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Off ice ©pen; The Observer 
Newspapers Customer 
Service Department will 
be open from 8 a.m. to 10 
a.m. Sunday, March 31. 
Subscribers who need 
help or have questions, 
may call (734) 591-0500. 

ARTS 

Cast glass: Michael 
Pavlik's and Vladimira 
Klumpar's dramatic work 
in glass is one of 320 
works on display at 
Habatat Galleries, which 
are hosting the 30th 
International Glass Invi-
tational during April, fB± 

Green thumbs; It's not 
quite Mary Mary Quite 
Contrary, but youngsters 
in classrooms across the 

estate are 
learn-
ing to 
become ' 
junior 
master 
gardeners 
under the 
tutelage 
of master 
garden-
ers./G± 
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STAFF PHOTOS BY EUZABKTB CARNEGIE 

Campaign stop: Gubernatorial candidates James Blanchard and David Bonior exchange com-
ments from the podium during Monday's school finance summit at Salem High School. Below, 
part of the crowd of about 1,000 that jammed the school cafeteria. 

Hopefuls debate school 
funding at Salem forum 

• Democratic and 
Green Party guberna-
torial candidates gave 
their take on chang-
ing Proposal A and 
other school finance 
issues to a packed 
house Mon< 

B Y TONY BRUSCATO • ' 
STAFF WRITER 
ibruscaio@ae.h0mecomm.net 

Michigan Citizens for Fairness in Public School Fund-
ing held its first statewide summit three years ago to 
address the inequities of state foundation grants for 
Michigan school districts. 

w^m 
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At the time, state legislators said there was nothing 
they could do to help because the people spoke by voting 
in Proposal A. In other words, live with it. 

Monday night, the summit at Salem High School 
attracted four gubernatorial candidates and a representa-
tive for another, all of whom put their best political feet 
forward by telling the thousand people in attendance 
what they've been waiting to hear. 

"It's time the state starts to work with local school dis-
tricts to modernize Proposal A," said Democratic guber-
natorial candidate, and former governor, James Blan-
chard. 

And, in some form or another, the bi-partisan panel, 
which in this case consisted of the Democrat and Green 
parties, with no Republican candidates represented, 

tt 'It's time the state starts to work 
with local school districts to modernize 
Proposal A.' 

James Blanchard 
' candidate 

echoed Blanchard in stating local school districts desper-
ately need help to survive financially. However, not all 
would include changing Proposal A. 

"I would make sure we pause on the income tax reduc-
tion and the single business tax reduction ... I would go 
after federal dollars," said Congressman David Bonior, also 
a Democratic gubernatorial candidate. "I think we should 

Please see A6 
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driver 
facing 
trial 
BY JACK GLADDEN 
STAFF WRITER 
jgladden@oe.homecomxii.net 

After a five-hour preliminary hearing 
in 35th District Court, a 24-year-old 
Westlajnd man was bound over for trial 
in Wayne County Circuit Court on 
charges stemming from the New Year's 
morning traffic death of a 19-year-old 
Canton man. 

i ^ m c M s I 

Joseph Paul Bandy was bound over 
by Judge John MacDonald on four 
charges: operating under the influence 
of liquor causing death, manslaughter 
with a motor vehicle and two counts of 
OUIL causing serious injury. The first 
two charges each carry a maximum of 
penalty of 15 years in prison; the last 
two have a minimum penalty of five 
years in prison. 

Circuit court arraignment was set for 
April 8. 

Bandy was the driver of a Ford F-150 
pickup truck that collided head-on with 
a 1993 Ford Escort station wagon driv-
en by Eric Ernes t Dodsworth, 19, 
shortly after 3 a.m. on New Year's Day. 
Dodsworth was killed in the accident. 

A passenger in Dodsworth's car, 
Charles Michael*Savino, 17, of Canton 
was seriously injured, as was a passen-
ger in the F-150, Cristie Laurie Oper-
hall, 23, of Dearborn Heights. Another 
passenger in the pickup, Kevin Michael 
Swope, 23, of Garden City was not 
injured. Bandy was also injured and 
spent a week in the hospital. 

The accident occurred on Warren 
just east of Lilley. 

At Monday's court exam Swope, a 
Detroit police officer, testified that he 
and Bandy, a dispatcher for the Airport 
Police at Detroit Metropolitan Airport, 
had been to two different bars the 
night the accident happened. 

Under questioning from Assistant 
Wayne County Prosecutor Terrence 
Haugabook, Swope said they had been 
to Malarkey's in Westland where they 
spent about an hour-and-a-half. Swope 
said he had a couple of beers there and 
that Bandy "had a beer." 

From there, he testified, they went to 
Sneaky's on Lilley Road, arriving about 
midnight and staying there until about 
3 a.m. Swope said that he had "a shot 
of liquor" and maybe four beers. He 
said at one time during the evening he 
saw Bandy with a Bud Lite. 

see 

rezonmg over 
BY JACK GLADDEN 
STAFF WRITER 
jgladden@oe.homecomin.net 

More than a dozen residents rallied 
at Tuesday's Board of Trustees meeting 
to oppose the planned rezoning of a 
nearby wooded area from single-family 
residential to condominiums. 

When the two-hour debate ended, 
however, trustees voted 6-1 to approve 
the zoning change. Trustee Bob Shef-

ferly voted against it. 
The 17-acre site west of Haggerty 

and south of Palmer is surrounded on 
three sides by the Woodereek and Echo 
Forest subdivisions, along with the 
Wethersfield Condominiums. The 
unnamed prospective buyers of the 
land have requested the rezoning. 
Bryan Amann, an attorney represent-
ing the buyers, said his clients have 
indicated their desire to build condos 

on the site, which is just south of the 
existing condo complex. 

The Planning Commission recom-
mended approval of the request earlier 
this month at a meeting attended by 
about 50 angry residents. Several of 
those who addressed the planning com-
mission at that meeting also spoke out 
at Tuesday's board meeting. 

Jim McCarthy, whose property backs 
up to the site, said he was concerned 

about issues of compatibility, sewer 
capacity, traffic and effects on wet-
lands. 

"Seventy-two percent of the sur-
rounding area is adjacent to R-3 (single 
family residential) today," he told the 
board. 

Other residents also brought up the 

P l e a s e see REZONING, A5 

Draw-tite closing local 
plant; 300 face layoff 
BY JACK GLADDEN 
STAFF WHITER 
jgladden@oe.homecomm.net 

Draw-Tite, a manufacturing plant in 
Canton since 1984, is shutting down. 
About 400 people are employed at the 
facility, which manufactures trailer 
hitches and accessories. A warehouse 
near Beck and Michigan will also be 
closed. 

Kurt Ruecke, director of corporate 
communications for TriMas Corp., said 
about 300 hourly jobs will be lost. 

"To minimize the impact on these 
employees, severance and outplace-
ment assistance will be provided," the 
company said on Wednesday. 

The company is also closing a Reese 

Towing Products plant in Elkhart, Ind. 
Thirty salaried employees will be laid 
off at that location. The Draw-Tite and 
Reese operations will be combined at a 
manufacturing plant in Goshen, Ind. 

"Basically we have two facilities that 
make similar if not identical towing 
products," Ruecke said. "We're combin-
ing those into one in Goshen." 

Of the remaining 100 employees at 
the Canton facility, Ruecke said about 
60 will be moved to a Towing Products 
Business Center yet to be established 
in the Metro Detroit area. The other 40 
employees are seasonal workers. 

TriMas is a subsidiary of Metaldyne 

Please see 

All smiles at the chamber auction 

I 
M 

u 
P h o t o by Lisa f e d o b 

Place your bets: 
Laine and 
William Buszka 
celebrate their 
winning bid for a 
trip to Las Vegas 
during the live 
auction portion of 
Friday's annual 
dinner and auc-
tion hosted by the 
Canton Chamber 
of Commerce. For 
more on the gala 
at the Hellenic 
Cultural Center, 
please turn to 
Page A3. 

Newsroom: 734-459-2700 
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Resident promoted to 
partner by law firm 

Julia Perkins of Canton has 
been named p a r t n e r a t t he 
Detroit-based law firm Jaffe 
Rai t t Heuer & Weiss. The 
announcement was made by 
Jaffe Raitt managing partner 
Jeffrey G. Heuer. 

As a member of the firm's 
litigation group, Perkins con-
centrates her practice in fami-
ly law, including custody dis-

putes and post-judgment mat-
ters as well as general com-
mercial litigation. 

Perkins is a 1990 graduate 
of Indiana University, Bloom-
ington, where she received 
her B.S. in Business, and is a 
1996 magna cum laude gradu-
ate of Detroit College of Law 
at Michigan State University. 

She is a member of t h e 

S t a t e Bar of Michigan, the 
American Bar Association and 
Cathol ic Lawyers Society. 
She sits on the Family Law 
Advisory Committee to the 
Wayne County Fami ly 
Judges. She also co-chairs the 
Membership Services Com-
mit tee of the Women's Eco-
nomic Club. 

Scott's 4-STEP 
Lawn Fertilizer Program 
4 bags 5,000 sq.Jl. each 

$ 5 4 " 
1700-002 

Gmemtew 4-STEP 
Lawn Fertilizer Program 
4 bags 10,000 sq.Jl each 

REG. 
$69.99 A«7 

CLOSED 
W S T A s r E R SUNDAY REDBUD 

Single Stem 6-8' 
Potted 

CLEMATIS r 
REG. $59.99 

Lavender-

plnkjlowers 

obom In early 

spring before 

the leaves m \ 

appear, 

#0220-306 

Many varieties, 
many colors. 

REG. $7.99 

#3950-532 

S H O W P I A C F 

CANTON 6 
Ford Rd IMiloW.of 1-275 

844-F ILM 

$S.8Q DAILY MatUv&es til 4pm & Seniors 
S3.78 Students & Uta Show Frl & Sat 

S7.5Q Evenings Mon-Thura 
O No Passes 

Unlimited Free Drink & .25e Corn Refills 

ALL SCREENS 
DIGITAL STtliEO 

Deluxe Air Hookas T a b l e 

E V E R Y O N E 
F U E E 

SPRING MATINEES? 
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 10&11 A M 

MARCH 23 & 24 

CATS & DOGS (PQ) 
MMCH30&31 

ROAD TO ELDORADO ISN31 

WESLEY 
SNIPES 

mownms 3/22-3/23 
O BLADE 2 (R) 
11:50,220,4:40,7:05,9:30 

o E.T. m mm tirbestw/U. m 
11:45,2:10,4:35,7:00,9:25 

o SHOWTIME (PG-13) 
12:50,2:50.4:50,6:55,9:00 

OiCE AGE (PG) 
(SUN 11:15) 1:15,3:15,5:15,7:15,9:10 

O RESIDENT EVIL {R} 
12:30,2:40,5:00,7:25,9:45 

TIME MACHINE (PG-13) 

12:00,2:00,4:25,7:35,9:40 

7 3 4 - 4 5 3 - 5 5 0 0 

EARLY SPRING HOURS 
'.I• i:: ^ it •< •: • "iu:: ! 1 

OFFERS EXPIRE 4/3/02 

E 3 9900 Ann Arbor Rd./Plymouth Rd. 

, 2 0 o z . D R I N K , 
I with 51,50 (1/2 price) purchasa 
I of 46oz.bag of buttery popcorn 
^ "65" am p#r afl S Canton 6 

7 .Vrli's U.-.r »/ I 
1 , Vi/< •. S'i 1;f 1 1./ If J 
I til lift •>! (rl'.'/fi I i MM! Hi 

IV Iff IV. CANTONS. COM • 

PRE 

CARDS • WRAP 
• BAGS - RIBBON 
C I O U S 

MOMENTS 
/ Buy I , 

• G e i i , l E £ E 

T E D D I E S 

« © % - O f f 

30% Off Wedding Invitations 
Includes Response &. Reception Cards 

25% Off Wedding Accessories 
•Ring Bearer Pillows • Toasting Glasses •Plume Pen Holder Sets 

•Bride & Groom Honeymoon T-shirts Caps 
• Unity Candles Holders • Cake Toppers -Bridal Garters 

• "Bride Groom Glasses 
HngC 
• ran 

Flower Girl 

Guest 
'ppers -Bri 
it Registry Books 

Bride's Hankies • Wedding Cake Knives Servers -Bridal Nylons 
Aisle Runners • King ; Bearer Flower Girl Caps 

Bask< <ets - Bridal Bags 

Dealer for Dept. 56, Snow Babies, Precious Moments, Cherished Teddies, 
Seraphim Angels, Demdaco and Sarah's Angels, Pretty As A Picture 

CswAx and 

3 0 1 0 4 Fort 
• Garden 

7 3 4 . 4 2 1 . 
Hours: Mon., Wed., Frl. 10-6 
Tues., Thurs. 10-7? Sat. 10-5 

'}flp6i Iftajof Credit Cardf Accepted 
L1101384 

Trial from page A1 

Defense a t torney Henry 
Scharg asked if Bandy appeared 
to be drunk at any time during 
the evening. Swope said he did 
not and that there was nothing 
abnormal about his driving 
either before or after their visit 
to Sneaky's. 

He said that Cristie Operhall 
was with them at the bar and 
that when they left they were 
going to take her home. She was 
riding in the front seat. 

Swope said t h a t they were 
going east on Warren and that 
he "looked down a t his cell 
phone" for a moment and when 
he looked up he saw headlights 
in front of them. "I don't remem-
ber a crash," he said, "but there 

Savino, t he passenger in 
Dodsworth's car, testified that 
his last memory before waking 
up in the hospital was seeing 

• Savino, the passen-
ger In Dodsworth's car, 
testified that his last 
memory before waking 
up in the hospital was 
seeing 'lights coming 
towards us.' 

