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Authority; How state law-
makers vote on a pro-
posed airport authority 
could determine what 
kind of mark County Exec 
Ed McNamara and Gov. 
John Engler leave on the 
facility./AG 

Fine selection: Viewers of 
this year's Michigan Fine 
Arts Competition proba-
bly will walk away 
shocked, but that's exactly 
what juror Nick Cave had 
in mind when he selected 
work for the upcoming 
exhibition. / B 1 

AT HOME 

Carved in wood: Wood-
workers from the metro-
Detroit area are once 
again busily preparing 
for their upcoming show-
case to benefit ill chil-
dren,Wood 2002, March 
10 at th&Livonia Senior 
Center./0± 

Watching you: Images of 
local private investigators 
vary from the gumshoe 
with his feet up on a desk, 
smoking a cigar in a 
dreary office, to high-tech 
spies./CB 

Reaching out* New Hope 
Center for Grief Support, 
a Christian-based out-
reach center, is dedicated 
to helping people emotion-
ally through the loss of a 
loved one./CB 
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Golf course condos get final OK 
Canton Township board members believe a 
264-unit condominium development adjacent 
to the township-owned Fellows Creek Golf 
Course will be an asset to the Lotz-Palmer 
neighborhood. 

BY JACK GLADDEN 
STAFF WRITER 
jgJadden@oe.homecomm.net 

The Links of Fellows Greek, a 
planned 40-acre condominium commu-
nity near Fellows Creek Golf Course, 
cleared its final hurdle Tuesday night 

by getting approval from the Canton 
Township Board of Trustees. 

The 264-unit project will be located 
west of Lotz and south of Palmer and 
will include 44 buildings of six units 
each. 

It will be developed by Robertson 

Brothers Co. as a Planned Develop-
ment District in a manner similar to 
properties near Pheasant Run Golf 
Course. 

The development plans call for about 
nine acres of open space with land-
scaped common areas and a landscaped 
entrance at Lotz Road. 

The property has had numerous own-
ers over the years and has been looked 
at by various developers. But unti l 
Robertson Brothers came up with their 
proposal for the Links project, nothing 

came to fruition. 
Because of the proximity of the golf 

course and wetlands in the area, the 
planning process has been a long and 
drawn out one. The Wiles Drain, which 
runs through the property, will be 
rerouted to preserve and enhance the 
natural habitat. 

Doug Smith of Robertson Brothers 
told the board that as part of the devel-
opment holes 7 and 8 of the golf course 
will be redesigned and replaced. 

CONDOS. 

Cookie works on her leader-ship skills 
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No appointment necessary: Cookie, a Golden Retriever and possibly a future leader dog loves 
relaxing at Michael Brackney's office. The Canton chiropractor has been bringing the puppy to 
the office - and other public places in the community - since the beginning of the year for 
socialization and to gain the "people skills" she needs before going to leader dog school in 
Rochester for training in November. Cookie is the second leader dog candidate Brackney has 
worked with. 

is 
BY TEDD SCHNEIDER 
STAFF WHITER 
tscfaneider@oe.homecomiri.net 

The Canton Community Foundation 
has added five new scholarship oppor-
tunities for local residents this year, 
including one set up by the family of 
Canton native Meredith Whalen, who 
was killed when the World Trade Cen-
ter collapsed in the Sept. 11 terrorist 
attacks. 

The Meredith L. Whalen Memorial 
Scholarship of $500 will be awarded to 
a female student from Canton or Ply-
mouth majoring in business at any col-
lege or university. 

"She was such an ambitious, success-
oriented person. We're hoping to 
attract someone similar" for the schol-

CANTON COMMUNITY FOUNDATION 

arship, said Joan Noricks, foundation 
president. 

Whalen, 23, worked as a financial 
analyst for Fred Alger Management 
Co., on the 93rd Floor of Tower One in 
the trade center. She was believed to 
be at her desk when the first hijacked 
plane hit the building. 

Noricks said the scholarship came 
about from a personal connection and 
the family's wish to make a positive 
statement in the wake of the tragedy. 

In addition to the family's donation, 
one of Whalen's former employers con-
tributed and Canton Township added 
money collected locally following the 

Enough was raised so that the 
scholarship is now an endowment. 

"This scholarship will be here forev-
er. That 's the legacy to Meredith," 
Noricks said. 

The four other new scholarships are 
from the Canton Historical Society, 
Boyer's Meat Processing, Regal Con-
struction and Wade-Trim Associates. 

All four highlight the scholarship 
program's philosophy of award ing 
grants to non-traditional students or 
those in specific fields of study. 

For example, a $500 scholarship 
from Regal Construction in Canton is 
designed for students studying con-

BY JACK GLADDEN 
STAFF WRITER 
jgIadden@oe.homecommja.et 

Greg Demopoulos, an attorney and a. 
14-year-Canton resident, was appoint-
ed to the Canton Planning Commission 
Tuesday. 

Demopoulos replaces Sue Dodson, 
who resigned from the commission last 
month after accepting a job as Chief 
Building Official for Westland. He will 
complete Dodson's term, which ends 
Dec. 31. 

A general practice attorney with an 
office in Livonia, Demopoulos has been 
a member of Canton's Zoning Board of 
Appeals since 1989 and has been chair-
man of that board since 1995. 

Township Supervisor Tom Yack, who 
named Demopoulos to the planning 
commission post with the approval of 
the board of trustees, said Demopoulos 
has always been professional in his 
approach and has been an asset to the 
ZBA. 

"The ZBA is tough duty," Yack said. 
"You're usually saying no to people. 
What I like about him is he's calm, cool 
and collected in dealing with people." 

Yack said the ZBA experience should 

see 

11 victim 
struction management, in a skilled 
trade apprenticeship or other trade-
related fields. It is open to students 
enrolled at vocational/trade schools or 
other appropriate institutions. 

The Canton Historical Society/Robert 
Boyer Scholarship is for students; 
majoring in history-related programs 
at Michigan colleges and universities. 
Noricks said someone studying art his-
tory or planning to be a history teacher 
would qualify. 

"The goal is to be true to the desire of 
the donor but make it wide enough to 
a t t rac t a good field of applicants," 
Noricks said. 

All told, 17 different scholarships 
and grants totaling $22,600 will be 

Please see TRIBUTE, A 4 

Circumstance, then pomp 
World, War II veteran Charles Phillips 
finally gets his high school diploma 

BY TONY BRUSCATO 
STAFF WRITER 
tbruscato@oe.homeeomm.net 

Two years ago, Charles Phillips was 
celebrating his granddaughter's high 
school graduation when he put on her 
cap and tassel. 

"This is the closest 111 get to wear-
ing these," he commented to family 
members, 

Phillips, 77, quit Plymouth High 
School in 1943, during his junior year, 
to join the Marine Corps. 

"Two of my friends and I went to see 
The Shores of Tripoli at the Penn The-
atre and decided we would join the 
next day," remembers Phillips. "It 

was the thing to do at the time." 
Phillips spent the next three years 

in the Marine Air Corps, transporting 
wounded soldiers and supplies, 
throughout the South Pacific, flying to 
places like Iwo Jima and Okinawa. 

After his military stint, Phillips took 
a job at Ford Motor Company, before 
eventually spending 38 years at the 
told Burroughs company in Plymouth 
Township (now Unisys) as a quality 
engineering analyst. 

"I didn't really worry about not hav-
ing a high school diploma when I got 
to Burroughs," said Phillips. "It was 
steady work, and the pay was pretty 
good. I gained a lot of experience from 

of hard knocks." 
As time went on though, Phillips, 

now a Garden City resident, thought 
more and more about that high school 
diploma. 

"In the latter years, the people I was 
working with aU had college degrees," 
he said. "Here, I didn't even have a 
high school educat ion and I was 
telling them what to do. You feel like 
a second-class citizen." 

One day, while l i s ten ing to the 
radio, his son, Ron, of Livonia, heard 
about a program called Operation 
Recognition, in which veterans who 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

So proud: Charles Phillips, 
left, of Garden City shows 
off his high school diploma 
he got with the help of his 
son, Ron of Livonia. 
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Builder reports 
theft at home site 

Condos from page A1 

Another construction site was 
the victim of a thief or thieves 
over the weekend. 

An employee of. the company 
building a house in the 49000 
block of Fifth Avenue told police 
workers left the site at 4:30 p.m. 
Friday, Feb. 22, and returned-at 
8 a.m. Monday, Feb. 25, 

Someone had apparently 
entered the house through the 
at tached garage a removed 
building materials and equip-
ment from a front room. 

Missing were four drywall 
benches, four extension planks, 
two industrial kerosene heaters 
and a lock and chain. 

The total value of the mer-
chandise was given as $2,630. 

Theft from garage 
A resident of the 400 block of 

North Lotz reported to police 
that he was in Florida from Jan. 
12 until Feb. 20. 

COP CALLS 

When he returned home the 
lock was missing from his 
detached garage and it had been 
broken into. 

Missing items included a gen-
erator, two chain saws, a weed 
cutter, an edger, two grinders 
and a power drill. 

The items were valued at more 

Car break-in 
A resident reported to police 

Monday that someone broke into 
her car while it was parked on 
the Canton High School staff 
parking lot. 

The thief cut the connector 
wires to the passenger side turn 
signal and removed the signal. 

The passenger side headlight 
was broken in the process. 

- Jack Gladden 

After the board's action, 
Supervisor Tom Yack told Smith 
he was pleased with the project.1 

"I think some of us never 
thought that the consolidation of 
properties in that area would 
ever take, place," Yack said. "In 
some cases there were parcels 
there that were less than well 
maintained and were not an 
asset to the community at all. 
Adding condominiums there and 
actually being in control of the 
maintenance of the facility will 
really benefit the entire commu-
nity." 

In other action, the board 
approved the purchase of an 
electronic entrance sign for Vic-
tory Park, the former Canton 
Softball Center on Michigan 
Avenue. 

Leisure Services Director Ann 
Conklin told the board the sign 
will be similar to the one in front 
of the township administration 
building on Caiiton Center. 

She said the sign would allow 
Victory Park, which houses three 
separate facilities, to advertise 
events and activities at the cen-
ter. 

She said that while Arctic 
Edge and High Velocity, which 
have facilities in the park, will 
not contribute money toward the 
purchase of the $46,000 sign, the 
township is negotiating for an 
exchange of services. 

She said she anticipates the 
township will receive "time" in 
each facility for community pro-
grams and events. 

Planning from page A1 

prove useful in working with the 
planning commission. 

"I'm very pleased with th%-
appointment by the board of 

CLARIFICATION 
A story in the Feb? 10 Canton 

Observer incorrectly spelled the 
name of Ray Berta, one of the 
people working to restore 

Penney Farmhouse on Joy Road. 
The story also should have listed 
Terry Penney as the son of Avery 
and Madeline Penney. 

Got Hair? 
Bio Age Has Solutions 

Bio flge Clinic introduces...Medical hair 
removal for all shin types and hair 
colors. A unique approach to truly 
meeting your hair removal needs. 

Program includes: 
® Laser Hair iemovcsl • Vonlqua Prescription Therapy 

• Microwave Stair Removal (blond*, gray, red hair) 

Demopoulos said, 
I look forward to continuing 
working for the township of Can-
ton and to help maintain its 
progress and development which 
has continued for many years. 

"There's a lot of people who 
don't want to see certain kinds of 
development in Canton and we 
have to respect their point of 
view." 

Among his community activi-
ties, Demopoulos is on the board 
of directors of the Canton Soccer 
Club and is tournament director. 

That's no small job. Last year, he 
said, the club drew 321 teams 
from Michigan and the Midwest 
for the annual tournament. 

He also serves on the Recre-
ation Advisory Commission, a 
group he says helps the town-
ship achieve its goals in recre-
ation and leisure services. 

The commission is made up of 
people from different parts of the 
township, representing various 
recreation and cultural areas. 

"I'm kind of the soccer guy," he 

He and his wife have two chil-
dren, a son, 11, and a daughter, 
8, both soccer players. 

am 
a g e 

Aesthetic Laser & Shin Care Clinic 
137 CadyCenter • Downtown Northville 

2 4 8 - 4 4 9 - 2 8 5 0 
yjUIUJ.bfOQ9ecIlnicS.com 

M 
NEIL ANCHILL 

I'm Your 

Neighborhood 
State Form Agent 

Call me for all your insurance needs. 

734-459-8810 
Goiden Gate Shopping Center 
8557 N. Lilley Rd. Canton 
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.® 
jStateJjaxi^ 
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% PENM A Mfft 1 PENNY i HtH* 
ATTEND AN M W M i f f @§@§ 

• Visit u s on SATURDAY, M A R C H 2» 2002, fo r your 

chance to purchase "A Penny A Kiss, A Penny A Hug". 
This figurine includes a real penny embedded in its base. 

mm -
* * 

• Precious Moments Collectors' Club Members only 
3 ways to receive your FREE Club Exclusive piggy 

(while supplies last) 
With Precious Moments purchase of $25 or more 

or 
When you sign up for the Precious Moments Collector's Club 

or 
When you renew your current membership 

CHRIS' HM1JMARK 
Southgate Shopping Center 

Eureka & Trenton 
Southgate 

7 3 4 - 2 8 5 - 0 5 2 2 

Cherry Hilt Marketplace 
Merriman & Cherry Hil! 

Westland 
734-326-6520 

Coventry Commons 
Joy & Morton Taylor 

Canton 
734-207-7776 

Riverview Commons 
Fort & Sibley 
"Riverview 

734-479-1120 

hQfCs00 

C A N T O N 6 
Ford Rd IMIiaW.of 1-275 

IS4JW Family Twumm 4-6gm daiftj 
SS.OO Kids ail s h o w s H44-FI LM 

S&SO DAILY Matinees ti l 4pm & Seniors 

S B . 7 8 S t u d e n t s & L a t e 
8 7 . 9 0 Evenings 

Unl imited Free Drink & .2Se Corn Refilta 

Ojl»*e Air M 

smtwnms 2/24-2/28 
O QKEH V THE MME9 (R) 
12:20,2:40,4:50,7:05,9:20 
OJOMQ(PG-13) 
(SUN 11:35) 2:00,425,6:50.9:15 

(SUN 11:10) 1:15,3:15,5:15,7:20,9:30 
0 RETtffiS TO BEVEfUMJ <G) 
(SUN 11:00) 1:00,3:00,5:®, 6:45,8:45 
1 Mi SAM (PG-13) 9:00 PM 

ĈOLLATERAL DAMA8S (R) 
12:00,2:20,4:40,7:30,9:45 
SSBW8S(PG5 
12:10,2:30,4:55,7:00 

I wllh $1.50 (1/2 price) purchase 
buttery popcorn j of 4602. bag of 

l 

BYTONYBRUSCATO 
STAFF WRITER 
tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net 

Former Pioneer Middle School 
principal Tom Owens pleaded no 
contest to a charge of indecent 
exposure in connection with an 
Aug. 15 incident in Hines Park. 

Jury selection was expected to 
begin Tuesday in 16th District 
Court in Livonia. However, the 
no-contest plea was presented to 
and accepted by Judge Robert 
Brzezinski. Sentencing is sched-
uled for March 18. 

