A cheer for
Cheer Club

generosity

Qur annual Cheer Club brought
in money, food, clothing and toys for
the Salvation Army’s Christmas
effort. A tip of the Canton Observ-
er’s hat goes to everyone who made
the trip to our offices in Piymouth.

We'd like to take this space espe-
cially to thank those who so gener-
ously gave this year, including 10-
year-old Zane Birchler, who gave up
all of his birthday presents in favor
of donations to the Cheer Club.

B Canton — The Simpson family,
Bill and Mary Nichols, Jo Nichols,
Faerber family, Bentley School

Brownie Troop 276, Mrs. Harr’s

first-grade class at Tonda Elemen-
tary, the Panoff family and the Jose
family.,

B Plymouth - Barb and Gordon
Barddeben, Joe and Fran Murawa,
David Baranski family, Bill Carter,
Ellen Jones, Emerspn and Diane
Coates, Hill family, Terry and
Susan Gronan, Mike and Nancy
Riemenschneider, Rosita Smith, the
Cusumano family, Paul Sincock,
Arlene Olson, Micala Tafelski, Julie
Encelewski, the Modras family,
Peggy and Mike Beecroft Rlchard

Johnson.
B Santa Letters — Also, thanks to
the three dozen families that sent
us Letters to Santa and their chil-
dren’s pictures. Especially this year,
t’s good to still believe,
-~ The Editor

Celtic style: It’s been a
few years since Seamus
Connolly used to go from
door to door playing his
fiddle and singing on the
day after Christmas./B1
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Handicapped
woman’ robbed

A handicapped woman, 50,
who travels with an oxygen tank
to help her breathe, told Canton
police Dec. 18 that sheswas miss-
ing $500 and two debit cards
after shopping at Kroger, 1705
N. Canton Center.

‘According to a report filed with
police, officers interviewed a bag-
ger who helped the woman
unload groceries. The report
stated that following the inter-
view, the bagger was not. a sus-
pect. Police said they have no

COP CALLS

witnesses to the theft.

Tree chopper
sought

Police were called at 4:38 p.m.
Dec. 23 to Flodin Park, after
neighbors spotted a man on a
bike with a chain saw cutting
down trees.

Officers responding to the call
noticed two trees west of the
park had been cut down. They

also recovered two ropes and two
hand saws from the area, accord-
ing to the incident report.

Computer taken

A Dell laptop computer valued
by its owner at $2,000 and other
computer equipment was report-
ed stolen Dec. 22 from a home on
Londonberry Court.

Canton police said there were
no signs of forced entry to the
home. The homeowner told

MILITARY NEWS

police a computer keyboard had
been stolen from the home in
September.

Wallet recovered

Shortly after a 19-year-old Ply-
mouth woman reported her
purse had been stolen Dec. 21
from the Canton Cinema, 43555
Ford, the management called to
report it had been found the
same day, with contents intact.

The woman told police she had
noticed a man, described as 6
feet 2 inches, sitting in the row
behind her acting suspiciously.

Cell phone taken

A cell phone valued at $100
was reported stolen from a

locked van parked Dec. 22 at
Meijer’s. Canton police have no-

suspects or witnesses.

Windshield shot out

Canton police said someone
with a BB gun shot out the wind-
shield to a 1994 Ford Taurus
parked in front of a house on
Lyndhurst. They have no sus-

pects or witnesses to the vandal-

ism.

Thefts, car damage incidents investigated

Car stolen

A 1995 silver two-door Mer-
cury was reported stolen Dec. 21
from a lot on Brookpark. -

:Car break-in

Thieves broke out the passen-
ger window of a car parked: Dec.
21 at St. John Neumann Parish, .
49800 Warren, and stole the car
stereo inside, according to a
report filed with Canton police. ‘

Police have no suspects in the -

break-in.

~ Kevin Brown

. -

To submit your military

announcement, send thé mate-

rial printed or typewritten to:
Plymouth-Canton Observer,
794 S. Main St., Plymouth,
Mich 48170.

COMMENDATION MEDAL

Army Reserve Lt. Col.
Michael C. Rudzinski has been
decorated with the Army Com-
mendation Medal. He is a tac-
tical intelligence officer
assigned to the 416th Engineer
Command at Parkhurst
Reserve Center, Darien, I11. He
is the son of Janet V. Rudzinski

of 42295 Fairview Drive, Can-
ton, Mich. The lieutenant
colonel graduated in 1974 from
Wayne (Mich.) Memorial High
School and received a bache-

- “lor’s degree in 1978 from the

University of Michigan. He
earned a master’s degree in
2000 from the University of
Illinois, Champaign-Urbana.

APPOINTMENTS v

Marine Corps Pfc. Brian L.
Page, son of Eileen D. and
Arthur J. Page of Whittier
Drive in Canton, recently
received an appointment to the

United States Naval Academy,
Annapolis, Md.

Navy Midshipman Jill N.
Peterson, daughter of Judy L.

Peterson of Easley Street in’

Westland and John Peterson of
Wales Street in Canton, recent-
ly received an appointment to
the United States Naval Acade-
my, Annapolis, Md.

During the summer, they
will receive on-the-job training
on surface ships, submarines,
aircraft and at Marine Corps
units. Upon graduation, Page
and Peterson will be commis-
sioned as a Navy or Marine

Tes S

Was your

Christmas present
the wrong size?

We can fix that, and in a hurry! You can be wearing
your gift today! Ask about our special Express Service!
We shorten chains, size rings, adjust watch bands, and
offer full jewelry repair services. And your satisfaction

is always guarantee. Call, or come in right now.

620 Starkweather Old Village ¢ Plymouth

(734) 453- 1860

Since 1933

mps, sofas, dining sets
urry in

Wa/ker/ Buzenberg

fine furniture

240 NORTH MAIN STREET ¢ PLYMOUTH e (734) 4591300

Mon., Thurs., Fri. 10-9 ® Tues., Wed., Sat. 10-6 * Sun. 1-5
*With Approved Credit on Selected-Items, Minimum Payments Apply. Dec. 26-31! o Prior Sales Excluded

W... Save 30-60%

good Santa will start shop]fmésfor next yeat! Save on
clocks, accessories and much
ore Santa bags up everything!

L1087483

‘Corps officer, Page is a 2001

graduate of Plymouth Canton
High School and Peterson is' a
1998 graduate of Plymouth
Salem High School.

ENLISTMENTS

Navy Lt. Kevin S. Anderson,
a 1984 graduate of Plymouth
Canton High School, Ply-

mouth, Mich. recently reported
for duty at Naval Postgraduate
School, Monterey, Calif.

Navy Lt. Cmdyr. Richard D.
Hayden, son of Richard A. Hay-
den of Warren Road, Canton,

recently reported for duty at
National Naval Medical Center,
Bethesda, Md. Hayden is a
1975 graduate of Garden City
(Mich.) West Senior High School
and joined the Navy in Novem-
ber 1975.

George M. Rodriguez has
Jjoined the United States Army
under the Delayed Entry Pro-
gram. The program gives
young men and women the
opportunity to delay entering
active duty for up to one year.
The recruit qualifies for a
$4,000 enlistment bonus. He

Your Food Store
——

Farmington Hills ¢+ Livonia « Plymouth/Northville

L10ASEES,

will report to Fort Benmng,,
Columbus, Ga., for basic train-
ing, He is the son of Mary J. v
Rodriguez of W. Annapolis,
Canton, Mich.

Adam E. Bartel has Jomed
the United States Army under-
the Delayed Entry Program.
The program gives young men |
and women the opportunity to
delay entering active duty for
up to one year. Bartel, cur--
rently a student at Plymouth
Salem High School, Plymouth,
Mich., will repgrt to Fort Jack- -
son, Columbla, S.C. for basic -
training. He is the son of
Edward J. and Barbara A..Bar-
tel of Dunn Court in Plymouth
Mich.

Wzird chmwh is ]ocated at 40000 W.S ‘Mile Road:
in Northville just west of Haggerty, behind Barnes
and Noble. Call 248-374-5937 for information.

WARD CHURCH

Addressing Current Issues and Ideas in American Culture

e

Preshyterian Church
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Canton shoppers scramble
for many last minute items

BY KEVIN BROWN
STAFF WRITER
. kbrown@oe.homecomm.net

Don’t call late shoppers slack-
ers.

They're just honoring a tradi-
tion as old as mistletoe and
holly, when you find them scur-
rying about for last-minute gifts
on Christmas Eve.

At 11 a.m. inside Chris’s Hall-
mark on Morton Taylor Road
south of Joy, Karen Piotrowski
of Canton was eying a shrinking
display of Christmas cards.
While she said most of her shop-
ping was done, “I have the gro-
cery shopping to finish, and I
have to get the cards for my
kids, my husband, my parents
and my grandparents, And I've
still got a tree to put up.”

Beth Combee of Canton
looked over polar-bear fig-
urines and a bookmark
inscribed with the Lord’s
Prayer, in a glass display case.
“Actually, I am all done, I'm
just trying to get something
special for my godchild,” she
said, smiling.

“I did my shopping earlier but
there’s always last-minute
things to pick up,” said blond
Peggy Powlus of Canton, wear-

Just right:
Beth Combee
of Canton
was a busy
Godmother
looking for
just the right
gift while
shopping at
Chris’ Hall-
mark on
Christmas
Eve day.

For Family Togetheme
7' or 8' Family Slate
Pool Ta

-36

° Free Equipment
* Free Installation _
Sugg. Retail $2014

or as jow as

£20/mo.

CLINTON TWP.

FLAT ROCK LIVON
8§10-792-4920

Caster Chairs
Sugg Retail

CALL TOLL FREE 1-877- FUN ASAP’ www.viscountpools.com

734-783-84060 734-261»3580

HOURS: M, T, Th & ¥ 10am-8pm; Closed Wed; Sat 10am-5pm; Sun: 11am-4pm.
*See store for financiqg info. Quaiified buyers only. Some deposit may be reqguired.

STAFF PHOTOS BY BRYAN MITCHELL

Last chance: Karen Piotrowski bf Canton looks for
some last minute Christmas card while shopping at
Chris’ Hallmark in Canton on Christmas Eve day.

ing a dark down jacket. “I'm
just going to get a little orna-
ment, maybe the Nativity;
something to remind my grand-
son of Jesus’ birth, and that’s
the reason for Christmas,” she
said. Powlus said other Christ-
mas Eve stops would include a
picture framing shop, “for some-

thing I’'m having made for my

dad.”

Store manager Sue Noland
said that while Christmas Eve
is one of their busiest days, the
day after Christmas is the busi-
est day of the year “because
everything is on sale.”

Holiday Market co-owner Lisa

Pardington said Christmas

Eve is the store’s biggest day

fick Hockey, Game Room Accessories, Neon Plctures. Shufflsboarg
G s’om Bars, Kitcher: & Bir Stools, Lamps Cue Stig

or as low as

540/ mo

FINANCING
AVAILABLE

$1172

SHELBY TWP.  WATERFORD CANTON
81 0-731 -1880  248-674-9689 734-394-5613

=

annually. “People are getting
their dinner stuff, their
hams; wine and liquor are
always a big seller. We're the
only scratch bakery in this
entire area,” she said. By
2:30 p.m. several thousand
loaves of bread had been sold.
Co-owner John Pardingtono
said that after Christmas, “I
will probably sell 4,000
pounds of shrimp, several
thousand pounds of king
crab, cocktail sauce, pallets of
champagne, cheese and
deserts. People are feasting.”

Foosball or Air Hockey

5239

PDFL10G8171 /7

Great Value
Rodney Strong 4
, ~ Wines /
Cabernet Sauvignon,
Merlot and
Chardonney

'10.9...

All of us at
Joe'’s wish
you a Happy,
Healthy,
Prosperous
and Safe
, New Year! . X

“Ttakia Vitiano Z
Umbria
Wine

1099..

.
Prices Good Through Dec 81, 2001

Let’s Celebrate!

Joe's has a wide selection of domestic &
- imported wines and champagne to enjoy
while ringing in the New Year!
33152 W, Seven Mile ¢ Livonia, MI 48152
www.joesproduce.com ¢ (248) 4'77-4333

L1o87865

Dancing champs

Danclng dandies: The Plymouth Salem Rockettes brought home a pair of first-
place finishes from the 2001 Mid-American Dance Team Championships at
Saginaw Valley State University in Saginaw earlier this month. The Rockettes
took firsts in both Varsity High Kick Division II and Varsity Dance Division
ITI. The Rockettes also received the highest points overall for the entire compe-
tition, leaving with the traveling high-point winners cup.

L
We are overstocked so we are slashing our prices. ¢4

Save hundreds or even thousands of dollars on top
quality pool tables and game room goodies!

' Hurry, Sale Ends December 31st!¥

Save $550 Save 46%

Addison by C.L. Bailey Tiburon

Solid Maple Legs, Leather
Co;ilfln;e:n%zlgf}itcfislztlzey Pockets, Beautiful Cherry Stain

Iéfetzme guarantee. One inch fmmed slate

#

Desmond Oak

Qversized rails with accessories.
Ball & Claw Legs

Lifetime guarantee.

uantities limited. antities limited. Quantities limited

Retail $3499
Sale Price

1899

Air Powered

Hockey
Made in U.S.A. » 6-Foot Table
Manuel Scorer
Retail °589
Sale Price

*329

Sale Price
1639

Save 38%
Hippo Poker Tables

Extra Large 52" diameter
Poker/dining table, Solid Oak,
Rocker/Swivel Chairs

RERE .\.(Hl[f(‘[.

