more than what we're cur-
rently paying. For a $100,000 
home that's about $44 a year or 
12 cents a day." 

Under state law, districts can 
ask for up to 5 mills for 20 
years for a sinking fund. 
However, Wayne-Westland is 
asking for 1 mill for 10 years. 

It's projected to generate 
$2.3 million in 2003 or $28 
million over the 10 years, Gary 
Martin, assistant superintend-

THINKING ABOUT 

FREE ESTIMATES 

(734)525-1930 
Our 28th Year/ 

ent for business, told the board. 
"One mill is a very prudent 

and reasonable amount to ask 
for," he said. "It is a cost effec-
tive way to finance repairs." 

TIGHT CONTROLS 

A sinking fund is even more 
stringent than bond funds. It 
can't be used to pay salaries or 

^ b M e f i t s n j r t i r F n e w ^ t a f f i ^ t a t S * 

approval also is needed to 
spend the money. 

"Bonds are audited at the end 
of five years after you get the 
money, while a sinking fund is 
audited every year," Martin 
said. "You can spend sinking 
funds on many of the same 
things, except buses and hard-
ware." If the district doesn't 
spend the money according to 
the law, if it's found it's not used 
in the way it was designed to 
use, the district "must cease 
and desist the sinking fund 
immediately," Baracy added. 

According the ballot language, 
the money would be used for the 
construction or repair of school 
buildings, improvement and 
development of sites and the 
purchase of real estate for sites 
for school buildings. 

There also is language that 
would allow for the purchase of 
school buses and technology, if 
state lawmakers approve a revi-
sion of the law. That revision 
has been approved by the 
House of Representatives, but 
has yet to clear the State Senate. 

The district has been explor-
ing the idea of a sinking fund 
for several months. According 
to Baracy, it comes from the 
work done by the bond com-
mittee in 1997-

That committee looked at • 
what needed to be done and 
came up with a list of renova-
tions and needs that topped 
$250 million. That was pared 
down and the most pressing 
needs and priorities were 
included in the $108 million 

bond request. 
Baracy believes the district 

has done several things to 
establish credibility with resi-
dents, including refinancing 
the 1992 bond, which saved 
taxpayers $1 million a year, and 
delivering on the promises 
made during the 1998 bond 
election. "We did all we said we 
would and more," Baracy said. 

GOOD SUGGESTION 

In making the motion to 
approve the request, Thistee 
Mathew McCusker told his fel-
low trustees that he didn't "want 
to see us go back to where we 
need $108 million for repairs" 

"I think the administration's 
suggestion for one mill is a 
good suggestion," he said. 
"We've done extremely well 
with the $108 million. 
Everything has gotten done and 
only those things in the bond 
book got done." 

The board voted 7-0 to 
approve the request and most 
members verbally voiced their 
support for it. 

"As a person who was deeply 
involved in the bond issue, I see 
the need to protect the district's 
investment," said Trustee Skip 
Monit. "Now that the bond 
work is close to completion, it's 
an important aspect to provide 
this. I don't appreciate the 
additional burden of taxes, but 
it will well worth it down the 

> do a lot of thinking 
about this," added board Vice 
President Cindy Schofield. "I 
don't like taxes like you. I have 
rental properties and this will 
affect me, but I had to put that 

best for this school district. 
We've gone many years putting 
Band-Aids on problems and I 
don't want to go back there. If 
we don't do this, we're going to 
be in the same position of five 
years ago." 

UNITED TEMPERATURE 
8919 MIDDLEBELT'LIVONIA 

W. oeoao«B7oo . 

BACK PAIN? 
R e d f o r d , M I - According to a recently released back 
pain relief report, most back pain sufferers have no 
idea how to el iminate their pain. Some use heat , 
others ice. From s leeping on the floor, to pi l lows 
underneath the legs, back pain relief techniques vary. 
But thanks to a free report, local back pain sufferers 
"finally k n o w ~ e x a c t l y w h a t t o do. To get a c o p y of" 
t h e f r e e "Back P a i n R e l i e f Report", cal l to l l - free , 
1-888-281-7640. (Toll-free, 24 hour recorded message) 
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FIGHT BACK - DUMP CABLE TODAY! 
Get More for Less... 

H & I 1 H B U S H ] 
Installation 
Up to 4 
Receivers 

H a n d l f i i g 

Programming 
i T V 2 TVS 3 TVb 4 t V s 

$27 e $32 It $378 $42 tt 

WW-$368 $41B $4611 $510 

$45B $508 $S8S $609 

Call 
Today 

FREE 
1st month 

SERVI 

p g r W i 
Persona! Video Recorder 
Pause Live Television 
Record Ltve Television 

N@W 
O N L Y 

800-377-8875 ifiJ 
* * ~ w www.dishnet4u.com 

Also 
Available 

FREES: FREE 
2 for I £«££ 

; UNLIMITED 
Call Waiting N igh t & W e e k e n d 

Nokia 1260 

Reg Price $79:95 ea. 

1 Phone $34.95 

2 Phones $49.95 

mail-in 
rebate $100.00 

Motorola ¥60 
Reg Price $ T 9 £ h 9 9 - e a . 

1 Phone $129.95 

2 Phones $189.95 

rebate " $ 1 0 0 . 0 0 

Final $89.95 
P n c e for 2 Phones 

Z'Zaaia Final Y o u M a k e 
Pnce $50.00 

Madison Hts 
29 W. 14 Mile Rd 

S.W. corner Next to She! 
248-583-5555 

$34.99 Unlimited 
$49.99 Unlimited 
$74.99 U n u n i t e d 

21330 Gratiot Ave. 
3 blocks West of 8 Mile Rd. 

tZQd^AAQ-AAAA 
w v v ^ f v T * r 7 * y 

Some restrictions may apply. Rates subject to change without notice. See store for details, 
' r r ' ' " P D F O E 0 8 0 8 4 4 1 7 

http://www.0bseryer3ndeccentric.c0m
mailto:tbruscato@oe.fiomecomm.net
http://www.3teriingbank.com
http://www.dishnet4u.com
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AT THE LIBRARY 
DID YOU KNOW... 

• Children may come to the 
library during the month of 
their birthday and add their 
names to our "Birthday Wall?" 

• The Internet Branch's 
Special Multimedia 
Collection focusing on 
"Genealogy" is a perfect com-
panion to Internet courses 
conducted by the library? 

• Children who have a pet 
are less likely to get sick and 
miss school than their peers 
without cuddly companions? 

• A new device called 
SpeechEasy, worn like a hear-
ing aid, has been shown to help 

stuttering in 85 percent of 
patients? 

• Dec. 15 is the registration 
deadline for the January Book 
and Pizza Club for teens? Topic 
for discussion is Holes by Louis 
Sachar. 

WEB WATCH 

Check out these new Web 
sites: 

• www.littlestevensunder-
groundgarage.com 

• www.themoonlitroad.com 
• www.silent-movies.com 
• www.unusualkentucky.com 
• www.casebook.org 

NEW CDS 

• "The Ragpicker's Dream" -
Mark Knopfler 

• "Sean-nos Nua" - Sinead 
O'Connor 

• "Golden Road" - Keith Urban 
• "My Big Fat Greek 

Wedding" - soundtrack 
• "Bluegrass & White Snow: 

A Mountain Christmas" - Patty 
Xoveless 

•"City On A Hill: It's 
Christmas Time" 

NEW CD ROMS 

• "English Pro" 
• "Learn to Speak English" 

• "The Mummy Mystery" 
(ages 4 and up) 

NEW BOOKS ON TAPE AND CD 

• "Carmelo" - Sandra 
Cisneros (fiction, cassette) 

• "The Veteran" - Frederick 
Forsyth (fiction, CD) 

• "Pale Horse Coming" -
Stephen Hunter (fiction, cas-

• "The Murden Book" -
Jonathan Kellerman (fiction, 

NEW VIDEOS AND DVDS 

• "Along Came Jones" (video 

and DVD) 
S "Roughing It" (video and 

DVD) 
• "Time Of Favor" (video and 

DVD) 

• "Enigma" (video and DVD) 

Q&A 
Q; "What is Masa Harina?" 
A: Mexican in origin, Masa 

Harinais a type of corn-flour— 
made by boiling dried corn in a 
lime solution for about an hour 
to increase the amount of avail-
able calcium. The corn is then 
washed, dried, and ground into 
cornflour. It is common in 
many Mexican foods, most 

notable corn tortillas and 
tamales. 

NEW CHILDREN'S BOOKS 

• "The Nightingale" - Hans 
Christian Anderson (nonfic-
tion) 

• "Betrayed!" - Patricia 
Calvert (fiction) 

• "The Panda Puzzle" - Ron 
-Roy-(easy~fictiorr)—— 

• "Civil War Artist" - Taylor 
Morrison (fiction) 

• "Whistler's Hollow" -
Debbie Dadley (fiction) 

• "Who Sees The 
Lighthouse" - Ann Fearrington 
(picture book) 

Canton 
officers attend 
EMU training 
sessions 

Two Canton police sergeants 
recently completed Eastern 
Michigan University's Staff and 
Command School. 

The 10-month school, which 
began in February, focused on 
personnel management, inci-
dent command, organizational 
behavior and budgeting. Scott 
Hilden and Mark Schultz par-
ticipated in this year's school. 

"One of the most useful 
aspects of the course was to 
meet and talk to people from 
all the other police agencies," 
said Hilden, a 10-year Canton 
veteran. "I found it helpful to 
compare how they do business 
with how we do business. We 
had the opportunity to share a 
lot of real-life experiences with 
people in the profession." 

Schultz said he learned 
numerous ways to improve 
himself as a supervisor. 

"We also learned that there's 
no one best way to supervise," 
he said. 

Graduation ceremonies were 
held in recently in Ann Arbor. 
Canton Public Safety Director 
John Santomauro, an instruc-
tor in the course, was the 
keynote speaker. 

Students spent one week 
each month attending courses. 
Officers had home work and a_ _ 
term paper to complete. 

Hilden studies how technolo-
gy and training have reduced 
the number of officers killed in 
the line-of-duty. Schultz, a 
Canton officer for more than 12 
years, looked at staffing prob-
lems in the are of police dis-
patching. 

"It's really a national prob-
lem," he said. 

"There are a number of fac-
tors. Stress is one. The public 
sector also has a difficult time 
competing with the private sec-
tor in terms of wages and 
perks." 

The program counts as six 
classes toward a master's 
degree. Both Hilden and 
Schultz plan to complete 
advanced degrees at Eastern 
Michigan in interdisciplinary 
technology with an emphasis in 
police supervision. 

HO. Starter Ttain 

Seven Trains 

THE ONLY 
FURNACE THAT'S 
MORE EFFICIENT 

IS THE SUN. 
The WeatherMaker® Infinity™ gas 

furnace by Carrier with 
ComfortHeat™ 
Technology uses 

variable speed 
fan operation to 

warmth evenly 
throughout your 
home. For about 

the same electricity as 
u s e d i n a 100-watt 

GAmDQn&!s.$g&tU> bulb. Combine that 
fifJaaik with the gas savings you'll 

experience and you'll see why the 
WeatherMaker Infinity gas furnace is the 
world's most totally efficient gas furnace. 

* Call us for details 

U N I T E D 
t e m ^ T U R e 

MBATItta a e O O L I M Q 
734-525-1 930 

8 9 1 9 M l d d l e b e S t - L i v o n i a 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 13 AND SATURDAY. DECEMBER 14 ONLY! 

GIFTS 

507c OFF HOLIDAY TOPS SALE 29.99 SWEATERS 50% OFF HOLIDAY TOPS 
Famous-maker hol iday: 
sweatshirts and tees. Reg. 29.00-218.00, 
sale 14.50-109.00. IN LADIES'SPORTSWEAR. 

SELECTION VARIES BY STORE. 

Parisian Signature holiday sweaters. 
Reg. 58.00-72.00. IN UDIES' SPORTSWEAR. 

Ladies' holiday sweaters and turtlenecks 
by Ambra. Reg. 18.00-58.00, sa le 9.00-29.00. 
IN LADIES' SPORTSWEAR. SELECTION VARIES BY STORE. 

SALE 99.99 
LADIES' SUITS 
Reg. 200.00-350.00. IN DRESSES, PETITES AND 
PARISIAN WOMAN SIZES AVAILABLE IN SELECTED STORES. 
SELECTION VARIES BY STORE. 

SALE 14.99 
SPORT SHIRTS Preswick & 
Moore woven sport shirts. Reg. 34.00-40.00. 
IN MEN'S. 

