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an't go a day without your
PDA? Does it seem like a
22" cell phone is surgically
attached to your ear? Do you have
Tivo? The Canton Observer is
_looking for tech-savvy residents to
document how the microchip
revolution has changed their ways.
We'd like-a volunteer to keep a
weelk-long diary of high-tech habits
for a story an the local impact of
the Internet and other technology
_on daily life. If you're interested in
participating, e-mall Tedd
‘Schneider, Canton Observer
community editor, at:

- Multi-media exhibit: The
- Birmingham Society of
Women Painters shows

 still life, abstract paint-

- ings, partrazts and land-
‘scapes in the Livonia

. szc Center Lzbrary / IS. .

R ton Players perform The ,
| Rainmaker, a play about
life'and love i inthe -

- drought-stricken Mzdwést:‘: |

durmgvthe 1 9303‘ / Bi

| Thinking of spring It may |
be winter, but it’s still fun

| toread abaut gardens.v |
| rea
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Getting a kick out of the Chiefettes

’ ' L . STAFF PHOTO BY BRYAN MITCHELL
High-steppin" The Cantan Chzefettes perform at a recent Chzefs bays basketball game.
- The chiefs travel to Farmmgton Harrzson Frzc?fay to take on tize Hawks ina 7 p m.

. @2002 HorneTown Communication:

i Fellows
Creek
condos
get an OK

S‘ Canton re'sidents will soon be
able to live alongside the town-
‘ship-owned Fellows Creek golf
- course. The development will be
~ similar to some of the attached =
- condominiums ad;acent to Pheas- o
- ant Run. Co ; .

- BY JACK GiAi}DEN
STAFF WRITER .
' 3giadden@oe homecomm.net

It was a long time commg,
but Canton’s Planning Com-
mission on Monday recom-
‘mended approval of site. plans

- west of Lotz and south” of

. Paimer near Fellows Creek Golf Course.
“The Links of Fellows Creek will be deveioped
as a Planned Development District on a 40-acre.
site abu’ctlng the course The 264-umt pro_;ect :

BY TONY BRUSCATG
WRITER

tbruscato@oe hcmecommﬁnet

Schools teachers believe a letter of

- apology sent to them’ by Su;;ermten—
1 dent Kathieﬁn Beohe: was Ie% than
‘sincere.” .
" - Booher. sent a letter to West ‘sihddle
School teacher Mike Chiumento and -
Salem High School educator Tom Sal- -
* benblatt, apologizing because the pair
- was forced to tear down gay history

“Two Piymauth@antén Commumty- -

‘ Teachers not satlsfled Wlth apolo o5

. suowmss cunmovmsvi

month ﬂxsplays at t&xen‘ reapectzve.
* schools more than two years ago.. ’
“An arbitrater ruled in ﬂecember
 their First Amendment rights were vio- _ :
lated when former interim superinten- -
dent Ken Walcott forced the teachers to
take down gay displays in October
1999, Part of the ruling called for the.
dxstrmt to issue written apoiches to

 Bentley families travel

By TEDD SCEN’EIDER
STAFF WRITER ’
ischneider@oe. hamecomm net

A beaming smile lighted up ‘Eliza-

_ beth Eastman’s face Friday evening as
_ she took her bnghtiy colored origami to
- the front desk in order to have her

passport stamped :

“Y love origami. I've tried to do it
before but this is the first time it really
came out like I wanted,” the proud

. Bentley second-grader told a visitor,

For that reason alone, Elizabeth proba-
bly considered the first- ever Festival
of Cultures at Canten’s Bentley Ele-
mentary School a success.

Hundreds of students and their fami-

lies apparently thought likewise. They

Water rate

increases
trickle down
to Canton

' BY JACK GLADDEN

STAFF WRITER
jgladden®oe. homecomm net

 Canton residents — like most others
in the Detroit Metropolitan area ~ can
- expect to seg an increase in their water

bills in the near future:

The Detroit Water and Sewerage
Department is raising the wholesale
rates it charges suburban communities

Please see WATE——E, Ab

world in ﬁrst -ever festwal

B Ientley s student popula-

tion is so varied that par-

‘ents have formed a Blended |
Diversity commsttee. |

ﬁhzument and )
- district believes was accomplished mth
a five-paragraph letter wntten Jan. 24] )
. and signed by Bocher,
. “I wish to apologize on behaif of the
,~dzstnct for its violation of the collective
hargammg agreement as determined -
~ by Arbitrator (Paul) Glendon .. o
know, the decision to order the _b;ii}etm L

spent nearly three hours wandermg -

Bentley's hallways, classrooms and
cafeteria, sampling traditions and tast-
ing food from a dozen countries.

The 800-student school includes kids

who count all either as native lands or

emigration points for close relatives. In
fact, Bentley's student population is so
varied that parents have formed a

Please see FESTIVAL, A3

.Asyou

Please see muows, A5>» .

'bearés down was made by a former

" administrator and in a context where -
- = perhaps not all available information..

. was. preseuted to the prmcxple actors. . .
,albenb}att wincix fhﬁ' " The District values your perspectives

“on curriculum and welcomes context~ -

‘appropriate information frem you

. *_winch comports with the Distriet’s poli-

“cies,” said Booher’s statement, in part.-
" “To address some of the canfusxon? e
.that ied ta the gmevance, the ‘stmctﬁ :

~—Piense 560 su"a‘ "w' : cA' "s‘ 'E"""‘,

PBM'OBYL:SAF!DOR

Taking it in: Jasnena Mavi wa:ches the performers on stage in the
Bentley Elementary School caﬁeierw; durmg I*‘rzday s Festival of

Culture program.

BY T(}NY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER

’ tbmécam@oe homeeomhinet

“When chlldren are involved in a
crisis, there’s nothing better than to
be able to hug a teddy bear.”

the Salvation Army in Plymouth,
knows what it’s like to see g small -

‘other tragedy. .
“After a fire, almost everythlng is

smeke, and the kids lose all their
“toys,” said Myers. “They just want
something to love.” .
Myers and his staff carry a sup;oly ‘
of teddy bears in the mobile canteens
. to hand out to children at disaster

aster Relief Servzces teddy bear sup-

_ Ross Myers, canteen supervisor for
child suffering after a iwuse fire, or :

~damaged by either fire, wateror . . ynpjon branches in Plymouth, Canion

’ and Northville.

~ scenes. However, the Children’s Dis-

Round up those bears for Salvatwn Army

ply is dwmd]mg, and Myers is 1ook1ng »
for help in replenishing his collection. .

The Salvation Army and the Ply-

' mouth. Commumty United Way are
- sponsoring a Teddy Bear Round Up,
- assembling a number of drop-off

points for donations of 10-12-inch

~ teddy bears. Coilectmn boxes are

located at:
B Plymouth Commumty Umted

' Way, 960 W. Ann Arbor Trail in Ply- :
‘mouth. -

8 Community Federal Crecht

B Bank One Sheidon Roaé m Ply~
mouth.

B Eﬁgravmg Conriection, 930 W
Ann Arbor Trail.in Plymouth

& AlphaGraphics Print Shop, 43379

- Joy in Canton.

- B The Observer Newspapers, 794

‘Bear with us

! What: Teddy bear dro;:»off
location.

- B Where: Observer. Newspa-’
pers 794 S. Main, Plymouth = |

B When: 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
,Monéay—f-‘ﬂday during February

B Details: 1(3«12~1{3ch bears
are. acceptabie :

S Main in Plymouth.
~ collection boxes at their Compuware
" day, as well as at the Feb. 16th game. -

. pating by collecting teddy bears from
- their employees mclude Johnson Con-

The Plymouth Whalers will have
Arena home games Friday and Satur-

Other businesses which are partici-

Please see BEAﬂs, A5 -

: for a condominium community. -~
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~ William Knox Siith, 78, a
resident of Holiday Estates
‘Mobile Home Park, died early
vWednesday “of

Tuesday morning.

1 10:15 am. "Tuesday on Geddes
Road west of Canton Center.

the mobile home park when
| his 1992 Taurus was struck
1. broadside by a 1999 Ford
~ Explorer.,
-]. He was taken by Methghﬁ
' to St. Joseph Mercy Hospital
<l in Ypsilanti, where he died at
Sl 12:05 a.m. Wednesday He suf-

7} according to police reports.

-1 _-According to Canton Police

- | ‘Sgt. Todd Mutchler, witnesses
)| ‘said as Smith was leaving the

- park he was attempting to

'+ 7] make a left turn to go east on

the Explorer, which was gomg
west
W:tnesses sald Smlth didn’t

_injuries
received in a traffic accident

The accident occurred about:

-} Police said Smith was leaving -

- fered massive chest injuries,

Geddes when he was struck by .

Canton res1dent 7 8
“dies fcllowmg crash

even slow éown at the stop_
sign before pulling on to Ged- -

des, Mutchler said.
"The driver of the Explorer, a

47-ygar-oid Canton man, .
- received minor injuries but
.was not taken-to the hospital.

Mutchler said no- charges are

‘expected to be filed since the

Explorer driver did not appear
to be at fault.

It was the second traffic

fatality of the year in Canton.
Eric Ernest Dodsworth, 19,

was killed early New Year’s

Qay when the car he was driv-

" ing was struck by a pickup

‘truck driven by a 24-year-old

oWestland man. That accident

occurred about 3:10 a.m. on
Warren Road between Hagger-
ty and Lilley.

 Police presented that case to -
the Wayne County Prosecu-

tor's Office this week and were

awaiting word on possible .

charges on Wednesday
—Jack Gladden

Yaur next pu;zchase at the ,_
?lymouth Sherwxmw:ihams store. 1

. All savings are off regular price, Excludas Duration® Exterior Coating,
spray equlpment ladders and special order books. Present this coupon i
. attme of purchase. Coupon has no cash value,

',“ T Coupon Valid 2/5/02 and 2/10/02 R i

i—umnmm--mmw-ﬂ-———uu—uﬁ

PLYMOUTH
561 Ann Arbor Rd:
734-453-7870

Call today to reserve a space
for you and a friend.

AT SHERWIN-WILLIAMS!

Vandals shoot out Wlndows
at Hulsmg in thlrd 1n(:1dent

The mamtenance manager of
Huismg Elementary School

‘reported to police last week that -
" eight windows on the north side

of the building had been shot by
what appeared to be BB guns.

- He said the first incident hap-
pened in May 2001, when he
" found a window that had been
: damaged by what appeared to be,
" aBB.
~ He said more damage was dis-
"-covered on Menday morning,

Jan. 28, and again on Thursday,.
Jan. 31. He said seven windows
had been damaged in that week

“and they were also shot by paint-

balls.
- Neighbors of the school sald

'.vthey had seen nothmg suspx-

clous.
“Damage to the wmdﬂws was

: estlmated at $3 500, -

hﬂwcase from page »A]v

OOP CALI.S

Attempted car theft

An employee of Kohls vtoid:,
police that on Friday between

11:20 a.m. and 3:50 p.m. some-
one entered her car, which was
-parked and locked in the parkmg

- lot, and damaged the ignition in

an apparent attempt to steal the
car., Damage was egtzmated at
“$600. . v

Theft from auto

A Canton resuient said he had
parked his car on the east side of
a building in the 42000 block of
Carriage Cove Fnday and left it
unlocked. -

’ "$250 and a gordless drill va}ued

at $200.

 Bad checks

A manager at Baker’s Square

Restaurant told police this week

that between Dec. 13, 2001, and
Jan. 1, someone wrote four bad

checks at the restaurant. A 26-
year-old Z‘Oei‘.roxt woman is a sus-
- pect.

The ma‘nager saxd that on

Christmas Eve, the suspect came -
“in with a large group of people
had dinner and ordered 10 pies,"

all of which were pazd for with a
bad check.

According to police reports the
checks totaled $344 40,

» Cocame bust '
Someone entered the car and -
stole a  compressor valued at

Police were called to a moblle
home park on’ ‘Michigan Avenue

’ Saturday aﬁemoon on'a report '

of a man sitting in a 1991 Ponti- - '
ac Sunbird and blockmg the

roadway to the park.

A police officer checked to see
if the man was OK, then asked
him.several times to step out of
the vehicle. When he did the offi-
cer noticed a plastic bag on the
passenger seat that contained
what: appeared to be crack i
cocaine, .