The plea comes more than a 
month after the Plymouth-Can-
ton Board of Trustees approved 
a settlement with Owens, who 
had been suspended with pay 
since the incident. Under terms 
of the Jan. 22 agreement, Owens 
will be a consultant to the dis-
trict through June 30, working 
on several Educational Services 
Department special projects. At 

that time, Owens will accept the 
buyout package being offered to 
administrators in the district. 

However, unl ike the nine 
other administrators who are 
receiving a $60,000 payout over 
eight years, district officials said 
Owens' deal will give him a "net 
present value" lump-sum pay-
ment of $42,500. 

Owens, principal at Pioneer 
for five years, was arrested in 
the Levan Knoll area of Hines 
Park in Livonia for allegedly 
exposing himself to an undercov-
er Wayne County she r i f f s 
deputy. 

His attorney, John Allen of 
Detroit, said earlier the financial 
settlement with the district was 
reached "because there were 
members of the Board of Educa-
tion and Central Office Adminis-
tration who did not want him to 
continue as an employee of the 
district." 

CARRIER OF THE MONTH: CANTON 
Colin Macleod, 12, is the Can-

ton Observer's Carrier of the 
Month of February. The son of 
Colin and Mary Macleod, he has 
one sister, Allison 16. 

A seventh-grader at Discovery 
Middle School, his favorite sub-
jects are art, history and sci-
ence. His plans include attend-
ing school to become a paleontol-

He enjoys skating, soccer, 
and video games. He 

has won numerous soccer 
awards. 

What he likes the most about 
his route is the kind people he 

9 

He feels being a carrier for the 
Observer Newspapers has 
taught him responsibility. 

If you w a n t t o be a Canton 
Observer carr ier , p lease ca l l 
734-592.-0500 Colin Macleod 

SHURGARD OF CANTON SOUTH 
Notice is hereby given that the entire contents of the following storage 
unit(a) will be sold to the highest bidder by way of open bid on: FRIDAY, 
MARCH 8th, 2002, a t approximately 9:30 a.m. a t Shurgard Storage 
Center 45229 Michigan Ave., Canton, MI 48188(734)398-5416 
UNIT #1005 - HAROLD WILBURN- Misc. boxes: clothing; coolers. 

UNIT $1011 - CECIL FRANCIS- Children's toys; tool box; household 
items; misc. boxes. 

UNIT #4105 - LOIS BARNHILL- Couch and loveseat; misc. household 
items. 
Publish: February 21 and 28,2002 

Got Veins? 
Bio Rge Has Solutions 

Bio flge Clinic introduces... 
a simple uiay to remove 
red & blue spider veins. 

Program includes: 
• laser Vein Correction (No downtime) 

• Sclerotherapy 

Aesthetic Loser & Skin Core Clinic 
137 CadyCenter • Downtown Northville 

a g e 2 4 8 - 4 4 9 - 2 8 5 0 
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T A X P R E P A R A T I O N 
BarStone Financial Services LLC 

41116 Five Mile Rd. • Plymouth, MI 48170 ; M i l e K d . • n y m o u t n . 

743.420.TAXX(8299) 

wlax Deadline is approaching, Come to BarStone and have your return 
* professionally prepared today by CPA's at reasonable prices: 

• 1040 with a Schedule A 
* (Itemized Deductions)starts at $75 

• E-filing Available 
• Year-round CPA on staff 

Special Offer $10 off during the month of March 20021 

$ </>. 

The following products are also available: 
• Mortgages: check-out our low rates! 
• Accounting and Bookkeeping 
• Accounting software implementation 

D A V C P A T O N I 

FREE 
COMMUNITY WORKSHOP 

on 

FIBROA u TA 
Natural Solutions to a Miwndkmtood Condition 

Mm you suffering §mm t 
F t t f i g a e * - ^ - . i u e d A c h e s 

• G a i n u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f t h e c a u s e s o f t h i s s y n d r o m e 
• L e c r n n o - d r u g s o l u t i o n s 

TUESDAY, MARCH 5 , 7 $ m R M . 
CANTON SUMMIT-ASH ROOM 

4 6 0 0 0 S u m m i t P a r k w a y {off C a n t o n C a n t e r f K t e t L i b r a r y ) 
Canton, Ml 48188 ^ 

S e e d i n g S m i l e d t o t h e f i r s t 3 0 c a l l e r s ! 
734.207*7770 * ^ 

Speckzrs-Or, Mox&ss tfikz cod IceAV Rcpwsentativs Hssror Hcfrtnc" 

mailto:tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net
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starting in fall 
BYTEDD SCHNEIDER 
STAFF WRITER 

, tschQeider@oe.homecomm.net 

Biology will be a requi red 
course for all Belleville High 
School ninth-graders beginning 
next fall. 

F reshmen are cur rent ly 
offered a choice of biology or 

: physical science to fulfill their 
first-year requirement. 

The new requirement calls for 
ninth-graders to take either biol-
ogy or college placement (CP) 
biology. In 10th grade, students 
would take either physical sci-
ence, chemistry or CP chemistry. 

The change, approved by the 
Van Buren Public Schools board 
Monday, is at l eas t par t ly 
intended to boost MEAP scores 
for non college-bound students, 
said Raymond Gross, district 
director of instruction, "I think 
you could say that was one of the 
major reasons, but not necessari-
ly the focus," Gross said. 

"The -sc ience depa r tmen t 
looked sjji a number of factors." 

Belleville science teachers sur-
veyed atea high schools, looking 
at both curriculum and objec-

! tives in those districts. They also 
; wanted to more closely match 
the Vai* Buren curriculum to the 
district's Career Pathways ini-

: tiative, which helps prepare gen-
; eral students for jobs, including 
those in science-related fields 
like health care. 

< The science department rec-
; ommondation said adopting the 
change woulS "focus on the sci-
ence education needs and inter-
ests _bf our general students in a 
way few other schools do." 
; The recommendation noted 
that^75 percent of the 122 BHS 
students who received the MEAP 

VAN BUREN 

science endorsement in the class 
of 2000 (the last year for which 
statistics are available) took at 
least two years of CP science. 
The overall science endorsement 
rate was 31 percent of the 390-
member senior class. 

The board voted 6-0 to approve 
the change. Trustee David Peer 
was absent. 

"Anything that makes schedul-
ing simpler at the high school 
and allows students to take what 
they wan t to t ake is a good 
move," added Trustee Martha 
Tcth. 

The district will have to pur-
chase new textbooks to accom-
modate the change at a cost of 
about $15,000, Gross said. The 
money had already been budget-
ed in the textbook fund, h 

In other action Monday, 
board: 

• Approved the resignation of 
Marian Niner, district director of 
business. Niner chose to leave 
for personal reasons after work-
ing with the administration for 2 
1/2 years , said Louise 
Williamson, Van Buren person-
nel director. Williamson said the 
a consultant already working 
with the district will "handle 
those dut ies" unti l the job is 
posted and filled. 

• Revised its bylaws to reduce 
the number of board standing 
committees from seven to six, 
eliminating the support services 
committee. ThW language adopt-
ed by the board reiterates that 
no action can be taken at com-
mittee meetings, even if a major-
ity of the board attends. 

They love Hulsing 

A 

Getting hawkish: Hulsing Elementary School par-
ent Dana Leja and his son, Andrew, show off their 
Valentine's Day gift to the school, a special ice carv-
ing of the school's hawk mascot. 

Carver at work: Hulsing students watch Dana 
Leja carve his gift to the school. Leja also 
appeared as a carver at the Plymouth Internation-
al Ice Sculpture Spectacular in January. 

Diploma from page A1 

left high school to serve their 
country could get a diploma. 

"My dad tr ied to take some 
classes at Wayne State to get his 
diploma, but with working and a 
family it just didn't work out," he 
said. "This was something I 
really wanted for him." 

Ron did secure a diploma from 
the program, out of Placer Coun-
ty, Calif. But he took it a step 
further. 

He found out about a bill in 
the Michigan legislature tha t 
would honor veterans the same 
way. Ron talked to several law-
makers, followed the bill as it 
worked i ts way through the 
House and Senate, and got his 
wish as it was finally signed by 
Gov. John Engler in December. 

The next step was to get the 
diploma in time for his father's 
77th birthday celebration sched-
uled for Feb. 24. 

Ron Phillips convinced the Ply-
mouth-Canton Board of Educa-
tion to take up the issue at its 
Feb. 12 meet ing. Trus tees 
approved the policy to award 
diplomas to veterans, waived the 
second reading and adopted the 
resolution. The district, along 
with giving Phillips his diploma, 
tossed in the mortarboard and 

• Ron talked to several 
lawmakers, followed 
the bill as It worked Its 
way through the House 
and Senate, and got his 
wish as It was finally : 

signed by Gov. John 
Engler in December. 

The diploma was presented to 
the elder Phillips at his birthday 
celebration with his wife, three 
children, several of his 10 grand-
children, and his newborn great-
grandchild on hand to watch. 

"It took me a while to get it, 59 
years," said Phillips. "I never 
thought I'd ever get one. It real-
ly was a surprise. 

"Now that I have one, it gives 
me a little more pride and satis-
faction," he said. 

Norma, his wife of 53 years, 
couldn't believe what she had 

just witnessed. 
"It brought tears to my eyes," 

she said. "It was really touch-
ing. It's never too late to get a 
diploma." 

His daughter, Lori McGuire pf 
Garden City, believes veterans 
deserve to get their diplomas for 
serving their country. 

"Even though he didn't talk 
about it much, I knew how 
important it was to him," she 
said. "He has more knowledge 
and wisdom than many people 
with college degrees. He's a very 
intelligent man. He just lacked 
the diploma to say so." 

Phillips, despite not having his 
diploma, has always known the 
importance of getting an educa-
tion. 

"I stressed to my kids that if 
you don't get a good education, 
you'll end up running a punch 
press or something," he said. 

"I know how important educa-
tion is for him because he 
stressed it to me all the time," 
said Ron Phillips, who has both 
an MBA and a degree in indus-
trial engineering. "There was no 
doubt I was going to school to get 
a good job." 

Next on the agenda for 
Charles Phillips: Getting his col-

"I'm deciding where to go," he 
said with tongue-in-cheek, 
"Notre Dame or Michigan." I 

Observer Classifieds sell! 

Merri-Ssvm TYains, Noddies 0 Collectibles 
Store-Wide Sale 
fB - 50% off 

E v e r y t h i n g in the S t o r e ! ' S a l e Good Tub . 2 6 -- IVIar. 9 
Slfin Mi;r.iniinn ilisconnl iitir ilimi. iixclmii.'s somr; new Lionel ;iml items i i l r c i i i f y s.ili; prici! 

C m 

, BUY . SELL 
TRADE 

Trains of all gauges, expert 
repairs, construction supplies, 
wooden railways, plastic kits. 
Hours: Tues.-Thrus. 11am - 7pm; 

19155 Merriman at 7 Mile • Livonia 
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OUTL-ET 

BUY MORI, SAVE MORE! 

Carpet that fits your style. 
And your lifestyle. 

limited time only. 

$ 
5 off 1 0 off 
any *25 purchase any $45 purchase 

$ 
1 5 off 
any$60 purchase 

Save with the B.O.S.S. card. Ask for detai 

Bloomf ie ld • 2 1 2 7 S. Telegraph Rd. • (248) 745-2929 
Canton • 44610 Ford Road • (734) 254-0763 
C l a w s o n • 1203 W . 14 Mile Road • (248) 435-3089 
D e a r b o r n He igh t s • 26468 Ford Road • (313) 730-9223 
F a r m i n g t o n • 33033 Grand River Road • (248) 442-6399 
Roya l O a k • 205 S. Main Street • (248) 399-0405 
Ste r l ing H e i g h t s • 33389 Van Dyke • (810) 795-2308 
Troy • 835 E. Big Beaver Road • (248) 526-9732 
W a r r e n * 26035 Hoover • (810) 758-7072 

Great Books. Great Prices 

Have you visited YOUR Borders Outlet lately? 

The lush, soft style and decorator palette you've 

always wanted. The durability your lifestyle demands. 

We put it all together - in Wear-Dated IF. 

LEES FOR LIVING 
Start ing at... S 1 . 9 9 sq. ft. 

Installation Available 

Fabulous selection of 40 colors to choose from 25-Year wear-and stain warranty. 

/ , i 
INDEPENDENT 

Tr, CARPET ONE 
w 

FOBD RD. 

- i_—% MARGU!: m 
- i_—% 

CHERRY W-
-

« s PALM R 
- 2 1 

'pemtdy Oumed £ Since t944 
1400 N. Wayne Road • Just N . of Cherry Hill • Westland • 734-729-6200 

manufacturer's warranty for details. Wear-Dated® is a registered trademark of Soiutia Inc. Solutia makes fibers not carpet-

mailto:tschQeider@oe.homecomm.net
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CANTON CONNECTION 
Family nights at Summit 

Summit oil the Park is planning some special 
weekend activities for teens and families. 

Teen Night, from 7:30-10 p.m. Friday, Feb. 22, 
will feature games, a DJ and other activities for 
$4 per person. Tickets are on sale at the front 
desk of the Summit. 

Dive-in Family Movie Night, from 6:30-9 p.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 23, offers a twist on the drive-in 
movie concept. Guests will watch a new, age-
appropriate movie on the screen while they float 
on tubes, rafts or lounge on deck at the Summit 
aquatic center. 

The first 60 paid guests to arrive will receive 
tubes. Cost is $4 per person. Tickets are limited. 

Call 394-5460 for information. 

Lions want you 
The Canton Lions Club, the fastest growing 

service club in Canton, is looking for new mem-
bers. 

Lions Club International is a worldwide orga-
nization dedicated to helping blind and deaf peo-
ple. 

The Canton Lions have several ongoing efforts 
in the area, and stress social opportunities for 
members as well. 

The Canton Lions meet the second and fourth 
Monday of each month. The fourth Monday 
meeting is a dinner, social meeting featuring 
guest speakers. 

grown 
two years ago to 50 today. Bob Boyer is the presi-
dent. 

If you would like more information or would 
like to join the Canton Lions Club, call Boyer at 
(734) 495-1342 or Membership Chairman Pat 
Williams at (734) 358-4280. 

School direction 
Residents of the Plymouth-Canton Community 

Schools will have an opportunity to give the 
Board of Education input on what makes suc-

Trustees will listen to public comments on 
urday, March 9, from 9-11 a.m. at Discovery Mid-
dle School, located at 45083 Hanford in Canton. 
Board members will be listening to comments, 
but won't debate issues at this meeting. 

Good as gold 
The lifeguard staff at Summit on the Park has 

earned a Gold National Aquatic Safety Award for 
2001 from Ellis & Associates, an aquatic risk 
management firm. 

The award is given to facilities that exceed the 
stringent safety criteria measured in facility 
audits, administrative policies, incident reporting 
and in-service training. 

This marks the sixth consecutive year that the 
Summit's aquatic staff has been recognized for 
exceeding safety certification. 

WAGENSCHUTZ 
LAWN SPRAYIN 

. 1 0 

jf "The Lautn Specialist 
FREE ESTIMATES! 

