Back to college: Becky
Culvert packs up for her
return this fall to Michi-
gan State University. The
Observer’s summer
interns — reporter Cara
Plowman and photogra-
pher Heather Sonntag —

- put together a package of

stories on dorm life ver-
sus commuting to college.
- Today’s story is on Page

Blind ambition: Window
blinds are seen in a new
light for home decor, as

- more and more styles, tex-

_ tures and colors are avail-
- able./C1

Talented: Marge Griep of

- Livonia is one of a hand-

- ful of Braillists who spe-

- cializes in tacticle draw-
ings, graphics and illus-
trations. She was recently
awarded the Governor’s
Service Award for her

efforts./CT
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BY CAROL MARSHALL
STAFF WRITER
cmarshall@oe. homecomm.net

Canton officials agree a third fire
station is needed in the still-growing
township. The more &ifﬁcult issue is
where to build it.

Planners:

Auto shop

must shift
gears

BY CAROL MARSHALL
.STAFF WRITER
cmarshall@oe.homecomm.net

A local business with a history of cre-
ating blight will play by new rules
ordered by the Canton Township Plan-
ning Commission.

The business, a transmission shop
that shares a site with the Auto Lab on
Canton Center Road, north of Ford,
will be required to park at the end of
the day all
vehicles left at
the business
overnight
inside.

The plan-
ning commis-
sion required

E The new
owner, Warren
Radgens, made
the request in
order to add a

guick oil the indoor
B parking as a

@E’ﬁﬁﬁg@ busi condition
ness to the attached to a
site. special land
use request

made by the

property’s new
owner, War-
ren Radgens.
Radgens made the request in order to
add a quick oil change business to the
site.
- Radgens bought the property a year
ago, and leases the transmission shop
to another business owner. Prior to
Radgens’ purchase of the building and
the Auto Lab, the commission had
required no cars be parked behind the
building in the lot that abuts Sunflow-
er Subdivision 11.
Radgens has had some success in

- ordering his tenant to move the cars at

the end of the day, but commmissioners

said the alternative has become nearly

as unsightly as the original problem.
“There were 38 cars parked in that

Please see AUTO SHOP, A5

BY CARUL MAKSHALL
STAFF WRITER
cmarshali@oe.homecomm.net

Rumor has it part of unpaved Maben
Road is not where it’s supposed to be.
It’s 30 feet too far north, but it’s been
left that way because that’s where the
horses pounded the trail into a road.

Dozens of residents along Maben -

~,.M@Tantun MDbse

Your hometown newspaper serving Canton for 27 years

Canton, Michlgan

ar1s are underway for the township’s third
Hire station. Township trustees spent the bet-
ter part of a study session Tuesday focusing
on exactly where the $1 million station will be

“Based on present needs, the station
should be built in the southeast portion
of the township,” near Michigan
Avenue and Haggerty Road, Canton
Public Safety Director John Santomau-
ro said Tuesday during a township
board study session.

ruel

ire station location debated

“Based on future needs, it is recom-
mended the third station should be
placed in the western corridor,” at Ford
and Ridge roads.

“The sheer statistical data supports
the need for a fire station at the south-

. east portion of the township,” San-

tomauro said in an interview after the
session. “But then there is no guestion
there will be a need for a station on the
west end in the future.”

Please see FIRE STATION, A4
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Mail cali: Clarence Hicks makes the rounds on a summer day. Hicks is on a first-name basis
with many of the residents along his Canton postal route.

STAFF PHOTO BY PAUL HURSCHMANN

BY CAROL MARSHALL
STAFF WRITER
cmarshall@oe homecomm.net

Clarence Hicks prayed for the job
at the U.S. Postal Service. With
three young children and a wife at
home, he needed job security and
good health insurance. Sixteen years
later, he’s still delivering mail in
Canton, and his customers couldn’t
be happier.

Gloria Chruscial of Canton is so
pleased with Hick’s brand of person-

Mail carrier Clarence Hicks
has customers smiling

. al service she
" contacted the
Observer to
nominate this
Everyday Hero.
“He’s always
so pleasant, and
always on time,”
Chruscial said
of Hicks. “He’s
always gracious
and tells you to have a blessed day.
When your kids graduate, or get

EVERYDAY

married, he always asks how every-
thing went.”

Hicks doesn’t just deliver the
birthday cards to the people on his
route, he wishes them a happy
birthday, said Chruscial.

“He’s never too busy to stop and
chat,” she gaid.

Even during his interview with
the newspaper, Hicks’ customers
stopped to say a warm hello and.
shake his hand.

P_l'ease'see HERO, A3

who want o kKeep their livtie piece of
country road intact — pleaded with the
Canton Township Planning Commis-
sion Monday, opposing a change to the
township’s future land use map. The
proposed change would have allowed
twice as many houses to be built in
their neighborhood.

To the cheers of the residents, the

STAFF PEOTO BY PAUL HURSCEMANN

New digs: Fifth-grader Emily Bazr 9%, talks with principal
Cheryl Clason in the media center at the new Dodson Elementary

on Beck Road in Canton Monday.

comunissioners voted to ieave e map
the way it is.

The request proposed by Mirage
Development asked to change 16 acres
of the township’s future land use on
Maben Road between Canton Center
and Beck from very low density — one
house per acre — to low density, which
would allow up to two houses per acre.

‘Maben Road residents win on housing density

A eniange Lo the Lulure 1204 use map is,
a precursor to a zoning change. :

“Bssentially what this comes down to
is how we believe Maben Road has:
developed and will develop in the
future,” said Canton attorney Bryan’
Amann, representing Mirage Develop-

Ploase see MABEN ROAD, A5

District’s newest school
ready to answer bell

DODSON ELEMENTARY

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER
tbruscato@oe. homecomm.net

While the first day of classes is gen-
erally an exciting day for students in
the Plymouth-Canton school district, it
will be extra special for the more than
600 students and teachers at George
Dodson Elementary.

The $9.5 million school at Cherry
Hill and Beck roads opens Monday
after being delayed several years
because of a lawsuit which held up the
bond money authorized by voters in
1997. However, that hasn’t dampened

the spirits of anyone assoclated Wlth
the school.

“It’s off the charts in terms of excite-
ment;,” admitted Principal Cheryi Cla-.
son, who has spent 16 years as a school
administrator. “I consider it an honor
to be here as principal. It’s a dream ’
come true.”

Clason said it was tough to leave
Smith Elementary after 10 years,
where she became a fabric of the
school’s community. But when the
opportunity came to take the reigns at
Dodson, it was a chance for new hori-

Please see DODSON, A3
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A Canton man did his good for
the day Tuesday when he turned
in a wallet, with cash and credit
cards still inside.

The man found a fanny pack
lying on the shoulder along
Michigan Avenue near Canton
Center Road. He brought it to
the Canton Police Department
later in the day.

The pack belonged to an Ypsi-
lanti woman, and it contained
more than $130 in cash, three
credit cards and her check book.

False accusatlon
A Canton man who claimed

his former employer stole his’

truck fingered the wrong man.
The 34-year-old man said he
stopped at the Marathon at
41479 Michigan Ave. last week
to fill up. When he went into the

S h'.mi?x-‘mw’wtﬁw'vf_wv

¢

COP CALLS

_station to pay for the gas, he

gaid he saw someone drive away
in his GMC pickup.

He ran from the store in time
to see the driver, who he said
looked at him and smiled.

The victim told police he
thought the man was his former
employer.

The victim said he had quit his

. job months age, but last month

he and his former employer ran
into each other, and he said his
old boss was hostile toward him,

When Canton police inter-
viewed the former employer,
they got quite a different story.
The former employer said the
man had -worked for him twice,

woman finds
aritan here

- .but he had fired him both times’

for alleged drug abuse problems.

The man told police he had
been with his wife and his young
children the evening of the theft,

and the family had been visiting

with neighbors most of the after-
noon. The former employer is no
longer a suspect in the alleged
theft. ‘

Hot furnace

A Pontiac heating and cooling
contractor reported someone
stole a $1,400 furnace from a
work site.

He said he had two furnaces
delivered to the site, which is
under construction and was not
secured.

When he arrived at work Iast
Monday, one of the furnaces was
missing.

Marquis stages Pooh Visits Storyland

The Marquis Theatre in
Northville is running the live
stage musical Pooh Visits Story-
land through Sept. 16.

Pooh Visits Storyland tells the
charming story of a cuddly,
whimsical bear named Pooh,
who becomes lost looking for his
pot of honey. In search of his
favorite treat, Pooh gets mysteri-

® v
ously swept far away from home
in a windstorm and ends up in
Storyland!

Audiences of all ages will enjoy
a revised version of this musical,
as additional stories and charac-
ters come to life for their enjoy-
ment.

Performance dates and times

are 10:30 a.m. Tuesday-Friday;'

2:30 p.m. Saturdays; and 2: 30
p.m. Sundays.

Please no children under 3
years old.

For more information, call The
Marquis Theatre located at 135
E. Main Street in downtown
Northville at (248) 349-8110.

- We're Celebratmq Our 2 st Anniversary,

add !Z ou Get The Gift...

We Accept

Expires 8-31-01

Sze-Chuan’s Fine Chinese Cuisine

Dine-in or Carry-out

45188 Ford Road (across from Meijer) e Canton  736-459-3960
operi Mon.-Thurs. 11:30 am-9:30 pm; Fri. 11:30 am-11:00 pm; Sat. Noon-11:00 pm; Sun. Noon-10:00 pm;

CANTON CONNECTION

Library tours

The Canton Public Library is offering tours of

its newly expanded facility at 7 p.m. on the last
Thursday of every month.

The next tour is scheduled for Aug. 30,

The tours are designed to help patrons navi-
gate the building and to ensure they are aware
of all materials and programs available at the
53,000-square-foot library.

Participants are asked to check in at the reg-
istration desk at the time of the tour.

New PSSO

Canton’s newest Public Safety Service Officer
is Dan Lalka.

Lalka, 26, started the civilian job last month
bringing the total number of Canton PSSOs to
15. Public Safety Service Officers handle calls
from the public, dlspatchmg duties and the
processing of prisoners.

Lalka previously served in the Air Force as a
law enforcement patrol superv1sor at erght-
Patterson Air Force Base in Ohio.

Voices of democracy

Brothers Kevin and Steven Kardel of Canton
took first and second place, respectively, in the
Voice of Democracy patriotic audio essay com-

petition sponsored by the Veterans of Foreign

Wars and its Ladies Auxiliary Post 6695.
Kevin advanced to the district level and took
second place in District 4, winning a $1,000

savings bond.
Kevin and Steven are the sons of Daniel and
Laura Kardel of Canton.

'Accepted A

Canton Resident Paul Rambo is spendmg the
summer at the Massanutten Mlhtary Academy
in Woodstock, Va.

Rambo is a 10th-grader at the co-ed prep
school,

Receives award )
Emily Martin of Canton was named an All-

American Scholar by the United States
- Achievement Academy. :
Martin, a student at Salem High School, was

recognized for her grade point average of 3.3 or

“higher.

She is the daughter of Randy and Michele
Martin of Canton.

Institute participant
Christina Munoz of Canton was among the
Michigan High School students taking part in
the Summer Institute for the Arts at Madonna
University in"Livonia.
The two-week program offered intensive lab

and field experiences, discussions, research and

other opportunities with some of Michigan’s top
artists, teachers, researchers and business and
industry professionals.

Crimboli Nursery
- Canton's Oldest Nensery

EXPANDING-

Look for the large yellow signs
SHADE TREES * FLOWERING TREES

2 4

Commg Soon......... 5 1 1’ Blue Spruc 4

Crlmboh Nursery

Redeuced!

50145 Ford Road (south side) ® Canton ¢ 734-495-1700
2.3 Miles West of Canton Center

/ Sleep Better Tomgt\

Save Now On Our GLOSE-OUT Selection of
Sealy Posturepedic® Olympic Collection/Stearns & Foster® Bedding

e loo

helping
new customers!

Welcome McAuley Pharmacy
Customers

We Fill Prescr
“Gun The 3/1(;&‘

We will be happy to transfer
your prescription from any
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Sealy

The Millennium Staff (left to r‘lght)
red R.Ph, (formerlyof Beyer Drugs -

n Arbor Rd.
arole (20 years service at Beyers)
teve R.Ph. {new kid on the block)

Frirm. Twin
cach prece

‘.

[ T T

pharmacy . e |
¢ Call in your prescription refills Eii}whfzgnz;e Posturepedlc ............ - $§1999 Eain :
Z4 hours a da)'4 Qpeen S ueueereesrserreserenensresssessercasessseesssnsssessosesssanscrermeerens P49 . '
¢ Free Delivery (limited area) KNG Seliuurenirrrirsiiniisssisesssesmesissssesisssssssensssssssnssssrensinsess $999
* Free Vitamins or Aspirin Sealy Silver Posturepedic®.................5299 g8 ] ™
with new or transferred prescription Full Each PECE...vcvuarrimmansisssnsssansssssrsones S vormrmssnerrrernes $319
¢ Medical/Convalescent QUEEM SEE.cvvirecnvsesmsrsssssssmssssssns s ss $699
Equ'ipment Rentals King Set....... $799 -
Sealy Gold Posturepedic® Plllow Top 5449 TV 2
Full Each Piece. ..., vt ... $479 e
QUEELL SEL.e.vvcrereierrersaserrsensesmsienssssasssssrsssorsisersscssinns eveneens $999 e
King Set.... rrteibeetteseiaraesebsroResrereebesenbasnetias roerennee. $1009 11 - o

You Deserve a Stearns & Foster™ .
Luxury and comfort, Handcrafted construction. Attention ‘
to detail. And the world’s finest materials. These have been

* We Are Your Factory-Trained Specialists

. FREE Deltvecy, Set-Up & Removal the hallmarks of Stearns & Foster® since 1846 — hallmarks o 4
Of Old Bedding we invite you to experience today. .
* FREE Bedframe With Purchase Of A T
Inside Beyer Drug Store  Sealy Posturpedic® Or
Steams & Foster® Mattress Set. =

At Main & Mill Street ® Plymouth
(734) 451-5009
M-F 9:30-6:30 Sat 10-4

’4,00 OFF

'ANY PRESCRIPTION

Since 1933

Walker/Buzenbery ||
- fine furniture

240 N. Main Street ®* PLYMOUTH e (734) 459-1300
Mon., Thurs., Fri. 10-9 e Tues., Wed., Sat, 10-6

*With credit approval *#See store for details Hutty, offer ends soon!

Visit us @ www.walkerbuzenberg.com

Any new or transfered prescription

Expires Dec.31, 2001
--nu-—————nﬂn_

L--

L1062802
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DOdson from page Al

ZOons.

“Opening a new school is
something very few principals
get to do,” she said. “I was able
to choose a staff and be in on the
decisions to help this school
become people and kid friendly.
It’s a real opportunity to make a
mark on a school.”

When students begin classes
at 8:50 a.m. Monday morning,
Clason promises Dodson will be
prepared, much like any other
school in the district.

“The classrooms are all set up
and ready to go,” she satd. “I
will have two assemblies to wel-
come the children and introduce
them to the staff. Then all the
classes will take a tour of the
building.”

While the interior of Dodson
Elementary is expected to be fin-
ished, the bus turnaround and
landscaping won’t be completed.
In fact, while half the students
are walkers, they will be tem-
porarily bused to school until the

K Open house is 7 p.m.
Wednesday and a dedi-
cation ceremony for
Dodson Elementary is 6
p.m. Oct. 23.

school grounds, area sidewalks
and construction at Beck and
Chery Hill roads are completed.

As the first day nears, Carol
Greene was one of many teach-
ers who showed up earlier than
the Thursday back-to-work day
to decorate before classes begin.
Greene, who taught at Smith for
16 years, is as excited as the
kids about the first day of class-
es.

“It’s nice to have new stu-
dents, a new school community
and new colleagues. It's sort of
like a renewal,” said Greene,
who has already taken steps to
greet her first-graders. “I sent a

Hel’o from page Al

letter to students, telling them
of my Web site so they can get to
know about me, my family and
my cats before they get here,
which will help their comfort
level”

Cindy Miller, a volunteer par-
ent, has two daughters, Sammi
and Rikki, who will be attending
second and first grades at Dod-
son.

“They’re like kids in a candy
store. They can’t wait to get in
and see everything, and meet
their new teachers,” she said. “I
like it because they won’t have
the 40-minute bus ride to Huls-
ing. Many of the kids are from
the neighborhood, and I think
seeing familiar faces will help
many of them feel at home.”

Open house is scheduled for
next Wednesday, Aug. 29, at 7
p.m. The dedication ceremony
for Dodson Elementary is Tues-
day, Oct. 23, at 6 p.m.

“Hey, Clarence!” said one man
who dropped by the Post Office.
As he greeted Hicks like an old
friend, the man announced he is
the “best mail carrier around.”

“He just moved not to long
ago,” Hicks said after the man's
departure. “It's good to see him
doing so well. He was on my
prayer list for months when he
was 'sick. He was just about
ready to give up, but I told him
not to, and prayed for him every
day. Now he can do everything.”

It’s the customer contact Hicks
likes best about his job. Theyre
enough to keep him working,
even though he’ll be eligible to
retire after this year.

“I’'m really thinking about it,
but I'd miss the people,” he said.

The job has been a blessing for
Hicks, and in the hottest and
coldest weather, driving rain,
and even in the midst of angry
bees and inhospitable dogs, he’s
remained thankful for his
career.

“I've had my good moments

H ‘My main goal is to
please my customers.’

—Clarence Hicks

and my bad, but mostly it’s good.
I think it’s the people on my
route that make it worthwhile,”
Hicks said. “I laughed with a lot
and cried with a lot. I've prayed
with them, and prayed for them.
I've watched kids grow up and
move away and have kids of
their own.”

It’s all about making his cus-
tomers happy.

“My main goal is to please my
customers,” he said. “I do it all,
take boxes to the door, every-
thing. T'll even run the mail by
foot when the snow gets too deep
for me to drive the route.”

For his trouble, Hicks not only
earns his customers’ apprecia-
tion, he also becomes a friend.
He’s invited to their weddings

and graduation parties. Chil-
dren draw him pictures and
leave them in the mail box. He
becomes a strong shoulder to
lean upon when there’s a death
or sickness in the family.

