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TODAY 
ARTS 

'Eclectic:' Mozart Clar-
inet Quintet K 581 and 
Surfer at the River Styx? 
No they're 
not new 
rock 
groups, 
just two 
vastly 
different 
dance 
pieces that 
showcase 
the 
"eclectic" choreography of 
Twyla Tharp./B 1 

Twyla Tharp 
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AT HOME 

Flower power: The scent of 
more than 20,000 colorful 
tulips, daffodils, 

hyacinths 
and other 
spring 
flowers 
will greet 
visitors at 
the 84th 
annual 
GMC 
Builders 
Home & 

Garden Show at Cobo > 
Hall in Detroit this 
weekend./QH 

HOMETOWN LIFE 

In the family: Soldiers in 
combat get lonely. They 
get hungry. — 
They write 
letters 
home, just 
like the 
family 
letters 
Lucille 
Lussenden 
used for 110-page book, 
Civil War Letters of the 
Gantz Family./CB 
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Dollar disparity is summit focus 
• Monday's f o rum at Salem High School is 
aimed at convincing legislators to rethink 
parts of Proposal A to better address funding 
for local schools. 

B Y TONY BRUSCATO 
STAFF WRITER 
tbruscato@oe.homccomm.aet 

Dance Schubatis of Plymouth Town-
ship believes her fifth-grade daughter, 
who a t t e n d s Bird E l e m e n t a r y , and 
sixth grade son at East Middle School 
are getting a good education. 

Schubatis knows it could 

be much be t te r if P lymouth-Canton 
Community Schools were to receive an 
inc rease in s t a t e f u n d i n g to ma tch 
neighboring school districts. 

"I see great programs in other school 
districts, and I would like to see some 
of them in my district," said Schubatis. 
"Things like smaller class sizes, and 
more art and gym classes.". 

Schubatis has taken up the challenge 

of increasing Plymouth-Canton's state 
foundation grant , which is currently 
$6,825 per pupil, as one of the organiz-
ers of Monday ' s S u m m i t on Publ ic 
School Fund ing . The group w a n t s 
changes in Proposal A, which voters 
approved in 1994 to give control of 

funding to the state, to increase 
state foundation grant for under-

districts. 
""'The event, scheduled for 7 p.m. a t 
Salem High School, is sponsored by 
Michigan Citizens for Fairness in Pub-
lic School Funding. 

Four gubernatorial candidates and at 
l eas t a dozen s t a t e l a w m a k e r s a re 

expected to be in a t tendance for the 
event. Schubatis is hoping they will 
get the message for the upcoming elec-
tion season. 

"I would like to see the summit pro-
ject educational funding as an impor-
tant issue in the upcoming elections," 
she said. "Ultimately, I would like to 
see a resolution." 

Resolution would mean more parity 
for school districts, instead of wide dis-
crepancies in funding. Compared to 
Plymouth-Canton, Wayne-West land 
receives $7,196 per pupil; South Red-

Please see SUMMIT, A5 

Discovery students account for themselves 

r 

STAFF PHOTO BY BRYAN MITCHELL 

Making a withdrawal: Seventh-grader Brittany Traitses subtracts money from a mock bank 
account while going through the "reality store" at Discovery Middle SchooLThe Canton Busi-
ness and Professional Women's Association hosted the activity to teach kids about handling 
money in the real world. For a story and more photos, please turn to Page A3 in today's 
Observer. 

BY JACK GLADDEN 
STAFF WRITER 
jgladden@oe.hom6comm.net 

Canton's newly formed Council for 
Community Excellence held its inaugu-
ral meeting Monday night. 

The council will act as an advisory 
board to promote community enhance-
ment projects, said Kris Sanders, Can-
ton's neighborhood coordinator. 

The group will also be responsible for 
promoting public awareness and enlist-
ing the support of interested individu-
als, businesses, schools and civic orga-
nizations also interested in community 
development. 

The 11-member council is made up of 
a mix of business people and interested 
homeowners. With one exception, all 
are Canton residents. 

Serving one-year terms will be Laura 
Brewis, homeowner; Judi th Glotfelty, 
homeowner; Doug Smith of Bloomfteld 
Hi l l s , a deve loper w i t h R o b e r t s o n 
Brothers; and Pam Swiderek, home-
owner. 

Serv ing two-year t e r m s are Greg 
Greene, homeowner and member of the 
Canton Chamber of Commerce; Kelly 
Kelly, homeowner and former engineer 
with the township; Hans G. Neuroth 

Lynda Neuroth, homeowners and 

see 

Free ride 
Police see few qualified 
takers for found bikes 

BY JACK GLADDEN 
STAFF WRITER 
jgladden@oe.homecomm.net 

The Canton Police Department 
few good bicycles available for free to 
qual i fy ing low-income Canton resi-
dents. 

The bikes are ones t h a t have been 
found abandoned and turned over to 
the police department. 

Brenda Snyder, Canton Police prop-
erty clerk, said the bike give-away pro-

gram has been in existence for 
years but ha s not been par t icular ly 
active recently. She said she currently 
has only one application for a bicycle 
but has about 10 bikes available. 

"We usually get quite a few in the 
summertime," she said. 

She said the d e p a r t m e n t usua l ly 
gives away about 10 to 20 bikes a year. 

To qualify, families must meet HUD 
income standards, which are: 

QAA 

fill Bikes go 
begging: 
Canton • 
Public 
Safety 
Officer 
Brenda 
Snyder 
with some 
of the bikes 
that have 
been turned 
in to police. 
The bikes 
are 
available 
free of 
charge to 
qualifying 
families. 

Trustee will pass on 
board re-election bid 

STAFF PHOTO BY BRYAN MITCHELL 

BY TONY BRUSCATO 
STAFF WRITER 
tferuseato@oe.homecomm.net 

P l y m o u t h - C a n t o n school boa rd 
t r u s t e e D a r w i n 
W a t t s won ' t be 
s e e k i n g a second 
fou r -yea r t e r m on 
the Board of Educa-
tion. 

The exit of Watts, 
along wi th t ru s t ee 
Susan Davis ' deci-

Darwln Watts 

P-C SCHOOLS 

re-
e lec t ion a f t e r a n 
eight-year s t in t on 
t h e b o a r d , m e a n s 

there will be at least two new board 
members elected June 10 Incumbent 

Marcy Staley, who was appointed in 
December to fill the seat left vacant 
when Steve Guile resigned, said she 
will seek the seat to fill Guile's one-
year unexpired term. 

Wat ts , who is a wa te r t r e a t m e n t 
supplier and bottler, said business has 
grown, leaving less time to devote to 
school business. 

"I'm working on a national consult-
ing contract ... th i s commitment is 
pretty big," he said. "I've had a lot of 
encouragement to stay on the board. 
But if I can't answer the question of 

Woman, 74, dies Saturday 
following Ford Road crash 
BY JACK GLADDEN 
STAFF WRITES 
jgladdeB@oe.homecom3n.net 

A 74-year-old Canton woman died 
Saturday afternoon after a car acci-
dent a t Ford Road and Morton Taylor. 

Police said Sylvia Habuda was east-
bound on Ford in the left turn lane, 
attempting to turn north onto Morton 
Taylor. As she at tempted the turn , 
her Ford Escort was struck by a Ford 
pickup traveling westbound on Ford. 
The accident happened about 2:30 
p.m. 

Habuda was t aken to St. Joseph 
Mercy Hospital in Ypsilanti, where 
she died a short time later of multiple 
injuries. 

The driver of the pickup, a 45-year-

old Southgate man, and a passenger 
in the truck, a 20-year-old Melvindale 
woman, received minor injuries. Both 
were taken to St. Joseph Mercy and 
later released. 

Habuda was alone in her car. 
Police Sgt. Todd Mutchler said alco-

hol or speeding was not a factor in the 
accident. 

An off-duty Canton police officer, 
who was westbound on Ford about 
10-12 cars eas t of the intersection, 
witnessed the crash. He said the light 
for Ford Road traffic was green at the 

officer called for police and 
paramedics, then parked his car and 
attended to Habuda until other units 
arrived. 
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Gunman gets in motel robbery 
A clerk at the Baymont Inn & 

Suites on Ford Road was robbed 
of about $200 in assorted bills 
•late Sunday, ; 

A suspect described as a black 
male in his late 20s, 5-feet 10-
inches tall , medium build and 

bald head jumped over the front 
counter of the hotel at about 8:30 
p.m. and forced a clerk a t gun-
point to open a cash reg is te r . 
The suspec t then ordered the 
clerk into an office and fled. 
• Canton Police were called to 

r 
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the scene mo-
ments later. A 
K-9 t r a c k of 
t h e s u s p e c t 
ended a t a 
nearby conve-
nience store". 

No i n j u r i e s 
were reported. 

The suspec t 
w a s a lso de-
scribed as hav-

ing a light complexion and a thin 
m u s t a c h e . He was w e a r i n g a 
hooded brown jacket and dark 
p a n t s . The suspect ' s gun was 
desc r ibed as a s m a l l b l ack 

Composite sketch 
of suspect 

COP CALLS 

revolver. 
Anyone w i th i n f o r m a t i o n 

about t he incident is asked to 
call Canton Police at (734) 394-
5400. 

Cigarette theft 
Police responded to a burglar 

a l a r m a t C Smoke r Shop on 
Nor th Canton Center about 4 
a.m. Tuesday. 

When they arrived the found 
the f ron t glass door had been 

s m a s h e d and someone h a d 
entered the building. 

According to a police repor t 
a b o u t 40 to 50 c a r t o n s of 
cigarettes were missing. 

I t w a s t he second t i m e t h e 
store has been broken into this 

Stereo taken 
A resident of the 5100 block of 

Mott reported to police tha t his 
car was broken into j u s t a f t e r 
midnight Tuesday, 

He said it was parked in front 
of his home and the driver's side 
window was broken out. A car 

s t e reo , v a l u e d a t $200, w a s 
taken. 

T i r e s gone 
A patron a t TC Gators on Ford 

Road said he entered the estab-
lishment about 10 p.m. Saturday 
and stayed until about 2:30 Sun-
day. 

When he went to his car it was 
jacked u p and both passenger 
side tires were missing. He val-
ued the wheels and tires a t $480. 

Police confiscated the jack for 
evidence. 

- Jack Gladden 

CARRIER OF THE MONTH: CANTON FOUlier p r f l l C i p a l g e t S 
Adam Gillikin, 14, is the Can-

ton Observer 's Car r ie r of t he 
Month for March. The son of 
Larry and Mary Gillikin, he has 
one sister, Ashlee, 11. 

A ninth grader at Plymouth-
Salem High School, his favorite 
subjects are math, science, and 
CAD/His plans include going to 
colfege to be an engineer. He 
enjoys football, hockey, scuba 
diving, boating, snowboarding, 
and wrestling. He has earned a 
scuba diving l icense, boa t ing 
license and is an honor role stu-

He feels t h a t t he route f i t s 
nicely into his schedule, and it's 
a good way to earn money. 

Be ing an O b s e r v e r c a r r i e r 
teaches young people to learn 
the value of money at a young 

Adam said. 

on sex 

Adam Gillikin 

If you want to be a Plymouth 
Observer carrier, please 
(734) 591-0500 

BY TONY BRUSCATO 
STAFF WRITER 
tbrusca to@oe.homecomm.net 

Former Pioneer High School 
principal Tom Owens was sen-
tenced to one-year probation in 
connection with an Aug. 15 inde-
cent exposure charge involving 
an incident in Hines Park. 

Livonia 16th Dis t r ic t Cour t 
J u d g e Robert Brzezinski took 
t h e case u n d e r a d v i s e m e n t , 
meaning if Owens doesn't violate 
t e r m s of h i s p r o b a t i o n , t h e 
charge will be dropped from his 
record. If he does v io la te i t , 
Owens could be fined or jailed. 

Owens pleaded no contest to 
the indecent exposure charge a t 
a district court hearing Feb. 26. 
He was a r res ted in the Levan 

.Knoll a r e a of H i n e s P a r k in 
Livonia for allegedly exposing 
himself to a Wayne County sher-
i f fs deputy. 

Owens was principal a t Pio-
neer for five years. Under terms 
of an agreement wi th the Ply-
mouth-Canton school dis t r ic t , 
Owens will serve the district as 
a contract consul tant th rough 
J u n e 30. At t h a t t ime , he ' l l 
accept a buyout package with a 
"net p resen t value" lump-sum 
payment of $42,500, 

Last week, the Board of Edu-
cation approved the appointment 
of Phil Freeman as principal a t 
Pioneer. Freeman had been act-
ing pr incipal a t Pioneer since 
Owens'arrest. 

bid for district judge 
BY TONY BBUSCATO 
STAFF WRITER 
tbrusca to@oe.homeeomm.net 

A f o u r t h p e r s o n h a s an -
nounced intentions to run for the 
th i rd judge seat in Plymouth's 
35th District Court. 

Thomas Doetsch, Sr., chief ref-
eree of Wayne County's 3rd Dis-
trict Court, will join three other 
candidates in the Aug. 6 prima-
ry- . 

Doetsch worked as an assis-
t a n t Wayne County prosecutor 
fo r 13 y e a r s be fo re be ing 

appointed to the bench in 1993. 
Doetsch jo ins a f ield which 

inc ludes K a r e n Woodside of 
Northville Township, ass is tant 
Wayne County prosecutor and 
former township supervisor; Eric 
Colthurst of Plymouth, attorney 
and p a r t - t i m e 35 th D i s t r i c t 
Court magistrate; and attorney 
Mike Gerou, who lives in Ply-
mouth Township. 

The two c a n d i d a t e s who 
receive t h e most votes in t h e 
August pr imary will challenge 
for the judgeship in the Novem-
ber general election. 

raiser 
The Educational Excellence 

Foundation serving Plymouth-
C a n t o n Communi ty Schools 
s p o n s o r s a d i n n e r t h e a t e r 
fund- ra i se r a t 6:30 p.m. Fri-
day, March 22. 

The evening includes a spe-
cial d inner in t he P lymouth 
Rock Cafe prepared and served 
by Culinary Arts students, fol-
lowed by a performance of Pip-
pin from reserved seats in the 
Gloria Logan Theater. Tickets 
for t h e even t a r e $50 each , 
with only 100 tickets available. 

Proceeds from this event will; 
be u s e d fo r m u c h - n e e d e d 
repa i r s to t he t hea t e r . Cal l 
420-7010 Monday-Thur sday 
mornings to reserve tickets. ; 

The Educational Excellence 
F o u n d a t i o n is a r e g i s t e r e d 
501(c)3 non-profit organization' 
t h a t f u n d s cu r r i cu la r b a s e d 
projects tha t enhance teaching 
and learning in the Plymouth-
Canton Schools. EEF is also a 
fiduciary advisor for scholar-: 
sh ip s b e n e f i t i n g Plymouth-! 
Canton students. 
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Why settle for 
anything less than 
"just your style?" 

I I v I I MM |\ \ | I I II ( 1 [I l]( I 

• Nine Different Arm Styles 

• Four Sofa Lengths 

• Three Matching Chairs 

• Skirted, or Three Leg Styles 

• Two Wood-Trim Bases 

• Plush or Supportive Seating Comfort 

• Pillow or Pullover Back Styles 

• Sectional or Sofabed Available 

Plus, choose from over 450 imaginative 
styles and over 1,000 distinctive fabrics 

' prefectly complement your decor. 

72" 

NOW SAVI 

F I N A N C I N G 
I P T O \2 M O N I I IS 

N() IN'I'l'Kl'S I • 
Sincet933 

240 North Main Street • PLYMOUTH • 734-459-1300 
Mon., Thurs., Fri. 10-9 • Tues., Wed., Sat. 10-6 • Sun. 1-5 

Hurry, Sale Ends 3/30/02 * * Available With Credit Approval L 10 

m • M i d w e s t m g m m 

Adventure Sport 
EXPO S5S1 

Where can you take your family and experience 
adventure sports such as kayaking, canoeing, mountain 
biking, mountain climbing, camping, scuba diving, and 
fly fishing all at one convenient location? Easy answer... 
The Adventure Sport Expo is the perfect solution for 
those who are interested in exploring outdoor 
challenges, testing equipment and skills needed to 
enjoy these activities safely and responsibly. You will be 
introduced to several hundred of the latest model 
canoes, kayaks, and 
sea kayaks as well as 
the adventures you 
can experience in our 
great outdoors! The 
expo is hosted by 
leading outfitters, 
interest groups, 
clubs, and related 
manufacturers. 