"lights coming towards us." 
Randolph Rankin, a Canton 

police officer and accident inves-
tigator, testified that after the 
crash police measured more than 
60 feet of skid marks left by the 
Escort. He said there were no 
skid marks left by the F-150. 

At the time of impact, Rankin 
said, T h e Ford F-150 was in the 
westbound lane of Warren." He 
said based on the investigation 
of the scene, he estimated the 

Escort was traveling about I 
mph before the crash and the J 
150 at about 42.5 mph. 

Timothy William Darrow,i 
resp i ra to ry t h e r a p i s t a t Si 
Joseph Mercy Hospital in An 
Arbor where Bandy was take 
after the accident, testified thg 
he drew blood from him at 4:2 
a.m. about an hour-and-a-ha! 
af ter the accident for a blod 
alcohol test. The results of thsi 
test showed a blood alcohol levs! 
of 0.096 

Scharg argued that there wes 
problems with the "chain of cus-
tody* of those blood samples a i 
he thought they could have beet 
contaminated. A second blod 
test , taken about three hour* 
after the accident a f te r polis 
had obtained a search warrait 
and processed at the State Poli® 
lab, showed a blood alcohol level 
of 0.05. 

4 stores sell to 
4 don't in tobacco 

Four Canton businesses were 
ticketed last week for selling 
tobacco products to an underage 
police decoy. 

The sting operation is part of 
an ongoing compliance program 
through the Michigan Depart-
ment of Community Health. 

Businesses receiving tickets 
were Wildeberry Party Store on 
Ford Road, Mirage Party Store 
on Sheldon, Shah Grocery on 

Colthurst 
for 

COP CALLS 

Judge 

K 
F> EXPERIENCE 

COUNTS 
www.colihumfoijudge.com 

PjU Cm hv i.nc Oilllwm for Judte Committee ISlO Maniim, Canlon. Ml 4818? 

Sheldon and India Grocers on 
Ford. 

Stores that did not sell to the 
decoy were Grapevine Par ty 
Store on Ford, CVS Pharmacy on 
Sheldon and Rite Aid Drug Store 
on Canton Center. 

Theft from truck 
A Canton resident reported to 

police Monday t h a t his semi-
t ruck was broken into while 
parked in the rest stop area of I-
275. 

He said he parked the truck 
there about noon and went to his 
home. When he returned about 
10 p.m. the passenger side win-
dow of the cab was broken out. A 
Cobra CB radio valued at $150 
was missing, along with hand 
tools and clothes valued at $400. 
Damage to the window was esti-
mated at $500. 

Ti res slashed 
A resident of the 43700 block of 

Brandywine told police he parked 
his car on the street in front of 
his home about 7 p.m. Saturday. 

When he went to his car the 

next mdrning, both driver's side 
tires had been slashed. 

Window smashed 
A Brownstown resident said le 

was stopped on Haggerty Road 
about 1:15 p.m. Sunday waiting 
to make a left turn on to Ford 
when a rock crashed through the 
front passenger side window. The 
rock landed on the floor panel 
under the steering wheel. 

The man said he th inks the 
rock was thrown because there 
were no cars in the southbound 

of Haggerty. 

Thef t from car 
An Indiana man reported to 

police Sunday that while his Ford 
Expedition was parked on the lot 
at Super Bowl on Ford road, 
someone smashed a window and 
took two television sets from the 
vehicle. 

He said he had parked about 
11 a.m. Saturday and when he 
returned to the truck about 2 
a.m. Sunday it had been broken 
into, 

The television sets were valued 
at $725 with damage to the win-
dow of $300. 

- Jack Gladden 

1 P L Y M O U T H 

WE ARE NOW A 
" 1 0 0 % SMOKE FREE" RESTAURANT! 

Come In & Try Our 

i l l '. 

HI*5 II 
LiSiliH S l i O l i l i ! 

...and our a 
Famous Satin. S 

4 6 8 W r f B " A r b o r R d . • P l y m o u t h • 7 3 4 - 4 5 5 - 8 0 7 3 

FREE 
PICTURE 

w i l h Use 

Easter 
Bunny! 

March 50 
10 a.ni.-l p.m. 
2 p.tn.-4 p.m. 

S t e i i i i \ & 

See us for all your home & garden needs. 
Bright vibrant blooming spring plants 

and fresh fragrant 
arrangements. 

N 

KELLER 
& STEIN 

Michigan Ave. 

42158 Michigan Avenue 
Canton 

- J u s t W e s t o f 1 - 2 7 5 -

754-597-0800 
Fax 734-397-2426 

http://www.colihumfoijudge.com
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Did you know... 
• The library recently added 
five more word processing sta-
tions? 
• You can look at your library 
record and renew items you 
have checked out on your 
home PC a t : 
ht tp: / /catalog.cantonpl.org/ 
pa t ron info? 

Teens can join us for Teen 
lys (games and food) 3-5 

p.m. starting April 2? 
• Baby Ruth candy bars were 
introduced in 1920? 
• Registration for the parent-
teen book discussion group is 
April 1-7? The book for discus-
sion is The Joy Luck Club by 
Amy Tan. .•_.<• 
• April is National Human 
Month? 

Web watch 
Check out these new Web 
sites: 
• www.language-museum.com 
• www.countryreports.org 
• www.Kidchef.com 
• www.umte4justice.com 
• www.brainexplorer.org 

US 

q&A 
Q: Who created the sculpture 
at Mt. Rushmore? 
A: Gutzon Borglum, an Amer-
ican sculptor created the huge 
sculpture of four American 
presidents (Washington, Jef-
ferson, Lincoln, and Theodore; 
Roosevelt) at Mount Rushmore 
Nat ional Memorial in t he 
Black Hills of South Dakota. 
Borglum was born in 1871 at 
Bear Lake, Indiana, and was 
the son of Mormon pioneers. 
He spent the last 14 years of 
his life oh the Mount Rush-
more sculpture. 

Source: The Teacher's Calen-
dar, 2001-2002. 

New Teen Fiction 
• Ten Miles from Winnemucea 
• Thelma Hatch Wyss 
• Rockbuster - Gloria • 
Skurzynski 
H When My Name Was Keoko -
Linda Park 
• The Beguilers - Ka t i e 
Thompson 
S Things Not Seen - Andrew 
Clements 

New Videos and DVDs 
• Celebrity (DVD) t 

• The Key (videocassette) 
• Adventures In Babysitting 
(DVD) 
• Maze (videocassette) 
• Three Brothers (videocas-
sette) 

• The Man Who Cried (DVD) 

New CDs 
• 51 Phantom - North Missis-
sippi All-stars 
• The Best OfDianne Reeves 

9 Visions Of Love .- Robin & 
Linda Williams 
• Grammy Nominees 2002 

New Audio Books 
On Cassette 
• Portrait In Sepia • Isabel 
Allende 
• The Good German - Joseph 
Kanon r ; 
• The Crusades Through Arab 
Byes - Anirh Maalouf 
• The Withdrawing Room -
Charlotte MacLeod 
M The Rare Coin Score -
Richard Stark . 

New Adult Fiction 
and Nonaction 
• Red Water - Judith Freeman 
(fiction) 
B Civil Blood - Ann McMillan 
(mystery); 
B John Gielgud: The Autho-
rized Biography - Sheridan 
Morley (nonfiction) 
• Blues Lessons - Robert Hel-
lenga>(fiction) » 

The Wizard Of Odds: How 
Jack Molinas Almost 
Destroyed The Game Of Bas-
ketball - Charles Rosen 

Hot Topic Of The Week 
• April Fools' Day! April 
Fools' Day seems to have 
begun i n France in 1564. 
April 1 used to be New Year's 
Day, but the New Year was 
changed to Jan. 1 that year. 
People who insisted on cele-
bra t ing the "old" New Year 
became known as April fools. 
The general concept of a feast 
of fools, however, is an old one. 
.The, Romans-had such a day 
and medieval monasteries had 
days when the abbot or bishop 
was replaced for a day by a 
common monk, who would 
order his superiors to do the 
most men ia l or r idiculous 
tasks. The joke of the day is to 
deceive persons by sending 
them upon frivolous and non-
sensical errands; or to betray 
them into some supposed ludi-
crous situation as to enable 
you to call t hem "an April 
Fool." 

@ the Canton Library is, com-
piled by Laura Dorogi of the 
library staff. The library is at 
1200 S. Canton Center. For 
more information about library 
programs and services, call 
(734) 397-0999. 

a 

Spirted evening 
back to school for 

setting auction 
B Y T E D D SCHNEIDER 
STAFF WRITER 
tschneider@oe.homecomm.net 

The Canton Chamber of Com-
merce drew a record crowd for 
Friday's dinner-auction and if 
planning committee chairman 
Tom Cassidy is right, this year's 
theme may have played a role. 

Most of the 470 party-goers at 
the Hellenic Cul tura l Center 
proudly and colorfully showed 
the i r school spir i t - donning 
sweatshirts, waving pennants 
and even painting their faces to 
represent their alma matters. 

"We wanted everybody to be 
comfortable and relaxed," said 
Cassidy. "That's part of why we 
chose 'Be True to Your School' as 

"It's also a great conversation-
starter." 

Cassidy said the committee hit 
on the idea for the theme of 
wearing college colors on Auction 
Day 2001. They refined it over 
the next few weeks, adding all 
sorts of special touches. 

Among the more unusual deco-
rations throughout the banquet 
hall Friday night was a pickup 
truck with beer kegs stacked in 
the bed and TV monitors replay-
ing the controversial finish to 
last November's Michigan-Michi-
gan State football game. 

The DJ added school fight songs 
into the regular mix and cheer 
squads from the Plymouth-Can-
ton Educational Park performed 
routines on the dance floor during 
the buffet-style dinner. 

Game ball: Karri Hen-
dricks took home this 
pigskin worth more than 
$1,500 as the winner of 
the 50-50 drawing. 

PHOTOS BY LISA FEDOR 

Pennant holders: Val and Tony Kwilos bought one of 
200 chances to win a 54-inch television. They didn't 
win the big screen, but settled for a consolation prize of 
sitting at the best decorated table. 

f schools were repre-
sented from across the state and 
country. F a r - f l u n g examples 
included Texas Tech, the Univer-
sity of Tennessee, Cal and even 
SUNY (State University of New 
York). 

"I th ink the way the table: 
were decorated was also a high-
light," Cassidy said. "There wa* 
some good-natured back-and-
forth about who did the best job." 

The auction is the largest sin-
gle fund-raiser for the chamber 
each year. Preliminary figures 

'show this year's event grossed 
$80,000 and ne t ted about 
$40,000, Cassidy said. 

It was the second year the 
event was held at the Westland 
banquet hall, after several years 
at Laurel Manor in Livonia. 

Cassidy said the chamber has 
been pleased with the staff and 
is already under contract to hold 
the 2003 dinner-auction there. 

School pride: Janet Volante 
and Tom Cassidy show off 
their common school col-
ors. Most of the crowd 
came in school apparel -
and ready to party! 

Ticket time: Sandy May 
hopes one of these 50-50 
tickets is the lucky one. 

Rah! Rah! Salem High 
School cheerleader Brika 
Zokas and her teammates 
added to the pep rally 
atmosphere. 

mmmmmm 
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PC 

(.hf/.tin'ss/cn/ztt/h i:\im AVVv/'.v lucitcs You In 
(.nflcc Hoar (// //.k'M' 1 j>C(iiio)is: 

Monday, A p r i l 1 

ANN ARBOR 
Cafe' Felix 

8 :30 am - 10:00 am 

204 Main St 

Saturday, Apr i l 6 

ROMULUS 
Tim Norton ' 

10:00 am - 11 :30 am 

7070 Midd lebe l t Rd 

Monday, A p r i l 8 

. WESTLAND 
Beehive Restaurant 
7 :00 pm - 8 :30 pm 

626 S. Wayne Rd 

Saturday, Ap r i l 13 

YPSILANTI 
The Bomber Restaurant 

1:00 pm - 2 :30 pm 

306 E. Mich igan Ave 

Monday, A p r i l 15 

WAYNE 
Wayne Rstrnt & Coney Island 

8 :30 am - 10 :00 am 

3 7 0 9 Metro Place Mal l 

Saturday, A p r i l 20 

PLYMOUTH/CANTON 
Coffee Bean 

11 :00 am - 12 :30 pm 

884 Penniman Ave 

Monday, Apr i l 22 

DEARBORN HEIGHTS 
Daly Restaurant 

7:00 pm - 8 :30 pm 

5152 Beech Daly Rd 

Saturday, A p r i l 27 

ANN ARBOR 
Cafe' Marie 

11 :00 am - 12 :30 pi 

1759 P lymou th Rd 

COMPUTER SHOW 
FRIDAY 
. 1 0 

l i t 

TRADE 
SELL 

r ~ . . . » 
BUY A N Y ? 

misses & woman sizes 4 24 
For the store nearest you cal! 1-8G0-DRESSBARN or visit us at www.dressbarn.com Sale ends 4/3/02 

— . - Prices and styles may vary at Dress Barn Woman 

SOFTWARE 

1,000'S OF C.D.'S 
SHAREWARE 

GAMES• BOOKS 
SCANNERS 
MONITORS 

MODEMS • LAPTOPS 
KEYBOARDS 

& MUCH MORE! 

mrnm 
180 

TABLES 

fbraltar 
TRADE CENTER. INC. 

TAYLOR. Ml 
1-75 & EUREKA RD. 

