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T O D f i V S 
T E C H n D L D G V 

Can't go a day without your 
PDA? Does it seem like a 
cell phone is surgically 

attached to your ear? Do you have 
TiVo? The Canton Observer is 
looking for tech-sawy residents to 
document how the microchip 
revoiution has changed their ways. 
We'd like a volunteer to keep a 
week-long diary of high-tech habits 
for a story on the local impact of 
the Internet and other technology 
on daily life. If you're interested in 
participating, e-maii Tedd 
Schneider, Canton Observer 
community editor, at: 

I N T H E P A P E R 

TODAY 
ARTS 

Multi-media exhibit: The 
Birmingham Society of 
Women Painters shows 
still life, abstract paint-
ings, portraits and land-
scapes in the Livonia 
Civic Center Library./BX 

Classic drama: Farming-
ton Players perform The 
Rainmaker, a play about 
life and love in the 
drought-stricken Midwest 
during the 1930s./BX 

AT HOME 
Thinking of spring: It may 
be winter, but it's still fun 
to read about gardens. 
/OX 

HOMETOWN LIFE 
Friday's Child: Erin Wyer 
gets as much as she gives 
during Homeless Week at 
Aldersgate United 
Methodist Church./OB 
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Getting a kick out of the Chiefettes 

• • 

STAFF PHOTO BY BRYAN MITCHELL 

High-steppln': The Canton Chiefettes perform at a recent Chiefs boys basketball game. 
The- chiefs travel to Farmington Harrison Friday to take on the Hawks in a 7p.m. 
game. 

©2002 HomeTown CommunicationSttetwork™ 

Fellows 
Creek 
condos 
get an OK 
• Canton residents will soon be 
able to live alongside the town-
ship-owned Fellows Creek golf 
course. The development will be 
similar to some of the attached ' 
condominiums adjacent to Pheas-
ant Run. 

BY JACH GLADDEN 
STAFF WRITER 
jgladden@oe.homecomm.net 

It was a long time coming, 
but Canton's Planning Com-
mission on Monday recom-
mended approval of site plans 
for a condominium community' 
west of Lotz and south of 

Palmer near Fellows Creek Golf Course. 
The Links of Fellows Creek will be developed 

as a Planned Development District on a 40-acre 
abutting the course. The 264-unit project 

lease see 

Teachers not satisfied with apology 
BY TONY BRUSCATO 
STAFF WRITER 
tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net 

Two Plymouth-Canton Community 
Schools teachers believe a let ter of 
apology sent to them by Superinten-
dent Kathleen Booher was less than 
sincere. 
• Booher sent a letter to West Middle 
School teacher Mike Chiumento and 
Salem High School educator Tom Sai-
benblatt, apologizing because the pair 
was forced to tear down gay history 

SHOWCASE CONTROVERSY 

month displays at their respective 
schools more than two years ago. . 

An A r b i t r a t o r ruled in December 
their First Amendment rights were vio-
lated when former interim superinten-
dent Ken Walcott forced the teachers to 
take down gay displays in October 
1999. Part of the ruling called for the 
district to issue written apologies to 

Chiumento and Salbenblatt, which the 
district believes was accomplished with 
a five-paragraph letter written Jan. 24 
and signed by Booher. 

"I wish to apologize on behalf of the 
district for. its violation of the collective 
bargaining agreement as determined 
by Arbitrator (Paul) Glendon ... As you 
know, the decision to order the bulletin 

boards down was made by a former 
administrator and in a context where 
perhaps not all available information • 
was presented to the principle actors. 
The District values your perspectives; 
on curriculum and welcomes context-
appropr ia te in format ion f rom you' 
which comports with the District's poli-
cies," said Booher's statement, in part. ; 

"To address some of the confusion 
that led to the grievance, the District 

Please see 

Globe trotters 

world in first-ever festival 
BY TEDD SCHNEIDER 
STAFF WRITER 
tschneider@oe.homecomm.net 

A beaming smile lighted up Eliza-
beth Eastman's face Friday evening as 
she took her brightly colored origami to 
the front desk in order to have her 
passport stamped. 

"I love origami. I've tried to do it 
before but this is the first time it really 
came out like I wanted," the proud 
Bentley second-grader told a visitor. 
For that reason alone, Elizabeth proba-
bly considered the first- ever Festival 
of Cultures at Canton's Bentley Ele-
mentary School a success. 

Hundreds of students and their fami-
lies apparently thought likewise. They 

Water rate 
increases 
trickle down 
to Canton 
BY JACK GLADDEN 
STAFF WRITER 
jgladden@oe.homecomm.net 

• Bentley's student popula-
tion is so varied that par-
ents have formed a Blended 
Diversity Committee. 

spent nearly three hours wandering 
Bentley's hallways, classrooms and 
cafeteria, sampling traditions and tast-
ing food from a dozen countries. 

The 600-student school includes 
who count all either as native lands or 
emigration points for close relatives. In 
fact, Bentley's student population is so 
varied tha t parents have formed a 

• 
KIOTO BY LEA FEDOR 

Taking it in: Jasnena Mavi watches the performers on stage in the 
Bentley Elementary School cafeteria during Friday's Festival of 
Culture program. 

Canton residents - like most others 
in the Detroit Metropolitan area - can 
expect to see an increase in their water 
bills in the near future. 

The Detroit Water and Sewerage 
Department is raising the wholesale 
rates it charges suburban communities 

Please see WATER, A5 

Round up those bears for Salvation Army 
BY TONY BRUSCATO 
STAFF WRITER 

thruscato@oe.bomecomm.net 

"When children are involved in a 
crisis, there's nothing better than to 
be able to hug a teddy bear." 

Ross Myers, canteen supervisor for 
the Salvation Army in Plymouth, 
knows what it's like to see a small 
child suffering after a house fire, or 
other tragedy. 

"After a fire, almost everything is 
damaged by either fire, water or 
smoke, and the kids lose all their 
toys," said Myers. "They just want 
something to love." 

Myers and his staff carry a supply 
of teddy bears in the mobile canteens 
to hand out to children at disaster 
scenes. However, the Children's Dis-
aster Relief Services teddy bear sup-

ply is dwindling, and Myers is looking 
for help in replenishing his collection. 

The Salvation Army and the Ply-
mouth Community United Way are 
sponsoring a Teddy Bear Round Up, 
assembling a number of drop-off 
points for donations of 10-12-inch 
teddy bears. Collection boxes are 
located at: 

• Plymouth Community United 
Way, 960 W. Ann Arbor Trail in Ply-
mouth. 

• Community Federal Credit 
Union branches in Plymouth, Canton 
and Northville. 

• Bank One, Sheldon Road in Ply-
mouth. 

• Engraving Connection, 930 W. 
Ann Arbor Trail in Plymouth. 

• AlphaGraphics Print Shop, 43379 
Joy in Canton. 

• The Observer Newspapers, 794 

Bear with us 
• What: Teddy bear drop-off 

location 
• Where: Observer Newspa-

pers, 794 S. Main, Plymouth 
m When: 8 :30 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Monday-Friday during February 
• Details: 10-12-inch bears 

are acceptable 

S. Main in Plymouth. 
The Plymouth Whalers will have 

collection boxes at their Compuware 
Arena home games Friday and Satur-
day, as well as at the Feb. 16th game. 

Other businesses which are partici-
pating by collecting teddy bears from 

employees include Johnson Con-

BEAR3, A5 
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William Knox Smith, 78, a 
resident of Holiday Estates 
Mobile Home Park, died early 
Wednesday of in ju r ies 
received in a traffic accident 
Tuesday morning. 

The accident occurred about 
10:15 a.m. Tuesday on Geddes 
Road west of Canton Center. 
Police said Smith was leaving 
the mobile home park when 
his 1992 Taurus was struck 
broadside by a 1999 Ford 
Explorer. 

He was taken by MedFlight 
to St, Joseph Mercy Hospital 
in Ypsilanti, where he died at 
12:05 a.m. Wednesday, He suf-
fered massive chest injuries, 
according to police reports. 

According to Canton Police 
Sgt. Todd Mutchler, witnesses 
said as Smith was leaving the 
park he was a t t empt ing to 
make a left turn to go east on 
Geddes when he was struck by 
the Explorer, which was going 
west. 

Witnesses said Smith didn't 

even slow down at the stop 
sign before pulling on to Ged-
des, Mutchler said. 

The driver of the Explorer, a 
47-year-old Canton man, 
received minor injuries but 
was not taken to the hospital. 
Mutchler said no charges are 
expected to be filed since the 
Explorer driver did not appear 
to be at fault. 

It was the second t ra f f i c 
fatality of the year in Canton. 

Eric Ernest Dodsworth, 19, 
was killed early New Year's 
Day when the car he was driv-
ing was s t ruck by a pickup 
truck driven by a 24-year-old 
«Westland man. That accident 
occurred about 3:10 a.m. on 
Warren Road between Hagger-
ty and Lilley. 

Police presented that case to 
the Wayne County Prosecu-
tor's Office this week and were 
awai t ing word on possible 
charges on Wednesday. 

- Jack Gladden 

FAU niiSH 

AT SHERWIN-WILLIAMS! 

Saturday, February 9th 
10:00 am ? 
Presented by 

Royal Painting and'Contracting 

CXir experts will demonstrate the newest and 
most popular effects in decorating: 

•Sponging «Rag Rolling ' 
— -

20% OFF! 
Your next purchase at the I 

1 Plymouth Sherwin-Williams store. I 
' All savings are off regular price. Excludes Duration® Exterior Coating, I 
I spray equipment, ladders and special order books. Present this coupon • 

at time of purchase. Coupon has no cash value. 1 

• Coupon Valid 2/9/02 and 2/1CY02 I 

PLYMOUTH ' 
561 Ann Arbor Rd. 

734-453-7870 
Call today to reserve a space 

for you and a friend. 

Ask How. Ask Now. Ask Sherwin-Williams.™ 
Visit us at www.sherwin-wiliiams.com 

Not responsible for typographical or artwork errors. 0 2002 The Sherwin-Williams Company. 
PORsonau | 

Vandals shoot out windows 
at Hulsing in third incident 

The maintenance manager of 
Huls ing Elementary School 
reported to police last week that 
eight windows on the north side 
of the building had been shot by 
what appeared to be BB guns. 

He said the first incident hap-
pened in May 2001, when he 
found a window that had been 
damaged by what appeared to be 
aBB. 

He said more damage was dis-
covered on Monday morning, 
Jan. 28, and again on Thursday, 
Jan. 31. He said seven windows 
had been damaged in that week 
and they were also shot by paint-
balls. 

Neighbors of the school said 
they had seen nothing suspi-

COP CALLS 

Attempted car theft 
An employee of Kohls told 

police that on Friday between 
11:20 a.m. and 3:50 p.m. some-
one entered her car, which was 
parked and locked in the parking 
lot, and damaged the ignition in 
an apparent attempt to steal the 

Damage was estimated at 

$250 and a cordless drill valued 
at $200. 

Bad checks 
A manager at Baker's Square 

Restaurant told police this week 
that between Dec. 13, 2001, and 
Jan. 1, someone wrote four bad 
checks at the restaurant. A 26-
year-old Detroit woman is a sus-

Damage to the windows was 
t $3,500. 

Theft from auto 
A Canton resident said he had 

parked his car on the east side of 
a building in the 42000 block of 
Carriage Cove Friday and left it 
unlocked. 

Someone entered the car and 
a compressor valued at 

manager said t h a t on 
Christmas Eve, the suspect came 
in with a large group of people, 
had dinner and ordered 10 pies, 
all of which were paid for with a 

According to police reports, the 
totaled 

polici 
$344. 40. 

Cocaine bust 
Police were called to a mobile 

park on Michigan Avenue 

Saturday afternoon on a report 
of a man sitting in a 1991 Ponti-
ac Sunbird and blocking the 
roadway to the park. 

A police officer checked to see 
if the man was OK, then, asked 
him several times to step out Of 
the vehicle. When he did the offi-
cer noticed a plastic bag on the 
passenger seat tha t contained 
what appeared to be crack 
cocaine. •* 

The 47-year-old Canton man 
was arrested and taken to the 
Canton Police Depar tment , 
where a field test determined 
that the substance was cocaine.* 

He'll be charged with posses-
sion of cocaine, operat ing a 
motor vehicle under the influ-
ence and driving with a suspend-
ed license. 

- Jack Gladden 

Showcase from page A1 

initiated a review of its poli-
cies especially regarding aca-
demic freedom and the citizen 
complaint procedure. We 
to increase the guidance 
able to persons choosing t 

displays and to administrators 
who review such displays," the 
statement continued. 

Booher noted that throughout 
superintendency, the district 

reached out to diverse 

groups that comprise Plymouth-
Canton schools. 

"We have listened to the needs 
of our employees, staff, and stu-
dents, and we have moved for-
ward to address those needs that 

WE DO THA T 

Brake Service 
Tune-Ups 
Alignments 

I WINTER 
I MAINTENANCE 
I PACKAGE 
8 • u H f l t f e t e . — 1 

iwrta**®? m on*, bm mm-
ftw<iffMta«.Off«gml 

8 
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Beautiful, Long-stemmed 

ROSES for Your VALENTINE! 
White or Pink..M,.,s3.50 
White o: »18 
White or WIIK *32 

Single Rose Red.. 

1/2 Dozen Red -27 
Dozen Red *50 

Order By Sunday, February 10th 
1: (734) 449-5475 or Email: kathyh@drazinpc .com 
Pick Up Thursday, February 14th • 10am-6pm 

at John Thomas Floor Covering 
42177 Ann Arbor Road • Plymouth 

ROTARY CLUB 
of PLYMOUTH A.M. 