Seasonal and single application programs are 
available. We use a combination of liquid and 

granular fertilizer throughout the year. 
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PLYMOUTH 
COMMUNITY 

COUNCIL 

P R E S E N T S 

DENIM 
and 

nner 
SATURDAY, MARCH 2, 2002 ® 5:30 P.M. - MIDNIGHT 

ST JOHN'S CONFERENCE CENTER 
5 MILE and SHELDON 

Live and Silent Auction with Music and Dancing 
Featuring the fantastic musical talents of 

T h e R a i s i n P i c k e r s 
(Sample their sound at www.raisinpicker.com) 

$65 - PCAC Members Q $75 all others 

Tables of 10 for a served dinner 

Dress: From Western to formal wear and rhinestones to diamonds (your choice) 

Plymouth Community Arts C o u n c i l , 744 N . Sheldon R o a d (at Junction) 

Food, Refreshments; Items for Bidding 
FREE to those who have purchased tickets to Denim and Diamonds @ Others: $10 

PLYMOUTH 

C O M M U N I T Y 

Limited scaling, reservation deadline February 18 

TICKETS: 734-416-4278 

COUNCIL 

Major credit cards accepted 
Print Sponsor: Observer Newspapers 

Tribute 
awarded this spring. The msgori-
ty are available to students liv-
ing in either Plymouth or Can-
ton. Four of the grants are 
reserved for Canton residents 
only. 

Yazaki North America is con-
tinuing its $3,000, four-year 
renewable grant for students 
attending a Michigan school. 
Grants are awarded each year to 
one male and one female high 
school senior. 

The deadline to apply for the 
scholarships is April 12. 

Applications are available 
from the foundation office on 
Michigan Avenue at Sheldon 
Road, at the Plymouth and Can-
ton libraries, the Canton Cham-
ber of Commerce office, guidance 
counselors' offices at Salem and 
Canton High Schools and from 
local parochial schools. 

Noricks said plans were under-
way this week to make the appli-
cation form available on Canton 
Township's Web site, www.can-
ton-mi.us 

Scholarship opportunities 
Here is the l ist of Canton Community Education Grants available 

for 2002 . For individual scholarship requirements and other detai ls, 
call the Canton Community Foundation, (734) 398-5000. 

For Canton applicants only: 
B Canton Business and Professional Women - S300 maximum, up to two 

available. 
S Canton Chamber of Commerce Grant- $500, two available. $ 
B Canton Historical Society/Robert Soyer Scholarship - $500, one available. 
8 Yazaki North America, inc. Grant - $3,000 scholarship, renewable for four 

years, two available. ' 

$500, 

For Canton and Plymouth Applicants: 
B Bayer's Meat Processing, Inc. Scholarship - $500, one available. 
a Canton Community Foundation/Eastern Mfchlgt 

four available. 
B Canton Community Foundation/Lawrence Technological 

$1,000, two available. 
a Canton Community Foundation/Schoolcraft Coiiego Grant - $500, two 

available. • 
a Canton Community Foundation/University of Michigan-Dearborn Grant -

$500, two available. 
? - $500, one available. 

Rosin/Canton Community Foundation Grant - $500. three available. 
Ciub of Plymouth Canton Breakfast Grant - $500, one available. 

B Penelope Hope Kiel Scholarship - $500, one available. 
B President's Student Service Scholarship - $1,000, three available. 
B Regal Construction, ins. Scholarship - $500, one available. 

$1,000, one available. 
L Whalen Memorial Scholarship - $500, one available. 

",r 

Supervisor headlines Read Across America 
In Washington D.C., they get 

Garth Brooks and the First 
Lady, Laura Bush. In Vero 
Beach, Fla., it 's the L.A. 
Dodgers. 

At the Canton Public Library, 

the headliner for the fifth annual 
Read Across America celebration 
will be township Supervisor Tom 
Yack. 

Yack, local dentist (and library 
board member) Dr. James Gillig, 

Got The Blues? 
Bio flge Has Solutions 

Medical Light 
eliminate the effects of 

Disorder, Jet Lag, Stress and 
restores natural energy levels. 

Program includes: 
& Color Therapy • m 

• Dry Sauna Heat » 
• Pull 

Drainage 

Aesthetic Laser & Skin Care Clinic 
I mm 137 CadyCenter • Downtown Northville 
S W 2 4 8 - 4 4 9 - 2 8 5 0 a g e u f u i u i . b i o o j M c l i n l ^ c o f f l 

and uniformed representatives of 
the Canton Police and Fire 
Departments have volunteered 
to read their favorite children's 
books aloud on Thursday, Feb. 
28 as part of the nationwide 
reading motivation and. aware-, 
ness program, sponsored by the 
National Education Association 
(NEA). 

From 7 p.m. until closing, the 
four guest readers will perform 
on the half-hour. ; 

Children of all ages are wel-
come to at tend. There is no 
charge, and advance registration 
is not required. 

Although "Read Across Ameri-
ca" is normally celebrated on 
March 2 (Dr. Seuss' birthday), 
this year's participants are being: 
encouraged to celebrate on what-
ever day fits best with their cal-
endar. 

For more information on Read 
Across America at the Canton 
Public Library, contact the Chil- -
dren's Library at (734) 397-0^99. 

For fur ther information on.;, 
activities nationwide, visitrtlie i; 
Web site a t www.nea.org/,-
readacross/ 

SOLID OAK 
N o w 50% Off 

A MIDWEST 
TRADITION 

with a 42" pedestal table. Has 1 
18" leaf, 4 matching bow back 

chairs, and with a 10 year chair 
warranty. 

5 PIECE SET 
REG. $1399.00 

SALE
 $69900 

10 YEAR 
CHAIR WARRANTY 

Timeless beauty... 
Enduring Value 

with a 42x60 table, 
2-12" self storing leaves, 
large bow back side chairs. 

7 PIECE SET 
REG. $2399.00 

SALE $119900 

D O NOT PAY FOR ONE FULL YEAR! 
NO DOWN PAYMENT - NO INTEREST _ NO PAYMENTS TILL 2002 

$1000 MINIMUM PURCHASE WITH APPROVED CREDIT 
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OBITUARIES 
P. KRAVEZ 

Services for William Kravez, 
55, of Canton, were held Feb. 26 
at St. Thomas a'Becket Catholic 
Church with the Rev. C. Richard 
Kelly officiating. 
• Mr. Kravez was bora May 15, 
<1946 in Detroit and died Feb. 23 
;in Canton. He was employed by 
;Ford Motor Company. He was a 
ve t e ran of t he Vietnam war , 
serving in the U.S. Navy. He 
was a member of St. Thomas 
a'Becket Catholic Church. 

He was preceded in death by 
his father, Constantine Kravez. 

Survivors include wife, Chris-
tine E. Kravez of Canton; daugh-
ter , J i l l M. (Wade) Holton of 

* South Lyon; daughter, Tracy J. 
(Phillip) Franklin of Westland; 
son, Bill J r . Kravez of Canton; 
mother, Olga Kravez of Troy; 
;and s i s te r , Joanna (Gerald) 
jBayer of Troy. 

Memorial contributions may 
be made to Hospices of Henry 
Ford, Plymouth Office of Philan-
thropy, 1 Ford Place, Suite 5A, 
Detroit, MI 48202. 
; Arrangements made by Ver-

Funeral Home. 
(BUSTER) WALKER 

Services for James Walker, 75, 

[
jre held Feb; 23 at Frenchtown 
issionary Baptist Church in 

Monroe. 
Mr. Walker died Feb. 20. He 

was a proud deacon of French-
town Missionary Bapt i s t 

t Church. r. 
Survivors include wife of 54 

years, Lenore Walker; son, Gary 
(JoAnn) of Canton; son, Ron 
(Jill) Walker of St. Louis, Mo.; 
daughte r , Sherry (Yale) 
Willoughby of Fort Meyers, Fla.; 
and daughter, Robin of Kalama-
zoo; 14 grandchildren; and 13 
great-grandchildren; brother, 
Clarence Walker of Monroe; 
brother, Mack of Maynardville, 
Tenn; sister, Reba Daniels of 
New TazeweE, Tenn.; and sister, 
Hazel Kaiser of Maynardville, 
Tenn. ' 

Memorial contributions may 
be made- to the Kidney Founda-
tion. '! 

Ar rangemen t s made by 
McCabe! Funeral Home Canton 
Chapel.p 

Services for William J a m e s 
Rorick, 83, of Canton will be held 
March r l at Good Hope Lutheran 
; Church with the Rev. Lisa Ray-
jlene Barnes officiating. Burial 
•will be at Acacia Park Cemetery, 
j Beverly Hills, Mich. 
5 Mr. Rorick was born Oct. 25, 
11918 in Akron, Ohio and died 
;Feb. 24 in Saline. 
; He was a retired milkman who 
jworked for the Borden Dairy and 
IWilson Dairy Co. during his 25-
lyear career. 

Mr. Rorick came to the West-
land community from Detroit in 
1957, later moving to Canton 
Township. He was a member of 
Good Hope Lutheran Church for 

«40 years. At the church, he was 
"an usher, member of the Prime 
Timers seniors group, blood 
drive coordinator, church council 
member , lay reader and bus 
driver. 

Mr. Rorick served in the Navy 

.•THOMAS 
and Mora 20%-50% Of? 
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sfon^Sat. 10-5130 FrL 20-S 

THINKING ABOUT 

^ mmv 

UNITED . _ 
,8919 MIDD0 

ATES 

1930 
STATURE 
• LIVONIA, 

l I F J l i l i n i f S B 
ALL OLD ... 

TOY TRAINS, 
SLOT CARS 

ana 
PRE-1970 TOYS 
CalL.Merrl-seven 
Trains, Hobbies a 
; collectiblesv 
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during World War II. 
He was also an avid sports fan, 

sometimes watching two events 
at the same time. He was an 
umpire for sandlot baseball and 
at the high school lever for 40 
years. 

He was preceded in death by 
his wife, Irene, in 1986. 

Survivors include two daugh-
te r s , Ba rba ra L. (Robert) 
Washenko of Canton; and Kathy 
S. (Glenn) Buss of Chelsea; and 
five grandchildren, David, Tim 
and Daniel Washenko; and Car-
rie and Jennifer Buss. 

Memorial contributions may 
be made to Good Hope Lutheran 
Church, 28680 Cherry Hill, Gar-
den City, MI 48135. 

ROBERT JAMES BRADEN 
Services for Robert Braden, 78, 

of Plymouth will be held March 1 
at Plymouth 
Firs t United B 
M e t h o d i s t |® 
Church with 
the Rev. 
Robert Sel-
berg and the 
Rev. Deborah 
Leach offici-

Robert Braden 

will be at 
U n i t e d 
M e m o r i a l 
G a r d e n s 
Cemetery in Superior Township. 

Mr. Braden was born June 17, 
1923 in Bellefontaine, Ohio and 

died Feb. 25 in Plymouth. He 
lived in Michigan since the age 
of 12, with the exception of 12 
years spent in Long Beach, Calif. 
Mr. Braden retired as a master 
barber in 1970 and embarked on 
a full-time career as a starting 
judge for harness races at sever-
al Michigan pari-mutual tracks, 
including Northvi l le Downs, 
Hazel Park , Wolverine Race-
ways, Jackson and Saginaw and 
at county fairs in Ohio, Ken-
tucky, and Indiana. He retired 
in 1988 and was highly respect-
ed by dr ivers , s t ewards and 
management. 

Mr. Braden served in the Navy 
for four years during WWII in 
the Pacific Theater as a Pharma-

cist's Mate, Second Class. He 
was assigned largely to the 
island of Okinawa as part of a 
team at tached to the Second 
Marine Division, special aug-
mented Hospital Unit No. 8. He 
later attended The University of 
Notre Dame on the GI Bill where 
he earned a business degree. 

Mr. Braden was a member of 
the Plymouth F i r s t United 
Methodist Church, Plymouth 
Elks Lodge No. 1780 and the 
Backus Masonic Lodge 55, He 
was a member of the United 
States Trotting Association and 
a Life Member of the Michigan 
Harness Horsemen's Associa-
tion. He and Nancy were mar-
ried for 22 years. 

Survivors include wife, Nancy 
J. of Plymouth; sons, Michael 
(Ellen) Braden of White Lake,5 

James (Anita) Braden of Belton, 
Mo., and Guy (Debbie) Braden of 
Niles; step-children, David Keith , 
of Plymouth, Susan (Richard) 
Cook of Tucson, Ariz., Patricia 
(Rick) Byler of Jackson, and Bar-
bara (Edward) Underwood of 
Kailua, Oahu, Hawaii; 13 grand-
children; one great-granddaugh-
ter; and brother, Gene (Janice) 
Braden of Elkhart, Ind. 

Memorial contributions may 
be made to the Plymouth First 
United Methodis t Church or 
Hospice of Washtenaw. 

Ar rangements made by 
Schrader-Howell Funeral Home. 
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3 0 % O F F SILK SHANTUNG 
FROM ALLISON TAYLOR 
00 . sa le 40.60-47.60 

AVE 25-50% ON R E D - F A L L AND WINTER C L E A R A N C E M E R C H A N D I S E 

P L U S . USE YOUR FOR A TOTAL S A V I N G S OF 30-55% 
LADIES . JUNIORS. SHOES. ACCESSORIES AND INTIMATE APPAREL . 
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any single sale or 
red-lined clearance item. 

Valid Saturday, March 2 only. 
Take 10% off any single sale or red-lined 

Take an extra 
any single sale or 

red-lined clearance item. 5ST Cms Wffi OFT HKTiHCATES, 
COUPONS CANNOT & 

COUPON FOR SAVINGS. NOT WLI3 
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COUPON FOR SWINGS. NQTYAim Valid Saturday, March 2 only. 
'Take 10% off any single sale or red-lined 
clearance item in shoes, men's suits and 

sport coats, and small electrics 
clearance item in shoes, mens suits and 

coats, and smail electrics. 

a Parisian credit card. See an associate for details. your first day s purchases when you 

• S 0 M 0 D Y S P E Y O U 

CALL 800-424-8185 TO ORDER ANYTIME. STORE HOURS: Laurel Park Place (953-7500) open Suri.12-6, Mon.-Sat. 10-9. FOR INFORMATION call 953-7500. 
CHARGE ITS Parisian Credit Card, MasterCard, Visa, the American Express® Card or Discover®. 

LOCATED AT LAUREL PARK PLACE IN LIVONIA, CORNER OF NEWBURQH ROAD AND SIX MILE ROAD (TAKE THE SIX MILE ROAD EXIT OFF INTERSTATE 275). 
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Water, sewer issues hold 
key to township's future 

They're not the most exciting topics, 
that's for sure. 

But there's a reason stories about 
nd sewer issues have graced our 

two front pages. Taken together, 
they are perhaps the biggest factor in 
determining the future pace of develop-
ment in most communities. 

Piping in an adequate water supply 
(both water quality and pressure) and 
maintaining good storm drainage can 
play a bigger role than even zoning or 
roads. Doubters need only look west, 
where the lack of sewer lines in Van 
Buren and Salem townships has held 
developers at bay for years. We note 
that's changing though, with proposals 
for industrial/office development on the 
local agenda in both townships. 

In Canton, the water issue boils down 
to how best to handle extension of the 
water main underneath Napier Road in 
the township's northwest neighborhood. 
The extension is needed because some 
residents have had problems with wells. 
It's partially a health and safety issue, 
said Tom Casari, township engineer. 