BIVOUAC 

€ 1 

CANOE 
SPOUT 

hosted by: 
Jeffrey Arena 

3990 Jackson Road 
Ann Arbor, Ml 48103 

734-997-7465 

Hours: Saturday 10-6; Sunday Noon-5 Admission: Adults $5.00; Child 12 and under Free. 

PQF-IOOSStl 
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Getting real 

career, 
BY TEDD SCHNEIDER 

. STAFF WRITER 
tschneider®oe Jiomecomm.net 

' It was more of a reality check 
than an actual shopping trip for 

-Discovery Middle School sev-
en th-graders who visi ted the 

.school's Rea l i ty S tore t h i s 
month. 

is geared toward 
getting students to think about 
career possibilities and the wide 
array of choices they'll have to 
make beginning wi th h igh 
school, said Cathy Nichols, who 
teaches seventh g rade social 
studies and careers. 

This is the second year at Dis-

Learning experience: Beth Howder, right, chats with 
Samantha Diponio about her mock bank account 

covery for the program, which is 
a jo in t project wi th Canton ' s 
Bus iness and Pro fess iona l 
Women's Associat ion. I t was 
introduced to eighth-graders last 
year. 

"It gets them thinking early 
about choosing a profession and 
what they can expect, both in 
terms of pay and expenses, to 
meet their career goals," Nichols 
said. 

"It's an eye-opening experience 
for them hi a lot of ways." 

Before visiting the store, stu-
dents choose a career based on 
their interests and goals. Then 
they learn about the require-
ments needed to get a job, such 
as college and pos t -g radua te 
education, in te rnships , t r ade 
school and other training. 

They also receive classroom 
instruction on handling money 
and making financial decisions. 

During their trip to the store, 
they open bank accounts and pay 
bills including mortgage or rent 
and other living expenses. Based 
on their salary, they have left-
over money to spend on discre-
tionary items such as entertain-
ment. 

rF 

STAFF PHOTOS BY BRYAN MITCHELL 

Helping hand: Elaine Boucher helps Discovery Middle School seventh-grader 
Anthony Fracassa figure out how much money he should put in savings from 
mock bank account while going through the "reality store." 

"Kids often have misconcep-
tions" on both ends of the finan-
cial table, Nichols said. 

"They think if you're a lawyer, 
you're going to be earning big 
bucks right at the beginning," 
she said. "And then they don't 
realize how much it costs just to 
meet the bills." 

Nichols said she gets grateful 

feedback from parents, who mar-
vel at the newfound respect their 
kids have for how tough running 
a household actually is. 

"I've had e-mail from parents 
who were shocked when the i r 
chi ldren actual ly unders tood 
why they couldn't afford a $100 
.pair of jeans," she said. 

But the Reality Store offers 

more than lessons about how to 
balance a checkbook, Nichols 
added. % 

It gives students some basic 
information about a career track 
and how to begin preparing for 
that a year down the road when 
they begin to put together then-
high school schedules, she said,,' 

death of 22-year-old ruled a homicide 
BY JACK GLADDEN 
STAFF WRITES 
jgladde&QoeJbomeconmiunet !• 

The Wayne County Medical Examin-
er has ruled tha t the death of a 22-
year-old resident of a Hedford group 
home for the developmentally disabled 
on the S u g e r K m a r t pa rk ing lot in 
February W|LS a homicide. 

According to t h e rul ing, Char les 
Mancill died of mechanical asphyxia, 
or an inability to breathe, due to exter-
nal compression of the chest. Canton 
Police Sgt. : Todd Mutchler said the 
department4 was to tu r^ye!* its inves-
tigation of the inciden^to^h 
County Prosecutor on Wednesday. 

"The prosecutor will determine what 
criminal charges, if any, will be filed in 
this case," Mutchler said. "The medical 
examiner's ruling doesn't necessarily 
imply that a criminal act was commit-
ted." 

Police were called to the store's park-
ing lot just after 2 p.m. Feb. 13 on a 
report of a disturbance in the parking 
lot. When they arr ived they found 
Mancill lying on the parking lot not 
b r e a t h i n g wi th t h r e e group home 
employees restraining him. 

Af t e r Can ton F i re D e p a r t m e n t 
paramedics arrived, Mancill was taken 
to St. Mary Mercy Hospital in Livonia 

where he was pronounced dead shortly 
after 3 p.m. 

Mancill was a passenger in a group 
home van that had stopped at the store 
to pick up another resident. As he and 
three care givers were sitting in the 
van, Mancill asked to use a restroom in 

Once inside he ran to the toy depart-
ment, grabbed a toy car and ran out of 
the store. The group home employees 
chased him from the building and took 
the toy from him, at which point he 
became violent. 

The employees attempted to restrain 
Mancill, who, according to an attorney 

retained by his family, stood 6-feet-2-
inches tall and weighed 240 pounds. 
When police a r r ived a t t he scene, 
according to police reports, three of the 
employees were holding him down and 
he appeared to be unconscious. 

The medical examiner's report noted 
that at some point during the struggle 
Mancill was restrained by "one care 
giver lying across his chest and arms, 
another care giver lying across his 
lower abdomen and upper legs, and a 
third care giver holding onto his lower 
legs." 

The report added that Mancill was 
"restrained in this manner" for several 

minutes and was reportedly unrespon-; 
sive for at least one minute before the 
care givers let him go." 

The report said there were no other 
factors contributing to Mancill's death. 

Paul Broschay, the attorney retained 
by Mancill's family after the incident, 
said that Mancill suffered from autism 
and was heavily medicated. 

"He h a d a ton of d r u g s in him," 
Broschay said. 

Mutchler said the autopsy report did 
show the presence of "different types of 
drugs that I'm assuming were his med-
ications." But he said there was "noth-
ing s ign i f i can t" in t h e toxicology 1 

results relating to the cause of death, 

F O R S P R I N G 

Come enjoy Beauty Advantages, happening right now! 
We'll show you the exciting new beauty trends and colors of the season, 
and makeup artists will share their expertise with you in a personal 
consultation. Stop by, or call us to book an appointment. 

Discover what's new from: 

Est§e Lauder 
Clinique 
Lancflme 
CHANEL 
Guerlain : 
Versace 
Creed 
I. Rice 
And othersl 

Right now, we have $20 just for you! 
i ome see the newest fashions! With your Beauty or Fragrance 
purchase of $100;or more, we'll give you* a $20 certificate to use 
toward your total look for spring. 

$20 Certificates are valid through March 30,2002 and may not be used for Beauty or Fragrance 
purchases. Certificates are redeemable toward a single transaction of $100 or more at Jacobson's. 
%ur purchase must include at least one item priced at $20 or more. Some other restrictions apply. 
See your Associate for details. 

. 

MpN-SAT 10-9 • OPEN SUN AT HOOU | Uvon,a ' ^ 591-7696 

jacobsons.com 

K •> 
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Drunken driving sweep nets 6 arrests in Canton 
BY STACY JENKINS 

, STAFF WRITER 

Some of Western Wayne. Coun-
ty's most dangerous criminals 
were swept off the streets last 

"week during Operation Track-
; down IV, a mul t ip le -agency 
effort targeting convicted drunk-
en drivers. 

Of the 69 a r r e s t s made 
[ throughout the met ropo l i t an 
I Detroit area during the three-
> day sweep, 10 involved felony 

fugitives, said Comdr. Lawrence 
' Meyer, from the Wayne County 
I Department of Community Jus-
; tice. 

While the follow-up data had 

not been completed by Tuesday, 
Meyer said nine offenders were 
a r res ted in Livonia, seven in 
Bedford Township, six in Canton 
Township and 10 in Westland. 

Those felons had at least three 
operating under the influence of 
liquor convictions, were charged 
wi th OUIL m a n s l a u g h t e r or 
charged with OUIL causing seri-
ous injury in the Western Wayne 
County communities of Livonia, 
Garden City, Canton, Redford, 
Taylor and Wayne. 

Organized by t h e Wayne 
County Department of Commu-
nity Justice, the Wayne County 
Prosecutor's Office and the Livo-

n ia Police D e p a r t m e n t , t he 
crackdown t a r g e t e d OUIL 
of fenders who have viola ted 
parole or fa i led to appea r in 
court. 

Twelve local, county, state and 
federal agencies participated in 
the March 13-15 sweep. 

"This concept is outstanding 
for two main reasons," s ta ted 
Pete Kunst, Livonia police chief, 
in a released statement. "First, it 
proactively targets known drunk 
drivers. 

"Secondly, it sends a strong 
message t h a t we are ser ious 
about attacking this plague on 

our roads . And, we hope the 
courts send jus t as strong of a 

You c a n c a l l ' " 
l-want-to-save~money-on- Expo 

Coll eeeExttn 
Sunday, March 24, 2 0 0 2 
Noon to 3 p.m. 

Schoolcraft College 
McDowel l Center 
18600 Haggerty Road 
Livonia 
be tween Six and Seven Mile Roads 

Discover how to fulfill your career goals 

Explore services that will help you succeed 

Investigate financial aid opportunities, career 
trends, and more 

Meet faculty and staff 
Tour the campus 

Schoolcraft College 734-462-4426 

POPL1098910 

The special task force began 
tracking down about 450 OUIL 
offenders who have outstanding 
warrants, but the list was nar-
rowed to 180 with last known 
addresses or workplaces, said 
Meyer. 

For two months, the officers 
used several databases and net-
work sys tems to t r a ck down 
offenders. 

One of the addresses lead 
police to a home in Washtenaw 
County, where the OUIL offend-
er was found growing marijuana 
in his house. Police confiscated 
66 pounds of marijuana, along 

with 15 long guns and a hand 
gun, said Meyer. 

Th is is t h e f i r s t t ime the 
Wayne County Depar tment of 
Community Justice has targeted 
OUIL offenders in a sweep, said 
Meyer. 

Talks between officials from 
the Livonia Police Department, 
the Wayne County Department 
of Community Justice and Moth-
ers Against Drunk Driving led to 
the crackdown. 

"Normally, my task force will 
target only violent felony offend-
e rs who have escaped f rom 
prison, violated parole or failed 
to appear in court," Meyer said. 
"But, I was convinced that this 

group of offenders posed just as 
much of a serious public safety 
threat as the violent offenders. 

"We strayed from our normal 
course of business because we 
felt this was a worthy cause." 

The Livonia Police Depar t -
ment received a grim reminder 
of the serious problem of drunk-
en dr iv ing when Detect ive 
Ronny Warra lost two relatives 
in a Feb. 20 deadly crash involv-
ing a suspected drunken driver 
at the intersection of Joy Road 
and Middlebelt. 

"That is why I am 100 percent 
supportive of this team effort 
and I committed 20 Livonia offi-
cers to the t a s k force," said 
Kunst. 

CANTON CONNECTION 
Easter brunch 

Summit on the P a r k is holding an Eas t e r 
Brunch on March 31 from 10:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Reservations are required and can be made at 
the Summi t B a n q u e t Sales Office Monday 
through Friday from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

Cost is $22.95 for adults and $12.95 for chil-
dren 3-12. Children 3 and under are free. Pay-
ment is required with reservation. 

For more information or to order tickets by 
phone, call (734) 394-5480. 

Celebrating people 
"Canton Celebrates its People" will return to 

the Liberty Fest this year on Saturday, June 23. 
The festival showcases the ethnic/cultural her-
itages of Canton residents. 

Canton Project ARTS, organizer of the event, is 
looking for participants for this year's celebra-
tion. Participants have the opportunity to display 
artifacts, clothing, music or any other objects rep-
resenting their culture in a booth under a tent. 

For more information, call Debby Bradley at 
394-5193. 

Alumni luncheon 
Ladywood High School invites all Canton grad-

uates to at tend an alumni luncheon a t 11:30 
a.m., Saturday, April 27 in Burton Manor, 27777 
Schoolcraft Road, Livonia. 

All classes are invited. Ladywood High School 

is an all-girls preparatory school in Livonia 
administered by the Felician Sisters. 

Tickets are $20. For reservations, call the 
school at (734) 591-1544. 

Parade set 
A new addition to this year's Liberty Fest is a 

parade, which will take place on Saturday, June 
22, at 9:30 a.m. 

Parade committees are forming and volunteers 
are needed. High school students will be able to 
earn up to 10 service hours for helping with plan-
ning and working the day of the parade. 

If you'd like to take part, call Fred Bolden at 
(313) 407-9523 or e-mai l h im a t c o u n -
try _48 187@yahoo.com 

Dinner dance 
A Holiday Dinner Dance will be held at Sum-

mit on the Park on Saturday, April 6 from 5:30-
10 p.m. 

The evening will begin with a sit-down dinner 
(vegetarian meals upon request) followed by an 
hour of dance instruction and open dancing the 
rest of the evening. 

Casual attire is requested. 
Tickets are on sale now at the Summit for $25 

per person. Walk-ins can pay $8 at the door after 
7 p.m. the night of the event. Dinner tickets must 
be purchased by April 1. 

For more information, call (734) 394-5460. 

E-mail Canton Observer letters to the editor, 
news stories, photos and news tips to 

tschnelder@oe.homecomm.net 

FLOOR COVER! 
'YOUR FIRST CHOICE FOR SERVICE, QUALITY & VALUE" 
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Watts Summit 
from page A1 

time commitment, then it would-
n't be right." 

Watts said he believes the dis-
trict is working better today than 
it was four years ago when he 
was elected to the board. 

"The major difference is that 
people are working together. I 
don't believe i t was tha t way 
before," he said. "If people aren't 
working together, then they're 
spinning their wheels behind the 
scenes." 

As for the challenges facing the 
new school board, which will take 
over in July, Watts said it's easy 
to say money. 

"That's been a challenge for 30 
years. It's an easy answer," said 

"The biggest challenge is 
understanding where the com-
munity is growing, and applying 
the facilities. You don't want to 
construct a lot of buildings and 
10 years later discuss which ones 
to close." 

served as Board of Edu-
cation president during the 2000-
2001 school year. 

The field is wide open for the 
June election, with at least five 
candidates seeking the four-year 
sea t s . They include Richard 
Ham-Kucharski, Mark Horvath, 
Joanne Lamar, Richard Nelson 
and Carol Saunders. 

Thus far , Staley is the only 
candidate seeking election to the 
one-year term. 

Council 
from page A1 

advanced master gardeners. 
Serving three-year terms are 

Dennis Crimboli, owner of Crim-
boli Nursery; Delphine Marshall, 
homeowner; and Glenn Patton, 
owner of Keller & Stein Florist. 

In addition to Sanders, Kath-
leen Salla, Downtown Develop-
ment Authority director, and a 
s taff member from Canton 's 
Grounds Division will assist in 
any activities that the council 
promotes, and will serve as liai-
son personnel with the township. 

Aaron Machnik, municipal ser-
vices director, told the group 
t h a t "without question, of all 
communities I've come in contact 
with Canton is the most vibrant, 
has the greatest opportunity and 
potential out there." 

The council will meet quarter-
ly and meetings will be open to 
the public, although the mem-
bers decided to meet again on 
March 25 at 6:30 p.m. to elect 
officers and discuss future activi-
ties. 

Sanders said the group can 
form committees to meet in addi-
tion to the quarterly meetings to 
help generate ideas. She said 
membership on those commit-
tees would be open to any inter-
ested people. 

"Two people have a l ready 
* expressed interest in the ash 

tree problem," she said. "This 
group might look more into the 
ash tree decline and come up 
with a pian on how to communi-
cate with residents and partici-
pate with the MSU Extension 
Service." 

r THINKING ABOUT 

FREE ESTIMATES ? 

(734)525-1930 1 
Our 28th Year! 