‘The 47—year~o§d Canton man

- was arrested and taken to the:

Canton’ Police Department

- where a field test determmed

that the substance was cocaine.’
‘He'll be charged with posses-

. sion of cocaine, operating a -

motor vehicle under the influ-

" ence and dm{mg thh a suspend- -

ed }zcense
- Jack Giczdden

hasg xmtlated a review of its poh». :
.cies especially regarding aca-

demic freedom and the citizen

' -complaint procedure. We hope

to increase the guidance avail-

'  able to persons chossmg to post-

_WE DO THAT
" Full Service Auto Repair
® Bmke Servme

e Tune-Ups

°

® Ahgnmenis

/ ‘hﬂ';

dlsplays and to admmxstrators'
who review such displays,” the

-statement continued,

' Booher noted that throughout
her superintendency, the district
has reached out to dwerse

groups thai: comprise Plymouth-
Canton schools.
“We have listened to the needs

,of our employees, staff, and stu-
dents, and we have moved for-.
_ ward to address those needs. that ..
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Beautiful, Long -stemmed

Al ROSES for Your VALENTM?

v Order By Sunday, February 10th
Call: (734) 449-5475 or Email: kathyh'@drazmpc com |MFe |
Pick Up Thursday, February 14th « 10am-6pm °

- at John Thomas Floor Covering 1 h
42177 Ann Arbor Road » Plymouth

. ter went far enough.

_ though:the arbxtrator cantcom‘ '
pel them to be sincere,” heggid.
““However, I think there have

: could be addressed gwen the |

educational goals and resgurces
available ... Similarly, our events
celebratmg Dr. Martin Lyther
King, Jr.’s birthday, developed
with the wisdom of an advisory
committee of stakeholders, has
been ‘designed to he}p us foster
in our students and in ourgelves
better understanding, tolepance

. and, even more 8o, acceptance of
‘the dwerszty among us.”

Salbenblatt said he was (]Jsap. :

: pomtecl in the scope of the letter,

“The letter didn’t deal with the

wrong: that was done, but
instead was a Justlficatxon of .

what was done,” he said. “This
was a good, opportunity for Kath- -
leen Booher to let us knoy gshe - -

| felt differently than Ken Wal.
. cott, and that the voice of gay .

and lesbian students and staff is
welcome, instead of something
less-than-appropriate for a
schooly /setting. She didn't do

" that.”

Cmumento daes t feel the ieg;.

“The district compl;ed with the -
direction of the arbitrator,

been some positive changes :

 amen R I mYour

Nez ghborhood
State Farm Agent

NEIL ANCH!LL

Golden Gate Shopp;ng Center, T
8557 nl. Lilley Rd. ® Canton =~

Cail me for all your msurancc nceds

: | ?34459«-8810 | R )
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is tkere..""“"’“S: :

State Farm Insurance Companies B Home Offices Bloomin

£

| nou*'r PAINT voun
RADIATORS

© Paint dras!acatfy reciuces the efficiency of steam & hot
waler radiators and wocd enclasures ane peor hea!
conduciors.

| Y:Ask How, Ask Now. Ask vShemm-Wdhams i

- Visit us atwwwshamm williams, wm

4; T8 of PLYMOUTH AM.

-wm“
% v&‘ Hia
s \ .’j o

Nt responssble for typegraphical or ar:woxi: errors. © 2002 The Sherwm Wﬂftams Company

Atfordable Ace Radiator Enclosures.., B
@ Offer durability of stea! with baked enamet !anlsh m :

' decoratar colors
# Keep drapes, walis & ceilings clean
@ Proiect heat out inle the room

arsco FAEE Product Brochure

FREE On-site Estimates
Manufacturing Co,, Inc. . )
. 3564 Biue Rock Road, Cincinnati, Ohlo 45247 -
Presented by

HancdgnOn
; ' Hands On Center For Physical Therapy

MEETING RESISTANCEF

Resistance bands (or tubmg} the band, the physical therapist can
used for rehabilitation, were  increase or the resistance:
inspired by old bicycle tire ubing. ~ While the methods may.seem
These rubber bands are employed. simple, our staff of ?hys:cal and
to address a wide range of orthope- _massage therapists utilize the latest
dic problems, Resistance bands scientific and medical research to -
effectively strengthen any body ensure fproper diagnosis and treat-
part, from feet to shoulders. They ment. If you're tired of coping with
are so versatile for strength training  chronic pa;n or disability, ask your
that they can be used in place of physician for a referral to the
dumbbells in all the standard HANDS ON CENTER FOR -
- weight-training moves (bicep curls, PHYSICAL THERAPY. You'll: find
squats, shoulder presses, and oth-  our pleasant, well- -equipped facili-
ers), with similar, if not better, ties (treatments are provided in
results, le;hke dugbbgelis which cic:ised rooms! to égsum!mn ,
are typically assist gravity on  and privacy), located in P
iheéy%owrrward movement, the at470 Focréit Avénue, Suite 20.To .
learn. more -about” our services,

3 write or Phone. Tau frea
1-800-543-7040 |

Med waw ew P .‘b O
' APPRA]SAL D
= CLINIC=.

Done While You Wait! I
Great for lnsurance! Affnrdable!

- FREE GEM STONE... ;

Y with paid appraisal - e
550 for Ist Piece, *30 Each Addltianal Piece

(Aa‘aal Appmzml wzil be mazled)

bands'challenge muscles through ‘
the entire range of the repetition. By . which include occupational thera~
varying the length and efasticity of py, call 455-8370. A 5

PS. Because they are lightweight and portable, resistance bands can be s
used athome,

L(M&O&!
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PHOTOS By Lisa FEDOR -

i Fittlng fi Rale* Bentley fi rst-graders Sara Krahel, Daniel Marsden, Tracy Moore and-
“Coethy McAdoo perform a “Song for America” as the first part of the Festival of Cul-
“tures comes to a close Frzday at Bentley Elementary School in Canton

;E'FES‘&V&’ from pge AL

+

Blended Diversity Committee to .

~ w-address curriculum and social
~'issues and worL with school
v igtaff.

The comzmttee was the dnvmg‘

‘ .’;:zforce behind Friday’s program,
» said Principal Jerry Mejer. Com-
... mittee members Mina Jaura and

~Deb Neubecker served as co-

-~chairs.

“We did somethmg similaf — 'v ‘

~*:on a more minor scale dumng the

school day — last year,” Meier |

- said: “But we wanted the oppor-

~tunity to get entire families .’

».~>s1nvolved not just the students.”

o+ Jauri said the event was |
: E,3pianned partly as a result of the
»-changing face of Canton. “Can-

3

“'ton has changed a lot. We're very

.culturally blended and that
“shows up both in the cemmumty

-.and at school,” she saidi©

o

wn:wrﬂ:h T e

i,.Stagmg ground o
.. The entire school building on
--Sheldon, south of Cherry Hill,

...the festival, which was s;)ht into”

three mam components

- “We incorporate it Cteac}nng '
~about different cultures) aca-
. demically in math, social studies.
"« ‘and other subjects. We try to -
focus on a different culture every

Shortly before 7 p.m., students
and their families gathered in
the cafeteria for an hour-long

“presentation featuring music
-and dancing from around the

 Indian dance. Samzdha
- Visai takes the stage dur-
.ing the opening portion of

.-served as a staging ground, for__i,: the Festival of Cultures

‘home,”

world Bentiey students - from

kmdergarten to fifth grade, .
dressed in native garb — took the

stage performing traditional
numbers from India (several

- states), Spain, Mexico, Ecuador, .
Germany,
‘Korea, Japan, China, Ireland,
| Italy and the United States.

Canada, Russia,

From there, participants fol-

| lowed maps to various class-
| rooms and the media center for -
activities on a particular subject
" (flags, currency or toys and
games from around the world) or -
specific to a partwuiar country. 1
"(Tae Kwon Do).

Third-grader Alan Teaugue, in

" the toys and games room, happi- -
- ly discovered some wooden sumo

wrestlers from Japan and musi-

cal instruments from Ecuador.

“This isn’t like the stuff I have at
he said
make noise.”

“The last stoji of the night was

"a return to the cafeteria, to sam-

* ple food from different cultures. .

~ “We hope that what we do’
here this evening will give you a
" true plcture of what we do at -
‘school,” Jauri told participants, =
- More than two dozen area .

" businesses, including a number

“But it does';

‘Chinese culture: Bentley student Iori Inoye came dressed in native garb.

Friday at Bentley Elemen-

of local ethnic. restaurants, were o

g spcnsors for the festival. ; =
' Saturday, ‘February 2
-ANN ARBOR
Jearinie’s Caﬁee & :
Chit Chat
1:00 pm - 2:_3o'pm"

Monday, F_ebi't,iary‘,-{r,}~
SUMPTER/VAN BUREN
Veteran's Hall =~

- 8:30 am - 10:00 am |

44170 Bemis Rd.

Saturday, February 9 B

PLYMOUTH

' ;Plymouth Coffee Bean ,

1:00 pm. - 2:30 pm
- 884 Penniman'

You BAN

2575 Jackson Rd.

- Monday, February 11
YPSILANTI
" The Mudd House
8 30 am - 10:00 am
317 W Cross St.

AFFORD

lllmm

Saturday, February 16

ANN ARBOR
Café Felix

©1:00 pm -2:30 pm

200 5. Main St

: Mdnday, Febrhary 18

HenriNG 'ms'

Al Sultan
10:00 am - 11:30 am

INKSTER/GARDEN qaryy

415 Inkster Rd.

Saturday, February 23
~ WESTLAND ’
" Beehive Restaurant
- 1:00 pm - 2:30 pm
626 5. Wayne Rd.

- 10: GG am

Canton Center Rd .

Si‘arkey, one of the wodd Iargest heormg aid manufacfurers,
offers the “fop of the line” GEMINI & ARIES digital hearmg mds., |
~_  Amplify sounds more clearly and nuturally S
+ Reduce the distraction of background noise
. More closely imitates the funcﬂon of the inner ear

._BW 1‘ fPacx, Gsr 1 Pack Faag-s;

FREE BA*msmas;_

!
E B
.
B
1

Expires hbmary 28,2002,

n--ua—”—mmm—u-ﬂuznmnwmmmhum—

(734) 525~3900

14700 FARM!NG’!‘ON Rvo

FormerLy Maico oF - Suie 102

~ MepicaL ViLLaGe

POFICRR700 §

| HANDGUNS * RIFLESOSHOTGU&SOAMMO-M!LITARY sugpws

| - PURCHASE PERMIT ISSUED BY LQCAL POLiCE DEPT. REQUSRED

o s

KNWES SCOPES ° HUNTING & F!SHiNG S*JPPL!ES AND MORE!

s FIREARM $ALES BY, TO OR THBU L!CENSED FFL DEALERS 0?4!.‘(1

s FBI BACKGROUND CHECK REQUIRED ON ALL FIREARM SALES.

» NO ONE UNDER 18 ADMITTED WITHOUT PARENT PICTGRE
IDENTIFICATION REQUIRED -

FOR HANDGUN PURCHASES.