(EXIT 36) • 734-287-2000 
G I B R A L T A R T R A D E . C O M 

SAVE UP 
TO 70% 

ON NEW AND 
USED PRODUCTS • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

ADMISSION IS 
ONLY $ 2 . 0 0 

PER CARLOAD! 
Why pay $5.00 per 

person at other shows! 
FRIDAY IS SET-UP DAY NOT 
ALL DEALERS PARTICIPATE 

FREE 
FRIDAY ADMISSION i 

1L - g 9 T H ONLY OEj'l 

http://catalog.cantonpl.org/
http://www.language-museum.com
http://www.countryreports.org
http://www.Kidchef.com
http://www.umte4justice.com
http://www.brainexplorer.org
mailto:tschneider@oe.homecomm.net
http://www.dressbarn.com
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0SMS M €0* 
45261 Cherry Hill Road* CanJOn 

See us f X S u r ^ ' M o r e s ' Tanning • 

; » S W i A r 

imMs $4Q 
| Both for only WVr 
V. £xp/fgs 4-30-02 ^ 

Tanning 
Visit 72 

6-Week Affordable Obedience Traininq 
Stop lett ing you r dog destroy and run your house! We con 

help el iminate CHEWING, JUMPING, BITING, and 

HOUSEBREAKING ACCIDENTS. 
An affordable, 6-week, $ 
in-house course for only.,.,, 

1 

^ for more information call: 

7 3 4 - 3 4 0 - 5 6 8 8 

Anniversary 
April 7th - 13th, 2002 

i pu rchase r 
wpplir.a 

Check out our collectibles like Armani 
Figurines, Blue SKy ClayworKs, 
Glass Eye, Mill Creek Wildlife, 

Seraphim Angels and much morel 

Ford Road 
BBS tfl 

• . 5 

. 0 X 

Ciemtms 
3200 N. Lilley Rd. • CANTON 

{S of Sp̂ ecfway Gas Station) 

44374 CheTry Hill*CANTON 
•Next to CVS Pnarroaty; 

7 3 4 - 9 8 1 - 8 2 5 4 
HOURS; M-F 7am-7pm: SAT, Sam-Spm , 

We re Celebrating Our 50th Anniversary! 
American Owned and Operated 

ANY IN-COMING DRY CLEANING ORDER! 
must present this ad with in-coming order • Exp. 4-30-02 

^ p f 9 g s H Mill 

, -

i • -1 

I 

» " " • " ! " • HfMMlfc 
Old Villas* * 734-454-9404 

° M " M.«.- Sat. 9:S0am- 3:00pm 

"A Place far Food Si Friends" 
Fun, Fresh ind WlitliiMi M l 

Oat Itimi losMe... 
SANDWICHES • HOT SOUPS 

C O l l SOUPS • SALADS 
. 80URMET COFFEES & TEAS 

ICED COFFEE % FRUIT SMOOTHIES 
" ef Seujs, Salad, tr SaniwlsM 

OFF 
After 4 P.M. 

C«M» tepim 4-10-02 

B t e ^ 
L a i n p w o r f e e d G l a s s 

April i s 
i f a n , " 

York Street Gla^swoi 
8 7 5 Y o r K S t r e e t 

i i k o i i t l i 
4 5 9 - 6 4 1 9 

sZ 

; * 

OPEN EVERYDAY 
Saturdays a? Easter Sunday or 

by appointment 

THOMAS KINKADE 

Any Thomas Kinkade Canvas Painting purchased by April 5th 
may he scheduled for additional highlighting by a Kintcade Master 

Highlighter at our gallery on April 5th, 6th, & 7th. All Kinkade Canvas 
paintings will hope a 5% increase after April 15th. During this event we 

« will offer extended layaway until Christmas! 

Wi ld Wings Gallery •{734)455-3400 
Moa-Wat kSA ffr*1ta»4L »e-9j Stat. 12-5 

J(Bool^Sfioppe 

onthe^ark. 
BOOKSELLERS 

380 South Main Street • Plymouth 
1 Across from Kellogg Park in Downtown Plymouth^ 

734-455-5220 
OpenMon.- Sat. 9:30-9; Sun. 8-5 

. Free Book Club • Large Selection of Magazines ^ 
• Free Gift Wrapping • Friendly Customer Service 

• children's Section with Toys fr Games < 
• special Orders Processed Promptly 

I HI l f1 t 
IUIs/mW Vv iih /»i'i*l\*»•' 

25% mi 
A l l < l i i l i l i r n ' s . m i l 
(III II*' A d i i i l l l n o U s 

... r 

< : 

Hours: TUBS. 10-4; Wed. 9-8; Thurs. 9-7; Frl. 94; Sat, 9-3 

OI1 . Men • Children • S e n i o r s • Walk-Ins 

Hn Lilley Plaza • Canton • 734-981-2101 
3100 N. Lilley at S.E. corner of Ford Road 

cnarhihinn in• Hlnhllahts * Color*Perns * Make-up0 High Fashion Cuts 
&Styl8S»WemngmiBS'Up-Doi'SBnio^milBrSB^&BaaCom W 

• P A we Welcome Our New Stylist: 

R e f l e c t i o n s L j £ B U E G E 
J h r — a n d GO " 1 P * J f formerly of Chartes&Cor 

TMmen • Men • Children • Seniors • Walk ins i . — J 

HAIR STYLIST NEEDED 
7 3 4 - 9 8 1 - 2 1 0 1 

S I n F o f T l | « 5 I « ? ° I $ | ^ | 

ijggI'iss?;^gi3aa.ja' 
TAIV: 

L*m+- • — 7 3 4 - 8 4 4 - 2 4 1 8 

^ ^ n n , . l 2 0 0 ^ ? o r d H o a d • Can ton 

( y w fit?™ i m < - 8 « * ! s s » 

2 9 , . S ; ; „ „ v
s 1 9 | ;, 

^ Expires 4-30-02 j -

^ItMen's 

Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 10-9; 
^ F r i . 10-8; Sat. 10-4; Sun. 124 

^ Expires 4-30-02 • 

y . -

•r 

The Big Picture Professional Photography 
O l d Fashioned - Ant ique Photography 

Free 10 X 13 w i th any A n t i q u e S e s s i o n 

Sepia tone photography is combined 
with our wardrobe, accessories, props 
and real antiques to provide you with 
truly unique portraiture that will be cher-
ished for years to come. 

. 

4000 N. Lilley Rd Canton, Ml 734-981-2284 

15% off Dinner 
After 4 p.m. Mon.-Sat. and ALL DAY SUN. 

^ .% No Limit • Dine-in Only • Excludes Drinks (with this od) 

f 44515 Ann Arbor Road at Sheldon • Plymouth 

* ( 7 3 4 ) 4 5 5 - 1 6 6 0 c K ° f ( 7 3 4 ) 4 5 5 - 1 1 6 1 
Open Daily Mon.-Thurs, 1M0; fri. M-I >! Sat. noon-11; Sun. noon-W 
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Rezoning 
«S! 

from page Al 

compatibility issue as an argu-
ment for maintaining the single 
family zoning. 

Amann and Trustee Melissa 
McLaughlin both said that hav-
ing condominiums adjacent to 
single family housing did not 
present a compatibility issue. 

"Courts have found that resi-
dential uses against residential 
uses are compatible," Amann 
said. 

At times the debate grew heat-
ed. 

Terresa Acou, president of the 
Echo Forest Association, told the 
board: "No matter how intellec-
tual, how articulate, how emo-

Closing 
from page Al 

Corp., a privately held company 
based in Plymouth. 

Canton Township Supervisor 
Tom Yack said he met with two 
representatives of Metaldyne 
Wednesday morning. 

"They said the company is 
basically restructuring to save 
money," Yack said. "They are 
running at about 50 percent in 
Elkhart and Canton. They decid-
ed to bring the entire operation 
under one roof." 

The Elkhart facility will be 
00 square feet; the Canton 

operation is in a 170,000-square-
foot building. 

• 'Any tin:® a business 
of that size closes, you 
Immediately think of 
the Individuals who are 
affected. Clearly there 
are Canton residents ' 
who are affected.' 

Tom Yack 
Canton Township Supervisor 

"Any time a business of that 
size closes, you immediately 
think of the individuals who are 
affected," Yack said. "Clearly 
there are Canton residents who 
are affected." 

He said he understood that 
some would be offered the oppor-
tunity to go to Goshen^ if they 
chose. — •; 

"Hopefully-thogewho don't will 
be able to find other work in the 
area," he said. 

The Canton plant is expected 
to cease operations in August. 

Yack said Draw-Tite, on Van 
Born Road near 1-275, "has been 
like an institution in Canton. 

Draw-Tite was s tar ted in 
Belleville in 1946 by Bill 
Whichello, an inventor who 
developed a clothes line tighten-
er. About the same time residen-
tial clothes dryers came on the 
scene, and there wasn't much 
market for his product. 

He later built a trailer hitch 
for his car and, since he already 
had the name Draw-Tite patent-
ed, he used it for the trai ler 
hitch. 

Today the company manufac- . 
tures more than 750 different 
trailer hitches and more than 

1 accessories and parts. 

W i l f l i 
ALL OLD 

TCY T M I M , 
S M T M S 

and 
OLD TOYS 

C a l L . M e r r l - s e v e n 
T r a i n s , H o b b l e s & 

C o l l e c t i b l e s 

2 4 M 7 7 - 0 H 0 
Tuesday-Saturday 

h • a t i n a * c o o L I N a 

734*525*1 930 
8919 Mlddlebelt« Livonia 

tional we get we can't seem to 
break through. I get the feeling 
as everybody else here does that 
we walked in here and your 
mind was made up before we 
ever sat down." 

Supervisor Tom Yack respond-
ed: "If we simply permitted the 
loudest voices to dictate zoning 
that would be a heck of a mess. 
And the state understands that. 
So they've promulgated all kinds 
of rules by which we have to 
operate, which gives certain 
rights to you as well as the prop-
erty owners. Otherwise it's the 
OK Corral." 

In other business the board: 

• Appointed businessman 
Steven Johnson to the Zoning 
Board of Appeals for a term to 
expire Aug. 31, 2003. He 
replaces Greg Demopoulos who 
was recently appointed to the 

commission. 
• Reappointed Jim Horen, 

Tim Ford, Thomas J . Gerou, 
David Griffin and Dave Khoury 
to the Downtown Development 
Authority Board. 

• Awarded a contract to 
Gooseworks for goose control at 
Heritage Park, Pheasant Run 
Golf Course and the wetlands at 
the corner of Sheldon and War-
ren Road. 

For four eighth-grade Canton 
students, it was the perfect 
board meeting to see local gov-
ernment in action. 

The students were taking 
part in the Canton Youth Lead-
ership Government Awareness 
Program. As part of the pro-
gram to learn how township 
government works, they spent 
a couple of hours Tuesday 
shadowing department direc-

CIVICS 
tors, had dinner with board 
members and then sat at the 
board table during the meet-

After a two-hour debate over 
the Rose Rezoning project, they 
were able ask questions about 
some more down-to-earth mat-
ters, such as purchasing a new 
car for the police department, 
buying staff shirts and uni-

forms for the Leisure Services 
staff, and just how the people 
at Gooseworks do manage to 
get the geese out of the parks. 

Taking part in the program 
were Sarala Sarah and Anna 
Ross from Discovery Middle 
School, Britni Puryear from 
East and Kate Naszradi from 
All Saints. 

- Jack Gladden 

. . • 
• 

, 
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SALE 219.99 Spring sport coats from Bill Blass 
in a variety of styles and patterns. Reg. 350.00. 

• MEN'S. SELECTION VARIES BY STORE. 

SALE 69.99 Leather handbags 
from Stone Mountain and Rolfs. 
Reg. 100.00-110.00. 
IN HANDBAGS. 

eastersa e 
• H 

JUST IN TIME FOR EASTER. SAVE 25-50% STOREWIDE 

SALE'49.99 Ladies' sandals and slides from Nine West, AK Anne Klein, Steve 

Madden, Two Lips, Naturaiizer, Etienne Aigner, Unisa, relativity, Enzo Angiolini and more. 
Reg. 59.00-75.00. IN WOMEN'S SHOES. 

WSm 
m i O F F Best selling styles of bras from Oiga, 
Warner's, Vanity Fair and Bali. Reg. 22.00-29.50, 
sale 13.20-17.70. IN INTIMATE APPAREL. 

i 

extra"!5%Off « extra15%Off 
ny single sale or clearance item* ! s any single sale or clearance item* 

VSlivraWSjjr 

4 0 2 O F F Career separates from Parisian 
Signature. Reg. 40.00-120.00, sale 24.00-72.00. 

any singie sale or clearance item* 
valid Friday, March 29 and Saturday, March 36 

"or 10% off in fins jeweiry, shoes;-suits and 
sport esats and 

Cwwss wws a vuy wssefr OMW M OWN*? 
, '' f '; > -• - -

March 29 and Saturday, March 30 

• • • tsand 
sport coats and smaii electrics 

J8KUK 

.. . :.-V':~im£W9N?ifjfsis&FU8gKissi!g& -; 
m&m I 

IN CAREER. ^ a . ' PARIS IAN 
— J L _ -r W •+ 

I 

{(•jfl 

SALE 29.99 Great spring styles from relativity, 
including sheer tops and capri pants. Reg. 36.00-

: LADIES' SPORTSWEAR. 

SALE 29.99 Selected Easter dresswear for girls 
in sizes 2T-16 from Bonnie Jean, Jonathan Mart in,, 
Goodiad and more. Reg. 40.00-70.00. IN CHILDREN'S. 

SALE 19.99~29.99 Great selection of girls' 

dress shoes from Nina, Sam & Libby, Rachael, Esprit 
and more. Reg. 34.00-44.00. IN CHILDREN'S SHOES. 

i A O F F your first day's purchases when you open a Parisian credit card. See an associate for details. 

• Y O U ' R E S O M E B O D Y S P E C I A L 

CALL, 800-424-8185 TO ORDER ANYTIME. STORE HOURS: Laurel Park Place (953-7500) open Sun.12-6, Mon.-Sat. 10-9. FOR INFORMATION call 953-7500 
CHARGE m Parisian Credit Card, MasterCard, Visa, the American Express® Card or Discover®. 