SALE 169.99 
SPORT COATS Fall spor t coats 
from Bill Blass and other famous makers. 
Reg. 350.00. IN MEN'S, SELECTION VARIES BY STORE. 

INTERMEDIATE MARKD0WNS MAY HAVE BEEN TAKEN. 

SALE 16.99 SWEATERS 
Entire stock of Preswick & Moore and Cezani 
sweaters. Reg. 48.00-54.00. IN MEN'S. 

SALE 16.99 
GIRLS' JEANS Girls' denim jeans 

f rom Mudd, Squeeze, Zana-di and more. 
Reg. 30.00-34.00. IN CHILDREN'S. 
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IK OFF LADIES' BOOTS 
Large selection of ladies' boots f r om Nine 
West, Enzo Angiol ini , Naturalizer, Van Eli, 
Parisian Signature and more. Reg. 59.00-
189.00, sale 23.60-75.60. IN WOMEN'S SHOES. 

DEFERRED BILLING 
UNTIL MARCH 2003. 
S e e a s s o c i a t e fo r de ta i l s . 

SALE 29.99 DIAMONDS SALE 79.99 BRACELETS 5 K OFF TRIM-A-HOME 
Your choice of earrings o r bracelets wi th 
,25ctw diamonds. Reg. 150.00. IN ACCESSORIES. 

Huge savings on our entire stock of Felix Chen 
genuine stone bracelets. Reg. 400.00. IN ACCES-
SORIES. 

Entire stock of Trim-A-Home ornaments. 
Reg. 10.00-115.00, sale 4.99-57.50. 
IN TRIM-A-HQME. EXCLUDES WATERF0RD, CHRISTOPHER 
RADK0, DEPARTMENT 56 AND FITZ & FLOYD, 

YOU'RE SOMEBODY SPECIAL 

W I S 
HOLIDAY STORE HOURS: 

SHOP FRIDAY 8:00 AM TO 10:00 PM 
SATURDAY 8:00 AM TO 10:00 PM 

PARISIAN $1,000-A-DAY SWEEP 
o —r (Tm r\r\r\ nA \ r \ r\rr r\\ i \/r\\ i n da n o i a m p n r 
( j l I y) I , U U U r A l U U r r U N Y U U n r A n o l A N O n t 
ONE WINNER WILL BE PICKED EVERY DAY FROM NOW UNTIL TUESDAY. DECEMBE 

CALL 1-800-424-8185 TO ORDER ANYTIME. STORE HOURS: The Village of Rochester Hills and Laurel Park Place open Sun. 12-6, Mon.-Sat. 10-9. FOR INFORMATION cail 
The Village of Rochester Hills (248) 276-6705 or Laurel Park Place (734) 953-7500. CHARGE ITS Parisian Credit Card, MasterCard, Visa, the American Express® Card or Discover®. LOCATED AT THE VILLAGE OF 

ROCHESTER HILLS, CORNER OF NORTH ADAMS ROAD AND WALTON STREET^ AND LAUREL PARK PLACE IN LIVONIA. CORNER OF NEWBURGH ROAD AND SIX MILE ROAD. 

http://www.observeranciecc8ntric.com
http://www.themoonlitroad.com
http://www.silent-movies.com
http://www.unusualkentucky.com
http://www.casebook.org
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Baby's death sparks awareness of foodborne bacteria OBITUARIES 

BY STEPHANIE ANGELYN CASOLA 

S T A F F W R I T E R 

The birth of a new baby is 
supposed be the most joyous 
occasion in a couple's life. For 
Livonia's Angela Babosh, it was 
the start of a personal night-
mare. 

On Christmas Eve of1996, 
Babosh delivered a baby girl 
named Morgan Faith. Two days 
later, the infant died of a food-
borne illness called listeria 
monocytogenes. 

Now almost six years later, 
Babosh was invited to speak at 
a national listeria summit in 
Washington, D.C., meant to 
improve safeguards on the food 
supply. 

If she had been better-
informed of the effects of this 
common bacteria, Babosh 
believes, her first child might 
have survived. 

"I'd like people to be more 
aware of the bacteria so they 
can protect themselves," 
Babosh said. 

She and her husband had 
never heard of listeria. 

She knew not to smoke, not 
to drink and to avoid caffeine, . 
but Babosh never knew that 
foods like lunch meats, unpas-
teurized dairy products and hot 
dogs could contain harmful 
amounts of Listeria, making it 
lethal to an unborn child. 
Smoked fish and cheeses can 
now be added to that list, as 
well as some fruits and vegeta-
bles. 

Babosh has since become an 
expert on the topic. When she 
became pregnant for the sec-
ond time - her son is now 3 
years old - she joked she would 
live on saltine crackers. Her 
family is quite conscious of 
what they eat. Babosh soaks 

most foods in lemon juice, to 
kill any harmful bacteria. And 
her son has never tasted a hot 
dog. 

"I avoided all of what I was 
told the 'bad' things were, but it 
didn't matter," she said at the 
summit. "I lost my baby." 

Babosh is a member of STOP, 
Safe Tables Our Priority, a 
national victim's group based in 
Vermont. She read about STOP 
in a newspaper article and 
became involved a year later. 

"By that time it had been a 
year and a half, two years after 
the incident," said Babosh in a 
recent interview "I had already 
gone through the grieving 
process." 

But she wanted to help 
spread the word on the dangers 
of listeria. She hopes her story 
will be heard by other mothers-
to-be. 

"Unfortunately - there is 
literature " she said, "but 
none of it ever really gets 
through" 

She believes there is more 
information about listeria now, 
but it has taken years for it to 
reach the public. 

"Six years ago, my doctor 
was just astounded," said 
Babosh. "I was bound and 
determined to at least get it out 
there." 

Through STOP, Babosh has 
met other parents whose chil-
dren survived despite the 
harmful bacteria, but they will 
not live normal lives. These 
children often experience • 
bleeding on their brain, which 
could lead to cerebral palsy or 
other serious problems. 

Morgan Faith Babosh was 

H 

jm 

DONALD J. ALLEY 

A n g e l a B a b o s h o f L i v o n i a a n d h e r s o n , J a c o b , l o o k o v e r i n f o r m a t i o n o n t h e 

d a n g e r o u s b a c t e r i a l i s t e r i a m o n o c y t o g e n e s . 

her blood and she couldn't 
fight it. Every year as the holi-
days approach, the Babosh 
family must live with that 
memory. 

"Almost nobody understands 
that 76 million people each 
year are getting sick with food-
borne diseases, and that many 

born with an enlarged liver; become seriously iU and die, 
She was dark purple and had 

spots all over her tiny body. 
The bacteria infected 
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until it happens to them or a 
loved one," said Karen Taylor 
Mitchell, executive director of 
STOP. 

"People like Angela, who 
have the courage to stand up 
and say 'This is what happened 
to me' are the ones that can 
demonstrate how important it 
really is to clean up our 
food." 

A nonprofit organization, 
STOP's mission aims to prevent 
suffering, illness and death 
from food contaminated by 
pathogens. 

The FDA has given a new 

But Babosh said this isn't 
quite enough. 

She and her STOP cohorts 
are pursuing the need for food 
testing on the end product -
before the foods hits store 
shelves and are sold. 

"Listeria is everywhere in 
small quantities," she said. 

"At a certain level, it is haz 
ardous." 

According to STOP's board 
president, Nancy Donley, those 
most at risk for acquiring food-
borne illnesses like listeria 
include children, the elderly, 
individuals with a weak 
immune system, and pregnant 
women. 

"Now more than ever, our 
government should be doing 
everything possible to eradicate 
preventable foodborne disease," 
said Donley. 

For m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n o n Safe Tables 

Our P r i o r i t y , ca l l ( 8 0 0 ) 350-ST0P o r see 

- t h e - W e b - a t w w w . s a f e e a t i n g . o r g . 

additional testing of foods for 
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Ervln John Rabideau 
Services for Ervin Rabideau, 

47, of Canton were held Dec. 13 
at Resurrection Catholic . 
Church in Canton with the Rev. 
Richard A. Perfetto officiating. 
Burial was at glenwood 
Cemetery in Wayne. 

Mr. Rabideau was born May 
18,1955, in Detroit and died 
Dec. 10 in Canton. He was an 
assembly li 
Motor Co. 

Survivors include wife, Mary 
Rabideau; daughters, Stacy 
(Pat) Fischer and Julie (Rob) 
Veal; his mother; three sisters; 
step-mother, Marjorie 
Rabideau; mother-in-law, 
Myrtle O'Brien; and five grand-
children. 

Arrangements made by 
McCabe Funeral Home Canton 
Chapel. 

Eloise Audrey Matsko 
Services for Eloise Matsko, 

89, of Canton were held Dec 12 
at St. Michael Lutheran Church 
in Canton with the Rev. Drex 
Morton and the Rev. Jerry 
Yarnell officiating. Burial was 
at Sunset Hills Cemetery in 
Flint. 

Mrs, Matsko was born Nov. 1, 
1913, in Flint and died Dec. 8 in 
Farmington Hills. She was a 
homemaker. She came to the 
Canton community in 1997 
from Flushing, she was previ-
ously of Plymouth. She 
belonged to the Order of 
Eastern Star of Flint. She loved 
to crochet and knit as well as 
cook. She was a loving mother, 
grandmother and great-grand-
mother. 

Mrs. Matsko was preceded in 
death by husbands, Andrew 

-Matsko and Loren H e r f u r t h ; ~ 
and son, Mark Herfurth. 

Survivors include daughter, 
Sharon (Wayne) Gardner of 
Farmington Hills; grandchil-
dren, Cheri (Pete) Dwyer of 
Clinton Township, Lisa (Dan) 
Whitehead of Plymouth, Judy 
(Bart) Dolley of Flower Mound, 
Texas, Julie (Charles) Stark of 
Novi, Mark Herfurth of 
Waterford, Melissa (Dan) 
Meyers of Arizona, Stephanie 
Herfurth of Royal Oak, Laura 
(Jeremy) Moos of Colorado, 
David (Mamy) Hurfurth of 
Texas, and Aaron Herfurth of 
Bloomfield Hills; 12 great-

-grandchildren^anddiught 
in-law, Christine Hurfurth 
Bloomfield. 

Memorial contributions may 
be given to the church. 

Arrangements made by 
Schrader-Howell Funeral 
Home. 

William J. Resch 
Services for William Resch, 

91, of Plymouth were held Dec. 
11 at the Schrader-Howell 

f R e v T 

Joseph Mallia officiating. 
Burial was at Riverside 
Cemetery in Plymouth. 

Mr. Resch was born Aug. 10, 
1911, in Cleveland, Ohio and 
died Dec. 8 in Livonia. He was 
a retired plant manager for 
Pilgam Steel Wyckoff. He came 
to the Plymouth community in 
1948 from Cleveland, Ohio. He 
was a member of St. Kenneth 
Catholic Church in Plymouth. 
He loved to spend his winters 
in Venice, Fla. He loved to play 
golf, collect stamps, and he was 
an avid gardener. He was a lov-
ing father, grandfather, great-
grandfather, and brother. 

Survivors include sons, 
Robert E. (Janet) Resch of 
Ypsilanti, and William J. 
(Mary) Resch of Madison 
Heights; grandchildren, Jeff 
(Linda) Resch of Royal Oak 
and Eric (Marlene) Resch of 
Madison Heights; great-grand-
children, Max Jeffrey, Chloe, 
and Owen; and brother-in-law, 
Edward Resch of Naples, Fla. 

Arrangements made by 
Schrader-Howell Funeral 
Home. 

Thelma Koskf 
Services for Thelma Koski, 

81, of Detroit were held Dec. 11 
at Vermeulen Funeral Home in 
Westland with the Rev. 
Leonard Partensky officiating. 
Burial was at Mt. Hope 
Cemetery in Livonia, 

Mrs. Koski was born April 19, 
1921, in Burgettstown, Pa., and 
died Dec. 7 in Garden City. She 
was a homemaker. 

