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Pontlac's summer treat: 
Arts, Beats and Eats, a 
free annual festival fea-
turing food, a plethora of 
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and crafts booths begins 
this weekend in down-
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An abundance of Bundons: 
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Board denies day care rezoning * A developer's controversial plan to build a 
Rainbow Rascals day care center on Cherry 
Hill Road property sandwiched by two farms 
was rejected Tuesday by Canton Township 
trustees. 

BY CAROL MARSHALL 
STAFF WRITER 
cmarshall@oe.homecomm.net 

The Canton T o w n s h i p Board of 
Trustees decided to give a "time-out" to 

Rainbow Rascals. The board voted to 
delay the rezoning, which would have 
enabled the day care center to be built 
on a five-acre Cherry Hill Road parcel. 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s for t h e center 

requested rezoning of the site on Cher-
ry Hill near Denton to build the day 
care. 

Community planners, recommended 
approving t h e rezon ing , s t a t i n g it 
would be consistent with the develop-
ment patterns along Cherry Hill Road, 
but the Canton Township P lanning 
Commission denied the request in a 7-0 
vote Aug. 6. 

The property is currently zoned rural 
residential, and the proposed change 

Opening new doors 
Students, 
staff excited 
on Dodson's 
first day 

BY TONY BRUSCATO 
STAFF WRITER 

o f 
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- The f i r s t day 
school is l i k e a 

renewal. Whether you're a princi-
pal , t eacher , s t u d e n t or parent , 
every school y e a r b e g i n s w i t h a 
clean slate and mounting anticipa-
tion. 

Nowhere was that more in evi-
dence this week than Dodson Ele-
mentary in Canton, which opened 
its doors for the first time ever. 

"I couldn't believe all the hugs I 
got as the kids got off the buses," 
said ft surprised Cheryl Clason, Dod-
son principal. "Everything wont off 
without a hitch." 

After greeting students and direct-
ing them to their new teachers, Cla-
son began the f irst official day of 
classes with an announcement to the 
more than 600 students. 

"I'm so excited I can barely talk," 
she said. "It's exc i t ing to see so 
many smi l ing faces. We have so 
much here to celebrate." 

S t u d e n t s took tours wi th the ir 
teachers to get a feel for the layout 
of their new school. 

"I like the smell of it," said one 

Assembly: 
Devin 

Slominski, 
6% listens 
to princi-

pal Cheryl 
Clason 

during an 
assembly 

for first 
and second 
graders at 

Dodson. 
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Greetings: Principal Cheryl Clason receives a hug from one of 
her incoming students who just stepped off the first bus 
arrive at the newly opened Dodson Elementary School in 
Canton Monday morning. 

s t u d e n t , a p p a r e n t l y r e f e r r i n g to 
something like a new car fragrance. 

"The hallways have a lot of light, 
and the ce i l ings are h igh in the 
halls," said Shelby Zang, 9, a fourth 
grader who went to Hoben Elemen-
tary last year. 

Af ter h i s c lass took t h e tour, 
Gavin Potter said he "likes the gym 
b e c a u s e i t has new b a s k e t b a l l 
hoops." 

Robin Holmiund left shortly after 
dropping off her son, Andrew, a 
kindergartner. He wanted her to 
leave since all the other moms were 
going. 

"He was so excited this morning, 

All eyes: 
Kinder-
gartner 
Quinn 
Boone 
listens to 
teacher 
Cathie 
Kerr. 

going t h r o u g h h i s 
backpack and saying 'Come on, let's 
go,"' she said. "I have to admit, I 
had a few tears. I said, 'Slow down, 
I don't want you to grow up.'" 

Arlene Thomas' son, Emanuel, 8, 
went to Hulsing last year. She likes 
the idea of finally having a neighbor-
hood school at the corner of Beck 
and Cherry Hill. 

"We live right down the street, so 
this is much more convenient," she 
said. "Traveling to Hulsing was a 
long bus ride for the kids. It seems 
we passed 10-12 schools just to get 
there." 

The excitement over the first day 

. . . . mkAMAAil A A 

would h a v e changed t h e zon ing to 
allow two dwelling uni ts per acre on 
the parcel. Day cares are not allowed 
as a special land use in rural zones, but 
are allowed on other residential and 
commercial properties. 

James O'Day, who owns the propet-
ty, expressed his frustration about the 
denial at the board meeting Tuesday. 

"I felt this thing w a s basically an 
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Volunteer 
panel has 
openings 
• H U M A N R E L A T I O N S 

BY CAROL MARSHALL 
STAFF WRITER 
cmarshall@oe.homecomrn.net 

The Human Relations Commission 
needs two more Canton residents to 
fill volunteer vacancies. 

The 10-member c o m m i s s i o n w a s 
formed in January to address ethnic 
diversity issues in the township. 

Recently, commissioner Muriel Bur-
rell moved out of state, and commis-
s ion cha irwoman Monika Dua wil l 
also soon leave her post in preparation 
for a move. 

"We have a few applications right 
now, but we're a l w a y s looking for 

m o r e peop le 
who would be 
i n t e r e s t e d i n 
serving on the 
c o m m i s s i o n , " 
said Adminis-
t r a t i v e and 
C o m m u n i t y 
Services Direc-
tor D a n 
D u r a c k , w h o 
s e r v e s a s the 
t o w n s h i p ' s 
l ia i son on the 
commission. 

"The people 
who are on the 
c o m m i s s i o n 
now are obvi-
ously interest-
ed in the vari-
o u s e t h n i c 
i s s u e s and 
d i v e r s i t y i n 

the community," Durack said. "Some 
have a background in diversity train-
ing but most are just residents who 
are interesting in taking on an active 
role in that area of township life." 

The commission has made several 
large strides since it formed and will 
return to where it began later this fall. 
The commiss ion wil l present at an 
Oct. 16 board of trustees study session 
its recommendations about the Martin 
Luther King Jr. holiday. 

P l e a s e s e e COMMISSION, A4 

1 'Some 
tiers) have a 
background in 
diversity train-
ing but most 
are Just resi-
dents who are 
interesting in 
taking on an 
active role in 
that area of 
township life.' 

Dan Durack 
township liaison 

Canton Newcomers 
celebrate milestone 
BY CAROL MARSHALL 
STAFF WRITER 
cmarshall@oe.homecomm.net 

The Canton Newcomers has been a 
social and civic outlet for local women 
for some three decades. When the club 
ho lds i t s f i r s t m e e t i n g of the y e a r 
Wednesday at the Hanford Clubhouse, 
they'll mark the group's 30th anniver-
sary. 

"It's been wonderful ," said J u l i e 
Droski, who joined the club last year 
after moving to Canton from Pennsyl-
v a n i a . "I h a v e a whole ne twork of 
friends I wouldn't have had." 

Droski and her husband moved to 
the community with their 11-year-old, 
18-month-old and 5-week-old children. 

"It can be very i so la t ing s t a y i n g 
home with children," Droski said. "I 
was in Pennsylvania for a year and 
met no one." 

She heard about the N e w c o m e r s 
from a friend, and was attracted to the 
family-oriented play groups and the 

women-only social offshoots of the club. 
"We've got Ladies Night Out, play 

groups, a scrap booking club and recipe 
club. You can get out as much as you 
want," Droski said. "I e v e n played 
Bunco one night, but it's more about 
eating and drinking and socializing 
than it about the game. I don't want to 
do anything you have to pay attention 
to w h e n I f i n a l l y get to go out by 
myself. I jus t want to do something 
fun." 

The club offers dozens of options 
from book clubs to baby-sitting co-ops 
to a-coffee klatch. 

"We like to help women and families 
get out and get acquainted with the 
area," sa id nine-year member Eliza-
beth Gaecke. "But we're also a charita-
ble group as well as a social group." 

The club's 200 members hold fund-
raisers and clothing or school supplies 
drives for groups such as women's shel-

Please see NEWCOMERS, A2 

Grooming their successors 

STAFF PHOTO BY PAUL HURSCHMANN 

Chiefettes clinic: Hannah Sensius of Canton, 5% twirls her 
pompons while Canton Chiefettes instructor Julie Smith 
leads a group in learning a routine during the Chiefettes 
Pom Clinic last week at Hoben Elementary School in Can-
ton. Fifty-seven girls attended the event under the tutelage 
of 24 varsity Chiefettes and several intermediate squad 
members. 

mailto:cmarshall@oe.homecomm.net
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ters and First Step. 
Although it's been nearly a 

decade since Gaecke moved to 
from Columbus, Ohio, to Can-
ton she's as active as ever in 
the club. 

"I still learn new things at 
Newcomers," she said. "We 
bought another house l a s t 
year and I got so much infor-
mation about local business-
es." 

Many women are drawn to 
the club because they're look-
ing for a little time for them-
selves as well as activities for 
their children. 

Lori Shaw joined the New-
comers when she moved to 
Canton from Chicago three 
years ago. 

"When I came to Canton, I 
didn't know anyone and of 
course I was hoping to find 
play groups," she said. "But 
it's more than that. It's amaz-
i n g how m a n y f r i ends I 
made." 

The Newcomers also attract 
people from communities out-
s i d e of Canton . "We don't 
h a v e a r e s i d e n c y require-
ment," joked Gaecke. 

One thing that is required 
i s an i n t e r e s t i n m a k i n g 
friends. 

"It's very hard to go to a 
club where you've never met 
anyone, and to move into a 
community where you have 
never met anybody," Droski 
said. "You just have to get out 
there. You have to be your-
self." 

The Newcomers meet from 
S e p t e m b e r t h r o u g h May. 
Their f irst mee t ing for the 
2001-2002 season will be held 
Wednesday, Sept. 5 at 7 p.m. 
at the Hanford Clubhouse in 
the Sunflower subdivision on 
H a n f o r d b e t w e e n Canton 
Center and Beck roads . For 
more information call (734) 
495-0520. 

TCUT 
THE GRASS 

Ornamental 

GRASSES 
J ga l l on REG. $ 9 . 9 9 

$>J.99 

#1200-101 

Leave ornamental grasses 
unprunedfor winter interest. 

s e l e c t ORNAMENTAL 
25-50% TREES 
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from 5' B&B & up 

Cleveland Select 
& Bradford Pear 

2-2.5" B&B 

* Sargent Crab 
1.75" B&B 

HOME & GARDEN 

RAGGED 
MULCH 
2 cu.Jl. bags 

REG. $3.99 

Pine Bark 

Nuggets 
#4039-111 

Pine Mulch 
#4039-035 
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Purse snatched in church lot 
A 41-year-old Detroit woman 

on her way to church was the 
victim of a purse snatching Sun-
day.. 

The w o m a n told police s h e 
dropped her mother off near the 
entrance of the Saint Thomas a' 
Becket church. She went to park 
the car, and was confronted by a 
man who stole her purse and 
fled in a cream colored van. 

Besides cash, her purse also 
conta ined her h o u s e k e y s , 
numerous credit cards and per-
sonal papers. 

The woman and a witness told 
police the van was driven by a 
thin black man, 5-feet 5-inches 
to 5-feet 7-inches tall, between 
the ages of 25 and 30. 

Death investigation 
Canton police are investigat-

ing the death of a 57-year-old 
man. 

The man died in his Warren 
Road apartment, and was dis-
covered a week later by his girl-
friend. 

The woman had been trying to 
contact h im by phone for days, 
but had no luck. When she found 
his body, it was evident he had 
expired several days earlier. 

His neighbor last saw him a 
week before his body was discov-
ered. 

Embezzlement 
Canton police arrested a 33-

year-old Detroit man after he 
allegedly embezzled $5,500 from 
his employer, the Home Depot 
store at 49500 Michigan Ave. 

A Home Depot loss prevention 
manager contacted police Mon-
day a f ter he d i scovered t h e 
employee h a d been m a k i n g 

COP CALLS 
bogus return receipts. 

The manager discovered one 
rece ipt w i t h a f a l s e driver's 
license number and phone num-
ber, a m o u n t i n g to more t h a n 
$200. A review of store security 
tape showed the employee pock-
eting the money from the regis-
ter. 

An investigation into one day's 
return rece ip t s showed more 
than $5,000 in phony returns. 

The man w a s s e e n on store 
tapes putt ing the receipts into 
his register and giving money to 
u n k n o w n people who did not 
re turn any m e r c h a n d i s e . On 
that day, he handed out so much 
cash h e n e e d e d to get more 
money from the store's vault , 
according to police reports. 

The employee told police he 
had created the rece ipts and 
s to le the m o n e y to m a k e h is 
house payment. 

Home invasion 
A 44-year-old Canton man was 

the vict im of a home invasion 
early S a t u r d a y m o r n i n g . An 
unknown suspect entered the 
man's home through a bedroom 
window i n the 8 0 0 0 block of 
Orhand at approximately 4:30 
a.m., according to police reports. 
A wal let containing $140 was 
stolen. Nothing else in the home 
was disturbed and no injuries 
were reported. 

The vict im was home at the 
time of the incident, but said he 
didn't hear the intruder because 
he was playing his music loudly. 
He didn't get a description of the 
suspect. Anyone with informa-

tion about the break-in is asked 
to call the Canton Police Depart-
ment at (734) 394-5400. 

Child endangerment 
A 42-year-old Canton woman 

was arrested for drunk driving 
and endangering her young chil-
dren early Friday morning. 

Police stopped to investigate 
w h e n t h e y spo t t ed h e r car 
parked just after 4 a.m. with its 
l i ght s on near a dead-end on 
Valley View. She was only a few 
blocks from her house. 

Police awoke the woman, and 
noticed beer cans in her car's 
center console. When she saw 
o f f i cers near her car, s h e 
a t t e m p t e d to h ide the c a n s 
under a blanket, according to 
police reports. 

Police also found her 6-year-
old and 8-year-old daughters 
s leeping in the car, and more 
beer cans in the chi ld s a f e t y 
seat. 

The woman said she didn't 
know how long she h a d been 
parked there, but said she had 
driven. Officers noted the car 
was in drive, and the beer cans 
were still cold. 

The fa ther of the c h i l d r e n 
came to pick them up, and the 
mother stumbled and s lurred 
her way through a field sobriety 
test. When she refused to submit 
to a blood alcohol level exam, 
she was taken in handcuffs to 
the hospital to have a blood test 
drawn. 

At the hospital, police say she 

w a s verbally abusive and bel-
ligerent, and officers needed to • 
handcuff her to draw her blood. 

S h e was cited for operat ing . 
under the influence of liquor and • 
child endangerment. 

Construction theft 
Four homes under construc-

tion were broken into last week- > 
end, and nearly $4,000 worth of 
e q u i p m e n t w a s s t o l e n from 
them. 

Someone broke into the hous-
es near Hillcrest and Brookridge 
by kicking the front doors. 

The thief caused more than 
$100 in damage and made off 
wi th two furnaces, tools and a-
water cooler. 

Disorderly diner 
Canton police ques t ioned a 

man who became disorderly and 
t h r e a t e n e d an e m p l o y e e of a. 
local restaurant, then left with-
out paying his bill. 

The man became involved in 
an altercation with another cus-. 
tomer at the Chili's restaurant 
a t 4 1 6 8 0 Ford l a s t Sa turday 
afternoon. 

A r e s t a u r a n t m a n a g e r told 
police he was swearing and was 
getting loud. 

He fled the restaurant without 
paying and when the manager 
approached him in the parking 
lot, he threatened her with phys-
ical harm and exposed himself, 
according to police reports. 

Police caught up to the unruly 
customer, who said he had been 
in an argument at the restau-
rant , but den ied s w e a r i n g or 
flashing the manager. 

Center 

There's bargains galore 
at this garage sale 

Presented by 
Hands On Center For Physical Therapy 

STRIKING A NERVE 
Sciatica is the painful condition 

involving the sciatic nerve, which 
is actually a group of nerves 
running f rom the iower back 
through the buttock and thigh to 
the knee, where it branches on 
down to the feet, besides pain 
deep in the buttock, irritation of 
the sciatic nerve m^y also cause 
pain in the th igh that radiates 
down to the feet, as wel l as 
weakness and numbness in the 
legs. Diagnosis may reveal an 
in ju ry to a spinal disc or 
inflammation ana/or spasm of the 
piriformis muscie (the muscle in 
the buttocks that maintains hip 
stability and allows you to lift your 
leg sideways). The first line of 
treatment after the acute pain has 

subsided is usual ly physical 
therapy. 

Keep in mind, nearly every 
condit ion responds wel f to the 
correct form of exercise, and 
adopting a sedentary or inactive 
way of life wi l i generally result in. a 
loss of strength and mobility, and 
an increase in pain and stiffness. 
To retain or boost your current 
level of physical abifity; ask your 
physician for a referral to the 
H A N D S O N CENTER FOR 
PHYSICAL THERAPY, located in 
Plymouth, at 470 Forest Avenue, 
Suite 20. We'l l work closely wi th 
you to develop a workable, 
enjoyable plan of therapy and 
exercise. For more information, 
please calf 455-8370. 

P.S. "Piriformis syndrome" is estimated to be responsible for about 8 
out of 100 cases of sciatica. 

Bicycles, golf clubs, jewelry 
and hand tools are among the 
items the Canton Public Safety 
Department will be selling Sept. 
12 

The purpose of the sale is to 
dispose of recovered stolen and 
abandoned property, according 
to Public Safety Property Clerk 
B r e n d a Snyder . The s a l e wil l 
run from 8 to 11 a.m. at the Can-
ton Department of Public Works 
building, on Sheldon Road just 
south of Michigan Ave. 

"We usua l ly have a pre t ty 
good crowd," said Snyder. "If you 
want to get the good stuff, you 
should be there right at 9 a.m." 

Many of the items come from 
pol ice cases that h a v e b e e n 
closed out over the past year, 

she explained. 
The sale typical ly brings in 

about $1,000, which goes back 
into the police operating fund. 
S n y d e r sa id more t h a n 300 
items will be sold at extremely 
reasonable prices. 

"Everything is priced to sell," 
Snyder said. 

Bicycles a n d tools will make 
u p t h e bu lk of t h e sa le i t ems . 
Bikes range from boys and girls 
models to adult 15- and 18-speed 
models. Screwdrivers, hammers, 
wire cutters and saws are among 
the hand tools that will be avail-
able. 

A complete list of sale items 
will be available at the Canton 
Pol ice D e p a r t m e n t la ter th i s 
week. 

Want 11 Great Rate on a 

HOME EQUITY LOAN? 
If you live or work in Plymouth, Canton, Northville, or Novi, it's as 

close as your own backyard. 

Home Equity 
Line of Credit 

with rates as low as 

and N O CLOSING COSTS * 

mvcrsary Gall or Stop In Today! 

AT Y O U R SERVICE. 

I N YOUR C O M M U N I T Y 

' T h e above rate (Prime Rate as published in the Wall Street journal -.25%) is based upon loan 
amounts of $25;000 or more with a loan to value (LTV) of 80% or less and assumes the discount of 
. 2 5 % received when payments are automatically deducted f rom a Community Federal checking 
account. Actual rate will be determined by LTV and the amount borrowed. A $200.00 cancellation fee 
is charged to all accounts closed within die first 24 months. T h e annual fee of $50.00 is waived for die 
first year, and on all accounts with balances of $20,000 or more. Rate as of 8/23/01, subject to change. 

(734) 453-1200 
(877) YES- CFCU 

9 5 7 - 2 3 2 8 

Plymouth 
500 S. Harvey 

Canton 
6355 N. Canton Center Rd. 
Northville 
400 E. Main St. 

www.cfcu.org 

Equal Opportunity Lender. 

http://www.cfcu.org
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of school, as well as the opening 
of Dodson, permeated the teach-
ers, too. 

"No matter how long you've 
taught, it's always exciting the 
first day to see all the new faces 
and excitement," admitted 
Cheryl Chipman, who trans-
ferred from Bent-
ley to teach sec-
ond grade at Dod-
son. "And, open-
ing a new school 
is a unique oppor-
tunity to work 
with a new staff 
and come togeth-
er as a team. 
How often do you 
get a chance to 
start from scratch 
and help build a 
new curriculum 
and develop a 
school philoso-
phy?" 

It was a similar 
story on the other 
end of the Ply-
m o u t h - C a n t o n 
school district, at 
Farrand Elemen-
tary School. 

"It feels good to 
be back," said 
Tyler Dean, a 
f i f th grader at 
Farrand Elemen-
tary in Plymouth 
Township. "I've gone here all 
my life, and I've gotten used to it 
and all the things that happen 
here. It's kind of fun to learn, 
and they make you have a great 
time." 

Principal Ann Kuhn believes 
that kind of student attitude is 
.the result of ushering in new 
school years for more than a 
decade. 

"We've almost perfected the 
first day over that period of time 
... making a number of minor 
changes," Kuhn said as she pre-
pared to visit several classrooms 
on the first day of school. "I've 
got a wonderful secretary who 
gets everything organized, a 
great staff, parents that help, 
and a veteran group of para-pro-
fessionals who know exactly how 
to handle things." 

However, Kuhn knows the 

only constant each year is 
change. And this year there is 
plenty of it at Farrand to help 
improve the atmosphere. 

"The district has put a cross-
ing guard out front," said Kuhn. 
"We have all the special educa-
tion vans and buses, so there's a 

First assignment: Aman Munday and Valentine Naj-
jar interview one another for a project in Sheri 
Weiss's fifth-grade class Monday. The students got 
to know their classmates by interviewing another 
person and then introducing him to the rest of the 
class. 

lot of traffic. There's always a 
concern for safety." 