LOCATED AT LAUREL PARK PLACE IN LIVONIA, CORNER OF NEWBURQH ROAD AND SIX MILE ROAD (TAKE THE SIX MILE ROAD EXIT OFF INTERSTATE 275). 
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BY TONY BRUSCATO 
STAFF WRITER 
tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net 

Michigan Citizens for Fairness in 
Public School Funding believes i t 's 
made some progress in getting guberna-
torial candidates, at least the Democrat 
and Green parties, to consider changes 
in Proposal A to make the state's per 
pupil funding more equitable, 

"Everyone is talking about tweaking 
Proposal A and working with it, and 
that ' s very encouraging to me," said 
Mark Slavens, president of the group, 
at its Summit on School Funding Mon-
day night at Salem High School. 

However, while Michigan- Citizens 

may be looking ahead to a new adminis-
tration when Gov, John Engler leaves 
office next year, local lawmakers are 
taking a less optimistic view their col-
leagues will increase school funding for 
those districts which lag behind. 

"I don't see a consensus (in the legis-
lature) to amend or tweak Proposal A 
for at least four years," said John Stew-
ar t (R-Plymouth Township). "Gov. 
Engler has borrowed from next year 
and given districts $200 more per pupil. 
For Plymouth-Canton that's a total of 
$7,025 and they can live with that, and 
should live with that." 

State Rep. Bruce Patterson (R-Canton 
Township) also said don't look for any 

• 'If $10,000 per child per 
year is good enough for a zip 
code in Oakland County, then 
it's good enough for a zip 
code in Wayne County.' 

Lu Battaglieri 
President of the 

Michigan Education Association 

changes soon. 
"John Engler believes 

the keystone to his legacy," 
son, who was also critical of 

A is 
Patter-

dates who spoke at the Summit. "If 
they want to be governor, why didn't 
they state their ideas? They don't have 
a fix for this. This isn't the time to be 
pandering." 

Annette Klomparens of Canton, who 
has two students attending Plymouth-
Canton Schools, wants to know why her 
district isn't getting as much funding as 
neighboring districts. 

"I'm surprised we're getting such a lit-
t le amount in funding for each kid, 
especially since our district is so big," 
she said. "What makes Bloomfield Hills 
($11,755 per pupil) worth so much high-

gap in school "I'm concerned 

funding," added Karen Strobridge 
Canton. "I think there needs to be more, 
funding for special education programs. 1 
Where is all the casino money going? 
Why shouldn't it go towards education?: • 

Some legislators have already noted-
the $6,700 per pupil bottom line will, 
carry through the 2003-2004 fiscal year. I 
That's not good enough for some. 

"If $10,000 per child per year is good 
enough for a zip code in Oakland Counr* 
ty, then it's good enough for a zip code, 
in Wayne County," said Lu Battaglieriy 
president of the Michigan Education* 
Association. "That's full funding of edu< 
cation for kids, not the $6,700 that's* 
being pushed on us." 

Forum 
from page Al 

have a construction bonding pro-
gram in the state, where the state 
picks up the interest, to help in the 
$10 billion (school) infrastructure 
problem we have in Michigan." 

Former legislator James Agee, 
representing Democratic gubernato-
rial candidate Jennifer Granholm, 
said the attorney general "under-
stands the need to raise funds for 
our schools and the equitable distri-
bution of those funds. She under-
stands we should have a budget sta-
bilization fund for the state educa-
tion fund. And she understands our 
schools are in disastrous shape, and 
the state must assist local school 
districts in meeting their infrastruc-
ture needs." 

But, it was Green Party candidate 
Douglas Campbell who was the first 
to speak bluntly to those who want a 
higher foundation grant for their 
districts. 

"We need to start making schools 
a priority. We need to bite the bullet 
and break down and pay for it," said 
Campbell. "There's no other way." 

Campbell was referring to the 
five-percent cap on property tax 
increases mandated by Proposal A. 
That theme was also picked up by 
Sen. Alma Wheeler Smith of Salem 
Township, one of the four Democrats 
running for governor. 

"We're going to have to look hard 
at the property tax, and specifically 
the property tax cap of five percent," 
she said.' "Well have to decide if we 
need to raise that cap. 

"I predicted that the tax cuts (Pro-
posal A) the government created at 
that time would devastate public 
education. Unfortunately, that fore-
cast came true," she said. 

Leading the discussion: Tom Watkins, state school superin-
tendent, served as the moderator during Monday's forum. 

The Michigan Citizens group has 
been urging some type of change in 
Proposal A that would allow for 
school districts to hold enhancement 
millages to narrow the gap in the 
state foundation grant. However, 
the group may have to look for 
another avenue, if the candidates in 
attendance have their way. 

"I support a limitation on enhance-
ment, I don't want to take the cap 
off completely on enhancement mil-
lage for local districts," said Bonior. 

"The attorney general is adamant 
that the return to a property tax is 
an inequitable situation we don't 
want to return to," added Agee. 

"No, I would not support local 
enhancement millages," said Smith. 

"That sends up back to where we 
were, great discrepancies between 
wealthy districts and 
less fortunate." 

After three years, Michigan Citi-
zens still questions why West 
Bloomfield receives $11,755 per 
pupil, while others received only 
$6,500. However, the group believes 
it's making inroads towards equity 
in funding for school districts. 

"Everyone is talking about tweak-
ing Proposal A and working with it, 
and that's very encouraging to me," 
said Mark Slavens, president of the 
group. "Once they make a promise 
we need to keep tract of that, and 

' make sure they fulfill that promise." 

STAFF PHOTOS BY ELIZABETH CARNEGIE 

Outlining differences: State Sen; Alma Wheeler Smith (D Salem Township)/ 
who is seeking the nomination for governor, talked about the disparity in 
schools from rural and urban districts. ... 

Tight pockets: Douglas : 
Campbell (right), the V 
Green Party candidate, -
spoke about the public's ^ 
reluctance to spend more ;: 
money on education. In 
the background is James. [r 
Agee - a former school 
superintendent and for- > 
mer state legislator -who'-
was sitting in for state . ^ 
Attorney General Jennifer , 
Granholm. 
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...when applied to furniture, refers to 

products built with honesty, integrity 

and simplicity of design. . 

Shown here are beautiful examples of 

timeless design and unrivaled 

workmanship. 

M i l l 

Come see our newest displays 

of heirloom quality Arts & 

Crafts, Mission styled home 

furnishings, accessories and 

lighting. 

N o w I N T R O D U C T O R Y 

F i n a n c i n g l . p T o 1 2 M o n t h s W i t h N o I n t e r e s t 

Since i 933 

riisa 

PRICED. 

240 N. Main Street • PLYMOUTH • (734) 459-1300 
Mon., Thurs., Fri. 10-9 • Tues., Wed., Sat. 10-6 • Sun. 1-5 

Financing with credit approval • Min imum payments apply • Sale ends 4/15/02 

mailto:tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net
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OBITUARIES 
VENETA M. HORNBECK 
' Services for Veneta Hornbeck, 

79> of Clinton, Mich, (lifelong 
Plymouth resident), will be held 
March 25 at the Schrader-How-
ell Funeral Home with the Rev. 
Peter Harris officiating. Burial 
was at Riverside Cemetery in 
Plymouth. 

Mrs. Hornbeck was born 
June 6,1922 in Nankin Town-
ship and died March 21 in 
Adrian. She owned and operat-
ed, Molnar Electric in Plymouth 
for 40 years. She was past 
president of the VFW Post 6695 
Ladies Auxiliary. She owned 
race horses, was an avid bowler 
and bingo player. She was a 
loving aunt and friend to every-
one. 

: She was preceded in death by 
her husband, William Horn-

Services for James Wampler, 
73, of Canton were held recently. 
Mr. Wampler was born Jan. 28, 
1929 in Chattanooga, Tenn, and 
died March 18 in Ann Arbor. He 
was a superintendent for a con-
struction company. 

Survivors include sons, James 
Wampler, Jr., Timothy (Elaine) -
Wampler, Michael (Stephanie) 
Wampler, Frank (Anne) 
Wampler, and John (Lori) 
Wampler; daughters, Marilyn 
(Ronald) Yorick, Deborah 
(Robert) Ference, Pamela 
(Gary) Wisniewski, Bette 
(James) Krygowski, Diane 
Wampler and Ruth (Robert) 
Lopez; 32 grandchildren; and 13 
great-grandchildren. 

Arrangements made by L.J. 
Griffin Funeral Home. 

Memorial contributions may 
be made to the St. Peter's 
Lutheran Church Choir. 

Arrangements made by the 
Schrader-Howell Funeral. 
Home, Plymouth. 

EDNA MAE REYNOLDS-SPEZIA 
Services for Edna Mae 

Spezia, 63, of Canton, were held 
March 22 at the Uht Funeral 
Home with the Rev. Fred 

Survivors include several 
nieces, nephews, great-nieces 
and great-nephews. 

Memorial contributions may 
be made to the VFW Post 6695, 
Plymouth. 
; Arrangements made by 
Schrader-Howell Funeral 
Home. 

?LARICE H. 
' Services for Clairce Steele, 
$9, of Fibre, Mich, (formerly of 
Plymouth) were held March 22 

Reamer Funeral Home with 
Rev. Tim Rader officiating. 

Burial was at Oaklawn Chapel 
Gardens Cemetery. 
]- Mrs. Steele was born July .4, 

12 in Plymouth and died 
fcrch 18 in Sault Ste. Marie. 
SKe had worked for Difco Labo-
ratories in Detroit and for the 
billing department of Detroit 
Edison. She was a member of 
Fundamental Baptist Church of 
Kinross and enjoyed reading, 
knitting, crochet and crossword 
puzzles. 

She was preceded in death by 
her husband, James and daugh-
ter, Ruth Marie McDonald. 

Survivors include son, James 
(Roberta) Steele of Tenn.; 
daughter, Rosemary Steele of 
Plymouth; eight grandchildren; 
nine great-grandchildren; sis-
ters Ruth CNeil of Lansing, 
Elaine (Carroll) Haas of Men-
don and Mary Jane Greer of 
Roanoke. For the past 21 years 
she has lived with her grand-
son, Kenneth (Debbie) McDon-
ald of Fibre, who have been her 
caregivers. 

Arrangements made by 
Reamer Funeral Home. 

CONSTABLE CARTER 
Services for Helene Carter, 

90, were held March 23 at St. 
Peter's Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Plymouth with the 
Rev. Peter M. Berg and Rev. 
Paul E. Schaefer officiating. 
Burial was at the White Chapel 
Cemetery in Troy. 

Mrs. Carter was born June 
27,1911 in Indianapolis and 
died March 21 at the Lutheran 
Heritage Village Nursing 
Home. After her father's death, 
she lived with William and 
Donna Zeeb in Chilson, Mich, 
until her marriage to Lewis 
Carter. She came to the South 
Lyon community in 1934, was a 
nature lover and eiyoyed feed-
ing the birds and squirrels that 
visited her yard, Mrs. Carter 
was a nurses aide at the U of M 
Hospital. 

She was a member of St. John 
Northfield Lutheran Church, 
the St. John's Choir and the 
Women's Missionary Society in 
Ann Arbor before transferring 
to St. Peter's Evangelical 
Lutheran Church. She loved 
family gatherings and was a 
devoted mother, grandmother 
and great-grandmother. 

Survivors include her daugh-
ters, Carol Lou (Richard) Scrug-
gs and Donna Jean (Walter) 
Trapp, both of Plymouth; son, 
Darl (Diane) Carter of Port St. 
Lucie, Fla.; grandchildren, 
Steve and Mark Scruggs, Linda 
Olds, and Eric and Phil Trapp; 
great-grandchildren, Jessica 
and James Scruggs, Elisabeth, 
Mary and Hanah Olds, Allison, 
Megan, Sarah and Benjamin 
Trapp, 

Mrs. Spezia was born May 25, 
1938 and died March 19 in Can-
ton. She was a housekeeper. 

Survivors include husband, 
John Spezia; daughter, Bonnie 
(Mike) Kras and Theresa Davis; 
son, Nick Reynolds, and broth-
ers, James Hoskins and Miller 
Hoskins. 

Arrangements made by Uht 
Funeral Home. 

MAXINE MORRIS 
Services for Maxine Morris, 

70, of Plymouth were held 
March 23 at Our Lady of Good 
Counsel Church with the Rev. 
John J. Sullivan officiating. 
Burial was at Holy Sepulchre 
Cemetery in Southfield. 

Mrs. Morris was born June 6, 
1931 in Erin, Tenn. and died 
March 19 at Providence Hospi-
tal. She was a homemaker. 
Mrs. Morris was a member of 
Our Lady of Good Counsel 
Church. 

She was preceded in death by 
her sister, Jean Rastenis. 

Survivors include husband, 
Richard J. Morris of Plymouth; 
son, Gary S. Morris of Canton; 
son, Kevin A. Morris of Golden 
Valley, Minn.; daughter, Joy L, 
Brietzke of Plymouth; daughter, 
Lisa A. Morris of Plymouth; sis-
ters, June Peterman of Brown-
stown Township and Shirley 
Thornton of Taylor; brother, 
Ray McMillan of Peoria, Ariz.; 
and granddaughters, Devyn 
Morris of Golden Valley, Minn, 
and Morgan Brietzke of Ply-
mouth. 

Memorial contributions may 
be made to the Michigan 
Humane Society, P.O. Box 
214182, Auburn Hills, MI 
48321-4182. 

Arrangements made by Ver-
. Funeral Home. 

SARA MARIE MOFMANN • 
Services for Sara Holmann, 

83, of Plymouth were held 
March 24 at Vermeulen Funer-
al Home with the Rev. David B, 

^ 2 . 
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Cut Through Your Debt. 
; With A Telcom Home Equity Loan 

Michigan Homeowners: Consolidate your bills 
and cut them in half, or more! 

