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TDOflV'S 
TECHOOIOBV 
Can't go a day without your 

PDA? Does it seem like a 
cell phone is surgically 

attached to your ear? Do you have 
TiVo? The Canton Observer is 
looking for tech-sawy residents to 
document how the microchip 
revolution has changed their ways. 
We'd like a volunteer to keep a 
week-long diary of high-tech habits 
for a story on the local impact of 
the Internet and other technology 
on daily life. If you're interested in 
participating, e-mail Tedd 
Schneider, Canton Observer 
community editor, at: 
tschneider@oe.homecomm.net 

I N T H E P A P E R 

TODAY 
ENTERTAINMENT 

Oh my; There's no place 
like home in the Ply-
mouth Theatre Guild's 
production of 1The Wiz-
ard of Oz* the L. Frank 

• Baum's classic tale about 
a young girl whose only 
wish is to return home to 
Kansas./Bl 

HOMETOWN LIFE 

In love: Happy Valentine's 
Day and congratulations 
to Bill and Barbara 
Rutecki of Ply mouthf win-
ners of the Observer's 
Lessons in M 
Love contest. 
Thanks to 

f Barbara's 
winning 
entry, she 
and Bill 
wined and 
dined at Cafe Cortina, 
received roses and choco-
lates, and were transport-
ed to the Red Wings game 
in a limousine./€5 
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Wanted: Money for arts center 
• Canton Township will 
seek a $500,000 challenge 
grant from the Kresge 
Foundation to help pay for 
the planned performing 
arts center in Cherry Hill 
Village. Planners would . 
also Eke to see additional 
local donations. 

BY JACK GLADDEN 
STAFF WRITER 
jgladden@oe.homecomm.net 

The stack of papers on Tom Yack's 

desk is about three inches thick. 
"It's just a draft right now and we 

don't have everything that we need 
yet," Yack, Canton Township supervi-
sor, said on Monday. 

The "it" is a proposal to be-submitted 
to the Kresge Foundation, requesting a 
$500,000 challenge grant to help fund 
Canton's long planned performing arts 
center. 

The proposal is one of the la tes t 
steps in the process of making the cen-
ter, which has been in various stages of 
planning since 1996, a reality. 

Yack said he hopes to submit the 
request to Kresge next month. 

"If they agree to consider it, 
usually takes four to six months 
out whether we got it or not," he said. 

Since it 's a challenge grant, Yack 
said the township would have to raise 
about $2 million in the last phase of 
the fund-raising campaign for the pro-
ject, which now has a price tag of $8 
million. 

"I think the majority of that money 
would either have to come from other 
foundations or smaller givers," he said. 
"They (Kresge) want to see the capacity 
in the community grow as it relates to 
philanthropy. So they're looking for the 
$50, the $20, the $100 kind of gifts." 

Yack said the township has commit-
ted $2.5 million to the project. Develop-
ers in the Cherry Hill district, where 
the center will be located, have com-
mitted $2.25 million. 

He said there are informal commit-
ments from others in the development 
and business world for $500,000 and 
the s ta te of Michigan will provide 
$300,000. 

Yack said the township will also offer 
naming rights as another way of rais-
ing money. (See related story). 

see ARTS, A4 

.• J. . • _ . . - STAW PHOTOS BY BEYAN MITCHELL 
At the board: Satem junior Greg Angel teorks in the WSDP-FM 88.1 studio on an afternoon 
shift. There are 44 students currently on staff at the high school station. 

ON TH€ Mft 

Student radio station marks 30 years o f broadcasting 
BY TEDD SCHNEIDER 
STAFF WRITER 
tschceider@oe.homecomm.net 

When the mike clicked open at 
noon that first day, the tiny, 10-watt 
station broadcasting live from the 
halls of Salem High School could 
barely be heard in the school's park-
ing lot, let alone throughout Ply-
mouth-Canton. Not that the small 
core of students responsible for a full 
six hours of programming figured 
anybody was listening too closely. 

Today - 30 years to the day after 
WSDP-FM hit those extremely local 
airwaves - Internet listeners from 
around the world can hear music to 

nearly any taste and find out 

what's happening at "the Park." In 
that time, WSDP has changed fre-
quencies, boosted its power and even 
embarked on marketing campaigns 
t h a t resemble effor ts s taged by 
media giants - in every aspect but 
their budgets. 

More importantly, the station has 
maintained its two-tiered mission of 
opening career opportunit ies for 
dozens of young people and service to 
the community, said Bill Keith, 
WSDP manager. 

"Most kids interested in radio get 
their first real experience in college 
or by enrolling at Specs Howard (the 
Southfield-based private school)," 
said Keith, who returned to the sta-

Big switch: The station began 
life at 89.3 on the FM dial 
before swapping frequencies 
with Eastern Michigan Uni-
versity in 1977. 

tion 11 years ago after first working 
there as a student in 1983. 

"This is a 3-4-year head s ta r t , 
which is a great thing," 

Even students who don't have the 
slightest inclination towards broad-
cast ing benef i t from the "team 
approach" and real-life working envi-
ronment, Keith said. The current 
staff numbers 44 and Keith said he 
expects to audition for 10 more spots 
during the new semester. 

Please see RADIO, A3 

BY JACK GLADDEN 
STAFF WRITES 
jgladden@oe.homecomm.net 

Development along the Michigan 
Avenue corridor got another boost from 
the Canton Township Board of 
Trustees Tuesday night. 

Trustees OlCd a site plan for a new 
Bob Evans restaurant in front of the 
Home Depot between Canton Center 
and Beck roads. 

They also approved a zoning change 
request from Dick Scott to rezone two 
acres on the southeast corner of Michi-
gan Avenue and Lilley from general 
industr ia l to light industr ial . Scott 
plans to open a Nissan dealership on 
the site. 

The 5,227-square-foot Bob Evans 
restaurant, which will seat 130 people, 
will be the company's second restau-
r an t in the township. The company 
also plans to tear down and rebuild the 
existing restaurant on Ford Road just 
west of 1-275. That facility seats 158. 
The board has not yet acted on that 
project. 

In other moves Tuesday, the board 
authorized submission of a grant appli-. 
cation to hire a public safety officer to 
patrol three mobile home parks as a 
part of the Community Policing Strate-
gies program. Trustees were acting on 
a request from John Santomauro, pub-' 
lie safety director. 

The grant, available from the Michi-
gan Office of Drug Control Policy, was 
previously used to hire and assign an 
officer to Canton Commons Apart-
ments and later to hire and assign an 
officer to the mobile home parks at 
Michigan Avenue and 1-275. 

If the depa r tmen t receives the 
requested grant of $33,945, the town-
ship would chip in $11,316. The total 
amount would equal the salary and 
fringe benefits for a new police officer. 

If the grant is authorized, the new' 
officer would be assigned to Wagon 
Wheel and College Park mobile home 
parks on Mott Road and the Holiday 
Es ta tes park on Geddes Road. The 
three parks combined have more than 
1,000 home sites. 

Observer 
wins 

award 
h 

received a national award for.Jts 
editorial page. 

Suburban Newspapers of Ameri-
ca awarded the page second place 
for non-daily newspapers with a 
circulation of up to 12,000 in its 
2001 Editorial Contest. 

Tedd Schneider is the Canton 
Observer community editor. 

Please see AWARD, A4 

Driver, 24, charged 
in New Year's fatality 

To plnce <i classified *ul: 1 -800-57* ) SELL 

STAFF PHOTO BY BRYAN MITCHELL 

Charged: Joseph Paul Bandy, 
24, stands with his attorney 
Henry M. Scharg during 
arraignment in 35th District 
Court Monday on four felony 
charges stemming from the 
traffic death of a Canton 
teenager early New Year's Day. 

Newsroom: 7 3 4 - 4 5 9 - 2 7 0 0 

BY JACK GLADDEN 
STAFF WRITER 
jgiadden@oe.homecomm.net 

A 24-year-old Westland man was 
arraigned in 35th District Court Mon-
day on four felony charges stemming 
from the t raff ic death of a Canton 
teenager early New Year's Day. 

Joseph Paul Bandy stood mute to one 
count of operating under the influence 
of liquor causing death and one count 
of manslaughter with a motor vehicle. 
He was also charged with two counts of 
OUIL causing serious injury. The first 
two charges each carry a maximum 
penalty of 15 years in prison; the later 
two have a maximum penalty of five 
years prison time. 

Judge John MacDonald entered a 
plea of not guilty in Bandy's behalf. A 
preliminary exam was scheduled for 
March 25. 

Bandy, who was on crutches when he 
surrendered himself to the court Mon-
day, was the driver of a Ford F-150 
pickup truck that collided head-on with 
a 1993 Ford Escort driven by Eric 
Ernest Dodsworth, 19. Dodsworth was 
killed in the crash, which occurred 
shortly after 3 a.m. New Year's Day. 

Police believe the eastbound truck 
crossed the center line on Warren 
between Lilley and Haggerty and hit 
Dodsworth's vehicle traveling at the 
posted speed limit of 45 miles per hour. 

A passenger in Dodsworth 's car, 
Charles Michael Savino, 17, also of 
Canton, was critically injured in the 
accident. Cristie Laurie Operhall, 23, 
of Dearborn Heights, a passenger in 
the pickup, was also seriously injured. 
Another passenger in the pickup, 

' Please see CHARGED, A2 
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Self-serve thief grabs 
cappuccino, cigarettes 

A clerk at the Speedway Sta-
tion at Lilley and Ford roads 
told Canton police a man 
entered the s ta t ion short ly 
after midnight Sunday while 
she was near the cappuccino 
machine and asked if it was 
working. 

She told him it was and he 
served himself a cup. 

While the clerk was helping 
another customer, she saw the 
man walk into the back room 
which was open. When he did-
n't come out, she walked out-
side the s ta t ion and called 
police on a cellular phone. 

When police arrived, they 
found no one in the room. 
However, a surveillance video 
from the station showed the 
man entering the station, then 
the back room, then leaving 
through the back door with a 
box containing 30 cartons of 
cigarettes valued at $900, 

Door damage 
A resident of the 43600 block 

of Abbey Circle reported to 
police that when he went out-
side his house Saturday morn-
ing, he discovered damage to 

COP CALLS 

his overhead garage door. 
Police said i t looked like 

someone had hit the door three 
times with a screwdriver and 
kicked it once. Damage was 
estimated at $300. There are 
no suspects. 

Cocaine bust 
A 37-year-old Livonia man is 

facing cocaine possession 
charges after he was stopped 
by Canton Police for having a 
broken taillight and a cracked 
windshield. 

An officer saw the man turn 
into the parking lot of a senior 
cit izen a p a r t m e n t complex 
f rom westbound Ford nea r 
Sheldon. After speaking briefly 
with the man, the officer asked 
permission to search the car. 

Canton K-9 Maverick per-
formed the search. Police 
found what appeared to be 
crack cocaine and drug para-
phernal ia . The suspect was 
arrested. A passenger in the 
car , a 38-year-old Detroi t 

woman; was also arrested. 

Vandalism 
A resident of the 48900 

of Woodlong repor ted t h a t 
sometime between 10:30 p.m. 
Sunday and 8:15 a.m. Monday 
someone threw a bot t le 
through the rear window of his 
car. 

He said the car was parked 
in his driveway at th 
Damage was es t imated 

Computer missing 
A resident of the 8200 block 

of Honeytree told police that 
he left his residence at 7 a.m. 
Friday and when he returned 
home at 4:30 p.m. he noticed a 
computer belonging to h is 
employer miss ing f rom his 
desk. 

There were no signs of forced 
entry. The Toshiba laptop was 
valued at $2,100. 

- Jack Gladden 
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PHOTO BY RONALD P0NKEY 

Off to see the Wizard: "The Wizard ofOz" cast includes (left to right) Sharon Belo-
braidich as the Scarecrow, Mickey Edell-Cotner as the Wicked Witch, Pam Dean as 
the Lion and Wendy Harless as the Tin Man. 

AAUW to stage' 

February 

AAA's Cruise 
Booking Blitz! 

7-Nt. W. 7 -Nt E. 
Caribbean, Caribbean, 

».s599* 
All month long, take advantage of special 
savings, travel gifts or other exclusive 
amenities during our February Cruise 
Booking 

I ii s i * / . * . s ? . . . . Experience the 
cMKHtty warmth of the 

Caribbean on the spacious decks of a 
Celebrity ship. You'll love the five-star 
service so much, you may never want to 
leave. A A A Travel is offering these hot 
cruise specials, plus hundreds of others 
popular destinations around the world. 
Your A A A Travel Agent can help you 
choose the cruise that's right for you. 

There's never been a better time to make 
your dream cruise a reality. Call or visit 
today! 

* Rates are per p m o n , croUe only, double oo 
selected departures. Pors charges Included. Government fees 
and a x e s may be additional. Certain restrictions apply. Rates 
may change based o n availability. 

VJVJW i i . i i i m i r l i . f o m 

Pick up 
Pastimes 

CANTON 6 

Tired of en t e r t a in ing 
inside the house? Maybe it's time 
to get out and nour ish those 
young minds with live drama. 

The Plymouth-Canton Branch, 
American Association of Univer-
sity Women will present another 
live play, The Wizard of Oz, 
geared to children under age 10 
and those young at heart. 

Performances will be 7:30 p.m. 
Thursday, Feb. 28, and Friday, 
March 1, and 10 a.m., 1 p.m. and 
3 p.m. Saturday, March 2. They 
will be in O'Leary Auditorium at 
Garden City High School, 6500 
Middiebelt. Ticket price is $4. 

Tickets will be on sale Tuesday 
through Thursday, Feb. 12-14, in 
all Plymouth-Canton schools and 
Tuesday through Thursday, Feb. 
19-21, in all Garden City schools. 
Tickets will also be available Fri-
day through Wednesday, Feb. 
22-27, at Little Book Shoppe on 
the Park, 380 S. Main in down-
town Plymouth. 

Tickets will also be sold at the 
door on performance times. Seat-
ing is first-come, first-served 
with doors opening 20 minutes 
prior to curtain. 

For more informat ion , call 
(734) 416-7436 or (734) 459-8765 

during the day. 
The AAUW branch has been 

presenting children's theater for 
more than 40 years. Proceeds 
from the play provide local schol-
arships to women seeking to fur-
ther their education. 

"It's wonderful," said AAUWs 
Karen Stemberger of the play 
experience. She p lays a 
Munchkin, one of five. 

"We get the satisfaction when 
we see the k ids ' faces," said 
Stemberger, a Plymouth Town-
ship resident. Children benefit 
from exposure to live drama, she 

Ford Rd IMIla W, ol 1-276 
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ms 
G COLLATERAL naaafiP fflr 
12:00,250,4:40,7:20,9:45 
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AAA Travel/Canton 
2017 N. Canton Center Rd, 
734-844-0146 

Weekdays 
8:30 am - 5:30 pm 
Thursdays until 7:00 pm 

(SUN 11:10)1:10,3:10.7:30 
DOwl(R) 

(SUN 10:40) 1:20,4:00.6:50,9:40 
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Travel I with $1.50 {1/2 price) purchase 
of buttery popcorn 

I o l 4 6 o z . b a g 
"OC" on* W i d e Carton 8 

Ir.ivcl With Sontoono You Tru%t 
WIV W. CANTONS 

Charged from pageAl 

Kevin Michael Swope, 23, of 
Garden City was not injured. 

Bandy's attorney, Henry M. 
Scharg, told the court t h a t 
Bandy was hospi ta l ized for 
about a week following the acci-
dent. 