The inside is a bit brighter 
with skylights adding to the 
ambiance. 

"The old metal roof was taken 
off and the skylights were uncov-
ered. It's nice to have natural 
light in the rooms," Kuhn added. 

A new gym floor and murals 
painted by parents and former 
students on the hallway walls, 
are other improvements Kuhn 
points to in making her school a 
more fun place to attend. 

Much of the fun is in the 
lunchroom. The upper level stu-
dents know they must spend the 
first 15 minutes eating lunch, 
after which they can spend the 
remaining 35 minutes playing. 

"The first day is mostly help-
ing the first graders who have 
never eaten lunch at school, and 

haven't gone a full day. Many of 
them think they get to go home 
after lunch," said Rose Stemmer-
mann, who on the first day has 
done what she has for the past 
nine years as a para-profession-
al, supervising lunch and help-
ing in the classrooms. 

K u h n 
e n c o u r a g e s 
parents to visit 
during lunch 
and eat wi th 
students . "It 
gives parents 
some time to 
spend with 
their children, 
and you can 
never have too 
much help in 
the lunch 
room," she 
chuckled. 

Sherry and 
Darren Vickery 
of Plymouth 
have done that 
wi th three of 
their children, 
and were on 
hand for the 
f irst day of 
school once 
again, this 
time for Jesse, 
6, a first grad-
er. 

"When I had 
lunch for the first time at school 
as a child, I was nervous. I did-
n't know where anything was, or 
what to do. But, my mom 
helped me and I never forgot 
that," said Sherry Vickery, as 
she helped Jesse with his lunch. 

"I think it makes them feel 
more secure, seeing a familiar 
face, other than maybe a teach-
er," added Darren Vickery. 

On the other end of the spec-
trum, the year will be one of 
responsibi l i ty for the f i f th 
graders, as they plan to move on 
to middle school next year. 

"I'm the oldest boy in the class, 
so I get to help out the younger 
kids," said Matt Haslam, 9, of 
Plymouth Township, as he left 
for recess before heading back to 
his multi-age classroom. "You 
have to help them learn things. 
That's my number one priority." 

I-
* * 
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Group activity: Morning kindergartners Sajeen Patel (left), Victoria Chapman, Tay-
lor Harvath, Tim Johnson and Justin Ralph play a game of "Simon Says" with 
teacher Cathie Kerr at Dodson Monday. 

arv 
Did you know? 
• The library will be closed for 

Labor Day on Monday, Sept. 3? 
• The Children's Library has 

a Kid's Quiet Study room for 
reading and studying? 

• The next evening book dis-
cussion will be "The Execution-
er's Song" by Norman Mailer at 
7 p.m. Monday, Sept. 17? 

• The library wi l l resume 
Sunday hours from noon to 6 
p.m. on Sunday, Sept. 9? 

• The Flossie Tonda Volun-
teer of the Year Award went to 
Audrey Moore? 

• Teens can "Make their Own 
Beauty Products" on Tuesday, 
Sept. 11?' Registration begins 
Saturday, Sept. 1. 

• September is Nat ional 
Library Card Sign-Up Month? 

Web watch 
Check out these new Web 

sites: 
• www.luminarium.org 
• www.financialfind.com 

• www.worldofinspiration. 
com 

• www.abalawinfo.org 
• famousnamechanges.com 
Q & A 
Q: How did Europe get its 

name? 
A: Though its origin is not 

known for certain, the name is 
very old. A Greek hymn to Apol-
lo from the sixth century B.C. 
mentions the name, which origi-
nally applied only to part of the 
Balkan Peninsula. Europe prob-
ably derives from a word mean-
ing "mainland," though it may 
be related to the Assyrian ereb -
"darkness, west," and therefore 
"land of the setting sun." 

Source: The Book of Answers 
by Barbara Berliner 

N e w For Teens 
• Barnum's Own Story, the 

Autobiography of P. T. Barnum 
by Waldo R. Browne 

• Lakota Woman by Mary 
Crow Dog and Richard Erdoes 

• Alicia: My Story by Alicia 
Appleman-Jurman 

• Ansel Adams, An Autobiog-
raphy with Mary Street Alinder 

• Yeager by Chuck Yeager 
and Leo Janos 

N e w For Children 
• The First Olympic Games: A 

Gruesome Greek Myth with a 
Happy Ending by Jean Richards 

• Pinky and Rex and the Just-

Right Pet by James Howe 
• Albertina, the Animals, and 

Me by Susi Gregg Fowler 
• Starry Tales by Geraldine 

McCaughrean 
N e w Videos and DVDs 

• The Lion In Winter 
• Malena 
• The Pledge 
• A Walk In The Sun 
• Welcome To Sarajevo 
N e w CD-ROMs 

• Guitar Songs 
• Publish It! 
Hot Topic of the Week 
• Internet Safety Month! 

September is dedicated to the 
ideal of keeping children safe 
from harmful sites and informa-
tion on the Internet. It is a 
month for parents to become 
more connected with their chil-
dren through safe family surfing 
and visits to educational sites on 
the Internet. The first month of 
the school year is a good time for 
parents to show kids that the 
Internet can be fun without 
going to sites designated as "off 
limits." 

@ the Canton Library is com-
piled by Laura Dorogi of the 
library staff. The library is at 
1200 S. Canton Center. For more 
information about library pro-
grams and services, call (734) 
397-0999. 
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S T A F F P H O T O S BY P A U L H U H S C H M A W * 

I know: Fifth grader Samantha Saker raises her hand, as classmate Arica Reynolds? 
looks around during an assembly for fourth and fifth graders Monday at Dodson. 
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Van Buren administrators get 3-year pact 
BY KURT KUBAN 
STAFF WRITER 
kkuban@oe.homecomm.net 

Van Buren Public Schools has 
reached a contract agreement 
with the union that represents 

Say it with 

by Steve Mansfield 

A WELCOMING SIGHT 
Greet visitors in the entryway of 

your home with a well-placed 
bouquet that does not have -to be 
large to make a big impression. For a 
welcoming bouquet, try combining 
white alstroemeria, Sprengeri 
asparagus fern, and limonium with 
delphinium, juniper, and gerbera 
daisies. Make an expanded version 
of a handheld arrangement and bind 
the stems together with ribbon. Then, 
cut the thick cluster of stems level 
across the bottom so that the 
arrangement will stand in a shallow 
vase. Aside from its cheerfulness, the 
arrangement conveys special 
thoughts. According to the Victorian 
language of flowers, delphinium 
stands for the desired return of a 
friend, juniper conveys welcome to a 
new home, and gerbera daisies 
translate to friendship. 

Nature of has a way of conveying 
what we cannot; so let your flowers 
speak for you! At HEIDE'S 
FLOWERS & GIFTS iocated at 995 
W. Ann Arbor Trail, Plymouth, we 
would be glad to help you pick the 
perfect flowers for any occasion. We 
are celebrating over . 100 years in 
business, and 25 years in our current 
location, so you know you're in good 
hands when you come to us. 
Worldwide wire service is available, 
and your satisfaction is always 
assured. To place your order by 
phone, call 453-5140, or visit our 
website at www.heidesflowers.com. 
Look for our next article in two 
weeks. 

HINT: In the Victorian language of 
flowers, roses can convey everything 
from love to beauty to congratulations. 

administrators and supervisors. 
The Van Buren Administra-

tors and Supervisors Associa-
tion, which represents 28 mem-
bers including principals, assis-
tant principals and supervisors 
of programs such as athlet ics 
and special education, agreed to 
the new three-year contract that 
runs through June 30, 2004. The 

old contract expired J u n e 30, 
2001. 

The contract cal ls for a 3.5-
p e r c e n t s a l a r y i n c r e a s e for 
VBASA members for the 2001-02 
school year, as well as two addi-
t ional s teps on the pay scale. 
Members will receive $500 for 
each the two steps. 

VBASA president Mike Collet-

LT064494 

P L A N N I N G C O M M I S S I O N 
C H A R T E R T O W N S H I P O F C A N T O N 

N O T I C E O F P U B L I C H E A R I N G 

P R O P O S E D A M E N D M E N T T O T H E F U T U R E L A N D 
U S E M A P O F T H E C O M P R E H E N S I V E P L A N O F 
T H E C H A R T E R T O W N S H I P O F C A N T O N , W A Y N E 
C O U N T Y , M I C H I G A N . 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to Act 168 of the Public Acts of 1959 
of the State of Michigan, as amended, and pursuant to the Comprehensive 
Plan of the Charter Township of Canton that the Planning Commission of 
the Charter Township of Canton will hold a Public Hearing on Monday, 
October 1, 2001 in the First Floor Meeting Room of the Canton Township 
Administration Building, 1150 S. Canton Center Road at 7:00 p.m. on the 
following proposed amendment to the Future Land Use Map of the 
Comprehensive Plan: 

POOLE/CERVI/SINGH FUTURE LAND USE AMENDMENT -
CONSIDER REQUEST TO AMEND THE FUTURE LAND USE MAP 
FROM LOCAL SHOPPING TO MEDIUM HIGH DENSITY RESIDENTIAL 
(UP TO 8 DWELLING UNITS/ACRE) FOR PARCEL NOS. 051 99 0013 000 
AND 051 99 0015 000. Property is located on the northeast corner of 
Haggerty and Cherry Hill Roads. 
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NORTH 
Written comments addressed to the Planning Commission should be 
received at the above address prior to Thursday, September 27, 2001 in 
order to be included in the materials submitted for review. 

VIC GUSTAFSON. Chairman 
Publish: August 30 and September 20.2001 
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ta, who is the athletic director at 
B e l l e v i l l e H i g h School , sa id 
members are general ly happy 
with the contract. 

"To the best of my knowledge, 
the majority of the union mem-
bers are satisfied with the con-
tract. Personally, I'm happy with 
it. It's basically a good contract," 
he said. 

Previously, there were only six 
steps on the pay scale. According 
to Louise Williamson, the dis-
trict's director of personnel, 11 
VBASA members will be eligible 
for step seven this year. 

"Adding steps seven and eight 
is c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s for the 
longevity of the folks who have 
dedicated many years to the edu-
cation of the s tudent s of Van 
Buren," she said. 

Colletta said the two addition-

al steps will be an incentive for 
members who have been" on the 
job for years without getting sig-
nificant pay increases. 

"The fact that they've added a 
couple of steps is nice, because it 
is an incentive. For those of us 
who have been on the job for a 
number of y e a r s , t h i s i s a 
reward, which I think is impor-
tant," sa id Co l l e t ta , who h a s 
been in his current position for 
18 years. 

Top scale for the high school 
principal on the eighth step will 
be $97 ,582; $ 8 9 , 4 8 2 for h i g h 
school a s s i s tants ; $92 ,782 for 
middle school principals; $82,432 
for middle school a s s i s t a n t s ; 
$85,982 for e lementary princi-
pals; $84,782 for special services 
supervisor; and $81,082 for ath-
letic supervisor. 

Also as part of the new con- \ 
tract, the district will implement 
an administrator mentoring pro-: 
gram, which is designed to get • 
teachers interested in adminis- . 
trative positions. Each building 
administrator will be assigned a- \ 
mentor, who will provide profes- . 
sional support and guidance. The , 
mentors will be paid a stipend of 
$125 per semester. 

"There are principal positions 
opening up all over the country 
right now. This program wi l l . 
take some of the teachers that , 
have been around and h a v e : 
them work under a supervisor. I , 
think it is important because it *. 
will create more of an interest;- , 
and encourage young, s t rong 
teachers to gain administrative >; 
experience," Colletta said. 

Commission from page A1 

The commission formed as a 
response to residents concerned 
about the township's refusal to 
grant employees a paid holiday 
on King's recognized birthday. 

"This is the number one issue 
the commission has been work-
ing on," according to Durack. 

Besides the King holiday, the 
c o m m i s s i o n h a s a l so been 
preparing for expanded involve-
ment in Liberty Fest after Can-
ton Project Arts hosted the town-

ship's first ethnic celebration at 
Liberty Fest in June. 

"We're looking at expanding on 
the ethnic festival over the next 
couple of years and expanding on 
our i n v o l v e m e n t in L iber ty 
Fest," Durack said. "Liberty Fest 
was a good experience and we 
want to keep it going and see our 
involvement grow." 

The commission is also i n the 
process of developing brochures 
and educational material. 

The H u m a n Relations Com- ' 
mis s ion m e e t s on the second ; 
Monday of each month at 6:30 
p.m. in Conference Room 2 in the -
township administrative offices 
lower level. 

Those interested in serving on • 
the commiss ion should send a 
letter of interest to: Township 
Supervisor Tom Yack, 1150 Can- ^ 
ton Center South, Canton, M I 
48188. 

Party is benefit for Wayne police 
They'll be firing up the coals 

Thursday, Sept. 6, for the annu-
al Ox Roast and Millionaire's 
Party sponsored by the Wayne 
County Pol ice L i e u t e n a n t s , 
Sergeants and Corporals Associ-
ation. 

This is the 42nd annual fund-
raiser for the group with mem-
bers from s u b u r b a n police 
d e p a r t m e n t s across Wayne 
County. Held at the Waltz Club 
in Sumpter Township, the Ox 
Roast runs from noon to 7 p.m. 

There isn't actually a roast but 

top rounds of beef cooked in a 
huge barbecue pit. 

"We have nice rolls for sand-
w i c h e s and nice H a m t r a m c k 
horseradish," said Jay Newcomb, 
a Garden City Police sergeant 
who as as soc ia t ion third-vice 
president is chairing the event. 

The tickets - $20 in advance 
and $25 at the gate - include all 
you-can-eat on the menu that 
also includes corn on the cob, 
k i e l b a s a , c lam c h o w d e r and 
mussels, beer and non-alcoholic 
beverages. 

Besides eat ing and drinking, 
the Ox Roast is also a million-
aire's party featur ing various 
games of chance such as black-
jack. 

Last year, about 1,500 people 
attended the event which is the 
major fund-raiser for the associ-
ation which has 320 members. 

Tickets are avai lable at the 
ga te d u r i n g t h e e v e n t or i n 
advance from Newcomb by call-
ing 525-8088 after 3 p.m. 
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OBITUARIES 

HARVEY J. PUS 
Services for Harvey Plas, 74, 

of Plymouth were held Aug. 25 
at St. Kenneth Catholic Church 
with the Rev. Joseph S. Mallia 
officiating. Burial was at River-
side Cemetery in Plymouth. 

Mr. Plas was born Oct. 15, 
1926 and died Aug. 22. He was 

, a financial planner. He worked 
for the Ford Motor Company 
and retired from the Raw-
sonville plant in Belleville. He 
also worked at Dearborn, Shel-
don Road plant in Plymouth and 
the Sandusky plant in San-
dusky, Ohio. He also worked for 
the General Motors Corporation, 
at the GMC Truck & Coach in 
Pontiac. He was married for 47 
years. 

He came to Plymouth in 1960 
from Huron, Ohio. Before that, 
he lived in Pontiac. He was a 
member of St. Kenneth Catholic 
Church since the parish began 
in 1975. He participated in the 
Christian Service Commission, 
lectured at church, headed the 
committee for the soup kitchen 
for St. Christine's parish in 
Detroit. He was in the U.S. 
Marines during World War II. 
He received his Bachelor's 
Degree in accounting from 
Dyke-Spenceriom College in 
Ohio in 1949. He loved golfing 
and made his own golf clubs. 
He loved his family gatherings 
and loved his grandchildren. He 
loved gardening and was an 
avid reader. He was interested 
and watched the stock market. 

Mr. Plas was preceded in 
death by parents, Walter & 
Josephine Plas; and brother, 
Clair Plas. 

Survivors include wife, Alice 
of Plymouth Township; children, 
Mike L. Plas of Westland, Jill 
M. (Allen) Landers of Ann 
Arbor, John T. Plas of Westland, 
Nancy (Terry) O'Neill of South 
Lyon, Jim (Dawn) Plas of West-
land, and Andrew Plas of Ply-
mouth Township; grandchil-
dren, Patty (Brian) Atkinson, 
Brandon Landers, Brittany Lan-
ders, Kelly O'Neill, Corey 
O'Neill, and Emily Plas; and 
great-grandchild, Lindsey 
Atkinson. 

Memorial contributions may 
be made to the Multiple Sclero-
sis Society, 21311 Civic Center 
Drive, Southfield, ML 48076-
3911. 

Arrangements made by 
Schrader-Howell Funeral Home. 
CHRISTIE ANN WHITE 

Services for Christie White, 
23, of Belleville will be held 
Aug. 27 at the McCabe Funeral 
Home Canton Chapel with the 
Rev. Cheryl Colter officiating. 
Burial will be at Riverside 
Cemetery in Plymouth. 

Christie was born Dec. 6,1977 
in Ann Arbor and died Aug. 23 
in Belleville. She was a student. 

She was preceded in death by 
her grandparents Charlene 
White, and Eula Brown. 

Survivors include parents, 
David (Annette) White; and sis-
ter, Amy White; and grandpar-
ents Forest White and Raymond 
Brown. 

Memorial contributions may 
be made to the U-of-M Epilepsy 
Center, 1500 E. Medical Center 
Drive, Ann Arbor, MI 48109. 

Arrangements made by 
McCabe Funeral Home Canton 
Chapel. 
FRANCfeS MARY KUSZYNSKI 

Services for Frances Kuszyns-
ki, 95, of Westland were held 
Aug. 27 at St. Richard Catholic 
Church with the Rev. Terence 
Treppa officiating. Burial was 
at St. Hedwig Cemetery in 
Dearborn Heights. 

Mrs. Kuszynski was born 
April 13,1906, in Chicago and 
died Aug. 24 in Westland. She 
was a homemaker. 

Survivors include son, Robert 
L. (Theresa) Kuszynski of Can-
ton; sister, Josephine Silhan of 
Highland Park; grandson, 
Robert M. (Cynthia) Kuszynski 
of Plymouth; grandson, Timothy 
P. Kuszynski; great-grandson, 
Brian Kuszynski; and great-
granddaughter, Karen Kuszyns-
ki. 

Arrangements were made by 
Vermeulen Funeral Home. 

JAMES E. MONTEITH 
Services for James Monteith, 

82, of Plymouth were held at the 
McCabe Funeral Home Canton 
Chapel. 

Mr. Monteith was born Sept. 
9. 1918, in Detroit and died Aug. 
25 in Farmington Hills. He was 
a retired architect from Eberle-
Smith in 1985. He was a former 
resident of Lake Ann, Mich. He 
was a graduate of Wayne State 
University in 1954. He was a 
member of First Church of 

Christ Scientist, Traverse City 
and former member of First 
Church of Christ Scientist, Ply-
mouth. He served in the U.S. 
Army during World War II from 
1940-1945 in Europe and in the 
South Pacific. 

He was preceded in death by 
his wife, Shirley Monteith. 

Survivors include sons, Clifton 
(Nancy) Monteith of Lake Ann, 
and David (Patricia) Monteith of 
Plymouth; brother, Richard 
Monteith; sister, Marie 
Sturmer; and three grandchil-

dren. 
Arrangements were'made by 

McCabe Funeral Home Canton 
Chapel. 

SAMUEL "SAM" FALVO 
Services for Sam Falvo, 87 of 

Redford were held Aug. 27 at St. 
Valentine Catholic Church with 
the Rev. Thomas A. Belczak offi-
ciating. Burial was at St. Hed-
wig Cemetery in Dearborn 
Heights. 

Mr. Falvo was born Feb. 19, 
1914, in Heilwood, Pa., and died 
Aug. 26 in Garden City. He 

moved to the Detroit area as a 
young man. He proudly served 
his country as a Sea Bee in the 
Navy during World War II and 
saw much of the world. 

He was a business owner of 
the Gulf (later Marathon) Ser-
vice Station. He was active in 
the Boys and Girls Club of 
Detroit and loved the game of 
baseball, coaching Little 
League, RTJAA, Barney 
McCloskey, and Westside Seven 
teams over the years. While 
coaching he would, at various 

times during the baseball sea-
son, load up as many kids as his 
Scout would hold and take them 
to a special Detroit Tigers game, 
where they would receive a ball, 
pin or small token from the 
game. 

He also belonged to the VFW 
Romanowski Post. During his 
years of retirement, you could 
always find him in attendance 
at one of his grandchildren's 
events, whether it be baseball, 
hockey, soccer, basketball, foot-

ball, school plays or dance 
recitals, he loved "his kids." 

Survivors include wife, 
Dorothy Falvo of Redford; 
daughter, Denise (Thomas) 
Atkins; son, Mark (Jean) Falvo; 
and daughter, Sandy Falvo (Ron 
Walters); grandchildren, T.J. 
Atkins, Jeremy, Justin, Danny, 
and Cody Jagosz, and Sam, 
Tedi, Sean, Gabriella, and 
Catherine Falvo; sister, Katie; 
and many nieces and nephews. 

Arrangements were made by 
Harry J. Will Funeral Home. 

Save big 
on selected summer items! 

Women's Apparel: $ 1 9 - $ 1 9 9 
Designer • Dresses • Sportswear 
Special Sizes (Petites & Clairewood) 

Ms. J: $ 5 

Kids': $ 5 

and $ 

and $ 

Hurry in and rack up 

the savings! 
*Offer varies by store. Quantities are limited-
Savings are on selected items only, as identified by signs 

f 

M O N - S A T 1 0 - 9 • O P E N S U N AT N O O N Birmingham • (248) 644-6900 Livonia • (734) 591-7696 MUIM 5>AI 1U y U f t N d U N A1 N U U N I R o c h e s t e r • (248) 651-6000 
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Sen. Levin concentrates on gas prices, defense 
BY MIKE MALOTT 
HOMETOWN NEWS SERVICE 
m m a l o t t @ h o m e c o m m . n e t 

Sen. Carl Levin is confident 
he'll eventually find the "mecha-
nism" that causes gasoline prices 
to occasionally spike in Michi-
gan, and then lawmakers will* be 
able to decide whether they want 
to address it and what they will 
do about it. 

