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Santa 

All boys and girls, 
naughty or nice, 
know Santa Claus 

wil l soon be checking 
his Christmas l i s t - and 
checking it twice. That 
means Canton young-
sters need to get their 
letters to the Jolly Old 
Elf wr i t ten and on their 
way to the North Pole. 

Once again, the 
Canton Observer is ask-
ing youngsters to send 
us their letter to Santa 
along wi th a school pic-
ture to appear in the 
Observer before 
Christmas Day. To make 
sure we have t ime to 
forward the letters to 
the North Pole, get the 
letters to us by no later 
than Thursday, Dec. 19. 

Individually post-
marked letters should 
be sent to Santa, care of 
the Canton Observer, 
794 S. Main St., 
Plymouth, Ml 48170. 

• 6oing to pageant 
Aiyssa Brooke Heller of 

Canton wi l l part ic ipate in 
Sunday's Miss Pre-Teen 

Detroit 
competi-
t ion host-
ed by 
Nationals, 
Inc. 

Aiyssa 
wil l be 
compet-

ing for a share of more than 
$20,000 in scholarships, 
prizes and special ty g i f ts . 
The compet i t ion includes 
model ing formal and casual 
wear and a personal i ty 
interview. 

The Detroit winner wi l l 
move on to the Cities of 
America National 
Compet i t ion in Orlando, Fla. 

• Craft fair 
* Canton Girl Scout Troops 
wi l l be host ing an annual 
"Make and Take" Craft Fair 
6:30-9 p.m. Friday in the 
gym at Eriksson Elementary, 
1275 Haggerty Road, Canton. 

Scouts of all age levels 
wi l l be running booths 
showcasing a var iety of 
craf ts tha t the scouts them-
selves wi l l teach you how to 
make. Pricing starts at $2 
and kids are welcome to 
come and learn how to 
make some neat holiday 
g i f ts . 

• N e w i n 

classified 
If you missed the Tuesday 

deadline fo r placing your 
classif ied ad in the Observer 
& Eccentric, don' t worry. The 
Observers Eccentric 
Newspapers, in an e f fo r t to 
bet ter serve our customers, 
now offers a "Too Late To 
Classify" category for those 
last-minute addit ions fo r 
the Thursday paper. 

Deadline fo r the "Too Late 
To Classify" category is 
noon Wednesdays. Call 1-
800-579-SELL to place your 
classif ied ad. 

PAUL HURSCHUANN OBSERVER 

Melanie Pickert, 9, Shirina Shu, C amf Emilie Pickert, 15, afi of danton, begin their descent down the sledding 
hill - backwards - o n a toboggan at an area park Monday. The first measurable snowfall of the season (about 
4 Inches) wasn't quite as fun for local commuters and shovelers. 

Ameritech eases snafu for charities 
BY TONY BRUSCATO 
STAFF WRITER 

Ameritech has agreed to pay 
thousands of dollars to help the 
Canton Community Foundation 
and a committee tiying to raise 
funds through the foundation 
for a veterans' memorial park in 
Plymouth recover from a phone 
number mix-up. 

The phone company •will cover 
the costs for reprinting fund-
raising brochures for the 

Plymouth Community Veterans' 
Memorial Park committee, 
mending a problem which 
resulted in the publishing of a 
wrong telephone number for 
solicitations to construct the 
half-million dollar project in 
downtown Plymouth. 

The non-profit group had 
been battling nearly a month 
with Ameritech to make amends 
after the giant communications 
company gave the Canton 
Community Foundation a new 

telephone number, then took it 
away, without the knowledge of 
either the CCF or the Veterans' 
Memorial Park committee. 

The veteran's group printed 
brochures with the new number 
for the Canton Community 
Foundation because it's using 
the foundation's non-profit sta-
tus to collect contributions for 
the memorial park. However, 
despite confirming the number 
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Goodfellows seek Saturday paper hawkers 
BYTEDD SCHNEIDER 
STAFF WRITER 

The call is out for volunteers 
to staff Saturday's Canton 
Goodfellow paper sale. 

The paper drive is especially 
important this year because the 
local organization hopes to pro-
vide holiday care packages to 
about 100 more families than in 
2001, said Nancy Spencer, 
Goodfellows president. 

"It's definitely the economy," 
Spencer said. "Last year some of 
these people were on the edge 
and this year, because of layoffs 
and other situations, I think 

many got pushed over the edge." 
Spencer said her current 

donation list includes 340 
Canton children and their fami-
lies, along with 25 local senior 
citizens. 

The paper sale is the largest 
one-day community fund-raiser 
the organization holds each 
year. Volunteers will hawk . 
papers from the rights-of-way 
(the area between the sidewalk 
and the street) surrounding 
numerous shopping centers and 
other local businesses between 9 
a.m. and mid-afternoon. 

"We try to stay by driveways 
so that people can spot us easi-

ly," Spencer said. 
Volunteers should stop by the 

Canton Public Library, 1200 S. 
Canton Center, to get their stack 
of papers and a bright, orange 
sign. 

"It's cold outside. If people 
just want to work an hour or 
two, that's fine," Spencer said. 

Last year there were just 17 
paper sellers, which Spencer 
called disappointing. 

Despite generous donations 
from Wal-Mart, Sam's Club, Bob 
Evans and Holiday Market this 
fall, the organization is still 
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Fatal crash 
disables area 

Avenue 
closed, electricity 
out for hours 
BY JACK GLADDEN 
STAFF WRITER 

A South Lyon man was killed 
early Wednesday morning 
when his Ford Explorer was 
struck broadside by a semi-
truck on eastbound Michigan 
Avenue at the southbound I-
275 exit ramp. 

The 1-275 ramp and Michigan 
Avenue in both directions were 
closed for hours following the 
accident, after the semi hit a 

utility pole and knocked out 
electrical service to businesses 
and homes in the area. 

Canton Police said David 
Duncan, 46, of South Lyon was 
attempting to turn onto east-
bound Michigan Avenue about 
4:15 a.m. after leaving the free-
way. The semi struck the 
Explorer broadside on the dri-
ver's side. 

Canton Fire Department 
paramedics rushed Duncan to 
Annapolis Hospital in Wayne, 
where he was pronounced 
dead. A Dearborn Heights man 
who was driving the semi-truck 
was not injured in the accident. 
The exact cause of the crash 
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Restaurant combo 

BY JACK GLADDEN 
STAFF WRITER 

The Canton Planning 
Commission won a victory 
Monday night in the continu-
ing battle of the Canton Image 
versus the Corporate-Image. 

Commissioners unanimously 

nation restaurant at Ford and 
Cherry Hill roads, at the site 
where the abandoned 
Sagebrush store now stands. 

In August commissioners 
rejected the request out of 
hand based on what they felt 
was an inadequate size of the 

special land use request for a 
Wendy's/Tim Horton's combi- PLEASESEE RESTAURANT, A7 
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Whistle Stoppers take the stage 
Whistle Stop Players Elena Ybarra, 6, from left, Abigail Rice, 9, and 
Natalie Linares, 7, all from Canton, listen to a critique of their dress 
rehearsal from Plymouth Community Arts Council Executive Director 
Jennifer Tobin as the cast prepares for "Grimm's Gorgeous Girls/' 
Performances are 7 p.m. Friday, 2 and 7 p.m. Saturday, and 2 p.m. 
Sunday. For tickets and information call (734) 416-4278. 

EDUCATION 
Extended day program is 

seeking Assistants...,. 
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Cop bike patrol rolls through shopping districts 
BY JACK GLADDEN 
STAFF WRITER 

They're not elves and they 
travel on bicycles instead of 
sleighs, but you could think of 
them as Santa's helpers. 

Members of Canton Police 

and parking lots," she said. 
"And if a shopkeeper is having 
a confrontation with some-
body, there's a quicker response 
time." 

The patrols started the day 
after Thanksgiving, one of the 

the holidays and Golles said 
the response has been positive 
from both shoppers and mer-

Department's bicycle unit will 
be patrolling shopping and 
retail areas through Christmas 
Eve, according to Canton 
Police Capt. Laura Golles. 

"They're just out to keep an 
eye on what's going on in stores 

year. 
The 17 officers are on duty 

seven days a week and will 
divide their time among the 
various shopping locations. 

It's the fourth year the bike 
patrols have been used during 

"It's basically a PR type of 
thing," she said. "It allows offi-
cers to have a more face to face 

businesses like having them 
there." 

She said in addition to keep-
ing an eye on potential crimi-
nal activity, they'll help people 
who are locked out of their 
vehicles or with other problems 

that may arise. 
The bicycle officers, who vol-

unteer for the overtime assign-
ments, are pretty much free to 
pick the areas they patrol, 
Golles said. 

It fits in with the depart-
solicing— 

program, where officers patrol 
a specific portion of the com-
munity and get to know and be 
known by businesses and resi-
dents. 

"From what I've heard, the 
guys enjoy being able to walk 

Bandit makes off with Zippo lighter collection 
Police are investigating the 

theft of a Zippo lighter collec-
tion and a ProActive bowling 
ball from a River Run Court 
residence while the family was 
on vacation. 

A resident reported that she 
and her husband were on vaca-
tion from Nov. 23-30 and that 
in-laws came over to house-sit 
for them on Nov. 26. The house 
was unoccupied on Nov. 24 and 
25. 

When they returned home, 
the resident said she noticed 
clothing moved around in the 
master bedroom closet but-
thought the cats had been play-
ing in there. 

She then found a metal secu-
rity box in the closet had been 
pried open and put back on a 
shelf. A Zippo lighter collection 

COP CALLS 1 

was missing from a jewelry box 
on a dresser. The bowling ball 
was taken from the garage. 

The lighters were valued at 
$250, the bowling ball at $200. 

A screen was off on a window 
to the master bedroom, but 
there were no signs of forced 
entry. 

DECORATIONS TAKEN 

A resident of the 3500 block 
of Riverside reported to police 
someone stole cardboard candy 
and cane decorations from his 
front yard sometime between 11 
p.m. Sunday and 4 p.m. 
Monday. The decorations were 
valued at $60. 

CAR BREAK-IN 

A resident of the 4700 block 
of Pond Run told police some-
one broke into his car and 
stole an amplifier and sub-
woofer. 

The amp was valued at 
$1,500, the woofer at $700. 

CAR KEYED 

A Canton resident said she 
left her car on the parking lot 
of a complex on lYails Court 
about 6 p.m. Sunday and when 
she returned to the car about 
12:30 p.m. Monday, it had 
been keyed. 

Damage was done to the dri-
ver's side door, left front fend-
er and hood. It was estimated 
at $500. 

BURGLARY 

An employee of BodeCote on 
Haggerty Road told police he 
came to open the business on 
Sunday and noticed a light on 
in the office. Upon investigation 
he noticed three vending 
machines broken open and an 
unknown amount of cash miss-
ing from the cash containers. 

LAWN JOB 

A resident of the 45000 block 
of Glengarry reported to police 
that someone did a lawn job" 
on his property and stole 400 
feet of grass valued at $200. 
They also stole an American 
flag that was attached to the 
garage. He said it was the sec-
ond such incident in two days. 

The Red Cross offers winter weather safety tips 
This week's early blast of 

winter temperatures and 
snow brings a reminder from 
the Southeastern Michigan 
Chapter of the American Red 
Cross on the importance of 
being prepared for potentially 
life-threatening winter condi-
tions. 

The Red Cross offers the 
following tips: 

9 Prepare a winter storm 
plan: Have extra blankets on 
hand. 

Ensure that each member 
of you household has a warm „ 
coat, gloves or mittens, hat- -

water-resistant boots. 

• Assemble a disaster sup-
plies kit containing: First aid 
kit and essential medications, 
battery-powered weather 
radio, flashlight and extra 
batteries, canned food and 
can opener, bottled water (at 
least one gallon of water per 
person, per day to last three 
days. 

Exposure to cold can cause 
injury or serious illness such 
as frostbite or hypothermia. 
The likelihood of injury or ill-
ness depends on factors such 
as physical activity, clothing, _ 
wind, humidity, working and 
living conditions; along with 

a person's age and state of 
health. 

Follow these tips to stay 
safe in cold weather: 

• Dress appropriately 
before going outdoors. 

If possible, dress in layers 
so you can adjust to changing 
conditions. Avoid overdress-
ing or overexertion that can 
lead to illness. 

S Allow extra time when . 
traveling. Monitor weather 
conditions carefully and 
adhere to travel advisories. 

S Keep a winter storm sur-
vival kit in your car. This 
should include blankets, food, 

flares, gloves, chains and 
first-aid supplies. 

• Have your car winterized 
before storm season. 

Cold and heat-'related 
emergencies can occur quick-
ly. 

To learn more about signals 
of and how to care for cold or 
heat-related problems, take a 
Community First Aid and 
Safety Course from your local 
Red Cross chapter. 

For more information, go to 
www.smeredcross.or on the 
Web or call the Southeastern 
Michigan Chapter at (313) 
833-2664. 
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FAMILY DENTISTRY™ 

Announcing the Relocation 
of my 

Westland Office 
State-of-the-Art 

Family-Centered and Caring 
Dental Excellence 

Evening and Weekend Appointments 
convenient Payment Plans-Senior Discount 
Cosmetic Bonding-TMJ (Jaw Pain Relief) 

Gentle, Private Practice Dentist 
Most Insurance Payment Plans Accepted 

On behalf of the entire staff of Cherry Hill Family 
Dentistry, I would like to invite you to visit our new 
office. We are proud of our office and the quality 

services that we provide. 

Teeth Whitening 
Only $65 
REGULARLY $395 

For New Patients Only with Cleaning and Exam 
•Brighten yellow teeth 

"Virtually eliminate coffee, tobacco, and tea stains. 

42448 Cherry Hill • Canton 
At the north west corner of Cherry Hill and Ulley 

734.844.1000 

through the stores and talk to 
people," she said. "Normally 
when you're in a patrol car 
you're dealing with people who 
have a problem. We don't have 
a lot of problems with this." 

And if you think a cop on a 

they have to stay in good 
shape. They have to meet a lot 
of criteria." 

Bicycle officers even have to 
qualify on the police shooting 
range using the bicycles. 

In addition to the winter hol-
bike-is-out for a-joy rideryou're—iday-duty and-the-spring-and -
wrong. The bike patrol officers summer neighborhood patrols, 

the officers also escort bicy-
cling students on school field 
trips to places such as area 
restaurants and Heritage Park. 

are all volunteers but they 
have to pass pretty stringent 
criteria. 

"The receive a lot of train-
ing," Golles said. "They have 
two weeks of school training, jgladden@oe.homecomni.net | {734} 459-2700 

We're looking for doll stories 
Just about every woman 

remembers waking up on 
Christmas morning and finding 
the doll of her dreams under the 
tree. 

Though long discarded or 
tucked away in a box, this doll 
still holds a special place in her 

We're planning to do a story 
on Christmas dolls, and we 
want to hear about your 

favorite. 
Also, send us a picture of the 

two of you on that long-ago 
Christmas. 

Send information to Renee 
Skoglund, Observer 
Newspapers, 36251 
Schoolcraft, Livonia, MI 
48150, attn: Christmas Dolls. 
Contact her at (734) 953-2128; 
fax: (734) 591-7279; or e-mail: 
rskoglund@oe.homecomm.net 

Precision 
M P Care 

Money raiser 
The Plymouth-Canton Interact Club conducted a car wash fund-raiser 
to help raise money to fund the Sagear Memorial Wall, a $30,000 proj-
ect funded by generous donations and volunteer efforts. Construction 
was completed In August on the wall, which memorializes Sandy 
Sagear, who battled polio and graduated wi th the Plymouth High School 
Class of 1969. 
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Former Canton student staging the time of his life 

Former Canton High School student Brad Deplanche won Florida's Lillie Stoates 
award for best supporting actor for his performance in Around the World in 80 
Days, and he's now in Louisville, Ky., in a production of A Tuna Christmas. 