“People ask me all the time if I
will pray for them.,” Hicks said.
“I'm not a religious man. I'm just
a Christian. And when the Lord
puts it in your heart to be good,
you're just nice to others. You
can’t help it.”

Hicks said he doesn’t do the
job alone. He credits the U.S.
Postal Service and his coworkers
for much of his customer-con-
scious attitude.

“I've always thought the postal
service is the greatest organiza-
tion there is. Serving the public
is important, and we have great
management. We're like a fami-
157)7,

Nominate an Observer Every-
day Hero by calling (734) 459-
2700 or e-mail at:
tschneider@oe . homecomm.net

Park Players take the stage this weekend

Cast members from the Plymouth Canton Park Players rehearse a scene from
“Marvin’s Room,” Tuesday in the Salem High School Auditorium. Kristina
Bahrou as Lee, from left, Andrea Kirk as Bessie, Ryan Welsh as Hank and
Jerry Reid as Charlie. In the background are Valerie Akers as Aunt Ruth and
Kyle Zink as Marvin. The play is a story of family dysfunction and illness cen-
tered on two estranged sisters who come together when one is diagnosed with
Leukemia. Performances are Friday and Saturday at 8 p.m. Tickets are $3 and
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Did yvou know?

@ The Children’s Library has
three different globes to look at?
A topographical one of the world,
one of the stars/constellations,
and one of the moon.

# The Canton Garden Club
has helped us beautify the
library’s two courtyards with
weeding and planting of new
flowers?

B Children in grades 3-6 can
get tips on searching databases
and the library catalog to help
find information for homework
assignments?

B Registration for teens who
need volunteer hours for Close-
Up or other school/church
requirements begins Sept. 1.
Call Stefanie for more details at
(734) 397-0999.

Web watch

Check out these new Web

sites:
B www.barbecuenews.com
B wwwearlycinema.com
B www.gemini.edu
B www.repairclinic.com
B www historywired.si.edu

Q&A

Q: Who invented the Frisbee?

A: The popular Frisbee flying
disc is rooted in high-jinks at
Yale University. After students
finished eating pies from a locali
bakery called Frisbie’s, they
began tossing around the empty
saucer-shaped pie tins. A Cali-
fornia carpenter invented a plas-
tic variation and called it the
Pluto Platter. Wham-O, then
known for the Hula Hoop,
bought the rights and renamed
it.

Source: Toy Manufacturers of
America

For Children

B Dangling by Lillian Eige

B The Disappearing Island by
Corinne Demas

B The Yellow Train by Fred
Bernard

B Clairce Bean, Guess Who's
Babysitting? by Lauren Child

B The Child’s Story - adapted
from the story by Charles Dick-
ens

For Teens

B The Girl’s Guide To Guys by
Julie Taylor

B Chocolate For A Teen’s
Heart by Kay Allenbaugh

B/ The Starving Student’s Veg-
etarian Cookbook by Dede Hall

B The Complete Idiot’s Guide
To Journaling by Joan R.
Neubauer

Hot Topic of the Week

B Michigan State Fair - Aug.
21-Sept. 3! The Michigan State
Fair is the oldest state fair in the
country and the second largest
paid admission cvent in the
states. More than 500,000 peo-
ple of all ages are expected to
attend this year’s fair. Features
include livestock shows, commu-
nity arts, agricultural exhibits,
concerts and great rides - not to
mention the FOOD! No summer
is complete without a visit to the
Michigan State Fair.

@ the Canton Library is com-
piled by Laura Dorogi of the
library staff. The library is at
1200 8. Canton Center. For more
information about library pro-
grams and services, call (734)
397-09989.

Lucky ducks take the prize(s)

Af

Derby day:
Spectators
and a giant
duck watch
the annual
Duck Derby at
Canton’s Her-
itage Park
Saturday. At
right, specta-
tors line the
course. The
township went
with a new
format this
year, building
a wooden
course for the
rubber duck-
ies rather
than using the
park pond,
where a lack
of current
made for a
rather slow

o .
Fedee
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Save up to 2 0% off Heslop’s everyday low prices on most giftware, dinnerware, stemware, and flatware.
Choose from among such famous names as Atlantis, Block, Cristal J.G. Durand, Fitz and Floyd, Lenox,
Gorbam, Mikasa, Noritake, Nikko, Spode, Oneida, Portmeirion, Reed & Barton, Towle, Royal Doulton,

Royal Worcester, Pickard, Dansk, Villeroy & Boch. and Rosenthal.

Metro Detroit:
Dearborn Heights,

The Heights (313) 274-
8200 {Ford Rd. between Inkster
and Beech Daly}

Livonia, Merri-Five Plaza
(734) 522-1850 (On corner of

Five Mile and Merriman)

Novi, Novi Town Center
(248) 349-8090

Auburn Hills, Walton Village, New Location!

(248) 375-0823 (Walton Rd west of Squirrel.)

St. Clair Shores (810) 778-6142
21429 Mack Ave. (North of Eight Mile Rd.)

Sterling Heights, Eastlake Commons

(810) 247-8111 (On comer of Hall Rd. and Hayes Rd.)

Troy, Oakland Mall (248) 589-1433

West Bloomfield, Orchard Mall
(248) 737-8080 (Orchard Lake and 13 Milel

Visit us at our Web site: www.heslops.com
Sale does not include sterling silver flatware or clearance merchandise. Normal exclusions apply. Please ask a salesperson for details.

Qutstate:

Ann Arbor, The Colonnade
(734) 761-1002 {On Eisenhower
Plewy, west of Briarwood Mall)

Grand Rapids,

Breton Village Mall
(616) 957-2145

(Breton Rd. and Burton Rd.)

Okemos, Meridian Mall
{517) 349-4008

PRE1063938]
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Tribute to stateswoman
Griffiths set for Friday

s
2
s
i

Martha Griffiths Day is being
celebrated Friday with a noon
free program honoring Michi-
gan’s legendary former Congress-
woman, now 89,

The site is the Detroit Histori-
cal Museum, 5401 Woodward in
Detroit.

Dorothy Ferrell of the Wash-
ington, D.C., area, former mem-
ber of Griffiths’ Washington con-
gressional staff, will be among
those sharing their memories of
Griffiths. Ferrell was recently
National Woman’s Party presi-
dent,

The American Association of
University Women of Michigan,
Detroit AAUW (founded in 1889)

and the Michigan Women’s Hall
of Fame are co-sponsors of
Martha Griffiths Day, a Detroit
Tricentennial Partner Program.
Docent guided tours of the muse-
um will follow the event.

Among others sharing memo-
ries will be Gladys Beckwith of
Lansing, founder and executive
director of the Michigan Women’s
Historical Center and Hall of
Fame and of the Michigan
Women’s Studies Association.

Griffiths was the first woman
elected Michigan’s lieutenant
governor, first woman elected as
a Detroit Recorder’s Court judge
and a 1940s member of the state
legislature.

‘uro Star Gymnastic OPEN HOUSE
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level one to elite » hirthday parties, field trips & much more...
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Tania Gueorguiev » Safety Certified » Over 15 years experience
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Fi re Station from page Al

Numbers crunch

The recommendations were
based on statistics — the number
of calls for service, type of call,
response time and demographics,
in each square mile of Canton.

One of the department’s goals
is to respond to fires and medical

~calls in six minutes or less. On

average, calls are answered in
fewer than six minutes in all
areas except the western, south-
western and southeast portions of
the township. ’

The highest volume of calls
comes from the northeast quad-
rant of the township, and the
Michigan Avenue/I-275 area.
About 75 percent of the fire
department’s calls are for medi-
cal service and traffic accidents.

Volume of calls and response
times are the public safety
department’s issue, but elected
officials mus} also consider

.expense, said Santomauro.

“That’s a political decision
they've got to make. It’s not a fac-
tor we look at,” he said. “We also
can’t say we’re going to service
residents better than non-resi-
dents.”

The new station will cost just
over $1 million to build, but the

longterm expenses add up quick-
ly. Just one truck costs $360,000,
and the station must be outfitted
with about $500,000 in equip-
ment. Additionally, it must be

staffed with 12 fire fighters aver- .

aging $60,000 in salaries and

,benefits, Santomauro said.

The township’s financial com-
mitment stretches even farther
down the road, said Trustee
Melissa McLaughlin.

“While our firefighters are
great, and work hard, and are on
average pretty young, this is a
young person’s job and people just
can’t run up and down ladders
past middle age,” she said.

For that reason, firefighters
often retire when they’re in their
50s, and the township carries a
financial responsibility for their
benefits, as well as for their chil-

dren and spouse, McLaughlin’

said.

“We have to look at these long-
term expenses before we build
another station and hire 12 more
people,” she said. “We have to
look at postponing the inevitabili-
ty of building a fourth station. We
may never have to build one.”

Now and later
The township has operated two

. fire stations since 1976, Other

communities similar to Canton in

size and population have four or

five. .
While Santomauro made it

"clear the immediate need is for

the station to be built in south-

east Canton, board members pon-

dered the western site. :
“The future is not-that far

away,” Township Supervisor Tom

Yack noted. Currently, there are

_nearly 2,000 residences in the
works for Cherry Hill Village, and

more than 1,500 more in other
areas surrounding the village.
“The houses will be there before

.the fire station,” said Treasurer

Elaine Kirchgatter.

According to David Stollman of

Biltmore Properties, the residen-
tial portion of Cherry Hill Village

will be completed in nine years.

The fire station will be built in
2002. ‘

There are financial pitfalls to
building the western station pre-
maturely. ,

“If it was up to me I would have
waited five years longer to build
the second fire station,” said Fire
Chief Michael Rorabacher at the

study session. “When you're too
proactive with the fire stations,
you can end up in a situation
whszre you don’t have a lot going
on.”
He said the staffing expense of
an inactive station burdens the
rest of the department.

“If we put the third station at
the southeast, we would cover
more of the population, but if we
put it at the northwest, we would
cover more area, but less popula-
tion,” said Rorabacher.

According to calculations that
combine the number of calls,
types of roads and distance, the
southeast location would provide
for six-minute responses in all
but the far west and southwest

‘portion of the township. The

western location would mean all
calls but those in the southeast
and southwest would be
answered in six minutes.

“The decision the board has to
make is whether the over-six-
minute response times in the
southeast part of the township are
acceptable. If they are, they can
build the station for future needs,”
Santomauro said. Michigan
Avenue and I-275 is what it is. It’s
not going to get any worse, and it’s
not going to get any better.”
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- parking lot when I drove by

there tonight,” said commission-

" er Ron Lieberman. “They were

triple parked along there.” He

- said the sight is unsavory when
"viewed from Canton Center

yoeo-

.

Road. , .
Plans for the special land use
were submitted two years ago,

. and at the time, promises were
" made by the business owners to
keep the property tidy. The spe- -

cial land use application expired
this summer, so the plans were
once again up for negotiation
and discussion.

During the last two years, the
transmission shop moved into
the building, replacing a former
business that specialized in

-~ installing car alarms and

" phones. Community Planner
_ Jeff Goulet noted that business

did not require much overnight
parking because services were

. usually performed in one day.

When the transmission shop

moved in, the commission felt

4

*

the ?usiness was not appropri-
ate for the site’s zoning. The
business owner approached the
zoning board of appeals, which
ruled the zoning would permit a
transmission repair shop, said
Goulet. He added the board
asked about overnight parking,
but did not prohibit it.

“Why do we have 38 cars that
are in some phase of repair?”
asked commissioner Bob Wade.
“If it wasn’t acceptable two
years ago, what makes it accept-
able tonight?”

Since the plans were original-
ly approved, the commission has
beefed up landscaping require-
ments to their list of prerequi-
sites for new business site plans.
The revised plans included
improvements, including heav-
ier landscaping to shroud the
business from the nearby resi-
dents. It also included additional
parking spaces, which Radgens
explained are not for the oil
change business as much as for
the transmission shop.

“I have had an ongoing dis-
agreement with that tenant,”
said Radgens. “In an oil-change
business you have to have clean
look.”

He reported he has on several
occasions called township ordi-
nance officers to address the
transmission shop and the cars
on the overflowing parking lot.
Early next month, he and the
tenant will appear in court to
work out a non-payment of rent
issue, and Radgens said he
hopes at that time he’ll be able
to evict the tenant, who is one
year into a ﬁve~year lease.

Commissioners agreed the
additional parking spaces are
not at the crux of the overnight,

Ballet auditions

The Plymouth-Canton Ballet
Company holds open auditions
for dancers Sunday at Joanne’s
Dance Extension, 9282 General
Drive, Suite 180-190, Plymouth.

The company will perform The
Nutcracker Dec. 8-9.

Audition classes will be held
for dancers 7-9 years old from
noon to 1 p.m.; for dancers 10-12
years old from 1 to 2 p.m.; and
for dancers 138 and older from

~2:30 to 4 p.m. Dancers should

. bring pointe shoes.

y

PR

>

. All girls must wear black leo-
tard and pink tights. Hair should

. be up (no ponytails). Boys must

wear appropnate dance attire
wnu uaueu SIIUCS‘ uanceia are
required to submit resume and
photo. There will be a $5 audi-
tion fee.

Male dancers are needed, and
scholarships are available.
- For more mformatlon, call
(734) 692-8540.

" THINKIN B

RATURE
*LIYONIA )

Berkley (248)513-311S
* M.Sat 10-5:30 Fri 10-8

Maben Road ..

crowded parking issue.

“I’'m thinking this is an ordi-
nance issue,” said commissioner
Sue Dodson.

Goulet said the township’s
blight ordinance addresses only
vehicles which are inoperable, a
condition which is hard to prove
at a repair shop.

“If there were no overnight
parking, that would be a heck of
a lot easier to enforce,” Wade
said. “Ten o’clock at night, you
ticket everything out there.”

The commission approved
unanimously the special land
use request, with the condition
of no outdoor overnight parking.

hood, and often.
“Courtesy

ment. He pointed out immedi-
ately to the north of the parcel,
there are four different zoning
and uses, and such an amend-
ment would provide a transi-
tion to the more rural proper~
ties.

“We don’t really see it that
way,” said Maben Road resi-
dent Michael Richter. “Traffic
patterns on Maben Road would
be such that this particular
dirt road couldn’t handle that.”

He said because Maben Road
is a dirt road, traffic is already
less structured in his neighbor-

and courtesy
whether we get ¢
Further he
County is inat
plowing, and h
with the lack o
road receives
time. According
additional traffi
bate the problem
After several.
dents voiced
about the propo:
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joint replacement and reconstruction,
Jur surgeons are supported by an
through every step of the process,
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ersonalized approach when caring

1e Jevel of customized care you expect

as a custodian for the San Juan
Unified School District in Sacra-
mento for 13 years.

Survivors include sons, Antho-
ny W. of El Dorado, Lawrence A.
of Sacramento, Andrew J. of
Newport, Wash.; daughter, Glo-
ria Stiklemeyer of Spokane,
Wash.; brothers, Walter Bartel,
Arthur Bartel, Dave Bartel, Rick
Bartel and Barney Bartel of
Michigan; sister, Tina Bartel of
Michigan; 13 grandchildren; and
six great-grandchildren.

Memorial contributions may
be made to Snowline Hospice,
7563 Green Valley Road, Plac-
erville, CA 95667.

RAYMOND N. KREUCHER, SR.
Services
for Ray-
mond
Kreucher,
83 of Can-
ton were
held Aug.
23 at St.
John Neu-
mann
Catholic
Church
with the Rev. Andrew Webster
officiating. Burial was at White
Chapel Cemetery in Troy.

Mr. Kreucher

Michigan Ave.

L1084762

The/ Oakwood
Annapolis Hospital

Look what we can do for you.

Mr. Kreucher was born July
26, 1918, in Detroit and died
Aug. 20 in Dearborn. He was a
graduate of Lawrence Techno-
logical University in Southfield,
receiving his degree in mechani-
cal engineering. He was
employed by the Army Tank
Automotive Command in War-
red, from which he retired, and
then with the City of Troy as
assistant to the city manager,
until retirement. He and his
wife, Janet, moved from Fern-
dale to Troy where they raised
their family. After retirement
they relocated to Canton. He
was a member of St. John Neu-
mann Catholic Church. He was
a beloved husband, loving father,
dearest grandpa, great-grandpa
and loving brother.

Mr. Kreucher was preceded in
death by his daughter, Mary '
Lynne.

Survivors include his wife of
59 years, Janet Kreucher of Can-
ton; daughter, Judy (Jerry)
Pfeifer of Livonia; daughter,
Sandra (Steve) Freriks of
Austin, Texas; daughter, Karen
(Bob) Johnson of Canton; and
son, Nick (Karen) Kreucher Jr.
of Sterling Heights; brother,
Louis Kreucher of Wyandotte; 20

grandchildren; and 15 great-
grandchildren.

Memorial contributions may
be made to Lawrence Technolog-
ical University in Southfield.

Arrangements were made by -
Neely-Turowski Funeral Home.

GEORGE BOLTRICK

Services for George Boltrick,
86, of Plymouth were held Aug.
22 at the Schrader-Howell
Funeral Home with the Rev.
John Sullivan officiating. -

Mr. Boltrick was born July 25,
1915, in Highland Park and died
Aug. 19 in Howell, He was a
bartender and owner of Breeze
Inn in Canton from 1948-1968,
He moved to Plymouth Town- -
ship from Canton in 1969. He
was a member of Our Lady of
Good Counsel Catholic Church
in Plymouth. He wds a member
of the Plymouth Elks Lodge No.
1780 and the Mayflower Lt.
Gamble Post No. 6696 in Ply-
mouth. He served in the U.S,
Marines during World War II.
He loved to golf, bowl and play
gin rummy.

He was preceded in death by
his wife of 50 years, Helen.

Survivors include his son, Fred
{Kathleen Case) Boltrick of

Pinckney; grandchildren, .
Stephanie Nicole Boltrick of
Brighton, Victoria Lynn Boltrick -
of Brighton, Rachel (Jason) ;
Antaya of Ontario, Rebecca Case
of Pinckney, Karla Case of
Pinckney, and Ryan Case of
Pinckney; and brother, Walter
“Shorty” (Alice) Boltrick of Dear-
born.