UNITED TEMPERATURE 
V8919 MIDDLESllT * L1VQN1A> 

m i n i 
ALL OLD 

TOY TRAINS, 
SLOT CARS 

and 
PRB-1970 TOYS 
CalL.Merrl-Seven 
Trains, Hobbles & 

Collectibles 
2 4 8 - 4 7 7 - 0 5 5 0 

Tuesday- Saturday 

ford, $7,426; Livonia, $7,905; 
Ann Arbor, $9,035; and Farm-
ington, $9,868. 

Mark Slavens, summit orga-
nizer and school board trustee, 
said when the summit was first 
held three years ago, the group 
was told by some lawmakers 
that the people voted for Propos-
al A, end of story. 

"Now, we're hearing from leg-
islators that they want to tweak 
Proposal A," said Slavens. 

"We don't want a complete 
overhaul, but to keep some of the 
promises of Proposal A, which 
includes equity in funding. 

"We want the legislature to 

ei ther keep tha t promise and 
move us upward, or give us back 
some local control and allow us 
to bring ourselves up by the boot 
straps by allowing us to raise 
local millages so we can catch up 
with surrounding districts." 

As a school board t rus tee , 
Slavens talks to parent groups 
and service clubs about the dis-
parities in school district fund-

"I would say 30-40 percent of 
t he pa ren t s we t a lk to st i l l 
believe property taxes fund the 
operating budgets of school dis-
tricts," he said. 

""They say, 'We have all these 
big houses going in, why don't 
we have more money for our 
school district?'" 

Along with representa t ives 
from nearly 50 school districts, 
politicians expected to at tend 
include Democratic gubernatori-
al candidates James Blanchard, 
David Bonior and Alma Wheeler 
Smith and Green Party candi-
date Douglas Campbell. 

S ta te representa t ives John 
Stewart (R-Plymouth Township) 
and Bruce Patterson (R-Canton 
Township) are also expected to 

Educat ion Policy Center a t 
Michigan State University, will 
serve as moderator. 

State school Superintendent 

Tom Watkins will address the 

The summit is open to the 
public. 

David Plank, director of the 

Our J53h flnniVfzrsary Celebration 
join us for... Requiem far the Millennium 

Sunday, March 24th at 3 pm 
Composed by Schoolcraft College Professor-Dr. James C. 

D.M.A. - University of Michigan, School of Music 
•> participants: Ann Arbor Digital Consort, Liberty Brass Quintet, 

and the First Congregational Church Chancel Choir 

C a l i b r a t i o n g\?£nt is I 
GVjzryonsz is wglcom&! 

First „ „ 
or Ann Arbor 

608 East William Street • at the Corner of William 

Church 
& State • 734-662-1679 

soecia ca*zs 
FF SPRING'S FRESHEST BUYS 

F R I D A Y , MARCH 2 2 AND SATURDAY. M A R C H 2 3 

SALE 19.99 & 29.99 Juniors' crochet 

doll top. Reg. 24.00, sale 19.99. Juniors' assorted 
denim floods. Reg. 34.00-38.00, safe 29.99. 
IN JUNIORS. 

SALE 21.99 & 29.99 Preswick & Moore 
neckwear. Reg. 35.00, sale 21.99. Preswick & 
cotton dress shirts in a variety of colors and patterns. 

15.00-50.00, sale 29.99. IN MEN'S. 

4 0 Z O F F Selected Easter dresswear from Savane, 
Goodlad, Baby Togs, Jonathan Martin, My Michelle, 
Bonnie Jean and more for girls, boys, infants and tod-
dlers. Reg. 24.00-90.00, sale 14.40-54.00. IN CHILDREN'S. 

3 0 1 O F F Parisian Signature linen separates. 
Reg. 40.00-98.00, sale 28.00-68.60. 
IN LADIES' SPORTSWEAR. EXCLUSIVE TO PARISIAN. 

SALE 29.99 Great selection of relativity capri 
pants In solid colors and prints. Reg. 36.00. 
IN LADIES' SPORTSWEAR. SELECTION VARIES BY STORE. 

3 0 % O F F Boys' and girls' dress and casual 
shoes f rom Sam & Libby, Bass, Hush Puppies, 
Stride Rite, Timberland, Esprit and Rachael. Reg. 
28.00-56.00, sale 19.60-39.20. IN CHILDREN'S SHOES. 

i 
any single sale or clearance item 

v a l i d f r iday. march 22 a n d Saturday, march 23 

'Take 10% off any single sale or c\< 
in fine jewelry, shoes, men's suits a 

small electrics. 

, fragrances, great buys and watches i 
fine jewelry, maternity, intimate; 

& Moore dress-shirts, U 
orders, everyday low price i 
, electronic gift cards and gift certificates. Coupons 

cannot be corrtsned. Mist present coupon for discount. 
Not vaiid on praviousy purchased i 

m O F F Entire stock of ladies' spring suits from 
Travis Ayers, Larry Levine, John Meyer and more. 
Reg. 200.00-350.00, sale 120.00-210.00. IN CAREER. 

SELECTION VARIES BY STORE. EXCLUDES ALBERT NIP0N, GEORGE 

SIMONTON AND BIGI0. 

251 OFF selection of spring and summer 
.00-110.00, sale 21.75-82.50. 

IN HANDBAGS. 

SALE 49.99 Ladies' shoes f rom Nine West, 

AK Anne Klein, Naturalizes Etienne Aigner, Easy 
Spirit, Unisa, Enzo Angiolini, relativity and more, 
Reg. 59.00-75.00. IN WOMEN'S SHOES. 

any single sale or clearance item 
valid friday, m a r c h 22 a n d Saturday, march 23 

"Take 10% off any single sale or clearance 
in fine jewelry, shoes, men's suits and sport 

; and small e 

'Excludes cosmetics, fragrances, great buys and1 

jewelry, special even's in fine jew&iy, maternity, intimate apparel, 
Preswick & Moore dress shirts, Levi's, lades' drosses and suits, 

s, everyday lew price items, day spa and salon 
, electronic gift cards and gft certificates. Coupons 

cannot be combined. Must present coupon fcr discount, 
i on previous^ purchased iienis, 

I 
1 
i. — 

1 % O F F your first day's purchases when you open a Parisian credit card account. See an associate for details. 

y o u ' r e s o m e b o d y s p e c i a l 

1L10&77S7F 

CALL 800-424-8185 TO ORDER ANYTIME. STORE HOURS: Laurel Park Place (953-7500) open Sun.12-6, Mon.-Sat. 10-9. FOR INFORMATION call 953-7500. 
CHARGE IT: Parisian Credit Card, MasterCard, Visa, the American Express® Card or Discover®. 

LOCATED AT LAUREL PARK PLACE IN LIVONIA, CORNER OF NEWBURGH ROAD AND SIX MILE ROAD (TAKE THE SIX MILE ROAD EXIT OFF INTERSTATE 275). 
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CANTON 6 
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Ford Rd 1 Mile W. of 1-275 
84.80 Family Twlllghl 4^pm dally 

$5.00 Kids ail shows 

(734) 

0 4 4 - F I L M 
S5.50 DAILY Matinees til 4pm & Seniors 

Winners named in Alive Color youth art contest 
S5.7S Students & Late Show Fri & Sat 

$7.80 Evenings Men -Thurs 

O No Passes 

ALL S C R E E N S 
D I G I T A L S T E R E O 

Unlimited Free Drink & .25e Com Refill 

Deluxe Air Hockey Table 

M O V I E GUIDE: 

EVERYONE 
F R E E 

SPRING MATINEES! 
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 10 S.11 AM 

MARCH 18 & 19 
CHICKEN RUN (G) 

MARCH 23, 24 
CATS & DOGS {PG) 

q 

SHQWTimS 3/17-3/21 
O SHOWTIME (PG-13) 
12:20,2:30,4:40,7:20,9:20 
©ICE AGE (PG) 
{SUN 11:15) 1:15,3:15,5:10,7:05,9:0 
O RESIDENT EVIL (R) 
12:40,2:50,5:00,7:30,9:45 
©TIME MACHINE i'PG-135 

• i 

Two local s tuden t s and a 
pianist from Novi are the win-
ners of the 2001-2002 Alive with 
Musical Color youth artist com-
petition, sponsored by the Ply-
mouth Symphony, Evola Music 
in Canton, the Plymouth Rotary 
Foundation and the Plymouth 
Optimists. 

Using contr ibut ions from 
Rotary and the Optimists and 
with support from the Michigan 
Council of the Arts, scholarships 
worth $1,500 were presented at 
the symphony's season finale 
Saturday night. 

The winners: 
* Zach Shemon, alto saxo-

phone, is the first-place winner 
in the Senior Instrumental Divi-
sion. A senior at Plymouth Can-
ton High School, Shemon began 
playing saxophone in sixth grade 
at Pioneer Middle School. He 
has received 15 division one 
State Solo and Ensemble Festi-
val ratings. He has played in the 

You'll 
^ v. 

sektfM of summer 
and perennials, including: 

Dahlia, Begonia* Caktdiwn Bsst&ng Heart, 
Oriental LSy, Catta LUy, DaulSy, Peony and morel 

THISTLE 
SEED 

Pyramidal 

ARBOMWTAE 
5' B&B 

Scott's Packaged 

GRASS SEED 
Sun & Shade or 
High Trqffic $r%gg 
3 lb. bag covers 
2,000-2.400 sq.ft. 

REG. 
$12.99 REG. 99«/lb. 

#2539-110 
Many styles of 
thistle #3150-019 

#3150-022 «0742-305 

11 SHOWPIACE 

7 3 4 - 4 5 3 - 5 5 0 0 
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KARI.Y SPRINT. HOURS: 
Mon.-Sat, 9-6 • Sun. 11-5 

OFFERS EXPIRE 3/20/02 

P L Y M O U T H , 
NURSERY 

9 9 0 0 Ann Arbor R d , / P l y m o u t h Rd. 
7 Afi'U's H'.-Sf of 127r> 

I 1/2 .Wi|i\s .S(iii(/l oj ,\f J.J 
Vuriwr ttf (iolj'rvdsnn Hti. 

Y q p a r e i n v i t e d t o : 

f V ? % T l - l E X N E f . 
i dramatic Easter presentation 

d Cc\cb 
a n 

o i r , O r c h e s t r a , 

K4 insstrtj 

Sunday, March 24 
11:00 a .m. 

Friday, March 29 
8:00 p.m. 

£ C a l v a r y £ > a p t i ' s t 

'f- - f J o y R o a d , (^.anton 

? (between |_jlley and Main) 

73&-&55-0011 

w w w . c a l v a r y b a p t i 5 t c a n t o n . o r g 

Admission is free. 

Plymouth-Canton Educational 
Park Wind Ensemble since 1997, 
and is principal alto saxophone 
in the Plymouth-Canton March-
ing Band, Wind Ensemble, and 
the Michigan Youth Band. She-
mon has performed with the All-
S ta te Inter lochen Band, the 
2000 BOA Honor Band of Ameri-
ca and the MSU Honor Band. He 
studies with Jay Berckley. She-
mon plans to attend the Univer-
sity of Michigan, where he will 
study chemical engineering and 
saxophone performance. 

* Robin Lin, piano, won in the 
Senior Piano Division. A junior 
at Novi High School, Lin has 

studied piano for 12 years with 
Mary Siciliano. He has partici-
pated in various local competi-
tions, recently receiving second 
place at the 2002 MMTA Concert 
Competit ion. Outside of his 
musical pursuits, Lin is a mem-
ber of the National Honor Soci-
ety, the Science Club, and the 
Quizbowl team. 

• El izabeth Schellhase, a 
freshman at Plymouth Salem, is 
the Junior Combined Division 
winner. Schellhase began her 
musical studies on the piano at 
age 4, and on the French horn in 
sixth grade. She was a division 
winner in the Awards for Piano 

Bikes from page A1 

For a family of one, annual 
income of $23,300 or less; family 
of two, $26,600; family of three, 
$29,950; family of four, $33,250; 
family of five, $35,900. 

Application forms are avail-
able at the f ront desk of the 
police depar tment on Canton 
Center Road south of Cherry 
Hill of in the Records Depart-
ment on the second floor of the 
station. They can be picked up, 
filled out and returned to the 
address on the form, 

"We were pretty busy a few 
years back," Snyder said, "but 
we only have one application in 
right now." 

Bicycles that are available are 
those t h a t have been found 
abandoned and turned in to the 
police department. 

Snyder said if a bicycle's value 
is determined to be less than 
$100, the department holds it for 

three months to give the owner a 
chance to claim it. Bikes valued 
over $100 are held for six 
months. 

There's also a difference in 
bicycles found by police officers 
on patrol and those found and 
turned in by residents. If a bicy-
cle found by a resident is not 
claimed within the time limits, 
the finder is notified and offered 
the chance to keep it. 

If the finder doesn't want the 
bike, it then goes up for auction 
or give-away. All unclaimed 
bikes found by police officers are 
available for auction or give-
away after the appropriate time 
limit. 

Snyder said the department 
still auctions off bikes and other 
unclaimed property when there 
is enough on hand to hold a sale. 

"But I like to lean toward giv-
away, 

u . 
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f26 S. Street, THicA.. 

A One Day Festival Of Ceramic Tiles Sponsored By 

PEWAB1C POTTERY 
Saturday, March 23,2002 M0:00a,m.-5:00 p.m. • Admission $3.00 

Tile Mafeers, Tile Artists, Dealers a n d Collectors f r o m Use U.S. & Canada will display & sell 
a large selection of ceramic a r t tiles. Historic & fine h a n d c r a f t e d con tempora ry tiles, tables, 

trivets, p l an te r s and otf ier tile i tems will be avai lable a t th is one day only i n d o o r event, 
• Free appraisal serfjws • Boor prises ihroaghoul the ds?»Til? installation demonstrations 

»Silent jnciioo to benefit ifie Pewablc etfaallonal program 

first Unitarian liniversalist Church of Ann Ardor 
4001 Ann Arbor-Saline Road (at Ellsworth Road) 

For in format ion call Pewabic Pottery at 513-822-0954 PDFB10081S1 

Performance Excellence spon-
sored by the Livonia Area Piano 
Teachers' Forum. She is a mem-
ber of the Plymouth-Canton 
Educat ional Park Marching 
Band, Wind Ensemble, Jazz 
Band, and pit orchestra. 

Last summer , Schel lhase 
played in the All-State Orches-
tra at Interlochen. She is cur-
rently the principal horn with 
the Michigan Youth Symphony. 
She will receive a $250 Ply-
mouth Optimist Club Scholar-
ship Award for her performance 
in the competition. 

the Canton 

Did you know 
* Thursday, March 21 is Sin-

gle Parents Day? 
• Adults and children may 

each check out up to 3 CD-
ROMs? 

• Hawaiian Punch, Minute 
Rice and Sugar Pops cereal were 
all introduced in 1950? 

• The color of a corn chip does 
not indicate its calorie or fa t 
content? White or blue corn 
chips are no better for you than 
yellow chips. 

• Fry & Sons invented the 
chocolate bar in 1847 in Eng-
land? 

• You can store marshmal-
lows in the freezer? Use scissors 
that have been dipped in very 
hot water to cut them apart, 

Web watch 
Check out these new Web 

sites: 
• www.bartleby.eom/61/5.htmi 
• www.paperplane.org 
S www.newyorker.com 
• www.forgottendetroit.com 
• www.hockeyfights.com 
Q&A 
Q: What is Pecan Day? 
A: March 25, 1775, is the 

anniversary of the planting by 
George Washington of pecan 
trees {some of which still sur-
vive) at Mount Vernon. The 
trees were a gift to Washington 
from Thomas Jefferson, who had 
planted a few pecan trees from 
the southern U.S. at Monticello, 
Va. The pecan, native to south-
ern North America, is some-
t imes called "America's own 
nut." First cultivated by Ameri-
can Indians, it has been trans-
planted to other continents but 
has failed to achieve wide use or 
popularity outside the U.S. 

Students receiving Honorable 
Mentions include Lauren Peter-
son, c lar inet , of West land; 
Joseph Girard, alto saxophone, 
of Canton; and Elliott Huang, 
violin, of Northville, 

The Youth Artist Competition 
is held each year by the Ply-
mouth Symphony Orchestra to 
recognize the young talent in the 
Plymouth-Canton, Livonia, 
Northville, Novi, Van Buren and 
Wayne-West land school dis-
tricts. The competition this year 
was open to all orchestral instru-
ments including piano. 