But some residents are concerned that 
placement of the new pipe, on the east 

side of the road, will adversely affect 
flora and trees that help give Napier its 
Natural Beauty Road designation. "We 
say put it in the center of the road," said 
Cheryl Suppnick of the Northwest Can-
ton Homeowners Association. 

Casari countered that Wayne County 
typically won't allow a water line down 
the middle of a roadway. Repairing a 
break could "pretty much destroy" the 
road, he added. 

A public meeting was scheduled for 
earlier this week to discuss the project. 

Hie sewer question is more nebulous. 
Given the building boom of the last 30 
years, how can township officials ensure 
adequate capacity in coming decades? 
The Canton Planning Commission held a 
study session on the issue earlier this 
month. An earlier generation of town-
ship planners missed badly when they 
guessed southwest Canton would remain 
mostly rural agricultural. Although 
answers on both issues are difficult to 
come by, we give local officials credit for 
addressing them in advance, with public 
input. A satisfactory resolution requires 
at least that much. 

May relay doubles as fun 
event for a good cause 

It's a relay that requires virtually no 
athletic skill whatsoever. Mostly, the 
ability to walk around a short track once 
or twice an hour and then have a really 
good time. 

We're talking about the fourth annual 
Canton Relay for Life. The 24-hour walk-
a-thon is a benefit for the American Can-
cer Society. It has become one of the most 
successful fund-raisers in Canton over its 
short history. 
5 A kickoff rally for this spring's relay 
will be held 6 p.m. Thursday, March 7, at 
Summit on the Park. The event itself is 
planned for May 18-19 in Heritage Park. 
It features plenty of food, activities and 
entertainment around the clock. 

At the kickoff rally, organizers will 
explain the logistics of the relay and 
hand out team applications for interested 
participants. Teams are typioally made 

up of people who live or work in the area. 
Local companies and civic organizations, 
schools and community groups - anyone 
can join in. "It's a fund-raiser, but I don't 
like to call it that," said Debbie 
Zevalkink, community chairwoman for 
the event. aI think it's more about a com-
munity coming together to celebrate 
those who have survived cancer and also 
to remember those who did not." 

One of the most moving parts of the 
relay is a candlelight memorial vigil at 
sunset. There is also a special, survivor's 
walk. 

Last year's event raised $150,000 for 
the ACS, three times more than the first 
Canton relay collected in 1999. 

If nothing else, Relay for Life is a great 
excuse to get out and enjoy some long-
awaiting spring weather. For more infor-
mation, call Zevalkink at (734) 394-5185. 

Airport authority deal 
is the right direction 
; Wayne County commissioners are 
steamed. A deal has been worked out 
between Gov. John Engler and Wayne 
County Executive Ed McNamara to turn 
over control of the county's two airports -
Detroit Metro and Willow Run - to an 
independent authority, pending legisla-
tive approval. 

The state Senate Wednesday approved 
a bill to implement the authority. Now it 
goes to the House. 

The commission wasn't consulted. They 
wouldn't have been happy if they were. 
Under the proposal the county executive 
will appoint four of the seven members of 
the authority, the governor two and the 
commission just one. 

On Thursday, the commission voted 
11-0 to oppose the new commission and 
some of their allies in the state Legisla-
ture have vowed to work on getting more 
board appointments for the commission. 
In other words, it's politics as usual for 
the county airports. But in this case, poli-
tics has really made strange bedfellows. 

The state's top Republican and the 
state's most powerful Democrat have 
agreed on a package: Meanwhile, the pre-
dominantly Democrat commission has 
been left out in the cold. 

We always have questions about gov-
ernment policies that develop behind 
closed doors. We understand the intend-
ed imbalance in county government that 
weighs power in the county executive's 
favor, but we worry when there is so lit-
tle communication between an executive 

commission. 
The commissioners' complaints about 

the process are well taken. They also 
have strong arguments about the 
accountability of elected officials as 
opposed to appointed officials. 

Still, the prdposal has much to recom-
mend. It answers many of the complaints 
about no-bid contracts, cronyism and lack 
of appropriate oversight. The seven-
member board would have a three-mem-

!ber audit committee to review airport 

financial activities. The authority would 
be required to use competitive bidding 
and adopt policies on conflicts of interest. 
The authority would operate under the 
state's open meetings and sunshine laws. 
And, most importantly, the authority 
keeps power in the county and short cir-
cuits a state takeover of the airports. 

In the face of criticism that they hadn't 
provided proper oversight on airport con-
tracts, the county commission last year 
implemented new procedures on approv-
ing contracts. McNamara said this was 
his major motivation for agreeing to an 
authority. He said the commission's pro-
cedures are too restrictive and cumber-
some. 

From McNamara's view, the authority 
provides more flexibility than the county 
commission. Gov. Engler sees the 
authority providing more reliable over-
sight while also giving the state some 
stake in the airports' operations. 

If the proposal wins two-thirds 
approval in the Legislature it will go into 
effect immediately, giving lameducks 
Engler and McNamara an opportunity to 
leave their mark on the new authority. 
Some argue that perhaps it would be bet-
ter for the bill to pass by a simple majori-
ty, in which case the authority would be 
appointed next year, after they leave 
office. This is what the county commis-
sion is lobbying the legislature to do. 

While we have reservations about some 
aspects of the plan, such as giving the 
executive a majority of appointees, the 
problems at the airports need to be 
addressed now. We believe the public 
scrutiny that the airports have been 
under recently will be a strong incentive 
for Engler and McNamara to make quali-
fied choices. 

We regret the manner in which the 
authority plan was developed. But we 
believe that this effort by two strong-
willed politicians to work out an honest 
compromise is the right direction to go. 
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LEFT OUT IN "TUB COLD 

• Unite against 
discrimination 

I am writing in response to all the 
criticism toward the two teachers who 
support and want to educate the youth 
about being who they are, not who 
their parents and society want them to 
be. 

The issue of homosexuality has 
become more and more pressing over 
the last five years. Members of the gay 
community are pushing for supportive 
legislation, equality in the work place, 
safety in schools, and the right to be 
heard. As a result of that we have a 
new wave of homophobia that has 
been offset by the recent uprising in 
gay activism. 

My platform issue is that of today's 
homosexual and questioning youth 
mainly at the high school level. The 
teen years are possibly the most diffi-
cult in a person's life and are compli-
cated even more when the teen is 
caught in an identity crisis. These 
young people are scared, confused, 
feeling alone and unsupported or bad. 
They need a forum for expression and 
a network of support and protection. 
They shouldn't have to hide in the 
closet until they are adults. Every gay, 
bi, trans-gender or curious student 
should be able to walk down the hall 
without fear of being harassed or even 

sexuality. 
Bernadette Bourgeois 

Canton 

The way to do this is through the 
education system itself. The solution 
t h a t is tentatively being opened 
around the country is called a GSA or 
Gay Straight Alliance. This is an orga-
nization in schools involving straight 
and LGBT students as well as the 
entire student body and school district 
which promotes education to the stu-
dents and faculty, drives for safety in 
the school and community, as well as 
providing a secure environment for 
alternative lifestyle students and sym-
pathizers thereof. 

Most of the problems associated with 
gay bashing and hate crimes or homo-
phobia are the results of, mis-educa-
tion, ignorance, stereotypes, and 
superstition. Education both in the 
classroom and the community includ-
ing mandatory elements in the cur-
riculum can help to decrease the 
amount of blind hate that now runs 
rampant in our education system. 

We need training for our teachers 
(some of this is already in progress in 
some but not many schools) to handle 
situations involving sexuality issues. 
We need, for the time being, stricter 
and more rapid consequences for hate 
crimes and harassment/bashing. We 
need legislation to protect alternative 
lifestyle people from discrimination 
and hate crimes. But most of all, we 
need unity. We need a system to bring 
us all together for a common purpose, 
and that purpose is to be heard. 

Through the GSA, students are 
given a voice, and a say in their role in 
the educational system. Now is the 
time for the GSA to become part of 
every high school, for the youth of our 
gay community to come out of the clos-
et without fear, to stand up and take 
control of their lives, to live without 
fear and with a whole self-concept, to 
stand up and say they demand justice 
and it will be given to them! It is the 
time that we all unite and break down 
the doors ito city hall, to the school 
board, to the White House and 
demand the rights Americans deserve. 
If all of us work together for this com-
mon purpose and others, we cannot be 
denied. 

For the record, I am not homosexu-
al, but I support every human -not 
based on race, creed, color, religion or 

• Editorial off base 
. The Canton Observer editorial from 

Feb. 21 titled "Yack can send message 
with commission choice" could/should 
be taken one of two ways. 

Certainly the title of the article could 
be interpreted as an objective observa-
tion. However, in the first paragraph, 
the writers allude to their personal 
slant by stating: "Hie Observer strong-
ly urges Canton Supervisor Tom Yack 
to appoint a member of the township's 
minority population to fill the current 
vacancy on the planning commission. 
We don't believe in racial quotas, but 

n 

Ah, yes. That famous three letter 
word - "but." 

I have a question and a simple solu-
tion to this situation. To the question 
first. If publicly browbeating Mr. Yack 
with ink into hiring a minority candi-
date to fill the vacancy isn't setting a 
quota, then what is? 

And to the solution? Lets' try some-
thing novel for a change; how about fill-
ing the vacant position on the planning 
commission with someone who is 
QUALIFIED. Be they man or woman, 
Caucasian or not, the best person for 
the position should be appointed. 

I find the Observer's actions with 
their attempt at browbeating Tom Yack 
into making a decision based on politi-
cal correctness instead of prudent man-
agement abhorrent. Your editors 
should be ashamed, but I doubt that 
they are, as such social engineering has 
no boundaries in shame or lack thereof. 

Frank Finch 
Canton 

• Questions for district 
As many of you have probably heard, 

it looks like Gov. John Engler has put 
together a budget that will keep the 
$200 per-pupil increase for 2002-03, 
This is truly good news for our school 
district. While this news is good, there 
are still many things to be concerned 
about relative to the financing of our 
school district. 
-Here are some of the facts for the 

2002-03 financial projections as pre-
sented by the Plymouth-Canton 
schools: 

To help make the budget projections 
appear less negative, the most recent 
projections presented by the district 
removed any plans for employee raises 
during the next three years. It seems 
unlikely that we can "retain the best 
staff," as our long-range plan intends, if 
we cannot make any plans for employee 
raises. When questioned about this at a 
recent board meeting, Superintendent 
Kathleen Booher indicated that this 
lack of planning for employee raises 
would give them "more reason to get 
the RESA millage passed this August." 

This brings in to focus yet another 
reason for concern, the RESA millage 
increase being voted on this August', 
This 1.5 mil increase is being voted on, 
countywide, to provide our county 
school district with increased funding. 
If this increase is passed* it will result 
in approximately $6 million being 
raised in our district, with only about 
$1.5 million being applied to our school 
district's budget. Pay out $6 million to 
get $1.5 million. This seems to be a bad 
investment. 

Why is Dr. Booher encouraging our 
community to vote for such a blatantly 
bad deal? She may need this money to 

offset the 40 percent increase m central 
office administrative spending in the 
school district or she may just feel that 
the county needs to increase its educa-
tional revenues by nearly 80 percent! 
Whatever them reason, not very good 
investment advice from our educational 
leadership. 

Another way that Dr. Booher seems 
to be focused on raising revenue for our 
district is through schools of choic?. 
Under this model, Plymouth-Canton 
opens its schools to students from out-
side of our district. When students 
come to the district they bring per-pupil 
revenue with them, thereby increasing 
the revenue for the district. One would 
expect that this would also result- in 
some incremental additions to teaching 
staff. This is not the case under Dr. 
Booher's model. 

When asked about this, the adminis-
tration indicated that there are many 
classrooms in the district that do not 
have 25 students and that these stu-
dents from other districts could just be 
squeezed in with no increase in teach-
ing staff. Shouldn't we reduce all of our 
class sizes before taking on other stu-
dents? Class size was the number one 
concern in recent district surveys. Why 
is Dr. Booher paying such little atten-
tion to the community? 

These three issues are merely the tip 
of the iceberg. They do however affect 
every student, parent, employee and 
community member. 

Many of you may be afraid to speak 
out, stand up and once again become 
the public in public schools. Given 
what Dr. Booher has attempted to do to 
those of us who speak out, this is 
understandable. However, you must 
overcome the fear that has been created 
and get involved. You must contact 
school board members, speak out at 
board meetings, write letters to the 
papers, etc. You must not allow your 
school district to keep you in the dark. 
I am certain that the employees and 
customers at Enron wish they had 
asked more questions and gotten more 
information before it was too late and 
their "leaders" had fled. Let's not go 
down the same path. 

Mark Horvath 
Canton 

Editor's note; Mark Horvath is a for-
mer Plymouth-Canton Community 
Schools trustee. 

it increase in central 
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Right of petition slowly 
being eroded away in state 

Thank goodness lawmakers amended a bill to 
; tighten down on recalls before reporting it out of 
committee and sending it off to the full House for 

; a vote. 
Under the original wording, recalls would have 

been impossible. 
' The new standards proposed in House Bill 
5185, sponsored by Rep. Charles LaSata, will 

; already raise 
bar for recalls 

Mike Maiott 

make it more dif-
ficult for petition-
ers to achieve 
their goals. 

But the original 
version would 
have effectively 
ended any chance 
of mounting a 
successful recall 
against an elected 
official here in 
Michigan. 

LaSata does 
want to make it 
more difficult to 
recall local elected 
officials. He says 

. recalls are being abused in some communities 
and school districts in the state. He argues that 
they can have a disruptive, even "paralytic" effect 
on local government if they are used too fre-
quently or for frivolous purposes. 

What he is proposing is a new standard for 
recall votes. It would not apply to state lawmak-
ers, he said, only local officials. But when a recall 
vote is taken, recall would not only have to win a 
majority of votes at the polls to be successful, 
more people would have to vote for the official's 
removal than voted for that official in the election 
that put him or her into office in the first place. 

"Voters should not have a handful of people 
overruling their decisions, the decision they 
made in the last election about who their officials 
are going to be," LaSata said. "And voters should 
not have to keep going back to the polls." 

Now, that is a much better bill than the ver-
: sion originally proposed. Initially, it also included 
, new standards about what would be acceptable 
reasons to launch a recall. It would have also 
said recalls could only be used if the action at 
issue could not be overturned by board decision 
or if there was no other political resource avail-

clearly on the petition form. LaSata's bill would 
have required that the reasons be stated clearly 
"and truthfully." 

Now that sounds like a reasonable enough 
standard, but there is nothing in law tha t 
requires candidates to be truthful when they are 
running for office in the first place. We expect 
voters to sort out truth versus falsehood during 
the campaign. 

Getting petition wording approved under the 
clarity standard to start petition circulation is 
already difficult enough. Adding truthfulness to 
the standard would have meant anyone who 
wanted to launch a recall would essentially have 
to prove the charges in court before petition cir-
culation could begin. That would make recalls 
more of a judicial process than a political process. 

What's left in the bill may also sound innocu-
ous, that to be recalled there should be at least as 
many votes to oust the official as were initially 
cast to put him or her into office. But keep in 
mind that single issue elections, which recalls 
typically are, tend to draw a smaller turn out 
than general elections with a lot of seats on the 
ballot, which is where most of these officials get 
elected to office. 