Arrangements were made by
Schrader-Howell Funeral Home.

PHYLLIS J. JEFFREY .
Services for Phyllis Jeffrey, 70,

" of Dearborn were held Aug. 21 at

L.J. Griffin Funeral Home in
Canton with the Rev. Drex Mor-
ton officiating.

Ms. Jeffrey was born July 14,
1931, in Detroit and died Aug.
18 in Dearborn. She worked for
a manufacturing company.

Survivors include nephew,
Otto J. (Carlita) Weinburger;
niece, Deborah R. (Corey) Moore;
two great-nephews; and one
great-niece.

Memorial contributions may
be made to the Diabetes Associa-
tion.

Arrangements were made by
L.J. Griffin Funeral Home.
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BACK TO COLLEGE

Editor’s note: This is the first in a
two-part look at the back-to-college
scene, comparing dorm residents with
commauter students. Sunday, read
about those who live at home during
college.

BY CARA PLOWMAN
STAFF WRITER

When Becky Culvert and her best
friend since second grade, Andrea
Cray, decided to move into a dorm at
Michigan State University, they
knew little about what was in store.

Culvert, who lives in Farmington
Hills, starts her junior year in the
education program at MSU this
month, Cray, also a junior, is study-
ing criminal justice. Even though the
two Farmington High School gradu-
ates won't be living in the dorms this year,
Culvert looks back on the past two years of
college fondly.

Cramped quarters

Dorm life can make or break a college
student. On one hand, it’s a ready-made
mix of potential friends. On the other
hand, the distractions and opportunities to
party can make studying impossible.

“My freshman year I spent most of my
time in the dorms, because (all my friends)
lived in the dorms,” Culvert, 20, said.

“I really don’t know how I did well in
school my freshman year because all I did
was hang out.”

As best friends and roommates, Culvert
and Cray, 20, chose to live in a dorm away
from schoo!l friends, to force themselves to
meet new people.

The large group of friends she made dur-
ing the first weeks of school were in Shaw
Hall, a coed dorm in the middle of campus.
That’s also where she met her boyfriend,
Dave Meyn, a senior majoring in supply
chain management and Spanish.

Looking through a large book of photos
that record memories the group has
shared, Culvert smiles ear to ear and
sughs at each new page, eager to explain
wiiy her friends act so goofy.

Living in the dorms wasn’t always fun.
“We lived in a closet. It should have been a
one-person room. I don’t know why they
put two of us in there,” Culvert said.

Even after a cramped freshman year, the
roommates wanted to try their luck again
and moved back in the next year.

“Andrea and I chose to live in the dorms
for two years so we could meet more peoc-
ple. By the end of the two years, though, I
was like, ‘Get
me out of here
now.” On move
out day, my
roommate and I
were packed
and ready to go
at 8 a.m.,” she
said.

The noise lev-
els made dorm
life tough,
according to
Meyn, who is
from Canton.
“It’s too loud,
and it’s tough
to study. If you
want to get
anything done,
you can’t stay
1n your room.”

Meyn misses
school when
he’s away. “I
just like the
whole atmos-
phere of the
town. (I miss)
the friends and

&® ‘We livedina
closet. It should
have been a one-
person room.’

Becky Culvert
MSU junior

"Dorm lessons: Reinventing yourself, ‘freshman 15, study time |

Dorms feed
chool spirit,
listractions

Residents enjoy their campus homes

the educational experi-
ence,” he said, adding
that he also misses the
cafeteria because he
doesn’t like to cook.

Going for broke

Cray and Culvert decided to rent an off-
campus house with friends this year. The
rent per person is almost $400 a month,
much more expensive than the dorms.
Sharing off-campus houses is common at
MSU because of the extra freedom. Meyn
will live in a house near Culvert this year.

“I’'m so excited to live in a house and
have my own room,” said Culvert, as she
shows off the African art she purchased for
the jungle-theme of her new bedroom at
school.

Like many students, Culvert spends her

. summers back home, working to save

money. Culvert’s room at her parents
house is more like a storage unit than a
living space. Boxes filled with “school stuff”
are stacked here and there. Since she isn’t
home much, there’s no need to unpack.

“Cost is definitely a disadvantage.
There’s a substantial amount of expense
living on campus. But, I think that’s offset
by the experience,” said Cathy Culvert,
Becky's mother.

Lack of money is a prominent concern for
college students, so Culvert works at
school. She makes some spending cash
working 10 hours a week for the education
department.

“Money is hard, especially second semes-
ter, First semester’s always fine because
you have all your summer money. Second
semester, I'm living pay check to pay
check,” she said.

B.L.T. soup?

Fatty cafeteria food, late night snacks
and little exercise is the recipe for gaining
the dreaded “freshman 15.”

“The cafeteria is very unhealthy. I easily
gained the freshman 15 just by eating col-
lege food. I lost it this summer. This sum-
mer [ was like, ‘OK, that’s it, gotta start
exercising.’ I don’t do anything up at
school. I just sit around,” Culvert said.

For those who can’t stomach fried
seafood day or the mysterious B.L.T. soup
featured in the cafeteria, Culvert suggests
a breakfast staple. “If there’s nothing, I
have cereal. Cereal always sounds good.”

MSU is sometimes labeled a “party
school.” Culvert asked, “What college isn’t
a party school? I see it, but it’s not like we
don’t study. It’s not like we don’t act like
any other college student. We don’t party
every night ”

Culvert said her friends don’t like going
to clubs or bars much. They’re content

‘playing volleyball or golf, hanging out at a

house or tailgating at a basketball or foot-
ball game.

“Football games are jmuy importante!”
said Culvert, especially at a Big 10 school.
During football season, Spartan spirit is
alive everywhere you look, she said.

Daily dose: Becky Culvert says the campus paper is a big part of her day ~ though it’s not alwavs so funny.

Game days
mean an early
start for stu-
dents, who
often  spend
hours prepar-
ing. Culvert
said her group
of friends pile
on as much
MSU apparel
as they can and
float around the
campus social-
izing all day.
She said the
buzz of campus
is most frantic
when the Uni-
versity
Michigan foot-
ball team visits
East Lansing.

“I love football games. It’s just so fun
because of the student section. Everybody
goes to the football games,” she said.

Separate lives

“I always tell people that it's like I live
two different lives. When I'm up at school...
I focus on studying, and I focus on socializ-
ing. But when I'm at home everything’s
more mellow, not so stressed out. It’s just
totally different than how it is at school.”
Culvert said.

During the school year, she calls her par-
ents everyday. The separation was tough
during her freshman year, but she admit-
ted that she didn’t come home much lasi
year.

“When I'm home I love being there,
because it's so quiet. It's clean, it’s nice.
But, I didn’t want to miss out on anything
up at school. Even if I just hung out with
my friends all weekend, I didn’t want to
miss that.”

For Culvert, the UM/MSU rivalry isn't
confined to campus. Bob, Becky’s father, is
a UM graduate. “I'm always making peace
between the two of them — three of them
now,” said Cathy Culvert. Her son Bobby,
18, becomes a Spartan this fall and will
live on campus.

Cathy said her daughter has grown since
she went away to school. “We noticed a
change in her maturity after the first year.
Freshman year she came home a lot... By
fourth semester, she rarely came home.”

“pnf’nwn T n-rnvvl- +r\ cuﬂnrvﬂ T TR 1‘701“7 nlr\arw']
minded,” Becky said. “I didn’t hke any
change. But once I went to school and I
met Dave, he introduced me to all these
different people. I met so many people my
freshman year, and it was just really new.
I was able to accept that. If you're able to
accept all the changes that you’re going to
experience and be open minded about it,
you're going to be fine.”

‘Home and away: Above, Becky and boyfriend David
Meyn pose at an MSU game. At right, she hugs her
of cat, Checkers, whom she misses while at school.

Jungle room: A garage sdle-lover; Becky shows off the
leopard-print and other African-style items that she’ll

use to decorate her apartment room.

STAFF PHOTOS BY HEATHER SONNTAG

Editor’s note: Heather Sonntag of Can-
ton was a staff photographer with the
Observer this summer during a college
internship.

Living on campus is an experience
that residential students never forget.
After attending Central Michigan Uni-
vers1ty for two years, I've had a few
1“dorm life” experiences of my own.
I was lucky that CMU has some of
the biggest dorm rooms in the state of
thh1gan, which was the deciding factor
vhen I chose where to go to school. Per-
nal space is important. If you live in a
Yoebox, you're more likely to feel claus-
yphobic and cranky.
Living away from home turned out to
‘a good thing for me my freshman
r. CMU was about two hours away,
' very few of my friends from high
‘ol took the same path as 1.
ie dorm life can be the perfect oppor-
v to make friends. Everyone starts
n the same boat freshman year.

'

New friends in a
new environ-
ment created a
new life.

College soon
became a place
for those who
didn’t like who
they were in
high school to
reinvent them-
selves.

My freshman
year I lived with
three room-
mates in an all-girl dorm. We all had
different personalities and schedules.
Like any living situation, we had our
moments and would get on each other’s
nerves. It was new for us to be sharing
so little space with so many people.
After a year, we learned to get along
with each other and decided to live
together for another year.

However, we decided to opt for coed

Heather Sonntag

dorms. Sophomore year, on my coed.

floor, I made friends more quickly than
in the all-girl dorm. We hung out, took
classes together and could always find
someone to eat with in the cafeteria.

For me, procrastination became worse
during dorm life. Last year I put off
writing a paper for two weeks. The
night before it was due, my friends all
wanted to go out. I was so mad because
I couldn’t. College distractions make it
hard to focus on studying, because,
unlike high school, no one is there to
keep you in line.

Unless you work hard to juggle acade-
mics with socializing, your first semes-
ter of college will be your worst, trust
me. But that’s something for which
freshmen have to prepare. Be sure to
allow room to make mistakes. Don’t
expect to get a 4.0 your first semester.

Be careful not to overload yourself
with too many classes or ones that are
really difficult. This can help save a lot
of time and money in the long run, and

parents appreciate that.

Residential students without cars
should make friends with someone who
is willing to lend a ride once in a while.
They are irreplaceable when class starts
in five minutes and it takes 20 minutes
to walls.

Sometimes a car becomes more of a
transportation device for everything you
own, whether you're moving in and out
or just taking laundry home to get
cleaned during the weekend. Yes, you
have to do your own laundry. That $1.25
per load adds up (and that’s just the
washer).

To college students, food is key.

The cafeteria is such sweet sorrow. On
one hand, nothing is ever good, but at
least you never have to make it or clean
it up.

Ramen Noodles at 3 a.m., mldnlght
macaroni & cheese (my favorite) when
friends come to visit, granola bars for
the walk to class and bottled water (the
tap water is brown and rusty) all

become necessities.
No one wants to gain extra weight,
also known as the “freshman 15.” Exer-

" cising at the student activity center

every once in a while and walking to
classes can be beneficial.

It is also fun to get involved at school.
Football season is when school spirit

overwhelms the campus. The biggest

party weekends at CMU are homecom-
ing weekend and whenever rival teams
come to town.

There are a variety of other thlngs to
do such as intramural sports, organiza-
tions, special events, concerts, and dorm
sponsored activities.

My dorm floor put a coed hockey team
together, and we all had a blast. Not
only does it give you something to do,

- but it’s fun exercise too.

Vi e e e W s B A eh o i o A i T Vma G A ae  n  s

S e m i nt e o ma ae  Son te an e

Remember that the best lessons
learned in college aren’t in the lectures :

or the books, they're in the relationships -

and experiences that you have outside of ;
class.
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Canton-county effort on
water park makes sense

Of all the reasons to support a joint
effort by Canton Township and Wayne
County to build an aquatics park in the
township, the best ones we can think of
are these:

B Canton residents pump about

: $500,000 each year into the county parks
budget via their property tax bills.

M There are no county parks faclhtles
within the township limits.

That’s not to say township residents
currently receive no benefits for their
expenditures. The quarter-mill all county
residents pay for parks programs (which
was renewed by voters in 2000) has fund-
ed a number of projects, including efforts
to spruce up nearby Hines Park.

Neither .do we take lightly the legiti-
mate concérns of residents near the pro-
posed park site at Ford and Ridge roads.
More development of any kind in that
part of Canton —~ where many homes sit
on large lots separated by rolling, heavi-
ly-treed landscape — requires careful con-
gideration.,

But if history is a guide, the Northwest
Canton Homeowners Association will be
a vocal presence as plans for the pro-
posed park take shape. And the township
board has already shown a willingness to
listen and act accordingly.

Still, a 50-50 split of the bill for an $8
mllhon project ‘built locally to benefit
area families strikes us as a deal just too
good to pass up.

The Observer believes the water park
project is both desirable and feasible for a
community that prides itself on recre-
ation opportunities for its residents.

Those same residents, we might add,

identified such as facility as a priority in

surveys over the last two years.

Most area communities the size of Can-
ton have at least one public outdoor.
swimming pool.

Of course, we could be getting ahead of
ourselves here. While proposals are on
the table, there’s no firm commitment
from the county to help pay for the 15-
acre park on township-owned land,
according to Canton Leisure Services
Director Ann Conklin,

Canton trustees, too, are still getting a

feel for the project. They toured similar |

facilities in Ypsilanti Township, Water-
ford and Woodbridge, Ill., earlier this
summer and discussed their impressions
at a study session last week.

The water park will likely be part of a
larger recreation complex with soccer

fields and similar low-density facilities.

As a seasonal recreation attraction likely
to draw wusers within a relatively short,
10-mile radius, the proposed park doesn't
strike us as an unbearable intrusion on
the neighborhood. (Most trustees are
already on record as being opposed to
lighting the park for nighttime use.)

We note that the proposed park is part
of the township’s five-year recreation
master plan and Supervisor Tom Yack
believes trustees will give the go-ahead
for its construction whether or not the
county is on board. Which perhaps is the
next best reason to support the joint pro-
ject.

After all, $4 mllhon isn’t just a drop in
the bucket

Safe driving

urged when

‘kids head back to school

As the 2001-02 school year begins,
local police and others remind motorists
. to remember the “ABC’s” of auto safety.
AAA Michigan is conducting its School’s
Open. — Drive Carefully campaign, and
police also have traffic safety reminders.
~ There are new school speed limits
along Newburgh for Churchill High
School and Holmes Middle School, said
Sgt. Wes McKee, who heads the Livonia

Police Department traffic bureau.

Also with new school speed limits dur-
ing certain hours are the roadways near
Stevenson and -Franklin highs.
“Motorists should be. -aware of that,”
‘McKee said.

He also encourages drivers to keep an
eye out for school buses, noting some

motorists say they didn’t see a bus.
“They need to be more alert.” Children
should always cross at the crosswalk,
McKee added. ‘
“Uur biggest probiem is parents in the
parking lots and around schools,” said

Sgt. Peter Brokas, McKee's counterpart' ‘

in Westland.

School lots were often built many years -

ago, he said, and become clogged easily.
Brokas recommends that parents stop on
the street to let the child out, and park
and walk for pick-up.

“That would unclog some of these park-
ing lots,” said Brokas, who cited the
“road rage” mentality and belief that
rules don’t apply.

He also encourages drivers to watch for
school bus amber caution lights and the
following red lights, which require traffic
to stop both ways. The fine for disobeying
is heavy, Brokas noted.

AAA Michigan is also preaching traffic
safety.

“A great burden is on the motorist to
take extra precaution when driving in
areas with school-age children,” said
Richard J. Miller, AAA Michigan Com-
munity Safety Services manager. “Some
of these kids have very little experience
in dealing with traffic situations.”

Since 1988, 237 school-age pedestrians

have died in school bus-related crashes.
Half of those were between the ages of 5
and 7, according to the National High-
way Traﬂﬁc Safety Administration. Last
year, 105 children under age 16 lost their
lives in traffic accidents in Michigan, and
11,257 were injured.

The start of school is a hectic time,
Miller said, and families don’t always put
traffic safety at the top of the list.

For example, AAA’s recent survey of 20
elementary schools in lower Michigan
shows that safety belt compliance for dri-
vers and passengers at school drop-off
and pick-up points is sadly lacking.
“While the overall safety belt compliance
rate in our state hovers at about 80 per-
cent, compliance by drivers and young
passengers in a school setting was only
63 percent,” said Miller. “When we
looked at the safety belt compliance by
young passengers alone, the percentage
dropped to a dismal 56 percent. Since
most serious crashes take place within a
few miles of home, this is a real cause for
concern, which we will discuss with
schools, parents and children as part of
our School’s Open campaign this year.”

In the campaign, AAA also emphasizes
‘that driving carefully begins even before
you leave your driveway.

“The key i»s to e’xpect the unexpected,”
said Miiler. “There could be Kids walkiug
or biking to school right behind you as
you back out of your driveway. When dri-
ving in school zones, near playgrounds,
or in neighborhoods where children play,
expect a child to dart out into the road-
way. That way, you'll never be taken by
surpnse and you will be able to stop in
time.”

During the campaign, the Auto Club is
encouraging drivers to remember that
children are not small adults. It could be
more difficult for a child to judge traffic
situations because his or her peripheral

vigion is one-third narrower than an

adult’s. Children may also make the mis-
take of assuming that if they can see a
car, the driver can see them - often
motorists have a difficult time seeing
children because of their small stature.

To help protect children, AAA urges
motorists to follow these safety tips:

M Slow down in or near school and res-
idential areas.

M Drive with your headhghts on — even
during the day — so children and other
‘drivers can see you.

M Look for clues such as School Safety
Patrols, bicycles, and playgrounds that
indicate children could be in the area.

M Scan between parked cars and other
objects for signs that children could dart
into the road.

M Practice extra caution in bad weath-
er. :

M Always stop for school buses that ate
loading or unloading students.

H Bad idea

Fuzzy thinking is rampant in Can-
ton. Canton’s $12 million showpiece,
the Summit, will invite 200 dogs inside
for a visit and ultimately a swim in
their state of the art pool. (See Carol .
Marshall’s article Aug. 9 Observer.)

Would you invite 200 dogs into your
house? Probably not. Normal think-
ing would be to avoid all potential
damage, disease borne carriers, blad-
der and bowel accidents, fights and so
forth. This is not the thinking of Can-
ton’s administration. “Let’s give our
citizens a chance to visit with their
pets...”