"He has neurological damage 
... he has two blood clots in his 
brain," Scharg said. "He has pins 
in his legs and is going through 
physical therapy on a weekly 

basis." 
In arguing for a. personal bond 

to be set, Scharg told the court 
that his client "can not travel, he 
can not work, the only time he 
goes out is for therapy, for the 
necessities of life." 

Bandy is free on a $50,000 per-
sonal bond. 

Scharg said Bandy was born 
and ra ised in West land. He 
began working for the Wayne 

County Sheriffs Department in 
1998 and works as a dispatcher 
for the Airport Police at Detroit 
Metropolitan Airport. : 

Scharg requested a postpone-
ment of the preliminary exam 
until March 25 so he could have 
an independent accident recon-
structionist review the original 
police report and evaluate, the 
cause of the accident. " 

The Home 
Office Solution 

1 • U f w "V'"1 

HOOKER 
FURNITURE 

Easy ilesance • Since 1924 

See us for quality 
Home/Office 
arrangements 
crafted by Hooker 
Furniture, that 
fit your budget , 
organizing needs 
and environment. 
Stop in today 
ana you'll find 
savings up to 
40% off retail! 

I /miuci//cj ///> /" I- .Wouihs with \ o I t / f c n *// 

Sine*1933 

m fine furniture 

Have You Changed the World Today? 

Rotarians worldwide are assisting in thousands of Humanitarian efforts including 
relief for the Afghan refugees, droughts in Mexico,floods in Southern Poland, 

monsoons and Earthquakes in India. 

Hie Rotary Club of Canton, MI is looking for energetic and concerned 
local citizens to join their membership and take part in 

international and community service activities. 
Join us for an informational Open House on Wednesday, February 20th, 2002 

from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at the Roman Forum to find out 
how you can help serve our community, our country and the world. 

Featured Speaker: Michael Angelo Caruso 
Topic: Creating a Legacy 

appetizers and beverages will be provided at no charge 
The Rotary Club of Canton, Ml meets at noon on Mondays 

at the Roman Forum Restaurant on Ford Road (just west of1-275). 
To make reservations for the event or to obtain more information about Rotary International 

contact Laura L Whichello at 734-546-0164 or CantonRotary@AOLc^ 

240 North Main Street • PLYMOUTH • (734) 459-1300 
Mon., Thurs., Fri. 10-9 • Tues., Wed., Sac. 10-6 • Sun. 1-5 

W i t h c red i t approval ; see store fo r deta i ls • Sale ends 2-24-02 

S f l l O N AND DRV S P f l 

I 

Pamper yourself or someone you love with our 
special Valentine's package... 

Manicure, hair style, makeup and lunch ; $ A A 

with cocktail ; J ' v 

or choose from any other services or packages 
that we offer 

Specializing in Spa Packages for hair, skin, body & hails 
Also Now We Offer Laser Hair Removal 

Gift Certificates Available 

$A 

For Appointment Cal l . . . 

1687 Canton Center North (In the Center Village Plaza) • Canton 

Open: Mon . 10-6; Tues. & Fri. 10-7; Wed. & Thurs. 10-9; Sat. 9-5 ! 
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Radio from page A1 

• The station tends to a t t ract 
-motivated s t uden t s who are 
involved in other extra-curricu-
lar activities as well, Keith said. 
They spend anywhere from a 
couple of hours each week in 
WSDP's second-floor suite to 
t reat ing the station as a non-
paying, af ter-school job, he 
added. 

i . . . 
Station alums 

And radio is st i l l a "great 
career," he said, despite changes 
in the business that take advan-
tage of new technology while at 
the same time reduce the role of 
live, local talent. 

Plymouth-Canton graduates 
working in the field in metro 
Detroit and throughout the Mid-
west agree. 

Julie Maxwell, a 1984 Canton 
High School graduate and now 
marketing director at WMGC-
FM 105.1, said she spent her 
first two years in radio at WSDP 
- or "wiz-dip" as she affection-
ately recalled - and "I've not 
been out of the industry since." 

It's the same story for Curtis 
Paul , ma rke t i ng director at 
CIDR-FM 93.9 "Effectively, my 
involvement in t h a t s t a t ion 
ignited my interest in music and 

3r the genre of radio," he 

Paul worked at the school sta-
tion 1985-87 and remembers it 
being among the first in the area 
to play "alternative" music in the 

t evenings. The station's populari-
ty extended to local shops and 
restaurants, that were student 

; hangouts, he said. 
"Nearly 17 years later, I'm still 

in love with radio," Paul said. 
"My involvement a t WSDP 
opened the door to ,a career 
unlike anything I ever expected." 

T h r e e decades 
When WSDP-FM 89.3 signed 

on the air Feb. 14, 1972, it was 
one of only three high school sta-
tions in Michigan, said Bonny 
Dore, founding station manager. 

Dore, having just graduated 
from the University of Michigan 
with a degree in radio and TV 
production, was hired in 1969 by 
Plymouth-Canton Superinten-
dent Mike Hoben and Bill 
Brown, principal at the brand 
new high school complex. Her job 
was to plan the station from the 
ground up and get in on the air. 

"I didn't quite know what I 
was in for. I was only 21," Dore 
recalled this week. "The idea 
was to have a station run by stu-
dents, not adults." 
^ "So not only did we have to put 
:the station together, we had to 
offer classes for the kids and 
make sure they got their third-
class license, which is no easy 

: Dore s tayed on unt i l 1973, 
when she took a job managing 
PBS television stations on the 
Eas t Coast , f rom the re , she 
returned briefly to metro Detroit 

to work at Channel 7, before 
' moving on to ABC in Los Ange-
les. 

Today she owns her own com-
pany, Bonny Dore Productions, 
which produces movies; 
programming fo 
cable television. 

There are now about 10-15 
school district-owned broadcast 
outlets in the state, Keith esti-
mated, with students from other 
districts learning to "work the 
board" on in-house systems. 

The station swapped frequen- , 
cies with Eastern Michigan Uni-
versity, moving to 88.1, in 1977 
and increased its broadcast sig-
nal to 200 wat ts in 1979. The 
power boost means WSDP can be 
heard clearly in a 5-10-mile 
radius from the Plymouth-Can-
ton Education Park. 

It's first stereo broadcast was 
May, 1,1985. 

The s ta t ion Web si te was 
launched in February 2000 and 
has recently been upgraded. 

WSDP has been named Sta-
tion of the Year by the Michigan 
Association of Educat ional 
Broadcasters in seven of the last 
12 years, most recently in April* 
2001. 

Role in community 
Throughout it's history, WSDP 

has served as a broadcast outlet 
for high school sports and activi-
ties; and as a community sound-
ing board 

"A commitment to the commu-
nity was paramount," said Jef-
frey Cardinal, who served as sta-
tion general manager from 1974-
83. He recalls WSDP as one of 
the first stations in the state to 
air girl's basketball games. 

In fact, radio heavyweight and 
former Detroit Tigers play-by-
play/analyst Paul Carey once 
came out to broadcast a Canton-
Salem baseball game, recalled 
former staffer' George Manolias 
(Salem '88) in a posting on the 
station Web site. "The ballplay-
ers were shocked to hear such a 
famous voice call ing the i r 
names," the posting said. 

The s tat ion also broadcasts 
Plymouth-Canton Board of Edu-
cation Meetings, election forums 
and other public service pro-
grams. 

The Canton Community Foun-
dation sponsors "Somewhere in 
Time" and "Lemonade," music 
and interview shows geared 
toward local senior citizens. 

Musically, WSDP follows a for-
mat - if you can call it that -
typical to most college stations, 
with shows highlighting every-
thing from speed metal to reggae 
to oldies. Holding a l imited 
license and being a non-profit 
station allows plenty of room for 
esoteric programming choices. 

"Most of the kids get involved 
because they really love music 
and the i r dedicat ion to t h a t 
aspect of their life really comes 
through on the air," Keith said. 

Food Isn't The Enemy! 
Overeating Is. 

Flonne 
Mark 

With our WINNING 
POINTS plan, you can 

still eat the foods you love. 

Join Now 
*»l/2 Off 
Get "Today's Special',* 
our new guide to satisfying 
meal and snack ideas FREI 

WEightWatchers 

1-888-3-FLORINE 
w w w . 8 8 8 - 3 - f l o r i n e . c o m 

* 

Call today f o r 

Meeting Locations, 

Days & Times 

" ! / I O S a p p t t s * t e 
locations for a f 

and Uni meeting fee. Fee (or subsequent weeks Is S10 • $ t 3 Valid m vjttaional meetings at participating 
Ume. ©2002 Weight Watchers t n u r m b o n i l inc. AH right! reserved. WEIGHT WATCHERS Is the 

o< W e t f t W.<ct*n International, Inc. . p n n 

r * 

STAFF PHOTOS BY BRYAN MITCHELL 

Courtslde; Brad Eichkorn (from left), Jake Bugeja and Ryan Allowag broadcast a Salem vs. Canton basketball 
game. School sports and public affairs programming has been a WSDP-FM staple since the station signed on 30 
years ago. 

Not exactly commercial-
free 

But t h a t doesn' t mean the 
WSDP atmosphere is devoid of 
any commercialism, he added. 
The station recently redesigned 
its logo and it holds an on-air 
auction every spring to raise 
money for new equipment and 
scholarships. 

"The last time we did a com-
prehensive phone survey was 
probably 1986, but we do get a 

lot of phone calls. They are the 
front line for feedback,' 

s ta t ion 's fu tu re will to 
some extent be tied up in digital 
b roadcas t ing and other 
advances, as well as the school 
d is t r ic t budget , Kei th said. 
Detroit's classical music devo-
tees, who lost their fight to keep 
WQRS-FM on the air a few years 
ago, now have the Internet to 
turn to, he noted. 

-But Keith doesn't see WSDPs 

relevance - either as a training 
ground for students or a source 
of local information and enter-
tainment - as fading anytime 

"You've still got kids who get 
first (paying radio) job in 

Houghton or some small mar-
ket," he said. Where else but a 
place like ours are they going to 
learn how to work the reel-to-
reel tape deck that station will 
probably still have." 

Back in the fold: Station 
manager Bill Keith got his 
start at WSDP-FM as a 
student in 1983. 

's your chance to save 

on a great storewide selection! 
Jake's Semi-Annual Clearance is now in progress. 

Also save 20-40% on selected furs. 
'Savings off original prices, as identified by'Signs. Reduction taken at register. No adjustments made on prior purchases. 

Furs available in Birmingham and Livonia only. 

\ 

J a c o b ^ 

Roses are red. Violets are blue. 
We have something just for you! 

MON-SAT 10-9 • OPEN SUN AT NOON | SeffeT? {^s^o lx) 0 0 Uvonia * ^ 591"7696 

jacobsons.com 

http://www.888-3-florine.com
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Clarification 

Getting it right: 
This photo in 4 

Sunday's 
Observer should 
have identified 
performers from 
the Jan. 26 con-
cert at the Can-
ton Charter 
Academy as the 
jazz group led by 
academy teacher 
Cathy Feldman 
(on flute). 

Charter Township of Canton 
Board Proceedings 

February 5,2002 
A regular meeting of the Board, of Trustees of the Charter Township of 
Canton held Tuesday, February 5, 2002, at 1150 Canton Center Road, 
Canton, Michigan, Supervisor Yackjalled the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
and led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 
Members Present: Shefferly, Burdziak, Bennett, Yack, Kirchgatter, LaJoy, 
McLaughlin 
Members Absent: None 
Staff Present:Chief Rorabacher, Director Conklin, Director Minghine, 
Director Santomauro, Director Machnik. 
Motion by Bennett, supported by LaJoy to approve the agenda as 
presented, dismissing to study session following item one. 
Motion carried unanimously. 

Motion by Bennett, supported by Burdziak to appoint Melissa McLaughlin 
and Elaine Kirchgatter to the Election Commission based on Public Act 
168.26 with the term of office being four years expiring November 25,2004. 
Motion carried unanimously. 
Motion by Bennett, supported by LaJoy to adjourn from regular session to 
study session. Motion carried unanimously. 
A regular study session of the Board of Trustees of the Charter Township of 
Canton held Tuesday, February 5, 2002 at 1150 Canton Center Road, 
Canton, Michigan. Supervisor Yack called the meeting to order. 
Members Present: Shefferly, Burdziak, Bennett, Yack, Kirchgatter, LaJoy, 
McLaughlin 
Members Absent: None ? 
Staff Present: Chief Rorabacher, Director Conklin, Director 
Minghine, Director Santomauro, Director Machnik. 
Motion by Bennett, supported by LaJoy to approve the agenda as 
presented. Motion carried unanimously. 
Study Session Topic-Item 1 Construction, M a n a f e m e n t Issues-
Discussions regarding the contract with the George W. Auch 
r.nwipanv for the construction of the Administration Building 

Director Machnik presented the issues regarding the contract with the 
George W. Auch Company to construct the Administration Building 
expansion project and the Perform Arte Theater. A discussion took place 
with the Board members and Director Machnik with input from Director 
Minghine. Director Machnik proposed that a plan be laid out to eliminate 
mishaps from occurring with the finishes of these projects and a way to 
expedite the process of structural or mechanical changes. The plan should 
also include a budget plan, the bidding process and a reporting process that 
the Board is comfortable with. 
Ttom a - Victory Park Update Director Conklin stated the following 
projects are still waiting to be completed and funds have already been 
allocated for these projects: Renovation of the existing parking; 
construction of the MDOT lane; landscaping, parking lot lighting in the ' 
front and interior signage. The front sign will be placed as close to the 
front as possible. There will be a digital sign out front. 
Pheasan t Run Expansion Director Conklin reported to the Board that 
the Grand Opening ribbon cutting is tentatively scheduled for April 23rd at 
5:30 pm. An outing is planned for introduction to the media on Tuesday, 
Mary 21st. Regarding the comfort station, the pads are poured, plumbing 
is in and framing has been started on two of the locations. Cart storage 
will be expanded before the 42 carts are delivered on April 15th as long as 
the weather cooperates. 
Recreation Advisory Commission Director Conklin reported the number of 
commissioners is presently 2. First meeting for reorganizing is February 
20,2002 at 7:00 pm. A representative from youth sports project starts, non 
motorized trails, someone from the Summit, and someone from Senior 
Adults will attend the meeting, 
I tem 3 • Range Update Director Santomauro reported that the range 
project is pretty much completed. The equipment is state of the art. The 
test to measure the noise is planned for March 5th, after that a request will 
be brought to the Board regarding offering rental of the range and also 
contracting our services, r n m m i i n i ( , a t i o n g Room Th B d M t" 

dismissed at 8:38 p.m. to allow the Board to tour the Communications 
room. The Board Meeting was resumed at 8:55 p.m. 
i t em 4 - Canton Performing Ar ts Center Upda te Supervisor Yack 
informed the Board of the decision to have the liner buildings be 
constructed as separate buildings with their own fire walls. The theater 
will have its own structure. Yet to be determined is how the outer lobby fits 
together, possibly being a stand alone building as well. A lot of fire issues 
can be avoided by utilizing a'stand alone building as well as solving some 
coordination issues. Some major issues needing to be decided in the future 
are: single floor seating versus single floor and balcony; the maximum 
number of seats in the balcony is in the 90-100 range; also how the lighting 
system should be done; the use of the outer lobby. The outer lobby could be 
used by tenants if there are restaurants both on the east and the north 
could theoretically use it and could be a revenue producer for the theater. 
Utilities need to be coordinated. Probably utilities will be put in for the 
theater first and keeping track of who pays for what, those will be small 
challenges. Parking, fire access and access to the building has almost all 
been worked out. Snow loading on the buildings. A proposed Partnership 
for the Arts Board has been identified. The individuals who have been 
contacted and who have agreed to serve and will the names will come to the 
Board at some time in the near future: Brian Amann, Attorney; Dick Dione, 
Canton Project Arts; Chuck Forbes, Forbes Investments, owner of the Gem 
Theater, the State Theater and a few other theaters in Detroit; Greg Green, 
AAA; Susan Harvey, Ashley Capital; Paul Hillegonds, Detroit Renaissance; 
Elaine Kirchgatter will be our representative; Susan Kopinski, County of 
Wayne; Ron Lowe, 35th District Judge; Greg Shupra, Comerica's Trust 
Department Manager and previously he served on the Southeastern 
Michigan Foundation; Judy Stone, former Principal of West Middle School; 
Mark Wolinowski, Silver Shadow Recovery, he is a young guy in the 
community and very excited about the community and sits on the Canton 
Foundation Board; and Bob Zulker, Gilmar Manufacturing which is a 
manufacturing facility on Rhonda. The Articles of Incorporation have been 
completed and State of Michigan acceptance notification is still pending. 
The next step is to meet with Kresge foundation. The start date for the 
theater was adjusted because they couldn't guarantee that the building 
would be enclosed before winter. A March construction start guarantees 
enclosure and also opening in the summer of 2004. 

