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• Cheer Club 
The holiday season is here 

and so is the Plymouth-
Canton Observer Cheer Club, 

In fac t we're opening the 
club a week or so early this 
year because the need is 
always greater during tough 
times. Please join us by 
bringing donations of new 
toys and canned or boxed 
food to our office at 794, S. 
Main in Plymouth during 
business hours. 

- The items will be collected 
until Friday, Dec. 13, when we 
will turn them over to the 
good folks at the Salvation 

They'll distribute the items 
to needy people in Plymouth, 
Canton and Northville. When 
you bring your donations by 
our office, we'li ask you to 
leave your name and home-
town. That's because we like.. 
to print donor names in the 
paper while the Cheer Club 
drive is on. VolBlldYs^main 
anonymous if youPre fk— 
Happy Holidays! Please keep 
Cheer Club in mind. 

• f r e e headset 
. ©Wireless stores in Metro 

Detroit are making the roads 
a little safer this holiday sea-
son. Stop in at any ^Wireless 
store, and pick up a free . 
headset to use with your cel-
lular phone, while supplies 
last. No purchase is neces-
sary. ^Wireless has nearly 
20 stores from Detroit to 
Lansing. For a listing of area 
store locations, call 1-800-
613-CEIL. 

• Holiday closings 
Canton Township offices 

will be closed Thanksgiving 
Day and the day after, Nov. 
28 and 29. They will reopen 
with regular hours on 
Monday, Dec. 2. The Canton 
Public Library will close at 6 
p.m. on Wednesday, Nov. 27, 
remain closed on 
Thanksgiving Day and will 
reopen with regular hours (9 
a.m. to 6 p.m.) on Friday, Nov. 
29. Summit on the Park will 
be open on Thanksgiving Day 
from 7 a.m. to 1 p.m. and will 
be closed the remainder of 
the day. It will be open on 
Friday, Nov. 29, with regular 
hours. 

i S Newcomers meet 
The Canton Newcomers 

will host a holiday party 7 
p.m. Wednesday. Dec. 4 at 
the Hanford Clubhouse. The 
group will hold its regular 
meeting and then celebrate 
the season. Members are 
welcome and new members 
can join any time. 

Members will bring gifts 
for Goodfellows children to 
the meeting and collecting 
kid-friendly food items as 
well. Call (734) 459-0520. 

CANTON 
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Briefcase Drill Team members rehearse their "Present: Wall Street Journal" routine. From lef t are Chris Petersen, Tom Hickey, Dave Borgia, Stan 
Dibble, Randy Jost and Canton resident Ron Lowe. Other team members from Canton include Bob Borkowski and Jim Eldridge. 

For these guys, parade is all 'business' 
Briefcase Drill Team will again 
highlight Thanksgiving Day march 

BY TONY BRUSCATO 

STAFF W R I T E R 

Chris Hill remembers 
being a bit perplexed about 
the sign on the front of his 
father's downtown Plymouth 
clothing store 15 years ago. 
• "I said 'He wants 16 guys 
for what?'" remembered 
Hill, now 34. "I was in 
school and was too cool for 
that. I wanted no part of it," 

It only took Hill a few 
years to adjust his thinking, 
that this group of 16 guys 
was really cool, and decide 
to become a part of it. And, 
this Thanksgiving, just like 
he has for the past 10, Hill 
will travel from his home in 
Chicago to be a part of his 
father's (Fred Hill's) 
Briefcase Drill Team and 
perform in the annual 
Thanksgiving Day Parade. 

"The first time I saw them 
perform it was great, but at 
the time I didn't think they 
would become so popular" 
said Chris Hill. "I thought 
they'd just be a hit for the 
Fourth of July Parade." 

While a popular feature 
in the Plymouth mid-sum-
mer parade, Fred Hill's 
Briefcase Drill Team is also 
a favorite with the 
Thanksgiving Day Parade 
crowd in Detroit. In fact, 
Hill's group will be march-
ing down Woodward 
Avenue performing in the 
annual turkey day event for 
the 15th year. 

"We're definitely a tradi-
tion," said Fred Hill. "I 
guess we're just a different 
kind of turkey." 

Hill said the Briefcase 
Drill Team, which began its 
act in 1985, "was originally 
put together to help pro-
mote men's suits. Now, I -
guess, we just promote the 
Briefcase Drill Team." 

Sara Dibble of Plymouth 
Township has been with the 
drill team since 1986. 

"I was a customer at 
Fred's clothing store, and 
when I walked in to pick up 
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Thanksgiving program helps 
put dinner on the table 
BY BRAD KADRiCH 

STAFF WRITER 

Kim wasn't sure exactly 
what she and her family 
were going to do. 

Thanksgiving was com-
ing, and the Canton resi-
dent and her husband 
were scrambling to figure 
out how to give their fam-
ily a good meal. 

Both Kim and her hus-
band are working, but as 
many people are finding 
out in tough economic 
times, that doesn't neces-
sarily guarantee much. 
Times were tough for 
Kim and her family. 

Along came the 
Plymouth Salvation Army 
with its Thanksgiving 
basket program, and 
Kim's problem was 
solved. 

"I very much appreciate 
it," said Kim. "Money is 
tight right now; we're 

'This year, we've got more clients because 

economic problems. There's just not 

money in the house. Hopefully, it 

makes Thanksgiving better to get some dinner.' 
Bill Moritz 
director of social services, Salvation Army 

having a hard time. My 
husband and I are both 
working, but we're barely 
able to make ends meet. 
With (the Salvation 
Army) providing the 
turkey and trimmings, it 
made it a sure thing we'd 
be able to provide a 
Thanksgiving dinner for 
the kids." 

Kim's family is one of 
some 150 who will be 
able to do just that this 
season, thanks to the gen-

of people and 
businesses around the 
community. The 
Salvation Army is provid-
ing Thanksgiving dinner 
to families across its cov-
erage area, which 
includes the Plymouths, 
Canton, Northville and 
Belleville. 

That's the highest num-
ber of families to be 

since Bill Moritz 
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The animals 
steal the 

scene at the 
Radio City 

Spectacular. 
B1 
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Canton 
retailers 
confident 
BY JACK GLADDEN 

STAFF WRITER 

With a shortened Christmas shop-
ping season following a late 
Thanksgiving this year, Canton mer-
chants are generally expressing cau-
tious optimism about holiday sales, 

"We're remaining optimistic as to it 
being a good season," said Linda 
Robin, owner of Showroom of 
Elegance jewelers on Canton Center 
Road. "We're hoping this year will be 
better than last year." 

With about six fewer shopping days 
because of Thanksgiving falling on 
Nov. 28, Robin said she thinks it's 
going to be a fast shopping season, 
going right down to the last couple of 

"We do anticipate the sales to be a 
smaller dollar value," she said, due to 
the state of the economy. "We think 
people will be buying less expensive 
items" 

"We're hoping for a robust season," 
said Thomas Eiden, manager of 
Richardson's Pharmacy on Ford Road, 
"but the economy always plays into it 
a little bit. Last year was not a stellar 
year." 

He said the fact that the automotive 
industry is not announcing big profit-
sharing checks might affect some 
Canton shoppers. 

"The economy is still sort of a ques-
tion mark," he said. "Hopefully we've 
seen the bottom side of things and 
things are going to start looking up." 

NEW COMPETITION 

Does Eiden think the opening of 
Sam's Club and Wal-Mart this fall will 
affect his sales? 

"Canton is growing and so are the 
number of merchants," he said. "The 
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Operation Christmas Child organizer Karen Williams carries donated gi f t packages for boys and 
girls to shipping boxes, along with other volunteers at NorthRidge Church Sunday. 

Shoeboxes offer holiday cheer 
BY BRAD KADRICH 

STAFF WRITER 

By Karen Williams' count, more 
than 6,000 youngsters in impover-
ished nations around the world have 
two things thanks to Operation 

Christmas Child: a Christinas present 
to open, and a better understanding of 
the true meaning of Christmas. 

Operation Christmas Child is an off-
shoot of Samaritan's Purse, the relief 
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R E C E P T I O N I S T 

f - t i m e . Of f ice expe r i ence 

a m u s t 

"We h i red someone, f r o m your ad-we'l l cali 
you again if we need help!" ' C., Dearborn 
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Focus on Wine 
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Township-wide car vandalism spree draws police attention THE LIBRARY 
DIP YOU KNOW 

Canton police are investigat-
ing 11 cases of malicious destruc-
tion of property that occurred in 
the late night and early morning 
hours of Nov. 22-23. 

All of the incidents involved 
parked cars. Reported damage 
includes slashed tires, smashed 
out rear windows and rearview 

range from $100 up to $1,000, 
according to police reports. 
Knives and blunt objects 
appear to be the instruments 
used in the cases. 

The incidents occurred all 
over Canton, from Morton 
Taylor and Joy roads in the 
north to Geddes and Beck 
roads in the south. It's unclear 
if all or any of the incidents are 
related, according to police. 

PICKY THIEVES 

A resident of the 6900 block 
of Camelot called police after 
he heard something outside his 
house about 8:30 p.m. Sunday 
and saw someone inside his car 
in the driveway. 

He said by the time he got 

COP CALLS 

ping CDs as they ran. In addi-
tion to the CDs he said his cell 
phone and garage door opener 
were missing. 

As police were investigating, 
they received another call from 

about someone breaking into 
cars. An investigation of that 
complaint led police to ques-
tion a teenage youth who 
admitted going into some 
unlocked cars while his friend 
served as a lookout. He said he 
dropped the CDs he didn't like. 

Police took both youths into cus-
tody, took them to the police sta-
tion where they gave written state-
ments, then turned them over to 
the custody of their parents. 

HOME BREAK-IN 

sliding door was open. 
The only thing she was cer-

tain was missing was a $20 bill 
that had been on the counter-
top earlier in the day. 

PHONE STOLEN 

A 17-year-old Canton youth 

police someone stole an ampli-
fier from his van sometime 
between 7 p.m. Nov. 20 and 
6:30 a.m. Nov. 21. 

He said they apparently 
entered the van through the 
rear hatch. 

Hie amplifier was valued at 
$600. Damage to the hatch was 
$50. 

• The library's Special 
Multimedia Collection about 
"Breast Cancer" on its Internet 
branch has just been extensively 
updated with the latest in 
resources and web links? 

• Apple trees take four to 
five years to produce their 
first fruits? 

NEW CDS 

• "The Angels Are Singing: A 
Women's Bluegrass Gospel 
Collection" 
• "Room To Breathe" - Delbe 
McCIinton 
• "Christmas" - Clay Walker 
• "It Won't Be Christmas 
Without You" - Brooks & Dm 
• "A Windham Hill Christina 

outside two suspects were run-
ning away from the car, 

A resident of the 500 block of 
Buckingham reported to police 
that when she returned home 
shortly after 4 p.m. Sunday, she 
noticed a window broken out of AMP STOLEN 
the house, where she was 
house-sitting for her brother. 

She said she then noticed the 

behind Jet's Pizza on Palmer. 
The incident occurred between 

noon and 8:45 p.m. Sunday. He 
said the car was unlocked. The 
phone was valued at $100. 

CAR DAMAGED 

A resident of the 6600 block 
ofWoonsocket reported some-
one damaged the roof of his car 
while it was parked at his 
home. Police found shoe prints 
on the roof. 

The damage occurred 
between midnight Saturday 
and 6:30 a.m. Sunday. Damage 
was estimated at $1,200. 

A resident of the 46000 
block of Geddes Road told 

EQUIPMENT STOLEN 

A North Umberland resident 
reported someone stole a snow 
thrower valued at $450 and a 
leaf blower valued at $70 from 
her garage between 5 p.m. Nov. 
17 and 1 p.m. Nov. 24. 

The said the side door of the 
garage may have been left 
unlocked. 

DOOR DAMAGED 

A resident of the 45400 block 
of Augusta Drive told police 
someone damaged his garage 
door between 11:30 p.m. 
Saturday and 8 a.m. Sunday. 

The damage occurred when 
someone threw a pumpkin at 
the door and dented it. Damage 
was estimated at $200. 

• Checkout counter scan-
ners may soon have aroma 
detectors tha t will identify 
every kind of produce to save 
the cashier time? 

• A 50/50 solution of white 
vinegar and warm water can 
easily clean gold jewelry and 
gemstones except opal; 
and emeralds? 

• The Canton Public Library 
had 2,335 children participate 
in our Summer Reading 
Program this past summer? 

WEB WATCH 

Check out these new Web 
sites: 
• www.earthobservatory.nasa.gov 
• www.americanbean.org 
S www.anthraxinvestigation.com 
• www.nursinghomealert.com 
• www.esl-lab.com 

* "WOW Christmas" 

NEW CD ROMS 

• "Microsoft Streets and TWp 
2 0 0 2 " 
• "Backyard Baseball 2003" 

7 and up) 

NEW VIDEOS AND DVDS 

• "Escanaba In Da Moonlight" (vide 
DVD) 
• "Monsoon Wedding" (video, DVO) 
• "Rififi" (video, DVD) 
• "Topkapi" (video, DVD) 
• "Two Bits" (video, DVD) 

@ the Canton Library is compiled by 
Laura Dorogi of the library staff. The 
library is at 1200 S. Canton Center. For 
more information about library program 
and services; call (734) 397-0999 or vi i 
our Web site at www.cantonpl.org. 
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a m m s i i i i t i w s 
. Book your Parties N O W / 

The BEST in the Area! 

FISSH 4S6t 
CHIPS 

Monday Night 

' F O ^ B A L L 
FREE 

BUFFET! 

A L L - Y O U - C A N - E A T 
fresh hand-dipped made to order fish, 
c o b slaw, French fries, roll and butter. 

; $ 8 . 9 5 
F r i d a y s 1 1 s m - S p m 

Starting at 9 pm 
$ 6 Pitchers 

$ a Domestic 
Bottles 

T h u r s d 

Ait Bay! 

LABA 
B l u e a n d 

Light 

$2*50 Bottle 

Sunday, Monday and 
Tuesday 

ALL DAI/! 
ALL MIGHT! 

Shark Club 
BOOMBAS 

HAPPY HOUR 
2 - 7 PM 

Monday-Fr iday 2-7 p.m. 

$ 2 . 5 0 2 2 « . 
Bud light • Miller Lite •Labatfs Blue 

4 2 0 7 0 
Ford Road 

a t LiSley 
SHARK 
CLUB 

FORD RD. 

( 7 3 4 ) 
8 4 4 - P O O L 

Club Hours 
11 am- 2 pm 
Kitchen Hours 
11 mm* 1 am 

Available 
o<ioeo4e»g-i 

mm 

Dr William Kelly DDS 
Practicing Quality 
Dentistry for over 

17 Years 

FAMILY DENTISTRY™ 

Announcing the Relocation 
of my 

Westland Office 
State-of- the-Art 

Fami ly -Cente red a n d Ca r ing 
Den ta l Excellence 

Evening and Weekend Appointments 
convenient Payment Plans-Senior Discount 
Cosmetic Bonding-TMJ (Jaw Pain Relief) 

Gentle, Private Practice Dentist 
Most Insurance Payment Plans Accepted 

On behalf of the entire staff of Cherry Hill Family 
Dentistry, I would like to invite you to visit our new 
office. We are proud of our office and the quality 

services that we provide. 

Teeth Whitening 
Only $65 
REGULARLY $395 

For New Patients Only with Cleaning and Exam 
•Brighten yellow teeth 

•Virtually eliminate coffee, tobacco, and tea stains. 

42448 C h e r r y Hill • C a n t o n p-: 
At the north west corner of Cherry Hill and Lilley 

734.844.1000 t. oeoaoaQsi® 

LA-Z-BOf 
Great Styles. Great Selection. 

Bring One Home For The Holidays! 
Shelby l iving Room G r o u p 
Perfect for Holiday entertaining,' 

- 1 0 3 9 

I 

smd m 

Save now on all the great styles 
that will make your home more 
comfortable this Holiday season! 

Casually Styled LA-Z-BOY 
High leg Lounger 

This rcclincr features stylish bentwood 
arms ,ind a comforting pillow hack to 
relax in. 

S89 

LA-Z-BOY 

Brine One 
Casually Styled LA-Z-BOY 
Ik- e i in si-Rt-s 11 h-c I is HI r 

This feciiiK'r makes a welcomed 
retreat at the ens! of a work day or for 
weekend relaxing. 

$599 

Sine* 19313 

m fine furniture 

Make Sure Your Little Elves Look 
Their Best This Holiday Season! 

Visit Growing Soles Children's Shoes 

Now Through D e c e m b e r s ! . 2002 and 

save 
A!i i t egu la r ) : v \ o u - : .nu 

D r c . s a n d 

Growing Soles features fine quality Stride Rite brand 
shoes in a wide variety of sizes and styles. Located at 

the corner of Ann Arbor Road and Sheldon in the 
Kroger Shopping Plaza (formerly Kobeck's Stride Rite) 

Now Open Thurs. Evenings Until 8pm 

New Sun. Hours: Noon~4pm thru Dec. 29, 2002 

s t id r i s e . 

44427 W. Ann Arbor Road • Plymouth 
7 3 4 - 4 5 9 - 1 0 7 0 

240 North Main Street • PLYMOUTH • (734) 459-1300 
M o n . , Thurs,, Fri. 10-9 • Tues., Wed., Sat. 10-6 • Sun. 1-5 

www.walkerbuzenberg.com • Sale ends 12-01-02 

Ann Arbor Road 

Plaza 1 
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Isbister students plant seeds of learning 
Hilton Garden 
teams with 

The fourth-grade classes of 
Adrienne Bodhar and James 
Buhro at Isbister Elementary 
school went digging in the dirt 
instead of hitting the books, 
with a boost from Hilton 
Garden Inn-Plymouth. 