Last year, the state Supreme Court ruled 
against the right of referendum. When state law-
makers passed the concealed weapons bill and 
tacked on money to make it an appropriation, 
they argued is was therefore immune from refer-
endum. 

Justices accepted that. In essence, they opened 
a huge loophole in the Constitution that will 
allow the legislature to keep any bill they pass 
from a referendum drive simply by tacking on a 
few dollars. 

And now lawmakers are seeking to restrict 

Currently, the reasons for recall must be stated 

The right of Michigan residents to petition for 
the redress of grievances seems to be getting 
slowly eroded away, one small piece at a time. 

Apparently, the right to petition doesn't have 
an advocacy group in Lansing or any lobbyists in 
the Capitol to speak up on its behalf. 

But these are important rights. That's why 
they were written into the Constitution in the 
first place. Michigan residents will be at a seri-
ous disadvantage in controlling their government 
if the erosion continues. ' 

Mike Maiott repc trts on the local implica-
tions of state and regional events'. He can be 
reached by phone at (810) 227-0171 or bye-
mail at mmalott@homecomnunet. 
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Questions come 
more easily in 
AIDS-ravaged Kenya 

Although HIV 
and AIDS have 
s i g n i f i c a n t l y 
affected the lives 
of citizens in vir-
tually every coun-

try in the world, the epidemic has hit Kenya 
especially hard. 

On, Nov. 25, 1999 AIDS was declared a nation-
al disaster in Kenya with over 2.5 million people 
infected with the disease, and six hundred 
Kenyans dying of AIDS-related complications 
every day. 

In the projectory of fighting HIV/AIDS, this 
day was an enormous turning point in bringing 
public awareness to a killer literally wiping out 
entire families, a generation at a time. 

Rolands Lenya, director of Nairobi's TAPWAK 
(The Association of People living With AIDS in 
Kenya), is standing on a slightly raised platform 
in the front of a lecture hall in Nairobi's National 
Library Association. 

Today he is addressing a room of predominant-
ly 20-something Kenyan males, students who 
stumbled into his presentation while taking a 
break from, studying. Lenya, a tall, potbellied 
man of about 55, gently slides his fingers down 
the wide red satin ribbon around his neck and 
grasps the red metal ribbon hanging at the end of 
his belly. 

Squeezing the ribbon, Lenya tells the crowd 
that he was diagnosed as HIV positive in 1989. 
At the time of diagnosis, he admits he was in 
complete denial of his status. He wasn't gay, did-
n't use drugs, and thought that every man 
strayed from his marriage at one time or anoth-
er. 

His message for the people gathered to hear 
him today is clear: You should not be like me, but 
if you listen to what I say, you will escape a life 
shortened by AEDS. 

After finishing most of his speech, he called on 
two employees of his NGO TAPWAK to speak 
about their experiences as people living with 
HIV. 

First, Mary, a quiet, 30-year-old single mother 
addressed the people by explaining that her hus-
band died of AIDS approximately three years 
ago, but not before he infected her, leaving her 
unsure of how long she has left to. be with her 
young daughter. 

Mary explained to the people that with AIDS, 
all dreams for herself and a future have van-

ished. She focuses on making it from day to day, 
savoring each moment with her child. 

Lawrence, a counselor at TAPWAK and a HIV 
positive male, was next to address the crowd. 
When he was transferring jobs five years ago, an 
HIV test was required for the transition. He was 
tested; however, without his knowledge and 
when the test came back positive, he was abrupt-
ly told the results without counseling or follow-
up care. 

His message for the people gathered 
to hear him today Is clear: You should 

not be like me, hut If you listen to 
what I have to say, you will escape a 

life shortened by AIDS, 

He chokes back tears as he explains to the peo-
ple how important it is to have pre- and post-test 
counseling, and for everyone, no matter how "at 
risk" they think they are, to be tested. He urges 
the people to realize that HIV/AIDS affects peo-
ple of all ages and backgrounds. 

TAPWAK and other HIV/AIDS-service related 
organizations in Kenya have exploded with visi-
tors, information seekers and most sadly, clients, 
since Kenya's President Moi declared AIDS a 
national disaster in 1999. 

The leading factors contributing to the spread 
of HIV in Kenya are the ignorance in rural areas 
of the methods of spreading HIV, wife inheri-
tance still practiced by a handful of Kenyan 
tribes, a proliferating commercial sex business, 
unsterile instruments used in traditional circum-
cision activities, and many other activities. 

But today, as Lenya and I walk out of the 
meeting, I express how surprised, although 
happy, I was to see the eagerness and openness 
with which the crowd asked questions. Lenya 
looks at me, squeezes my arm and smiles. 

"It's getting better, Sara," he said. "We can talk 
about it now. Even just five years ago ... it was-
n't like this." 

Sara Wiener is a Plymouth Salem High School 
graduate and a student at Kalamazoo College, 
She's taking part in a study-abroad program, and 
is providing occasional insights into the program 
from her adopted home in Kenya. 

BABY 'N KIDS BEDROOMS' 

UP TO 111 OFF 
KIDS BEDROOM SALE! 
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Come celebrate our up to 50% OFF Kids Bedroom Sale! 

Over 1,000 different beds ~ bunks, storage beds, trundle beds, canopies 
twin over full, plus over 5,000 pieces to match - desks, dressers, toy chests 

and nightstands. This furniture is designed to grow by 
adding new items asjrour child's needs change. 

Choose from furniture that will not only last a lifetime but for generations. 

Sale starts Feb. 25 for a limited time only! 
Also save up to 1/2 off all accessories, lamps, stools, pictures, rugs and more. 

This is the place to go to decorate your child's room. 

BABY N KIDS BEDROOMS 
Visit us at: www.babyandkidsbedrooms.com 

NEWxon STORE: 43600 Grand River (just west ofNovi Rd.) 248-349-2515 
ROCHESTER STORE: 2813 S. Rochester Rd, in Hampton Village 248-299-5010 

Open Monday thru Friday 1Q til % Saturday 10 til 6, Sunday 12 til 5 
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GIANT SPA SALE! FREE FINANCING 
FREE DELIVERY 
FREE INSTALLATION 

So good to be home! 
Servian Metro-Detroit for over 23 
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Senate OKs airport authority; commissioners angry 
B Y HUGH GALLAGHER 
STAFF WRITER 
hgaUagher@oe.homecomm,ne£ 

Kay Beard says she's as angry 
as a wet hen. 

Beard (D-Westland), vice chair 
of the Wayne County Commis-
sion, said she and the rest of the 
county commission were "blind-
sided" by the deal brokered by 
Gov. John Engler and County 
Executive Ed McNamara to turn 
control of the county's airports 
over to an independent authori-
ty. 

"It was a cozy deal between 
McNamara and Engler, two 
lameducks doing something like 
that with the hopes of having 
great influence when they're 
gone," Beard said Monday. 

On Tuesday, Beard and her 
fellow commissioners, went as a 
united group to lobby state legis-
lators. On Feb. 21, the commis-
sion voted 11-0 against the plan. 

Despite the vociferous commis-
sion objections, the Michigan 
Senate approved 26-10 Senate 
Bill 690 to implement the airport 
authority. Today McNamara was 
expected to meet in caucus with 
Michigan House members. The 
House plans to hold hearings 
today and Tuesday and may vote 
as soon as March 7. A two-thirds 
vote in the House would make 
the authority effective immedi-
ately. 

Senators voted Tuesday to 
advance the proposal, , af ter 
making a series of amendments 
offered by Sen. Loren Bennett 
(R-Canton) to tighten up operat-
ing rules for the airport. An 
amendment to give a board 
appointment to the mayor of 
Detroit was defeated. 

Key vote 
According to Aaron Keesler, 

aide to Senate Majority Leader 
Dan DeGrow (R-Port Huron), the 
key vote on immediate effect will 
likely have to wait until the bill 
comes back from the House. 

State lawmakers have been 
reviewing contracts and bidding 
procedures at the airport for the 
past 2-1/2 years. A series of 
reviews by the state Auditor 
General's office failed to find "a 
smoking gun" indicating wrong-
doing in the letting of contracts, 
but senators say a number of 
questionable practices were 

STAFF PHOTO BY B I L L ] 

United protest- County Commissioner Lyn Bankes (R-
Livonia) coffee in hand joins Commissioner Willie D. 
Hall (D-Detroit), foreground, and other commissioners 
on the bus to Lansing to lobby against the airport 
authority. 
uncovered. 

Commissioner Lyn Bankes (R-
Livonia) said she had heard that 
McNamara and Engler met at 
the World Club at Northwest 
Airlines new McNamara Termi-
nal on Feb. 15, "working out this 
deal that screws taxpayers." 

"I was supportive of the idea, 
but I'm not supportive of the way 
this is being rammed through," 
Bankes said. "I was supportive of 
an airport authority, but I 
thought we'd have time to study 
it." 

Hie deal would create a seven-
member authority. Four mem-
bers would be appointed by the 
county executive, two by the gov-
ernor and one by the county com-
mission. The airport would 
remain under Wayne County 
ownership, but all decisions on 
airport operations would be 
made by the authority. An audit 
committee within the authority 
would oversee contracts. 

In statements made after the 
deal was announced Feb. 20, 
McNamara said he was frustrat-
ed by the commission's new pro-
cedures on contracts which he 
said were restrictive. New rules 
on contracts were implemented 
following a county audit and a 
state investigation into contracts 
made by McNamara and his 
appointees operating the airport. 

McNamara said the new rules 
don't allow enough flexibility in 

awarding a contract to a higher 
bidder who can provide a better 
service. 

Local control 
Commissioner John Sullivan 

(D-Canton) said he disagreed 
with McNamara's assessment. 
Sullivan has been on the coun-
ty's airport committee for three 
years, 

"We don't always go with the 
low b i d d e r , h e said. "But the 
new board doesn't have to 
answer to anyone. They could go 
with a higher bidder and not 
have to explain. Is this really the 
best deal for the people?" 

Sullivan said his main objec-
tion to the new authority is that 
it takes away local control, espe-
cially from the people who live 
near the airport. Sullivan's dis-
trict includes the airport and its 
surrounding communities. 

"I can't say whether an author-
ity would run it better on not," 
he said. "But who would the peo-
ple be able to go through to com-
plain when there's more noise or 
more truck traffic, when they 
have no jurisdiction over it?" 

Beard called McNamara's com-
plaints about contracts 
"garbage" and said the proce-
dures were implemented because 
"of things done by the adminis-
tration with him at the top." 

"We're charged with oversight. 
I've wanted auditors at the air-

One-Day, Stress-Free 

- • Life Time! Warranty 
* Scratch Resistant 
* Easy to Clean 
* fhm Not Promote 

the Growth of Mold 
or Mildew 

• Commercial Grade 
DR/ABS Acrylic 

• Largest Selection of 
Neutral Colors and 

' Faux Marble Finishes 
in the Industry 

port for years," she said. 
The commissioners weren't 

optimistic about stopping legisla-
tion creating the authority. They 
said they will be primarily lobby-
ing to prevent a two-thirds 
majority which would make the 
legislation effective immediately. 

If the authority is approved by 
less than two-thirds, it wouldn't 
take effect until next April, 
which would keep Engler and 
McNamara from making the 
appointments. 

Keesler said the main reason 
for giving the majority of 
appointees to the executive is 
that that's how the deal was set 
up. Significant changes could 
derail it, he said. 

"Besides, the Wayne County 
commissioners have not shown 
much of an interest in the air-
port up until now," Keesler said. 
"One of the. most questionable 
contracts was one let recently 
and the board went right ahead 
and approved it." 

For most Democrats, the key is 
to retain control in Wayne- Coun-
ty, regardless of whether it is 
with the county board or the 
executive. 

"We bonded for it. We built it. 
We added the new terminal. We 
nurtured it, and now the state 
wants to take it over. No way," 
said Ken Brock, aide to Sen. 
Burton Leland (D-Detroit). 

Mike Maiott of the HomeTown 
Service contributed to this 
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(lojjcc at these Loatlions: 

Saturday, February 23 
WESTLAND 

Beehive Restaurant 
1:00 pm - 2:30 pm 
626 S. Wayne Rd. 

Saturday, March 9 
ANN ARBOR 

Sweetwaters Cafe' 
9:30 am - 11:00 am 

123 W. Washington St. 

Monday, March 11 
ROMULUS 

Jordan's II Family Rst. 
8:30 am - 10:00 am 

5845 Merriman 

Friday, March 15 . 
WAYNE 

City Bakery and Cafe' 
8:30 am - 10:00 am 

35161 E. Michigan Ave. 

Monday, March 18 
PITTSFIELD TWP 

Bob Evan's 
8:30 am - 10:00 am 
2411 Carpenter Rd. 

Tuesday, March 19 
VAN BUREN TWP 

Belle's Beanery 
8:30 am - 10:00 am 
10675 Belleville Rd. 

Saturday, March 23 
PLYMOUTH 

Three Brother's 
10:00 am - 11:30 am 

8825 General Dr. 

Monday, March 25 
YPSILANTI 
Louie's Cafe 

7:00 pm - 8:30 pm 
205 W. Michigan Ave. 
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Improve your heme 
and your loan. 

We wiii install a beautiful new DR/ABS acrylic bathtub liner 
RIGHT OVER your old damaged or worn bathtub. Your 

Uk walls, plumbing and Hooting will not be disturbed. 

USE and ENJOY YOUR 
BATHROOM THE SAME DAY! 