Supervisor Yack indicated that students should respond by application by 
the middle of February to participate in the Youth Leadership Government 
Awareness Program. The application should include an essay that 
responds to a question asked. Only seven students will be selected. The 
Steering Committee will actually do the election of the students. On March 
5th the students will come to the Township offices at 2:00 p.m. and spend 15 
minutes with the Supervisor, 15. minutes with Planning, MIS, the 
Webmaster and 30 minutes with Public Safety. Assignment of one student 
to each of the directors will then take place and the students will shadow 
the directors for 90 minutes. Later in the month the students will have an 
opportunity to join the Board. For next year it is contemplated to offer this 
to the alumni pool of graduates of Leadership Canton which will be 
probably be approximately 150 kids. 

Other I tems Supervisor Yack indicated the Lotz Road SAD looks like it is 
falling apart. Waste management indicated no interest in participating. 
The road should possibly be posted local deliveries only. Supervisor Yack 
said it has been reported to him that as many as 75 waste management 
trucks travel Lotz Road in a given day. 
Ad ion m -Motion by Bennett, supported by LaJoy at 9:30 p.m. to adjourn. 
Motion carried unanimously. 
The above is a synopsis of the actions taken a the regular/study board 
meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Charter Township of Canton held 
on Tuesday, February 5, 2002. The Full text of the approved minutes, 
including comments will be available following the next regular board 
meeting held on February 26,2002. 

Thomas J. Yack 
Supervisor 

Publish: February 14.2002 

Terry G, Bennett 
Clerk 

Award from page A1 

Overall , The Observer & 
Eccentric Newspapers received 
20 awards in the annual compe-
tition, including six first-place 
awards. 

The 2001 contest received a 
record 1,100 entries. The awards 
were announced Monday and 
will be presented at the SNA's 
Awards Banquet , Feb. 28 in 
Miami, Fla. 

Newspapers competed in six 
circulation classes. 

"The Observer Newspapers 
will continue to deliver quality 
local coverage to our readers," 
said Susan Rosiek, publisher of 
The Observer Newspapers. "The 
recognition from SNA is gratify-
ing and wonderful news for our 
dedicated and hardworking staff. 
It's our pleasure to compete with 
newspapers th roughout the 
country and be judged among 
the best in reporting, election 
coverage, spor ts wri t ing and 
photography." 

Awards for Observer Newspa-
pers included: 

• The Livonia Observer, first 
place for election coverage. 

• Larry O'Connor of the Livo-
nia Observer took a first place 
for in-depth reporting for "Under 
Fire." 

9 Paul Beaudry, former sports 
editor of the Redford/Garden 
City Observer, won a first-place 
for sports writing for "The Time 
of Their Lives/Who Are These 
Guys Anyway." Beaudry is now a 
paginator at the Observer. 

S Photographer Tom Hawley 
won a first place for the Garden 
City Observer in best feature 
photo story or series for "Volun-
teer Ken." Hawley also took a 
second place in that category for 
the Observer Hometown Life 
section for "Dean Hamrick 
Story." 

• Livonia Observer editor 

Dave Varga took 
for editorial writing. -

• Westland reporter Darrell 
Clem won- second place in best 
breaking news for "Fire Cause 
May Remain Mystery." 

• Tom Hawley took a third 
place for sports photojournalism 
for the Garden City Observer for 
"Future Stars/Over and Out/Big 
Sack." 

• Livonia Observer reporter 
Larry O'Connor won a th i rd 
place in best feature for "Evan's 
Comeback." 

• Westland Observer reporter 
Darrell Clem received an honor-
able ment ion for his f e a t u r e 
"Time Is Right for Reeves' Visit." 

• Former Farmington Observ-
er repor te r Kevin Brown 
received an honorable mention 
for his feature, "Botsford Gents 
Bare ... Some to Raise Funds." 

The Eccentr ic Newspapers 
won the following awards: 

S A f i r s t place for former 
Waterford Eccentric photogra-
pher Gary Malerba for feature 
photo story. 

• A f i r s t place to the Troy 
Eccentric for election coverage. 
• S A second place to the 
Rochester Clarion Eccentric for 
its sports section. 

• A second place to Malerba 
for the Waterford Eccentric in 
news photo. 

• A third place in graphics to 
the Waterford Eccentric, 

• A third place to the South-
field Eccentric for its sports sec-
tion. 

• A third place to the Birm-
ingham-Bloomfield Eccentric for 
its sports section. 

• A. th i rd place to the 
Rochester Clarion Eccentric for 
feature story, "Farming Series." 

Youth series tickets on sale 
Tickets are now on sale for the 

2002 Youth Variety Series co-
sponsored by Canton Project 
Arts and Canton Leisure Ser-
vices. 

This year 's series, which is 
geared for ages 12 and under, 
includes The Chris Clark Magic 
Show, Odd Bodkins Varie ty 
Show featuring life-size puppets 
and Chautauqua Express. 

Tickets for each show are 
• » ' 

available for $3 per person at 
Summit on the Park, Seating is 
limited, so advance ticket pur-' 
chases are recommended. All 
shows will be held at the Sum-
mit Banquet and Conference 
Center. 

The Chris Clark Magic Show 
opens this year's series from 10-
11:30 a.m. Saturday, Feb. 23. 
For more information call (734) 
394-5460, 

I ' m Y o u r 

NEIL ANGHILL 
Golden Gate Shopping Center 
8557 N. Liliey Rd. » Canton 

Neighborhood . 
• State Farm Agent 

C a l l m e f o r a l l y o u r i n s u r a n c e n e e d s . 

\ 

734-459-8810 

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is, there.® 
State Farm insurance C o m p a n i e s B H o m e O f f i c e s : B l o o m i n g ! •OMPANL I l l i n o i s 

Presented by 

Hands On Center For Physical Therapy 

RETURNING TO WORK 
One way occupational thera-

pists facilitate the physical recovery 
of injured workers is through "tran-
sitional work programs." This inter-
im step is a structured program of 
job coaching, instruction, educa-
tion in safe work practices, and on-
site conditioning activities..transi-
tional work programs use job tasks 
or a combination of tasks and func-

vidual. Transitional work programs 
take place at the work site and 
require therapeutic monitoring. 

At the HANDS O N CENTER 
FOR PHYSICAL THERAPY, we can 
work wi th local employers as wel l 
as individuals to ensure a smooth 
and healthy transition from recov-
ery to work. Our services include 

, Physiol and occupational the 
tions that an individual with work treatment for pre- and posipa 
restrictions may perform safeiy. back pain, and vocational cou 
Transitional work programs empha- ing. for your convenience, we 
size reai weak activities as the prin- early morning a r d e v e n i n g l 
cipal means of the worker's pnysi- ment hours. You'll f ind our o 
cal recovery'. Transitional work is conveniently located in Plymi 
not an occupational goal, but rather _ at 4 7 0 Forest Avenue, Suite 2 
a means of facilitation a successful learn more about our pra< 
and gradual transition back to full please call 45S-8370. Blue < 
or regular duty for an injured indi- and Medicare Provider. 

PS. Transitional work should be considered by individuals who are no longer in re 
dinially based treatment, who are capable of resuming seme form of modified woi 
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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF PLYMOUTH 
NOTICE OF HEARING-

ASSESSMENT BOARD OF REVIEW 
NOTICE OF HEARING given that the Plymouth Township Board of 
Review will meet on the following dates and times: 

Hearings are by appointment, please call 354-3267, between 8 a.m. and 4:30 
p.m. for an appointment. 

9 a.m. - Noon 
2 p.m. - 5 pan. 
2 p.m. * 5 p.m. 
6 p.m. - 9 p.m. 
9 a.m. • Noon 
2 p.m. - 5 p.m. 
9 a.m. -11 a.m 

Tuesday, March 5 

Monday, March 11 

Tuesday, March 12 

Organizational Meeting 
Hearings by Appointment 
Hearings by Appointment 
Hearings by Appointment 
Hearings by Appointment 
Hearings by Appointment 
First Come - First Served . 

i scheduled as needed. 
Saturday, March 16 

Other hearing dates and times 

All persons protesting their assessments must complete petitions prior to 
appearing before the board. A personal appearance is not required. Appeals 
by mail will be accepted if received by March 16,2002. 

The Board of Review will be held in the Board Meeting Room of Plymouth 
Township Hall, 42350 Ann Arbor Road, Plymouth, MI 48170. 

Please come prepared, as a ten (10) minute limit before the Board of Review 
will be strictly adhered to: 
Publish: February 14,17 and 21,2002 ' 11074746 
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BY JACK GLADDEN 
STAFF WRITER 
jgladden@oe.homecomm.net 

Pssst l Wanna buy a per-
forming arts center? 

No? What about just buying 

That's an offer that Canton 
Township Supervisor Tom 
Yack is hoping someone will 
take him up on. 

As the township's perform-
ing arts center edges closer to 
becoming a masonry and steel 
building and not just plans on 
paper , Yack says "Naming 
Opportunities" are one way of 
raising money. 

9 If you want the center 
itself to bear your (or your 
corporate) name, it's for sale 
for $2.5 million. 

S If you'd like your name on 
just the theater, that's $2 mil-
lion. The education area and 

the stage are being offered for 
$1 million each. 

• For $50,000 you can 
name a coat room, a conces-
sion stand, or a sign package 
among other offerings. 

• A showcase or a music 
practice room is available for 
$10,000 and $15,000 will get 
you the t icket area or an 
upright piano. 

• If all that is out of your 
reach, you can buy a seat - it 
will bear a plaque with your 
name on it - for $600 and that 
contribution can be spread out 
over three years. 

Yack says'they already have 
commitments from some 
"developer types" in the 
$100,000 range or above. 

"The only thing we don't sell 
are urinals," he said. "Almost 
everything else has a price 
tag." 

Arts from page A1 

Construction delayed 
While construction on the 

50,000-square-foot arts center 
was originally scheduled to 
begin in the fall of this year, 
t h a t ' s been pushed to the 
spring of2003. 

"They were going to s tar t 
construction about September 
(2002)," Yack said. "But this 
building is going to be heavy 
steel and heavy masonry and 
they could not guarantee us 
that we would be in the build-
ing before winter which would 
mean t h a t we could incur 
addit ional costs for winter 
construction." 

He said construction is now 
set to begin in February or 
March of 2003 and the build-
ing should be completed by 
the summer of 2004. 

400 seats 
In the early stages of plan-

ning, t he township hi red 
Plante Moran to do a feasibili-
ty study of what it would cost 
to operate a 1,200-seat the-
ater versus a 600-seat one. 

"They came back with num-
bers that were so large rela-
tive to 1,200 seats tha t we 
said 1,200 is just out of the 
question," Yack said. 

The size question came up 
in part because of the various 
groups that would be likely to 
use the facility. 

"The (Plymouth) Symphony 
said 'we rea l ly need more 
than a thousand seats to meet 
our needs,' " Yack said. "And 
then you had the t h e a t e r 

• Canton Supervisor 
Tom Yack said con-
struction Is now set 
to begin in February 
or March of 2003. 

guild saying '300 seats would 
be fine with us.' And every-
body in between " 

After the Plymouth Sym-
phony found a new home at 
Our Lady of Good Counsel, 
Yack said theater planners 
"got real serious at that point 
of focusing in on the smaller 

In November of 1999 a the-
atrical consulting firm pre-
sented a report recommend-
ing a theater of 400 to 450 
seats. 

"Once you get beyond 400 
sea t s the royal ty requi re-
ments for groups like the the-
a ter guild almost double," 
Yack said. "It's all predicated 
on the size of the house." 

He said the t hea t e r will 
have 400 sea t s and the 
biggest decision yet to be 
made is whether all seating 
will be on the f i rs t floor or 
whe the r the re will be 300 
seats downstairs with a 100-
seat balcony. 

"We're going to wan t to 
know the cost d i f fe ren t ia l 
there," he said. 

He said a meeting is sched-
uled with the architects some-
time in the next three weeks 
to study that issue. 

•flush system 

©f fuel 
PRE-SEASON . 

ICHECK-UPSS-
•Adjust' 
•Qteck «mdss* engine i 
•Adjust and lube cabks/check operation 

r - p S 7 S i = * r - i 1 
ROTARYMOWIRS11 MOWIRS&TsACTORSj 

$ 6 4 . 9 5 I I $ 1 4 9 . 9 5 I 

i Wm 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON 
ACCESS TO PUBLIC MEETINGS 

The Charter Township of Canton will provide necessary reasonable 
auxiliary aids and services, such as signers for the hearing impaired and 
audio tapes of printed materials being considered at the meeting, to 
individuals with disabilities at the meeting/hearing upon two weeks notice 
to the Charter Township of Canton. Individuals with disabilities requiring 
auxiliary aids or services should contact the Charter Township of Canton 
by writing or calling the following; 

David Medley, ADA Coordinator 
Charter Township of Canton, 1150 S. Canton Center Road 

Canton, MI 48188 
(734) 397-5435 

Publish; February 14,17 and 21. 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON 
REQUEST FOR BID 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Charter Township of Canton, 
Canton Center S., Canton, Michigan will accept sealed bids at the Office of 
the Clerk up to 3:00 p.m. Thursday,.February 28th, 2002 for the following: 

INFLATABLE ATTRACTIONS 

Bid forms may be picked up at the Finance and Budget Department counter 
or you may contact Mike Sheppard at (734) 394-5225. All bids must be 
submitted in a sealed envelope clearly marked with the proposal name, 
company name, address and telephone number and date and time of bid 
opening. The Township reserves the right to accept or reject any or all 
proposals. The Township does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, sex, religion, age or disability in employment or the 
provision of services. 

TERRY G. BENNETT, Clerk 
« • 

Publish: 

mailto:jgladden@oe.homecomm.net
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National spotlight 

Rarin' t o g o : Salem's Varsity Large Co-ed Team 
and their JV team competed in the National High 
School Cheerleading Championship, Saturday, 
Feb. 9. Both teams won their regional competition 
in December and earned the right to go to the 
national competition. This year is the 10th year 
Salem's varsity cheer team has competed on a 
national level. In 2001, they finished eighth in the 
nation. The varsity team is coached by Jodee and 
Paul Dillon; the JV by Stephanie Gagleard. 

Deadline here for annual 
artist contest 

The application deadline for 
this year's Plymouth Symphony 
Alive with Musical Color Youth 
Artist Competition is Friday. 