Source: The Teacher's Calen-
dar, 2001-2002. 

New Children's Books 
• Strike Two - Amy Goldman. 

Koss (fiction) \ 
• •Cinderella: An Art Deco j 

Love Story - Lynn Roberts (non-! 
fiction) i 

m The Tower At The End Of I 
The World - Brad Strickland (fie-1 
tion) J 

• Joan Verdades: The Man I 
Who Couldn't Tell A Lie • Joel 
Hayes (nonfiction) j 

New Videos and DVDs \ 
• The Basket (videocassette) s 
mFiza (DVD) ] 
B The Last Wave (DVD) j 
Ml Radio Days (DVD) j 
• An American Rhapsody j 

(videocassette) { 
Juveni le Cd-ROMs j 
• Harry Potter and the Sorcer- j 

er's Stone (ages 8 and up) j 
S Lego Creator: Harry Potter J 
Audio Books j 
• Dr. Phil Getting Real - Phil 

McGraw (cassette) 
• Enemy within - Robert K. 

Tanenbaum (cassette) 
• I Only Say This Because I 

Love You - Deborah Tannen 
(cassette) 

Hot Topic Of The Week 
• Anniversary of the f i r s t 

around-the-world balloon flight! 
On March 21, 1999, Swiss psy-
chiatrist Bertrand Piccard and 
Br i t i sh co-pilot Brian Jones 
landed in the Egyptian desert, 1 
having flown 29,056 miles non- j 
stop around the world in a hot- j 
air balloon, the Breitling Orbiter I 
3. Leaving from Chateau d'Oex 
in the Swiss Alps on March 1,1 

the trip took 19 days, 21 hours > 
and 55 minutes. Piccard is the ' 
grandson of balloonist Auguste J 
Piccard, who was the first to i 
ascend into the stratosphere in a ; 
balloon. . • 

@ the Canton Library is com-; 

piled by Laura Dorogi of the \ 
library staff. The library is at 
1200 S, Canton Center. For more) 
information about library pro-
grams and services, call (734) 
397-0999. 

Hairfs On 
\ C e n t e r Presented by 

Hands On Center For Physical Therapy 
EXERCISE AND FIBROMYALGIA 

It is important to stay active in weight, can exacerbate fibromyal-
orcier to manage fibromyalgia gia syndrome. 
syndrome, a condit ion that brings At the H A N D S O.N CENTER 
pain, fatigue, and depression. A FOR PHYSICAL THERAPY, we 
program of walk ing and gentle offer the services of skil led and 
stretching can help reduce the highly capable physical and mas-
intensity ot symptoms. Begin by sage therapists to ensure that you 
taking a warm bath or shower to receive the best possible care and 
relax muscles and increase circu- advice in managing or recovering 
lation. Next, ease into exercise f rom the effects of illness and 
slowly, w i th the knowledge that injury. If you wou ld like to boost 
you may have trouble sustaining your performance levels or speed 
activity and you w i l l need longer recovery, ask your physician for a 
recovery t ime. W h e n you do referral to our physical therapy 
stretch, do shorter stretches, hold- practice. Ou r center is located in 
mg the positions only 5 to 10 Plymouth, at 470 Forest Avenue, 
seconds, so as to not stress mus- Suite 20. For more information, 
cles. And, to bu i ld strength, use please ca l l 455 -8370 , Most 
resistance bands or tubes, which insurance p lans a c c e p t e d , 
offer gentle resistance. Otherwise, Evening treatment hours avail-
eccentr ic contract ions, which able, 
muscles perform whi le lowering j 

PS fkK3u«; fibromyalgia syndrome causes tenderness ot [joints in the torso, focus ; 
on lower body activities (cycling or walking) tor sustained aerobic exercise. -

into 

2 DAY SALE! 
Friday a n d Saturday, M a r c h 22 -23 

Celebrating our 5 7th Year in Business 

20% OFF S T O R E W I D E 
• Earrings • Necklaces • Pearls • Pendants 

• Gold Chains and Bracelets • Rings • Charms 
• Diamond Tennis Bracelets • Colored Stones 

Excludes specially priced items 
ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 

5 0 % - 7 5 % O F F 
the finest quality and selection of loose precious and 

semi-precious gemstones in every carat weight 

Family Owned and Operated Since 1944 

509 A n n Arbor Trail • P lymouth • 455-3030 

5 1 % 
m A P Y ^ 

2 c d 

1 4 . 4 © % 
A P ¥ * 

3 C D 

C u r r e n t A n n u a l Pe rcen tage Yield (APY) on 2 y e a r C.D. 3.51%. C u r r e n t Annua l 
Percentage Yield (APY) on 3 year CD 4.40%. APY good as of Februa ry 26, 2001. Ra te s 
avai lable for Cert i f icates of $500 or more. Subs t an t i a l pena l ty for ear ly wi thdrawal . 
Call for our cur ren t rates . 

New Liberty 
Bank 

fit r«v*ni Member FDiC 02000 1CBA All rights reserved. 

Serving Plymouth, Canton, and Northville 
245 North Main Street, Downtown Plymouth 

7 3 4 - 4 5 5 - 1 5 1 1 
w w w . n e w l i b e r t y b a n k . c o m 

http://www.calvarybapti5tcanton.org
http://www.bartleby.eom/61/5.htmi
http://www.paperplane.org
http://www.newyorker.com
http://www.forgottendetroit.com
http://www.hockeyfights.com
http://www.newlibertybank.com
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State champs 

P 

:» 

i 

Top squad: Plymouth Christian Academy's varsity cheerleaders are the Class D state champions after the side-
line team competition at Saginaw Valley State University March 9. The team qualified for the state meet by 
winning the regional the week before. Team members include Moriah Boyd, Kim Harris, Lauren Gaines, 
Emily Henry, Bethany Herr, Liz Lulek, Lauren Haitz, Katie Bloom, Maria Conti, Sara Roberts, Angela Bell, 
Kristen Teitjen, Allison Clemmons, Emily Bloom, Jenna Nill and manager Tiffany Yonkman. The team is 
coached by Suzanne Immerfall and Jenny Stellma. 

TORO 
NO INTEREST / NO PAYMENTS 

UNTIL OCTOBER 2002! TORO 

No no j i . i yn i t i f i l s 

11 n111 Oi l ?{)U? ni l Mil 

KJRQ r u l i n i i p r o d u c l s 

I i i i i i i ic iIUJ i i v . i i L i l i l c t» 

t j i K i l i f i c i i buy i .T i 

A! | ) . ! r t i i : i | j ; i ! in i | (Ici i l t .-ts 

Toro 1638HXL 
Lawn Tractor 
• 16 hp Briggs and Stratton* OHV Engine 
• Pressure lubrication and spin-on oil filter 
• Foot pedal Hydrostatic drive 
• Cast iron front axle 
• 38" Recyciei* mower deck 

TIMECUTTER 
t i r o t u r n i n g r a d i u s m o w e r 

A whole new way to mow! 
Cut your mowing time in half! 
• 16.5 hp Srlggs and Stratton* OHV Engine 
• Pressure lubrication and spin-on oil filter 
• Zero turning radius drive system 
• 5 gallon gas tank 
• 44" mowing deck standard 
• Two-year full warranty 

See your local "Pro" Service Dealer 
BRIGHTON 

H&R Power Equipment 
5973 Meridian Rd. 

LIVONIA 
H&R Power Equipment 

27430 Joy Rd. 

"Prices may vary by dealer 

FARMINGTON HILLS 
Weingartz 

39050 Grand River 

ROYAL OAK 
Billings Feed Store 

221N. Main 

www.toro.com 

LIVONIA 
Commercial Lawnmower 

32098 Plymouth Rd. 

UTICA 
Weingartz 

46061 Vandyke 

When you w a n t it done right. 

5 DAYS ONLY* MARCH 21-25 
T h e M o r e You B u y T h e M o r e You S a v e 
S a v e S 1 0 o n o v e ^ $ 5 0 Q 

Save s20 Save s30 " 

imm 

1H8B 
I Llsau 

I K R S R I O R L A T E * N > T ! 

OFF 
'EVERY 

Now during bonus days, 
save on sale and regular-priced paints, stains, 
custom-order wallpaper and project helpers. 

Ask How. Ask Now. Ask Sherwin-Williams" 
RETAIL SALES ONLY. ALL DISCOUNTS OFF REGULAR PRICE OR IN-STORE SALE PRICE. Excludes in-stock wallpaper, spray 
equipment, and Duration® Exterior Coating. Not responsible for typographical or artwork errors. Shejwin-WIiams reserves the rfght to 
correct errors at point of purchase. Not ali stores open on Sunday. © 2002 The Sherwin-Williams Company. 

5 - 1 - WILLIAMS PAINTS 

% I 
FARMINGTON HILLS - 24040 ORCHARD LAKE RD..248-476-5448 

FARMINGTON HILLS - 38437 GRAND RIVER AVE ...248-478-4242 

GARDEN,CITY - 29855 FORD RD 734-525-9555 

LIVONIA - 28192 SCHOOLCRAFT 734-421-6830 

PLYMOUTH - 561 ANN ARBOR RD 734-453-7870 

REDFORD - 25375 GRAND RIVER AVE .313-533-5230 

ROCHESTER HILLS - 3054 JOHN R RD 810-299-0188 

Livonia Stevenson Presents 

THE SPRING 
SPECTACULAR 
CRAFT SHOW 

SATURDAY, MARCH 23, 2002 
10:00 A.M. TO 4:30 P.M. 

Admission: $2.00 
U n d e r 12 Free w i t h Adu l t 

Over "200 Crafters" 
FREE RAFFLE • C O N C E S S I O N L U N C H AVAILABLE 

33500 W, Six Mile Rd., Livonia, Michigan 
Block Wes t of Farming ton Road 

Sponsored by the Booster C l u b m o o n a — » 

mm 

~ Take An 
Extra 10% Off 

50 Already Reduced 
Mink Coats 

L Starting At; $2,697 

k Detroit • (313) 873-8300 
\ 7373 Th i rd Ave. 

%o AlifiiifflFintl 

SAVE"%-
"A Huge55 

60-70% 
Off 200 

Selected Furs 

Year 
End 

Clearance 
. 

-r&Z 
r Special Financing: 

1 0 % Down 
1 0 % Per Month 

-

Cfvue SMS 
Knout Iky tfiWd&i-

•www.dittrichfurs.com 

Bloomfietd Hills • (248) 642-
39515 Woodward Ave. 

Think Spring ^ 
^ 8 B 

y?'!/ Direct irc"i l'-v: G/Viiv.'/ 
• Premium 

Easter Lillies 
"1-2-3 Stem Plants 

PLANTS 5 Blooms & up" 
• Azaleas • Tulips • Mums • Begonias 
• Daffodils • Hyacinths • Hydrangeas 
a Martha Washington Geranium & more! 

I . I K M I J A I I I S • C ; \ / I N C . | { , \ l I S • I ' d l I I K Y 

PERENNIALS 
"hundreds of varieties" 

1 gallon $ C 9 9 
pot V l 

FRESH CUT 
F L O W E R S Sc 

ARRANGEMENTS 
C O R S A G E S 

S I * U I N ( . M l I MS • O N I O N M l I MS • ( . K A S S S i I I ) 

BOXED ROSES 
"hundreds to 

choose from " 
• Ready to Plant 
• Latest Varieties 

FRUIT TREES 
•Cherries • Plums 

•Pears • Peaches 

CLYDE SMITH & SONS 
G R c E N H C U S E S & GARCEN C E N T E R S 

8000 NEWBURGH; WESTLAND • OPEN 7 DAYS! 
t 

Visit us at www.sherwin-williams.com. 

mm i i t i i i i l 

Haijdcrafterjf 
& CRAFTS 

^ SHOW 
MARCH 22,23,24 

Friday 9-9, Saturday 9-5, Sunday 11-5 

. NORTHVILLE 
RECREATION CENTER 

3 0 3 W . M a i n , Northville 
(2 Blocks W. of Sheldon) | 

Admission $ 2 . 0 0 • Lunch Available 
No Baby Strollers, Please 

Promoters: Sue Smith • Molly Pemberton 
P.O. Box 87444 • Canton, Ml 48187 • (734) 459-0050 

http://www.toro.com
http://www.dittrichfurs.com
http://www.sherwin-williams.com
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OBITUARIES 

; Services for John Hibler, 89, of 
Plymouth were held March 8 at 
Our Lady of Good Counsel 

, Catholic Church with the Rev. 
; Elias Salomon officiating. Buri-
al was at Holy Sepulchre Ceme-
tery in Southfield. 

Mr. Hibler was born Oct. 9, 
1912 in Rock Springs, Wyo. and 
died March 4 in Plymouth. He 
lived for 30 years in the Ply-
mouth area after having lived in 
Detroit for 31 years. He gradu-

; ated from Brownsville High 
School in Pennsylvania at the 
age of 16. He attended the Uni-
versity of Detroit Engineering 
School for two years. He was 
president of Towne Robinson 

^Company, having worked there 
•for47years. Heeiyoyedgolf 
•̂ and was a life member of Plum 
'Hollow Golf Club. He raised 
•«even children and supported 
them to achieve their college 

'degrees. He faithfully attended 
'Seven children's sporting and 
•"scholastic events. 

Survivors include wife, Esther 
L. Hibler of Plymouth; son, John 

(Anita) Hibler of Dearborn; 
daughter, Connie Hibler of Gold-
en, Colo.; daughter, Jeanine 
(Bill) Rossbach of Anaheim, 
Calif.; son, James (Cynthia) 
Hibler of Grand Rapids; son, 
Thomas (Elaine) Hibler of Birm-
ingham; daughter, Betty (James 
Olney) Hibler of Clinton, Iowa; 
son, Joseph (Nanette) Hibler of 
Marshall; 15 grandchildren; and 
four great-grandchildren. 

Memorial contributions may 
be made to West Trail Care 
Givers Fund, c/o Vermeulen 
Funeral Home; or Our Lady of 
Good Counsel Catholic Church, 
47650 North Territorial, Ply-
mouth, MI 48170. 

Arrangements made by Ver-
meulen Funeral Home, 
ORMA B. NORTH 

Services for Orma North, 83, 
of Morristown, Tenn. were held 
March 15 at Dover Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church with the 
Rev. Howard Shipley and the 
Rev. Dale Chapman officiating. 
Services in Michigan will be 
March 18 in the chapel of Ward 
Presbyterian Church. Burial 

SHURGARD OF PLYMOUTH 
NOTICE OF SALE 

Notice is hereby given that the entire contents of the following storage units 
will be sold to the highest bidder by way of an open bid on APRIL 4, 2002 at 
approximately 9:00 a.m. at Shurgard Storage Centers located at 41889 Joy 
Road, Canton, MI 48187. 

UNIT 247 - BONAPARTE 

Publish: March 21 and 28,2002 

' ladders, utility box 

SHURGARD OF CANTON 
Notice is hereby given that the following unit(s) will be sold to the highest 

bidder by open auction on April 4, 2002 at approximately 9:30 a.m. at 
Shurgard Storage located at 2101 Haggerty Road, Canton, Michigan 48187, 
734-981-0300. 
Unit #4056: Greenshields: Misc. boxes, bags and household items. 
Unit #4066: Watson: Mattress set, misc. boxes, floor fan, chairs, end table, 
storage containers, baskets and a shelf. 
Unit #4268: Harris: One box. 
Unit #4273: Cargile/Brown: Sofa, TV, misc. boxes, fan, mattress set, end 
table and a vacuum cleaner. 
Unit #6049: Scott: Vinyl siding, tar paper, wooden shelf pallets, roofing 
shingles, assorted wood, nails. 
Unit #6251: Cargile: Couch, tables, safe and misc. boxes. 