With help from the Hilton 
Garden Inn "Pride 
Committee," students learned 
the basics of planting and car-
ing for an indoor flower and 
herb garden. Garden projects 
were created for the students 
in order to provide a sense of 
ownership and pride. Each 
student planted seeds in the 
garden, and each class was 
provided with a "garden jour-
nal" to record the growth 
process of the plants. 

"The kids are getting a 
chance to watch all these dif-
ferent plants grow," Bodnar 
said. "We're going to have to 
do some transplanting. It's 
been very nice." 

Hilton Garden Inn, with 
more than 145 hotels through-
out North America, are collec-
tively working with local 
schools in their communities 
to educate children about the 
many facets of gardening and 
its importance to the environ-
ment. 

"It ties in well with our 
fourth-grade curriculum," 
Bodnar said. "The kids have 
been very excited about it." 

The brand formed a rela-
tionship with the National 
Gardening Association to pro-
vide guidance and knowledge 
to hotel team members on 
how to start these gardens that 
provide a clear, hands-on 
approach that the students can 
enjoy. 

A Garden Education Bat was 
developed specifically for this 
community outreach cam-
paign. The Hilton Garden • 
Inn-Plymouth donated this 
package. 

"Our Hilton Garden Inn ' 
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Isbister Elementary School fourth-graders Rachel Cessna, from left , Alisha Atallah, L.J. Talton and Paco Viilarruel were among the students who got jour-
nals and other tools to learn about planting. 

'It ties in well with our 
f n i i r f h - n r a H o r i i r r i r i i i n m 
iUUi 111 yiQUv will I Ivlliillll* 

The kids have been very 
excited about it.' 
Adrienne Bodnar 
teacher, Isbister Elementary 

team members are dedicated 
and proud to give back to the 
community, and what a bet-
ter way than to plant the 
seeds of knowledge into the 
minds of today's youth," said 
Patrick Hixson, hotel general 
manager, " 
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Isbister fourth-
grader David 
Bohrnstedt, wi th 
shovel, transfers 
some soil to a 
pot as fellow 
students Dylan 
Regan, Shane 
Vahosky, Garrett 
Swinton and L, J. 
Talton prepare to 
do the same. 

Local teacher 
won't be 

in 
e-mail case 
BY TONY BRUSCATO 
STAFF WRITER 

A former Canton High School 
social studies teacher who was 
being investigated for allegedly 
sending inappropriate e-mails 
to a student earlier this year will 
not be charged with committing 
a crime. 

Canton police Sgt. Todd 
Mutchler said the Wayne 
County Prosecutor's Office 
decided there was insufficient 
evidence to charge Steve 
Mercatante for sending e-mails 
which reportedly "contained 
inappropriate comments and 
sexual innuendo" to an 18-year-
old student. 

Mercatante had been on paid 
leave from March 5 until about 
two weeks before the Board of 
Education accepted his resigna-
tion at the Oct. 8 meeting. 

According to a source familiar 
with the investigation, a friend 
of the girl told another teacher 
about the e-mails, who then 
contacted the administration. 

The student reportedly admit-
ted to receiving e-mails "num-
bering in the teens" and corre-
sponding with the teacher. 

Mercatante's classroom com-
puter was confiscated by Canton 
policej however, the e-mails 
reportedly had been deleted. 

Canton police admitted that 
since the alleged victim was 18, 
and the e-mails didn't contain 
illegal subject matter, it was dif-
ficult to prove a crime had been 
committed. 

Mercatante had been a 
teacher for more than three 
years. 

However, since he had not 
reached the four years needed 
for tenure, a school district 
official said they were going to 
recommend his contract not 
be renewed if Mercatante had 
not resigned. 

tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net 

{734)459-2700 
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M A R Q U E T T E H O U S E 
Assisted Living 

Our services include three meals 
daily, social and recreational 
activities, 24-hour emergency 
response, medication 
management, assistance 
with daily routines, 
housekeeping and a 
warm friendly staff 
dedicate to 

r hospitality & 
companionship. 

$ 500 00 

As low as 

* 6 2 ° ° a day! 

First Month's Rent 
Please present this coupon 

during your first visit. 
Offer good through 

1-31-03 

I 

"From the minute we first walked in the 
door, Marquette House felt like home. 

We shopped around, 
but nothing else came close. 

This has been a wonderful experience." 

Marvin Petsch and daughter Sue Katrich 

A D U L T 
D A Y C A R E 

NOW 
A V A I L A B L E ! 

Save At 

Sale Through Monday 12/02/02 

Call for Information on Respite/Temporary 
Short Term Stays as Well! 

36000 Campus Drive • Westland 
(off Marquette between Wayne Road & Newburgh) 

734-326-6537, 

Timberland 

unlisted 

ROCKPORT SKECHERS 

_Lv R E A C T I C 

For Men & Women • Laurel Park Place 
Located On Six Mile Road, Just One-quarter Mile East Of 1-275 In Livonia 

Phone #(734)-464-0177 
Selections Vary By Store! 

Observer Classifieds sell! Call 1 (800) 579-SELL 
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mailto:tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net
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PROGRAM 
FROM PAGE At 

came to the Plymouth 
Salvation Army in 1997-
Moritz is the director of social 
services for the Plymouth 
corps. 

"This time of year, there are 

for the holidays," said Moritz, 
who previously worked in the 
St. Louis area. "This year, 
we've got more clients because 
of the economic problems. 
There's just not enough 
money in the house. 
Hopefully, it makes 
Thanksgiving better to get 
some dinner." The baskets 
include rolls, stuffing, turkey, 
potatoes, a variety of vegeta-
bles, cranberries, juice and 
pie. The Salvation Army had 
to pay some $400 for turkeys, 
Moritz said, but the rest of the 
project is funded strictly 
through the generosity of the 
local community. 

That level of giving is 
impressive, according to 
Moritz. 

"It's huge, the most I've ever 
seen at any Salvation Army 
I've worked at," he said. 
"People here are very giving. 
They have good hearts, and 
they care about other people." 

C A N T O N 6 

PAUL HURSCHMAHNI 

Volunteers Mary Beth Hausman of Plymouth, lef t , Jean Stachura of Canton 
and Zack Wyatt of Plymouth, 12, fi l l boxes with canned goods as part of the 
Salvation Army's Thanksgiving meal donation program Monday at the Army's 
headquarters on Main Street in Plymouth. 

It takes the Army about a 
month to put the basket pro-
gram together. Donations 
come from individuals, from 
school groups, businesses, 
churches and other civic 
organizations. 

Spartan Foods donated the 
pies, other stores donated 
other food, and members of 
the Army's Advisory Board did 
the shopping. 

About a dozen people gath-
ered Monday and put the 150 

baskets together in a matter of 
hours. 

"We couldn't function with-
out the level of volunteerism 
we get," said Mai. Steve Hull, 
commander of the Plymouth 
Salvation Army. 

"That's one thing that sur-
prised me when I took this job 
two years ago. It's tremen-
dous." 

bkadrich@oe.homecomm.net 

(734) 459-2700 

Discover local food finds each Sunday In Taste 
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ministry of Franklin Graham, 
the Rev. Billy Graham's son. 
Williams, a member of 
NorthRidge Church, is the 
local coordinator of the mis-
sion, which sends Christmas 

:er to needy-children and - -
tries to bring home.what the 
group feels is the program's 
best feature: the message of 
Christ. Gifts are packed into 
shoe boxes for dissemina-
tion around the globe. 

NorthRidge again served 
as a collection point for the 
program, which this year 
saw 6,386 boxes donated by 
generous givers from around 
the area. 

"I'm ecstatic," said 
Williams. "That's 6,000 
children who are going to 
get a little taste of 
Christmas, and they're going 
to get to find out what 
Christmas is about by learn-
ing, from our perspective, 
the true meaning of 
Christmas. I'm very, very 
happy." 

This year's total is up sub-
stantially from last year, 
when the church packed 
about 4,450 boxes. 

On Sunday night, some 24 
volunteers spent hours 
packing the boxes for the 
trip to Minneapolis, Minn., 
Operation Christmas Child's 
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Spring into 
a great rate! 
New windows, a fresh coat of paint, that addition you've 

been talking about? Let Community Federal make them 

possible with a great rate on a home equity line of credit. 

Visit your local office, call one of us at (734) 453-1200 or 

(877) 937-2328 or visit us on-line at www.cfcu.org to 

find out how you can take advantage of this outstanding rate. 

If you live or work in Plymouth, Canton, 

Northville or Novi you can belong. 

C A ) m m u n i r y 
k \ l e r ; i l 

AT YOUR SERVICE, 
IN YOUR COMMUNITY. 

(734) 453-1200 or (877) 937-2328 

www.cfcu.org 

The above rate (Prime Rate as published In the Wall Street Journal -.25%) Is based upon loan 
amounts of $25,000 or more with a loan to value (LTV) of 80% or less and assumes the discount, 
of .25% received when payments are automatically deducted from a Community Federal, 
checking account Actual rats will be determined by LTV and the amount borrowed. Maximum 
rate 18%. Minimum rate 4%. A $200.00 cancellation fee Is charged to all accounts closed 
within the first 24 months. The annua! fee ofSSO.OO is waived for the first year, and on all 
accounts with balances of $20,000 or more. Information subject to changer Csl? Equal. 
Opportunity Lender. NCUA - Your savings federally insured to $100,000 by the National Credit 
Union Administration, a U.S. Government Agency. ©2002 Community Federal Credit Union 
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Volunteers f i l l boxes with donated gi f t packages for boys and girls at North 
Ridge Church Sunday as part of Operation Christmas Child. 

regional distribution point. 
From there, the boxes 

travel to John F. Kennedy 
Airport in New York; after 
that, it's the eagerly waiting 
arms of children. 

"The idea is to give kids a 
Christmas, because it's the 
only gift they might ever 
get," Williams said. 

Williams said she'd 
expected around 5,000 
boxes, and was pleasantly 
surprised when they started 
flowing in. They came from 
Novi and Farmington Hills, 
from Garden City and 
Westland, from Plymouth 
and Canton. 

"They came from all over," 

Williams said. "There's not 
just one geographic area 
we're getting them from; 
they came from everywhere." 

She said the volunteers 
got the boxes packed for 
their journey to Minneapolis 
in about three hours, not 
counting time out for pizza. 

"I don't think they 
thought they could get it 
packed that quickly," 
Williams said with a laugh. 

"I was expecting 5,000 
boxes, maybe 5,500.1 wasn't 
expecting this. It really blew 
my mind." 

bkadrich@oe.homecomm.net 

{734)459-2700 

OBITUARIES 
Daniel J. Waldecker 

Services for Daniel 
Waldecker, 72, of Plymouth 
were held Nov. 18 at the 
Vermeulen Funeral Home 
with the Rev. William C. 
Moore officiating. -

Mr. Waldecker was born 
Oct. 5,1930 in Detroit and 
died Nov. 14 at home. He was 
a resident of Livonia for 18 
years and Plymouth for 27 
years. He was a graduate of 
St Cecille's High School. He 
was a staff sergeant in the 
National Guard during the 
Korean War. He was founder 
and president of Waldecker 
Equipment Co.; a member of 
the Board of Directors of 
Material Handling 
Equipment Distributors, 
Assoc.; past President of the 
Livonia Rotary Club. His 
hobbies included flying radio-
controlled airplanes, boating 
and golf. He attended Trinity 
Presbyterian Church. 

Mr. Waldecker was preced-

ed in death by his daughter, 
Debra J. Bigwood. 

Survivors include wife, 
Mary Lou Waldecker of 
Plymouth; daughters, Ann 
(Gary) Zubok of Livonia, 
Lynn Marie Waldecker of 
Livonia, and Patricia Lee 
(Daniel) Murray of Livonia; 
sons, Daniel J. (Jill) 
Waldecker of Livonia, Brad 
D. Kerr of Bandstown, Ky., 
and Brian Kerr of Dallas, 
Texas; sister, Bernice 
Crocker; granddaughters, 
Kaitlin Waldecker, Michelle 
Waldecker, and Erin Grace 
Murray; and grandson, 
Patrick S. Murray. 

Memorial contributions 
may be made to Trinity ; 
Presbyterian Church 
Building Fund, 10101 Ann 
Arbor Rd., Plymouth, MI. 
48170 or the Angela Hospice, 
14100 Newburg Road, 
Livonia, MI. 48154-5010. 

Arrangements made by 
Vermeulen Funeral Home. 
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• Ladies clothing and accessories 
• Children's clothing, toys & furniture 
• Maternity wear 
• Home decor & furniture pieces 

( i r e a t S e l e c t i o n 

of O u t e r w e a r , 

Coats & B o o t s ! 

W. Eight Mile Road • 248-442-8568 
1/4 block W. of Farmington Road. m 

£ ^ mr through kt/nier id 
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E x t r a 5 % o U f o r 
C a s h P a \ i 

C u s t o n s e i s 

• Earrings • b 
• Pearls • Pendants 

• GoldQiaimt? 
Bracelets • Rings 

* Charms 
• Diamond Tennis 

Bracek^ 
• CobredS *• o 

Plymouth • Canton • Nor thv i l le • Novi 

MutiufctLturers of Fine Jewelry Since 1944 
Graduate Gemoiogisr, Donald £. Bush 

509 Ann. Arbor Trail » Between Liiley & Main Street 
Plymouth * 734.455.3030 • Ample Parking 
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OPEN EARLY FRIDAY 6 : 0 0 A M UNTIL 10:00 PM 

AFTERTHA 
50.00 PARISIAN 

GIFT CERTIFICATES GIVEN 
AWAY ALL 

DRAWINGS WILL TAKE PLACE UNTIL NOON 

IN EACH STORE! Y O U ' L L B E A U T O M A T I C A L L Y R E G I S T E R E D 

TO W I N W H E N Y O U E N T E R T H E S T O R E . M U S T B E P R E S E N T TO W I N . 

M NK COAT 
EMERIL LAGASSE 

CHRISTMAS COOKBOOK 
5 4 - NC FEMALE MINK COAT 

W TH A PURCHASE OF 5 0 . 0 0 OR MORE 
V A L U E D AT 2 4 . 0 0 . M K C S U M I I 

6:00 AM TO NOON 0 

LADIES' 
DOORBUSTER 502 OFF 
Flannel pants and skirts from Parisian Signature. 
Reg. 72.00, doorbuster 36.00, after doorbuster 
price 39.99. IN LADIES1 SPORTSWEAR. 

DOORBUSTER SOX OFF 
Novelty sweaters from Ambra, Joseph A and 
Jeanne Pierre. Reg. 40.00-82.00, doorbuster 
20.00-41.00, after doorbuster price. 28.00-57.40. 
IN LADIES' SPORTSWEAR, SELECTION VARIES BY STORE, 

DOORBUSTER 502 OFF 
Holiday separates from Parisian Signature, Ishyu, 
Temptation and ECI. Reg. 36.00-110.00, door-
buster 18.00-55.00, after doorbuster price 19,99-
79.99. IN LADIES' SPORTSWEAR. SELECTION VARIES B¥ STORE. 

DOORBUSTER 29.99 
Holiday sweaters and vests from Ambra. Reg. 44,00-

doorbuster 29.99, after doorbuster price 
1 LADIES' SPORTSWEAR. SELECTION VARIES BY STORE. 

j r / V / o OFF AND MORE 
O U D O O R B U S T E R S 

DOORBUSTER 179.99 Great selection 
of ladies' leather jackets, including blazers, scuba-
style and more. Orig. 325.00-395.00, doorbuster 
179.99, after doorbuster price 199.99. IN LADIES' 

SPORTSWEAR, SELECTION VARIES BY STORE, 

DOORBUSTER 502 OFF 
Novelty sweaters from Ambra and Rafaella for 
petites and Parisian Woman. Reg. 34.00-54.00, 
doorbuster 17.00-27.00, after doorbuster price 
20.40-32.40. IN PETITES AND PARISIAN WOMAN. 

DOORBUSTER 50% OFF 
Selected famous-maker career and casual separates 
for petites and Parisian Woman. Reg. 36.00-170.00, 
doorbuster 18.00-86.00, after doorbuster price 
21.60-102.00. • IN PETITES AND PARISIAN WOMAN. 

DOORBUSTER 502 OFF 
Entire stock of junior active separates from Ocean 
Pacific, Big Flirt and Energie. Reg. 20.00-68.00, 
doorbuster 10.00-34.80, after doorbuster 
price 12.00-40.00. IN JUNIORS. 

DOORBUSTER 99.99 
Great selection of ladies' suits, Orig. 229.00-
doorbuster 99.99, after doorbuster price 
114.50-149.00. 

DOORBUSTER 502 OFF 
Microsuede big shirts in a great selection of fall colors. 
Reg. 40.00, doorbuster 19.99, after doorbuster 
price 24.99. IN LADIES' SPORTSWEAR, 

DOORBUSTER 502 OFF 
Large selection of novelty pants and skirts from relativity. 
Reg. 40.00-48.00, doorbuster 20.00-24.00, 
after doorbuster price 29.99. IN LADIES- SPORTSWEAR. 

DOORBUSTER 502 OFF 
Large selection of relativity sweaters in striped, marled 
and cable styles. Reg. 40.00, doorbuster 20.00, 
after doorbuster price 24.99-29.99. m LADIES' SPORTSWEAR, 

INTIMATE APPAREL 
DOORBUSTER 502 OFF 
Parisian Intimates satin pajamas, robes and gowns. 
Reg. 32.00-68.00, doorbuster 16.00-34.00, 
after doorbuster price 19.20-40.80. IN INTIMATE APPAREL. 

DOORBUSTER 502 OFF 
Cotton knit pajamas and gowns-from Carole 
Hochman and more. Reg. 28.00-60.00, doorbuster 
14.00-30.00, after doorbuster price 16.80-36.00. 
IN INTIMATE APPAREL.. 