Mrs. Koski was preceded in 
death by three brothers and five 
sisters. Survivors include son, 
Edward (Mary) Koski of 
Wayne; daughter, Julia (Bobby) 
Wood of Canton; sister, Anna 
of Arizona; seven grandchil-
dren; 15 great-grandchildren; 
and one great-great-grand-
child; and companion, Roy 

. Shaw of .Detroit. 
Arrangements made by 

Vermeulen Funeral Home. 
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Special Gift? 
ttloun (wins* 

Looking for new decorating ideas? 
Read the At Home section every Thursday in the Observer. 
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Hands On Center F o r P h y s i c a l T h e r a p y 

HELP FOR ARTHRITIC JOINTS 
M a n y of t h e 4 0 m i l l i o n jo in t s be t t e r . Thus, p h y s i c a l activ-

A m e r i c a n s w h o s u f f e r f r o m i!y i m p r o v e s a n d m a i n t a i n s j o i n t 
o s t e o a r t h r i t i s d o n o t e x e r c i s e 
b e c a u s e of jo in t p a i n a n d s t i f fness . In a nu tshe l l , m o s t of o u r phys i -

t h e i r m u s c l e s g r o w c a l p h y s i c a l a b i l i t i e s t e n d t o f a l l 
) t h e c a t e g o r y of ' u s e it o r l o s e 

i t . ' At t h e H A N D S O N CENTER 
F O R PHYSICAL THERAPY, l o c a t e d 

r e s u l t , 
>r a n d 

m o r e p a i n f u l , if 
ir j o i m 
If t h e y 

n t s b e c o m e 
m a k e 

n e e d n o t in P l y m o u t h , a t 6 5 0 S o u t h M a i n 
l imi t t h e i r m o b i l i t y . S t r e e t , w e . u n d e r s t a n d t h e d i f f i 

i n v o l v e d in a t t e m p t i n g t o 
c a r t i l a g e . T h e d i s - w o r k p a s t t h e i n i t i a l p a i n t o 
/ e n t s t h e 

f i n d t h a t 
n e c e s s a r i l y 
O s t e o a r t h r i t i s is c a u s e d ^ b y a c u l 
b r e a k d o w n 

c a r t i l a g e a c h i e v e m a x i m u m p e r f o r m a n c e 
f r o m r epa i r i ng a n d r e n e w i n g itself l eve l s . By w o r k i n g w i t h e x p e r i -
normal iy . H i g h - i m p a c t e x e r c i s e e n c e d phys i ca l the rap i s t s , y o u c a n 
may, i n d e e d , m a k e a r thr i t i s w o r s e , a v o i d t h e c o m m o n p i t f a l l s of o v e r 
howeve r , if t h e r i gh t e x e r c i s e is e x e r c i s i n g a n d p o o r p r a c t i c e 
c h o s e n , ac t iv i ty c a n b e n e f i t j o in t s e r ro r s t ha t resul t in i n c r e a s e d pa in 
by s t imu la t i n g t h e c a r t i l a g e t o t a k e a n d s t i f f n e s s . To l e a r n m o r e , c a l l 
u p n u t r i e n t s . Exerc i se a l s o m a k e s 4 S 5 - 8 3 7 0 . Early m o r n i n g a n d e v e -
m u s c l e s s t ronger , s o t h e y s u p p o r t n i n g a p p o i n t m e n t s a v a i l a b l e . 

PS If you have arthritis and take pain relievers, take thrn one hour before 
exercising. If your joints are stiff, takea warm bath before exercising. 
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CHRISTMAS 
S A L E BE 

Premium Quality! 

FRESH CUT 

WREATHS, 
BUNCHES AND 

ROPING 

25% OFF 
r-m 

\ Huge Assortment Select 
P CHRISTMAS $ 
J-) DECORATIONS c% 

25-60% )„ 

We feature 
Superior Quality 

NATIONAL 
TREES 

) Ornaments * Lights * Gifts t 
Tree Stands * Figurines 

/ Skirts I Stockings * More \ 

5 year warranty 
superior 
construction 

7 3 4 - 4 5 3 - 5 5 0 0 
. w w w . p I y m o u t h n u i s e r y . n e t 

HOURS: T h u r s & Fri 9 - 8 

S a t 9 - 6 • S u n 10-6 

O F F E R S EXPIRE. 1 2 / 1 8 / 0 2 

9 9 0 0 Ann Arbor Rd . /P lymouth Rd 
7 Miles West oj t-27a 

J 1/2 Miles Jinulh o j M M 

ConiiT oj Gotfredson Rd. 

Spring into 
Rates as low as 

a great rate! N j 4.00 
0/ 

/ O 

APR 

New windows, a fresh coat of paint, that addition you've 

been talking about? Let Community Federal make them 

possible with a great rate on a home equity line of credit. 

Visit your local office, call one of us at (734) 453-1200 or 

(877) 937-2328 or visit us on-line at www.cfcu.org to 

find out how you can take advantage of this outstanding rate. 

If you live or work in Plymouth, Canton, 

Northvilie or Novi you can belong. 

ifls 
Wk 

Community 
Federal 

C R E D I T U N I O N 

AT YOUR SERVICE. 
IN.YOUR COMMUNITY. 

(734) 453-1200 or (877) 937-2328 

www.cfcu.org 

The above rate {Prime Rate as published in the Wall Street Joumai -.25%) is based upon loan 
amounts of $25,000 or more with a to to value (LTV) of 80% or less and assumes the discount 
of .25% received when payments are automatically deducted from a Community Federal 
checking account Actual rate will be determined by LTV and the amount borrowed. Maximum 
rate 18%. Minimum rate 4%. A S200.00 cancellation fee is charged to all accounts closed 
within the first 24 months. The annual fee of S50.00 is waived for the first year, a id on a!i 
accounts with balances of $20,000 or more. Information subject to change. t S j Equal 
Opportunity Lender. NCUA - Your savings federally insured to $100,000 by the National Credit 
Union Administration, a U.S. Government Agency. ©2002 Community Federal Credit Union 
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FROM PAGE A1 

"As we continue to expand, 
the foundation is set up to 
administer the scholarship 

To qualify, applicants must 
have befen accepted to a post-
high school educational institu-

point average of 2.5 or better on 
a 4.0 scale and complete an 
application packet. 

Canton residents who live in 
the Wayne-Westland or Van 
Buren school districts are also 
eligible to apply. 

"As long as you're a Canton 
resident, you do not have to 
attend Plymouth Canton 
schools." 

Application forms are avail-
able at the reference desks of 
the Canton Public Library and. 
the Plymouth District Library, 
at the Canton Chamber of 
Commerce or any high school 
counselor's office. They may 
also be picked up at the foun-
dation offices on the southeast t 
comer of Michigan Avenue and 
Sheldon. 

Deadline for receipt of all 
application materials is Feb. 21. 
Applications can be mailed to 
the Canton Community 
Foundation, P.O. Box 87892, 
Canton, MI 48187. Before Feb. 
1 they can be hand-delivered to 
the foundation office on 
Michigan Avenue. After Feb. 1 
they can be delivered to the 
foundation's new office in the 
Human Services Building on 
Ridge Road just north of 
Cherry Hill. 

Scholarships are provided by 
the following businesses and 
organizations: 

Boyer's Meat Processing, 
Canton Community 
Foundation, Eastern Michigan 
University, Regal Construction, 
Wade-Trim, Canton Business & 
Professional Women, Canton 
Historic^. Society, Kiwanis 
Club of Plymouth/ Canton, 
Schoolcraft College, Meredith 
L; Whalen Memorial Fund, 
Canton Chamber of Commerce, 
Paul Desnki Jr. Family, 
Lawrence Technological 
University, University of 
Michigan-Dearborn and Yazaki 
North America. For more infor-
mation, call the foundation 

CITS 
FROM PAGE A1 

out of Canton's budget 
That action averted a tax 

increase for residents. If the 
cutsTiad taken place, the town-
ship would have be forced to 
hike property taxes by 0.8 mills. 
The township tax rate is 1.51 
mills. If it were increased to 
2.31 mills, the owner of a 
$300,000 home would pay an 
extra §120 in taxes. 

Nearby in Plymouth, both 
the city and township were 
hoping to absorb state revenue-
sharing cuts without raising 
taxes or cutting services. 
Plymouth Township lost 
$89,00 and the city about 
$36,000. 

Officials from both commu-
nities said there wouldn't be 
any cuts to services or staff 
reductions. 

But while Canton residents 
won't see any changes in town-
ship services, students from the 
community who attend 
Schoolcraft College will be 

affected. 
The school's budget took a 

2.5 percent hit by the state, 
according to Marty Heator, the 
school's director of marketing. 

The community college was 
to receive $12.7 million in state 
funding, but will now receive 
$318,000 less. 

"We knew that cuts were 
coming, so we put the brakes 
on a lot of new spending on the 
budget this year," said Heator. 
"Now that we have a final figure 
from the state, we can get more 
focused." 

A team of Schoolcraft admin-
istrators met last week to begin 
reviewing ways to adjust the 
budget. Heator said no one 
solution was chosen, and all 
options will be considered. 
Much like local governments, 
budget cuts have come at an 
already difficult time for the 
school." 

"This latest cut is part of a 
trend," Heator said. "And it's 
that trend that really concerns 
us. We operate efficiently, well 
within the standards for com-
munity colleges of Michigan" 

I A U C I . 
FROM PAGE A1 

Hauck, 55, explaining the dis-
pute that led to her leaving her 
job. 

Dorothy Salois, 93, will cer-
tainly testify to the good job 
done by Hauck. 

"I feel bad. It's like losing 
somebody in your family," said 

'I was able to get 30 into 

Canton Place, but there are 

still a few out there.' 
Ginn ie Hauck 

m a n a g e r 

about five who want to get 
back in," she said, adding that 
they are scattered around in 
apartments and other resi-
dences. 

Hauck said she plans to 
take some time off, after 
leaving her job mid spend some 
time with her two grandchil-
dren. 

But she lamented, "I'm going 
to miss the residents a lot." 

M i l 
FROM PAGE A1 

the charter of the village evolve. 
<, "It will also give the village 

more open space. We can use 
the open space to create more 
of a sense of community." 

One change would be the use 
of the lower Rouge River as a 
park area, with residences fac-
ing it, he said. 

Increased density would also 
provide a more diverse mix of 
homes, with brick and other 
color schemes. 

"We'd have pockets of brick 
to break things up." 

Planning commission mem-
bers raised questions about 
sewer capacity, water and traf-
fic created by having more resi-
dents in less space. 

Changes may be needed to 
sewer lines, Stollman told the 
members, but traffic shouldn't 
be a problem because there are 
enough roads and access roads 
to nearby major arteries. 

The township is conducting a 
sewer-capacity study, but the 
results won't be known until 

styles and sizes, ranging from 
condos in the village core to 
single-family units on so-called 
estate lots in other areas of the 
village. With parts 1 and 2 of 
Phase 1 nearly completed, the 
developer, Biltmore Properties, 
is ready to start work on parts 3 

the widow who has lived in 
Canton Place for 13 years. 

"Ginnie goes out of her way 
to help people. She gave us a 
dinner on Thanksgiving and 
one next week," she said. 

"The one on Dec. 18 will be 
the last one. It makes me feel 
very bad. I love her," said Salois. 

For Hauck, the dinner will 
"close the door on 12 years of 
love and service to the seniors." 

"I'm just going to wait for 
another one to open up," she 
said. 

Hauck really didn't intend to 
stay on the job as long as she 
did. She came to the senior cen-
ter after leaving a job as the 
youth director at her church, 
St. Michael Lutheran of 
Canton. 

"I was on the board of gover-
nors of the senior citizen com-
mission and was involved in 

getting a senior residence in 
Canton," she said. 

"They asked me 'Ginnie, can 
you baby-sit the building until 
we find a manager?'" 

"I guess they found the man-
ager." 

Right now, she's trying to 
help the residents "accept the 
fact that change isn't always 
bad." The residents have been 
having a tough time, she said. "I 
walk outside of my office and 
there is somebody crying." 

One legacy she hopes to leave 
is finding places for seniors 
who were displaced from 
Sheldon Place when it was 
deemed structurally unsafe by 
Canton Township. 

"I was able to get 30 into 
Canton Place, but there are still 
a few out there. There are 

Energize 
your 
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The concept of the village 
was a mixture of architectural 

The Village Edge area is 
zoned for four units per acre, 
not six. 

However, developer say the 
single-family homes on estate 
lots aren't selling as fast as the 
firm had hoped. 

Part of the problem is the 
high quality of the development 
and the ensuing costs, the firm 
said. 

When the units went on the 
market, they were more expen-
sive than had been expected, 
Stollman said. 

Homes in the village are 
$30,000 to $70,000 more than 
in other communities in 
Canton, he said. 

When approving the 
increased density, commission 
chairman Vic Gustafson told 
the developers: "You are people 
of integrity. We haven't been 
disappointed in what you have-
done." 

The vote was unanimous. 

Going Out of Busines: 
% 

Ford Rd 1 Mile W. of 1-275 
SS.2S Kids all ahows 

. ( 7 ^ 4 ) 
8 4 4 - F I L M 

• All Greeting Cards 

• Cherished Teddie 

• Christmas Wrap 

• Precious Moments 
and much, 
much more! 