Regardless of the subsequent
cleanup effort and the miracles of mod-
ern chemistry, would you want your

: child to be subjected to whatever

" residue of animal life remains? Swim-
. ming pools are difficult enough to

| police for health and safety. Why,

therefore, should we expose ourselves
needlessly for a 200 dog news event
that someone in Canton thinks cute?
Canton is trying too hard to justify
itself as a “cutting edge community” in
Metro Detroit. The best of electric

signs (thousands of dollars) in front of -

the administration building, bigger
and better library, an addition to the
Summit, and overly generous staff
salaries in an attempt to justify the
outrageous salaries of the administra-
tors.

Please stop trying to be unique. Itis.
time to hire (elect) administrators who

will provide needed services and safety
for its citizenry at the lowest possible
cost and keep our taxes from this
onward and upward spiral we now
must endure. A minor contribution
($400) to a Humane Society cannot
justify the cost and potential risks of
the dog swim.

One can only hope that the fleas
loosened by this event land upon those
responmble for this fuzzy thmkmg

Gene Kafila
Canton

| Misuse of Summit

Carol Marshall’s article on Aug. 9
entitled “Going To The Dogs,” has
finally motivated me to write. Can-
ton’s priorities have gone to the dogs.

To make the effort to accommodate
200 dogs to swim at the Summit is a
misuse of facilities, staff and high tax
dollars. Priorities should be aimed to
accommodate those people in Canton
who need the help but who are unfor-
tunately ignored because they are
unable to speak for themselves. Per-
haps they must learn to bark!

My permanently disabled daughter
in her 20s has not been able to attend
one activity for the disabled in her own

_community this summer and a year

ago because none have been offered!
Excuses in the past have been “not
enough staff” and “staff director is
pregnant” and “no staff director” and
“g0 to Westland and have your daugh-
ter attend their programs.” Shouldn’t

every disabled person be able to partic- .
ipate in activities in their own commu-

nity?

Canton apparently can find the staff,
tlme, effort and tax money to swim
dogs in this $12 million facility meant

for people. The sad reality is that our -

older disabled citizens do not qualify
as people in thls community, but dogs
do!

The efforts and dollars needed to
sanitize in an attempt to bring this
facility back to a cleanliness standard

after 200 animals have relieved them-
selves in and around our lovely com-
munity pool will not be offset by a .
minor contribution to the Humane

- Society.

Having been a dog owner for 17
years, 1 would never even consider
exposing her to such a charge of conta-
mination and disease that could be
represented at the Summit swimming
event for dogs.

. Susan Parker
Canion

H A little advice

I found it interesting that you ran an
editorial entitled “We need your
advice.” The first thing that I would
advise your paper to do is tell Mike
Malott to take a second look at the
reality of Detroit Metro Airport.

It seems that every other week
either the Detroit News or Free Press
runs a front page article detailing the
cronyism, corruption and incompe-
tence that goes on at an airport that
all of us rely on. Unfortunately Mr.
Malott chose to write a column that
reads like a press release from the
Michigan Democratic Party. Any fre-
quent traveler can tell you that there
is something very wrong with DTW,
but your writer would rather have our
fellow citizens act like ostriches on this
vital transportation issue.

I've had the opportunity to travel
through a number of different airports
in my life, and I can safely say that
Detroit Metro compares favorably to -
most third world airports. The best
solution that I can think of is to take
control of the airport away from
Wayne County. That is a good public
policy choice for the long-term. I would
advocate this no matter which political
party was in control. It is simplistic to

“view this as a Democrat vs. Republi-

can thing. Minneapolis-St.Paul Airport
is run by an independent airport
authority and that would provide an

» Cunaﬂnu# mmndal Fan ne ér\ a0 ag o gtart.
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ing point for des1gnmg our own compa-
rable airport authority.

Furthermore, labeling a review of
the airport as “just another political

" battle” strikes me as an attempt to

obscure the true issues. To have a
journalist pretend that there’s nothing
wrong with Detroit Metro is compara-

ble to the FBI telling us that organized

crime does not exist. In my eyes it
reflected poorly on the Observer that
such a piece was published.
Christopher M. Cummins
Farmington Hills

M Defense still priority

I am responding to the Scott Heinz-
man’s guest column (Observer, Aug.
2). I have been involved with the mili-
tary in some form or another for over
25 years now from the day I first
enlisted as a 17-year-old out of high
school.

I can tell you undoubtedly that we
have cut our nation’s defense to the
bone. The aircraft, ground vehicles,
ships, ete.,.that our loved ones risk
their lives in every day to keep our
nation free are old, antiquated and-are
in sad state of readiness. The 20-
something pilot is typically flying an

- aircraft older than him. Think of that

as you turn in your 2-year~old leased

_ vehicle.

. Algo, there is no comparison to what
we spent on defense (based upon a

. would sincerely like to thank the fol-

ratio of our GNP) 20 or 25 years ago
and what we woefully spend today.
Just look at our home state of Michi-
gan for example as we slowly lost one
after another of our defense facilities
and /or air-bases through downsizing
and cost-cutting measures

To me, Mr, Heinzman’s allegations
smell of an ax to grind. I know it’s dif-
ficult to remember in this day of all
involving big government, but the
number one duty of our central gov-

ernment is the defense of the republic ‘- -

and its citizens. It seems that our
elected officials have lost sight of the ™~

" reasons for their very existence.

The social programs Mr, Heinzman
is hinting at are no doubt worthy
endeavors. These, however, as our
Founding Fathers knew, are best left
to the private sector where govern-
mental inefficiencies and preferences
can be pulled out of the equation.

M.W.Radzwion

Canton =

M Thanks i
On June 12, Livonia Churchill High -

School held the annual Senior All-
Night Party and received support from
several Canton businesses. As chair- -
person of the Livonia Churchill High = *
School Senior All-Night Party, I would -
like to thank those businesses that
were kind enough to support the party.

- The annual party was again a huge
success because of the support

" received by businesses and individuals -

from Livonia and neighboring commu- -~
nities such as Canton. X

Without their help we would not
have been able to provide our gradu-
ates with such a wonderful way to cel-
ebrate the culmination of 13 years of -
education.

The graduates of the Class of 2001

lowing Canton businesses for their
help in providing the seniors with a
party they will remember for a life-
time: Domino’s Pizza, Don Pablo’s
Mexican Kitchen, Zap Zone, ReMax
Crogarnada Rasltars  Thank vou, Can- ‘

ton!

Nancy Wright :
Livonia -

}tschnelder@oe.homecomm.ne7 1

Share your opinions‘

We welcome your letters to the
editor. Please include your name,
-address and phone number for -
verification. We ask that your letters
be 400 words or less. We may edit
for clarity, space and content.
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Students deserve to study
all aspects of a full life

“I must study politics and war that my sons may
have liberty to study mathematics and philosophy.
My sons ought to study mathematics and philoso-
phy, geography, natural history, naval architec-
ture, navigation, commerce and agriculture, in
order to give their children a right to study paint-
ing, poetry, music, architecture, statuary, tapestry

and porcelain.”
- John Adams

The second
father hassbeen
enjoying a resur-
gence of populari-
ty recently due to
best-gelling books
by both Joseph
Ellis and David
McCullough.

The quote
above is from a
letter to his wife
Abigail, a formi-
dable force in her
own right. His
vision of a world
in which war

Hugh Gallagher

gave way to com-

merce and commerce gave way to the arts and
humanities is still a distant dream. In some educa-
tional circles Adams’ notion might even be regard-
ed as dangerous to the future of business and con-
trary to what they see as the real purpose of edu-
cation, turning out good workers for corporations.

Adams would certainly understand that we
would never reach a time when we wouldn’t have
to study war and commerce. But he was hoping
that at some point we’d reach a level of civilization
that his children’s children would have more time
to study those creative endeavors that rise above
the needs of society and enrich the lives we lead.

In some school districts across the country, cor-
porations are “partnering” with the schools to cre-
ate business-friendly curricula. Students are

taught the skills they need to jump into a job when

they graduate and aren’t required to take as many
of those “boring” traditional school subjects that
don’t contribute to being a good worker bee. Many
of the new Michigan charter schools are also sin-
gle-mindedly dedicated to processing students for
the workforce and eliminating all those irrelevant,
non-productive courses that students dislike any-
way.

The new schools encourage students to decide on
what they want to do with their work lives by the
time they enter high school so they can be
processed accordingly. Of course, theyll get the
basics as well ~ a little English, .a bit of biology {(for
health care students) and a smattering of history.
But the emphasis will be on computers, job-appro-
priate skills, business math and business-place
etiquette. They won’t be burdened by frivolous art
and music classes, “tedious” history and “creaky”

literature.
Apparently parents, students and many educa-
tors are happy with this trend. Many agree that

- students are bored with the standard curricula

and “who remembers that stuff anyway?”
Even college-bound students are being told to

‘stay away from courses that don’t fit the needs of

the business world.

For many years lower-middle-class parents were
skeptical about counselors who steered their chil-
dren at an early age toward “voc-ed” programs and
away from college prep. They suspected that some

" people didn’t want their children to rise too far.

Apparently, educators have been successful in
overcoming these basically wrong suspicions. We
do have some wonderful “career development”
schools (formerly voc-ed) that offer a wide range of
skill programs that will help students, especially
those who do not go on to college, to obtain
employment or advancement to an apprentice pro-
gram. .

Schools such as Westland’s excellent William
Ford Technical School are an asset to the commu-
nity. .

But parents should be wary of any school system
that wants to track their children into a “career
path” before that child has had a chance to fairly
test his or her mind against a good academic pro-
gram. They should be wary of any program that
“processes” students to be good workers rather
than challenges them to think independently.

The notion that social studies, humanities and
abstract science or math classes are irrelevant
misses the point about education. Those classes
provide a common cultural language, an under-
standing of our past and our democratic institu-
tions and, most important for future worker bees,
a stimulus to critical and creative thinking that
can be later used toward more practical applica-
tions. They should be the foundation for ALL STU-
DENTS.

Television, the spread of youth culture through
manufactured music and fashion and the usual
hormonal agitation of the teen years have certain-
ly deadened secondary education for many young
people. Teachers find themselves battling against
stiff competition for student attention and now
against the suggestion that what they teach is
unimportant to the “business world.”

But what they do is important to the intellectual
and creative development of children. They need
the support of parents, who must reinforce the
importance of what is being taught, and of the
broader community, which must expect more of its
schools than to be processing plants for future
workers,

Let John Adams’ dream take flight!

Hugh Gallagher is the managing editor of
The Observer Newspapers. He can be reached
by phone at (734) 953-2149, by e-mail at
hgallagher@oe.homecomm.net or by fax at
(784) 591-7279.

Politics fuels Senate’s
ongoing airport probe

In January 1999, a sudden snowstorm struck
southeast Michigan, dumping 12 inches of snow on
Metropolitan Airport. Air traffic was disrupted,
and hundreds of passengers were left stranded in
airplanes on the tarmac. In the following months,
the U.S. Department of Transportation investigat-
ed to determine what went wrong. Michigan State
Senate Republicans also formed a special commit-
tee to determine the
causes of the air traffic
shutdown.

The Transportation
Department subse-
quently issued a
report stating that
Northwest Airlines

~ stoppage of air traffic.
‘never addressed the

has formulated
numerous statements
questioning Wayne
County’s management
of Métro Airport.

Under committee
direction, up to 12 state auditors have looked at
airport documents over the past two years. They
have asked for paperwork that includes more than
30,000 pages of information pertaining to airport
contracts, some as old as 30 years.

The airport, over the last 30 years, has had
thousands of contracts and business arrangements,
yet the majority of the state auditors’ questions
concern only a handful of contracts. The auditors
have never claimed ethical impropriety, yet the
committee chairman and newspaper reporters
have regularly issued statements claiming the
audit reports show unethical management process-
es at the airport. It has been clear that politics
plays an important behind-the-scenes role in the
committee’s investigation.

Edward McNamara

Forgotten in this entire matter is that in more
than 99 percent of the 5,000 contracts the airport
has with vendors and service providers, the rules,
regulations and procedures were followed to the
last detail. In only a few instances has there been
any inference that there was non-adherence to con-
tract-processing regulations. Many of these
instances have been reported falsely.

In some cases we have been accused of misdeeds
that were merely technical deviations.

We have taken many steps in the last two years
to ensure that every business arrangement and
contract is above reproach. This includes:

B Establishment of a new system of checks and

was responsible for the
The Senaie Cummitiee

snowstorm issue but -

balances. Every contract decision is double-checked
by Airport and Non-Airport Management.

H Insistence that all contracts be advertised for
bids at regular intervals.

B The concessions program which selected 80 -
qualified service prowders to establish the new

-restaurants and shops in the new airport terminal

has been lauded by airport professionals through-
out the country for its ethics, fairness, variety of
shopping and restaurant facilities, and pricing. In
the new terminal, travelers will pay the same
prices that they pay outside the airport.

B Establishment of an Ethics Committee to over-
see the awarding of concession contracts.

We have spent millions of dollars making more
than 500 improvements to Metro Airport over the
last 12 years while working diligently to marshal
the resources to build a new terminal. This -
inciudes new runways w eliminaie take-off and
landing delays, new roadways, enlarging entrances
to the terminals, new parking decks, renovated

- bathrooms and new Walkways

- This terminal didn’t just jump out of the g'round
on its own. We began seeking airline concurrence
and federal involvement more than 12 years ago
because we recognized the increasing need for
more and better facilities.

This involved frequent tnps to Washington,
D.C., to get the backing and assistance of President
Bill Clinton, Transportation Secretary Federico
Pena, U.S. Rep. John Dingell, Bob Carr and many
others who helped us get the $150 million from the.
federal government we needed to make this project
possible. We had to win approval of Congress for a
way to pay for the new terminal since the airlines
couldn’t or wouldn’t put up the money.

The airline’s share of the cost of building the new .

terminal is less than 5 percent of the cost. The
state government, which talks now of gaining con-

- trol of the airport, did little to help promote con-

struction of a new airport terminal.

The énd result of all this effort is that, with the
backing of a friendly national administration, we
will have produced one of the finest airports in the
world. I find it extremely disheartening that there
is such an enormous attention paid to a few sup- .

. posed transgressions, while completely ignored is

the quality of service that Wayne County provides
in every area as well as the number of innovative,

‘standard-setting programs we have established.

We have 5,000 employees who are doing an out-.

- standing job of providing services essential to the

residents of Wayne County. We are working every
day to do the best that we can. We should be
judged on the total job that we are doing.

Edward H. MeNamara is the Wayne County

. Executive.

Mike Malott

Here’s a dilemma for you - just how much right
do we, as a society, have to tell individuals who
are mentally ill that they have to take their med-
ications?

Do you and I have the right to force treatment
on such a patient because his or her view of the
world doesn’t match up to our concept of sanity?
Should we require treatment even if that person
presents no particular danger to others?

Or do we allow mentally ill people to live at the
- fringes of society even though their illness itself

contributes to their decision not to get treatment,
and therefore to their decision to remain on the
fringe? State Rep. Virg Bernero, D-Lansing, has

" little patience for the argument.

“Being homeless and eating out of Dumpsters is
not a lifestyle choice,” he said. “(Schizophrenia)
robs you of the ability to make rational decisions.
At that point, the illness is in control. When you
are hearing voices, you are not free to choose. At

that point, the medications are the liberating fac- ’

tor.”

He’s unhappy with civil libertarians and
patients’ advocates who would argue that an indi-
vidual has a right to refuse treatment or drugs.
On medication, they can be contributing members
of society, proud of their accomplishments,

Bernero said. Off medication, he argued, they are

unable to cope with the demands of daily life and
simply “continue to deteriorate.”

One third of all homeless people, Bernero esti-
mated, are seriously mentally ill. And he has
some experience with the issue. His brother suf-
fers from mental illness. Bernero explained that
he grew up fighting to get treatment for his broth-
er. :

That’s one of the reasons he plans to sponsor
legislation this fall — along with Reps. Andrew
Raczkowski, R-Farmington Hills, and Tom -
George, R-Portage - that would essentially force
treatment of mentally ill people in some cases.

The bill would allow family members to seek

commitment of mentally ill people, and the courts .

would have the option of putting the sufferer into
an outpatient program basically designed to make
sure he takes his medicine as prescribed. If the
patient still refuses, a judge could put him in a
mental hospital.

Current law says that mentally ill people can
only be committed if it can be proven they repre-
sent a danger to themselves or others. Bernero
said he wants that standard eased. He'd like to
see judges be allowed to commit if there is a

SA
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Should treatment
be forced on the
mentally ill?

‘o

“potential” of a danger and if the patient is unable i

to recogmze the need for treatment.

This is a discussion that needs to happen in
Lansing. Current law was written years ago, and
the ability of psychiatry to diagnose mental ill-
nesses and the ability to treat have much
improved.

The questlon that needs to be -

answered is whether we really are .
belng compassionate if we allow them
the freedom, as we currently do, to opt ,

n
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Perhaps more important has been the push in
Michigan toward de-institutionalization of men-
tally ill people. A good idea perhaps, but without
the support systems in place, the end result is
often that those with mental illnesses simply fall
through the cracks, Bernero said. The end result
is that they are not taken care of at all. They can
easily fall'into homelessness or crime.

Bernero makes the point that when a person

suffers from schizophrenia, it is sometimes impos- _

sible to spot when that person might become vio-

lent. With that illness, he said, a patient with no

history of violence can easily become violent.
But the tougher question, the one that needs to

_ be addressed, is whether we are doing mentally ill -

people any favors by letting them drop out of

treatments and eventually drop out of society.
We like to think of our society as a compassion-

ate, caring one. That is especially true when it

. comes to mentally ill people. The question that

needs to be answered is whether we really are
being compassionate if we allow them the free-

s

Are we doing them any favors if we allow themto -~

live with an illness despite the fact we know that
in making their refusals; it made be the illness
itself that leads them to that decision.