-,IJVO:N!A,V - N

' Apmission s,s :

NOT ALL DEALERS

v = S
;’ARﬂCEF}\TE ON FRIDAY B F{REARMS MUST BE IN PF!OPER CASE o : . h o ’ o :

15525 RACHO RD. | i
(75, EXT36) [ I
]

TRADE CENTER NORTH mc | 734-287-2000 WITH COUPON +£R, FLB. 6T ey o B
=

u-—uw-—a—w—u-um--.w—m
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- Western

~ theme for
‘Saturday

Mard1 Gras

, It’s Mardz Gras tlme at Holy .
- Ascension Eastern Cathohci
:Church

— CANTON CONNECTION

:Cltizen awards T ﬂghters for lunch af; Roses Restaurani: 'i‘hey Wﬂl

’ ’ ‘ride to lunch in style in one of Ganton s shmy, red .
fire engines. . o :
’ The pnze drawmg is Monday

1 . Nomination forms are avallable now for Canton :
- Hall of Fame and Commumty Achiever/Support- -
~er awards at the Canton supervisor’s office, Can- -
ton Chamber of Commerce or on the townshlp 5 v
Web site; www.canton-mi.org.” - a
- The awards are given to individuals or groups - :Ofﬂclals tO serve

) who made an outstanding achlevement or contm- |- The Belleville City Council, Van' Buren Town-
~ The Northvﬂle based pansh N “bution to the community last year. = - | ship Board, Van Buren Pai)hc School Board and
will host its second annual A reception for those selected will be held’ frem -1 many of thear employees will serve pancakes and .
- Mardi Gras Country and West- || 3.5 p.m. Sunday, Aprxl 14 at Summlt on the o help conduct a live auction to raise money foran .|
¢ ern Night Saturday. Activities | ahey ‘Park. - | “Angel of Hope” monument to be built i in
begin following the 5:30 p.m. | &, “Forms must be returned to the supemsors - | Belleville’s Hillside Cemetery. ‘
liturgy at Our Lady of Provi- office o later than Friday, March 1. For more |, - The event will be held at Van Burén Townshxp.
. dence Center, 16115 Beck Road, 'mfomnatmn, call 'Debble Zevalkmk at (734) 394- * | Hall, 46425 Tyler Road in Belleville, from 8 a.m. -~
beév;leen Flg;a and Six I\;Iﬂe . x -5185 , P L 1 tonoon Saturday, Feb 2. The auctwn will start o
’ ¢ public is welcome to o o R PR at 9 am. - .
~ attend festivities that.include a Cee g S Contnbutwns are also bemg sought from lms:l-
~ catered dinner, fun and enter- = | Tonda gafﬂe R ‘ | nesses and individuals in an effort to raise . :
- tainment. Admission is $20 for . $50,000 for the monument and to provxde a per- o
" adults, $2 for children, g0 Tonda Elementary School students are buymg r et " al car e fun d R
’ in. | | raffle tickets during lunch recess this week as P o
For reservations or informa- |- L CVCTL] ] A :
 tion, call Mary Chnsile, (734); ) Qly look forward to it taking place at e P?gi Of{i}i efgt i?? ?Eﬁfﬂ‘- t?xe ?dé’gls an}cli chﬁdrez_l
4““ | | Martin said. A 29-year employee at the Ford -;h%&@&mﬁﬁ”mm:%m$ B I
' : =1 | nia Transmission. Planf Martin said he will take ' Proceeds from the tickets, at $1 each, will be Canton resident Heather Chisolm is a featured
Y ,“ f d L t, | | his wife to the. big game. The caupie has two daugh- - donated to the Uniformed Flreﬁghters Assocxa— - | performer in the children’s production, The Lion, |
Ou in e | ters, Megan and szberigg who-agtend Plymouth‘ tion of New York. .| the Witch, and the Wardrobe Feb. 15-17 at Con- N
1 K o ‘As for the kids, six lucky winners (one from © | cordia Umversmy in Mequan WIS :
GO Oﬂ Page 84'5 : _:,Salem HZg h School ’each grade) wﬂi be accompamed by Canton ﬁre~ s
,g%@§%% %%%%%%%%%%%%’”f%%%%%@%@*
ey 5@?@38 Le
- Are your NI e o
B the most v

Roses, the true ianguage of love. We offer
the best quality & an assortment of colors.

: Add that special touch with stuffed ammais,
~'balloons or a box of premium chocolates.

_{Beautrful arrangements 0 express your love

: —ﬂun—-—-mmmmwu1
1 Free 18”1Valenﬁme S Day 1
Mylar Balloon |
R : . SR : Feb Sth"‘lSth _ ' 'Wh (Vaiuedﬁts,};h&;zth any Cash@‘(.‘arr}; ?ugimse) l
1 &bé 595 Forest Avenue {‘3’{ Pnzes will be awarded* , l : gf{f d%gﬁggf:%?; 4?3252'}5@253;1&1@‘1% $120 thef 1)
: Su lt e SA e Ply m outh . &%p] See Studxo for dﬁtalls T ey Draw;ng ) be held Feb 13,2002 : l
‘ ' ; ¢hye 0 : s
 734-414-4089 ‘"em and % ’,’ “‘9 - = l

' 42158 chhigan Ave ° Cantcn
‘ - Just West of 1-275
Mol ' ' i ' 734.397.0800 '; _
~ Since 1898 &R%GIH% :  www.kellerstein.com . umme @ :
%@%%%%@%%%%%%@%@%%%%%%%@%@%% @%@%%@%% o

m ERLE N o R Aan

COsSMETIC S‘TEJE}I o s};f”

et
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. lf you have a vehicle f nanced |

~_through a dealer or another fi nancsal
-f‘mststut;on refmance it with Telcom

~ Credit Union. You may add $500 to

“the loan (optsonal) and yc:u could

. sksp two car payments¥ o

o Hurry, thzs foer expares February
2_8 2002. Call or visit a Telcom

' financial services representatwe to

apply. (Quahf ed borrewers Some

,restrictzons apply)

For more mformatlon,
call or wsnt our
Canton Ofﬁce'

. (734) 453-4212
44300 Warren Road (at Sheldon)

eviveors - . -
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Fel 'ows from page A1

, wﬂl mclude 44 bulldmgs con$1st~ .

- mg of six units each. .
When the commzsswn

i' apprnved the PDD last year, .

Doug Smith of Robertson Broth-
ers. Co. said at the time that the
-plan was to develop the Links of
, Fellows Creek in a somewhat

~similar fashion to properties

near Pheasant Run Golf Course.

> “The vision we have had for
this site is to take what we did
at the Links and Links West
.and appeal to a buyer that

might not be able to afford to

buy a house there.” :
. The Lotz/Palmer property has
‘ had about a dozen different
owners over the yvears, Smith

said. It has been eyed by various

- developers, but nothing came to
fruition until Rubertson Broth-
ers came up with their proposal
for the Links condominiums..

" Because of the proximity of

the golf course and wetlands on.

- the property, it took a lot of

- work by the developer and the
‘township planning department
to come up with an acceptable
prcposai

- The plan now calls for about
mne acres of “open space,” incor-
poratmg iandscaped common

Bears

ﬁom page Al

trois Visteon, and lean insur-. "

‘ance Agency.

" There are a number of church- o

- es which are also partlcx;)atmg
- in the Teddy Bear Round Up. -

* They include Our Lady of Good . -
Counsel, St, Kenneth’s Catholic =

- Church, First Methodist, Fn‘sf;
Presbyterian and St. Jcn}m s
’Eplscopai.Church alli in Ply—

: mouth :
" Churches in Canton coﬁectmg ‘

- teddy bears for the Salvation.
.+ Armyinclude Resurrection
- . Catholic Church and. Ge;zeva

L Presbytenan Church ’

Clubs
| _“‘»sponsor
.symphony

" ,competltlon-‘ |

The Plvmouth Rotary Faunda—
tion and the Plymouth Optimist

Club have donated funds to-

- sponsor scholarships for the Ply-
mouth ‘Symphony’s Alive with
Musical Color. Youth Artist Com-

petition to be held Sunday, |

March 3 at Evola Music, 7170 N.
,Haggerty Road, Canton.

. Through the generosity of
foundations the Michigan Coun-
 cil for Arts & Cultural Affairs,
- the Plymouth Symphony recog-
_nizes young orchestral talent
from the greater Plymouth-Can-
ton and surrounding communi-

ties ‘through this competition -

and offered music scholarships
to area youth since 1978, accord-
ing to Darlene Dreyer, the sym-
phony’s executive director. .

~ The Plymouth Rotary Founda-

-tion is sponsoring the Senior:
Division Scholarships and the

Plymouth Optimist Clubthe |

Junior Division Scholarships,
‘she pointed out.

 The competition is comprised
of three divisions: Senior Instru-

mental (grades 10-12), Senior

Piano (grades 10-12), and Junior.
Division (combined instrumental
and piano grades 7-9). Appli-
cants must be piano, band or
orchestra students in the school
districts of Livonia, Northville,
Naovi, Plymouth-Canton, Van
Buren (Belleville) or Wayne-

Westland or be: students at ’

Evola Music.

First prize winner in each
senior division receives’ $5{){3 R
and the first prize winner in the  §

junior division gets $250. If

~ applicable, honorable mentions -

" will also be acknowledged.

- Applications,
v.through the Plymouth Sympho-
ny, are due February 15. Past

participants are enceuraged to -

reapply; however, musicians are

ehg1bie to win only one first

prize award in each division.

Winners may have the opportu- -
nity to perform with the PSO.
" Applicants must be available to -

perform at the competition.

" For an application and/or fur- -

ther information, please contact
Dreyer at (734) 451-2112 or by e-
mail at - plymauthsymphony
‘@aol.com. Applications are also
available on the Plymouth Sym-

phony Web site at WWW. ply- :

mouthsymphony org.’

available

water fmm page A1

areas along major road
frontages, natural common
areas within the interior of the
condominium community and a
landscaped entrance at Lotz
Road. -

The plan also cails for the
installation of a traffic signal at

Lotz and Palmer.

“The developer will reroute’ the
Wiles Drain which runs through

_the property to ensure “the nat-
ural habitat will be preserved »

and enhanced.”

As part of the plan Robertson
Brothers will also

improvements to part of the golf

course, including the building of

“make. ;
“has plans to open a Nxssan dea1~ -
ershlp on the s1te o

- three new holes of a sxmﬁar’
" character and qualxty as the
existing ones.. : '

The plan must now go to the
township Board of Trustees- fm“

final approval. -

In other action the board
- approved the rezoning of a 2-
" acre parce} of land on the south-
‘east corner of chhlgan Avenue -
-and Lilley fmm General Indus-
: tnal to Light Iﬁdustrlai .
The request was made hy the
{)wk Scott company, which a

company representatwe said

to help pay for $4.3 blliion in.

improvements to the system
" But because of the way Can-

ton bills its water customers the

township won’t be- passing that,
_increase along’ untﬂ next year.
“We're still workmg on last
‘year s-.increase,” v
»Spencer, actountant in the town-

-said John

ship’s finance ané budget

- department,

' Spencer sald Canton has
resisted i mereasmg water rates

~ in mid-summer when usage is
highest and has made increases

at a slower usage point in the

Year : S o
At the moment Cantons resi-

‘dential water customers pay

$1.95 per thousand gallons of

“water and $2.81 for sewer, a

combined cost of $4 76 per i:houu
sand: - . :

,Bﬂimg mcrease o

-The water bﬂlmg department

‘is proposing an increase of 5

cents per thousand gallons for
water and 25 cents for sewer,

bringing the new rates to $2 for -

water and $3.06 for sewer.
That’s a 6.3 percent increase.

average
‘water during a three-month

- With the prop
~ the bill would go tu 31
$9 increase.

"o the board of trust

“boarci., the rate
Cdnto effect on May 1.

According to Spencer.
resulv:‘tsm customer uses on;
about 30,000 gallons nf_

billing period, Under the present .
rates, tl} at bill would be 'O.. '
1 hig rates, ©
80, ora . o

- Spencer said the proposal for -
higher rates would probably go 7

for a first reading and public
hearving. If approved by the.
s would likely go. -

GOING ON NOW!

CAL!.. 800-424~8185 TO OBDER ANYTIME. ST ORE }lOURS Laurel Park Place {953-7500) open Sun 12-5 Mon -Sat. 10-9. FOR INFOHMATiON call 95

YOU'RE SO ME Bfo” DY SPE

. CHARGE IT: Parisian Credit Card, MasterCard, Visa, the American Express® Card or Discover®.
Locmsn AT LAHREL PARK PLACE N 1.§VON1A, COBNSR Gf-‘ RE‘NBURGH SOAD AND SIX MILE ROAB {TAKE THE SIX Mtl.ﬁ ROAD EXiT OFF m'raﬂsm's 275}

11‘9})&&14 o

sin March
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Byd !JLIE BRGWN
STAFF WRITER . - ’
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Marta lefen and hei‘ col-b
Michigan’

leagues at . the
Humane Society are proud, Pet

adoptions are up nearly 10 per-w

cent this year. - .

. “We-all want to increase adop?

t:ons said Diffen, the society’s

community relatmns coordma»

tcr. -

Adoptxons are. down a httle

since the Sept. 11 terrorist
-attacks. People gave so much

then, “hometown charities are
starting to feel it a. little bit,”
said B;ﬁ'en* a Garden Clty resx~
dent o

. The humane ‘society, whach_v
-also has shelters and veterinary
clinics in Westland on Marquette -
near Newburgh, along with
Rochester HIHS and Detroit; wﬁl_

o took a long tzme to

FIN D HER

Propose wzth the dlamond Ihat
tells her you fully zntend to

KEEP HER.

VAI.ENTINE $ DAY ROCKS

Tues.-ch 10-6 Th & Fn. 10-8 . Sat, 105 « Closéd Sun & Mon.