Actor finds 
success with 

BY BRAD KADRICH 

STAFF WRITER 

When 39-year-old Brad 
Deplanche steps on the stage 
at the Actors Theatre in 
Louisville, Ky., nowadays for 
his two-man show, "A T\ma 
Christmas," he's farthering an 
acting career he started on the 
faraway stage of Salem High 
School. 

Deplanche, a Plymouth 
native now living in New York 
City but acting in theaters all 
over the country, is fresh off 
what critics felt was a sterling 
performance in the classic, 
"Around the World in 80 
Days," in Florida. 

Deplanche's performance 
was good enough to win a 
Lillie Stoates Award, created 
to promote professional the-
atre in central Florida, for best 
supporting actor in a stage 
play. 

And Deplanche, who spent 
two years at Canton High 

School before graduating from 
Interlochen in 1981, said he 
owes all of his success to for-
mer Plymouth-Canton drama 
teacher Gloria Logan. 

"She was one of the first 
major influences in my acting 

Rotary's Santa lunch is Saturday 
The Canton Rotary Club will host a Lunch 

with Santa 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday at the 
Roman Forum Restaurant. 

The event features a pizza lunch, visit and 
photo time with Santa, a gift and a craft table for 

children to make holiday crafts. 
Cost is $5 per person, with children under 2 

The restaurant is on the south side of Ford 
Road, just west of1-275. 

Women's club offers scholarship 
The Wayne Business and 

Professional Women's Club is 
now accepting applications for 
a "Career Development 
Scholarship." 

The scholarship is designed 
to recognize and support 
women entering or re-entering 
the work force or seeking to 
advance their career. To quali-
fy, a candidate must meet the 
following criteria: 

• Demonstrate financial 
need 

• Live and/or work in the 
cities of Wayne or Westland 

• Formal acceptance into a 

college or vocational/technical 
program 

• Minimum G.PA. of 2.8 if 
already enrolled 

Candidates seeking applica-
tion forms should send a 
stamped, self-addressed enve-
lope to: 

Wayne Business and - . 
Professional Women's Club 

Career Development 
Scholarship Committee 

14201 Robbe Road 
Belleville, MI 48111 
Completed applications must 

be postmarked by Jan. 6,2003. 
The Wayne Business and 

Professional Women's Club is a 

local chapter of the State and 
National BPWUSA 
Federations. The BPWs objec-
tive is to elevate the standards 
and interest for women in busi-
ness, to bring about a spirit of 
cooperation among business 
and professional women of the 
United States of America. 

To also extend opportunities 
to all women who are interest-
ed in the industrial, scientific 
and vocational career's avail-
able to them. 

For more information, call 
Judie Quinn, (734) 699-6817, 
fax (734) 699-7190 or e-mail 
www.judieqn @ AOL.com. 
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career," Deplanche said of 
Logan, who retired in 2000 
and who has since had the 
auditorium at Salem High 
School renamed in her honor. 
"She was incredibly support-
ive. She started the ball 
rolling, and I owe it all to her." 

Deplanche, who appeared in 
"How to Succeed Without 
Really Trying" and "Damn 
Yankees" while at P-CEP, has 
lived in New York since 1994. 
Since leaving Interlochen, he 
has done theater in 13 differ-
ent states, "to varying degrees 
of success," he said with a 
laugh during a phone inter-
view Monday. 

The work eventually led him 
to Florida, where he landed 
the role of Passe Partoug, side-
kick to lead character Phineas 
Fogg. They did the play with 
five actors, one table and two 
chairs, leaving the actors to 
create the illusion of the vari-

ous locations. 
"It was just an amazing 

experience," Deplanche said of 
the play, which also won a 
Stoates award as best produc-
tion, an award Deplanche 
liked to the Tony Awards. "It's 

To be doing a two-person play 
here, I'm humbled." 

Deplanche was in Louisville 
when he found out about the 

He immediately called his 

challenging for the actors, and 
for the audience as well. They 
have to use their imaginations, 
as well as we do," 

From there, Deplanche 
moved on to Louisville, where 
he's currently doing "A Tuna 
Christmas." That show, part of 
the trilogy of "Greater T\ma" 
plays that portray life in Tuna, 
the third-smallest town in 
Texas, where "the Lion's Club 
is too liberal and Patsy Cline 
never dies." 

It's a two-man show where 
each actor plays 11 characters. 
Deplanche called the play the 
"pinnacle of my career so far." 

"It's amazing," he said. 
"We're sold out, we get stand-
ing ovations every night. It's a 
play I've dreamed of doing 
since 1987- You play such an 
incredible range of characters, 
men and women, 6 years old 
to 96 years old. This theater 
has a phenomenal reputation. 

Deplanche of Plymouth. When 
he didn't catch them, he left a 
vivid message on the answer-
ing machine. 

"He was so excited," Bud 
Deplanche said. "The play he's 
in now is the funniest thing 
we've ever seen. We're very 
proud of him." 

Deplanche closes in "A Tuna 
Christmas" Jan. 6, then heads 
home to New York — briefly. 
He'll head to Hilton Head 
Island, S.C., a week later to 
reprise his role in "Around the 
World in 80 Days." 

"I'm going back to New York 
for a week," Deplanche said. 
"Then I'll repack for warmer 
weather, and I'm headed 
south." 

bkadrich@oe.homecomm.net | {734) <?59-

2700 

Presbyterian Village Redford 
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Sunday, December 8, 2002 • 1 pni-4 pm 

17383 Garfield Road • Redford 

T h e O p e n H o u s e H a s B e e n C a n c e l l e d 
^ 6 due to a viral illness in Assisted Living 

\ k / and will be rescheduled for \ k s 
January 2003. 

Best Wishes from the Presbyterian Village Staff. 

^ J j F o n n n L ^ 
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.www.dittrichfurs.com < .s* 

I 

7 

FREEH 
No Rules! 

No Restrictions! 
wmmwm 

with EVERY 
Carpet Purchase! 

6 

HOLIDAY 
SPECIALS 

Limited time only 

SALE ON 
LAMINATE 
VINYL and 
CERAMIC 

\ * « S A f -
36 yds./324 sq. ft. 

Valid with this ad * Expires 12-24-02 

W I L L PAY Y O U 
S A L E S TAXI 

*1.79 Sq. f t . 
Material onlylnslallation Available 
With coupon • Exp. 12-24-02 

LUS 
25 Colois to Choose from 

witti FREE pad 
Sq. Ft-

With coupon • Exp. 12-24-02 

with FRBE pad 

Sq. Ft. 

Wilis coupon ® Exp. 12-24-02 

VINYL 
Sq. ft. 

Material only «Installation Avail 
With coupon • Exp, 12-2 

WHOLESALE PRICES EVERYDAY 
m m - h « • ' 

DETROIT HAZEL PARK LIVONIA 
16838 E, 8 Mile 1543 Eight Mile 33555 Seven Mile 

(313) 372-6692 (248) 548-4419 (248) 442-9767 
1/4 Mile W. of Farmington . 

All 3 Locations Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10am-7pm 

I . 

http://www.observerandeccentric.com
http://www.judieqn
mailto:bkadrich@oe.homecomm.net
http://www.dittrichfurs.com
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William Thomas Reed 
Services for William Thomas 

Heed, 46, of South Lyon, Mich., 
were held Nov. 26 at Vermeulen 
Funeral Home in Plymouth with 
Chaplain Michael Carr officiat-
ing. 

Mr. Reed was born July 21, 
1956, in Dearborn, Mich., and 
died Nov. 22,2002 in Detroit 
He was a steam fitter for Ford 
Motor Company. He lived in 
South Lyon for 10 years after 
previously living in Plymouth for 
33 years. He completed two 
years of college and served in the 
U.S. Army. He worked as a 
plumber for 16 years and spent 
18 months as a steam fitter at 
Ford. 

He was a member of the 
Scorpions Motorcycle Club of 
Oakland County, and loved hot 
rods and motorcycles. 

He was preceded in death by 
his father, William Reed. 

Mr. Reed is survived by his 
mother, Patricia Reed of Canton; 
brother Steve (Linda) Reed of 
Brighton; sisters Cynthia (Ron) 
Lack of Marietta, Ga., Lisa 
(David) Mangus of Dundee, 
Mich., and Colleen (Tom 
Garnett) Grainger of Canton; 
best friend Linda Dancy; and 
Linda Dancy's children, Shane 
and Ashley Daugherty. 

Memorials made be made to 
the donor's choice. 
Arrangements made by 
Vermeulen Funeral Home-
Plymouth. 

Amelia "Mimi" Neukiroh 
Services for Amelia "Mimi" 

Neukiroh, 81, of Plymouth were 
held Nov. 29,2002 at Knollwood 

Chapel in Canton. Burial was in 
Knollwood Memorial Park in 
Canton. 

Ms. Neukiroh was born Jan. 
18,1921, in Detroit and died Nov. 
25. She resided atTonquish 
Creek Manor in Plymouth for 21 
years, after previously living on 
Byron and Holbrook in 
Plymouth. She worked at Haab's 
Restaurant in Ypsilanti, as well 
as at a local manufacturing corn-

company. She was a veiy coura-
geous lady, having lived inde-
pendently for over 30 years over-
coming the difficulties of 
rheumatoid arthritis. 

She voted in every election, 
general as well as school district 
elections, for several decades. , 
She loved to dance before the 
arthritis slowed her down. She 
loved to read and write. She sent 
a welcome letter to every new 
resident in Tonquish Creek 
Manor. She also sent a birthday 
card to every resident eveiy year 
for as long as anyone can 
remember. 

She is survived by all her dear 
friends, including George 
Hudson, Liz Ramsey and Jan 
Foster. She is also survived by 
her special friend, Elizabeth 
McCully. 

Arrangements by Vermeulen 
Funeral Home-Plymouth. 

Margaret A. Mitchell 
Services for Margaret 

Mitchell, 80, of Plymouth were 
held Dec. 3 at the Schrader-
Howell Funeral Home with the 
Rev. John Paton officiating. 
Burial was at Washtenong 
Cemetery in Ann Arbor. 

Mis. Mitchell was bom Sept 
26,1922, in Oak Hill, WVa,, and 
died Nov. 30 in Ann Arbor. She 
was a sales clerk at Minerva-
Dunning's in Plymouth for seven 
years. She previously worked as 
a clerk at Brader's in Northville 
for 13 years. She came to the 
Plymouth community in 1962 
from Canton Township. She was 
a former member of the Church 
of God. She was on a bowling 

Frankenmuth on weekends and 
watch soap operas. 

Survivors include her husband 
of 56 years, John Mitchell of 
Plymouth; sons Charles Mitchell 
of Ypsilanti and Kim Mitchell of 
Salem Township; five step-chil-
dren; two grandchildren; seven 
great-grandchildren; and sisters 
Ruth Bayes of Oak Hill, W. Va., 
June Hawks of Ogden, Utah, 
and Joyce Chambers of 
Charlotte, N.C. 

Arrangements made by 
Schrader-Howell Funeral Home. 

Cornelius "Ed" 0'Donnell 
Services for Ed 0'Donnell, 63, 

of Plymouth were held Nov. 27 at 
Our Lady of Good Counsel 
Catholic Church in Plymouth 
with the Rev. John Sullivan offi-
ciating. Burial was at St Casimir 
Cemetery in Chicago, HI. 

Mr. 0'Donnell was bora Nov. 
9,1939, in Mantoon, HI., and 
died Nov. 24 in Plymouth. He 
was an engineer with Ford 
Motor Company. He was a mem-
ber of Our Lady of Good Counsel 
Catholic Church. 

Survivors include wife, Nancy 
M. 0'Donnell of Plymouth; son, 
Edmond ODonneU of West 

Bloomfield, Steven (Lisa) 
0'Donnell of West Bloomfield, 
and Matthew (Renee) 0'Donnell 
of Westland; daughters, Laura 
0'Donnell of Westland and T.ka 
(Andrew) O'Donnell-Wongof 
Plymouth; step-daughters, Diane 
(Jim) Potts and Debra (Mike) 
Giovanni; step-son, Richard 
(Rebecca) Kruger; brothers, 
Philip (Shirley) 0'Donnell of 
Florida and Thomas (Hedy) 

-OBonndWlllMsl^ixgrand-
children; and eight step-grand-
children. 

Memorial contributions may 
be made to the Michigan Heart 

Arrangements made by 
Vermeulen Funeral Home. 

Maxine Carson Welton 
Services for Maxine Welton, 77, 

of South Lyon were held Nov. 29 
at Vermeulen Funeral Home 
with the Rev. Michael Heffiier-
officiating. Burial was at 
Oakland Hills Memorial Park in 
Novi. 

Mis. Welton was born Nov. 30, 
1924, in Cherryvale, Kan., and 
died Nov. 25 in South Lyon. She 
was a homemaker. 

Mis. Welton was preceded in 
death by her husband, Harold 
Carson; son, Gary Carson; and 

Survivors include son, Donald 
(Irene) Carson of Indian Lake, 
Mich.; son, Mark (Barb) Carson 
of Heber Springs, Ariz.; daughter, 
Cynthia (Jerry) Brock of 
Alabama; son, Steven S. 
(Darlene) Welton of Highland; 
son, Randall Carson; sisters, Vera 
and Ladema; nine grandchil-
dren; and four great-grandchil-

Memorial contributions may 
• be made to the Alzheimer's 
Association, 17220 W. TVelve 
Mile Road, Suite 100, Southfield, 
MI 48076; Arbor Hospice, 2366 
Oak Valley Drive, Ann Arbor, MI 
48103; or the South Lyon Home 
of Compassionate Care, 700 
Reynold, South Lyon, MI 48176. 

Arrangements made by 
Vermeulen Funeral Home. 

Lawrence David Fleming 
Services for Lawrence 

Fleming, 69, of Jackson, were 
held Dec. 2 at McCabe Funeral 
Home Canton Chapel with the 
Rev. Tom Wray officiating. Burial 
was at Evergreen Cemetery in 
Alpena. 

Mr. Fleming was born Feb. 24, 
1933, in Alpena and died Nov. 27 
in Jackson. He was a real estate 
agent for Thompson Brown 
Realty. He graduated from 
Lincoln High School in Ferndale 
in 1951. He loved drag racing, 
motorcycles and woodworking. 
He served in the U.S. Marine 
Corps from 1951-1954 in Korea. 

Survivors include his wife of 34 
years, Deloris Fleming; son, Mike 
(Sue) Berardi of Canton; daugh-
ter, Cindy (Dan) Haas of South 
Lyon; brother, Jim Fleming of 
Clawson; sisters, Judy Harris of 
North Carolina and Jayne Lange 
of California; and two grandchil-
dren. 

Arrangements made by 
McCabe Funeral Home Canton 
Chapel. 

1918, in WOlard, Ohio, and died 
Nov. 29 in Plymouth. She was 
employed at the Pioneer Rubber 
Company for 20 years and 
cooked for the Willard Junior 
High School. She was a member 
of the First United Methodist 
Church, Women's Missionaries 
Society, Golden Rule Sunday 
School Class, Willard Senior 
Center and the 60+ club. 
-JSfe*.Coej&^precededin— 
death by her husband, James w. 
Coe; brother, Carl Greer; mid sis-
ter, Alice Faye King. 