Sale Price

%1449

60~mch Oak Bar

Ouk stain
with brass
foot rail.

, , Refwii 1199
Retail °2195 Sale Price

Sale Price

1345

6 months same as cash financing available

mm appor = AL LS TATIE @
3410 Washtenaw Ave.

734-677-3278

REDFORD

CBARSTOOLS & 'GA ROOM FURNITUR

L1088770
R

ONE WEEKEND - TWO EVENTS

COMPUTER SHOW || ANTIQUE SHOW
28-29-30 || DEC. 28-29-30

FR1 12-9 « SAT 10-9 « SUN 10-6
FINE COLLECTIBLES,
ANTIQUES, VINTAGE
& NOSTALGIA ITEMS |

Old & Rare Books

Victorian Period
Furniture, Pattern
Glass, Reference
Books, Porcelain,

DEC. 2

FRI 12-9 « SAT 10-9 » SUN 10-6

SAVE UP TO 70%

SOFTWARE, HARDWARE
AND ACCESSORIES

OVER
180 |
TABLES

China, Pottery,
Primitives, Silver
& Much Morel

™ WEEKEND PUBLIC MARKET
CHRISTMAS MERCHANDISE BLOWOUT!

UNDREDS C

DECORATIONS, FIGURINES, WRAPPING PAPER & MORE!
' Some Christmas Iltems Excluded - While Supplies Last!

LOCATED UNDER OUR BLUE & GREEN BIG TOP

Gibraltar " 5"

(EXIT 36)
TRADE CENTER

TAYLOR Mi
WWW.GIBRA

734-287-2000
TARTRADE.COM

Toys, Movie ltems,”

DARTS & BILLIARDS 14349 Telegraph Ry,

D
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OBITUARIES

JOHN E. DAVIDS

Services for John E. Davids,
92, of Salem Township, were
held Dec.20 at Vermeulen
Faneral Home with the Rev.
Jerry Yarnell officiating. Burial
was at United Memorial Gar-
dens in Superior Township.

Mr. Davids was born Dec. 10,
1909 in Hope, Mich. and died
Dec. 17, 2001 in Salem Town-
ship. He had lived in Salem
Township since 1968, previously
in Plymouth. He was born and
raised in Hope where he attend-
ed the Hope Baptist Church. He
was the owner and founder of

started in 1945. He did residen-

tial as well as commercial

masonry, including the brick-

work at the Forest Place Mall

and the Cozy Cafe in Plymouth.

He finally retired in 1991, at the
age of 82, after his third retire-
ment party.

Survivors include his wife, Lil-

lian M. Davids of Salem Town-

ship; daughter, Karen (Michael)
Wagner of Plymouth; sister,

Theresa Cox; and granddaugh-

ter, Melissa. Wagner of San
Francisco.

Memorial contributions may
be made to Angela Hospice,

. hOnes from page Al

MI 48154-5010. ‘
-Arrangements were made by
Vermeulen Funeral Home.

LIBRADA CABRERA
Services for Librada Cabrera,
90, of Canton were held Dec. 24

at Divine Child Catholic Church

in Dearborn with the Rev. Jeff
Day officiating. Burial was at
St. Hedwig Cemetery. ’

Mrs. Cabrera was born Sept.
15, 1911 in Mexico and died Dec.
20, 2001 in Westland.

She was preceded in death by
her husband, Joseph Cabrera;
and daughters, Maria Oliver and

Eve Bushbaker.

Survivors include sons, Jesse
Cabrera, and Joseph Cabrera;
daughters, Esther Corrigan,
Sophie Layson and Gloria Cabr-

era; 27 grandchildren; and 15

great-grandchildren.
Arrangements were made by
MecCabe Funeral Homes Canton
Chapel.
VIRGINIA A. MINAR
Services for Virginia M1nar,
71, of Canton, will be held Dec.
28 at St. John Neumann
Catholic Church with the Rev.
George Charnley officiating.

John Davids Masonry, which he
pie, Demopoulos said he found
one common thread. *

“They weren’t ready for the
demand in the new subs and
were planning to do something
after the first of the year. Sounds
like they need to move boxes
around out on the main roads.”

Central Park, a Pulte develop-
ment of $280,000 to $400,000
homes, is just east of Denton Road
between Cherry Hill and Geddes
in southwest Canton. More than
200 homes have already been built
and when all phases of the devel-
cpment are completed there will
be 530 new homes.

Jeff Buckthorpe, supervisor
manager for a medical company
and a neighbor of Demopoulos,
said he experienced similar prob-
lems.

Buckthorpe moved in on Dec.
3, but his phone service was sup-
posed to have been installed on
Nov. 30.

“Nobody showed up,” he said.
“My other phone had been dis-
connected. I finally gave them

14100 Newburg Road, Livonia,
(Ameritech) my cell phone num-
ber so they could contact me.”

On Monday, Dec. 10, a service
technician came out, Buckthorpe
said.

“He said there was a problem
with wires mismarked at the
main box along the road. He said
they could connect the wire at
the house but if the wires at the
main box at the road were misla-
beled, they didn’t know which
one was yours.”

-Buckthorpe said he had phone
service — sort of.

“People could dial my number
and it would appear to ring, then
the call would go into voice
mail,” he said. “But the phone
didn’t ring and there was no dial
tone so we couldn’t call out.”

On Saturday, Dec. 15, his
phone service was hooked up —
12 days after he moved in and 15
days after it was supposed to

" have been installed.

Demopoulos said other people
in the subdivision had. also expe-
rienced problems, with one per-

son reportedly waiting 30 days
for the service.

A lengthy process

A spokeswoman for SBC
Ameritech acknowledged that
there were some problems in get-
ting service to residents,

“Basically it’s just a case that
building a new telecommunica-
tions infrastructure is a lengthy
process,” said SBC Ameritech
spokeswoman Carolyn Wilson.
“Every construction project is
different.

“We recognize that there were
problems and we’ve been work-
ing directly with the customers.”

As of Friday, Dec. 21, Wilson
said that all customers in Cen-
tral Park who had an installa-
tion date that has come and gone
now have service.

“We've gotten the customers
up and running,” she said. “They
have dial tone.”

For those still waiting to have
their telephone service installed,
Wilson said, “We’re looking to
get everybody installed in a
timely manner.”

Both Demopoulos and Buck-
thorpe relied on cell phones
while waiting for their regular
service to be installed.

“It’s nuts,” Demopoulos said. “I
probably spent 10 to 12 hours on
a cell phone.”

Buckthorpe said his concern
was that without the regular
telephone service there was “no
911 service, no nothing.”

“Besides,” he said, “there’s
always a cost incurred when
using a cell phone. Even if
there’s no toll charges, you're
using your minutes.”

Back then ...

Buckthorpe said he had dis-
cussed his problem with his
father-in-law, who once worked
for Michigan Bell.

“He said back then when they
had a problem with mismatched
lines, they’d just put a thing in
the house that put a tone on the
line, then go to the box, find the
wires with the tone and connect
them,” Buckthorpe said.

“So when the guy finally got my
phone hooked up Saturday, guess
what he did? He put a tone on the
line, went to the box, found the
lines and connected them. Took
him probably half an hour.”

Mrs. Minar was born Nov. 2,
1930 in Detroit and died Dec. 23,
2001 in Livonia. She was a
retired school teacher from the
Livonia Public Schools in 1996,

Survivors include husband,
Jack Minar; son, John Mihar;
and daughters, Susan Monfore
and Victoria Loney; two broth-
ers; one sister; and four grand-
children.

Arrangements were made by
McCabe Funeral Home Canton
Chapel.

SALLY ANN PRESLEY ,
Services for Sally Ann Presley,
71, of Ypsilanti, were held Dec.
19 at Vermeulen Funeral Home
with the Rev. Dean Klump offici-
ating. '
Mrs. Presiey was born Feb. 27,

1930 in Detroit and died Dec. 15,
2001 in Ypsilanti. She was a.
homemaker. oo
Survivors include husband,
Bruce W. Presley of Ypsilanti;.

daughters; Kathy A. Moomey.

and Wendy M. Kruzel of Ypsi-
lanti; son, Bruce “Doug” Presley °
of Ypsilanti; sister, Carole.
(Jerry) Sweet of Plymouth; sis-.
ter, Jackie Towne of Palm.

- Beach, Fla.; grandson, Corey A. - il

Moomey; granddaughters, Kati"
A, Kruzel and Jenny R. Kruzel;
many nieces and nephews, and
two other sisters. .
Memorial contributions mayt
be made to the Hospice of:
Washtenaw, 806 Alrport Blvd.,
Ann Arbor, M1 48108.
Arrangements were made by
Vermeulen Funeral Home.

Sheldﬂn from page Al

deficiencies that drove the
seniors from the building in mid-
August were part of a “design
error, originally,” Murray said.
NCR’s representatives and
Amann spoke informally to
many of the residents last week

-at a party at the other senior

residence nearby, Canton Place.
The Christmas party was orga-
nized by Virginia Hauck, manag-
er for both facilities.

Both facilities are near Ford
and Sheldon roads.

Cindy Bastion of Canton
Township said her mom, who
was displaced in August, was
told at the meeting last week
that the building can be fixed.

“I feel sorry for all of them,”
Bastion said. “My mom is living
with us but she would like her
independence back.”

She got just hours in the way
of notice when she was forced
out, Bastion said. “My mom’s
stuff is in storage. Some of the
others are living with relatives,
and others are living in less-

than-desirable public housing,”
she said.

Bastion, who helped her mom
move out, said some first floor’
apartments had prehung steel-
framed doors that would not
shut, that plumbing backed up if .
anyone used the fourth floor
laundry, and that they were-
shoring up the community room-
with timbers the day the semors
were evacuated.

Building fixable

Higgins said independent’
analysis has told NCR the $4.4
million building can be fixed.

“I can’t tell the 56 residents.
how long this will take,” Higgins
said. “But we need to protect
ourselves, our investment and
HUD’s investment (U. S. Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban
Development).

“We believe we have bargamed
in good faith with the builder,”.
Higgins said. Higgins said they
will not blame any of the prob-
lems on Canton Township or
their building/construction
inspection process.

“My heart ig aching for these
folks,” Hauck gaid.

“But not until they can guar-
antee it is a very safe building
would 1 want these seniors to
move back. It is important to get
them back but it is more impor-
tant to be able to say this is a
very safe building,” she said.

The building is just three
years old. Seniors were evacuat-
ed on short notice in August
after roof and window unit leaks,

ds
Center

and foundation cracks, were dis-
covered. The building has been
x-rayed and support beams are

Presented by
Hands On Center For Physical Therapy

HELPING CHILDREN

There are children bom with birth
defects who 'egwre physical therapy
along with medical treatment, while
other children suffer injuries that
require physical therapy for exercises
and treatment. Pediatric physical ther-
apy promotes wellness, detects health
prablems, and uses a wide variety of
treatment techniques. Physical therapy
is sometimes confused with occupa-
tional therapy because young patients
may .require both courses of therapy
for the same injury or condition.
Whereas physical therapy deals with
pain, strength, range of motion,
endurance, and gross motor function-
ing, occupational therapy addresses
fine motor skills, visual-per ai
skills, strength, nanveskur
sory-processing deficits. thle physl-

cal therapy helps seriously injured
children regain muscular strength,
occupational therapy helps them re-
learn the coordination needed to care
for themselves.

If your child has a congenital con-
dmon, or is recovering from illness or
injury, ask your pediatrician about the
benefits of participating in physical
therapy. We prov;de the latest treat-
ments for a wide ran%e of health issues
for individuals of all ages. You'll find
the HANDS ON CENTER FOR
PHYSICAL. THERAPY conveniently,
located in Plymouth, at 470 Forest
Avenue, Suite 20. To learn more about
our medicine, please call 455-8370.
Early mormnF and evening treatment
hours avaitable.

PS. Physical therapists use heat, cold, exercise, electrical stimulation, massage, and

ultrasound to treat both adults and children.
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570 South Main Street * Plymouth * (734) 455-1100
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‘entertainment
centers

home office

- lighting

- accessoties

| * area rugs

pictures

OPTION

(left) Mission Arts

Entertaining ldeas
from ° .

THE PERFECT PLACE FOR TOFS FOR PLAY AND TOfS FOR DISPLAY,

mstp. $2985. Sale $1499.

Plus...choose your bonus option.

Your invited to our Holiday Bonus & Clearance Sale featunng
pre-wmter sale savmgs and your choxce of bonus savings.

(right) Bndge Hamptqn o
msrp. $3285. Sale $1 599,

Plus...choose. yqu“:tb(‘qnus op{gqn,

Retro Ve queen size. msrp. $1560. Sale $849.
" Plus...choose your bonus option.

HURRY IN! FOR A
BECAUSE YOUR HOME DESERVES THE BEST.

M Jaaghln k.

HOME FURNISHINGS

NOVI: 248.344.2551 « 42200 Grand River {5 blks. East of Novi Road)
 SOUTHGATE: 734.285.5454 - 14405 Dix (2 blks. North of Eurcka Road)

*See store for detals, A discounts are off merp, Previous sales may not have boen ab those prices. With depasit and agproved cradit Hay rot be uwé in conjuncton with any athwr offee. ﬂ

hollow, Higgins said earlier.
NCR has spent about $250,000
so far, mostly for housing and.
feeding the seniors until
arrangements could be made.
They have been reimbursed
about $66,000 by HUD and
about $50,000 by the builder to
date.