"I i u r l o n D i m i P r i c e s t o t h e P u b l i c " 
<1 l ( L ( i J o h n I t . • lt< I M - I - N I < ; I I H I I 1 M i l l » M j d i s n u I I I i j i l s • ' IS - S 1 IHHHI 

\ \ : i a c 11• • i'cI I i n i ' t t l n I * : i vK I h » » i i M 

> IS l - l -JIHMI <1 < W \ M H I " * I l»><10 

IIOMli I'.QUITY LiNHOi;CRi:nn 

Don't let home improvements 
take a major bite out of your 
budget A Standard Federal 
Bank Home Equity Loan 
gives you one of the best 

rates around, plus you pay no closing costs* 
and your interest may be tax deductible.** 

And it comes with a built-in bonus: A $50 
Gift Card for The Home Depot* when you 
make a draw at closing of $10,000 or more.*** 
So nail down a great rate and more. Visit 
any Standard Federal location or call 
1-877-732-8240. Standard Federal Bank. 
A new way to get there.™ 

•The APR is based on She t i as published in the "Moray Rates" section of The ttfallSlmet Journal on Itia fast publishing day ol the i 
. On January 31.2002, Prime was 4,75% and the Annual Pefeen&ge Rata (APR) on Standard Federal's Horns Equity Line of 

' ~ . . . . m o i m t and product Prime is a % 

based on the highest Prime f 
! preceding the billing cycle. I 

t products varied between 4.00% and 7.75%, depending on your approved commitment amount i 
your account will change. The maximum APR is 21%, A balloon payment will result at the end ol the te 
Credit are limited to owner-occupied 1 •A unit principal family residences and subject to no less than a second lien position on your property. Yoa must carry 
insurance on the property that secures this loan. Flood insurance required if necessary. TTiera is a $50 annual fee after the first year if you are not a Credit Exclusive® 
member. Closing costs paid by Standard Federal Sank are limited to: appraisal, title insurance, flood certification, and recording Is®, Any additional fees or conditions 
Imposed by the city, stale, or county that the subject property is I 

* 'Consult ysur tax advisor concerning the deductibility of interest. 
in will be the 

* * "Upon making an initial draw of $10,000 or more at closing on your new Standard Federal Heme Equity Une of Credit, or upon closing on your new Standard Federal 
Fixed-Rate Home Equity Loan of $10,000 or more, you will i ~ ' " " " " " " " 
expires 3/30/02. Additional restrictions may apply. The Gift Card may te considered income for tax purposes. 

a Gift Cart for The Hams Depot worth $50. Limit of one Gift Card per .Offer 

s Home Depot* is a registered trademark of Homer TLC, Inc. Federal Bank Is i ! with The i ! Depot* 

Standard 
Member ABNAMR0 Group 

standardtBd8faibank.com 

m ©2002 Standard Federal Bank HA 

SUvndan 
F e d e r a l 
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LINDA ANN CHOMIN 

Cast kicks 
up 
heels in 
'Hello Dolly' 

Jack Pierson is a busy man even 
though he retired from teaching music 
a few years ago. During the day he 
directs the Schoolcraft College Jazz 
Band, at night the music for Hello 
Dolly. Rosedale Gardens Presbyterian 
Church members and director Martha 
Kuykendall are presenting the all-time 
favorite musical about Jewish match-
maker Dolly Levi March 1-3 in Livo-

Pierson, a Plymouth resident, 
music in all its forms, especially Hello 

Dolly, the 
show stop-
per written 
by Jerry 
Herman for 
the musical 
w h i c h 
debuted on 
Broadway 
in 1964. 
P i e r s o n 
thinks the 
music and 
s h o w 
deserves a 
live band so 

Hello Dolly 
When: 8 p.m. Fri-

day-Saturday, March 
1-2, and 4 p.m. Sun-

March 3 
ire: Rosedale 

Gardens Presbyteri-
an Church , 9 6 0 1 
Hubbard at West 
Ch icago , be tween* 
Farmington and Mer-
riman roads, Livonia 

T i c k e t s : $6 , $3 
s t u d e n t s t h rough 
grade 12. Call (734) 
422-0494 

members of 
the School-

craft College Jazz Band to accompany 
the cast. Pierson strivesltosioffer stu-
dents performing opportunities when-
ever possible. After Hello Dolly closes 
Sunday, the band plays a-Community 
College Jazz Festival concert 7 p.m. 
Monday, March 4 in the Waterman 
Center on the Livonia campus. The 
program is free. For more information, 
call (734) 420-8984. 

"It's a bubbly show with familiar 
tunes like Hello Dolly, a real show-
stopper. It's the one everyone gets a 
kick out of," said Pierson. The musical 
features a variety of things with chorus 
and with men singing which is unusu-
al. There are nearly 50 cast membei 

Dancin' Dolly: Cindy Pierson 
and John Hirtzel (Horace 
Vandergelder) take a spin 
around the floor during a 
rehearsal for "Hello Dolly." 

F A M I L Y F U N 

G r 
Arts juror slices 

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN 
STAFF WRITER 
Ichomin@oe.homecomm.net 

Viewers of this year's Michigan Fine Arts 
Competition probably will walk away 
shocked but that's exactly what juror Nick 

Cave had in mind when he selected work for the 
exhibition opening Friday, March 8, at the Birm-
ingham Bloomfield Art Center. Traditionally, 
shows of this type focus on two-dimensional media 
such as photographs, prints, and paintings - flo-
rals, landscape, portraits, genre scenes, and 

The 21st annual competition/exhibition spot-
lights art meant to prod the mind or, as Cave puts 
it in his juror statement, "send electrical charges 
to the fingertips." Installations and assemblage 
abound. There are works to hang over the sofa, but 
not as many as in past years. 

Arts center executive director Janet Torno 
attributes the change to Cave, who earned a mas-
ter of fine arts degree from Cranbrook Academy of 
Art in Bloomfield Hills. In addition to teaching at 
the School of the Art Institute of Chicago, Cave 
creates visual and performance art. As in years 
past, Torno chose a juror for the competition in col-
laboration with a local gallery. Cave will be in 
town to open an exhibition of his art, Objects of 
Desire f Party Favors, at Sybaris Gallery in Royal 
Oak 5-7 p.m.* Saturday, March 9. But first he will 
perform in one of his "sound suits" Thursday, 
March 7, at the Birmingham Bloomfield Art Cen-
ter. Cave bases much of the work, a form of politi-
cal and social commentary, on his feelings about 
being a black male in America. 

"Nick Cave is a really unique artist," said Torno. 
"His sound suits are made from afghans attached 
with noisemakers and activated with movement." 

Cave selected 70-pieces from 332 entries submit-
ted for the annual competition which was original-
ly coordinated by the Detroit Institute of Arts. 
Prizes totaling more than $9,000 will be awarded 
after judging by Cave 6:30 p.m. Friday, March 8. 

"The show is fantastic, very cutting edge," said 
Torno. "I read Nick Cave's remarks and he was 
looking for things to make your spine tingle. He 
had a vision in mind that he was looking for. 

There are lots of 
installation pieces, 
inspiration pieces. I 
like the flavor of the ARTS COMPETITION 

W h a t : An 70 -p iece 
exhibit featuring a vari-
ety o f med ia by 5 3 

When: Opens with a 
recept ion and awards 
presentation 6:30 p.m. 
Fr iday, March 8 , lec-
t u r e / p e r f o r m a n c e by 
juror Nick Cave 7 p.m. 
Thursday, March 7, con-
tinues to Friday, March 
29 

Where: B i rmingham 
Bloomfield Art Center, 
1516 South, Cranbrook 
Road, north of 14 Mile, 
Birmingham. Call (248) 
644-0866 

• Compet i t ion juror 
Nick Cave will open an 
exh ib i t i on of h is a r t , 
Objects of Desire/Party 
Favors, 5-7 p.m. Satur-
day, March 9 at Sybaris 
Gal lery in Royal Oak, 
202 East Third, Royal 
Oak. The exhibit contin-
ues to Saturday, April 
2 0 . Ca l l ( 2 4 8 ) 544 -
3388 for details. 

"Many people ask 
is there Detroit art. I 
don't really see a 
Detroit aesthetic. It's 
a universal thing 
now. Because of elec-
tronic media, they 
see what's going on 
in the world and cre-
ate from this broader 
view." 

Inspired by loss 
For Brian Nelson 

it was personal loss, 
the illness and death 
of his grandfather, 
which initially 
inspired his work of 
welded steel. Indus-
trial in nature, the 
tables on wheels ref-
erence movement 
and evolved from an 
original work creat-
ed af ter a walker 
used by his grandfa-
ther. Nelson places 
an inverted drain in 
the center of each as 
a way to symbolize 
the need for a breath 

Tears for Cole: Brian Nelson created this welded stainless steel work after the birth 
of his son and the Sept 11 terrorist attacks. 

of fresh air in society. 
His newest work grew out of the birth of son his 

Cole 21-months' ago and the terrorist attacks on" 
America on Sept. 11. Nelson conveys his Tears for 
Emily and Cole in a work of stainless steel and 
carved salt, Emily refers to Emily Dickinson and a 
poem she wrote about death. The work was origi-
nally conceived for a February faculty exhibit in 
Ford Gallery at Eastern Michigan University 
where Nelson is director of the sculpture program. 

"It grew out of the Sept. 11 attacks," said Nel-

Mosaic series: Gail Rosenbloom Kaplan 
sculpted this 24- by 41-inch leather coat 
from clay. 

The observer: Helene Lubin painted 
this oil after observing an observer of a 
Paris street scene. 
son. "That's where the tear aspects came from. I 
was trying to find some place to put the grief. 
They're dramatically large size tears. Our culture 
is grieving - changing.. The attacks eliminated the 
simplicity of freedom that my son will have. 
Things are going to be much more difficult for him 
than for me." 

Pop culture 
Gail Rosenbloom Kaplan takes a lighter look at 

popular American culture. The Farmington Hills 
clay artist created a life-size leather coat for the 
Michigan Fine Arts Competition. From her Mosaic 
series, the work is like "a puzzle, carved out of a 
solid piece of clay, hollowed out and cut into 
pieces, fired separately then assembled and meant 
to be hung on the wall." Another work features a 
pair of hiking boots. 

Rosenbloom Kaplan currently has work in a 
group show at the National Building Museum in 
Washington, D.C. She earned a bachelor of fine 
arts degree from the University of Michigan. 

"Our clothes reflect our culture," said Rosen-
bloom Kaplan. "It was inspired by a long leather 
coat my daughter bought. I often look in my own 

Please see 

2 ice shows glide into Michigan 

Here they come to save the day: See 
Buzz, Woody and Andy panic when 
they learn Andy's mom is having a yard 
sale in 'Disney On Ice Toy Story 2.' 

BY LANA MINI 
STAFF WHITER 
Imini@oe.homecomin.iiet 

It's 8:45 a.m. in Los Angeles and 
two-time Swiss National figure skat-
ing champ Lucinda Ruh has already 
made a slew of phone calls and sched-
uled meetings to discuss her plans to 
set the Guineas Book of World 
Records for fasts spins — more than 
270 revolutions per minute. 

While planning that Ruh, known as 
the Queen of Spin, is on tour with 
other World and Olympic figure skat-
ing champs in Target Stars on Ice. 

The figure skating show is in its 16th 
year and coming to The Palace of 
Auburn Hills on Saturday, March 2. 
It's an ideal show for figure skating 
enthusiasts, Ruh said. 

"It's not a typical ice show," Ruh 
said. "This is fully choreographed with 
detailed costumes and very colorful 
lighting. It's fun — we aren't in com-
petition and we can just be ourselves." 

Ruh is skating with a prestigious 
line-up that includes Katarina Witt, 
Anjelika Krylova, Oleg Ovsiannikov, 
Tara Lipinski, Kristi Yamaguchi, 
Steven Cousins, Jenni Meno, Todd 

Sand and Kurt Browning. 

Toy Story 
For kids too young to 

pure figure skating, 
ent show aimed just for 
On Ice Toy Story 2 s 
through Sunday, March 

Skating mania 
Detroit as the Olympics 
shows are expected to b 
near sell-outs. 

"The shows have been 

appreciate 
s a differ-

them: Disney 
t Joe Louis 
3. 

in metro-
end and both 
s complete or 

packed every 

Please see 

Energetic: 
Olympic 
gold 
medalist 
Tara Lip-
inski will 
perform. 
at Target 
Stars on 
Ice on 
Saturday 
March 2 
at The 
Palace of 
Auburn 

PHOTO COURTESY OF BABBY MTTTAN Hills. 
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Chomin from page B1 Ice from page B1 

a lot of couples involved." 
That includes Pierson and his 

wife Cindy who plays Dolly. The 
two met 15 years ago while play-
i n g t h e l e a d in Nine a t t h e T h e -
ater Guild of Livonia Redford. 

Feel good show 
; "I've always loved the music," 

said Cindy who created her own 
costumes from "stuff" laying 
around the house. Catherine 
Elstone designed the rest of the 
1890's era outfits. "It's from the 
1960s when I was a teenager. It's 
a famous part played by Barbra 
Streisand and Carol Channing. 
Dolly loves to help people. She 
has a good heart. 

"You walk out feeling good. The 
show's very patriotic. It's very 
funny." 

John Hirtzel's character Horace 
Vandergelder adds plenty of 
humor as the shopkeeper wooing 
Dolly because "he needs someone 

to keep the place clean.3 Hirtzel's 
acted in nearly as many Rosedale 
Gardens church productions as 
his wife Marilyn who's been in all 
29 shows. Hirtzel first played a 
waiter in Hello Dolly in 1985. 

"It's fun because Horace is a 
real character," said Hirtzel. 
"Like most of the roles I play he's 
kind of a dumb idiot and I've got 
that part down but I do end up 
with the girl. It's only the second 
time in my career. 

"Thirty of those years, Marilyn 
and I have spent two months in 
the show annually." 

"It's a wonderful way to wile 
away January and February," 
said Marilyn who is in the chorus 
in addition to taking caring of 
tickets and overseeing all busi-
ness aspects of the production. 

John Niemisto agree there's no 
better way to spend the first few 
months of the year than with 
family. He, wife Ellen and daugh-

ter Katrina enjoy playing togeth-
er. Niemisto plays Cornelius 
Hackl, Ellen paints sets, and Kat-
rina sings in the chorus. The 16-
year-old is serious about theater 
and currently studying the sub-
ject in the Creative and Perform-
ing Arts program at Churchill 
High School in Livonia. 

"The most difficult part for me 
is the dancing, at 6-feet 8-inches 
tall," said Niemisto. "Cornelius is 
a 33-year old chap who on a whim 
goes to New York in search of 
love. He's 33 years old and never 
been kissed. 

"I'm enjoying it all, especially 
the people. I love the people we 
work with. It's so much fun." 

Have an interesting idea for a 
story? Call Observer & Eccentric 
arts reporter Linda Ann Chomin 
at (734) 953-2145 or send e-mail 
to lchomin@ oe.homecomm.net. 
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Star Theatres 
The World's Best Theatres 

Bargain Matinees Daily S5,00 All 
Shows Starting before 6̂ )0 pm 

Now accepting Via & MasterCard 
"NP* Denotes No Pass Engagement 
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United Artists Theatres 
Baraaln Matinees Daily, for a!! show 

starting before 6:00 PM 
Sara day atee tickets available. 

NV-no V.I.P. tickets accepted 

United Artists 

2 Blocks West of Middlebelt • 
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Water fo rd Cinema 16 
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24 Hoar Movie Line 
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CALL 77 FILMS 1551 

WE'VE TRIPLED OUR LOBBY AND 
ADDED FIVE NEW SCREENS. THE 

ONLY THEATRE IN OAKLAND COUNTY 
WITH THE NEW DOLBY DIGITAL EX 

SOUND SYSTEM AND MORE, ..CHECK 
US 001!! OUR EXPANDED PARKING 

LOT IS NOW OPEN 
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ALL SHOWS JU0 EXCEPT FRIDAY AND 
SATURDAY AFHi!6:K!PM 

$2.00 
BARGAIN TUESDAY, ALL SHOWS AFTER 

THE FIRST SHOW 

P H O T COUBTESY OF DAVE B U C K 

Owning the ice: Four-time 
World champion Kurt 
Browning joins the team 
where portions of proceeds 
help provide housing for 
families whose children 
must undergo medical 
treatment at St. Jude 
Children's Research Hos-
pital in Memphis. 

night," said Australian skater 
and comedian Kristian Ryan, a 
Flapjax Member in Toy Story 2, 
while he was in Boston. "All of 
Toy Story 2 is funny, but the 
Flapjax takes the comedy to a 
different level." . 

The nearly five minute Flapjax 
scene wasn't included in the 
motion picture of Toy Story 2, it 
was created just for the show on 
ice. 

"The Flapjax txy to show what 
can happen to your luggage at 
the airport," Ryan said. "It's 
acrobatic and funny." 