The competition itself is sched-
u led to be he ld on S u n d a y , 
March 3 a t Evola Music, 7170 
N. H a g g e r t y in C a n t o n . 
"Through the generosity of the 
P lymouth Rotary Foundat ion , 
t he P lymou th Opt imis t Club, 
and the Michigan Council for 
Arts & Cultural Affairs, the Ply-
m o u t h S y m p h o n y recognizes 
young orchestral talent from the 
grea te r P lymouth-Canton and 
s u r r o u n d i n g c o m m u n i t i e s , 
t h rough th i s competi t ion and 
offered music scholarsh ips to 
area youth since 1978," said Dar-
lene Dreyer , t h e symphony ' s 
executive director. 

The Plymouth Rotary Founda-
t ion is sponsor ing the Senior 
Division Scholarships and the 
P l y m o u t h O p t i m i s t Club t h e 
Junior Division Scholarship. 

The competition is composed of 
three divisions: Senior Instru-
men ta l (grades 10-12), Senior 
Piano (grades 10-12), and Junior 

• COMPETITION 

Division (combined instrumental 
& piano grades 7-9). Applicants 
must be piano, band or orchestra 
students in the school districts of 
Livonia, Northville, Novi, Ply-
m o u t h - C a n t o n , V a n B u r e n 
(Belleville) or Wayne-Westland 
or be students at Evola Music. 

First prize in each senior divi-
sion is $500; first prize in the 
junior division is $250. If appli-
cable, honorable mentions will 
also be acknowledged. 

For an application and/or fur-
ther information, please contact 
Dreyer a t (734) 451-2112 or by e-
mai l a t 
p lymouthsymphony@aol .com. 
Applications are also available 
on the Plymouth Symphony web-
site a t www.plymouthsympho-
ny.org. 

Round up those bears 

Salvation Army and the 
Plymouth Community United 
Way are sponsoring a Teddy 
Bear Round Up during Febru-
ary to replenish a supply of 
stuffed bears given to children 
at disaster scenes. 

Drop-off points are: 
• P l y m o u t h C o m m u n i t y 

U n i t e d Way, 960 W. Ann 
Arbor Trail in Plymouth. 

• Community Federal Cred-
i t Un ion b r a n c h e s in Ply-
mou th , C a n t o n and 
Northville. 

• Bank One, Sheldon Road 
in Plymouth. 

• Engrav ing Connect ion, 
930 W. Ann Arbor Tra i l in 
Plymouth. 

• A l p h a G r a p h i c s P r i n t 
Shop, 43379 Joy in Canton, 

• The Observer Newspa-

pe r s , 794 S. Ma in in, Ply-
mouth. Office hours are 8:30 
a.m,-5 p.m. Monday-Friday. 

Other businesses which are 
p a r t i c i p a t i n g by col lec t ing 
t eddy b e a r s f rom t h e i r 
employees inc lude Johnson 
Controls, Visteon, and Finlan 
Insurance Agency. 

T h e r e a r e a n u m b e r of 
churches which are also par-
ticipating in the Teddy Bear 
Round Up. They include Our 
Lady of Good Counse l , S t . 
Kenneth ' s Catholic Church, 
First Methodist, First Presby-
ter ian and St. John's Episco-
pal Church, all in Plymouth. 

Churches in Canton collect-
ing teddy bears for the Salva-
tion Army include Resurrec-
t ion Ca tho l i c C h u r c h and 
Geneva Presbyterian Church, 

BACK BY DETROIT'S DEMAND! 
O H I O ' S I . A R G E S T I ' l J I t & I. F . A T H L R C O . 

r T O J c ' W e i § s COMES TO 
SOUTHFELD HOLIDAY INN 

T E L E G R A P H WD. J U S T S O U T H O F 1 2 M I L E R D . 

B i P i ' M FUR & LEATHER SALE 
Save 

u p 10 80 1% 311(1 
/ u more! 

OVER 2 , 0 0 0 FURS •LEATHERS -FUR HATS, FUR HEADBANDS 

Entire inventory Of 

Men's Furs Entire Inventory Of 
LADIES 

SAVE N O LESS THAN 

SAVE N O LESS 

and even more! 

*M£NK'BRAVER 
'COYOTE & MORE! 

from
 $699 

and even more! 
EVERY FUR COAT! 

EVERY FOE JACKET! 
EVERY FUR STRGIXERI M E N ' S LEA3HERS 

from ® 1 0 0 

Ladies Leathers 
MINK COATS 
Values (o $4,000.... FOX TRIM LEATHER 

Tuxedo Full Length Coats 
to S13Q0 BEAVER COATS 

Values to $4,000 
* H o l i d a y I n n D i r c c l 

NOO-'i.-VMi'Hi:"; 
W e i s s 12/ |S-:S.">:S-7700 

LONG LEATHER COATS 
Values -to S1100. 

SHEARED . 

Mink & Beaver Jackets 

LEATHER JACKETS 
Blackglama Mink Coats 
Values io $12,000. 

Values to $600... from 

Fur Trim Leather Pantcoats 
..from 

INSTANT CREDIT 

RATE'S HAVEN'T BEEN 
, THIS' LOW.SINCE 

TELEPHONES HAD DIALS. 

Fifth Third Equity FlejAAner 

3-month 
Introductory Rate 

Adjusts to 
Current Prime 

Call 1-888-797-5353, stop by your nearest Fifth Third Banking Center 

or apply online at www.53.com. 

S3 Fifth Third Bank 
W o r k i n g Hard T o B e T h e O n l y B a n k You'l l Ever N e e d ? 

Upon quai&sttn.Wtas opend, is istroduaory Anota] PssaUfe Sat? (APR) s i be Sxed st 124% for tfweaicaitto q»:o 88% Ioan-tD-«!ue (LTV) or for (hosequalî 'iag fort Plane+0% 

jw. h Rorkb, feamarv susp mappiki oc torn Ofsr S3Q$KLTefms tsd csndiaonj subject !o ctenge athma notice. No «kr discouru tppfe. Consul: tax advisor rtprdiag dedtioMsY 
cf interest HftbThind and fiftfaThird Bask art regisrensi service marks RfthThini Btocctp. Manber FDIC . " ' IBOS 

Cancer is 
a lournev. 

* „ 

** v, 

Follow a Leaden 
We know where you're coming from; we've been this way thousands of times before. 

And we'll be here for you, every step of the way. 
For information on treatment options, clinical trials or coping with cancer, call now. 

Cancer AnswerLine: 1-800-865-1125 

Comprehensive Cancer Center 
University of Michigan 
Health System* 

c :l i i :n 1 c I) 

mailto:plymouthsymphony@aol.com
http://www.53.com
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ONE DAY ONLY! 
All Swimming Pools & 
Pool Tables Must Go! 

'/« 
18 

Swim Pool 
$ C A f l * 

21 
Swim Pool * 

Ml 

H i 

15'x24' or 15'x30 
Oval Swim Pools 

* * 

adder & skimmer **Pools come comple 

Sl im Pools 

The Viscount "Executive" 
• Family Rec Room Game Table 

• Laminate Design for family durability 

The Viscount "Capri" 
• Unique Oversized Carved Legs with 

Distinct ive. AD tj,q u e Styling 

VSRP $4000 

The Viscount "Black Max' 
• Commercial Features with 

Cast Aluminum Rail & Apron Caps 

VSRP $2619 'Optional Gulley Available. 

These 3 slate tables are delivered to your home with playing accessories 

Foosbaih 
Stick Soccer & .,HgcJkey Solid Wood 

Bars 15% OFF 
New Brunswick 

ool Tables 60% 

a e 

111,513 id Oak Arts & Crafts Design with Gully 4.723 Hiahander 

Tournament Quality Contempo Style 3,139 1,32 

Brunswick Exotic Hardwood Heirloom 2.210 

Qty Size Model Description VSRP Sale 

3 8' Tudor Made for a Man Oversize Sold Oak $4,288 $1,763 

2 8' Wellington Mable Table with Carved Wood Legs $4,094 $1,475 

1 T Bradford Brunswick Traditional Mahogany Turned Leg $4,952 $1,859 

Livonia Location Only! 
28302 Joy Road • (734) 261 -8580 

Great Times Right at Home! 
All sales final. Prior sales excluded. No other discounts apply. Discounts are from VSRP. Pictures may be slightly different 
from actual sale items. Some display models may have slight blemishes. 

'Qualified buyers only. See store for financing info. No dealer purchases. Offer good while supplies last. 

Closed Friday, Feb. 15 

Open for One Day Sale 
Saturday, Feb. 16 JMBI 

10am-4pm 

Pools • Spas • Billiards 
1.1094803 
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O B I T U A R I E S 

m . 

EVELYN D, PIERCE 
S e r v i c e s (or Eve lyn Pierce , 85, 

i iS 'Canton, were- held Feb, 11 a t 
S i . T h o m a s a 'Becke t Ca tho l i c 
C h u r c h wi th t h e Rev. C. R i cha rd 
Kel ly officiating' . B u r i a l w a s a t 
Holy S e p u l c h r e C e m e t e r y . 

Mrs . P ierce w a s bo rn Oct . 31, 
1916 in I ronbe l t , Wis . a n d d ied 
Feb. 7 in W e s t l a n d , 

S h e w a s p receded in d e a t h by 
h e r h u s b a n d . H a r o l d P ie rce . 

S u r v i v o r s inc lude son . Bud 
( N a n c y ) Pierce: d a u g h t e r s . 
A n d r e a (Ron* Vogt a n d Miche le 
(-Jeff) Raykovich : s ix g r a n d c h i l -
d r e n : arid seven g r e a t - g r a n d c h i l -
d r e n . 

M e m o r i a l c o n t r i b u t i o n s m a y 
be m a d e to St . V incen t D e P a u l 
Socie ty . 

A r r a n g e m e n t s m a d e by 
M c C a b e F u n e r a l H o m e C a n t o n 
C h a p e l . 

LANNY P. THORNTON 
Serv i ce s for L a n n y T h o r n t o n . 

66. of C a n t o n w e r e he ld Feb. 11 
a t L.J . Gr i f f in F u n e r a l H o m e in 
Cantors . 

Mr . T h o r n t o n w a s born J u n e 8, 
19.15 in H i a w a t h a , K a n . a n d died 
Feb, 7 in S u p e r i o r T o w n s h i p . H e 
w a s a n e n g i n e e r for t h e a u t o m o -
t ive i n d u s t r y . 

S u r v i v o r s inc lude wife . D o n n a 
•J.: d a u g h t e r . T r a c i e R, ( James> 
S t e s i a k ; son. L a n n y E.: d a u g h -
ter . J u l i e L. ( M i c h a e l ' K i t z m d l e r : 
t h r e e b r o t h e r s : s ix s i s t e r s ; 16 
g r a n d c h i l d r e n : a n d t w o g r e a t -
g r a n d c h i l d r e n . 

A r r a n g e m e n t s m a d e by L.J . 
Gr i f f in F u n e r a l H o m e . 

JOHN M. ROBISON, D.D.S. 
Serv i ce s for J o h n Robison . 90, 

of F lo r ida w e r e he ld Feb . 16 a t 
t h e Holy F a m -
ily C h u r c h in 
Xovi w i t h t h e 
Rev, J o h n 
Buckle off ic ia t -
ing. B u r i a l 
w a s a t Ever-
g r e e n C e m e -
te ry in Col-
o r a d o S p r i n g s . 
Colo. 

Dr . Robison 
w a s born Aug 
30, 1911 in A l b e r t a . C a n a d a a n d 
d ied Feb . 5 in F lo r ida . H e g r a d -
u a t e d f r o m h igh school in D e t r o i t 
a n d t h e U n i v e r s i t y of M i c h i g a n 
D e n t a l School in 1936. H e p rac -
t iced d e n t i s t r y for over 54 y e a r s , 
both in P l y m o u t h a n d Co lo rado 
S p r i n g s , Whi le in P l y m o u t h , he 
w a s ac t ive in c o m m u n i t y a f f a i r s , 
a m e m b e r of O u r Lady of Good 
C o u n s e l C h u r c h a n d p r e s i d e n t of 
tiie C h a m b e r of C o m m e r c e a n d 
t h e O p t i m i s t C lub . He w a s a 
c a p t a i n in t h e A r m y Med ica l 
C o r p s (baring Wor ld W a r !L s t a -
t ioned in I n d i a . 

He w a s p receded in d e a t h by 
h i s 'w i fe of-18 y e a r s . B a r b a r a 
S h u k e r Robison a n d two b r o t h -
ers , S. Cl i f ford Robison a n d Col. 
R a y m o n d D. Robison . 

S u r v i v o r s inc lude son , J o h n R. 
i M a r i l y n n ! Robison. D.D.S. of 
Nor thv i l l e : d a u g h t e r s , S h a w n 
Dufau l t of H u t c h i n s o n I s l and . 
Fla . . a n d L e t h a Robison Knox, 
D.D.S. of Colorado S p r i n g s : 
g r a n d s o n s . Rober t D u f a u l t of 
M u n d e l e i n . 111.. S t eve D u f a u l t of 
Chicago . Bradop, Robison of Fro-

I0LLECT or PHY 
... „ - w 

Dr. John Robison 

Michigan s finest 
Dol l s & B e a r s 

10-50% I f f 

CTHINKING ABOUT ^ 

^ LENNOX 
F R E E E S T I M A T E S 

( 7 3 4 ) 5 2 5 - 1 3 3 0 
UNITED TEMPERATURE 
8919 MiDDLEBELT* LIVONIA , 

H 
ALL OLD 

T i l TRAINS 
SLOT C H S 

f 

PRE-I970 TOYS 
CalL.Merri-Seven 
trains* Hobbles & 

Collectibles 
, 2 4 8 - 4 7 7 - G 5 5 0 

Tuesday- Saturday 

mont . Cal i f , , C o r t n y Robison a n d 
J o h n D. Robison of Nor thv i l l e ; 
a n d o n e g r e a t - g r a n d d a u g h t e r . 
B r i a n n a D u f a u l t of M u n d e l e i n , 
1 1 1 , 

M e m o r i a l c o n t r i b u t i o n s m a y 
be m a d e to t h e c h a r i t y of choice 
or t h e A m e r i c a n L u n g Associa-
t ion. 2 6 5 5 5 E v e r g r e e n Road . S te . 
375, S o u t h f i e l d , MI 48076. 

A r r a n g e m e n t s m a d e by C a s t -
e r l ine F u n e r a l H o m e . 

JOHN D. WILES 
Serv ices for J o h n Wiles . 79. of 

C a n t o n T o w n s h i p , w e r e he ld 
Feb. 14 a t t h e S c h r a d e r - H o w e l l 
F u n e r a l H o m e w i t h t h e Rev. 
David L a w r e n c e of f ic ia t ing . 
Bur ia l w a s a t Knol lwood C e m e -

te ry in ( ' a n i o n T o w n s h i p , 
Mr. Wi les w a s born Sep t . -I. 

1922 in C a n t o n a n d died Feb, 10 
in C a n t o n . He w a s a r e t i r ed mill-
w r i g h t f rom Rose T r u c k a n d 
C a s t e r C o m p a n y in Det ro i t . H e 
a l so w a s a f a r m e r in C a n t o n a n d 
a l i fe- long C a n t o n t o w n s h i p resi-
d e n t . He w a s a m e m b e r of t h e 
W a r r e n w o o d s W e s l e y a n C h u r c h 
in W e s t l a n d , He loved t h e ou t -
doors . fishing and p h o t o g r a p h y . 
H e w a s a loving h u s b a n d , f a t h e r , 
g r a n d f a t h e r , g r e a t - g r a n d f a t h e r . 
b r o t h e r a n d uncle . 