EVERYTHIN 
in the 

STORE! 

Lakewood Center • Belleville 
1-94 & Rawsonville Roai 

7 3 4 - 4 8 5 - 3 6 0 0 
Hours: Mon.- Fri. 10-8; Sat, 10-6; Sun. 12-5 

"Don't Get Stuck 
With a Branch 

or a Bush!" 

oleman's 

Geddes 

Holmes 

Prior sales excluded • No coupons • No checks 

M . 3 B Students & Late Show Fri ft Sat 1 

flit SCREfNS 
DIGITAL STEREO 

S7.7S Evening* Mon -Thuya 

© No Passes 

Ununi ted Free Drink ft .28* Corn Ref i l ls 

12/13-12/17 

o MAIS m NUJMftmM (PG-13) 
11:50,220,4:60,7:20,9:45 

FRI/SATLS '11:55 

11:00,1:30,4:00,6:40,820 
FRI/SATLS 11:45 
© AMLYZE THAT (R) 12:15;2:50.5:00, 
7:30,9:30 FRI/SATLS 11:30 
EIGHT CRAZY HIBHTS (PG-13) 
FRI/SATLS 11:15 
ME MOTHER DAY (PG-13) 
11:00,1:40,420,7:00,9:40 
FR1/SAT LS 12:10 

HAMY POTTER ftHQ THE CHAMBER OF 
SECRETS (PQ)1120,2:45,8:10,9:15 

•«1 THE S«TA CLAUSE 2 <G) 
11:40,2:00,4:25,6:50,9:05 

•BBEXn5E3E 
2 0 O Z . D R I N K 

• wi8i 51.50(1/2 price) purchase 
J of 46oz. bag el buttery popcorn 

g*r»a a . iWMl 

Corner of Holmes & Ridge Rd. 
(1 blk. West of E. Michigan Ave.) 

(734)483-1783 

60' . 
W H I T E C E D A R ^ 

R O P I N G or 
7 5 ' j . 

W H I T E P I N E -
R O P I N G -4-

OPEN 
7 DAYS 
10 AM-
8 PM 

7 Varieties of 
PKEMIUM 

CHRISTMAS 
\± , TREES 

' - J 1 5 0 0 

LARGE SELECTION OF WREATHS 

G 

E 
A 
T 

5.2 
c Y E A R A 
3 R A T E NO RISK! 

A 

with the benefits of... 

TAX DEFERRAL 
"The Contender" Gleaner Annuity, 5 year certificate that earns 
5.2% the first year and 4.2% yearly 2-5 years. The minimum 

single premium deposit is $5000, act now to "lock-in" on 
"The Contender" before the limited time offer ends. 

Please note certificates surrendered before the end of the 5 year period will be subject to the following surrender charge 
sequence (first-fifth), 8%-first year, 7%-second year, 6%-third year, 5%-fourth year. 4%-fifth year and 0% thereafter. 

Call our office at: 
1 - 7 3 4 - 4 5 5 - 2 6 0 9 NORMAN WEAST, CFP 
1 - 8 0 0 - 3 4 3 - 3 3 8 4 MARY BETH WEAST, AGENT 

1 2 7 S. M a i n S t r e e t • P L Y M O U T H 

Design and 
Construction 

• - j Total Project Specialists 

Total construction services 
including in-house 
computer-aided design, Old 
World craftsmanship, 
excellent warranty program 
— only from the innovative 
and intuitive Designers and 
Builders at D,J. Maltese. 

Industrial, Commercial and 
finer residential projects 
demand Quality 
Workmanship and Service. 
Demand the D J. Maltese 
company. Dearborn's oldest 
and now Plymouth's 
youngest family owned 
diversified and experienced 
construction firm still . 
providing ornamental 
plaster work, custom 
woodwork, stone, lighting 

*•& great service. 

Whole House Renovations, 
Great Audio-Video Rooms, 
Awesome Kitchens, 
Spectacular Master Suites 
and much more. 

D.I. MALTESE 

New Commercial Construction 

World-Class Industrial Facilities 

New Upscale Homes 

630 s. Main street 
Plymouth, Ml 48170 

for additional Information 
or an estimate, call 

734.737.0500 
tWro&ion Qfineel946 
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Ryan eyes future 
The Plymouth-Canton school board Tuesday night 

unveiled perhaps the worst-kept secret in district history 
when it removed the "interim" tag from Superintendent 
Jim Ryan's title. 

For those of you who have been living under a rock 
since the summer or are just returning from months in 
the Australian outback, Ryan was hired on an interim 
basis to replace the departing Kathleen Booher, who left 
the superintendent's post to take a job with the state. 

Hie board at the time agreed to hire Ryan, who had been 
brought in by Booher as her assistant, and review his perform-
ance in December before deciding whether to hire him perma-
nently or go through the search process for a new schools chief. 

But it became quickly apparent board members were 
enamored of Ryan, and rightly so. He said all the right 
things, was aggressive in his approach to problem-solving 
and, most important, obviously wanted to be here. -That 
was a key, particularly since Booher spent much of her 
time in the district looking for another district. 

In our opinion, Ryan has proven in his short time on the 
job he deserves the full-time shot. He's been an excellent 
communicator with staff and residents, he seems to have a 
solid vision for the future and he's pragmatic about i t 

For instance, he recognizes - much to the chagrin of the 
folks here in Plymouth - the bulk of growth in the district 
is coming in Canton; therefore, he realizes, something 
must be done about getting those children to school. 

Ryan knows that^to get anything substantial done in 
the district, he's going to need to pass a bond proposal, 
and he's already laying the groundwork for it. His long-
range plan looks a lot like the program Booher outlined 
in what one local publication dubbed her "master plan," a 
much more sinister name for it than the plan implied. 

The difference is Ryan has already shown his willing-
ness to have the public involved. Right or wrong, Booher 
was perceived as too much a behind-the-scenes operator. 
Ryan has shown no such inclination. 

Ryan needs to figure out what to do with Central Middle 
School. He needs to figure out whether a pool at the new 
Plymouth High School is a viable desire. He knows a new ele-
mentary school is going to be needed at Cherry Hill Village; 
now he's got to figure out how to convince voters to pay for it. 

The district has challenges and, with the interim tag 
removed, they've got the right person to address them. 
Ryan got the full-time gig because he showed he's open to 
ideas, and particularly open to dialogue with the resi-
dents of his district. 

He'd do well to remember that now that the interim tag 

Truck enforcement 
should be kept local 

We have to hand it to folks in the trucking industry -
they're persistent. 1 

They've gone through the courts twice now trying to 
wrest control over motor carrier enforcement f rom the 
hands of city officials. Judges have ruled in favor of local 
enforcement both times, and we hope now the industry 
will just keep trucking along. 

Two years ago, cities prevailed in state appellate court 
when truckers fought their authority to collect fines. The 
most recent lawsuit, a class-action filed to recover fines 
paid since 1996, was tossed out of U.S. District Court 
after cities in Ohio won a similar case. 

The industry contends some municipalities use motor 
carrier enforcement as a "cash cow." Leaving enforcement 
authority with the state patrol, said Walter Heinritzi, 
Michigan TVucking Association executive director, would 
make the whole system more "consistent." 

He's right. With the Michigan State Police in charge, 
enforcement would be consistent. It would also be virtu-
ally non-existent, because the state patrol simply doesn't 
have the resources to do the same job local law officers 
are doing now. 

How important is motor carrier safety? Consider this: 
A c c o r d i n g t o t h e F e d e r a l M o t o r C a r r i e r Sa fe ty 
Administration, last year, more than 5,000 people died 
and 131,000 were injured in large truck accidents. 

Let's face it - under the best of conditions, driving a 
semi is a tough job. If the truck driver has been on the 
road too long, if his load is too heavy, if his vehicle's not 
safe, his rig is a disaster waiting to happen. 

We're not trying to indict the entire trucking industry, 
which has made a concerted effort toward improving 
motor carrier safety. It simply makes sense to have more 
specially trained officers keeping track of those few com-
panies that allow sleepy drivers and overloaded trucks. 
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Catherine Stradtner ( left) of Canton and Jennifer McCraith of Redford light a candle in memory of Jennifer's daughter, Marissa. The annual ceremony in 
Kellogg Park gave parents who have lost children a chance to gather in their memories. 

Thanks for support 
I am writing to thank everyone for 

their support in the recent election. I 
truly do appreciate all of the hard work 
that the numerous volunteers and sup-
porters put in on my behalf. I would 
also like to thank everyone who took 
the time to vote, whether you voted for 
me or not. Your input is vital to our 
democracy. 

It has been an honor to serve as the 
commissioner representing the 11th 
District for the past four years, and I 
.pledge to continue to do my best on your.— 
behalf during the next two-year term. My 
door and phone line are always open to 
you, and I would be happy to discuss any 
county issues with you. 

I would also like to wish everyone a 
happy and safe holiday season. I hope 
that this has been a good year for you and 
your family, and I hope that 2003 brings 
you even more joy Again, thank you for 
your support. 

John. 

LETTERS 
memorial wall was designed to 
acknowledge Sandy for her strength, 
courage, spirit, and perseverance. We 
thought the best way to honor her was 
to add names of other students who 
shared her optimism, hope and tenaci-
ty. And we hope this wall sends a 
strong message that all children are 
welcome in our schools. 

Dennis Jones, local architect, artist and 
sculptor, designed and constructed this 
wall. He developed a dramatic presenta-
tion featuring an 18-foot by 9-foot multi-
media design, which includes an 

school. Are we to assume that coach 
Baechler is recruiting every good football 
player in the Plymouth-Canton school 
district? Because, if the only reason to 
explain the success of Catholic Central 
football is recruiting, then surely that 
must explain the success of Canton foot-

Sagearthanks 
Last Thanksgiving, we were asking for 

i build the Sagear Memorial Wall. 
And this Thanksgiving, we can say that 
construction was completed on Aug. 12 
and that we were able to raise all the 
money needed for this project. The cost 
of the memorial wall was $30,000. This 
project would have remained just an idea 
if it weren't for all the people who sup-
ported this project with donations and 
helping hands. 

And now, it is our pleasure to acknowl-
edge and thank everyone. It's not only 
right to thank these people, but it also 
feels incredibly great! 

It was the Plymouth-Canton Interact 
Club, Steve Mann and Plymouth 
Concrete who helped us complete the 
fund-raising for the wall, as well as begin 
the funding for the Sagear-Rotary 
Scholarship. And it was a friend, Ruth 
Niemic, who started the fund-raising off 
with the first donation. 

There were many more who pitched in. 
Donations came in from Plymouth and 
Canton, Georgia, Maine, Colorado, 
Pennsylvania and New Mexico. (All 
donors will be acknowledged on a plaque 
near the memorial wall.) 

Sandy Sagear contracted polio when 
she was 18 months old. She went to East 
Middle School and graduated with the 
Plymouth High School class of1969. She 
loved music and the Beatles. She even 
stood backstage when the Beatles per-
formed at Olympia. 

Her family and friends will tell you that 
she didn't complain; she didn't want to be 
a poster girl for disabilities; she was 
smart, hard-working; she was the first to 
offer help and the last to take it. 

But it was her love for school and her 
determination to be a student that 
inspired a group of people to create a 
memorial wall that honors Sandy. This 

frame to display the names of all hon-
orees. 

The theme of the wall is "Imagine." In 
order to overcome obstacles, Sandy had 
to "imagine" she could. And she did. 

Sandy Sagear's motto was: "Can't never 
did anything; Can did it all." She believed 
it. She lived it. 

Sandy was right. 
Jerry TVumpka 
Debra Madonna 

Plymouth 

CC doesn't recruit 
This letter is in response to the col-

umn written by C.J. Risak regarding 
private schools, arid his claim of 
recruiting. Mr. Risak makes the analo-
gy of MSU playing UCLA and MSU can 
only draw players from Michigan while 
UCLA can draw players from around 
the country. Mr. Risak failed to com-
plete the analogy. UCLA players are 
also required to pay $6,000 per year to 
play, while the MSU players pay noth-
ing. Also the facilities at MSU will be 
far superior to those used by the UCLA 
players. 

Claiming CC's football success is based 
solely on the fact they are a private school 

d draw students from a wide area 
one with many questions. 

First, how is Farmington Hills 
Harrison so successful? They are subject 
to the same district limitations as other 
public schools, yet they continue to domi-
nate high school football. Could it possi-
bly be coaching and a rich football tradi-
tion that the current and future players 
strive to uphold? 