National Church Residences is
a not-for-profit company that
operates 215 housing facilities
all over the country. They just
recently received HUD funds
totaling $18.5 million to bulld
ﬁve more.

CANTON 6

Ford Rd 1Mile W, of 1-27‘5 1734) i

$5.00I(Idsallshowa 981-1900

$8.50 DAILY Matinees til 4pm & Seniors
) 8.75 Students & Late Show Fri & Sat

$7.00 Evenings Mon -Thurs JEFHERIH I I
DIGITAL STERED .}

Unlimited Free Drink & .25¢ Corn Refllls

Deluxe Air Hockey Table:

WILL SMITH |
LTI

SHOWTIMES 12/27
< ALR)
12:10, 3:20, 6:45, 9:50
& XATE & LEOPOLD (PG-13)

11:19, 1:10, 3:10, 5:10, 7:05, 9:00
& THE MAJESTIC (PG)

12:30, 3:30, £:36, 9:40

0 I.OBB OF IllE muss (PG-13)

- m’s Elim (PG-13) 7:10, 9:20
L JHARRY Pﬂﬂiﬁ AND THE SORCERER'S STNE

A8 AUSHERGANNNRASNANRNEaARCDEENSN
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AerOtrOPOI is fr_fom éage Al

south by I-94 and east of I-275
by Pennsylvania.

* The project began is 1998
when the three communities
around Metro approached the
planning consultants about a
land-use proposal that took
advantage of their proximity to
Metro while also protecting the
residential areas. McKenna did a
separate project for Van Buren
Township for development
around Willow Run.

The proposals, which include
road projects, consistent zoning
plans and buffers for residential
areas, will now go to the com-
munities for consideration.

Accessibility is key

Kasarda, who has written -

extensively on aviation and air-
port logistics, will focus his
attentions on marketing the
“aerotropolis” concept and identi-
fying potential developers.
Kasarda said airports have
become essential to the way the
world does business.
- “It is not location that is so
critical, we used to talk in com-

mercial real estate of the three

L’s location, location, location,”
Kasarda said. “The three L’s
have been replaced by the three
A’s, accessibility, accessibility,
accessibility, where time-cost
access to the alrport is really the
driving factor.”

Kasarda said that airport driv-
en development marks a fifth
wave in the history of trans-
portation.

“Changes in transportation
infrastructure have always
shaped business location and
urban development,” he said.

‘Development has built up
-around seaports, river towns and
rail terminuses. In the latter
part of the 20th century, the
development of the highway sys-
tem led to a mass decentraliza-
tion. But the advent of global
business, e-commerce and
‘advanced communications have
now made airports the linchpin
of development.

Speed and agility

Kasarda said the current
recession, including the decline
in air traffic, is only a cyclical

Final TAG
meeting is
Jan. 9 at
Miller

The Plymouth-Canton Com-
munity Schools will screen stu-
dents for admission to the Tal-
ented and Gifted Program for
the 2002-2003 school year.
~There is an informational
meetings regarding the TAG
Program scheduled for Jan. 9 at
7 p.m. in the Miller School gym.

event and that things will turn
around in a short time. For mod-
ern business, speed is the deter-
mining factor of development.
Business needs air transport.
“There is one law, the fastest
will be the fittest,” Kasarda said.
Another key factor is agility,

the ability to adapt quickly and

meet the demands of customers
in a short time. He said cus-
tomers are willing to-pay a little
more to get what they want more
quickly.

The growth of the Internet is
also pushing the growth of air-
ports..

“E-commerce will change

everything, it already is,” Kasar- -

da said. “Don’t confuge the death

“of dot-com companies with the

death of e-commerce. Any time a
new business or process arises
there is a massive shakeout ...
and that’s healthy.”

Communities have started to
rise around international air-
ports to take advantage of these
new business realities, Kasarda
said. The need for speed is driv-
ing development. '

These developments have
included corporate headquarters,
warehouses for catalog compa-
nies, cold storage facilities for

_fresh food, high-tech. companies

that need to move software

quickly, luxury hotels and
resorts to cater.to the business

traveler and high»end shopping -

malls and mass’ tfransit feedmg
into the airport.

Gem in the rough

Kasarda said Los Angeles
International Airport is respon-
sible for 400,000 jobs and gener-
ates $60 billion in business
annually.

Amsterdam’s Schiphol airport
has become a city onto itself with
a major shopping center, office
buildings, warehouses and light
industry all built around access

to the airport and employing
52,000 people.

Similar developments have
arisen near Paris, Sao Paulo,
Hong Kong, Dallas-Fort Worth
and other cities.

“You’re going to see this in

Detroit, the only question is

whether it will be in 2010 or
2020,” Kasarda said.

Considering Detroit’s strategic
location, Kasarda said, develop-
ment has been lagging. He said
the combination of the two air-
ports gives Detroit a gem in the
rough for major development.

“If you look at Detroit Metro,
and you’re talking about speed

1

and agility, it’s amazing you
haven’t taken advantage of this,”
Kasarda said. “Drive around
this airport it’s horrible, you
haven’t even come close to what
your potential is.”

Sean Brosnan, dlrector of W11-
low Run Airport, said he’s excit-

‘ed by the prospects outhned by

Kasarda.
“This is the kmd of econonuc
development stimulus we have

" been talking about for years, We '

can develop a synergy between "
the two airports to be at the:
crest of new economic develop-
ment,” Brosnan said.

CHILDREN'S.

50‘600/0 OFF Choose from a
great selection of sweaters for men, women
and children. Reg. 20.00-54.00, sale

10.00-27.00. N MEN'S, LADIES' SPORTSWEAR AND

] 50 0/0 OFF Save on a great

AFTERCHRISTMAS

GOING ON NOW!

25-60% OFF STOREWIDE

SAVINGS AND STYLE ALL IN TIME FOR 2002,

MEN’S STOCK UP SALE

SAL.E 3499 Great selection
of men's designer denim jeans.
Reg. 48.00-58.00. mmens.

Y

roe

"SALE 19.99 cui zicors

selection of outerwear for men, women and
children from Kenneth Cole, Marc New York,
Perry Ellis, London Fog and many more.
Reg. 95.00-650.00, sale 47.50-325.00.
IN COATS. EXCLUDES DONALD J PLINER.

bracelets set in 18k gold over sterling silver.
Reg. 60.00. NACCESSORES.

Test scores and available space
will determine placement in the
TAG program.

The TAG department screens
all distriet third-graders when
they take the Cognitive Abilities
Test in January.

Parents of third-graders eligi-
ble for further screening will be
contacted by mail. Parents of
'second-, fourth- and fifth-graders
need to contact their school office
for a nomination form (forms are
available at all school offices).
Parents of sixth- and seventh-
graders need to-contact their
middle school office for a nomi-
nation form.

" Second-grade nomination

forms need to be returned to the

building principal by Jan. 11,

2002. Fourth- and fifth-grade

nomination forms need to be
~ returned to the building prinei-
i pal by Jan. 81, 2002. Sixth- and
seventh-grade nomination fornds
need to be returned to your /
school counselor by Jan. 31,
2002.

Nominated second-graders will
take the Cognitive Abilities Test
at their school at the same time :
the test is given to district third- ‘
graders. For fourth- through
seventh-graders, the TAG
department will look at prevmus
testing.
© - If you are a district resident
and your child attends pmvate
school, you may pick up a nomi-
nation form at your nearest pub-
lic elementary school (for grades
2-5) or middle school (for grades
6 and 7) office. X

" If you need additional informa-=
t’ion, call the TAG office at (734)
416-4867.

. Men's famous-maker and Preswick & Moore dress shirts. Reg. 39.50-59.50, sale 29.99
& 39.99. IN MEN'S. AVAILABLE AT SELECTED STORES. SELECTION VARIES BY STORE.

30-40% OFF UNDERWEAR AND SOCKS

Men's underwear and socks from Preswick & Moore and Champion. Reg. 9.00-20.00,
sale 5.40-14.00. N MEN'S FURNISHINGS.

SALE 24.99-29.99
Assorted junior denim jeans. Reg. 38.00-

44,00.1N JUNIORS. SELECTION VARIES BY STORE. NOT ke o
AVAILABLE AT PHIPPS PLAZA. ’ _ :

EXTRA 40% OFF

savings on red-lined clearance shoes from
Donald J Pliner, Cole Haan, Via Spiga,
Brighton, Enzo Angiotini; Bebe and many
more. Orig. 69.00-145,00; sale 38.99-86.99,

now 23.99-52.19. N WOMEN'S SHOES. |
EASY SPIRIT GET FIT SALE GOING ON NOW!

(AE YOU'RE SOMEBODY SPECIAL

CALL 300424-8185 TO ORDER ANYTIME STORE HOURS: Laurel Park Place (953-7500) open Sun. 8-9, Mon, 8-5, closed Tues., Wed. 7-9, Thurs.-Sat. 10-9. FOR- INFORMATION caﬂ 953-7500.
CHARGE IT: Parisian Credit Card, MasterCard, Visa, the American Express® Card or Discover®,
LOCATED AT LAUREL PARK PLACE IN LIVONIA, CORNER OF NEWBURGH ROAD AND $IX MILE ROAD (TAKE THE SIX MILE ROAD EXIT OFF INTERSTATE 275}
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Leglslature helps itself,
we’ll just have to wait

It would be difficult to review the
actions of the Michigan state Legislature
this past year without sounding pretty
cynical.

The year 2001 was not a productive
time in Lansing — at least not for Michi-
gan residents.

. Elected officials made out all right
however. , )

Senators and representatives started
out the year with those nice big pay rais-
es, 36 percent. Even though it was pretty
clear by January that the economy was
headed south for a while, lawmakers
couldn’t find a way to bring the State
Officers Compensation Commission rec-
ommendations to a vote in the Senate.

By year’s end of course, the budget was
getting trimmmed, lawmakers had to get 5
percent out of the budget in the fall to
avoid an executive order cut that would
have simply chopped that much off the
spending plan across the board, and more
is expected to come out when they start
up their session again after the turn of
the year. There remain old budget issues
that lawmakers have not resolved, like
the Durant lawsuits and fully funding
special education.

Of course, by the end of 2001, lawmak-
-ers had fixed that SOCC pay setting sys-
tem. They voted for a senate resolution to
put a constitutional amendment on the
ballot, for the approval of voters, a
change in the SOCC they say will bring
more accountability in the legislature for
pay raises ... which will take effect after
the vast majority of sitting senators have
left office.

Let’s ses ... what else did they accom-

B0k veu. et ug
The once-a-decade process of redrawing
legislative district boundaries according
the latest census counts might not rank
high on the list of priorities for the aver-
age resident, but it dominated the politi-
cal landscape in Lansing for a significant
portion of the year.

In the end, pundits largely agree, it
was not the Repubhcan gerrymander
they'd feared given the GOP’s domlnance
in the legislature and the governor s
office.

But the key point was that it got set-
tled, giving politicos plenty of time to lay
their election plans for coming runoffs in
the fall of 2002 and the GOP will main-
tain its majority.

Citizens’ concerns?

In the meantime, issues common citi-
zens might care a little more about,
issues that were said to be top priorities
for lawmakers at the beginning of 2001,
for all intents and purposes had fallen off
virtually every political radar screen in
Lansing by year'send.

A good example is the issue of failing
schools. Readers will recall the vote on
vouchers on the statewide ballot a year
ago last fall. The issue revolved largely
around a small number of urban, inner
city schools that don’t seem to be giving
their students a very good educational.
program.

At the start of 2001, House Republican
leaders held a press conference to outline

il 1‘(11

their agenda for education. They wanted
to put together special teams of educa-
tors and administrators who could be
sent to low performing school districts to
figure out what could be done to turn
them around. Education “swat teams” is
what the chair of the House Education
Committee called them.

By the end of the spring, senators had
sent the House a bill that looked a lot
like that. To date, no action has been
taken.

High-tech agenda

Technology and the economy were high
on the state's agenda for the year. Gov.
John Engler made that clear in his state
of the state address early in 2001. He
had two things in particular on his mind,

the so called “streamlined sales tax” — a |

plan that would essentially allow the
state to collect taxes on items sold across
the Internet — and bringing broadband to
the majority of the state so residents and
businesses here could universally get
high speed access.

There are a lot of pros and cons to the
sales tax issue. Analysts differ on its like-
ly effect on the economy. It should be
more fair to bricks and mortar business-
es, but high tech companies might not
find the state quite as attractive.

What cannot be argued is that it will
increase tax revenue. The bill got passed
handily and rather quickly.

The governor’s broadband proposals
weren’t even introduced until year’s end.
Readers may be starting to see a pattern
hﬂre

l ' "11 AT l\k !".‘ZU!TE :."
in the electiocns process in I iouda durmg
last year’s presidential race that kept us
guessing for a month whe the next presi-
dent would be.

That put elections reform at the top of
many politicos’ agendas, and lawmakers
spent many hours in committee hearings
and meetings taking input on what can
be done to improve Michigan’s voting sys-
tems, Turns out state balloting is in pret-
ty good shape overall, but there could be
improvements.

What did lawmakers do, they ehmlnat-
ed straight party voting? That was an
idea that had never surfaced in hearings.
No voter had complained to committees
that straight party balloting was some-
how a problem. Sponsors said the elimi-
nation would force voters to pay closer
attention to their ballots. So somehow,
the emphasis of election reform shifted
from making it easier to count voters’
ballots to purposely making it more diffi-
cult for voters because it’s “good” for
them. _

In reality it’s a purely partisan move
likely to help Republicans, who tend to
split their tickets anyway, and hurt
Democrats who often cast ballots in those
crowded, backed up precincts in central
city areas.