Put the equity from your home to work for you. Choose from a variety of home equity/second 
mortgage programs - including our popular no-fee, variable rate home equity line of credit (HELOC). 
It currently features an all-time low rate of 5.5% APR through June. Take a look at the example in the 
char t of how much you could possibly save by paying off other debt with a Telcom HELOC. Plus, the 
interest that you do pay may be tax deductible. (Consult with your tax advisor.) 

We also have fixed rate second mortgages, and programs that can allow you to draw up to 125% of 
your home's value (maximum: $25,000). 

(Actual HELOC payment may vary depending on interest rate fluctuations. Current rate is 5 .5% APR 
through June 3 0 , 2 0 0 2 . Loans over 80% LTV may require PMI premium.) 

'ayment amounts are based on $30,000 loan amourtt and 120 month term, assuming no other 
idvances are taken. 

Before After 
Debt Balance Payment Balance Payment 

Visa/Mastercard $9,000 $270 $0 $0 
Store Credit Cards $6,000 $180 $0 $0 
la r Loan $16,000 $560 $0 $0 
Felcom HELOC $0 $0 $31,000 $337 
Total $31,000 $1,010 $31,000 $337 

vlonthly Savings 
knnual Savings 

$673 
$8,076 

or information, call a real estate lending representative at 734-453-4212. 
44300 Warren Rd. (at Sheldon) Canton 

Brown officiating. 
Mrs. Holmann was born Dec. 

25,1918 in Green Bay, Wis. and 
died March 21 at Middlebelt 
Health Care Center. She was a 
publication analyst. She was a 
member of Ward Presbyterian 
Church. 

Survivors include son, John 
S. (Marleen) Hofmann of Livo-
nia; son, James S. (Elizabeth) 
Hofmann of Riverside, Calif.; 
sister, Dorthea J. (Jackson) 
Evans of Hot Springs, Ark.; and 
grandchildren, Scott, Christo-

pher, Brian, Vanessa, Danielle 
mid Benjamin, 

Arrangements made by Ver-
meulen Funeral Home. 

LLOYD 
Services for Lloyd Derham-

mer, 82, of Canton were held 
March 28 at Newburgh United 
Methodist Church with burial 
at Parkview Memorial Ceme-
tery. 

Mr. Derhammer was born 
Aug. 21,1919 in Detroit and 
died March 25 in Canton. He 

worked as a data processor in 
the automotive field. j 

Mr. Derhammer was preced-
ed in death by his son, John. • 

Survivors include wife, Clara 
Phyllis; son, James; daughter, • 
Kimberly (David) Jaekowski; • 
and daughter, Taryn (David) 
Zmich. 

Memorial contributions may 
be made to the Northville Gene-, 
ological Society. 

Arrangements made by L.J. 
Griffin Funeral Home Canton 
Chapel. 

SUNDAY, APRIL 14 
Start ing at 9 a . m . 

Routes: 
2-mi le 
5-mi le 
7-mi le 

Join together to 
fight Arthritis. 

Come walk with us! 
Birmingham Grosse Pointe Northville 

THE ARTHRITIS WALK IS THE ARTHRITIS FOUNDATION'S nationwide 
team event that raises funds to fight arthritis. Walking is a fun and 
healthy way to team up with the Arthritis Foundation to make a 
difference in the lives of people with arthritis. 

• 1.5 million people in Michigan have arthritis. 
• It is the number one disabling chronic disease in America. 

Get your friends, families and co-workers together, come walk, 
raise money, win prizes and have a fabulous fun-fiiled day. To 
register, call the Arthritis Foundation, Michigan Chapter at 
800-968-3030 or check out our website: www.arthrltls.org 

The mission of the Arthritis Foundation is to improve lives through leadership in the 

prevention, control and cure of arthritis and related diseases. 

We Can Help? 

Today's Hits 4 
YesterdayFavofilfis 

MPUWIIM 

H a n d - c u t Steaks 
Fantastic Seafood Specials 
A w a r d W i n n i n g Pr ime Rib 

Open Easter Morn ing 11 am Reservations Recommended 

C A R V E R S 

& CHOPS 

Grand River And 10 Mile 
Farmington Hills 

http://www.arthrltls.org
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No-shows hurt credibility 
of school finance summit 

There were lots of "plans" offered, few 
truly workable solutions presented and 
more than a l i t t le politicking during 
Monday's Third Statewide Summit on 
School Funding at Salem High School. 
What was missing - and what might 
have changed the dynamics - was bal-
ance. 

Until candidates for statewide office -
the gubernatorial race in this case and 
Republicans in particular - give the issue 
more than lip service, it's going to be dif-
ficult to take the annual forum sponsored 
by Citizens for Fairness in Public School 
Funding seriously. 

Hie summit is supposed to be a non-
partisan discussion of Proposal A and its 
ramifications on Plymouth-Canton and 
other under-funded school districts in 
southeastern Michigan. It says so right 
there in the program and was reiterated 
in opening remarks by-Superintendent 
Kathleen Booher. But more often than 
not, it turns into a two-and-a-half hour 
rant against the policies of Gov. John 
Engler's administration and its unstated 
but apparently obvious (to everyone but 
us) mission to destroy all that is good 
about public education. 

Monday's forum was no exception. 
When he wasn't busy offering sound bites 
from his s tump speech or waving his 
campaign literature in the air, former 
Gov: James Blanchard reminded the 
1,000 or so people in the Salem cafeteria 
how great things were when he was in 
charge, U.S. Rep. David Bonior joined a 
chorus of wailing about crumbling school 
buildings and disappearing general fund 
money to address education. We'll give 
him some credit on that last point. It's a 
valid question that deserves an honest 
answer. 

Of course, other than Green Party can-
didate Douglas Campbell, the podium 
had a decidedly Democratic look. In addi-
tion to Blanchard and Bonior, it included 
s t a t e Sen. Alma Wheeler Smith and 
James Agee sitting in for Michigan Attor-
ney General Jennifer Granholm. 

Mark Slavens, who chairs the non-prof-
it citizens group, said both Lt. Gov. Dick 
Pos thumus , the f ront - runner for the 
Republican nomination, and Republican 
fetate Sen. Joe Schwarz were invited as 
early as last fall but begged off citing var-
ious obligations. Granholm too had 
Another commitment. 
jj To those who are uninitiated in the 

ays of big-time politics, tha t means 
os thumus , Schwarz and Granholm 

(along with their advisors) simply didn't 
rate the event, issue, locale and/or audi-
ence a priority when making out their 

schedules. Which is too bad. 
While the education establishment typ-

ically endorses Democratic candidates 
and policies, voters in Plymouth and 
Canton have strongly backed Republi-
cans in statewide races going back to the 
1980s. Had the MIA gubernatorial hope-
fuls been at the table Monday, the audi-
ence would likely have been served a 
reminder that there have been gains — 
both local and statewide - in education 
dur ing the Engler years. Rising tes t 
scores, more accountability on the part of 
school officials, greater choice for parents 
and a lessening of t he gap between 
wealthy and poor districts, to name a 
few. (To be fair, that last item was men-
tioned several times during the question-
and-answer session.) 

But more often than not, It 
turns Into a two-and-a-half hour 

rant against the policies of Gov. 
John Engler's administration 

and Its unstated but apparently 
obvious (to everyone but us) 
mission to destroy all that Is 
good about public education. 

We note that Posthumus hasn't been a 
stranger when it comes to appearances at 
Plymouth and Canton Chamber of Com-
merce events or other, more Republican-
friendly settings around town. 

We're not here to cheer for Engler's 
education policies, or the Republican 
approach to the issue. But it would be 
nice to hear from that side of the aisle. 
After wading through the rhetoric, there 
were some substant ive issues on 
table Monday, including a little-publi-
cized proposal for a state bond fund to 
help rebuild school facilities. It's almost 
useless though to discuss that 
thing in a partisan vacuum. 

Having both mqjor parties at t£ 
would also likely cut down on the amount 
of time devoted to political baloney while 
boosting the discussion of issues tha t 
really matter to students, parents, teach-
ers and taxpayers in the Plymouth-Can-
ton community. 

The Observer understands full-bodied 
discussion of the issues - from a variety 
of viewpoints - is a lot to ask for these 
days. But we remain stubbornly opti-
mist ic , or maybe foolish enough, to 
believe that's still possible. 

Park Players can be proud 
of their spring musical 

The students and staff who took part in 
the P-CEP Park Players presentation of 
Pippin this past weekend can be justifi-
ably proud of their achievements. 
• TTie Park's tradition of strong theater 
arts program continues under the leader-
ship of drama teacher Geoffrey Kopp, 
I It's always hard to follow a legend -
.Gloria Logan retired two years ago and 
the theater now bears her name. The cur-
rent director and other staff and students 

|have maintained the standards she set. 
;f Pippin is a tough musical for high 
- school s t uden t s to s tage. I t has i t s 

naughty and seamy parts if staged the 
: way the original was conceived. It brings 
*the early 1970s sensibilities and culture 
• to bear, and it has the legendary Bob 
J Fosse s tamp on i ts music and dance 
; numbers. 
! Many schools stick to the standards 
such has Oklahoma, which just opened in 

"New York this past week as a revival. 
; "That show is 59 years old and is fine for 
; [ students. Choosing Pippin instead, how-
; ever, provides a different and unusual 

challenge for aspiring actors and actress-
-•es. 
| The story is not about Charlemagne, 
jliis son Pippin and France in 800 A.D. It 
lis about today and about being young 
i and coming of age; there is no happy end-

, ling and, to some of the darker interpreta-
tUons;Pippin becomes surreal. In the end 
, the lead :character refjects, suicide (self 
immolation). 

The students seemed to get the sub-
text. Their handling of the young boy and 
his duck sequences seems just right, for 
example. There was plenty of stage busi-
ness wi th f i reworks and magically 
appearing characters. 

The story is not about Charle-
magne, his son Pippin and 

France In 800 A.D. It Is about 
today and about being young 

and coming of age; there Is no 
happy ending... 

There is obviously great participation 
with a large number of students involved 
in the cast, chorus, orchestra, and back 
stage crew. 

The Plymouth-Canton school district 
wisely built a large facility for the drama 
program and is continuing the tradition 
with new digs for the marching band in 
the new high school building. 

The performing arts are vital to the 
artistic and intellectual life of the school 
and the community. 

What P-CEP does for these students 
ought to be the model for the nation. 

Here's a tip of the Observer's top hat to 
the Park Players and the adults who 
helped them bring Pippin to the stage 
this weekend: well done. 

T H £ SOLUTION IS " iNV/OLVEMet fT , " 
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• Speak up on TAG 
The March 14 editorial entitled 

Board hired Booher, who's doing her 
job, states: 

"The claim has been made Booher's 
idea of mainstreaming the Talented 
and Gifted Program would ruin the 
program, despite the fact it would 
allow 50 percent more participation 
than the current magnet program, a 
fact generally ignored in published 
criticisms." Then goes on, "Is it a good 
idea? It's tough to argue with an idea 
that allows more participation..." 

I chose this district specifically 
because the TAG prop-am utilizes a 
magnet model. I don't have to wait to 
make a "judgment" on the issue 
"...until all the discussion is in." ~ nor 
do many of the other parents who have 
children in the program. Research 
shows that the magnet model is a 
superior method for meeting the needs 
of these children. It doesn't matter 
how large the program is expanded if 
it is altered to be less effective. 

I am sure many would be surprised 
at how little the program costs per 
child. This fact is withheld by the 
school administration, they will not 
even address that question. A magnet 
program is actually the most cost-
effective way to provide the proper 
education these children need. 
Expanding the program is a great 
idea, it should be expanded to kinder-
garten or first grade and should 
include all students who show the 
need and wish to participate in this 
type of program. 

Booher has gone on record as being 
against a magnet model for TAG whilex 

at the same time exploring a magnet 
model for a new program in the dis-
trict (International Baccalaureate 
Organization). This would lead one to 
believe that her educational philoso-
phy supports "mainstreaming" the 
TAG kids into the general education 
population rather than eliminating 
"magnet" costs. Studies have shown, 
and I'm sure most parents of TAG stu-
dents believe that the current model 
for TAG (magnet) is the most effective 
and economical model. Therefore, I 
don't have to wait until the "jury is in" 
before I speak out on the issue, it will 
be too late, the decision will be made. 
Speaking out while the decision is 
being discussed is not adversarial or 
confrontational, it's imperative to 
express opinions during the decision-
making process, not after a decision 
has been made. 

Katie Ferencz 
Canton 

• Questions for Granholm 
Recently, Novi was graced with the 

second appearance of Michigan Attor-
ney General Jennifer Granholm, who 
addressed metro-Detroit educrats 
(Novi News, March 14). The open 
forum was sponsored by the Novi Edu-
cation Association, a division of the 
Michigan Education Association; the 
powerful teachers' union. 

Don't let Granholm's pretty face, 
golden tongue, and rhetoric fool you! 
In the recent past both of her school-
age daughters attended a local private 
school in Plymouth (OLGC). As the 
run for governor drew near, she moved 
one from the private school and placed 
her in the local Plymouth public school 
, One foot in each camp? If she thinks 
public education is so superior, why 
aren't all her kids in government 
schools? Did she tell this to her 

MEA/NEA pals? Talk about sacrific-
ing your kids for your career. 

Of course, this is no different than 
her "pro-choice" rhetoric. She is 
beholden to the pro-abort Democrats 
as demonstrated by the recent 
endorsement from the infamous 
"Emily's List." Check out www.rtl. 
org/granholxn garble. "Garble" is a 
good way to describe Granholm; she 
seeks to distort and confuse. She likes 
the euphemism of "pro-choice." Oh, 
yes, she is personally opposed, she 
wouldn't kill her baby, but you are free 
to do so if you wish.,..What a mom and 
what a leader!! 