Second, how do you explain the fact 
that in the four largest divisions in foot-
ball, no private school, other than Detroit 
Catholic Central, is able dominate as CC 
has? Divine Child, Brother Rice, 
DeLaSalle, Country Day and others have 
not been a football juggernaut the way 
CC and Harrison have. 

Third, if private schools can recruit 
(as Mr. Risak claims), why have they 
not had success in basketball, soccer or 
wrestling? CC wrestling, once a power-
house program, has been an above-
average program at best the last 10 to 

' 15 years. ' . ' • 
Fourth, how does Mr. Risak explain the 

success of the Canton football program 
over the last few years? Comparatively 
speaking, the success Canton has enjoyed 
to that of Salem's is far greater than that 
of CC compared to an average high 

Lastly, Mr. Risak makes the state-
ment "Restrict private schools to 
recruiting... sorry, I mean drawing..." 
obviously indicating that private rules 
recruit players, which is a clear viola-
tion of MHSAA rules. If Mr. Risak has 

-anv-evidence (either actual or circum-— 
stantial) why has he, or anyone else, 
not presented it to the MHSAA? I can 
only conclude that Mr. Risak is either a 
"liar - sorry I mean a fiction writer" or 
a coward. If he has no evidence, then 
he is writing fiction. If he has the evi-
dence and has not presented it to the 
MHSAA, then he is a coward for not 
acting on his convictions. 

As an alum of Catholic Central, I am 
not only insulted but amazed that a pub-
lication such as the Observer & Eccentric , 
would allow Mr. Risak to write such an 
article. While I do not agree with his 
opinion, I do not object to Mr. Risak 
writing his opinion on private schools 
being able to draw students from a wide 
area. ' 

I do object, and am very offended by, 
his statement indicating that Catholic 
Central recruits football players. I would 
expect that a publication such as the 
Observer & Eccentric would ensure that 
if one of their writers presents something 
as fact they would present the evidence to 
support the claim. 

If I am wrong and Mr. Risak does 
indeed have such evidence, I would 
immediately respond to him with an 
apology. If he does not have any such 
evidence, I would expect that he apolo-
gize to the entire Catholic Central com-
munity, as well as to every private 

Anthony Vendltttlli 
Commerce Township 
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Gov.-elect Granholm 
could surprise critics 

is being written, Gov. John 
. is preparing to leave office 
r12 years as undisputed king of 
' 1 * b u t leaving a state budg-

« U«WJ! ' in balance after exhausting vir-
tually every accounting gimmick avail-
able, For her part. Democrat Jennifer 
Granhol|n is about to become Michigan's 
first woroan governor, but faces an enor-
mous projected deficit for the coming fis-

1 cal year and a 
Legislature controlled by 
Republicans. 

Most media pundits 
have already reached the 
conclusion that the 
Granholm administra-
tion is in deep trouble. 
The general argument 
goes like this: 

S The budget deficit, 
now estimated at $1.8 

. billion* is truly horren-
dous. TheBudget Stabilization Fund has 
been drained, the recession continues to 
sap state tax revenues with no clear upturn 
in sight and the kind of cuts Gov.-elect 

anger everybody m w 

• Granholm may be governor-elect, 
but she's pretty much without 
Democratic allies in Lansing. Sen. Ken 
Sikkema {R-Wyoming) will lead the 
state Senate; Rick Johnson (R-LeRoy) 
will be Speaker of the House; and fellow 
Republicans Mike Cox and Terri Lynn 
Land will be attorney general and secre-
tary of state, respectively. 

• The criminal investigation 
launched a couple of weeks ago against 
Granholm's patron, Wayne County 
Executive Ed McNamara, had a bunch 
of FBI agents waving subpoenas at -
everybody in sight, including a fair 
number of people she had considered 
appointing to major positions in her 
administration. Despite U.S. Attorney 
Geoffrey Collins' reputation for integrity 
and fair dealing, this probe could run on 
and on and on, a la the Whitewater 
investigation that dogged President 
Clinton for years. 

No wonder Bill Ballenger, editor of 
Inside Michigan Politics (and a savage, 
long-time Granholm critic), concluded 
last week that Granholm would be a' 
weak governor, hemmed in by the oppo-
sition, "especially if she has no program, 
no mission that's been certified by the 
voters" 

My own reaction? It's far too early to 
project the demise of the Granholm 
administration, especially before it has 
even taken office. My thinking is rooted 
precisely in the factors the pundits are 
using to predict woe for Jennifer 
Granholm: 

• Budget. No doubt it's very bad. But a 
terrible budget situation provides a 
Granholm administration with a wonder-
ful opportunity to conduct a fundamental 
and sweeping review of the operations and 
costs of state government. A far-reaching, 
cost-cutting, special interest-bashing, 
results-oriented agenda could be just the 
thing a Democratic governor needs to dis-
able critics and assemble a new coalition of 
support. 

• Republican dominance. OK, the 
GOP won virtually everything in the 
November election, but what's the party 
going to look like in a year or so? 
Consider Oakland County, once reliably 
Republican. County Executive Brooks 
Patterson, astoundingly cast as a mod-
erate interested in pitching the big tent, 
is engaged in fierce civil war with a -
bunch of right-wing fundamentalists 
led by Tom McMillin of Auburn Hills 
and outgoing state Rep. Bob Gosselin 
of Troy. And incoming state Republican 
Chairman Betsy DeVos is a handy sym-
bol of a party that may be conservative, 
but not likely particularly compassion-
ate. 

• FBI investigation. So Granholm 
won't have the freedom to appoint "per-
sons of interest" such as her campaign 
manager Dave Katz and others to big 
jobs in Lansing. She's already said she 
would appoint on the basis of merit, not 
past connections. Maybe the investiga-
tion will give her the opportunity to 
reach out beyond the usual Democratic 
suspects and bring in capable outsiders. 
My sense is that Granholm, a self-
described moderate, will wind up gov-
erning from the center by both personal 
preference and political necessity. 

Don't get me wrong. I think the 
Granholm administration has a tough row 
to hoe. But I also think it's both unfair and 
premature for the pundits to write off any 
prospects for success before she even takes 

m 

Brad 
Kadrich 

mayor pro tem 
contemplates suit against 
litigation-happy magazine 

olleen Pobur can't do much right now but shake 

Phil Power is the chairman of the board of the com-
pany that owns this newspaper; He would be pleased 
to get your reactions to this column either at (734) 
953-2047oratppower@homecomm.net 

everyone hoping she'll sue the pants off of Your 
Community Crier, the news magazine she believes 
libeled her. 

That hope springs eternal now - from the police 
department, where one lieutenant can empathize 
with Plymouth Mayor Pro tem Pobur. It comes from 
businesses that have felt threatened, that believe 
they've put up with enough. And it comes from the 
halls of City Hail, where a $100 million lawsuit could 
be tossed out, replaced by a libel suit legal observers 
believe would have a good chance of winning. 

Pobur, the news magazine's favorite punching bag the 
last couple of years, feels die pressure, if not the obliga-
tion, of eveiyone hoping she'll be the one to take on a 
rich,- powerful doctor, who owns the Crier, in court 

"I don't know that Heel an obligation (to stand up 
for others)," Pobur said this week. "But I do think 
this is the most egregious offense he's done to me." 

She's talking, of course, about the story that 
appeared in the local news magazine two weeks ago 
attempting to connect Pobur with the investigation 
into county executive Ed McNamara. "FBI raids 
home of Mayor Pro-Tem Colleen Pobur," the page-
three headline screamed. 

Beneath it was a two-paragraph claim that the 
home of Pobur, former director of concessions at 
Metro Airport, was raided by federal and state 
agents as "part of the sweeping investigation of the 
McNamara political machine." 

No sources cited, not even anonymous ones. No 
attribution. Just the one simple statement 

The one simple, untrue, statement. 
We'd heard the story. We called the FBI. We called 

the state police. We called the U.S. District Court. 
With three easy phone calls, we determined the story 
to be unfounded. The "raid" never happened. . 

By virtue of her position as mayor pro-tern, Pobur 
is a public figure. In Plymouth, she's a very public 
figure, a lightning rod for controversy in her time on 
the city commission. She's been the target of nega-
tive press much of that time, some of it (when war-
ranted) from this newspaper. 

The standards about what you can say and write 
about public figures differ from those of everyday citi-
zens. Newspapers can generally get away with printing 
rumors and innuendoes about public figures. But there 
still has to be some basis in fact in what gets reported. 
Newspapers aren't allowed to just make stuff up. 

That's what Pobur says was done here, and it's 
tough to argue with her. This is a news magazine, 
after all, that once offered a $10,000 reward for dirt 
on city officials. And it was an unattributed story. 
Reputable newspapers doing that kind of story 
would at least attribute such a fact to anonymous 
sources, so their readers could believe they'd done 

their homework and were protecting their sources. 
—Isanythingthatnoblebeing4oneinthis-case? -
Pobur doesn't think so. 

"For all the drama (the city) attracts, you have to ; 

wonder where it all comes from," she said. "Most of i t : 
is generated by that publication." 

To his credit, and to be fair, it must be pointed out 
the news magazine! publisher told us they "double and 
triple check" their sources. But a top corporate attor-
ney, who has advised a major newspaper operation on 
libel matters for 15 years, took one look at the story and 
told us, "I wouldn't want to have to defend that" 

Want to know how bad it looks? The former editor 
of the news magazine, who wrote negative stories 
about Pobur ad nauseum during his tenure, wrote a 
letter to McNamara, with a copy to Pobur, apologiz- " 
ing and distancing himself from the practice. 

We're not trying to be apologists for Pobur here 
and, frankly, she isn't looking for any. Just because 
the FBI hasn't come calling yet doesn't mean they 
aren't going to come calling, and Pobur knows i t The 
investigation seems to be targeting county employees 
who worked on Granholm's campaign, and none 
worked harder for the governor-elect than Pobur. 

The problem, as she sees i t is that no one knows 
for certain where the investigation is going or who's 
going to get snared in its net. 

have anything to hide." 
So where's the damage? To her reputation, accord-

ing to Pobur, who is trying to plan her next profes-
sional move. Many think she'll end up working in 
Lansing, but she also has attractive offers in the pri-
vate sector. Either way, having the public (and 
prospective employers) thinking she was the target 
of an FBI raid can't do her much good. 

After all, as she aptly points out, "the FBI doesn't 
raid the homes of law-abiding citizens. It carries a 
negative connotation." 

It's a negative connotation for which she may try 
to make the news magazine pay. Pobur is contem-
plating a lawsuit though with a week-long vacation 
and the holidays coming a decision might wait until 
the first of the new year. There are also financial 
considerations. 

"(Suing) is very expensive, and these guys litigate 
for recreation," Pobur said. "(But) it's a winnable 
case." 

It may very well be, but that's for the courts to 
decide. There are people lining up in the hope Pobur 
finds the financial wherewithal and intestinal forti-
tude to find out for sure. 

Brad Kadrich is community editor of the Plymouth Observer. He 
can be reached via e-mail at bkadrich@oe.homecomm.net or by 
phone at (734) 459-2700. 
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Over 50 different styles of natural-looking 
artificial Christmas trees from 2-12 ft. 
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• Hundreds of tree trimmings in r 
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• Fantastic selection of indoor anu 
outdoor lights 
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• Large selection of collectible SanjMjJ 
• Nativity sets and Dept. 56 V i l l | | | | 

Pre-lighted Christmas trees g 
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Holiday Craft Fair 
Tri-City Christian is hosting a Holiday 
Craft Fair from 11 a m to 5 p.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 14, at 3855 Sheldon 
Road, just north of Michigan.Avenue. 
Admission is $1. Crafters can call Pam 
at (734) 397-0819 for table rental infor-
mation. 

Holiday Music 
Village Music presents "Celebrate 
Christmas" a holiday program featur-
ing music students and the Rising Star 
Singers of Village Music in the Old 

~ Vtlisge of Plymouth. The program w i i r 
be presented on Saturday, Dec. 14, at 
Canton Little Theater, Canton Center 
Road in Canton. A free-will donation 
will be accepted at the door. For fur-
ther information, call (734) 354-9825. 

Youtheatre 
Enjoy a special performance of "The 
Christmas That Almost Wasn't" and 
have a snack with Santa at the 
Millennium Center, 15600 J.L. Hudson 
Drive in Southfield. This delightful 
show is a unique behind-the-scenes 
peek at the hustle and bustle and near 
disasters of the Christmas season. A 
single performance is scheduled for 
2:30 p.m. Dec. 15. Call (248) 557-PLAY 
for information. 