21 & 28,2002 

PLYMOUTH-CANTON COMMUNITY SCHOOLS 
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BID 

The Board of Education of the Plymouth-Canton Community Schools invites 
all interested and qualified companies to submit a bid for Roofing 
Rehabilitation for Allen, Bird, and Smith Elementary Schools. 
Specifications and bid forms will be available on March 26,2002 by phoning 
SME Engineering at (734) 416-2953. On April 1, 2002 at 1:00 p.m., a 
mandatory pre-bid meeting will be held at the' PCCS E.J, McClendon 
Building, 454 South Harvey, Plymouth, MI 48170. Sealed bids are due on or 
before 1:00 p.m., Tuesday, April 9, 2002 and should be forwarded to Dan 
Phillips, RE: Roofing Rehabilitation Bid, at the address noted above. The 
Board of Education reserves the right to accept and/or reject all bids, as 
they judge to be in the best interest of the school district. 

Board of Education 
Plymouth-Canton Community Schools 

DARWIN WATTS, Secretary 
Publish: March 21 and 24,2002 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON 
REQUEST FOR BED 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Charter Township of Canton, 1150 
Canton Center S, Canton, Michigan will accept sealed bids at the Office of 
the Clerk up to 3:00 p.m. Thursday, April 4,2002 for the following: 

CANTON SPORTS COMPLEX MICHIGAN AVE. -
US 12 DECELERATION LANE 

Specifications are available for pick up and may be reviewed at Boss 
Engineering Howell Office, 3121 E, Grand River Ave., Howell, MI 48843 
between 8:30 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. A non-refundable plan deposit of $50.00 
.shall be required. Questions can be directed to Brad Sharp at (734) 394-
5162. All bids must be submitted in a sealed envelope clearly marked with 
the request name, company name, address and telephone number. The 
Township reserves the right to accept or reject any or all proposals. The 
Township does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, 
sex, religion, age or disability in employment or the provision of services. 

TERRY G. BENNETT, Clerk 
Publish: March 21,2002 

POF1QBS271 

Celebrate our Centennial with... 

Hundreds 
of Deals! 

A A A , the most trusted name in travel, 
is turning 100. We're celebrating our 
centennial by giving you special savings 
and exclusive upgrades! 

/» \ Tn.ss> , , A A A members, 
< e k r $ * W r w , r i d . s a v e BIG this 

summer at the Walt Disney World1 

Resort! Experience the "100 Years of 
Magic" Celebration with spectacular new 
and enhanced parades in every theme 
park. In addition, enjoy the exclusive 
savings and benefits during AAA's 100th 
Anniversary celebration!" 

With A A A Disney Magic Moments* 
Savings, A A A members can save a 
minimum of $240* off A A A Disney 
Magic Moments® packages. Best of all, 
your package includes two tickets to see 
the Cirque du SoleiI* Show La Nouba™ 
seen only at the Walt Disney World* Resort. 

Check our Web site 
for details on these 

and hundreds of other 
vacation deals! 

AAA Travel/Canton 
2017 N. Canton Center Rd. 
734-844-0146 

Weekdays 
8:30 am - 5:30 pm 
Thursdays until 7:00 pm 

* Packages must be bookeJ berwc<rn March ! - May 31, 2002 
for travel June 1 - October 2 , 2 0 0 2 . Ail prices and o ther termi 
arc subject ti> change without notice. O t h e r restriction? 
may apply. Travel 

will be at Glen Eden Acres in 
Livonia. 

Mrs. North was born in Vegre-
ville, Alberta, Canada and died 
March l l i n Tennessee. She had 
served as organist and pianist at 
Dover Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church. 

She was preceded in death by 
her parents, Rev. W.J. (Mary) 
Thompkins; and sister, Laura 
Johnson. 

Survivors include husband, 
Carl R. North; daughter, Carla 
S. Borsos of Plymouth; son, Tim-
othy K. North of Ammon, Jor-
dan; sisters, Ruby Fietehall of 
Junction City, Ore., and Ina 
Norbo of Mercer Island, Wash.; 
and brothers, William Tompkins 
of Morristown, Tenn., Keith 
Tompkins of Fountain, Colo., 
and Kenneth Tompkins of Pen-
ticton, British Columbia. 

Arrangements made by Stub-
blefield Funeral Home in Morris-
town. 
MATTHEW ANDERSON 

Services for Matthew Ander-
son, 25, of Plymouth were 
March 16 at St. Kenneth 
Catholic Church with th 
Joseph Mallia officiating. 

Mr. Anderson was born March 
5,1977 in Livonia and died 
March 12 in Plymouth. He was 
a mechanic for Roush Industries 
in Livonia. He came to the Ply-
mouth community in 1992 from 
Livonia. He graduated from 
Stevenson High School in 1994. 
He loved motorcross racing, the 
outdoors, and especially hunting. 
He was a loving son, brother, 
grandson, nephew, and cousin. 

Survivors include father, 
David (Debbie) Anderson of Ply-
mouth; mother, Gerrie (Al) Giss 
of Livonia; sister, Nadine (Dan) 
Mersch of Howell; brother, David 
Giss ofRedford; brother, Kevin 
Giss of Livonia; brother, Curt 
(Diana) Borensik of Plymouth; 
brother, Jeff (Lauren) Borenski 
of Willis; brother, Mark Borensik 
of Plymouth; sister, Carrie 
Borenski of Dearborn; and broth-
er, Adam Borenski of Plymouth; 
grandparents, Kathleen VanTas-
sel of Westland; Gerald (Sandra) 
Van Tassel of Saginaw; and 
Albert (Marcie) Anderson of 
South Carolina; several nieces, 

nephews, aunts, and uncles also 
survive. 

Memorial contributions may 
be made to the Michigan 
Humane Society. 

Arrangements made by 
Schrader-Howell Funeral Home. 

BELLARMINE OLD AN! 
Services for Robert Oldani, 66, 

ofFarmington Hills were held 
March 16 at St, Fabian Catholic 
Church. 

Mr. Oldani was born Dec. 15, 
1935 in Detroit and died March 
14 in Farmington Hills. He 
worked as a contractor for the 
United States government. 

Survivors include wife, Mari-
lyn; son, Robert (Stephanie); 
daughter, Kathleen (Craig) 
Horn; son, John (Karen); son, 
Michael (Heather); son, Patrick 
(Dawn); brother, Norbert; broth-
er, John (Betty); brother, Robert 
(Maijorie) Patek; and 13 grand-
children. 

Memorial contributions may 
be made to Angela Hospice, 
American Cancer Society, or 
Jesuit Society. 

Arrangements made by L.J, 
Griffin Funeral Home Canton 
Chapel. 
KATHLEEN H. HOGAN 

Services for Kathleen Hogan, 
87, of Ann Arbor were held 
March 16 at St. John Neumann 
Catholic Church with the Rev, 
John Markham and the Rev. 
Brian F. Hogan officiating. Buri-
al was at Our Lady of Home 
Cemetery in Brownstown Town-

Jeremy (Sarah) Podolak, 
Christopher Podolak, Daniel 
Hogan, Michael Hogan, Patrick 
Lambros, Brian Henk, and 
Andrew Henk; and granddaugh-
ters, Leslie Hogan, Emily Lam-
bros, and Erin Henk. 

Memorial contributions may 
be made to St. Elizabeth 
Catholic Church, 3138 E. Can-
field, Detroit, MI 48207 or Arbor 
Hospice, 2366 Oak Valley Drive, 
Ann Arbor, MI 48103. 

Arrangements made by Ver-
meulen Funeral Home. 

Mrs. Hogan was born Oct. 18, 
1914 in Gaastra, Mich, and died 
March 13 at Arbor Hospice. She 
was a homemaker and she and 
her husband, Francis operated 
the Francis Hogan Insurance 
and Real Estate Agency. 

She was preceded in death by 
her husband, Francis Hogan. 

Survivors include daughter, 
Judith Hogan of Ann Arbor; . 
daughter, Mary Frances 
(Ronald) Podolak of Canton; son, 
Patrick (Barbara) Hogan of 
Northville; daughter, Jeanne 
(Tino) Lambros ofYpsilanti; 
daughter, Christine (Gregory) 
Henk of Shelby Township; sister, 
lone Grailer of Camariilo, Calif.; 
grandsons, Jon (Trish) Podolak, 

NETTIE 
Services for Nettie Pope, 83, of 

Plymouth were held March 18 at 
the Schrader-Howell Funeral 
Home with the Rev. Rick Rot-
tiers officiating. Burial was at 
Riverside Cemetery in Ply-
mouth. 

Mrs. Pope was born April 18, 
1918 in Pike County, Ky. and 
died March 14 in Plymouth. She 
was a homemaker who loved to 
garden. She came to the Ply-
mouth community in 1954 from 
Kentucky. She was a member of 
the Plymouth Church of God. 
She was a loving wife, mother, 
grandmother, great-grandmoth-
er and sister. 

Survivors include sons, David 
H. Pope and Patrick Pope of Ply-
mouth; and daughter, Sharon 
(Larry) McDonald of Pinckney; 
grandchildren, Rhonda Pope of 
Howell, Kelly (Greg) Marken of 
Heartland, Renee Bullock of 
Redford, Ryan Pope of Plymouth, 
and Kristy Pope of Heartland; 
great-grandchildren, Aaron, 
Austin, Cajen, Ricky, and Timo-
thy; and sister, Brookie Gannon 
of Plymouth. 

Arrangements made by 
Schrader-Howell Funeral Home. 

from Ann Arbor. He was a mem-
ber of the First United 
Methodist Church of Plymouth. 
He served on the Recreation 
Committee for many years of 
Lake Chemung Outdoor Resort, 
Inc. He also was a member of 
the Ann Arbor Club and the 
Telephone Pioneers. He was a 
member for many years of the 
Ann Arbor Chapter of 
S.P.E.B.S.Q.S.A. (barbershop 
quartet society) where he served 
as President, Secretary and vari-
ous other positions. He served in 
the U.S. Air Force from 1950 to 
1954 as a radar maintenance 
technician. 

Survivors include wife, 
Dorothy Davenport of Plymouth; 
daughter, Kathryn Jessie (Dav-
enport) Green and her husband, 
Barry L. Green of Farmington 
Hills; daughter, Karen Christina 
Davenport of Plymouth; grand-
children, James M. Green and 
David R. Green; sister, Kay 
Glenda Collins; and brother, 
Russell Deane Davenport. 

Memorial contributions may 
be made to the American Dia-
betes Association. 

Arrangements made by 
Schrader-Howell Funeral Home. 

O.DAVENPORT 
Services for James Davenport, 

73, of Plymouth were held March 
19 at the Schrader-Howell 
Funeral Home with the Rev. Ken 
Fader officiating. Burial was at 
Arborcrest Cemetery in Ann 
Arbor. 

Mr. Davenport was born Aug. 
11,1928 in Detroit and died 
March 16 in Ann Arbor. He 
retired from Michigan Bell Tele-
phone in 1982. He came to the 
Plymouth community in 1965 

T. HOLMES 
Services for Genevieve 

Holmes, 88, ofMilford were held 
March 18 at Lynch & Sons 
Funeral Home with the Rev. 
Patrick Lowery officiating. Buri-
al was at Milford Memorial 
Cemetery. 

Mrs. Holmes, formerly of 
Wayne, was a Milford resident 
for over 30 years. 

She was preceded in death by 
her husband, Thomas L. Holmes; 
Patricia Bierce, Heather Elrod, 
and Thomas Holmes, Jr. 

Survivors include daughter, 
Edna Green of Highland; daugh-
ter, Jenny Smarr of Plymouth; 
10 grandchildren; and 16 great-
grandchildren, also many loving 
nieces, nephews and loving 

Memorial contributions may 
be made to the Highland Senior 
Center or Children with Dia-

Arrangements made by Lynch 
& Sons Funeral Home. 

SHURGARD OF CANTON SOUTH 
NOTICE OF SALE 

Notice. is hereby given that the entire contents of the following storage 
unit(s) will be sold to the highest bidder by way of an open bid on: 

THURSDAY, APRIL 4,2002 at approximately 9:30 a.m. 
Shurgard Storage Center 

45229 Michigan Ave, 
Canton, MI 48188 

(734) 398-5416 
Unit #4011 - RICHARD WALAKONIS - Misc. boxes; exercise bike; record 
albums; plastic totes. 
Unit #4132 - BYRON EVANS - Full bed and frame, nightstand, television 
stand, weight bar and weights, 
Pubiish: Mareh 21.2002 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON 
ACCESS TO PUBLIC MEETINGS 

The Charter Township of Canton will provide necessary reasonable 
auxiliary aids and services, such as signers for the hearing impaired and 
audio tapes of printed materials being considered at the meeting, to 
individuals with disabilities at the meeting/hearing upon two weeks notice 
to the Charter Township of Canton. Individuals with disabilities requiring 
auxiliary aids or services should contact the Charter Township of Canton 
by writing or calling the following: 

David Medley, ADA Coordinator 
Charter Township of Canton, 1150 S. Canton Center Road 

Canton, MI 48188 
(734) 397-5435 

Publish: March 21,2002 

Want a Great Rate on a 

Travel With Some 

New or Used Auto Loan? 
If you live or work in Plymouth, Canton, Northville, or Novi, 

it's as close as your own backyard. 

New or Used 
Auto Loan 6.74% 

with rates as low as APR 

Community 
^ Federal 

Call or Stop In Today! 

r p F n J N I O N 

At Your Service, 
n Your Community. 

(734) 453-1200 
(877) YES- CFCU 

9 3 7 - 2 3 2 8 -

Plymouth 
500 S. Harvey 

Canton 
6355 N. Canton Center 

Northville 
400 E. Main St. 

www.cfcu.org 

•Rate as of 2/27/02, subject to change. 6.74% APR assume payments are automatically deducted from a Community 
Federal checking account Rate vary and are dependent on individual credit history and other facias. Your personalized 
rate will be determined prior to elding. 

NCUA Equal Opportunity Lends? 

http://www.cfcu.org
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Making his case 
Teens seek skateboard park 

BY TONY BRUSCATO 
STAFF WRITER 
t b r u s c a t o @ o e . h o r a e c o m n i . n e t 

Tyler Simescu, 13, said he 
" thought it would be cool" to 
have a skateboard park in Ply-
mouth. 

A s k a t e p a r k in Br igh ton 
allowed ska teboards , bu t not 
bicycles. Others in Dearborn 
and Roseville permit ted both, 
but were fairly costly. Besides, 
all were just too far away. 

And, skateboarding in down-
town Plymouth wasn't a feasible 
alternative. "We've been warned 
by police officers to stop, or it 
would cost us a $70 fine," said 
Simescu. 

So, the West Middle School 
student put a plan into action. 
He researched the idea of build-
ing a skate park in the city, and 
set an appointment with City 
Manager Paul Sincock. 

"I made a Power Point presen-
tation, and showed him, along 
wi th a speech I p r epa red , " 
Semescu said. "I just gave him 
the facts, telling about different 
kinds of skate parks, which are 
mostly either cement or wooden. 
He didn't promise me anything, 
but said it was a good idea." 

Sincock said the teen's presen-
tation was convincing. 

"Tyler did a lot of legwork and 
research ," admi t t ed Sincock. 
"He was very well prepared and 
had the answers to quest ions 
tha t any adminis t ra tor would 

Skate 
campaign: 
Tyler Simes-
cu, 13, worked 
with City 
Manager Paul 
Sincock on the 
portable 
skatepark pro-
ject 

Lawn care workshop set 
How can you tell how much fertilizer to put on 

your lawn? What is the best type of fertilizer 
for your home site? Is there an alternative to 
regular weed control treatments? 

The answers to these questions and many oth-
ers will be presented at the free Healthy Lawn 
Care Workshop sponsored by Van Buren Town-
ship and the Wayne County Depar tment of 
Environment on 8:45 p.m. today at the Van 
Buren Township Hall, Otisville-Sheldon Room. 

The workshop will provide practical, 

information about heal thy lawn and garden 
practices tha t can benefit the homeowner in 
terms of time and money savings and the water 
quality of our local waterways. It will feature 
Tim Doppel, Metropolitan Detroit Landscape 
Association; Kris t ine Hahn, Wayne County 
MSU Cooperative Extension; Shannon Gibb-
Randall, Wild Ones and WCDOE Staff. 

To reserve a seat and an information folder, 
contact Judy Holt at the Department of Envi-
ronment, (734) 326-3936. 

STAFF PHOTO BY BRYAN MITCHELL. 