S u r v i v o r s inc lude wife . Ru th 
Wi les of C a n t o n : d a u g h t e r . 
D i a n e i T h o m a s ! Pollock of Cor-
dova, T e n n , : son, T h o m a s 
' L a u r a ! Wi les of M i lan; son, Rav 

Wiles of CaiHon: and d a u g h t e r , 
• Joanne Wiles of ( "an ion . 1.1 
g r a n d c h i l d r e n : a n d IH urea l -
e ' r andeh i ld ren . 

M e m o r i a l c o m r i b u t i o n s m a y 
be m a d e to the America. ') H e a r t 
Assoc ia t ion or iho W a n v n w o o d s 
W e s l e y a n < ' h u r c h . 6615 YVnoy 
Road. W e s i i a n d , MI -18185. 
HENRY DEXTER BARNARD 

Serv ices for H e n r y B a r n a r d . 
89, of Piyinnui h, will be he id at a 
l a t e r d a i e , 

Mr. B a r n a r d was barn Feb. 29. 
1912 in C h o r i o n r , Mich a n d 
died Feb. :! in !'•> moui h. 

He c a m e to the P l y m o u t h com-
m u n i t y in liuiU f rom Fmrene . 
Ore . Hr al>o had lived in Grouse 

Po jn te . 
Mr. B a r n a r d w a s a m e m b e r of 

t h e Society of M a n u f a c t u r i n g 
E n g i n e e r s . P i l l a r No. 2-17 O E S 
Mt . C l e m e n s . Past M a s t e r of 
Revere Lodge No. 526, De t ro i t . 
S h r i n e Moslem T e m p l e , De t ro i t , 
Sco t t i sh Rite Val ley , Det ro i t . 
K n i g h t s of the York Cross of 
Honor . Oregon . Royal Arch 
M a s o n s E u g e n e C h a p t e r No. 10. 
Oregon . Past i l l u s t r i o u s M a s t e r 
H i r a m Counci l No. 7. O r e g o n . 
Pas t C o m m a n d e r K n i g h t s Tem-
plar i v a n h o e C o m m a n d a r y No. 
2. Oregon , a n d McKorude River 
Lodge No. 195 E u g e n e , Ore . 

He en joyed c o m p u t e r s , tool 
a n d die m a k i n g , a n d woodwork-
ing. 

S T A R T S F R I D A Y . F E B R U A R Y 1 5 

S A L E 1 9 . 9 9 G i r l s ' d e n i m jeans f r o m Zana-Di. 

fVludd, and L.E.I, in s i zes 7 - 1 6 . R e g . 3 4 . 0 0 . 

sale 19.99. IN' CHILDREN'S 

mwmmm 

H P 

« 
I 

S A L E 2 9 . 9 9 i zod knit s p o r t s h i r t s in a var ie ty 

of s t y les a n d c o l o r s . Reg. 4 5 . 0 0 . sale 2 9 . 9 9 . 

m 

m 
• 

r ik 

§ •f 

S A L E 3 9 . 9 9 Grea t s e l e c t i o n of f a m o u s go l f 

m a k e r s h i r t s a n d s h o r t s . Reg. 4 8 . 0 0 - 6 9 0 0 . 

sale 39,99. 

2 5 1 O F F 1 he ent i re s t o c k of N ine W e s t a n d re lat iv i -

ty h a n d b a g s . Rsg 2 9 , 0 0 - 8 0 . 0 0 . s a l e 21.75-60.00, 

15% OFF your firs! ci 

2 5 X O F F W o m e n ' s 

En?o A n g i o l i n i . N ine W e s i . .•• 

A igner . V a n Eli. Un isa . L a t e r 

re lat iv i ty . Reg. 4 9 0 0 - / 8 01) 

N',vo'.T",saoi ; 

;S0CKite for t i d a l s 

Y O U R E S O M E B O D Y 

CALL 800-424-8185 TO ORDER ANYTIME. STORE HOt 
CHARGE IT; Parisian Creo 

LOCATED AT LAUREL PARK PLACE IN LIVONIA, CORNER < 

R INFORMATION ;: v 

AD EXIT OFF INTERS7A 

'4 he gavels 
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. - for the 
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i > Judge Ron 
Rock Lodge, 
: ed in 1968 
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More Important school 
issues merit discussion 

We're willing to bet t h a t when Mike 
• Chiumento and Tom Salbenblatt put up 
.displays involving gay issues two years 
ago, they never dreamed it would cause 

Having said tha t , it 's time to put the 
issue of the gay displays to rest. There 
are far more important issues facing the 
Plymouth-Canton school district. 

But it has , and to tha t we have only 
one thing to say: Enough, already. 

We say t h i s m i n d f u l t h a t we h a v e 
played a role in the uproar. We covered 
the story when then-superintendent Ken 
Walcott ordered the displays removed 
two years ago. We wrote about it when 
the teachers filed a grievance. We report-
ed on the arbitrator's decision forcing the 
school district to offer a written apology, 
and again when the teachers found tha t 

7 apology inadequate. 
The story was news, and we did the job 

we're here to do: Tell you about it. 
For the most part, the debate those dis-

plays inspired on our editorial pages has 
been h e a l t h y , p a s s i o n a t e and pol i te . 
T h e r e h a v e n ' t been m a n y p e r s o n a l 
attacks. We disagree wi th wri ters who 
have suggested the teachers are trying to 
"push" or "p romote" t h e i r l i f e s ty l e , 
although no evidence has surfaced of any 
such agenda. 

And we cer ta inly disagree wi th t h e 
wri ter who said our newspaper has "a 
homosexual agenda" because the issue 
appeared in the paper in two consecutive 
issues. Our agenda, as always, is inform-
ing our readers. We don't make the news, 
we don't push an agenda (except on our 
editorial page, where i t 's proper). We 
simply cover the news. 

The displays went up, the dis-
plays came down. The arbitrator 

has ruled, and the district has 
adhered to the ruling. Both sides 

have had their say. It's time to 
move on. 

The district still faces the distinct pos-
sibility of a budget deficit, possibly as 
ear ly as the 2003-04 school year. Per-
pupil funding barely escaped Gov. John 
Engler ' s lame-duck budge t ax, which 
would have dealt a serious blow to P-C 
funding. 

N e a r l y d i s t r i c t -w ide r e n o v a t i o n is 
needed, a t a cost of millions of dollars. 
The district is losing several administra-
tors, and replacements must be found. 
The newest high school opens in Septem-
ber, and a bond issue could come soon to 
pay for repairs. 

These are serious issues to discuss, and 
we shouldn't let smaller questions cloud 
the picture. The displays went up, the 
displays came down. The arbitrator has 
ruled; and the distr ict ha s adhered to 
t h a t ruling. Both sides have had the i r 
say. It's time to move on. 

Let the serious discussions begin. 

Engler shift a temporary 
school solution, at best 

A bronze taedal. ( 

In the spirit of the Winter Olympics, 
that 's what we award Gov. John Engler 
for his proposal to keep Michigan public 
schools out of budgetary hot water and 
boost yearly pe r - s tuden t spending by 
$200, keeping a previous promise. 

The Observer credits the governor for 
finding a creative solution to a delicate 
problem during tough economic times. At 
the same t ime, we ques t ion i t s bas ic 
premise, prospects as a long-term solu-
tion and even its political fate once parti-
san legislators begin tearing meat from 
the budget bones during a highly-charged 
election year. 

In case you missed it, what Engler put 
forward last week is a one-time tax pay-
ment shift for the portion of your bill tha t 
goes to schools. Beginning with July 2003 
bills, all school property tax collections 
would be made in the summer, r a the r 
than on the winter t ax bill or a 50-50 
split as is the case in some districts. As a 
sweetener, a 1-mill school property tax 
reduction (from 6 to 5 mills) would take 
effect for 2003 only. 

The payment shuffle would fill in a gap 
created by declining sales tax revenues 
and pave the way for the expected $200 
bump in the state Foundation Grant to 
$8,700 per pupil. The boost would tem-
porarily take the hea t off many south-
eastern Michigan school districts, where 
officials were planning cuts for next fall 
in light of projected deficits ranging from 
a few hundred thousand doEars to more 
than $6 million. Mbst will now deal with 
much smaller shortfalls. 

If reaction from local superintendents 
is an indication, Engler is making the 
right moves if he wants "Education Gov-
ernor" as p a r t of h is legacy. "It blew 
everybody a w a y . I t ' s welcome n e w s 
assuming the legislature passes it," said 
Farmington Public Schools Superinten-
dent Bob Maxfield. 

Plymouth-Canton Community Schools 
Super in tenden t Kathleen Booher said 
any cuts for next year "would be nothing 
on a scale of what we would have to do if 
we didn't get the $200." 

As a feel-good bonus, residents in many 
metro Detroit school districts will hardly 
notice the change. Residents in the Ply-
mouth-Canton and Wayne-Westland dis-
tricts already pay the school portion of 
their taxes on summer bills. School dis-
tricts in Livonia and Farmington split 
the taxes between summer and winter 
bills and Garden City, after collecting in 
the winter for 2001, moves to a summer-

winter split for 2002. 
Of course , t h e Eng le r p l a n doesn ' t 

address what will happen if sales tax rev-
enues don't bounce back by late 2003. 
T h a t winter t ax bill - with no portion 
dedicated to schools - could look mighty 
aus tere to local school board members 
deal ing wi th r i s ing h e a l t h care costs, 
teacher contracts and the like. 

(We) credit the governor for find-
ing a creative solution to a deli-
cate problem during tough eco-
nomic times. At the same time, 
we question Its basic premise, 
prospects as a long-term solu-
tion and even Its political fate 

once partisan legislators begin 
tearing meat from the budget 
bones during a highly charged 

election year. 

That , as the saying goes, is the next 
governor's problem. 

But that 's also characteristic of much 
of Engler's - and Lansing's - approach to 
school fund ing issues . And if all t h i s 
sounds familiar, remember tha t Proposal 
A itself was no th ing more t h a n a t ax 
shift that tempprarily cut skyrocketing 
property tax bills (a bad thing) caused 
primarily by rising home values (a good 
thing). 

While Proposal A worked like a charm 
on the homeowner side, its record on the 
education side is decidedly more mixed. 
I ts approach to balancing out funding 
inequi t ies ha s p r imar i ly helped poor 
urban and rura l districts. It took eight 
years , but the economic "doomsayers" 
who dared to question what would hap-
pen when the economy soured can now 

Like Proposal A before it , the grea t 
budge t s h i f t of '03 does n o t h i n g to 
address the long-term issues facing local 
schools. For example, how do we replace 
aging education infrastructure and pre-
pare for technology upgrades in districts 
that are no longer growing? How do we 
keep and attract quality teachers as pres-
s u r e in t ens i f i e s to hold t h e l ine on 
salaries and benefits? 

I t ' s good to see t h a t educat ion h a s 
become such a priority around the state 
Capitol, .Maybe someday some governor 
and legislature will look at real solutions 
rather than quick fixes. 
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• Shame on you . 
This is in response to the front page 

article, "Teachers not satisfied with 
apology" (Feb. 7): Oh, you have got'to be 
kidding me! Shame on you Mike Chiu-
mento and Tom Salbenblatt! You two 
should be the ones to have to apologize 
to the school system, your colleagues, 
and especially the parents! 

And shame on you arbi t ra tor Paul 
Glendon for your ruling! 

I fully £gree that we as a society need 
to address the need to educate our chil-
dren about diversity. Yes there are peo-
ple of every different color in this great 
nation that don't deserve to be discrimi-
nated against because of that. But you 
seem to want to take things in a differ-
ent direction. You are claiming diversity 
education and tolerance to those who 
make life choices. There is a huge differ-

People of ethnicity don't have 
of skin color. Sexual preference is a 
choice. This wanders into moral issues, 
don ' t you th ink , Mr. Ch iumento? 
Morals are to be taught at home. Sure 
these gay students don't deserve to be 
picked on because of the choices they 
make. In t h a t case, ne i ther do I for 
choosing not to drink at social gather-
ings. Yet, I know at all of the birthdays 
and barbecues, I am going to be the 
social outcast of the evening, and have 
to endure some ridicule for that choice 
that I make. 

I agree with Robin Wilson (Letters to 
the editor, Feb.7). Leave you personal 
agenda at home. I have a daughter who 
will be entering middle school in 2003. 
How terrifying it is to me that these are 
the types of things that may be taught 
in the classroom. Piease leave the moral 
lessons up to me to teach, a t home, 
where they belong. 

Anita Rivera 

taught to every kid in America,,.. If they 
have their way, the gay and lesbian 
point of view will be integrated into 
every academic subject..." And it is pro-
paganda. There is no evidence to sug-
gest that homosexuality is inherited or 
genetic. It is a disorder and was listed 
in the Diagnostic and Statistical Manu-
al (DSM) until 1973. It was removed 
af te r intense efforts financed by the 
National Gay and Lesbian task force 
upon the American Psychiatric Associa-
tion. 

I t is very sad t h a t in th is country 
(that was founded on Judeo-Christian 
values) we cannot post the Ten Com-
mandments in schools, but we can dis-
play homosexual propaganda. We are 
certainly not putting the best interest of 
our children first , but ra ther special 
interest groups with their own agenda. 

Parents and all concerned taxpayers, 
I urge you to speak out and stand up for 
the protection of your children. The 
moral, Christian people in this country 
also have the right to freedom of speech 
and it's time we took a stand for the 
protection of our children. Their parents 
at home should deal with our children's 
sexuality not a public forum by individ-
uals promoting their "lifestyle." 
may have to tolerate their lifestyle, 
we do not have to. accept or embrace it. 
Tolerance is not equivalent to accep-
tance. 

There is an organization of Attorneys 
for Christ ian Rights...the Rutherford 
Institute that can help us fight against 
the degradation of Christian values in 
the public schools. Also, a new released 
book by Dr. James Dobson titled Bring-
ing up Boys (or any book by him) would 
be helpful. 

Lisa Chismar 
Canton 

canton n Agenda distressing 

• Homosexual propaganda 
As a resident of Canton and a taxpay-

er I feel compelled to speak out about 
the recent controversy involving the gay 
teachers and their display. 

First, let me say I agree whole-heart-
edly with Ms. Wilson's opinion in the 
Feb. 7 Observer. 

Next, the parents in this community 
should be appalled that our public edu-
cation system is partaking in pushing 
the gay, community's agenda down the 
th roa t s of s tudents . These teachers 
clearly are promoting their lifestyle and 
trying to recruit vulnerable, confused 
teens and pre-teens. Yes, recruit. There 
are teens that are confused about their 
sexuality and they should not be subject 
to this propaganda. These teachers are 
not being paid our tax dollars to teach 
kids about homosexuality, they were 
h i red to t each ma th , science and 
English. (I guess this explains why by 
the 12th grade U.S. students score the 
lowest in these subjects compared to 
other industrialized nations.) Do these 
t e ache r s also belong to NAMBLA 
(North American Man/ Boy Love Associ-
ation). This organization feels the i r 
agenda ought to be promoted as well 
and that they are "normal-." 

Our public education system is in a 
crisis and the fight going on in the Ply-
mouth-Canton Community Schools is 
about gay teachers' freedom of speech 
being violated because they are trying 
to promote their: lifestyle. Something is 
very wr,ong. According to Dr. J ames 
Dobson (Focus on the Family). " The 
National Education Association and the 
U.S. Department of Education is assur-
ing t h a t homosexual propaganda is 

In regard to Mike Chiumento's letter 
in the Jan. 24 Plymouth Observer: Mr. 
Chiumento, you stated that you were 
"thinking of the gay and lesbian stu-
dents who live in fear, isolation, and 
silence because no one will advocate for 
them." 