‘ 620 Stackwencher
) Old Village L3 Piymouth
' (734) 455-1860

i1 OESG 58

-celebrate 1ts }.25th anmversary

“in 2002. One event will be the

annual telethon set for noon to 5

p.m. March 3 on WKBD-TV

UPN 50,
~ The staff and volunteers have
worked diligently on increasing

adoptions, Diffen said. A couple .

special events for off-site adop-

tions were held, including one
this past fall at the Detroit Zoo

where 729 ammals were adcpted

CANTON 6

© | Ford Bd 10Miia W. of 1.278. tFaay .
1450 Pty T 5 sl NN {0

$5.00 Xids all shows
$5,50 DAILY Matinoes til 4pm & Seniors
_$5.75 Students & Late Show Fri & Sat
$7.00 Evenings Mon -Thurs i ReRIn 330
No Passe BIGITAL STERED
-Unlimited Free Drink & .25¢ Corn Refilis

Doluxe Aly Moackay faan
MOVIE GUIDE

s:mwnuzszm 2/07

bed O SIACKERS(R) . -
] (SUN 11:20) 1:20, 3:20, 5:20, 7:20, 9:20

* Lad © COUNT DF MONTE CRISTO (PG-13)
\d (SUN 11:00) 1:40, 4:20, 7:00, 9:35. .

. © KUl ?M*mnﬁmws—ts)
od (SUN 14:10) 1:10, 2:10, 5:10, 7:30, 810 -

DOWH (R}
(SUN 10:40) 1,20, 4:00, 8:50, 9:40

"Ll § with $1.50 (1/2 pri guca) purchase
‘L4 1 of 460z, hag of uarypopco_m

‘!K."cap par 3d 82 Canton 6

Thinking |
New =
Wlndowso

| Thmk An dersen®'

For Great Value and

”Quahty Workmanshlp
LET US DO IT
FOR YOU'

"LITY WI

. mcﬁﬂ""ﬁn-— e
‘THENVDERSEN umoow&mm

1(800) 328 7250

Varxcose veins are not just a cosmetic probfem In addmon to pam and swelling, severe varicose -

- veins can lead to mﬂammanon and ufceratzon of the lower leg. The University of Michigan Hea!th

’Systcms Division of Venous Diseasé i is a full-service, state- of-the- art ambulatory medical facility

‘ specrahzmg in ‘the evaluation and: rrcatmcnt of large and smali vein probhzms Our h:ghfy trained

board-certified surgeons can evaluate and treat your condition both surglcally and non-surgtcaliy

,C‘ontact us at (734) 432 7662 to receive your personai consultatson orif you need more mformat:on

19900 Haggerty Road, Suite 105 » Livonia, Mi 481521053

D;vas:on of Venous Dlsease
Univaersity of Michtgan
Health System?

POFL10R9761

é

‘Humane Society still elping al

in i;wo days.

“Our adoption’ events all thxsf‘
- year have gone very, very well.” -

- She attributes much of the

success to harduworkmg gtaff
and volunteers. Donna Miller of .
Birmingham volunteers two to
three times a week at the West- o
land facility. : .

I just love it,” Miller said. “I
Eove the ammals.

Walkmg

strays gwes her exerclse too
‘Miller signed up when she
- retired from her travel agency

Jjob.

Some people don’t feahze how

much work it is to have a pet,
Diffen said. “Pets are living

beings. They have needs.”

Pets should be accepted‘ m’co ‘

. STAFF PﬂD’i’OB’I TOM HAWLEY

animals:
Jerry Ferrick
~of Detroit
comes to the
Michigan
Humane
Society in
~ Westland -
“three to four
times a week
for the past
10 years, just
‘to pay atten-
“tion'to the
vammals.

~ Valentine’s ‘package

or packages that we offer

. ,,I)iamqnd Boutique’s |

’the famlly, they need love and

“We're happy to have her3
-here,” Diffen said..

. cult.

SALON AND DAY SPA .2
. ?amper ynursel’f or someone you Iove w1th our specxal

"Mamcure hair style makeup asd lunch $ a
‘with CGthaﬂow&; 90 o

or choose from any other services

v ,Speexahzing in Spa Packages for ham, skm, body & na:ls
‘ Also Now We Offer Laser Hair Remeval e

Gift Certlﬁcates AVanlable

ForAppnmtment Caii 734 981 8223
1687 Canton Cenﬁer North (In the Center V;llaoe Plaza) Canton SRR
: Open. ‘Mon. 10-6; Tues.& Fri. 10«7 Wed & Thurs, 10~9 Sat. 9- ’

attention, including play time,’
“A lot of people don’t realiz
the time commitment,” Diffen.
said, noting a rabbit bought fora
5~year-old chﬁd could eas:dy hve;_ :
12 years. . -
~-8he and- others don’t cixscour- S

‘age yule pet-giving, but. recom-

mend involving the recipient m,
the process. Trymg to pick a pet,
for someone else 1s very dlfﬁ» E

gboé to buy ail pet-related "

B 1tems, such as a collar and toys, .
" ‘and then have the recipient pzck

the pet, Diffen said. The recipi-,
ent needs a pet to :ﬁt his’ or he’r
hfestyle. ;

‘The humane so<:1ety adopts B
mostly cats and dogs, along with

* some rabbits, ferrets, guineh

pigs and others. The humane
educator, Ron Blauet, visits

some 400 schoois a year wﬁh his"

message of loving animals.

- Blauet also does shelter/clinic’
 presentations and tours.

~Anyone wishing to adopt an™
ammal or learn more about pets,.; :

~ can call the Westland shelter at

(734} 721—7300

O v N 0 3 35w A 0 4 ) i

i wwéa,r‘r

F or that Spemal Ssmeone

on Valemme 8 Day.. .

daamond bouthue
famdly oused for 30 geans

~ Located in the Grand vaer-ﬁaisted Plaza
37105 Grand River Avenue ° Farmingtﬁn»

248-47 3-3 l 31
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PETER GLOVER
. Services for Peter Glover, 85,
- of Canton Township were held

Jan. 27 at Harry J. Will Funeral

- Home in Livonia. Burial was at
Cadillac Memorial Gardens West
in Westland.

‘Mr. Glover was born July 3,

1916 in Glenella, Manitoba and

-died Jan. 24 in Detroit.

" " He was a heating and cooling
technician/engineer who retired
in 1975. His family was not sur-
prised to recently find a hidden .
stack of diagrams of inventions
and innovations he had quietly
worked on without acknowledge-

~ ment through the years — the

most significant of which was a

brake light for car windows that

when lighted wouid reveal the

words “thank you,” his daughter,
. Grace said. He also desxgned and
built his own home.

. He was a musician throughout
Canada and Michigan for 55
years.

He was a member of St. Inno-
cent Church in Redford.

A missionary and a seeker, his
mission was to spread love, v
. peace and harmony by example,
his daughter said.

‘Survivors include his wife of
53 years, Mary; son, Jacob;
daughters, Grace, Donna, and
Mary Elizabeth; seven grand-
children; and ﬁve great-grand—

: g;l‘nldrex}
. ¥ Arrangements made by Harry
» J Wlll Funeral Home.

QOR!S M. HARDIMON

= Services for Doris Hardmmn
89, of Plymouth will be held Feb
24 at St. John's Eplscopai
@hm‘ch

“ Mrs. Hardimon was born Aug.
fO 1912 in Antigo, Wis. and died -
eian 27 in Plymouth. She was a
retired home-bound teacher for

. E-mail story ideas
and letters to
Canton Observer:
~ tschneider@
oe. homeccmm net

aﬂclﬁeaasfmes
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the Livonia Public Schools. She’
came to the Plymouth communi-
ty in 1951 from Sparta, Mich.
She was a member of St. John's

Episcopal Church in Plymouth

and of the Alpha Delta Kappa in
Livonia (teacher’s sorority). She

sang in the choir at church for 40

years, and was very active in the
church. She was aloving moth-
er, grandmother and great-
grandmother. She loved her
grandchildren and their friends.

Mrs. Hardimon was preceded
in death by her husband, J ames
E. Hardimon.

Survivors include son, Jlm
(Marlene) Hardimon of Rich-
mond, Va.; daughter, Jane
(Fred) Libbing of Plymouth; and
daughter, Judith (John) Wesser-
ling of Morganton, Ga.; grand-
children, James (Lisa) Hardimon
of California, Kenneth (Mary)
Libbing of Plymouth, Michael
(Michele) Libbing of Marshall,
Marshall (Melissa) Matson of
North Carolina, Amy Brackett,
John T. Wesserling and Anne
Marie Wesserling of Georgia;
and great-grandchildren, Ivey,
Silas, Spencer and Sydney.

Memorial contributions may
be given to the Plymouth Histor-
ical Museum in memory of Doris
Hardimon Education Association
or St. John’s Episcopal Church.

Arrangements made by
Schrader-Howell Funeral Home.

ROBERT A. KAUFMAN
Services for Robert Kaufman,

717, of Canton were held Feb. 4 at

Introducing

1969-70 he was a counselor at

‘Center Dr., Southfield, MI
‘48076- 3911

‘in Livonia.

the HéenéfSﬁndquistvFuriéfal

Home in Farmington with burial -
at Glen Eden Memorial Park in
Livonia. _

Mr. Kaufman was born July
16, 1924 and died Jan. 31.

He began his career at Wayne
School in Detroit, teaching
Industrial Arts until 1969. From

Hutchins Junior High, also in
Detroit, and finally was '
employed, again as a counselor,
at Finney High School in Detroit
from 1970-80. He enjoyed wood-
working and photography.

Mr. Kaufman was preceded in
death by his w1fe Nancy in
1993.

-Burvivors include wife, Lois
Jensen; son, William (Renee) -
Kaufman; and daughter, Mary
Sue (Mark) Schade; grandchil-
dren, Bryan, Bradley, Stephanie
and Shannon.

" Memorial contributions may
be made to the National Multi- -
ple Sclerosis Society, 21311 Civie

Arrangements made by
Heeney-Sundquist Funeral
Home.

BERNICE M. KELLER v

~ Services for Bernice Keller, 80,
of Westland, were held Feb. 4 at
the Schrader-Howell Funeral
Home with the Rev. Roy G.
Forgyth officiating. Burial was
at Parkview Memorial Cemetery -

Mrs Keller was bom Dec 22

Take all your mmutes

- across Amenca.

WEth Amenca s Cholce, al! your p!an minutes B :
are national minutes So you can call from anywhere
“on the America’s Cholce network to anywhere -
coast to coast with no roaming or long distance charges.

The America's Cholce netwerk covers aver 248 mitfion people in the U.S, Network niot available in alf areas.

1921 in Marvindale, Pa. and
died Jan. 31 in Westland. She

.worked at the Gerber Childtime
Care Center for 15 years. She

came to the Westland communi-
ty in 1946 from Garden City. =
She attended the Methodist
church. She was a member of
the Order of Eastern Star No.
587 in Garden City. She was a

| dedicated homemaker.’

Survivors include husband,
Harry J. Keller of Westland;
daughter, Susan (Ken) Wallace
of Livonia; sons, Nelson (Judith)
Keller of Westland Dale Keller

of Detroit, Chris (Roxanne)

Keller of South Lyon, Jay Keller
of Westland; nine grandchildren;
one great-grandchild; and broth-
er, Melvin (June) Johnson of -

" Livonia.

Memorial contributions may
be made to the Make A Wish
Foundation,

Arrangements made by :
Schrader-Howell Funeral Home.

MICHAEL J. KUCZEK
Services for Michael Kuczek,

21, of Redford Township were

held Feb. 3 at the L.J. Griffin
Funeral Home Canton Chapel.
Mr. Kuczek was born July 25,
1980 in Southfield and died Jan.
31 in Redford Township. He
worked as a carpenter in the
construction field. v
Survivors include father,
William J. (Mary VanGordon)
Kuezek; mother, Barbara J.
(Frank) Cortez; brother, Kevin.

. W.; and grandmothers, Joyce

\
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Youth
series
tickets
on sale

Tickets are now on sale for |
the 2002 Youth Variety
Series co-sponsored by Can-
ton Project Arts and Canton
Leisure Services,

EéRouiéé and Jean Crowther.
Arrangements made by L.J.
Griffin Funeral Home.

CLYDE L. SPITLER

Clyde Spitler, 80, of Canton,
died Feb. 3 in Westland. ,

Mr. Spitler was born Jan: 26,
1922 in Toledo, Ohio and was a
senior purchasing agent for
Kelsey Hayes. He served in the
U.S. Army during World War II.

Survivors include wife, Martha
dJ. Spitler of Canton,; sons,
Bradley Spitler of Canton and
Timothy (Virginia) Spitler of .
PFernley, Nev.; sister, Virginia
Burke of Toledo; and three

grandchildren. This year's series, which is
Arrangements made by Ver- geared for ages 12 and under,
meulen Funeral Home in West- includes The Chris Clark
land. Magic Show, Odd Bodkins
_ v Variety Show featuring life-

HENRY STANLEY PRY size puppets and Chautauqua

Express:

Tickets for each show are
available for $3 per person at
Summit on the Park. Seating
is limited, so advance ticket
purchases are recommended.
All shows will be held at the
Summit Banquet and Confer-
ence Center.