The Federal Trade Commis-
sion has been unable to find any 
evidence of price fixing, collusion 
or even "leader-follower" pricing, 

M i c h i g a n ' s 
senior Demo-
crat sa id he 
b e l i e v e s 

t h e r e m u s t 
be some trig-
ger for t h e 
sudden price 
movements. 

Stations 20 
m i l e s apar t 
w i l l adjus t 
p r i c e s 

upward s imultaneously, Levin 
noted. 

Levin 

"It is not as i f they all got 
deliveries yesterday," he said. 
"There is something, there is 
some mechan i sm that causes 
prices to move about the same 
distance at the same time." 

Gas prices have been one of 
the main issues Levin has had to 
confront since Democrats took 
over control of the U.S. Senate in 
June . That takeover, spurred 
when Sen. James M. Jeffords, R-
Vermont, left the Republican 
party, gave Levin the chairman-
ships of two of the most powerful 

c o m m i t t e e s i n the S e n a t e -
Armed Services and the Perma-
nent Investigations Subcommit-
tee of Government Affairs. 

Back in M i c h i g a n w h i l e 
Congress is on summer recess, 
Levin ta lked of his increased 
responsibilities in an interview 
with HomeTown Communica-
tions editors in Howell Friday, 
Aug. 17. 

As chairman of the Investiga-
tions Subcommittee, that makes 
Levin the only chair of a stand-
ing commit tee wi th subpoena 

power. He said he will use it if 
he has to to get answers about 
gas price spikes. 

Promising to conduct further 
hearings in October, Levin has 
a lready received hundreds of 
documents from the FTC a.nd 
taken testimony from oil compa-
ny executives. 

Gas prices have been closely 
watched in Michigan as prices 
rose to nearly $2 per gallon early 
this summer. That spurred calls 
from state legislators to investi-
gate possible price fixing or col-

get up to 3400 minutes 
Sign up now for the AT&T Digital Advantage 
$39.99 monthly plan and get: 

400 anytime minutes 
2000 night and weekend minutes 

plus choose one of these: . 

1000 Mobile-to-Mobile minutes 
or 
nationwide long distance included 
Sign up f o r 1000 M o b i l e - t o - M o b i l e m i n u t e s o r N a t i o n w i d e long d is tance a n d w e l l wa ive t h e 

m o n t h l y fee f o r o n e year M o b i i e - t o - M o b i l e m inu tes app ly t o calls p laced t o and f r o m o t h e r 

A T & T W i r e l e s s subscr ibers w h i l e y o u are in t h e M o b i l e - t o - M o b i l e Cal l ing A r e a and o n t h e 

A T & T W i r e l e s s n e t w o r k . N i g h t and w e e k e n d minutes , any t ime m inu tes a n d N a t i o n w i d e long 

distance available o n calls p laced f r o m y o u r H o m e Ca l l ing Area. 2 0 0 0 n ight and w e e k e n d 

minutes are available at n o add i t i ona l m o n t h l y charge f o r o n e year 

And get up to $80 cash back 
It's l ike get t ing a F R E E phone 

Nokia 5165 purchase price $79.99 

mail-in phone rebate -$40.00 

mail-in service rebate •$40.00 

final cost $ 0.00 
Sales t a x appl ies t o or ig inal pu rchase pr ice. 

Y O U R W O R L D . C L O S E A T H A N D . 
w AT&T Wireless 

800-IMAGINE® attwireless.com 

AT&T Wireless is now available in Lansing. 

A N N A R B O R 
926 W. Eisenhower Pkwy. 
248-372-7901 

FL INT 
3292 Linden Rd. 
810-733-1770 

TOLEDO 
4906 Monroe St. 
419-473-9756 

A U B U R N H I L L S 
3922 Baldwin Rd. 
248-745-3806 

L A T H R U P V I L L A G E 
27631 Southfield Rd. 
248-372-7921 

UTICA 
13307 Hall Rd. 
248-372-7931 

B I R M I N G H A M 
34200 Woodward Ave. 
248-372-7939 

L IVONIA 
37677 Six Mile Rd. 
734-462-1110 

BUSINESS S A L E S OFFICE 
26877 Northwestern Hwy. 
888-839-4650 

M A D I S O N HEIGHTS 
32800 John R. Rd. 
248-589-2770 

CANTON 
43241 Ford Rd. 
734-981-2107 

M O N R O E 
2121 N. Monroe St. #K8 
734-234-0573 

DEARBORN 
22137 Michigan Ave. 
248-372-7991 

NOVI 
43267 Crescent Blvd. 
248-372-7981 

DETROIT 
2660 E. Jefferson 
313-961-5424 

R0SEVILLE 
31902 Gratiot 
810-293-0142 

A W Wiro lo^s A u t h o r i z e d DtKtk'rs 

ALLEN PARK 
Discover Communications • 313-294-1400 
ANN ARBOR 
Activate Cellular • 734-669-0926 
Ann Arbor Wireless • 734-327-5100 
Control Data Systems • 734-669-0926 
AUBURN HILLS 
Activate Cellular • 248-857-8619 
Alternet Wireless • 246-377-0400 
BELLEVILLE 
Metro Paging and Cellular • 734-699-9080 
BRIGHTON 
Cellular and More • 810-227-7440 

18Q0mobilas.com 

CANTON 
Cellular and More • 734-981-7440 
DEARBORN 
Activate Cellular • 313-593-1989 
Control Data Systems • 313-945-6670 
Control Data Systems • 313-982-0100 
Discover Communications • 734-287-4200 
DETROIT 
Int'l Paging & Cellular • 313-536-7474 
Interstate Communications • 313-368-7070 
Interstate Communications • 313-521-6360 
EASTPOINTE 
Champion's Cellular Warehouse • $10-443-4444 

FENTON 
Cellular and More • 810-629-7440 
FORT GRATIOT 
Activate Cellular • 810-385-9942 
GARDEN CITY 
Mobile Tec • 734-421-0999 
HIGHLAND 
Global Network, Inc. • 888-666-4886 
LIVONIA 
Beyond, Inc. • 734-425-5900 
MADISON HEIGHTS 
Champion's Cellular Warehouse • 248-583-5555 
Control Data Systems • 248-542-8000 

MILF0RD 
Cellular and More • 248-684-7440 
NOVI 
Activate Cellular • 248-349-6487 
Cellular Plus • 248-662-1000 
REF0RD TOWNSHIP 
Discover Communications • 313- 794-1400 
ST CLAIR SHORES 
Activate Cellular • 810-778-0118 
STERLING HEIGHTS 
Activate Cellular » 810-566-5882 
Control Data Systems • 810-566-9661 
TROY 
In Touch • 248-588-7181 

WARREN 
Mobile Tec • 810-755-1891 
WATERF0RD 
Activate Cellular • 248-663-9084 
Int'l Cellular & Paging • 248-674-3200 
WAYNE 
Wireless Toys • 734-332-0000 
WESTLAND 
Activate Cellular • 734-513-7321 
YPSILANT! 
Ann Arbor Wireless • 734-327-5400 
Wireless Toys • 734-484-6000 

4tiOurairelBss.com Amazon.com® Bast Buy Buy.nom Circuit City Comp USA dlrectoH9r8.com OHics Max Staples wedelivercellular.com 

j ©2001 AT&T Wireless. Requires credit approval, activation fee, annual contract, a cancellation fee and a Digital multi-network phone. May not be available for purchase o r use in all areas. Phone availability 
: and price may vary at AT&T Wireless Authorized Dealer locations. Rates do not apply to credit card calls. Airtime for each call is rounded up to the next full minute. Monthly included and promotional 

minutes cannot be carried over t o any other month. Roaming,additional minute charges, other restrictions, charges, surcharges and taxes apply. Subject t o GeneralTerms and Conditions and calling plan brochure. May not be available with other offers. 
Nokia $ 4 0 Mail-in Rebate: O n e rebate per new Nokia 5165 phone purchase. Must be on AT&T Wireless service for at least 30 days and when rebate is processed. See rebate coupon fo r full details. Expires 9/15/01. $40 Mail-in Serv ice Rebate: 
O n e rebate per activation on a qualifying AT&T Wireless calling plan $29.99 monthly or above. Must be on AT&T Wireless service for at least 30 days and when rebate is processed. See rebate coupon for full details. No t available if you received a 
service credit at activation. Expires 9/15/01. N ight and W e e k e n d Minutes Promot ion: Available on calls placed from the Home Calling Area. Applicable long distance charges additional. Night and weekend airtime is from 8:00 p.m.to 6:5? a.m. 
Monday-Friday; and Friday 8:00 p.m. through Monday 6:59 a.m. Limited time offer. Nat ionwide Long Distance: When you sign up for our Nationwide Long Distance offer (available on AT&T Digital Advantage $39.99 monthly and above) we will 
waive the monthly fee of $4.99 for the first 12 months. N o wireless long distance charges apply to calls placed from your Home Calling Area to anywhere in the U.S. Standard airtime charges apply. Limited time offer. Mobile-to-Mobile Minutes: 
When you sign up for 1000 AT&T Wireless Mobile-to-Mobile Minutes (available on AT&T Digital Advantage $39.99 monthly and above) w e will waive the monthly fee of $9.99 for the first 12 months. Mobile-to-Mobile minutes apply to calls: I) placed 
to o r received from another AT&T Wireless subscriber's wireless phone; 2) placed o r received from your Mobile-to-Mobile Calling Area, and 3) on the AT&T Wireless network when caller ID is received. Long distance charges may apply. 1 
the AT&T Wireless Mobile-to-Mobi|e Minutes brochure for coverage and other details. 
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lusion. Michigan Attorney Gen-
era l J e n n i f e r G r a n h o l m sa id " 
she'd already been looking into 
the problem, in conjunction with 
the FTC, and could not find evi- • 
dence. ' 

E v e n t u a l l y , S t a t e S e n . Bill" . 
Bullard, R-Highland, and Rep. 
N a n c y Cass i s , R-Novi , intro- . 
duced bills this spring to outlaw 
zone pric ing. Zone pr ic ing is-
a m o n g t h e i s s u e s L e v i n w i l l 
study. 

Levin said other i s sues that^ 
have taken his attention include; 

• His Armed Services Com- \ 
mittee's review of the proposed 
$ 3 2 0 b i l l i on d e f e n s e b u d g e t . 
While Bush has already submit-% 
ted his spending plan, Levin said 
he has been working on his own 
proposal for that budget. 

• D e b a t e about P r e s i d e n t , 
George W. Bush's proposals for a 
mis s i l e defense sys t em bfefore. 
the armed services committee. 

L e v i n opposes the develop- ' 
ment of such a system. He said it 
would be expensive, other coun-
t r i e s could qu ick ly deve lop 
counter measures and would not; 
address low-tech delivery sys-' 
terns, "like a truck." 

Levin has announced he'll run 
for r e - e l e c t i o n n e x t year . 
Although he does not yet have 
an opponent, he anticipates he , 
will have & challenge. And he is 
already fund-raising in anticipa-
tion. But with his new responsi-
bilities, he said he won't focus on !. 
the election until the turn of the ; 
year. 

Sociology 
workshops 
offered 
. Madonna University's sociolo-
gy department is hosting several 
w o r k s h o p s over t h e coming 
months. 

First up is "Empathy Listen-
ing Skills," scheduled 5-8:55 p.m. 
Friday, Sept. 14, concluding 9 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 
15; and 5-8:55 p.m. Friday, Oct. 
26, conc luding 9 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. Saturday, Oct. 27. 

S t u d e n t s wi l l p r a c t i c e the 
e s tab l i shment of rapport wi th 
individuals through practical lis-
t e n i n g sk i l l s . The non-cred i t 
course fee is $125 and students 
can earn 1.5 continuing educa-
tion units. 

"Conflict Resolut ion: Class- , 
room/ Home/ Job" will be offered 
from 4-6:55 p.m. Thursday Oct. 
4, 11, 18 and 25; 5:30-9:30 p.m. 
Friday, Nov. 30, concluding 9-
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 
1 . 

For more information, such as. 
room l o c a t i o n s for t h e work-
shops, call (734) 432^5569 or fax-
(734) 432-5364. 
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NOTICE OF ADOPTION HEARING 
PROBATE COURT O F 

CASENO.Ol-A.Olfi 

TO: TERRENCE EDWARD MASON, father 
of JONATHON EDWARD MASON, a minor: 
Please take notice tha t a Petition for the . 
Adoption of the above-named minor who wag 
born to PATSY SUE MASON, on the 9th of 
MARCH, 1996, at 12:46 P.M., has-been filed 
in the Probate Court of Autauga County, 
Alabama. Please be advised t h a t if you 
intend to contest this adoption, you must file -
a written response with the Attorney for'the 
Petitioners named below and with the Clerk 
of the Probate <3ourt of Autauga County, a t 
176 W. Fif th Street, Prattville, AL 36067, as 
soon as possible but-no later than thir ty (30) 
days f rom the last day th i s notice is 
published. 

Petitioners: BRUCE TODD GRASHAM and 
DIANE O. GRASHAM 

Attorney for 
Petitioners: ROBERT O. BURTON 

341 S. CHESTNUT STREET 
PRATTVILLE, AL 36067 

Publish: August 23,30, and 
September 6 and 13,2001 uoesoss 

mailto:mmalott@homecomm.net
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Longtime Schoolcraft counselors 
retire from their 2nd 'family' 

It's a good bet that over the 
last 30-plus years, tens of thou-
sands of students have received 
advice from a trio of Schoolcraft 
College counselors who are retir-
ing this summer. 

Sylvia Vukmirovich and John 
Witten came to Schoolcraft in 
1967, with Ron Rogowski joining 
them in 1970. The three Livonia 
residents' careers span the time 
from the Vietnam War era, when 
they occasionally helped draft-
age men carry enough hours to 
qualify for draft exemptions, to 
the electronic revolution that 
allows instantaneous access to 
student information. 

"I will miss the eagerness in 
the eyes of the students," said 
Witter*) from his new home in De 
Tour Village at the eastern tip of 
the Upper Peninsula. 

"I also will miss the terror in 
the eyes of some of the women 
who said they drove into the 
parking lot three t imes before 
they found the courage to get out 
of the car ... and their excitement 
and joy two or three years later 
when they sat down to apply for 
graduation." 

Like family 
As the three mused over their 

life's work, they described grow-
ing up together professionally, 
like a family of brothers and sis-
ters who have intense philosoph-
ical disputes, but always help 
each other and always respect 
each other. 

Vukmirovich came to School-
craft after s ix years as an 
Engl i sh teacher . W h e n she 
earned her counseling degree, 
someone mentioned the college 
had an opening, she applied and 
got the job. "I took a pay cut to 
come here," she said. "But once I 
was on campus, I knew it was 
the place to be." 

Witten, an undergraduate 
music major, spent five years in 
the military, but kept up con-
tacts wi th former fra tern i ty 
brothers, several of whom were 
counselors. When he resigned 
his Army commission, he investi-
gated various civilian careers, 
talked to his friends about coun-
seling and earned a master's in 
guidance and counseling. 

Rogowski specifically targeted 
Schoolcraft. After his military 
service, he worked at the Univer-
sity of Michigan and visited area 
community colleges recruiting 
transfer students. 

"I l iked the a tmosphere at 
Schoolcraft," he said. 

Changing role 
When the three started their 

careers, there were fewer stu-
dents on campus, more full-time 
faculty and 12 counselors. Now 
there wi l l be three fu l l - t ime 
counselors for more students and 
more part-time faculty. But the 
nature of counseling itself has 
changed. 

"Counseling is more rewarding 
when you help someone explore 
their h u m a n potential ," said 
Rogowski. "I love working in the 
career planning field where you 
use a combination of informa-
tion, communication and person-
al growth skills." 

Rogowski cites a recent coun-
selee, a woman wanting to come 
to college after raising three chil-
dren. 

"She is a homemaker and 
mother and said she hadn't done 
what she wanted to do with her 
life. I told her she had done 
what she wanted to do which 
was to raise a magnificent fami-
ly. It would be her turn to go to 
college when she chose to do it. 
She beamed. Sometimes people 
need to feel good about them-
selves *and their previous choices 
in life before they can make new 
choices." 

These three totally dispel the 
notion that counselors set a cer-
tain path for students. 

"It's such a big event for a per-
son to come to college and sit in 
front of us for the first time," 
said Vukmirovich. "We give 
them options; if anything we 
open their eyes, not prescribe a 
certain path." 

Students without enthusiasm 
present another challenge. They 
really haven't chosen to go to col-
lege on their own, said Rogows-
ki, but are responding to pres-
sure from parents, peers, a boss 
or girl or boyfriend. 

"First we have to deal wi th 
these other issues , then wi th 
school," he said. 

These three counselors have 
aided count le s s numbers of 
Schoolcraft s tudents on their 
journeys to maturity. As they 
retire, they have rich memories 
and plans for the future. 

Future plans 

Witten was the "fantastic sys-
tems" guy, wi th a scheme 
devised and illustrated on big 
posters, whenever any problem 
came up. 

Now he plans to create stained 
glass, do woodworking and gar-
dening, travel and walk on the 
beach chasing his dog. He and 
wife Dottie, also_ retired from 
Schoolcraft this year, will wel-
come v is i tors , travel to the 
southwest in the winters and 
take power naps when the mood 
strikes them. 

Vukmirovich plans to spend 
more time with her grandchil-
dren, read, travel, perfect her 
golf game, and, once in a while, 
work part time in counsel ing 
when the student rush is on. 

Rogowski plans to continue 
working part t ime in career 
counseling, "make my wife my 
girlfriend," and spend time at his 
vacation home in Tucson. 

"The students didn't know it, 
but they were g iv ing me the 
opportunity to share in their 
lives," Rogowski said. 

Colleagues: 
Schoolcraft 
counselors Ron 
Rogowski deft), 
Sylvia Vuk-
mirovich and 
John Witten all 
retired this past 
spring. 

STARTS FRIDAY WITH 
S T O R E W I D E S A V I N G S T H R O U G H M O N D A Y , S E P T E M B E R 3 

4 0 % O F F Large selection of 
Parisian Signature separates. Reg. 72.00-120.00, 
sale 43.20-72.00. IN LADIES' SPORTSWEAR. 

2 5 % O F F Great selection of 
ladies' leather coats. Reg. 350.00, sale 262.S 
IN COATS. 

SALE 29.99 Large selection 
of denim for juniors. Reg. 38.00-44.00. 
IN JUNIORS. 

2 5 % O F F Entire stock of belts 
f rom Nine West and relativity. Reg. 18.00-38.00, 
saie 13.50-28.50. 

IN ACCESSORIES. 

2 5 % O F F Large selection of 
ladies' fait fashion mules f rom Enzo Angiolini, 
Anne Klein 2, Nine West, Unisa and more. Reg. 
5 5 . 0 0 - 7 9 . 0 0 , sale 41 .25 -59 .25 . IN WOMEN'S SHOES. 

2 5 % O F F Large selection of 
ladies' fall boots f rom Enzo Angiol ini, Franco 
Sarto, Nine West and relativity. Reg. 90.00-
1 3 9 . 0 0 , sale 67 .50-104.25 . IN WOMEN'S SHOES. 

SALE 19.99 CXS-21 5-pocket 
denim jeans and men's designer denim and twil l 
s h o r t s . R e g . 3 4 . 0 0 - 5 8 . 0 0 . IN MEN'S. 

SALE 19.99 Famous-maker 
dress and casual slacks for men. Reg. 42.00-
6 5 . 0 0 . IN MEN'S. 

5 0 % O F F Izod rugby shirts 
in boys' sizes 4-20. Reg. 28.00-30.00, 
sate 14 .00-15 .00 . IN CHILDREN'S. 

PLUS, EXTRA 60% OFF RED DOT CLEARANCE 
ACTUAL SAVINGS MAY EXCEED PERCENTAGE SAVINGS SHOWN. 

PAY YOUR PARISIAN BILL ON-LINE Go to http://ebil Is Parisian istan.com (do not use www). 

MRISIAN Y O U R E S O M E B O D Y S P E C I A L 

CALL 800-424-8185 TO ORDER ANYTIME. STORE HOURS: Laurel Park Place (953-7500) open Sun.12-6, Mon.-Sat 10-9. FOR INFORMATION call 953-7500. 
CHARGE ITi Parisian Credit Card, MasterCard, Visa, the American Express® Card or Discover®. 

LOCATED AT LAUREL PARK PLACE IN LIVONIA, CORNER OF NEWBURGH ROAD AND SIX MILE ROAD (TAKE THE SIX MILE ROAD EXIT OFF INTERSTATE 275). 

http://ebil
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We look forward to 
helping new customers! 

We tyill 
Phei&Upiio*ti. 

HI 

i i i l i l®! 

The Millennium Staff (left to right): 
Fred R.Ph (Formerly of Be\er Drugs 

Ann Arbor Rd ) 
Carole (20 years service at Beyer's) 
Steve R.Ph. (new k'd on the block) 

mm 

Ok 7<4e Spot 
Welcome MacAuley 

Pharmacy Customers 

• W e will b e h a p p y 
t o t r a n s f e r y o u r 
p resc r ip t ion f r o m 
any p h a r m a c y . 