"We talked about several dif-
ferent ideas, brainstormed a bit, 
and came up with the idea of a 
portable skate park," added Sin-
cock. "It offers us flexibility, and 
is better than a permanent site 
which could cost hundreds of 
thousands of dollars." 

Sincock took the idea to the 
Northvil le recreat ion depar t -
ment, and together the commu-
nities received a $5,000 grant 
from the Michigan Recreation 
and Parks Association and the 
Michigan Department of Com-
munity Health as part of their 
"Get Michigan Youth Moving" 
program. The two municipali-
ties will use the grant to assist 
in the purchase of a portable 
skate park, which is currently 
out for bid. 

Each recreation depar tment 
will come up with an additional 
$13,000. Sincock said the city is 

looking for other grants, as well 
as help from various community 
foundations. The skate park is 
expected to include skateboard 
ramps, jumps, rails, and a trailer 
for transporting the equipment. 

"I'm confident we'll raise the 
money in time to have it th is 
summer ," said Sincock. "We 
expect to put it in the parking lot 
at the Cultural Center, and take 
it to va r ious neighborhood 
events." 

Sincock said "Tyler was a driv-
ing force in gett ing the skate 
park. He wouldn't let me forget 
about it." 

Simescu said he ' s p leased 
there will soon be a place for 
area kids to skateboard, and is 
proud his efforts paid off. 

"I think it's cool that a kid had 
an idea and someone took action 
on it," he said. "I'm really look-
ing forward to it." 

WE DO THAT 
Full Service Auto Repair 

Brake Service 
Tune-Ups 
Alignments 

Mlfli 

i M w a w s e r ' 

! SHOCKS 
50% Off! 

iMiHOCKorSTMUSS dap stj. 

I ALIGNMENT SERIVCE 
• (OMWISIia ttJGW INCLUDES: 
| Crapes ssifkertMafsdat fas 

1111, OIL i Hill! 

14 f t «OngiwgiM«faiidailttir' 
• Ud vplo fin quart 5W«l0W-3Ooii 
•lubftetssnjpwstei.tbfin cd ted hisga 
• CstfBytaptcflan 

1-800-G0-MIDAS www.midas.iom or Consult your yellow pages for the shop nearest you. 

New Morning School presents 

UGHTS...CAMERA...AUCTION! 

{taction 2002 
Saturday, March 23, 2002 

5 p.m.-Midnight 
Laurel Manor, 39000 Schoolcraft, Livonia 

Live Auction by Dan Stall, Inc. 
Premier Silent Auction Tables 

Hors d'oeuvres, Seated Dinner and Open Bar 
$ 6 0 p« r person 

Advanced Registration Required 
•Decision Consultants, Inc. 
•Plastomer Corporation 
•Beii Communication Group 
•Henkel Surface Technologies 
•Central Distributors of Beer, Inc. 
•Autumn Associates 
•Aeltus Investment Management, Inc. 
•Touch of Class 
•Brunt Associates, Inc. 
• Ernst and Young, LLP 
•Assembly Technology and Test, Inc. 
•Plants & Moran LLP 
•Aetna Financial Services 
•loomis, Saytes and Company, LR 
•Piassman and Company 
•Paine Webber, inc. 
•Bendzinski and Company 
•Community Bank of Dearborn 
•Ruth A. Martin/Remerica Hometown 
•Hines-Park Ford 
•Nines-Park Uncoln-Mercury 
•Saturn of Plymouth/Farmington H.lls 

•NYX, Inc. 
•New Liberty Bank 
•Comerica Bank 
•Ford Motor Co. 
•BA5F Corporation 
•Strategic Partners, in'* 
•Biackweli Ford Inc. 

and Jim McKeon 

Bid on more than 5 0 0 items including: 

* A Harley-Davidson MT500 Motorcycle 
* $3,000 Deal for Wheels check 
* One-year annual pass to Northville Hills 

Golf Club 
* Autographed sports memorabilia from 

Red Wings Yzerman, Hull/ Hasek, 
Fedorov, Larionov, Draper and more 

* Trips to Lake Tahoe, Hilton Head, Walt 
Disney World, Bonita Beach, Gatlinburg, 
Chicago, Torch Lake, Bay Harbor and 
other destinations 

* Two U of M season football tickets 
I * Suites for 20 at the Palace and Joe Louis 

Arena for a Pistons and Red Wings Game 
! • Fabulous items for your family, your 

home, and yourself 

Ticldil ara sUII available for this event! Advance registration required. 
Call Hew Morning School ot 734.420.3321 for information! 

Michigan Citizens for Fairness 
in Public School Funding is hold-
ing its third Statewide Summit 
of School Funding, 7 p.m. Mon-
day, March 25, a t P lymouth 
Salem High School Auditorium. 

The purpose of the summit is 
to provide a forum for discussion 
of school funding issues. All of 
the guberna tor ia l candidates 

have been invited as well as all 
s tate senators and representa-

B lancha rd , David 
Bonior, Alma Wheeler Smi th 
and Douglas Campbel l have 
ind ica ted they will a t t e n d . 
Eleven state senators and repre-
sentatives plan to attend as well. 

David Plank, director of the 

Educa t ion Policy Cen te r a t 
Michigan State University, will 

modera to r . Thomas 
, s tate superintendent 

for public instruction, will make 
the introductions. j 

Plymouth Salem High School 
in on the southwest corner of Joy 
Road and Canton Center Road iji 
Canton. 

Got an idea for a story? E-mail us at 
tschneider@oe.homecomm.net 

1 * P L Y M O U T H 

WE ARE NOW A 
" 1 0 0 % SMOKE FREE" RESTAURANT! 

ime In & Try Our •It's aD about Seafood!1* 
Hsiao?!: 

Bar JL -
F a m a u R S a u n , 

Lenten Specials! 
WBflilwBB WMwwIeBlVI 

' 4 4 6 8 m m Arlior Rd. • Plymouth • 734-455-8070 

TNI orthvi l le f s 

• Shop downtown Northville 
March 21st through March 24th 
and enter to win fabulous prizes. 

• Prizes include gift certificates and 
merchandise from participating businesses 

(3 

Pick up an entry form from participating 
merchant shops in downtown Northville 
from Thursday, March 21st through 
Sunday, March 24th 

Visit 5 of the participating 
businesses listed on the back of 
the entry form and have them 
stamp your sheet. 

Once you have collected 5 stamps, fill out the entry blank, and drop 
your entire sheet into one of the baskets at any participating location. 

* Many businesses will also have special offers and in-store drawings 
during this promotion. 

Must be 18 years or older to enter. Need not be present to win. One stamp per business per visit. No purchase necessary to receive stamps. 
Promotion ends Sunday, March 24th. Business hours vary according to each individual business. Drawing mil be held Fri March 29th. 

Visit With The Easter Bunny^ 
Friday 11-6 & Saturday 10-5 

At "Old Church Square" 
(The New Stampeddler Building 

at North Center & Dunlap) 

• Get a picture with the 
Easter Bunny for just $4°° 

i B l 
Sponso red by the the 

Northvi l le Central 
Business Associat ion 

I)()\ 7 I O R C I . /. 

Handcrafters Show 
March 22, 23 & 24 
at the Rec Center. 

mailto:tbruscato@oe.horaecomni.net
http://www.midas.iom
mailto:tschneider@oe.homecomm.net
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Our fundamental purposes are to enhance the lives of our readers, nurture 
the hometowns we serve and contribute to the business success of our 
customers. 

Theater board impressive, 
but director choice is key 
; Nearly two years before they threw out 
their first pitch, the Arizona Diamond-
backs named. Buck Showalter as their 
manager, Last fall, the Diamondbacks 
won a dramat ic , seven-game World 
Series. 

Of course, by then Showalter had been 
fired and the team he put together had 
been substantially retooled. 

- The point being that while there's no 
substitute for preparation, that in and of 
itself doesn't guarantee success. 

We feel much the same way about the 
Partnership for the Arts and Humanities, 
a trendy name for what might once have 
been simply called the theater board. The 

- 14-member board that will oversee the 
operation of the performing arts center in 
Cherry Hill Village got its initial stamp 

-of approval last week from the Canton 
- Township Board of Trustees. It will likely 
, meet for the first time in late April and 
; begin to map out a fund-raising cam-
paign and other details for the project, 
which should break ground by soring 
2003. 

The la tes t ta rge t date for Opening 
Night is summer 2004, so board members 
have plenty of time to put a solid pro-
gram in place. Still to come is the selec-
tion of an executive director, which the 
Observer believes is a logical and neces-
sary step. 

We commend Canton officials for their 
selections. Board members come from dif-
fering backgrounds, represent a variety 
-of performing arts organizations, commu-
nity groups and business interests, That 
last qualification can't be overlooked. On 
a project where a $100,000 donation 
(from Singh Development Corp.) is con-
sidered "seed money," the regional busi-
ness community will play an important 

ale in the theater 's overall success or 
ure. 

A couple of recognizable names -

Chuck Forbes and Paul Hillegonds - lend 
some star power to the board. Forbes has 
been a guiding force in restoring several 
buildings in Detroit's Foxtown area and 
turning it into the city's premier enter-
tainment district. Hillegonds, who lives 
in Plymouth, is pres ident of Detroit 
Renaissance and a former state represen-
tative. 

Respected, high-profile local officials 
like 35th District Court Judge Ron Lowe 
and Canton Treasurer Elaine Kirchgat-
ter give the board strong credibility in 
the community. Other members, includ-
ing Dick Dionne, president of Canton 
Project Arts; Ken Kuna, representing the 
Theater Guild of Plymouth; and Canton 
resident Judy Stone will provide exper-
tise on the local arts scene. 

"The board represents an attempt to 
provide balance and representation of all 
groups in the community who have an 
interest in the theater," said attorney 
Bryan Amann, who will serve as chair-
man. 

What's missing is someone who can 
both pull 14 strong voices in the same 
direction and implement their strategy 
on a day-to-day basis. That's where an 
executive director will come into play. 

While there's no outline yet for choos-
ing someone for this role, we believe 
board members will be best served by 
selecting someone who is at least their 
equal in terms of skills and commitment. 
Nothing will be gained by opting for a fig-
urehead, or someone who can be influ-
enced too easily by a single voice. Our 
guess, given the nature of the partici-
pants and their previous work, is that's 
pretty much a given anyway. 

But putting the right person in the top 
slot trumps everything else - even money 
and a two-year head start. Too much is at 
stake and the community has waited far 
too long to accept anything less. 

FeeL BaD. 
j u s t l o o k aTTHe©RaDes 

OUR SCHOOL, &OT! 

SCHOOL 

<be>s(0fys(fie. 

Red Cross needs help 
for local disaster relief 

There's more to March than the NCAA 
basketball championship, the first day of 
spring and St. Patrick's Day. It's also Red 
Cross Month. 

For almost 60 years, the month has 
been set aside by the President of the 
United States who is the honorary chair-
man of the American Red Cross. The tra-
dition started in 1943, when then Presi-
dent Franklin Roosevelt declared March 
Red Cross Month to get Americans to 
donate money to the War Fund. 

In 2002, we again are at war. Our 
nemesis is Osama bin Laden and his al-
Qaeda terrorist network which perpetrat-
ed the horror and tragedy of Sept. 11. 
What t r ansp i r ed t h a t day and the 
nation's response to the tragedy as it 
unfolded before our eyes in bright living 
color is a testament to what it means to 
be an American. 

On that day, area residents flocked to 
the Southeastern Michigan Chapter of 
the American Red Cross" blood donor 
centers. By the end of the day, they had 
given 1,408 units of blood and within the 
next two weeks a total of 25,836 units, or 
150 percent of what the Red Cross nor-
mally collects. 
i Within days of the attacks, residents, 
young and old alike, were contacting the 
chapter to offer financial support for Red 
Cross' Liberty Fund. From a young girl 
who made flag pins to sell for donations 
to the Red Cross to more formal rallies 
and fund-raisers, this area contributed 
some $16 million to the fund which is 
dedicated to the victims and survivors of 
9-11. 

The chapter also saw an increased 
interest in volunteerism as a result of the 
attacks. In the two months after 9-11, 
more than 1,000 people called to volun-
teer, and twice that number of businesses 
called to hold blood drives. Another 800-
plus people went through orientation to 
volunteers in such areas as blood collec-
tion and disaster response. 

Volunteers are the heart of the Red 
Cross. According to the Southeastern 
Michigan Chapter, there are 150 volun-
teers to every one paid staff member, like 
the widow in Farmington and the retired 
Ichool teacher in Westland who help out 
it blood drives. 
| "Most people don't realize tha t most 
l e d Cross work is done by local volun-
teers, in local communities, and is funded 

by voluntary donations from local citi-
zens," said Rose Hirsch, director of the 
chapter's volunteer services. "We certain-
ly would like to encourage those interest-
ed in community service to use Red Cross 
Month as a time to consider volunteering 
for the Red Cross." 

But the chapter is also asking resi-
dents to think about something else ... 
making a financial donation to the Local 
Disaster Relief Fund. Since 9-11, dona-
tions to the fund have been down dra-
matically, and the chapter now faces a 
$750,000 shortfall. 

Donations to the Local Disaste 
Fund stay in the tri-county area. 

They are specifically designated for 
direct assistance to disaster victims in 
Wayne, Oakland and Macomb counties. 
The chapter estimates that it responds to 
an average of four house and apartment 
fires and other disasters daily. 

Since 9-11, locally, the Red Cross has 
helped more than 2,300 people recover 
from residential fires, most recently Sun-
day, when a child was killed and 13 peo-
ple Were left homeless following a fire in 
Detroit. The Red Cross provided the vic-
tims with vouchers for temporary hous-
ing, food and clothing. The fund also is 
used to supply vouchers to replace house-
hold fu rn i sh ings , prescr ip t ion for 
medicine and supplies for work. 

We stepped up to the challenge of help-
ing in whatever way we could on 9-11. 
But we also need to step up to the chal-
lenge in our own backyard. Thanks to the 
donations of Americans young and old, 
the survivors of 9-11 will be cared for in 
the future, but we also need to look after 
those close to home. 

Charity begins at home isn't an adage, 
it's a fact. Whether it's the Red Cross, the 
homeless shelters or soup kitchens, we 
need to remember the people in the 
metropolitan area who fall victim to dis-
asters. Their plight may not play out on 
televisions across the country, but their 
needs are just as great. 

March is Red Cross Month, and we 
encourage res idents to roll up the i r 
sleeves, open up their checkbooks and 
give to the Southeastern Michigan Chap-
ter 's Local D i sas t e r Relief Fund . 
Because, as they say, there but for the 
grace of God goes me. 

• Remarks draw Ire 
I read in the March 7 isBue about 

Canton Supervisor Tom Yack stating 
that the township is stable and is "mov-
ing forward." Canton is a charter town-
ship, not a township. Moving forward 
would be taking the next step in govern-
ment, which would be a town, so that, 
we would have adequate fire and police 
protection rather than being threatened 
with a ticket for calling in a "false 
alarm" to an understaffed and unpre-
pared "public safety" force. 

"Yackety" Yack is apparently con-
vinced that "moving forward" maana 
that he can buy more golf balls for the 
golf course. The charter township of 
Canton operates the Summit, the state 
wants the Pinnacle, a $2 billion mistake 
near Metro Airport. Both look like pyra-
mid scams, with taxpayers at the base. 

The charter township arrangement 
has come to an end, The charter town-
sliip is not being run like a business, but 
as a business. It's money comes from 
continued and unfettered access to our 
tax dollars. 

The charter arrangement was not for 
this. The present arrangement is a 
drain on our pockets, taking funds from 
government duties and putting it into 
the pockets of caterers and golf caddies. 
These folks call themselves Republicans, 
but they are apparently practicing 
socialists. Our taxes will be less when 
we stop paying for their experiment. 

There was a $20 charge to go to the 
meeting and see how the "government" 
is working. How much will Yack and 
Canton Clerk Terry Bennett charge us 
to vote? 