The Chris Clark Magic
Show opens this year’s series
from 10-11:30 a.m. Saturday,
Peb. 23. Clark has been per-
forming magic for adults and
children for 20 years. 1

For more information on
the series, contact Canton ||
Leisure Services at (734) 394- |
5460. ’ B

A memorial service for Henry
Pry, 87, of Plymouth was held
Feb. 9 at the Newburgh United
Methodist Church with the Rev.
Thomas G. Badley officiating.

Mr. Pry was born Oct. 5, 1914
in Milwaukee, Wis. and died
Feb. 3 at Angela Hospice. He
had lived in the Plymouth area
for 43 years. He was a retired
sales representative.

Survivors include wife, Alberta
of 59 years; daughter, Dianna
Ross of Jackson; son, Thomas
Pry of New Mexico; grandchil-
dren, Adam, Benjamin, and Eliz-
abeth Ross; and two great- v
grandchildren, Macy Ross and
Nathan Ross.
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the hometowns we serve and cantnbute to the busmess success of our

customers.

@Seeklng hlgh commerclal
standard benefits Canton

Developers hear the line agam .and

. again from the Canton Planning Com-

' mission and the Canton Township Board
. of Trustees: Give us the same building
you'd put up in Bloomfield Hills. In fact,

. some petitioners probably leave Canton’s

_municipal complex shaking their heads,

_ thinking local leaders are awfully full of |

.- themselves to compare the former “sweet

_corn capital” of Mlchlgan to one of the:

wealthiest communities in America.

. But that policy — which has been in -
o p}ace for at least the last decade - has :

 The truth is neither the planning

commission nor the township
trustees have much legal clout

higher standard on such pro-
: Jects.

served the fownéhip well, R_esidents have

benefitted both from increased tax dol-

- lars and services brought in by commer-

cial/industrial development; and from

. aesthetic improvements along Canton's
. main business thoroughfares — particu-
_‘larly Ford Road and Michigan Avenue.
.. Considering their proximity to major
_ freeway exits, some of the alternatives
., along Ford and Mlchxgan are a scary
thought.
Last week’s planning commission

" the current philosophy. Commissioners
~ recommended site plan approval for con-

" . struction of a Bob Evans restaurant on
i;,-Mmhlgan Avenue, but tabled requests

Picture this: It's a frigid January mght

* (OK, not this January) and the furnace

. goes out. You call in a repair service.

- % They tell you there’s a problem with the
., supply lines in the neighborhood. The gas, :
- company’s emergency phone line remains

= busy for days and when you finally do
- reach someone, they can’t do a thing. The

person on the other end of the phone line :

~is rude to boot. Worse yet, you'll have to

. even though you had no service.

“  You'd file a complaint — if there were
¢ an impartial, third party that would take’

7 it, But that’s not an option. -

Jeast in part because utilities that do
7 business in Michigan are regulated by

* the state, through the Mzch;gan Pubkc :

> Service Commission.

* during the last few months have encoun-
. tered that,sxtuatwn They were left with
. no viable options when their Internet

o

P

* connections to a supposeé}y “local” phone
-2 number. -

< While the Observer doesn’t see
" increased government regulation on busi-
 ness as a panacea, the time is right for

. the Michigan Legislature to step in and.

- establish an oversight role for Internet

~ Service Providers. That includes, but

- shouldn’t be limited to, approval of Gov.
- John Engler’s so-called Broadband Initia-
»tlve

- speed Internet access is as crucial as
. heat for your. home But remember, the

.- Internet is still in it’s infancy. Nobody

o envisioned today’s booming telecommuni-
= cations industry more than a century

- “Watson, come here. I want you.”

1 We can see the day (and maybe it;s»stﬂl .

.; years or even decades off) when a com-
. puter is your only option for banking, or
-~ -some educational opportunities, or even

= reading your newspaper. If you doubt it,
 just ask’ yourself which delivery system
. for those gervices is cheaper — and there-

«. fore provides the most potential for prof-
¢ it. Then ask yourself when was the last
time you talked to a real, live bank teller.

It’s true that Internet Service

some are giant, publicly-owned conglom-

: erates like AOL-Time Warner, others —
.- particularly those offering dial-up service

. — are small- or medium-sized, private
compames (mcludmg the company that

" meeting provided a working example of -

. pay your monthly service charge in full,

We admit it's an unlikely scenario, at”

- But thousands of southeastern Mzchl- :
+ gan residents who have experienced simi- -
= lar problems with home Internet service

. access was cut off, or when they received -
© an outrageous telephone bill for Internet

“time-consuming

We can’t make the argument that hlgh-/
- statewide right-of-way authority to issue

-.ago, when Alexander Graham Bell said:

Providers aren’t public utilities. While .-

mvolvmg a proposed TGI Fridays at t‘ﬂe .

Harvard Plaza (Ford and Sheldon) and a
First Federal of Michigan Bank on Can-

“ton Center Road. Neither project went

above the “minimum requirements” of

the township zoning ordmance, board’

members said.
“We take a more conservative approach

to development than some other commu- i
~ nities,” Vic Gu_stafson, ¢ommission chair-

man,; said in an article on commercial
development in Sunday’s ‘Observer. “We

‘continually raise the bar of excellence

based on new ideas and input, but the
key thing is asking developers, whether

. commercial or residential, to work with

»

us.

- -The ‘trut‘h is. neithér the" pianning cém‘m
when it comes to enfor Eiﬂg @ mission nor township trustees have much
" legal clout when it comes to enforcing a-

higher standard on such projects. Michi-

gan courts have ruled emphatically over

“the years on the rights of property own- |-

ers to use their land as they see fit. But
local officials know that developers eager
to gain access to a desirable community

- will in most cases “go along to get along.”
-‘The time and money of a protracted court

fight is an incentive to wm local a})prova’i
as well.

The Observer believes tﬂwnshlp offi-
cials should continue to press for hlgher
standards from deve}opers, even in the

face of tougher economic times. We

understand that couild contribute to slow-

er progress in filling available propertzes_

in the Michigan Avenue corridor.

We fee] the trade-off ~ a better busz-"

ness dlstnct in the long«-run ~is worth it.

~_Internet growth spawns
~oversight role for state

owns t}ns newspaper). Bnt when it comes
to increasingly desirable high-speed

Internet connections, local residents are
ghxmted to their telephone and cable com-
panies, which for the most part still func-
‘tion as municipal monopolies. Mergers-

‘among those providers eliminates any

-gemblance of choice and further compli—
-cates things, as any Comcast customer in

Westland, Plymoath or Canion can tell
you. -

While the Observer daesn 't see

increased government regula-
tion on business as a panacea,
the time is right for the Michi-
‘gan Legislature to step in and
establish an oversight role for

- Internet Service Providers.

‘The providers themselves have some
legitimate gripes about doing business in
Michigan. Under the current setup, lay-
ing fiber optic cable is both costly and
gince individual
approval is needed from each municipali-
ty. Application fees charged by munici-
palities are all over the map, from $500
in Dearborn Heights to $10,000 in Livo-

" nia. Tacked on to those charges are com- |
plicated annual fees that can differ if

cable is laid above ground, or under; on
major.roads, or local streets;

> “ROCKY” THING A
BIT SERIOLS...

RACZ KOWSKI SEEMS
TO BE TAKING THIS

[ Yo, AOR\AN*
{ Yo, ALPENA!
Mo, ANN AR%OR

& Ruling will hurt
- I'm a male, high school sophomore,
who plays football at the Plymouth-

. Canton Edueational Park. I'm con-

cerned about the U.S. District Court-
ruling on Dec. 17, 2001 requiring the

Michigan High School Athletic Associ-

ation to change its girls sports sched-

ule. Starting in the 2003-04 season,
girls high school sports will be played

in the same season that other U.S.
high school girls and women’s college
sports are played in, and that boys
sports are played in. This ruling is to
allow girls more scholarship and tour-

nament opportunities. I believe that
‘girls should be offered the same oppor-

tunities as boys. Butthere are many
reasona why this cha.nge may hurt

~more than it will help.

B We will lose coaches who coach
both boys and glrls teams in'the s same

‘sport. v
B Schools don’t have enough swim- ﬁ

ming, basketball, soccer, golf, and ten-
nis facilities available for both teams

_to use during the same season, thus
some-athletes will have to be cut.

8 Scheduling practice and game
times will become more difficult.

- B Overused fields shared for soccer .
and football will be unsafe if they
become muddy and full of holes.

8 College scouts won’t be able to

look at potential scholarship winners

in their less busy off-season, hurting
scholarship opportunities.

B Girl basketball players in partxcu— ‘
}ar, will actually have reduced scholar-

ship chances because their schedule
will be switched from the fall to the
winter.

B Girls who play wlleyball and soc--

“eer will have to choose between those

two sports (or be superhuman) because
both will be played in the fall. Girls

. who play basketball won’t be able to bé ‘

on the swim team.

My aunt, Renee Enright, earned
nine letters in four sports at Thurston
High School in Redford in the '70s, at a

‘time when girls were just beginning to

get recognition in sports. She earned a
volleyball scholarship even though she
played it in the winter. She also
earned the Most Athletic Girl award -
her senior year and was All State in.
softball and volleyball. I'm very proud
of my Aunt Renee, she is a gifted ath-
lete, but I really don’t think she cared
what season she played volleyball in.
She loved to play sports and she was
good, and that was aii that mattered.

. - Alex Enright

Canton

The Engler proposal, called the MI |

HiSpeed Internet Plan, would create a

permits and charge providers 5 cents per
foot of broadband cable installed in a
given community. Of that, 4 cents would
be returned to the mumczpahty and 1
cent would go to the authority, which
would enable it to grant low-interest
loans to rural and under-served areas

that are now unhkely reciplents of hxgh-»

speed Internet servzce
~The governor's office estimates the uni-
form fee would generate about $50 mil-
lion a year in revenue as broadband net-
works crisscross the state.
" The Observer urges the legzs§ature to
approve the Engler initiative in short

order, before attention spans wane and

eiectxon season hits high gear.

We also encourage leglslators from
both sides of the aisle to give serious con-
sideration to a bill placing larger ISPs
under the auspices of the PSC, giving

consumers somewhere to turn when thexr'

computer screens go blank

H Praise for volunteers
On behalf of Arbor Hospice and
Home Care, I would like to take this

opportunity to thank the National
Honor Society students from Ply-

‘mouth-Canton and Plymouth-Salem
High School that heiped us on Jan. 20

at the non-profit warming station dur-

ing the Plymouth Ice Spectacular
These students exhibited a will to

work and maturity beyond their years.

‘They were at pleasure to be with and

were great ambassadors for the Ply-
mouth and Canton communities. -
' The students who volunteered for

community service for the Arbor Hos-

pice and Home Care warming station
were; Omar Khan, Alan Mlynek; -
Michelle Roelots, Kim Siedlaczek, Kyle
Martz, Erin Jensen, Susan Merenda,
Chris Gregg, Chioe, Kincl, Natalie

McBain, Melissa Hurst, Aﬁdrea Dery,

Ryan McKendry, Claire Dooley, Erma
Stoney and J esszca Leveiy

Thank you also, to Denise Gimple,h‘v
National Honor Society Faculty Advi- -
sor., S

. Eileen Faas
’ Speczal E’vents Coordinator
Arbor Hosptce and Home Care,
' Northviile

B Agents are 'h'eroesftogi

" We certainly have all been touched
by recent events in the world and espe-

" cially right here in our country when it

comes to tragedy. And from the terri-

. ble things that have happened, we =

have had time to reflect and recogmze _
the good in our society. -

"~ "We have recognized and fallen back .

into a sense of well deserved admira- .

- tion for the men and women in uni- .- .-

form. Be they firefighters, ‘police offi-
~ cers or members of the armed forces.

However, I would like to recognize
some of those who, due to the nature of
their professions, cannot always
receive the recognition that they -

~deserve. I'm speaking about those men

and women who serve us everyday as

‘agents in the FBL
. P'm privileged to have known sever-

al such people while employed for our
- government. Much of their work

requireés long hours away from families

-and friends in efforts to follow leads,

interview citizens or gather and pro-

. cess evidence. These agents also must

view behaviors and crimes that we -

. cannot fathom or stomach ourselves.