• Call in y o u r refi l ls 
2 4 hours a day. 

• Free Delivery! 
(limited area) 

• • • • FREE VITAMINS o r ASPIRIN 
with new or transferred prescription. 

• Medical/Convalescent Equipment 
Rentals 
The Friendliest pharmacy in t own . 

Come in and see fo r yourself . 

:s4.00 OFF! 
i ANY • 
• PRESCRIPTION ; 
• Any new or transferred prescription • 
J Expires Dec. 31, 2001 » 
U m m m m m m m m m m m m m m m r n 

I.ocated Inside Hours: 
|fieyer Drug Store Mon.-Fri. 9:30-6:30 • Sat. 10-4 | 

S At Main & Mill Street • Plymouth • 734-451-5009 
* 4 t P 
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Winning students: Participants in the competition at Virginia Beach, Va., included: 
(front rowj Derek Arcenal (left), Krystle Gariepy and Melissa Thomas; (second row) 
Ashley Monies, Jenny Halaberda, Courtney Arcenal; (third row) Lorraine Moore, 
Ashlie Floyd, Amanda Johnson, Michelle Moelich and Amanda Meyers; (back row) 
teacher Tiffani Stewart, Chelsie Jackson, Lynda Wallace, Gina Sikora, Laura Wal-
lace and Jenni Deane. 

Top dancers 
Canton studio takes 

honors in competition 
The M a s t e r s of Dance Ar ts 

s tudio in Canton took home a 
slew of awards last month dur-
ing a national dance competition 
in Virginia Beach, Va. 

The studio won the Quest for 
the Best segment of the competi-
tion 

Studio, co-owner Tiffani Stew-
art won five awards and the stu-
dio's 16-member senior company 
won the Apogee Award for "Lit-
i ii Susie," tbt- highest scoring 
number among more than 1,000 

entries during the competition. 
The studio's musical theater 

production number, "Prideland," 
won top senior line and a cos-
tume award. 

Masters' premiere company 
placed third overall in the junior 
small group category and fifth in 
the Quest for the Best segment. 

Students from the studio have 
competed in five regional events 
this year, receiving numerous 
high scores and special awards. 

Her trophy: Caitlin Wern-
er was named Petite Miss 
Starquest. 

care, 
right in your community. 

Did you know that Oakwood Annapolis Hospital has the expertise and 

resources to address a lifetime of or thopedic needs? Led by a team of 

highly-skilled or thopedic physicians and surgeons, we provide a level of 

care that places us among the best in the area. 

A significant area of emphasis is total joint replacement and reconstruction, 

including hips, knees and shoulders. Our surgeons are suppor ted by an 

experienced staff that guides patients through every step of the process, 

including preadmission testing and anesthesiology 

Whether we're treating p. construction worker with chronic back pain or 

a high school football star with a knee injury, the team of professionals at 

Oakwood Annapolis Hospital takes a personalized approach when caring 

for each patient. And that's precisely the level of customized care you expect 

from your community hospital. 

For a physician at Oakwood Annapolis 
Hospital, call (800) 543-WELL (9355) . 

Oakwood 

The ̂ Oakwood 
Annapolis Hospital 

Look what we can do for you. 

Rezoning from page A1 

unfair situation," O'Day said of 
the Aug. 6 meeting, at which he 
said opponents of the plans to 
build the day care spoke for 
nearly an hour, ignoring the 
commission's five-minute limita-
tion for presentations. "My fami-
ly has owned that property for 
40 years. We didn't just drop out 
of the sky, as was implied at the 
meeting." 

He said his family has owned 
and paid taxes on the property, 
and at one time he intended to 
build a home there, but could 
not because water service was 
not available, so he built else-
where in Canton. When Rainbow 
Rascals made him an offer to 
buy the property, he felt he was 
within his rights to request the 
rezoning. 

"I don't care about the day 
care, or whatever they want to 
build there. I just care about 
that property," O'Day said. 

As it stands now, he fears the 
property may never be devel-

CANTON 6 

oped. 
"There was some quest ion 

about it lacking 15 or 16 feet," 
he said. "We were never told 
anything about this or we would 
have bought another 16 feet of 
property." 

The property is undevelopable 
due to its very deep, narrow 
dimensions he said. 

The commission stated Aug. 6 
the day care use was inappropri-
ate due to surrounding active 
agriculture. 

Ernest Constantino, who has 
farmed the 15 acres to the west 
of O'Day's property, and at times 
has l eased and farmed the 
O'Day property, told the com-
miss ion he is concerned over 
water flow and pes t ic ides so 
close to a day care. 

Herbicides and pes t ic ides 
would pose a clear danger to the 
children's health, and he would 
be required to post lighted skull 
and crossbones signs warning of 
the dangers. 

Further, Constant ino said 
tomatoes are sprayed w i t h 
"blasters" and it's nearly impos-
sible to ensure none of the chem-
icals would not waft to play-
ground air. 

Commissioners stated while 
the rezoning would be consistent 
wi th nearby development, to 
rezone it now whi le there is 
farming on the site's east and 
west sides would be premature. 

The board of trustees agreed 
with the commission's recom-
mendation to deny, and voted 7-
0 to turn down the request. 

Ford Rd iM i leW. of 1-275 

$4.25 Family Twilight 4-6pm daily! 

$4.75 Kids & Seniors all shows 

$5.50 DAILY Matinees til 4pm 

$5.75 Students & Late Show Fri & Sat 
$7.00 Evenings Mon -Thurs 

Q No Passes 
Unlimited Free Drink & .250 Corn Refills 

Deluxe Air Hockey Table 

M O V I E G U I D E 

SH0WTIMES 8/26- 8/30 

O JAY AND SILENT BOB STRIKE BACK 
12:20,2:30,4:40,7:00, 9:20 
O SUMMER CATCH (PG-13) 
12:10,2:20,4:30,6:50,9:10 
OGHOSTS OF MARS (R) 
12:00,2:00,4:05,6:05,3:05 
O AMERICAN OUTLAWS (PG-13) 
12:00,10:00 
AMERICAN PIE 2 (R> 
11:50,2:10,4:50,7:20,9:30 
RUSH HOUR 2 (PG-13) 

1:45,3:45, 5:45,7:40,9:50 
PRINCESS DIARIES (PG) 

^12:05,2:40,5:00,7:15,9: 

xnr~ 
i 
I Bag of Buttery Popcorn 
j cms per 2d @ C a r t o n 6 

XM WWW.6QTI.COM 
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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON OBJECTIONS TO 

FIRE AND POLICE PROTECTION 
SPECIAL ASSESSMENT LEVY 

Notice is hereby given tha t the Charter Township of Canton Board of 
Trustees will hold a Public Hearing pursuant to Public Acts 33 and 181 of 
1951, as amended, for the purpose of hearing objections to defraying the 
expenses of the Fire and Police Protection Districts by a Special Assessment 
levy to be spread on the tax rolls effective December 1,2001. 

DATE: Tuesday, September 11,2001 
TIME: 7:00 P.M. to 9:00 P.M. 
PLACE: Canton Township Administration Building 

Board Meeting Room 
1150 S. Canton Center Road 
Canton, Michigan 48188 

On May 18, 1976, a Fire Protection Special Assessment Levy was approved 
by the voters, and at the June 22, 1976 Public Hearing, the Board of 
Trustees for the Charter Township of Canton unanimously approved the 
creation of a Fire Protection Special Assessment District for the entire 
Township. 

On August 27, 1977, a Police Protection Special Assessment Levy was 
approved by the voters, and at the September 13, 1977 Public Hearing, the 
Board of Trustees for the Charter Township of Canton approved the 
creation of a Police Protection Special Assessment District for the entire 
Township. 
The 2002 estimated Fire and Police budgets submitted by the Public Safety 
Director and the Administration are as follows: 

The Charter Millage is more than what the Township could levy under P.A. 
5, 1982 (Truth in Taxation). T h e p r o p e r t y t a x C h a r t e r Mil lage r a t e 
p r o p o s e d to be l ev ied to s u p p o r t t h e p r o p o s e d 2002 G e n e r a l F u n d 
budge t will be a sub jec t of t h i s hea r ing . 
This notice published by: Charter Township of Canton 

1150 S. Canton Center Road 
Canton. Michigan 48188-1699 
. '734)394-5100 

P u b l i s h : A u g u s t 30, 2 0 0 1 L l t" i-8 i 

G r a d u a t e M a n a g e m e n t P r o g r a m s O f f e r e d By 
L a w r e n c e Tech E x e c u t i v e E d u c a t i o n C e n t e r 

I T M h 

• Fast-track your graduate degree in 
Business Administration or Industrial 
Operations 

• Attend convenient classes Saturday 
mornings and afternoons 

• Participate in a state-of-the-art 
partnership between Lawrence Tech and 
Michigan Manufacturing Technology 
Center 

T his fall Lawrence Tech is offering 

two exciting new management 

programs at MMTC's headquarters 

in Plymouth. Classes for a Master of 

Business Administration (MBA) and a 

Master of Science in Industrial Operations 

(MSIO) will be held on Saturdays. These accelerated programs, modeled after LTU's 

highly successful Executive MBA program, help students complete a graduate degree 

in as few as 18 months. 

c^RE/Vc" 
\ / T E C H N 9 I - 0 G I C A 1 4 

U N I V E R S I T Y 

For more information: Lawrence Tech Graduate Admissions 
248.204.3160 or 8Q0-CALL-LTU, ext. 1 • E-mai lplymouth@lt i i .edu • or tax to 248.204.3188 

www.l tu.edi i 

FT RE DEPARTMENT POLICE DEPARTMENT < 

Salaries & O/T $3,566,095 Salaries & O/T $6,027,910 
Fringe Benefits 1,503,475 Fringe Benefits 2,569,775 • 

Capital Outlay 831,250 Capital Outlay 384,740 -J& 

Operations 904,045 Operations 1,941,365 
Bond Debt Service 366.145 Bond Debt Service 57,982 • ' ;>"•> 

Total $7,171,010 Total ! >10,981,772 * 

proposed millage rates are as follows: 
Increase 

P.A. 5 (Decrease) > 

2000 Limit 2001 over 2000 
Fire Millage 2.9400 N/A 2.9400 0.0000 > 
Police Millage 4.8000 N/A 4.4000 (0.4000) 
Charter Millage 1.1100 1.0644 1.5100 0.4000 
Total 8.8500 8.8500 0.0000 

•> 
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The tastiest treats are 
those we grow ourselves 

Phil Power 

In England, where they don't have much of it, 
these days at the end of August are called "high 
summer." 

The Brits are right. Now is the height of the 
summer, especially here in Michigan. 

Maybe because the sun is lower, the light has 
turned to golden, bringing out the strong colors of 
the black-eyed Susans and cardinal flowers that 

brighten the late-
summer gardens. 
The nights are 
getting cooler, so 
the sleeping is 
better, certainly 
better than it was 
just a few weeks 
ago. 

The farmers' 
markets are jam-
packed with the 
bounty of the sea-
son - corn, pep-
pers, eggplant, 
cantaloupe and 
watermelon, 
tomatoes, peach-
es, the first of the 

fall raspberries. 
When I was a kid, my parents used to pack me 

off to summer camp, all seven weeks of it. Once I 
got over being homesick, I liked it OK. But to 
me, the high point of the summer was coming 
home in August. My father would grill steak in 
the back yard; my mother would make peach pie, 
and I would eat corn on the cob to my heart's con-
tent. What a homecoming in high summer, espe-
cially after having to endure seven weeks of Mys-
tery Meat, so beloved of so many camp cooks. 

I've been thinking about all this in recent days 
because my wife, Kathy, and I have been experi-
menting with our vegetable garden this year. 

Sure, we grow the standards: Rhubarb to greet 
the first warm days of spring in pies or stewed 
(my grandmother insisted it was the best spring 
tonic!); fresh-dug potatoes, beets and carrots; 
sweet peas and green beans (what a lot of work 
for such a small yield of deliciousness); raspber-
ries (ours bear in June and again in August and 
September). 

Early this spring, Kathy pulled out the garden 
catalog, smiled happily and announced: "This 
year we're going to grow heirloom tomatoes. I'm 
sick and tired of those miserable excuses for 
tdmatoes we get in the supermarkets." So, heir-
loom tomatoes it was. And when the young plants 
arrived in April, they looked so miserable and 
slight in their black plastic pots! 

We planted them with limited expectations. 
And for a while, they just sat there, looking 
grumpily at us. Then the weather warmed, we 
got a little rain and they just took off. Today, 
they've grown far beyond their cages, and we've 
got heirloom tomatoes all over the place. And 

what tomatoes! Little cherry tomatoes, bright 
orange and so sweet as to remind me title tomato 
is a fruit, not a vegetable. Pinkish ones that look 
unripe at first but taste sensational when paired 
with a little olive oil and a couple of basil leaves. 
Bright golden little globes that burst with flavor, 
served alone or with a few grains of salt. 

The intensity of flavor of these old varieties has 
been a revelation to us as the summer has come 
into its height. 

All this has led me to reflect on what's hap-
pened to our eating over my 60-odd years. 

Back when I was a little boy, our family diet 
varied with the season. In winter, when you 
couldn't get anything fresh at the store, we'd eat 
potatoes, brussels sprouts and apples, tilings that 
would keep in the fruit cellar. And we'd eat all 
the vegetables from the garden that my mother 
canned the previous summer. 

Come spring, we'd rejoice in the first fresh 
rhubarb. As summer came on, we'd eat all kinds 
of fresh fruits and vegetables, some fresh from 
my grandparents' garden, some from the store. In 
the fall, we'd have squash, cauliflower, turnips, 
plums and maybe some game (my father liked to 
hunt). 

Today's supermarkets are crammed with all 
kinds of what might be called "industrial food." 
The freezers are filled with packages of frozen 
foods of all kinds, regardless of the season. 
"Fresh" produce is trucked in from California, or 
even flown in from South America or Israel. 

Thanks to our modern food-growing and distri-
bution system, we can eat what we want when 
we want, regardless of the season. I can get 
"fresh" tomatoes in the winter, but the varieties 
are selected for mass production, to be picked 
green and shipped long distance around the coun-
try in ethylene-filled containers. And I'll gladly 
trade a bite of a peach, sweet and juicy, picked 
fresh off the tree to the ones you see in the super-
markets off-season. 

Kathy's heirloom tomatoes were bred when the 
idea of picking stuff before it was ripe and ship-
ping it around the country was considered non-
sense. That was a simpler time, certainly, but it 
also was a time of more vivid flavors and a family 
diet that seemed to fit the feel of the seasons as 
they turned. 

I'm delighted some of the older varieties are 
coming back on the market. 

Growing them and eating them subject to the 
discipline of the season and the uncertainties of 
the weather help keep us rooted in simple reality. 

And they sure taste great! 

Phil Power is chairman of HomeTown Com-
munications Network Inc., the company that 
owns this newspaper. He welcomes your com-
ments, either by voice mail at (734) 953-2047, 
Ext. 1880, or by e-mail at ppower<§> 
homecomm. net 

Suburbs show true colors, 
when seen through census 

Leonard Poger 

I read with keen interest the column of Livonia 
Observer Community Editor Dave Varga in last 
week's issue, discussing the "disclosure" that the 
city of Livonia is nearly 100-percent white, mak-
ing it the whitest community of 100,000 or more 
population in the country. 

Surprise, surprise, surprise. 
What shocks 

me is that others 
may be sur-
prised. Certainly 
the "news" that 
Livonia - along 
with nearlly all 
other suburbs in 
the Detroit 
region - are seg-
regated by race is 
not new to any-
one who has lived 
in the area for 
more than a few 

weeks. A visitor 
from another planet could travel through our 
suburbs and see nearly all-white neighborhoods, 
schools, shopping malls and work sites. 

Despite the differences in housing prices in 
nearby cities and townships, reflecting the 
incomes of the homeowners, nearly all those 
neighboring communities are also nearly all-
white. 

Mr. Varga was effective in providing context 
and pointing out that Livonia's neighbors also 
have few minority residents. 

There are numerous scholarly books and gov-
ernmental studies documenting how racism 
affects many public policy decisions in American 
society, which make it clear that the white major-
ity simply feels more comfortable living with 
white neighbors. 

A major study was published just three years 
ago in a book, "The Urban Crisis," a detailed his-
tory of racial segregation in the Detroit area in 
the past 60 years. It was written by a New Eng-
land university professor, who drew upon his own 
experiences in growing up in northwest Detroit in 
the 1950s. 

But on a more local level, Mr. Varga's column 
triggered two memories of suburban housing dis-
crimination on a personal level. 

The first involved my own search for a single-
family home nearly 30 years ago. I phoned two 
Livonia realty offices asking for a list of three-
bedroom homes for sale in south Livonia as well 
as Garden City, Westland, Wayne and Inkster. 
Personnel in both offices clearly steered me away 

from Inkster, based, I sense, on my white sound-
ing voice. 

On another level, I recall vividly the ongoing 
controversy in the mid-1970s dealing with the 
federal Housing and Urban Development Depart-
ment's directing the city of Livonia to plan more 
housing for minority persons who work in the city 
but live elsewhere. 

At one point, the Michigan unit of the U.S. 
Civil Rights Commission sponsored a public hear-
ing in the community to take testimony from 
local leaders, including a private organization 
formed to attract minorities to the city. 

About that same period, I had a private chat 
with the chairman of a municipal advisory com-
mission about the topic. He told that a few years 
before he was working in St. Louis, Mo., for a 
major automaker when he was told of a promo-
tion to a position in the firm's corporate offices, 
which were near Livonia. 

The transferee approached his supervisor, -
who had previously lived in the Detroit area 
before transferred to St. Louis - and asked for 
any advice on where to look for a house after the 
transfer in the Detroit region. The supervisor's 
answer was simple and direct: Look anywhere 
west of Telegraph and north of Ford. 

Mr. Varga is correct in noting in last week's col-
umn that nearly all other suburbs in the Detroit 
region have the very high percentage of white 
residents that Livonia does, even those with 
more-affordable homes. 

Homeowners select a suburb for themselves 
and their children for many reasons - good 
schools, excellent city services, affordable price 
and mortgage rate, and proximity to retail shop-
ping and their work sites. 

Based on my professional experiences and as a 
lifelong resident of the Detroit area, I would con-
clude that race may not be a conscious factor for 
many white residents. But there are numerous 
social, economic and historical factors at work 
that may have made their decisions for them, 
such as policies and attitudes of the real estate 
and mortgage industries as well as the federal 
government's own housing policies. 

One ongoing factor is that the majority group 
takes for granted those benefits under many 
unspoken and unwritten advantages that aren't 
available to minorities. 

Leonard Poger, a Detroit resident for his 
most of his first 32 years and a Westland res-
ident for the past 33, was the Livonia 
Observer community editor for nearly five 
years in the 1970s. His e-mail address is 
Leonard@poger. net 
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Dems need party 
leadership to get 
back into game 

Mike Malott 

Michigan Republicans have in their arsenal for 
the 2002 elections one very potent weapon in 
Gov. John Engler. 

Yes, it's true that neither can he run again due 
to term limits nor does he have his eye on any 
other elective office. But he most assurfedly will 
still have a major effect on the outcome of the 
vote. 

For one, Engler can anoint an heir apparent, 
which, of course, he has done in supporting Lt. 
Gov. Dick Posthumus. 

But, more important, he can warn off potential 
challengers. Yes, Sen. Joe Schwarz, R-Battle 
Creek, is in the race for now, but he's well 
behind, and Engler is likely to keep out any oth-
ers. 

That's a definite advantage in the contest for 
the GOP. Democrats, on the other hand, appear 
to be headed toward an August bloodletting. 

Of the three top candidates - former Governor 
Jim Blanchard, Attorney General Jennifer 
Granholm and U.S. Rep. David Bonior - Lansing 
insiders say they don't see any reason why any of 
the three would back away from the race. 

Two other contenders, Sens. Gary Peters and 
Alma Wheeler Smith, would cut up the vote even 
further. 

While the Dem contenders are spending cam-
paign bucks shooting at each other, a primary-
less GOP would leave Republican voters free to 
crossover and cause mischief. 

Still, Democrats don't have a party leader com-
parable to Engler, in a position to sit the con-
tenders down and settle the question of who the 
party flag-bearer will be without a primary clash. 

It can't come from the state party organization 
itself. The party keeps its hands off the primary, 
by policy and tradition. 

Perhaps the job would fall to Michigan's most 
powerful and senior Democrat, Sen. Carl Levin. 
Levin politely declines. 

"Governor Engler is able to do that because he 
has real carrots and sticks," Levin said. 

Engler's influence comes from the fact he is 
governor, not because he's the head of the party, 
Levin said. The governor has plenty of time to 
hand out rewards and punishments, through sup-
port of legislation or by the naming of appointees 
to state positions; 

Levin, despite the influence he now holds as a 
senior member of the U.S. Senate and as the 

chairman of two of its most powerful committees, 
does not have a way to hand out prizes or disci-
pline in the same way. 

Besides, Levin said, that kind of thing can 
backfire on the party. 

"Voters don't like that, when the candidate is 
chosen for them," he said. 

That may be, but Democrats need to get back 
in the game in a state where Republicans have 
effectively seized control of all three branches of 
government. Partisans in Lansing say their best 
shot for quickly taking back a piece of the state 
apparatus and bringing back a little balance in 
the Capitol is the governor's race. 