Would you suggest finding advocates 
and creating displays for the heterosex-
ual students, and the bisexual students/ 
and the asexual students as well? In 
middle school? 

I have both heterosexual and homo-
sexual friends, but perhaps we are just 
a bit more mature than you and Mr. 
Salbenblatt. We don't feel the need to 
make sure everyone knows, accepts and 
celebrates our individual sexual prefer-
ences. You are gay. So what? You are 
not advocating acceptance or equality, 
you are advocating separation. 

As a parent in this school district, I 
am offended by the fact that you may be 
permitted to encourage students to 
make sure everyone knows who their , 
preferred sexual partners are. This is 
middle school we're talking about 10-
and 11-year-olds in the sixth grade! In 
school, I would prefer that my child 
focus on math and science and history, 
and not spend a great deal of time 
learning about who has sex with whom 
and why. 

It is a serious injustice that the par-
ents aren't given a choice about whether 
or not this is an appropriate focus for 
their children. You are an employee of 
the tax-paying parents of this district. 
It is very sad that you have no respect 
for what your employer has hired you to 
do and you are allowed to force your 
own personal agenda down our throats 
and our children's. 

As for the arbitrator you praised, it is 

very unfortunate that this person was 
so cowardly that they were more con-
cerned with being politically correct 
than with determining what the respon-
sibility of the school district is to teach 
and advocate, and where that responsi-
bility should stop. 

The decision on this issue makes it 
painfully clear that the educational 
goals fbr our children which are held by 
the vast majority of parents and teach-
ers are viewed as less important than 
one or two teachers' individual objec-
tives. It is extremely distressing to 
think that our school system is becom-
ing yet another platform for political 
agenda. 

M. Petersen 
Plymouth 

I Where are rebuttals? 
The article, "Teachers not satisfied 

apology" on Feb. 7 was the second 
front-page article on this subject recent-
ly where two homosexual teachers are 
given all the space for their comments. 
Where are the rebuttals from the school 
board? Where are the rebuttals from 
hundreds of students and parents who 
don't want gay displays in the school? 

It is apparent that you have a homo-
sexual agenda for this paper. 

Please Cancel my subscription. 
Steven Lafayette 

Canton 

• Intelligent editorial 
Hooray to you, Mr. Gallagher. Your 

editorial of Jan, 17 was just plain intel-
ligent. 

I recently retired from 30 years of 
teaching English. I wouldn't have given 
up teaching Huck Finn, no matter what 
anyone said. And thanks for addressing 
the "Christian" element of our society 
who think little Harry Potter is evil. If 
they weren't so serious, they would be 
laughable. Can we say Snow White-, 
Cinderella, Disney-in-general? We have 
always loved our fantasy world. Anyone 
who hasn't met Bilbo Baggins is miss-
ing out on an ordinary character, who 
does extraordinary things, just as little 
Harry does. 

Great traits for our children to learn, 
don't you think? Besides, when was the 
last time we saw children lined up for 
hours outside Borders, just waiting to 
see what will happen next to Harry? I 
love it! 

Thank you. Thank you, Mr. Gal-
lagher. You made my day. 

Carole Barker 
Farmington Hills 

Share your opinions 
We-welcome your letters to the 
editor. Please include your name, • 
address and phone number for 
verification. We ask that your Setters 
be 400 words or less. We may edit 
for clarity, space and content. 

Mall: 
Letters to the Editor 
Tedd Schneider 
Canton Observer 
794 South Main 
Plymouth, Ml 48170 

E-Mail: 
tschneider@oe.homecomm.net 

Fax: 

734-459-4224 

http://www.obscrverandeccentric.com
mailto:tschneider@oe.homecomm.net


The Observer! THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2002 

OTHER OPINIONS 

(CP)A9 

Thursday. February 14. 2002 

Is Engler's budget a booby 
trap for the next governor? 

"Apres nous le deluge" (after us the deluge) is 
Madame de Pompadour is supposed to have 

remarked to the French King Louis XV in 1757, 
af ter the defeat of the French and Austr ian 
armies by Frederick the Great in the battle of 

; Rosbach. The "deluge," of course, was the end of 
the French monarchy and aristocracy of the 
ancient regime. 

I fe l t 
remark seemed 
especially ap t 
a f t e r I spen t 
several hours 
reading the fine 
p r in t of t he 
s t a t e budget 
submit ted las t 
week by Gov. 
John Engler . 
There are so 
many account-
ing tricks, fund 
t r a n s f e r s and 
accelerated tax 
p a y m e n t s 
involved in con-
fect ing a "bal-

anced" budget for fiscal 2003 that I pity the poor 
slob who has to face the deluge of red ink and 
balance the state's books in 2004. 

Consider; 
• Property tax collections for 2003 get a one-

time acceleration to get per-pupil K-12 spending 
up to $6,700. By the time the tax bills hit next 
July, this November's elections will be but a 

Phil Power 

The state school aid fund looks as though it's 
getting a 12 percent increase, mainly because 
Engler's budget credits to it federal payments 
that usually go to the Department of Education. 

• Around $80 million in an unemployment 
compensation contingency fund will get trans-
ferred to the schools. 

• Another contingency fund, around $250 mil-
lion for Medicaid, will be cut in half, with the bal-
ance used for other purposes. 

• The state's rainy day fund, which had a $1.3 
billion balance just two years ago, will be drained 
to just above $250 million. Anything less would 
have caused an automatic halt to the cuts in the 
state's single business tax, something tax-cutter 
Engler doesn't want on his record as he leaves 
office. 

v • The $35 million originally budgeted to pay 
' for the Build Michigan road bonds will go instead 
to fund the Department of Transportation. 

M A bit more than half of the $14 million in an 
environmental emergency cleanup fund will prop 
up the Department of Environmental Quality. 

After 12 years in office, the governor has had 
plenty of time to learn about all the nooks and 
crannies in the state's financial accounting sys-
tem. He sure used them all this time around! 

One hopes the school aid fund, which depends 
on a combination of property, sales and income 
taxes, will recover as the Michigan economy 
improves after the recession. But the general 
fund depends on income and business taxes, 
which typically lag a f t e r a recession. And 
changes in the federal estate tax will cost the 
state more than $50 million in 2003, not to men-
tion the cuts in money for road construction that 
President Bush v.*«nts in his own federal budget. 

One hopes the school a* J fund, which 
depends on a combination of property, 

sales and income taxes, will recover 
as the Michigan economy improves 
after the recession. But the general 

fund depends on income and business 
taxes, which typically lag after a 

recession. 

The worry is that Michigan's recovery from the 
recession will be low and slow, especially given 
weakness in the automobile industry and in man-
ufacturing generally. The hope is tha t there 
won't be a big, unexpected emergency t h a t 
requires big time state spending. 

In any event, I expect the Republican-dominat-
ed state legislature to pass the Engler budget 
with a minimum of fuss, thereby preserving the 
governor's legacy as a tax cutter and budget bal-
ancer. 

But in the back of my mind is another more 
cynical and utterly unprovable suspicion. Could 
it be tha t in preparing his last budget; Gov. 
Engler has all but writ ten off the chances a 
Republican will be elected his successor? Other-
wise, why prepare a budget that so recklessly 
risks pushing off the awful day of financial reck-
oning onto the administration of some Democrat-
ic governor? 

Over the years, many outgoing governors and 
presidents have delighted in laying booby traps 
for the i r unwary successors, and Engler — 
always shrewd and partisan — just might be 
looking forward to a last ~ 

Phil Power is chairman of HomeTown 
Communications Network Inc., the company 
that owns this newspaper. He welcomes your 
comments, either by voice mail at (734) 953-
2047, ext. 1880, or by e-mail at ppower® 
homecomnu net. 

Erratic government 
leaves Kenyans with 
questions 

Sara Wiener 

There is a heavy 
sort of expectancy 
l inger ing in the 
air tonight. 

This week 
Nairobi 's most 
widely read news-
paper has been 
running a series of 

articles on Election 2002 — President Daniel T. 
Arap Moi's succession. 

In December Moi is expected to give up his seat 
after 24 years (14 more than permitted by Kenya 
constitution). Kenyans, unsurprisingly, are 
eagerly anticipating the change that will no 
doubt rock the country when a new head of state 
takes charge. 

Much of this succession coverage is focused on 
the question of whether he will really leave. 
With Moi's long-held reputation for doing what-
ever he wants, whenever he wants, Kenyans are 
preparing themselves for watching this man run 
their country until his death, which could still be 
another 20 years. 

Tonight in my house, my host father is scan-
ning the newspaper and scoffing at the full color 
photo spread on page one, Moi gallantly placed in 
a red velvet chair watching schoolgirls perform 
traditional dances. In a Jan. 30th article from 
Nairobi's Daily Nation titled "President's Priority 
is a Dignified Exit," Macharia Gaitho says, 
"though [Moil will not be a presidential candi-
date, [he] wants to stage-manage the process so 
that he can secure himself a comfortable retire-
ment." 

But Kenyans, fed up with the man and his poli-
cies, would rather send him off with a presiden-
tial kick in the butt. 

In the same article, citizens on the street were 
asked to respond to the prospect of Moi's leaving. 
John Khaemba said,#"I will not miss him, I'm 

bored with his presidency, which I think has 
been very successful. He does not deserve a 
sion or any benefits." 

And to wrap up the general sen t iment I 
observe in Kenyan citizens, Patrick Karanja said 
Kenyans are "looking forward to a change of 
guard to witness efficient service delivery in the 
public sector and quality leadership." 

There is a heavy sort of anticipation in the air 
tonight. 

As she was shoveling chips onto a plate at her 
small cafeteria, my host mother's mobile phone 
rang. Her sister, Catherine, was calling, her 
voice quivering as she attempted not to become 
too emotional at the news that her small beauty 
shop business was to be bulldozed in 24 hours. 

Her business, a kiosk, is one of hundreds of 
small shacks usually built along busy roads 
where predominantly women attempt to make a 
living by selling fruits, vegetables or services 
such as my host aunt's salon. These shacks are 
usual ly an eyesore and genera l ly il legal, 
although some, my aunt being one of the lucky 
ones, received a license last year. 

But in the government's on-again off-again 
moodiness of deciding when and where they feel 
like enforcing the laws, they've recently decided 
to get rid of as many kiosks as possible, leaving 
hundreds of citizens with no revenue and a frus-
trat ing sense of despair. My aunt hopes my 
mother can stop by later, help her move the 
equipment out of the shop. She begins to cry 

There is a heavy sort of expectancy lingering in 
the air tonight. 

Sara Wiener is a Plymouth resident, Plymouth 
Salem High School graduate and a student at 
Kalamazoo College. She is taking part in a study-
abroad program in Kenya, and is providing occa-
sional glimpses into life there. 

• Group distorts truth 
I am writing to you in response to your article in the Observer entitled "Right to Life's bill 

aims to pressure politicians" (Jan. 24). I disagree with you on the whole article, but let me 
address a couple of facts about Planned Parenthood. Planned Parenthood is not a respectable 
non-profit organization. Planned Parenthood performs almost 15 percent of abortions (murder 
of innocent children) each year. In addition, PP distorts the truth about itself and spreads lie 
about Pro-Lifers and the Catholic Church. 

Please see the url to American Life League which supports 
human being, because we believe that human life is sacred a 
http://www.all.org/ 

defends each innocent 
stages of life. 

Jeffrey M. Schubert 
Livonia 
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Dearborn • Plymouth Twp. 

Dearborn Heights Canton 

Macomb 
45000 River Ridge Drive, Suite 110 

(586)416-0200 

A s k u s a b o u t 
ATM/Debit card * Home Equity Loans • Residential Mortgages 

Member 
FDIC 

CHOOSF. FROM OVER 8 5 0 D I F F E R E N T C R I B S , SALE P R I C E D • 

S A V E 1 / 2 O 
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That's right! Save 1/2 on manufacturers 

R a g a z z i • P a l i • M o t h e r I f l M M ® 
Choose from 850 cribs and over 5,000 pieces of matching furniture such as chests, 

dressers, changing tables, cradles, night stands, armoires SC more! 

I o t a l i i i i o l » s o o l l i e s c l e c l i » n l o l i o l i e v o i l ! 
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Visit us at: babyandkidsbedrooms.com 
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NEWnom STORE: 43600 Grand River (just west of Novi Rd.) 248-349-2515 

ROCHESTER STORE: 2813 S. Rochester Rd. in Hampton Village 248-299-5010 

Open Monday - Friday 1Q a.m. - 9 p.m.; Saturday 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.; Sunday 12 - 5 p.m. 
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Candidates for governor stand 
on ceremony, then jab away 

Catch up on local sports 

BY TONY BRUSCATO 
STMT WRITER 
tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net 

Monday night's ceremonies at 
: the Plymouth Historical Muse-

um for the grand opening of the 
Abraham Lincoln exhibit drew 
several hundred people, includ-
ing two who may be facing off in 
November to become Michigan's 
next governor. 

Republican Lt. Gov. Richard 
Posthumus and Attorney Gener-
al Jennifer Granholm, a Demo-
crat, each spoke as part of the 
program. Both s tayed away 
from politics in their remarks, 
and politely applauded each 
other. It may be the last time 

-««__the two are on the same stage, 
graciously smiling at each other 
instead of debating issues. 

However, a f t e rwards , the 
gloves came off as each spoke to 
the Observer about the upcom-
ing battle for governor of Michi-
gan.' 

Granholm's popularity is hard 
to chal lenge, as she 's ra ised 
more money thus far than her 
two main primary challengers, 
J a m e s Blanchard and David. 
Bonior, and Pos thumus com-
bined. 

"We have more people who 
have invested in this campaign, 
contr ibuted small and big 
amounts, than ever before in the 
history of Michigan at this point 
in the cycle," said Granholm, 
who lives in Northville. "It's cer-
tainly testimony to the desire for 

"change in Michigan. They want 
to see someone in the governor's 
office who can uplift people, and 
can cause people who would oth-
erwise be fighting old battles to 
come together." 

Granholm is quick to jo in t out 
her priorities as the state's top 
elected official will be much dif-
ferent than those of Gov. John 
Engler. 

"I am different in1 that I'm a 
big supporter of public educa-
tion. And the fact is teachers in 
this state have felt they've been 
kicked in the teeth, which alto-

g e t h e r is the wrong message," 
she said. "I think it will be great 
to have a governor who really 
cares not only aBbut' the sub-
stance of public education, and 
those workers who haven't been 
invited to the table in the past, 

STAFF PHOTOS BY BRYAN MITCHELL 

History lesson: Beth Stew-
art, Plymouth Historical 
Museum director, chats 
with Michigan Attorney 
General Jennifer 
Granholm in the muse-
um's new Lincoln display 
room. 

but also raising unemployment 
benefits and the environment, 
which has been kicked to the 
curb." 

Granholm doesn't believe that 
being a Democrat l iving and 
campaigning in mostly Republi-
can western Wayne County is a 
detriment to her campaign. 

"The area is full of people who 
are independent thinkers, and I 
think there's a real opportunity 
for moderate Democrats to take 
back a larger portion of t h a t 
independent and modera te 
Republican vote," she said. 

"I think it's going to be a battle 
to the very end. I'm the newcom-
er talking about the future, bat-
tling against people who have 30 
years of name recognition and 
organization," said Granholm. 
"The reason people adopted term 
limits is because they think new, 
fresh perspective in government 
is a good tiling. If you're looking 
for a career politician, I'm not 
your man." 

While the Democrats are get-
t ing most of the publici ty 
because there will be an August 
p r imary to de termine the i r 
gubernatorial candidate, Posthu-
mus waits in the wings for his 
chance to get into the fray. 