Mike Malott reports on the local implications
of state and regional evenis. He can be
reached by phone at (810) 227-0171 or by e-
mail at mmalott@homecomm.net.
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Bill would force meds for schizophrenics

k"

BY MIKE MALOTT
HOMETOWN NEWS SERVICE
mmalott@homecomm.net

S

. “Being homeless and eating
out of Dumpsters is not a
lifestyle choice,” said State Rep.
Virg Bernero. “(Schizophrenia)
robs you of the ability to make
rational decisions. At that point,
the illness is in control.

“When you are hearing voices,

you are not free to choose. At
that point, the medications are
the liberating factor.”
. Bernero, D-Lansing, ought to
know, He said he grew up strug-
gling to get treatment for his
mentally ill brother.

That experience has lead him
to propose legislation in Lans-
ing — along with Reps. Andrew

.Razckowski, R-Farmington
Hills, and Tom George, R-
Portage ~ that lowers the
threshold needed for family
members or doctors to ask the

_courts for involuntary psychi-

atric services for the mentally
ill. To be introduced when the
Legislature returns to session
this fall, the proposed bill would
result in a commitment to out-
patient services in which the
patient’s taking of medications
would be closely monitored.
- In essence, it would be “forced
treatment,” Bernero explained.
Patients would be forced to
take their meds, he said. Those
that refused could be involun-
tarily hospitalized. -

The lawmakers unveiled their

plans in a series of press confer-
ences in Lansing and Detroit
Friday, Aug. 17, the one-year
anniversary of the death of
Kevin Heisinger.

Heisinger, a 24-year-old Uni-
versity of Michigan student,
was beaten to death in the
men’s rocom in a bus station in
Kalamazoo. His killer had a
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long history of mental illness,
had been  diagnosed with
schizophrenia but had gone off
his medications. .

The lawmakers, therefore,
have named the bill “Kevin’s
Law” and enlisted the support
of Heisinger’s family.

Under current Michigan law,
those seeking to commit a men-
tally ill person have to prove in

court that the patient is a dan-.

ger to himself or others.
Jim Haveman, director of the

state Department of Communi-

ty Health, has also recently said
he beheves the threshold should
be lowered.

“We know the bar needs to be
lowered,” Bernero said. “The
debate is going to be how low it
should go.”

The bill as written would
allow a judge to order treatment
if a patient, because of a lack of
compliance, committed an act of

‘violence or required hospitaliza-

tion or medical treatment.

Bernero said he wants the

standard set even lower. He
plans to rewrite the bill to allow

commitment if a patient “fails to

recognize the need for treat-
ment and shows a potential to

be a danger to himself or oth-

ers.”
Razckowski said he believes a
new standard for involuntary

commitment would assure that

all patients get the “opportunity
for mental health care” by
assuring they take their meds.

He contended that many with
like

mental - illnesses,
schizophrenia, can function nor-
mally in society as long as they
comply with treatment and take
medication.

The lawmakers said they
hoped the bill will be taken up
in the House this fall, They
anticipate hearings on the pro-
posal will be held before the
House’s Health Policy Commit-
tee.

BY NORMAN PRADY
SPECIAL WRITER

You want to call “Laura” at
the Livonia post office to ask if
she received any more of those

‘pretty flower stamps. Well,

Laura’s phone number has
been changed. And the new
number ig unlisted.

If you call the old number of
the main Livonia post office
on Merriman, (734) 425-8050,
you’ll get a recording telling
you to call (800) 275-871717.

The 800 number, according
to Ed Moore of the Detroit
office of the Postal Service,
will connect you to the U.S.
Postal Service’s Call Center.
Moore, manager of communi-
cations for the Detroit postal

district, which includes Livo--

nia and other communities,
said this new computerized
information phone system
started in May.

Anyone at the post office? '

Eventually it might unlist -
the phones at most of Ameri- -
ca’s 38,060 post offices.

According to his press '
release of the time, “customers |
no longer have to call their
local post office” to ask ques-
‘tions. But if you really -want -
to, you can. In the name of -
this new efﬁciency, however, -
you'll have to do more work to
reach Laura. ‘

If you call the 800 number |’

and go through the “Press
this, press that” menu, you’ll |
finally be offered an opportu- |
nity to talk with a customer |

_ representative.

After answering the rep’s -
series of challenging queries |
as to why you want to call

‘direct, you'll get the new num- |

ber for the main Livonia post |
office. ]

It’s (734)458-7952. But don’t
tell them we told you.
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RTAINMENT

: Tﬁu_rsday( August 23: 20

Ann Arbor Comedy Show-

case, 314 E. Liberty, presents
John Heffron, 8 p.m. and
10:30 p.m. Tickets $10
advance, $12 door, call (734)
996-9080.

iq 0 e L

Woody Allen and Helen Hunt
star in Allen’s new film, “The
Curse of the Jade Scorpion.”

Check docal theaters for show

Second City Detroit, 2301
Woodward Ave., Detroit pre-
sents “Mayor-Go-Round” at 8
p.m. Tickets $15 call the box
office (313) 965-2222, or Tick-
etmaster (248) 645-6666

owninews

BY MICHAEL MURPHY

SPECIAL WRITER

F8%. ctroit has seen more than its

Pshare of summer spectacles in

¥ the year of its 300th birthday,
‘but one of its biggest annual events
still looms on the horizon.

“We're not going to do fireworks
and we’re not going to do tall boats,”
Ford Detroit International Jazz Fes-
tival Artistic Director Frank Malfi-

. tano said. “We’re going to do jazz
giants.”

In his first year as director of the
former Montreux Detroit Jazz Festi-
val, which annually draws about
750,000 music fans from all over the
world to Hart Plaza over the long
Labor Day weekend, Malfitano had
his work cut out for him.

Over the tricentennial summer,
millions celebrated Motown music
and Detroit’s contribution to the
techno sound, but the city’s deepest
musical legacy could not be forgot-
ten.

“When people think of jazz, they
tend to think of New Orleans,
Kansas City or New York, but
Detroit is an incredible market as

poster. .

acts performing have .

some connection to the city. Saxo-

phonist James Carter, who will be

leading two separate bands at the

| festival, is a native of Detroit as is

jazz fest headliner and legendary

jazz pianist Tommy Flanagan.
Detroit trumpeter Marcus Belgrave
will be leading an 11-piece Detroit
all star group in a tribute to Louis
Armstrong. And the Detroit connec-
tions don’t end there. v

" “Eighty percent of the artists
have Detroit roots,” Malfitano said.
“I've programmed the festival so
that it can be as Detroit-centric as
possible. It should celebrate Detroit
and it should celebrate Detroit
jazz.”

Malfitano, a native of Syracuse,
New York, and the creator and
founder of the Syracuse Jazz Festi-
val, which has taken flight annually
since 1982, came to Detroit last year
with a hefty resume and a healthy
respect for Detroit music. His first
big introduction to Detroit came
through John Sinclair, who, in his
role as organizer of the Ann Arbor
Blues and Jazz Festivals of the

1970s, became a

well,” Malfitano said.

“Its list of artists is as Ford

significant as any

other market in the

country.” .
Detroit’s contribu-

tion to jazz is veflect-

to Sept. 3

" which 80 of the 100

internatlonal Jazz Festlval
When: Friday-Monday, Aug. 31

Hours: 3-11 p.m. Friday, noon to
midnight Saturday-Sunday, noon
to 9:30 p.m. Monday.

ed in the lineup of the Where: Hart Plaza on Jefferson 3] y
99nd Annual Ford Avenue along the Detroit River, “I was incredibly
e T : downtown Detroit impressed with
Detroit International ! mp
A des N For information: Call (313) 963- | John’s programmin
Jazz Festival, in 7622 or visit o dn ig:gf;inmml g
www.detroitjazzfest.com p g

friend and mentor to
Malfitano.

Malfitano said he
showed up at the Ann
Arbor festival for
three years in a row
and stood in awe.

Detroit

Native soi:
Saxophonist James
Carter(above), will §
be leading two !
separate bands at

- the festival. At right

is the official 2001

skills,” said
Malfitano,
who ranks
Sinelair and
the late Bill
Grgham as
the most
innovative
event produc-
ers in the his-
tory of Ameri-
can music.

As luck
would have
it, Sinclair
happened to
be in town
performing at
Greektown's

Music Menu

Café when

Malfitano was in Detroit interview-
ing for the artistic director spot in
the Spring of 2000.

“I went to see him to ask for his
blessing,” Malfitano said. “Then and
there, he passed the baton. He
seemed visibly relieved that one of
his colleagues and students would
be taking the reins.”

cert series presented by the
dean of students, who also hap-
pened to play an upright bass.

In short order, Malfitano was
exposed to Maynard Ferguson, the
Stan Kenton Orchestra and the
Jazz Brothers featuring Chuck and
Gap Mangione.

“I was immediately taken by the
complexity and intelligence and

Detroit festival celebrates
city’s jazz roots |

Before graduating to festival pro-
duction, as both an organizer in
Syracuse and consultant in a host of
major North American cities, Malfi-
tano was a club and concert hall
promoter, and the associate publish-
er of Jazz Times, a national jazz

energy of the music,” Malfitano
said. “After seeing those three jazz
series concerts, there was no going
back. The music and I found each
other 40 years ago and it was a life
changing experience.”

Now, Malfitano is a jazz crusader,

{ in New York was waylaid by a con-

FAMILY
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BY STEPHANIE ANGELYN CASOLA
STAFF WRITER
scasola@oe.homecomm.net

After 153 years, the Michigan State
Fair is still going strong. The fair, held
consecutively in the state since 1905,
thrives on tradition. In the metro area,
that tradition combines food, carnival
rides, a petting farm and live music for
14 days. ‘

Fair general manager, John C. Her-

St

ato Hair ridee nn 1R83.-v
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LA VA 4 CALL
tel, has seen many sides to this event.
First involved in state fair horse shows

across the country, and now working

~behind the scenes of our own state fair,

Hertel has high hopes for its continued
success.

The 2001 Michigan State Fair began
Tuesday and will run through Monday,
Sept. 3 at the Michigan State Fair-
grounds, on Eight Mile Road east of
Woodward Avenue in Detroit. From the

. 2001 Michigan State Falr
Entertainment Schedule
B 7 p.m. Thursday, Aug. 23 - Travis Tritt (country)

~ Andrews (country)
M 7 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 26 - Blessid Union of Souts
(alternative)

Animals (classic rock} .

W 7 p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 28 - LFO (contemporary)
contemporary) .

M 8 p.m. Friday, Aug. 31 - Ja Rule (hip hop)
(country)

W 7 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 2 — Eve 6 (alternative)
H7pm. Monday, Sept. 3 - Tom Joyner (comedy)

entry into the Band Shell area. ~

M 8 p.m. Friday, Aug. 24 - Case and Ray J (hip hop)
‘W 7 p.m. Satirday, Aug. 25 - Billy Gilman & Jessica

& 7 p.m. Monday, Aug. 27 - Eric Burdon and The New

W 7 p.m. Wednesday, Aug. 29 — Temptations {adult urban)
W 7 p.m. Thursday, Aug. 30 - The Beach Boys (adult

B 7 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 1 - Brad Paisley and Chris Cagle

All performances take place in The MGM Grand Detroit
Casino Band Shell, near the southwest entrance to the
fairgrounds. Gold Circle reserved seats are available for
concerts by calling Ticketmaster at (248) 645-6666.

General admission into the Fair does not guarantee free

yearly highlights — the Mira-
cle of Life exhibit, the giant
stove built in 1893 and
NASCAR’s Go-Karts — to the
excitement of rides on the
Midway and sounds of live
music in the band shell, the
Michigan State Fair offers
entertainment for all ages.

The future hasn’t always
seemed so bright. The fair
itself fell to record low atten-
dance in 1993, causing Gov.
John Engler to step in with
financial assistance from the
state. That assistance ends
this year, leaving the fair to
survive on its own — despite a
set schedule which always
coincides with the onset of
the new school year.

Growing attendance
Still, each year since 1994,

nik, Editor 734

magazine.

He said his infatuation with jazz
began in college, when the former
music major at Fredonia University

not to be confused with The Jazz
Crusaders, who are also headlining
this year’s jazz fest. He describes

Please see JAZZ, B2

i ot

attendance has

grown. Last

year’s count was

470,000, It’s a

fact Hertel is.
proud to share.

“Things contin-
ue to improve,
and we’'re
improving our
environment,” he
said. The goal is
to operate free of
debt, keeping the
tradition a viable
annual event.

Boasting safe-
ty and cleanli-
ness, Hertel com-
pares the Michigan State Fair to Walt
Disney World. “We’ve brought back
major entertainment and quality
things for the family,” he said.

There is a renewed emphasis on
rides in the midway, rather than
games. “We want people to enjoy their
experience,” said Hertel. “It’s like going
to three places in one. (It’s) Pine Knob
(now DTE Energy Music Theatre),
Cedar Point and a day on your grandfa-
ther’s farm — all in one day.” :

And the price remains the same — $2
to $9 with children 2 and under admit-

What: The 2001
Michigan State Fair
When: 20 a.m. to 10
p.m. through Monday,
Sept. 3. Midway open
11 a.m. to 10 p.m.
weeknights, until
midnight weekends.
Where: 1120 W.
State Fair Ave., on
the corner of Eight
Mile Road and
Woodward Avenue,
Detroit, :
Admission: Aduits $9,
chitdren 2-11, $2; no
charge for chiidren
under 2. Parking $5,
(313) 369-8250.

Please see FAIR, B2

Country boy: Travis Tritt will
entertainment at the State Fair;

with his performance at 7 p.m. .

on Thursday, August 23rd in
the bandshell.

- kwygonik@oe.homecomm.net

e e e e
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himself as a believer in “edutain-
ment,” educating by entertain-
ment.

For Malfitano, there’s no bet-

ter place to “edutain” than a fes-
tival, where multiple stages con-
tinuously showcasing jazz artists
gserve as classrooms for the
uninitiated and the connoisseur
alike,

“A festival is a great way to
reach and teach people about
this art form, without their
knowing they've been educated,”
Malfitano said. “You don’t have
to proselytize when a song can
tell you the whole story.”

Malfitano said he hopes
Detroiters take advantage of the
opportunity to listen to their own
story as its translated in the lan-

guage of jazz Labor Day week-
end at Hart Plaza. He expects
the notes to ring long and loud
enough for everyone to notice.

“I don’t think the rest of this
country has any idea of who's
come out of this town. They're
aware of the auto industry and
they re aware of Motown,” Malfi-
tano said. “I kind of see it as my
job to tell them Detroit jazz his-
tory through this festival. It's a
great vehicle for telling that
story because we can tell them
where the music's coming from,
where it is, and where it‘s
going.”

That tale will be told not only
through the festival’s seasoned
veteran jazz artists but also
through the dozens of middle
school, high school and college

bands that will be performing. In
past years, scholastic, local and
national acts were relegated to
separate stages, Malfitano said
this year’s festival will be differ-
ent.

“We've kind of abandoned the
main stage format,” Malfitano
said, “Now, we’ll have three
main stages and one stage dedi-
cated to jazz education and men-
toring.”

The stages will also be situat-
ed in a way that will allow for a
view of the river and the city
skyline. Performers will be
shown on 20-foot-wide video
screens. The same screens that
were used for the Detroit 300
celebration in July, By bringing

the city more into play, Malfi-
tano hopes that festival goers -

will get a better picture of what
jazz is all about.,

“It’s an urban art form that
gets its energy from the street,”
Malfitano

said.

He’s also hoping that the sheer

variety of performers included in
this

year’'s jazz fest roster will
bring out the crowds.

“We've got a little bit of every-

thing, and that was by design, .

not by accident,” Malfitano said.
“My goal is to make this year as
exciting as it possibly can be and
to program it so that everyone
can enjoy it. Its for anyone who
likes music and anyone who
likes to be entertained.”

ART BEAT

YOCAL JAZZ :

Schoolceraft College is looking
for experienced singers for its
vocal jazz program. Applicants
must have an interest in singing
jazz in groups and as a soloist.
The two groups, which meet 3
p.m. Tuesday and Thursday or 7-
9:50 p.m. Thursday, sing in the
close harmonic style of Manhat-
tan Transfer and Singers Unlim-
ited. Al members will develop a
solo singing repertoire during
the semester. The vocal jazz pro-
gram can be taken for college

credit. All jazz performers are
welcome (ages 16-80+).

Rehearsals begin Aug. 28 and

30 at the college, 18600 Hagger-
ty, Livonia. For information, call
conductor Jack Pierson at (734)
420-8984 or send e-mail to jack-
pier@hotmail.com.

CALL FOR ARTISTS

Farmington Hills’ Cultural
Arts Division is looking for
artists for a multicultural exhib-
it and sale at the Multicultur-
al/Multiracial Council’s fall Her-

Amv'nm!
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Fun, Frosb and Who[esome Food!
Our Popular lters lnslude...

cOUPON [ sauomcues * HOT S0UPS |
cOLD SOUPS » SALADS

==

SUNNY
COUPOD

i$qofp

apag ! '"”Vvdaal 'uach

Wonderland
- Mall

Health and Safety Fun Fest

SATURDAY, AUGUST 25, 2601
12:00 Noon - 4:00 p.m.

FREE PHOTOS

TEDDY BEAR
~ CLINIC

CHILD (.D.

Costume
Characters Meet )
and Greet
®
Krispy Kreme
Donuts

Fun for the entire {amlly’

—presented by—
St. Mary Mercy Hospital
veilta Uental Pian of Michigan
Krispy Kreme
Observer & Eccentric Newspapers
Wonderland Mall
and assisted by
“"Wayne County Sheriff's Department

For more information about advertising please call

Rich: 734-953-2069

Summer 1

on it’s
.°r‘

itage Festival to be held at the

‘Costick Activities Center.

The exhibit opens with a
reception, hosted by the Farm-
ington Community Arts Council,
on Sept. 20. The display contin-
ues through Sept. 23. The Divi-
sion is seeking artists whose
work represents their particular
culture. For more information,
call (248) 473-1857.

The Heritage Festival was

founded last year as a way to cel--

ebrate the diversity that exists
in the Farmington area, where

51].0USEIE[OL') HINTS |

H HOUSEHOLD HINTS J

HOUSEHOLD HINTS ¥ HOUSEHOLD HI\TS

(WNZK 690 AM - Mon -Fri. 9 am-11 am)

« How to Cook [t
o How to Do It
o Where to Find [t

www.askyourneighbor.com -

HOUSEHOL l) HINTS B3 HOUSEHOLD HE\H % HOLSEHOLD HINTS

more than 75 languages are spo-
ken in the public schools.