Alfred Brock 
Canton 

Editor's note: According to Dianne 
Cojei, Canton Chamber of Commerce 
executive director, anyone is welcome to 
attend the speech portion of the State of 
the Township Address, or other monthly 
chamber luncheons, at no charge provid-
ed they call the chamber office at (734) 
453-4040, 

Opinions wanted 
I don't know why I get so surprised by 

comments that some people m 
the last time I checked, the First 
Amendment to our Constitution protects 
our right to free speech, I'm amazed 
that someone would actually take the 
time to write a letter to the editor com-
plaining that another individual voiced 
their opinion. 

I also think that Ms. Mohan should 
speak for herself, not for all of "us." I 
eiy'oy reading about what other people 
in the community think, whether I agree 
with them or not. If you don't want to 
hear what another person has to say, 
then don't read the letter. It's as simple 
as that. It's Ms. Mohan that "doesn't get 
it"! 

Katie Ferencz 
Canton 

• Priorities questioned 
It seems to this resident that by the 

very words the Department of Public 
Safety displays on their Web site, that 
the public's safety is understood to be 
one of their priorities. 

Yet, a mile from the Canton Police 
Headquarters, during a time of prime . 
traffic flow, congestion, backups and 
driver impatience, traffic lights were not 
functioning. They were blinking. No 
police officers. No police cars. Just heavy 
traffic all four ways. All four turn left-
turn lanes. All four right-turn lanes. 

Everyone fending for themselves. 
It was 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, March 12, 

at the intersection of Canton Center and 
Cherry Hill roads. 

In the very interest of the public's 
safety, why weren't the police helping 
direct traffic? Until the county crews 
would arrive, we're only talking about a 
span of several hours. Their presence 
certainly would've brought order to an 
otherwise busy intersection at one of it's 
busier times. A couple of officers and 
cars, just there presence alone would've 
gone a long way toward easing drivers 
anxiety. Talk about 

sending a message. 
I can remember a time when certain 

police departments would've been there 
without question. 

Sometimes, the public is deserving of 
such a common courtesy. 

Well, at least that's what this resident 
hoped for. 

Bernard Kloian 
Canton 

• Student's 
misconceptions 

In response to Mr. Williams' letter 
regarding high school attendance policy 
(Observer, March 14), I have several 
thoughts. 

As a parent, I want to know why, if 
Mr. Williams is holding a solid "B" in a 
class with minimal effort, is he not 
attending class and earning an "A". Sec-
ondly, if he wants adult responsibilities, 
he should be aware of his attendance 
record and not looking for a "parental" 
warning that he's getting close to losing 
his credit, 

As a student, I can tell him that col-
lege class attendance is not valued less. 
What college does is put the ball in his 
court with regard to attendance. Mr. 
Williams, and Mr. Williams alone, will 
be responsible for his actions. If he 
wants to do well in a class, he will have 
to attend that class. 

Mr. Williams, if your idea of college 
includes the idea of "blowing off your 
classes, please save yourself or your par-
ents the money of the first semester. 
Wait until you can place some value on 
your education, I've known of too many 
students who've thrown away a full 
semester's expenses because the student 
could not - or chose not to - handle this 
adult responsibility. 

My best to you, your family, and all 
other students with the same miscon-
ceptions. 

Terri Harleton 
Canton 

Although the State of Michigan man-
dates these special education programs, 
it doesn't even come close to providing 
adequate funding to cover their costs, 
and here is where the problem comes in 
for the school districts. The burden falls 
to them to assure that the program costs 
are met. For Plymouth-Canton, it means 
paying a yearly "charge back" to the 
county to cover those costs - $1.4 million 
this past year. 

This has been going on since 1992, 
and it is a real drain on the finances of 
our district. If the proposed millage were 
to pass, Wayne County would have suffi-
cient fUnds to pay for the mandated pro-
grams. We would no longer need to pay 
a charge back to the county each year, 
which would free up at least $1.4 million 
annually to use in our own district. If it 
doesn't pass, Plymouth-Canton must 
continue to pay charge backs to the 
county from our regular education fund. 

The Act 18 millage is currently the 
only way allowed under Michigan law 
for our district to increase available 
funds. Proposal A does not allow us a 
local enhancement millage. 

Excellence in education is important 
to each of our children, the typical as 
well as the disabled, and it is important 
to the health of our community. The Act 
18 millage is a way to support them all. 

Janelle Hansen 
Canton 

Waning support 
charities that I have always 

been able to respect and to which I could 
make donations knowing that most of 
the money collected would be used to 
help the needy are the Red Cross and 
The Salvation Army. 

The declaration by the Red Cross that 
only 20 percent of the collections made 
after the Sept. 11 attack on the World 
Trade Center would reach the families 
of those losing their lives on the day of 
infamy gave me pause. The Red Cross 
has since promised that the money col-
lected would be given to the survivors. ; 

Now we are advised that the Red 
Cross organization of Orange County, 
Calif., refused to allow the high school 
chorus in an Orange County school to 
sing songs mentioning "God" or prayer! 

Hie Red Cross says it did not want to 
offend different populations participat-
ing in the event, the Annual Volunteer 
Recognition Dinner. 

My devotion, respect, and dedication 
to the Red Cross is waning. 

Neil Goodbred 
Livonia 

• Supports millage 
As a Canton resident who looks to the 

public schools to educate my severely 
disabled son, as well as my regular edu-
cation daughter, I am concerned that 
our community be sufficiently informed 
regarding the August Act 18 millage 
vote. 

Act 18 exists to provide an education 
for severely impaired students. All 
severely disabled children have a legal 
guarantee from the federal and state 
governments to be appropriately educat-
ed. The Plymouth-Canton school district 
joins with the rest of Wayne County to 
provide special education centers for our 
students who are in need of this type of 
education delivery. My son attends the 
program for students with autism in 
Garden City, and I can attest to the 
excellence of this particular program 
based on years of personal experience. 

Share your opinions 
We welcome your letters to the 
editor. Please include your name, 
address and phone number for 
verification. We ask that your letters 
be 400 words or less. We may edit 
for clarity, space and content. 

Mall: 
Letters to the Editor 
Tedd Schneider 
Canton Observer 
794 South Main 
Plymouth, Ml 48170 

E-Mail: 
tschnelder@oe.homecomm.net 

Fax: 
734*459-4224 

http://www.obscrverandeccentric.com
mailto:tschnelder@oe.homecomm.net
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Engler's court packing 
scheme should be rejected 

Phil Power 

You've got to hand it to Gov. John Engler. 
Especially when he's trying to pull a fast one in 
the dark of night, his Machiavellian skills and 
sheer chutzpah just take your breath away. 

The idea this time around is to sweeten up 
retirement pensions of long sitting judges so 
they'll decide to retire. This lets Engler appoint a 
bunch of new judges to the bench. And — guess 
what! — when the new appointees run for confir-

mat ion in office 
" — — th i s November, 

they ' l l have the 
word "incumbent" 
after their names, 
on the ballot. Who 
is going to vote 
against an "incum-
bent" judge? 
Nobody. 

Intended result: 
Engler succeeds in 
packing Michigan's 
courts, wholesale. 

What a neat plot 
for a very partisan 
outgoing governor 
who wants to load 

up the judiciary with his ideological soul mates! 
Moreover, Engler clearly realizes that Lt. Gov. 
Dick Posthumus, the officially anointed Republi-
can nominee for governor, doesn't stand much 
chance at getting elected in November, so he 
might as well make the appointments himself. 

Don't laugh. This plot was set in motion last 
week when the Republicans in the state Senate 
slipped into an inoffensive early retirement bill a 
provision letting sitting judges retire at 80 per-
cent of their current salary if they have served at 
least 24 years. Hie existing retirement plan lets 
judges with 16 years of service retire at 60 per-
cent of their salary. 

As judges make $100,000 and up, the proposed 
change in judicial pensions is worth more than 
$20,000 a year. Even slightly doddery judges — 
who wouldn't be, after 24 years on the bench? — 
can do the math and conclude this is too good a 
deal to pass up. 

There's only one hitch to this scheme. To get 
new appointees on the bench in time for them to 
get the i r names on the November ballot as 
incumbents, the bill has to have immediate 
effect. This normally requires a two-thirds major-
ity, in both houses of the legislature. But the. 
Democrats — a minority in both houses, but 
more than one third — are not about to let that 
happen. 

So the hot rumor in Lansing is that Engler is 
going to set in motion a complicated parliamen-
tary maneuver that involves letting the legisla-
ture adjourn and then calling the lawmakers 
back for a special session to pass the budget and 
— surprise! — give immediate effect by simple 
majority vote to the court packing scheme. 

Democratic candidate for governor, Attorney 
General Jennifer Granholm, blasted the plan as 
a "political ploy." According to Granholm, "The 
governor is clearly seeking to thwart the state's 
constitutional provision requiring an elected 
judiciary when he would be able to appoint close 
to one third of the state's judges at one time. ... 
The only justification for this one last power 
move by Governor Engler is to take care of his 
political friends at the expense of good govern-
ment. It is also a way to cement the right wing 
partisanship of the judiciary in Michigan for 
decades to come." 

There is also a serious financial issue buried 
inside all the political rhetoric. 

The stated purpose of offering early retirement 
to state employees is to save up to $50 million 
during the current budget crisis, as the state 
plans on replacing only a quarter of the retirees 
and new state employees will be paid less than 
the high seniority ones retiring. However, the 
savings evaporate in the case of judges, because 
no reduction is planned in the number of courts 
and new judges will be paid at the same rate as 
those who are retiring. If the Engler plan passes, 
nearly 200 judges would be eligible for early 
retirement, including more than one third of the 
state's appellate judges. At $20,000 per year per 
re t i red judge, some exper ts are wonder ing 
whether the state's pension fund can withstand 
such a big payout. 

When in 1933, President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
found the United States Supreme Court standing 
in the way of some cherished initiatives, he pro-
posed adding justices to the Court. Roosevelt was 
widely and justly criticized for trying to "pack the 
Court." Eventually he backed down. 

Gov. Engler is trying to do no less. His court-
packing plan should be exposed for what it is, 
widely criticized and then rejected by the legisla-
ture. 

Phil Power is chairman of HomeTown 
Communications Network Inc., the company 
that owns this newspaper. He welcomes your 
comments, either by voice mail at (734) 953-
2047, ext. 1880, or by e-mail at ppower® 
homecomm.net. 

S O L I D O A K 
N o w 50% Off 

A MIDWEST 
TRADITION 

with a 42" pedestal table. Has 1 -
18" leaf, 4 matching bow back 

chairs, and with a 10 year chair 
warranty. 

5 PIECE SET 
REG. $1399.00 

SALE 
$ 699 00 

10 YEAR 
CHAIR WARRANTY 

Timeless beauty... 
Enduring Value 

with a 42x60 table, 
2-12" self storing leaves, 

6 large bow back side chairs. 
7 PIECE SET 
REG. $2399.00 

SALE 
$ 1 1 o o o o 

DO NOT PAY FOR ONE FULL YEAR! 
NO DOWN PAYMENT - N O INTEREST _ NO PAYMENTS TILL 2002 

$1000 MINIMUM PURCHASE WITH APPROVED CREDIT 

x L I V O N I A S O U T H L Y O N H O W L L . L 
52104 Plvmmiih 12-1 N. LalViycile 2700 E, Grand River 

4 2 I - 6 0 7 0 4 5 7 - I 5 9 0 5 4 6 - 7 4 2 0 

C H E R R Y Fr O A K HOURS: 10-9 Daily: 12-5 Suiuhty 
F U R N I T U R E 

Summit is place 
to have your say 
on school funding 

Many feel t ha t 
they can't make an 
impact when it 
comes to the future 
funding of their chil-

3 education or 
community's 

schools. But on 
Monday, March 25 
you can make a dif-

Judy Mardigian 

U . J , Clauane 
mam oiavens 

The Third 
Statewide Summit 
on School Funding 
will be held 7-9 p.m. 
at the Plymouth 
Salem High School 
Cafeteria, 46181 
Joy Road in Canton. 
This statewide 
event is being host-
ed by the Michigan 
Citizens for Fair-
ness in Public 
School Funding. 
The Summit will be 
a powerful venue for 

learning, and voicing your opinion on the equity of 
school funding in Michigan. 

This event is being held in an important election 
year when there will be a new governor and many 
new senators because of term limits. It's important 
to know where our current and future lawmakers 
stand on the issue of school funding equity. All the 
gubernatorial candidates have been invited, as 
have State senators and representatives through-
out Michigan. 

Four of the gubernatorial candidates, former Gov, 
James Blanchard, U.S. Rep. David Bonior CD-
Mount Clemens), state Sen. Alma Wheeler-Smith 
(D-Salem Township), and Douglas Campbell will 
share their views and answer questions from the 
audience. Twelve state legislators, including local 
Reps. Glen Anderson (D-Westland), Bruce Patter-
son (R-Canton Township), and John Stewart (R-
Plymouth) will participate on the panel. 

State Superintendent for Public Education, Tom 
Watkins will be the keynote speaker. David N, 
Plant, Ph.D., director of the Education Policy Cen-
ter at Michigan State University will moderate the 
program. 
. In 1994, Michigan Law was changed to reduce 

property tax and dramatically change the method 
of funding with the intent of equalizing funding 

across the state. In fact, the original enacting 
statute passed in 1994, paragraph 16, stated: 

"The legislature shall continue to work toward 
greater equity among distr icts ' foundation 
allowances." 

In 1995, the Michigan Legislature deleted thig 
language. 

Although there are certain portions of Proposal A 
that are working, several others aren't and need to 
be fine-tuned. 'j 

Under Proposal A, the s ta te mandates the 
amount of money each school district receives per 
pupil. In the case of Plymouth-Canton Schools, the 
state orders that Plymouth-Canton Schools shall 
receive $6,825 per pupil while other school districts 
have up to $11,755 per student. Ann Arbor, Dear^ 
born and Livonia are at $9,035 and $8,394 ancj 
$7,905 respectively. This results in major differ-
ences in school funding levels. For example, Dear-
born Public School District has approximately the 
same number of students and has approximately 
$25 million more per year than Plymouth-Canton 
does. 

Unfortunately the state has also ordered that 
there is nothing that we, as citizens, can do to close 
this disparity in per-pupil funding. Based on cur-
rent projections, in 100 years, Plymouth-Canton 
will still lag behind these district that receive more 
funding. This means that our great-great-great-
grandchildren will still receive less than their con-
temporaries in the highest funded school districts. 

How will districts with less funding possibly be; 
able to retain the best teachers, updated text books 
and achieve small class size when competing with; 
districts that receive more money from the state?. 
Further, if our schools are viewed as second class,; 
property values will soon follow. 

This is your chance to make clear to a new gover-
nor, senators and representatives your positions on-
public school funding. • I 

If you have any questions or comments please, 
feel free to contact Mark Slavens at (734) 421-5210' 
or Board Trustee Judy Mardigian at (734) 451-. 
2230. We look forward to seeing and hearing fropt 
you at the Summit. 

Mark T. Slavens is vice president of the Ply-
mouth-Canton Board of Education and chair' 
man of Michigan Citizens for Fairness in Pub-
lic School Funding. Judy Mardigian is a 
trustee on the Plymouth-Canton Board of Edu-
cation. 

1 Day Install - Save Time -With EasmCleanirii 
With Our Complete Line of: Bathtub Liners, 
Shower Oodrs,iialh'Wall:iysteiiis, Shower Base Liners, 
and Accessoriis;: Featuring! Delta Fixtures! 

See Us At the Home 
Show at Cobo 

Free In Home Estimates 

NoWRroratea 
TransferaUli' Y.'arran*y 

a - I o J 

29102 Five Mile Rd 
Livonia 

,734) 266-6200 
-?.t East of Middlebclt 
i to Dearborn 

3387 W. Fort St. 
Lincoln Park 

(313) 382-8100 
Next to Mickey Shores 

Toledo Cros r 

25170 John R. 
Madison Heights 
(248) 546-8300 
North of 1-696 
Ann Arbor 

(734) 827-2233 (313) b61-77HB (419) 866-4211 313) 882-4454 
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Aeropolis' proved tough issue for state lawmakers 
BY MIKE MALOIT 

HOMETOWN NEWS SERVICE 

mmalott@homeeomm.net 
The concept of an "acropolis" 

— essentially a city built around 
an airport — was the toughest 
issue lawmakers faced in their 
action to form an author i ty to 
oversee opera t ions at Detroi t 
Metropolitan Airport. 