"My first goal was to unite the 
Republican Party for my candi-
dacy, and I think IVe done that," 
said Posthumus. "The Demo-
cratic primary will work to my 
advantage, because while they 
are working on their democratic 
base, I have the advantage of 

Meet the candidate: 
Michigan Lt. Governor 
Dick Posthumus chats 
with Donna Keough, the 
exhibits chairwoman, dur-
ing the grand opening of 
the Lincoln exhibit Mon-
day night. 

going out and reaching indepen-
dent voters." 

Despite polls showing he'd 
have a hard time beating any of 
the three top Democratic candi-
dates, Posthumus said he isn't 
too concerned. 

"No poll in January is going to 
de te rmine who will win in 
November. The average working 
citizen starts paying attention in 
August, that's when we have to 
begin to pay attention," he said. 

"My view is not to talk about 
the politics, but the issues that 
will carry Michigan forward in 
the next 10 years," said Posthu-
mus. "If I continue to talk about 
what we're going to do to make 
our schools the best in America, 
what we're going to do to rekin-
dle jobs in urban communities, 
and to preserve and protect our 
natural resources, people under-
stand that." 

Riding on the coat tails of the 
Engler administration, Posthu-
mus wants it known he's his own 
man with h: 

"The Engler administrat ion 
will end next year ... and my pri-
orities will be very different as 
people a re demanding a new 
kind of leader today," he said. 
"They want someone who is a 
unifier, and that's been my histo-
ry. They're demanding that our 
kids have the best schools in 
America. We've brought Michi-
gan back by creating jobs, but 
now it's time to turn our atten-
t ion to the city of Detroi t , 
because we need to rebuild it...." 

COMMUNITY 

C O U N C I L 

P R E S E N T S 

DE 

SATURDAY, MARCH 2, 2002 O 5:30 P.M. - MIDNIGHT 
ST JOHN'S CONFERENCE CENTER 

5 MILE a n d SHELDON 
Live and Silent Auction with Music and Dancing 

Featuring the fantastic musical talents of 
T h e R a i s i n P i c k e r s 

(Sample their sound at www.raisinpicker.com) 
$65 - PCAC Members © $75 all others 

Tables of 10 for a served dinner 

Bacardi, USA Auction Preview Party O Sunday, February 24, 7-4 p.m* 
Plymouth Community Arts Council, 744 N. Sheldon Road (at J u n c t i o n ) 

Food, Refreshments, Items for Bidding 
FREE to those w h o have purchased tickets to Denim and Diamonds © Others: $IOa 

Limited sorting, reservation deadline February 18 
PLYMOUTH 

COMMUNITY 

COUNCIL 

TICKETS: 734-416-4278 
Major credit cards accepted 

YAMAHA 

PIANO 
FACTORY SALE 

Yamaha 
Quality 

10 Year 
Warranty 

A semi truckload of these American made pianos 
have been delivered to Hammell Music. 

They are now available at any of our three showrooms 
on a first come, first served basis 

at prices far below those of retail costs. 

Each of these fine professional 

quality pianos has a minor 
cosmetic blemish that cannot 
be seen from the outside and 
wiil have n o affect on 

performance and warranty. 
Yamaha has authorized 

Hammell Music, Michigan's 
largest piano company, to 
liquidate these pianos. Wholesale 
price reductions and factory 

incentives make this one 
of the best values in 
Hammellls 53-year history. 

HAMMELL 
M U S I C 

LIVONIA 
734.427.0040 

BLOOMFIELD HILLS 
248.594.1414 

UT1CA 
810.254.8550 

1 

COOKER 
Great Tasting 

Home-Styled Food Val 
Guaranteed! 

A J o i n us fo r our. 

Valentine's 
Weekend 
Special! 

Thurs. Feb. 14th 
thru > 

Sunday, Feb. 17th 

ues.. 

P r i 
a l m o n 

rim< 
Rib 

USD A choice prim rib of beef 
aged 21 days, Slow roasted 

with fresh garlic and our 
-seasoning 
if Potato 

Salad 
Dessert ; > 

Your Choice! 

99 

Per Person 

Fresh Atlantic cufsalmm. 
Seasoned and gritted to-dribr 

Choice of Potato 
Salad 

Dessert 
99^, 'Real Food and Real Value. 

Awd guarantee it! 
Canton 73-1981.6595 

Ann Arbor 734.761.5858 Livonia 734.462.3650 Sterling Heights 810.566.9597 
Auburn Hills 248.373.5050 N w i 248.380.2600 Troy 248.952.5801 

4 •!>*. 

mailto:tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net
http://www.raisinpicker.com
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LINDA C H O M I N 

faces on the 
homeless 

It seems every time a nonprofit 
organization needs a helping hand, 
you can count on local artists to put 
their talent to work. 

Over the last couple of months, 
Wayne and Oakland painters, design-
ers and sculptors along with several 
celebrities used every paint and tech-
nique imaginable to create nearly 200 
masks for COTS, a homeless shelter 
in Detroit. On March 9, nearly 200 
will go on the auction block at the 
MASKorAIDE gala at the Detroit 
Yacht Club. Now it's time for the rest 
of us to do our part. 

Steve Hough and 17 of the employ-
ees at Exhibit Works used everything 
from wood to metal and paint in mak-
ing masks for the auction. 

Creativity is key to their jobs at the 
Livonia company, which designed and 

built dis-
plays for 
Ford, Lin-

midnight Saturday, 
March 9 
Where: Detroit Yacht 
Club, 1 River Bank 
Road, Belie isle. 
Ticket*: $125, call 
(313) 576-0219 

Mazda, 
Mitsubishi 

MASKorAIDE for 
COTS ' 

What: Gala benefit 
featuring mask auc-
ion, dinner and 

dancing. Proceeds 
help feed and house the North 

homeless at A m p r ; M n 
COTS (Coalition on E ? ™ 
Temporary Shelter) t i o t l a l A u t o 

Show at 
Cobo Hall 
in January. 
This is the 
second year 
staff from 
the sales, 
engineering 
and design 

departments have participated. 
"It's for a good cause," said Hough, 

director of design. "People enjoyed the 
creative aspect of doing them. After 
last year everyone was excited." 

Enthusiasm for the project seems to 
be contagious. Ed Golden encouraged 
all Ford Motor Co. designers to partic-
ipate, Ford is presenting sponsor for 
the auction, which also features 
masks by designers a t General 
Motors and DaimlerChrysler. 

"MASKorAIDE is great for the com-
munity, COTS and designers," said 
Golden, executive director for North 
American design and a Farmington 
Hills resident. "It lets them get out of 
day-to-day work with automobiles 
and express their creativity." 

Although Golden didn't design one 
of the more than 50 masks created by 

see CHOMIN, 

All American: Lisa Garner, an 
employee of Exhibit Works in 
Livonia, created this mask for 
an auction to benefit COTS, a 
homeless shelter in Detroit. 

THEATER 

be 

B ¥ LINDA ANN CHOMIN 
STAFF WRITER 
Ichomln@oe.homecoBmi.net 

:'s no There' 

Dorothy, the Tin Man and the Scarecrow couldn't 
think of any place they'd ra ther be as they cau-
tiously ventured through the forest in the land of 
Oz. Suddenly, their worst fears were realized when 
a lion bounded down from above. 

Toby Booker isn't really a lion, he jus t plays the 
bullying feline in the Plymouth Theatre Guild's 
production of L. Frank Baum's classic tale about a 
young girl whose only wish is to re turn home to 
Kansas. The show opens Friday, Feb. 15, a t t he 
Water Tower Theatre in Northville. 

"I'll f ight you with one h a n d l e d behind my 
back," the lion taunts. "I'll fight, you with my eyes 
closed." \ 

But when the Cowardly Lion picks on Toto, 
Dorothy's l i t t le dog, it 's more t h a n the girl can 
stand. "Shame on you!" she exclaims as she swats 
his big nose. 

Audiences everywhere know the lines by heart . 
And tha t ' s the challenge, said Booker, who has 
appeared with Stagecrafters in Royal Oak and the 
Avon Players in Rochester. 

"It's a great role. A lot of people come to see the 
Lion, Tin Man and Scarecrow but it 's still (Bert 
Lahr) playing the Lion. 

"When we f i r s t s ta r ted rehearsa l s we ta lked 
about characterization; I try to recreate the role. I 
work on the accent, work on the voice. I f s a pretty 
physical role. I'm falling down a lot. A lot of it i s 
comedic. The Lion has all the funny 

Wizard of Oz 
What: Plymouth. 

Theatre Guild bring to 
life L. Frank Baum's 
classic tale about a 
young girl whose 
only wish is to go 
home to Kansas 

When: 8 p.m. Fri-
day-Saturday, Feb. 
15-16, Feb. 22-23 
and March 1-2, and 
6 p.m. Sunday, 
Feb. 24 

Where: Water 
Tower Theatre o 
the campus of 
Northville Psychiatric 
Hospital, 41001 
Seven Mile Road, 
west of Haggerty 

Tickets: $14, $10 
youth age 18 and 
under, call (248) 
349-7110 

Danny Guber in ich 
admits he's envious of 

Booker p l a y i n g t h e 
Lion b u t po in t s out 
Dorothy (Sarah Wier-
cioch of P l y m o u t h ) 
loved t h e Sca rec row 
most of all. At the end 
she tells him, "Scare-
crow, I think I'm going 
to miss you most of all." 

"I t r y to show t h a t 

STAFF PHOTOS BY BRYAN MITCHELL 

No place like home: Toto (Kelsey Tomei, left) the Tin Man (Jim McNeff), Dorothy 
(Sarah Wiercioch), and Scarecrow (Danny Guberinich) wish they never left Kansas 
after running into a bully of a lion (Toby Booker) in the forest. 

Director C.J. Nodus believes Baum's writing is 
what made the story a classic. Lyrics and music by 
Harold Arlen and E.Y. Harburg ensured audiences 
would carry the melodies with them after leaving 
theaters. 

"I identify with Lion because he is a strong, lov-
able charac ter . He is k ing of t he forest ," said 
Nodus, of Livonia. "All of the characters have the 
attributes they seek but jus t don't know they have. 

"These a r e w o n d e r f u l c h a r a c t e r s . The 
Wicked Witch - it's because of her the 
phrase 'banned in Boston' got started. 

Vhen the film came out in 1939 it was 
banned in Boston because censors thought 

the witch was too violent." 
Nodus has worked hard to make the musical 

as success. Diana Williams designed makeup 
especially for each character. 

"The lion in m a k e u p is outs tanding," said 
Nodus, now directing his 12th Wizard of Oz. "It 
will lend a lot to the show as will having the fly-
ing monkeys. We're doing the Royal Shakespeare 

Company's version from the 1980s. 
"I just love the whole show, love the story. It's 

over 100 years old. It's one of the most enduring 
children's stories." 
Wiercioch is so familiar with the Wizard of Oz 

she already knew her lines. She has acted in the 
musical twice before. 

"It 's a dream role," said Wiercioch, an eighth 
grade student at Our Lady of Good Counsel School 
in Plymouth. "Dorothy is so open and doesn't care 
what others think of her. She's going to do whatev-
er she h a s to do to ge t 
back to K a n s a s . She 
never gives up." 

N e x t to 
p l a y i n g 
Dorothy, one 
of t h e b e s t 
p a r t s is working 
with Kelsey Tomei 
of C a n t o n whe 
plays Toto, Dorothy's 
little gray dog. The 7-
year-old is a student 
at Berg Elementary. 

"Toto is t h e cu t e s t 
t h i n g I 've ever seen , ' 
said Wiercioch. "She's not 
shy at all. She's a profes-
sional. She's going some-
where." 

bond," said Guberinich, who plays the Scarecrow 
but originally auditioned for the Cowardly Lion 
role. "I'm joking around at rehearsals with Sarah. 
It helps create a rapport tha t we can take to the 
stage." 

Playing a man of straw is no easy task, though. 
Guberinich th inks his size alone f r igh tens the 
nearly 30 children in the cast when they're back-
stage, let alone when he's falling all over the place 
as Scarecrow. The 6-foot, 2-inch Ann 
Arbor resident is a former offen-
s ive l i n e s m a n for Dennisor i 
University in Ohio. 

Add to that the fact Guberinich and 
Booker play physically demanding roles 
t h a t requ i re heavy, hot costumes. O: 
course, playing the Tin Man is no piece < 
cake. Jus t ask J im McNifF as he struggle 
to get out of the duct work from Home 
Depot after photographs. 

"He's a very emotional person for 
not having a heart," said McNiff, a 
graduate of West Bloomfield High 
School. "He's e i ther very happy or 
he's crying. It kind of suits my person-
ality. The biggest challenge is not to dent the 
duct work when I fall down. But I'm enjoying 
It's a dream for me to play this role. 

"Wizard of Oz was my father's favorite," contin-
ued McNiff, whose f a t h e r died five years ago. 
"When it came on we'd stop everything and just 
watch it." 

Good vs. evil: Glinda (Colleen Meade, 
left) and the Wicked Witch (Cynthia 
Lewandowski of Canton) share a lighter 
moment before the battle between-good 
and evil begins. 

Jewish Ensemble Theatre plays on emotions 
BY LINDA ANN CHOMN 
STAFF WRITER 
lchomin@oe.homecomm.net 

Evelyn Orbach and the res t of The 
Laramie Project cast seem eager to 
hear every last detail Jeffrey Mont-
gomery reveals about the murder of 

A hate crime is a hate crime no mat-
ter the ethnicity, religion or sexual ori-
entation of the victim, but this one hit 
close to home for the executive director 
of t he Tr iangle Founda t ion , . 

rights organization providing services 
for v ic t ims and surv ivors of h a t e 
crimes. 

Montgomery was there in Laramie, 
Wyo. immediately after Shepard was 
brutally beaten then tied to a fence 
post and left to die. He was there for 
the trial of Aaron McKinney, one of the 
two murderers . Russell Henderson 
p leaded gui l ty to avoid t h e d e a t h 
penalty. Who better than Montgomery 
to educate the Jewish Ensemble The-
atre cast as they prepare to perform 

The Laramie Project Feb. 20 to March 
24 in t he Aaron DeRoy Thea t r e in 
West Bloomfield? 

As artistic director, Orbach always 
strives to present professional produc-
tions but this play is special. It's part 
of a season devoted to stopping hate 
wherever it happens. 

"What playwright Moises Kaufman 
and the Tectonic Theater Project have 

s give you a sense of what the 
of Laramie went through," said 

Orbach. "The point is this was a uni-

town surrounded by ranches, 
an agricultural community. What hap-
pened in Laramie is even more scary 
because the people are like people any-
where. 

"You begin to garner the different 
perspectives that people right here in 
West Bloomfield, Southfield or Dear-
born might have as well. I t comes 
down to two kids murdered another 
kid, the idea tha t this person is gay 
and it's all right. It's a hate crime." 

P l ea se see JET, B2 

The Laramie Project 
What: Jewish Ensemble Theatre presents: 

the Michigan premiere of the play about the: 
brutal murder of Matthew Shepard, a young; 
gay college student 

When: Opens Wednesday, Feb, 20 and-
continues to Sunday, March 24. Curtain 2 
p.m. Sunday and Wednesday, March 13,; 
7:30 p.m. Wednesday-Thursday and Sunday,; 
8 p.m. Saturday, no evening performance' 
March 13 ; 

Where: In the Aaron DeRoy Theatre, lower: 
level of the Jewish Community Center,; 
6600 W. Maple at Drake, West Bloomfield « 

Tickets: $16-$28 with discounts available! 
for seniors/students. Call (248) 788-2900 % 

Benefit performance: 7:30 p.m. Sunday/! 
Feb. 24. Tickets $40, includes an afterglow^ 
with cast. Proceeds go to the Triangle-
Foundation 'J 

www.ohservoriwdccccntric.com Sharon Darftriy. Editor 734-953-2054 sdtir&iv*' oc.honwcomm.iwt 
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JET from page B1 

Kaufman and the Tectonic The-
a t e r Project s p e n t 18-months 
in te rv iewing 200 r e s iden t s of 
Laramie before committing words 
to paper. Orbach plays several of 
t h e townspeople inc lud ing a 
rancher, a woman whose daugh-
ter cut Matthew Shepard off the 
fence, a Baptist minister, wife of 
a patrolmen, and a doctor. 