SELECTION: 
totalis 

FINE JEWELRY 

QUALITY: 
OF ClRT!REB lG0S£ 

could be addressed given the 
educational goals and resources 
available ... Similarly, our events 
celebrating Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. 's birthday, developed 
with the wisdom of an advisory 
committee of stakeholders, has 
been designed to help us foster 
in our students and in ourselves 
better understanding, tolerance 
and , even more so, acceptance of 
the diversity among us.* 

Salbenblatt said he was {^ap-
pointed in the scope of the letter. 

"The letter didn't deal with the 
wrong? t h a t was done, but 
instead was a justification of 
what was done," he said. "This 
was a good opportunity for Kath-
leen Booher to let us know she 
felt differently than Ken Wal-
cott, and tha t the voice of gay 
and lesbian students and staff is 
welcome, instead of something 
l e s s - than-appropr ia t e for a 
school/setting. She didn't do 
that." i 

Chiumento doesn't feel the let- ' 
ter went far enough. 

"The district complied with the 
direct ion of the arbitrator, 
though the arbitrator can't com-
pel them to be sincere * he said. 
"However, I th ink there ^ 
been some positive changes." 

Good food, recipes: 
Find it 

in Pastimes 
on Sunday 

I ' m Your 

Neighborhood 
State Farm Agent 

Call me for all your insurance needs, NEILANCHILL 
Golden Gate Shopping Center ' __ . . _ _ ^ 
8557 N. lilley Rd. • Canton 734-459-8810 
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there. 
Sta te Farm I n s u r a n c e C o m p a n i e s B H o m e O f f i c e s : B i o o r o i n q t o n , H i ind 

UFEAN$| 

•UgJggnsiiOf 
• 14K-1BK Pumsius Mwmwsi 

• flsfrONWOra ITEMS 

* Ho MALL TRAFFIC 
•FREE GIFT WIWP 
•llPTOlZMMTNi 

(UPON APP80VS3 

EASY IN, EASY OUT 

TO 12 MWTHS SAME AS CASH 
APPflQVEC CRENT) 

6018 Canton Center Road • Canton 
(North of Ford Road) 

734-207-1906 
M , T, W, r, Sat. 10 -6 * Thurs . IO-S 

APPRAISAL 
CLINICS 

Saturday, Feb. 9 * 1 0 am- 6 pm 

Done While You Wait!* 
Great for Insurancel Affordable! 
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SHOWROOM or 
gjUIGANa 
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mm A FREE GEM STONE... 
rn/lfls ssaidi .ararns'iaifi.al . with paid appraisal 

$50 for 1st Piece, s30 Each Additional Piece 
(Actual Appraisal will be mailed) 

PONT PAINT YOUR 
RADIATORS 

Paint drastically reduces the efficiency of steam & hoi 
water radiators and wood enclosures are poor heal 
conductors. 
Affordable Ace Radiator Enclosures... 
• Offer durability of steel with baked enamel finish in 

decorator colors 
• Keep drapes, walls & ceilings clean 

• Project hea! out into the room 

A l X f O «?££ Product Brochure 
FREE On-site Estimates 

Manufacturing Co., Inc. 
3564 Blue Rock Road, Cincinnati, Ohio 45247 

Write or Phone.Toll-free 
1-800-543-7040 

inspired by old bicycle tire tubin 
These rubber ' 

Presented by 

Hands On Center For Physical Therapy 

MEETING RESISTANCE 
Resistance bands (or tubing) the band, the physical therapist can 

used for rehabi l i tat ion, were increase or decr^se the resistance. 
Whi le the methods may seem 

simple, our staff of physical and 
massage therapists utilize the latest 
scientific and medical research to 
ensure proper diagnosis and treat-
ment. if you're tired of coping with 
chronic pain or disability, ask your 
physician for a referral to the 
H A N D S O N CENTER FOR 
PHYSICAL THERAPY. W i t f ind 
our pleasant, well-equipped facili-
ties (treatments are provided in 
closed rooms to ensure comfort 
and privacy), located in Plymouth, 
at 470 Forest Avenue, Suite 20. To 
learn more about our services, 
which include occupational thera-
py, call 455-8370. r 

bands are „ . . r . 
to address a wide range of orthope-
dic problems. Resistance bands 
effectively strengthen any body 
part, from feet to shoulders. They 
are so versatile for strength training 
that they can be used in place of 
dumbbel ls in al l the standard 
weight-training moves (bicep curls, 
squats, shoulder presses, and oth-
ers), wi th similar, i f not better, 
results. Unlike dumbbells, which 
are typically assisted by gravity on 
their downward movement, the 
bands challenge muscles through 
the entire range of the repetition. By • 
varying the length and elasticity of 

PS Because they are lightweight ar 
used at home. 

n 
I portable, resistance bands can be g 

http://www.sherwin-wiliiams.com
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• Fitting finaie: Bentley first-graders Sara Krahel, Daniel Marsden, Tracy Moore and 
Coethy McAdoo perform a "Song for America" as the first part of the Festival of Cul-
tures comes to a close Friday at Bentley Elementary School in Canton. 

Festival from page Al 

Blended Diversity Committee to 
address curriculum and social 
i s s u e s and work wi th school 

The committee was the driving 
force behind Friday's program, 
said Principal Jerry Meier. Com-

; mittee members Mina Jaura and 
Deb Neubecker served as co-
chairs. 

"We did something similar -
on a more minor scale during the 

day - las t year," Meier 
"But we wanted the oppor-

t u n i t y to ge t e n t i r e f a m i l i e s 
• involved, not just the students." 

J a u r i sa id t h e even t was 
1 planned partly as a result of the 
-- changing face of Canton. "Can-

ton has changed a lot. We're very 
, c u l t u r a l l y b l ended and t h a t 

shows up both in the community 
\ and a t school," she said.: 
' • "We incorporate it ( teaching 

about d i f fe ren t cul tures) aca-
• demically in math, social studies 
< and o ther subjects . We t ry to 

focus on a different culture every 
month." -v 

Staging ground 
. . The entire school building on 

Sheldon, south of Cherry Hill, 
,-.served as a staging ground for 
•. the festival, which was split into 

main components. 

Shortly before 7 p.m., students 
and their families gathered in 
the cafe ter ia for an hour-long 
p r e s e n t a t i o n f e a t u r i n g music 
and danc ing f rom a round the 

world. Bentley students - from 
k i n d e r g a r t e n to f i f t h g r a d e , 
dressed in native garb - took the 
s t a g e p e r f o r m i n g t r a d i t i o n a l 
n u m b e r s f rom Ind i a ( seve ra l 
states), Spain, Mexico, Ecuador, 
C a n a d a , Russ i a , G e r m a n y , 
Korea, J a p a n , China, I re land, 
Italy and the United States. 

From there, par t ic ipants fol-
lowed maps to va r ious class-
rooms and the media center for 
activities on a particular subject 
( f lags , cu r rency or toys and 
games from around the world) or 
specific to a part icular country 

Indian dance: Samidha 
Visai takes the stage dur-
ing the opening portion of 
the Festival of Cultures 
Friday at Bentley Elemen-
tary. 

Third-grader Alan Teaugue, in 
the toys and games room, happi-
ly discovered some wooden sumo 
wrestlers from Japan and musi-
cal ins t ruments from Ecuador. 
"This isn't like the stuff I have at 
home ," he sa id . "But i t does 
make noise." 

The last stop of the night was 
a return to the cafeteria, to sam-
ple food from different cultures. 

"We hope t h a t w h a t we do 
here this evening will give you a 
t rue picture of wha t we do a t 
school," Jauri told participants. 

More t h a n two dozen a r e a 
businesses, including a number 
of local ethnic restaurants, were 
sponsors for the festival. 
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Gemini & w e s B y 

You CAN 
AFFORD 
DIGITAL 

HEARING AIDS! 
ACT NOW! 

The price will 
never be this 

low again! 
This is a one-

time only 
offer, in-stock 

aids only. 

Starkey, one of the world's largest hearing aid manufacturers, 
offers the "fop of the line" GEMINI & ARIES digital hearing aids: 

• Amplify sounds more clearly and naturally 
• Reduce the distraction of background noise 

• More closely imitates the function of the inner ear 

F R E E B a t o r i e s - — B u y 1 P A c k ^ G e t 1 P a c k F r e e 

• (limit 3 free packs) 
Expires February 28, 2602, 

I 
i 
i 

i 
S 

HEARUSA 
FORMERLY MAICO OF 

MEDICAL VILLAGE 

(734) 525-3900 
1 4 7 0 0 FARMINGTON ROAD 

SUITE 1 0 2 

L I V O N I A 
PDF1G©2700 

Chinese culture: Bentley student lori Inoye came dressed in native garb. 

Cnnwvssimnhm Ixiw Rireys tfiiHes You h> 
(jijjee Huiir at these Loetitfnffs: 

Saturday, February 2 

ANN ARBOR 
Jeannie's Coffee & 

Chit Chat 
1:00 pm - 2:30 pm 
2575 Jackson Rd. 

Monday, February 4 

SUMPTER/VAN BUREN 
Veteran's Hall 

8:30 am - 10:00 am 
44170 Bemis Rd. 

Saturday, February 9 

PLYMOUTH 
. Plymouth Coffee Bean 

1:00 pm - 2:30 pm 
884 Pennimars 

Monday, February 11 

YPSILANTI 
The Mudd House 

8:30 am - 10:00 am 
317 W. Cross St. 

Saturday, February 16 

ANN ARBOR 
Cafe Felix 

1:00 pm - 2:30 pm 
200 S. Main St, 

Monday, February 18 

INKSTER/GARDEN CITY 
Al Sultan 

10:00 am - 11:30 am 
415 Inkster Rd. 

Saturday, February 23 

WESTLAND 
Beehive Restaurant 
1:00 pm - 2:30 pm 
626 S. Wayne Rd. 

Monday, Fe 

- 10:00 am 
Canton Center Rd 

MICHIGAN'S FINEST 

HANDGUNS • RIFLES • SHOTGUNS • AMMO • MILITARY SURPLUS 
KNIVES « SCOPES • HUNTING & FISHING SUPPLIES AND MORE! 

BUY • TRADE • SELL 
. FIREARM SALES BY, TO OR THRU LICENSED FFL DEALERS ONLY! 
. FBI BACKGROUND CHECK REQUIRED ON ALL FIREARM SALES. 
• NO ONE UNDER 18 ADMITTED WITHOUT PARENT. PICTURE 

IDENTIFICATION REQUIRED 
• PURCHASE PERMIT ISSUED BY LOCAL POLICE DEPT. REQUIRED 

FOR HANDGUN PURCHASES. 

ADMISSION $5 
NOT ALL DEALERS 

PARTICiPATE ON FRIDAY 

ATTENTION CUSTOMERS 

{ U i m U w T A Y L O R . M l 
• n r a i i £ i r 15525 r a c h o RD 

( | 7 5 > E X , T 3 6 j 

TRADE CENTER NORTH. INC. 734-287-2000 FRIDAY ADMISSION 
WITH COUPON • FRI., FEB, 8TH ONLY OE 
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Western 
theme for 

Mardi Gras 
It 's Mardi Gras time at Holy 

Ascension E a s t e r n Catholic. 
Church. 

The Northville-based parish 
will hos t i t s second a n n u a l 
Mardi Gras Country and West-
ern Night Saturday. Activities 
begin following the 5:30 p.m. 
l i turgy a t Our Lady of Provi-
dence Center, 16115 Beck Road, 
between Five and Six Mile, 

The public is welcome to 
attend festivities that include a 
catered dinner, fun and enter-
tainment. Admission is $20 for 
adults, $2 for children. 

For reservations or informa-
tion, call Mary Christie, (734) 
451-4079. 

You'll find Let's 
Go! on Page B4-5 

They're going to the big game 

Super winner: Canton resident Gary Martin (second 
from right) with mock tickets to the 2006 Super 
Bowl at Detroit's Ford Field, presented by Detroit 
Convention and Visitors Bureau President and 
CEO Larry Alexander (second from left). Martin 
won real tickets to Super Bowl XL through a Web 
contest sponsored by the buteau. 'Tm excited to be a 
spectator at such a spectacular event and I especial-
ly look forward to it taking place at Ford Field," 
Martin said. A 29-year employee at the Ford Livo-
nia Transmission plant, Martin said he will take 
his wife to the big game. The couple has two daugh-
ters, Megan and Kimberly, who attend Plymouth 
Salem High School. 
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Feb. 5th-15th 
Prizes will be awarded! 

See Studio for details 

a n d » » * « " t t o e e J l t r t 

t o t * * ' 

E RLE n O R m R IT 
C O S M I T 1 C S T ' U D I O ' S 
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If you have a vehicle financed 
through a dealer or another financial 
institution, refinance it with Telcom 
Credit Union. You may add $500 to 
the loan (optional), and you could 
skip two car payments! 

Hurry, this offer expires February 
28, 2002. Call or visit a Telcom 
financial services representative to 
apply. (Qualified borrowers. Some 
restrictions apply.) 

, Not a Telcom Cmtttt Union member? 
Yttu can be. We area $320 million ftiff 
servies financial institution located ~ 

{. in Canton. We can save yom money 
|;;; through great offers like this. 
S;jAslr abmt mr great UhI ami CD 

ratos, too! 

For more information, 
call or visit our 
Canton Office: 
(734) 453-4212 

44300 Warren Road (at Sheldon) 

CANTON CONNECTION 
Citizen awards 

Nomination forms are available now for Canton 
Hall of Fame and Community Achiever/Support-
er awards at the Canton supervisor's office, Can-
ton Chamber of Commerce or on the township's 
Web site: www.canton-mi.org. 

The awards are given to individuals or groups 
who made an outstanding achievement or contri-
bution to the community last year. 

A reception for those selected will be held from 
3-5 p.m. Sunday, April 14, at Summit on the 
Park. 

Forms must be returned to the supervisor's 
office no later than Friday, March 1. For more 
information, call Debbie Zevalkink at (734) 394-
5185. 