DOORBUSTER 502 OFF 
Entire stock of terry veiour, fleece and brushed terry 
robes from Parisian Intimates. Reg. 44.00-72.00, 
doorbuster 22.00-36.00, after doorbuster price 
29.99-49.99. IN INTIMATE APPAREL. 

DOORBUSTER 502 OFF 
Cypress robes in baby velvet, bunny fleece 
and more. Reg. 54.00, doorbuster 27.00, 
after doorbuster price 39.99. IN INTIMATE APPAREL. 

DOORBUSTER 502 OFF 
Entire stock of flannel pants, and flannel and 
cotton sieepshirts. Reg, 24.00-34.00, doorbuster 
12.00-17.00, after doorbuster price 17.99-19.99. 
IN INTIMATE APPAREL. 

DOORBUSTER 502 OFF 
Entire stock of bras from Vanity Fair, Bali and Olga. 
Reg. 24.00-29.50, doorbuster 12.00-14.75, 
after doorbuster price 14.40-17.70. IN INTIMATE APPAREL.. 

ACCESSORIES 
DOORBUSTER FREE GIFT 
Get a ruby' cross free with any 35.00 jewelry purchase! 
A 40.00 value, IN ACCESSORIES, WHILE SUPPLIES LAST. 

•CREATED RUBY, 

DOORBUSTER 502 OFF 
Entire stock of ladies' cold weather accessories. 
Reg. 14.00-76.00, doorbuster 7.00-38.00, 
after doorbuster price 10.50-57.00. IN ACCESSORIES: 

DOORBUSTER 502 OFF 
Large selection of handbags. Reg. 85.00-250.00, 
doorbuster 42.50-125.00, after doorbuster 
price 51.00-150.00. IN HANDBAGS. 

DOORBUSTER 502 OFF 
Large selection of boxed leather wallets. 
Reg. 30.00-36.00, doorbuster 15.00-18.00, 
after doorbuster price 19.99. IN ACCESSORIES. 

DOORBUSTER 502 OFF 
Large selection of fashion jewelry. 
Reg. 20.00-200.00, doorbuster 10.00-100.00, 
after doorbuster price 14.00-140.00. IN JEWELRY. 

DOORBUSTER 602 OFF 
Barse sterling silver. Reg. 20.00-520.00, 
doorbuster 8.00-208.00, after doorbuster 
price 10.00-260,00. IN JEWELRY. 

DOORBUSTER 15.99 
Sterling silver boxed jewelry. Reg. 40.00, doorbuster 
15.99, after doorbuster price 19.99. IN JEWELRY. 

DOORBUSTER 29.99 
Large selection offamous-maker watches. 
Reg. 55.00-135.00, doorbuster 29.99, 
after doorbusterprice41.25-101.25. IN JEWELRY. 

DOORBUSTER 502 OFF 
Large selection of famous-maker slippers. 
Reg. 16.00-24.00, doorbuster 8.00-12.00, 
after doorbuster price 12.00-18.00. IN ACCESSORIES, 

SHOES 
DOORBUSTER 602 OFF 
Large selection of ladies' boots from Nine 
Enzo, Rampage, relativity, Parisian Signature and 
Steve Madden. Reg. 59.00-130.00, doorbuster 
23.60-52.00, after doorbuster price 29.50-65.00. 
IN WOMEN'S SHOES. 

DOORBUSTER 502 OFF 
Great selection of ladies' boots and shoes from 
Nine West, Enzo, Candle's, White Mountain, 
Naturalizer and more. Reg. 49.00-129.00, 
doorbuster 24.50*64.50, after doorbuster 
price 29.40-77.40. IN WOMEN'S SHOES. , 

DOORBUSTER 502 OFF 
Selected Donald J Pliner ladies' boots and shoes. 
Reg. 140.00-280.00, doorbuster 70.00-140.00, 
after doorbuster price 98.00-196.00. IN WOMEN'S SHOES. 

SELECTION VARIES BY STORE. 

DOORBUSTER 502 OFF 
Selected ladies' designer shoes and boots from 
Sesto Meucci, Via Spiga, Cole Haan, Coach, Bebe, 
Anne Klein New York, BCBG, Hype, Phyllis Poland, 
Martinez Valero and more, Reg. 110.00-145,00, 
doorbuster 55.00-72.50, after doorbuster price 
66.00-87.00. IN WOMEN'S SHOES, SELECTION VARIES BY STORE. 

DOORBUSTER 602 OFF 
Large selection of boys' and girls' shoes and boots 
from Esprit, Stride Rite, Parisian Kids and more. 
Reg. 40.00-50.00, doorbuster 9.60-12.00, after 
doorbuster price 18.00-25.00. IN CHILDREN'S SHOES. 

DOORBUSTER 502 OFF 
Large selection of men's shoes from Clarks, 
Timberland, Johnston & Murphy and more. 
Reg, 75.00-148.00, doorbuster 37.50-74.00, 
after doorbuster price 45.00-88.00. IN MENS SHOES. 

MEN'S 
DOORBUSTER 24.9f-29.99 
Preswick & Moore dress slacks. Reg. 54.00-
doorbuster 24.99-29.99, after doorbuster p 
34,99-39.99. IN MEN S. 

DOORBUSTER 19.99 
Savane laundered twill pants. Reg, 42.00, door 
buster 19.99, after doorbuster price 24.99. IN 

DOORBUSTER 159.99 
Leather jackets from Preswick & Moore and 
Perry Ellis. Reg. 395.00, doorbuster 159.99, 
after doorbuster price 179.99. IN MEN'S. 

DOORBUSTER 99.99 
Leather jackets from William Barry. Reg. 300.00, 
doorbuster 99.99, after doorbuster price 129.99. 
IN MEN'S. 

DOORBUSTER 502 OFF 
Entire stock of sweaters from Preswick & Moore 
and Cezani. Orig. 48.00-54.00, doorbuster 24.00-
27.00, after doorbuster price 28.80-32.40, IN MENS. 

DOORBUSTER 14.99 
Great selection of Preswick & Moore woven sport 
shirts. Reg. 34.00, doorbuster 14.99, after 
doorbuster price 17.99. IN MEN'S, 

DOORBUSTER 502 OFF 
Fall fashion sport coats. Reg. 350.00-450.00, 
doorbuster 175.00-225.00, after 
doorbuster price 210.00-270.00; IN MEN'S. 

DOORBUSTER 502 OFF 
Fall patterned trousers from famous makers. 
Reg. 125.00, doorbuster 62,50, 
after doorbuster price 75.00. IN MEN'S. 

CHILDREN'S ' 
DOORBUSTER 502 OFF 
Entire stock of Buffalo jeans. Reg. 22.00-48.00, 
doorbuster 11.00-24.00, after doorbuster price 
14.99-48.00. IN CHILDREN'S. 

DOORBUSTER 502 OFF 
Selected sleepwear, slippers and robes from Carter's, 
Jonathon Martin, Parisian Kids, Mudd and more. 
Reg. 10.00-36.00, doorbuster 5.00-18.00, 
after doorbuster price 6.00-21.60, IN CHILDREN'S. 

DOORBUSTER 502 OFF 
Selected boys' and girls' outerwear from Hype, 
London Fog, Parisian Beb6, Goodlad, Weatherproof 
and Nicky Jay. Reg. 24.0W25.00, doorbuster 
12.00-62.50, after doorbuster price 14.40-75.00. 
IN CHILDREN'S. 

DOORBUSTER 502 OFF 
Holiday dresswear from Parisian Beb6, Goodlad, 
Baby Togs, Bonnie Jean, Hype and more. 
Reg. 25.00-82.00, doorbuster 12.50-41.00, 
after doorbuster price 15.00-49.20. IN CHILDREN'S. 

DOORBUSTER 11.99 
Novelty tops for girls from Great Escape. 
Reg. 24.00-32.00, doorbuster 11.99, 

price 14.99. IN CHILDREN'S. 

DOORBUSTER 502 OFF 
Selected boys' and girls' sweaters from PK Clothing, 
Parisian Beb6, Baby Needs, Tiara and CXS-21. 
Reg. 18.00-32,00, doorbuster 9.00-16.00, 
after doorbuster price 10.80-19.20. IN CHILDREN'S. 

DOORBUSTER 502 OFF 
Play sels from Parisian BebS and Parisian Kids. 
Reg. 24.00-40.00, doorbuster 12.00-20.00, 
after doorbuster price 1 4 . 4 0 - 2 4 . 0 0 . IN CHILDREN'S. 

DOORBUSTER 502 OFF 
Selected OshKosh items, Reg. 14.50-39.50, 
doorbuster 7.25-19.75, after doorbuster price 
8.70-23.70. IN CHILDREN'S. 

DOORBUSTER 9.99 Parisian Beb6 
jogging sels. Reg. 22.00, doorbuster 9.99, 
after doorbuster price 12.99. IN CHILDREN'S. 

GIFTS 
DOORBUSTER 7.99 l y m p i c 

YOU'RE SOMEBODY SPECIAL 

7" crystal hurricane, Reg. 20.00, doorbuster 7.99, 
after doorbuster price 9.99. IN GIFTS. 

DOORBUSTER 15.99 
Your choice of Gorham Lady Anne crystal hurricane 
or footed cake plate. Reg. 36.00, doorbuster 
15.99, after doorbuster price 19.99. IN GIFTS. 

DOORBUSTER 502 OFF 
Entire collection of Burnes frames. Reg. 7.00-57.00, 
doorbuster 3.50-28.50, after doorbuster price 
4.20-34.20. IN GIFTS. 
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FRIDAY ONLY TAKE AN EXTRA 50% OFF RE MERCHANDISE! 
•EXCLUDES MEN'S SUITS. 

TO ORDER ANYTIME, CALL 1-800-424-8165. MONDAY THRU SATURDAY, 9:00 AM T010£0 PM CST, AND SUNDAY, 11:00 AM TO 7:00 PM CST. STORE HOURS: The Village of Rochester Hills (248) 276-6705 and 
Laurei Park Place (734) 953-7500 closed Thanksgiving Day, open Fri. 6-10, Sat. 9-10 and Sun. 11-7. CHARGE Parisian Credit Card, MasterCard, Visa, the American E-xpnass® Card or Discover®. LOCATED 

AT THE VILLAGE OF ROCHESTER HILLS, CORNER OF NORTH ADAMS ROAD AND WAUON STREET̂  AND LAURS. PARK PLACE IN UVONIA. CORNS? OF NEWBURGH ROAD AND SIX MILE ROAD. 
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LIMITED TIME ONLYI....HQUDAY MONEY ENDS SUNDAY, DECEMBER 1st. 

{ 

$20 
$ I O O F F N F M N S F TOTAL 

OP P ANY. MERCHANDISE TOTAL I i 0F$100 0RM0RE 

! ANY MERCHANDISE TOTAL 
OF $150 OR MORE 

PLUS $10 OFF EACH ADDITIONAL $50 MERCHANDISE PURCHASE OVER $200 
$ 3 0 OFF 

ONIA 
NEWBURGH PLAZA 

expires isni/sao2 10 20 30! 

$10 OFF ANYMERCHMDISE J0TAL 

$ 2 0 OFF 
$ 3 0 OFF 

OF$SO OR MORE 
ANY MERCHANDISE TOTAL 
OF $100 OR MORE 

ANY MERCHANDISE TOTAL 
OF $150 OR MORE 

CHOOSE FROM OUR ENTIRE STOCK OF 
MEN'S AND WOMEN'S 

FALL AND WINTER FASHIONS 

* o -

UVONIA 
NEWBURGH PLAZA 

37205 WEST SIX MILE 
AT NEWBURGH ROAD 

734-591-9244 

OPEN MONDAY THRU FRIDAY 10am to 9pm 
SATURDAY 10am to 7pm SUNDAY NOON to 5pm 

-HOLIDAY MONEY'NGTmmii^^^mm^m003 MERCHANDISE OR 

LOTS OF BOTTLES 

The Canton Quest 93 Open 
girls soccer team held a bottle 
drive this month to raise 
money for the Canton 
Goodfellows. They presented 
Goodfellows President Nancy 

at the team's Nov. 16 game at 
High Velocity Sports, 

The folks at Holiday Market 
pitched in and took all the bot-
tles and cans. 

TOPS FOR WORKERS 

Spring Engineering of 
Canton was named one of 
metro Detroit's 101 Best and 
Brightest Companies to Work 
For in an annual survey spon-
sored by the Michigan 
Business and Professional 
Association. 

The local employer was cited 
with the Employee 
Communication and 
Recognition Elite Award. • 

Those on the list also 
excelled in recruitment and 
retention; compensation and 
benefits; training and educa-
tion; employee motivation and 

CANTON CONNECTION 

enthusiasm; community initia-
tives; strategic planning sand 
integration; diversity and mul-
ticulturalism; and work/life 
balance. 

IT'S SHOWTIME 

and new tunes opens Friday at 
the Marquis Theatre in down-
town Northville. 

Performances of "Christmas 
on Main Street" are 7 p.m. 
Fridays and Saturdays through 
Dec. 21. 

For tickets or information, 
call the theater, (248) 349-
8110. 

COP ON CABLE 

The Canton Police 
Department will be featured 
on a German cable television 
network in January. 

The German crew for 
"Autopsy: Mysterious Cases of 
Death," was in Canton recently 
to review two infamous murder 
cases from the 1980s and 
1990s. 

The show delved into the 
lyburski murder and Solomon 

manslaughter cases. 
"We videotaped for about 

nine hours, interviewing, going 
through old evidence from the 
cases," said Canton Police Sgt. 
Rick Pomorski. 

Leonard lyburski killed his 
wife in the late 1980s and then 

in a basement 
freezer until it was discovered 
several years later by a family 
member. 

Linda Solomon was convict-
ed in the mid-1990s of 
manslaughter in the death of 
her 6-year-old daughter, 
Chelsea, 

The case involved 
Munchausen Syndrome by 
Proxy, a disease where an adult 
will intentionally and repeat-
edly injure a child and then 
seek medical attention. 

STUDENT HONORS 

Joshua Belfiore of Canton 
has been named to the Honor 
Roll at Canterbury School in 
New Milford, Conn. 

Belfiore is a freshman at the 
co-ed Catholic prep school. He 
is the son of Robert and Cinzia 
Belfiore of Canton. 

Discover local food finds each Sunday in Taste 

Long Term Care Insurance1 Isn't Just for 
Nursing Homes Any More. , 
GE's Long Term Care Division has observed, in its 25+ years experience, 
that a nursing home usually is the last choice for most people who need 
long term care. With GE Long Term Care Choicem, your first option is 
home care with no waiting period. Clients can also qualify for Preferred 
Health and Couples Discounts of up to 35%. 

For more information on GE Long Term Care Choice, please call me: 

Rhonda Kotzen, MSPT 
Senior Long Term Care 

Insurance Advisor 

248-471-0396 

Long Term Care Insurance 
We bring good things to life. 

NS1B286 9/200! 

1 Products underwritten by General Electric Capital Assurance Company, 
and in New York, by GE Capital Life Assurance Company of New York. 

Policy series 7035 and in New York 51010. 
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Super 
Buy! 

Meade 
60AZ 

Astro Telescope 

Reg. s109 
60mm altazimuth, metal tube 

with tripod, 
coated lens, 2 eyepieces, 

astronomy software 
included. Model 60AZ. 
Limit 1 60 to sell 

Fuji Finepix 2650 Digital Camera 

1 9 9 < 
2.0 effective megapixels, 3x optical zoom lens, PC-cam 
and movie modes, includes 16MB xD picture card, 
requires only 2 AA batteries. 

Affray Appliance 
, Photo and Sound 

Dearborn 
20219 Carlysle 
313-274-9500 

AMtDA. 

OIYM*»U© 
D 5-U&SS 

Canon Canon 

1 / 2 „ff 

Olympus D550 Zoom Digital Camera 

299 95 

Canon Elph Shades Point & Shoot 
Glacier or Sunshine. 20 to sell. 

Your choice: 

3.0 megapixel with 10 power digital zoom, 

nect, Windows XP compatible. 
• auto con-

Canon U.S.A., 
Inc. Limited 

Warranty. 

$ ' 

Canon 8 x 25 Image Stabilizer 
Binoculars 

Y o « p a y
$ 3 2 9 " 

Less Canon cash back~$300 0 

195 
Final cost -• 

The Smallest and lightest IS binocular ever produced! 
Built-in Tilt-System image stabilizer, advanced optical 

design. 
Canon U.S.A., Inc. Limited Warranty. 

Nikon 

Nikon U.S.A., Inc. 
Limited Warranty 

EPSON 

Includes 1-
year warranty 

Epson Stylus Photo 
825 Inkjet Photo 

Printer 
Built-in PCMCIA card reader and PC-card adapters, pro-
duce long-lasting photos which can resist fading up to 25 
years, easy-to-use control panel, includes EPSON software™ 
Film Factory", ArcSoft Photoimpression 3.0 and a Rl.M. 
plug-in for Adobe' Photoshop* 7.0. ' 

Prices good thru 1213102 

$ 199' Nikon N65 Zoom Kit 
;289 9 5 

Holidays 

2 0 % 

After '70 in mail-in rebates & savings 
Lightweight, compact, 5 shooting modes, complete selec-
tion of exposure modes, smart light metering. 

off 

Photo and Video Tripods 
Many styles and brand names. Excludes Gitzo Tripods 

and heads. 

Adray Camera 
Canton 

1693 N. Canton Center 
. 734-844-9500 

C a m e r a s ' F i l m "Video •Film Processing • Digital 

www.adraycamera.com 

Adray Camera 

1905 E. Big Beaver 
248-689-9500 

http://www.observerandeccentric.com
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PARADE * 
FROM PAGE A1 

a suit, Fred said he had a job 
for me," said Dibble. "Now that 
I think of it, Fred got another 

, sale because I needed a blue 
suit to be part of it." 