Ryan, who was also in Little 
Mermaid on Ice and a chorus 
member of Grease on Ice, said 
the show reaches a wide range of 
audiences. The story, of course, 
is about the toys from Andy's 
room — Woody, Buzz, Hamm, 
Slinky, Rex and others who are 
sent into a ,panic when they 
learn Andy's mother is going to 
have a yard sale. 

Target Stars on Ice 
While the Disney show is 

COMPARING THE SHOWS 
• DISNEY ON ICE/TOY STORY 2 
Audience: Families of all ages including children as young as 3 
Theme: A light-hearted story reproduction of the animated f i lm Tc 
Story 2 and includes an extra scene by the Flapjax comedy team. 
When: Show continues through»Sunday, March 3 
Where: Joe Louis Arena, Detroit 
Performances: 1 1 a.m. and 7 p.m. Thursday Feb. 28, 7 :30 p.m. Ft 
day March 1, noon, 4 p.m. and 7 :30 p.m. Saturday, March 2, 
p.m. and 5 p.m. Sunday, March 3. 
Tickets: $15, $18 .50 , $25 , $35, (248) 645 -6666 at www.ticta 
master.com. For show information visit www.disneyonice.com 
H igh l i gh ts : Disney fans w i l l see popu lar charac te rs l i ke Bu 
Lightyear, Woody, Wheezy the Penguin and Andy as they re-creat 
Toy Story 2 on ice . ' , • 

• TARGET STARS ON ICE 
Audience: Families. Anyone with an interest in professional figuj 
skat ing. 
Theme: A show where Olympic and World skat ing champs can dii 
play their skil ls. Professional skaters will skate solo and in teams. 
When: 8 p.m. Saturday, March 2 < 
Where: Palace of Auburn Hills 
Tickets; $37-$62 
Highlights: The line-up is packed with skating stars including Kris 
Yamaguchi, Katarina Witt, Tara Lipinski, Kurt Browning and Den; 
Petrov who strut their skating stuff to music styles like tango' an 
rock n' roll. 

lighthearted and heartwarming, 
Target Stars on Ice is more for-
mal with figure skating champs 
showing their best skills in 
choreographed routines. 

"We've created our own niche," 
Olympic champ and co-producer 
Scott Hamilton said. "We've bro-' 
ken new ground. We're building 
something." 

For Kristi Yamaguchi the 
show is a chance to bond with 
fellow skaters. 

"As professionals, we're 
expected to be on — no matter 
where the tour takes us. Having 
such incredible backup and sup-
port makes it easy to go out on 
the ice with a smile." 

Skating in Target Stars is v? 
different from competition, Bi 
added. While each perform-
skates solo, they also co2 
together and skate as a te«J» 
Ruh, who grew up in Paris fil 
Tokyo, has been skating sijfc 
she was five and said the shovs 
a career highlight. At age 8 ie . 
had a full scholarship to lie* 
Royal Ballet in London, but gfe I 
it up to pursuit skating. Se* 
doesn't regret it. i 

"It's so much fun, the energies; 
fantastic. At the show, it's a tiie: 
to invent new positions and sy; 
new things and the audience Us 
as much fun as we do,' 

Ready to 
skate: 
Olympic 
gold medal 
ist Kristi 
Yamaguchi 
joins Tara 
Lapinski, 
Katrina 
Witt, Ilia 
Kulik, Deris 
Petrovf 
Lucinda 
Ruh and 
others at the 
show. 
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DSO honors African American contributions 
BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN 
STAFF WRITER 
Ichomin@oe.homecomm.net 

Thomas Wilkins applauds the 
Detroit Symphony Orchestra for 
having the foresight to recognize 
contributions of African Ameri-
cans to classical music long 
before he came on board as resi-
dent conductor. He believes that 
for more than 20 years the Clas-
sical Roots concerts have not 
only introduced audiences to 
composers and music ians of 
African American descent, but 
also revered them as role models 
for the next generation. 

On Saturday-Sunday, March 
2-3, the tradition continues with 
a program featuring composi-
t ions ranging from Undine 
Smith Moore's Scenes in the Life 
of a Martyr to George Walker's 
Lyric for Strings. Guest soloist is 
16-year-old violinist Melissa 
White, winner of the Jun io r 
Division of the 2001 Texaco-
Sphinx Competition for young 
black and Latino string players. 
The finals take place at Orches-
tra Hall each February. 

Wilkins didn't hear a lot of 
music by African American com-
posers while growing up. Life 
will be di f ferent for his twin 

daugh te r s Nicole and Erica. 
Wilkins plays all styles of music 
for the 9-year-olds because he 
wants them "to understand the 
merits and characterist ics of 
music in any genre, to know 
what makes good music." 

"The Classical Roots concerts 
demonstrate to young African 
Americans tha t th is is some-
thing we participate in as profes-
sionals," said Wilkins who is 
buying a home in West Bloom-
field in March. Wilkins currently 
is in his eighth season as resi-
dent conductor of The Florida 
Orchestra where he now lives. 

"It's not only an entertainment 
choice but a career option. 
There's something about people 
doing things who look like you. 
It goes a long way in the hearts 
and minds of young kids. Adults, 
it reminds them that what was 
deemed a Western European tra-
dition belongs to all of us." 

Spiritual oratorio 
In addition to Saint-Saens Vio-

lin Concert No. 3 with White, 
Wilkins is especially looking for-
ward to conducting Moore's com-
position based on the life of 
assassinated Civil Rights leader 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. The 
spiritual oratorio was written in 
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Classical Roots Concerts 
What : Detroi t Symphony 
Orchestra celebrates contribu-
tions of African Americans to 
classicai music 
When: 8 :30 p.m. Saturday, 
March 2* and 3 p.m. Sunday, 
March 3 
Where: Orchestra Hali, 3711 
Woodward Ave., Detroit 
Tickets: $20-$54. Call (313) 
576-5111 
Gala: Begins 5:30 p.m. Satur-
day with a cocktail reception, 
dinner and concert followed by 
afterglow. Tickets $175. Call 
(313) 576-5119 

the late 1970s. 
"It's a major work dedicated to 

Martin Luther King and calls for 
narrative, soprano, mezzo-sopra-
no, tenor, bass, and chorus," said 
Wilkins. "The Brazeal Dennard 
Chorale will be joining us on 

It's fitting Dennard's chorus is 
on the program. Dennard is 
being honored at a gala celebra-
tion on Saturday for his dedica-

tion to the Classical Roots con-
certs he helped found. Moore will 
be honored wi th a l i fe t ime 
achievement award. Daughter 
Mary Eas te r will receive the 
honor for the late composer. 

The second annual gala cele-
bration on Saturday will raise 
money for the DSO's African 
American educational and music 
programs. Las t year 's event 
helped fund the DSO's re-release 
of t h e Black Composers Series 
featuring the DSO, conducted by 
Paul Freeman, assistant conduc-
tor of the orchestra for many 
years. Originally recorded in 
1974, the Sony CD features the 
music of Hale Smith, George 
Walker, Adolphus Hailstork, and 
Roque Curdero. 

Goal 
Newman hopes this year's gala 

will ra ise enough money to 
record works commissioned 
through the African American 
Composers Program founded by 
the DSO in 1989. The program 
assists African American com-
posers financially and encour-
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ArtSSSISl 
SPRING BREAK 

ART C A M P 
STAY IN TOWN AND HAVE AN 

ARfHSflO VAGAHON! 
MONDAY- FRIDAY, APRIL 1-5, 2002 

REGISTER NOW! 
ART CAMP IS AN OPPORTUNITY FOR CHILDREN TO COMBINE 

CREATIVITY AND FUN, TO DEVELOP ARTISTIC TALENTS 
AND EXPLORE NEW MEDIA UNDER THE GUIDANCE OF A 
PROFESSIONAL STAFF. STUDENTS ARE GROUPED BY 

GRADE LEVEL AND WILL ENJOY A VARIETY OF AGE 
APPROPRIATE BASED ACTIVITIES. 

Before and after care available, 

WWW.BBARTCENTER.ORG 
(248)644-0866 

1516 SOUTH CRANBROOK ROAD 
BIRMINGHAM, Ml 480Q9 
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ages them to write with the goal 
of performance. Composing is a 
solitary endeavor. Oftentimes 
composers become discouraged 
not knowing if their work will 
ever be played. 

"The music of African Ameri-
cans has been neglected in the 
orchestral world," said Daisy 
Newman, DSO director of educa-
tion, "The Detroit Symphony 
Orches t ra s tepped out on a 
national platform to highlight 
the music during a subscription 
season. It was a commitment 
made by our board of directors 
as well as African Americans in 
the city who have an interest 
and the wherewithal to research 
the music and offer it to the 
orches t ra managemen t Rare 
pieces have found a hear ing. 
Brazeal Dennard spearheaded 
the effort for researching the 
repertoire all through the years." 

Along with commissioning and 
performing works by African 
Americans, the DSO offers a fel-
lowship or internship for musi-
cians. The recipient plays one to 
two years with the orchestra 

Thomas Wilkins, conductor 

while auditioning all over the 
country with the goal of landing' 
a position with a major orches-' 
tra. Seven of the eight fellows 
have become members of orches-
tras around the U.S. Two are 
principals. 

Have an interesting idea for a 
story? Call Observer & Eccentric 
arts reporter Linda Ann Chomiit 
at (734) 953-2145 or send e-mail 
to lchomin@ oe.homecomm.net. 

Open Daily 
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Your Guide to Suburban Entertainment 

L I V E 
M U S I C 

. Anl DIFranco: 8 p.m. Saturday, 
March 16, Hill Auditorium, Ann 
Arbor. $25. (734) 763-TKTS or 
(248) 645-6666 
Chris Duarte: 8 p.m. Monday, 
March 4, The Magic Bag, 
Ferndale. $12. (248) 544-3030 
Commander Cody: 8 p.m., 
Sunday, March 10, The Magic 
Bag, Ferndale. $15. (248) 544-
3030 
Creedence Clearwater Revlsted: 
8 p.m. Thursday, April 18, The 
Palace of Auburn Hills. $14 gen-
eral admission, $29 reserved. 
(248) 645-6666 
Dave Matthews Band: 7 p.m. 
Tuesday, April 23, The Palace of 
Auburn Hills. $46.50. (248) 645-
6666 
Enrique iglesias: 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, March 20, The Fox 
Theatre, Detroit. $32, $50, $60. 

: (248) 433-1515. 
Gordon Ughtfoot: 8 p.m. 
Saturday, April 27, Michigan 

-Theatre, Ann Arbor. $37.50-
$42.50. (248) 645-6666 or 
(734) 763-TKTS 
Great Big Sea: Saturday, March 
16, St. Andrews Hall, Detroit. 
$25. (248) 645-6666 
Jason Harrod; 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, March 6, Trinity 

^ House Theatre, Livonia. $10, $8 
for theatre members. (734) 464-
6302 
Jack Scott: The Godfather of 
Detroit Rock *n' Roll, 9 p.m. to 1 
a.m., T-Bonz, 1711 E. Auburn 
Rod, Rochester Hills. $15, (248) 
293-9000. 
Kid Rock: With Twisted Brown 

• Trucker Band, 7:30 p.m. Sunday, 
March 17, The Palace of Auburn 
Hills. $35.50. (248) 645-6666, 
Larry Maxwell: 8-11 p.m. 
Thursday-Saturday, at Duke 
Humphries, Rochester Hills. No 
cover. (248) 601-1100 
Mike Roe: 8 p.m., Wednesday, 
March 13, Trinity House Theatre, 

• Livonia. $15, $13 for theatre 
members. (734) 464-6302 
North M I s s I s s I b s I Allstars: 8 

' p.m., Saturday, March 9, The 
Magic Bag, Ferndale. $15. (248) 
544-3030 
NSync: With Smash Mouth, 7:30 
p.m. Monday, April 1, The Palace 
of Auburn Hlils. $75, $52.50 and 

- $39.50. (248) 645-6666 
Paradise Valley Acoustic Blues 
Series: Sam Lay, 8 p.m. Thursday, 
Feb. 28, Cash McCall, Thursday, 

• • March 7, at the Boathouse, 142 
«E. Walled Lake Dr., Walled Lake. 
"(248) 669-1441. 

Pat Metheny Group: 8 p.m., 
^Thursday, March 7, Detroit Opera 
" House. $45-$75. (248) 64S6666 
i Peter, Paul and Mary: 7:30 p.m. 
- Thursday, April 11, Detroit Opera 
- House, Detroit. $42.50. (248) 
645-6666 
Project Object: Featuring Ike 

• Willis, 8 p.m., Thursday, March 
^ 21, The Magic Bag, Ferndale. 
i; $15 (248} 544-3030 
. Richard Thompson: 8 p.m. 

Thursday, March 7, The Magic 
Bag, Ferndaie. $25. (248) 544-
3030 
Saw Doctors: 8 p.m. Tuesday, 
March 5, The Magic Bag, 
Ferndale. $15. (248) 544-3030. 
SnoCore icicle Bali: Featuring 
Kari Denson's Tiny Universe, 
Blackalicious, Nikka Costa and 
Saul Williams, 6:30 p.m. 
Saturday, March 16, State 
Theatre, Detroit. $21.25. (248) 
645-6666 
Stewart Francke: With Liz Larin, 
7:30 p.m. Friday, March 1, 
Kensington Community Church, 
1825 East Square Lake Road, 
Troy. $5, includes coffee and pas-
try. (248) 293-0400 
Twiztld: 9 p.m., Friday, March 15, 
The Royal Oak Theatre, Royal 

r Oak. Tickets $16 advance, $17 
.. day of show. Ail ages. (248) 645-

6666 
• 

C A L L E O R 
A R T I S T S 

Frankiln Village Band: Adult musi-
cians from southeastern 
Michigan are invited to join the 
Franklin Village Band. Ail instru-
ments welcome, but there is a 
special need for flutes and clar-
inets, The band rehearses 
Monday evenings in the Franklin 
Community Church social hall on 
Franklin Road between 13 and 
14 Mite roads. For more details, 
call Bill Prisk, (248) 474-8869 or 
Bob Zimmerman, (313) 535-
4119 
Uvonla Arts Commission: Is look-
ing for artists and crafters for its 
26th. annual Arts Festival 
Saturday-Sunday, June 8-9, in 
Greenmead Historical Park in 

Opening reception; Meet Canton artist Kay Route at a reception to open an 
exhibit of her paintings 2:30-4:30 p.m. Sunday, March 3, at the Livonia 
Civic Center Library Gallery, 32777 Five Mile, east of Farmington Road. 
Pictured is Rome's "White Tiger," a 29-inch by 37-inch watercolor. The 
exhibit continues to Sunday, March 24. Call (734) 466-2536. 