Much if not all of the efforts of these

_ highly trained men and women will

continue fo go unnoticed so that the
rights of others are protected. But,
that should not in any way diminish

- our gratitude and respect for their

work and dedlcatwn to thexr servme to

- our Country,

Our society is made safer by these
professionals. And to those men and
women, you know who you are, even
though you can’t always share every-
thing mvclved in your work I thank

you anyway

Frank chh
’ Cantgm

B Question unanswered

Ms. Tassanyi's original Letter to the
Editor (Observer, Jan. 8) asked a very
specific question that is yet unan-
swered: “What were these two teach-

‘er's thinking?”.

Mr. Chiumento (oﬁa of the two

- teachers) responds with what it
- sounds like he was “feeling.” I believe -
‘Ms. Tassanyi’s question was a little

more rhetorical than literal. Keeping
in mind the ages of these children
(sixth and seventh graders and up),

‘the question begs to be answered —
what in the world were they thinking?

I 'would hope that teachers would
have enough sense to eliminate any

‘displays commemorating any typeof
sexuality (especially to sixth- and sev-.
enth-graders). Ibelieve this is more-
the igsue. I would hope that Mr..Chiu- -

mento could see the absurdity in this.

-He seems to rally around the whole "
freedom of speech thing but only when .

it’s his freedom. That same freedom -
has been given to us all — not just
spemai interest” groups.
"Equal rights does not equate to * spex

" cial rights.” He is the same teacher
‘that led the attack on banning Boy
* - Scouts from our schools, which (and

many are thankfuly dldn’t happen:

. Why is his freedom to make dlsplayé
- -or speak out any different, or more
- . special, than theirs? Seems to me Mr.

‘Chiumento hkes to practlce “v;tewpomt’

discrimination.” He’ll honor anyone’s’

freedom of speech as long as ‘he agrees ‘ -

withit. =

- Mr. Chmmenta states, “I was thmk
ing about those students who must
periodically-endure ridicule or ixsten te
disparaging comments about gays.”
Has he everheard a child called a

© Jesus freak? What is he doing for

those Christian students? How about

fat, ugly, trailer-trash, four-eyes, .. °

metal mouth, the list goes on andon.  ~
What is he doing for those students?
We all “periodically” endured some

- sort of ridicile by which we had no

control — but that’s not the issue here.

The real isstie here is personal agen» '

das! Do o
Our schodls are not here for Mr

* Chiumento and Mr. Salbenblatt to -
"~ have a forum for their personal agen~ _
" das, nor for the agendas of the NEA

One doesn’t have to look too far at Mr.

" . Chiumento’s involvement with the’ :
- NEA to see where this all stems from. -

Keep the pshtlcs out of my chlid’
classroom.

Mr. Chiumento, and ail other teach-
ers pushing any personal agendas
through our schools, need to stop. Plck
vour fights with pec:ple your own size

“but leave the children out of it.
- Remember the capacity in which you
" were hired, not as a counselor, not as a

gay advocai;e for gay students. You

were hired as a teacher. »
The only “education that needs to

take piace in our commumty, sxr, is -

-the.education you were hired to give.

If 1 desire education for any othér sub- -

jects not offered in our schools, I'll seek o

it out for my child. .
‘Robin Wzlson .

Plymouth"

M Stop vendetta

. Our country was founded on the

- principle of a right to life, liberty and™

property (Phil Power’s column, “Right

. to Life’s bill aims to pressure politi-

cians, Jan. 17). Without life you cannot
have anything else so we need to pro-.
tect life first and hold life as precious.
When will Planned Parenthood stop -
its vendetta of killing innocent babies?
Also, since when has murder been a
respected way toearn a living? Murder
should never ever be allowed for any
reason. It never has been a respectable
way to earn a livilg. It stops a beatmg

-~ heart.

Sorry, I know nobody likes to be eri-

~ tiqued. I really like your opinion page

recently Good opinions. . .
Walter szatkawskz

Plymoutk -
Share your opinions

We welcome your letters to the
_editor. Please include your name,
address and phone number for . v
verification. We ask that your letters
be 400 words or less. We may edit

- for c!ar:ty, space anc% content

) Mai:

v i.etters to the Editof

Tedd Schneider
Canton Observer
794-South Main .
Plymeuth Ml 48170

 E-Mail:

tschneidef@oe.hamecamm neii

Fax, T

) 7344594224
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Engler, McNamara should
- work together on alrports

Memo To ‘Governor John Engler
Wayne County Executive Ed McNamara
Re: Monument To Your Careers

You two are among Michigan’s most effective

politicians ever. By remarkable coincidence, both of
you will be retiring from public office at the end of
this year. But there’s still time for you to work
together to bequeath an enormous legacy to the citi-
~zens of our state: What
could become _the single
largest economic develop-
ment project in Mlchlgan
hmtory :

Later this month the
new midfield terminal and
runwdy at Wayne County
Detroit Metropolitan Air-
port will go into service,
makmg it one of the pre-
miere passenger hubs in the

west, renovated Willow Run
Airport airfeady ranks third
in the nation in freight traf-

© Phit Power

v tently managed eﬁ'ectzvely marketed and promoted

¥
H

Y .m_ o a0

the two airports could create an aerotrspohs
powerful economic development district arising from
the competitive advantage that comes from air-
- based passenger and freight transportation.

For years, scholars have pointed to transportation
- hubs as the main drivers of economic growth: sea-
ports in the 18th century, railroads in the 19th cen-
tury, h;ghways in the 20th century. Powerful evi-

dence is emerging that giant airports will be the

engines of economic growth in the 21st century. Los

‘Angeles International Airport, for example, has
+ already led to 400,000 new jobs and generates $60 -

billion in annual busmess
. There’s no reason this couldn’t happen right here

" in Michigan. Professor John Kasarda, director of the

-Kenan Institute of Private Enterprise at the Univer- -
sity of North Carolina and a world authority an air-

-~ port-driven economic development is enthused

about the prospects of linking air passenger and

freight hubs in Michigan: “Nowhere in the world -

have I seen'anything like the potential Wayne

- County Metro and Willow Run have if they’re put .

together right.”
The big stumbling block, of cOurse, is “put togeth-

© . erright” »
- Asyou both realize, the key is to figure out a gov-
ernance structure that works. Right now, both Wil-

- .- low Run and Wayne County Metmpohtan airports

gre owned by Wayne County and managed through -

an impenetrable thicket of inscrutable politics
between the Wayne County Board of Commissioners

and Ed McNamara. But just-wait. If things at the
airport are bad now, just think of what theyll be -

hke next year with a new Wayne Connty Chief

world. Just 12 miles to the

fic. Linked together, compe-

Executive and Board of Commissioners.

So now is the time to sit down and put together a -

governance structure for both airports that is not

infested with the cronyism of local politics, that is -

transparent to public scrutiny and that supports an
effective professional management that could

~exploit the terrific economic’ development potential

of an aerotropolis right here in Michigan.

I'd hesitate suggesting how to do this to you guys,

both savvy and experienced dealmakers. But cer-
tainly an airport board with governance authority
over both Detroit Metropolitan and Willow Run
could be created by an act of the legislature. The
Wayne County Executive could appoint some mem-
bers outright and pick some from a list of names
submitted by the Wayne County Commission, while
the Governor could appoint some others. Members
shouldn't be solely from Wayne County, maybe
there should be some representation from metro
area counties like Oakland and Washtenaw.

Regardless of how the details work out, cﬂtting )

this deal is in both your best interests.
Ed, as you come to your final months in ofﬁce,

vyour dxstmgmshed career is at risk of being soiled
by continuing management and contracting prob-
lems at Detroit Metro. The Republicans are already

pounding your protégé and Democratic gubernatori-
al candidate, Attorney General Jennifer Granholm,
trying to tie her to “scandals” at the airport. Plainly,

it’s in your interest to make a fresh start with the -

way the airport is govemed and managed.

And, Governor, you've got a bunch of state legisla-- "

tors who are just dying to snatch Metropolitan Air-
port away from southeastern Michigan. Can you
imagine the fuss that would erupt when’politicians

from Detroit and Wayne County start screaming
‘about outstate Republicans stealing first their

courts, next their schools and finally their airport?
Collaboratmg on a fix for the airport solves a big
political problem for your party and heips burnish

"your legacy..

It won't be easy. Governor you’d have to keep
- some of your own legislators from hijacking the pro-
-cess to smear Ed McNamara and slam Jennifer -
© Granholm. And Ed, you'd have to keep the Board of

Commissioners and other miscellaneous Wayne
County politicians from screaming that another pet
project has been stolen from them. But if you guys

“can’t figure out how to do this, I don’t think anybody

can,
Time's running short, gentlemen Youve both got

~only a few more months of power left. Why not use
. them to put your stamp on something genuinely-
- important to the future of our state?

Phil Power is chairman of HameTown C‘om-

- munications Network Inc., the company that
- owns this newapaper. He welcomes your com-
" ments, either by voice mail af (734) 953-2047,

ext. 1880, or by e-mazl at ppower@homecomm o
E net.

D%’

"C WCCCD Contmumg Educat:on

Presents

| “Islam and America - o
The Path to Understandmg”

Wayne County Commumty Cﬂllege District - Western Campus‘
9555 Haggerty Road (at 1-94) o Bellewlle, MiI 48111 |

Featured Speakers'
Dr. Sherman Jackson

A highly acclaimed Islamic Studies Professor at the Umvers:ty of o
Michigan-Ann Arbor-and an expert in Islamic Law and legal
Theory. Professor. Jackson has taught many classes on diverse
issues of Islam including Islamic Intellectual History, African-
' American Religious  Experience, Introduction to Islam, and
Islamic Law: He is also an author of many books and essays on
. mtnrcate Islamic issues. ‘

Nejah Bazzy
Trans-cu/tural Sensitivity Expert

. Saeed Khan '
AZtorney, Dlrector of the Institute for Social Pohcy and Understandmg

Current leade:; lmam, of the Islamtc Assocratlon of Greater Detro:t Rochester, Ml o

’ : - Abdul Alim Bashir o
Involved in tfze devek)pment of the Human D:gmty Coalttron Orgamzaaon

. Sess;on TQpl(ZS’
Islam and Amenca . ls!am 101 s lslam, Violence & Warfare
Women and ls!am e Mushms and lslam in 20th Century Amerlca |
Islam in American History |

FOR REGISTRATION INFORMATION PLEASE CALL:

313-496-2600 OR 248-5

* Pre-registration is required by to assure lunch’

69-2203.

PORLISYIS

Journalists have a kind

- of twisted sense of humor.

"That's the only explana-

tion I can offer for Fri-

" day’s Michigan Press Asso-

ciation gubernatorial candidate forum, held at the
Amway Grand Hotel in Grand Rapids. .

Asking nine pohtxclans to speak for only a

minute or two on serious matters like Proposal A

‘and the Freedom of Information Act is nothing

short of absurd. But it did provide an interesting

_ look at the FULL slate, not just Lt. Gov. Dick

Posthumus, Attorney General Jennifer Granholm,

former Gov. Jim Blanchard and U.S. Rep. David

Bonior ~ the names we all recognize.

" Perhaps the most strident among these obscure

candidates is Ed Hamilton, described as a

“staunch and hawkish defender of the American

~ Joni Hubred

‘nomic system Hamilton believes government in
Michigan is getting too expensive and claims the
state has the third largest bureauncracy in the
country. The Democrat turned Republican said, “I
want to preserve the Engler legacy and the capital-
ist way of life.” He doesn’t support strengthening
" the state’s “sunshine laws,” which guarantee pub-
lic access to government, because he believes the
press doesn’t use what’s already available.
The Green Party’s candidate is Douglas Camp-
bell, a professional engineer who has taught

physics and math at the college level and is'a

licensed pilot. He’s taking his first shot at public

office because, he said, “I think people are ready

for a professional problem solver, rather than a

- professional politician.” Campbell supports Propos-

al A and feels government should revamp the way

it taxes people, levying higher taxes on things that -

are bad for you. For instance, he would favor sales -
tax adjustments on vehicles based on how their

‘mileage per gallon compares with the national -
“standard, Campbell believes people are generally

dissatisfied with government and said he offers a
‘candidacy that runs on peopie power, rather than
money.

It's tough to call Sen. Alma Wheeler Smxth or
Sen. Joe Schwarz “obscure,” because both are

well known and hold leadership positions in the

' Senate But in this race, they are among those who
n't getting the lion’s share of press. ’

. Schwarz serves as President Pro Tempore in the

- state senate, where he represents the 24th district.