The blue suit, with a white 
iirt-and-redastriped-

become the group's trademark. 
Along with the burgundy-col-
ored briefcase, of course. 

Every year the Briefcase 
Drill Team receives an invita-
tion from The Parade 
Company to be a part of 
Detroit's Thanksgiving Day 
tradition. 

"We select specialty groups 
that form a wide variety of 

entertainment, and there's 
nothing quite like them. They 
are one of a kind" said 
Jennifer Wells, director of 
communications for The 
Parade Company. "They are 
great entertainers, and they 
always put on a fabulous per-
formance. It wouldn't be a 
parade without them." 

Township, who has been with 
Hill's group since 1990, doesn't 
like to think of the Briefcase 
Drill Team as a tradition, 

"It's kind of like a shtick, and 
a chance to be with the guys 
and have some camaraderie," 
said Peters. "I always tell the 
guys we shouldn't take our-
selves too seriously or it won't 

anymore." 

Peters admits to getting 
"pumped up" by the crowd 
along the parade route. 
However, Hill is quick to put 
them in their place. 

"Fred will get in your face if 
you smile, so sometimes you 
have to bite your tongue," said 
Peters. "For the most part, 
though, you are concentrating 

Fred's commands. 
"I concentrate hard on Chris 

Petersen, whose been in front 
of me the past 10 years, to 
make sure I perform the right 
moves. I can tell you how-
many gray hairs he has," 
Peters joked. 

The drill team practiced last 
Sunday, the first time they've 
been together since the Fourth 

of July parade. 
"We need practice 

remember "left, right, left, 
right, left, " said Fred Hill. 
"Look at what I 
with... lots of lawyers and a 
judge. We need to learn to turn 
all at the same time, or we'll 
hurt each other." 

Dibble said he's a bit sur-

for as long as it has. 
"It started initially as a fun 

and goofy idea, a spoof on Wall 
Street, and ourselves, at the 
time," he said. "Who would 
have known we'd be still 
around, with people still want-
ing more?" 

tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net 

(734)459-2700 

PAULHUfiSCHMANN! 

Fred "The General" Hill laughs during a rehearsal Sunday night for the Briefcase 
Drill Team's upcoming performance in the Detroit Thanksgiving Day Parade. 

RETAILERS 
FROM PAGE A1 

pie is only so big. "There's only 
so many retail dollars to be 
spent and any new retailer will 
take some of the'dollars away." 

But he's not worried. 
"We've been here for a long 

time and plan on being here 
for a long time in the future," 
he said. 

A mile away, at the 
Sunny daze Hallmark store on 
Ford at Sheldon, manager 
Kathy Raycraft was already 
busy on Monday. 

"We're trying to get ready for 
the Thanksgiving Day-after 
sale," she said, "I'm just hoping 
for the best this year." 

Adray Camera at Ford and 
Canton Center, a relative new-
comer to the Canton commu-
nity, is expecting a lot of shop-
pers. 

"I think the camera store is 
going to have a great season 
there," said Scott Duthie, cam-
era division district manager 
for the Dearborn-based com-
pany. "A lot of our customers 
have always driven in to 
Dearborn from Canton for 
photo supplies. Now they don't 
have to drive so far." 

; He said the large superstores 
haven't affected Adray s busi-

"They love photography. We 
get customers that really want 
to know how the equipment 
works and we can explain it to 
them." 

Another Dearborn-based 
company with a Canton con-
nection, Dearborn Music, is a 
bit more cautious in its out-

20-percent increase in sales 
over last year. 

"If you're selling appliances 
or cars it maybe down" he 
said. "But when it comes to the 
holidays, people aren't going to 
skimp on a big feast. I've 
already bumped my prime rib 
orders up 20 percent over last 

The company moved its 
Canton store about a month 
ago from the center at Ford 
and Lilley to the Kroger center 
at Ford and Canton Center. 

Co-owner Rick Leannais 
said because of the move it's a 
little hard to get a gauge on 
what to expect, 

"At our Dearborn store I 
think business is going to be 
up," he said. "The first week 
after Thanksgiving has tradi-
tionally been the slowest. "I 
think shoppers will be coming 
out much quicker than they 
have in the past. They only 
have 25 shopping days.". 

FOOD STILL RULES 

But at Holiday Market on 
Lilley and Cherry Hill, owner 
John Pardington is expecting a 
big season. 

"Just based on the 
groundswell I see already, I 
think it's going to be huge," he 

And he attributes it to what 
he sees as the American char-
acter. ; 

"As tragic as things are in the 
world," he said, "Americans are 
the type of people who are not 
going to sit down at festive 
occasions and eat Wonder 
Bread and pork and beans. 
We're a great country and we're 
going to celebrate festive occa-
sions." 

jgladde'n@oe,homecomm.net j (734) 459-2700 

: "Our salespeople are usual! 
hobbyists themselves," 1 "r id. 

While he said he had heard 
from other retailers that the 
last month and a hajfhave 
been rough, he's expecting a 
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Preparing Young Men For Success 
Cathol ic Centra School 

'Teaching Goodness, Discipline, and Knowledge for Over 75 Years" 

Placement Test 
SaMay, 

December 7,2002 
7:45-11:30 a.m. 

call 313-534-1310 
2001-2002 

C a t h o l i c C e n t r a l 
Established 1928 by the Basilian Fathers 

14200 Breakfast Dr. • Bedford, Ml 48239 
www.catholiccentral.net 

Location: Exit 177, Inkster Road, off 1-96; North on Inkster 
to Lyndon; Right on Lyndon to Breakfast Drive; 

Right on Breakfast Drive 

31 National Merit Scholars 
157 Michigan Merit Award Winners 

14 Michigan Math Competition finalists 
13 National French Medalists 

8 Scholastic Art Award Winners 
Quiz Bowl State Championship 

#2 Ranked Symphonic Band 
Cross Country State Championship 

Football State Championship 
Hockey State Championship 
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is coming back to 
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Kid's Eat FREE with Santa!* 
Every Child 

Ue€eives A Gift From Santa! 
'One Child Per Adult Entree 

1020 W. Ann Arbor Road 
Plymouth 
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G E T Y O U R S ! I h r i s t m a s 
MAKE IT A FAMILY 
OUTING! 

Bring the entire family and 
visit our winter activities 
while you select your 
tree and fresh greens. 
Saturday and 
Sunday 11-3, 
• FREE Pictures with 

Santa 
• Petting Farm 

»Cider and Donuts 

• Hayrides • Campfire 

LIFELIKE TREES 
25-50% OFF 
Huge selection of styles and 
heights, including pre-lit trees. 
Quality, well constructed trees, 

7 1/2' LIFELIKE FRASER FIR 
REG. $249 NOW Just $186.75 
Hooked branches 
for easy 

• • H 

w a s 

* P r m i t t m F i rs 
- Ftps ft cut tree in store cotipov 

«" Cus tom / l o c k i n g a v a i l a b l e 

18" BALSAM FIR WREATH 
$7.99 • REG. $10.99 

734-453-5500 
www.plymouthnursery.net 

HOLIDAY HOURS: 

Mon-Fri 9-8 4 Sat 9-6 4 Sun 10-6 

Offers Expire 1 2 / 4 / 0 2 

P D f T V I O U T H 
N U R S E R Y 
Christmas in the Country 

£ 3 9900 Ann Arbor Rd./Plymouth Rd. 
f "] 7 Vilrs lli-M «f / . ' / . I 
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DEARBORN MUSIC 
-the sound choice 

4 t i O L I O A y 

* 
Including: 

. - Bobble Heads 
- Lunch Boxes 
- Action Figures 
• T-Shirts 

, - Simpsons Products 
- Gift Certificates 
- CD Box Sets 

TOP 
3 0 c d s 

ALWAYS 
ON SALE! 

WE 
BUY & SELL 

USED: 
DVDs & 

CDs 

* 2 Locat ions to Serve You! 
Dearborn Canton 
22000 Michigan Ave 1747 Canton Ctr 
(313) 561-1000 (734) 981-7530 

http://www.obseryerandeccentric.com
mailto:tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net
http://www.catholiccentral.net
http://www.plymouthnursery.net
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EDITORIALS • LETTERS • COLUMNS 

OUR VIEWS 

Holiday events 
abound in Canton 

The holiday season is finally here. Oh, we know that if 
you've turned on a TV in the last month or been to the 
mall since early-October the impression is the actual hol-
idays are just around the corner. 

At the Observer we prefer a more traditional barometer 
~ like when the Thanksgiving bird actually meets the 
carving knife. 

We've also noticed a few more folks than usual saying it 
just doesn't feel like the holidays. We're not sure to what 
we can attribute that sentiment - maybe it's the tenuous 
world situation or things closer to home - but we know 
Canton will offer plenty of opportunities over the next few 
weeks to raise your holiday spirits. 

We'll start with the most obvious one: 
• This year's Christmas TVee Lighting is set for 6:30 

p.m. Wednesday at the Summit. It launches a two-day 
festival in Heritage Park and at the Summit. Wednesday 
activities include bell choirs, the P-CEP Strings, the 
Rising Star Singers, clowns, face-paint ing, holiday 
refreshments and, of course, a visit from you-know-who. 
A second day of festival fun will follow 6:30-9 p.m. 
Thursday. . 

• The historic Bartlett-TVavis House has been decorat-
ed for the holidays and will be open for various activities 
and "open house" oppor tuni t ies dur ing the season. 
Visitors are invited to enjoy a cup of hot cocoa, listen to 
seasonal music and admire the trimmings. Local mer-
chants have jo ined forces with the Canton Leisure 
Services Department and the Canton Historical Society 
to deck its halls. The house, on Ridge north of Cherry 
Hill, will be open noon to 4 p.m. Saturday. 

• Santa's mailbox is right here in Canton. Kids can 
drop off letters to Santa through Dec. 1 at Summit on the 
Park. They will be sent special delivery to the North Pole 
and each letter writer will receive a personal reply (as 
long as a return address is given). 

• Have trouble with a roll of wrapping paper and a scis-
sors? Help is out there. The Summit will host a free gift-
wrapping workshop for adults 6:30-8:30 p.m. Wednesday, 
Dec. 18, in the Arts II Room. You supply the gift, the wrap-
ping materials and other supplies. The staff provides some 
expert help, appropriate music and just the right atmos-
phere. Call (734) 394-5460 for information. 

Make giving rallying 
cry for better future 

The phrase "United We Stand" has been a rallying cry 
for the past year as we continue to cope with the after-
math of our Sept. 11,2001, national tragedy. But there is a 
more active way for all of us to stand united that goes 
beyond uttering a catch phrase. 
: That opportunity is by contributing to the United Way, 
an organization with far-reaching impact through service 
jto the entire southeastern Michigan area. 
* A fund campaign for the United Way just concluded, 
but there is plenty of room left for your support. United 
Way didn't meet its fund goal of $75 million this year, 
having raised just over $68 million. Still, the organization 
must find a way to support the 130 nonprofit agencies 
that last year served 1.4 million people. 

According to Patricia A . Ellis, senior manager for media 
relations at United Way Community Services, job reduc-
tions have had an impact on fund-rais ing, since the 
majority of United Way campaign funds come from pay-
roll deduction through workplace campaigns. 

But "the need for services only increases as more and 
more people are out of work," Ellis said. 

Think of it this way: One out of every three people in 
Wayne, Oakland and Macomb counties receives services 
from United Way. If you don't, your neighbors probably 
do. 

There is something else to consider. Whether it's $1 or 
$100, your dollars directly provide those services, since 
more than 90 percent of the money the organization 
receives goes back into the community. 

United Way services range from basic needs such as 
food and shelter to crisis counseling for families and chil-
dren, health-related needs, disaster services, unemploy-
ment and community problem solving. 

Such far-reaching programs translate into an opportu-
nity for all of us to stand tall in meeting the challenges of 
life here in southeastern Michigan. 

To contribute to the United Way, call (313) 226-9200. To volunteer, (313) 
226-9450. For information and referral services, call United Way's Tel-Help 
at (313) 226-9888. 
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Paul Johnson, father of Canton High School basketball player Jessica Johnson, holds up an oversized pair of shorts celebrating the team's distr ict cham-
pionship Friday. 

Lack of trust 
I find it truly amazing that the 

Plymouth-Canton school district is ask-
ing residents for input on the latest bond 
issue you just know the district will seek 
next year. 

Liz Givens, the school board president, 
has a great deal of nerve asking residents 
(letter, Nov. 21) to participate in the 
"Vision Planning Sessions." She makes it 
sound as if the school board and the 
administration are going to actually take 
the advice of district residents! 

This is totally contrary to the district's 
track record. There were planning ses-
sions in 1996 where the school district 
asked residents to participate and, subse-
quently, there was a bond election in 
March 1997. Information was given oiit, 
both verbally and in writing, to inform 
voters of what they were voting for. Fast 
forward two years, after the bond election 
passed in 1997- The school district t 
changes its mind and does what it wants 
with the bond proceeds and not what the 
people voted for. 

Whether one voted for or against the 
bond election in 1997, voters still voted 
based on the information given by the 
school district at that time. I, personally, 
talked to Ms. Givens and, literally, begged 
her not to change how the funds would 
be used based on what people voted for. 
She still voted to change where the high 
school was supposed to go and, simply, 
disregarded what residents said they 
wanted in the planning sessions, which 
was also contrary to the school district's 
own information. 

No one supported and devoted more 
time to the 1997 bond election than I did 
because I was the chairwoman of the 
Citizens Election Committee that ran 

Imagine my surprise and anger when 
the school district double-crossed me and 
its residents. I am asking all residents in 
this school district to remember this 
when we are asked to vote again. 

Susan KoplnskI 
Canton 

Coach was right 
This is in response to the comments of 

Canton football coach Tim Baechler that 
were printed in sports stories in the 
Sunday, Nov, 10, edition and Thursday, 
Nov. 14, edition of the Canton Observer. 

Some people say things in the heat of 
the moment and some say things that are 
the truth. In the case of coach Baechler's 
comments, he was right on both counts. 
Being a proud Plymouth Canton Class of 
1993 grad and having participated in var-
sity athletics, coach Baechler said what 
many athletes in public school think and 
have thought for a while: It's not a fair 
playing field all the time. 

Suppose there was another private high 
school in Redford. Would Catholic 
Central's athletic programs be as success-
ful as they are? The fact of the matter is 
that there is no private school around this 
area that can compete with Catholic 
Central for athletes. They do not have any 
competition in terms of taking their ath-
letes away like public high school pro-
grams have. Consequently, their athletic 
dominance in our area is easy to under-

I wonder how different it would be if 
Catholic Central or any other private 
school had to compete with two other 

LETTERS 
schools on the same campus. It definitely 
is a challenge to build any kind of athletic 
program at any level in public high 
school. In the 25 years that Canton High 
School has been around, our football 
team has been to the playoffs four times 
in 25 years. The last three have been 
under coach Baechler and his staff. 

Whether you think his comments are 
right or wrong, you can't deny there is 
truth to them, plain and simple. I know 
some Catholic Central feathers will be 
ruffled in the process, but that's life. You 
won the game fair and square, but the 
debate will rage on. 

One last note: I read the comments by 
coach Baechler and the two parents who 
responded. I found it highly ironic that 
two pages later in the last full page of the 
newspaper, there is a half-page ad about 
recruiting fine young men in the sixth, 
seventh and eighth grades to come to a 
Catholic Central open house. What I 
found funny about this was, this ad was 
in, of all places, the sports section. Why 
not the community life section or the 
front page? 

Eric Tomei 
Canton fan 

Drain troubles 
Many of us in the city of Plymouth get 

stopped by trains every time we go out or 
are stuck by one every now and then. 

Most don't pay attention to the train, 
they just talk on the phone, listen to the 
radio, or bang their head because they are 
late. Getting stopped by trains is almost a 
daily routine that happens to me plenty 
of times in a single month, but I'm not 
driving a car, I'm on my bicycle. 

When a train stops me, there is anger 
in me that it happens so often, but I real-
ly don't mind because I get to see what 
kind of dangerous chemicals roll down 
the tracks every day. That's right, I said 
dangerous chemicals! 

When I see labels that say "do not 
inhale," "irritant," "explosive" and "may be 
fatal," I can't bear to think what would 
happen if a train jumped the tracks. The 
time I first noticed it, I was looking for it 
because of an urban legend that was told 
to me by a friend's parent. Now when I 
see these train care all rusted out and in 
poor shape, I don't believe it to be an 
urban legend anymore. 

This has bugged me for a few months 
now, and I thought that since I have 
noticed it, I should bring it to the atten-
tion of the "could-be" victims. I believe 
that if the residents think it is a subject 
that is to be worried about, they can e-
mail me at Rccarboys87@aol.com. 

Alex Fox, student 
Salem High School 

Fuzzy math in column 
The Nov. 21 Observer mentioned chair-

man Phil Power "would be pleased to get 
reactions" to his column. Here are mine: 

"Universities can't match the lobbying 
muscle flexed by the labor unions or big 
corporations or the trial lawyers" 
Educators have much support from class-
rooms and communities. Universities are 
politically correct and very popular with 
voters. 

"Michigan spends an average of $5,795 
per student at our public universities. 
This is hardly generous." I graduated 
from Detroit's Cooley High in 1943, ineli-
gible for scholarship funds because my 

father owned a small business. During 
the '60s and '70s my wife and I put three 
children through MSU and one through 
U-M, We paid an average of $3,000 per 
student, including room and board. The 
combined earnings from our two jobs 
made them ineligible for scholarships. 