So that lack of leadership could well prove cost-
ly. 

Many in the party worry that Blanchard could 
do very well in the primary, if for no other reason 
than that he has good name recognition, but that 
he would not do well the general. 

And there is justification for the fear . 
A Blanchard-Posthumus runoff would quickly 

turn into a referendum on the Engler years ver-
sus the Blanchard years. It would essentially be a 
replay of the 1990 Blanchard-Engler contest. 

Blanchard's service from 1982-1990 were not 
happy years. While it is true that you can't 
attribute that all to Blanchard - the economy 
was bad, he was saddled with huge budget 
deficits coming into office, and he had to raise the 
income tax - he still gets the blame. 

Engler's margin in 1990 may have been small, 
but he and his policies have proven popular with 
voters ever since. Starting with the school-financ-
ing Proposal A in 1994 and continuing with 30 
tax cuts, Engler's has played the issue of tax 
reform to good effect. 

Without party leadership that is willing to send 
a message to Blanchard, telling him that he has 
already had his day in the gubernatorial sun, he's 
not likely to get such a message. 

Even if no Democrat has a position in which 
real "carrots and sticks" can be handed out, it 
might serve the party well if one of its elder 
statesmen stepped forward in an attempt to 
direct where the August primary is headed. 

Mike Malott reports on the local implica-
tions of state and regional events. He can be 
reached by phone at (810) 227-0171 or by e-
mail at mmalott@homecomm.net 

• FREE CONSULTATION • NO FINANCE CHARGES • NO DEPOSIT REQUIRED 
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Great Expressions 
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12 CONVENIENT LOCATIO 
. 1Q§8 N..Tfctegraph Rd. 

£1-3372 

FLINT 
483 S. Linden 
J10-733-2260 

TOLEDO 
* x>rtHighway, Suite 10 

H 9-867-9839 

SOUTHFIELD 
^4^00 Towr* Center Suite 290 

WAYNE 
38110 Michigan Ave. 

734-728-1705 

ROSEV1LLE 
27115 Gratiot 
810-774-3520 

WARREN 
2425 East Twelve Mile Rd. 

810-573-7333 

LIVONIA 
37625 Ann Arbor Rd , Suite 104 

734-464-5550 

LANSING 
6035 Executive Dr.* Executive 

517-887-7272 

STERLING HEIGHTS 
3637 Fifteen Mile Rd. • Hatherly 

810-979-8210 

ar d under Comparable savings available for adult treatment Assumes 26 
treatment period ma> be greater or less Jhar Ihe 2b moo*h period Does 
cords or 'etent.on a* the end o* trs t-eairent To'aHreafmatfffe 

ROCHESTER 
543 N. Main Street, Suite 222 

248-651-0024 

SOUTHGATE 
15312 Trenton Rd. 
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- O N E V E R Y T H I N G IN O U R 
T E N M I L L I O N D O L L A R I N V E N T O R Y ! 

H o m e C o m p u t e r Furn i tu re Bar Stools Pool Tables 

H o m e E n t e r t a i n m e n t F u r n i t u r e B a r s L e a t h e r S e a t i n g 

Game Sets Desk Chairs O r m a n Grubb Oak Gallery 

G R E A T S T U F F ! 
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Traditional Lawyer's Bookcases 
Crafted of oak solids and oak veneers, 
featuring brass and glass top doors. 

•2 Stack Bookcase Unit $198.00 
•3 Stack Bookcase Unit $248.00 
•4 Stack Bookcase Unit $298.00 

5 7 " Qolden Oak 

Roll Top 
•Fully assembled 
•Sealed lacquer finish 
•Hidden cpmpartment in rol l cops 
•Holds most 19" monitors 
•Newpoint surge 
protector built-in 

•Universal pedestal 
•AH drawers constructed 
of hardwoods with English 
dove-tail construction 

• 10-year warranty 
•Digital storage drawer 
•Mouse pullout for left or right 

Sale Ends 
Tuesday at 9 pm 

THURSDAY . . I 0AM-9PM 

FRIDAY . . . . . I 0AM-9PM 

SATURDAY. . . I 0 A M - 9 P M 

SUNDAY . . . . I I AM-6PM 
[• 54 • : ^ V " !" i'.K? !v: 

U.. I -• ^ -

TUESDAY. . . . I 0AM-9PM 

Ortonvllle 
50000000000000 
.,1111115 """" 

Using the Billy Bob's card with approved credit when you pay is same as cash purchase within a 365 day period. All S* e 

All8,***! JLrehase items are limited quantities. No lay-aways or holds. Previous sales are excluded. No ram checks. Billy Bob's is paying your 6% sales tax. 
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REAL ESTATE 
Landlord 
will pay if 
dog bites 
REAL ESTATE 

QUERIES 

ROBERT M. 
MEISNER 

If a dog that 
belongs to a tenant 
bites a child in a 
common play-
ground, i s the land-
lord liable? One of 
our co-owners lets 
her dog wander 
the common area. 
She cleans u p after 
him, but he's a 
crotchety dog. I'm 
afraid of the dog, 
and I'm afraid of 
what it might do to 
a visit ing child. 

Based on a recent decision of the 
Iowa Supreme Court, the dog may 
have been a "dangerous condition" for 
which the landlord could be sued 
under Section 360 of the Restatement 
(Second) Torts. 

The landlord argued in that case 
that she was not liable for the attack 
because she did not have control over 
the dog, but the court rejected the 
argument. The court said the landlord 
could be sued because she knew the 
dog was vicious but allowed it to roam 
freely on the common backyard. 

The court suggested that although 
she may not have had control over the 
dog, the landlord knew or had reason 
to know that the dog posed a danger 
to those in the common area. 

The landlord, therefore, had the 
duty to take reasonable precautions 
to protect those lawfully in the com-
mon area. The court cited various 
decisions supporting this theory in 
other jurisdictions. Landlords must 
take caution to be sure that all ten-
ants properly take care of their ani-
mals. This is particularly true in 
Michigan. We have a strict liability 
statute that imposes liability on the 
dog owner. In addition liability will 
likely be imposed on the landlord. 

Robert M. Meisner is an Oakland 
County area attorney concentrating 
his practice in the areas of condomini-
ums, real estate, corporate law and lit-
igation. You are invited to submit top-
ics that you would like to see dis-
cussed in this column, including ques-
tions about condominiums, by writing 
Robert M. Meisner, 30200 Telegraph, 
Suite 467, Bingham Farms MI 48025. 
His e-mail address is bmeisner@ 
mich. com, and his Web site is www. 
meisner-law. com This column pro-
vides general information and should 
not be construed as legal opinion. 

HOME SEEKER'S CHECK UST 

^SELLER DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

(REQUIRED BY LAW) 

IF?LEAD DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

(REQUIRED BY LAW) 

HOME SUMMARY FEATURE SHEET 

(ROOM DIMENSIONS, ETC.) 
SCHOOL DISTRICT SERVING 
NEIGHBORHOOD (WHERE EXACTLY 
ARE BUILDINGS, BUS STOPS) 

^ A G E OF MAJOR MECHANI-
CAL/STRUCTURAL COMPO-
n t n i d (ruKNACt, WAILK 
HEATER, SHINGLES, WINDOWS, 
ETC.) 

^APPLIANCES INCLUDED? 

[^PROPERTY TAXES (BASED ON 
SELLING PRICE, NOT CURRENT 

RECORDS) 

§#MUNICIPAL SERVICES PROVIDED 
(TRASH COLLECTION, LEAF PICK-
UP, SNOW REMOVAL, LIBRARY) 

^CONDITION OF NEIGHBORING 
PROPERTIES 
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Why they love their jobs 
BY DOUG FUNKE 
S T A F F W R I T E R 

df imke@oe.homecomm.net 

The hours can be long and erratic, 
the pay unpredictable. Clients might 
be disloyal, rude or confused. The work 
process may be derailed at any number 
of points along the way. 

So who needs this? 
Lots of folks, apparently. 
Why else would thousands of people 

in Observerland and Eccentricville go 
through 40 hours of classroom training, 
pass a state licensing exam, join a pro-
fessional board and try to make a liv-
ing selling residential real estate? 

Well, for exactly the same reasons 
others would be turned off by the whole 
experience. 

Bob Sakuta, a Realtor with Century 
21 Hallmark West in Clarkston, got 
into the business about 14 years ago 
after working as a restaurant manager. 

"I couldn't imagine doing anything 
different," he said of his real estate 
career. 

People people 
"Probably the biggest thing I get a 

kick out of is the different people, the 
diversity of people, you get to work 
with on a day-to-day basis," Sakuta 
said. 

"I've met a lot of decent people and 
in a lot of ways stayed in touch with 
them. It's neat to see what happens 
with a family," he said. 

"Add to that pretty much the variety 
of things that happen each day - new 
challenges, new experiences," he said. 

Une of Sakuta's fondest memories 
was finding a house for a couple who 
relocated to the Pontiac area knowing 
no one after the man was laid off from 
a mushroom farm and the woman had 
just delivered a baby. 

"The house was $29,000, $30,000 at 
the time," Sakuta recalled. "In dollar 
volume, the big sale it was not. We 
were able to find financing. Being at 
the closing, seeing the look on their 
face, handing the keys over. They're 
still there, today, added another baby." 

Mary McLeod, an associate broker 
with RE/MAX Classic in Livonia, also 

• i t 's exciting when you 
match clients with the per-
fect house.' 

Mary McLeod 
RE l MAX Classic, Livonia 

enjoys the human contact aspect of the 
job. 

"The challenge of dealing with all 
kinds of personalities," the 17-year vet-
eran said. "It's exci t ing when you 
match clients with the perfect house. 

Positive strokes 
"The other thing I love is the positive 

feedback I get from clients when I do a 
good job for them," McLeod added. 

A relationship with one couple - and 
the positive feedback - directly led to 
seven different transactions over a 
seven-year period, McLeod said. 

"They sold their house (1) when they 
built new, then they got a divorce," 
McLeod explained. "I sold the new 
house (2), then sold each of them a 
house (3, 4). Then he got remarried 
and sold his house (5) and they got 
another (6). Then they decided to build 
new, so I sold the old house (7)." 

McLeod, unimpressed with the 
salary paid beginning accountants, got 
into real es tate on the advice of a 
friend. 

"The revenue potential is wonderful," 
McLeod said. "Income is directly relat-
ed to the time and energy you put into 
it." 

T otwtr XJ/>vn n nficnnio+o 1<>«***!>**»• 

Keller Williams Realty in Farmington 
Hills, sold commercial real estate and 
operated a moving business before 
switching to residential sales in 1993. 

Flexible schedule 
"I love being my own boss, making 

my own hours, showing up at school for 
all my daughters' functions, soccer 
games," he said. "No one telling me 
what to do, when to do it." 

Horn fondly recalls a school field trip 
to a food store where the youngsters 
got the grand tour on its inner work-

These little 
things can 
save a lot 

MORTGAGE 
BITS 

TIM 'TIMBO' 
PHILLIPS 

ings. "All the mothers showed up and 
me," he said. "I think my kids appreci-
ate I'm there." 

A real estate career offers other 
perks, Horn added. 

"I like the high of finding people the 
right home. Actually, some of my best 
friends today are people I met buying 
or selling a home. Now, they've become 
very close social friends." 

It's financially lucrative, also, Horn 
said. 

"There's nothing else I could be doing 
making the living I'm making now," he 
said. "I know the Tigers aren't going to 
pay me to play baseball." 

Sue Nelsen , a Realtor wi th Max 
Broock in Birmingham, relishes self-
employment in general, real estate in 
particular, for a couple of reasons. 

"I l ike the freedom you have to 
arrange your own time schedule," she 
said. "We're not confined. We're kind 
of all over the place. We're not stuck in 
an office five hours at a time. I think 
that's a huge factor." 

Folks who work for themselves need 
to be go-getters and focused to succeed, 
Nelsen added. 

"If you look across the board at the 
personality of agents, they're very self-
motivated people," she said. "There's no 
guaranteed income, no 401(k), no 
health insurance." 

Nelsen, who trained as a teacher, got 
into real estate 17 years ago. 

"A friend said I would be good - that 
you meet strangers on an elevator -
and I said it wouldn't hurt," recalled 
Nelsen. 

It hasn't. 
Lori Marshick, a Realtor with Pru-

dential Chamberlain Stiehl in Walled 
Lake, traded a career on the mortgage 
side for residential sales about nine 
years ago. 

"I decided to get away from 7 (a.m.) 
to 7 (p.m.) workdays and the 5 percent 
(pay) increase a year," she said. "I got 
into real estate to have a little more 
handle on income. 

"Also, the f lexibi l i ty I'm able to 
achieve with working ... and a host of 
things I can do with my family," 
Marshick added. 

Home buyers are 
often surprised to find 
that their credit scores 
are different than they 
had initially thought. 

Their bewilderment 
may be caused, in part, 
by the elusive criteria _ 
used to score credit. It 
is tough - if not impos-̂  
sible - to forecast the » 
results of an equation » 
of which you have no " 
knowledge. Thankfully 
borrowers can do some-
simple things to help -

keep their credit scores fine-tuned ... > 
even in the dark. 

We all know to avoid taking huge 
credit hits such as foreclosures, bank-
ruptcies and civil judgments. Borrow- 1 
ers can recover from these major set- . 
backs over time, but their short-term 
credit scores will obviously suffer. You 
should be aware, however, that it is not 
good enough to avoid just the major 
pitfalls. A barrage of small and recent ; 
credit blemishes can degrade your : 
credit scores almost as quickly as a 
major blow. 

With credit scoring, small things 
make a big difference. Recent late pay-
ments, especially on major credit lines 
such as automobiles and mortgages, 
can take a borrower from a convention-
al loan product into a non-conforming 
(expensive) mortgage in a heartbeat. 

You can raise your credit scores by 
never (I mean NEVER) missing a 
monthly payment on a debt obligation. 
Please note that I did not say to close 
all of your credit accounts. The credit 
repositories cannot score events that do 
not occur. Thus, if you do not actively 
maintain credit accounts, you may not 
score well. 

A simple way to build your credit is 
to develop and maintain three to five 
lines of credit and regularly make at 
least the minimum monthly payments 
on those accounts. You do not have to 
maintain a balance on those trade 
lines, but do keep these accounts 
active. You may charge a pair of pants 
and pay it off when the bill comes due. 
It shows that you can manage debt 
responsibly. 

Mortgage lenders will loan you the 
big money once you have proven you 
can handle the small money. Take care 
of the small things and the small 
things will take care of you. 

Tim "Timbo" Phillips is a mortgage 
loan officer in Plymouth. For a free 
mortgage pre-qualification or credit 
assessment, you may contact him at 
PhillipsHQ@yahoo.com, or at (734) 797-
5522 [24 hoursJ. Homebuyers should 
always consult a professional for guid-
ance specific to their situations. 

Total residential units -
including houses, condos 
and apartments -
permitted through the 
first 6 months of this year 
in selected states. 

LOCATION: ; S S § § H H I S 
N E V A D A 2 0 . 1 1 0 + 2 2 % C 

F L O R I D A 8 1 . 7 0 9 + 8 

T E X A S . 7 6 . 3 3 9 + 8 ; 

N O R T H C A R O L I N A 4 4 . 5 9 9 + 6 , 

O H I O 2 6 . 3 2 7 • + 5 . : 

I N D I A N A - 2 0 . 0 6 8 + 5 ; 

C A L I F O R N I A 7 7 . 5 3 3 + 4 

G E O R G I A 5 0 . 3 1 8 + 2 

- S U N O S 2 6 . 8 0 9 + 1 . . 

• M I C H I G A N 2 3 . 6 5 9 - 8 % 

Sources: U.5. Housing Markets 
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Charming Ranch on 4.18 acres. Home has been 
updated, bxit kept tihe diaracter, ;i/3rd acre pbnd, 
heated 2-stoiy 3,000 SF barn. Fabulous property! 
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Real Estate (Me 
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Realtor 
Century 21 Town & Country 
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S e e Showcase of Homes 
in Sunday's New Homes section 

HOMES SOLD IN WAYNE COUNTY 

See all of our fine homes 
J and Virtual Tour Gallery at 

www.weirmanuel.com i lie lr, i :]B |CJ fe"' 

DARE TO COMPARE 
Located minutes away & close to downtown Plymouth. 
Enjoy walking to festivals, parks, restaurants & 
shopping. 3 bedroom, 1 bath Bungalow. Many updates 
within the past 7 years: Oak kitchen, updated bath, 
windows, carpet & landscaping. Fenced yard with deck & 
2-car garage. All this adds up to one great 
buy at.... $144,000 (65NOR) 734-455-6000. 

GREAT STARTER HOME OR INVESTMENT! 
Great 3-bedroom Ranch on low-traffic street. Nice open 
floor plan with numerous updates including: kitchen, 
ceramic bath, windows, door wall, garage, siding, central 
air and carpet. Call for more details! $126,900 (36KRA) 
734-455-6000. 

M E 

INVESTORS TAKE NOTE... 
Great location in Northville Historic District. 13 units 
with great rental history. Income $9,475 monthly, Both 
buildings with many costly renovations already 
completed. Located on .58 acres, zoned for commercial. 
734-455-6000. 

SECLUDED NOT ISOLATED 
3 bedroom, 2lA bath Colonial. Brick/aluminum siding. 
Deep-set front porch to view large lot with private tree-
lined yard. Master with fall bath. Living/dining room. 
Large family room with natural fireplace. Four-season 
sun room. Central air, first floor laundry, basement, 
2 car attached side-entry garage. 

PEACEFUL AND PRIVATE 
Large four bedroom Colonial in Northville Estates. This 
home offers an open floor plan with family room and 
kitchen leading to private yard with hot tub. Library 
with French doors. Includes some appliances, sprinkler 
systems and satellite dish. $339,500 (65CHI) 
734-455-6000. 

HOURS: Weekdavs 8:00 a.m. t o 8:00 D.m. 
Saturdays 8:00 a.m. t o 5:00 p.m. 

. Sundays -9;00 a.m. t o 5:00 p.m. 

LUXURY EXTRAS 
Choice location for this Dearborn 1999-built Condo. 
$10,000 in upgrades. Three bedrooms, 2XA baths plus a 
library. Enjoy the charm of 2-way fireplace between 
living room and kitchen, Finished walk-out lower level 
includes recreation room. $244,900 (15BRA) 
734-455-6000. 

> 298 Sou th Old Woodward 
• 7285 Orchard Lake Road 
• 1205 West Universi ty Drive 
• 500 Sou th Main Street -
•:325 East -B jown S t r e e t s • 

B i rm ingham/B loomf ie ld Hi l ls • 248-644-6300 
West B loomf ie ld /Far tn ington Hills • 248-851-5500 
Rochester /Rochester Hills • 248-651-3500 
Plymouth/Nor thv i l le /Canton/Novi • 734-455-6000 
Nat iona j / ln temat iona l Relocat ion . . '800-662-1950 

ISEMEST 

MEYERS 
U.S. Averages 

Rates at a Glance 

Michigan Mortgage Reality Check 
i Consumer Mortgage Advisory #9: 

; Know who has the money. 
| Lenders with their own funds have an advantage. 

They can guarantee their rates, even if the market 

| changes. If you're using a company that gets its funds 

jfrom a third party, find out who has the money. You don't 

ineed surprises at closing. 

30-yr. f ixed mor tgage 7 .04% 

15-yr. f ixed mor tgage 6 .62% 

Ad jus tab le mor tgage 6 .25% 

FHA- insured mor tgage 7 .11% 

Fed. funds 3 .53% 

Finance Rates 
P r i m e Rate 6 .75% 

n i e r n i i n t D a t e ? ooo /-

90 -day T-Bil l 3 .39% 

6-mo. T-Bil l 3 .35% 

1 -yr. T-Bil l 3 . 41% 

2-yr. T-Note 3 .69% 

10-yr. T -Bond 4 .87% 

30-yr. T -Bond 5 .44% 

S O U R C E T H E M r . Y i r n s r w o n r s r C D P R A I 

UF.Sr . l tVE ' S T A T I S T I C A L n r t . f T A S E H l r i 

j E C O N O M I C C A L E N D A R | 
I Th is week ' s releases: 
!§ 
'Aug. 27 - Department of the Treasury, 

13 & 26 Week Treasury 
Auction Results 

- Aug. 29 - Department of Commerce, 
Gross Domestic Product 

Aug. 29 - Bureau of Labor Statistics, 
: | Metropolitan Area |§ 
I - Employment & Unemployment | 

| A u g . 30 - Department of Agriculture, I I 
U.S. Export Sales 8 

jAug. 30 - Bureau of Labor Statistics, g 
Unemployment Insurance 
Weekly Claims Report 0 

|Aug. 31 - Department of Commerce, 
Selected Economic Indicators 

GMAC MORTGAGE 

Term/ Int. Pts./ Appl. 
Fee 

Mia % Pymt/ 
Type Rate APR Orig. 

Appl. 
Fee down $1000 

30/flx 6.500 6.805 2/1 SO 5% $6,321 

15/flx 5.875 6.369 2/1 $0 5% $8,371 

1/arm 4.750 7.803 2/1 $0 5 % $5,216 

5/1/arm 5.375 6.121 2/1 $0 5 % $5,600 

Ask about "Family F t ra f 

Special rates, terms, and loan qualif ications for: 

GMAC family members and their extended families. 

Since 1922: A:S18.8 bil. 