It has not been a productive year for
state residents, but we would urge law-
makers to get back to the people’s agenda
when they return to action in coming
year.

At

‘We'll take a cup of kindness

We are many miles away from the guns

of Afghanistan. -

In journalism classes the term
“Afghanistanism” is used derisively to
mock those lazy, pretentious newspapers
that devote great space to analyzing
problems in faraway places while ignor-
ing the life going on right under their
noses.

But suddenly Afghanistan isn’t so dis-
tant. American forces are there. Sons,
daughters, husbands and wives, some
from our own communities, are wrapping
up a war in a place that seems to have

remained unchanged since biblical days, -

except for the ever present kalishnikovs
glung over the shoulders of prematurely
aged young men.

The world’s problems have become our
problems. Millions of people have been
left homeless, hungry, fearful and sick by
terrorism and war in Afghanistan, the

Middle East and central Africa. Families -

once whole have been torn asunder by
the heedless insanity of fanaticism. Men
and women who had been riding the
crest of an unprecedented prosperity now
find themselves unemployed with few
ospects for the near future.

Very few of us have been left unhurt by

this awful year. Even before Sept. 11,

there was uneasiness. The economy was-

aiready tanking. A new president took
office in a disputed election with not even
a plurality of the vote. The situation in
the Middle East was breaking down.

Sept. 11, a date now seared in our
memory forever, shook our confidence
because it brought the world’s horrors
home. For many New York City was also
a distant place — a cold, fast, heartless
city unlike the rest of America. But in
the face of great tragedy it proved to be
the very heart of America.

So we are not sad to see 2001 go.

Next week we will end this year as we
usually do by turning again to the bitter-
sweet words of Bobby Burns set to a sad,
well-aged Scottish air, Auld Lang Syne.

- And ther’s a hand, my trusty friend,
And gie’s a hand o’ thine;
We’ll tak’ a cup o’ kindness yet,
For auld lang syne.
For auld lang syne, my dear,
For auld lang syne,
We’'ll tak’ a cup o’ kindness yet,
For auld lang syne.

We can only hope and go on.

observeran deccentric.com-

GOOD
RIDDANCE!
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B Tonda speed, too

I am a crossing guard at Tonda Ele-
mentary School in the Plymouth-Can-
ton school district. I would like to
respond to the front page article on
11/29/01. It stated that Dodson Ele-
mentary School is located on two roads
with a 45 mile per hour speed limit
and that “normally the county posts
blinking 25 mile per hour school zone
signs to slow traffic.” Tonda Elemen-
tary has been open for several years on
busy Warren Road (which also has a
speed limit of 45) with no special
school zone speed limit.

We have been working fervently to
get this speed lowered. I was told that
Wayne County wanted me to count the
nuniber of children crossing Warren
Road. Icounted 180 per day, but that
varies from day to day. The principal,
Mr. Belvitch, is taking all the neces-
aary ‘;tepc to change this, bu* 50 far te
nu avail, The parents alsc have been
working hard to change ‘chls dangerous
situation. I don’t see why parents
have to fight for something that should
be, but obviously isn’t “normal” proce-
dure.

I have been a crossing guard for 10
years and take my job very seriously.
It troubles me to see such disregard for
the safety of cur children.

Deanna Call
Tonda crossing guard

B No dirty tricks

It has been nearly a year since my
first and only meeting with Superin-
tendent Kathleen Booher and then-
school board president, Dar Watts. I
had asked for this meeting to discuss
concerns about the district budget
process and financial health. Since
that time, I have continued to be con-
cerned about the fiscal health of the
district and the involvement of stake-
holders and citizens in the district's
processes.

As a result of this open, public con-
cern and critique my famlly and I have
been subjected to a series of very per-
sonal innuendo and rumors, carefully
directed only at “a former board mem-
ber” or “former board president” rather
than by name.

As both Superintendent Booher and
current board pres1dent Liz Givens
have been vocal in their criticism of
me, again through inference and innu-
endo at school forums where I was not -
present, I wanted to provide you with
some facts surroundmg some of their
comments.

After being told by both that my
financial concerns were unfounded,
since there were “lots of things going
on behind the scenes to address these
concerns,” I submitted my first Free-
dom of Information Act (FOIA) request
to see what was going on “behind the
scenes.” After reviewing minutes of |
the superintendent's, staff meetings,
Core Team meetings and e-mail corre-
spondence, I found almost no discus-
sion of financial i issues, let alone any
“behind the scenes solutlons to these
problems.

1 did, however, find one interesting

¢-mail from then-board president Sue
Davis to members of the board in
response to a board member’s concern
about communicating by e-mail. As ™
part of her response, Davis told board
members that, “She (Superintendent
Booher) also reported that e-mail can
be requested under FOIA, but that it -
is prudent to dispose of messages peri-
odically...

Iwas stunned the board and super-
intendent would be discussing the dis-

. posal of documents that could be ¢on-

sidered as a part of a legal FOIA :

request. I began to be concerned about
both the lack of financial processes
and this apparent attempt to keep cer-

‘tain issues from being part of the pub-

lic record.

For these reasons I requested anoth-
er meeting with the superintendent
and was told, in writing, she would not
meet with me and that I should
address my concerns through other
‘channels provided to citizens. My con-
tinued concern over our ever worsen-
ing financial sifuation and this direc-
tive to take my concerns to other chan-
nels prompted a number of comments
during the citizen's portion of board
meetings regarding fiscal issues and
citizen involvement in district process-
es. These concerns included the
apparent disbanding of the Citizen’s
Finance Committee at a time when it
appears to be most needed and the
unilateral changes in the hiring
process ordered by the Superinten-
dent, in spite of the fact that a sinke
holder committee Dr. Booher had cre
ated recommended no significant
changes to the hiring process.

Following these revelations, I sub-
mitted my second FOIA request
regarding the meeting minutes and
membership of the citizen’s commit-
tees. This FOIA confirmed the lack of
a Citizen's Finance Committee and the

- extremely limited activities of the

Long Range Planning Committee over
the last 18 months.

I have submitted two legal FOIA
requests and made public comments at
board meetings. Ihave also been pub-
licly concerned about our district's
financial health in letters to the editor
and conversations with several news-
papers. Through all of these concerns
1 have focused exclusively on issues
and never attacked any individual.

There have been no “dirty tricks” or

~“conspiracies” as has been indirectly

alleged.  Just fact based, data driven
concerns. For these concerns, I have
been attacked by Board members and

_school personnel, never by name, but

by inference and innuendo.

After all of these attempts to redi-
rect my concerns into a personal
attack on me, our district is still pro-
jecting a deficit, by its own figures, of
over $1.5 million for the 2002-03

school year as we attempt to open our

new high school. This deficit is pro-

Jjected even after a larger than project-

ed revenue was realized during the
current school year. .

If you have any questions about my
concerns or wish to debate the issues,
everyone knows who I am and where
to find me. I have made no secret of
my identity or concerns. No need to
continue the references to “former

. board member” or any other alias. My
concerns will continue to be open, hon- ,
-est and public.

Mark Horvath,
Canton

M True Christmas

I would like to comment on the arti-
cle by Susan Noguera concerning the
“true meaning of the holiday season.”

(Other Voices, Dec 13, page
A9...Don’t let technology...) Christmas
dominates her article, but even if we
consider Hanukah, my point remains
the same. Nowhere in her article
about the “true meaning” of Christmas
does she mention Jesus, or any other
reference to God!

For the record, Christmas celebrates
the birth of Jesus. Put another way, it
celebrates that incredible moment
when God saw fit to join us and
become man. Even the Jewish cele-
bration of Hanukah is one centered on

. the hope and promise that God gave

the Hebrew nation. Isn’t this remark-
able enough?

Do we truly need the comparison to
the Sept. 11 massacres to make the
point that this is a special time?

Ms. Noguera correctly points out

. some of the activities that we should

avoid and some that we should engage
in, Not once, however, does she men-
tion why. A small criticism some
might say because what the article is
saying is “good” and we need to hear
its message. .

Consider this, though, the message
is not from the “holiday season” nor is
it from the articles author. The mes-
sage is from an infant brought into our
world 2000 years ago. Without that
baby there is no message, no “holiday
season” and no Christmas.

I have no doubt that the author
intended no slight and no disrespect. I
felt compelled to write, however,
becauss the systemati( elimination of
{ i drom Thyistmas 72 wrong -
whether intentional or not. In our
time of diversity at any cost isn't there
room for the customs and beliefs of 85
percent of the population?

This Dec. 25th I suggest that when
you “lock into your heart and find the
true meaning of Christmas” that you
will see the baby Jesus in a manger If
you are a Christian you will recognize
Him as the Savior. If you dre not,
than please accept that this is a spe-
cial holiday for us. It does not dimin-
ish or ridicule your beliefs. It stands
for ours. It is the true meaning of the
Christmas season.

John Vena,
Canton

Il Not-so-new -Geréido

It did look for awhile that Fox News
media personality Geraldo Rivera had
shed his skin of shame.

Thirty years pitching what he
believed to be the benefits of a long ago
discredited liberal socialist economic
system, and boasting, bragging, very
much puffed up relating his many con-
quests of the ladies fair.

He seemed to many fo be the great
patriot, bold and brave, true blue to
his Country. Maybe he someday will
be able to explam away the difficulties
he is experiencing with the truth in
reporting from Afghanistan. I liked
the new Geraldo Rivera, one I thought
might have experienced a rebirth and
discovered what many of us know to be
glorious and good about our nation.

His earlier burdens may be con-
tributing to his difficulties with trymg
to play the game straight.

Neil Geedbred
Livonia

Share your opinions

We welcome your letters to the
editor. Please include your name,
address and phone number for
verification. We ask that your letters
be 400 words or less. We may edit
for clarity, space and content.

Mail:

Letters to the Editor
Yedd Schneider
Canton Observer
794 South Main
Plyn\louth, Mi 48170

E-Mail:
tschnelder@oe.homecomm.net

Fax:
734-459-4224



mailto:tschnelder@oe.homecomm.net

Phil Power

What could be the siﬁgle largesf economic
development project in Michigan history has been
sﬂ;tmg there, right under our nose.

Some time early next year, the new termmal
and runways at Wayne County Detroit Metropoli-
tan Airport will go into service, making it one of
the premiere passenger hubs in the world.

Already renovated, Willow Run Airport, just 12
miles to the east, ranks third in the nation in’

freight traffic. Link them together by a ring road
system based on I-94 to the south and Ecorse

Road to the north, and you have a potential eco-

nomic development district encompassing some-
thing like 25,000 acres.

Professor John Kasarda, director of the Kenan
Institute of Private Enterprise at the University
of North Carolina and s world authority on air-
port-driven economic development, has a term for
what might happen: an “aerotropolis,” an emerg-
ing new urban form arising from the competitive
advantage that comes from air-based passenger
and freight transportation.

Kasarda has just signed a consulting contract
with Wayne County to help define and market
the development potential of the idea. At a meet-
ing last week, Kasarda argued “airports will
drive economic development in the 21st century,
as much as highways drove it in the 20th centu-
ry, railroads in the 19th century and seaports in
the 18th century.

“Nowhere in the world have I seen anything
like the potential Wayne County Metro and Wil-
low Run Airport have if they're put together
right. Right now, the two airports aren’t lever-
aged together, but ultimately this will happen.
The only question is whether it’s in 2010 or
2020,” Kasarda concluded.

Communities have already started to grow
around international airports to take account of
the need for agility and speed in a globalizing
business environment. Kasarda pointed to Los
Angeles International Airport, responsible for
400,000 jobs and generating $60 billion in busi-
ness annually., He also cited Amsterdam’s
Schiphol airport, virtually a city unto itself.

Work is already under way to bring this dream
to reality, at least around Detroit Metro. To the
south, Pinnacle Aeropark, a 1,800 acre develop-
ment m Romulus and Hurcn Towr\sbm 1ﬂ bemg
affice . commercial and g
tech Lzmuatriai deveiopment, plus hotels and an
18-hole golf course. Wayne County, Romulus,
Taylor and Huron Township have contracted
with the planning firm, McKenna Associates, to
draw up a master plan for a ring road system
around Detroit Metro.

But there’s a lot more to be done to turn the

nr wh oAbt

sale in Detroit.
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OTHER OPINIONS

Mike Malott

I think we can all take great pride in the way
our country has done its best to preserve rights
in the wake of the Sept. 11 attacks. As a society,

. we've spent a lot of time and effort to make sure

rights are not trampled in the rush to respond to
terrorists.

Shouldn’t we avoid racial profiling of Arab
Americans? Just how quickly should we eject
from our country visitors whose visas and green
cards have expired? And should we try suspected

terrorists in military tnbunals, closed to the pub-

lic, when our custom in this country is to keep
the courts open?

Of course, we understand that a large part of
what motivated the terrorists to strike in the
first place was that we have such rights. In the
country where they ran things, rights quite liter-
ally were a foreign concept.

But don’t you find it interesting that there was
a lot less angst about rights the last time we suf-
fered through a shocking news event. I'm refer-
ring to the series of school shootings that culmi-
nated in the incident at Columbine High in Col-
orado.