Survivors include son, Thomas 
(Ann) Coe of Ada, Ohio; son, 
James (Rebecca) Coe of Bay City, 
Texas; son, David (Lisa) Coe of 
Birmingham, Mich.; daughter, 
Phyllis (Carl) Johnson of 
Plymouth; 11 grandchildren; one 
great-grandson; brother, Oris 
Greer of Willard; and several 
nieces and nephews. 

Memorial contributions may 
be made to the First United 
Methodist Church, 401E. 
Howard Street, Willard or the 
Services for Aging, Willard 
Senior Center, 315 E. Tiffin 
Street Willard, Ohio. 

Local arrangements made by 
Schrader-Howell Funeral Home. 

MEBRI-SEVEIY TRAINS, HOBBIES & COLLECTIBLES 
19155 NBmilUIV ffl 7 HILQ • MD • (248)4774550 • BIX (248) 4774770 

New York Central Flyer w i th RaifSounds™ r^ro^ products all scales 
Steam sUU reigns supreme with the famous Lionel New York Central Flyer train set m 3 5 m W j 
a mA«Ai J . ?*L ,« « •«. • • 

LIONEL 
8 S 1 \ 

7 MILE 
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Therese M. Green 
Services for Therese Green, 87, 

of Sylmar, Calif:, were held Dec. 2 
at L. J. Griffin Funeral Home with 
burial at Holy Sepulchre 

8 Die-cast metal locomotive and tender with an operating headlight, and puffing smoke 
• RailSounds™ sound system with red steam chuffing 

sounds, crew announcement, brake squeal, bell, and whistle 
l\vo freight cars and a lighted caboose 
Everything you need to get started-
transformer, controller, 
and a huge 27"x63" 
oral of heavy-duty track! 

linti" 

7r°insHlnt!s 
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Mrs. Green was bom July 21, 
1915, in Canada and died Nov. 27 
at Sylmar, Calif. 

Survivors include daughter, 
Kathleen Duffy; son, Daniel M. 
Green; and daughter, Camille 
Jones; nine grandchildren; 16 
great-grandchildren; and 12 
great-great-grandchildren. 

Arrangements made by L. J. 
Griffin Funeral Home Canton 
Chapel. 

Corlnne E. Coe 
Services for Corinne E. Coe, 84 

of Willard, Ohio were held Dec. 
3 at the First United Methodist 
Church ofWillard with the Rev. 
Ken Gifford officiating. Burial 
was in Maple Grove Cemetery in 
New Haven. 

Mrs. Coe was born Jan. 4, 

John J. Ennis 
A memorial Mass for John 

Ennis, 85, ofWinter Park, Fla. 
(formerly of Plymouth) will be 
held at 11:30 a.m. Saturday, Dec. 
7 at St Kenneth's Catholic 
Church in Plymouth, 

Mr. Ennis died on Nov. 30 in 
Fla. He formerly lived in North 
Tarrytown, N.Y. and was a 1939 
graduate of the University of 
Notre Dame and was a decorat-
ed WW II veteran, He moved to 
Plymouth in 1958. He moved to 
Fla. in 1980 after retirement 
from the Chevrolet Division of 
General Motors Corporation, 
where he had worked for 42 
years, 

Mr. Ennis was preceded in 
death by his wife of 48 years, 
Mary Adele Bowles. 

Survivors include wife, Mary 
Leary Ennis, children, James 
(Dena) Ennis of Costa Mesa, 
Calif., Patricia (Rich) Goodwin of 
Winston-Salem, N.C., Peggy 
(Mike) Coxford of Plymouth, 

Terry Ennis of Orlando, Fla.; 
grandchildren, Kelly Ibarra, 
Charisse Ennis, Erin Ennis, 
Shannon Ennis, Matthew 
Goodwin, Brian Ennis, Steven 
Coxford, Jason Ennis, Mary 
Adele Ennis; and great-grand-
children, Alex and Isaac Ybarra. 
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Are you a former smoker? Do you still 
smoke? Are you healthy and between 

the ages of 55 and 74? 

The Henry Ford Health System is looking for 
people like you to join the National Lung 
Screening Trial (NLST). Smoking puts men 
and women at risk for lung cancer. NLST is 
comparing spiral CT scans to chest X-rays to 
find out if one is more effective than the 
other at lowering lung cancer deaths. 

M s r 

sum - M 
For more information, please call Henry Ford 

Health System at 1-888-883-8483 
Canct? MHriutt, National Stales of Meailh, Oflwmmt of Heaiih ana Human 5<r«« 

-V * ' 
Come check for our in 
store specie-h and eve 
what else is new this 

Christmas at,,. 

CORN WELL 
Wotld-

\V> - * 
>. HO11 Jt 

8/4 \V. Ann Arbor Road 
PLYMOUTH 

7 3 4 - 4 5 9 - 7 4 J O 
Hours: iVioi:.. Tiiijrs.. Fri. iG-ri; 

Tues., Sat. 10-6; Sun. 12-5; Closed Wed. 

Got a good story idea? Give us a call at (734) 459-2700. 

CacuUiv&liL at... 

2 0 4 1 1 F A R M I N G T O N R D . A T S M I L E I L I V O N I A I 2 4 S . 4 7 6 . 1 2 6 2 

MON.-SAT. 10 A.M. - 9 P.M.; SUN.NOON-5 P.M. 
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DID YOU KNOW... 

• The library has added 
"School Closings" to its 
Internet Branch? Look for it 
under "Help Me Make It 
Through The Day." 

• The first U.S. scientist to 
receive the Nobel Prize was 
University of Chicago profes-
sor Albert Michelson in 1907? 
He was known for his research 
o n th e, 
optics. 

• The evening book discus-
sion for Dec. 16 is The Perfect 
Storm by Sebastian Junger? 

• The "In The Spotlight" 
feature of our Internet Branch 
helps keep you alerted to the 
latest news not only about 
books, but also movies, music 
and special events of interest 
to library users? 

WEB WATCH 

Check out these new Web 
sites: 

• www.petitiononline.com 
• www.rhymezone.com 
• www.historicalvoices.org 
• www.recipezaar.com 
• www.scottish-terriers.com 

NEW CDS 

• "Del and the Boys" - The 
Del McCoury Band 

• "Shaman" - Santana 
• "The Beach Boys Classics" 

- Brian Wilson's favorites 
S "Holiday Music" 
• "Bluegrass & White 

Snow: A Mountain Christmas" 
- Patty Loveless 

m "City On A Hill: It's 
Christmas Time" 

• "Wishes" - Kenny G 

NEW CD ROMS 

• "Madden 2003" 
• "StarFlyers: Alien Space 

Chase" (ages 5-8) 
n "StarFlyers: Royal Jewel 

Rescue"(ages 5-8) 

NEW BOOKS ON TAPE AND CD 

• "The Seven Spiritual 
Laws Of Success" - Deepak 
Chopra (nonfiction, CD & cas-
sette) 

• "Jinxed" - Carol Higgins 
Clark (fiction, cassette) 

MILITARY NEWS 

Graduation 
James E. Perkins has gradu-

ated from the Army ROTC 
National Advanced Leadership 
Camp at Fort Lewis, Tacoma, 
Wash. 

Perkins is the son of James F. 
and Susan L. Perkins of 
Plymouth. 

He is a 2001 graduate of 
Canton High School, 

H.O. Starter Ttaln Set 

e Merrl-Seven Trains 
319155 

248*477*0550 
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THINKING ABOUT 
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FREE ESTIMATES 

(734)5 p930 
Our Year! 

UNITED TlBiERATURE 
^8919 MIPPLlltLP LIVONIA 

THE ONLY 
FURNACE THAT'S 
MORE EFFICIENT 

IS THE S U N . 
T h e W e a c h e r M a k e r ® I n f i n i t y ™ gas 

fu rnace by Carr ier w i th 

C o m f o r t H e a t ™ 

w a r m t h evenly 

tyour 
h o m e . For a b o u t 

s a m e electr ici ty as 

J sed in a 1 0 0 - w a t t 

gamajdob tUu. feA>.v b u l b . C o m b i n e t ha t 

fa-daub. w i t h t h e gas sav ings you' l l 

exper ience and you ' l l see why t h e 

W e a t h e r M a k e r In f in i ty ga s fu rnace is t h e 

' e f f ic ient wor ld ' s m o s t to ta l ly • 

* Cal l us for de ta i l s today. 

" 19® 
. U N I T E D 

N • A T t M a ft eOOLIHS 
7 3 4 - 5 2 5 - 1 9 3 0 

8919 Mlddlebelt • Livonia 

• "Middlesex" - Jeffrey 
Eugenides (fiction, cassette) 

• "The Apprentice" - Tess 
Gerritsen (fiction, CD & cas-
sette) 

• "Dark Horse" - Ikmi 
Hoag (fiction, cassette) 

Q&A 

Q: "What is the difference 
between a yam and sweet 

otato?" _ — 
A: Yams grow in tropical 

climates, like South America, 
Africa and the Caribbean, and 
can grow over seven feet in 
length and up to 150 pounds. 
Unlike sweet potatoes, raw 
yams are toxic, yet perfectly 
safe when cooked. 

There are two kinds of 
sweet potatoes in our stores. 

The paler-skinned sweet 
potato has a pale, yellow flesh 
with a dry, crumbly texture 
like a white baking potato and 
the reddish-skinned variety 
with a vivid orange, moist and 
sweet flesh most often mistak-
en for a "yam." 

Both are packed with nutri-
ents, including beta-carotene, 
vitamin'C,pota3sram and cal- Andrea Caimllerr(m)»slei.y)-

• "The Elk-Dog Heritage" -
Don Goldsmith (western) 

• "Six White Horses" -
Gaylord Dold (fiction) 

• "Gideon's Gift: A novel" -
Karen Kingsbury (inspira-
tional fiction) 

• "This Side Of The Sky"-

• "When Lightning Comes 
In A Jar" - Patricia Polacco 
(picture book) 

• "Amelia Lend a Hand" -
Marissa Moss (easy fiction) 

•"The Killer Underpants: A 
Jiggy McCue story" - Michael 
Lawrence (fiction) 

NEW ADULT BOOKS 

"The Terra-Cotta Dog" -

Elyse Singleton (fiction) 

HOT TOPIC OF THE WEEK 

• Nobel Prize Awards 
Ceremonies Anniversary! 
Alfred Nobel, Swedish 
chemist and inventor of dyna-
mite, who died in 1896, pro-
vided in his will that income 
from his $9 million estate 
should be used for annual 

cium. 

NEW CHILDREN'S BOOKS 

• "World Team" - Tim 
Vyner (picture book) 

• "The Same Stuff As Stars" 
- Katherine Paterson (fiction) 

—prizes~to 
who are judged to have made 
the most valuable contribu-
tions to the good of humanity. 

The Nobel Peace Prize is 
awarded by a committee of the 
Norwegian parliament and 
the presentation is made at 
the Oslo City Hall. 

Five other prizes, for 
physics, chemistry, medicine, 
literature and economics, are 
presented at a ceremony in 
Stockholm, Sweden. 

Both ceremonies tradition-
ally are held on December 10, 
the anniversary of the death of 
Alfred Nobel. 

First awarded in 1901, the 
current value of each prize is 
about $1,000,000! 

-is 
compiled by Laura Dorogi of 
the library staff. 

The library is at 1200 S. 
Canton Center. For more 
information about library pro-
grams and services, call (734) 
397-0999 or visit our Web site 
at www.cantonpl.org. 

Friday & Saturday, December 6 & 7 

Buy a Parisian 
JOYOFTHESEASON CD 

for only 9.99 Reg. 14.00 

% O F F A N D M O R E 
OUR SPECIAL DAYS START FRIDAY 

5 l i OFF MEN'S 
LEATHER BOMBER 
JACKETS AND 
LADIES' LEATHER 
AND WOOL JACKETS 
Preswick & Moore leather bomber 
jackets for men. Reg. 395.00, sale 
179.99. IN MEMS. Ladies' leather and 
wool jackets. Reg. 165.00-395.00, 
safe 82.50-197.50. IN I A D E S COATS. SALE 39.99 BRACELET 

Save 110.00 on a .25 ct bracelet. Reg. 150,00. 

IN ACCESSORIES. WHILE SUPPLES LAST. 

SALE 16.99 SPORT 
SHIRTS Great selection of Preswick & 
Moore woven sport shirts, including donegal, 
glen plaid, herringbone, cotton, corduroy, 
flannel and more. Reg. 34.00-40,00. in mens. 

SALE 19.99 MEN'S OR LADIES' SWEATERS ^ 
sweaters in a variety of styles and colors for ladies. Reg. 34.00-40.00, indies sportswear 

Entire stock of Preswick & Moore sweaters for men. Req. 48.00-54,00. in mews. 

SALE 89.00 BOOTS Save 100.00 

Klein" 
IN WOMEN'S SHOES. EXCLUSIVE AT PARISIAN. 

YOU'RE SOMEBODY SPECIAL 

M I ' S 

HOLIDAY STORE HOURS; 
SHOP FRIDAY 8:00 AM T 0 1 1 : 0 0 ?h 

SATURDAY 6:00 AM T010 :00 PM 

00-A-DAY SWEEPSTAKES! 
FF ON YOUR PARISIAN CREDIT CARD. 

ONE WINNER W I L L BE PICKED EVERY DAY FROM NOW UNTIL TUESDAY. DECEMBER 2 4 . , . 

CALL 1-800-424-8185 TO ORDER ANYTIME. STORE HOURS: The Vil lage of Rochester Hil ls a n d Laurel Park Place o p e n Sun. 12-6, Mon. -Sa t . 10-9 . FOR INFORMATION cal l 
The Vi l lage of Roches te r Hills (248] 2 7 6 - 6 7 0 5 or Laurel Park Place (734) 953 -7500 . CHARGE IT; Paris ian Credi t Card , MasterCard , Visa, t he Amer i can Exp ress® C a r d or D iscover®. LOCATED AT THE VILLAGE 

ROCHESTER HILLS, CORNER OF NORTH ADAMS ROAD AND WALTON STREET^ AND LAUREL PARK PLACE IN LIVONIA. CORNER OF NEWBURGH ROAD AND SIX MILE ROAD. 

http://www.ot3serverandeccentric.com
http://www.petitiononline.com
http://www.rhymezone.com
http://www.historicalvoices.org
http://www.recipezaar.com
http://www.scottish-terriers.com
http://www.cantonpl.org
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CAMPUS NEW 

iSedfert, a Hope 
College sophomore from 
Plymouth, participated in 
Hope's production of Rodgers 
and Hammerstein's musical 
"Carousel." Seifert was a mem-
ber of the Ensemble. She is the 
daughter of Mark and Deborah 
Seifeit ofPlymouth and was a 
2001 graduate of Divine Child 
High School in Dearborn. 

Howe Military School 
Cadet Mark Lewallen, a 10th 

grader at Howe, has been 
placed on the Superintendent's 
List for the second six-week 

20 days 
until... 

you see a tear trickle 
down her cheek after she 
opens her last gift... that 

, special one she hoped for, 
hit didn't think she'd get. 