"Cut state support and tuitions go up; 
increase state support and tuition 
increases go down." Deficits and rising 
tuition are newsworthy; I never read of 
surplus funds or tuition cuts. Budgets are 
adjusted to spend available money. 
Students signing vouchers for the state to 
pay have little reason to reduce needless 

"Taxpayers are spending $1.8 billion on 
honing our best and brightest kids in col-
lege" is not entirely accurate. Racial pref-
erence takes precedence over bright at U-
M . 

"$30,000 per year per inmate versus 
$5,795 per college student is a compelling 
sign that our spending priorities are seri-
ously out of whack." Sending inmates to 
college might be the solution. Their par-
ents don't earn too much, many are 
minorities and if they don't show 
improvement give them a whack. 

Farmington 

History lesson. 
Many question an attack on Iraq, ask-

ing, "What happens after we defeat Iraq 
and remove Saddam Hussein? Who will 
take over? How long will our military 
forces have to occupy Iraq? What? Who? 
How?" I give these people an "F" in histo-
ry-

In 1945, at the end of World War II, 
Germany's economy lay in almost com-
plete ruin. In 1948, the United States 
began sending aid to West Germany 
under the Marshall Plan... Now that 
we've had a history lesson, let's invade 
and occupy Iraq, remove Hussein and 
give them a government of the people, by 
the people and for the people. We need 
give them no financial aid as their ample 
oil reserves will provide a rich economy. 
Let us give them what Hussein did not -
food and medical supplies. 

Hie Iraqi people don't know it and 
many others have forgotten, but there is 
an old story: a small, poor, Third World 
country was desperately trying to bolster 
their poor economy. They resolved the 
problem by declaring war on the United 

Robert H. BIckmeyer 
Troy 

' SHARE YOUR OPINIONS * 
We welcome your letters to the editor. Please 
include your name, address and phone number 
for verification. We ask that your letters be 400 
words or less. We may edit for clarity, space and 
content 

Mail: 
Letters to the editor 
Canton Observer 
794 South Main 
Plymouth, Ml 481T0 

FCDC 

(734)459-4224 

E-maii: 
tschneider@oe.homecomm.net 

QUOTABLE 
"It's the most precious thing in the world to teach children and know that you affect their lives every day." 

- Hoben Elementary teacher Catherine Wlnowlecki, reacting to news that the school is the first in Plymouth-Canton to be 

named winner of a state Golden Apple award 

http://www.0bserver3ndeccentric.c0m
mailto:Rccarboys87@aol.com
mailto:tschneider@oe.homecomm.net
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New high-tech economy 
will rise around airports 

Phil 

Power 

"Vision without action is a daydream. 
But action without a vision is a night-
mare." 

j-eariy-lOQuheayyldtters irom south-
eastern Michigan gathered last week 
at the University of Michigan-

Dearborn's Henry Ford estate to listen to 
John Kasarda, director 
of the Kenan Institute of 
Private Enterprise at the 
University of North 
Carolina and the world's 
leading authority on the 
ways airport complexes 
drive economic develop-
ment. 

Kasarda posed funda-
mental questions that go 
to the heart of economic 
policy for Michigan: 

S Will our economy 
remain rooted in traditional manufactur-
ing or will it evolve into the "new econo-
my" of high-tech, R&D and information-
intensive business services? 

S How can both our manufacturing 
base and emerging high-tech and white-
collar service industries compete effective-
ly worldwide? 

• Will Michigan's job creation in the 21st 
century match in quantity and quality what 
we did in the first half of the 20th century, 
when the state was the envy of the nation? 

His answer was simple. By treating the 
combined resources of Detroit 
Metropolitan Airport and Willow Run as 
an "aerotropolis," an integrated passenger 
and freight transit facility linked to a vari-
ety of business clusters, the region could 
successfully meet each of these challenges. 

Kasarda has a history lesson in mind. 
Seaports were the great economic drivers 
in the 18th century, railroads in the 19th 
century and highways in the 20th century. 
With aviation, globalization and time-
intensive competition all characterizing 
today's economic competition and busi-
ness location, airports will be the key 
growth engines of the 21st century. 

This isn't an academic fantasy. Consider 
some emerging "aerotropoli" around the 
world: 

• Los Angeles International Airport is 
responsible for 400,000jobs in a five-
county region and $60 billion annually in 
regional economic activity. 

• Las CoBrias, a development just east 
of the D allas-Ft. Worth Airport, has 
attracted 2,000 companies into 21 million 
square feet of office space, 8.5 million feet 

Vision without action is pointless, but 

action without an informing vision is 

of light industrial space, 1.3 million feet of 
retail space and 3,700 high class hotel 
rooms. 

• Along the 26-mile corridor between 
Dulles International Airport and Reagan 
National Airport, employment grew from 
50,000 jobs in 1970 to 600,000 in 1996, a 
1,100 percent increase compared to 59 
percent average U.S. suburban employ-
ment growth over the same period. 

Other similar developments are now 
taking shape near Sao Paulo, Brazil, in 
Hong Kong, near Seoul, Korea, and Paris, 
France. Kasarda ranks the potential of 
Detroit Metro/Willow Run "as equal to or 
better than any place else on earth." 

Within the proposed ring road - run-
ning along 1-94 and Eeorse Road to the 
north and Eureka Road to the south - lie 
25,000 acres of development potential. 
The Pinnacle Aeropark, a 1,300-acre 
development just south of Detroit Metro, 
could over a 10-year period produce a total 
of25,000 full-time jobs in office, research, 
technology, transportation, logistics and 
retail - a payroll in excess of $500 million. 

One of the hidden but fundamentally 
important aspects of the newly created 
Wayne County Airport Authority was that 
it oversees both Detroit Metro and Willow 
Run airports. This allows the authority to 
manage both in a coherent manner to 
maximize the region's development poten-
tial "inside the airport fence." 

So what needs to happen now? Kasarda 
recommends creating a regional authority 
to coordinate development "outside the 
fence." All kinds of things need to be put 
together in an integrated way: land use 
planning, zoning, road and rail transit 
links, design, branding and promotion. 

Kasarda is right. Vision without action 
is pointless, but action without an inform-
ing vision is chaos. The time is now to 
start planning for what could be the 
future of Michigan. 

Phil Power is chairman of the board of the company 
that owns this newspaper. He would be pleased to 
get your reactions to this column either at {734) 
953-2047 or at ppower@homecomm.net 

Renee 
Skoglund 

Thanksgiving 
out grateful in us all 

1 
love Thanksgiving. I love cutting up the celery, 
onions and mushrooms for my turkey dressing the 
night before. I love making my signature Cranberry 

Waldorf salad. I love setting the table with the antici-
pation of dining for hours with family and friends 
who barely wait for their second and third helpings to 
digest before calling for dessert 

I am grateful for all these "loves." 
Most of all, I am grateful for each dawn that wipes 

clean the slate of human frailty and provides me with 
the clear horizon of a new day. 

Last week, I set aside a few hours to ask people for 
what they were most grateful. Their collective 
response focused on family, friends, faith and the 
flag. Their words say it best 

"I'm grateful with what I have, no more or no less," 
said Charlotte McCourt, 56, of Garden City, who 
works at Harvey's Deli in Plymouth. "I could be a lot 
worse off, so I never want much, I'm not out to be 
rich. I just want to pay my bills, keep a roof over my 
head and be happy. I got my health, got my husband, 
and we don't fight." 

Dan Sarb, 46, owns Harvey's Deli. A deli guy by day 
and Harley dude by night, Sarb is a busy, straight-
talking man. I caught him between customers' 
orders. 

"I'm grateful for my health. I'm not getting any 
younger. I'm grateful for family and friends, and 
especially to live in America," he said. 

her that her reply would be plunked down in the 
middle o f a column. She's been there before. i 

"What I would give thanks for is the wonderful 
husband God gave me and the two children who were 
so honorable and never gave me any trouble," she 
said. "I also have the memories of my own good : 
mother and father and all my sisters and brothers.'* 

Well said, mom. Thanks. 
Next, I spoke with Bobby Mason, 8, of Westland 

and his sister, Carolee, 6. Their mother works at the 
Observer as the Westland/Garden City editor. 

"I'm thankful for ray family and my friends, espe-
cially Zack. He has a really cool bike, and he plays 
with me a lot," said Bobby. 

Carolee's reply was a mixture of Thanksgiving 
gratefulness and Christmas expectation. 

"What I'm really, really thankful for is another baby 
(doll) that talks. And I'm thankful for my friends, and 
I'm thankful for my krtty, Sneakers, and my dog, 
Willie, and my fish, but I don't remember all their 
names" 

Finally, at the urging of another reporter, I called 
Wilfredo Vargas, 58, of Uvonia. 

"Oh, I'm going to be grateful for everything," he 

Center in Canton produced these responses: 
"I am grateful for my family," said phlebotomist 

Tara Borehardt, 23, of Canton. "My mom has cancer, 
and she's been in remission, so I'm thankful for that. 
We're all healthy and can be together this year." 
; Fellow phlebotomist Jeanette Koch, 31, of 

Farmington Hills was grateful for "just my family and 
my faith in God." 

When I got back to the office, I called my 84-year-
old mother, Margaret Cartier of Redford. I didn't tell 

years in this country. T m grateful for my family and 
my job. I always thank God every day, every minute." 

Vargas went on to tell me about his four grown 
children - Yolanda, Alice, Wilfredo Jr. and Carmen -
and what "good kids" they are. He loves his grand-
child and is looking forward to another one. Finally, 
he summed up his gratefulness by saying, " I love the 
way God has treated me." 

I couldn't have said it better. Happy Thanksgiving 
to you all. , 

Renee Skoglund is a Canton resident and a Health and 
Community l i fe staff writer for the Observer Newspapers. Reach 
her at (734) 953-2128 or via e-maii at: 
rskoglundfoe.homecomm.net ; 

Gov. Granholm's budget deci-
sions will either revitalise 
Michigan or turn out the lights. 
Bureaucracy is an infection, feed-
ing on all parts of government 
until it is bankrupt or cured. 

Safety and health departments 
sometimes justify their existence 
with outlandish actions, and then 
demand more funding to keep up 

LETTERS 
their work. 

Schools can pursue bilingual edu-
cation and feel-good classes 
because they have too much money. 
Students do not become smarter 
because class size is smaller and 
desks are larger. Cut school appro-
priations and sports, music and 
popular classes will be cancelled — 
but not junk expenditures. 

Educators supported Jennifer 
Granholm in this election and 

hope she will support them now. 
Roads, police, courts and other 
state divisions also face the 

: of going on diets. Leaner 
: and industries are healthi-

er, and so is leaner government 
"I do not want to raise taxes* 

maybe as memorable as "Read my 
lips" if our new governor succumbs 
to the pressure of her many friends. 
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Happy Holidays 

HUNDREDS OF 
SHOPS SELLING 

EVERYTHING 
IMAGINARLE! 

AN ENDLESS CHOICE 
OF FINE JEUUELRY 

GOLD • SILVER • DIAMONDS • CHAINS 
. RINGS * BRACELETS • EARRINGS . 
SEMI-PRECIOUS STONES • CHARMS 

. WATCHES-TURQUOISE 

OVER 30 JEWELERS 

A GIFT FOR 
EVERYONE ON 

YOUR LIST 
PAGERS & CELL PHONES 
14K GOLD & SILVER 
LEATHER GOODS 

TOYS • PETS 
FIGURINES 

COLLECTIBLES 
HOUSEWARES 

STEREOS & SPEAKERS 
FUDGE & CANDIES 
WESTERN BOOTS 

FURNITURE 
PURSES* MOVIES 

VIDEO GAMES 
LEATHER COATS 
MENS, WOMENS & 
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E L H O ¥ P A C E 
FRI., NOV. 29TH • 4PM - 6PM 

$4.00 ANY ITEM 

1968 WORLD SERIES CHAMPION 

fill NIAICHICK 
FRI., NOV. 29TH • 1PM - 3PM 

FREE AUTOGRAPHS 
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VIRGEL 
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Read your favorites online at observerandeccentricxom 

H O L I D A Y S H A V E A R R I V E D 
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C O U R T 
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Join us for the magnificent outdoor arrival of the season's 

biggest, most important person, Santa Claus. We will also 

kick off the holiday season that night with a joyful sing-along 

with Santa and the entire Royal Court. It promises to be a 

magical evening for your children. 

SANTA VISITS 
NOVEMBER 2 3 - DECEMBER 2 4 B E G 1 N N 1 N C 8AM DAILY 
Make Castle Check-In your first stop to receive your Santa pass and 
visiting time. Sorry, telephone reservations will not be accepted. 

ROYAL COURT BREAKFAST 
SATURDAYS, DECEMBER 7 , 1 4 & 2 1 , 8 : 3 0 A M - 10AM 
For reservations, please call 248-588-2914 or reserve online at 
www.imaginationtheatre.com. 

SA^TA SEND-OFP 
T U E S D A Y , D E C E M B E R / 2 4 , 2 P M 

Experience a magical afternoon as Santa re tums ' to the North Pole. 

SOMERSET 
C O L L E C T I O N 

FOR SANTA UPDATES, CALL S C N N (SOMERSET CASTLE NEWS NETWORK) 248.643.4438 

NEIMAN MARCUS, SAKS FIFTH AVENUE, NORDSTROM, MARSHALL FIELD'S 

AND MORE THAN 180 OTHER UNIQUE SHOPS AND RESTAURANTS 

FOR MORE INFO LOGON TO WSW.THESOMERSETCOLLECTION.COM 

http://www.obsefver3ndeccentric.com
mailto:ppower@homecomm.net
http://www.imaginationtheatre.com
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New high-tech economy 
will rise around airports 

'Yision without action is a daydream. 
But action without a vision is a night-
mare." 

Vision without action is pointless, but 

action without an informing vision is 
I early 100 heavy hittersirom south- CtlSQS. 

I \ | eastern Michigan gathered last week 
1 * at the University of Michigan-
Dearborn's Henry Ford estate to listen to 

John Kasarda, director 
of the Kenan Institute of 
Private Enterprise at the 
University of North 
Carolina and the world's 
leading authority on the 
ways airport complexes 
drive economic develop-
ment 

Kasarda posed funda-
mental questions that go 
to the heart of economic 
policy for Michigan: 

S Will our economy 
remain rooted in traditional manufactur-
ing or will it evolve into the "new econo-
my" of high-tech, R&D and information-
intensive business services? 

S How can both our manufacturing 
base and emerging high-tech and white-
collar service industries compete effective-
ly worldwide? 

• Will Michigan's job creation in the 21st 
century match in quantity and quality what 
we did in the first half of the 20th century, 
when the state was the envy of the nation? 

His answer was simple. By treating the 
combined resources of Detroit 
Metropolitan Airport and Willow Run as 
an "aerotropolis," an integrated passenger 
and freight transit facility linked to a vari-
ety of business clusters, the region could 
successfully meet each of these challenges. 

Kasarda. has a history lesson in mind. 
Seaports were the great economic drivers 
in the 18th century, railroads in the 19th 
century and highways in the 20th century. 
With aviation, globalization and time-
intensive competition all characterizing 
today's economic competition and busi-
ness location, airports will be the key 
growth engines of the 21st century. 

This isn't an academic fantasy. Consider 
some emerging "aerotropoli" around the 
world: 

S Los Angeles International Airport is 
responsible for 400,000jobs in a five-
county region and $60 billion annually in 
regional economic activity. 

S Las Colinas, a development just east 
of the Dallas-FtWorth Airport, has 
attracted 2,000 companies into 21 million 
square feet of office space, 8.5 million feet 

of light industrial space, 1.3 million feet of 
retail space and 3,700 high class hotel 
rooms. 

S Along the 26-mile corridor between 
Dulles International Airport and Reagan 
National Airport, employment grew from 
50,000jobs in 1970 to 600,000 in 1996, a 
1,100 percent increase compared to 59 
percent average U.S. suburban employ-
ment growth over the same period. 

Other similar developments are now 
taking shape near Sao Paulo, Brazil, in 
Hong Kong, near Seoul, Korea, and Paris, 
France. Kasarda ranks the potential of 
Detroit Metro/Willow Run "as equal to or 
better than any place else on earth." 

Within the proposed ring road - run-
ning along 1-94 and Ecorse Road to the 
north and Eureka Road to the south - lie 
25,000 acres of development potential. 
The Pinnacle Aeropark, a 1,300-acre 
development just south of Detroit Metro, 
could over a 10-year period produce a total 
of25,000 full-time jobs in office, research, 
technology, transportation, logistics and 
retail - a payroll in excess of $500 million. 

One of the hidden but fundamentally 
important aspects of the newly created 
Wayne County Airport Authority was that 
it oversees both Detroit Metro and Willow 
Run airports. This allows the authority to 
manage both in a coherent manner to 
maximize the region's development poten-
tial "inside the airport fence." 

So what needs to happen now? Kasarda 
recommends creating a regional authority 
to coordinate development "outside the 
fence." All kinds of things need to be put 
together in an integrated way: land use 
planning, zoning, road and rail transit 
links, design, branding and promotion. 

Kasarda is right. Vision without action 
is pointless, but action without an inform-
ing vision is chaos. The time is now to 
start planning for what could be the 
future of Michigan. 

Phil Power is chairman of the board of the company 
that owns this newspaper. He would be pleased to 
get your reactions to this column either at (134) 
953-2047 or at ppower@homecomm.net. 

Renee 

Thanksgiving 
out grateful in us all 

love Thanksgiving. I love cutting up the celery, 
onions and mushrooms for my turkey dressing the 
night before. I love making my signature Cranberry 

Waldorf salad. I love setting the table with the antici-
pation of dining for hours with family and friends 
who barely wait for their second and third helpings to 
digest before calling for dessert 

I am grateful for all these "loves." 
Most of all, I am grateful for each dawn that wipes 

clean the slate of human frailty and provides me with 
the clear horizon of a new day. . 