JOHN A D A M S MORTGAGE CORP. 

paa- f iR f i -aaoo 

Term/ Int. Pts./ Appl. 
Orig. Fee 

Min.% Pymt/ 
Type Rate APR 

Pts./ Appl. 
Orig. Fee down $1000 

30/flx 6 .750 6.873 1/0 $325 5 % $6,486 

15/flx 6 .250 6.574 1/0 $325 5 % $8,574 

30/ jmbo 6.875 6.983 1/0 $325 5 % $6,569 

5/bal ioon 6.125 6.432 1/0 $325 5 % $6,076 

Have a Question? Call Us for Answers 
johnadamsmortgage.com 

800-869-6852 800-292-0098 
Term/ Int. Pis7 Appl. Mia % Pymt/ 
Typa Rate APR Orig. Fee down $1000 

Tern' 
TVpe 

Int. Pts J Appl. Min.% 
Rate APR Orig. Fee down 

Pymt/ 
$1000 

30/fix 7.000 7.140 0/0 $300 0% $6,653 30/fix 6 .875 6.945 0 0 $295 5% $6,569 

15/fix 6.375 6 .630 0/0 $300 0% $8,643 15/fix 8 .375 6.477 0/0 $295 5 % $8,643 

30/fix/FHA 7.125 7.190 0/0 $300 0% $6,737 7/balloon 6 .500 6.591 0/0 $295 5 % $6,321 

5/1/arm 6.375 6.590 0/0 $300 0 % $ 6 . i & 9 30/fix/]umbo 7.125 7.176 0/0 $295 5 % $6,737 

90/120/180/270 Day Locks also Available 

Application fee appl ied to closing costs- no actual fee 

No Cost Refinance on 30yr 
Fixed LoaneOver $150,000 

w w w . g n f e o r p . c o m 

ARMS TAKE A SHOT IN 
WEAKER ECONOMY? 

One of the best standbys for 
savvy home buyers has been the 
adjustable rate mortgage, better 
known as an ARM, which tradi-
tionally rides slightly lower than 
fixed-rate mortgages (FRMs). 
However, the recent downturn in 
economic indicators, along with 
tweaking of interest rates by the 
Fed, has caused a shift in the rel-
ative advantages between the 
two. 

when the Fed started raising 
interest rates to counter fears of 
inflation. In the first half of the 
year, rates went up a full per-
centage point. At the time, 
ARMs and FRMs rose at about 
the same rate, with ARM rates 
staying about 1.5 percentage 
pointsbelow FRM rates, accord-
ing a report recently released by 
Freddie Mac. The report adds 
that ARMs held 30 percent of 
the mortgage market during that 
period. 

During the last half of the 
year, however, things started 
changing. The rate increases 
started being felt in the econo-
my. The U.S. Treasury 
Department started issuing fewer 
securities and began paying off 
long-term debt, reducing the 
supply of securities that many 
interest rates are tied to. 

"We entered an inverted bond 
curve," said Norm Stein, vice 

ON MORTGAGES 
by GARY S. MEYERS 

Rates as of 8/23/0-1 and subject to change without notice. Note: Rates shown are 
based on 80% loans of $100,000 with rate locks of 45-60 days unless otherwise 
noted. Smaller down payments may require private mortgage insurance, which will 

lear 

president of lending with a 
major Bancorp. "When that nap-
pens, long-term debt starts look-

raise APR. http://www.MeyersNetwork.com LENDERS: To 
this feature call .847-205-9222. 

irn how to participate in 

Michigan Averages 

This week: Avg. Avg. Disc. Orig. , Mo. Income 

Proqram Rate* APR* pts. fee pmt. reauired 
30-Yr. fixed 6.94% 7.04% 0% 0% $661 $26,444 
15-Yr. fixed 6.38% 6.55% 0% 0% $864 $34,570 
5/1-Yr. ARM 6.38% 6.59% 0% 0% $623 $24,954 

mg better than short-term debt, 
and fixed rate mortgages start to 
look better and better against 
ARMs." 

According to Freddie Mac, as 
the economy slowed in the sec-
ond half of 2000, interest rates 
on FRMs fell over 1.7 percent-
age points, while short-term 
rates stayed at relatively high 
levels. 

"According to Freddie Mac's 
17th Annual ARM Survey, the 
interest-rate advantage between 
ARMs and fixed-rate mortgages 

fell to a record 0.37 percentage 
points for the traditional one-
year ARM," said Frank Nothaft, 
deputy chief economist for 
Freddie Mac. "Consequently, the 
ARM share fell to 16 percent of 
loans issued in November, com-
pared to 29 percent at the same 
time last year, according to 
industry sources." 

Stein said that in many cases, 
the effects are temporary, but in 
t W o c-xbo t l i a m v a r t f f H o n n ; » h f l / l 

some staying power. 
"This particular situation usu-

ally comes right before a reces-
sion," Stein said. "At first we 
thought that it was happening 
because the country was paying 
down a lot of long-term debt, 
but then the other indicators 
started sliding, and it didn't let 
up." 

What does this mean for con-
sumers? In the short run, said 
Stein, it means don't go running 
after ARMs. They'll be pretty 
hard to find anyway. 

"We've been seeing this trend 
for the last six or seven months, 
as rates have gone down. It's not 
that we're not offering them 
anymore, it's just that AJIMs 
don't make sense right now. 
You're better off getting a fixed 
rate, and if rates go down any 
more, you can always refi-
nance. 

But if you're already in an 
ARM, don't just ditch it because 
they don't look good. Take a 
closer look and determine 
whether or not it can still benefit 
you. If you're in a one -year 
ARM, you may want to see how 
low it goes. Timing, however, is 
everything. 

"Many people are getting out 
of their ARMs because the 
effects are delayed," said Stein. 
"Even though rates are jgoing 
down, theyTe still making 
monthly payments based on 
higher rates, and it's going to be 
a year or so before they see the 
effects. If they get into a lower 
interest fixed-rate, they'll see the 

SOURCE: The Meyers Report. 1-847-205-9222 

effects immediately." 
In addition, longer-term 

ARMs may cause some people 
to miss lower rates completely. 
"If you got in a three-year ARM 
at tne beginning of this cycle 
and rates start going back up," 
said Stein, "you could miss all 
of the benefits, so it's better to 
lock in a lower rate now." 

While the Fed's emergency 
rate cut earlier this month and 

<*YTv»rtf»H rate ^nt in the. riftxt 
few weeks could take some of 
die sting out of the economic 
picture, it may not be enough to 
reset the ARM/FRM relation-
ship for a while. 

According to Freddie Mac 
projections, the interest rate eas-
ing will have the greatest effect 
on short-term ARMs tied to the 
one-year treasury note. It adds, 
however that the ARMs' share 

not 
break the 25% mark anytime 
soon. 

"In any event," Stein 
remarked, "it's all relative. In 
these good times, we've gotten 
greedy for the low rate. I 
remember a time in the not-too-
distant past when we thought 
the interest rates would never 
again go into the single digits. 
Now we're scrambling to scoop 
up that extra one-half or one 
percentage point to get the 
absolute lowest possible rate." 

So if you love the thrill of the 
hunt, it may be time to dis-
ARM yourself. 

"If you're in an ARM," said 
Stein, "especially a long-term 
one, you may want to get out 
and lock in tne low rate. If 
you're not in one, it doesn't 
make sense to think about it." 

Gary S. Meyers is President and CEO of 
Meyers Communications Group Inc. and 
Founder Of Hie Meyers Report. He is a 
Nationally Syndicated Columnist and 
Economist. Mr. Meyers can be reached 
at gmeyers@meyersnetwork.com. 
(c) 2001 Meyers Communications Group 
Inc. 847-205-9222 
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These are the Observer & Eccentric- 28730 Florence St $130,000 51149 N View $402,000 

area residential real-estate closings 28050 Ford Rd $180,000 51157 N View $366,000 

recorded the week of June 11-15, 2001, 6936 Gilman St $110,000 51203 N View $355,000 " ; 

at the Wayne County Register of Deeds 7073 Helen St $55,000 51191 Plymouth Lk Cir $268,000 

office. Listed below are cities, address- 7073 Helen St $123,000 51240 Plymouth Lk Dr $198,000 1 

es, and sales prices. 6633 Henry Ruff Rd $148,000 51058 Plymouth Vlly Dr $185,000 

28781 Maplewood St $93,000 8871 Quail Cir $455,000 j 

Canton 31004 Pardo St $89,000 9055 Rocker Ave $54,000 i 
. 

42675 Beechwood Dr $212,000 14338 Shadywood Dr $190,000 

43931 Brandywyne Rd $203,000 Livonia 

637 Brookmill Ct $390,000 33149 Allen St $165,000 Redford , 

7864 Charrington $219,000 11311 Arden St $182,000 17652 Brady $85,000 | 

320 Cherry Grove Rd $241,000 33606 Elmira Ct $230,000 20491 Centraiia $97,000 . i 

2037 E Franklin Dr $95,000 9815 Fairfield St $180,000 18610 Delaware Ave $137,000 

8470 Elmhurst St $220,000 27600 Five Mile Rd $151,000 19717 Denby $110,000 " 

6844 Foxcreek Dr $263,000 35315 Hathaway St $180,000 24333 Donald Ct $203,000 ; 

7044 Foxridge Dr $228,000 9014 Hillcrest St $160,000 16841 Five Points St $88,000 

47417 Glengarry Blvd $80,000 15010 Hix St $183,000 19364 Garfield $97,000 ^ 

1400 Hampshire Dr $173,000 11723 Inkster Rd $95,000 26708 Grand River Ave $70,000 

1101 Heatherlea Ct $298,000 30445 Jeanine St $214,000 9930 Hazelton $127,000 , 

2369 Hogan Way $305,000 36509'Joanne St $151,000 14326 Inkster Rd $90,000 

42028 Hunters Rdg $332,000 29556 Lamar Ln $167,000 26411 Kenneth $143,000 

45439 Indian Crk $296,000 11446 Loveland St $142,000 18604 Kinloch $105,000 • 

41805 Larimore Ln $155,000 14308 Loveland St $159,000 19931 Kinloch $85,000 . 

44876 Leslie Ln $220,000 36758 Marler St $220,000 18236 Lennane $127,000 

7032 Longwood Rd $260,000 39013 Minton Ave $179,000 18296 Lennane $104,000 : 

48561 Manhattan Cir $80,000 18346 Myron St $158,000 18297 Macarthur $123,000 

48679 Manhattan Cir $80,000 34488 Navin Ave $386,000 24255 Midland $79,000 . 

48750 Manhattan Cir $118,000 12126 Newburgh Rd $171,000 25009 Midland $90,000 

48798 Manhattan Cir $106,000 15120 Nola St $200,000 11352 Norborne $128,000 : 

48845 Manhattan Cir $98,000 17169 Oporto Ave $230,000 20137 Wakenden $96,000 

48896 Manhattan Cir $122,000 11055 Oxbow St $150,000 11302 Winston $140,000 

45658 Morningside Dr $298,000 18845 Parklane St $250,000 15833 Woodbine $70,000 

44999 N Spring Dr $197,000 9000 Perrin S t $144,000 20077 Woodworth $113,000 

43742 Nowland Dr $315,000 31205 Pickford Ave $313,000 9 6 3 1 Wormer $118,000 

1411 Oakview Dr $143,000 32954 Rayburn St $138,000 

1658 Orchard Dr $88,000 19491 Rensellor St $149,000 Westland ' 

6861 Poppleton Rd $347,000 33825 Richland St $145,000 30162 Ann Arbor Trl $125,000 

44992 Prestbury Rd $225,000 15580 Riverside St $315,000 6952 Apache Trl $149,000 

506 Queens Way $200,000 38131 Ross St $217,000 38245 Carolon Blvd $100,000 

2410 River Woods Dr N $318,000 17306 Rouge Way $157,000 38285 Caroion Blvd $103,000 

2434 River Woods Dr N $307,000 28161 Terrence St $153,000 7351 Cavell St $105,000 

119 Robyn Dr $176,000 18972 Vanderhaven Ln $145,000 37687 Colonial Dr $121,000 : 

45093 Rolling Ridge Ct $304,000 19726 Weyher St . $155,000 38543 Emerald Ln N $205,000 

43936 S Umberland Cir $188,000 35940 Whitcomb St $270,000 7364 Nailer St $140,000 ' 

42731 SaltzRd $180,000 7907 Hillcrest Blvd $168,000 

41567 Simcoe Dr $192,000 Plymouth 8477 Hugh St $135,000 . 

7515 Sussex Dr $215,000 11541 Aspen Dr $164,000 6384 Hunter Pointe St $146,000 . 

4729 Timberline Dr $275,000 44516 Charnwood $316,000 7406 Iroquois St $145,000 

1607 Walnut Rdg $205,000 49613 Draper Cir $175,000 320 Larchmont Dr $177,000 

6734 Weatherfield Way $252,000 9277 Elm Hurst $195,000 8322 Liberty Blvd $147,000 

40981 Westfield Cir $250,000 11580 Fellows Hill Dr $525,000 33040 Lynx St $170,000 : 

48595 Wiidrose Dr $368,000 13809 Hill Top Dr W $443,000 6865 N Wildwood St $160,000 

13676 Hilltop Dr W $433,000 35523 Pheasant Ln $154,000 

Garden City 40804 Ivywood Ln $210,000 32833 Sandra Ln $155,000 

29671 Balmoral St $104,000 605 Jener Pi $157,000 34540 Sheridan St $110,000 

31170 Block St $137,000 12565 Latheron Dr $0,000 1339 Shoemaker Dr $107,000 

6737 Burn ly St $144,000 12587 Latheron Dr $398,000 38224 Timberland Dr $250,000 

6125 Deering St $125,000 9265 Mayflower Ct $228,000 7385 Woodview St #3 $87,000 

28640 Florence St $128,000 51139 N View $423,000 33100 Woodworth Ct $118,000 

http://www.weirmanuel.com
http://www.gnfeorp.com
http://www.MeyersNetwork.com
mailto:gmeyers@meyersnetwork.com
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REAL ESTATE BRIEFS 

Real estate briefs features news 
and notes on professional associ-
ations, office activities, upcoming 
meetings and seminars, new ser-
vices/products and consumer 
publications. 

Write: Real estate briefs, 
Observer & Eccentric Newspa-
pers, 36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia, 
48150. Our fax number is (734) 
591-7279. Our e-mail address is 
bjensen@ oe. homeco'mm. net 

INTERNET MARKETING 
The sales and marketing 

council of the Building Industry 
Associat ion of Southeastern 
Michigan presents a class, 
"Internet Marketing Strategies," 
8:30-10:30 a.m. Wednesday, Sept. 
5, at its offices, 30375 North-
western, Suite 100, Farmington 
Hills. 

Cost, which includes continen-
tal breakfast, is $10 for sales and 
marketing council members, $20 
for BIA and Apartment Associa-
tion of Michigan members and 
$35 for nonmembers. 

To register, call (248) 862-
1033. 

CAREER OPEN HOUSE 
Real Estate One presents a 

free class on how to get into resi-
dential real estate sales noon to 
1:15 p.m. Wednesdays, Sept. 5 

and 19, at its West Bloomfield 
office, 7499 Middlebelt at 14 
Mile. 
Topics include licensing, training 
and evaluating a broker. 
To register, call Steve Leibhan at 
(248) 851-4100 Ext. 105. 

BASEMENT REMODELING 
Clarencevil le Community 

Education and Oakland Builders 
Inst i tute offer an eight-hour 
basement remodeling class 6-10 
p.m. Tuesday and Thursday, 
Sept. 11 and 13, at Clarenceville 
High School, 20155 Middlebelt, 
Livonia. 

Topics include planning, build-
ing codes, permits, estimating 
material costs, working with con-
tractors, basics of home construc-
tion and tying into existing sys-
tems. 

Cost is $82, plus a textbook 
fee of $8. To register, call (248) 
473-8933. 

CONTINUING EDUCATION 
Schoolcraft College offers a 

day-long real estate continuing 
education class required annual-
ly for state license renewal 8 
a.m. to 3 p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 
12, and Friday, Oct. 5, on cam-
pus, Haggerty between Six and 
Seven Mile, Livonia. 

Cost is $60, $48 for persons 

60 years of age and older. To reg-
ister, call (734) 462-4448. 

SELL HOME CLASS 
Matt Kenkel, associate broker 

with ERA Alliance, and West 
Bloomfield Community Educa-
t ion present a home seller's 
class, "For Sale by Owner," 7-9:15 
p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 12, at 
Orchard Lake Middle School. 

Topics include setting price, 
target marketing, financing tech-
niques and purchase documents. 

Cost is $30. To register, call 
(248) 539-2290. 

LIEN LAW UPDATE 
The BIA hosts an update of 

the Michigan Construction Lien 
Law 8:30 a.m. to noon Thursday, 
Sept. 13, at its offices, 30375 
Northwestern, Suite 100, Farm-
ington Hills. 

Cost, which includes conti-
nental breakfast, is $50 for mem-
bers, $75 for nonmembers. To 
register, call (248) 862-1017. 

MORTGAGE LENDERS 
The Michigan Mortgage 

Lenders Association features 
Oakland County Sheriff Michael 
J. Bouchard at a membership 
luncheon noon to 1:30 p.m. 
Thursday, Sept. 13, at Oakland 
Hil ls Country Club, 3951 W. 

Maple, Bloomfield Township. 
Cost is $35 for members, $45 

for nonmembers. To register, call 
(248) 356-6857. 

BUILDERS LICENSE 
Livonia Community Educa-

tion and Oakland Builders Insti-
tute offer a 16-hour seminar to 
prepare for the state builders 
license exam 6-10 p.m. Tuesdays 
and Thursdays, Sept. 25-Oct. 4, 
at Riley Middle School, 15555 
Henry Ruff, Livonia. 

Cost is $199, plus $20 for the 
course textbook and sample 
questions. 

To register, call (734) 523-
9277. 

CONDO OPERATIONS 
Robert M. Meisner, a lawyer, 

adjunct professor and O&E 
columnist, teaches a class, "Con-
dominium Operation: Introduc-
tion to the Essentials for Suc-
cess," 7-9 p.m. Tuesdays, Oct. 9-
30, at the Bingham Park III 
Office Park, 30200 Telegraph, 
Bingham Farms. 

Cost is $95. To register, con-
tact Meisner's office at (248) 644-
4433, or Oakland Community 
College, (248) 471-7729. 

ENERGY CD-ROM 
The Bui lding Owners and 

Managers International has 
released a CD-ROM, "The Prop-
erty Professional's Guide to 
Building Energy Performance." 

Cost is $15 for BOMA mem-
bers, $25 for nonmembers. 

To purchase or obtain more 
information, call (800) 426-6292, 
or visit the Web at www. boma. 
org/ pubs/ energy_cd. htm 

BIA UPDATES 
The Building Industry Associ-

ation of Southeastern Michigan 
now provides weekly updates of 
news and information affecting 
the construction industry to 
members via e-mail. 

Contact Rosalie Lamb at the 
association, (248) 737-4477 for 
details. 

CONTAMINATION SITES 
VISTAinfo, a publicly owned 

company based in San Diego, has 
a Web site that offers a free 
overview of environmental condi-
tions - contaminated waste sites, 
hazardous waste locations and 
landfills - by ZIP code. 

The Internet address is www. 
NearMyHome. com 

More specif ic reports are 
available for a fee. 

PLAYGROUND SAFETY 
A book available from the 

Community Associations Insti- S 
tute can help community associ- ,_j 
ation managers and board memr 
bers ensure that their p l a y * ^ 
grounds and tot lots are as safe ̂  
as possible. - *;4 

Detailed information is pro,- " 
vided on safety inspections and-
implementing an effective main- Z', 
tenance plan. 

"Playgrounds for Young Chils^Jg 
dren" is available for $40 by call; j g 
ing (703) 548-8600, or ordering i 
through www. caionline. org ; \ 

MEMBERSHIP DRIVE \ 
The Fair Housing Center of- J 

Metropolitan Detroit continues a ! j' 
membership drive. Categories; j 
include individual membership; r 
($15), family ($25) and organiza-- 1 
tional ($50) - * 

For information, call (313) I 
963-1274. 

i, 
SALES WEB SITE j 

Curious as to what houses are « 
selling for in your neighborhood? !; 

Steve Wiese of Southeastern ! 
Appraisal Corp. in Farmington \ 
Hil ls has updated maps on a> 
community-by-community basis j. 
with that information on the; >; 
Internet. And it's free. < 

X 

Just dial up www. homeval- J 
uemap. com ; I 

Fundamentals continue in housing market 
With historically low mortgage interest 

rates, low unemployment and high con-
sumer confidence, housing markets are 
expec ted to s tay near h i s tor ic h i g h s , 
according to the National Association of 
Realtors. 

The favorable economic backdrop for 
housing activity will continue, said David 
Lereah , NAR's chief economis t . "We 
expect the economy to gradually pick up 
steam during the second half of the year, 
ye t i n f l a t i o n wi l l r e m a i n tame. Th i s 
should boost consumer confidence and 
keep the housing market rolling along at 
strong levels. 

"Thirty-year fixed mortgage interes t 
rates will rise and hover in the 7.3 range 
during the second half of the year, a little 
higher than we've seen but not enough to 

fl 'Thirty-year fixed mortgage 
interest rates will rise and hover 
in the 7.3 range during the sec-
ond half of the year/ 

David Lereah 
Realtors' chief economist 

deter overall sales." 
NAR forecasts exist ing-home sales to 

rise 0.7 percent in 2001 to a total of 5.15 
million, still the second highest on record. 
New-home sales will rise 4.6 percent to a 
total of 918 ,000 uni ts th is year, a new 
record, and housing starts are forecast to 
rise 2.7 percent to a total of 1.61 million 
units in 2001. 