620 Starkweather • OldVillage 
Plymouth 

(734) 453-1860 
Tues-WM. 10'6;Th.it Pit 10-8;&U0-5 »Op*dSua&Man. 

grading period of the 2002-
2003 school year. Mark is the 
son of Steven and Anita 
Lewallen of Plymouth, He 
received this special award by 
attaining at least a 3.5 average 
in his studies in a college prep 
curriculum. Cadet Lewallen 
has attended Howe Military 
School since July 2002. 

Cadet Brendan Barkovich, a 
10th grader at Howe, has been 
placed on the Headmaster's 
List for the second six-week 
grading period of the 2002-
2003 school year. Brendan is 
the son of Catherine Barkovich 
of Canton. He received this 
special award by attaining at 
least a 3.0 average in his stud-
ies in a college prep curricu-
lum. Cadet Barkovich has been 
attending Howe Military 
School since October 2002. 

I 
cans in 

The members of Girl Scout 
Troop 21 from Bentley 
Elementary and Discovery 
Middle schools in Canton col-
lected some 1,800 cans of food 

'N 

during a Thanksgiving Food 
Drive. 

The troop worked with 
Holiday Market and the 
Brackney Chiropractic Clinic 
for the drive, with collections 
taking place Nov. 8-9. 

Donations were turned over 
to Grace Centers of Hope, for-
merly the Pontiac Rescue 
Mission. 

The recovery and rehabilita-
tion center for homeless men, 
women and families provides 
meals for about 150 people 
each day. 

HS££l 

LEGION SCHOLARSHIP 

American Legion Post 390 is 
continuing its scholarship 
award program in the 
Farmington, Farmington Hills, 
Northville, Plymouth-Canton, 
Livonia and Redford areas. 

The scholarship is awarded 
to a student whose parents or 
grandparents are serving or 
have served in the U.S. armed 
forces. The student must have a 
grade-point average of 3,5 or 
better to apply. The scholarship 
is awarded based on outstand-

Michaei Brackney of the Brackney 
Chiropractic Clinic pitched in along 
wi th Shelby Graham, Laura Kirby and 
troop leader Vicki Kirby. 

"Serving our community is 
an integral part of Girl 
Scouting," said leader Vicki 
Kirby. "We were happy to join 
Brackney Chiropractic Clinic 
in collecting for Grace Centers 
of Hope." 

CANTON CONNECTION 

ing involvement in school and 
civic affairs as well as academic 
experience. 

Scholarship applications will 
be available in counselors' 
offices after Dec. 15. 

It's the third year for the 
$5,000 scholarship. More than 

Members of Girl Scout Troop 21 from Bentley Elementary and Discovery Middle 
School in Canton include: (front row, lef t to right) Stacie Anastasia, Laura 
Tonna, Emma Williams, Ciara Williams and Elizabeth Campbell; (middle row) 
Stephanie Wiley, Kayla Davis, Lauren Hoffman; (back row) Nicole Yuhas, 
Natalie Barnett, Jaclyn Hollingsworth, Lindsey Mirabito, Alan Arcenal. 

Troop members who partici-
pated but aren't pictured 
include: 

Rachel Rebandt, Alex 
Rodriguez, Ashley Ehrhart, 
Melissa Gianinni, Anna 
Lamer, Megan Lipari, Chelsey 

Magnuson, Lauren Noyes, 
Mirissa Alfera, Annie Cerilli, 
Lindsey Cerilli, Valerie Clanton 
and troop co-leaders Peggy 
Campbell, Pam Hollingsworth, 
Michelle Gianinni and Helen 
Rebandt. 

70 other scholarships, ranging 
from §500 to $1,000, have 
been awarded over the past 
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Post 390 holds its meetings 
on the third Thursday of every 
month at the Geo. F. 
Monaghan Council 2690, 
Knights of Columbus Hall, 
19801 Farmington Road, 
Farmington. For more informa-
tion, call (734) 459-2829. 

YOUNG LEADER 

Composed of Members of 
the Detroit Symphony & 
Ml Opera Theatre 
Orchestras 

A Warm and Wonderful 
Evening of Great Holiday 
Music! 

r"f PE#DA¥» D E C E M B E R 10, 7I3© PM 
Costick Center, 28800 W. Eleven Mile Road Farmington Hills 
TICKETS; Adults $15; Seniors $12, Students $10 
At the door or in advance at the Costick Center, (248) 473-1800 

Presented by the City of Farmington Hills Cultural Arts Division 

This activity is funded in part by MICHIGAN COUNCIL FOR ARTS and CULTURAL AFFAIRS and 
MICHIGAN HUMANITIES COUNCIL 
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A Sale, Secure 
Investment. 

When planning the security of your future, a Community 
Federal 13 -Month Certificate of Deposit can give you peace 
of mind. Simply stop by one of our offices or call 
(734) 453-1200 or (877) 937-2328 today and find out h?" 
you can take advantage of this great rate. You can a * 
open an account on the. web atwww.efcu.org. 

If you live or work in Plymouth, Canton, 
Northville or Novi p u can belong. 

G i m m u n i t y 

F e d e r a l 

AT YOCIR' SERVICE. 
I N Y O U R T O M M U N I T Y . 

(734) 453-1200 or (877) 937-2328 

www.cfcu.org 

13-Month Certificate 
with rates as high as 

% 
Annual Percentage Y ie ld* 

resident Alan Mlynek 
attended the recent National 
Young Leaders Conference in 
Washington, D.C. 

Mlynek was among 400 high 
school students from around 
the country attending the six-
day conference session with 
speakers from the three 
branches of government, the 
media and the international 
community. 

The following local groups 
helped sponsor Mlynek's trip: 
Plymouth Supercenter, Allen 
Elementary School PTO, the 
Madonna, Chizek, Thomason, 
Lambert, Cummings, Furton 
and Hansen families. 

SWEATSUIT DRIVE V 

The Plymouth Community 
United Way is collecting new 
sweatshirts and sweatpants to 
help the Salvation Army 
Disaster Relief Program. 

Over the past year, supplies 
of sweatshirts and sweatpants 
have dwindled, making it diffi-
cult for the Salvation Army to 
provide warm clothing to disas-
ter victims. 

Donation boxes are placed 
throughout the community to 
collect sweatsuits for men, 
women and children. The drop 
box locations and participants 
include the Plymouth Observer, 
Plymouth Community United 
Way, Community Federal 
Credit Union, Johnson 
Controls, Visteon, Plymouth 
Township offices, Plymouth 
District Library, Bank One 
branch on Sheldon Road, as 
well as Ayres, Lewis, Norris and 
May. 

Girl Scout Troop 1105 at 
Fiegel Elementary is also col-

lecting sweatsuits. 
The drive will continue 

through Dec. 23. 
First Step volunteers 
First Step, the western 

Wayne County project on 
domestic and sexual violence, is 
looking for volunteers. 

First Step has a variety of vol-
unteer opportunities, including 
assisting with support groups, 
the 24-hour help-line, court 
advocacy, on-call assault 
response team, providing serv-
ices and support to families in 
the emergency shelter and 
organizing family events and 
field trips. 

The next training session is 
set for early January, and men 
and women ages 18 and older 
are eligible. For more informa-
tion, call (734) 416-1111, Ext. 
202. 

BUSINESS BRIEF 

The Canton Center 
Chiropractic Clinic is marking 
25 years of service in the com-
munity. Also, Nov. 1 marked the 
13th anniversary of clinic own-
ership by chiropractor Robert 
E. Potter Jr. His associate is 
Davis W. Brockenshire. 

The clinic opened at Ford 
and Canton center roads in . 
1977- It has been at 6231N. 
Canton Center since 1998 

CHORUS CONCERT 

The Plymouth Community 
Chorus presents its 29th-annu-
al Christmas concert at 8 p.m. 
Dec. 13-14, and at 4 p.m. Dec. 
15. The concert takes place at 
Northville High School, 45700 
6 Mile. 

Chorus officials are calling 
"Sing Gloria!" the "perfect mix 
of sacred and secular music to 
begin your celebration of the 
holiday season." The chorus was 
founded in 1973 by William 
Grimmer, and has since grown 
to more than 125 singers from 
southeastern Michigan. 

Tickets are $12 and are avail-
able at Sideways, 505 Forest in 
Plymouth; Evola Music Center, 
7170 Haggerty, Canton; 
Edwards' Caterer, 116 Dunlop 
in Northville; or by calling 
(734) 455-4080. 

APYIs 
Minimum deposit of $10,000 required. Rates 

available tor members 
3n Member Rewar 
by the total deposit and loan balance, 

at Community Federal, A 10,000 dec " 
Club and an APY of 2,40%, APY for 

depending t 
determined 

of our President's Club. Additional-rates 1 
on Member Reward Club membership.! 

2.50% 

Reward Club! 

0 ehangs, 

ra 
nd loan balance, excluding 1 st mortgage balance, held 
deposit automatically qualities you for our Advantage 
for Sterflhg club members Is 2.45%, Subject to penalty 

tor early withdrawal, fee may reduce the amount of earnings. NCUA-Your savings 
federally Insured to $100,000 by Bis National Credit Union Administration, a U.S. 
Government Agency, ©2002 Community Federal Credit Union 

P l y m o u t h • C a n t o n • N o r t h v i l l e 

DO YOU USE 
S B C / Y A H O O DSL 

A T H O M E ? 

We'd like to interview you in your 
home on Dec. 6th, 9th, or 10th. 

Receive $50 
for 45-minute interview. 

Email j ames @ t e c e d . c o m 
f o r m o r e in fo . 

LOE0B052378 

Ladies clothing and accessories 
Children's clothing, toys & furni ture 
Maternity wear 
Home decor & furniture pieces 

I .arm.- assort m c i u <> 
( . l i r i s w n a s j j i h s . 

i r i i n m i i i ^ s a m i 

d < / o > r a r i o n s ! 

W. Eight Mile Road • 248-442-8568 
1/4 block W. of Farmington Road. 

http://www.observerandeccentric.com
http://www.efcu.org
http://www.cfcu.org
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scaping and parking issues. 
Dennis Miller, director of 

real estate for Tim Morton's, 
said at the time he was 
"stunned" by the rejection. 

"I guess we'll have to go 
back and see what the next 
step is," he said. 

And that's what they did. 
At Monday's meeting Miller 

told the commissioners the ' 
company "went back to the 
drawing board" and reviewed 
concerns over the site plan, 
elevations, landscaping and 
traffic. 

"We redesigned the site plan 
made the building face 
instead of north," he said. 

"We have left the landscaping 
along Ford Road, increased 
the distance between the 
drive-throughs and the drive-
throughs are separated by 
landscaping." 

But what really caught the 
commissioner's attention was 
the building itself. 

"We designed this elevation 
special for Canton Township," 
Miller said. "Taking into 
account the new TCF Bank at 
Canton Center and Ford, our 
design will be compatible to 
that" 

MORE BRICK 

It will be an all-brick build-
ing, compared to the original 
design which was less than 50 
percent brick. 

"I think the site design is so 
much more improved that 
what you originally submit-
ted," said Commissioner 
Melissa McLaughlin. "The 
landscaping makes it much 
more attractive." 

The plan also includes clos-
ing the north entrance to the 
former Sagebrush site and 
restricting the north entrance 
drive to Meijer on Canton 
Center to right-turn only for 
both entry and exit. 

The restaurant will feature 
different drive-through win-
dows for Wendy's and Tim 
Horton's, but a combined 
indoor dining area. 

Commissioner Karl Zarbo 
also had praise for the new 
plan. 

"I don't think you were too 
happy with us a couple of 
months ago," he said. "This is 
just a great plan. Let's keep the 
dialogue alive. I think you've 
done a nice job." 

And commission chairman 
Vic Gustafson agreed. 

"Thank you and staff for ' 
working together," he told 
Miller. 

"What you've done here is 
create a wonderful building 
for Ford Road. It's in very, very 
high taste." 

SECOND APPROVAL 

Commissioners didn't have 
such kind words for represen-
tatives of Crescent Academy at 
Palmer and Lota on their site 
plan request for a two-story 
expansion of the existing 

building to house classrooms 
and a library among other 
uses. 

Landscaping and parking 
have been ongoing concerns 
with the academy and earlier 
this year at a site plan hearing, 
neighboring residents showed 
up in force to complain about 
those issues. 

According to a staff report 

"While substantial progress 
has been made, the project 
sponsor continues to work on 
maintenance issues on the 
site." 

When the project sponsor, 
Surrendra Bagga, approached 
the microphone, Gustafson 
said, "I hope this issue of lack 
of maintenance of the site has 
been taken care of and doesn't 
come before us again." 

paved and that all items on a 
"punchlist" of grounds mainte-
nance issues would be com-
pleted before a certificate of 
occupancy were issued. 

In other business, commis-
sioners: 

• Approved a request to 
rezone 2.25 acres on the west 
side of Beck Road between 
Ford and Saltz from rural resi-
dential to single-family resi-
dential. 

had been "pretty much taken 
care of," that there are now 
two prayer sessions on Friday 
instead of one and that people 
are no longer parking on the 
road. 

Commissioners expressed 
concern over an unpaved area 
in the plan that could be used 
in the future to add 17 addi-
tional parking spaces if they 
were needed. 

And Zarbo was worried 
about upkeep of the property. 

"I'm not comfortable that 
this is going to be maintained 
to satisfy your neighbors," he 
said. : 

Before approving the 
request they stipulated that 
the parking spaces should be 

a request to 
rezone 10 acres on the east 
side of Beck between Ford and 
Saltz from rural residential to 
single-family residential. 

• Approved a request from 
the Canton Mini-Mart (the 
Mobil Gas station) on Cherry 
Hill and Lilley to keep the sta-
tion open 24 hours daily. 
Under the special land use 
approved for the station in 
1994, hours of operation were 
limited to 5 a.m. to 11 p.m. 
Monday through Saturday and 
6 a.m. to 10 p.m. on Sunday. 
The approval was contingent 
on providing some type of 
screening for the station 
lights. 

j9ladden@oe.homecomfn.net | (734) 459-
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to the Canton Community 
Foundation last August, 
Ameritedi then gave the num-
ber to Dick Scott Kia Nov. 1, 
which derailed the fund-raising 
efforts of both the Veterans' 
Memorial Park and the Canton 
Community Foundation. 

On Tuesday, Ameritech 
agreed to pay nearly $4,000 to 
reprint 15,000 fund-raising 
brochures for the Veterans' 
Memorial Park committee. The 
telephone company will also 
pay several hundred dollars for 
stickers to put the new number 
on annual reports already 
printed by the Canton 
Community Foundation, which 
are also serving as the group's 
fund-raising literature. 

"This is the best way the 
problem could have been 
resolved," said Bob Zaetta, who 
is the lead organizer for the 
Veterans' Memorial Park. "I'm 
pleased with the outcome, and 
now we can get back to the 
business of fond-raising." 

Zaetta said the problems 
resulting with Ameritech will 
put the fiind-raising efforts on 

hold for about another month 
as the group waits for new 
pamphlets to be printed. Oddly 
enough, the problem came to 
light just days before Zaetta 
and his group unveiled plans 
for the memorial park on 
Veterans'Day. 

Canton Community 
Foundation President Joan 
Noricks, who had been negoti-
ating with Ameritech since the 
problem was discovered in 
early November, said she is 
pleased with the outcome. 

"I'm glad the issue has been 
resolved. It's a good resolution 
for everyone " said Noricks. 

SBC Ameritech spokes-
woman Melissa Horwitz would 
only say, "We've discussed it 
with the customer and agreed 
together not to discuss the 
matter further. We've resolved 
the issue." 