Last week, I set aside a few hours to ask people for 
what they were most grateful. Their collective 
response focused on family, friends, faith and the 
flag. Their words say it best 

"I'm grateful with what I have, no more or no less," 
said Charlotte McCourt, 56, of Garden City, who 
works at Harvey's Deli in Plymouth. "I could be a lot 
worse off, so I never want much. I'm not out to be 
rich. I just want to pay my bills, keep a roof over my 
head and be happy. I got my health, got my husband, 
and we don't fight" 

Dan Sarb, 46, owns Harvey's Deli. A deli guy by day 
and Harley dude by night, Sarb is a busy, straight-
talking man. I caught him between customers' 

middle of a column. She's been there before. 
"What I would give thanks for is the wonderful 

husband God gave me and the two children who were 
so honorable and never gave me any trouble," she 
said. "I also have the memories of my own good 
mother and father and all my sisters and brothers" 

Well said, mom. Thanks. { 

Next, I spoke with Bobby Mason, 8, of Westland 
and his sister, Carolee, 6. Their mother works at the 
Observer as the Westland/Garden City editor. 

"I'm thankful for my family and my friends, espe-
cially Zack. He has a really cool bike, and he plays 
with me a lot," said Bobby. 

Carolee's reply was a mixture of Thanksgiving 
gratefulness and Christmas expectation. 

"What I'm really, really thankful for is another baby 
(doll) that talks. And I'm thankful for my friends, and 
I'm thankful for my kitty, Sneakers, and my dog, 
Willie, and my fish, but I don't remember all their 
names." 

Finally, at the urging of another reporter, I called 
Wilfredo Vargas, 58, of Livonia, 

,"he 

"I'm grateful for my health. I'm not getting any-
younger. I'm grateful for family and friends, and . 
especially to live in America," he said. 

A quick stop at the University of Michigan Health 
Center in Canton produced these responses: 

"I am grateful for my family," said phlebotomist 
Tara Borchardt, 23, of Canton. "My mom has cancer, 
and she's been in remission, so I'm thankful for that-
We're all healthy and can be together this year." 

Fellow phlebotomist Jeanette Koch, 31, of 
Farmington Hills was grateful for "just ray family and 
my faith in God." 

When I got back to the office, I called my 84-year-
old mother, Margaret Cartier of Redford. I didn't tell 

said, his Puerto Rican accent still evident after 43 
years in this country. "I'm grateful for my family and 
my job. 1 always thank God every day, every minute." 

children - Yolanda, Alice, Wilfredo Jr. and Carmen -
and what "good kids" they are. He loves his grand-
child and is looking forward to another one. Finally, 
he summed up his gratefulness by saying, "I low the 
way God has treated me." 

I couldn't haw said it better. Happy Thanksgiving 
toyouaU. , 

Renee Skoglund is a Canton resident and a Health ami 
Community Life staff writer for the Observer Newspapers. Reach 
her at (734) 953-2128 or via e-mail a t 
rskoglund@oe.homecomm.net 
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Gov. Granholm's budget deci-
sions will either revitalize 
Michigan or turn out the lights. 
Bureaucracy is an infection, feed-
ing on all parts of government 
until it is bankrupt or cured. 

Safety and health departments 
sometimes justify their existence 
with outlandish actions, and then 
demand more funding to keep up 

their work. 
Schools can pursue bilingual edu-

cation and feel-good classes 
because they have too much money. 
Students do not become smarter 
because class size is smaller and 
desks are larger. Cut school appro-
priations and sports, music and 
popular classes will be cancelled — 
but not junk expenditures. 

Educators supported Jennifer 
Granholm in this election and 

hope she will support them now. 
Roads, police, courts and other 
state divisions also face the 
prospect of going on diets. Leaner 
people and industries are healthi-
er, and so is leaner government 

"I do not want to raise taxes" 
may be as memorable as "Read my 
lips if our new governor succumbs 
to the pressure of her many friends. 
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Happy Holidays 

HUNDREDS OF 
SHOPS SELLING 

EVERYTHING 
IMAGINABLE! 

AN ENDLESS CHOICE 
OF FINE JEWELRY 

GOLD « SILVER« DIAMONDS • CHAINS 
RINGS • BRACELETS • EARRINGS 

SEMI-PRECIOUS STONES • C H A R M S 
WATCHES • TURQUOISE 

OVER 30 JEWELERS 

PAGERS & CELL PHONES 
14K GOLD & SILVER 
LEATHER GOODS 

TOYS * PETS 
FIGURINES 

COLLECTIBLES 
HOUSEWARES 

STEREOS & SPEAKERS 
FUDGE & CANDIES 
WESTERN BOOTS 

FURNITURE 
PURSES • MOVIES 

VIDEO GAMES 
LEATHER COATS 
MENS, WOMENS & 

CHILDRENS CLOTHING 
PAGEANT DRESSES 

AFRICAN ART 
WATCHES • CANDLES 
COLOGNE & PERFUME 
SPORTS MEMORABILIA 
C.B. RADIO • NASCAR 
CUTLERY • GUITARS 
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H O L I D A Y S H A V E A R R I V E D . 

N O R T H G R A N D O U R T 
F R I D A Y , N O V E M B E R; 2 2 A T 7 P M 

Join us for the magnificent outdoor arrival of the season's 

biggest, most important person, Santa Claus. We will also 

kick off the holiday season that night with a joyful sing-along 

with Santa and the entire Royal Court. It promises to be a 

magical evening for your children. 

SANTA VISITS 
NOVEMBER 2 3 - DECEMBER 2 4 BEGINNING 8AM DAILY 
Make Castle Check-In your first stop to. receive-your Santa pass and 
visiting time. Sorry, telephone reservations will not be accepted. 

ROYAL COURT BREAKFAST 
SATURDAYS, DECEMBER 7 , 1 4 & 2 1 , 8 : 3 0 A M - 10AM 
For reservations, please call 248-588-2914 or reserve online at 
www.imaginationtheatre.com. 

SAt^TA SEND-OFF 
T U E S D A Y , D E C E M B E R . ' 2 4 , 2 > M 

Experience a magical afternoon as Santa returns to the North Pole. 

SOMERSET 
COLLECTION 

FOR SANTA UPDATES, CALL S C N N (SOMERSET CASTLE NEWS NETWORK) 248.643.4438 

NEIMAN MARCUS, SAKS FIFTH AVENUE, NORDSTROM, MARSHALL FIELD'S 

AND MORE THAN 180 OTHER UNIQUE SHOPS AND RESTAURANTS 

FOR MORE INFO LOGON TO WW.THESOMERSETCbllECnON.COM 

http://www.obseryerandeccentric.com
mailto:ppower@homecomm.net
mailto:rskoglund@oe.homecomm.net
http://www.imaginationtheatre.com


Sharon Dargay, editor 
(248)901-2591 
Fax: {248) 644-1314 
sdargay@oe.homecomm.net 
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Growing Up Live 
Peter Gabriel performs 

with special guests Blind 

PHOTOS BY TOM HAWLEY 

Boys of Alabama and 
HukweZawose at 8 p.m. 
Tuesday, Dec. 3, at The 
Palace of Auburn Hills. 
Tickets are $45-$125, avail-
able through Ticketmaster at 
(248) 645-6666. 

• Festival time 
Check out the Urban 

Organic Festival on Saturday, 
Nov. 30, at the Tangent-
Hastings St. Ballroom, 715 E. 
Milwaukee, between Oakland 
and Hastings in Detroit. The 
doors will open at 8:30 p.m. 
and performances will begin 
at 9:30 p.m. for a line-uplhat" 
includes Blackman and 
Arnold, Funktelligence, Nu-
Soul Sensation, Amp Fiddler 
- former keyboardist for 
Parliament-Funkadelic-and 
Conya Doss. Conceived m an 
alternative to the typical 
concert, the Urban Organic 
Festival also includes visual, 
spoken word, dance, film and 
culinary artists. The festivals 
occur quarterly at indoor 
venues in and around 
Detroit. Tickets are $20 in 
advance, available at 
Spectacles, 230 E. Grand 
River Ave., Detroit, or $25 at 
the door. Call Spectacles at 
(313) 963-6886. 

• Holiday glass 
Touch of Light Studio and 

Gallerie of Handblown Glass 
shows works of John 

Fitzpatrick through Dec. 24. 
Open houses are slated for 
Dec. 7 an'd 21 at the studio, 
23426 Woodward, a half mile 
south of 1-696, in Ferndale. 
Winter class registration is 
ongoing. (248) 543-1868. 

• Christmas spirit 
Start your Thanksgiving 

Day weekend with a perform-
ance of Christmas on Main 
Street at the Marquis 
Theatre, 135 E. Main, 
Northville. The musical show 
mixes old and new holiday 
tunes. Performances are at 7 
p.m. Fridays and Saturdays, 
beginning Nov. 29. The show 
runs through Dec. 21. Tickets 
are $8 for adults and $6 for 
children and senior citizens. 
(248)349-8110. 

Rockettes Alison Roller-Woerner (left) and Krystle Richeson talk to the animals after a blessing in front of the Fox Theatre, 

Camels steal the scene in 

BY LINDA ANN CHJPMIN 

STAFF WRITER 

Brian Kauffman had fun last week 
passing out carrots to children, who 
fed them to 
camels assembled 
for a blessing by 
The Rev Pat Casey 
of St. Patrick and 
St Dominick 
churches in 
Detroit What's 
nice is that it was 
all part of his job 
as producer of the 
Radio City 
Christmas 
Spectacular open-

29, at the Fox 
Theatre in Detroit 

It's a routine 
Rockettes Krystle 
Richeson of 
Farmington Hills, 
TVacy Rysdale of 
White Lake, and Alison Roller-
Woerner of Lake Orion cherish as 
well, even though they've been in the 
show for several years. After rehears-
ing six days a week for nearly a 
month, they still enjoy spending an 
off-stage moment with the five sheep. 

RADIO CITY CHRISTMAS 
SPECTACULAR 
What The Rockettes star In an 
holiday show featuring singing, 
dancing, ice skating and a living 
nativity 
When: Nov. 29 to Dec. 28 
Where: The Fox Theatre, 2211 
Woodward Avenue, Detroit 
Tickets; $17.50-$59.50 and avail-
able by calling (248) 433-1515. For 
information, call (313) 471-6611 

..Ahree camels and donkey in the living 
Nativity scene at the end of the show. 

"It's interesting working with the 
animals" said Roller-Woerner, who's 
now in her fourth year with the 

Detroit produc-
tion. "You never 
know what's going 
to happen." 
Handing carrots to 
camels Blondie, 
Zimmer and 
Laverae was defi-

BECOMINGA DANCER 

Jennifer Fiandt loved the show so 
much when she saw it that she decid-
ed to become a Rockette. The 
Rochester Hills dancer passed the 
audition in May in Chicago and was 
notified in July. At the time she was 
teaching at Cranbrook Theatre School 
in Bloomfield Hills. Fiandt studied 
dance many years at Deborah's Stage 
Door in Rochester before landing 
a position with the 
Rockettes. 

"When I was younger, we took a 
trip to New York and toured Radio 
City Music Hall and met a Rockette," 
said Fiandt, a sophomore majoring in 
dance and communications at 
Western Michigan University. "Being 
a Rockette was my first and main 

Bryanna Stape feeds a carrot to one of the 
camels in the production. 

goal. For me to do this at 19 is incredi-
ble. It's a dream come true." 

It's also a lot of hard work. 

PLEASE SEE CHRISTMAS, B3 

part of the event 
The 3 year old was 
on hand with 
Laura, Loviska, 
who was every bit 
as excited to be 
staring into the big 
brown eyes of a 
camel just a few 
feet away. 

"We come every 
year to kick off the 

holidays," said Loviska of Westland. 
"Next week we'll be back to see the 
show. It just gets you in the Christmas 
mood. Some people bring the whole 
family. It's a total family show. Last 
year I brought my 16- and 26-year-old 
sons." 

8 8 
f j j 
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• I 
Father Pat Casey blesses the camels, sheep and donkey taking part in The Living Nativity 
scene that closes the Radio City Christmas Spectacular starring the Rockettes. 

Surprise someone special with a gift of art for the holidays 
The final onslaught of art shows 

is around the corner, just in 
time for holiday shopping. 

Even though my sister Gwen and I 
started ours last July, I still have a 
few last-minute gifts to pick up for 
co-workers and friends. I don't 
want to give anything away, but 
clay and glass are two of my 
favorite mediums. 

Why art? I guess it's because I 
always look for a gift meant only 
for that special person. But besides 
the one-of-a-kind aspect, when you 
buy a bowl like I did last year for 
my neighbor Karen, who'd recently 
renovated her kitchen, you're help-
ing an artist to continue his or her 

John Cynar feels the same way. 

Artistic 
Expressions 

Linda 
Chomin 

Of course, exhibiting and selling 
art is what he does at Paint Creek 
Center for the Arts in Rochester. 
This year's Holiday Gift Gallery 
features 25 artists at the arts cen-
ter, 407 Pine, Rochester Hills. The 
show coincides with an 85-piece 
retrospective of the late Zubel 
Kachadoorian and a Small Works 
exhibition of prints, photography 

and painting by five artists includ-
ing The Box Show from the 
Museum of New Art. The show will 
continue to Dec. 21. For informa-
tion, call (248) 651-4110. 

"We have glasswork and orna-
ments by George Bochnig, glass 
bulbs with brass stands by Gail 
Leone, and glass icicles and bulbs 
by Don Schneider of York Street 
Glassworks, absolutely gorgeous 
leather zoo animals - whales, 
moose and dogs by Sandy Vohr of 
New York, and a variety of paper-
weights, vases, vessels, and tiles 
from Pewabic Pottery. So if they're 
looking for something by Pewabic 
in north Oakland they can find it 

PLEASE SEE CHOMiN, B 2 
Ruth Price shows this leaf-shaped platter in the Village Potters Guile 
annual Holiday Show in Plymouth. 

Ballet Shoes or Wing Tips? 
Makes no difference as long as you take 
time to put your feet up, get comfortable 
and spend some time with us. 

mailto:sdargay@oe.homecomm.net
http://www.observerandeccentnc.com
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Producers are st i l l looking for donations to put on Cry Dignity, a play about the stigma of mental illness Feb, 14-
15 and 20-21, at Trinity House Theatre in Livonia. Pictured are actors Stierri Rushman (left), Matt Ripper, 
Gregory Orr and Megan Wright before a rehearsal of the play by Laura Gumina, a longtime actress and director 
in the area. For more information or to help, call Sue Kennedy at (248) 668-3410. 
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here," said Cynar, a 
Birmingham resident. 

"I try to keep it fun, fresh 
and light. I tried to make it 
affordable so people could find 
something in their price range. 

-We4iave-everythin^ftom-clay--
to glass, Beverly Upton's silk 
and wool decorative dress 
scarves. 

"Why do I buy art for family 
and friends? I know it's made 
by an artist in the area. It's a lit 
tie more special if it's by any 
artist. Businesses come in and 
buy art because there are only 
so many gift baskets you can 
eat. And ornaments can be put 
out all-year-round." 

If you're not in holiday spirit 
yet, drop by Rochester 6-9 p.m. 
Monday, Dec. 2, for lagniappe, 
the Creole word for "a little bit 
of something." 

Merchants will stay open 
late and Paint Creek is one of 
12 
c r a w l . 

VILLAGE POTTERS GUILD 

Ruth Price promises visitors 
they'll find the holiday spirit in 
all shapes and colors at the 
Village Potters Guild Show 5-8 
p.m. Thursday, Dec. 5,10 a.m. 
to 8 p.m. Friday, Dec. 6, and 10' 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday, Dec. % 
at 340 N. Main behind 
Dunleavy's Grill in Plymouth. 
For more information, call 
(734) 207-8807. 

Twenty-two of the members 
offer non-functional and func-
tional ware ranging in price 
from $2 to $100. 

"There's a lot of Christmas 
leaves on coasters and mugs, 
lots of snowmen, some religious 
items, lots of ornaments," said 
Price, who will have raku stars 
in different sizes for use as wall 
hangings or to place on a table 
with greenery. 

"This show brings out the 
holiday shoppers. They buy 
gifts for family and friends, not 
too much for themselves. They 
say 'Mar/d like this.' 

"Holly plates were popular 
last year as well as trays with 
snowmen. Large bowls and 
platters always sell. People 
return every year. They love to 
see the dirt in the back room, 
where you fire. They like to see 
where we work " 

EPIPHANY GLASS STUDIO 

Visitors see more than just 
the place where April Wagner 
and Jason Ruff create glass 
works 2-10 p.m. Friday, Dec. 6. 
Twice a year, they open their 
Epiphany Glass Studio so any-
one can watch them blow the 
molten material into vessels. 
The two teamed up nine years 
ago after graduating from 
Center for Creative Studies 
(now College for Creative 
Studies). 

This is their third annual 
holiday show at their new 
4,000-square-foot hot glass 
blowing studio and gallery, 770 ' 
Orchard Lake Road at 
Telegraph, Pontiac. Call (877) 
560-4021. 

New this year is Ruff's 
Serocco Nest, a piece inspired 
by organic forms in nature. The 
design won Best of Show in the 
2002 Our Town exhibit judged 
at The Community House by 

' Ferdinand Hampson of 
Habatat Galleries in 
Birmingham, 

"Hie studio is open only 
twice a year - in April for 
Michigan Glass Month and for 
the holidays," said Wagner. 
"Besides the glass-blowing 
demonstrations, we'll have 
select items including slight 

Don Schneider created this glass pen-
dant in t ime for a Thanksgiving week-
end of discounts at York Street 
Glassworks in Plymouth. 

irregulars that will be 
discounted. It's family-oriented. 
Kids come with their parents. 
We have vases, platters, sculp-
tures, paperweights, orna-
ments. People like giving some-
thing handmade. Some people 
even come back and buy pres-
ents for their children. Prices 
range from $5 to $7,000. 
What's special is we're generally 
not open to the public. This is 
the only time of year we sell 
them." 