Tonda raffle 
Tonda Elementary School students are buying 

raffle tickets during lunch recess this week as 
part of an effort to assist the widows and children 
of New York firefighters who lost their lives in 
the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks. 

Proceeds from the tickets, at $1 each, will be 
donated to the Uniformed Firefighters Associa-
tion of New York. 

As for the kids, six lucky winners (one from 
each grade) will be accompanied by Canton fire-

fighters for lunch at Rose's Restaurant. They will 
ride to lunch in style in one of Canton's shiny, red 
fire engines. , 
• The prize drawing is Monday. 

Officials to serve 
The Belleville City Council, Van Buren Town-

ship Board, Van Buren Public School Board and 
many of their employees will serve pancakes and 
help conduct a live auction to raise money for an 
"Angel of Hope" monument to be built in 
Belleville's Hillside Cemetery. 

The event will be held at Van Buren Township 
46425 Tyler Road in Belleville, from 8 a.m. 

to noon Saturday, Feb. 2. The auction will start 
at 9 a.m. 

Contributions are also being sought from busi-
nesses and individuals in an effort to raise 
$50,000 for the monument and to provide a per-
petual care fund. 

On stage 
Canton resident Heather Chisolm is a featured 

performer in the children's production, The Lion, 
the Witch, and the Wardrobe Feb. 15-17 at Con-
cordia University in Mequon, 
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Roses, the true language of love. We offer jjj 
the best quality & an assortment of colors. |jj 

Add that special touch with stuffed animals, j j 
balloons or a box of premium chocolates. JJ 

Beautiful arrangements to express your love. 

!" Free 18" Valentine's Day "! 
1 Mylar Balloon 1 

(Valued at S3.99 with any Cash & Carry purchase) 
When you redeem this coupon you are eligible to enter 

drawing for a 4 ft. Love Bear valued at $129.99. 
Drawing to be held Feb. 13, 2002 
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1 //'f ' ^g, new construction selections, 
accessories & accents. 

You're Gonnci Love • • • 

IVhot tie Hove 
Got In Store 

Everything but ordinary, that's what 
you'will find at 

. COLORWORKS UNCOMMON, 
a unique boutique. No matter how : 

many gifts you have to buy, we've got 
just the thing. You can even get a gift 

certificate for that person who's 
impossible to please. 

Colorujorks Studio, Inc. 
Interior Design 

Coioruiorks Uncommon 
A Unique Boutique 

32506 Northwestern Highway 
(Between 14 Mile & Middlebelt) 

Farmington Hills 
2 4 8 - 8 5 1 - 7 5 4 0 V 

www. coloru 'orksstudio, com 
Hours: Mon.- Jrri. 9-5 

•r-

http://www.canton-mi.org
http://www.kellerstein.coipi
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Fellows from page Al Water from page Al 

will include 44 buildings consist-
ing of six units each. 

commission 
approved the PDD las t year, 
Doug Smith of Robertson Broth-
ers Co. said at the time that the 
plan was to develop the Links of 
Fellows Creek in a somewhat 
s imilar fashion to propert ies 
near Pheasant Run Golf Course. 

"The vision we have had for 
this site is to take what we did 
a t the Links and Links West 
and appeal to a buyer t h a t 
might not be able to afford to 

The Lotz/Palmer property 
h a d about a dozen d i f fe ren t 
owners over the years, Smith 
said. It has been eyed by various 
developers, but nothing came to 
fruition until Robertson Broth-
ers came up with their proposal 
for the Links condominiums. 

Because of the proximity of 
the golf course and wetlands on 
the proper ty , it took a lot of 
work by the developer and the 
township planning department 
to come up with an acceptable 
proposal. 

The plan now calls for about 
nine acres of "open space," incor-
porat ing landscaped common 

Bears 
from page Al 

trols, Visteon, and Finlan Insur-
ance 

number of church-
also participating 

in the Teddy Bear Round Up. 
They include Our Lady of Good 
Counsel, St. Kenneth's Catholic 
Church, First Methodist, First 
Presbyterian and St. John's 
Episcopal Church, all in Ply-
mouth. 

Churches in Canton collecting 
teddy bears for the Salvation -
Army include Resurrection 
Catholic Church and Geneva 
Presbyterian Church. 

Clubs 
sponsor 
symphony 
competition 

The Plymouth Rotary Founda-
tion and the Plymouth Optimist 
Club have donated f u n d s to 
sponsor scholarships for the Ply-
mouth Symphony's Alive with 
Musical Color Youth Artist Com-
petition to be held Sunday , 
March 3 at Evola Music, 7170 N. 
Haggerty Road, Canton. 

Through the generos i ty of 
foundations the Michigan Coun-
cil for Arts & Cultural Affairs, 
the Plymouth Symphony recog-
nizes young orchestral ta len t 
from the greater Plymouth-Can-
ton and surrounding communi-
t ies through this competition 
and offered music scholarships 
to area youth since 1978, accord-
ing to Darlene Dreyer, the sym-
phony's executive director. 

The Plymouth Rotary Founda-
tion is sponsoring the Senior 
Division Scholarships and the 
P lymouth Opt imis t Club the 
Junior Division Scholarships, 
she pointed out. 

The competition is comprised 
of three divisions: Senior Instru-
mental (grades 10-12), Senior 
Piano (grades 10-12), and Junior 
Division (combined instrumental 
and piano grades 7-9). Appli-
cants must be piano, band or 
orchestra students in the school 
districts of Livonia, Northville, 
Novi, P lymouth-Canton, Van 
Buren (Belleville) or Wayne-
Wes t l and or be s t u d e n t s a t 
Evola Music. 

F i r s t prize winner in each 
senior division receives $500, 
and the first prize winner in the 
jun io r division gets $250. If 
applicable, honorable mentions 
will also be acknowledged. 

Appl icat ions , avai lable 
through the Plymouth Sympho-
ny, are due February 15. Past 
participants are encouraged to 
reapply; however, musicians are 
eligible to win only one f i r s t 
prize award in each division. 
Winners may have the opportu-
nity to perform with the PSO. 
Applicants must be available to 
perform at the competition. 

For an application and/or fur-
ther information, please contact 
Dreyer at (734) 4oi-2112 or by e-
mail a t p lymouthsymphony 
@aol.com. Applications are also 
available on the Plymouth Sym-
phony Web si te a t www.ply-
mouthsymphony.org. 

major road 
f ron tages , na tura l common 
areas within the interior of the 
condominium community and a 
landscaped entrance at Lotz 

The plan also calls for t h e 
installation of a traffic signal at 
Lotz and Palmer. ' 

The developer will reroute the 
Wiles Drain which runs through 
the property to ensure "the nat-
ural habitat will be preserved 
and enhanced." . 

As part of the plan Robertson 
Bro thers will also m a k e 
improvements to part of the golf 
course, including the building of 

three new holes of a "similar 
character and quality" as the 
existing ones. 

The plan must now go to the 
township Board of Trustees for 
final approval. 

In o ther act ion the board 
approved the rezoning of a 2-
acre parcel of land on the south-
east corner of Michigan Avenue 
and Lilley from General Indus-
trial to Light Industrial. 

The request was made by the 
Dick Scott company, which a 
company represen ta t ive said 
has plans to open a Nissan deal-
ership on tb 

Dr $4.3 billion in 
improvements to the system. 

But because of the way Can-
ton bills its water customers, the 
township won't be passing that 
increase along until next year. 

"We're still working on last 
year ' s increase ," said John 
Spencer, accountant in the town-
ship 's f inance and budget 
department. 

Spencer said Canton h a s 
resisted increasing water rates 
in mid-summer when usage is 
highest and has made increases 
at a slower usage point in the 

year. 
At the moment Canton's resi-

dent ia l wa t e r cus tomers pay 
$1.95 per thousand gallons of 
water and $2.81 for sewer, a 
combined cost of $4.76 per thou-
sand. 

Billing increase 
The water billing department 

is proposing an increase of 5 
cents per thousand gallons for 
water and 25 cents for sewer, 
bringing the new rates to $2 for 
wa te r and $3.06 for sewer . 
That's a 6.3 percent increase. 

A c c o r d i n g tu S p e n c e r , a t y p i c a l 
r e s i d e n t i a l c u s t o m e r u s e s o n 
a v e r a g e about . 3 0 . 0 0 0 g a l l o n s of 
w a t e r d u r i n g a t h r e e - m o n t h 
b i l l i n g p e r i o d . U n d e r t h e p r e s e n t 
r a t e s , t h a t bil l w o u l d be $ 1 4 2 . 8 0 . 
W i t h t h e p r o p o s e d h i g h e r r a t e s , 
t h e bil l w o u l d go to $ 1 5 1 . 8 0 . o r a 

r e u s e . 

S p e n c e r s a i d t h e p r o p o s a l f o r 
h i g h e r r a t e s w o u l d p r o b a b l y go 
t o t h e b o a r d of t r u s t e e s i n M a r c h 
f o r a f i r s t r e a d i n g a n d p u b l i c 

i n g . I f a p p r o v e d b y t h e 
rd . t h e r a t e s w o u l d l i k e l y go 

into effect on Mav 1. 

GOING ON NOW! 

ear 
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"BY STORE, 

ELECTRONIC GIFT CARD t's the easiest way to give the perfect gift! Available at Customer Service f rom 5.00 ana up 

Y O U B O D A L 

CALL. 800-424-8185 TO ORDER ANYTIME. STORE HOURS: Laurel Park Place (953-7500) open Sun.12-6, Mon.-Sat. 10-9. FOR INFORMATION call 9 5 3 - 7 5 C 

CHARGE m Parisian Credit Card, MasterCard, Visa, the American Express® Card or Discover®. 
LOCATED AT LAUREL PARK PUCE IN LIVONIA, CORNER OF NEWBURGH ROAD AND SIX MILE ROAD (TAKE THE SIX MILE ROAD EXIT OFF INTERSTATE 271 
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Humane Society still helping all pets to thrive 
BY JULIE BROWN 
S T A F F W R I T E R 
j b r o w n @ o e . h o m e c o m m . n e t 

Mart a Diffen and her col-
leagues at the Michigan 
Humane Society are proud. Pet 
adoptions are up nearly 10 per-
cent this year. 

"We'all want to increase adop-
tions," said Diffen, the society's 
community relations coordina-
tor. 

Adoptions are down a l i t t le 
since the Sept. 11 t e r ro r i s t 
at tacks. People gave so much 
then, "hometown charities are 
start ing to feel it a little bit," 
said Diffen, a Garden City resi-

The humane society, which 
also has shelters and veterinary 
clinics in Westland on Marquette 
nea r Newburgh, along wi th 
Rochester Hills and Detroit, will 

celebrate its 125th anniversary 
in 2002. One event will be the 
annual telethon, set for noon to 5 
p.m. March 3 on WKBD-TV 
UPN 50. 

The staff and volunteers have 
worked diligently on increasing 
adoptions, Diffen said. A couple 
special events for off-site adop-
tions were held, including one 
this past fall at the Detroit Zoo 
where 729 animals were adopted 

in two days. 
"Our adoption events all this 

year have gone very, very well." 
She a t t r ibu tes much of the 

success to hard-working staff 
and volunteers. Donna Miller of 
Birmingham volunteers two to 
three times a week at the West-
land facility. 

"I just love it," Miller said. "I 
love the animals ." Walking 

strays gives her exercise, too. 
Miller signed up when she 
retired from her travel agency 
job-

"We're happy to have her 
here," Diffen said. 

Some people don't realize how 
much work if is to have a pet, 
Diffen said . "Pets a r e living 
beings. They have needs." 

Pets should be accepted into 

It took a long time to 

FIND HER. 
Propose with the diamond that 

tells her you fully intend to 

KEEP HER. 
V A L E N T I N E ' S D A Y R O C K S 

mouth 620 Starkweather 
Old Village • • P lymouth 

(734) 453-1860 

Tues . -Wed. 10-6; T h . & Fri. 10-8 • Sat. 10-5 • Closed S u n . & Mon. 

Ford Rd 1 Mile W. of 1*275 
84.80 Family TwtUqttf 4-6pm < 

SS.OO Kids 
$8.80 DAILY 

SS.7S Students & Lata Show Fri 
S7.00 -Thurs ALL SCREENS 

— I l l Mil — O'C'TAl STEREO 

CANTON 6 

Unlimited Free Drink & .25* Corn Refills 

Table 

SHQWT1MES 2/03-2/07 
(SUM 11:20) 1:20,3:20,5:20,750,9:20 
O COUW OF MONTE CfliSTO (PG-13) 

{SUN 11:00) 1:40,4:20,7:00,9:35 
O KWtS MW: ESTER THE HST (PG-13) 

(SUN 11:10} 1:10,3:10,5:10,7:30,9:10 
BUCK HAWK DOWN (fl) 
(SUN 10:40) 1:20,4:00,6:50,9:40 
"""IWDOfiSjPG} 
12:10,2:30,4:50.7:10,9:25 
LORD OF THE RUI6S (PG-13) 
1:00,4:30,8:00 

Loving the 
animals: 
Jerry Ferrick 
of Detroit 
comes to the 
Michigan 
Humane 
Society in 
Westland 
three to four 
times a week 
for the past 
10 years, just 
to pay atten-
tion to the 
animals. 

the family; they need love and 
attention, including play time. 

"A lot of people don't realize 
the time commitment," Diffen-
said, noting a rabbit bought for a' 
5-year-old child could easily live 
12 years. .* 

She and others don't discour-"* 
age yule pet-giving, but recom-; 
mend involving the recipient int 
the process. "Trying to pick a pet"r 
for someone else is very diffi-' 
cult." 