Zaetta said that while 
Ameritech has issued Canton 
Community Foundation a new 
telephone number, which will 
be printed in the new 
brochures, he's reluctant to 
give it out until the telephone 
line is installed. "I think I'm 
going to wait this time until 
everything is in order," he said. 
tbru5c3tofoei iomecomm.net | (734) 459-
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Mutchler said no alcohol was 
involved and the driver of the 
semi was 

was still under investigation 
Wednesday. Canton Police Sgt. 
Todd Mutchler said the 
Dearborn Heights man was 
released pending results of the 
investigation. 

"Our initial indications are 
that the semi-truck ran a red 
light," he said. "But we're still 
looking at the light We have to 
check with Wayne County 
Roads and have the light 
checked out to see how they cycle 
it - if it was flashing red or yel-
low." - - • - -

He said except for some 
moisture the road surface was 
clear and for the most part dry. 
The semi left some skid marks, 
which the accident investigation 
team will be analyzing. 

the semi veered into the medi-
an and struck two utility poles, 
Mutchler said. 

"One was sheared off com-
pletely and another one (was) 
damaged as well," he said. 
"One was inside the passenger 
area of the truck and another 
was resting on top of the 

Fire Chief Mike Rorabacher 
said the downed Edison lines 
were the reason the roads were 
closed down for hours. 

"He couldn't have hit a 
worse pole," Rorabacher said. 
"It had north-south and east-
west transmission lines on it 
and that's a problem." 

A Detroit Edison spokes-
woman said about 200 cus-
tomers lost electrical power 
following the accident. 

As of mid-afternoon 
Wednesday, the roads were 
still closed and Edison crews 
were working to restore power. 

jg ladden#oe.homecomm.net | (734) 459-2700 

Keller & Stein 
...can give you the magic to make your 

home sparkle & glow with holiday cheer. 
See us for your beautiful arrangements and 

colorful holiday plants. We have a huge 
selection of custom gifts, collectibles, 

ornaments and home decorations featuring 
Dept. 56, Snow Babies, and 

the Dickens Village. 

FREE! 
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any purchase \ 
of $10.00 or more. I 

th this coupon. While supplies last. | 
1 coupon per customer per v i s i t ^ 

42158 Michigan Avenue • Canton 

734-397-0800 
kellerstein. com 
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Santa "f 
is coming back to . . . 

deck the halls and the walls. 
Now's a great time to get your home ready for the holidays. 

And, for a limited time take 20% off any one item in our entire store!* 
" No! void with ofh^ jysxnofons. Esciides cfecrraxs lefns. toyowoyi previous purchases. Sds ®f>ds 12-2EM2 

d e s c e n d e n l s ' 

Sunday, December 8 t h 
^ 4 p m - 8 put 

Kid's Eat FREE with Santa!* 
Every Child 

Receives A Gift From Santa! 
'One Child Per Adult Entrm 

1020 W. Ann Arbor Road 
Plymouth 

734.459*4190 

handpainted furnishings by artists of Scandinavian descent 
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Book your Parties N O W / 

The BEST in the Area! 
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CHIPS 

A L L - Y O U - C A N - E A T 
Fresh hand-dipped made to order fish, 
cole slaw, French fries, roll and butter. 

$8.95 
Friday 1 1qm-8pm 

M o n d a y Night 

FOOTBALL 
FREE 

iUFFETI 

Thursd 
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LABA' 
Starting at 9 pmM B l u e and 

$6 eifd,*™ I i , 9 h * 
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Holiday Open House 
25% Off Storewide* 

for all Book Club Members 
Saturday, Dec. 7th 

42070 
Ford Road 

at l i l ley 

FREE POOLI BOOMBAS 
Sunday, Monday and 

I H A P P Y H O U R 
¥u@ssfssy I PM 

ALLOA!/! '"$"2'so2"""' 
ALL NIGHT! 11 Bud Light • Miller Lite 8 La baft's Blue 

FORD RD. 

(734) 
844-POOL 

Club Hours 
11 am- 2 ptn 
Kitchen Hours 
11 em»1 ant 

T a k e O v t 

A t m i P t E s l e 

• Children's Section with Toys & Games 
• Special Orders Processed Promptly 

• Large Selection of Magazines 
•Free Book Club 
• Free Gift Wrapping 
• Friendly Customer Service 

380 S. Main Street 
Across from Kellogg Park in Downtown 

Plymouth • 734-455-5220 
Open: Mon.-Sat. 9:30-9 • Sun. 8-5 
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ontfk&aT^C 
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OUR VIEWS 

comes through 
Asking the phone company (Ameritech) to do the right 

thing is usually like asking your kid to clean his room. 
You know the end result, but you still ask on principle. 

That's why the Observer was stunned - but nonetheless 
extremely pleased - to learn this week that Ameritech has 
picked up the ball to help two local charitable founda-
tions - out of a snafu it helped create. 

Let us explain: 
The Canton Community Foundation was given a new 

number by Ameritech last August as it prepared to move 
from offices on Michigan Avenue to the new Human 
Services Center in Canton's Cherry Hill Village. The move 
has been delayed several times but is expected by year-end. 

The foundation has already printed that number on 
annual reports, which doubles as fund-raising brochures, 
according to foundation President Joan Noricks. 

Meanwhile, the brand-new group raising money to 
build a $500,000 Veterans Memorial Park in downtown 
Plymouth has established a relationship with the CCF so 
that donors can take advantage of the foundation's non-
profit status. The phone number is also printed on its 
brochures, which have been circulating in the Plymouth-
Canton community this fall. 

So who do callers - some obviously potential donors -
get when they dial the number? 

Dick Scott Kia. 
That's because as the CCF move was delayed past October, 

Ameritech handed out the already promised and printed 
phone number to Scott for a new dealership in 'Vpsilanti. 

Scott, a solid business owner and a mainstay in the 
Plymouth-Canton community, said he would do "anything 
feasible to help." He offered to cover some of the cost of 
changing the brochures and reports but he also noted that 
he's spent $20,000 advertising the number on billboards, 
vehicles, direct mailings and in the phone directory. 

That won't be necessary now that Ameritech has said it 
will pay for labels for the CCF annual report and new 
brochures for the veterans group. Both Noricks and Bob 
Zaetta, who is leading the veterans' drive, are satisfied 
with the solution. 

We're happy to see that Ameritech - part of a national 
corporation - recognizes it can absorb the expense (sever-
al thousand dollars) far better than a local car dealership 
or two local charities. 

This time, Ameritech dialed the right number. 

McNamara probe 
needs public airing 
_ On Nov. 22, FBI agents and Michigan State Police exe-

cuted a search warrant at the Wayne County executive 
offices and the campaign headqua r t e r s of County 
Executive Edward McNamara. 

Subpoenas were served on three McNamara aides to 
appear before a grand jury. 

Though state and federal agents were tight-lipped on 
the reason for the search and subpoenas, it was generally 
presumed that they were searching for documents related 
to county contracts, especially those for new airport con-
struction and maintenance, and a possible link between 
campaign contributions and the awarding of contracts. 

McNamara's response: "We hope this is not politically 
motivated." 

We share that hope. But we also believe that enough ques-
tions have ten raised to warrant a thorough investigation. 

McNamara has been a dynamic, politically aggressive 
and even visionary county executive. 

But his administration has been stalked by charges of 
cronyism, intimidation of opponents, contracts for contribu-
tions and conducting public business behind closed doors. 

He has also been accused of protecting himself by mov-
ing his associates into positions that would keep him 
from being investigated, including former county attor-
ney Jennifer Granholm, now the governor-elect. 

Accusations are easy to make and difficult to prove. But 
we believe this cloud over McNamara will have a damag-
ing effect on Granholm's ability to govern. 

If this is a response to state Senate hearings or to a 
report filed by Granholm with state police, then that 
should be made public. 

If there is evidence of improper conduct, that should be 
made public. This investigation should not be allowed to 
drag on without resolution. 

It is too easy to dismiss this investigation as "politics" 
when real concerns have been raised by Republicans and 
Democrats. But politics certainly is an element. 

The public deserves a better explanation. 

Part of HomeTown Communications Network™ 

Tedd Schneider 
Community Editor 

Todd Williams 
Director of Advertising 

Hugh Gallagher 
Managing Editor 

Peter Nelll 
General Manager 

Susan Rosiek 
Executive Editor 

Dick Aginian 
President 

Jeanne Towar 
V.P. Editorial 

Phil Power 
Chairman of the Board 

Our fundamental purposes are t o enhance the lives of our 
readers, nur ture the hometowns we serve and contr ibute 
t o the business success of our customers. 

r 

Volunteers Mary Beth Hausman of Plymouth, left, Jean Stachura of Canton and Zack Wyatt of Plymouth, 12, filled boxes with canned goods last week to 
help area families experiencing tough times celebrate Thanksgiving. The Salvation Army's meal donation program is among dozens of local volunteer 
efforts during the holiday season. 

New respect 
I would like to take this opportunity to 

thank my supporters, friends, family and 
voters who made my campaign run for the 
21st State House of Representatives so 
enjoyable and memorable. I would like to 
thank all of the aforementioned people for 
promoting my campaign in a clean and 
honest manner, which was issue- oriented. 

I had a great deal of respect for the 
people of the 21st District before this 
election, and now my respect is even 
deeper. 

As I knocked on their doors this past 
spring, summer and fall, I learned what 
wonderful people live in this district. 
Thank you again for opening your doors, 
and showing your warmth and kindness 
in listening to my message. 

Use common sense 
Canton 

Yes, it is a fact, that most of our coun-
try's high school sports season have the 
girls volleyball season in the fall and the 
basketball season in the winter. 

So let's all agree that switching the high 
school girls basketball and volleyball sea-
sons makes sense. The move will, howev-
er, disrupt the sports plans for some of 
those girls who participated in other 
sports during the proposed "new" sea-
sons. (Example: Some girls who partici-
pate on the swim team in the fall and vol-
leyball in the winter will now have to 
choose between the two.) 

I doubt this was taken into account by 
District Judge Enslen since the forced 
alternative for some insane reason also 
advocates flip flopping the boys and girls 
golf and tennis seasons as well. 

Many kids between the ages of say 12 
and 17 who are involved in any of these 
sports are about to be in for quite a shock. 

The MHSAA is not perfect They proba-
bly should switch the basketball mid volley-
ball seasons for girls, although many par-
ents I know with daughters who play both 
like it the way it is. I just hope the MHSAA 
has enough sense to keep this issue focused 
on the only sports that are truly out of sync 
with the rest of the country and not need-
lessly disrupt the seasons and sports 
dreams of thousands of other boys and girls 
for the next several years to come. 

Yes, I have a daughter in the seventh 
grade, and she planned on playing tennis 
and softball in high school since she was 
in the fifth grade. She loves both equally. 
I hope she does not have to give one up. 

C'mon, MHSAA, let common sense 
and tradition rule on this issue. The-
Appeals Court judge in Cincinnati will 
just Want a switch in basketball and vol-
leyball. Don't let him gut the dreams of 
thousands of other kids in other sports 
just to make a point. 

Election thanks 
Farmington Hills 

I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank each and every person who voted 
in the Nov. 5 election. 

I offer congratulations to all of the can-
didates who were elected. To the voters 

LETTERS 
that put their trust in me, I am deeply 
moved and honored by the overwhelming 
support you had given me. 

This campaign gave me a great oppor-
tunity to meet many wonderful people 
and to make new friends throughout the 
newly created 20th House District. 

I made a promise right from the start 
when I entered this race. That promise 
was not only to myself, but to the people 
and to John Stewart, that I would not 
engage in any type of smear campaign or 
the all too familiar "mud-slinging." Being 
a man of my word, I did indeed keep that 
promise from the beginning to the end. 

I congratulate Rep. Stewart on his re-
election. I wish Mr. Stewart, his wife, 
Beth, and their family the very best. 

The election may be over, but rest 
assured that I will remain active in the 
20th District and I will be back. 

I wish everyone the very best. Again, 
thank you for all your support, kind 
words and encouragement. 

Mark Biackweli 
Wayne 

State cuts troubling 
Local government officials around 

Michigan are waiting anxiously to see 
how drastically the governor and state, 
legislators cut funding to their local com-
munities. With communities already 
receiving $120 million less than they are 
entitled to, further reductions would 
severely cripple the ability of many home-
towns throughout our state to provide 
basic and expected services. Should these 
cuts occur, three possible and daunting 
scenarios will become quite real: 

• First, some communities will face 
severe cuts to basic services that we all 
tend to take for granted. Not only fire-
fighters, rescue service personnel and 
police protection, but also crucial services 
such as trash pickup, snow plowing on 
local streets and service to your sewer 
system could be reduced and/or eliminat-
ed completely. Depending upon the size 
of the cuts, services that function as the 
core of comfortable and livable communi-
ties could no longer be guaranteed. 

• Second, without state funds, local 
governments will be forced to hold 
millage elections to fill the financial 
holes, causing foreseeable properly tax 
increases, increases that homeowners 
and most lawmakers strongly oppose. 

• Third and most drastic, cities and 
villages currently on the economic 
margin could face state takeover and 
receivership, a situation that has 
become increasingly visible in 
Michigan during the past year. 

What needs to be emphasized is that 
all of these outcomes are unnecessary 
and avoidable. Local officials and resi-
dents need to make clear to their state 
representatives and senators that state 
support to communities pays for the 
basic services upon which their citi-
zens have come to depend while at the 
same time keeps property taxes down. 
Is trash pickup glamorous? Hardly. Is 
it necessary to live a comfortable exis-
tence? Most definitely. Is it a service 
we can all take for granted and assume 
will be there for us day in and day out? 
Possibly no, should the state issue sub-

stantial cuts to the funds coming to 
your community. 

I urge all Michigan citizens to pay 
close attention to the actions at the 
state Capitol in the next few weeks 
and understand that the health of 
their communities is at stake. 

David Parker 
director, Redford Public Safety 

Who benefits? ^ 
Competing, controversial, andcontra-

dictory columns on the efficacy of Bush's 
tax cut have been published by several 
newspapers in the area in recent weeks. 
The liberal opines that the tax cut has been 
responsible for the economic downturn. 
The conservative believes that the Bush tax 

tax revenues as the Kennedy and Reagan 
tax cuts did in earlier years. 

If all the benefits of a federal tax cut 
accrued to the more modestly paid work-
ers, the money would be spent and a stimu-
lus to growth and investment surely result 

If any of the tax cut was saved, assum-
ing the saver did not use the mattress or 
the hole in the ground in the back yard, 
the deposit banks would lend the work-
ers' deposited savings to the businessmen 
in the area, stimulating the suggested 
investment and growth. 

The tax cut, spent or saved, produces 
the expected stimulus. 

The liberal, opining that the rich get more 
bucks in a tax cut than the poor, insists that 
the rich man will not spend the tax cut 
largesse, but save i t No matter. The money 
will be invested or placed in savings deposi-
tories and subsequently lent to local entre-
preneurs, spurring the growth and well-
being that investment money can engineer. 

The main point, however, is that the 
complaint by liberal factions that the rich 
get richer by taking the money from the 
poor through tax cut transactions is far 
from hyperbole; actually, such a wail is a 
lie. The rich do not, and never have, 
taken one beatup copper from the poor in 
an asset redistribution designed and 
accomplished by the elitist among us. 

It is suggested that the confused and 
convoluted liberal read Adam Smith and 
von Mises. 

Stay away from Keynes and Karl Marx. 