In that case, it was our own kids’ rights that
were in danger of being trampled. Those who did
speak up at the time were largely ignored
because the greater concern was for “the safety of
the children”

The legacy from that time is the zero-tolerance
discipline policies that we've adopted in schools
state wide and in state law, and the growing
number of expulsions of students occurrmg as a
result of it.

A recent look at zero-tolerance by the Mackinac
Center for Public Policy, as part of its Michigan
Education Report, concludes there are a growing
number of people who are rethinking the idea.
Zero-tolerance policy is “sometimes contrary fo
basic judicial norms like individualized consider-

ation and punishment under civil law,” the cen-
. ter’s report concludes. It can be inflexible and

unfair.

Further, it may be creating an entirely new
segment of youngsters in need of alternative edu-
cation. Even though they are tossed out of regu-
lar classrooms, they still need to get a basic edu-
cation. At present, Michigan’s law requiring zero-
tolerance policies in school districts does not
require that alternative education be provided for
those youngsters.

Y et srearding To epartment of Education
some 1,200 students are being bocted cut the
door statewide each year.

Numbers from Oakland schools show an
increase in expulsions since zero-tolerance poli-
cies went into effect. The Mackinac Center
reports 79 Oakland students were expelled in the
1999-2000 school year, but only 85 were ousted in

the i1

- *AT7

Thursday, December 27 2001 ‘

‘Zero tolerance
criticized as
inflexible, unfair

the three year penod Just before zero tolerance
policies took effect in Oakland County -

A recent look at zero-tolerance by the
Mackinac Center for Public Policy, as
part of its Michigan Education
Report, concludes there are a-
growing number of people who are
rethinking the idea. (It) is

‘sometimes contrary to basic judicial -

norms like individualized

consideration and punishment under .

civil Iaw.

Some of the individual cases that have come up °
raise the question of whether zero-tolerance poli-
cies are too harsh. You'll remember the contro- -

" versy in Holt when the district expelled a high *

school senior for wearing a “small ceremonial '1
blade” as part of traditional Scottish dress to his -
prom. Only about a year earlier a Livonia 13- "
year-old was expelled for carrying a small sou-
venir baseball bat to school. Yes, he was carrying
it for protection — he’d been beaten up by an *
older boy — but we are talking about an error in
judgment on the part of a 13-year-old. - #

According the Mackinac Center, zero-tolerance <~ =
is now being apphed to behavior that does not™
involve carrying weapons. A Mt. Pleasant stu- *
dent was recently suspended for a parody of the ™
school’s tardiness policy, the center reports. ’

But rights really weren’t given much consider- *’
ation when those policies were being debated. 1+
remember at the time watching one political com-
mentator, usually a civil libertarian, pronounce
on national television that “students don’t have
rights” because they’re minors.

Of course, there’s a flaw in that thinking. One -
of the goals of our schools is to prepare children
to participate in our democratic society. We all -
understand that youngsters can’t be expected to |
know calculus if they are never taught it. So how '
is it that we expect students to suddenly under-
stand their rights and exercise them responsibly
when they reach adulthood if weve treated them
as it they nave no rignts for the first 18 years of
their lives?

Mike Malott reports on the local implica-
tions of state and regional events. He can be
reached by phone at (810) 227-0171 or by e- _
mail at mmalott@homecomm.net. ‘
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15 oz. Regular,
Peanut Butter

ENERGIZER
BATTERIES

8-Pack “AA” or “AAA” Batteries

HAMILTON EGGS

Extra Large

NEW YEAR'S EVE

PARTY GOODS
AND FAVORS

Special Assortment

CRUNCH
CEREAL

or Crunch Berries

MELODY FARMS
MILK

187

SWANSON
BROTH

32 oz. Chicken or

BUDWEISER OR
BUD LIGHT BEER

24 Pack 12 oz. Cans

PLANTERS
NUTS

13.8 oz. Bonus Size
Lightly Salted
Mixed Nuts

20 oz. Bonus Size .

Cocktail Peanuts -

KODAK |
FUNSAVER CAMERA

With Flash. 27 Exposure.

L HOLIDAY HOURS
&y, L»n.ﬁf.\MﬂEW 24

IV YEAR'S BYE
OPEN 9 AM.TOG PM. |
(PHARMACY OPEN 8 AM. TO 6 PM.)

PAY, SANUARY ¢

%\Eﬁ‘k‘xf YEAR'S DAY .
OPEN 10 AM. TO & PM. .
CALL STORE FOR PHARMACY HOURS

PAPER TOWELS

Single Roll

NYQUIL OR

NYQUIL COUGH

10 oz. Original or Cherry Flavor

Prices effective thru January 6, 2001

~1~ We reserve the right to limit quantities. No sales to dealers.

DEARBORN
22200 Michi ’ﬂan Ave,
Dearborn,
313-562-4200 « 582-5770 Rx

ROSEVILLE
30777 Gratiot Ave.
Rosavilie, M| 48066
810-286-3311 » 296-2440 Ax

FERNDALE
280 W, Nine Mile Rd.
Ferndate, Ml 48220
248-547-4190 » 547-7222 Rx

LINCOLN PARK
Seavs Linceln Park

X Ave.
Llncoin Park Mi 48146
313-383-1700 + 383-3714 Rx

ROCHESTER HILLS
Wmﬁhes&er Mail

260 Rd.
aochesm Fillis, M 48307
248-851-6896 » 651-6993 Rx

ROYAL OAK
31157 Woodward Ave.
Ro al Oak, M 48073
-7680 * 549-7692 Rx

FIELD P
Mia Southﬂeld Rd.

WARREN
27630 Van ke
Warren 093

-573-3506 . s73~ms Ax

TOWER CENTER
at M-59 & Airport Rd,
5975 nghiand fRd.
Waterlord, Mi 48327
243-618-7351 *618-7352 Rx
TAYLOR
Near Wick Rd,
9761 Telegraph Rd.

Tagor, 1 48180
313-292-9740 * 292-9750 Bx




’Waterford weaver Mary Horn-
ing exhibits basketry in the
Midwest Surface Design show
in the Fine Arts Gallery at the
Livonia Civic Center Library,
32700 Five Mile, east of
Farmington Road.

September Productions pre-
sents a whimsical version of
the Grimm’s fairy tale “The

2:30 p.m. at the Anderson The-
ater in Henry Ford Museum,
20900 Oakwood Boulevard,
Dearborn. Tickets are $6, call
(313) 271-1620.

The Theater Guild of Livonia-
Redford presents the children’s
musical Babes in Toyland at 2
| p.m. through Dec. 29, at the
theater, 15138 Beech Daly

' Redford. For ticket prices and

- times, call (313) 531-0554.

R et . N

Adventures-of the Frog Prince”

Fiddlin’ around: Seamus
Connolly joins perform-
ers at the Crossroads
Ceili celebration.

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN

STAFF WRITER
ichomin@oe.homecomm.net

It’s been a few years since Sea-
mus Connolly used to go from door to
door playing his fiddle and singing on
the day after Christmas. In Ireland,
young and old alike celebrated St.
Stephen’s Day with music and a form
of begging.
“They call it Wren’s Day. It’s like
irwk or frentmg sald (“nmml]v 8

b‘id(iie CLAMmGIcaship and treelk
the Irish Stuches program at Boston
College. “People go out all dressed up
singing “The wren, the wren, the king
of all birds’ and kill the bird. It was a
pagan tradition. They don’t kill the
bird anymore but they continue the
tradition in Dublin by giving the
money they collect to charity. It’s a
great tradition.

“I remember at night older musi-
cians would go into my grandmother’s
kitchen and they’d dance around the
kitchen and she’d give them lots of
money. Even today, they still say ‘are
you going out to hunt the wren.”

Connolly won’t be going out to hunt
wren after Christmas though. After
moving to the Boston area from Ire-
land in 1972, he found the Irish who'd
come over ahead of him dropped the
tradition in their new country.
Instead they gathered for ceilis, play-
ing music and dancing all night long.
Connolly, who usually just spent a
quiet evening at home, never took
part but that's about to change. This

year he’ll leave the comforts of a cozy
fire to join friend Mick Gavin and a
flock of Celtic musicians and dancers

Saturday-Sunday, Dec. 29-30 at The
‘Ark in Ann Arbor. The two originally

met as teenagers in Ireland where
they played together. Off and on
through the years, they've continued
to join their fiddles to rekindle the
sounds of their homeland. The two
reunite again for the Crossroads Ceili
at The Ark.

counury among *hez’:‘ (J}"‘}: ‘® sons
Sean and Mike, Marty Somberg, Ter-
rence McKinney, Colleen Burke,
Colleen Shanks, Celtic pianist Bar-
bara MacDonald Magone, and the
MacNeil Brothers from Nova Scotia.
The brothers capture the Scottish
sound of Cape Breton with their
pipes, piano and fiddle. Day-long
workshops with Connolly and Magone
precede the Crossroads Ceili.

“We'll play a lot of music from old
Sligo fiddlers who were in New York
in the 1920s,” said Gavin who teaches
the art of Irish fiddling in his Redford
home. “I think this is a great opportu-
mty for us to bring him here. Seamus
is a heavyweight in Irish music like
Paddy Maloney of The Chieftains. If
not for them, youw'd n ever had shows
like Riverdance.”

That’s something Erin Quinn does-

't like to hear. A member of River-
dance’s Flying Squad, she travels
around the country to pursue her pas-
sion of creating percussion with her

High step-
per: Erin
Quinn kicks
up her heels
for a Celtic
celebration
at The Ark
inAnn
Arbor.

soft and harél shoes. Quinn studied at

the Michael O’ Hare School of Irish
Dance in>Birmingham and at his ,
brother Tim’s dance school in West- o
land even though she grew up in Bat-
tle Creek. When she began studying
Celtic footwork 17-years ago the stu- %
dios were'two of the few places offer-
ing instruction in Irish dance so once
or twice arweek Quinn traveled nearly "
two-hours to learn the finer points of
kicking up her heels. Today, she
be'«cheﬁ at ber own studic — Quinn
. 4 lr‘ N~ sy 11

v Marahall

“The dancing and music is unique
to Irish heritage,” said the 23-year-old
Quinn. “There really isn’t another
kind of dancing like Irish dancing. 1
just love it because I've done it my
whole life.”

BY SUsaN. B. TAUBER
STAFF WRITER
stauber@oe.homecomm.net

Debbie Jensen-Miller is in
the theater for every perfor-
mance by the touring compa-
ny of Mamma Mia!.

She’s the merchandise man-
ager for Mamma Mia! items
that people like to buy and
take home as souvenirs. She
sells Mamma Mia! T-shirts,
tank tops, teddy bears wear-
ing Mamma Mia! shirts, key
chains, baseball hats, mugs,
magnets and more important-
ly, compact discs of the ABBA
songs featured in the musical.

“The CDs sell like hot cakes
during intermission and after
the show,” she said. “People
come out so enthusiastic that
they have to have the CD if
they don’t have one already.”

Since Jensen-Miller is in
the lobby before, during inter-
mission and after every show,
she sees the immediate reac-
tion of the audience.

“They are bouncing out of

Girl talk: Nicole Fraser (left to right), Michelle
Aravena and Miku Graham sing Honey, Honey
during a scene in Mamma Mia!.

the show, dancing and
singing. It’s such a very, very
upbeat show.”

That “very upbeat show” is
coming to Detroit at the
Masonic Temple Theatre at 8

p.m. Thursday, Dec. 27. It’s
slated to close Saturday, Feb.
9, 2002.

If you’re one of the few peo-
ple who haven’t heard about
Mamma Mial, here’s some

history for you.

Mamma Mia! is a musical
with 22 songs by ABBA, the
Swedish group that took the
popular music world by storm
when it won the Eurovisin
Song Contest April 6, 1974,
with its song “Waterloo.” The
song topped pop charts all
around the globe and made
number six on the American
Billboard chart.