When Rep. Gloria Schermesser 
( D-LincoIn P a r k ' o f fered an 
amendment in the House tha t 
would have blocked the seven-
member authority from having 
control over the development of 
tha t "acropolis." lawmakers at 

f i r s t gave the a m e n d m e n t 
approval, 57-48. 

They then reconsidered, voting 
again several times. Eventually, 
lawmakers rejected the amend-
ment 44-52. 

According to critics of the bill, 
that leaves it unclear in the leg-
islation whether the authori ty 
could bui ld an ae ro t ropo l i s 
a round Metro , They fea r the 
authority would be able to over-
ride local municipal zoning ordi-
nances in developing tha t pro-
ject. 

Schermesser argued tha t the 
author i ty should have control 

over operations at the airport , 
but not over development of the 
surrounding areas. 

The idea is that Metro Airport 
and Willow Run could serve as 
hubs for a good deal of commer-
cial growth in the area if devel-
opment in the surrounding areas 
were developed specifically to 
support the airports. The Pinna-
cle project south of the airport 
would be a part of the aerotropo-
lis. 

"The fact is that when we look 
at the airport, we need to look at 
the t o t a l i t y of deve lopmen t 
around the airport, not just the 

McNamara fills 2 key positions 
W a y no County E x e c u t i v e 

Edward 11. McNamara has pro-
moted two of his staffers to key-
posi t ions wi th in t he Wayne 
County Executive Office. 

Eddie McDonald of Canton has 
been promoted to chief of staff, 
assuming the position held by the 
outgoing Bernard Kilpatrick. who 
is retiring from Wayne County 
government. Elizabeth (Bettye) 
Misuraca has been promoted to 
assume McDonald's former posi-
tion as assistant county executive 
for legislative affairs. McDonald 
and Misuraca will assume their 
new positions on March 22. 

"We are very excited about the 
promotions of these two talented 
individuals ," said McNamara, 
"Both of them are ex t remely 
energetic, talented and experi-
enced in government . Wayne 
County will certainly reap the 
benefits of their expertise and 
dedication to improving the qual-
ity of life in our communities," 

As chief of staff, McDonald will 
oversee the staff of the County 
Executive Office and work with 
legislative bodies of government 
and various departments of the 
county. 

McDonald began his ca reer 

with Wayne County in 1994 as 
the hous ing director in the 
Department of Jobs and Econom-
ic Development. In 1999 he was 
promoted to the assistant county 
executive for legislative affairs. 
Prior to joining Wayne County, 
McDonald was the director of 
counseling for the North Oakland 
YMCA, where he was instrumen-
tal in implementing substance 
abuse and delinquency programs 
for youth and la ter wen on to 
become district director for U.S. 
Rep. Bob Carr. 

McDonald is affiliated with a 
variety of organizations around 
the metropolitan area, including 
the Wayne County Community 
Mental Health Agency, Volun-
teers of America/Michigan Habi-
t a t for H u m a n i t y of Det ro i t , 
Michigan Political Leadership 
Program/Michigan State Univer-
sity, Friendship Missionary Bap-
tist Church. 

McDonald earned his degree in 
management from Oakland Uni-
versity. 

As assistant county executive 
for legislative affairs, Misuraca 
will work closely with the state 
legislature and Wayne County 
Commission on legislative mat-

C())igressico/nan Lynn Rivers Invites Yon to 
Coffee Hour at these Locutions: 

Saturday, March 23 

PLYMOUTH 
Three Brothers Restaurant 

10:00 am - 11:30 am 
8825 General Dr. 

Monday, March 25 

YPSILANTI 
Louie's Cafe 

7:00 pm - 8:30 pm 
205 W. Michigan Ave. 

Tuesday, March 26 
GARDEN CITY/IN KSTER 

Garden City Cafe' 
8:30 am - 10:00 am 
5662 Middlebelt Rd. 

Tuesday, March 27 

NEW BOSTON 
Orchard Grove Inn 

7:00 pm - 8:30 pm 
19110 Middlebelt Rd. 

Monday, Apri l 1 
A N N ARBOR 

Cafe' Felix 
8:30 am - 10:00 a 

202 Main St. 

Saturday, April 6 

ROMULUS 
Tim Norton 

10:00 am - 11:30 am 
7070 Middlebelt Rd. 

Monday, April 8 

WESTLAND 
Beehive Restaurant 
7:00 pm - 8:30 pm 

303 S. Wayne Rd 

Saturday, April 13 
YPSILANTI 

The Bomber Restaurant 
1:00 pm - 2:30 pm 

306 E. Mihcigan Ave 

/'or furIher inforn/a/ioit filcctsi' aid: -

ters. Misuraca began her career 
with county government in 1964 
with the Wayne County Road 
Commission. While with the road 
commission, Misu raca was 
instrumental in instituting engi-
neering programs that are still 
used today. She also worked 
closely with County Road Associ-
ation of Michigan. Between 1964 
and 1966, Misuraca also worked 
with the federal government to 
implement affirmative action pro-
grams. 

While working for Wayne 
County, Misuraca earned her 
bachelor's degree in communica-
tions at Wayne State University, 
In 1987, she joined McNamara's 
staff as executive assistant and 
worked closely with community 
groups, faith-based organizations 
and labor unions, 

Misuraca sits on nearly 30 dif-
f e r e n t boards inc luding the 
Fa ther Kern Foundation, Most 
Holy Trini ty Catholic Church, 
Wayne County Council for the 
Arts , Travelers Air, March of 
Dimes, SHAR House, the Inter-
national Institute and Michigan 
Political Leadership Program at 
Michigan State University. 

onsite development of the air-
port , You have to look at the 
reg iona l deve lopment , " Rep. 
Buzz Thomas (.D-Detroit) 
explained. "And the Pinnacle 
plan makes this airport deal as 
much as a $5 to $8 billion eco-
nomic development deal." 

Others explained an aerotropo-
lis could bring development simi-
lar in size to the 1-275 corridor to 
the airport area within only a 
couple years. 

Other amendments adopted by 
lawmakers included: 

• Repealing authority for an 
''international tradeport" at Wil-
low Run. Rep, Bruce Patterson 

(R-Canton) sa id t h a t if t h a t 
tradeport had been developed as 
planned, it could have increase 
traffic at Willow Run ten-fold. 
That would have destroyed home 
values in surrounding residen-
tial areas, homes that have just 
been built in the last two years, 
he contended. 

• Adding lawmakers to the 
list of those to receive financial 
reports on airport operations: 

• Requiring tha t the airport 
work cooperat ively wi th sur-
rounding communities on noise 
abatement programs. 

• Toughing ethics standards. 
• Allowing the a i r p o r t to 

ivil ordinances regulating 
conduct on airport grounds. Pre-, 
viously, t he bill would h a v e 
required the authority to make-
all such o rd inances c r i m i n a l 
matters. 

Lawmakers rejected amend-
ments: 

• To stagger terms of authori-
ty members. 

• To end the terms of authori-
ty members when the appointing 
officials' terms end. 

• And increasing the authori-
ty of the Wayne County auditor's 
office to conduct f i n a n c i a l 
reviews of airport operations. 
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with chips or side salad and pickle with 
the purchase of a Bagel Dog at 

Mr as a m per pmss pr AH. Ims s m wA wf ssjsss «r y a i <k h spsfesss M , 
Id $«» mfcalk tor, fsH a praw&BM sws «*j. 
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I-800-BAG E L-M E e i n s t e i n b r o s . c o m 
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CLOSE YOUR EYES A ND IMAGINE 

KEEPING :1N TOUCH WITH YOUR 

•LOVED-ONES IN TH E HOSPITAL 

ANYTIME, ANYWHERE. 

n 

I 

Nope, you're not dreaming. Wi th a new 

service provided by the University of Michigan 

Hea l th System, all patients — whether a m o m 

a n d h e r n e w b o r n b a b y o r a l o v e d o n e 

wi th an iiiness — can keep everyone updated 

w i t h their o w n c u s t o m i z e d W e b page . 

A Pat ient Care Manager (usually a relative or 

friend) can post reports, messages and pictures 

on the W e b page. E-mail can be sent back and 

f o r t h . A n d there are l inks to send gifts o r 

flowers to the patient. T h e n ; are even different 

levels of security — from password protection 

to all-access. T h e best part? U M H S provides 

this service free to its patients, After all, just 

because you can't call or visit doesn't mean you 

shouldn ' t be able to k n o w h o w they're doing. 

- m-
TLC / 

-J 
U n i v e r s i t y of Michigan 
Mmhft Syswm* 
r « « ! 
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GRAHAM BEAL 

DIA director 
welcomes 
visitors 
w> 

• I D 
pie asked me, "What made you move 

en l arrived here to take the 
position of Director of the 
Detroit Institute of Arts peo-

from Los Angeles to Detroit?" Two-
and-a- half years later I'm still field-
ing the same question, still usually 
asked with the same tinge of 
incredulity that I should have left all 
that sun and Hollywood style for an 
environment simultaneously colder 
and less 

The answer is easy: It was the DIA 
itself and, most particularly, the 
extraordinary collection it houses. As 
I talk to groups and individuals 
around the region I regularly 
encounter astonishment at my asser-
tion that the DIA has one of the finest 
art collections in the country -
arguably in the top half dozen. The 
strength and depth of our holdings in 
African, American, and European art 
especially are amazing, providing a 
regional resource that is unmatched 
in all but a few cities across the coun-
try. This is, of course, not "news" at 
least, not in any headline grabbing 
sense. But when a wealthy U.S. 
museum pays tens of millions of dol-
lars for a single painting by Van 
Gogh, we can take quiet pleasure in 
the knowledge that the DIA already 
has four - and that's just one example 

• Simply put, the DIA's col-
lection is the product of 
many decades of endeavor 
and commitment; an irre- : 

placeable resource-that no -
amount of money can 
reproduce today. 

of many I could give. 

Irreplaceable resource 
Simply put, the DIA's collection is 

the product of many decades of 
endeavor and commitment; an irre-
placeable resource that no amount of 
money can reproduce today. And, our 
collection is not a treasure unto itself. 
Many art museums around the world 
regularly seek to borrow artworks 
from the DIA. This, in turn, gives us a 
kind of informal quid pro quo that 
allows us to request works from them 
and present such blockbuster exhibi-
tions as the 2000 Van Gogh: Face to 
Face or the Degas and the Dance 
opening this fall. 

Magnificent though the collection 
is, it is far from the complete DIA 
story. I was also motivated to come 
here to see what could be done about 
making the institution more accessi-
ble to a broader public - to find ways 
to make the museum a more vital 
part of the region's fabric. No longer 
essentially a passive repository for 
like-minded people to visit from time 
to time, art museums in America 
have been exploring ways to involve 
themselves with a wide range of relat-
ed activities - from engagement with 
school curricula to the presentation of 
various kinds of music. In 2000 the 
DIA opened a special studio in Ponti-
ac so that students can regularly par-
ticipate in our Art Discovery program. 
Last October we began opening an 
hour earlier, at 10 a.m. instead of 11 
a.m. (to allow more time for school 

lease see DIRE B7 

SERIOUS ABOUT 

Acclaimed 
American 
choreographer 
is making a 
comeback 
B Y LINDA ANN CHOMIN 
STAFF WRITER 
Ichomin@oe.homecomm.net 

No light-hearted conversation for Twyla Tharp when it 
comes to dance. She's serious about her work. Now 
beginning her sixth decade of life, Tharp's built a legacy 
as a choreographer in the world of modern dance. But 
she doesn't spend time worrying about being a legend. 
Tharp says, "making dance is her problem." 

She works out five to six days a week in a gym, and 
then at the barre before the six members of her dance 
company arrive for rehearsal. 

And she's not about to slow down; Twyla Tharp Dance 
will perform Saturday-Sunday, March 23-24 at the 
Power Center for the Performing Arts in Ann Arbor, the 
final stop of a 25-city national and international tour. 
The troupe has begun rehearsing for a Broadway show 
opening this fall in New York. Set to the music of Billy 
Joel, the production is "a huge undertaking," said Tharp. 
She's also working on a book, The Creative Habit, due 
out this fall. 

"It's in defense of the working artist," said Tharp in a 
phone interview from New York. "Art is not lightning 
bolts from the heavens." 

Tharp should know. It's taken her nearly 35 years to 
choreograph more than 125 dances, premiered in the 

U.S., Europe and Australia. Asked to describe her chore-
ography, Tharp says, "it's eclectic and what I feel is 
appropriate for 

Eclectic repertoire: Twyla Tharp Dance company performs one of their 
recent works. 

Twyla Tharp 
"/Dance 

, W h a t : Univers i ty 
Musical Society series 
spotlights recent work 
by the renowned Amer-
ican choreographer 

When: 8 p.m. Satur-
day, March 23, and 3 
p.m. Sunday, March 24 

Where : Power Cen-
ter for the Performing 
Arts, 121 Fletcher St., 
Ann Arbor 

T i c k e t s : $20-$40, 
call (734) 764-2538 

Twyla Tharp 

Program 
Two vastly different works - Mozart Clarinet Quintet 

K. 581 and Surfer at the River Styx - are on the Ann 
Arbor program. Tharp premiered both works at the 
American Dance Festival in North Carolina in the sum-
mer of 2000. The performance marked a comeback for 
Tharp's dance company which she directed from the mid-
1960s to 1988. 

Tharp is brief when mentioning she joined her compa-
ny with American Ballet Theatre in 1988. "When things 
didn't work out" she did freelance choreography. Tharp's 
created dances for the Jeffrey Ballet, New York City Bal-
let, Paris Opera Ballet, London's Royal Ballet, and 
American Ballet Theatre. She re-established Twyla 
Tharp Dance with veteran dancers Alexander Brady, 
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Blithe Spirit 
What : Schoolcraft College 

Theatre presents Noel Cow-
ard's comedy 

W h e n : 6:30 p.m. Friday-
Sa tu rday , March 22-23, 
March 29-30 (dinner theater), 
and 8 p.m. Friday-Saturday, 
April 5-6 (performance only) 

W h e r e : Liberal Arts The-
atre on campus, 18600 Hag-
gerty, between Six and Seven 
Mile roads, Livonia 

Tickets: $21 for dinner the-
ater , $10 performance only, 
call (734) 462-4400, Ext. 5457 

Schoolcraft Theatre conjures up Noel Coward farce 
B Y LINDA ANN CHOMIN 
STAFF WRITER 
lchomin@oe.homecomm.net 

J im H a r t m a n warns actors before 
beginning a Wednesday night rehearsal 
to keep the energy up. The dialogue in 
Noel Coward's Blithe Spirit moves at a 
fast pace. 

Even though Hartman edited the farce 
for length, the cast needs to go through 
the entire three-acts in the next hour 
and 45-minutes. Only a few rehearsals 
remain before Blithe Spirit opens Friday, 
March 22, in the Liberal Arts Theatre on 
campus. A couple of spirits add to the 

fun and difficulty of producing the play. 
"It moves very fast, lots of humor, lots 

of humorous movement," said Hartman 
di rec tor of the t h e a t e r p rogram at 
Schoolcraft College in Livonia. "Then 
there's the challenge of trying to do a 
play with spirits. Charles Condomine's 
first wife comes back after a seance and 
the husband can only hear and see her. 

"We're in the seven th week of 
rehearsals and I still find myself chuck-
ling after listening to the lines. It's hys-
terical and very well written. Noel Cow-
ard writes so beautifully. It's a wonder-
ful farce or exaggerated comedy." 

To hold the interest of audiences, how-
ever, Hartman knew he would have to 
edit the script written in the early 1940s. 
The first time he staged the play it ran 
almost three hours. 

"I edited the work to remove anything 
not essential to the main plot, references 
to era," said Hartman. "I felt for contem-
porary audiences it would be more enjoy-
able to present a shortened version. 

"It's a small cast and community peo-
ple are leads," said Hartman. "The hus-
band and wife who play the leads are 

STAFF PHOTO BY JIM JAGDFJS>J| 

Scared silly: Linda Pelliccioni, 
Carol Lipinski and Sabrina 
Sanchez rehearse a scene from 
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