FUND RAISER

The Plymouth Community
Chorus is selling 2002 Enter-
tainment Books to fund its chari-
table and educational activities.
Purchasers pre-ordering now
will receive a Free 2001 Values
Book while supplies last. The
cost of the book has been
reduced to $30. To order, call
(734) 459-6829.

S

E
-
~.

NIH d'TOHAS

S.L

t1060130 @

337775 Piymouth Rd. (just west of Farmington)
(734) 522-4515

| FALL LEAGUES NOW FORMING!|

i MENS LEAGUES

MON. 6:30p.m,
Ii MON. 6:30p.m.
6:30 p.m.
9:15am.
6:40 p.m.
6:40 p.m.

|| LADIES LEAGUES

LIVONIA TROPHY — Compeutlve league - 975 team CAP - 205 Ind. cap.
ST. EDITH — 5 man teams - 840-940 average

FORD PARTS -— 5 man teams - 1000 team CAP - 207 Ind. cap.
MIDNIGHTERS — Night Shift Men - All averages welcome
GRANDALE — 5 Man teams - 975 team CAP
LIVONIA STRIKERS — No individual CAP S

L/

MON. 9:15p.m. ODDBALLS — Any Combinations - Any average
|| WED. 12:30p.m. AFTERNOON DELIGHTS — Any average - FREE BABYSITTING

[l WED. 1:00p.n. SPAREMAKERS ~- Any average - 3 to a team - FREE BABYSI'ITING
J| THUR. 5:00p.m. LADIES TRIO — Early time - come right from work :
THUR. 8:30 p.m. LADIES NITE OUT — Early start time - All averages welcome

MIXED LEAGUES
MON. 9:15p.m,
TUE. 7:15p.am.
|| TUE. S:30p.m.
WED. 5:00p.m.
WED. 9:30p.m.
FRL  1245am.
SAT. 6:00p.m.
8:30p.m.
3:30 p.m.
6:00 p.m. .
8:30p.m.
8:30 p.m.

BUMPER BOWLING

MON. 4:10/TUES. 12:30 p.m./FRL 9:30a.m. /SAT930am&1200

FAMILY LEAGUES BOWL EVERY OTHER SUNDAY AT 1:00 p.m. |
FAMUILY WOUDLAINDEKD — £ Aduits/2 Laliaren E
DISNEY VIZ-A-BALL LEAGUE — Youth bowler receives Disney \’
character Bowling Ball 1 Adult/1 Child - Starts September : Y ;

INDIVIDUALS AND TEAMS NEEDED FOR DAYTIME LEAGUES
SENIOR CITIZEN LEAGUES YOUTH LEAGUES

MONDAY - 12:15 p.m. & 12:45 p.m.

TUE. 12:00 p.m., THUR. 1:00 & FRI. 12:15 p.m.

on the Waterfront in
Algonac City Park

LABOR DAY WEEKEND

Saturday & Sunday ¢ Sept. 1 & 2

Fine Arts & Crafts
Entertainment ¢ Refreshments

Contact Mary Jane Hardy
810-794-5937

ODDBALLS — Battle of the sexes - Any average welcome
JACKS & JILLS —2 couples to ateam
PINBUSTERS — Any Combo of 4

EASY ROLLERS — Early start time - 3to ateam
GOODTIMES TRIO — Any combination Glow-N. ~Bowl
MIDNIGHT MIXED — any combo of 4 !
EVERY OTHER WEEK — 2 couples per team \
EVERY OTHER WEEK — 2 couples per team N
BOWL EVERY OTHER WEEK — 2 couples per team
TWO COUPLES per team - Bow! every other week

LAS VEGAS LEAGUE ~- Enjoy a trip to Vegas at leagues end
SUNSETTERS MIXED — any average welcome

.
MON. & FRI. Afier School-4:15 2
SATURDAY 9:30 2.n. and 12:00noon §

s still here and there is so much going
hard to decide what & where to go!

Make the best of it!.'...FreshAir and Fun In The Sun
can be yours this weekend at.....

Eve 6
per-
forms

Michi-
gan

or sports tournaments. Even the
midway is more spacious. Ideas
for a racetrack have been shot.
down, but all hope is not lost for.",
a bigger, better fairgrounds.

No rain?

Organizers are just hoping the'
weather cooperates and resiz
dents from all over will come to *_

ted for free. “It is possible for a
family of four to come here for
$22,” said Hertel. “We allow you
to bring picnic lunches. It’s a
pretty good value.”

Looking ahead

In the coming years, the fair-
grounds will take on a new face.
A multi-purpose lifestyle barn
and equestrian center will be
built, leaving the coliseum open
for other activities like ice shows Y¥-

State ...
Fair. -

enjoy a day at the Fair — as peo- o
ple have for more than a centu-

Rock: =%

at the e
2001

EELITS

CD REVIEW

grew up skateboarding arounc{
Omaha, The Faint takes it§

punk straight to the dance floor;

murder and betrayal.
At once futuristic and a cele-

loops and pleading, distorted;’

sound like he might've lived in
London. Colliding with Jacob
Thiele on synths, Joel Petersen”
on bass, Mike Dappen on gmtar'

Danse Macabre

The Faint

Saddle Creek

I didn’t realize how much I
missed the synthesized sounds of
80s new wave until I popped the
latest release by Nebraska (yes,
Nebraska) -based sensation The
Faint. Danse Macabre —~ in stores
August 20 ~ makes you ache for

hi-tech live performances.

S0 good.
A Detroit stop comes in 8 D- m.
Sunday, Oct. 14 to the Magic

Duran Duran’s heyday — without 9700- )
all that flashy hair and make up. S For 27'70”6« music, see Street
cene, B7.

Made up of four friends who

— By 8.A. Casola

1
]_/2 Off Second Dinner |
'l‘() 'l‘ 1‘] [ When you purchase another regularly priced |
4 i i
With Coupon Offer Good Monday-Friday After 4:00 pan. |
Can not be used with any other coupon, special offer, or

early bird special. I

Live Ang. 24th & 25th b B Iorts Bird Doy
» . R B OPEN DAILY oy e,

Neo ¢over charge! MON-SAT 3-6 pmfrom -

dinner entree of equal or greater value!
JACKAGE |
l 1‘ J ) § M i
Alwli_lg_h_}iouse coupons oodtlln_'u ﬁxﬁsﬁ_ —t
AT 11:00 AM $6% .7

28500 Schoolerafc

In (he Super $ Moiel complex Monda s . .
LIVONIA Larr NoZero' Tuesdays
(731) 425-5520 | y LN bl DJ Dave
inest Jazz in town! 1ok

_AMPLE LIGHTED PARKING

“GET BACK"’
THE CAST OF BEATLEMANIA

Covering three eras of the band’s storied career:
“1964 Invasion,” “Sgt. Pepper Phase”
& “Abbey Road Period”. )

This Friday, August 24 ¢ 8 pm

Buy tickets at Palace!letcom The Palace Box Office
rickeyiigster Charge by phone (248) 645-6666.
Group discounts available. Call (248) 377-0100 for info,

vocals that make Todd Baechle™

and Clark Baechle on drums,; "
" The Faint has already garnered” .
a following and is known for its™

.1A>~

brand of new new wave and"‘ :

touching on such dark topics ag s~

’l\

bration of the “Me” decade, Themf '
Faint combines synthesxze& bt
noise, fuzzy guitars, sparse drum,,., .

Synthetic never sounded qulté ‘

Stick. Tickets $8 advance and<a
810 at the door. Call (313) 833

TR IRN

) PDFUOBS?O? E e
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Detroit Opera House announces new dance series

From the sensual pulse of the
Argentine tango to the brilliant
grace of the traditional grand
ballet, the 2001-2002 Daimler-
Chrysler Dance Series at the
Detroit Opera House will pay
tribute to the extraordinary
diversity of the artform. In a
recent announcement, David
DiChiera, General Director of
Michigan Opera Theatre and the
Detroit Opera House revealed
details of what promises to be
one of the most diverse and
‘exciting dance seasons to date.

The three-event subscription
series features the Detroit pre-
miere of Tango Pasion, Sept. 20-
23, 2001 and the highly antici-
pated Detroit Opera House pre-
miere of Dance Theatre of
Harlem, Feb. 28-March 3, 2002,
returning to its Midwest home
with the world-acclaimed pro-
duction of Le Corsaire. Once
again, the dance season will pre-
gsent a Detroit holiday tradition
with Ballet Internationale’s The
Nuteracker, Dec. 7-16, 2001.

DaimlerChrysler connection

The 2001-2002 Daimler-
Chrysler Dance Season at the
Detroit Opera House is spon-
sored by DaimlerChrysler Corpo-
ration Fund. DaimlerChrysler
has sponsored dance program-
ming at the Detroit Opera House
since 1996.

About the Series — The dance
season begins in September with
Argentine dance musical Tango
Pasion, scheduled for four per-
formances, Sept. 20-23, 2001,
-Created by Mel Howard, produc-
er of the original Broadway sen-
sation Tango Argentino, Tango
Pasion, which began a tour of

TELEVISION

the United States in June of
2000, has thrilled audiences
worldwide since 1994. The 30-
member company includes
singers, musicians and the
world’s great tango dancers, and
features Sexteto Mayor ensem-
ble, widely deemed the best
Tango Orchestra.

Tango Pasion takes place in a
dance club cafe in Buenos Aires.
The exotic show features non-
stop music and dance. Without
the benefit of dialogue, all
thoughts and feelings are
expressed through tango.

With the dazzling choreogra-
phy of Hector Zaraspe, alluring
costumes by Lucio Galano, and
the lighting of Richard Pilbrow,
Tango Pasion offers two hours of
virtuosity and refined sensuality
where Argentina’s native dance
becomes a metaphor for all emo-
tions. By using younger dancers
and integrating contemporary
tango musie, the energy of Tango

‘Pasion has attracted young audi-
ences along with traditional

tango lovers.

Tango Pasion has played to
standing ovations on such stages
as the Kremlin Theatre in
Moscow, the Sistina in Rome,
the Herodian at the Acropolis in
Athens, Deutsches Oper Berlin,
the Lyric Theatre in London’s
West End and the Longacre The-
atre on Broadway. .

To Harlem

Dance Theatre of Harlem, a
favorite among Detroit audi-
ences, will appear on the expan-
sive stage of the Detroit Opera
House Feb. 28-March 3, 2002.
Although the Company has per-
formed in various venues

throughout the city; the 2002
appearance marks the first at
the Detroit Opera House. In
Detroit, the Company will per-
form a yet-to-be-announced
mixed-repertory program.
Established in 1968 by Arthur

Mitchell and Karel Shook, Dance

Theatre of Harlem began as an
“open door” school for the chil-
dren of Harlem. In 1970, it
became the world’s first black
classical ballet company. Thirty-
one years later, the Company is
widely known as a major dance
institution of unparalleled
acclaim, encompassing a neo-
classical dance troupe, a leading
arts education center, and a
national and international com-
munity outreach program.
Beginning as “one of ballet’s

most execiting undertakings”’

(New York Times, 1971), Dance
Theatre of Harlem has grown
into a multicultural company
with a repertoire of 125 works.
In its relatively brief history, the
Company continues to fulfill its
mandate to make the arts widely
accessible to all populations. In
1988, Dance Theatre of Harlem
became the first American Ballet
Company to perform in the then
Soviet Union as part of the
US/USSR Cultural Exchange
Initiative.

In 1992, the Company traveled
to South Africa (before
Apartheid ended) for an unprece-
dented six~-week tour. And, they
were the first American Compa-
ny to perform in South Africa
after the 30-year cultural ban
was lifted. Dance Theatre of
Harlem has performed in 40
states, Puerto Rico and the
U.8.Virgin Islands, 193 North

‘“Toonami’ features animated music videos

(fértoon Network will interrupt its regularly scheduled programming on Aug. 81 to air a Toonami Mid- .

night Run Special Edition featuring animated music videos from Daft Punk, the Gorillaz and Toonami:
Deep Space Bass. The hour-long special, hosted by TOM, the 3-D computer generated host of the Toona-
mi programming block, will begin at midnight.

During the hour-long block, viewers will get to watch the world premiere of the Daft Punk animated

B The three-event subscription series features the Detroit premiere of
Tango Pasion and the highly anticipated Detroit Opera House premiere of
Dance Theatre of Harlem, returning to its Midwest home with the world-

acclaimed production of Le Corsaire. Once again, the dance season will pre- |

sent a Detroit holiday tradition with Ballet Internationale’s The Nutcracker.

American cities, and 38 coun-
tries, on six continents.

American Ballet Theatre

The 2001-2002 Daimler-
Chrysler Dance Series at the

"Detroit Opera House continues

with the return of American Bal-
let Theatre (ABT). Celebrating
five seasons of performance in its
Midwest home, the Detroit
Opera House, American Ballet
Theatre will present the lavish
grand ballet, LeCorsaire April 4~
7, 2002.

Le Corsaire, described by the

‘New York Post as a “spectacular
production! packed to the brim

with fantastically good dancing,”
tells the story of a dashing pirate
and a beautiful young harem girl
and the treacherous forces that
threaten to keep them apart.

Throughout the ballet, audiences .

are transported to stunning set-
tings, from a grand palace to a
spectacular shipwreck on a
deserted island. Of the produc-
tion, The New York Times
advised “For escapist entertain-
ment and some of the best male
dancing in ballet, there is noth-
ing like American Ballet The-
atre’s spectacular staging of Le
Corsaire.”

American Ballet Theatre is
recognized as one of the great
dance companies in the world.

Few ballet companies equal ABT
for its combination of size, scope
and outreach. Recognized as a
living national treasure since its
founding in 1940, ABT annually
tours the United States, per-
forming for more than 600,000
people — it is the only major cul-
tural institution to do so. The
Company, which has completed
more than 15 international tours
to 42 countries, has proven itself
one of the world’s foremost dance
companies, presenting some of"
the greatest ballet in this centu-
ry and nurturing the careers of
the most respected and coveted
choreographers and dancers.

The Nutcracker

Vigsions of sugar plum fairies
and Nutcracker princes have, for
decades, been the ingpiration of
childhood fantasy and adulthood
memories. In Detroit, The
Nutcracker has become the cen-
terpiece of holiday traditior for
families throughout the region.
The Detroit Opera House sus-
tains this great tradition by pre-
senting The Nutcracker, Dec. 7-
16,2001,

Scheduled for 11 performances
only, The Nutcracker will be
danced by world-acclaimed Bal-
let Internationale, and features
the Michigan Opera Theatre
Orchestra playing the enchant-

ing Tchaikovsky score.
The Ballet Internationale

Nutcracker is rich in glitter,

adventure and charm, and fea-

tures elaborate costumes, sets -

and distinctive choreography.
The Nuteracker, presented in
2 acts, is based on author E.T.A.

Hoffman’s story “The Nutcracker .

and the Mouse King,” which tells

the timeless story of the mysteri-~ -
ous Herr Drosselmeyer and:-his

gift of the Nutcracker doll to
young Clara. When the doll
comes to life as the Nutcracker
Prince and whisks Clara off to
the Kingdom of Sweets to help

- him find his beloved Sugar Plum

Fairy, the enchanting escapade
begins.

The Ballet Internationale pro-
duction of The Nutcracker fea-
tures the traditional Russian
choreography by Eldar Aliev, the

company’s artistic director. -
Using his creativity and connec- -

tions in the dance world, Aliev
has transformed Indiana’s only
professional ballet company into
an internationally acclaimed
ensemble. A selection of the
group’s many outstanding

dancers will perform The ’

Nuteracker.

To subscribe and for more
information call the Detroit
Opera House Ticket Office at
313-237-7464.
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THOUSANDS:

"ON YOUR -
DFFICE?
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video for Harder, Better, Faster, Stronger, from the band's recently released album, Discovery. The video
is the fourth in a series of Daft Punk music videos created for the band by famed Japanese animator
Leiji Matsumoto. The band’s first three videos will also air during the Toonami Midnight Run Special
Edition. The special will include three Gorillaz videos, Clint Eastwood, 19-2000 and Tomorrow Comes
Today, and four videos from tracks off of Toonami: Deep Space Bass. Check your cable guide for details.
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BURTON MANOR

Southileld Fre eway

§ We continue to receive many positive comments

: about our Job Fairs and want you to experience

personally how effective they are. If you've |

~ participated in the past, you've already discovered
their value to your recruitment program. We're

pleased to offer you this opportunity to be part of

B our seventh Job Fair.

-To-reserve your-space -or -
for more information, call

(800) 579-7355

YOUR JOB FAIR PACKAGE INCLUDES.

One~quarter page ad in our official JOB FAIR supplement with distribution to more
than 250,000 homes M An 8-foot skirted table and chairs M Box lunches for two (2}
staffers (additional may be purchased ) B Inclusion in all Fair advertising and editorial in
The Observer & Eccentric, HomeTown and Mirror Newspapers

W /nclusion on our Web Sites promotion of the Job Fair B Radio promotion on 20

* stations M An excellent opportunity to meet prospective employees.
1962928 L1062026

'RE LIQUIDATORS AND WE BEAT ANYONE'S PRICES!

% * ghce Furnpiture & Suml:ies

Chairs ¢ Copiers
Computers * Desks

«Jhgmett  Copy Paper
DA {10 Reams A Case) Xerox, Hammermill,
One, Copy Pius, Great White, Hewlety Pacical
* Computer Desks
00 Starfing af 5

Buy Today And Gone Tomorrow!
30850 Plymouth Road ¢ Livonia

(Next Door to Clyde’s Carpet)

734.458. 2670

FMMEEN TED €CYER AN
1 HULDDAIL
WILL BE MUSIC TO YOUR EARS

FROM NOW THROUGH SEPTEMBER, IT’S “SUMMER NIGHTS UNDER THE TENT™——A GREAT MIX
OF MUSIC, FOOD & ENTERTAINMENT TAKING PLACE UNDER THE TENT AT BAGLEY & THIRD.