Livonia 

SHARE YOUR OPINIONS 
We welcome your letters to the editor. Please 
include your name, address and phone number 
for veri f icat ion. We ask that your letters be 400 
words or less. We may edit for clarity, space and 
content. 

Letters to the editor 
Canton Observer 
794 South Main 
Plymouth. Ml 48170 

Fax: 

(734) 459-4224 
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tschneider@oe.homecomm.net 
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Lisa Bittner, doing some Friday morning holiday shopping at the Kohl's store on Ford Road 
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is high. I think the stock market will go up.' 
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Granholm's first order of 
business? Budget crisis 
In reflecting on Michigan's current budget crisis, 

I am forcefully reminded of how apt the 
philosopher George Santayana was when he 

observedtlmtr-Those-whocannotrememberthe-
past are condemned to repeat it." 

The first state budget crisis I remember was in 
1959, when I was an undergraduate working on 
The Michigan Daily, the student newspaper at 
the University of Michigan. Democratic Gov. G. 
Mennen "Soapy" Williams faced a legislature 

M the current recession and the collapse in 

state tax revenues taw now produced yet 

Williams proposed a combina-
Mggm tion of tax increases and budget 

cute; the legislature trashed i t 
_ i l l The legislature passed its own 
JIBl mix of budget cuts and tax hikes; 

Williams vetoed i t Partisan 
gjjp* deadlock ensued. The result was 

that Michigan state employees 
\ experienced a payless payday 

u&a— 1 before Williams and the legisla-
Phii ture finally worked out a com-

1 Power promise. 
When Gov. James Blanchard 

took office in 1983, he inherited 
a $1.7 billion deficit from outgoing Gov. William 
Milliken, Although there is still some dispute 
about the size of the deficit, there is no doubt the 
remedy Blanchard proposed — a big hike in the 
state income tax — was deeply unpopular. The tax 
increase passed, and as a result Democrats lost 
control of the state Senate in 1984 and haven't 
won it back to this day. 

Gov. John Engler says he inherited a $1.1 billion 
deficit from the Blanchard administration when 
he took office in 1991- The budget cuts Engler. 
rammed through the legislature over the next 
couple of years were drastic. So much so that you 
still hear Democrats complaining about "the 
heartless Engler administration" when they talk 
about the politics of the time. 

And the current recession and the collapse in state 
tax revenues have now produced yet another state 
budget crisis. Best estimates are die budget for this 
fiscal year that began in October is at least $500 mil-
lion out of whack. Outgoing Gov. Engler, who has 
vowed he won't leave office with the state budget in -
deficit, will issue an executive order this week mak-
ing a reported $470 million in expense cuts. 

On the chopping block will be revenue sharing 
for counties, cities and townships, state support 
for higher education and across the board cuts for 
all state departments. The only items that Engler 
won't consider are road construction projects 
(because they're funded in part by federal road 
taxes) and the $6,700 per-pupil foundation grant 
for K-12 schools. 

To take effect, the cuts will have to be approved 
by both appropriations committees during the 
short legislative lame-duck session that resumed 

another state budget crisis. Best estimates are 

the budget for this fiscal year that began in 

October is at least $500 million out of whack. 

this week, but they don't have to be passed by the 
GOP-controlled full House or Senate. 

And now comes Gov.-elect Jennifer Granholm, 
another in this long line of Michigan governors-
elect who came into office facing a budget crisis. 

In Granholm's case, the best deficit estimate for 
the 2004 fiscal year that begins next October is a 
whopping $1.8 billion, which is why her transi- •. 
tion team has been working feverishly ever since' 
the election on budget matters. She's lucky Bob ' 
Naftaly, the able budget director during the , 
Blanchard administration, has volunteered his 
time to help out 

They won't have much time. Once sworn into 
office, Gov. Granholm will have to give her State 
of the State address in January and submit a bal-
anced budget (a state constitutional requirement, 
unlike the federal budget) in March. And they'll 
be facing a legislature with both houses con-
trolled by Republicans. 

No one expects another payless payday dead-
lock between governor and legislature. But there 
is a real risk that joint inexperience — Granholm 
is relatively new to Lansing and term limits have 
tossed out most of the experienced hands in the 

• will result in unintended bad conse-
quences. 

Worse, because drastic decisions about the 
budget have to be taken so quickly, there is proba-
bly not enough time for a thoughtful, far-reach-
ing, possibly radical review of the structure and 
workings of state government. This is certainly 
what candidate Granholm was thinking about 
when she repeatedly talked about how she want-
ed to "think outside the box." 

But most budget decisions that involve cutting 
expenses have historically been incremental, i.e. 
they cut existing operations by such and such per-
cent. That approach might get the budget bal-
anced, but it's not well-designed to promote the 
kind of imaginative thinking that's needed about 
the workings and expenses of state government 

Phil Power is the chairman of the board of the company that 
owns this newspaper. He would be pleased to get your reac-
tions to this column either at (734) 953-2047 or at ' 
ppower@homecomm.net. -
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Movie about Motown pays 
tribute to area's creativity 

^one-Hollywood r-Three 
I movies in current release have a 

Rapper Eminem makes his film debut in 
the critically praised but desolate "8 Mile." 
Flint's counter culture humorist Michael 
Moore is back with another documentary, 
"Bowling for Columbine," about the gun cul-

as Detroit is, the city has always had a 

creative side. 

Find your favorite recipe each Sunday In Taste 

ture with some prominent gun 
from the Thumb. Not exactly a positive image 
for the state. 

But the third movie about Michigan is all 
uplift and good vibes, even as it rights a seri-
ous oversight. 

"Standing in the Shadows of Motown" is a 
tribute to the Funk Brothers, the talented 
band of primarily jazz musicians who laid 
down the basic rhythms for the Motown 
sound. 

When Berry Gordy wanted good musicians 
for his new Detroit rhythm and blues label, he 
didn't have to go very far. In jazz clubs 
throughout the city, he found a group of play-
ers who would give life, color and improvisa-
tion to the works of Smokey Robinson, 
Holland, Dozier and Holland, Marvin Gaye, 
Barrett Strong and other Motown songwrit-
ers. Their musical support would make stars 
of The Temptations, The Supremes, Martha 
and the Vandellas, Robinson, Gaye, Mary 
Wells, The Four Tops, Stevie Wonder and oth-
ers. Yet the band would remain unknown and 
often uncredited. 

Boxed sets and fan devotion have helped 
right that wrong. But this film brings their 
story to a wider audience and it does so with 
high spirits, combining good storytelling with 
a concert featuring current performers such 
as Joan Osborne, Meshell Ndegeocello, 
Bootsy Collins and others, backed by the sur-
viving Funk Brothers doing those great 1960s 
Motown songs. 

What the film says is that as hard bitten as 
Detroit is, the city has always had a creative 
side. In addition to the Funk Brothers, 
Motown also used other local jazz performers 
and members of the Detroit Symphony 
Orchestra. 

The film proclaims, rightly, that the Funk 
Brothers were the greatest pop music hit 
machine in history. Narrator Andre Braugher 
tells us they played together on more hits 
than Elvis, the Beatles, the Rolling Stones and 
the Beach Boys combined. 

This being a Detroit story, it isn't without 
its sad notes. A couple players succumbed to 
d rup and alcohol. One scene recounts how 

the band was doing a session in the Hitsville 
basement on Grand River when the city 
erupted into flames just blocks away during 
the 1967 riot 

The Funk Brothers were primarily-black-
musicians but included two white musicians, 
Joe Messina and Bob Babbitt, who were 
accepted into the fold because of their musi-
cal talent. The surviving musicians are Jack 
"Black Jack" Ashford, Babbitt, Johnny 
Griffith, Joe Hunter, Uriel Jones, Messina and 
Eddie "Chank" Willis. The Funk Brothers 
"here in spirit" are Benny "Papa Zita" 
Benjamin, James "Igor" Jamerson, Eddie 
"Bongo" Brown, Earl "Chunk of Funk" Van 
Dyke, Robert White and Richard "Pistol" 
Allen (who died after the film was made). 

Sadly, Berry Gordy really did go Hollywood 
in the early 1970s. He pulled up stakes and 
moved Motown to Los Angeles. A few of the 
local musicians followed, hoping to continue 
their steady gig in the land of sunshine and 
movie stars. 

Most returned to Detroit A combination of 
intense competition and a lack of creative 
interplay drove the players back to the city 
that nurtured them as jazz players and r&b 
hit makers. 

That creativity still exists throughout our 
metro area. The loss of the Motown label did-
n't stop the music. Classical, jazz, rock, r&b, 
country and rap all flourish here from the 
inner city to the far reaches of the suburbs. 
Eminem and Kid Rock are only the latest in a 
long line of performers who have launched 
national careers from the Detroit area. Some, 
like Madonna and Diana Ross, have reached 
legendary status. 

"Standing in the Shadows of Motown" is a 
fine tribute to the best backup band in pop 
history but it is also a tribute to the many 
small clubs, older musicians and eager music 
aficionados who nurtured them. 

Hugh Gallagher is the managing editor of The Observer 
Newspapers. He can be reached by phone at (734) 953-
2149, by e-mail at hgallagher@oe.homecomm.net or by 
fax at (734) 591-7279. 
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about $10,000 short of it's 
god, she said. The holiday bas-
kets include food, toys and a 
$25 gift certificate for each kid. 

The organization is also 
looking for volunteers to help 
with sorting, wrapping and 

Those tasks will be done 
Dec. 18,19 and 20 at the 
library during library hours. 

Delivery throughout the 
township is Saturday, Dec. 21. 

"We need more paper sellers, 
more paper buyers and still 
more people who would like to 
adopt a child and provide that 
child's Christmas gifts," 
Spencer said. "Just come and 
show up, that's the best way to 
doit" 

The organization also 
accepts donations by check. 
Make it payable to Canton 
Goodfellows, 1150 S. Canton 
Center Road, Canton 48188. 

tschneider®oe.homecomm.net j (734) 459-

2700 

Plymouth's Fox Hills named 'Course of the Year' 
The family-owned and oper-

ated Fox Hills Golf and 
Banquet Center near 
Plymouth has been named 
"Golf Course of the Year" by • 
the National Golf Course 
Owners Association. 

The Course of the Year 
Award honors a member 
^demonstrating foiir criter 
exceptional quality of the 
course, exceptional quality of 
ownership and management, 
outstanding contribution to its 
community and significant 
contribution to the game. . 
Fox Hills makes an outstand-
ing contribution to the game 
of golf in its market and are 

model operators to their peers, 
according to the NGCOA. 

Fox Hills is a 63-hole public 
golf complex that caters to 
every golfing demographic and 
players of varying skill levels. 

"The dramatic growth in the 
number of golf courses and the 
relatively stable number of 
golfers-ovepthatsameperio 
has shown us that we must act 
to develop players," said Sandy 
Dul Mily, co-owner of Fox 
Hills along with her sister 
Kathy Dul Aznavorian. 

"This award is special 
because it affirms our belief 
that we needed to build cours-
es that serve golfers with dif-

ferent playing abilities and dif-
ferent price points. We've also 
added a course where families 
and children can play together 
and have fun." 

The Classic Fox, Golden Fox, 
and Strategic Fox courses, 
each with a separate club-
house, including an expansive 
practice-facility, plusspecial -
events, outings, tournaments 
and banquet facilities have 
made Fox Hills a genuine 
gathering place., 

Like a Cineplex, each course 
is a different experience, the 
NGCOA said. 

"Kathy and Sandy are out-
standing operators. At 

NGCOA gatherings, their 
peers look to them as a wealth 
of knowledge and experience 
in how to run a top-notch 
operation. 

There were many fine candi-
dates for this award, and the 
board is very pleased to recog-
nize Fox Hills," said Mike 

SjExecutiveDireetorof 
the NGCOA. 

"We want to do the right 
things as we think about the 
legacy we leave to our chil-
dren," Aznavorian said. "We 
have also wanted to be good 
stewards of the land we man-
age and care for." Fox Hills was 
the second course in Michigan 

to be awarded status as an 
Audubon Sanctuary. 

The Dul family has owned 
Fox Hills since 1974, when 
they began reconditioning the 
original 18-hole golf course, 
now called Fox Classic, buying 
adjacent land, and expanding 
according to their innovative 
vision for the fiiturer 

They employed noted golf 
designers Arthur Hills to build 
a premium course - Golden 
Fox - and Ray Hearn to build a 
shot-making learners course 
-Strategic Fox, complete with 
a whimsical, welcoming club-
house for children and learn-
ers. 

United Way Community Services is seeking award nominations 
United Way Community Services is 

accepting nominations for outstanding 
volunteers, who will be honored at the 
annual Celebrate Volunteers Luncheon 
on Monday, April 28,2003. 

The luncheon is part of the local events 

celebrating National Volunteer Week. 
For nomination forms, please contact . 

the United Way's Romney Volunteer 
Center at (313) 226-9422 between 9 a,m. 
and 5 p.m. or visit 
www.unitedway.uwcs .org. 

All nominations must be received by 5 
p.m. Jan. 10,2003. There will be three 
free community workshops offered to 
assist nominators in submitting effective 
nominations. Workshops are as follows: 
Monday, Dec. 9 from 2 p.m.to 4 p.m. in 

Detroit; Friday, Dec. 13 from 2 p.m. to 4 
p.m. in Royal Oak; or Hiesday, Dec. 17 
from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. in Clinton 
Township. l b register please call (313) 
226-9337 at least three days before the 
workshop you wish to attend. 
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• Christmas concert 
Martina McBride brings her 

country music/holiday show, 
The Joy of Christmas, to the 

Palace of Auburn Hills. The 
show is at 7:30 p.m. today, 
Dec. 5. Tickets are $25.50 
reserved and $15.50 general 
admission. (248) 645-6666. 

• Rockin' oldies 
Lou Christie, Tommy Roe, 

Peggy March, The Tymes, and 
Lenny Cocco and The Chimps 
perform at The American 
Golden Doo-Wop Music 
Spectacular at 7 p.m, Saturday, 
Dec. 7, at the Ford Community 
and Performing Arts Center, 
Greenfield at Michigan Avenue, 
Dearborn. Tickets are $35 bal-
cony and $45 main floor, 
available from the center box 
office. (313) 943-2345. 

• Potters Market 
This tile by tor i Rogers of 

Birmingham will be among 
thousands of clay, ceramic, 
raku, stoneware and porce-
lain pieces on sale at the 
27th annual Potters Market 
Friday-Sunday, Dec. 6-8, in 
the United Food and 

Commercial Union Hall, 876 
Horace Brown Drive, south of 
13 Mile, east of I-75, in 
Madison Heights. Admission 
is free. No strollers will be 
permitted. (248)246-2686. 

• Family concert 
The Metropolitan Singers 

will perform a free concert at 
3:30 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 8, at 
the Southfield Civic Center, 
Parks and Recreation Room 
115,26000 Evergreen at Civic 
Center Drive. The Choristers 
and Children's Hand Chime 
Choir from St. Genevieve in 
Livonia also will perform. For 
more information, call Kathy 
at (248) 545-8743 or Ray at 
(248) 932-0390. 

• Tea and Santa 
The YWCA Oakland Branch 

invites mothers, daughters, 
grandmas and aunts to a hol-
iday tea at4.p.m. Sunday, 
Dec. 8, at the YWCA, located 
at Normandy and Crooks, 
Clawson. Tea, sandwiches, 
cookies and punch will be 
served. Santa and Christmas 
Carol will be on hand for 
photos and the Royal Oak 
Children's Choir will perform. 
Cost is $10 for the first adult 
guest, and $5 for each addi-
tional. (248)435-9100. 