Arts and Crafts 
Handcrafters will be sponsoring its 
20th-annual Christmas Arts and Crafts 
Show Dec. 13-15 at the Northvilie 

. Recreation Center, 303 W. Main Street. 
Over 70 juried artisans will display 
their talents with such works as flo-
rals, stained glass, seasonal items 
including Christmas decorations, jew-

. elry, wood items and clothing. Call 
; (734) 459-0050 for further info. 
Christmas Musical 
; Plymouth Baptist Church will present 
; • the recently released Christmas musi-
i cai "Repeat the Sounding Joy" on Dec. 
; 13 and Dec, 15 at 7 p.m. This 60-minute 

concert features a variety of musical 
styles in celebration of the birth of 
Jesus Christ. For further information, 
call (734) 453-5534. 

Toy Drive 
Cornerstone Chiropractic accepting 
toys on Friday, Dec. 13. New patients 
bring an unwrapped toy and receive 
initial exam and x-rays at no charge to 
you. Help those less fortunate this 
Christmas season. Call (734) 207'7770 
or (734) 207-7773. 

Open House 
VelvTfopFCMf^fdns rleTS u ppor fWT 
be hosting a holiday open house at 
Northvilie Hills Golf Club's "Somerset" 
model home. The evening of Dec. 12 
from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. will include a 
leisurely model home tour, hors d'oeu-
vres, entertainment, silent auction, 
complimentary valet parking, and the 
Angel of Hope Memorial Tree, Call 
(248) 348-0115 for more details. 

and are home delivered. Call Bill a t ' 
(734)453-8253. 

Free Blood Pressure Screening 
Free blood pressure screenings will be 
taken at the Plymouth District Library 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m, on the third 
Wednesday of every month. No 
appointment is necessary. Call (734) 
453-0750 for further information. 

The City of Plymouth is now taking 
. registration for its classes for all ages. 
Classes include gymnastics, dance, 
core body exercise, tots jump-a-rama, 
tae-kwon-do, personal development, 
aerobics, clogging, senior trips and 
programs and much more. Call (734) 
455-6620 for more information. 

on the second and fourth Fridays of 
the month. Free child care. Contact 
NikkiGuenther at (313) 937-2479. 

Tal Chi 
Taoist Tai Chi Society offers ongoing 
tai chi classes for all ages in Livonia -
and Bloomfield Hills at 7 p.m. 
Afternoon classes at 1 p.m. available in 
Livonia. Observers welcome. Visit our 
Web site at www.taoist.org. For more 
information, call the society at (248) 
332-1281 anytime. 

La Leche League 

Canton. For more information call 
(734)459-4387, 

Astronomy Discussion 
Plymouth Library offers a free monthly 
Family Astronomy Discussion Group 
from 7-8 p.m. for both individuals and 
families with children 6 years and 
older. Door prizes.-slides, video and 
handouts. Call Mike Best at (734) 459-
2378. 

A local chapter of the MOMS Club wel-
comes interested stay-at-home moth-

Breastfeeding information and support ers in the Canton/Westland area to 

The Arts Council is accepting ;entries 
for its December art exhibit, 
"International Seasonal Celebrations". 
This religious themed, non-juried 
exhibit is open to the first 40 artists 
submitting framed two-dimensional 
work and the first 30 three-dimension-
al pieces such as religious icons. Call 
(734)416-4278. 

Plymouth Symphony 
Plymouth Symphony League is 
launching the 2003 Greater Detroit 
Area Entertainment Book Sale. The 
cost is $30. Place your order at the 
Plymouth Symphony Office or call 
Mary Thomas at (734) 453-3016. 

Entertainment Book Sale 
Plymouth Optimists selling the 2003 
books with all proceeds helping chil-
dren throughout southeast Michigan. 
Book offers up to 50% savings on din-
ing and fast foods, theater, sports, 
travel, services and more. Price is $30 

Fish frys continue every Friday from 5 
p.m. to 7:30 p.m. The price is only $7 
at the Plymouth VFW; 1426 S. Mill. All 
you can eat for $4.50. Holiday Brunch 
on Sunday, Dec. 15 from 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Only $6 for a great meal. 

MOPS-Plymouth 
The MOPS group is now enrolling for 
fall. Relaxing fun time for moms while 
the kids ages 0-5 enjoy program of 
games, stories, singing and play. Meets 
first and third Fridays of the month 
from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. at Lake Pointe 
Bible Chapel, 42150 Schoolcraft Rd., 

, Plymouth. Call for info (734) 420-0515. 
Colonial Kiwanls 

The Kiwanis Club of Colonial Plymouth 
meets at noon Thursdays at Ernesto's, 
41661 Plymouth Road, Plymouth. 
Guests are welcome. For information 
call Ernie Hughes, membership chair-
man, (734) 414-0400, 

group meets on the second Wednesday 
of each month atlO a.m. For more 
information and meeting locations, 
please contact Michelle at (734) 397-
0197. 

Canton Rotary Club 
. The Rotary meets at noon on Mondays 

at the Roman Forum in Canton on Ford 
Road, All guests are invited to join us 
for lunch for more information on our 
community and international service 
projects. For more information call 
Laura at (734) 207-8517 or e-mail to 
ExecSec@rotary6400.org. 

TOPS 
Are you unhappy with your weight? 
Why 'not join TOPS? We weigh in week-
ly and meet to share ideas about los-
ing weight, exercising, etc. We meet at 
6:30 p.m. on Thursdays at Geneva 
Presbyterian Church, 5835 N. Sheldon, 

meet the third Tuesday of each month. 
MOMS Club offers weekly activities, 
playgroups, community service oppor-
tunities and a lot more! For more 
information, please contact Wendy at 
(734)398-6957. 

West Suburban Stamp Club 
Meeting at 8 p.m. the first and third 
Fridays of the month at the Plymouth 
Historical Society, 155 S. Main St., 
Plymouth. 

Plymouth Canton Jaycees 
Looking for people 21-39 interested in 
making friends, helping with good 
causes and having a good time. The 
Jaycees meet at 7:30 p.m. every sec-
ond Wednesday of the month at the 
Plymouth Township Clerk's office. Call 
(734) 453-8407 or show up at the 
group's monthly meeting. 

Community Democrats 

The Community Democratic Club 
meets at 7 p.m. on the third 
Wednesday of every month at UAW 
Local 845 Hall. Business meeting 
begins at 7:30 p.m. The club serves 
Canton, Northvilie, Plymouth and the 
Livonia 13th District. For further infor-
mation, call Becky Tavarozzi (734) 398-
5845. 

Toastmasters 
Develop your public speaking, commu-
nications and leadership skills. Guests 
welcome. No pressure to speak. Being 
held at St. John Episcopal Church in 
Plymouth. 
This group meets at 7 p.m. every first 
and third Monday of the month. Please 
call (734) 459-0715 for more informa-
tion. 

K of C Breakfast 
The Knights of Columbus holds a 
breakfast buffet 8:30 a.m, to noon 
every Sunday at the Knights of 
Columbus Hall, 150 Fair St., Plymouth. 
All-you-can-eat buffet. Newly remod-
eled breakfast room. Call (734) 453-
9833 for further information, 

Kiwanis Breakfast Club 
The Plymouth-Canton Kiwanis 
Breakfast Club meets 7 a.m. every -

• Tuesday at the Plymouth Cultural 
Center, 525 Farmer, Plymouth. Guests 
are welcome. Call Charr Briggs at (810) 

Westland MOPS meets at Westland Free 
Methodist Church Sept through May 

women 
Jennifer Granholm has made recent history as 

the first woman governor of Michigan. Residents 
can learn more about her and other historical 
women in the November/December 2002 spe-
cial issue of Michigan History magazine. 

The issue, which focuses on amazing women 
in Michigan's past, tells the stories of political 
activist Mildred Jeffrey, women's rights activist 
Martha Griffiths, George Custer's wife Libbie 
and Michigan's last Titanic survivor. It also fea-
tures readers' submissions about the mothers, 
aunts, grandmothers and friends who made a 
difference in their lives. 

"The role of women in our history demands 
greater attention," said editor Roger Rosentreter. 
"We set out in this issue to chronicle as much 
about Michigan women as we could pack into 96 

pages. 
Readers can find out more about selected 

Michigan History topics on the magazine's Web 
site. Online features from this issue include sto-
ries about activist Sojourner Truth, members of 
late 19th century women's clubs and the estab-
lishment of women's sports programs in 
Michigan high schools. 

Visit the Michigan History' Web site at 
www.michiganhistorymagazine.com. 

Michigan Histoiyhas provided articles about 
the state's past since 1917- The magazine is pro-
duced six times a year, including an annual sin-
gle-theme special issue. For more information or 
to order Michigan History, telephone (800) 366-
3703 or visit the magazine's Web site. 

we cater 
Full service OT pick-up option 

Call and mention this ad to 
receive 10 percent 
. ' your first catering order. 

•Enjoy unlimited breadsticks 
and soft drink refills when you dine in! 

Fazoli's: Fast. Fresh. I ta l ian. 

Ford Rd. 

Canton 
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Tri-mode Wireless Phone 

with Color Screen 

Night & Weekend 
Airbme Minute when on the 

America's Choice Network 

1000Anytime 
Mobile To Mobile 

Large, vibrant color display 

Fly on the mobile internet* 

Download applications, 
* 1 9 9 . 0 0 Regular Price 

• uownioad applications, 
ringtones ana vibrant graphics 

- Fun color games 

- Rich polyphonic ringtones 

$ 1 0 0 - 0 0 Trade"in 
Mail-in Rebate 

$ 9 9 . 0 0 Your Cost 

anytime 
minutes 

With new 2 year agreement. 
Some restrictions apply. 

- Time savers: Airline flight 
information 

* Network and subscription dependent 
features. Not available in all areas. 

Minutes to all any of our 30 . 
million customers nationwide on 

our national mobile to md»le network 

Q Q monthly 
7 7 access 

With1or2year 
agreement 

No roaming charges coast-to-coast. 
Ail w h e n calling on t h e America's C h o k e " ne twork . 

Calsplaced outside the<aliTg plan area are69C/^CDMAtri-tTKxleptere^ 
required Mobile toMoble rctavaTaWethrousfrxitthe AmeridsChdceNetvyofk. 

OHwireless 
r.-.if.d HI) • I f j r ' " ' 

GRAND 
OPENING' 

2519 W. Maple Road 
. comer of Cranbrook & Maple) 

10112 Highland Road 
(S.E. corner of M-59& Old US-23) 

27793-C West Oaks Dr. 
(in Wesi 
(248)5' 

igWireless 
4205 Grand River A m 

(in Sears Plaza) 
• (517)545-7220 

ABimm 
315 E. Grand River 

Oust East of Main Street) 
(810)227-7440 

18010SilverParkway 
(in Silver Lake Village) 

3)629-7440 

903 W. Ann Arbor Road 
(just West of US-23) 

important Consu 
$175 early terml 
calls depleted by 
representative for 

440 E. Edgewood 
(in front of Sam'? Club) 

(517)394-7441. 

l)it & weekend hours: Mon 
uires credit approval. Can 

night and weekend hours. Subject to t 
izon Wireless, Limited time often 

44011 Ford Road 
bite. East of Sheldon Road) 

(734) 981-7440 

UVQNIfi 
33833 Plymouth Road 

31330 Schoolcraft 
(atMerriman) 

(734)422-7440 

509 S. Lafayette 
(248) 437-5300 

NEW HUDSON 
56754 Grand River 
(E. of Milford Road) 

(248)437-5353 

; Subject to Customer Agreement and Galling Plan. $35 activation fee applies, 
other service promotions*' Usage rounded to next full minute. Unused allowances lost. Mobile to mobile 
charges. Not available in all markets. Geographic and other restrictions apply. See brochure and sales 
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GALLERIES • THEATER • DANCE • DINING 

• At the library 
Actor Billy Dee Williams 

and author Elizabeth Atkins 
Bowman will discuss their 
careers and their collabora-
tion for the 2002 romantic 
thriller, Twilight from 7-8:30 
p.m. Friday, Oec. 13, in the 
Ann Arbor Library, 343 S. 
Fifth. (734)327-4560. 

• Top contenders 
Sarah Hughes, 2002 

Olympic champion, will be 
among the athletes at the 
Crest Whitestrips 
International Figure Skating 

challenge, 8 p.m. Friday, Dec. 
13, at The Palace of Auburn 
Hills. Tickets are $55.50 and 
$29.50 reserved and $19.50 
general admission, available 
through Ticketmaster, (248) 
645-6666. 