'8 ROLL AUGU srg

Cheap Tnch - AR  Loverboy ~ AUGUST 16
Kansas - avsuste  Men at Work - aueusr 23
38 Special - AvGusT 30

Tlckets are $20. Dsrectors Club Members only $10. Must be at least 21 years old.
Tickets go on sale at noon the day of the concert.

Directors Club Members~—
enter to win fabulous prizes .
every week!

?«iw’ .

WORRY-FREE
&f,«, vacations:
3 A bk st

®LT VACATIONS HacE

.....

FDF 1064862

DETROIT

CASINO

For ditections or parking information, calt toll-free 1-877-888-2121
www.mgmgrand.com/detroit Concert may be cancelled due 1o inclement weather.
Act subject to cancellation without notice. MGM Grand is a registered trademark
of Matro-Goldwyn Mayer Lion Corporation. Copyright MGM Grand Detroit, LLC.

Michigan

If you bet more than you can afford to lose, you've got
-| a problem. Call 1-800-270-717 for confidential heip.

.
o f



http://www.mgmgrand.com/detroit
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THEATER

* CENTURY THEATRE: Fully
* Gommitted opens Wednesday,

Sept. 5, 1:30 p.m. Wednesday,
7:30 p.m. Wednesday-Thursday, -
8:30 p.m. Friday-Saturday, 5:30
p.m. Saturday-Sunday, and 1:30
p.m. Sunday, at the theater,
Detroit. $27.50-$37.50. (313) 963-

- 9800

: GEM THEATRE: Dinner with Friends
. opens Wednesday, Sept. 5, 2 p.m.
. Wednesday, 8 p.m. Wedneday-

“Friday, 6 p.m. and 9 p.m. Saturday,

2 p.m. and 6 p.m. Sunday, at the
theater, Detroit. $27.50-$37.50.

. (313) 963-9800
- MEADOW BROOK THEATRE: Pump

Boys and Dinettes opens its 2001-

- 2002 season Wednesday, Sept. 12

and continues to Sunday, Oct. 7,
at the theater on the campus of
Oakiand University, Rochester.
Subscriptions for the six-play sea-
son begin at $99. (248) 377-3300
POWER CENTER: The Vagina
Monologues Thursday, Sept. 6 to
Friday, Sept. 12, at the Power
Center, Ann Arbor. $20-$40. (734)
763-TKTS/(248) 645-6666
PURPLE ROSE THEATRE: Worid pre-
miere of Annie Martin's Completing
Dahlia continues to Sept. 1, at the
theater, Chelsea. $22.50-$32.50.
(734) 433-7673

UNIVERSITY MUSICAL SOCIETY:
Opens its 2001-2002 season with
Shockheaded Peter, a dark comedy
about the fate of naughty children
8 p.m. Wednesday-Friday, Sept.
12-14; 7 p.m. and midnight
Saturday, Sept. 15, at the
Michigan Theater, Ann Arbor.
$14, $26, $30. (734) 764-2538

COMMUNITYTY
TEHEATER

CLARKSTON VILLAGE PLAYERS:
The Subject Was Roses Thursday-
Sunday, Sept. 6-2 and 13-16, 7:30
p.m. Thursday, 8 p.m. Friday-
Saturday, and 6:30 p.m. Sunday, at
the Depot Theater, Clarkston.
(248) 625-8811

M7. ZION CENTER FOR
PERFORMING ARTS: Presents
Gospel Art Studio performers in

Candles in the Window, a dramatic .

play on the life of Dietrich
Bonhoeffer, a German theologian
and resistance worker executed by
the Gestapo, 8 p.m. Saturday,
Sept. 1, at the arts center,
Waterford. Advanced reserved
seats $8, $7 .
students/seniors/groups of 20 or
‘more. (248) 391-6166

ST. DUNSTAN'S THEATRE GUILD OF
CRANBROOK: Open house includes
tours of one of the country’s oldest

-operating outdoor Greek theaters

and a behind the scenes look at
costumes, props, scenery work-
shop and Green Room 36 p.m.
Sunday, Sept. 9, at the facility,
Bloomfield Hills. No charge. If

. you're interested in acting, direct-
- Ing, building sets, publicity,

singing, selling tickets, stop by to

" “learn more about becoming a part

‘of the community theater family.

© (248) 644-0527

"STAGECRAFTERS: Damn Yankees
opens Sept. 7 and continues to
Sept. 30, at the Baldwin Theatre,
Royal Qak. $16 Friday-Sunday ($14

- seniors/students on Sunday), $14

Thursday. (248) 541-6430
VILLAGE PLAYERS: Season opens
with Father of the Bride, 8 p.m.
Friday Saturday, Sept 14-15, 21-22

Qll\l LQ“&J, GIIU ‘. Mattia QL‘IIUG’,

Sept. 16 and 23. (248) 644-2075
-or www.villageplayers.com

COLLEGE
THEATER

HENRY FORD COMMUNITY

~COLLEGE: Peer Gynt Thursday-

‘Sunday, Aug. 23-26, in Adray
Auditorium of the the MacKenzie
Fine Arts Building on campus,

. Dearborn. {(313) 845-9900

&% ]

YOUTH

PRODUCTIOINS

INTER-ACTIVE CHILDREN’S LUNCH
THEATER: “Saturday with the
Johnson's” 11:30 a.m. Sept. 8 and
22, and Oct. 8 and 20, at Genitti's,
Northville. (248) 348-0522 or visit
.the Web site for a coupon
www.genittis.com

LIVONIA YOUTHEATRE: Extends its
performances of The Sound of
Music 7 p.m. Thursday-Saturday,
Aug. 23-25 and 2 p.m. Sunday,

-Aug. 26 at Trinity House Theatre,

Livonia. $5, $3 ages 17 and
-younger.-(810) 344-7774
MARQUIS THEATRE: Pooh Visits
Storyland Live on Stage 10:30 a.m.
-Thursday-Friday, Aug. 23-24, 2:30
p.m. Saturday, Aug. 25 and Sept. 8
and 15, and 2:30 p.m. Sunday,
Sept. 9, 16, no children under age
three. (248) 349-81.10

-

A Guide to entertamment in the Metro Detroit area

P00C0CNSIPPPISIISIININGIINETS

PARK PLAYERS: Present Scott
McPherson’s dark comedy
Marvin's Room 8 p.m. Friday-
Saturday, Aug. 24-25 in the Logan
Auditorium at Plymouth Salem High
Schoo!, 46181 Joy Road at Canton
Center. Tickets are $3 and avail-
able beginning one hour before per-
formances.

STUUMMER

CONCERITS

MUSIC UNDER THE STARS: The
Classics bring yesterday’s music to
you today 7:30 p.m. Thursday, Aug.
23, at Civic Center Park, Five Mile
Road at Farmington Road, Livonia.
(734) 466-2536

SPEICIAIL
EVENTS

BRIDGE TOURNAMENT: Sessions

begin at 1 p.m. and 7 p.m.
Thursday-Sunday, Aug. 23-26,
reservations not necessary, all lev-
els of players, at the Finnish
Center, Farmington Hilis. (734)
480-9055

CHRYSLER ARTS BEATS & EATS:
Features 185 artists, food from
more than 40 metro restaurants,
and five music stages 4-11 p.m.
Friday, Aug. 31, 11 a.m. to 11 p.m.
Saturday-Sunday, Sept. 1-2, and 11
a.m. to 8 p.m. monday, Sept. 3, in
downtown Pontiac. (248) 334-
4600 or www.artsbeatseats.com
DETROIT DRUM SCHOOL: Drum
Ensemble concert 7 p.m. Friday,
Aug. 24, at the Southfield Centre
for the Arts. $10. $7 ages 5-12. $5
seniors. {248) 424-9022

REDFORD THEATRE: A Shot in the
Dark starrin Peter Sellers and Elke
Sommer 8 p.m. Friday-Saturday,
Aug. 24-25 and 2 p.m. Saturday,
Aug. 25,organ overtures 30 min-
utes prior to film showing, at the
theater, Detroit. $3. (313} 537-
2560

METROPOLITAN FILMMAKERS COL-
LECTIVE:"Money and More:
Services for Artists” features
speakers Barbara Kratchman of
Artserve Michigan and Bill Givens
of the Public Benefit Association,
8:30 p.m. Wednesday, Aug. 28,
Detroit Filmmakers Coalition, 1250
Library, Detroit. Call (313) 492-
3800 or filmeoliective@aol.com
WALDFEST: A Bavarian Summer
Festival including folk dance, song,
children's program noon to 9 p.m.
Sunday, Aug. 28, at the Austrian
Park, Macomb Township, $4, chil-
dren under age 16 free (810) 786-
2058

BENEFITS

ARTS DU JOUR: A preview Arts,
Beats & Eats, featuring cuisine,
silent auction, fashion show, music
by Alexander Zonjic & Friends,
Karen Newman, the M-80s, 7-11
p.m. Sunday, Aug. 26, Somerset
Collection North, Troy. $100, (248)
334-4600 or www.artsdujour.org

SesssssRNeERItIOOCRIEONOORIRSS

ART WORKS FOR LIFE: Live and
silent auctions featuring more than

150 orginal art works and jewelry .

6:30-10:30 p.m. Saturday, Sept.
22, at the Edsel & Eleanor Ford
House, Grosse Pointe Shores. $65
advance, reservations by Sept. 14.
To benefit the Midwest AIDS
Prevention Project. (248) 545-
1435, ext. 13.

CALIENTE TRES: Fanclub
Foundation for the Arts presents
its annual latin dance fundraiser for
arts education 7:30 p.m. Friday,
Aug. 24 (doors open at 6 p.m.,
dance lessons begin at 6:30 p.m.),
30 N. Saginaw, Pontiac. $40-$50.
(248) 584-4150

CILASSICAL.

'‘ANN ARBOR SYMPHONY ORCHES-

TRA: Opens its season with
Stravinsky's Petrouchka and
Tchaikovsky's Symphony No, 4 8
p.m. Saturday, Sept. 8, pre-concert
lecture with conductor Arie Lipsky
at 7 p.m., Michigan Theater, Ann
Arbor. $18-$32. (734) 994-4801

'BRUNCH WITH BACH: Features the

DETROIT OPERA HOUSE: Learning

Country: Livonia
native and Franklin
High School gradu-
ate Donna Lee Hol-
man returns to her
roots this week with a
performance at the
Michigan State Fair.
Holman, a Nashville

recording artist, will
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7 p.m. Thursday, Aug.
23, at the band shell,
State Fairgrounds,
Detroit. Described as
acoustic easy listen-
ing, she will be
accompanied by Ron
Harkrader and Dave
Humphreys. Call
(313) 369-8250 for
details on the event.

| ANN ARBOR SYMPHONY

Woodland Trio 1.1:30 a.m. Sunday,
Sept. 9 (seating being 20 minutes
earlier}, at the Detroit Insitute of
Arts, $22, $11 children, $5 stairs.
(313) 833-4005

DETROIT SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA:
Opens its 2001-2002 season with
Brahms Symphony No. 1 with
soprano Heidi Grant Murphy 8 p.m.
Thursday, Sept. 13, 8:30 p.m.
Saturday, Sept. 15, and 3 p.m.
Sunday, Sept. 16, at Orchestra
Hall, Detroit. (313) 576-5111
MATINEE MUSICALE DAYTIME
SERIES: Presents the Ann Arbor
Symphony String Quartet
Wednesday, Sept. 12 , at the
Jewish community Center, Ann
Arbor. $5. (734) 769-5911/(734)
994-4801
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@ the Opera House continues with
lectures, lecture/workshops, per-
formances and demonstrations for
children, young adults, adults, -
seniors and special programs for
the entire family Monday-Saturday
to Aug. 26, at the opera house.
(313) 961-3500

AUDITIONS/
OPPORTUNITIES

ORCHESTRA: Auditions for a vari-
ety of positions Tuesday-Friday,
Sept. 4-7. (734) 994-4801

BEL CANTO CHORAL GROUP:
Looking for women of all voices to
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cal, show tunes, light opera, sea-
sonal and ethnic favorites through
the metro Detroit area. (313) 640-
0123

BLOOMFIELD PLAYERs
COMMUNITY THEATRE: Auditions
for The King and 1 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday-Wednesday, Aug. 28-29, at
Lahser High School, Bloomfield
Hills. For performances Nov. 9-11
and 16-18. (248) 433-0885
CONGOLESE DANCE & DRUMMING
WORKSHOPS: With Titos Sompa,
dancer/drummer and master
teacher specializing in the culturai
arts of the Congo and central
Africa, and brother Biza Sompa, a
weli-known instructor of Congolese
dance the University of Michigan
Friday-Sunday, Aug. 24-26, at the
Dance Galiery Studio, Ann Arbor.
$22.50 per class. (734) 747-8885

FIRST THEATRE GUILD OF
BIRMINGHAM: Meet Me in St.
Louis, 2 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 27, 7
p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 28, Knox
Auditorium, First Presbyterian .
Church, 1669 Maple Road. Twelve
parts, be prepared to sing and
dance. Performances 8 p.m. Friday,
Nov. 2, Friday-Saturday, Nov. 9-1.0;
2 p.m. Saturday-Sunday, Nov. 3-4,
and Sunday, Nov. 11.. (248) 644-
2087, Ext. 151
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LIVONIA CIVIC BALLET COMPANY:
Auditions dancers for its 2001~
2002 season Sunday, Aug. 26,
auditions begin at 1 p.m. for
dancers ages 8-10, followed by
ages 11-14 at 2 p.m. and ages 14
and up at 3:30 p.m. All dancers
must have a minimum of three
years of ballet instruction. There is
a non refundable fee of $8. For

_those unable to attend the Aug. 26

auditions, there will be auditions 7
p.m. Thursday, Aug. 30, at Miss
Jean’s Dance Arts, Livonia. The
company will perform The
Nutcracker in December. (734)
427-9103

LIVONIA CIVIC CHORUS: Searching
for a director. Rehearsals are held
7:30-9:30 p.m. Tuesdays
September through May at Frost
Middie School in Livonia. The cho-
rus, composed of approximately
60 singers, presents two con-
certs a year at Christmastime
and in the spring. (734) 427-
5397 _

LIVONIA YOUTH CHOIR: Auditions
for girls and boys (boys must have
unchanged voices) in grades 4-8
(ages 9-13) residing in Livonia and
surrounding communities 6:30-
7:30 p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 5, at
Faith Lutheran.Church, 30000 Five
Mile, west of Middlebeit, Livonia.
{734) 425-1749 '

LIVONIA YOUTH PRILHARMONIC

OF MICHIGAN: Cail Wendy Bernard |

at {734) 591-7649 or visit the
Web site at www.lypm.org for infor-
mation about the philharmonic and
auditions for the 2001-2002 sea-
son. )
MADRIGAL CHORALE: Auditions for
male voice parts and altos 5 p.m.
Tuesday, Aug. 28, at Southfield-
Lathrup High School. (248) 352-
9527

METRO DANCE JUNIOR COMPANY:
Call for dancers ages 7-10 years
oid with two years ballet and one
year jazz training for performances,
conventions and master classes
through 2001-2002 season, compa-
ny class and rehearsals Saturdays
beginning mid-September, no audi-
tion required. (734} 207-8270
MICHIGAN CLASSIC BALLET
COMPANY: Auditions for The
Nutcracker Sunday, Sept. 9 (1 p.m.
ages 6-9, 2 p.m. Ages 10-12 and 3
p.m. ages 13 and up) and 7-8:15
p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 12 {ages 10
and up, also serves as the Geiger
ballet scholarship audition class),
at the Geiger Ciassic Ballet
Academy, Bloomfield Hills. For per-
formances Dec. 1-2 at Mercy
Auditorium. $15. (248) 334-6964

ARS NOVA: A semi-professional 22- .

voice choral ensemble based in
Royal Oak that rehearses weekly,
and performs regularly throughout
metro Detroit, is seeking new
members, particularly tenors.
Auditions will be held in late

"August and early September.

Potential members should be pre-
pared to sing a short selection of
their choice (accompanist will be
provided), sight-read a short sec-
tion of music and vocalize to
demonstrate their range. To sched-
ule an audition, or for more infor-
mation, cail Dr. Craig Scott Symons
(248) 414-7242 or e-mail at csy-.
mons@home.comat. The 2001~
2002 concert season is comprised
of four concerts, and includes com-
pact disc recording project.

NOVI THEATRES: Auditions for ages
13 through college for Arthur
Millar's The Crucible 7:30 n.m.
Tuesday, Aug. 28 and Thursday,
Aug. 30 (performances Oct. 26-
28); and for the little people play-
ers production of The Velveteen
Rabbit (ages 7-11) 4 p.m. Monday,
Aug. 27 and Wednesday, Aug. 29
(performances Nov. 9-11), at the
Novi' Civic Center Stage. $125 par-
ticipation fee once cast. (248)
347-0400

PARK PLAYERS OF N. ROSEDALE
PARK: For Harper Lee's To Kill A~
Mocking Bird, play by Christopher
Sergel, directed by Sarah Hedeen

1 for Park Players of N. Rosedale

Park. Cast of aduits and children.

7 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 13; 2 p.m.
Sunday, Sept. 16, at the N.
Rosedale Park Community House,
18445 Scarsdale, Detroit. For
more information call, (734) 425- -
5942. Show dates Friday-Sunday,.
Nov. 9-11, Friday-Saturday, Nov. 16-

17,

OAKLAND UNIVERSITY
COMMUNITY CHORUS: Begins
rehearsals of their annual holiday
concert Tuesday, Sept. 11, regis-
trations will be taken beginning at
7:30 p.m., there is a nominal fee .
for membership, new singers wel-
come, in Varner Recital Hall on
campus, Rochester.(248) 370-
2030

PLYMOUTH-CANTON BALLET
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COMPANY: Holds open auditions : -
for dancers Sunday, Aug. 26, audi-
tion times are noon to 1 p.m. for...

| ages 7-9, 1-2 p.m. ages 10-12, and

2:30-4 p.m. for ages 13 and older.
There will be a $5 fee. Males:
dancers are needed (scholarships®
available), at Joanne's Dance
Extension, 9282 General Drive,
Suite 180-190, Plymouth, The bal-
let company, along with the ,
Plymouth Symphony Orchestra, wiil
present three performances of The
Nutcracker Dec. 8-9. it will also
perform Coppelia in spring. (734)
692-8540 , o
PLYMOUTH THEATRE GUILD: ;'i

| Auditions for 18 females (ages 6- .