After that, group members

Agnetha Foltskog, Benny

Andersson, Bjorn Ulvaeus
and Anni-Frid Lynstad,
whose first initials make up
the group’s name ABBA,
became well known for such
songs as “I Do, I Do, I Do, I
Do, I Do,” “Take a Chance on
Me,” “The Winner Takes All”
and “Danclng Queen.” ABBA
music was featured in the
movies, “Muriel’s Wedding”

and “Priscilla, Queen of the

Desert.”
Andersson and Ulvaeus are

Please see MAMMA, B3



mailto:Ichomin@oe.homecomm.net
mailto:stauber@oe.homecomm.net
http://www.observerandeccentric.com

The Observer & Eccentric/ THURSDAY, DECEMBER 27, 2001

POP MUSIC CALENDAR

AL HILL TRIO: 8:30 p.m. Thursday,
336 Main, Plymouth. {734) 454-
3500

ALICIA KEYS: 7:30 p.m. Tuesday,
Jan. 29, State Theatre, Detroit.
$35.75-$43.25. (248) 645-6666
BARENAKED LADIES: 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, Dec, 29, Palace of
Auburn Hills. $35-$47.50. (248)
3456666

3ARRY MANILOW: 8 p.m. Friday-
Saturday, Feb. 15-16, Fox Theatre,
detroit. $17.50-$67.50. (248) 645-
5666 '

B.B. KING: With Bobby Blue Bland,
3 p.m. Friday, Jan. 18, Fox Theatre,
detroit. $30-$37. 50 (248) 433-
1515

BRIAN MCKNIGHT: With Tyrese, 8
2.m. Saturday, Jan. 12, Fox
lheatre, Detroit. (248) 433-1515
CHARLATANS UK: With Starsailor,
3 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 23, St.
Aridrews Hall, Detroit. $15. (248)
545-6666 _
FHE CLIMAX DIVINE: With Nice
Device, Atalaya, 9 p.m. Thursday,
Dec. 27, Magic Stick, Detroit. 18
and older. $7. (31.3) 833-9700
CREED: The Weathered Tour, With
2uddie of Mud, Monday, Feb. 11,
The Patace of Auburn Hills. $36.50-
$42.50. (248) 645-6666

SROSBY, STILLS, NASH & YOUNG:
Tour of America, 8 p.m.
Nednesday, Feb. 6, The Palace of
\uburn Hills. $43-$88.50. (248)
345-6666

JARK STAR ORCHESTRA: 7 p.m.
Fhursday, Dec. 27, Royal Oak
Fheatre, Royal Oak. $16-$19. All
ages. {248) 6456666

Barenaked Ladies: The
band will be performing
at 7:30 p.m. Saturday,
‘Dec. 29, Palace of Auburn
Hills. $35-$47.50. For
tickets, call (248) 645-

DETROIT COBRAS: With Dirt .
Bombs, Ko & The Knockouts, ¢
p.m. Monday, Dec. 31, Magic
Stick, Detroit. $12. (313) 833-
9700
GORDON LIGHTFOOT: 8 p.m.
Saturday, April 27, Michigan
< Theatre, Ann Arbor. $37.50-$42.50.
" (248) 645-6666 or (734) 763-TKTS
" GREAT BIG SEA: Saturday, March
16, St. Andrews Hall, Detroit. $25.
(248) 645-6666
GREG ALLMAN AND FRIENDS: 9
p.m. Thursday, Jan. 3, Royal Oak
Theatre, Royal Oak. $28. (248)
6456666
HATEBREED: With Martyr A.D.,
Poison the Well, Sworn Enemy, 7

p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 8, St. Andrews
Hall, Detroit. Al ages. $12. (248)
845-6666

HIP HOP SMACKDOWN: Featuring
Ja Rule, Jadakiss, Juvenile, Petey
Pabto, Trick Daddy, Mister Cheeks,
Eclipse and Ms. Toy, 7 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 29, Cobo Hali,
Detroit. $29.50-$39.50. (248) 845- -
6666

ISLEY BROTHERS: With The
Dramatics, 9:30 p.m. Monday, Dec.
31, Fox Theatre, Detroit. $47.50-
$102.50. (248) 645-6666

JUDAS PRIEST: With Anthrax, Iced
Earth, tour is rescheduled to 8 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 19, The Palace of
Aubumn Hills. $18.50-$29.50.
Tickets for the original date(s) will
be honored or may be refunded at *
the point of purchase. (248) 645-
6666 .
LUTHER VANDROSS: 8 p.m. Friday,
Feb. 8, Fox Theatre, Detroit. (248)
6456666

MARDUK: With KataKlysm, Amon
Amath, Diabolic, 4:30 p.m. Sunday,
Jan. 13, Shelter, Detroit. All ages.
(248) 645-6666

THE M-80S: 8 p.m. Monday, Dec.
31., Royal Oak Theatre, Royal Oak.

The Greatest. Wzll Smith plays flamboyant heavyweight champ Muhammad Ali in.
the new Michael Mann film bio “Ali,” which opened Christmas Day.

COMING ATTRACTIONS =

Tickets $10 except New Year's Eve

show, $35 advance. 21 and older. Opened Tuesday, Dec. 25

(248) 645-6666;

MICHAEL QUEST: 9 p.m. Saturday,
Dec. 29, Jan. 5, Coyote Club,
Pontiac. Free. (248) 332-HOWL
PENNYWISE: 6:30 p.m. Friday, Jan.
18, State Theatre, Detroit. Al ages.
$13.75. (248) 645-6666

IN THE BEDRGOM

The story of a doctor from Maine and his
wife who teaches a high school chorus
group. They are forced to struggle with
the grief and emotional bludgeoning
that comes their way when their son
becomes involved with an older woman.
Stars Tom Wilkinson, Sissy Spacek,
Nick Stahl, Marisa Tomei, Justin Ash-
forth, Karen Allen, William Mapother,

Please see fop, B8

THREE DAYS ONLY!

ENTIRE STOCK”
FINE JEWELRY

Celia Weston, William Wise. Directed
by Todd Fieid.

THE SHIPPING NEWS
A struggling newspaper writer, Quoyle,

returns to the small fishing town in New-

foundland where his family has long
lived in, with his two young daughters,
after a traumatizing experience with
their mother. Stars Kevin Spacey,
Julianne Moore, Cate Blanchett, Dame
Judi Dench, Scott Gienn, Rhys ifans,
Pete Postlethwaite and Jason Behr.
Directed by Las.se Hallstrém.

Al

Cassius Clay (Will Smith) was & smart-
talking, fast-stepping ball of fire, in the
ring, and out, who lit up professional
sports in the 1960's, eventually drop-
ping his slavé name and becoming
Muhammad Ali, and refusing to go to
Vietnam. Featured players include Wilt
Smith, Michael Bentt, Giancarto Esposi-
to, Jamie Foxx and Jada Pinkett Smith,

IMPOSTER

Based on Philip K. Dick’s 1853 short
story, this futuristic drama tells of a time
when Earth is at war with and alien race.
The action turns on the character of
Spence Olham{Gary Sinise}, one of many
scientists researching new weapons that
could defeat the enemy. Arrested by the
secret service and taken to the moon,
Spence is told he is a robot, planted on
Earth by the aliens. What follows is a

journey of self-discovery in which the .
question is posed: “Am | human? Oram|

just programmed to believe | am a
human?” Featured among the ensemble
are Madeleine Stowe, Vincent D'Onofrio, " *'¢
Tony Shalhoub and Mekhi Phifer.

Scheduled to open Friday, Dec. 28

CHARLOTTE GRAY.

This is the story of Charlotte Gray, a Sco
tish woman who joins the French Resis-
tance during World War |l in an effort to
find her RAF pilot lover who was shot
down in France. Along the way, she has
an affair with a Fr(é_,nch resistance fighter
Stars Cate Blanchett, Billy Crudup,
Michael Gambon and Rupert Penry-Jones:
Diracted by Gillian Armstrong.

BLACK HAWK DOWN

account of a group of elite U.S. soldlers
sent to Mogadishu, Somatia in October
1993 as part of a U.N. peacekeeping
opetation. Their mission: to abduct sev
eral top lieutenants of a Somalian war-
tord as part of a strategy to quell the
civil war that is tearing away at the
country. The carefully planned mission
goes terribly wrdng, resuiting in the U.S.
military’s singte biggest firefight since
Vietnam. Featured among the ensemble
are Josh Hartnett, Tom Sizemore, Ewan
Mcgregor, Ron Eldard and Jeremy Piven.

8051 Middiebelt (Between Joy Rd. & Ann Arbor Trail)
CALL (734) 421-6990
OPEN MON, THRU SAT. 11 AM, -2 A M.
SUN. Noon - 2 A.M.
LUNCHEON 11:00 - 4:00
Carryouts Available » Banquets Available

THURSDAY, FRIDAY & SATU , DECEMBER 27,28 & 29

Celebrate New Year’s Eve with wus/
In the midst of our Christmas Fantasyland!

Open House 4:00 to 8:30 pm, Party Package 9:00 pm

PRIME RiB » FILET MIGNON
: KIBIG CRAB LEGS and more!

ALL CLEARANCE
FINE JEWELRY
ALREADY

SECOND CHANCE NEW YEAR'S EVE PARTY
Saturday, January S5, 2002

| ONLY. COUPONS GANNOT BE COMBIN COUPON FOR
DISCOUNT. NOT VALID ON PREVIOUSLY PURCHASED {TEMS.

i *SAVINGS ARE OFF QUR REGULAR OR ORIGINAL PRICES. INTERIM MARKDOWNS MAY HAVE
! BEEN TAKEN. THIS DISGOUNT CANNCT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER OR APPLIED TO
A PREVIOUS PURCHASE. EXCLUDES GREAT BUYS, EVERYDAY VALUE PRICED {TEMS, DIAMOND
SOLITAIRE RINGS, CERTIFIED DIAMONDS, SPECIAL EVENTS AND PROMOTIONAL WATCHES.
PHOTOS NOT ACTUAL SIZE. ALL GOLD FEATURED |$ 14K GOLD UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED.
; ALL PEARLS ARE CULTURED, ALL CARAT WEIGHTS ARE APPROXIMATE, VARIANCE MAY BE PLUS
i ’ OR MINUS .05 CARAT. DIAMOND GRADES MAY VARY. COLORED GEMSTONES MAY HAVE BEEN
i ‘¢ TREATED, SUCH AS BY HEATING, OILING OR IRRADIATION. OFFER ENDS SATURDAY, DECEMBER 29.

25% OFF ALL BULOVA, SEIKO & CITIZEN WATCHES

' S YOU RE SOMEBODY SPECIAL

PDF1086923 |

REDUCED 50%. For those who could not celebrate on New Year's Eve
this is our opportunity to serve those who serve: o
" ¢ Food & Beverage Employees ¢ Radio Station Staff , .
- » fiedicai Services » Poiice & Fire Department Personnel .
: ELUS USE YOUR COUPON - : « Those who could not attend for any reason! P
P FOR EXTRA SAVINGS " N Join Magic Featuring: ' B
i - 1 11051 Radio\w * Live Band 8:30 p.m.-1:30 a.m. I
i , (¢ / : Al Personality 0 ° Hors d'oeuvres 7:30 p.m.-8 pm. -
i o i Scott Sherwood J C[;acked Peppercorn Prime Rib o
y4 inner with 7 additional entrees |+
i TAKE AN EXTARA OFFT i & sides 8 p.m.-8 p.m. v
i in fing i i Lt a B - Dessert Table
y any sale or clearance purchase in fine jewelry | or $3_5 BTTPIR™  Hats, horns & noisemakers ¥
I valid thursday, friday & saturday i BLACK TIE OPTIONAL -
1 december 27, 28 & 29 i 27777 Schoolcraft e Livonia }:: -
i 'géﬁlégggg %2%7 ggstA &é«;g{«& g%l};gﬁgg ﬁsm'e couecnons 1 =====  {3/4 mile E. of Middlebelt) a
[ svscw.oaoe;s VALIDTHURSSDAY—SATURDAY oacemasa N2 PAR‘S'AN i e AN ]R. .(734) 427-9110

a

&
%.ﬁ

o Deluxe Whirlpool Rooms *® g}
Available /

¢ Wake up to our Special
Holiday Breakfast Bar

¢ Late Check-out of 1:00 p.m.

Advanced Reservations Required...

Call: 734-458-7111

29235 Buckingham Drive ® Livonia
ey (off Middlebelt, 1 Block N. of 1-96)

CALL §00-424-8185 TO ORDER ANYTIME. STORE HOURS: Laurel Park Place (953-7500) open Sun. 8-9, Mon. 8-5, closed Tues., Wed. 7-9, Thurs.~Sat. 10-9,
FOR INFORMATION call 953-7500. CHARGE IT; Parisian Credit Card, MasterCard, Visa, the American Express® Card or Discover®.
QQATED AT LAUREL PARK PLACE IN LIVONIA, CORNER OF NEWBURGH ROAD AND SIX MILE ROAD (TAKE THE SIX MILE ROAD EXIT OFF INTERSTATE 275).
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(The Jewish Ensemble Theatre
production of Lanford Wilson’s
“Talleys Folly”continues through
Dec. 30 with performances 7:30
o.m. Wednesdays, Thursdays
and Sunday; 8 p.m. Saturday.
For information, call (248)788-
2900.)

BY PAMELA JOY MCGOWAN
SPECIAL WRITER

One scene, two actors, 97 min-
utes. It seems like so little to
work with, yet The Jewish

Ensemble Theatre Company
brings the emotion of Tally’s
Folly to incredible levels.
Lanford Wilson’s Pulitzer
Prize winning play takes place
solely at a boathouse in
Lebanon, Mo., in 1944. The
audience is immediately made a
third party to the production
when Matt Friedman (Thomas
Hoagland) saunters in out of
rniowhere and directly addresses

his “new-found friends.” His

monologue is one part update
and three parts philosophical

Mamma from page Al

rambling about war and bees
and such. The eye contact Fried-
man makes with the audience
puts them into the seat of the
forthcoming roller coaster of
emotions.

Matt has returned to the
boathouse to see Sally Talley
(Kelly Pino), with whom he had
a brief affair one year ago.
Sally’s Southern-type family
strongly disapproves of Matt
because he is Jewish, this being
the dominant conflict in their
relationship. The play is spent

ET Company takes Talley to incredible new level

exploring Matt’s past and Sally’s
dark secret, or cracking open the
delicate shells of the eggs that
people really are. Though the
cast consists of only two actors,

the families of both characters —

especially Sally’s — come to life
by the detalled descriptions
given.

Hoagland does an excellent job
growing his character from a
humorous, nervous suitor to a
confident, tender man in love.
Though Wilson — who, inciden-
tally, was not a Jew — has not

the composers for the music
used in Mamma Mia! and also
wrote the music for the Tim Rice
musical, “Chess.” The musical
Mamma Mia! opened in Lon-
lon’s West End April 6, 1999
Dee Hoty, a Broadway phe-
nomenon, said ABBA music was-
o't on her radio dial back in the
70s, but now she loves the music.
Hoty plays the role of Donna,
:he feisty 40-something single
mom, in Mamma Mia!. The story
revolves around her and her
nnocent idealistic daughter,

Sophie Sheridan, portrayed by
Michelle Aravena.