• Celebrating Detroit 
See The Detroit 300 Quilt, 

commemorating the city's 
tricentennial, through Dec. 31 
in the City Gallery at the 

: Costick Center, 2860011 Mile, 
; Farmington Hills. The gallery 
•is open 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
; Monday through Friday. The 
; quilt features 62 patches 
idonated by people of differ-
e n t ethnic groups, sewn 
together to form a striking 

j piece. (248)473-1856. 

• Bah, humbug! 
Dennis Robertson (left) 

plays Scrooge and Scott 
Crownover is Nephew Fred in 

3 

mm 

Meadow Brook Theatre's A 
Christmas Carol. The Dickens 
classic runs at 8 p.m. Friday, 
Dec. 13, and Wednesday-
Friday, Dec. 18-20: and at 6:30 
p.m. Saturday, Dec. 14 and 21, 
and Sunday, Dec. 15, at the 
theater on the Oakland 
University campus, 
Rochester Hills. Tickets are 
$30-$42. (248) 377-3300. 

A celebration calls for face-painting at The Detroit Children's Museum. 

Bored no more: Vacation week 

BY ALICE RHEfH 
CORRESPONDENT 

For Mary and Dennis Beauregard of 
Canton, the week between Christmas 
and New Year's is traditionally spent 

Up North near Manistee, where Mary's 

"It's a time to see faraway friends and 
family," said Mary, a speech-language 
pathologist who currently stays home to 
care for her 8-year-old daughter, Lauren, 
and 4-year-old son, Eric. "We go sledding, 
ice skating and take walks in the snow. It's 
a wonderful family time." 

And while Dennis, an engineer for Ford 
Motor Co., typically has that week off of 
work, the family plans do change from 
year to year. 

"If we don't go Up North, then we do a 
lot of different things here. We have sleep-
overs, hit the sales and later in the week 
we go to see something like the Rockettes 
or another big show so we end the week 
with a big bang," said Mary. "Some years, 
we've gone to Frankenmuth or Greenfield 
Village." 

And, of course, there's always playing 
with those new toys like the craft bead set 

and the Easy Bake Oven. But if there's no 
trip planned, and the kids have lost inter-
est in their new toys, vacation week can 
turn into a torturous time of "I'm bored." 

Rather than get into that old "How can 
you be bored?" scenario, why not see 
what's out there for the kids to do? With a 
little research^ you can find all sorte of 
events happening around town, many 
geared especially to kids with "nothing to 
do" during vacation week. 

ART, MUSIC AND MORE 

At the Detroit Institute of Arts, public 
relations manager Pamela Marcil says 
holiday week is the busiest of the year 
because so many families attend. During 
this week, the DLA is open every day, 4 

including Monday, Dec. 23 and 30, and 
Tuesday, Dec. 31, and there are extended 
hours most days. 

Each year, the DIA tries to program 
around the special exhibitions, and since 
the highly regarded Degas and the Dance 
is currently on exhibit through Jan. 12, 
2003, programs include storytelling 
"Stories that Dance," "Performance in the 
Galleries" and a special performance of 
The Nutcracker at the Charles H. Wright 
Museum of African American History. 

"On our Friday nights (the museum is 
open until 9 p.m. every Friday), the crowd is 
diverse in every area, not only racially and 
ethnically, but also in all different age groups 
- seniors, teens and families," said Marcil. 

And during holiday week, diversity is 
also the theme. There are performances of 
African and African American folktales by 
Miz Rosie; the Detroit Puppet Art 
Theater - one of the city's cultural gems -
presents Cinderella with music by 
Tchaikovsky, and the Peter Sparling 
Dance Company performs Les 
Parisiennes, which brings to life the 19th 
century paintings of Edgar Degas. 

All events are free with museum admis-
sion, and a complete listing is available on 
the DIA Web site (www.dia.org) or by 

calling (313) 833-7900. 
Though there are few Wayne 

State University students 
around during vacation 

week, the Cultural 
Center really teems 

\ with life during 
this time: At the 

\ Children's 
^ Museum, which 
\ moved last year 
V from its house 
' across from 

the DIA to its 
| new loft-like 
\ space at 6134 
^ Second Ave., 
\ community 

• x 

Storyteller "Miz Rosie" will perform at 
the Detroit institute of Arts this month. 

A youngster learns about gears at the Ann Arbor 
Hands-On Museum. ' 

relations manager Leslie Williams says 
many events are planned. 

"The museum is open noon until 4 p.m. 
with make-and-take crafts Mid a 1 p.m. 
planetarium show of the winter sky." 

Also featured are several exhibits includ-
ing "Feel Like a Kid Again" featuring art-
work of Detroit elementary students, and a 
Native American exhibit called "First 
People, One with Nature." 

Williams said that the museum will be 
decorated for the holidays, including 
Fiesta time, which is celebrated in 
Mexico. 

CELEBRATING ETHNICITY 

For Kris Femminineo, the celebration 
of different cultures has become an annu-
al tradition during vacation week. "When 
I was working in the Detroit schools, I 
learned about Kwanzaa from the kids I 
taught. I thought it was such a wonderful 
celebration of spirit that I started teach-
ing my daughter, Sara, about the holiday 
last year when she was 3," she said. 

This year, Femminineo plans to expand 
the education and celebration to her 
whole household, which includes her hus-
band, Tony, her father, Phil Berger, and 
her four stepchildren who attend 
Guardian Angel School in Clawson and 
Bishop Foley High School in Madison 
Heights. And a trip to the Cultural Center 
may be on the docket for the family as 
well. 

At the Charles H. Wright Museum of 
African American History, vacation week 
will feature two photography exhibits 
with works by Chester Higgins Jr. and 
Ernest C. Withers. And The Nutcracker is 
at 7:30 p.m. Monday, Dec. 30. The muse-

PLEASE SE£ VACATION, B5 

Spectacular 
Readers share 
memorable 
Christmas stories. B3 

Artistic 

Chomin 

doesn't 
take much to 
brighten the 
holidays of 
those in need 

Cold snaps leave Brother 
Vincent Reyes wonder-
ing about where some of 

the homeless people are that 
he feeds at the Capuchin 
Soup Kitchen in Detroit. 
They disappear and no one 
ever knows what happened 
to them. 

Reyes' chilling story is just 
one of many I've heard while 
writing about fund-raisers 
and benefits for the Observer 
& Eccentric Newspapers. I'm 
making my list just like I do 
every year. How could I not 
after learning about men, 
women and children without 
homes? Something as small 
as a teddy bear, blanket or 
socks can brighten the life of 
someone less fortunate than 
myself. 

I'm lucky because my more 
than 12 years as an arts & 
entertainment reporter for 
the Observer & Eccentric 
Newspapers have introduced 
me to organizations that are 
working to help feed, clothe 
and house those struggling 
to survive. Now I want to 
share their needs with you. 
But there are organizations 
in all of our communities 
that help people living on the 
streets and those leaving 
their homes in the middle of 
the night to avoid abuse, 

-Find- out what .they do.lt 's 
always good to see firsthand;, 
you'll .want to do even more 
to help then. 

JA'NOAH HOUSE 

Audrey and Carl Mattson 
take their ministry to the 
streets via an old motor 
home. On Thanksgiving Day 
they feed over 100 people. 
But the Mattsons don't just 
help the needy during the 
holidays. Several times a 
week all year long the Livonia 
couple deliver food and 
clothing to residents and the 
homeless in the Cass 
Corridor, Brightmoor area, 
Brewster Projects, and 
Westland's Norwayne neigh-
borhood. 

A special thanks to 
Entemann's in Livonia, a 

.Livonia man who donated 11 
turkeys before Thanksgiving, 
and a West Bloomfield reader 
who donated men's clothing 
after reading past columns. 

To help, call (734) 522-
5077. 

"We need men's gloves and 
socks, knitted hats, hooded 
sweatshirts for men and 
women, backpacks or duffle 
bags or any kind ofbag for 
the homeless men to carry 
their belongings in," said 
Audrey Mattson. "The plastic 
bags rip, and we always need 
blankets to give to the home-
less. They're out in the open 
just trying not to freeze." 

PLEASE SEE CHARITY, B 6 

TOV0UJNTEER 
1 Ja'Noah House 

(734) 522-5077 

• First Step (734) 416-1111 

• COTS (313) 576-0219 
• Capuchin Soup Kitchen 
(313) 579-2100, Ext. 203 

Ballet Shoes or Wing Tips" til l* fe put your feet up, get wnfeftetofc 

mailto:sdargay@oe.homecomm.net
http://www.dia.org
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Livonia Churchill alumna stars' Shear Madness, The mign r 
BY KURT ANTHONY KRUG 

CORRESPONDENT 

Robin Lewis-Bedz didn't 
have an epiphany about acting 
in the theater. It was jus t some-
thing she always wanted to do. 

"I gravitated towards theater 
early on. I jus t enjoyed-doing 
it. I felt I could earn a living at 
i t" she said. 

The actress, 29, who currently 
is in Sheer Madness at the Gem 
Theatre in Detroit, was active in 
the Creative and Performing Arts 
Program (CAPA) at Livonia 
Churchill High School, where she 
graduated in 1.991- She went on 
to receive her bachelor's of line 
arts degree in theater from the 
University of Detroit Mercy 
From there, she studied in the 
Professional Actor Training 
Program at Ohio University, 
where she earned her master's of 
fine arts in theater While at Ohio 
University, she interned at the 
Cincinnati Playhouse in the Park 
in Cincinnati, OH, where she 
starred in Miss Julie and Rough 
Crossing. Additionally Lewis-
Bedz specializes in children's the-
ater and improvisational comedy. 
She's also an expert in juggling 
and has a green belt in karate. 
• The oldest of three children, 
Lewis-Bedz lives in Dearborn 
with John, her husband of 
nearly three years. 

In Shear Madness, which has 

an open-ended run at the Gem, 
she is the understudy to the 
roles of Barbara DeMarco and 
Mrs. Schubert until mid-
January. 

MYSTERY-COMEDY 

O n e o f America's longest-run--
ning comedies, Shear Madness,. 
which is filled with countless 
double entendres and sexual 
innuendo, takes place in a uni-
sex hair salon. ITie story centers 
on hair stylist Tony Whitcomb 
and his customers talking about 
the eccentric pianist who lives 
above the salon, who later ends 
up murdered with a pair of bar-
ber scissors. 

Things get interesting f rom 
there as the audience votes on 
who the murderer is and the 
thespians play out that scenario 
accordingly. Shear Madness 
director Matt Callahan also 
localized the play, making ref-
erences to Grosse Pointe, 
Inkster, and other cities within 
the Metro-Detroit area. 

Originally writ ten as 
Scherenschnittby Swiss play-
wright Paul Portner in 1963, 
Marilyn Abrams and Bruce 
Jordan t ransformed it in 1979 
from a serious murder mystery 
to a mystery-comedy. 

"Shear Madness is a big 
farce," Lewis-Bedz said. "You 
have to find the ult imate core of 
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All Aboard 
The Holiday Express 
A travel-themed winter wonderland 
comes to life with a 640 square-foot 
model train layout, Santa's daily 
arrival by train and so much more. 
You can even get your tree at the 
Museum ' s Greens and Christmas 
Tice Shop. Make memories to last a 
lifetime at Holiday Express. 

and World Champion 
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TIMOTHY G0EBEL EVGENY PIUSHENK0 

PLUS MORE WORLD AND OLYMPIC STARS I 
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reality within that." 
After her run with Shear 

Madness ends, Lewis-Bedz is 
looking forward to performing 
in playwright Larry Shue's The 
Foreigner, which will run f rom 
late-February to late-March at 
Meadow Brook Theatre, at 
Oakland University's campus in 
Rochester. 

The Foreigner is about a shy 
man named Charlie who does-
n't say much. His fr iends tell 
people he's foreign and doesn't 
unders tand English. People 
freely talk about others in f ront 
of him, oblivious to the fact he 
understands every word. 
Lewis-Bedz plays Catherine, 
the female lead, who befriends 
Charlie. 

LENGTHY RESUME 

The actress has performed at 
the Purple Rose Theatre in 
Chelsea, the Jewish Ensemble 
Theatre in West Bloomfield, 
Second City in Detroit, as well 
as the Cincinnati Playhouse in 
the Park and Meadow Brook. 
She has appeared in The 
Tropical Pickle, Let It Be, All 
My Sons, Dance Like No One's 
Watching, The Day We Met, 
Measure for Measure, and A 
Christmas Carol 

"Whatever I'm working on at. 
the t ime is mv dream project. 
I've met so many great people, 
who are fun to work with and 
learn from." Lew is-Bed/, 
explained. "Every show pres-

ents it own unique set of chal-
lenges. The longer you're in this 
business, you have different 
challenges. There are days 
when you show up and you're 
tired. You have to depend on 
the other actors to support you 
and engage you in order to be 
in the moment, so it's fresh. I'm 
always learning." 