Next time, have your reporter ask 
Granholm about her so-called avid 
support of public schools, while her 
own daughters have attended (and one 
of whom may still be at the Plymouth 
private school). Maybe this is more of 
the "pro-choice" verbal gymnastics 
game we have already seen. Jenny, 
put your money where your mouth is! 

Rosemarie Zwiller Denton 
Novi 

• Absolute power 
corrupts 

This is in regards to Phil Power's 
recent column on the elimination of 
straight ticket voting. Absolute powers 
corrupt absolutely, and I very much 
doubt if the Democratic Party held the 
Governorship, controlled both houses 
of the Michigan Legislature and then 
held millions of dollars in political con-
tributions over the heads of the Michi-
gan Supreme Court, that they would 
done any different. 

How quickly we forget the 2000 
elections, millions of corrupted 
hundreds of corrupted officials 
final decision not coming the people's 
ballots but the Supreme Court. 

We had a "non-partisan" Federal 
Election Commission chaired by three 
Democrats and three Republicans 
deciding millions of dollars in election 
funding for the Reform Party. We had 
a debate process not conducted by the 
League of Women Voters, but by a 
beer company that had the Green 
Party presidential candidate Ralph "" 
Nader physically thrown-out of the 
event for just trying to watch. 

Is it any wonder that half the people 
have stop voting in this increasingly 
rigged and corrupted system? 

So Democrats, if you still think 
restoring straight party voting or the 
ending of having to report every last 
dollar to the state is campaign reform, 
walk a mile in the Green, Libertarian 
or Reform parties shoes. These parties 
are not even allowed on the ballot in 
the State's so called "Democratic and 
Republican" primary elections. 

This is not a democratic process, but 
is a private club the Democratic and 
Republican Parties have created by 
and for themselves. It allows them to 
exclusively parade their candidate 
before an automatically divide public. 
Yet everyone including Independent 
voters (who are the majority of Michi-
gan's voters) and the people from the 
other three major parties must pay 
taxes for these phony elections. 

Clearly the only way to fix the elec-
tion process is create a fair level play-
ing field for all the parties. However 
this will never happen as long the 
Democrats and Republicans are 
caught up in this private game of rig-
ging and twisting the election law to 
their own party's advantage each time. 

Eric Borregard 

Farmington Hills 
Editor's note: Borregard is the Green 

Party candidate for U.S. Senate. 

Trustee says thanks 
An open letter to the residents of the 

Plymouth-Canton Community Schools 
district. *. 

Thank you for the opportunity and, 
for being elected four years ago to 
serve the school district as a member 
of the Board of Education. I have 
served in the capacities of Trustee, 
Secretary, Treasurer and President 
while continuing to grow in knowledge 
and pride around the commitment that 
it takes to educate our children. 

This four-year term has confirmed 
my belief that school board service is 
an honorable form of community ser-
vice and involvement. I have met 
many fine people and gained a lifetime 
of valuable friendships. I am proud of 
our excellent educators who are 
responsible for maintaining the high 
results and ratings in education by -
any measure. Together, the board arid 
superintendent also worked to achieve 
the highest financial audit rating pos-
sible; a true budget that balances; and 
sound, state-accepted accounting prac-
tices that accurately reflect our posi-
tion. ; 

The active participation by the many 
people who choose to keep the focus 
about kids continues to be the shining 
light that make our communities and 
school district great. During my term 
I had the once-in-a-lifetime opportuni-
ty to be involved with the process of ' 
building three schools and opening two 
of them. These truly are exciting 
times in our district. I appreciate the 
confidence and trust that you placed in 
me to help guide our school system 
and very much want to say "Thank , 
You." ' : 

As my term nears its end this June, 
I will be focused on my family, busi-

and other personal goals, includ-
continued activity in community , 

hool-related matters as a father 
and community member. 

Darwin Watts 
Plymouth 

Share your opinions 
We welcome your letters to the 
editor. Please Include your name, 
address and phone number for J 
verification. We ask that your letters 
be 400 words or less. We may edit 
for clarity, space and content. 

Mall; 
Letters to the Editor 
Tedd Schneider 
Canton Observer 
794 South Main 
Plymouth, Ml 48170 

E-Mail: 
tschnelder@oe.homecomm.net 

Fax: 
734-459-4224 

HomeTown 
COMMUNICATIONS 
N E T W O R K 
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A status report on the race 
to be Michigan's governor 
\ With the August primary election just four 
months off, now's a pretty good time to take a 
look at what's happened so far in the race for the 
governorship. 
- Politically attuned readers with long memories 
will recall this contest is the first in a decade 
without a sitting governor on the ballot. Con-
^ressman Jim Blanchard was first elected gover-
; nor in 1982, winning 

again in 1986. Gov. John 
Engler won an upset vic-
tory over Blanchard in 
1990 and went on to win 
two more elections 
before being term limit-
ed out of office this year. 

In notable lock step, 
the institutional Repub-
lican Party has anointed 
Lt. Gov. Dick Posthumus 
as Engler's designated 
successor, notwithstand-
ing the fact tha t his 
campaign has so fa r 

; obtained so little trac-
tion that he's far behind both Blanchard and 
Attorney General Jennifer Granholm in head-to-
•head polls and only runs even with U.S. Rep. 

Phil Power 

' - Posthumus is a nice guy and, as Engler's 
understudy, he certainly knows his way around 
Lansing. But he pales in the shadow of his giant 
patron without so far having had much success 
in carving out any singularity of appeal. Several 
months ago he spoke for a couple of hours with a 
group of editors from these newspapers; most 
were unimpressed, some were bored. 

Running against Posthumus in the primary is 
John H. ("Joe") Schwarz, also a term limited 
state senator from Battle Creek. Schwarz's prob-
lem is hardly singularity of appeal. A straight-
talking, full-blown moderate in a party that has 
moved steadily to the right ever since the days of 
Bill Milliken, Schwarz's strategy is to keep hang-
ing around until even dyed-in-the-wool GOP 
functionaries realize that Posthumus has no 
chance of beating any of the possible Democratic 
nominees. 

Most of the sound and fury has been confined 
to the Democratic primary, where Blanchard, 
Bonior and Granholm are so far running far 
ahead of state Sen. Alma Smith, who is able, 
experienced and so far has not succeeded in 
attracting the attention of a jaded Lansing press 
corps. 

With high name ID stemming from his years 
as governor (especially among Democratic 
women in Detroit, who make up a big bloc among 

primary voters), Blanchard jumped into the race 
with a big lead in the early polls. But Granholm 
has used her office to get her name into the head-
lines and raised a ton of money, notably with the 
help of Emily's List, a national organization that 
contributes to woman candidates. 

Most Democratic insiders have been torn 
between their loyalty to Blanchard (who 
befriended many and appointed some while gov-
ernor) and their conviction that Granholm would 
be by far the stronger candidate in November, 
(Even Blanchard is worried about what Republi-
can attack ads on TV would do with his decision 
to raise the state income tax during a budget cri-
sis in his first term.) 

A couple of polls last month put Granholm 
ahead of Blanchard, but a new one published last 
week in Inside Michigan Politics put the two 
essentially neck and neck. 

The same poll put Bonior far behind, but nei-
ther Blanchard nor Granholm should dismiss the 
former minority whip in Congress. Bonior is 
smart, tough and a good campaigner. Whether he 
can find a way to break out of his limited base in 
Macomb County and his embrace by the UAW 
leadership remains to be seen. 

Over the past month, I've been reading with 
steadily growing admiration two biographies of 
former President Theodore Roosevelt by Edmund 
Morris, The Rise of Theodore Roosevelt and 
Theodore Rex. Roosevelt was an extraordinary 
figure in American politics: smart, very widely 
read, with an amazingly varied background for a 
politician — rancher, hunter, soldier, ornitholo-
gist, conservationist. Most important, to me at 
least, was his ability to cut to the heart of prob-
lems and respond with far-reaching and creative 
solutions that broke the molds of conventional 
thinking. 

If these are the standards by which the current 
crop of candidates should be rated, provisional 
evidence in the campaign so far suggests 
Granholm and Schwarz deserve close attention. 

.Undeniably charismatic, Granholm has so far 
on the campaign trail been relatively opaque in 
her approach to public policy. But those who 
know her well say that she's like Teddy Roo-
sevelt in her ability to get quickly to the heart of 
a problem and to find unconventional solutions. 
Schwarz, on the other hand, reminds me of T.R. 
in his courage and straight talk to a party rigidly 
locked in an ideological strait jacket. 

Phil Power is chairman of HomeTown 
Communications Network Inc., the company 
that owns this newspaper. He welcomes your 
comments, either by voice mail at (734) 953" 
2047, ext. 1880, or by e-mail at ppower® 
homecomm.net. 

Time to tweak 
Proposal A, which has 
hurt area schools 

1 
"And, they lived happi-

ly ever after!" makes a 
perfect ending for fairy 
tales, but there have 

Martha Trafford been very few "happily 
ever afters" for Metro 

Detroit school districts since Proposal A was draft-
ed. 

The authors of the school funding legislation, the 
legislators who passed the measure at the 11th hour 
on Christmas Eve, 1993, and the voters who 
approved it on the Ides of March, 1994, believed that 
Proposal A would be the definitive and final chapter 
on how to best fund public schools. Yet just as the 
U.S. and Michigan Constitutions have been amend-
ed several times, it is time to amend, tweak, revise 
or alter Proposal A. 

The concerns that have been voiced and the ques-
tions which have been raised by those who have 
dealt with Proposal A for the past eight years have 
gone unheard and unanswered. Most elected state 
officials and their wanna-be counterparts are reluc-
tant to reach out and touch the Holy Grail of Michi-
gan school finance, especially in a pivotal election 
year. Determined to keep the legacy of the Engler 
years intact, the party-in-power in Lansing raves 
that Proposal A continues to be "an unparalleled 
success." Press releases continually tout the tax 
relief that the legislation delivered to property own-
ers over the past eight years. When the lowest fund-
ed school districts reached the per pupil funding 
level of $6,500 this year, a spokesperson for the gov-
ernor declared, "it's basically brought equity across 
the board." 

The fact that property taxes in Michigan in 1993 
were ninth highest in the nation in what initially 
drove the Proposal A legislation. Most likely proper-
ty taxes would never have reached such a high level, 
if state government had adequately and responsibly 
funded public schools when it controlled the educa-
tion purse strings in the past. 

In the 1970s and 1980s, the state dramatically 
reduced its financial support of public schools. 
Whenever the state was faced with declining rev-
enues and budget deficits, it systematically shifted 
the costs of schools back to local taxpayers, driving 
up the property taxes. As a result, public school offi-
cials were made to wear the "black hats" because 
they had to ask local citizens for the millage increas-
es to run the schools. 

Regarding the praise that is heaped on Proposal A 
for delivering funding equity, do parents and school 
officials in the Redford Union District believe there 
is "equity across the board" when their district 
receives less per pupil than the charter schools in 
Wayne County receive? Is it fair that Livonia Public 
Schools, faced with declining enrollment served as 
the state's model? Where is the equity for Plymouth-

Canton Community Schools, which must compete 
for quality employees - from bus drivers to adminis-
trators in the same job market with nearby districts 
which receive about $1,000 more in per pupil grant? 

Under Proposal A, property-poor districts (mostly 
outstate) were given yearly fimding increases of up 
to 40 percent to close the equity gap, while nearly all 
Metro Detroit districts received yearly increases of 
only 1 percent to 3 percent since 1994. As Proposal 
A "lifted some boats," it submerged many other dis-
tricts in a sea of red ink. 

Two-thirds of the 83 districts in the tri-county 
area are facing deficits. Metro Detroit districts have 
swapped places with the "Kaikaskas" of yesterday 
(those districts that struggled with funding pre-Pro-
posal A). Since the majority of Michigan's children 
attend school in the more populated Metro Detroit 
area, it becomes clear that Proposal A is failing to 
provide for the educational needs of most of Michi-
gan's children. No one advocates impulsively throw-
ing out Proposal A in its entirety and starting over 
in the fashion in which the legislation was created 
We ought to be able to change the parts of Proposal 
A which don't work and don't adequately meet the 
needs of the majority of Michigan's children. 

For starters, state officials can close the loopholes 
which allows some builders to avoid paying the full 
amount of the real estate transfer tax which goes 
into the school-aid fund. Here are some other "sug-
gestions": 

• Grant districts at least a minimal cost-of-living 
increase each year. 

S Provide additional funds to accompany any new 
programs the state mandates. 

• Seek more federal funds to support special edu-
cation. 

• Return the responsibility for teacher retirement 
and Social Security costs back to the state. T 

• Allow districts an option to raise up to £ mills 
locally, so education will be tailored to the unique 
needs of each district's students. Districts could use 
the funds to open new schools, maintain or create 
new programs etc. 

To ignore what is happening to Metro Detroit dis-
tricts (and many others) under the terms of Proposal 
A, is foolhardy and irresponsible on the part of elect-
ed officials. Like a pain reliever, the anticipated 
$200 per pupil increase for 2002-03 school year will 
help in the short term, but will not halt the perva-
sive malady afflicting Metro Detroit schools. 

Programs such as Monday's Statewide Summit on 
Public School Funding will send the message that 
Proposal A needs tweaking, amending etc. Further 
information can be obtained at the Michigan Citî  
zens for Fairness in Public School Funding Web site 
www.mlschoolfunding.org. 

Martha A. Trafford lives in Canton and is a 
retired Livonia school teacher. 

Announcing our. 

Grand Opening! 

>yees 

3 7 2 5 0 Ford R o a d 
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I 
Win A Grand! 

Win $1,000 or two nights for two at the Grand Hotel or one of two 
DVD players. Just open a new account (minimum deposit $io, with direct deposit), 

checking account (minimum deposit $10, with direct deposit), money market account (minimum 

deposit $10,000), new direct deposit, or loan {minimum 51,000) and receive an entry to 
our drawing.* Everyone who opens one of these new relationships 

receives either a $10 mall gift certificate or a 90-minute 
AT&T phone carawhile supplies last. 