NATIVE WEST GALLERY 

Native West's open all year 
long but turns the gallery into a 
jewelry lovers delight only for 
one weekend in December. 
Tables of Native American-
made earrings, bracelets, 
pendants, cufflinks, money 
clips, and necklaces will 
fill the space Thursday-Sunday, 
Dec. 5-8, in its gallery at 863 
W. Ann Arbor Trail, west of 
Main, Plymouth. Call (734) 
455-8838. 

"Hirquoise is back, and it's 
still hot, opal and inlay jewelry 
as well," said co-owner Annette 
Horn. 

"We have a variety of items 
including ornaments, pottery, 
bronze sculpture, metal art, 
wall hangings, music. We've 
already had to restock our hot 
items a couple of times -
sculpted pieces of clay using the 
Italian glassmaking technique 
millefiore by Arizona artist Jon 
Anderson. Jon converts the 
glass technique into ceramic 
turtles, lizards, frogs and ser-
pents from $60 to a couple 
hundred dollars. 

"We're also selling a lot of 
cedar flutes made by Chippewa 
artist Odell Borg. The flute 
is a very magical instrument, 

appointment. It might be a 
good idea to call (734) 459-
6419 anyway as his working 
studio can be difficult to find 
without directions. 

Artist/owner Don Schneider 
is discounting everything 
except special orders by 20 per-
cent from Nov. 29 to Dec. 1. 
Glass works range from a few 
dollars — choose an icicle orna-

dred dollars. Schneider offers 
blown and lampworked glass 
pendants, beads, earrings, 
paperweights, and bowls. 

His work can also be found at 
the Detroit Artists Market. 

The show in the 2,000-
square-foot gallery continues to 
Dec. 22. 

More than 2,000 works by 
150 Michigan painters, sculp-
tors, glass, and ceramic artists 
fills the space at 4719 
Woodward, just down the 
street from the Detroit 
Institute of Arts. Call (313) 

FINAL DAYS 

The Birmingham Bloomfield 
Art Center hosts its Holiday 
Shop to Dec. 1, at 1516 S. 
Cranbrook (Evergreen), 
Birmingham. Call (248) 644-
0866. 

Work by more than 125 
artists is on display including 
one of-a-kind Christmas and 
Hanukkah items, jewelry, 
hand-blown glass, garden and 
home decor, ceramics, wood, 
and paper. 

ANNUAL POTTERS MARKET 

Presented by the advanced 
ceramic students and guest 
potters of Oakland Community 
College's Royal Oak campus, 
the 27th annual show bills itself 
as the largest pottery sale of its 
kind in the country. 

The clay extravaganza 
takes place 10 a,m. to 
8 p.m. Friday, Dec. 6,10 a.m. to 
6 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 7, and 
until 5 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 8, at 
the United Food and 
Commercial Union Hall, 876 
Horace Brown Drive near 13 
Mile, between 1-75 and 
Stephenson Highway, Madison 
Heights. 

Admission, as with all of 
these shows, is free. Call (248) 
246-2686. 

feelings and emotions. And 
it's so easy. It's not like a 
flute in an orchestra. It's held 
differently, tuned differently, 
and comes with a book and cas-
sette on fingering technique. 
I've never played, but after 10 
minutes I couldn't play really 
well but was getting the hang of 
it." 

In addition to flutes and 
drums, the gallery offers Native 
American sandpaintings, which 
givers can tailor to a particular 
person. 

"It's a traditional art form 
originally produced by medi-
cine men when a person's 
health or life was out of bal-
ance," said Horn. 

"A sun represents happiness. 
It's going to bring happiness if 
you hang it on a wall. A bear is 
good medicine, and they start 
at $12." 

YORK STREET GLASSWORKS 

There will be plenty of bar-
gains Thanksgiving weekend at 
York Street Glassworks, 875 
York St., Plymouth. 

Hours are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Sunday-Friday or by 

potters who've created 40,000 
pieces including pots, vases, 
platters, tiles, mugs, bird baths, 
jewelry, ceramic framed mir-
rors, sculpture, lamps, tables 
and just about every item imag-
inable. Prices range from $5 to 
$400. 

Among the artists is Teri 
Barkin of West Bloomfield, who 
shows large snow domes with 
characters gazing into a globe. 
Lori Rodgers of Birmingham 
brings her Kiss of Luck wall 
pieces and pins, which are 
miniature renditions of a lucky 
talisman found hanging in the 
huts of an ancient tribe on a 
Pacific island. 

Dawn Boesen of Southfield 
makes vases almost larger than 
she is and groupings of small 
connected pots she calls "group 
hugs." Robert Krisp of 
Farmington Hills uses his day 
skills as a cake decorator to 
squeeze dragons onto function-
al vases, goblets, mugs and 
bowls. 

There's some amazing one-
of-a-kind art out there this hol-
iday season. I, for one, am anx-
ious to get going, but before I 
do, I want to wish you "Happy 
shopping." 

Have an interesting idea for a story? 
Call Observer S Eccentric arts reporter 
Linda Ann Chomin at (734) 953-2145 or 
send e-mail to ichomin® oe. 
homecomm. net 

Farmington Players stages off-beat comedy 
BY U N A MINI 

STAFF WRITER 

It's known as the perfect 
antidote to The Nutcracker. 

A Tuna Christmas is a 
delightfully tacky comedy that 
celebrates Christmas kitsch and 
features just two actors who 
play 22 different roles. 

It's being presented once 
again by the Farmington 
Players beginning Nov. 30 
at Barnes & Nobel bookstore in 
West Bloomfield. 

Three of the 10 shows are 
already sold out 

"It is absolutely hilarious," 
said co-director Margaret 
Gilkes of Farmington Hills. "It's 
the kind of play that keeps you 
laughing and gives you a truly 
carefree feeling." 

Gilkes and co-director Vicki 

Grulke directed A Tuna 
Christmas four years ago. They 
are directing it again and have 
brought back the same cast: 
The play's two actors Frank 
Markus of Royal Oak, and 
Hank Bennett of Farmington 
Hills. 

"The entire crew from four 
years ago returned plus the 
exception of two newcomers," 
said Grulke. 

"It is an encore presentation 
because so many people asked 
us to do it again." 

A Tuna Christmas is a 
fundraiser for the Farmington 
Players which will open its new 
theater in January. 

Written by- Ed Howard, Joe 
Sears and Jaston Williams, the 
comedy is set in the fictional 
city of Tuna, Texas — the small-
est town in the second largest 

state of the union. 
"The two men play 22 char-

acters and one is a crotchety 
woman who's the city clerk and 
wears a dress and combat 
boots," Gilkes said. 

"The radio station is 
OKKK, so it pokes fun at 
everything from the fictional 
city." 

In A Tlma Christmas the 
townspeople decide that ghosts 
are destroying their gaudy holi-
day displays. (We won't give 
away the ending.) 

Working with actors Markus 
and Bennett was an easy task, 
Gilkes said, because the men 
used their own creativity to 
bring the many characters to 
life. 

"These two men are very tal-
ented," Gilkes said. "It's a • 
funny performance." 

http://www.observerandecceniric.com
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"With 100 cast and crew 
members, it's crazy back there, 
but you meet a lot of interest-
ing people," said Fiandt, 

"The amazing part is how 
- much passion everyone has fbr 

the show." 
Merrie Parr had so much fun 

skating in the show in 1999 she 
contacted the producer to come 
back this year. 

The Bloomfield Hills resident 
not only skates with partner 
Scott Corbin in the New York 
City scene but is the "stunt 
Mary" who rides the donkey in 
for the living Nativity. Parr and 
Corbin are practicing for the 
nationals at Onyx arena in 
Rochester Hills. 

"Riding the donkey is quite 
interesting," said the 22-year-
old Parr. "He doesn't buck or do 
anything mean. He doesn't try 
to throw me off. And being able 
to skate in front of such a big 
crowd is one of the best experi-
ences I've had. The audiences 
love the show. They get into 
every aspect and to see the cast 
and crew work together, to see 
how a production like this is 
put together is quite amazing." 

Kauffman still feels the same 
sense of awe after producing 
the show for the last six years. 
Standing backstage at a tech 
rehearsal, he couldn't hide his 
excitement as crew waited for 
the cue to move the sets into 
place after the skating rink rose 
on an elevator from below the 
stage. 

It took nine semis of props 
and scenery, one of lights and 
one of sound equipment just to 
get to this point. Now a series 
of technical problems had to be 

TOM HAWIEY | OBSERVER 

Producer Brian Kauffman shares his excitement for behind the scenes. Here 
the technical crew rehearses the part where Santa arrives in New York. 

DerFtiegende Hoflaender, 
opera mitwee ads by Richard 
Wagner (Teldec Classics, $33.98) 
by soprano Jane Eaglen, baritone 
Falk Struckmann, with Daniel 
Barenboim conducting the 
Staatskapelle Berlin. 

Does the world really need 
^ordingtjfWagneri 

first mature work, Der Fliegende 
Hoflaender,; a retelling of the leg-
end of the Dutchman who must 
sail the seas for eternity unless he 
finds a woman faithful unto 
death? 

The answer in this case may 
depend on your devotion to 
Daniel Barenboim, who has 

Earlier Santa's sleigh had 
crashed into the scenery as it 
landed in the New York scene 
in a dry run. This was a crew 
rehearsal minus the high-
kicking Rockettes, who 
later that afternoon would 
embark from bright yellow 

cabs. The dazzle of 15,000 
lights on the New York City 
department store front would 
soon be replaced by 20 
Rockettes in sparkling red 
Santa suits. 

"Unlike a touring production, 
we have challenges like housing 
and transportation because 
we're producing this just for 
Detroit," said Kauffman. "We 
begin in January to decide what 
went well. The lighting and 
scenery involves as much chore-
ography backstage so they don't 
run into each other. Backstage 
safety is critical. We have drops 
flying on and off, big pieces of 
scenery moving across the 
stage, ram p1s coming in. 

"The animals are too cool. All 
the camels have been with us 
previously. We work to get 
them comfortable. They live in 
a heated tent behind the the-
ater for weeks before the show 
while we're rehearsing with 
them. The funniest thing is 
we'll hear people walking out 
saying T wonder how they got 
those costumes so real?'" 

Leading a donkey onto the 
stage is not always as easy as it 
looks said handler Rick 
Trimmell of Joe Hedrick's 
Exotic Animal Farm in Kansas 
where the sheep, camels, don-
key and puppy have come from 
for the last six years. During the 
blessing, although all of the 
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Looking for new decorating ideas? 
Read the At Home section every Thursday in the Observer. 

animals were calm and well-
behaved, one of the camels 
nibbled on a reporter's note-
book and rain coat while 
Lincoln, the Sicilian donkey 
looked on. 

"Keeping him in line can be 
difficult sometimes," said 
TVimmell who was holding onto 
Lincoln. 

"The thing about a donkey is 
when they don't want to go, 
they don't want to go. You have 
to pull really hard." 

ichomin@oe.homecomm.net I (734) 953-2145 

Wagner recording in less than a 
year —• with two of the same 
singers in leading roles. 

Jane Eaglen, the English sopra-
no renowned for her Bruennhilde 
and Isolde, is heard here as Senta, 
the Norwegian maiden obsessed 
with the Dutchman's story. She 
acquits herself admirably — 
though Barenboim's decision to 
restore Senta's Ballad to its origi-
nal key of A minor does expose 
her tendency to thin out on very 
high notes. 

But while it's nice to hear her as 
Senta and as Elisabeth on 
Barenboim's recent Tannhaeuser, 

AUDIO BITES 
a record of her two signature roles 
would be more to the point 

Tenor Peter Seiffert, who took 
the title role in the Tannhaeuser 
album, returns here in the smaller 
part of Erik, Senta's jilted suitor, 
and sounds uncomfortable. 

Baritone Falk Struckmann is 
t impressive-Dutchmanrd 

toned and solid, while bass 
Robert Holl is warm and hearty 
as Senta's father, Daland. In the 
small role of the Steersman, tenor 
Rolando Villazon reveals a rich 
voice of uncommon delicacy. 

Barenboim's interpretation is 
fast-paced and muscular, in keep-
ing with the full-speed-ahead 
nature ofWagner's score. But he 
doesn't slight the introspective pas-
sages like the Dutchman's solilo-
quy or his Act 2 duet with Senta. 

-Mike Silverman, AP Writer 

The Best of1990-2000(Island, 
$24.98) by U2 

Two years after U2 roared back 
to life with All That You Can't 
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Leave Behind, they've gone and 
reminded us just how little rele-
vant music they produced during 
the 1990s. 

As with the band's first best-of 
collection released in 1998 (cover-
ing 1980-90), this two-disc set, 
The Best of1390-2000, is heavy 
w i m w e r p r a y e a i i i i i ^ i v i y s i e r w u s 
Ways, Beautiful Day). But there 
aren't many of the obscure 
nuggets that made the earlier 
compilation such a pleasure. 

The old disc had inspired cov-
ers such as the Righteous 
Brothers' Unchained Melody and 
Patti Smith's Dancing Barefoot 
Yet most of the new B-sides actu-
ally are remixes, and bloated ones 
at that Hearing Numb the first 
time was enough, but was Gimme 
Some More Dignity Mix really 
necessary? 

But The Hands That Built 
America, the theme from Martin 
Scorsese's upcoming film, Gangs 
of New York, is absolute drivel 

-Landon Hall, AP Writer 
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PROFESSIONAL THEATER 

Century Theatre 
8-Track: The Sounds of the 70s 
7:30 p.m. Wednesday-Thursday,' 
120 p.m. limited Thursdays, 8:30 
p.m. Friday-Saturday, 5:30 p.m. 
Saturday-Sunday, t:30 p.m. 
Sunday, 333 Madison, Detroit. 
$24:50-$34.50. (313) 963-9800 

Detroit Repertory Theatre 
What Next?lhmqh Dec. 29, 
13103 Woodrow Wilson, Detroit. 
Curtain 8:30 p.m. Thursday and 
Friday, 3 p.m. and 8:30 p.m. 
Saturday, 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. 
Sunday. Admission is $17. (313) 
868-1347 

Gem Theatre 
Shear Madness, 333 Madison, 
Detroit. $24.50 to $34.50. (313) 
963-9800 

Fisher Theatre 
Some Like it //of with Tony 
Curtis, Dec. 3-22. Shows are 8 
p.m. Tuesday-Saturday, 2 p.m. 
Saturday and Sunday and 7:30 
p.m. Sunday. Tickets $35*$70. For 
information, call (313) 872-1000. 
For tickets, call (248)645-6666 

Meadow Brook Theatre 
A Christmas Carol, Nov. 29 
through Dec. 22 at Wilson Hail, 
Oakland University, Rochester 
Hills. Call (248) 377-3300 for 
times, dates and ticket prices. 
Children under 5 will not be 
allowed in the auditorium. 

Plowshares Theatre Company 
Blue runs through Dec. 8. at 
18100 Meyers between Curtis 
and West McNichols, Detroit Call 
(313) 872-0279 for times and 
ticket prices. 

Purple Rose Theatre Company 
Actor Jeff Daniels' piay. Across 
The Way, runs through 
November at the theater, 137 
Park St, Chelsea. 8 p.m. 
Wednesday-Saturday, 3 p.m. 
Saturday matinee. $22.50 to 
$32.50,(734)433-7782 

THEATER 

Eastpointe 
TonyS Tina's WeddfngTM p.m. 
Thursday, Dec. 12 at 24611 Gratiot 
Ave., Eastpointe. Tickets: $60, 
includes supper. Call for reserva-
tions (586) 778-2240. 

Detroit Roostertall 
TonyS Tina's Wedding:4:30 p.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 8,7:30 p.m. 
Monday-Tuesday, Dec. 9-10. at " 
the Roostertail, on the Detroit 
River, south of Jefferson, at the 
foot of Marquette Drive, Detroit. 
Tickets are $69.95 and includes 
a buffet supper. Call for reserva-
tions: (313)822-1234. 

Genittl's Hole-ln-The-Wall 
Dinner Theater presents "in the 
Game" 6 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 30, 
at 108 E. Main, Northville. $45 
per person inclusive. Call for 
reservations, (248)349-0522 

COLLEfiE THEATER 

Hiiberry Theatre 
The Good Doctor, Neil Simon's 
tribute to Anton Chekhov, plays 
in rotating repertory to Feb. 4, at 
the theater on the campus of 
Wayne State University, corner 
of Cass and Hancock, Detroit. $12 
to $20. (313) 577-2972 
The Philadelphia Story: 8 p.m, 
Friday, Nov. 29; 2 and 8 p.m. 
Saturday, Nov. 30; 2 p.m. Dec. 4; 
8 p.m. Dec. 5 and 6. 

University of Detroit Mercy 
The theater company's 32nd 
season continues with Grandma 
Duck is Dead by Larry Shue. 8 
p.m. Thursdays through 
Saturdays; 2 p.m. Sundays, 
Thursday, through Sunday, Dec. 1 
(no performance Thanksgiving 
Day) at the Theatre Company on 
the University of Detroit Mercy's 
Outer Drive campus, 8200 W. 
Outer Drive, Detroit Tickets 
from $8 to $12. Cali(313) 993-
6461. 