It's good to buy all pet-related' 
items, such as a collar and toys,' 
and then have the recipient piclc'. 
the pet, Diffen said. The recipi-^ 
ent needs a pet to fit his or her,*, 
lifestyle. • 

The humane society adopts', 
mostly cats and dogs, along with 
some rabbits , fer re ts , guinea5 

pigs and others. The humane 
educator , Ron Blauet , visits 
some 400 schools a year with his 
message of loving animals . 
Blauet also does shelter/clinic' 
presentations and tours. 

Anyone wishing to adopt an' 
animal or learn more about pets] 
can call the Westland shelter at" 
(734) 721-7300. 

STAFF PHOTO BY TOM HAWLEY 

1 2 0 o z . D R I N K 
I with S1.50 (1/2 pries) purchase 
I of 46oz, bag of buttery popcorn 
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New 

• For' Great Value and 
Quality Workmanship 

LET US DO IT ' 
FOR YOU! 

SfiiON AND DRV SPR 

• Pamper yourself or someone you love with our special 

Valentine's package 

Manicure, hair style, makeup and lunch a 
with cocktail......... 4 * ^ " 1 1 
or choose from any other services 
or packages that we offer 

Specializing in Spa Packages for hair, skin, body & nails 
Also Now We Offer Laser Hair Removal 

Gift Certificates,Available 

AL 

For Appointment Call... 734.981.8223 
1687 Canton Center North (In the Center Village Plaza) • Canton 

- Open: Mon. 10-6; Tues. & Fri. 10-7; Wed. & Thurs. 10-9; Sat. 9-5 

"THE Ammmm wamow Bxprnrs* 

1(800)328-7250 

Diamond Boutique's 
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OVER 24 MILLION AMERICANS HAVE THEM, 
SC YOc? 

Varicose veins are not just a cosmetic probiem. In addition to pain and swelling, severe varicose 

veins can lead to inflammation and ulceration of the lower leg. T h e University of Michigan Health 

System's Division of Venous Disease is a full-service, state-of-the-art ambulatory medical facility 

specializing in the evaluation and treatment of large and small vein problems. Our highly trained 

board-certified surgeons can evaluate and treat your condition both surgically and non-surgically. 

Contac t us at (734) 432-7662 to receive your personal consultation or if you need more information. 

Division of Venous Disease 
University of Michigan 
Health Sykem® 

For that Special Someone 
on Valentine's Day... 

4$%> off 
All In-stock Earrings 

, - « v t h r u 2 / 1 4 / 0 2 

www.med.umich.edu/learnmore 

19900 Haggerty Road, Suite 105 • Livonia, Mi 48152-1053 
POFL1089781 

diamond boutique 
foHtUxf, earned (en, 30 

Located in the Grand River-Halsted Plaza 
37105 Grand River Avenue • Farniingtoii 

248-478-3131 

\ 
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http://www.med.umich.edu/learnmore
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OBITUARIES 
P E T E R G L O V E R 

Services for Peter Glover, 85, 
of Canton Township were held 
Jan. 27 at Harry J. Will Funeral 
Home in Livonia. Burial was at 
Cadillac Memorial Gardens West 
in Westland. 

Mr. Glover was born July 3, 
1916 in Glenella, Manitoba and 
died Jan. 24 in Detroit. 

He was a heating and cooling 
technician/engineer who retired 
in 1975. His family was not sur-
prised to recently find a hidden 
stack of diagrams of inventions 
and innovations he had quietly 
worked on without acknowledge-
ment through the years - the 
most significant of which was a 
brake light for car windows that 
when lighted would reveal the 
words "thank you," his daughter, 
Grace said. He also designed and 
built his own home. 

He was a musician throughout 
Canada and Michigan for 55 

He was a member of St. Inno-
cent Church in Redford. 

A missionary and a seeker, his 
mission was to spread love, 
peace and harmony by example. 

Survivors include his wife of 
53 years, Mary; son, Jacob; 
daughters, Grace, Donna, and 
Mary Elizabeth; seven grand-
children; and five great-grand-
children. 
^Arrangements made by Harry 

Will Funeral Home. 
f! 

Q O R I S M . H A R D I M O N 

Services for Doris Hardimon, 
$9, of Plymouth will be held Feb. 
24 at St. John's Episcopal 
<3hurch. 

Mrs, Hardimon was born Aug. 
fo, 1912 in Antigo, Wis. and died 
dfan. 27 in Plymouth. She was a 
retired home-bound teacher for 

J- E-mail story ideas 
and letters to 

i Canton Observer: 
I' tschnelder@ 

oe.homecomm.net 

ABOUT 

LENNOX-
FREE ESTIMATES 

525-1930 
UNITED 
>8919 Ml LT • LIVONIA j 

mmi 
NttiUian'i final 

D o l l s & B e a r s 
10-50% ill 

PRETTY TILE 
UGLY GROUT? 

( T h e s t u f f b e t w e e n t h e t i l e s ) 

Tired of moldy, missing, 
dirty, cracked grout? 

TILE REGROUTING 
C l e a n & S e a ! 

T i l e & G r o u t R e p a i d 

S t a i n & C h a n g e G r o u t C o l o r 

T h e G r o u t D o c t o r 
(248) 358-7383 
FREE ESTIMATES 

COMPUTERIZE. INC. COMPUTERIZE. INC. 

S Y S T E M INCLUDES: 

m 

1 7 " KOS M O N I T O R 

3 2 M B A G P V I D E O 

5 2 X C O R O M D R I V E 

4 0 GIG H A R D DRIVE 

1 2 8 M E G R A M M E M O R Y 

F l o p p y / K e y b o a r d / M o u s e 

S o u n d C a r d & S p e a k e r s 

W i n d o w s 9 8 or M E o r X P 

3 YEAR W A R R A N T Y 

PENT1UM4 -1.6ghz $1125 

PENTIUM4-1Jghz. $1160 

PENTIUM4 • 1,8ghz $1190 

PENT1UH4 • 1.9ghz $1255 

PENT1UM4 • 2-Oghz. .$1400 

PENTJUM4 - 2.2ghz $1630 
f l i A - r ^ ' f l c r n s j o r i C i ' S e ' i ' 0 ' Q c ! very• e r 

13973 MIDDLEBELT, UVONIA 

(734)427-0102 
FAX: (734) 4 2 7 - 7 7 6 6 

www.computerize.com 
"MI'UTLRIZE, INC. COMPUTEHIZF. INC. 

the Livonia Public Schools. She 
came to the Plymouth communi-
ty in 1951 from Sparta, Mich. 
She was a member of St, John's 
Episcopal Church in Plymouth 
and of the Alpha Delta Kappa in 
Livonia (teacher's sorority). She 
sang in the choir at church for 40 
years, and was very active in the 
church. She was a loving moth-
er, grandmother and great-
grandmother. She loved her 
grandchildren and their friends. 

Mrs. Hardimon was preceded 
in death by her husband, James 
E. Hardimon. 

Survivors include son, Jim 
(Marlene) Hardimon of Rich-
mond, Va.; daughter, Jane 
(Fred) Libbing of Plymouth; and 
daughter, Judith (John) Wesser-
ling of Morganton, Ga.; grand-
children, James (Lisa) Hardimon 
of California, Kenneth (Mary) 
Libbing of Plymouth, Michael 
(Michele) Libbing of Marshall, 
Marshall (Melissa) Matson of 
North Carolina, Amy Brackett, 
John T. Wesserling and Anne 
Marie Wesserling of Georgia; 
and great-grandchildren, Ivey, 
Silas, Spencer and Sydney. 

Memorial contributions may 
be given to the Plymouth Histor-
ical Museum in memory of Doris 
Hardimon Education Association 
or St. John's Episcopal Church. 

Arrangements made by 
Schrader-Howell Funeral Home. 

A. KAUFMAN 
Services for Robert Kaufman, 

77, of Canton were held Feb. 4 at 

the Heeney-Sundquist Funeral 
Home in Farmington with burial 
at Glen Eden Memorial Park in 
Livonia. 

Mr. Kaufman was born July 
16,1924 and died Jan. 31. 

He began his career at Wayne 
School in Detroit, teaching 
Industrial Arts until 1969. From 
1969-70 he was a counselor at 
Hutchins Junior High, also in 
Detroit, and finally was 
employed, again as a counselor, 
at Finney High School in Detroit 
from 1970-80, He enjoyed wood-
working and photography. 

Mr. Kaufman was preceded in 
death by his wife, Nancy in 
1993. 

Survivors include wife, Lois 
Jensen; son, William (Renee) 
Kaufman; and daughter, Mary 
Sue (Mark) Schade; grandchil-
dren, Bryan, Bradley, Stephanie 
and Shannon. 

Memorial contributions may 
be made to the National Multi-
ple Sclerosis Society, 21311 Civic 
Center Dr., Southfield, MI. 
48076-3911. 

Arrangements made by 
Heeney-Sundquist Funeral 

B E R N i C E M . K E L L E R 

Services for Bernice Keller, 80, 
of Westland, were held Feb. 4 at 
the Schrader-Howell Funeral 
Home with the Rev. Roy G. 
Forsyth officiating. Burial was 
at Parkview Memorial Cemetery 
in Livonia. 

Mrs. Keller was born Dec. 22, 

1921 in Marvindale, Pa. and 
died Jan. 31 in Westland. She 
worked at the Gerber Childtime 
Care Center for 15 years. She 
came to the Westland communi-
ty in 1946 from Garden City. 
She attended the Methodist 
church. She was a member of 
the Order of Eastern Star No. 
587 in Garden City. She was a 
dedicated homemaker. 

Survivors include husband, 
Harry J. Keller of Westland; 
daughter, Susan (Ken) Wallace 
of Livonia; sons, Nelson (Judith) 
Keller of Westland, Dale Keller 
of Detroit, Chris (Roxanne) 
Keller of South Lyon, Jay Keller 
of Westland; nine grandchildren; 
one great-grandchild; and broth-
er, Melvin (June) Johnson of 
Livonia. 

Memorial contributions may 
be made to the Make A Wish 
Foundation. 

Arrangements made by 
Schrader-Howell Funeral Home. 

M I C H A E L i . K U C Z E K 

Services for Michael Kuczek, 
21, of Redford Township were 
held Feb. 3 at the L.J. Griffin 
Funeral Home Canton Chapel. 

Mr. Kuczek was born July 25, 
1980 in Southfield and died Jan. 
31 in Redford Township. He 
worked as a carpenter in the 
construction field. 

Survivors include father, 
William J. (Mary VanGordon) 
Kuczek; mother, Barbara J. 
(Frank) Cortez; brother, Kevin, 
W.; and grandmothers, Joyce 
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DeRouise and Jean Crowther. 
Arrangements made by L.J. 

Griffin Funeral Home. 
CLYDE L SPITLER 

Clyde Spitler, 80, of Canton, 
died Feb. 3 in Westland. 

Mr. Spitler was born Jan. 26, 
1922 in Toledo, Ohio and was a 
senior purchasing agent for 
Kelsey Hayes. He served in the 
U.S. Army during World War II. 

Survivors include wife, Martha 
J. Spitler of Canton; sons, 
Bradley Spitler of Canton and 
Timothy (Virginia) Spitler of 
Fernley, Nev.; sister, Virginia 
Burke of Toledo; and three 
grandchildren. 

Arrangements made by Ver-
meulen Funeral Home in West-

HENRY STANLEY PRY 
A memorial service for Henry 

Pry, 87, of Plymouth was held 
Feb. 9 at the Newburgh United 
Methodist Church with the Rev. 
Thomas G. Badley officiating. 

Mr. Pry was born Oct. 5,1914 
in Milwaukee, Wis. and died 
Feb. 3 at Angela Hospice. He 
had lived in the Plymouth area 
for 43 years. He was a retired 
sales representative. 

Survivors include wife, Alberta 
of 59 years; daughter, Dianna 
Ross of Jackson; son, Thomas 
Pry of New Mexico; grandchil-
dren, Adam, Benjamin, and Eliz-
abeth Ross; and two great-
grandchildren, Macy Ross and 
Nathan Ross. 

Youth 
series 
tickets 
on sale 

Tickets are now on sale for 
the 2002 Youth Varie ty 
Series co-sponsored by Can-
ton Project Arts and Canton 
Leisure Services. 

This year's series, which is 
geared for ages 12 and under, 
includes The Chris Clark 
Magic Show, Odd Bodkins 
Variety Show featuring life-
size puppets and Chautauqua 
Express. 

Tickets for each show are 
available for $3 per person at 
Summit on the Park. Seating 
is limited, so advance ticket 
purchases are recommended. 
All shows will be held at the 
Summit Banquet and Confer-
ence Center. 

The Chris Clark Magic 
Show opens this year's series 
from 10-11:30 a.m. Saturday, 
Feb. 23. Clark has been per-
forming magic for adults and 
children for 20 years. 

For more information on 
the series, contact Canton 
Leisure Services at (734) 394-

1 
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Seeking high commercial 
standard benefits Canton 

Developers hear the line again and 
again from the Canton Planning Com-
mission and the Canton Township Board 

. of Trustees: Give us the same building 
you'd put up in Bloomfield Hills. In fact, 
some petitioners probably leave Canton's 

. municipal complex shaking their heads, 

. thinking local leaders are awfully full of 
themselves to compare the former "sweet 
corn capital" of Michigan to one of the 
wealthiest communities in America. 

1 But tha t policy - which has been in 
place for at least the last decade - has 

The truth Is neither the planning 
commission nor the township 

trustees have much legal clout 
when It comes to enforcing a 
higher standard on such pro-

jects. 

served the township well. Residents have 
benefitted both from increased tax dol-
lars and services brought in by commer-
cial/industrial development; and from 
aesthetic improvements along Canton's 
main business thoroughfares - particu-
larly Ford Road and Michigan Avenue. 

Considering their proximity to major 
freeway exits, some of the alternatives 

, along Ford and Michigan are a scary 
thought. 