A physician and U.S. Navy veteran, Schwarz head-

- ed up the successful campaign to get Michigan

‘behind U.S. Sen.-John McCain’s candidacy for

- ‘president. A self-described moderate “Bill Mil- -
liken” Republican, Schwarz is a strong advocate -

- for the state’s education system ‘and will empha-
size health policy, particularly as the nation faces

capitalist way of life and its free enterprise eco--

(LCReWGC)A9

- Thursday,.Febmafy?, 2002

AII candldates
should have thelr
‘mmute in the sun

the threat of bioterrorism, as well as chemical and

nuclear threats. While he voted for both the busi- -

ness and individual tax cuts, he said, “I would

“advocate putting them on hold for two years. You

gotta get out of that ‘supply side tub.’ It is not un-
Republican to do so, it just makes common sense.”

Smith, who began her political life at age 10 in
* the first campaign to desegregate 'Ann Arbor, won
‘her first election to school board after fighting for
open meetings. She’s Democratic vice chair of the
Senate Appropriations Committee and is running
on a fairly simple basic principle: “The color of
your skin, the depth of your'wallet and the place
where you live shouldn’t determine your quality of
life.” Public health management, she says, should
be more than just disease control. Smith believes
Proposal A has leveled the playing field, but wants
more emphasis on the pre-school component to
education, ma}ung sure every child is prepared for
school. - .

And then there’s Angelo Scott Brown. Perhaps

. the most unlikely political candidate, he is a secu-

rity guard and evangelist who has started a num-
ber of churches and founded the Hebrew Israelite
Jewish Christian Rainbow Victory Club and the
“We Are All Brothers and Sisters” Organization.
This is his third candidacy, and he plans to seek

the Presidency in 2004. His political viewscanbea
little confusing. For instance, while Brown advo-
cates freezing taxes, he wants to look into.creating
some new ones. He believes the education system
needs a total overhaul, starting with the school
buildings and equipment, and wants contracts that
will entice more qualified teachers. His campaign

flyer mentions putting the state lottery backonthe -

ballot and mvest;gatmg alleged cml rights viola-
tions connected to it.

All of the candléates urged members of the press -
- to be more vigilant, to -ask tougher questions and
« to give everyone a chance to be heard. But perhaps

Jennifer Granholm put it best — and in keeping -

~ with the tenor of the event, most succinctly — when
. she said, “Please descnbe what comes out of the
mouth of the cand:éate rather than how they '

look.” - v
T'm not fooling myself into behevmg Ive some-

~ how enhghtened the public here. The best I can

hope for is the best these candidates could do ~

pique interest so that voters pursue add}tlonal o

information.

‘Elections are not for the fam*; of heart. Everyone o

Who runs for pubhc ofﬁce has earned the nght to
" beheard.

And for a great deal more than a mmute

Joni Hubred is editor of the Farmmgton,
Observer, She welcomes your commenis by
mail to 33411 Grand River, Farmington, MI
48335; by FAX, 248-477-9722; or via. e-ma;l to.

Jhubred@oe kameeomm. net .
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Flnanélal troubles for B!.ue Cross a ‘loomm

BY MIKE MALOT’I‘
-HOMETOWN NEWS SERVICE
mmalott@homecomm net

~The financial troubles con-
fronting Blue Cross Blue Shield
of Michigan are nothing less

' than a “loommg health care cri-

sig”
So says Barry Cargﬁl of the
Small Business Association of

Michigan. Without reform, he -
contends, Blue Cross’ problerns »

could — for small busmesses
with fewer than 50 employees —
- “spell the end ef emplcyer spon-

sored health care coverage m’ -

Michigan.”

Michigan’s. "Fmanczal andf'

Ingurance:Services Commlssmn—
er Frank Fitzgerald agrees.

before

“tinet possibility that BCBSM as

we depend on it will not exist at -

decade’s end,” he stated last
September.’ The problem is “a
-threat to affordable and accessi-

. ble hea}th care coverage :n.\

Mmhzgan

q Cnsw developmg :
State Rep Paul })eWeese (R~

“If we 1gnore these symptoms
.: tsday, we are creating the dis-.

Jaxn as Fax Tonrs and
Refreshments

| Fradayl,, Saturday & Snnday

:' frnm Ila.m. tn Sp.a:.

Wﬁhamston) who is aiso a doc—
tor, said the crisis is aiready
developing. Premium increases

. of 25 percent annually for the

last four years have forced many

-gmall business owners to find -

alternatlve ways to pay for
insurance for their workers.

~ Some have asked emplcyees to

cover much of the cost’ increases .
‘themselves, Others now just give
v empioyees a stipend to purchase

health insurance on their own.

Nonetheless, it ig an’ issue few

have recognized because the
' audlt that identified the problem

— $400 million in losses by Blue

Cross over the past five years —
- was released in- ‘September and

was qulckly overshadowed by

"events in New York and Wash~

ington.

So it countad asa sur;mse for
legislators as well as the public,
when Gov. John: Engler high-

lighted the problem in his recent
State of the State address.

- Legislation to- lmpiemeht

" Engler’s calls for reform is being @
AFlltz‘_ger&ld B ]

drafted now

ruary 8, % & 10

exglamec} and he expects a’
three-hill package will be ready
for introduction in the next twc
to three weeks. :

»Engler’s plan

-Among’ Eng%ers pmpcsais

“were;

B Increase the insurance com-
missioner’s ability to regulate

the operation of Blue Cross:

F;tzgeraid said it “should be on
par” with the commissioner's

~ Still others have dropped insur- “ability to regulate any other

" ance altogether. v
Con31denng that half of chha- o
. gan’s residents get their insur-
ance through Blue Cross, this is
-a “pocketbook” i issue for most of .
~the state. '

“The Small Business Assocxa- :
»tmn is not bemg alarmist When,
it says we are’ facing a crisis,”
““”‘thzgerald salé And hes sazd 1t

msurance company in Michigan.
‘B Restructuring ‘the Blue

Cross board. of directors. Fitzger- -
~ald anticipates cutting it from
the current’ membership of 35 to
~ “somewhere in the teens.” He'd
like to see the members}up, now -
selected from a number of spe-

cial mterests, ‘changed  to
increase public representation. -

. 5 Engler also proposed cre-
" ation of a trust fund intended to
’v'protect resxdents should Blue
- Cross privatize. More than 20
ether states have turned theu‘

3480 Jacksen Rd 1 800 875- FORD

ANN ARBOR

SAUNE

‘ance firms. can. vNor can t
‘customers away; RO

fCherry pxekmg’ ~

Acc’ﬁrdlng to Cargxil prwatev ,
insurance companies have been
able to beat Blue Cross’ prices by -

7070 Mtchlgan Ave, T34-429- 54?8

programs over to for—profit bum-

nesses, and while Fitzgerald

1n81sted Engler is not advocating
that, it might still occur.

B}ue Cross of Mlchlgan is the
largest remaining state-spon-

sored, not-for-profit health plan

in the country, Fitzgerald

explained. It was set up by the
state legislature back in the ’30s
" to serve as th_g j‘insurer of la

resort,”

< It's status as'a private nom;ﬁ
proﬁt insurer lies at the heart of
-the issue. By state law, Biue:f‘
- Cross must’ charge(ail =
tomers a single ¢
rate.” It is not allowed to adjust
_rates up for people who.ar ider.

or less healthy, as private insur-

cherry plckmg employers with

younger, he‘aithxexj, less m,sky,»

mmiunity

9800 Bellile . 734697 9151 -
BELLEVILLE

Hi §$ @& §§ |
Bt Milord R, 2484376700
- LoNTWR

groups of empioyees 'I‘hat §eaves:
- Blue Cross with the older, less

healthy, cosfflle’r groups of

-employees to insure.

Cargill therefore believes.
reform will have to include rate

reform throughout the industry.
He advocates a plan called “rate -

banding,” which allows i insurers,
Blue Cross as well as prlvate

" companies, to adjust premiums
o according to risk, but also -
requires: all insurers to take a

. certain percentage of good and

bad risks. That would end the
““cherry. pmlung,” he contended
Fitzgerald isn’t convinced,
‘When you have a “behemoth -
that dominates the market as .
Blue Cross does,” it isn't reas«m{
“able to believe that a few private .
..vcompames could have much of
an 1mpact YAt best, they are just .
" nipping at your heels,” he said.

Fitzgerald instead believes the

reforms have to be- internal to

Blue Cross. They would include

allowing Blue Cross to, ad;ust'
e o ampaet; n

’ ENE B :

2105 Washtenaw 734- 482 881 |

rates for risk.

y IR ERR)
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“That is somethmg we are o
going to have to talk about,” both .
DeWeese and Fitzgerald said, -
‘»The goal is to. reform Blue o
Cross without having to cut back -
on’ beneﬁts, that is what condi: -
-tions and treatments the insurt
ance. piaﬂ wﬁl cover, Fxtzgerai@ .
‘ sald ‘ o

Whﬂe Carglll and DeWeese e
‘said the.goal is to get premmms :
under control; Fitzgerald is -
»-unsure where the costs are heaéi RO

way, it’s going to have an,

YPS!LANT!

F SENM,Y

1011 S. Monroe 734- 243-60ﬂ0

o MONRGE

DeWeese agrees w1th the" s
.internal approach. But if h:gher .
risk customers can be charged‘

. more for premiums, it raises g
~question of whether Blue Cross o
-can fulfill its. role as. “insurer GI‘ -
last resort.” b

There is StIH a $350 mzliwz‘i
deﬁmi; there that is going to have
~to be’ addressed, whether it is
through premiums or is Just -
~written off,” he said. “Either -
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VA
APR Financing

forupto 36 -
Momhs (1)

~GASHBACK® |

-

) D}fl)

**‘f‘ g Sweetkeart Mmk Caats ,@ 1
y : from $2 997

Dittrich “Quahty”
~ Female

- Ranch & Mahogany

‘ Mink Ceats

Si:ow kaw muc:}t youcare
. give the Dittrich Family's o
- Sweetheart Mink Coar!

2002 F-150L/D S/C F/S 4X4

$2500 o Q*

cash back fmanc;ng

2002 WINDSTAR SE DR

$2500 or

cash back imacmgﬁ .

S eczal Financin;
ot avazlable &

. ,/iémm_‘Z?,;} RSP

l}e:rmt @ {313) 873- 810
‘ 717’3 Third Ave, 305

ggloomfeid Hxlls* @ (2&8) 642-3(2{)0 ; .
"”fo 39315 Woodsward A‘w W d:tmcizfurs com

R b, I

2002 SXPLGR!:’R 4DR

!
i
i
;
i

F -~ ; 2002 axmaammnr 20R
-;Get the skn!ls N 74
| You need er

e E R ‘f i F l £ D
" Technical Education
Canter .

‘ csh_ ack, | f;nancmg“

OmputerProfessrona!s 1.
are m demand -are you?f | |

' Schooicra&
College
Contmnmg
ucation
Services

Leam Morei Attend a frae
IT Information Sessnon
February 12, 7 pm
Mcnoweil Center, Room 110
- Schoolcraft College
18600 Haggerty Road -
Livonia, Ml 48152~2696

Classes start March 12"‘ S0
O dEl Toll Frec IS

zaoz mlm’s sss -azoaz nmem xz ,s/c’qxq

cash hack

cash back ]

8@8&1{3‘.@ | | fmancmg
FOHD DENLERS

#WMWW E

biﬁ'i' ALL BU\'ERS WILL QU&UFY FOR i.OWEST APR see degler to see if you qualify. 0.0% Ford Cfedzt APR ﬁnancmg for quaiaﬁed ors on 2&02 Taums Wndsiar R

!orer and F-Serigs LD {excludes T-bird, Escape,SVT and L\%'m ng models) varies by creditworthiness of buyer as determined by Ford Credit. 0.0% for 36 months at $27.78 per month aE?er $§600
ﬁnanced with 10% down Dealer pamc:paaon may affect savings. For special APR financing or cash back take new retail delivery from dealer stock by 35102 Suppi‘es are hm:ted not all dealers wil have
o featured modeis Resﬁency resinctms app?y See pan'czpaung dealer for compiete detaais -

fmancihg "

' - 866—74& 6'76'~
’ or 734-462-4448 for more detaais'

PoFLossose § f Poricsosss £



mailto:msraaiott@horaecomra.net

GUEST cowmn’

Museum is
committed to
strengthening
community ties

- §hen Detroit Institute of Arts
(DIA) Director Graham W.J.

. Beal came on board two years
ago, he made a commitment fo
strengthen the museum's role asa -
community resource and build
stronger ties with the African Ameri-
can community in particular, That
commitment is shown during Black
Hastory Month at the DIA, and Beal
is pleased with the resultﬁ ‘

' “Thmugh art, one can get a unique
perspective
of history, :

~ Oneof the ob,;e;:twes, f he DLA'
" strategic plan is:to focus more atten- .