WSU Bonstelie Theatre 
A Christmas Carol by Charles 
Dickens Dec. 6-8 and Dec. 13-14. 
at Bonsteile Theatre, 3424 
Woodward Ave., Detroit; Call 
(313) 577-2960 for ticket prices 
and times 

COMMUNITY THEATER 

The Player's Guild of Dearborn 
Annie, Nov. 29, Dec. 1 and 6*8, at 
the guild playhouse, 21730 
Madison, Dearborn. Tickets are 
$14. (313) 561-TKTS 

Pontiac Theatre IV 

Anne ofAvonlea, 7:30 p.m. Dec. 
5,8 p.m. Dec. 6 and 2 p.m. and 8 
p.m. Dec. 7 at Pontiac Northern 
High School, 1051 Ariene, 
Pontiac. Admission is $8 for 
adults and $7 for students and 
senior citizens. Call (248) 624-
3187 for group rates. 

Spotlight Players 
(Formerly the Plymouth Theatre 
Guild) presents Cinderella 8 p.m. 
Friday-Saturday, Nov. 29-30, at 
the Watertower Theatre on the 
campus of Northville Psychiatric 
Hospital, 41001W. Seven Mile, 
west of Haggerty, east of 
Northville Road. $14, $10 ages 10-
18, and $5 ages 2-9. (248) 349-
7110 

YOUTH PRODUCTIONS 

Genittl 's Children's Theater 
lunch with Santa "Snow Day" 
11:30 a.m. Saturday, Nov. 30, at 
the restaurant, 108 E. Main, 
Northville. $13.95, $12.95 kids. 
(248)349-0522 

"Hie Millennium Centre 
Youtheatre presents Robinson ' 
Crusoe at 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 7, and 2 p.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 8, at 15600 J.L 
Hudson Drive, Southfield. Tickets 
are $8 in advance and $10 at the 
show. (248) 557-7529 for infor-
mation. The show aiso features 
a Scholastic Book Fair and salute 
presentation for area Cub and 
Boy Scouts. 

PuppetART 
Crane Maiden, based on a 
Japanese folk tale, 2 p.m. 
Saturday, Nov. 30, at Detroit 
Puppet Theater, 25 E. Grand 

. River, Detroit. $7, $5 children. 
(313) 961-7777 

Wild Swan Theater 
Presents The Wizard of Oz 
Wednesday-Sunday, Dec. 11-15, at 
Towsley Auditorium, Morris 
Lawrence Building Washtenaw 
Community College, 4800 E. 
Huron River Drive, Ann Arbor. 
Tickets $6/ children; $8/ adults. 
For times, call (734)995-0530. 
For tickets, call (734) 424-9591 

OPERA 

Detroit's Orchestra Hall 
The University of 
Michigan School of 
Music presents De 
Organizer, a one-act "biues 
opera" about union organiz-
ing, 8p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 3, 
at 3711 Woodward Ave., 
Detroit. Free tickets are 
required call or go to 
box office (313) 576-5111, 
Monday-FridayJO a.m. to 6 
p.m. 

HOLIDAY PROGRAMS 

Ann Arbor Symphony Orchestra 
Sing-Along With Santa Benefit, 4 
p.m., Saturday, Dec. 14, at 
Bethlehem United Church of 
Christ, 423 S. Fourth Ave., down-
town Ann Arbor. Tickets $5/ chil-
dren; $10/ adults; $251 family; 
$50/patrons (734) 994-4801 

Dearborn Heights Civic Theatre 
Presents The Coal Miners' 
Christmas by Daniel Kehde, 8 
p.m. Dec. 6; 3 and 8 p.m. Dec. 7; 
and 3 and 7 p.m. Dec. 8 at the 
Berwyn Center, 26155 
Richardson, Dearborn Heights. 
Tickets: $9/ adults; $7/ students 
and seniors (313) 56M275. 
Please bring a non-perishable 
food item for needy people. The 
Cherry Hill Baptist Church 
women will host a reception 
after each show. 

Detroit Chamber Winds and 
Strings 

Holiday Brass, a program of holi-
day music, 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
Dec. 10, at the Costick Center, 
28600 W. 11 Mile, Farmington 
Hills. Tickets, $15 adults, $12 sen-
ior citizens, $10 children. (248) 
473-1857 

Detroit Concert Choir 
Performs "Sweet Sounds of 
Christmas" at 8 p.m. Dec. 14 at 
St. Hugo of the Hills, 2215 
Opdyke, Bloomfield Hills, and 4 
p.m. Dec. 15 at St. Clare of 
Montefalco, 1401 Whittier at 
Mack, Grosse Pointe Park. 
Tickets $15/ $12 seniors and stu-
dents (313) 882-0118 

Farmington Community Chorus 
Performing "Yule Cheer" at 8 
p.m., Friday-Saturday, Dec. 20-21 
at Mercy High School 
Auditorium, on the corner of 11 

Mile and Middiebelt 
Farmington Hills. Tickets are $10. 
(810)632-4067 

Genittl's Hole-ln-The-Wall 
Children's Theater, lunch with 
Santa "Snow Day" at 11:30 
Saturday, Nov. 30. Tickets $12.95/ 
kids; $13.95/adults. Price 
includes lunch and show. 108 E. 
Main, Northville (248)349-4641 

King's Feast 
William Tyndale College hosts a . 
musical performance and dinner 
presented in the style of the 
Renaissance with period cos-
tumes, trumpeters and old 
English dining fare 6 p.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 6, at the college 
in Farmington Hilis. $30. (248) 
553-7200, Ext 450 

La Belle Provence 
Karolyn Grimes (Zuzu Bailey 
from It's a Wonderful Life) auto-
graphs copies of It's a Wonderful 
Life Cookbook co-authored by 
Franklin Dohanyos.2-4 p.m., 
Wednesday, Dec. 4, at 185 W. 
Maple, Birmingham. (248) 540-
3876 

Livonia Civic Chorus 
Annual holiday concerts, 
"Wishing You the Merriest," with 
St. Pete's jazz ensemble and this 
year's musical scholarship win-
ner Mary Beth Rosencrantz 7:30 
p.m. Friday-Saturday, Dec. 13-14, 
and 3 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 15, at the 
Livonia Civic Center Library 
Auditorium, 32777 Five Mile, east 
of Farmington, Livonia. $10, $8 
seniors and students, $5 chil-
dren younger than 12. (734) 466-
2410 

Livonia Youth Choir 
Winter concert at 3:30 p.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 7, at Faith 
Lutheran Church, 30000 Five 
Mile, Livonia. Free admission, 
reception follows concert (734) 
425-1749 

Lutheran 
Church of 
the 

I 

Andy Huff, Jennifer Tuttle and Eddie Collins rehearse a scene from The Philadelphia Story, the Philip Barry play running in rotating 
repertory through Feb. 1, at the Hiiberry Theatre, 4743 Cass on. the Wayne State University campus, Detroit. The story centers on a 
Philadelphia socialite of the 1930s preparing for her second wedding to an up-and-coming businessman. Times are 8 p.m. Friday-
Saturday, Nov. 29-30,2 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 30, and Wednesday, Dec. 4, and 8 p.m. Thursday-Friday, Dec. 5-6. Tickets are $12-$20. Call 
(313) 577-2972. -

town Northville. Tickets are 
$7.50. No children under age 3, 
please. Call (248) 349-8110 for 
times. 
Also enjoy, Christmas On Main 
Street, old and new tunes for 
the family 7 p.m. Fridays, Nov. 
29, Dec. 6,13 and 20; 7 p.m. 

. Saturdays, Nov. 30, Dec. 7,14, 
and 21. 

Michigan Opera Theatre 
Broadway music and 

holiday rhythms 
7:30 p.m. 

Friday, Dec. 
6, at the 

Miranda Stone performs 8 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 30, at Trinity House 
Theatre, 38840 West Six Mile, Livonia. Tickets are $10, $7 theater 
members. Call (734) 464-6302. The Toronto singer/songwriter/gui-
tarist calls her music "gentle-folk-punk." Her newest release 
Seven Deadly Sins dram on elements of jazz, country and blues 
rock. 

Redeemer 
"Festive Adorations: A Holiday 
Concert" 3 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 8, 
at 1800 W. Maple, Birmingham. 
Call (248) 363-3303 for more 
information 

The Madrigal Chorale of 
Southfield 

Holiday music 8 p.m. Saturday, . 
Dec. 7, at Old St Mary's Church 
at Monroe and St Antoine in 
Detroit's Greektown. Tickets $15 
in advance or $18 at door. (586) 
465-5973 

The Marquis Theatre 
Velveteen Rabbit, a musical ver-
sion, live on stage through Jan. 
19,2003 at 135 E. Main St., down-

Orchard Ridge Campus, Smith 
Theatre, 27055 Orchard Lake 

'Road, Farmington Hills. $15 (sen-
ior/ student discounts available). 
(248)942-3241 

Michigan Star Clipper Dinner 
Train 

Santa Train, noon and 2 p.m. 
Dec. 14, $10/ adults, $9/ seniors/ 
children. Reservations required. 
(248)960-9440 

The Millennium Centre 
Youtheatre presents The 
Christmas That Almost Wasn't 
and Snack With Santa. 
Performance is 2:30 p.m. Dec. 15 
and Snack with Santa is 1-3:30 
p.m. at 15600 J.L. Hudson Drive, 

Southfield, (248) 557-7529 
Tickets $8 in advance $10 at 

Also appearing at 8 p.m. Dec. 14, 
"Holiday Musical Magic" per-
formed by The Boys Choir of 
Harlem. 

Motor City Lyric Opera 
Amahl and the Night Visitors 
7:30 p.m. Dec. 19; land 6 p.m. 
Dec. 21; land 4 p.m. Dec. 22 at 
350 Madison Avenue, Detroit. 
Tickets $20/adults; $10/stu-
dents at Music Hall Box Office 
(313) 963-2366 or online at 
www.ticketmaster.com 

St. Paul's Presbyterian Church 
"Christmas Time Is Near,"a con-
cert, 3 p.m, Sunday, Oec.1, at 
27475 Five Mile, just west of 
Inkster Road, Livonia. Featuring 
The Langsford Men's Chorus and 

. Prime vocal jazz. Donations 
accepted after concert. (248) 

Plymouth Community Chorus 
"Sing Gloria!" The 29th annual 
Christmas concert at 8 p.m. 
Friday-Saturday, Dec. 13-14; 4 
p.m. Sunday, Dec. 15, at 
Northville High School, 45700 
Six Mile, Northville, (734)254-
9617 for information. Tickets are 
$12. 

Redford Civic Symphony 
Seasonal music including White 
Christmas, The Christmas Suite, 
Rudolph the Red-Hosed 
Reindeer, selections from the 
Messiah and more 3 p.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 1, at Our Lady of 
Loretto, Beech-Daly and Six Mile, 
and 3 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 8, at St. 
Hilary, on Elmira off Plymouth 
east of Telegraph. No charge. 

Royal Oak First Presbyterian 
Church 

"What Sweeter Music: Christmas 
with The New Cranbrook 
Singers" joined by orchestra, 7 
p.m. Sunday, Dec. 15, at the 
church, 529 Hendrie Blvd., Royal 
Oak. Tickets, $25-$5, available 
Dec. 7 and 14 at Royal Oak 
Farmer's Market, H Mile at Troy 
Street or by calling (734) 677-
4796 

Troy Community Chorus 
"Holiday Gift" concert at 8 p.m. 
Friday, Dec. 6, at Athens High on 
the west side of John R, north of 
Wattles. Tickets run $5 to $10. 
Call for info: (248) 879-0138 

Troy Historical Society & Troy 
Museum Guild 

Hanging of the Greens: Stroll 
around, enjoy punch and cook-
ies, listen to carolers, make holi-
day crafts and visit Santa, 1-5 
p.m. Sunday, Dec. 8, at Troy 
Museum, 60 W. Wattles, Troy. 
Free admission (248) 524-3570 

University Musical Society 
Handel's Messiah (Mozart edi-

Making contact: Please submit items for publication in Going Places to 
Linda Chomin two weeks in advance of event. Observer & Eccentric 
Newspapers, 36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia, Mi 48150 or fax (734) 591-72T9 

tion) 8 p.m. Friday, Dec. 6, at 911 
N. University Ave., UMS Choral 
Union. Tickets range from $12-
$20. For information (734) 764-
2538 and 8 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 
7, at Michigan Theater, 603 E. 
Liberty, Ann Arbor. 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

Fisher Theatre 
The Apple Award will be present-
ed to Carol Channing. Festivities 
start at 5:30 p.m. Dec. 4 at the 
Fisher Theatre, Detroit it begins 
with a cocktail hour and 
strolling buffet with the oppor-
tunity to visit with Channing, the 
award presentation, and after 
that a performance of Some 
Like It Hot with Tony Curtis. 
Tickets may be obtained by call-
ing (313) 577-1458 or (313) 872-
1177. 

Holiday Doll Show 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 8, 
at the Plymouth VFW, 1426 S. 
Mill. $5. children younger than 10 
free. (734) 455-2110 

Warner Middle School 
Used instrument sale, if you 
have an instrument to sell, take 
it to the sale or if you need an 
instrument, go to the sale 7-8:30 
p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 3, at Warner 
Middle School Cafeteria, 30303 
W. 14 Mile, Farmington. (248) 
489-3412 

BENEFITS 

Andiamo Italia 
Along with Angie D'Aleo Moreili 
and the U.S. Marine Corps will 
host its ninth annual Toys for 
Tots Christmas party 6:30-11 p.m. 
Tuesday, Dec. 3. at 7096 E. 14 
Mile, Warren. Price of admission 
is one new, unwrapped toy. 
There will be free hors cbeu-
vres, a cash bar, and entertain-
ment by."Royce" (248) 545-2222 

Food Bank of Oakland County 
Larry Nozero Quintet plays at a 
benefit for the food bank at 7 
p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 11, at the 
food bank's warehouse. 120 E. 
Columbia, Pontiac. Tickets are 
$10. (248)332-1473 

Mosaic Youth Theatre of Detroit 
10th annual Holiday Perform-A-
Thon Kick-off, 8-9 a.m. Saturday, 
Dec. 7, at Historic Fort Wayne, 
6325 W. Jefferson. Detroit. Guest 
appearance by Wendy from 
Wendy's International 
Restaurants. Performances at 
10:50 a.m. at Lutheran Nursing 
Home, 28910 Plymouth Road, 
Livonia, and 4 p.m. at Laurel 
Park West, 38910 Six Mile, 
Livonia. For other performance 

. sites or information, call, (313) 
872-6910 

CLASSICAL 

Detroit Symphony Orchestra 
Perform the music of 
Beethoven, Mozart and Haydn 
including Beethoven's 
Symphony No. 6 Pastorale, 8 
p.m. Friday, Nov. 29.8:30 p.m. 
Saturday, Nov. 30, and 3 p.m. 

Sunday, Dec. 1, at Orchestra Hall, 
3711 Woodward, Detroit. $15-$56. 
(313)576-5111 

JAZZ/BLUES 

Elaine Elias Trio 
Kissed by Nature Tour with Marc 
Johnson and Satoshi Takeishi, 
Dec. 13-14 at The Bird of 
Paradise, 312 S. Main St., Ann 
Arbor. Call (734) 662-8310 for 
time and ticket information. 

Matt Michaels Trio 
8 p.m Wednesday, at Ron's 
Fireside Inn, 28937 Warren Road, 
two blocks east of Middiebelt, 
Garden City. $5 cover charge 
with dinner order. $10 cover 
without dinner. (734) 762-

Tim Flaharty Trio 
With Nancy K. 9 p.m. to 1 a.m. 
Saturday, Nov. 30, at Woodruff's 

• Supper Club, 212 W. Sixth, Royal 
Oak (248)586-1519 

Larry Nozero Jazz Quintet 
Performs 8 p.m. to midnight 
Monday, at Mitch Housey's Food 
& Spirits, Livonia. (734) 425-5520 
or visit www.larrynozero.com 

Vince James Trio 
8-11 p.m. Wednesday, at 
Compari's, 350 S. Main, 
Plymouth. (734) 416-0100 

Schoolcraft College Jazz 
Jazz Combos 7:30-8 p.m. and Big 
Band 8 p.m. Monday, Dec. 9, in 
the Waterman Center on cam-
pus, 18600 Haggerty, Livonia, 

. and 7 p.m. Monday, Dec. 2, at 
Livonia Mall, Seven Mile and 
Middiebelt No charge. 

POPS/SWING/CABARET 

American Golden Doo-Wop 
Music Spectacular 

With Lou Christie. Tommy Roe, 
the Original Tymes, Lenny Cocco 
and the Chimes, and Peggy 
March, 7 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 7, at 
the Ford Community & 
Performing Arts Center in 
Dearborn, (313)943-2354. 

Bird of Paradise Orchestra 
9 p.m. Monday, at the Bird of 
Paradise, Ann Arbor. (734) 662-
8310 (big band, swing, bop) 

Congregation B'nai Moshe 
Third annual Cabaret Night enti-
tled, "Music Schmusic" at 8 p.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 7, at 2800 Drake, 
West Bloomfield. Donation of $10 
per person in advance or $12.50 
at the door, includes refresh-
ments. (248) 788-0600 

FOLK/ACOUSTIC 

Detroit Women's Coffeehouse 
Fail Series 2002: Me, Here, & Her, 
7:30 p.m. Nov. 30; Joanna Karner, 
Ava Rodgers. Becky Austin, 
Adrienne Jones and Allison 
Lewis, 7:30 p.m. Dec. 14 at 4605 
Cass, Detroit Tickets: Sliding 
scale $7-$12. (313) 831-2999. 

WORLD MUSIC 

Pat McDunn 
8-11 p.m. Friday, at Duke 
Humphries, Rochester Hills. No 
cover. (248) 601-1100 (Irish) 

ANDREA BOCELLI 
DECEMBER 1 

p i s Tickets available at PilltlCPjIliUoM, The Palace Box Office and 

all ticketmaster locations. Charge at 248-645-6666. m 