Lewis-Bedz has no Broadway 
dreams; she likes the work she's 
doing now, saving that she finds 
it fun and challenging. In fact, 
she lived in New York City for 
under a year and found it too 
crowded. 

"There were way too many 
people. It got very claustro-
phobic," she recalled. 

In addition to appearing on 
the stage, Lewis-Bedz had a bit 
part in Chelsea resident Jeff 
Daniels' film, Super Sucker, as 
Bobby Jo Bartholomew. 

"(Daniels) is no different 
than working with anyone else. 
He's jus t a regular guy who's 
very down-to-earth. He cares 
very much about the work and 
the art. He's very fan and 
accessible." 

However, she prefers theater 
to film because she said there's 
something magical about per-
forming in front of a live audi-
ence; it's true art. 

"You don't revisit a scene in 
film and. do it differently than 
when you (revisit) it eight t imes 
a week on stage. That's jus t not 
as much room to do tha t in 
film." 

r j 

Robin Lewis-Bedz 

Young vocalist focuses on true meani 
of the season with A Classical Christmas 

BY LINDA ANN CHOMiN 

STAFF W?ll FES 

Tired of Jingle Bells and 
Frosty the Snowman and ready 
to hear music that brings out 
the t rue meaning of the season? 
Popular songs are good for get-
t ing in the mood to celebrate 
the holidays bu t the week lead-
ing up to Christmas should be a 
t ime Tor reflection. What better 
way to start the process than by 
listening to Franz Schubert's 
and Bach's Ave Maria, Cesar 
Franck's Pan is Angelicas, 
Mozart's Ave Vcmm Corpus, 
Beethoven's Sonata in E flat 
Major and Pietro Yon s Gesu 
Bambino along with favorites 

like Silent Night and O Holy 
Night? Young soprano Rebekah 
Walker sings all of this music 
and more at A Classical 
Christmas conceit Thursday, 
Dec. 19, in the Basilica of St. 
Mary Antiochian Orthodox 
Church in Livonia. 

Some of the selections are on 
the first CD, Classical Favorites, 
she recorded two years ago at 
the age of 17. 

"I love Christmas music. It 
makes it so special to hear 
songs you grew up with," said 
Walker, who studies voice with 
Barbara Wiltsie at Madonna 
University in Livonia. "My 
favorite is O Holy Night. It's 
written so beautifully." 
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32550 Che r r y Hill • Garden Ci ty 
n block E. ofvenoy) 

27777 S c h o o l c r a f t ' L i v o n i a 
PA mile E. of Middlebelt) 

Lavish Gourmet Buffet at Both Locations Featuring: 
C r a c k e d p e p p e r c o r n E n c r u s t e d PRIME RIB, 

P r e m i u m Bar Package 
Continuous Entertainment ,/.. 

with: w 
Steve King and the Dittilles 

• Slack Tie Optional 
• All Reserved Seating 

s 1 4 0 per couple 
(must be 21 or over to attend> 

( 7 3 4 ) 4 2 7 - 9 1 1 0 

Continuous Entertainment 
with: 

Channel 6(Band) 
• Black Tie Optional 

• AH Reserved seating « 

s 1 2 0 per couple I 
(must be 21 or over to attend) I 

(714 ) 4 2 2 - 4 5 5 0 \ 

Walker first sang the reli-
gious song as a s tudent in the 
choir at Ladywood High School 
in Livonia. It was there that her 
fa ther Brady Walker first real-
ized Rebekah's talent. Now he's 
doing everything he can, 
including promoting and pro-
ducing the concert, to farther 
her career. 

Walker's already sung in 
f ront of large audiences with 
the Livonia Symphony 
Orchestra bu t he never 
dreamed this concert would 
tu rn into such a large event. 

"We were originally going to 
do it at the Livonia Civic Center 
and switched to St. Mary's basili-
ca, a bigger venue where we need 
to sell 600 tickets just to break 
even," said Brady Walker. "It's 
become a tremendous promo-
tional effort but I knew I had to 
do something when I heard her 
sing at school. I'm in it for the 
long haul trying to get the right 
people to hear her. We're going 

Rooekah Walker sings classical 
Christmas music accompanied i 
John Boonenberg Thursday, De< 

tn h e r e c o r d i n g t h e c o n e e r i 

h'.T second CD. She's no! 
HMkd voice. It's angelic." 
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T o o Late la, 
For those last minute acts 
thai just had to get in! 
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PatodBUoM, THE PALACE BOX OFFICE AND t k k e t m & g r . | 
CHARGE AT 248-045-6668. 8 ' 3 
DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE FOR GROUPS, KIDS 12 & o 
UNDER AND SENIORS. CALL 248-371-2055, f ^ f f i p 

Sponsored Locally By: 

M E T j e r K h m f o 

Open Houses 

BIRMINGHAM- 1000 Davis. 
N./14, W, of Woodward. 3 
bedroom. Across from park. 
Completely renovated. Up-
dates include: roof, kitchen, 
baths, floors, appliances. All 
this plus finished basement, 
attached garage & deck. Open 
Sunday, 12/15, Noon-4. 
5329,000 243-376-0521 

4000] 

H e l p W a n t e d G e n e r a l E M 3 B Househo ld Goods 

HAIR STYLIST 
WANTED 

For Oakland County area. 

E 

KEEG0 HARBOR 2 bedroom, 
lake privileges, 2nd floor, 
avail. Dec. 1, no smoking'chil-
dren/pets. S550/mo. 248-738-
6443 kacnmtSbigfoot.com 

BIRMINGHAM 
Near Downtown, 1 bedroom. 
Very spacious & clean. 

248-561-5064 

AMERICA'S Choice for apart-
ment living. Apartment com-
munity in Oakland County 
seeking career minded part-
time Leasing Consultant. We 
offer competitive wages & 
excellent commission pack-
age. Experience a plus. Please 
cal l j24Sj 353-1372 

DRVWALL SPOTTER/REPAIR 
person needed. Minimum 
yrs drywail repair. Exp. only, 
Top pay for top quality. Call 
Mon-Fri. 9-5 (248)402-0002 

CARPET STORE 
Flex hrs. Showroom exp. 
Salary + comm. Benefits 
available, 734-634-1791 

MIRRORED 
Futon, S60, plus size clothes, 
stereo, TV, etc, 248-541-2230 

ABSOLUTE LOWEST PRICE 
Brand Name Mattressess 
High end leather furniture 

Call for appt. 734-231-6622 

GERMAN IMPORT L-
couch & chair. S600/best, 
Call 248-788-5314, 

DINING SET - French, cherry-
oval table, 6 chairs, 

sard, $1900. Beige florai 
pattern area rug, S1199. 

248-258-3007 

CALL ESTATE SALES BY IRIS 
For full service estate sales & 

appraisals. 
Company doing business for 

40+ yrs with the finest 
families in this area. 

248-626-6335, 248-217-7161 
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National Board of Review 
picks The Hours as top movie 
BY CHRISTY LEMIRE 
AP ENTERTAINMENT WRITER 

NEW YORK (AP) — The 
Hours, starring Meryl Streep, 
Julianne Moore and Nicole 
Kidman, is the year's best 
movie, according to the 
National Board of Review of 
Motion Pictures. 

Based on Michael 
Cunningham's Pulitzer Prize-
winning novel, the film follows 
three women in three eras who 
are all tied to Virginia Woolf's 
Mrs. Dalloway. 

Moore also won the board's 
best-actress award for Far From 
Heaven, in which she plays a 
1950s New England housewife 
who learns her husband is gay, 
then begins a relationship with 
her black gardener. Campbell 
Scott was named the best actor 
for Roger Dodger, in which he 

stars as a shallow womanizer. 
The group's supporting actor 
prize went to Chris Cooper for 
Adaptation. 

Kathy Bates won best sup-
porting actress for About ^ 
Schmidt, in which she plays a 
bohemian divorcee. Philip 
Noyce was the group's director 
of the year for two films: The 
Quiet American and Rabbit-
Proof Fence. 

The documentary honor went 
to Bowling for Columbine, 
Michael Moore's examination of 
America's gun culture. Pedro 
Almodovar's Talk to Her was 
the board's choice for best for-
eign film of the year. The 
Spanish film follows two men 
who are in love with women in 
comas in the same hospital. 

Completing the list of the top 
10 movies for 2002: Chicago, 
Gangs of New York The Quiet 

American, Adaptation, Rabbit-
Proof Fence, The Pianist, Far 
From Heaven, Thirteen 
Conversations About One 
Thing and Frida. 

The National Board of 
Review awards represent the 
first step in anticipating 
Academy Award winners, but 
they're usually not in step with 
what Oscar voters prefer. 

Last year, board members 
chose Baz Luhrmann's revision-
ist musical Moulin Rouge as the 
best movie; the Academy Award 
for best picture went to Ron 
Howard's A Beautiful Mind, a 
far more traditional pick for its 
inspirational themes. 

.The National Board of 
Review, made up of teachers, 
writers, actors and movie pro-
duction workers, will award the 
winners at a ceremony Jan. 14, 
2003, in New York. 

Crew members use an assor tment of i tems t o produce sound ef fec ts for t he radio play, It 's A Wonderful Life. 

An ensemble cast and crew will 
perform a radio play-style produc-
tion of It's A Wonderful Life 
Saturday-Sunday, Dec. 14-15 and 
Dec. 21-22 at The Second City, 
Detroit. 

Director-actor Marty Bufalini of 
Grosse Pointe leads the group, 
which includes actors Tim Wolf of 
Royal Oak, Tommy Ventimiglio of 
Chesterfield Township, Brian Taylor 
of Plymouth, Carrie Fisk of Grosse 
Pointe, Michelle Hooks Stackpoole 
of Harper Woods, Aaron Letrick of 
Clinton Township, Steve Sabaugh of 
Sterling Heights, among others. 

The group transports the audi-
ence to a 1940s-style radio studio 
when radio shows were performed 
live before a studio audience, with 
the aid of minimal set decor and 
show preparations. The crew in 
Bufalini's production creates 98 per-
cent of all sound effects live, using 
mechaniealdevices.Actors-recreate 
footsteps, a half-size door on wheels 
provides door effects, bells axe rung, 
a water tank is used for water effects 

a wind machine creates the 

Performances are 2 p.m. Saturday, 
Dec. 14,21 and Sunday Dec. 22 and 
5 p.m., Sunday, Dec. 15, at The 
Second City Theatre, 2301 
Woodward, Detroit. 

Tickets are $14 for adults and 
for senior citizens and students. 
They're available at The Second City 
box office, Hockeytown Authentics 
(without service charge), in TYoy -
and at all Ticketmaster locations. To 
charge by phone, call The Second 
City at (313) 965-2222. 
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Marty Bufalini o f Grosse Pointe d i rects an ensemble cast m It s A 
Wonderful Life a t Second City Theater, Detroi t 
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Book- Your Holiday Parti 
Lunch w/Santa 
Dec. 14 -10 am 
Tickets en Sale! 

Voted #1 Square Pizza 
• In Metro Detroit! 
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Get Your Holiday 
Gift Certificates 
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M l FIREPLACE ACCESSORIES 
G r e a t Select ion "s 5 0 % OFI 

AIL TANNING BEDS....S0,/a OFF 
Al l SPA COVERS W W h OFF 
ALL PATIO SETS M OFF 
ALL BBQ ERILLS 50% OFF 

STARTING AT 

VALUES 
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www.buddyspizza.com for special deals 
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"We're Your Pizza Party Placet" 
Livonia • 734*261*3550 

Fax 734-261-5992 
33605 P l y m o u t h Rd: • Just W. of F a r m i n g t o n R d . 

CLOSING ILL LOCUTIONS! ' MIL 080.220.7727 FOR STORE INFO! 
14820 DIX-TOIiDO RD., S S B I H U H • 26328 FORD RD., K A R I 0 R I K K H T S 
35400 PLYMOUTH RD., IfWDMA • 6199 HAGGERTY RD., 
6650 HIGHLAND RD., M T f t f B B B • 2723 OAK VAUfY DR., 

41041. GRAND RIVER RD., H W E U 
Or Visit One of Otar Other Buddy's 

Royal Oak * Auburn Hills • Dearborn • Detroit • Warren » 