Hoty is one of a handful of
Americans in the touring cast.
The touring cast comes from the
Toronto show which opened May

23, 2000 at the Royal Alexandra

Theater.

When the original Toronto cast
of Mamma Mia! went to San Fran-
cisco to embark on its internation-
al tour in November 2000, produc-
ers recast the Toronto show,

“Hoty, who has three Tony
nominations for her roles in
“Will Rogers Follies,” “Best Lit-

“TWO THUMBS UP FOR
~ ‘OCEAN’S ELEVEN.”

- EBERT & ROEPER

‘ “JACKPOT’ Pure fun from start to finish.”

- LEAH ROZEN, PEOPLE MAGAZINE

“Qcean’s Eleven’
“hits you like a shot
of pure oxygen.’

OWCN GLEIBERMAN, ENTENTAINMENT WEEKLY
““Ut’s ‘The Dirty Dozen,
‘The Sting’ and
. ‘Mission: Impossible’
- all relled into .one.,”

- MICHAEL O'SULLIVAN, THE WASHINGTON POST

“Soderbergh and the
ensemble cast get
so much right; it
should be a crime.”
-~ CHRISTY LEMIRE, ASSOCIATED PRESS
“Class A exercise
in cool. One of the
year’s ten best.”

- PETER YRAVERS, NOLL[NG STONE MAGAZINE
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tle Whorehouse Goes Public” and
“Footloose,” said she auditioned
for the role of Mamma last Jan-
uary in London,

‘A great company’

“This group is a great compa-
ny,” she said. “They are mostly
Canadian. Since I am one of six
Americans, I get to tease them
for the way they talk.”

Hoty is from Cleveland. Her

family is close enough for them
to come see her at the Masonic
Temple Theatre in Detroit. The
cast has a few days off for

Christmas before the Detroit
opening, so Hoty is going home
to be with her family,

She’s got company on the tour,
though. Single, she’s been dat-
ing Mark Zimmerman who plays
one of the dads in the show.

And is the audience reaction
to Mamma Mia! really as enthu-
siastic as Jensen-Miller and
television commercials state?

“Almost every night people are
on their feet. I've never been in
a show where people in the audi-
ence go so nuts,” Hoty added.

“OHE OF;;;{BESTMOVIB OF THE YEAR!

 JURETOBER CLASSICY"

- (ARY:BERGLUMD, KLAL-TV
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included much Yiddish .or
Hebrew, if any, in the script,
Hoagland’s accent is flawless.
Pino performs impeccably as
Sally, first appearing as defiant
and independent, then vulnera-
ble as she surrenders to love.
Pino, in keeping with the almost
constant complement to her
partner, has mastered a South-
ern accent.

The tired, worn blues and
grays of the boathouse set and
the background noises of the
river and crickets work together

to bring the audience into the
emotionally draining story. The

nent as the folly she is living.
Director Evelyn Orbach and
her crew have created 97 min-
utes of enjoyable and cathartic
entertainment in their campaign
to Stop Hate. The biggest folly
would be to miss this production.

inter 2002

January 7 - March 23
(winter break February 11-16)

Make Art Everyday!

REGISTER NOW!

Classes and Workshops

Metals Portfolio Prep
Mixed Media Youth Ceramics

All Media Painting Youth Drawing
Pastels Youth Jewelry.
Photograg Youth Mixed Media
Polymer Clay Youth Painting
Printmaking Youth Photography
Sculpture Youth Sculpture
Trips & Tours Adult & Child
Watercolor

Aduilt & Child
Art History
Auto Design
Calligraphy
Ceramics
Critigues
Design
Drawing
Fibers
Jewelry

BRMINGHAMBLOOMFELD 1516 South Cranbrook Road
m Blrmingham, Michigan 48009 -1855

248 886 www.bbartcenter.org
SPONSORED BY THE OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC NEWSPAPERS
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“A GUARANTEED, GET-HAPPY HIT!”

PAT COLLINS, UPN-TV

BENNY ANDERSSON & BIORN ULVAEUS'

MAMMA MIAt

THE SMASH HIT MUSICAL 725%% - A8

©McCABES -

MASONIC TEMPLE THEATRE
NOW THROUGH FEBRUARY 9, 2002
Call viererniaster (248) 645-6666

or www.ticketmaster.com. Tickets at the Fisher Theatre Box Office & all t/EReEVE#ERLar outlets.
Groups (20 or mere) call (313) 871-1132

ABBA GOLD AVAILABLE ON POLYDOR / UNIVERSAL

wwwmamma-mia.com . : 'y
MAMMA MIAL ORIGINAL, CAST RECORDING AVAILABLE ON DECCA BROADWAY - LINCOLN

Plecheld Tt ooy S

follies in the architecture of the -
boathouse Sally believes was .
built just for her are as promi- ..
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THEATER

CENTURY THEATRE: Fully
Committed continues 1:30 p.m.
Wednesday, 7:30 p.m. Wednesday-
Thursday, 8:30 p.m. Friday-
Saturday, 5:30 p.m. Saturday-
Sunday, and 1:30 p.m. Sunday, at
the theater, Detroit. $27.50-
$37.50. (313) 963-9800

DETROIT REPERTORY THEATRE:
Missizzy and the Angel Tree con-
tinues to Dec. 30, 8:30 p.m.,
Thursdays and Fridays, 3 and 8:30
p.m., Saturdays and 2 and 7:30
p.m., Sundays, at the theater,
13103 Woodrow Wilson, Detroit.
$15. (313) 868-1347

FISHER THEATRE: Vagina
Monologues Tuesday, Feb. 19-
Sunday, Feb. 24, 8 p.m. Tuesday-
Friday, 5 p.m. and 8 p.m. Saturday,
2 p.m. and 7 p.m. Sunday. $23-
$45.50, (248) 645-6660, (248)
963-2366.

GEM THEATRE: Dinner with
Friends continues 2 p.m.
Wednesday, 8 p.m.
Wednesday-Friday. 6 p.m. and
9 p.m. Saturday, 2 p.m. and 6
p.m. Sunday, at the theater,
Detroit. $27.50-$37.50. (313)
263-8800

JEWISH ENSEMBLE THEATRE:
Talley's Folly continues to Dec. 30,
Thursday and Sunday, 8 p.m.
Saturday, and 2 p.m. Sunday. $16-
$28. (248) 788-2900

MEADOW BROOK THEATRE:

The Mystery of Irma Vep opens
for previews Wednesday, Jan. 9,
opening night, 8 p.m. Saturday,
Jan. 12, continues through
Sunday, Feb. 3, Oakland
University campus, Rochester.
8 p.m. Wednesday-Thursday
previews, $17; 8 p.m. Friday
preview $26; 8 p.m.
Wednesday-Thursday, 6:30 p.m.
Sunday, 2 p.m. Wednesday,
Saturday-Sunday, $26; 8 p.m.
Friday, $34; 6 p.m. and 8 p.m.
Saturday, $38. Show times
vary, (248) 377-3300.

COMMUNITY
THEATER

THEATER GUILD OF LIVONIA-
REEFORD: Presents the holiday

Lo through Saluiddy. e, <.

al the theater. 15138 Beech Daly |

in Redford. $5. (313) 531-0554
PLAYERS GUILD OF DEARBORN:
Beau Jest opens 8 p.m. Friday,
Jan. 14. Curtain 8 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 12, 8 p.m. Friday-
Saturday, Jan. 1819, lan. 25-
26, 2:30 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 20
and Jan. 27. (313) 561-TKTS,
www.playersguildofdearborn.org

COLIL.EGE
THEATER

HILBERRY THEATRE: The comedy
Season’s Greeting continues in
rotating repertory to Feh. 2, at the
theater, Detroit. $12-$20. (313)
B577-2972

YOUTH
PRODUCTIONS

DETROIT PUPPET THEATER:
Cinderella, a marionetie ballet ver-
sion of the popular story, 2 p.m.
Saturdays in December, at the the-
ater, Detroit. $7, $5 children.
{313) 961-7771

MARQUIS THEATRE: Charlotte’s
Web 2:30 p.m. Saturday-Sunday,
Dec. 29-30, and Jan. 56, 12-13
and 19-20, and Thursday-Friday,
Dec. 27-28, at the theater,
Northville. $7.50. No children
under age 3. (248) 349-8110

COMMUNITY KWANZAA
CELEBRATION: 1-6 p.m. Friday,
Dec. 28, a Celebration of Ujima
(Coliective Work and
Responsibility}, movies, workshops
and performance for chiidren,
adults and families, at the muse-
um, 315 East Warren, Detroit. $5,
$3 children age 17 and under.
(313) 494-5800, ext. O

IRISH CELEBRATION: Traditionally
in rural Ireland, entire communities
gathered where the roads met to
sing, dance and play music all
night long. On Saturday-Sunday,
Dec. 29-30, performers wilt do the
same at 7:30 p.m. at the annual
Crossroads Ceili, a celebration of
traditional music and dance of
Ireland and Cape Breton, at The
Ark, 316 Main Street, Ann Arbor.
$12.50. (734) 761-1451. Want to
do more than listen and enjoy the
music? Guest artists Seamus
Connolly, a 10-time Allreland fid-

O8eNEE0CE20000000C0000008D3CETNIRITS

ssven

Hoﬂday fun: Enjoy Wzld Winter days at the Detr
or storytelling 1-3 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 29. M

Sunday, Dec. 30, at the Detroit Zoo, 84
seniors and ages 2-18, under age 1 free. For mo
Events Hathne at (248) 541-5835, or visit the

- uip, wa. FUT i

die champion and Celtic pianist
Barbara MacDonald Magone will

; hotd WO kshoos from noon te 5

te Wk
(313} 537-348¢.

RADIO CITY CHRISTMAS
SPECTACULAR: Starring the
Rockettes, times vary, continues
through Saturday, Dec. 29, Fox
Theatre, Detroit. $15-$57.50.
(313) 4716611

TOY & HOBBY EXPO: 5-9 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 28, @ a.m. to 7 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 29 and 10 a.m. t0 3
p.m. Sunday, Dec. 30, at the Novi
Expo Center, 1-96 and Novi Road.
$6, $3 children, $5 parking. (734)
455-2110

NEW YEAR’S
X VvV E

ANGELO’S BANQUET HALL: 8 p.m.
to 3 a.m., dinner buffet, late night
snack, DJ playing your favorite
songs, dancing all night long, at
the hall, Westland. $75. (734) 427-
1872 or (734) 216-9451

ANN ARBCR COMEDY
SHOWCASE:Tim Walkoe 8 p.m.
($25.50) and 10:30 p.m. ($29.50)
Monday, Dec. 31, at the club, Ann
Arbor. (734) 996-8080

BIRD OF PARADISE: Ramona
Collins, Monday, Dec. 31, ($50,
$75 a couple}, at the ctub, Ann
Arbor. (734) 662-8310

CETROIT REPERTORY THEATRE:
See Missizzy and the Angel Tree,
evening begins at 8 p.m. with
hors d’'ouevres followed by the
play at 8 p.m., a buffet supper
follows, at the theater, Detroit.
(31.3) 868-1347

GEW AND CENTURY THEATRES:
And the Century Club
Restaurant are offering package
deals which include an evening
of theater, dinner, live music
and dancing. $39.50 to $100.
(313) ©263-9800

JD’S KEY CLUB DUELING PIANOS:
Fully catered buffet dinner, reserved
seating, cash barm champagne and
brunch, and the outrageous fun of
dueling pianos. $65. (248) 338-7337
or www.jdskeyclub.com

JOY MANOR: Prime rib dinner buf-
fet, music by All Hill & the Love
Butlers, the the manor, Westiand.
$75. (734) 525-0960

LAUREL MANOR: Dance t0 the
music of the Blue Genes at the
New Year’s Eve Gala, festivities
begin at 7 p.m., dinner served at 8
p.m., at the restaurant, Livonia.
$85. (734) 4620770

MARK RIDLEY'S COMEDY CLUB:
Fred Greenleee, also Mark
Sweetman Monday, Dec. 31, $6
Thursday, $12 Friday, $14

Saturday. (248) 542-9900
NORTHVILLE NITE: Celebrate Ne

Year with your family - 9 .

! ment, at the Recreatton Center

700 West Baseline, Northvill
$13, $8 children age 10 and
under. {248) 349-0203 ;
THE SECOND CITY: Red ngs
Hat Trick package ($95 per pe
son) — 4-5:30 p.m. dinner a
Hockeytown Cafe, 7 p.m. s
tle to Joe Louis for the gam
p.m. after party. Second Ci
Early Bird dinner package (
per person) 5:30-7:15 p.m. din
ner at Hockeytown Cafe, 7:30-
9:15 p.m. performance of t
mainstage show Mayor-Go-
Round; © p.m. after party.
Second City Night Owl dinn
package ($99 per person),

9:45 p.m. dinner at Hockeytown:

Cafe, 10-11:45 p.m. perfor-
mance of Mayor-Go-Round, 9
p.m. after party; Second Clty:-‘
Early Bird package, ($25 p
person), 7:30-9:15 p.m. Ma
Go-Round performance, 9 p
after party; Second City Ni
Owi package, ($39 per perso
10-11.:45 p.m. Mayor-Go- Roqnd
performance, @ p.m. party
begins on second and third
floors of Hockeytown Cafe.
dancing and merriment. Mus
be 21 or older for admittance
(313) 965-2222, 2301

Woodward Ave., Detroit,

CLASSICA]

BIRMINGHAM-BLOOMFIELD -
SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA:
Under the direction of Feiix
Resnick present a “Movie
Classic” concert featuring th
music from 2001, a Space
Odyssey, Ordinary People an
Star Wars 7 p.m. Saturday,D
29, plan on arriving early (6:
p.m.) for a mini-concert by t
Pointes Area Young String
Orchestra and students from the
Livonia Youth Symphony, at"
Temple Beth El, 14 Mile and
Telegraph, Bioomfield Hills. $
(248) 645-2276 '

CHORAL:

REDFORD ECUMENICAL CHOII
FESTIVAL: Numerous choirs frof
Redford will come together fo
prayerfui fellowship and songs
p.m. Sunday, Jan. 27, Robert
Bellarrmine Church, corner of W
Chicago and Inkster roads. (31'
937-0608 .