. responsible for programs took this
. charge very sermusly, and collabora-
‘tive efforts resulted in the strongest
Black History Month programming in
" DIA history..
“It's a testament to our staff’s
 knowledge and experience that they
were able to attract the caliber of
artists and performers that will be
here during February,” said Beal. “A
conscious effort was made to keep the
bond between art and history evident.”
Music has always been an integral
part of black }nstary. and one of the
oldest forms is the qpmtual and
later, gospel music. Two renowned

ing Black History Month. The Fair-
field Four, originally formed in the
1920s, performs rich a cappella har-
monies in solemn spirituals and
hand-clapping songs of praise. This
Grammy award-winning group was
recently featured in the hit movie O
Brother, Where Art Thou? Later in
the month, Detroit's own Whitfield
Company br:ngs their spmted gospel
choir to the DIA. .
Musical traditions evolved along

A QETROiT
and the DIA | |NSTITUTE OF -
~ rate art by ~ ARTS |
important Where: 5200
African Woodward Ave., be-.
American tween Farnsworth
artists,” “and Kirby .
said Beal. When: 10 am.- 4
“Part of our © | p.m. Wednesday-
mission is to: Thursﬁay, untilt ¢ 1.
make this p.m. Friday, and 10"
art avail- - . | @m.- 5 p.m. Satur-
able to the day-Sunday . =
- public and Admission: $4, $1
to have pro- - children, free for
- grams t‘hat ‘ ) Foungers Sg(gifé};
. members.
;?fffie‘;i; 833-7900 or visit
ing about the Web site at
and enjoy- | Www.dia.org ‘
Ling it

. gospe’i groups will ’be at the DIA dur- -

Please see MARCIL, 133

Upcoming -
show: The
DIA opens
an exhibi-
tion of Jacob
Lawrence’s
paintings
Feb. 24. Pic-
tured here is
“Munich
Olympic Games, 19717 from
the Seattle Art Museum.

Tough times:
Hank Ben-
nett, (top to
bottom) Joe
Wachowski, |
Ron Metey- |

er, and Erin

Osgood play

lead roles in

the Farm-
tngton Play-
ers produc-
tion of The
Rainmaker
in West
Bloomfield.

Birmingham women
painters draw on
“vibrant palettes

By LINDA ANN CHOM{N

STAFFQWHTER
Ichomin@oe homecomm.net

Color and camaraderie warm the Livonia Civie

Center Library Fine Arts Gallery as the Birmingham
© Society of Women Painters drift in one by one, ]
Outside an icy February morning sends chills

through the heartiest of souls. Inside vibrant red
strawberries and exclamations of approval brighten
the otherwise quiet space. Shirley Gower and the

gals have arrived to hang their winter show and
- many are seeing the work of fellow members for the
firsttime.

Presented by the Livonia Arts Commlssmn, the
multi-media exhibit features 40 paintings, primarily
acrylic and watercolor, Still life, abstraction, portrai-

. ture and landscape illustrate the dwersxty of mern-
. bers. Among them are a triptych of poppies by Carole
- Hadley of Oxford and a dynamic black and red
- abstract by Nancy Raitt of Farmington Hills. o
- Unlike the Birmingham Sotiety of Women Painters

Jurxed fall exhibit at the Birminghani Bloomfield Art
‘|- Center, this show was not judged, but one at which-
“Gower still marvels. Gower’s still life, From the Wine'

| tion on Black History Month. Staff. .~ _ ~ Shop, was painted at. t,‘aa BBAC dunng a class with.

Mary Stephenson.- .

“I'm always- proud of work people hrmg out for a
non-juried show,” said Gower, a Rochester Hills resi-
dent who is past president and a member since 1984,

- “They always bring their best.”

Like Gower who teaches watercolor at Paint Creek
Center for the Arts in Bochester, many of the mem-
bers instruct students in a variety of media. Several
hold bachelor’s and master’s of fine arts degrees from
universities. Barbara Keida earned both from Wayne
State University. An admirer of Picasso’s portraits,
Keida painted an acrylic titled Blue Woman during
an open studio at the BBAC on Friday mornings.

~ “I like large, expansive paintings,” said Keida, a
‘Bloomfield Hills artist. “I paint flat colors. I enjoy the

dance of the line.”

Fran Nicolson, on the other hand, enjoys defymg
the odds. Give her a still life with metals that must
reflect the eolorful surroundings and she'’s in her ele-
ment. Nicolsen painted in layers to achieve a vibrant
red in Strawberries Forever. It is one of eight paint-

DiversiEG: A tillife’ by Shirey Gdek
(left) and oil by Troy artist Lillian Moran
are just two of the works in the exhibit.

By LINDA ANN CHOM]I*:
. §TAFF WRITER
}chomln@oe homecomin. net

Cast members cluster around the
stage inside the theater at Barnes &
Noble in West Bloomfield. The Farm-
ington Players production of The’
Rainmaker opens Friday, Feb. 8 and.
director Cynthia Tupper and the
seven actors need to work out final
details of N. Richard Nash’s play
. about life and love in the drought-
| stricken Midwest during the late
- 1930s. '

H.C. Curry and h1s SONs Worry

on display in the Birmingham Society of Women Painters exhzbzt at the Lwoma Civic

Center Library Fine Arts Gallery.

ings she turned into note cards.

“The silver pitcher was a challenge to get Just the
right color,” said Nicolson who’s taken classes at Col-
lege for Creative Studies (formerly Center for Cre-
ative Studies), Cranbrook Art Academy, and the
BBAC. A Birmingham resident, she started painting
at age 30 and has continued for the last 40 years. The
last two decades she’s been a member of the Birming-
ham Society of Women Painters because of exhibiting
opportunities. Nicholson currently is organizing a
show of members’ work for a Chicago gallery.

“It's a wonderful group, talented and active peo-

- ple,” said Nicolson.

Beverly Booth couldn’t agree more. She recently

- took over as president of the group composed of 50

active members. For more than 50 years, the Birm-
ingham Society of Women Painters has maintained
high standards. Each applicant must be sponsored by
two members and their work juried before accep-

~ tance.

“What I like about the group is the camaraderie of
the fellow painters,” said Booth of Birmingham. “We

BIRMINGHAM SOCIETY OF
 WOMEN PAINTERS

What. A multi»medna show by society members
~ When: Through Wednesday, Feb. 27. Hours are 9
a.m. 1o 9 p.m. Monday-Thursday, until 5 p.m. Fnday—
Saturday, and 1-5 p.m. Sunday
Where: Livonia Civic Center Ltbrary, 32777 Five.
" Mile, east of Farmzngton Road. Call {734) 466-2490

aboat the cattle dying in the ﬁelds
-and the fact Lizzie, H.C.’s daughter,
may end up an old maid. Their lives
undergo a metamorphosis when a
rainmaker named Starbuck blows
‘into town, For $100 the con man
promises to eénd the drought. Desper-
ation leads H.C. and Lizzie to take a
chance on the brash stranger.

“In 24-hours Starbuck changes
‘everyone’s life,” said Tupper, a Farm-
ington Hills resident. “It’s uplifting.
There’s humor, drama, romance. Itls
about when life was simpler. At the
end everyone is positively changed.

Actors admire characters living in desperate tlmes

writer envisioned.”

It’s all about believing in yourself,
believing in your dream - that you
can make changes in your life.”

Joe Wachowski admires Nash's
ability to write characters like his
into the play. The Canton resident
plays the younger brother Jim, a
humorous, unpredictable lad. An
aspiring screenplay writer, Wachows-
ki constantly strives to “give the story |
what it deserves, the best perfor-
mance possible, to give Jim what the

Please see THEATER, B8

meet once a month'in members’, homes and have field
trips planned for February to view the Stuart
Frankel collection in Bloomfield Hills. In March we'll

visgit artist Jim Nawara’s studio in Beverly Hills, and
in April the Shuey Collection at the Cranbrook Art

P'iease see PAINTERS, B3

Modern art: Farm'ingi‘on Hills artist Nancy
- Raitt painted this abstract acrylic.

THE RAINMAKER

"N, Richard Nash’s play about life and
“love in the drought-stncken M;dwest
during the fate 1930s-. =
"When: 8 p.m. Fr;day-Saturday, Feb
8.9, 1518, 22-23 and March 1-2, and
2 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 10, 17 and 24 -
. Where' At the theater msncie
’Bames & Noble, 6800 Orchard Lake
“Road, south. of Mapie, West Biaom—
feid A
'{lckets' $13 ca! (248) 219-0800

What' Farmmgton Players presentf o

STAFF PHOTOS BY JIM JAGDFFLD o

Now shaw%ng Barbam Keida {left), Fran Nzcoison and Beverly Boot!z show off work now .
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It’s not easy growing up an
orphan of parents who've died "
from AIDS. That’s why Frank
-Katoola is dedicated to the
~ .Ugandan children who just left
‘his hotel room. in Washlngton,
“D.C. '
- Katoola spends a lot of time on

the road with the 18 orphans
"~ ~who are members of the Chil-
dren of Uganda. He’s directed

-the East African music and

.dance troupe since its founding -
by the Uganda Children’s Chari~

ty Foundation ' in @ 1994,
~QOrphaned by AIDS and war, the

~children, ages 6 to 17, live in the .

Daughters. of Charity Orphan-
age.

New York for a 17- -city tour

On Jan. 18 they arrwed in

ter for the Performmg Arts in

- Ann Arbor Friday-Saturday,

Feb. 8-9 as part of the Universi-
ty Musical Society series. -

“I was a volunteer when I saw

the kids performing in one of the
hotels in Kampala so I volun-
teered to direct them,” said

-Katoola. “I was teaching in one .
of the schools there, I took five -
kids to this school throagh a'

scholarship program.”
Katoola was 10 years old when

he began playmg an instrument
50 he knows it's never too early.

to learn about traditional Ugan-

Katoola was so mspxreci he went
on toearn a dxploma in perform-

.ing arts for music, dance and.
~drama at Makerere Umverszty‘

in Kampala. -

“We're doing a cross. sectmn of
dances from Uganda and songs,
seud Katoola “The epemng pxece

dan music and dance. In fact, .

is a melody thb Swa}uh and_

Uganda songs. I take folk dances -
‘then choreograph thém using

the same traditional rhythms.

“We have a 12-dance repertoire.

This is a 1 1/2-hour program
with six dances linked together

‘with drum rhythms.”
Katoola worked with 40 to 50
c_hﬂdren in Uganda three to four

months during the school
semester before narrowing down
the troupe to 18. He believes
because of the Children of Ugan-

da, they will have a future'in a

country where life expectancy is

44 years.for men, 46 years for.
women, And it's not just AIDS
which has killed the people:
Uganda was notorious for
human rights violations under -
dictator Idi Amin from 1971 to ..

1979 and then Milton Obote who
was ousted by Amin. From the
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peopia were killed in the vio-
lence.
" “My country was coming out of

‘turmeil in 1987 when I was com-
- ing out of college in 1989 with a

sense of duty to my country,”

said Katoola, founder of Tender

Talents Theatre Company which

focuses on issues of child abuse -

and the welfare of Ugandan chil-.

dren. “I believe our culturehas a
lot to offer young peopie and 1t '

has to be kept alive.

- “With the. Chudren of Ugamia L
'they find a way of understandmg
“life and escaplng from:their
ifears, not only caring for them- -
‘;,’sehres but the funds they Taise .
- go to heip chxldren back home. .

There’s a. sense. ‘of purpose and -

duty, a new undarstanémg of

themselves, a sense of respans1~. '
’bﬁity and helping others.”

~There’s no'doubt in Katcolas

*- mind the benefits derived from

Chﬁdren of Uganda. It’s more.

' than just ankle bells and colorful
* costumes filling a stage..

“It’s fulfilling in a way because

1 get to see my work but to see -

someone’s life is turning around,

to see them again as.a woman or .
-man of 20 and you see they're
~ facing life W1thout shame or
’fear '

Ugandan chiliren step toward 1o without shame |

East African proéuction. The Chzldren of Uganda per-
form Friday-Saturday, Feb. 8-9 at the Power Center far
the Performmg Artsin Ann Arbor

. mus;c and dance .

Street Ann Arbor -

Chi!dren of Uganda Do :
What' ’Fhe 18~member troupe perform tradtt«onat liast Afrl

- When: 7 p.m. Fnday, Feb. 8 and S ;) m Saturda: Feb' _'9
- Where: Power Center for the Performmg Arts. 121 Fetcherk

* Tickets: $32 $28, $20 $16 cai! ;734) 7s4~253
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