Grand Opening Specials* 
Home Equity lines of Credit 2.75% APR for 90 days(APR=Annual Percentage Rate). 

Loan amounts of $50,000 or more. Regular vatiabb rate may change monthly and is the prime rate less \% for lean (o value ratios up to 80% and 
the prime rate for ban to value ratios over 80% up to 100%. Minimum rate is 5%, maximum rate is 25%. Introductory rots for loans less than 

S50,000 is 3.75%. No closing costs on bans of $25,000 or more. 
Closing cosh must be repaid if loan is paid off within 3 years. 

Auto loans 5.25% APR for up to 72, months. 
Get $50 cash rebate and no payments for 90 days. New and used vehicles and refinances from another creditor. 

To fee digible for rebate, loan amount must be S10,00 or more. 

Money Market Bonus Rate 3.25% APY for 90 days. 
New money market accounts opened with new funds of SI 0,000 or more. Rate is guaranteed for the first 90 days funds are on 

" '01/02 areas follows: $10,000 {required minimum bakmce}-$24,999.99 2.50% 
2.75% APY; $50,000-99,999.99 3.00%; $ 100,000 and up 3.25% AFT, 

regular money market rates os of 3/01 / 0 2 are 
deposit.. Current 

APY; $25,000-49,'999.99 

NCUA 
You can join the Detroit Postal Employees Credit Union if you are either: 
"" (1) A current or retired US Postal Service employee 

(2) A relative of a current or retired US Postal Service employee or 
(3) Anyone age 55 and over who is receiving a pension or social security. 

opening, Entrant need no! be present to win. 
* Offers subject to end 

ened with new funds, 
y, accounts,/loans must 
'<tsilar>d, Mi branch. 

account 
Westland, Mi branch. 

entry or prize receipt is final. Drawing will be held 90 days after the WesHartd, Ml 

iHthout notice. Rates subject to change without notice. Credit, income, and collateral requirements apply for all loans, 
ees may reduce earnings on and rates may change after opening on savings accounts, for money market account, 

' ' the entire 90 doj* to receive bonus rate. Oti 
i mi collateral, rees may reduce earnings on and rates mc 
bonus rate, and initio! deposit must be kept on deposit for 
disclosure for additional terns and conditions. To receive 

. . Other terms and conditions may apply. See i 
bonus rates, rncney market accounts must be opened and deposit must be mode at the 
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TRADITION 

with a 42" pedestal table. Has 1 -
18" leaf, 4 matching bow back 

chairs, and with a 10 year chair 
warrant 

oo 

5 PIECE 
REG. $1399.00 

SALE 
$ 699 

Timeless beauty... 
Enduring Value ^ 

with a 42x60 table, 
2-12" self storing leaves, 

6 large bow back side chairs. 
7 PIECE SET 
REG. $2399.00 

SALE 
• 10 YEAR 

CHAIR W A R R A N T Y 
$ 1199 00 

DO NOT PAY FOR ONE FULL YEAR! 
N O D O W N PAYMENT - N O INTEREST _ N O PAYMENTS TILL 2002 

$1000 MINIMUM PURCHASE WITH APPROVED CREDIT 
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Senate .kills judge's Plan would ban deceptive e-mail 'spam' 

BY MIKE MALOTT 
HOMETOWN NEWS SERVICE 
'mmalott@homecomjn.net 

; The issue of early retirement 
incentives for judges — alleged 
by Democrats to be a "court 
packing scheme" by Gov. John 
Engler — is dead and will not 
come back before the legislature. 

Engler spokesperson Sue 
Shafer confirmed there will be no 
effort by the governor to revive a 
plan of offering increased pen-
sion payments to judges, who 
would have been able to get as 
much as $28,000 more per year 
had lawmakers approved. 

"It was a second tier issue, 
really," Shafer contended. "More 

__ipiportant was the proposal to 
realign the boundaries for/amily 
court and give the judges affect-
ed some options of what they 
were going to do. Gov. Engler 
really had not anticipated that a 
lot of judges would take advan-
tage of early retirement any-
way." 
*• State lawmakers approved a 
'proposal to revise probate court 
boundaries in several northern 
counties without ret irement 
incentives, a bill Engler is 
expected to sign this week. They 
also adopted a plan to offer early 
retirement to state employees 
this year, a budget trimming 
move the governor proposed to 
cut the budget an estimated $50 
million. The early retirement 
incentives for s ta te workers 
apply to an estimated 8,100 
employees, about half of which 
are expected to take advantage 
of the program. Engler is expect-
ed to sign that biU this week as 
well, Shafer said. 

Democrats, on the other hand, 
had another view of the judicial 
retirement proposal, and were 
eager to claim victory when a tie-
bar between incentives for state 
workers and the judicial package 
was broken. 
. "The state employee retire-
ment plan should never have 
been tied to the judicial early 
retirement," said Sen. Dianne 

JByrum (D-Onondaga). "I am 
pleased we have been able to 
stop judicial early retirement 
and move forward with allowing 
state employees to plan for their 
luture." 

Democrats believed the pro-

posal was a scheme to get per-
haps as many as 100 judges 
across the state to retire before 
Engler leaves office, giving him 
the ability to appoint their suc-
cessors before he himself leaves 
office at the end of the year. 

They said Engler was attempt-
ing to pack the court with judges 
whose philosophy matches his, 

"The golden parachute has col-
lapsed under the scrutiny of pub-
lic opinion," said Sen. John Cher-
ry (D-Clio) "A plan that would 
allow the Governor to appoint 
numerous judges not only robs 
voters of the right to choose who 
serves in their courts, but places 
an unnecessary burden on the 
taxpayers of the state." 

Sen. Gary Peters (D-Bloom-
field Township) argued that 
early ret i rement for judges 
would not have saved the state 
any money. 

"They're elected officials, so 
they all draw the same salary," 
he explained. "It would have 
been inappropriate to give incen-
tives to elected officials to leave 
early, only so he could replace 
them with younger judges, so he 
could pack the court with judges 
of his own philosophical bent for 
the next 20 years." 

The tie-bar between the two 
bills was broken when lawmak-
ers realized there were not 
enough votes in the senate to 
give the judicial retirement pack-
age immediate effect. With that, 
the incentives would not have 
gone into effect until next year, 
leaving the appointment of 
replacements to Engler's succes-
sor. 

To get immediate effect, a two-
thirds majority vote is needed 
and no Democrats in the seriate 
were willing to give 'yes' votes 
for that. One Republican also 
disagreed with the plan. 

"Initially, I supported the early 
retirement plan to allow some 
judges to leave office early and 
enable many state employees to 
retire," said Sen. Valde Garcia 
(R-St. Johns.) "But after hearing 
from many at home, I realized 
that offering early retirement 
incentives for judges is not 
acceptable. So, we have restored 
language protecting judges' pen-
sions without offering them more 
money to retire early." 

BY MIKE MALOTT 
HOMETOWN NEWS SERVICE 
mmalott@homecomm.net 

Commercial e-mail — often 
referred to as "spam" — that is 
deceptive or misleading would be 
outlawed under legislation 
recently introduced by Rep. Marc 
Shulman (R-West Bloomfield). 

House Bill 5777, referred to 
the House Commerce Committee 
for initial review, would add 
"deceptive unsolicited e-mail" 
among the list of business prac-
tices banned in the Michigan 
Consumer Protection Act. 

Deceptive e-mails are defined 
as those that contain "false or 
misleading information in the 
subject line," use of an Internet 
domain name without the 
owner's permission, or that 
obscure or otherwise misrepre-
sent information identifying the 
point of origin of the e-mail mes-

The bill would eliminate liabil-
ity for Internet service providers 
that block e-mails they believe to 
be in violation of the act. 

As an addition to the'*'Con-
sumer Protection Act, the bill 

would make a failure to deliver 
goods or services sold through e-
mail a violation as well, accord-
ing to staff aide Gabe Basso. Vio-
lations of the act carry a poten-
tial penalty of up to $25,000. 

The proposal is based on a law 
passed in the state of Washing-
ton and recently upheld as con-
stitutional in court. 

E-mail selling pornography is 
not directly addressed in the bill, 
Basso said, but it is expected the 
bill would have an affect on 
pornographic solicitations. 

"That's one industry that par-

ticularly would feel the brunt of 
this legislation," he said. "You 
know, you'll receive a message 
saying it's from your best friend 
and when you open it, it is a 
huge piece of pornography. What 
could be more deceptive than 
that?" he said. 

Shulman has received a posi-
tion response from other law-
makers and the public to the 
introduction of the bill. It is 
expected to be taken up by the 
House in April when state law-
makers return from their spring 
break. 

Gov. John Engler Tuesday 
signed SB 690 to create a new, 
seven-member authority to run 
Detroit Metropolitan Airport. 

Joining the governor at the 
event was Wayne County Execu-
tive Ed McNamara. 

In signing the bill, Engler said 
that a well-run airport sends a 
signal across the world that 
Michigan is the right place to 
travel and do business. 

"The airport is the f irs t 
impression business travelers 
and tourists have of Detroit and 
of Michigan," said Engler. "That 
first impression must be a great 

one. 
"Detroit 

Metro Air-
port is the 
m o s t 
important 
economic 
generator 
for all of 
S o u t h -
e a s t e r n 
M i c h i -

Ed McNamara 

Wayne County Executive 
Edward H. McNamara. "Metro 
Airport serves as this area's pri-
mary transportation gateway, 

linking this region to the rest of 
the world. With a more efficient 
operation, Metro and Willow 
Run airports will continue to cre-
ate new jobs and economic pros-
perity for Wayne County and the 
State of Michigan well into the 
future." 

The new authority will have 
full control over all airport facili-
ties and operations, including 
maintenance and security as 
well as construction or expan-
sion projects. Members of the 
authority will be held to the 
same ethics standards as other 
public officials and will have an 

independent audit committee. 
The bill, sponsored by State 

Senator Glenn Steil (R - Grand 
Rapids), passed with large bipar-
t isan majorit ies in both the 
Michigan House and Senate. It 
stipulates that the authority 
will include four members 
appointed by the Wayne County 
Executive, two members 
appointed by the governor and 
one member appointed by the 
Wayne County Commission. 

The Wayne County Commis-
sion has hired a law firm to try 
to stop implementation of the 
authority. 
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AMiiicalrKPirtatifiiiof 
the of Jesus Christ 

Bring the whole family to 

Msffbnan Road Baptist Shursh 
2055 Merriman Road (Just South of Ford Road) 

Deaf Interpretation 9 Free Admission 
For more information call: (734) 421-0472 

Think Spring^ 
at CLYDE SMITH & SON 

Buy Direct from the Grower! 

PLANTS 

• Premium 
Easter Lillies 
"1-2-3 Stem Plants 
5 Blooms & up" 

• Azaleas • Mums • Begonias 
Hydrangeas • Martha Washington 

Geranium & more! 

r.1M 11«i'ii I 

Paffodills * Tulips • Hyaciths 

CLYDE SMITH & S O N S 
GREENHOUSES & GARDEN CENTERS 

, 8000 NEWBURGH; WESTLAND • O P E N 7 DAYS 
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Ssshhhh. Don't wake him. 
He's just looked at 100 houses 
on his lunch hour and bought one 

t© 

FREE LUNCH i Online. 

it was easy. 

First he checked his Observer & Eccentric newspaper. Then he went online 

and found thousands of houses! 

House hunting? Check out www.hometowniife.com 

fwvm 
HomeTownIife.com 

»'Brought to you by The Observer & Eccentric Newspapers 

with purchase of a lunch sandwi< 
(all luncn sandwiches come wrth chips or side and pickiej 
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LINDA ANN CHOMIN 

on 

music 
Kimberly Kaloyanides Kennedy 

grew up with a fondness for garage 
sales. The Plymouth violinist laughs 
when she thinks of tricking her moth-
er into buying a Snoopy wind-up plas-
tic guitar on sale for a dime. Kennedy 
was five at the time. Her passion to 
play violin began after watching the 
daughter of a family friend perform 
on the instrument. Kennedy subse-
quently used the wind-up guitar as 
part of a scheme to take lessons. 

"I insisted my mother buy it then I 
put it under my chin and used a pen-

cil and 
Vivace Series wound i t 
What: The Sonnet up and die 

Quartet performs the S o t t h e 

demith and Brahms 
When: 7:30 p.m. 

Sunday, April 7 
Where: Birming-

ham Temple, 28611 
West 12 Mile Road, 
between Inkster and 
Middlebeit, Farming-
ton Hills 

Tickets: $18 non-
members, $15 
seniors/students and 

members, call 
788-9338 

wanted to 
play vio-
lin," said 
Kennedy. 
. N o w 
she's living 
her dream 
of becom-

pro-

Temple 
{248) 78 

mg 
f e s s i o n a l 
musician. 
A f t e r 
training at 
the Uni-
versity of 
Michigan 

School of Music, and Harid Conserva-
tory in Florida, Kennedy joined the 
Detroit Symphony Orchestra in 1998. 
While she loves performing orchestral 
music, something was still lacking. 
Five years ago she joined The Sonnet 
Quartet, which is performing aspar t 
of the Vivace Series on Sunday, April 
7 at Birmingham Temple in Farming-
ton Hills. 

"Being in the quartet is a great 
opportunity to play chamber music 
and to have a venue to perform," said 
Kennedy. "Having an outlet to per-
form outside of an orchestra is impor-
tant for the health of a musician. It 
helps to keep the artistic and techni-
cal side fine-tuned." 