L L L A )

j»:n,the Metro Detroit area

BIRMINGHAM CGNCERT BAND:

e i fe

Looking for new :

.the 65-member adu t band, all
ﬂlnstruments welcome especially

percussion,

oh Wednesday in
r 1 School bandroom.
4-4997, (248) 647-
5 the Web site at

certband.com
LAYERS: Auditions

p.m. Sunday, Jan.
& Noble

800 Orchard Lake
Maple, West

i director Lisa

) 661-3202 for

Yarts available for
and up) and adults,
asted in auditions

ed o read, in Knox
tst Presbyterian
aple hetween
ranbrook roads.

s, March 15-17

HILHARMONIC:
tan in grades 1-
ne year of expe-

estra, the
harmonic is
ons for its winter
sginning Jan. 5, open-
i most sections.
49 or online at

UNITY CHORUS:
r the chorus 7-
an. 8, at Hillside
1,-Eight Mile and
Northville.

ions by appoint-

f’s Ninth Symphony
juth Symphony

- 16 and with the
iy Civic Symphony

Orchestra March 24 at Orchestra
Hall. (734) 455-8353

C HR IS T AN

SPIRITBOUND: At Caivary Baptist
Church, Joy Road (between Liiley
and Main) Canton, 6 p.m. Sunday,
Dec. 30. (734) 455-0022

POPS/SWIENC/
CABAREKT

BIRD OF PARADISE
ORCHESTRA: 9 p.m. Monday, at
the Bird of Paradise, Ann Arbor.
(734) 662-8310 (big band,
swing, bop)

DETROIT SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA:
The Colors of Christmas, Peabo
Bryson, Sheena Easton, Michael
McDonals and Oleta Adams join
the orchestra for performances 7
p.m. Sunday, Dec. 23, at
Orchestra Hall, Detroit. $15-$62.
(313} 576-5111

JAZZ/BI.UKS

RON BROOKS TRIO: 9 p.m. Tuesday

and Thursday, at the Bird of

Paradise, Ann Arbor. $5 cover.

(734) 662-8310

LOS GATOS: 9 p.m. Wednesday, at

the Bird of Paradise, Ann Arbor. $5

cover. (734) 662-8310

RAMQNA COLLINS: Monday, Dec.
1, ($50, $75 a couple), at the

Bzrd of Paradise, Ann Arbor (734)

662-8310

PETE FOUNTAIN: 8 p.m. Saturday,

-Jan. 12, Music Hall Center for

Performing Arts, 350 Madison,
Detroit. $22-$50, student, senior,
group discounts available. (313)
963-2366.

MATT MICHAELS TRIO: 8-11:30
p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 9, with guest
artists, Larry Nozero, alto sax and
flute; Jan. 16 vocalist April Tini and
the Wayne State University Vocal
Jazz Group; Jan. 23 Ursula Walker
vocals, Buddy Budson, piano; Jan.
30 vocalist Barbara Ware, Ron's
Fireside Inn, 28937 Warren Road,
two blocks east of Middlebeit
Road. (734) 762-7756

LARRY NOZERO JAZZ QUINTET:
Perform 8 p.m. to midnight
Mondays, at Mitch Housey’s Food
& Spirits, Livonia. (734) 425-5520
or visit the Web site at www.lar-
rynozero.com

RJ)'S RHYTHM ROCKERS: 9 p.m.
Thursday, Dec.. 20, at Edison’s,
Birmingham. No cover. (248) 645-
2150

SUNNY WILKINSON: Frlday-
Saturday, Dec. 28-29, at the Bird
of Paradise, Ann Arbor, $10, $7

students. (734) 662-8310

FOLEK/ACOUSTIC

LARRY ARBOUR: 7 p.m.

Wednesday-Friday, at Flying Fish
Tavern, 17600 W. 13 Mile Road, v
east of Scuthfield Road. (248) 647-
7747

WORLID MUSIC

PAT MCDUNN: 8-11 p.m. Friday, at
Duke Humphries,; Rochester Hills.
No cover. (248} 601-1100 (lrish)

2.

DANCE

MOON-DUSTERS: Ballroom dancing
to live bands, featuring swing, fox
trot, waltz, cha-cha and Latin,
8:30-11:30 p.m. Saturdays, at the
Livonia Civic Center, 15218
Farmington Road at Five Mile
Road. $5. (248) 967-1428
RHYTHM N’ SHOES: Weekly ball-
room/Latin dance party with DJ,
8:30-10:30 p.m. Thursday, 2172
Franklin Road, Bioomfield Hills. $7.
(248) 334-0299

U-M BALLROOM DANCE CLUB:
Baliroom dance lesson and open.
dancing 4-10 p.m. Sunday, at the. .
Union Ballroom, Ann Arbor. $2.
(734) 763-6984

COUNTRY WESTERN DANCE:
Sponsored by Wolverine Silverspur
Dancers, 7:30-11:30 p.m. Friday;
Jan. 11, italian American Cultural
Center, 12 Mile Road, east of
Hoover, Warren. Free dance lesson
and snacks. $7, (810) 573~0668

dli@homecom

POLKA BOOSTERS: Inaugural :
Dinner Dance, Sunday, Jan. 13,
PVT. John Lyskawa Hall, 6828
Waverly, Dearborn Heights. Doors
open 12:30 p.m., dinner 1:30 p.m.
dancing 3-7 p.m. $20 includes beer
and set-ups, call Ann (313) 937-
1316 or Ray (313) 562-3175

C O ML K I3 Y

ANN ARBOR COMEDY
SHOWCASE:Devin McPeek,
Thursday-Saturday, Dec. 27-29; Tim
Walkoe, Monday, Dec. 21, at the
club, Ann Arbor. (734) 996-9080
FOX THEATRE: Rick Smiley head-
lines the Def Comedy Jam, with
Mike Epps, Ricky Harris, Honest
John and DJ Showtime, 9 p.m.
Sunday, Dec. 30, Fox Theatre, :
Detroit. $32.50-$42.50. Tickets for -
Sept. 15 performance will be hon-
ored. (248) 645-6666

Joey’s Comedy Club at Paisano’s:
at the club, 5070 Schaefer Road,
Dearborn. (313) 584-8885

MARK RIDLEY’S COMEDY CLUB:
Fred Greenlee, also Mark
Sweetman Monday, Dec. 31, $6
Thursday, $12 Friday, $14
Saturday. (248) 542-9900
SECOND CITY: New on Tuesdays,
Law & Disorder and Standing on
Ceremony; Jammin’ Wednesdays
features The Best of Second City;
Mayor-Go-Round showtimes on
Thursday-Sunday at Second City-
Detroit. Ticket prices and show-
times vary. $5-$20. (313) 965-
2222

MUSEUMS
AND
T OURS

CRANBROOK INSTITUTE OF
SCIENCE: Mostly Music, a hands-
on, interactive exhibit that offers
opportunities to listen to music
from different eras and countries,
and experiment with various ‘instru-
ments while learning about harmo-
ny and dissonance, tone and pitch,
and rhythm and synthesizers, con-
tinues to Jan. 8, at the museum,

| 39221 Woodward Ave., Bloomfieid

Hills. $7 adults; $4 children. ages
4-17, students with {D and senior—
citizens ages 65 and older; free for

children ages 3 and younger. 1- -~

877-462-7262 or
www.cranbrook.edu

DETROIT HISTORICAL MUSEUM:
Polish Presence in Detroit exhibit
continues, at the museum. Free
with regular museum admtssaon

1 (313) 833-1419

HENRY FORD
MUSEUM/GREENFIELD VILLAGE'
IMAX movies ‘NSync and Super
Speedway continue at the muset,
Dearborn. (313) 271-1620
MEADOW BROOK HALL: Tours con-
tinue through June, 1:30 p.m.,
Monday-Sunday, and 2:30 p.m. and
3:30 p.m. Sunday, tea served 3-
4:30 p.m. Tuesday, Jan: 15, Feb.
19 ($30, prepaid reservations
required), at the hall in Rochester.
Reservations required. (248) 370-
3140 or www.meadowbrookhatl. osg



http://www.playersguildofdearborn.org
http://www.jdskeyclub.com
mailto:gross2gross@aol.com
http://www.LYPM.org
http://www.cranbrook.edu
http://www.meadowbrookhall.org
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Jake's Semi-Annual Clearance
Choose from an enormous storewide selectlon
at 25% to 50% off"

, . o : .
Plus, 50% off hohday trim
*Savings off Qriginal prices of selected merchandise, as idehtifiéd by signs.
Reductions taken at register. No adjustments made on prior purchases.

(It’s the shopping experience you've oniy dared to imagine.)

THUR-SAT 10 -9 ¢« OPEN SUN AT NOON Birmingham o (248) 644-6900 Livonia * (734) 591-7696

MON, DEGC 31 10-5 | Rochester » (248) 651-6000
CLOSED NEW YEARS DAY B
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‘Haunting ‘In t

BY CHRISTY LEMIRE
AP ENTERTAINMENT WRITER

~ NEW YORK (AP) — There’s
been a ton of Oscar buzz for “In
the Bedroom” and for its stars,

Sissy Spacek and Tom Wilkin-

son, whose performances
earned them a Special Jury
Prize at this year’s Sundance
Film Festival.

Every bit of pralse they’ve
received is deserved.

The film is a stunning fea-
ture debut from director Todd
Field, best known until now as
-the pianist who introduces Tom
Cruise’s character to a secret
world of dark orgies in “Eyes
Wide Shut.”

Spacek ~ a five-time Oscar
nominee who won for 1980’s
“Coal Miner’s Daughter” — and

Natalie (Marisa Tomy

Wilkinson provide an
honest portrayal of

es under the strain
son’s murder.

Based on a short s
Andre Dubus, “
room” accurately depigt:

ration of the steps or vmary

" people take under ext*raordb

nary circumstances.

Frank Fowler (Nick
an architecture stude
for the summer and wo:
a lobsterman in the
coastal town of C
Maine, is having a fli

older, divorced mother
His mother, Ruth, (S
the local choral music:

Bedroom’ is one of year’s best ﬁlms

‘seemingly strong bond dis-
solves after an integral part of
their lives is ripped from them.

Ruth wants to yell; Matt
tries to connect with her
through small talk and tiny
compliments. But they end up
withdrawing further and fur-
ther from each other - she with. -
mind-numbing late-night TV
and chdin-smoking, he with

] REVIEW

his father, Matt (Wilkinson),

. the town doctor. Their days are
long and idyllic, filled with
cookouts and Little League
games, '

But Natalie’s ex-husband,
Richard (William Mapother),
part of the prominent family
that owns the town cannery,
feels jealous and threatened by
his ex-wife’s new lover. After
several increasingly con-
tentious confrontations,
Richard shows up at Natalie’s
house one day and shoots
Frank to death.

Shocking .as the moment is,
it’s not really what “In the Bed-
room” is about. The film follows
the ways in which the Fowlers’

yard work and sleeping pills.

When they do finally speak,
in an argument that is so bru-
tally honest, it’s agonizing to
watch, they unleash decades of
blame and resentment that
perhaps they never knew they
had. The scene has a raw

intensity.

From the very beginning,

seemingly happy moments ~
the rustling of wind through
the trees, breaking the silence
on a lazy afternoon; Natalie's
tiny shrieks that simultaneous-
ly sound frisky and frightened
as her young lover chases her
through a meadow.

Field, who co-wrote the
script, has created a thorough
sense of place that New Eng-

- landers will appreciate; he

spent time growing up in
Maine, and it shows, from the
reserved way the Fowlers’
friends and neighbors react to
Frank’s murder to the tiniest
details. Red Sox broadcasts
crackle on the speakers from

~ the AM sports radio station; a

though, Field’s pacing provides
subtle tension, even during

" can of Moxie, a brand of soda

that’s popular in New England,

when Ruth goes for a mldmght
snack. :

And all the accents are
believable and not overdone —
especially Wilkinson’s. (The
British actor, who co-starred in

“The Full Monty,” immersed

himself in the Maine lobstering
culture to prepare for the role.)

Despite the stars’ strong per-
formances, the supporting
players must not be ignored.
During his brief time on screen,
Stahl is bright-eyed, charming
and magnetic. Tomei, in the
best work of her inconsistent
career, is palpably shattered.

“In the Bedroom” is gorgeous.
It is haunting. It may just be
the best movie of the year.

A Miramax Films release, “In
the Bedroom” runs 122 min-
utes.
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