The association expects the nat ional 
median existing-home price this year to be 
$145,300, an increase of 4.6 percent over 
2000, while the typical new home price is 
expected to be $174,300 in 2001, up 3.1 
percent from last year. 

NAR projects U.S. economic growth, as 
measured by the Gross Domestic Product, 
to be 1.7 percent for 2001, rising from a 
projected rate of 0.7 percent in the second 
quarter to 3.2 percent by the end of the 
year. Consumer price inflation for this 
year should be 3.3 percent. 

The association projects the unemploy-
ment rate to rise to 4.8 percent by the end 
of 2001, still low in historic terms. Infla-
tion-adjusted disposable personal income 
is forecast to grow 2.4 percent this year. 

Rates edge lower 
Mortgage rates fell further 

this week with the rate on a 
30-year mortgage remaining 
below the 7 percent threshold 
for a second consecutive week. 

The average interest rate on 
30-year fixed-rate mortgages 
dipped to 6.91 percent, down 
slightly from 6.92 percent last 
week, according to the nation-
wide survey released by Fred-
die Mac, the mortgage compa-
ny. 

It marked the lowest level for 
30-year mortgages since last 
March when they dropped 
below 7 percent for four weeks. 
Analysts expect th is level , 
which has been seen for only 

brief periods over the last 25 
years, is likely to spur another 
burst of home refinancing and 
help support home sales, which 
have held up surprisingly well 
this year despite the sharp eco-
nomic slowdown. 

Fi f teen-year mortgages , a 
popular option for refinancing, 
also declined this week to 6.47 
percent from 6.48 percent the 
previous week. 

A year ago, rates for 30-year 
mortgages were more than a 
percentage point higher 7.99 
percent and rates for 15-year 
mortgages averaged 7.72 per-
cent. 

COLD WELL BANKER 
PREFERRED, REALTORS 

MOVE RIGHT IN! Open floor plan, 
updated kitchen with ceramic ti!e floor and 
skylight, Huge great room with cathedral 
ceiling, 3 lull baths, and finished basement 
with possible 4th bedroom, den, and full 
bath. $204,900 (713GL) 

OFFICE BUILDING - PLYMOUTH! 
Delightfully updated and decorated 2178 
square foot building on Main Street in 
Plymouth. Currently used as office. 15 
parking places. Conference room, lunch 
room, business machine room. Very weil 
done! $375,000 (630MA) 

NO EXPENSE SPARED - Recent 
updates in this Dearborn colonial include 
root, windows, kitchen, bathroom, furnace, 
hot water heater, circuit breakers, copper 
plumbing, glass block windows, carpet and 
paint. New driveway with pad for a garage. 
$99,900 (615KI) 

UNSURPASSED LIABILITY -
"Edenberg" model has it al! including a big 
4 car side entry garage, maintenance free 
covered TREX" deck along side a brick 
paver patio surrounded try a profess, 
landscaped over 1 acre lot backing to a 
park-like setting. Hardwood kitchen, nook 
and powder room, cultured marble in 
soacious master suite. $524,900 (361FE) 

OUTGROWING YOUR HOME, THIS 
SOLVES THE PROBLEM! Enjoy this 3 
bedroom, 2 full bath home w/roomy family 
w/gas FP, and private library, or convert to 
4th bedroom. Spacious country kitchen and 
traditional LR/DR w/views of the yard. 
Enjoy the fenced yard w/patio, oversized 2 
car garage and C/A. Waik to elementary. 
$204,900 (634LO) 

AWESOME - Awesome best describes 
this 3 bedroom with loft colonial, 2.5 bath 
and large eat-in kitchen. Livonia schools 
and a beautiful paver patio on a premium 
wooded lot are some of the great features 
on this 7 year old house. Must see ! 
$249,900 (2410V) 

WHY RENT WHEN YOU CAN Bl 
Great 2 bedroom, 2 bath condo in beautiful 
Plymouth. This upper level ranch has 
vaulted ceiling, skylight, neutral decor, 
master bedroom with walk-in closet. 
Partially finished basement and 2 car 
garage. $172,900 (954PL) 

LUXURIOUS PLYMOUTH CONDO -
Lovely, spacious condo, 1st floor master 
bedroom w/walk-in closet, vaulted ceiling, 
deluxe bath. Great room w/cathedral 
ceiling, fireplace and dining room connect. 
Gourmet kitchen, 2 story library and 1st 
floor laundry. Lots of extras! Buy today! 
$339,900 (413AR) 

HUNTERS GROVE CONDOS - Great 
value for this sharp condo on premium 
location. Great room w/firepiace, dining 
room w/bay window, kitchen w/oak 
cabinets, master bath w/whirlpool tub, 1st 
floor laundry, attached garage, and full 
basement. All appliances stay. $159,900 
(582HU) 

BETTER HOMES ft GARDEN - Best 
describes this perfectly decorated super 
clean home. Updates galore, windows, 
roof, deck and much more. Appliances stay. 
A dream home waiting for you. 10++++ 
$139,900 (848KI) 

TIMELESS DESIGN - This Cambridge 
built quality home is in a fine neighborhood. 
Approximately 4,000 sq. ft, of luxury. 
Upgraded throughout. Professionally 
finished lower level, library, sunroom and 
more. $699,900 (263ST) 

PRIVATE AND OPEN - Two story home 
features privacy and room. 1.8 acres/open 
land behind home the tree lined drive and 
lot. Wrap around deck for entertaining, 
24x36 pole barn '95, blacktop '00, furnace 
and A/C'97. $274,900 (191 MO) 

ONE OWNER FORMER BUILDERS 
MODEL! Arched brick covered front entry 
to 2 story hardwood floored foyer with 
palatial windowl Stacked "bay"! L-A-R-G-E 
premium court lot with treed picnic area! 
Cathedral ceiling family room and master 
suite with jetted tub & big WIC with window! 
Oak cathedral cabinets in island kitchen! 
Custom painted interior. $429,750 (722WE) 

WWT 

NORTH CANTON COLONIAL -
Spacious, traditional and neutral! Formal 
living and dining rooms, family room with 
fireplace. Newer kitchen floor and counters, 
2 pantries and nook. Three bedrooms, 2.5 
baths, and a 1st floor laundry. Glass block 
windows and new deck. $219,900 (181SH) 

RANCH FEATURING TOP VALUE -
on a quiet, shady street! An air of comfort 
infuses this superbly-kept 3 bedroom 
ranch. 2 car garage, updated kitchen with 
Pergo floors, new A/C, new windows, and 
new water heater. Has partially finished 
basement & Florida room off rear of home. 
This well maintained ranch w/landscaping 
will tempt you. $136,900 (686FO) 

ALL THE BELLS AND WHISTLES! 
Perfectly beautiful one bedroom ranch 
condo in Plymouth. Gorgeous new kitchen -
cupboards galore plus numerous updates. 
Finished basement with half .bath. Over 55 
community. $122,900 (855NE) 

QUAINT COUNTRY ROAD - You'll be 
so impressed with this 3 bedroom ranch in 
a very special area. Huge 4th bedroom in 
lower level. Many updates throughout. This 
is a must seel $154,900 (871LE) 

CAPTIVATING CAPE COD - This 
spectacular Cape Cod boasts the very best 
in quality, customized amenities and 
upgrades. Located on private court. First 
floor master and Jacuzzi tub with 2 story 
vaulted ceilings in great room. Full daylight 
basement. $454,000 (349WO) 

PEACEFUL PLYMOUTH SENIOR 
DEVELOPMENT - Bradbury Park offers 
2 bedroom, 2 bath condo w/views of the 
trees from patio. Large living room 
w/attached dinning room. Kitchen comes 
complete w/pantry & appliances. Finished 
basement w/bath for extra room. Utilities 
included in fee. Imm. occup., close to 
churches and shopping. $129,900 (530NE) 

COPPER CANYON GEM - Immaculate CHOICE RANCH IN CHOICE AREA -
brick ranch - 3 bedrooms, 1.5 baths, Great area of Westland offers this large 
finished basement, 2.5 car garage. Tear off ranch with some newly finished floors -garage. 
root in '95, new furnace and A/C in 2000. 
New carpeting, vinyl windows and hot 
water heater. Cozy fireplace. Across from 
park! $135,000 (801 PA) 

large bedrooms with a partially finished 
basement. $159,900 (918SO) 

'•<.!<? 

II 
All Real Estate 

Companies are not the same 

DISCOVER THE DIFFERENCE 
PROFESSIONALISM • SATISFACTION • RESULTS 

Visit us on our 
WebSite... 

www.cbpreferred.com 

M O R T G A G E F I N A N C I N G 

What getting a mortgage should be. 
We'll beat any lender's Guaranteed loan decision the 
price, or pay you $250* same day you apply or we 

pay you $250 

1-888-895-2536 
Toll Free 

NORTHVILLE/NOVI 
(248) 305-6090 

CANTON 
\) 392-6000 

FARMINGTON WESTLAND/GARDEN CITY PLYMOUTH 
(248) 478-6022 (734) 392-6000 (734) 459-6000 

LIVONIA 
(734) 425-6060 

L I O a S O T 

http://www.cbpreferred.com
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WEST BLOOMFIELD 
PERFECT! Bi-Levei absolutely beautiful three bedroom, 
two full baths, walk-out basement. Ail sports lake 
privileges. Beautiful ceramic tiled kitchen & baths. Maple 
cabinets, new carpeting, paint, refinished hardwood 
floors. (P55DAN) $219,900. 

CANTON 
MEADOWBROOK SUB COLONIAL. Beautifully 
appointed throughout with hardwood floors and crown 
moldings, 2 fireplaces including fieldstone in family room. 
Spacious kitchen opens to family room, 3 bedroom, 2'/a 
bath. Loft shows as study, master suite with garden tub. 
Paver patio, 3 car attached garage. (P03BAY) $270,000. 

CANTON 
BEAUTIFUL PULTE COLONIAL. This colonial has all 
the premium upgrades, a dramatic two story foyer, four 
bedrooms, 2Y» baths. Vaulted ceilings, garden bath in 
master suite with watk-in closet. Professionally 
landscaped, large brick patio, two car attached garage. 
(P52PON) $281,900. 

This column highlights promotions, 
transfers, hirings, awards won and 
other news within the real estate, con-
struction, architecture and mortgage 
communities. 

Send a brief summary including 
town of residency and black and white 
photo to Real Estate Movers and Shak-
ers, Observer & Eccentric Newspapers, 
36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia, 48150. 

Our fax number is (734) 591-7279. 
Our e-mail address is bjensen@ 
homecomm. net 

The Die tz Organizat ion, a com-
mercial investment real estate broker-
age firm in Birmingham, has brokered 
the sale of Woodcrest Villa Apartments 
in Westland and Orchard Apartments 
in Adrian. 

Dietz represented both the buyer, 
RHP Properties of Farmington Hills, 
and the seller, Equity Residential, a 
Chicago-based real estate investment 
trust, in the 458-unit Woodcrest Villa 
transaction. 

Dietz also represented both the 

buyer, West Terrace Group, and seller, 
Dodge MGP, in the 38-unit Orchard 
transaction. 

Sales price was $1.3 million. 

Two employees joins Kahn Manu-
f a c t u r i n g S o l u t i o n s , a recently 
established subsidiary of Albert Kahn 
Associates, an architecture, engineer-
ing, planning firm in Detroit. 

E d w a r d Yoo is 
director of opera-
t ions. He wil l be 
responsible for 
development and 
implementation of 
the business plan 
and client develop-
ment. 

Yoo has 34 years 
experience and pre-
viously worked for 
CKPG & Associates. He lives in Novi. 

K e n t J o h n s o n 
is director of engi-
neering, where he 
also will be respon-
sible for business 
development. 

He has 25 years 
experience and also 
comes to Kahn from 
CKPG & Associ-
ates. 

Johnson lives in 
Brighton. 

R o b e r t s o n 
B r o t h e r s Group, 
a residential build-
ing company in 
Bloomfield Hills, 
announces two 
appointments. 

Pete Dembows-
ki has been named 
project manager at 
Links West in Can-
ton and the Links 

Dembowski 

of Northville Hills in Northville. 
He will manage all construction 

operations at both sites. 
Dembowski earned a bachelor of sci-

ence degree in building construction 
management from Michigan State 
University. 

Kimber E. Sip-
p e r l e y jo ins 
Robertson Brothers 
as purchasing man-
ager. She wil l be 
responsible for 
evaluating current 
purchasing sys-
tems, negot iat ing 
contracts wi th 
national manufac-
turers and manag-
ing the expansion of 
upgrade option packages. 

Sipperley comes to Robertson Broth-
ers from IDEAS International, where 
she was vice president and project 
manager. 

She holds a bachelor's degree in eco-
nomics and an MBA degree from the 
University of Michigan. 

Sipperley 

NOVI 
ORCHARD RIDGE ESTATES SUB. One of a kind 
custom ranch on a private wooded .32 are has three 
bedrooms, 3'A baths, great room with vaulted ceiling, 
master bedroom has walk-in closet, first floor laundry, 3!4 
car two way entry garage, huge basement. Just 
decorated very neutral. (P45H1G) $325,000. 

. Q u a l i t y 

451-5400 
, . f t G M A C 
'TIES INC. I l I ^ R e a l Estate 

1365 S. Main, Plymouth 

or Visit us on the web. 

w w w . q u a l i t y b h g . c o m 

WESTLAND 
GREENVIEW CONDOMINIUM 

; M B | 
. 3 8 5 
s i 

^Payments as l o w as $525 per m o n t h 

Features include: 
• Two Bedrooms 
• Full Basement 
• Private yard 
• Private Drive 
• Brick exterior 
• NO association fees 

N 
Frtrrt | 

S " P a l m n r 1 

i 
1 I S l Olanwnnd 1 

i 

Michigan Ave. R 

1-94 l > 

H 
' P a y m e n t s based u p o n a 30 yr.. 8 . 2 % f ixed in teres t l o a n wi th 2 0 % 
d o w n p a y m e n t , i n c l u d i n g principals, in teres t , t axes a n d insurance. 

WHY RENT WHEN YOU CAN OWN! 
Call Now 

(734) 728-5195 
35015 F o r d R d . 
W e s t l a n d 
M I 48185 LSJ 

Metro Detroit investment 
is slowing at midyear 

While demand still exceeded the supply 
of inves tment real e s ta te avai lable in 
metropolitan Detroit at midyear 2001, 
unrealistic asking prices in a slowing econ-
omy were tempering transaction volume, a 
new report from Colliers International 
found. 

Deal volume dropped in recent months as 
the "bid/ ask" spread on suburban Detroit 
commercial real estate widened, said Len 
Tosto, senior vice president of Colliers 
Internat ional ' s i n v e s t m e n t brokerage 
group. 

"Sellers continue to demand prices that 
don't reflect the growing vacancies and 
softening rents in most of southeast Michi-
gan's office, industrial and retail real estate 
markets," Tosto said. "Sellers focused on 
real estate's continued strength when pric-
ing the assets for sale, while buyers pointed 
to a crumbling economy when making a 
bid. The resulting gap made it tougher to 
close investment transactions by the end of 
second quarter." 

Private partnerships, real estate operat-
ing companies and real estate investment 
trusts remained the market's most active 
buyers and sellers in the first half of 2001, 
Colliers' midyear 2001 investment market 
review noted. 

Apartments were the most popular asset 
type among investors at midyear, as apart-
ment vacancy rates were low and rents con-
tinued to climb. Although investment in 
this sector slowed slightly in the first half 
of 2001, a lack of avai lable apartment 
assets existed at the end of second quarter. 

In the retail sector, grocery-anchored 
strip shopping centers were popular with 
investors at midyear, Tosto said, noting, 
"Consumers need food and other basic 
necessities regardless of the economy." 

Metro Detroit office properties traded at 
average cap rates of 9.5 percent at midyear, 
while class-B properties went for 10-10.5 
percent for and class-C buildings offered 
rates of 11.5 percent and higher. 

COLDWELL BANKER 
SCHWEITZER REAL ESTATE 

»<«1WU l " i l l 

BELLEVILLE $169,900 
Here !t Is! Great Home With Great 
Location! On 1 acre of land. 3 
bedroom, 1 bath home has lots of 
updates, ̂ remodeled kitchen w/oak 
c a b i n e t s and marb le look 
countertops & bar, all appliances 
stay incl . washe r & dryer. 
/p<"5M7n-rvi \ o/to-Q/JT-inKn 

CANTON $169, 
What a Showplace! Stunning 2-
story,. 2 bedroom Condo. Clean, 
neutral & tastefully decorated unit 
with custom blinds. Fireplace in LR; 
master bath has jacuzzi & double 
sinks. One-car garage. (BGP-
98Hun) 734-453-6800 

$98,975 
West Side Delight! Just turn the 
key & move in.3 br, 1.5 bath 
w/24x24 newer garage w/loft.Vinyl 
windows, aluminum trim. 4 yr. old 
furnace & C/A & copper plumbing. 
(BGN54MET) 248-347-3050 

DETROIT $78,000 
Opportunity Knocks! Clean & well 
maintained 3 BR bungalow. New 
roof, electrical, some new windows 
& kitchen cabinets. Hurry this one 
won't last long.(BG-L-40EVA) 734-
462-1811 ' 

LIVONIA $267,500 
Immacu la te ! Ma in ta i ned to 
perfection w/many recent updates 
including most windows, newer 
beige carpet, tasteful window 
treatments, huge 1st floor laundry, 
private yard. Home warranty. BG-L-
06BAR 734-462-1811 

PLYMOUTH $499,900 
Perfect blend of Location, Quality & 
Prestige...3-story 5 BR, 3.5 BA 
home offers many amenities, Jack 
& Jill baths, 2 FP, spacious 1st fir 
laundry, 2 sided glass garden rm. 
Spac kit offers new cbnts, f img & 
counter. (BGP-14Por) 734-453-

sssa. 

REDFORD $139,900 
Growing family, in need of more 
room-4 BR 2 baths that is 
affordable, look no further. Fin. rec 
room lower level, f lorida room, 
hwd. floors. Lots of storage, fenced 
yard. One year HW. (BG-L-52MER) 
734-462-1811 

CANTON $399,000 
NEARLY NEW! Hurry! This 4 
bedroom 2.5 bath w/ 3 car garage 
on quiet cul-de-sac in beautiful golf 
community. M a n y upgrades 
throughout. Lawish master w/huge 
w.i.c a real beauty! (BGN04CYP) 

; 248-347-3050 

DEARBORN $234,900 
Fabulous Jewel! This Tudor has 
been completely redone from top 
to bottom.Just move in & enjoy this 
beauty.4 br, finished bsmt, private 
yard & updates th roughout ! 
(BGN4QROS) 248-347-3050 

DETROIT $88,900 
Three Br. Brick Bungalow! Partial 
finished basement. 1.5 car garage 
w/door opener, bay window in 
formal dining room, remodeled 
bath, new window treatments t/o, 
new porch, (BGN54BIL) 248-347-
3050 

DETROIT " $54,900 
Super Investment In Great 
Locat ion Across From Park! 
Updates include new roof, carpet, 
furnace, kitchen floor, storms & 
screens. Hurry on this great deal! 
(BGN47CHA) 248-347-3050 

LIVONIA $179,900 
Fantastic! Describes this 3 BR 2 
full bath brick & vinyl ranch. Living 
rm w/bay win., nice kit. w/stove & 
DW, doorwall leading to sunroom 
overlooking yard w/pool, gazebo & 
hot tub. (BG-L-94PAR) 734-
462-1811 

PLYMOUTH $389,900 
Stately Pillared Colonial...in park-
like sett ing of hills & trees. 4 
bedrooms, 3.5 baths, formal dining, 
1st f loor laundry, den. Side 
entrance garage, circular drive, 
gorgeous Gunite pool. (BGP-
31Bre) 734-453-6800 

REDFORD $109,900 
Move In Condition! 3 Brm brick 
ranch w/many updates furnace & 
A/C 98, roof 97, windows 90, 
refinished HWD floors, updated 
electric 99, new sun room, 2.5 car 
garage, part. fin. bsmt. (BG-L-
70BEE) 734-462-1811 

A Perfect 10+ Completely Updated 
Spacious Ranch! W/prof. finished 

lower level. New kitchen & updated 
windows, roof, looring, concrete, 
exterior paint & vinyl. Gorgeous 
yard. (BGN71BRU) 248-347-3050 

DETROIT $161,900 
Well Maintained. Colonia l , in 
dristine condition. Features living 
rm w/bay window & f ireplace, 
formal dining rm. Ail appliances 
stay. Fi.n. bsmt. in knotty pine, 
newer furnace, C/A, HWT. (BG-L-
50GRE) 734-462-1811 

Charming Bungalow w/Plaster 
Interior! Neat family room w/Brick 
fireplace. Glassed in porch & part, 
finished basement. Fenced rear, 
yard & meet's city code.- Buyer 
Protection 12 mo. (BGN66WOO) 
248-347-3050 

GREEN OAKTWP $359,900 
Wow! Incredible 4 BR, 2.5 BA 
Colonial, on a gorgeous private 
court setting. Full finished walkout 
bsmt. Gourmet kitchen & nook. 1st 
fir study. Lux master ste. Neutral 
decor. Lg lot. Prem elev. Hurry! 
(BGP-48Sto) 734-453-6800 

LIVONIA $169,900 
Charming Livonia Ranch! With 3 
BR on .86 acre treed lot features 
open floor , plan, large updated 
country kit., living rm. w/HW floor & 
fireplace & a 2 car & a 1 car 
garage, new C/A & more. (BG-L-
90SUN) 734-462-1811 

189,500 
Extra Clean - Inside & Out! Totally 
new kit, refinished hardwood floors, 
f reshly painted, large heated 
garage (24x26), half acre lot, 
newer roof & furnace, CA, close to 
Downtown. (BGP-30Gol) 734-453-
6 8 0 0 • 

YPSiLANTI $197,500 
Nicer than New...2-story just 2 
years young. GR w/gas fireplace, 
gorgeous kitchen, 1st floor laundry, 
4 BRs, 2.5 BAs, attached 2 car 
garage. Clean, neat & neutral. 
Priced for rapid sale. (BGP-210ak) 
734-453-6800 

[ E 
For more properties 

visit our website at: 

EQUM. HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 

www. cbschweitzer. com 

Phone In, Move In... 
Q A same-day mortgage decision or we'll pay you $250 
0 To meet your requested closing date or we'll reduce your interest rate by 1/8th of one 

percent for the life of the loan 
0 To beat any lender's price, GUARANTEED, or pay you $250 

1-888-317-2530 
Financing provided by Coldwell Banker Mortgage, 3000 Leadenhall Road, Mt. laurel, NJ 
48054. 'Some restrictions apply. "Subject to verification of lenders price and other 
restrictions. Please contact us for details. 