Las t week 's p l a n n i n g commission 
' meeting provided a working example of 

the current philosophy. Commissioners 
recommended site plan approval for con-

; struction of a Bob Evans restaurant on 
*, Michigan Avenue, but tabled requests 

involving a proposed TGI Fridays at the 
Harvard Plaza (Ford and Sheldon) and a 
First Federal of Michigan Bank on Can-
ton Center Road. Neither project went 
above the "minimum requirements" of 
the township zoning ordinance, board 
members said. 

"We take a more conservative approach 
to development than some other commu-
nities," Vic Gustafson, commission chair-
man, said in an article on commercial 
development in Sunday's Observer. "We 
continually raise the bar of excellence 
based on new ideas and input, but the 
key thing is asking developers, whether 
commercial or residential, to work with 
us." 

The truth is neither the planning com-
mission nor township trustees have much 
legal clout when it comes to enforcing a 
higher standard on such projects. Michi-
gan courts have ruled emphatically over 
the years on the rights of property own-
ers to use their land as they see fit. But 
local officials know that developers eager 
to gain access to a desirable community 
will in most cases "go along to get along." 
The time and money of a protracted court 
fight is an incentive to win local approval 
as well. 

The Observer believes township offi-
cials should continue to press for higher 
standards from developers, even in the 
face of tougher economic t imes . We 
understand that could contribute to slow-
er progress in filling available properties 
in the Michigan Avenue corridor. 

We feel the trade-off - a better busi-
ness district in the long-run - is worth it. 

Internet growth spawns 
oversight role for state 

Picture this: It's a frigid January night 
(OK, not this January) and the ftirnac'e 
goes out. You call in a repair service. 
They tell you there's a problem with the 
supply lines in the neighborhood. The gas. 
company's emergency phone line remains 
busy for days and when you finally do 
reach someone, they can't do a thing. The 
person on the other end of the phone line 
is rude to boot. Worse yet, you'll have to 
pay your monthly service charge in full, 
even though you had no service. 

You'd file a complaint - if there were 
an impartial, third party that would take 
it. But that's not an option. 

We admit it's an unlikely scenario, at 
least in part because utilities t ha t ,do 
business in Michigan are regulated by 
the state, through the Michigan Public 
Service Commission. 

But thousands of southeastern Michi-
gan residents who have experienced simi-
lar problems with home Internet service 
during the last few months have encoun-
tered that situation. They were left with 
no viable options when their In ternet 
access was cut off, or when they received 
an outrageous telephone bill for Internet 
connections to a supposedly "local" phone 
number. 

While the Observer doesn ' t see 
increased government regulation on busi-
ness as a panacea, the time is right for 
the Michigan Legislature to step in and 
establish an oversight role for Internet 
Service Providers. That includes, but 
shouldn't be limited to, approval of Gov. 
John Engler's so-called Broadband Initia-
tive. 

We can't make the argument that high-
speed In ternet access is as crucial as 
heat for your home. But remember, the 
Internet is still in it's infancy. Nobody 
envisioned today's booming telecommuni-
cations industry more than a century 
ago, when Alexander Graham Bell said: 
"Watson, come here. I want you." 

We can see the day (and maybe it's still 
years or even decades off) when a com-
puter is your only option for banking, or 
some educational opportunities, or even 
reading your newspaper. If you doubt it, 
just ask yourself which delivery system 
for those services is cheaper - and there-
fore provides the most potential for prof-
it. Then ask yourself when was the last 
time you talked to a real, live bank teller. 

I t ' s t r ue t h a t I n t e r n e t Service 
Providers aren't public utilities. While 
some are giant, publicly-owned conglom-
erates like AOL-Time Warner, others -
particularly those offering dial-up service 
- are small- or medium-sized, private 
companies (including the company that 

owns this newspaper). But when it comes 
to increasingly desi rable high-speed 
Internet connections, local residents are 
limited to their telephone and cable com-
panies, which for the most part still func-
tion as municipal monopolies. Mergers 
among those providers eliminates any 
semblance of choice and further compli-
cates things, as any Comcast customer in 
Westland, Plymouth or Canton can tell 
you. 

While the Observer doesn't see 
increased government regula-

tion on business as a panacea, 
the time Is right for the Michi-
gan Legislature to step In and 
establish an oversight role for 

Internet Service Providers. 

The providers themselves have some 
legitimate gripes about doing business in 
Michigan. Under the current setup, lay-
ing fiber optic cable is both costly and 
t ime-consuming since ind iv idua l 
approval is needed from each municipali-
ty. Application fees charged by munici-
palities are all over the map, from $500 
in Dearborn Heights to $10,000 in Livo-
nia. Tacked on to those charges are com-
plicated annual fees tha t can differ if 
cable is laid above ground, or under; on 
major roads, or local streets. 

The Engler proposal, called the MI 
HiSpeed Internet Plan, would create a 
statewide right-of-way authority to issue 
permit's and charge providers 5 cents per 
foot of broadband cable installed in a 
given community. Of that, 4 cents would 
be returned to the municipality and 1 
cent would go to the authority, which 
would enable it to grant low-interest 
loans to rural and under-served areas 
that are now unlikely recipients of high-
speed Internet service. 

The governor's office estimates the uni-
form fee would generate about $50 mil-
lion a year in revenue as broadband net-
works crisscross the state. 

The Observer urges the legislature to 
approve the Engler initiative in short 
order, before attention spans wane and 
election season hits high gear. 

We also encourage legislators from 
both sides of the aisle to give serious con-
sideration to a bill placing larger ISPs 
under the auspices of the PSC, giving 
consumers somewhere to turn when their 
computer screens go blank. 
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Ruling will hurt 
I'm a male, high school sophomore, 

who plays football at the Plymouth-
Canton Educational Park. I'm con-
cerned about the U.S. District Court 
ruling on Dec. 17, 2001 requiring the 
Michigan High School Athletic Associ-
ation to change its girls sports sched-
ule. Starting in the 2003-04 season, 
girls high school sports will be played 
in the same season that other U.S. 
high school girls and women's college 
sports are played in, and that boys 
sports are played in. This ruling is to 
allow girls more scholarship and tour-
nament opportunities. I believe that 
girls should be offered the same oppor-
tunities as boys. But there are many 
reasons why this change may hurt 
more than it will help. 

• We will lose coaches who coach 
both boys and girls teams in the same 
sport. 

• Schools don't have enough swim-
ming, basketball, soccer, golf, and ten-
nis facilities available for both teams 
to use during the same season, thus 
some athletes will have to be cut. 

• Scheduling practice and game 
times will become more difficult. 

• Overused fields shared for soccer 
and football will be unsafe if they 
become muddy and full of holes. 

• College scouts won't be able to 
look at potential scholarship winners 
in their less busy off-season, hurting 
scholarship opportunities. 

• Girl basketball players in particu-
lar, will actually have reduced scholar-
ship chances because their schedule 
will be switched from the fall to the 
winter. 

• Girls who play volleyball and soc-
cer will have to choose between those 
two sports (or be superhuman) because 
both will be played in the fall. Girls 
who play basketball won't be able to be 
on the swim team. 

My aunt, Renee Enright, earned 
nine letters in four sports at Thurston 
High School in Redford in the '70s, at a 
time when girls were just beginning to 
get recognition in sports. She earned a 
volleyball scholarship even though she 
played it in the winter. She also 
earned the Most Athletic Girl award 
her senior year and was All State in 
softball and volleyball. I'm very proud 
of my Aunt Renee, she is a gifted ath-
lete, but I really don't think she cared 
what season she played volleyball in. 
She loved to play sports and she was 
good, and that was all that mattered. 

Alex Enright 
Canton 

• Praise for volunteers 
On behalf of Arbor Hospice and 

Home Care, I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank the National 
Honor Society students from Ply-
mouth-Canton and Plymouth-Salem 
High School that helped us on Jan. 20 
at the non-profit warming station dur-
ing the Plymouth Ice Spectacular 

These students exhibited a will to 
work and maturity beyond their years. 
They were at pleasure to be with and 
were great ambassadors for the Ply-
mouth and Canton communities. 

The students who volunteered for 
community service for the Arbor Hos-
pice and Home Care warming station 
were: Omar Khan, Alan Mlynek, 
Michelle Roelots, Kim Siedlaczek, Kyle 
Martz, Erin Jensen, Susan Merenda, 
Chris Gregg, Chloe, Kind, Natalie 
McBain, Melissa Hurst, Andrea Dery, 
Ryan McKendry, Claire Dooley, Erica 
Stoney and Jessica Levely. 

Thank you also, to Denise Gimple, 
National Honor Society Faculty Advi-
sor. 

Eileen Faas 
Special Events Coordinator 

Arbor Hospice and Home Care, 
Northville 

• Agents are heroes too 
We certainly have all been touched 

by recent events in the world and espe-
cially right here in our country when it 
comes to tragedy. And from the terri-
ble things that have happened, we 
have had time to reflect and recognize 
the good in our society. 

We have recognized and fallen back 
into a sense of well deserved admira-
tion for the men and women in uni-
form. Be they firefighters, police offi-
cers or members of the armed forces. 

However, I would like to recognize 
some of those who, due to the nature of 
their professions, cannot always 
receive the recognition that they 
deserve. I'm speaking about those men 
and women who serve us everyday as 
agents in the FBI. 

I'm privileged to have known sever-
al such people while employed for our 
government. Much of their work 
requires long hours away from families 
and friends in efforts to follow leads, 
interview citizens or gather and pro-
cess evidence. These agents also must 
view behaviors and crimes that we 
cannot fathom or stomach ourselves. 

Much if not all of the efforts of these 
highly trained men and women will 
continue to go unnoticed so that the 
rights of others are protected. But, 
that should not in any way diminish 
our gratitude and respect for their 
work and dedication to their 
our Country. 

Our society is made safer by 
professionals. And to those men and 
women, you know who you are, even 
though you can't always shai 
thing involved in your work: 
you anyway. 

Frank Finch 
Canton 

• Question unanswered 
Ms. Tassanyi's original Letter to the 

Editor (Observer, Jan. 3) asked a very 
specific question that is yet unan-
swered: "What were these two teach-
er's thinking?" 

Mr. Chiumento (one of the two 
teachers) responds with what it 
sounds like he was "feeling." I believe 
Ms. Tassanyi's question was a little 
more rhetorical than literal. Keeping 
in mind the ages of these children 
(sixth and seventh graders and up), 
the question begs to be answered — 
what in the world were they thinking? 

I would hope that teachers would 
have enough sense to eliminate any 
displays commemorating any type of 
sexuality (especially to sixth- and sev-
enth-graders). I believe this is more 
the issue. I would hope that Mr. Chiu-
mento could see the absurdity in this. 
He seems to rally around the whole 
freedom of speech thing but only when 
it's his freedom. That same freedom 
has been given to us all — not just 
"special interest" groups. 

Equal rights does not equate to "spe-
cial rights." He is the same teacher 
that led the attack on banning Boy 
Scouts from our schools, which (and 
many are thankful) didn't happen. 
Why is his freedom to make displays 
or speak out any different, or more 
special, than theirs? Seems to me Mr. 

Chiumento likes to practice "viewpoint 
discrimination." He'll honor anyone's'' 
freedom of speech, as long as he agrees 
with it. -

Mr. Chiumento states, "I was think-
ing about those students who must : 

periodically endure ridicule or listen to 
disparaging comments about gays." • 
Has he ever heard a child called a i 
Jesus freak? What is he doing for 
those Christian students? How about 
fat, ugly, trailer-trash, four-eyes, : 

metal mouth, the list goes on and on. 
What is he doing for those students? 

We all "periodically" endured some 
sort of ridicule by which we had no ! 

control — but that's not the issue here. 
The real issue here is personal agen-' 
das! -

Our schools are not here for Mr. •• 
Chiumento and Mr. Salbenblatt to 
have a forum for their personal agen-
das, nor for the agendas of the NEA; 
One doesn't have to look too far at Mr. 
Chiumento's involvement with the 
NEA to see where this all stems from. 
Keep the politics out of my child's 
classroom. • 

Mr. Chiumento. and all other teach-
ers pushing any personal agendas 
through our schools, need to stop. Pick 
your fights with people your own size 
but leave the children out of it. 
Remember the capacity in which you 
were hired, not as a counselor, not as a 

advocate for gay students. You 
hired as a teacher. 

only "education that needs to 
take place in our community," sir, is 
the education you were hired to give. 
If I desire education for any other sub-
jects not offered in our schools, I'll seek 
it out for my child. 

Robin Wilson 
Plymouth 

• Stop vendetta 
Our country was founded on the 

principle of a right to life, liberty and 
property (Phil Power's column, "Right 
to Life's bill aims to pressure politi-
cians, Jan. 17). Without life you cannot 
have anything else so we need to pro-
tect life first and hold life as precious. 

When will Planned Parenthood stop 
its vendetta of killing innocent babies? 
Also, since when has murder been a 
respected way to earn a living? Murder 
should never ever be allowed for any 
reason. It never has been a respectable 
way to earn a living. It stops a beating 
heart. 

Sorry, I know nobody likes to be cri-
tiqued. I really like your opinion page 
recently. Good opinions. 

Walter Kwiatkowski 
Plymouth 

Share your opinions 
We welcome your letters to the 
editor. Please include your name, 
address and phone number for 
verification. We ask that your letters 
be 400 words or less. We may edit 
for clarity, space and content. 

Mall: 
Letters to the Editor 
Tedd Schneider 
Canton Observer 
794-South Main 
Plymouth, Ml 48170 

E-Mail: 

tschnelder@oe.homecomm.net 

Fax: 
734-459-4224 
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Engler, McNamara should 
work together on airports 

mm 11 
Phil Power 

Memo To: Governor John Engler 
Wayne County Executive Ed McNamara 
Re: Monument To Your Careers 
You two are among Michigan's most effective 

politicians ever. By remarkable coincidence, both of 
you will be retiring from public office at the end of 
this year. But there's still time for you to work 
together to bequeath an enormous legacy to the citi-

zens of our s ta te : What 
could become the single 
largest economic develop-
ment project in Michigan 
history. 