GALLERIES « THEATER 

H 

Karen Missavage performs in the TubaChristmas on Woodward Avenue between Farnsworth and Kirby., 

Celebration 
puts all in the 
holiday 
BY LINDA ANN CHOMiN 
S W F WRITER 

Noel Night's not your ordinary holi-
day celebration. 

Along with horse-drawn car-
riage rides and traditional songs like 
Jingle Bells; visitors to the 30th annual 
extravaganza will be able to make and 
take home crafts and shop for art until 
they drop. And, Noel Nighters can lis-
ten to out-of-the-ordinary holiday 
music by performers from such com-
munities as West Bloomfield and 
Plymouth. 

It's all on Saturday, Dec, % in 
Detroit's University Cultural Center. 

And it's all free - except for the gift 
buying. Watch ice sculptors from 
Wayne State University and College 
from Creative Studies compete under 
the direction of Plymouth carver Tajana 
Raukar at 3 p.m. before the evening 
even begins at 5 p.m. Judging takes 
place at 8 p.m. on the Woodward-Plaza 
of the Detroit Institute of Arts, 5200 
Woodward. 

"It's a nice addition this year especial-
ly with Woodward closed," said 
Maureen Riley, who coordinates Noel 
Night for the University Cultural 
Center Association. "It continues to 
expand every year. This year we have 
over 30 venues. There are so many 
activities, make and take activities at 
almost all venues, most geared to chil-
dren. They can make gift paper, can-
dles, ornaments, stick puppets at the 
DIA (where there's a Kwanzaa celebra-
tion and Hanukkah sing-a-long alter-

Charlene Berry and her dulcimer bring Victorian-sounding Christmas music to the lobby of the 
Park Sheiton. Outside horse-drawn carriages await Noel Night visitors. 

nating from 6:30-8:30 p.m.) 
"Hie community sing-a-long has 

been a significant part of this event, 
and to see the DIA and library lit for 
the holidays is wonderful. There'll be 

Studies, the Detroit Artists Market. The 
Wayne State grad studios will have art 
work for sale and the Furniture Factory 
offers its first Motor City Arts Market 
and there will be free shuttle services." 

Visitors to VSA Arts of Michigan can 
view paintings, sculpture and clay by 
artists with developmental and other 
disabilities in the gallery of their offices 
at The ARC (Association for Retarded 
Citizens), 51 West Hancock. Local 
artists will have holiday crafts, hand-
painted tote bags, dolls, African masks, 
tapestries, and jewelry for sale during 

PLEASE SEE NOEL NIGHT, B7 

What Celebrate the holidays with 
music, horse-drawn carriage rides, 
reindeer, theater, dance, children's 
activities, arts and crafts, planetarium 
shows, shopping, and sing-a-long 

When: 5-9:30 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 7 

Where: Detroit's University Cultural 
Center, between Ferry and Warren, and 
Cass and John R. Free shuttle service 
runs between participating venues. 

For more information, 
call (313) 577-5088. 

I 

i 
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The Kidz Klezmer Band of Michigan performs Jewish music at the Detroit institute of Arts as part of a multi-cultural holiday celebration. 

Artistic 
Expressions 

he 
Red-Nosed 
Reindeer 
isn't the only 
song in town 

Last week, after 
Thanksgiving dinner, I 
listened to several CDs 

of holiday music as a way to 
boost my lagging spirits. 
Maybe I was just tired after 
cooking such a big dinner 
with a cast on the hand I 
fractured in two places while 
trying to prevent an 
unleashed dog from biting 
my Irish Wolfhound, 
Shamrock, but the holidays 
seemed so far away. 

While listening to the 
Boston Pops recording of 
Frosty the Snowman cheered 
me, there's nothing like hear-
ing about this very, merry 
soul live in a concert hall. 
Fortunately, many of the local 
musicians feel the same and 
they're all putting on holiday 
concerts. If you're like me, 
five minutes into listening to 
any of these programs you'll 
be ready to go home and 
wrap gifts after first putting 
on a pot of hot chocolate. It's 
one of my favorite times of 
the year and more so because 
groups like The Brass of 
Detroit Chamber Winds and 
Strings and the Boston Pops 
(see accompanying stoiy) are 
coming to town. Whether 
you enjoy classical or popu-
lar holiday songs like 
Rudolph the Red-Nosed 
Reindeer, there's a concert 
out there for you. 

If classical music is a little more to 
your liking, you won't want to miss 
up-and-coming soprano Rebekah 
Walker Dec. 19. 

BIRMINGHAM CONCERT BAND 

Kerry Mills can't remem-
ber a Christmas without 
music. This year, as a clar-
inetist with the Birmingham 
Concert Band, she'll join 
with conductor Grant 
Hoemke and The Oakland 
Singers Encore for a holiday 
concert at 3 p.m. Sunday, 
Dec. 8, at Lutheran Church 
of the Redeemer, 1800 West 
Maple, between Southfield 
and Cranbrook (Evergreen), 
Birmingham. Admission is 
free but donations to the 
scholarship fund are grate-
fully accepted. The band 
sent nine students to 
Interlochen and Blue Lake 
music camps this past sum-
mer. For more information, 
call (248) 647-7586. 

"It's a holiday tradition," 
said Mills, who's played with 
the band for 25 years and still 
looks forward to playing 
Greensleeves, Concerto, The 
First Noel, A Celtic 
Christmas, and Deck the 
Halls this season. 

"It gets you in the spirit I 

PLEASE SEE CONCERTS, B2 

Ballet Shoes or Wing Tips? 
Makes no difference as long as you take 
time to put your feet up, get comfortable 
and spend some time with us. 

mailto:sdargay@oe.homecomm.net
http://www.observerandeccentric.com
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CONCENTS 
FROM PAGE B! 

used to teach kindergarten and 
started decorating in November. I 
never tire of Christmas music. 
There was always Christmas 
music in our house growing up. 
My sons play sax. When friends 
and family came over we had 
sing-along?. On Christmas morn-
ing we'd go from house to house 
with two trumpets, flute and two 
clarinets, and the family we we're 
visiting would put out food for us. 
We haven't done that for 10 years 
because my son lives in Colorado 
where I've spent the last 10 
Christmases, so I always look for-
ward to playing with the band 
here. We want to do something in 
the community to give back, that's 
why we chose a Birmingham 
church. It's a time when everyone 
in the band unites to play holiday 
music and the music guarantees 
an audience" 

LIVONIA CIVIC CHORUS 

Songs like the humorous 
Reindeer Twist and Grandma's 
Killer Fruitcake are sure to 
draw large audiences for the 
Livonia Civic Chorus' annual 
holiday concerts, "Wishing You 
the Merriest" 7:30 p.m. Friday-
Saturday, Dec. 13-14, and 3 
p.m. Sunday, Dec. 15, at the 
Livonia Civic Center Library 
Auditorium, 32777 Five Mile, 
east of Farmington, Livonia. St. 

Pete's jazz ensemble and this 
year's musical scholarship win-
ner Mary Beth Rosencrantz will 
join them in the merriment. 
Tickets are $10, $8 seniors and 
students, $5 children younger 
than 12. Call (734) 466-2410. 

"I like the program because 
of the variety," said Darryl 
Newman, who's singing with 

Christmas. "The band plays 
instrumentals. There are solos, 
men's and women's ensembles, 
a duet, small mixed ensemble 
for the Reindeer Twist In the 
holiday spirit they wear antlers. 
The first half is informal a 
humorous but the second 
is my favorite, more of the w 
rious with full chorus singing 
Carol of the Bells, a Ukrainian 
Christmas carol, and O Holy 
Night, Jamaican Noel and two 
Hanukkah songs. 

If you can't wait for the mid-
December concerts to get into 
the spirit, the chorus sings 7 p.m. 
Friday, Dec, 6, at Livonia Mall, 
Seven Mile and Middlebelt and 
3 p.m. Sunday, Dec, 8, at 
Greenmead Historical Village on 
Newburgh south of Eight Mile, 
Livonia. The concerts are free, 
but tours of the decorated Hill 
House in the Village are $2, $1 
students. A candlelit tour pro-
vides an old-fashioned way to 
celebrate the holidays. Tours 
begin at 6 p.m. (last tour begins 
at 8 p.m.) Thursday-Friday, Dec. 
26-27. Members of the chorus 
will carol in the lanes and build-

Too Late 1 
For those last minute ads 

that just had to get in! 

ELECTRICIAN/JOURNEYMAN 
(Mon^Fri.) o r equivalent for 
residential wi r ing. Excellent 
benefits. {734) 773-0000 

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 
CLERK 

For growing west side dis-
tributor, experienced, ful l-

time Mon-Fri. Send resume 
to Human Resources 54790 

Grand River Ave, New 
Hudson M l 48165. or fax' to 

248-446-4508 

ASSISTANT i 
Nights. No experience neces-
sary. Great pay! Farmington 
Hills/Livonia. Call 9am-5pm. 
248-474-3533 

Your search ends 
here in the 

800 -579 -SELL 
(73SS) 

"It's All About Results" 

Observer & Eccentric 
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CAMERA SHOWS 
Ann Arbor Camera Show 

Sat. Dec. 7th 1Qam-3 . 
BEST WESTERN !NN 
EXIT 172 OFF 1-94 W. 

Ann Arbor, Mi 
Everything photographic 

Adm. $5. w/ad 
DETROIT TROY 
CAMERA S H O W ' 

at TROY ELKS LODGE 
1451 East Big Beaver Rd 1 
mile East of i -75 between 

John R and Rochester 
Rds. Open to public 10am-

3pm. Adm. $5 w/ad. 
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You'll Find Your Regular HomeTown Classifieds 

Following the Real Estate Section! 
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SlUTSKAYA 
HMOTMi 

PLUS MORE WORLD AND OLYMPIC V /* : 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 13® 8 PM 
O N S A L E N O W 

M M X M , THE PALACE BOX OFFICE ANO T M 
CHARGEAT248-645-666B. I ® . I 
DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE FOR GROUPS, KLOS 12 & 
UNDER AND SENIORS. CALL 248-371-2055. 

Sponsored Locally By: 
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ings. Advance tickets are $5, $2 
student Call (248) 477-7375 for 
reservations, 

DETROIT CONCERT CHOIR 

Alan Cooper hardly will miss 
singing in his native England 
this holiday season because the 
Waterford resident joins the 

Sweet Sounds of Christmas, 
featuring Bach's Christmas 
Oratorio, Away in a Manger, 
Little Drummer Boy, and 
Snow, Snow, Beautiful Snow 
among other selections at 8 
p.m. Saturday, Dec. 14, at St. 
Hugo of the Hills, 2215 
Opdyke, Bloomfield Hills, and 
4 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 15, at St 
Clare ofMontefalco, 1401 
Whittier at Mack, Grosse 
Pointe Park. Tickets are $15, 
$12 for seniors and students. 
Call (313) 882-0118. 

"A lot of it is classical with a 
great flavor, not just popular 
tunes in different arrange-
ments," said Cooper, who works 
in Canton. "It's inspiring to take 
it to a new musical level like the 
promenade concerts in the UK, 
We take musical appreciation 
to a new level. We're a competi-
tion choir. I'm originally from 
Manchester, England, where 
there are holiday concerts the 
first weekend in December at 
Manchester Cathedral (that) 
start the run up to Christmas. I 
never tire of holiday music and 
keeping it toward Christmas 
keeps it special." 

NORTH OAKLAND 
CONCERT BAND 

Mark Buchanan and the 
North Oakland Concert Band, 
under conductor Annette 
Kline, like many of the groups, 
are asking the audience to join 
in the fun. The North Oakland 
Concert Band (formerly the 
Lake Orion and Rochester con-
cert bands) joins with Christ 
The Redeemer Adult 
Contemporary Choir 7:30 p.m. 
Friday, Dec. 6, at Christ The 
Redeemer Church, 2700 
Waldon Road, Lake Orion. 
Admission is free. 

"We're doing classics with 
recognizable Christmas tunes. 
Russian Christmas Music was 
written by Alfred Reed after an 
ancient carol and is a favorite of 
people in the band," said 
Buchanan, president of the 
North Oakland Concert Band 
and a Rochester Hills resident. 
"It's fun to play, powerful 
music. This is one of the band's 
favorite concerts. It kind of 
kicks off the holidays with sing-
along with carols, Hallelujah 
Chorus, How the Grind} Stole 
Christmas, Sleigh Ride, and 
White Christmas." 

FARMINGTON 
COMMUNITY CHORUS 

Ginny Lundquist is looking 

forward to giving holiday music 
a little different twist when the 
Farmington Community 
Chorus under Steven SeGraves 
performs Yule Cheer at 8 p.m., 
Friday-Saturday, Dec. 20-21, at 
Mercy High School Auditorium 
on the comer of 11 Mile and 
Middlebelt, Farmington Hills. 
Tickets are $10. Call (810) 632-

"We're trying to get variety in 
the concert with everything 
from classical to traditional, 
gospel with a clapping, swaying 
and swinging O Holy Night, a 
jazzy Have Yourself a Merry 
Little Christmas to a Welsh 
lullaby, and a Gaudette from 
the Middle Ages, a traditional 
English song in Latin, plus I 
Have a Little Dreidel, I Love 
Those Jingle Bells, Do You 
Hear What I Hear," said 
Lundquist of Orchard Lake. 
"We have choreography and 
guest instrumentalists. We 
started rehearsing in early 
September. It sounds a little 
funny when it's hot outside, but 
gets you in the mood when it • 
gets colder." 

PLYMOUTH 
COMMUNITY CHORUS 

Eunice Taylor and the 
Plymouth Community Chorus 
weren't singing carols on a trip 
to Washington, D.C., this sum-
mer. They waited until 
September to start rehearsing 
First Noel, Singing at Santa's 
Place and Have Yourself a 
Merry Little Christmas for Sing 
Gloria!, their 29th annual 
Christmas concerts at 8 p.m. 
Friday-Saturday, Dec. 13-14; 4 
p.m. Sunday, Dec. 15, at 
Northville High School, 45700 
Six Mile, Northville. Tickets are 
$12. The chorus will have sev-
eral of its holiday CDs available 
at the concerts. Proceeds go to 
a scholarship program for high 
school students. Call (734) 254-
9617. 

"We went to Washington, 
D.C., in June to sing at the 
National Cathedral," said 

"It's all about gifts - Gifts of 
Love, Gifts of the World, Little 
Drummer Boy, Twelve Days of 
Christmas, and the humorous 
Twelve Days After Christmas 
by an ensemble of nine women 
singing about fighting with 
their true love, and a mother 
who on the third day after 
Christmas caught the croup 

-aad-had4o~use-thetiiree-Fr< 
hens to make some chicken 
soup," said Darge, president of 
the chorus under the direction 
ofMimi Gass. Darge is the only 
original member left in the 80-
voice group, now in its 25th 
year. 

"It's going to be fun. I never 
concert. I love to 

;and 
sang even though it wasn't 
planned. We were in front of 
the White House where groups 
were protesting and passers-by 
applauded when we broke into 
the Star-Spangled Banner, We 
love to sing. With carols we 
never get enough. It sets the 
Christmas mood for folks." 