Livonia Office - 734-462-1811 • Northville Office - 248-347-3050 • Plymouth - 734-453-6800 

A n n Arbor • B irmingham • Clarkston • B loomf ie ld Hil ls • Grosse Pointe Hill • Grosse Pointe Woods • Lakes 
Livonia • The Macomb Center • Northvi l l e • P lymouth • South Lyon • Troy • West B loomf ie ld 

http://www.qualitybhg.com
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CLASSIFIEDS 

COMMERCE TWPAakeside, 
long Lake. 2.5 bedrooms. 1 acre, 

-Aug 27-July 1 lease..,. 

. '/L Commerce 

HOME TOWN 

C L A S S I F I E 
W O R K ! 

DEADLINES: 
For Placing, Canceling or Correcting of Liner Ads. 

Publication Day Deadline 

SUNDAY REAL ESTATE 5:00 P.M. THURSDAY 

SUNDAY ISSUE 5:00 P.M. FRIDAY 

THURSDAY 5:30 P.M. TUESDAY 

Walk- In Off ice Hours; 
Monday - Friday 8:30 am - 5:00 pm 

O B S E R V E R S A L E S O F F I C E 
36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia, Ml 48150 

E C C E N T R I C S A L E S O F F I C E 
805 East Maple, Birmingham, Ml 48009 

f l H O £ 

s i . " 

It's all about RESULTS! 
Part of The HomeTown Communications Network™ 

www.observer-eccentric.com 

I T ' S EASY TO 

P L A C E Y O U R 

CLASSIF IED AD 

J U S T CALL, 

F A X or 

E - M A I L 

&\j|. 

OAKLAND COUNTY 248-644-1070 

WAYNE COUNTY 734-591-0900 

ROCHESTER AREA 248-852-3222 

CLARKSTON, WATERFORD 248-475-4596 

TOLL FREE 800-579-SELL 

FAX YOUR AD 734-953-2232 

24 HOUR VOICE MAIL and E-MAIL 

BOOKMARK OUR WEBSITE 

www.observer-eccentr lc .com 

Real 
Estate 
For 
Rent 

C o m m e r c i a l 
I n d u s t r i a l 
S a l e o r 
L e a s e 

Real 
Estate 
For 
Sale 

H o m e & 

S e r v i c e 

G u i d e 
E m p l o y m e n t / (Dtiscn̂ r fa Jccpfltrit 
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G * R A G h 

Livestock 
Announcements Merchandise 

Garage Sale 
Moving Sale 

Automotive 
Recreational Vehicles 
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All Ads Are Online! 
You can place you r ad 24/7 

Sure to be a Favorite Site 

WE HONOR 

All advertising published in The Observer & Eccentric is subject 
to the conditions stated In the applicable rate card, copies of 
which are available from the Advertising Department, Observer J 
Eccentric Newspapers, 36251 Schoolcraft Road, Livonia, Ml 
48150, (734) 591 -2300. The Observer & Eccentric reserves the 
right not to accept an advertiser's order. Observer & Eccentric 
Ad-Takers have no authority to bind this newspaper and only 
publication of an advertisement shall constitute final acceptance, 
of the advertiser's order. 

Please Check Your Ad 

The Observer & Eccentric will issue credit for typographical or 
other errors only on the first insertion of an advertisement. If an 
error occurs, the advertiser must notify the Customer Service 
Department in time to correct the error before the second 
insertion. 

RUN IT UNTIL IT SELLS! Forthebestresults when 
ng your cfasslfi 
yourself in the 

Give your Observer & Eccentric Classifieds 
a call today and we' l l tel l you how t o 

"Run It Until It Sells"! 

Applies only to all transportation classifications 

Describe the Items for sale 
.or job opening by including 
details f i a t would attract 
your friends. Avoid 
abbreviations. I n c i t e a 
phone number and best 
times to calf. Include 
price/salary range, and 
benefits. Include an e-mail 
address if possible, because 

your ad also appears on our 
Internet site. Use key 
wording for easy searching 
and reading. List age, brand, 

assist 
help. Remember you want 
results, so the more you tell 
and the more people your.ad 
reaches, the more 
responses you will receive.. 
Caff us today, we can 
help you! 

wm E M 

l a m m a 
303. ...Open Houses 344....West Bloomfield' 

304.... Ann Arbor Orchard Lake/ 

305.... Bir mtng ham/Bi oomfief d Keego Harbor 

306. ...Brighton 345....Westland/Wayne 

308.... Canton 348....Wixom/ Walled Lake/ 

309....Clarkston Commerce 

311.... Dearborn/Dearborn Hgts 349.... Ypsi lanti/Beli 

312.... Detroit 352....Livingston County 

314.... Farmington/ 353.... Macomb County 

Farmington Hills 354....Oakland County 

317....Garden City 356.... Washtenaw County 

318....Grosse Points 387....Wayne County 

318....Hamburg o5o....L3K6tronvwatertront homes 

320....Haitland 359....0ther Suburban Homes 

321 ....Highland 360....Out of State Homes/Property 

322.... Holly/Fe nton 361 ....Country Homes 

323....Howell 363....Farms/Horse Farms 

325....Livonia 364....Real Estate Seivioes 

326....Milford 370....New Home Builders 

327..:.New Hudson 371,...Apartments For Sale . 

328. ...Northville 372„..Condos 

320....Novi 373.... Duplexes STownhouses 

331 ....Orion Township/ 374 Manufactured Homes 

Lake Orion/Oxford 375....Mobii Homes 

333,...Pinckney ' 376....Homes Under Construction 

«w,..,nymousn > UKeironi rropeny 

335....Redford 378.... Lake/River Resort/Property 

336.. ..Rochester/Auburn Hills 379..,.Northern Property 

337.... Royal Oak/Oak Park/ 381 ....Southern Property 

Huntington Woods 382.... Lots & Acreage/Vacant 

338....Salem/Salem Township 383,,.,Time Share 

339.... Southfieid/Lathrup 384.... Lease/Option To Buy 

340....South Lyon 385....Mortgage/Land Contracts 

341 ....Troy 386....MoneyToLoan 

342.... Waterford/U nion Lake/ 386....Money To Borrow 

White Lake 387....Real Estate Wanted 

388....Cemetery Lots 

All real estate advertising in 
this newspaper is subject to 
the Fair Housing Act which 
makes it illegal to advertise 
"any preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status or national 
origin, or an intention, to 
make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination." 
Familial status includes 
children under the age of 18 
living with parents or legal 
custodians, pregnant women 
and people securing custody 
of children under 18. 

This newspaper will not 
knowingly accept any 
advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the 
law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings 
advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To 
complain of discrimination 
cail HUO toll-free at 1-800-
669-9777. The toll-free 
telephone number for the 
hearing impaired is 1-800-
927-9275. 

390.... Business Opportunities 
391 ....Business & Professional 

Buildings For Sale 
392... .Commercial/Retail-

Sale Or Lease 
393....Income Property 

394....lndustrial-Saie Or Lease 
395....Office Business Space-

Sale Or Lease 
396....Commercial /Industrial-

Vacant Property ' 
397.... Investment Property 
398....Land 

All advertising published in The Observer & Eccentric is subject 
to the conditions stated in the applicable rate card, copies of 
which are available from the Advertising Department, Observer & 
Eccentric Newspapers, 36251 Schoolcraft Road, Livonia, Ml 
48150, (734) 591-2300. The Observer & Eccentric reserves the 
right not to accept an advertiser's order. Observer & Eccentric 
Ad-Takers have no authority to bind this newspaper and only 
publication of an advertisement shall constitute final acceptance 
of the advertiser's order. 

P l e a s e C h e c k Your Ad 

The Obsetver & Eccentric will issue credit for typographical or 
other errors only on the first insertion of an advertisement. If an 
error occurs, the advertiser must notify the Customer Service 
Department in time to correct the error before the second 
insertion. 

HAVE YOU 
HEARD 

THE NEWS 

Important Deadlines 
for Classifications 
#300s and #400's 

SUNDAY ISSUE: 
• Real Estate & 

Apartment Display 
ads 3:00pm Thursday • 

• Real Estate & 
Apartment Liners 
5:00pm Thursday 

THURSDAY ISSUE: 
• Real Estate Display 

3:00pm Monday • 

• Apartment Display 
3:00pm Monday • 

• Real Estate & 
Apartment Liners 
5:00pm Tuesday 

Itmtm 
N E W S P A P E R S 

Find Your Dream Home 
Shop Classified 

AUGUSTA TWP. - Open Sun. 
1-5pm. 11401 Butler Rd. 10 yr. 
old 2000 sq. ft. custom built 
rarich on 16 acres. Hickory cabi-
nets, 2 full baths, hardwood 
floors in kitchen, dining area & 
foyer. 2x6 construction, extra 
insulation, Andersen windows 
and two Andersen doorwalls, 
25x24 attached garage with 
opener plus detached 24x36 
larage. $395,000. Call 
JEN DENNY, 734-459-3600 

Re/Max Executives West, 

BEVERLY HILLS 3 bedroom, 
2000 sq. ft., brick ranch, w/1 
acre, finished basement, 2 car 
attached garage. Open Sun 2-5. 
21880 Hampton, 3 blocks N. of 
13 Mile, E. of Lahser $349,900. 

248-646-1018 

BLOOMFIELD HILLS - Lovely 4 
bedroom, 2.5 bath colonial Many 
updates. Reduced to $360,000. 
Open Sat-Sun 1-4. 7160 White 
Pine Drive. 248-855-3210 

CANTON OPEN Sat 1-6 2 bed-
room, 2 bath, approximately 

community, 2 car" attached 
garage, den, 1st floor laundry, 
full basement, many upgrades. 
$280,000. 1821 Wentworth Dr, 
off Canton Center' & Palmer 

(734) 495-3744 

CANTON OPEN SUN 1-4 
Beautiful 4 bedroom, 1.5 bath 
quad, lots of updates on .3+ 
acres. 5645 Wedgewood, N. 
Ford, W. Lilley. $219,900. Lynx 
Real Estate 734-667-2337 

CANTON TRI-LEVEL quiet 
court location, 3 bedroom, 1.5 
bath, many updates. $177,000. 
Open Sun 1-4 41720 Creston 
Ct. off Haggerty N. of Cherry-
hill (734) 844-3218 

LIVONIA IMMACULATE 3 bed-
room, 1.5 bath, 1527 sq. ft. 
home on cul-de-sac, nice land-
scaping, some appliances, new 
windows, 2 car attached garage, 
open Sun 12-4. Must sell 
$184,900. 29281 Perth, off Mid-
dlebelt S. of 5 Mile 734 
367-0611 

REDFORD-FANTASTIC, 3 bed-
room home. Must sell ASAP. 
Owners being transferred. Rea-
sonable offers considered. Bro-
kers protected. 17719 Indian, 

(313) 794-2350 

OPEN SUNDAY 2-5 
DEEDED BOAT DOCKING on 
all sports Commerce Lake! First 
floor master bedroom. Finished 
walk-out level with stone fire-
place, bedroom, bath, office and 
outstanding wet bar with granite. 
Private back yard. Plan to see 
310 WOODCREEK CT. (N. of 
Oakley Park, W. of Commerce). 
$499,000. (W00310) 

m i H A N N E T T A V I L S O N 
mm & W H I T E H O U S E L * . 

(248) 646-6200 

REDFORD - Open Sun 1-5. 3 
bedroom, 2 bath brick ranch, 1.5 
car garage, new roof/windows. 
$119,500. 20510 Olympia, 8 
Mile/Beech. 313-541-0998 

REDFORD TWP 
New Construction. Open Sun., 
1-4pm. 3 bedroom, 2 bath, fire-
place, ceramic tile. $129,900. 
9986 Garfield (Plymouth & 
Beech Daly). (248) 437-7962 

ROYAL OAK - Open Sun. 12-5. 
3110 N. Alexander, S. ot 13 
Mile, E. of Rochester Rd. Attrac-
tive 3 bedroom brick bungalow, 
family room, 2 car garage, new 
kitchen, driveway & much more. 
Great home • great location. 

$179,900 - 810-291-0101 

ROYAL OAK - 3 bedrooms, 1.5 
baths. Near downtown. Updated 
kitchen & baths. Deck, base-
ment, much more... $164,900. 

Open Sun, 12-5. 
420 Fairgrove.{248) 543-3027. 

SALEM TWP.-OPEN SUN. 1-5 
Approx. 1500 sq.ft. brick ranch 
on 1+acre, 3 bedrooms, 2 bath, 
updated kitchen & bath. Hard-
wood floors, C/A, huge pole barn 
on slab for garage workshop. 
$249,900. Make an offer! 
McKEEVER REALTY, L.L.C. 

(734)632-9900 

SOUTH FIELD 
21355 DARTMOUTH 
OPEN SUNDAY 2-5 

Beautiful sub. 4 bedroom, 2.5 
bath colonial, finished base-
ment, new kitchen, 2 car 

rsge. $233,500. N. of 11 Mile, 
of Evergreen. Call AGENT 

(248) 646-8410 
RE/MAX in the Hills 

W. BLOOMFIELD - Open Sat-
Sun 1 -5. Very Traditional 4 bed-
room, '2V6 bath brick colonial. 
Hardwood floors, new cherry 
kitchen, finished basement, 
Move in Cond! 4897 Leesburg 
Dr., $349,500 (248)683-2316 

WEST BLOOMFIELD 
Open Sun., 12-4. 5191 S. Peb-
blecreek Rd. (E. of Middlebelt, 
N. of 14), Great family home in 
Franklin Valley. 4 bedroom, 2.5 
bath wing Colonial, 2310 sq.ft., 
2.5 car garage, new roof in '97, 
formal dining, family room/ 
natural fireplace, living room, 1st 
floor laundry, hardwood floors 
exposed & under carpet, finished 
basement w/wet bar, plenty of 
storage. Large beautiful lot. 
Friendiy, park Tike neighborhood. 
$269,900. (248) 865-9152 

WESTLAND CONDO 1 bed-
room 1st floor, Open Friday, Sat-
urday & Sunday 1-6. Move in 
cond. Completely updated & 
tastefully done, beautiful view of 
pond & fountain from the patio. 
Uaroens, Pool, tennis court & 
clubhouse, 7482 Woodvlew. 
$72,000. (734) 513-0883 

305 
BEVERLY HILLS - Birmingham 
schools. 3 bedroom ranch, 
updated kitchen, new addition 
(dining room), updated bath, fire-
place, c.a., hardwood floors, par-
tial basement, 1st fl. laundry, 
move-in cond. $209,000. 

(248) 647-2933 

BEVERLY HILLS by owner 3 
bedroom, 1.5 bath brick ranch, 
updated kitchen, windows, neu-
tral decor, 2 car garage, newly 
finished basement. $238,500. 
(248) 644 -6779 A g e n t s 
welcome. 

BIRMINGHAM -1025 sq.ft. brick 
ranch, full basement and 
garage. Pembroke Park, under 
$200,000. (248) 797-5348 

BEVERLY HILLS move-in per-
fect! Three bedroom 2V£ bath 
colonial with newer hardwood 
floors, new landscaping, finished 
rec room with drywall and 
carpet. Large deck. Private back 
yard. Birmingham schools. 
$239,000. (BIR162) 

mm HANNETTAVILSON 
S S l & W H I T E H O U S E S ^ 

(248) 646-6200 
BINGHAM FARMS - A truly 
unique, barn style home with a 
large, private yard. 4 bedrooms 
plus a loft/office, 2.5 baths, open 
floor plan affords you the possi-
bility to entertain on a grand 
scale or an intimate one. 
$749,900. 21031193FRQ. 

(248) 626-8700. 

BIRMINGHAM - Older charming 
home, walk to town. 2 bed-
rooms, 1.5 baths, large 
c r r p o n o r i n o r r h h r ink f i r e n l a o e 
in living room. In a very desir-
able neighborhood. $175,000. 
21024186RUF. 

C r a n b r o o k 

(248) 626-8700. 

2.5 ACRES IN THE CITY OF 
BLOOMFIELD HILLS 

5 bedrooms, 4.5 baths, nanny 
suite w/sitting room & bath, 
formal living room, dining room 
6 family room, sweeping stair-
case, original leaded & stained 
glass windows. A wonderful 
opportunity for renovation. 
$1,675,000. 21Q5763COU. 

C r a n b r o o k 

(248) 6 2 6 - 8 7 0 0 . 

BLOOMFIELD HILLS 
5 bedroom, 3V4 bath cape cod, 
1.3 acre lot, $640,000. 7443 Old 
Mill Rd (W of Lasher, N of 14 
Mile). 248-594-4082 

Wei! established small business & custom-built home on 
almost 2 acres. Strong income. Dog & cat boarding with 
grooming salon. Home is approx, 4000 sq. ft. and includes 
nanny/in-law apt, 4 bedrooms, 4 1/2 baths, fuil basement, 
guinite pool, plus more. Serious Inquires Only. $950,000 

For Sale By Owner 
2 4 8 - 8 7 9 - 0 4 2 0 

(N. of Territorial, W. of Ridge) 

PLYMOUTH CUSTOM BUILT HOME-Overlooking 
nature preserve on 54 acre. Professionally designed 
landscaping with gorgeous 2 tier deck and pavers. Four 
bedrooms, 2 % baths, formal living room & dining 
room. Spacious oak kitchen with island. Basement 
under entire house. 21055812-C $449,900 

A s k f o r K e r y m Y o u n g 

Snyder, K innly. 
Bfimnett. & Kf.ating. Inc. 

248 644-7000 
irv v&J..vur 
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WESTERN GOLF CLUB 
Brick ranch with 

finished walk out on half acre lot. 
Lots of updates & scenic views. 

Absolutely gorgeous!! 
$234,900 

DETROIT 
MOVE IN CONDITION! Ranch home 
features 2 bedrooms, updated bath, 

New roof, siding & steet entry doors. 
Freshly painted thru-out. 

* 
FARMINGTON HILLS 

3 bedroom, 2 bath brick ranch. Baths 
totally remodeled, hardwood floors, 
fireplace in family room, new roof, 

windows & furnace. 
$209,900 

DEARBORN HEIGHTS 
Large home, legal two family, 2 baths 

new windows, family room with 
fireplace. C/A, alarm system. 

$126,900 

LIVONIA 
Well kept ranch, over 1400 sq. ft.,.3 

bedrooms, 1.5 bath plus a fuil 
finished basement. Newer windows, 
bath, kitchen. Large stone fireplace, 

and doornai l in family room. 
$214,500 

WESTLAND 
Beautiful 1200 sq. ft. Westland ranch 

with Livonia Schools. Updates include' 

concrete, roof and much more. Fresh 
painted interior. All this for only 

$139,900 

REDFORD 
Neat 3 bedroom, 1.5 bath colonial, 
natural fireplace, cozy family room, 

f u l l finished basement with '/? bath, 2 
car garage plus 2 car carport, hot tub 
on upper deck. Immediate occupancy. 

$149,900 

©bseruer 
PUBLISHER S NOTICE 

It's All About Results9' 800-579-SELL (7355 

observer ccccntrtc.emm 

LIVONIA 
Beautiful 3 bedroom, 1.5 bath ranch. 
Totally updated, new roof, windows, 

ceramic flooring and iarge 
2.5 car garage with new roof, 

door, siding & opener. 
$174,900 

Ask About Exclusive Buyer Representatioh 

Century Plaza 
Corner Five Mile & Newburgh 

37290 Five Mile Road 
Livonia, Ml 48154 

(734) 432-7600 

* A M E R A 
M O R T G A G E C O R P O R A T I O N 

FREE Pre-Approvals 

" 0 D O W N " 
Call Today For More Information! 
P a g e r : 

^ (810) 595-6700 0 3 4 ) 4 6 2 - 2 7 7 1 

PAUL RICHER 
AYP/Branch Manager 

http://www.observer-eccentric.com
http://www.observer-eccentrlc.com