Calling 
Glenn Mellow's shared enthusiasm 

for chamber music is the reason he 
founded The Sonnet Quartet. Like 
Kennedy, Mellow was fortunate to 
realize he wanted to play a string 
instrument at a young age and sees 
his chosen profession "almost like a 
calling." Even though he's played 

Please see CHOMIN, B3 

Chamber concert: Sonnet 
Quartet members Sarah Cleve-
land (left), Glenn Mellow, Hai 
Xin Wu, and Kimberly Kaloy-
anides Kennedy perform a var-
ied program at Birmingham 
Temple. 
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Exhibits spotl ig 
material 's verswti 

Majestic steed: David Bennett created his 
"Rearing Bronze Horse" by blowing glass into 
an armature he first welded from bi wonze. 

MICHIGAN GLASS MONTH EXHIBITS 
m Habatat Galleries - 30th International Glass Invitational 
Thursday, April 4 to Monday, May 6. Opening reception 8 p.m. 
Saturday, Aprii 6, at the Royal Oak location, 4400 Femlee. 
Call (248) 5443594. Runs concurrently with The Contempo-
rary Glass Exhibition: From East to West at Habatat's former 
space in Pontiac, 7 North Saginaw -
• Birmingham Bloomfield Art Center - The Italian Influence 
on Contemporary American Glass opens with a slide presen-
tation on what inspires art by Daniel Clayman 3 p.m. Friday, 
April 5, followed by panel discussion 4-5:30 p.m., and an 
opening reception 5:30-7 p.m., continues to Friday, May 3, 
1516 South Cranbrook, north of 14 Mile Road, call (248) 
644-0866 . 
•Janice Characfc Epstein GaB«y-S.Mstsi 5 Directions in Glass 
continues to Thursday, April 25, meet the artists 7:30 p.m. Thurs-
day, April 11, in the Jewish Community Center, 6600 W. Maple at 
Drake, West Bloomfield, call (248) 432-5448 
• York Street Glassworks - Don Schneider shows a variety 
of his works, 875 York Street in Plymouth's Old Village, calf 
{734)459-6419 . . . 
• Epiphany - April Wagner and Jason Ruff hold an open studio 
with glass blowing demonstrations noon to 6 p.m. Saturday, 
April 6,770 Orchard Lake Road, east of Telegraph, Pontiac, 
call (248) 745-3786 

B Y LINDA A N N CHOMIN 
STAFF WRITER 
Ichomin@oe.homecomm.net 

lass has come ; 
'ay since Ferdinand 

Hampson held the first 
national exhibition at Habatat 
Galleries 30 years ago. Artists 
continue to experiment with 
technique and concept as the 
medium grows in popularity. 

Fortunately, former Gov. 
William Milliken recognized 

glass's ability to enchant 22 years 
ago and proclaimed April as Michigan Glass 
Month. Today, it is the fastest growing medium 
with galleries, art centers and museums who 
celebrate the magic of glass with dozens of 
exhibits and events. 

Hampson curates three separate shows 
including the 30th annual International Glass 
Invitational with 80 artists from nearly 20 
countries at his new space in Royal Oak. Six 
exhibition rooms, totaling 10,000 square feet, 
document the progression of the contemporary 
glass movement with 320 new works. The show 
is dedicated to internationally acclaimed Czech 
ar t i s t Stanislav Libensky who died a few 
weeks ago. Libensky first exhibited at Habatat 
in 1983. 

Challenge to experiment 
"This year I challenged the artists to experi-

ment," said Hampson, founder of the oldest and 
largest annual exhibition of contemporary studio 
glass in the U.S., and president of Habatat Gal-
leries in Boca Raton, Chicago, Royal Oak, and 
Birmingham as of June 1, 2002. "We're celebrat-
ing the diversity of the material. Daniel Clay-
man's work is minimal but compelling. Warren 
Langley from Australia uses lots of color - blue, 
yellow and red. The reason for the different 
spaces is because glass can take on so many 
forms. From it's infancy, glass has become versa-
tile. Artists make all sorts of objects and scales." 

David Bennett welds bronze into an armature 
then blows glass inside the forni to flesh out 
majestic horses. Glass master Dale Chihuly cre-
ates a large-scale chandelier, waill piece, and 

Ikebana for the 30th International. Shinichi and 
Kimiake Higuchi return with works incorporat-
ing an insect and plant motif. Nature seems to 
be a favorite subject with Japanese artists 
including Hiroshi Yamano who continues the 
From East to West series with new vessels fea-
turing fish as the theme. 

Light shines through the nooks and hollows 
of a tree trunk-like sculpture with an emerging 
face by Irene Frolic of Canada. Steven Wein-
berg, known for creating interior worlds in 
crystal, adds facets to exterior surfaces. Miriam 
DiFiore incorporates a glass forest scene into 
an old cast iron bucket. Richard Ritter keeps 
his signature cane work imagery but positions 
it so the sphere appears to be emerging from an 

From craft to fine art 
If not for the foresight of Harvey Littleton and 

Dominick Labino who held hot glass workshops 
behind the Toledo Museum of Art 40 years ago, 
none of this work would have been possible. 
Until 1962, American glass was created by 
teams at Steuban and Tiffany, and considered a 
craft. Process and technology explored by Labi-
no and Littleton led to artists producing fine art 
in private studios. In time, artists began looking 
to Europe to learn more about the material 
which had a long history there. By 1987, the 
national became an international. 

At Habatat's old space in Pontiac, Hampson 
showcases international glass curated for a 240-
piece exhibit sponsored by the Cultural Ministry 
of China at museums in Shanghai and Beijing. 
The Italian influence shines through a smaller 
show at the Birmingham Bloomfield Art Center 
where Hampson serves on the board. A panel 
discussion with Hampson, artists Richard Ritter 
and Stephen Powell, and critic William Warmus 
opens the exhibit Friday, April 6. Earlier in the 
day, Daniel Clayman will give a slide presenta-
tion and talk about what inspires glass art. 

"Italian techniques have been used for hun-
dreds of years; they were tremendous secrets for 
years," said Hampson. "Glass artists were not 
allowed to leave Venice and Murano. We're 

Please see 

Cast glass: Michael Pavlik and Vladimira Klumpar 
cast this dramatic work in glass. It is one of 320 
works on display at Habatat Galleries. 
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Ferdinand 
Hampson 

Founder 

Leading 
role; 

American 
Ballet 

; Theatre's 
production 

of he 
Corsaire 

is reputed 
to show-

superb 
male 

dancing. 
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Dancer's photo exhibit accompanies 'Le Corsaire' 
BY NICOLE STAFFORD 
STAFF WRITES 
nstafford@oe.homecomm.net 

•No doubt dance lovers anticipate the American 
Ballet Theatre's annual visits to the Detroit 
Opera House. 

This year, the company's. production of Le Cor-
saire, Thursday-Sunday, April 4-7, will be accom-
panied by an exhibit of photographs by ABT corps 
dancer Rosalie O'Connor. 

Carol Halsted, a dance photography collector, 
and partner at the Halsted Gallery in downtown 

• 'And one thing led to another, and 
I said wouldn't it be great to do a 
tie-Sn with your photography and 
ABT's visit.' 

Carol Halsted 
_ Dance photography collector 

Birmingham, arranged the exhibit entitled 
Through the Eye of the Dancer. 

Last year, O'Connor viewed an exhibit of Halst-

ed's photography collection at the Detroit Insti-
tute of the Arts while in town performing with 
ABT. O'Connor later contacted Halsted about her 
own work. ' 

"And one thing led to another, and I said would-
n't it be great to do a tie-in with your photography 
and ABT's visit," recalls Halsted, who founded 
Oakland University's dance department and 
served as chair of the music, theater and dance 
department for six years. Halsted also recently 

Sharon Dargny. Editor 734-953-2054 sdari*uv**oc.homccomm.nrt 
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showing Americans influenced 
by Italian technique and Ital-
ians who brought these tech-
niques to more of a high art." 

Janet Torno visited the studio 
0f one of those artists, Lucio 
Bubbaco, on a trip to Italy and 
never forgot the magic of his 
lampworked sculptures. If possi-

glass annually at 

• 'The show Is very exciting. We approached 
the Italian consulate to work with us. It's some-
thing special to kick off glass month. It's a big 
thing In this area. People come from every-
where to see the glass.' 

Janet Torno 
Executive director 

ihe art center where she's exec-
utive director. This year's exhi-
bition holds special meaning. 
!; "I'm very interested in Italy 
jand my husband blows glass," 
jsaid Torno. "I spent several 
hours at Lucio Bubacco's studio 
£nd saw his elaborate lamp-
work created over a torch. He 
was an altar boy so that influ-
ence comes out in his work. 

"The show is very exciting. 
We approached the Italian con-
sulate to work with us. It 's 
something special to kick off 
glass month. It's a big thing in 
this area. People come from 
Everywhere to see the glass." 

it's everywhere 
Glass is everywhere in Michi-

gan in April including the Jan-
ice Charach Epstein Gallery at 
the Jewish Community Center 
in West Bloomfield. Curator 
Sylvia Nelson presents a spec-
tacular show by five Michigan 
artists. Beautiful is the only 

word to describe Janet Kel-
man's Violet Anemone large-
scale bowl. Stan Megdall fash-
ions blown glass into vases that 
look like whimsical figures. 
Andrew Madvin titles his sculp-
tures of hands, reaching, grab-
bing at some unseen terror as 
memories. Madvin shows work 
on the same theme along with 
large-scale glass flowers at 
Orchard Lake Framing and 
Gallery. Since graduating from 
College for Creative Studies two 
years ago, he's exhibited work 
at the Birmingham Temple 
juried art show in Farmington 
Hills as well as Art & Apples in 
Rochester. Even though he took 
jewelry classes at Groves High 
School in Birmingham it wasn't 
until studying with CCS craft 
department chairman Herb 
Babcock that Madvin fell in love 
with glass. Babcock shows work 
in Habatat's Invitational. 

"My work takes two different 
directions," said Madvin, a 

Birmingham ; resident. "My 
mixed media sculpture address-
es serious issues by using 
metaphors that create a person-
al dialogue while the large-scale 
flowers are more playful and 
uplifting, and.celebrate life." 

"I work in glass for two rea-
sons - its physical properties, 
the process' of working with 
glass is amazing, the way it 
heats up, moves and cools down, 
how it looks: - its transparency 
quality, how it reflects light." 

April Wagner couldn't agree 
more about the excitement of 
working with glass. She and 
partner Jason Ruff throw open 
their epiphany studio in Pontiac 
for glass blowing demonstra-
tions Saturday, April 6. Their 
vessels and sculpture will be on 
exhibit with 200 other glass 
works at Orchard Lake Fram-
ing and Gallery in Orchard 
Lake. Call (248) 681-7447 for 
more information. 

"Glass is the most amazing 
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medium in that you're always 
being taught by it. It's hot and 
fast. You think you know it all 
but then you discover some-
thing new," said Wagner, a 
graduate of College for Creative 
Studies. 

After 28 years, Don Schneider 
is still discovering new things 
about the molten material at 
York Street Glassworks studio 
and gallery in Plymouth. It's 
there he produces vessels, 
paperweights, and the lamp-
worked" millefiori beads which 
he exhibits internationally. 
Schneider worked as a glass 
blower at Greenfield Village in 
the mid 1970s, and knows how 
important it is to educate the 
public about the medium. 

"We have to teach people 
what glass is. When they come 
in I try to ascertain their 
of knowledge about glass, 
get pretty excited when they 
look around and see glass being 
made," said Schneider. 

"Glass has gone from its craft 
days to high end art and back. 
Now it's everywhere in between. 
Artists are. fusing and slump-
ing. Now there's a greater 
awareness of the material. 
There's much more competition 

that's good because there's 
creativity." 

M 1 work in 
glass for two 
reasons - its 
physical proper-
ties, the process 
of working with 
glass is amazing, 
x h a w a y i t h e a t s 

up, moves and 
cools down, how 
it looks - its 
transparency 
quality, how it 
reflects light.' 
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Birmingham resident 
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Italian influence: 
Lucio Bubacco 
works similar to 
this one, above, will 
be on display at 
Habatat Galleries 
and the Birming-
ham Bloomfield 
Art Center during \ 
Michigan Glass 
Month. Vessels like 
this one, left, creat-
ed by April Wagner 
and her partner 
Jason Ruff at 
epiphany studio in 
Pontiac will be on 
exhibit with 200 
other glass works , 
at Orchard Lake 
Framing and 
Gallery. I 

Nest 

Contest 
Sponsored By WJR A M 760 Radio, The Observer & 

Eccentric Newspapers, Building Industry Association and 
Mathison Supply of Livonia, Garden City and Canton. 

win it 
liPisaifi Bathroom! 

9 A i r Masseur Massage Bathtub by Jason 
H'SSatii Cabinetry by Bertcti 
• Faucets by Harden 
• Ultra-Flush Toilet By Gerber 
• Tile Tub Surround 
• Installation by J&M Home Improvement 
• And Morel 

Take a photo of your ugly bath-
room and bring it into any Mathison 
Supply store or mail it to WJR, Ugliest 
Bathroom Contest, 3011 W. Grand 
Blvd., Ste. 800, Detroit, Ml 48202. 

The winner's bathroom wil l be 
upgraded with new fixtures, tile, 
medicine cabinet and accessories 
with a value of up to $10,000. 

And, be sure to visit the WJR and 
Mathison Supply booths at: 

SPRING HOME & 
GARDEN SHOW 
NOVI iXTO CENTER 
APRIL 4-7, 2002 

Ail entries become the 
property of WJR and 

jU/tma SL must be received by 
InUf lPB OC April 12, 2002. No cash 

Garden 
Show? 

equivalents. Judges 
decision is final. No pur-
chase necessary. Winner 
will be announced 
May 18,2002. 

Employees of WJR Radio, The Observer 8t Eccentric Newspapers, BIA and Mathison Supply are not eligible to enter. 