Later this month, the 
new midfield terminal and 
runway at Wayne County 
Detroit Metropolitan Air-
port will go into service, 
making it one of the pre-
miere passenger hubs in the 
world. Just 12 miles to the 
west, renovated Willow Run 
Airport already ranks third 
in the nation in freight traf-
fic. Linked together, compe-

tently managed, effectively marketed and promoted, 
the two airports could create an "aerotropolis," a 
powerful economic development district arising from 
the competitive advantage that comes from air-
based passenger and freight transportation. 

For years, scholars have pointed to transportation 
hubs as the main drivers of economic growth: sea-
ports in the 18th century, railroads in the 19th cen-
tury, highways in the 20th century. Powerful evi-
dence is emerging that giant airports will be the 
engines of economic growth in the 21st century. Los 
Angeles International Airport, for example, has 
already led to 400,000 new jobs and generates $60 
billion in annual business. 

There's no reason this couldn't happen right here 
in Michigan. Professor John Kasarda, director of the 
Kenan Institute of Private Enterprise at the Univer-
sity of North Carolina and a world authority an air-
port-driven economic development, is enthused 
about the prospects of linking air passenger and 
freight hubs in Michigan: "Nowhere in the world 
have I seen anything like the potential Wayne 
County Metro and Willow Run have if they're put 
together right." 

The big stumbling block, of course, is "put togeth-
er right" 

As you both realize, the key is to figure out a gov-
ernance structure that works. Right now, both Wil-
low Run and Wayne County Metropolitan airports 
| re owned by Wayne County and managed through 
an impenetrable thicket of inscrutable politics 
between the Wayne County Board of Commissioners 
and Ed McNamara. But just wait. If things at the 
airport are bad now, just think of what they'll be 
like next year with a new Wayne County Chief 

Executive and Board of Commissioners. 
So now is the time to sit down and put together a 

governance structure for both airports that is not 
infested with the cronyism of local politics, that is 
transparent to public scrutiny and that supports an 
effective professional management tha t could 
exploit the terrific economic development potential 
of an aerotropolis right here in Michigan. 

I'd hesitate suggesting how to do this to you guys, 
both savvy and experienced dealmakers. But cer-
tainly an airport board with governance authority 
over both Detroit Metropolitan and Willow Run 
could be created by an act of the legislature. The 
Wayne County Executive could appoint some mem-
bers outright and pick some from a list of names 
submitted by the Wayne County Commission, while 
the Governor could appoint some others. Members 
shouldn't be solely from Wayne County; maybe 
there should be some representation from metro 
area counties like Oakland and Washtenaw. 

Regardless of how the details work out, cutting 
this deal is in both your best interests. 

Ed, as you come to your final months in office, 
your distinguished career is at risk of being soiled 
by continuing management and contracting prob-
lems at Detroit Metro. The Republicans are already 
pounding your protegl and Democratic gubernatori-
al candidate, Attorney General Jennifer Granholm, 
trying to tie her to "scandals" at the airport. Plainly, 
it's in your interest to make a fresh start with the 
way the airport is governed and managed. 

And, Governor, you've got a bunch of state legisla-
tors who are just dying to snatch Metropolitan Air-
port away from southeastern Michigan. Can you 
imagine the fuss that would erupt when politicians 
from Detroit and Wayne County start screaming 
about outstate Republicans stealing first their 
courts, next their schools and finally their airport? 
Collaborating on a fix for the airport solves a big 
political problem for your party and helps burnish 
your legacy. 

It won't be easy. Governor, you'd have to keep 
some of your own legislators from hijacking the pro-
cess to smear Ed McNamara and slam Jennifer 
Granholm. And Ed, you'd have to keep the Board of 
Commissioners and other miscellaneous Wayne 
County politicians from screaming that another pet 
project has been stolen from them. But if you guys 
can't figure out how to do this, I don't think anybody 
can. 

Time's running short, gentlemen. You've both got 
only a few more months of power left. Why not use 
them to put your stamp on something genuinely 
important to the future of our state? 

Phil Power is chairman of HomeTown Com-
munications Network Inc., the company that 
owns this newspaper. He welcomes your com-
ments, either by voice mail at (734) 953-2047, 
ext. 1880, or by e-mail at ppower@homecomm. 
net. * 

I I I WCCCD Continuing Education 
Presents 

"Islam and America -
The Path to Understanding" 

Wayne County Community College District - Western Campus 
9555 Haggerty Road (at 1-94) • Belleville, Ml 48111 

Saturday, February 9, 2002 
Time: Noon to 5pm - Lunch served at noon* 

Featured Speakers: 
Dr. Sherman Jackson 
A highly acclaimed Islamic Studies Professor at the University of 
Michigan-Ann Arbor and an expert in Islamic Law and Legal 
Theory. Professor Jackson has taught many classes on diverse 
issues of Islam including Islamic intellectual History, African-
American Religious Experience, Introduction to Islam, and 
Islamic Law. He is also an author of many books and essays on 
intricate Islamic issues. 

Nejah Bazzy 
Trans-cultural Sensitivity Expert 

Saeed Khan 
Attorney; Director of the Institute for Social Policy and Understanding 

Achmat Salie 
Current leader, Imam, of the Islamic Association of Greater Detroit, Rochester, Ml 

Abdul Alim Bashir 
Involved in the development of the Human Dignity Coalition Organization 

Session Topics: 
Islam and America • Islam 101 • Islam, Violence & Warfare 

Women and Islam • Muslims and Islam in 20th Century America 
Islam in American History 

FOR REGISTRATION I N F O R M A T I O N , PLEASE CALL: 

;M 5-49(i-2()00 OR 24H-of>9-220;?. 

* Pre-registration is required by to assure lunch 

All candidates 
should have their 
minute in the sun 

Jonl Hubred 

Journalists have a kind 
of twisted sense of humor. 
That's the only explana-
tion I can offer for Fri-

day's Michigan Press Asso-
ciation gubernatorial candidate forum, held at the 
Amway Grand Hotel in Grand Rapids. 

Asking nine politicians to speak for only a 
minute or two on serious matters like Proposal A 
and the Freedom of Information Act is nothing 
short of absurd. But it did provide an interesting 
look at the FULL slate, not just Lt. Gov. Dick 
Posthumus, Attorney General Jennifer Granholm, 
former Gov. Jim Blanchard and U.S. Rep. David 
Bonior - the names we all recognize. 

Perhaps the most strident among these obscure 
candidates is Ed Hamilton, described as a 
"staunch and hawkish defender of the American 
capitalist way of life and its free enterprise eco-
nomic system." Hamilton believes government in 
Michigan is getting too expensive and claims the 
state has the third largest bureaucracy in the 
country. The Democrat turned Republican said, "I 
want to preserve the Engler legacy and the capital-
ist way of life." He doesn't support strengthening 
the state's "sunshine laws," which guarantee pub-
lic access to government, because he believes the 
press doesn't use what's already available. 

The Green Party's candidate is Douglas Camp-
bel l , a professional engineer who has taught 
physics and math at the college level and is a 
licensed pilot. He's taking his first shot at public 
office because, he said, "I think people are ready 
for a professional problem solver, rather than a 
professional politician." Campbell supports Propos-
al A and feels government should revamp the way 
it taxes people, levying higher taxes on things that 
are bad for you. For instance, he would favor sales 
tax adjustments on vehicles based on how their 
mileage per gallon compares with the national 
standard, Campbell believes people are generally 
dissatisfied with government and said he offers a 
candidacy that runs on people power, rather than 
money. 

It's tough to call Sen. Alma Wheeler Smith or 
Sen. Joe Schwarz "obscure," because both are 
well known and hold leadership positions in the 
Senate. But in this race, they are among those who 
aren't getting the lion's share of press. 

Schwarz serves as President Pro Tempore in the 
state senate, where he represents the 24th district. 
A physician and U.S. Navy veteran, Schwarz head-
ed up the successful campaign to get Michigan 
behind U.S. Sen. John McCain's candidacy for 
president. A self-described moderate "Bill Mil-
liken" Republican, Schwarz is a strong advocate 
for the state's education system and will empha-
size health policy, particularly as the nation faces 

the threat of bioterrorism, as well as chemical and 
nuclear threats. While he voted for both the busi-
ness and individual tax cuts, he said, "I would 
advocate putting them on hold for two years. You 
gotta get out of that 'supply side tub.' It is not un-
Republican to do so, it just makes common sense." 

Smith, who began her political life at age 10 in 
the first campaign to desegregate Ann Arbor, won 
her first election to school board after fighting for 
open meetings. She's Democratic vice chair of the 
Senate Appropriations Committee and is running 
on a fairly simple basic principle: "The color of 
your skin, the depth of your wallet and the place 
where you live shouldn't determine your quality of 
life." Public health management, she says, should 
be more than just disease control. Smith believes 
Proposal A has leveled the playing field, but wants 
more emphasis on the pre-school component to 
education, making sure every child is prepared for 
school. 

And then there's Angelo Scott Brown. Perhaps 
the most unlikely political candidate, he is a secu-
rity guard and evangelist who has started a num-
ber of churches and founded the Hebrew Israelite 
Jewish Christian Rainbow Victory Club and the 
"We Are All Brothers and Sisters" Organization. 
This is his third candidacy, and he plans to seek 
the Presidency in 2004. His political views can be a 
little confusing. For instance, while Brown advo-
cates freezing taxes, he wants to look into creating 
some new ones. He believes the education system 
needs a total overhaul, starting with the school 
buildings and equipment, and wants contracts that 
will entice more qualified teachers. His campaign 
flyer mentions putting the state lottery back on the 
ballot and investigating alleged civil rights viola-
tions connected to it. 

All of the candidates urged members of the press 
to be more vigilant, to ask tougher questions and 
to give everyone a chance to be heard. But perhaps 
Jennifer Granholm put it best - and in keeping 
with the tenor of the event, most succinctly - when 
she said, "Please describe what comes out of the 
mouth of the candidate, rather than how they 
look." 

I'm not fooling myself into believing I've some-
how enlightened the public here. The best I can 
hope for is the best these candidates could do -
pique interest so that voters pursue additional 
information. 

Elections are not for the faint of heart. Everyone 
who runs for public office has earned the right to 
be heard. 

And for a great deal more than a minute. 
Joni Hubred is editor of the Farmington 

Observer. She welcomes your comments by 
mail to 33411 Grand River, Farmington, MI 
48335; by FAX, 248-477-9722; or via e-mail to 
jhubred@oe. homecomm. net 
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By Mike Malott 
H O M E T O W N N E W S SERVICE 
msraaiott@horaecomra.net 

The f inancial t roubles con-
fronting Blue Cross Blue Shield 
of Michigan are nothing less 

a "looming health care cri-

So says Barry Cargill of 
Small Business Association of 
Michigan. Without reform, he 
contends, Blue Cross' problems 
could — for small businesses 
with fewer than 50 employees — 
"spell the end of employer spon-
sored heal th care coverage in 
Michigan." 

Michigan's F inancia l and 
Insurance Services Commission-
er Frank Fitzgerald agrees. 

"The Small Business Associa-
tion is not being alarmist when 
it says we are facing a crisis," 

""Fitzgerald said. And he's said it 
before. 

"If we ignore these symptoms 
today, we are creating the dis-
tinct possibility that BCBSM as 
we depend on it will not exist at 
decade's end," he s ta ted las t 
September. The problem is "a 
threat to affordable and accessi-
ble hea l th care coverage in 
Michigan." 

Crisis developing 
State Rep. Paul DeWeese (R-

Williamston), who is also a doc-
tor, said the crisis is already 
developing. Premium increases 
of 25 percent annually for the 
last four years have forced many 
small business owners to find 
a l t e rna t ive ways to pay for 
insurance for the i r workers . 
Some have asked employees to 
cover much of the cost increases 
themselves. Others now just give 
employees a stipend to purchase 
health insurance on their own. 
Still others have dropped insur-
ance altogether. 

Considering that half of Michi-
gan's residents get their insur-
ance through Blue Cross, this is 
a "pocketbook" issue for most of 
the state. 

Nonetheless, it is an issue few 
have recognized because the 
audit that identified the problem 
— $400 million in losses by Blue 
Cross over the past five years — 
was released in September and 
was quickly overshadowed by 
events in New York and Wash-
ington. 

So it counted as a surprise, for 
legislators as well as the public, 
when Gov. John Engler high-
lighted the problem in his recent 
State of the State address. 

Legislat ion to implement 
Engler's calls for reform is being 
d ra f t ed now, Fi tzgera ld 

for Blue Cross a 'looming crisis 
ined, and he expects a programs over to for-profit busi- groups of employees. That leaves DeWeese a^reo* wit> 
)il .package will be ready nesses, and while Fi tzgerald Bh,« r w » with ^ i l? ! .fe_8® a g ? e e i ,W1H 
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Engler's plan 
Among Engl* 

explained, and he expects a 
three-bill package will * 
for introduction in the next two 

> weeks. 

proposals 

M Increase the insurance com-
missioner's ability to regulate 
the opera t ion of Blue Cross. 
Fitzgerald said it "should be on 
par" with the commissioner's 
ability to regula te any other 
insurance company in Michigan. 

* Res t ruc tu r ing -the Blue 
Cross board of directors. Fitzger-
ald anticipates cutting it from 
the current membership of 35 to 
"somewhere in the teens." He'd 
like to see the membership, now 
selected from a number of spe-
cial i n t e re s t s , changed to 
increase public representation. 

• Engler also proposed cre-
ation of a trust fund intended to 
protect residents should Blue 
Cross privatize. More than 20 
other states have turned their 

programs over to for-profit busi-
nesses, and while Fi tzgerald 
insisted Engler is not advocating 
that, it might still occur. 