Livonia. For an application, cali 
the community resources depart-
ment at (734) 466-2540. 
Exhibitors are also wanted for 
the display cases in the Livonia 
Civic Center Library. Artists or 
collectors should contact Donna 
Eno at (734) 261-5870. 
Paint Creek Scholarship: Looking 
for talented high school seniors 
to apply for a $2000 scholarship 
to be used to further art studies. 
Must reside in Oakland, Wayne or 
Macomb counties. Deadline is 
April 15. Applicants must submit 
6-slides of their work, a brief 
description of work, and two let-
ters of recommendation from 
teachers or counselors. Call 248) 
651-4110 

Poetry Lounge: Join the Open Mic 
poetry series at Affirmations 
Lesbian and Gay Community 
Center, 195 W. Nine Mile Road, 
Ferndale. Bring original and/or 
published poems to read or just 
come and listen. Poetry Lounge 
every third Wednesday through 
April in the Pittman-Puckett Art 
Gallery within the community 
center. (248) 398-7105 
Scholarship Funds: The family of 
recently deceased artist Ricki 
Berlin have established a fund to 
honor her memory at the 
Birmingham Bloomfield Art 
Center. Current and future artists 
seeking scholarships for classes 
at the Art Center are invited to 
submit requests to Deborah 
Callahan, education coordinator, 
Birmingham Bloomfield Art 
Center, 1516 S. Cranbrook, 
Birmingham, Ml, 48009 
Singer Auditions: The Cantana 
Academy chorale periodically 
accepts experienced singers in 
all vocal ranges to join the 
chorale. Call (248) 358-9868 to 
schedule an audition. Singers 
should prepare a classical piece 
and be ready for sight reading. 
Auditions last approximately 15 
minutes 

VSA arts of Michigan: Looking for 
professional artists who are inter-
ested in sharing their creative 
processes in dance, drama, liter-
ature, music, poetry and the 
visual arts with students with 
disabilities. Artists must be inter-
ested in learning how to accom-
modate students with a variety of 
disabilities. Qualified artists will 
be trained to work with students 
at an Artist-in-Residence Training 
Institute to take place at the 
R.A, MacMullan Conference 
Center at Higglns Lake in 
Roscommon June 15-18. 

Following training VSA arts of 
Michigan will'provide work for 
artists in artist-in-residence pro-
grams in K-12 schools through-
out the state. Interested artists 
should send resumes to Artist-in-
Residence initiative, VSA arts of 
Michigan, 51 West Hancock, 
Detroit, Ml 48201. For more 
information, cali (313) 832-3303 
or send e-mail to vsami@lc.net. 
The Bohemians Musicians Club 
of Greater Detroit: Fifth annual 
Solo Concerto Competition open 
for orchestral instruments. 

Prizes for first, second and third 
Place are $1,500, $1,000 and 
$500. the first prize winner will 
perform with a local community 
orchestra. Contestants must sub-

mit a performance tape by April 
20 to be considered one of the 
finalists who will perform before 
a panel of judges. High school 
and college students (between 
the ages of 16 and 22) through-
out the state of Michigan are eli-
gible. The Bohemians Club, the 
oldest musicians club in Detroit, 
is composed of present and 
retired Detroit Symphony 
Orchestra members, music teach-
ers and music lovers of all back-
grounds. For application form and 
further information e-mail Mr; 
Herbert Couf, President, The 
Bohemians at 
Couflinks@aol.com, or write Mr. 
Herbert Couf at 37685 Russett 
Drive, Farmington Hills, Ml 
48331. 

A R T 
C L A S S E S / 

W O R K S H O P S 

Ann Arbor Art Center: Adult and 
youth courses including ceram-
ics, jewelry making, figure 
sculpting and drawing. 
Renaissance painting, tilemaking, 
mosaics, glass blowing, pottery, 
puppetry, clay on the wheel and 
more. 117 W. Liberty, Ann Arbor. 
(734) 994-8004, Ext. 101. 
Art Gallery/Studio: Maggie 
Cooney and Kay Rowe teach 
watercolor in March and April. In 
the studio at the Sheridan 
Shopping Center, Garden City. 
(734) 261-0379 
Art of living studio: Drawing, 
scarf-dyeing and awakening your 
artistic vision classes, book con-
versation and poetry nights. 11 
S, Broadway, Lake Orion. (248) 
693-3632. 

Birmingham Bloomfield Art 
Center: Includes A Class for 
Parents, Art Starts at Home, 
Capitals of Culture: Rome, 
Florence and New York, Drawing 
at the Museum, Urban Foraging 
Basket Workshop, Grades 1-3 
Designing Cars, and Automotive 
Sculpting Workshop for grade 9 
through adult. 1516 South 

Cranbrook Road, Birmingham. 
(248) 644-0866 
Creative Arts Center: Classes for 
children, teens and adults in art, 
music, drama and dance. 47 
Williams Street, Pontiac. (248) 
333-7849. Scholarships available 
for students with financial need. 
Outside the Lines Studio: 

• Decorative painting classes, 
learn faux finishes with glazes, 
animals prints, paper mosaics, 
glass painting, floorcloths, furni-
ture painting and more. Berkley. 
(248) 399-9304 
Plymouth Reed and Cane: Basket 
weaving classes, workshops and 
chair caning and seat replace- . 
ment classes. Beginning 
Decorative Painting Class, fabric 
painting and other classes, 1200 
W. Ann Arbor Road, Plymouth. 
(734) 455-2150. 
Touch of Lifgrt: The Studio and 
Gailerie of Handblown Glass 
offers classes in glass blowing. 
No experience necessary. 
Classes meet Wednesday-Friday 
evenings and Saturday-Sunday 
afternoons. 23426 Woodward 
Ave., Ferndale. (248) 543-1868. 
Visual Art Association of Livonia: 
Classes in various arts forms 
including oil, watercolor, pastel 
and drawing at the Jefferson 
Center, Room 16, 9501 Henry 
Ruff, Livonia. Mary Ann Adams, 
(734) 455-9517 
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Argentine Tango Club of Detroit: 
Tango group classes are offered 
weekly at various locations. For 
information on workshops and 
classes, call (313) 724-3262. 
Ballet Workshop: Suzanne 
Hawkins' Ballet Workshop offers 
ballet classes for teens and 
adults in beginning through 
advanced levels weekday morn-
ings in Sterling Heights and 
Rochester. Also on Sunday morn-
ings at 132 Varner Hail, Oakland 
University Rochester campus. 
(248) 652-3003. 

Art lecture: Meri-
jane Block, breast 
cancer-survivor 
and program 
manager at the 
Breast Cajicer 
Fund, presents a 
pictorial review 
and commentary 
of the exhibit "Art 
as Advocacy: 
An.Rage. Us, The 
Art ana Outrage 
of Breast Cancer," 
a collection of 
works by women 
who faced breast 
cancer, 7:30 p.m. 
Friday; March 1 
(reception begins 
at 6:30 p.m.), at 
the Birmingham 
Bloomfield Art 
Center, 1516 
South Cranbrook Road, Birmin, 
will be accepted at the door. Cal 
register. 

fham. Donations 
(248) 544-0866 to 

Deborah Chase School of Dance: 
Accepting new students for a 
comprehensive program in dance, 
art and musical theater. 29820 
Joy, Livonia. (734) 513-2004 or 
(734) 421-4212. 
Detroit Ballet: Classes in child 
and adult classical ballet, tap 
and jazz. Adult beginners wel-
come. Classes offered at the 
Betty Johnston Dance Studio in 
Farmington Hills at Foisom and 
Nine Mile Road. (248) 474-3174. 
Debbie Felton's Academy of 
Dance: Taking registrations for 
enrollment. 16312 Mlddlebelt, 
Livonia. (734) 524-0104, 

A R T 
L E C T U R E S 

Birmingham Bloomfield Art 
Center: ArtRage.Us: The Art and 
Outrage of Breast Cancer, 
Marijane Block will present a pic-
torial review and commentary on 
the exhibit of art by women 
have faced breast cancer, 7:30 
p.m. Friday, March 1 (6:30 p.m. 
reception). Seating is limited. To 
register, call (248) 644-0866. 
Donations will be accepted at the 
door. 1516 South Cranbrook 
Road, Birmingham. 
Three Cities Art Club: Lecture 
and critique by Farmington Hills 
artist Jeri Feiiwock 7-9 p.m. 
Monday, March 4, In the 
Plymouth Township Clerk's 
Building, 42350 Ann Arbor Road . 
at Li I ley. (248) 262-9711 
Wayne State University: Lecture 
by Dan Ramirez as part of the 
Visiting Artist Program 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, March 6, in the 
Helen DeRoy Auditorium on cam-
pus, 5203 Cass, Detroit. (313) 
577-2423 
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Birmingham Bloomfield Art 
Center: Michigan Fine Arts 
Competition opens with a recep-
tion and awards presentation 
6:30 p.m. Friday, March 8, lec-
ture/performance by juror Nick 
Cave 7 p.m. Thursday, March 7, 
continues to Friday, March 29. 
1516 South Cranbrook Road, 
Birmingham. (248) 644-0866 
CPOP Galiery: Ron Zarkin and 
The Pizz, opens with a reception 
6-11 p.m. Saturday, March 2, 
continues to March 31, at the 
gallery, 4160 Woodward. (313) 
833-9901 

Ford Gallery: 2002 Michigan 
Drawing Biennial opens with a 
reception and awards ceremony 
4-6 p.m. Tuesday, March 5, con-
tinues to March 22, in the 
gallery on the campus of Eastern 
Michigan University, Ypsilanti. 
(734) 487-0465 
Uvonla Civic Center Library 
Fine Arts Gallery: Paintings by 
Kay Rowe March 2-24, opening 
reception 2:30-4:30 p.m. Sunday, 
March 3. 32777 Five Mile, east 
of Farmington Road. (734) 466-
2490. 

Lawrence St. Gallery: Sixth annu-
al Exposures: Photography '02 
Show, 7-10 p.m. Friday, March 1. 
A $100 best of show prize will be 
given and other merchandise 

. awards, 6 N. Saginaw, Pontiac. 
The exhibit closes on Friday, 
March 29. (248) 334-6716 
Madonna University: Student 
exhibit opens with a reception 7-
9 p.m. Friday, March 1, continues 
to Thursday, March 21, in the 
Exhibit Gallery on the second 
floor of the Library Wing on cam-
pus, 36600 Schoolcraft, Livonia. 
(734) 432-5710 
Museum Of New Art: 

"KaBOOMI," group show opens 
with a reception 6-10 p.m. 
Saturday, March 9 ($5), contin-
ues to April 28. $2 admission. 
1249 Washington Blvd., Book 
Building, Suite 200, Detroit. 
(313) 961-2845 
Paint Creek Center for the Arts: 
Art, Function and Design, opens 
6-8 p.m. Friday, March 1, 407 
Pine St., Rochester. Continues to 
April 6, 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Monday-Friday, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Saturday, (248) 651-4110, 
www.pccart.org 

Pewabic Pottery: National Juried 
Exhibition "The Vase" showcases 
more than 50 vases by 46 
artists, opens with a reception 6-
8 p.m. Friday, March 1, continues 
to Saturday, April 13. 10125 
East Jefferson, Detroit. (313) 
822-0954 
Picasso Cafe: Biliie Thompson 
exhibits colorful florals in water-
colors - watercolors, acrylics and 
monotypes to March 30. 39915 
Grand River, Farmington. 
Scarab Club: Silver medal 
Exhibition continues to March 

30, opening reception Friday, 
March 1: in the second floor 
Lounge Gallery Bette Pruden: 
Have Easel, Will Travel continues 
to March 30, 217 Farnsworth, 
behind the Detroit Institute of 
Arts, 5200 Woodward. (313) 
831-1250 
Elizabeth Stone Gallery: 
Children's book illustrator Robin 
Brickman opens an art exhibit 
with reception and book signing 
4-5:30 p.m. and 6:30-8 p.m. 
Tuesday, March 5, continues to 
March 15. 536 North Old 
Woodward, Birmingham. (248) 
647-7040 
Sybaris Gallery: Nick Cave 
exhibits "Objects of Desire/Party 
Favors" created from fabricated 
and found objects, opens with a 
reception for the artist 5-7 p.m. 
Saturday, March 9, continues to 
April 20. 202 East Third, Royal 
Oak. (248) 544-3388. 
Washington Street Gallery: Leslie 
Masters "Southern Sun", land-
scapes from Italy and France 
through March 30, opening 
reception 7-9 p.m. Friday, March 
1, gallery talk 7 p.m. Friday, 
March 15. 215 East Washington 
Street, Ann Arbor. (734) 761-
2287 
Woods Gallery: Meet artist 
Sherry Adams Foster 7r9 p.m. 
Thursday, Feb. 28, lower level 
Huntington Woods Library, 26415 
Scotia, Huntington Woods, south 
of 11 Mile Road. Exhibit runs 
through March 25. (248) 543-
9720. 
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Art of Uvlng Gallery: Features 
paintings by Mykoia Kirichenko, 
through March 1, at the gallery, 
Lake Orion. 
Bagiey Housing Art Galiery: 
Facets & Figures by Detroit 
Artists: Invitational Exhibition of 
National Conference of Artists 
contines to Feb. 28. 2715 
Bagiey, Detroit. (313) 964-5942 
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Center: Student show juried by 
Kevin Bown, Kathy Dambach and 
Sylvia Nelson, variety of media 
from watercolor to weaving, con-
tinues to Friday, March 1.1516 
South Cranbrook Road, 
Birmingham. (248) 644-0866 
Barbara Adelson Studios: Frank 
Lloyd Wright art glass, windows 
and textile blocks by appoint-
ment. West Bloomfield. (248) 
681-7227 
Barnes and Noble: Marji Silk's 
photographs on display through 
Feb. 28, at the Rochester Hills 
store, located on Rochester 
Road, north of Auburn. (248) 
853-9855. 
Cass Cafe: Psychology and 
Image, an exhibition by College 
for Creative Studies graduating 
seniors Taurus Burns, Darcel 
Deneau, Matt Lewis and Anthony 
Orlando, through April 30. 4620 
Cass, Detroit. (313) 831-1400. 
College for Creative Studies: and 
Exhibit A present an exhibit of 
jewelry and metalwork by faculty 
and select students of Bowling 
Green State University, CCS, 
Eastern Michigan University, 
University of Toledo, Wayne 
State University, Cranbrook 
Academy of Art, and University of 
Michigan, continues to March 
22, in the Walter B. Ford II 
Building Atrium, 201 East Kirby, 
Detroit. (313) 664-7446 
Community Arts Gallery: 
Depopulated Landscapes, recent 
paintings by Jim Nawara, contin-
ues through March 1. Open 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m. Tuesday-Friday, 11 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday, 5400 
Culien Mall, Wayne State 
University campus. (313) 577-
2423. 

Detroit Contemporary: Solo 
exhibits by Kamil Antos and 
Pavs, and site-specific installa-
tions by Jeff Karoiski, Jeanne 
Pfordresher and Graeme Whyte, 
continues to Sunday, March 24. 
5141 Rosa Parks Blvd., Detroit. 
(313) 898^4ART or visit the Web 
site at www.detroitcomtempo-
rary.com 

Deslgnhaus Galiery: Photography 
by Ken Marzorati continues to 
March 29. I l l West Second 
Street, Rochester. (248) 601-
4422 
Farmington Art Corridor: Umoja 
Gallery presents work by African 
American artists through Friday, 
March 15, hosted by cities of 
Farmington and Farmington Hills. 
Farmington City Hall on Grand 
River, west of Farmington Road, 
and Farmington Hills City Hall, 11 
Mile and Orchard Lake roads. 
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