"It is a truly unique treatment," 
said Orbach, "Instead of breaking 
it up into scenes, Moises breaks it 
up into moments. It's the closest 
it comes to a docudrama. The 
names and information are real. 
It brings an audience an experi-
ence you don't get from a news 
reel. It brings things you don't get 
from a drama. It brings attention 
to the issue that no matter what 
your religion or sexual orienta-
tion, it 's about people's right to 

"Matthew Shepard was 5-feet 
2-inches tal l and weighed 105 

pounds and they beat him merci-
lessly. If we're going to stop hate 
we've got to find where i t hap-
pens and snuff it out. We have to 
make the a l ien not al ien any-
more . We h a v e to t a k e t he 
strangeness out of the stranger." 

Kelly Pino agrees whole-heart-
edly with Orbach that something 
h a s to be done to s top h a t e 
crimes. The Plymouth resident 
plays the role of the first officer 
on the scene, Reggie Fluty, a 39-
year-old mother of two. The expe-
rience opened Pino's eyes. She 
wasn' t ready to read the script 
t e l l ing about t he condit ion of 
Shephard when found. She was 
sheltered from violence, spending 
her early years as a s tudent a t 
Kingswood School in Bloomfield 
Hi l l s and l a t e r B i r m i n g h a m 
Groves High School before gradu-
ating from the American Acade-
my of Dramatic Art in New York 
City. 

"She discovered the young boy," 
said Pino, who's performed with 
Meadow Brook Theatre, Perfor-
mance Network in Ann Arbor 
and Detroit Repertory Theatre. 
"The things I have to describe are 
very hard to describe. You don't 
want to visualize. There was an 
overwhelming amount of blood on 
the scene. She owns llamas and 
was building a pen and had lots 
of cuts on her hands. She tried to 
do mouth-to-mouth. There were 
no gloves because the sheriff was 
too cheap and then found out the 
next day Matthew Shepard had 
HIV and she was the one trying 
to cut him down. So she wen t 
through an agony of her own just 
wondering if she would develop 
AIDS. 

"It's very moving. You're just a 
sheriff in Laramie, Wyo. If had 
seen something like tha t I'd be 
crying for years. 
officer and can't cry." 
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FIRST SHOW OF THE DAY 50( 
ALL SHOWS SI iO EXCEPT FRIDAY ANl 
SATURDAY AFTER 6^)0 PM ALL SEATS 

1 TUESDAY,'ALL! 
THE FIRST SHOW $1,00 

Birector P a t Ansuin i knows 
first hand the cruelty gays, les-
bians, bi-sexuals and transgen-
ders face. That's why she's doing 
everything she can to make this 
powerful play a success, 

"I come at it from the point of 
view as a lesbian," said Ansuini 
of Royal Oak. " I can provide a 
certain insight. Mien I came out 
it was a dark world. Now the tol-
erance in some cases, in some 
areas of the country is wonderful 
but until we get into the statues 
of this country there is nothing 
but capricious goodwill. That will 
be a great day when it becomes 
law, when a hate crime bill that 
includes us is passed. Acceptance 
is different than tolerance. How 
precious a phenomena freedom is 
- that someone can't come up and 
bat you on the back of the head." 

Like Ansuini, Orbach is work-
ing to change perceptions and 
halt the violence in celebration of 

STAFF PHOTO BY TOM HOFFMEYEB 

Hate crime: Kelly Pino of Plymouth, and the rest of the 
cast, rehearse the funeral scene in their upcoming pro-
duction of "The Laramie Project." 

J E T s 13th season. The Stop Hate 
Campaign promotes partnerships 
wi th civil r ights organizat ions 
wi th in t he Detroi t a rea . Four 
Thursday night talk backs will be 

held after performances. Orbach 
is hoping law enforcement offi-
cers and lawyers will join the^ 
first discussion on Thursday, Feb. • 

Chomin from page B1 

Ford employees, he does plan on 
attending the auction and buy-
ing a t least one. Over the last 
few y e a r s , he b o u g h t e i g h t 
masks. 

"It's a great cause," said Gold-
en. "The auction combines t he 
love of expressing a r t and the 
part tha t comes from the heart." 

Gwen Die t r i ch , a C a n t o n 
artist/illustrator, enjoyed paint-
ing a black and white, Art Nou-
v e a u s ty le m a s k b e c a u s e i t 
would help people in need. 

Founded 20 years ago, COTS 
(Coalition on Temporary Shel-
ter) works with the homeless to 
help themselves. In addition to 
providing more than 55,000 shel-
ter beds and 110,000 meals last 
year, it assisted 4,000 people in 
f i n d i n g jobs . R e s i d e n t s m u s t 
t a k e t h e i n i t i a t i v e to e a r n a 
GED, upgrade skills or find a 
job. After two months if they've 
failed to do so, they're asked to 
find another place to live. 

It was a hope to better them-
selves tha t impressed Dietrich 
most while visi t ing the brown 
brick building on Peterboro in 
December - t h a t and the chil-
dren asleep on mats in the day 
care room while mothers worked 
or trained to find a position. 

"Hie most exciting part for me 
was knowing t h a t w h a t I was 

c rea t ing would benef i t people 
who were wanting to better their 
lives for themselves and the i r 
families," said Dietrich. 

"I put a lot of thought into who 
would buy th i s? Who was my 
b igges t a u d i e n c e ? I w a n t e d 
something tha t would be graphic 
and stunning and fit into a lot of 
decors, whether a multi-color or 
all-white room. Herons or cranes 
surround the eyes of the mask. 
I t could fit into a living room, 
office or hallway." 

Every kind of mask imagin-
able can be found at the MASKo-
rAIDE auction. Red, white and 
blue is a popular theme. Indus-
trial, futuristic faces would lend 
a contemporary look to any envi-
ronment, Among those creating 
masks are Laurence Fishburne, 
Martha Reeves, Ted Nugent and 
Rosie O'Donnell. 

"We have smaller ones by chil-
dren for hanging on the wall or 
w e a r i n g , " sa id COTS 
spokeswoman Beth McKeown. 

"With the mask auction we try 
to increase awareness. I t gives 
people an opportunity to know 
us and it gives us an opportunity 
to talk about homelessness as an 
issue, the great number of peo-
ple homeless. 

"The number cont inues to 
increase. Even when the economy 

was booming in the 1990s there 
were people a t the fringe of the' 
scale but the cost of living still 
went up. Working people come to 
us who can no longer afford to live, 
no longer pay rent." 

McKeown hopes tha t by rais-
ing $158,000 COTS will be able; 
to provide temporary homes for-
400 men, women and children on-
a daily basis. What concerns her 
is tha t every night COTS has to 
turn away about 45 people. . -

"S ta t i s t ics tel l us t h e r e a re -
5,300 homeless in Detroit ami* 
1,995 shelter beds," said McKe-J 
own. "The number one reason fdifi 
homeless is the lack of affordable • 
housing. People can always gg t j 
m i n i m u m wage jobs b u t they^ 
can't afford to live on that. * 

"We help people upgrade their : 

skill level and offer transitional 
housing for up to 24 months. We\ 
also have permanent supportive-
housing for the disabled, mentali-
ty ill and HIV positive. ^ 

"Across the country the num^I 
ber of children is going up. Of the^ 
400 beds COTS provides every ' 
night, 100 of those are for chil-; 
dren." ^ 

Have an interesting idea for a* 
story? Call Observer & Eccentric 
arts reporter Linda Ann Chomin '-. 
at (734) 953-2145 or send e-maill 
tolchomin@oe.homecomm.net. 
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The Fags prove there's more to power pop than you've heard 
;-i wasn't the first to question 

the motive behind a name like 
T&e Fags. And I won't be the 
last. e 
..'""It's Br i t i sh s lang for 

cigarette," said a friend, of the 
power pop trio soon to headline 
Ferndale's Magic Bag. 
• I was still curious. I headed to 

Woodward Avenue Brewers last 
November to see this spectacle 
for myself. The place was flooded 
with curious scenesters doing 
the same. And what enveloped 
that pint-sized stage looked like 
nothing less than Detroit rock 
history-in-the-making. 

John Speck (vocals, guitars), 
Jimmy Paluzzi (drums, vocals) 
and Tim Patalan (bass, vocals) 
s t ru t ted to the stage wearing 
white shirts and black ties as the 
audience looked on in eager 
anticipation. And it turned out 
to.be one of those nights you talk 
about endlessly. 

I couldn' t guess t h a t this 
supergroup came together, prac-
tically by accident. 

Speck and Paluzzi were mem-
bers of Hoarse, and gained 
national at tention in the mid 
'90s signing to RCA. Meanwhile, 
Patalan made a name for him-
self as a producer and met 
Paluzzi while working with 
Sponge. 

"I was working on songs I was 
wr i t ing a f t e r Hoarse," said 
Speck, an Ann Arbor resident, 
lie drew in Paluzzi and Patalan 
and the project just snowballed. 
"Tim became the bass player by 
default." 

Patalan didn't seem to mind. 
"I'm kind of a fan of these guys," 
he said with a smile. 

The trio debuted in Ohio in 
January 2000. They later played 
an opening slot at Jacoby's 
under the suggested moniker 
Smokin' Fags and it stuck. 

Whatever you call it, it all 
comes down to the music. 

While Speck pens most lyrics, 
the band works on music collec-
tively. "We kind of gravi ta te 
toward what we like," he said. 
"Things we all have in common." 
Those "things" tend to fall some-
where between genres of rock, 
punk and pop. Think Steely Dan 
or The Cars, and hooks you can't 
get out of your head. 

Looking back 
Each bandmate t races his 

interest in music back to child-
hood. They all grew up sur-
rounded by music. For Speck, it's 
summed up best in a snapshot. 
He remembers s i t t ing on his 
father 's lap, in the back yard, 
just 3 years old. They both strum 

Similarly, Paluzzi remembers 
his father singing songs to him 
when he was little. "They were. 
songs he would make up, like 
Mr. Moon," he said, offering a 
few lyrics. "He used to sing songs 
and play harmonica." 

And Pa t a l an ' s home was 
always filled with music. His 
ear l ies t memory of music 
involved "running around the 
house while some strange over-
ture was playing, trying to tack-

le my brother." 
As different as these musi-

cians might seem, they share a 
common ground and respect for 
One another. And it all comes out 
onstage. 

. "If you're going to go to a show 
... you go to have a good time," 
said Paluzzi , who lives in 
Detroit. "It's called entertain-
ment. It's a social event." 

That might be one reason you 
won't find him playing a drum 
solo. And the band tends to stick 
to shorter sets. Paluzzi said they 
perform for j u s t 40 minutes . 
Don't expect a fancy light show, 
a choreographed routine. They'll 

Supergroup: Fea- -
turing former mem-
bers of Hoarse and 
Sponge, The Fags 
will headline with 
openers Dirty 
Americans and 
Mind Candy, 8p.m. 
Friday, Feb. 15, 
Magic Bag, 22920 
Woodward Ave., 
Ferndale. 

never be mis taken for a boy 
band. 

"There's no f lash," Paluzzi 

is m tn 
ing," added Patalan. 

That is the band's strength, 
and its basis. From the melodic-
yet-melancholy Miss-Take to the 
clever hooks of List, The Fags' 
songs draw enough on reality to 
make them easy to relate to and 
hard to forget. 

Their own way -
The Fags aren ' t doing what 

most other bands are - fervently 
chasing down a record deal . 
They tend to choose gigs careful-

ly. They remain focused on the 
music moment by moment. 

In March, the i r E.P. Five 
Songs will be released on a Dal-
las-based indie label called Idol 
Records. It wasn ' t shopped 
around, j u s t picked up by a 
friend eager to release it. 

"If you have songs, you will 
sell records," said Speck. "It's not 
about what the outcome is." 

Patalan assured me the band 
has 15 songs ready for release; 
they're just holding back. Appar-
ently, it's all part of the plan. 

Past experience has changed 
the way they look at their work. 
"The reality of the music busi-
ness is d i f fe ren t from what 
music is," said Speck. 

The Fags are not fazed by the 
recent success of Detroit's garage 
rock duo, the White Str ipes . 

They don't feel Kid Rock's star-
dom has any bearing on their, 
music at all. "We don't fit into a. 
scene," said Speck. -

Paluzzi agrees. "Everything' 
we do is very clean. All 90-; 

"We don't want to chase trendsT 

all," said Speck. "I don't care if; 
our music is or isn't in style." 

Don't miss The Fags with Dirty 
Americans and Mind Candy, 8 ' 
p.m. Friday, Feb. 15, Magic Bag, • 
22920 Woodward Ave., Fern dale. -
Cover $6. Call (248) 544-3030. : 

Stephanie Angelyn C a sola-
writes about popular music for--
the Observer & Eccentric News- . 
papers. She can be reached at 
(248) 625-1900. Ext. 12, or e-mail -
at scasola@oe.hofnecomm.net. 
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sean penn gives one of the most incredible perfor-
mances i have ever seen!" 
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2SCREEN ACTORS GUILD AWARD NOMINATIONS 

BEST ACTOR- SEAN PENN 
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"onee in a while an extraordinary 
movie comes along, defying 
everyone's expectations of what 
great drama is ail about. 
i am sam' is such a movie." 
•timothy shrlver, president, spaclol Olympics 

"michelie pfeiffer really 
gives the most amazing 
performance..." 

•rogsr ebert, ebert 5 i 

"\ am sam' is heartbreaking, 
uplifting, and profoundly 
moving, the best 
performance of sean penn's « 
brilliant career." 

-paul cllnton, enn I 

sean PENN michelie PFEIFFER 
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NEVERIAND 
AN ALL-NEW ADVENTURE ONLY IN THEATRES 
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Bee4uther-batchee 
W h o O w n s t h e S t o r y 

of Your Life? 

FEB 1 3 - M A R 1 0 
By Thomas Gibbons 
A young editor bursts into the 
limelight with her book, "Bee-luther-
hatchee," the evocative memoirs 
of an elderly African-American woman. 
The truth - behind the memoirs, and 
behind the reclusive author - is 
revealed as the puzzle unravels. The 
Chicago Tribune raved about MBT 
Interim Artistic Director Debra Wicks' 
production for the Northlight Theatre: 
"Virtually flawless, unerring in 
physical detail and emotional-truth.'' 

M B T R A T I N G A D U L T L A N G U A G E A N D SITUATIONS. 

Tickets start a t just $17! 

M B T B O X O F F I C E : 

(248) 377-3300 
GROUP DISCOUNTS: (248) 3 7 0 - 3 3 1 6 
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—Win Tickets to SEE MBTs — 
Bee4uther-hatchee! 

See today's 0&E classified ads - Section 713, Moving Sales - for the winning 
answer! Send postcard with the correct answer, your name, address & daytime 
phone to: BEE-LUTHER-HATCHEE, Meadow Brook Theatre, Oakland University, 
Rochester, Mi 48309. Five winners will be randomly selected from entries with 
correct answers received by Wednesday, Feb. 27th. 
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