Blue Cross of Michigan is the 
largest remaining state-spon-
sored, not-for-profit health plan 
in the country, F i tzgera ld 
explained. It was set up by the 
state legislature back in the '30s 
to serve as the "insurer of last 
resort." 

It's status as a private, non-
profit insurer lies at the heart of 
the issue. -By s ta te law, Blue 
Cross must charge all its cus-
tomers a single "community 
rate." It is not allowed to adjust 
rates up for people who are older 
or less healthy, as private insur-
ance firms can. Nor can it turn 
customers away. 

'Cherry picking* 
According to Cargill, private 

insurance companies have been 
able to beat Blue 
"cherry picking" employers 
younger, healthier, less risky 

groups of employees. That 
Blue Cross with the older, less 
hea l thy , costl ier groups of 
employees to insure, 

Cargil l there fore believes 
reform will have to include rate 
reform throughout the industry. 
He advocates a plan called "rate 
banding," which allows insurers, 
Blue Cross as well as private 
companies, to adjust premiums 
according to r i sk , but also 
requires all insurers to take a 
certain percentage of good and 
bad risks. That would end the 
"cherry picking," he contended 

Fi tzgera ld isn ' t convinced. 
When you have a "behemoth 
tha t dominates the market as 
Blue Cross does," it isn't reason-
able to believe that a few private 
companies could have much of 
an impact. "At best, they are just 
nipping at your heels," he said. 

Fitzgerald instead believes the 
reforms have to be internal to 
Blue Cross. They would include 
allowing Blue Cross to adjust 
rates for risk. 

DeWeese agrees wi th the" 
internal approach. But if higher 
risk customers can be charged 
more for premiums, it raises a 
question of whether Blue Cross 
can fulfill its role as "insurer of 
last resort." ; 

"That is something we are 
going to have to talk about," both 
DeWeese and Fitzgerald said. *' 
- T h e goal is to reform Blue 
Cross without having to cut bacfi 
on benefits, that is what condi-
tions and treatments the insurj 
ance plan will cover, Fitzgeral4 
said. * 

While Cargill and DeWeese 
said the, goal is to get premiums 
under control, F i tzgera ld is 
unsure where the costs are head? 
ed. * 

"There is still a $350 million 
deficit there that is going to have 
to be addressed, whether it is 
th rough premiums or is j u s t 
wr i t ten off," he said. "Either 
way, i t 's going to have an a 
impact." : 
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GUEST COLUMN 

PAM MARCH 

Museum is 
committed to 
strengthening 
community ties 

When Detroit Institute of Arts 

(DIA) Director Graham W.J. 
Beal came on board two years 

ago, he made a commitment to 
strengthen the museum's role as a 
community resource and build 
stronger ties with the African Ameri-
can community in particular. That 
commitment is shown during Black 
History Month at the DIA, and Beal 
is pleased with the results. 

"Through a 
perspective 
of history, 
and the DIA 
has first-
rate art by 
important 
African 
American 
artists," 

a unique 

"Part of our 
missioi) is to 

DETROIT 
INSTITUTE OF 

ARTS 
Where: 5200 

Woodward Ave., be-
tween Farnsworth 
and Kirby 

When: 10 a.m.- 4 
p.m. Wednesday-
Thursday, un t i l 9 
p.m. Friday, and 10 
a.m.- 5 p.m. Satur-
day-Sunday 

Admission: $4, $1 
ch i ld ren , f ree for 
Founders Soc ie ty 
members . ( 313 ) 
8 3 3 - 7 9 0 0 or v is i t 
t h e V§eb 
www.cjla.org 

art avail-
able to the 
public and 
to have pro-
grams 
engage 
pie in learn-
ing about 
and enjoy-

One of the objectivesjpfhe DIA's 
strategic plan is to focu® more atten-
tion on Black History Month. Staff-
responsible for programs took this 
charge very seriously, and collabora-
tive efforts resulted in the strongest 
Black History Month programming in 
DIA history. 

"It's a testament to our staffs 
knowledge and experience that they 
were able to attract the caliber of 
artists and performers that will be 
here during February," said Beal. "A 
conscious effort was made to keep the 
bond between art arid history evident." 

Music has always been an integral 
part of black history, and one of the 
oldest forms is the spiritual, and 
later, gospel music. Two renowned 
gospel groups will be at the DIA dur-
ing Black History Month. The Fair-
field Four, originally formed in the 
1920s, performs rich a cappella har-
monies in solemn spirituals and 
hand-clapping songs of praise. This 
Grammy award-winning group was 
recently featured in the hit movie O 
Brother, Where Art Thou? Later in 
the month, Detroit's own Whitfield 
Company brings their spirited gospel 
choir to the DIA. 

Musical traditions evolved along 

Please see MARC1L, B3 

Upcoming 
show: The 
DIA opens 
an exhibi-
tion of Jacob 
Lawrence's 
paintings 
Feb. 24. Pic-
tured here is 
"Munich 
Olympic Games, 1971" from 
the Seattle Art Museum. 

In full 

Birm rrtjha nfwo men 
painters draw on 

vibrant palettes 
B Y LINDA A N N C H O M I N 

STAFF WHITER 

I cbo mi n@o e.homecomm.net 

Color and camaraderie warm the Livonia Civic 
Center Library Fine Arts Gallery as the Birmingham 
Society of Women Painters drift in one by one. 

Outside an icy February morning sends chills 
through the heartiest of souls. Inside vibrant red 
strawberries and exclamations of approval brighten 
the otherwise quiet space. Shirley Gower and the 
gals have arrived to hang their winter show and 
many are seeing the work of fellow members for the 
first time. 

Presented by the Livonia Arts Commission, the 
multi-media exhibit features 40 paintings, primarily 
acrylic and watercolor. Still life, abstraction, portrai-
ture and landscape illustrate the diversity of mem-
bers. Among them are a triptych of poppies by Carole 
Hadley of Oxford and a dynamic black and red 
abstract by Nancy Raitt of Farmington Hills. 

Unlike the Birmingham Society of Women Painters 
juried fall exhibit at the Birmingham Bloomfield Art 
Center, this show was not judged, but one at which 
Gower still marvels. Gower's still life, From the Wine 

•Shop, was painted at the BBAC during a class with 
Mary Stephenson." • ; -

"I'm always proud of work people bring out for a 
non-juried show," said Gower, a Rochester Hills resi-
dent who is past president and a member since 1984. 
"They always bring their best." 

Like Gower who teaches watercolor at Paint Creek 
Center for the Arts in Rochester, many of the mem-
bers instruct students in a variety of media. Several 
hold bachelor's and master's of fine arts degrees from 
universities. Barbara Keida earned both from Wayne 
State University. An admirer of Picasso's portraits, 
Keida painted an acrylic titled Blue Woman during 
an open studio at the BBAC on Friday mornings. 

"I like large, expansive paintings," said Keida, a 
Bloomfield Hills artist. "I paint flat colors. I enjoy the 
dance of the line." 

Fran Nicolson, on the other hand, enjoys defying 
the odds. Give her a still life with metals that must 
reflect the colorful surroundings and she's in her ele-
ment. Nicolson painted in layers to achieve a vibrant 
red in Strawberries Forever. It is one of eight paint-

STAFF PHOTOS BY JIM JAGDFELD 

Now showing: Barbara Keida (left), Fran Nicolson and Beverly Booth show off work now 
on display in the Birmingham Society of Women Painters exhibit at the Livonia Civic 
Center Library Fine Arts Gallery. 

p 

ings she turned into note cards. 
"The silver pitcher was a challenge to get just the 

right color," said Nicolson who's taken classes at Col-
lege for Creative Studies (formerly Center for Cre-
ative Studies), Cranbrook Art Academy, and the 
BBAC. A Birmingham resident, she started painting 
at age 30 and has continued for the last 40 years. The 
last two decades she's been a member of the Birming-
ham Society of Women Painters because of exhibiting 
opportunities. Nicholson currently is organizing a 
show of members' work for a Chicago gallery. 

"It's a wonderful group, talented and active peo-
ple," said Nicolson. 

Beverly Booth couldn't agree more. She recently 
took over as president of the group composed of 50 
active members. For more than 50 years, the Birm-
ingham Society of Women Painters has maintained 
high standards. Each applicant must be sponsored by 
two members and their work juried before accep-
tance. 

"What I like about the group is the camaraderie of 
the fellow painters," said Booth of Birmingham, "We 

meet once a month in members' homes and have field 
t r ips p lanned for Februa ry to view the S t u a r t 
Frankel collection in Bloomfield Hills. In March we'll 
visit artist Jim Nawara's studio in Beverly Hills, and 
in April the Shuey Collection at the Cranbrook Art 

Please see PAINTERS. B3 

Diversified: A still life by Shirley Gower 
(left) and oil by Ti*oy artist Lillian Moran 
are just two of the works in the exhibit. 

BIRMINGHAM SOCIETY OF 
WOMEN PAINTERS 

What: A multi-media show by society members 
When: Through Wednesday, Feb. 27. Hours are 9 

a.m. to 9 p.m. Monday-Thursday, until 5 p.m. Friday-
Saturday, and 1-5 p.m. Sunday 

Where: Livonia Civic Center Library, 32777 Five 
Mile, east of Farmington Road. Call (734) 466-2490 

Modern art: Farmington Hills artist Nancy 
Raitt painted this abstract acrylic. 

Tough times: 
Hank Ben-
nett, (top to 
bottom) Joe 
Wachowski, 
Ron Metey-

er, and Erin 
Osgood play 
lead roles in 

the Farm-
ington Play-
ers produc-
tion of The 

Rainmaker 
in West 

Bloomfield. 

Actors admire characters living in desperate times 
BY LINDA A N N C H O M I N 
STAFF WRITER 
lchomin@oe.homecomm.net 

members cluster around the 
stage inside the theater at Barnes & 
Noble in West Bloomfield. The Farm-
ington Players production of The 
Rainmaker opens Friday, Feb. 8 and. 
director Cynthia Tupper and the 
seven actors need to work out final 
details of N. Richard Nash's play 
about life and love in the drought-
stricken Midwest during the late 
1930s. 

H.C. Curry and his sons worry 

about the cattle dying in the fields 
and the fact Lizzie, H.C.'s daughter, 
may end up an old maid. Their lives 
undergo a metamorphosis when a 
ra inmaker named Starbuv,k blows 
into town. For $100 the con man 
promises to end the drought. Desper-
ation leads H.C. and Lizzie to take a 
chance on the brash stranger. 

"In 24-hours S ta rbuck changes 
everyone's life," said Tupper, a Farm-
ington Hills resident. "It's uplifting. 
There's humor, drama, romance. It's 
about when life was simpler. At the 
end everyone is positively changed. 

It 's all about believing in yourself, 
believing in your dream - that you 
can make changes in your life." 

Joe Wachowski admires Nash 's 
ability to write characters like his 
into the play. The Canton resident 
plays the younger brother J im, a 
humorous, unpredictable lad. An 
aspiring screenplay writer, Wachows-
ki constantly strives to "give the story 
what it deserves, the best perfor-
mance possible, to give Jim what the 
writer envisioned." 

Please see 

THE RAINMAKER 
What: Farmington Players present 

N. Richard Nash's play about life and 
love in the drought-stricken Midwest 
during the late 1930s 

When: 8 p.m. Friday-Saturday, Feb. 
8-9,15-16, 22-23 and March 1-2, and 
2 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 10 ,17 and 24 

Where : At t he t h e a t e r i ns ide 
Barnes & Noble, 6800 Orchard Lake 
Road, south of Maple, West Bloom-
field 

Tickets: $13, call (248) 219-0800 

www.observerandeccentric.com Sharon Diirgay. Editor 7 3 4 - 9 5 3 - 2 0 5 4 sdnrgay&oc.homecomm.net 
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children step toward life without shame 
BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN 
STAFF WRITER 
lchomin@oeJbomecomHi.net 

I t 's not easy growing up an 
orphan of pa ren t s who've died 
from AIDS. Tha t ' s why F r a n k 
Ka too la is ded i ca t ed to t h e 

-Ugandan children who just left 
his hotel room in Washington, 
D.C. 

Katoola spends a lot of time on 
the road wi th t he 18 o rphans 
who are members of t he Chil-
dren of Uganda . He's directed 
t h e E a s t A f r i c a n m u s i c a n d 
dance troupe since its founding 
by the Uganda Children's Chari-
ty F o u n d a t i o n in 1994. 
Orphaned by AIDS and war, the 
children, ages 6 to 17, live in the 
Daughters of Chari ty Orphan-

18, they a r r ived in 
New York fo r a 17-ci ty t o u r 
which comes to the Power Cen-

te r for the Performing Arts in 
Ann Arbor F r i d a y - S a t u r d a y , 
Feb. 8-9 as part of the Universi-
ty Musical Society series. 

"I was a volunteer when I saw 
the kids performing in one of the 
hotels in Kampala so I volun-
t e e r e d to d i rec t t h e m , " sa id 
Katoola. "I was teaching in one 
of the schools there. I took five 
k ids to t h i s school t h r o u g h a 
scholarship program." 

Katoola was 10 years old when 
he began playing an instrument 
so he knows it's never too early 
to learn about traditional Ugan-
dan music and dance. In fact, 
Katoola was so inspired he went 
on to earn a diploma in perform-
ing a r t s for music, dance and 
d rama at Makerere University 
in Kampala. 

"We're doing a cross section of 
dances from Uganda and songs," 
said Katoola. "The opening piece 

is a melody wi th Swahi l i and 
Uganda songs. I take folk dances 
t h e n choreograph them us ing 
the same t radi t ional rhy thms. 
We have a 12-dance repertoire. 
This is a 1 1/2-hour program 
with six dances linked together 
with drum rhythms." 