TROY COMMUNITY CHORUS 

Shirley Darge says people 
won't want to miss the Troy 
Community Chorus' Holiday 
Gift concert at 8 p.m. Friday, 
Dec. 6, at Athens High School 
on the west side of John R, 
north of Wattles. Advance tick-
ets are $8, $5 seniors ages 60 
and older and children ages 12 
and under, or $10 at the door. 
Call (248) 879-0138. 
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NEW YEAR S EVE CELEBRATION a t 

27777 Schoolcraft •Livonia 
p/< mile E. of Middlebelt) 

ROMA 
BANQUETS 

32550 Cherry Hill • Garden City 
(1 block E. of Venoy) 

Lavish Gourmet Buffet at Both Locations Featuring: 
Cracked peppercorn Encrusted PRIME RIB, 

Premium Bar Package 
Continuous Entertainment 

with: 
Steve King and the Dittilles 

• Black Tit Optional 
• Ail Reserved Seating 

' 1 4 0 per couple 

(must be 21 or over to attend) 

(734) 427-9110 

continuous Entertainment 
with: 

16(Band) 
: Tie Optional 

• All Reserved Seating < 

' 1 2 0 per couple ! 
tmust be 21 or over to attend) 

<734) 422-4550 

PISTONS/SHOCK AAU 
TRYOUTS FOR 

OUR 2003 
BASKETBALL 

SEASON 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2 0 0 2 
LAKE ORION HIGH SCHOOL 

(Scripps Road, east of Lapeer Road - , 

about 5 miles north of The Palace of Auburn Hills) 

T e a m A g e s 1 0 U - 1 3 U 
1 0 a m - 1 p m 

T e a m A g e s 1 4 U - 1 7 U 
1 p m - 4 p m 

GUEST APPEARANCE BY SHOCK STAR 
AND FORMER AAU PLAYER, SWIN CASH 

CALL 2 4 8 - 3 7 7 - 8 7 1 1 OR 
VISIT VWWV.SHQCKAAUBASKETBALL.ORG 

A CLASSICAL CHRISTMAS 

Rebekah Walker hasn't been 
singing as long as Darge but 
loves every minute just the 
same. At 7:30 p.m. Thursday, 
Dec. 19, she'll share her passion 
with the audience at A Classical 
Christmas concert in the 
Basilica of St. Mary Antiochian 
Orthodox Church, 18200 
Merriman, one-half mile north 
of Six Mile, Livonia. Tickets are 
$8 advance, $10 at door. Call 
(734) 422-0010, (248) 427-
2122 or (248) 477-7720 for 
tickets. 

Walker sings Franz 
Schubert's and Bach's Ave 
Maria, Cesar Franck's Panis 
Angelicas, Mozart's Ave Verum 
Corpus, Beethoven's Sonata in 
E flat Major along with Silent-
Night and O Holy Night Some 
of the selections are on the first 
CD, Classical Favorites, she cut 
at age 17. 

"I picked ones most appro-
priate for Christmas, not all 
Christmas songs, but sacred 
used around this time of year," 
said the 19-year-old Walker. "I 
love Christmas music. It makes 
it so special to hear songs you 
grew up with and you can look 
back and remember making 
Christmas cookies when you 

The Brass of Detroit Chamber Winds & 
Strings are sure to put the audience 
in a holiday spirit on Dec. 10. The 
ensemble is comprised of members of 
the Detroit Symphony and Michigan 
Opera Theatre orchestras. 

28600 W. 11 Mile, Farmington 
Hills. Tickets are $15 adults, 
$12 senior citizens, $10 chil-

i. Call (248) 473-1857. 

MADONNA UNIVERSITY 
CHORALE 

No matter what style or era 
of holiday music you love 
there's a concert for you. On a 
classical note, the Madonna 
University Chorale sings 
Vivaldi's Magnificat, the Alfred 
Burt Carols and seasonal 
favorites at 7:30 p.m. Friday, 
Dec. 6, at St John Episcopal 
Church, 26998 Woodward, 
Royal Oak, and 3 p.m. Sunday, 
Dec. 8, at St. Clement Church, 
25320 Van Dyke, Centerline. 
Tickets are §5. A portion of the 
proceeds will go to the chorale's 
spring concert tour in 
Washington D.C. For more 
information, call (734) 432-
5708. 

DETROIT CHAMBER WINDS 
AND STRINGS 

The Brass of Detroit 
Chamber Winds & Strings 
present a program of holiday 
music at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
Dec. 10, at the Costick Center, 

YOUTH CHOIRS 

There's nothing like listening 
to the angelic voices of a chil-
dren's choir during the holiday 
season. Luckily two groups 
present concerts, the Livonia 
Youth Choir at 3:30 p.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 7, at Faith 
Lutheran Church, 30000 Five 
Mile, west of Middlebelt, 
Livonia. Admission is free. A 
reception follows the concert. 
Call (734) 425-1749. 

A holiday program features 
the young Rising Star Singers 
Saturday, Dec. 14, in the Little 
Theatre at Plymouth-Canton 
High School, Canton Center 
Road and Joy. Freewill dona-
tions accepted. Call (734) 354-
9825. 

SCHOOLCRAFT COLLEGE 
COMMUNITY CHOIR 

As part of Noel Night, the 
chorus sings at 7 p.m. Saturday, 
Dec. 7, in the Cathedral Church 
of St. Paul, 4800 Woodward, 
Detroit, and 4 p.m. Sunday, 
Dec. 8, at St. Matthew's United 
Methodist Church, 30900 Six 
Mile, Livonia. Admission is 
free. Call (248) 349-8175 or 
(734) 462-4435. 

THE MADRIGAL CHORALE 
OF SOUTHFIELD 

Holiday music at 8 p.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 7, at Old St. 
Mary's Church at Monroe and 
St. Antoine in Detroit's 
Greektown. Tickets $15 in 
advance or $18 at door. Call 
(586) 465-5973. 

UNIVERSITY MUSICAL SOCIETY 

UMS Choral Union performs 
Handel's Messiah (Mozart edi-
tion) at 8 p.m. Friday, Dec. 6, at 
911N. University Ave., Ann 
Arbor; and at 8 p.m., Saturday, 
Dec. 7, at Michigan Theater, 
603 E. Liberty, Ann Arbor. For 
information, call (734) 764-
2538 

Have an interesting idea for a story? 
Call Observer & Eccentric arts 
reporter Linda Ann Chomin at (734) 
953-2145 or send e-mail to Ichomin® 
oe. homecomm. net 
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Round! 
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GAITHER VOCAL BAND 
•' THE BOOTH BROTHERS 
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• i ' ? VESTAL GOODMAN 
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TAYLOR MASON 
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* £ * LYNDA HANDLE 
MIKE ALLEN 
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* 

On Sale Monday Dec. 9 at 10AM! 

4 $ 
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purchased by calling toil from 
••ebte a discount 09 any prtca tewl 
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BITES 
Bob Dylan Live 1975: The Rolling 

Thunder Revue (Columbia-Legacy, S24.98) 
by Bob Dylan 

This two-disc "bootleg" on Bob Dylan's 
own label, taken from a series of concerts in 
late 1975, is delightfully all over the map — 
full of mid-70s flavor, but also a genre-hop-
ping, era-blending trip through the master's 
music. 
- S ims 
down, it's the work of a Dylan 10 years into 
his electric period who has clearly already 
heard early Bruce Springsteen and even — 
horrors — presages anthem rock at times, in 
the best kind of way. 

It Ain't Me, Babe, crisp and energetic, has 
a funk flavor to i t A Hard Rain's A-Gonna 
Fall lacks the Vietnam-era plaintiveness of 
the original; instead, it's dynamic and driv-
ing, a road song for an era of interstates, not 
Highway 61. 

l l ie flattest spots on Bob Dylan Live 
1975: The Rolling Thunder Revue are the 
acoustics — not because they're boring but 
because they sound largely like the originals 
— and the too-folky duets with Joan Baez, 
which throw off the rhythm of the ride. The 
standouts: Hurricane, which crackles with 
energy, and One More Cup of Coffee, a 
haunting rendition with a perfect finger- . 
nails-on-the-chalkboard fiddle to back it up. 

The Dylan ofthis CD, just after Bloodon 
the Tracks, is exuberant and in control; the 
shy boy so many girls wanted to protect has 
become the maestro. The band follows its 
master, and the master leads. At one point, 
someone in the crowd yells for a protest 
song. But by 1975, itself now so distant that 
Bob Dylan was long gone. 
-Ted Anthony, AP Writer 

Tim McGraw and the Dancehall Doctors 
(Curb, $18.98) by Tim McGraw 

Tim McGraw has taken his road band, the 
seven Dancehall Doctors from his Set This 
Circus Down stage, into the studio. The 
result is Tim McGraw and the Dancehall 
Doctors, a 15-song, 66-minute collection of 
keepers. 

From the opening snare riff of Comfort 
Me, solid performances are matched by an 
equally strong variety of songs with stories 
to tell —from back-seat romance and its 
consequences in the poignant Red Ragtop 
to the wry unentanglements in That's Why 
God Made Mexico and the video-ready 
emotion of She's My Kind ofRain. 

There's also the Elton John tune Tiny 
Dancer, complete with McGraw's falsetto 
hooks and backed by Kim Carries. Eagles 
members Don Henley mid Timothy B. 
Schmit add their trademark sound to 
"Illegal" 

It's clear throughout this album that 
instead of going into the studio to do a day 
band's work, McGraw and his collaborators 
were determined to do their very best. 
- Tom Gardner, AP Writer 

Does This Look Infected? (Island-Def 
Jam, $18.98) by Sum 41 

There's nothing sadder than watching a 
band with talent turn in a routine, boring 
album so early in their career. 

That's what Sum 41 has done with Does 
This Look Infected?— an album infected 
with punk-pop mediocrity when they could 
have offered more. 

Every song sounds the same. And all the 
songs whine about an unnamed personal 
frusti 
care. 

The Hell Song is too preachy, and My 
Direction has lyrics any high-school keg 
band could have written. You can't take seri-
ously any song that says "perfection is my 
direction" followed by "it's a new generation 
of childhood frustration." 

Green Day did it first, and better, so 
there's no need for lesser bands to cover the 
same territory unless they've got something 
new to offer. Sum 41 doesn't. 
- Ron Harris, AP Writer 

Emotional (MCA, $18.98) by K-Ci & Jo-
Jo 

Brothers K-Ci & Jo-Jo, former members 
of Jodeci, like to fill their albums with R&B 
and pop songs. 

It worked on Love Always, but there's lit-
tle crossover appeal on their new CD, 
Emotional. 

Their vocal styling remains strong, but 
the music sounds like a rehash of melodies 
from 1980s soft rock. Down for Life, 
Goodbye and How Can I Trust You lack the 
catchy soft pop and genuine appeal of their 
crossover gem, All My Life. 

The results are better on their R&B tunes. 
Their bluesy, gospel-styled vocals hammer 
the songs into your soul. Special is a jam-
ming, midtempo hand-clapper. I'm 
Through With You is a danceable jam that's 
full of funk. So Emotional, with its superb 
harmony and sweet yet darkly experimen-
tal funk rhythms, is a throwback to the 
brothers' days with Jodeci. 

If there's anything to get Emotional about 
on this album, it's the R&B. 
-Lynda Lane, AP Writer 

Dru World Order (Island-Def Jam, 
$18.98) by Dru Hill 

Dru Hill was one of the hottest male R&B 
groups around when they took a hiatus four 
years ago, in part because their spotlight-
stealing lead singer, Sisqo, embarked On a 
solo career. 

But now that the Thong Song* warbler's 
career has waned, Sisqo, Nokio, Woody and 
Jazz, plus new member Scola, have gotten 
back together for Dru World Order. And it's 
Dru Hill at their best: strong vocals, excel-
lent harmony and deep-soul R&B. 

The entire 13-track CD is a pleasure, from 
the intro, Love Me-Hate Me, to the dance-
able If I Could, a "hip-hop meets R&B" jam. 
Each member gets to showcase his vocal 
skills on a verse or two. 

Dru Hill retains their gift of singing 
sometimes freaky, sometimes passionate 
love songs on this predominantly ballad-
based CD. 
- Lynda Lane, AP Writer 

Jazz cornetist performs 
Jon-Erik Kellso, world 

class cornetist and a 
Dearborn native, will 
play American jazz of 
the 20s-40s from 3-6 
p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 15 
at the Monaghan 
Knights of Columbus 

[alHniivoma;—— 
The Windsor/Detroit 

Jazz Club is sponsoring 
the concert. 

Kellso, 38, has made a 
life journey of music 
since he was a mere 
teenager, mastering 
Harry James' version of 
Ciribiribin and Bunny 
Berigan's solo from Song 
of India. Kellso is a reg-
ular cornetist with Jim 
DaPogny's Ann Arbor-
based Chicago Jazz 
band, and his talent has 
been known nationally 
and internationally. 
When Kellso's peers 
were busy being caught 
up in a "rockslide" style, 
he went with traditional 
jazz. 

Kellso will be accom-
panied by some of his 
mentors and musical 
colleagues from his teen 
years, including an 
eight-piece jazz band led 
by Chuck Moss, trom-
bonist and Leader of the 
Paint Creek Jazz Society, 
Pee-Wee Matese (clar-

), Paul Kliager 

\ \ v 

Kellso 

(reeds), Chuck 
Shermetaro (piano), 
Pete Siers (drums), Paul 
Keller (bass), and 
Claudia Schmidt 
(vocals). 

Kellso and his crew 
will be delighting his 

guests, their hearts and 
ears with his selection of 
music of yesteryear. 
Take a break and relax 
with the sounds of this 
talented musician. 
-Staf fwr i terBrenda . 
Dominick 

JAZZ IT UP 

What Monaghan 
Council of Knights of 
Columbus presents a 
tradit ional jazz concert 
o f t ne2Os f 3Os ;aM40s 
featuring world known 
cornetist Jon-Erik 
Kellso, and an eight-
piece band of local 
veteran musicians 

Where: 
K of C Hall, Farmington 
Road, south of Eight 
Mile, Livonia , 

When: 3-6 p.m., 
Sunday, Dec. 15 

Tickets: 
$10 for Jazz Club 
members, others $12. 
(248) 476-2674. Tickets 
will be mailed; send 
check upon receipt 

Details: Light menu, 
beverages, table 
seating, door prizes. 
Room is non-smoking. 

Golden Age of Radio returns 
to Second City for holidays 

Feeling nostalgic? 
Director-actor Marty Bufalini 

of Grosse Pointe and an ensemble 
cast will transport audiences to a 
1940's New York style network 
radio studio, when they perform 
It's a Wonderful Life this month. 

They'll re-create an old-time 
radio broadcast with minimal set 
and props at 2 p.m. Saturday Dec. 
7,14,21, Sunday, Dec. 8 and 22 
and at 5 p.m. Dec. 15, in The 
Second City theater, in Detroit. 

In It's A Wonderful Life, 

approximately 98 percent of all 
sound effects are performed live 
using the kinds of mechanical 
devices that were employed dur-
ing the Golden Age of radio. For 
example, actors recreate foot-
steps, a half-size door on wheels 
is used for door effects, bells are 
rung, a water tank is used for 
water effects and a wind machine 
recreates the wind. - • 

The heartwarming classic, It's 
A Wonderfiil Life, is co-produced 
by The Second City Theatre, 

Olympia Entertainment and 
Marty Bufalini Productions. 

Tickets are $14 for adults and 
$9 for senior citizens and stu-
dents. They're available at The 
Second City box office or 
Hockeytown Authentics, Big 
Beaver west of Dequindre, in 
Troy (without service charges) 
and at all Ticketmaster loca-
tions, including Marshall Field's. 
To charge by phone, call the 
Second City box office at (313) 
965-2222. 
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