Katoola worked with 40 to 50 
children in Uganda three to four 
m o n t h s d u r i n g t h e school 
semester before narrowing down 
the t roupe to 18. He bel ieves 
because of the Children of Ugan-
da, they will have a future in a 
country where life expectancy is 
44 years for men, 46 years for 
women. And it's not jus t AIDS 
which h a s k i l l ed t h e people . 
U g a n d a w a s no to r ious fo r 
human r ights violations under 
dictator Idi Amin from 1971 to 
1979 and then Milton Obote who 
was ousted by Amin. From the 
1970s to 1980s, half a million 

people were killed in t he vio-
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"My country was coming out of 
turmoil in 1987 when I was com-
ing out of college in 1989 with a 
sense of duty to my country," 
said Katoola, founder of Tender 
Talents Theatre Company which 
focuses on issues of child abuse 
and the welfare of Ugandan chil-
dren. "I believe our culture has a 
lot to offer young people and it 
has to be kept alive. 

"With the Children of Uganda 
they find a way of understanding 
l i fe a n d e s c a p i n g f r o m t h e i r 
fears, not only caring for them-
selves but the funds they raise 
go to help children back home. 
There's a sense of purpose and 
duty , a new unde r s t and ing of 
themselves, a sense of responsi-
bility and helping others." 

There's no doubt in Katoola's 
mind the benefits derived from 
Children of Uganda. I t 's more 
than just ankle bells and colorful 
costumes filling a stage. 

"It's fulfilling in a way because 
I get to see my work but to see 
someone's life is turning around, 
to see them again as a woman or 
man of 20 and you see they're 
f ac ing l i fe w i t h o u t s h a m e or 
fear." 

East African production: The Children of Uganda per-
form Friday-Saturday, Feb. 8-9 at the Power Center for 
the Performing Arts in Ann Arbor. 

Children of Uganda 
What : The 18-member troupe perform tradit ional East African 

music and dance 
When: 7 p.m. Friday, Feb. 8 , and 8 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 9 
Where: Power Center for t he Performing Arts, 1 2 1 Fletcner 

Street, Ann Arbor 
Tickets: $32, $28. $20, $16, Call (734) 764-2538 
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Marcil from page B1 

with African American history, 
as witnessed by blues, jazz, and 
more recently, hip-hop and funk. 
Rudy Laue rman , who books 
most of the music for the DIA, 
wanted to cover a range of styles 
re levant to Black his tory. 
Besides the Fa i r f ie ld Four, 
Laue rman booked Mama's 
Lickin' Stick Clarinet Ensemble, 
who plays rhythm and blues, be-
bop, and classic jazz. Detroit sax-
ophonist Donald Walden, known 
for his unique style of improvisa-
tion and composition, performs 
wi th his qua r t e t . Another 
Detroit group, the Black Bottom 
Collective, fuses hip-hop, poetry, 
funk and reggae. Their music is 
grounded in urban culture and is 
created in the spirit of progress 
and change. 

Programs on African American 
history would not be complete 
without including the oral tradi-
tion of storytelling. When plan-
ning programs for Black History 
Month, assistant educator Mary 
Jarvis knew it was essential to 
feature this tradition. 

"Oral history is embedded in 
African American culture, and 
s torytel l ing is an impor tan t , 
enjoyable way to learn about his-
tory," said Mary Jarv is . who 
invited storyteller Alma Greer 
and a popular African drummer 
to present African Folktales: Sto-
ries from the Motherland. Other 
storytellers present programs 
every Sunday. 

Two major eras in Black histo-
ry, the Underground Railroad 
and the Great Migration come 
alive though performances by 
the Mosaic Youth Theatre. This 
internationally acclaimed youth 
theater presents two plays in 
one. North to Midnight tells the 
story of the Underground Rail-
road through one family's daring 
escape from slavery and journey 
to the town code-named "Mid-
night" — Detroit. North to Sun-
rise p resen ts a lesser-known 

journey to the north: The Great 
Migration of the 1940s. Workers 
struggling with harsh economic 
and social conditions in the South 
left what they knew and loved. 

The art of film is represented 
through a film series, collabora-
tively developed by DIA staff. 
Jarvis met with a committee to 
decide which films to select. 

"We decided to focus on films 
we feel deserve more attention, 
and that might have been over-
looked by the general public," 
said Jarvis. 

The three films chosen reveal 
d i f fe ren t aspects of Afr ican 
American history. Daughters of 
the Dust is a poetic, turn of the 
century ta le of the Gul lah, 
descendants of slaves who reside 
on islands near South Carolina 
and Georgia and maintain their 
West African heritage. Director 
Spike Lee's Four Little Girls is a 
shattering documentary about 
the fa ta l bombing of a black 
Birmingham, Alabama, church 
on Sept. 15,1963, which not only 
killed innocent children but also 
galvanized the entire nation and 
accelerated the civil rights move-
ment. The final film in the series 
is Beloved, an adaptation of Toni 
Morrison's Pulitzer Prize win-
ning novel about a woman who 
made her way from slavery to a 
free life in Ohio in 1873. 

Ongoing programs at the DIA, 
such as classes, workshops, 
tours, and lectures, are focused 
on African American art and cul-
ture. Fine Arts Friday offers an 
ins ider ' s view of works by 
African American artists in the 
American galleries. Visitors can 
learn about African proverbs and 
make their own Adinkra cloth in 
a drop-in workshop. An adult 
class explores three influential 
Detroit poets, and teachers can 
take a workshop to learn to 
make traditional African mud 
cloth paintings. Families can 
always enjoy the self-guided tour 

— Win Tickets to SEE MBTs — 
Bee-luther-hatcheel 

See today's O&E classified ads - Section 713, Moving Sales - for the winning 
answer! Send postcard with the correct answer, your name, address & daytime 
phone to: BEE-LUTHER-HATCH EE, Meadow Brook Theatre, Oakland University, 
Rochester, Ml 48309. Five winners will be randomly selected from entries with 
correct answers received by Wednesday, Feb. 27th. 

POFS1092876 

of African American art, avail-
able at the information desks. 

As Black History Month comes 
to a close, the DIA opens the spe-
cial exhibition Over the Line: The 
Art and Life of Jacob Lawrence 
on Feb. 24. This comprehensive 
review of Lawrence's work is in 
itself a lesson in African Ameri-
can history. The exhibition is 
just the most recent in DIA spe-
cial exhibitions that focused on 
Black History. Beal explains this 
is just part of the commitment 
the DIA has made to the African 
American community and to the 
community at large. 

"We plan to continue to foster 
our relationships with local col-
lectors, schools, and others in 
the community," said Beal. "The 
DIA belongs to all of us, and we 
are dedicated to making the 
museum accessible to everyone 
in metropolitan Detroit." 

Pam Marcil is public relations 
manager at the Detroit Institute 
of Arts. Observer & Eccentric 
arts and entertainment reporter 
Linda Ann Chomin returns next 
week. 
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Painters from page B1 

Museum. 
Booth's love of art began early 

so it's no wonder she's trying to 
expose children to a range of 
media. Booth teaches children's 
classes for ages 4-9 at the BBAC 
where she's been a member for 
30 years. 

"I came from an artistic fami-
ly. I asked for paints for Christ-
mas for my 11th birthday and 
I've been painting ever since," 
said Booth who was an art major 
a t Kent S t a t e Univers i ty in 
Ohio. "I was exposed through my 
grandfather who was an archi-
tect so I was around all t he 
material. 

"My parents took me to the 
Cleveland Institute of Arts to see 
all the shows. At age 12, I took 
classes there in summer and got 
on a bus all by myself." 

Nancy Nordlie shares Booth's 
commitment to art so she was 
excited when asked to become a 
member of the Birmingham Soci-
ety of Women Painters in 1974. 

Booth laid down blocks of blue 
and green to indicate bodies of 
water, line for movement the 
abstract acrylic, Lake Superior. 

"I was flattered to be invited to 
member," said Nordlie, 

Poppy 
passion: 
This trip-
tych by 
Carole 
Hadley is 
titled 
"Papaver" 

a Bi rmingham res iden t who 
earned a bachelor's degree in 
art/design from the University of 
Michigan. "It's nice to be with 

who speak the same lan-
because I think art is a 

very hard thing to articulate." 
Like Nordlie, E l izabe th 

Sylvester takes pride in being a 
member of the group. She creat-
ed Froggy's Gone a Courtin' with 
colored ink. 

"I've made close friendships," 
said Sylvester , a Bloomfield 
Hills resident who's also a mem-
ber of the Farmington Artists 
Club and Pa le t t e & Brush . 

"There is a high s t a n d a r d of 
work and it's not easy to get into. 
I don't want to sound like I'm, 
bragging but we do have high 
standards." 

Livonia Arts Commissioner 
Sara Dickens is delighted artists 
approve of the gallery. She's now 
booking monthly exhibits for 
2003 because the reputation of 
the space has grown among 
artists. 

"We're so pleased to have good 
quality art work like that of the 
Birmingham Society of Women 
Painters in the gallery," said 
Dickens. "It shows we have great 
art right here in Livonia. 

"If anyone 's in te res ted in 
showing their work, we'd love to 
have them." 

For more information about the 
• Birmingham Society of Women 
Painters, call Shirley Gower at 
(248) 608-6446. For information 
about exhibiting in the Fine Arts 
Gallery, call Livonia's community 
resources department at (734) 466-

THE NATIONS TOP CRITICS ARE ALL FEELING 

"'BEAUTY' IS BACK! 
Hie new version is so vibrant it's like experiencing the film anew. "A SEXY RIDE: 

NICOLE AN BRINGS 
EROTIC H E A T T O HER ROLI 
N I C O i > 

oin/hi.'-.UiU 

CALL 313-271-1570 FOR TICKET SALES & GROUP TICKET SALES 

I i S V F O H ) 
? I v r n i museum 

10:0012:00 2:00 4:00 8:00 & 8:00 

NOW SHOWING AT THESE THEATRES! I AMC FORUM 30 

Wednesday; 13:00 2:00 4:00 6:00 8:00 
Monday; 10:0012:00 2:00 4:00 6:00 

NO msses OR DISCOUNT COUPONS ACCEPTED 

AMC LIVONIA 20 BIRMINGHAM PAUAOHM AA MJR SOUTHGATE 20 

PONT1AC 6 - 1 2 SHOWCASE 
Hvd«0*ortiem,MhaU) 271-1579 «l-OOO MMMAX 

STAR FAIRLANE 2 1 

TICKETS ON SALE NOW! 

}<feW3s!l&»ip World | 
STAR SOUTHFIELD STAR TAYLOR 

h K O M T H f D I R L C T O I 1 O F 'THE FUGITIVE' 

1 AMC FORUM 30 AMC LAUREL PARK AMC LIVONIA 20 1 
i AMC WONDERLAND BEACON EAST BIRMINGHAM M U A D M H 1 2 I 

i CANTON 6 MJR SOUTHGATE 2 0 NOVI TOWN CTR. 8 I 
| PHOENIX AT BO. AIR cm SHOWCASE MARBORN SHOWCASE POMTIAC 6-X2 1 
SHOWCASE STEFLUNGHTS. SHOWCASE WESTLAND STAR FAIRLANE 2 1 1 

STAR GRATIOT STAR GREAT LAKES CROSSING STAR JOHN ft 1 
STAR LINCOLN PARK STAR ROCHESTER STAR SOUTHFIELD | 

STAR TAYLOR UA COMMERCE STADIUM 14 UA WEST RIVER I 

Am* *ir.i On me HoywirtJ Co ••int.ufi* * Movipfnri* mm 

"a w o n d e r f u l m o v i e a b o u t t h e p o w e r 
o f t h e h u m a n spir i t . 

sean penn gives one of the most incredible perfor-
mances 1 have ever seen!" 

•Joel siege), good morning america 

SCREEN 2 BEST ACTOR- SEAN PENN 
BEST S U P P O R T I N G A C T R E S S • D A K O T A F A N N I N G 

"once in a while an extraordinary 
movie comes along, defying 
everyone's expectations of what 
great drama is a!I about, 
i am sam' is such a movie." 

"michelie pfeiffer really 
gives the most amazing 
performance..." 
•roger etwrt, ebart £ i 

"i am sam' is heartbreaking, 
uplifting, and profoundly 
moving, the best 
performance of sean penn's 
brilliant career." 
-pau) Clinton, enrt 

sean PENN micheile PFEIFFER 

i am sam 
l o v e i s all y o u n e e d 

1 
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NOW PLAYING 

SHOWCASE V 

STAR TAYLOR 
NO PASSES OR DISCOUNT COUPONS ACCEPTED 

THE PAUCE Of AUBURN illlS 
Friday, February 8 , 5-10pm 
Saturday, February 9, 10am-10pm 
Sunday, February 10, 10am-6pm 

The fabulous Ralace of Auburn Hill will be home to this exciting 
brand new show, with hundreds of exhibits and thousands upon 
thousands of new ideas, new products and services for your home. 

ADMISSIONS Adults- $7, Seniors- $6. 
Children 12 and under admitted FREE 

IMPROVEMENT 

HUNDREDS Of EXHIBITS... PLUS 
m Special guest Beverly Dejulio from PBS, HGTV and The Discovery Channel 

with tips to make life easier around the home. 
S WJR's "The Appliance Doctor", Joe Gagnon and "The Garden Show". 

Dean Srauskopf broadcast live. 
a WXYT's "Ask the Handyman" Glenn Haege. 
B Advice and ideas on home improvement, decorating and remodeling. 
B Contests with daily prizes. 
a And much, much more. 

U A i y c THE PALACE OF AUBURN HILLS 
H U M t 1.75 & EXIT 81 
I M P R O V E M E N T 
S H O W FEBRUARY 8-10, 2002 

www.bu i l de ra .o rg 
wis*. 