50} and five males {ages 18-50) f&r
Little Women 7 p.m. Tuesday- *+
Wednesday, Sept. 4-5, at the Water
Tower Theatre, Northville. For per—
formances Nov. 8-10, 16-18 and
23-24. (248) 437-8545/(248) 349-
7110
SCHOOLCRAFT COLLEGE: Aud:.tron.s
for the comedy The Man Who : |
Came to Dinner 7 p.m. Tuesday- =
Wednesday, Sept. 4-5, female and
male actors of various ages needed
for the 30 to 35 member cast, in
the Liberal Arts Building theater on
campus, Livonia. For performances
Oct. 26-27, Nov. 2-3 and 9-10.
(734) 462-4596
SRO PRODUCTIONS: Auditions for
Visiting Mr. Green 7 p.m. Monday,_
Aug. 27, in the historic church on*
the corner of Civic Center Drive
and Berg Road, one block east of ;
Telegraph, Southfield. For Friday-
Sunday performances Oct. 12-28
(248) 827-0710 '
THEATRE GUILD OF LIVONIA-
REDFORD: Auditions for male and -
female rolls fo an old fashion melo-
drama No No a Million Time No -
(She’s Only the Farmer's Daughter)
2 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 26 and 7 p.m:
Monday, Aug. 27, certain roles
require some singing, at the the- ~
ater, Redford. (313) 531-0554
TINDERBOX PRODUCTIONS:
Auditions for Joseph and the
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat .
and for its 2001-2002 season :
inciuding the Tinderbox Showchoir:
7-2 p.m. Friday, Sept. 7 (ages 13
to adult), 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. T
Saturday, Sept. 8 (ages 5-12), and
1-5 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 9 (agesl3
to aduit), bring sheet music in your
key and be prepared to dance. -
(313) 535-8962 or send e-mail to
niflo@aol.com » «
TRINITY HOUSE THEATRE: :
Auditions for A Night of One Acts 7
p.m. Monday-Tuesday, Aug. 27-28;
the three one act comedies are
Babel's in Arms, Time Flies and -
The Picketers, reading for the audi-
tions will be fron the scripts, the -
plays call for seven men and three:
women, parts available for age 18.
and up, no acting experience nec-:.
essary, at the theater, Livonia. . ..
(734) 464-6302 :

| VOCAL JAZZ: Schoolcraft College

is looking for experienced singers.
for its vocal jazz program.

Applicants must have an mterest m
singing jazz in groups and as a .

- soloist. The two groups, which

meet 3 p.m. Tuesday and Thursday
or 7-9:50 p.m. Thursday, sing in the
close harmonic style of Manhattan
Transfer and Singers Unlimited. Al
members will develop a solo
singing repertoire during the
semester. The vocal jazz program °
can be taken for college credit. All
Ia77 nerfarmere are walanme (agad
16-80+). Rehearsals begin Aug. 28
and 30 at the college, 18600
Haggerty, between Six and Seven
Mile, Livonia. For more information,
call conductor Jack Pierson at
(734) 420-8984 or send e-mail to
jackpier@hotmail.com

WHISTLE STOP PLAYERS: Auditions
for Charlie and the Chocolate
Factory 6:30-8 p.m. Sunday, Sept.
@ or Thursday, Sept. 13, at the
Plymouth Community Arts Council.
$125 due at first rehearsal Sunday,
Sept. 23. For performances Nov.
30-Dec. 2 and local school tour -
Dec. 3-20. (734) 416-4278

RACKHAM SYMPHONY CHOIR:
Auditions for singing roles in Amahi/
and the Night Visitors, Thursday,
Aug. 23. To be staged Saturday,
Dec. 8, directed by Maestro Gian-
Carlo Menotti, composer of the hol-
iday opera. Soprano Mary
Callaghan Lynch will perform the
leading role of the Mother. ~ °
Auditions for the roles of Amahl, a
boy soprano with unchanged "
voice, ages 10-13, 7-10 p.m. on’
Thursday, Aug. 23. Auditions by
appointment only. Call Cheryl Krul
between @ a.m. and 7 p.m.,

| Monday-Friday, (248) 738-9827.
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- THEATRE GUILD: Male and female
“*roles for an old-fashioned melodra-
~ma No No a Million Times No

N (She 's only the Farmer’s

~Daughter), 2.p.m. Sunday, Aug. 26,
p-m. Monday, Aug. 27, Theatre
Guild of Livonia-Redford, 156138

Beech Daly Road, Redford. Certain

roles require some singing, tots of

~ fun, Call (313) 531-0554 for more
inforrmation, leave a message.
“WHITSTLE STOP PLAYERS:

“Auditions for Charlie and the

- Chocolate Factory 6:30-8 p.m.

Sunday, Sept. 9 and Thursday,

- Sept. 13, at the Plymouth

Community Arts Council. $125 par-
-ticipation fee once cast. For perfor-
mances at the arts council Nov. 3 -
to Dec. 2 and school tours Dec. 3-

20. (734) 416-4278

WYANDOTTE COMMUNITY
THEATRE: Auditions for A Chorus
Line 6:30-9 p.m. Friday, Aug. 24
‘and 1-6 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 25, at
the Copeland Center, Wyandotte.

 (734) 285-8107

POPS/SWING

BIRD OF PARADISE ORCHESTRA: 9
p.m. Monday, at the Bird of
Paradise, Ann Arbor. $5 cover.
(734) 662-8310 (big band, swing,
bop)

SINATRA THROUGH THE YEARS:
Performed by Jim Paravantes &
Company 7:30-11:30 p.m. Friday
and 8:30 p.m. to 12:30 a.m. Aug.
24-25, and Aug. 31-Sept. 1, at
Excalibur Restaurant, Southfield.
(248) 358-3355

JAZZ/BLUES

SPENCER BAREFIELD: 10 p.m. and
11:30 p.m. Saturday-Sunday, Sept.
1-2, at the Harlequin Cafe in Indian
Village, Detroit. $10. (313) 331-
0922/(313) 891-2514

RON BROOKS TRIO: 9 p.m. Tuesday
and Thursday, at the Bird of
Paradise, Ann Arbor. $5 cover.
(734) 662-8310

PAUL FINKBEINER’S JAM SESSION:
9 p.m. Sunday, at the Bird of
Paradise, Ann Arbor. $2 cover.
(734) 662-8310

DALE GRISA TRIO: 6-8 p.m.
Tuesday, at Sweet Lorraine’s in the
Livonia Marriott Hotel. (734) 953-
7480

1L0S GATOS: © p.m. Wednesday, at
the Bird of Paradise, Ann Arbor. $5
cover. (734) 662-8310

JAZZ ON THE LAKE: Featuring
pianist Keiko Matsui, and
Alexander Zonjic & Friends featur-
ing Angela Bofill 2 p.m. Sunday,
Sept. 9, also features food and
wine tastings from more than 24
restaurants and merchants, and
silent and live auctions, on the
campus of Orchard Lake Schools.
$75. (248) 683-1750 or
www.orchardlakeschools.com
PAUL KELLER: And the 17 piece
Bird of Paradise Orchestra play
Benny Goodman’s music, features
Jim Wyse as Benny, 3-6 p.m.
Sunday, Aug. 26, at the Monaghan
Knights of Columbus, Livonia.
(248) A76-2674/(248) 855-1342
BILL LYMPERIS: Friday-Saturday,
Aug. 24-25, at the Bird of Paradise,
Ann Arbor. $10. (734) 662-8310
MATT MICHAELS TRIO: Vocalist
Judi Cochill 811:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Aug. 29, at Ron's
Fireside Inn, 28937 Warren Road
(east of Middlebelt), Garden City.
Recarvatione recommendead for the
Jazz Room. $5 cover with dinner
order, $10 cover without dinner.
{734) 762-7756

URSULA WALKER/BUDDY
BUDSON: 9 p.m. to 1 a.m. Friday,
Saturday, Aug. 24-25, at
Columbine’s Champagne Cellar at

. the Harlequin Cafe in Indian

Viltage, Detroit. (313} 331-0922
ALEXANDER ZONJIC: Performs
music from his new CD, Reach for
the Sky, 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, Aug.
28, Zonjic will aiso sign the new
CDs, at Borders Books and Music,
‘Birmingham. (248) 203-0005 or
www.zonjic.com ‘

FOLRK/
ACOUSTIC

RACHEL DAVIS/CAPITAL SUN
RAYS: 8 p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 28, at
The Ark, Ann Arbor. Free. (734)
763-TKTS

MELISSA FERRICK: 8 p.m.
Thursday, Aug. 23, at The Ark, Ann
Arbor. $13.50. (734) 763-TKTS
NANCY GRIFFITH: 8 p.m. '
Wednesday, Sept. 12, at Hill
Auditorium, Ann Arbor. $35,

-

- $27.50. (734) 763-TKTS

BILL MILLER: Performs music
inspired By his Mohican heritage 8
p.m. Wednesday, Aug. 29, at The
Ark, Ann Arbor. $15. (734) 763-
TKTS

&

Making contact Please submit popular music items for publication to Stephanie Casola; all others to Linda
Chomin, two weeks in advance to the Observer & Eccentric Newspapers, 36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia 48150 or

by fax (734) 591-7279. ltems must include the date, time, venue, admission price and a telephone number.
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GEORGE WINSTON. Plays a benefit
for The Ark 7:30 p.m. Sunday, Aug.
26, at The Ark, Ann Arbor. $20.
(734) 763-TKTS

WORLD
MUSIC

| A TWIST OF MARLEY: Featuring

classic Bob Marley songs interpret-
ed by Gerals Albright, Patti Austin,
Jonathan Bulter and Lee Ritenour 8
p.m. Saturdday, Sept. 22, at the
Fox Theatre, Detroit. $27.50,
$32.50, $42.50. (248) 433-1515
DOUG DEMMING: Thursday, Aug.
30, at Dick O'Dow’s Irish Pub,
Birmingham. (248) 642-1135
CARREG LAFAR: Celtic sounds
from Wales 8 p.m. Friday, Aug. 24,

“at The Ark, Ann Arbor. $12.50.
- (734) 763-TKTS

LAURA LOVE: 8 p.m. Friday, Sept.
7, at The Ark, Ann Arbor. $15.
(734) 763-TKTS (Afro/Celtic)
PAT MCDUNN: 8-11 p.m. Friday, at
Duke Humphries, Rochester Hills.
(248) 601-1100 (Irish) ‘
MIDDLE EASTERN CONCERT:
Featuring Najwa Karam, thab
Tawfic and Samira Said 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, Sept. 8, at the Fox
Theatre, Detroit. $50. (248) 433-
1515

MIKE RIDLEY: Thursday, Aug. 23;
Tartan Army Friday, Aug. 24;
Odessa Harris & R.J. Spangler
Saturday, Aug. 25; Along Came
Jones Wednesday, Aug. 29, and
Odd Enough Friday, Aug. 31, at
Dick O’'Dow’s Irish Pub,.
Birmingham. (248) 642-1135

IDAINCIE

ADVANCED CONTRA DANCE: 8
p.m. Friday, Aug. 24, at the
Pittsfield Grange, Ann Arbor. $10..
(734) 665-8863

BLACKBERRY CREEK DANCERS:
Country western dancing 811:30
p.m. Friday, Aug. 24, dance lesson

| at 7:30 p.m., at the ltalian

American Cultural Center, Warren.
(313) 526-9432

CONTRA DANCE: 8 p.m. Saturday,
Sept. 1 (free open jam for string
and all other musicians 3-4 p.m.
open band practice 4-6 p.m.), at
the Pittsfield Grange, Ann Arbor.
$8, $7 members. (734) 769-1052
DANCING IN THE STREETS: Begins
with a parade starting at William
at Main at 11:45 a.m. Sunday,
Sept. 2, followed by five hours of

dancing, music and fun, variety

ranges from Cajun, Scandinavian
and swing dancing to contempo-
rary folk and techno music, hands-
on art activities for children, in
downtown Ann Arbor. (734) 665-
8863 ‘

ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCING: 7-
9:45 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 4 and 11,
at the Chapel Hill Clubhouse, Ann
Arbor. $6. (734) 422-1170
MOON-DUSTERS: Ballroom dancing
to live bands, featuring swing, fox
trot, waltz, cha-cha and Latin,
8:30-11:30 p.m. Saturdays, at the
Livonia Civic Center, 15218
Farmington Road at Five Mile. $5.
(248) 967-1428

U-M BALLROOM DANCE CLUB:
Ballroom dance lesson and open
dancing 4-10 p.m. Sunday, at the
Union Ballroom, Anh Arbor. $2.
(734) 763-6984

" WATERFORD-OAKS BALLROOM

DANCING:

811 p.m. Friday, Sept. 7, 2800

Watkins Lake Road, Waterford.
(D12 B72ATRA
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ANN ARBOR COMEDY SHOWCASE:
John Heffron Friday-Saturday, Aug.
24-25; Manny Shields Friday-
Saturday, Aug. 31-Sept. 1,at the
club, Ann Arbor. (734) 996-9080
DEF COMEDY JAM: Featuring
Honest John, Sheryl Underwood,
Ricky Harris, Rudy Rush, Mike
Epps and DJ Showtime 8 p.m.
Saturday, Sept. 15, at the Fox
Theatre, Detroit. $32.50, $42.50.
(248) 433-1515

JOEY’'S COMEDY CLUB AT
PAISANCQ’S: Tim Lilly Friday-
Saturday, Aug. 24-25,at the club,
Dearborn. (313) 584-8885

MARK RIDLEY’S COMEDY
CLUB:Mark Knope Thursday-

‘Saturday, Aug. 23-25; Jim Lauletta

Thursday-Saturday, Aug. 30-Sept.
1, at the club, Royal Qak. (248}
542-9900

THE AMAZING JONATHAN: Comedy
at 8 p.m., Friday, Aug. 31 at
Meadow Brook Music Theatre. $20

‘pavilion, $12.50 lawn. (248) 645-
6666

ROYAL OAK THEATRE: Margaret
Cho performs two shows, 6 p.m.
and 9 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 10, at
the theatre. $25-$35. 21 and older.
(248) 645-6666

SECOND CITY: Mayor-Go-Round
Thursday-Sunday; Jammin’
Wednesdays featuring The Best of
Second City, at-Second City-
Detroit. (248) 645-6666

MUSEUMS
: AND
TOURS

CRANBROOK HOUSE: Tours contin-
ue to Oct. 25, walk-in Sunday tours

at 3 p.m. for $10, and 11 a.m. and -

1:15 p.m. Thursday for $10, $15
for lunch (reservations needed), at
380 Lone Pine Road, Bloomfield
Hills. (248) 645-3147. Tours also
available of Saarinen House, cali
(877) 462-7262

DETROIT HISTORICAL MUSEUM:
Native American Cultural Workshop
led by Samantha and Jason Witz 1-
3 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 8, teaches
children about the lifestyle, holi-
days (Pow Wow), cuisine, ancient
religions and traditions, and differ-

| ent languages used by the 32

nations of natives in North
America, also folk tales and hands-
one activities, coincides with the
exhibit Lands, Lives, Legends:
People of the Three Fires, at the
museum. $3 children, adult chaper-
ones free. (313) 833-1807
DETROIT Z0O: Dinosauria I}l exhib-
it continues through Sept. 3, at the
z00. $7.50, $5.50 seniors/stu-
dents and ages 2-12. (248) 398-
0900 or visit the Web site at
www.detroitzoo.org

DOSSIN GREAT LAKES MUSEUM:
Documentary film Superior

| Journeys telis the story of magnifi-

cent cruises on the Great Lakes
from the 1890s to 1960s, shown
continuously 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Saturday, Sept. 1; Frontier
Metropolis, an exhibit looking at
the city of Detroit as it was record-
ed in pencil sketches, watercolors,
and oil paintings before the inven-
tion of the camera, continues to
Sept. 4, at the museum on Belle
Isle. (313) 852-4051

HENRY FORD
MUSEUM/GREENFIELD VILLAGE:
The exhibit “Kids Stuff: Great Toys .
From Our Childhood” continues to
Sept. 16, Imax movies “N’'Sync”
and “Super Speedway” continue at
the museum, Dearborn. (313) 271~
1620

LIVING SCIENCE LiVE ANIMALS
CAMPS: Make friends with an ani-
mal from the rainforest, Africa and
many other places in the world in
camps in Canton, Grosse Pointe,
Oak Park, West Bloomfield, Wixom,
Ann Arbor, Bloomfield Hills,
Northville and Redford townships
through Aug. 24. (734) 207-8291
U-M BOTANICAL GARDENS:
Science night at the gardens for
ages 7-14 5-8 p.m. Friday, Sept. -
21, at the botanical gardens, Ann
Arbor. $5 if registered by Sept. 7,
$10 at the door. Space is limited
to pre-registration is advised. Send
a self-addressed stamped envelope
with $5 per child to Anchor’s
Unlimited, P.O. Box 970772,
Ypsilanti, Ml 48198

LIVE
MUSIC

ACID MOTHERS TEMPLE AND THE
MELTING PARAISO:With
Outrageous Cherry, LSDudes,
Plastic Crimewave, 8 p.m. Tuesday,
Sept. 11, Detroit Contemporary,
Detroit. $10. (313) 898-4ART
ALPHAWAVE: 10 n.m. Fridav. Aug.
31, 313.JAC, upstairs from
Jacoby’s, Detroit. 18 and older. $5.
(313) 962-7067

TORI AMOS: With Rufus Wainright,
7:30 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 18, Fox
Theatre, Detroit. $29.50-$36.50.
(248) 645-6666 ,
BACKSTREET BOYS: With Sisqo,
Krystal 7:30 p.m. Thursday, Sept.
20, The Palace of Auburn Hills.
$29.50-$49.50. Tickets for the
original date will be honored or
refunded. (248) 645-6666.
BARENAKED LADIES: With The
Proclaimers, 7:30 p.m. Saturday,
Aug. 25, DTE Energy Music -
Theatre, Independence Township.
$28.50-$47.50. (248) 645-6666.
THE BEACH BOYS: Thursday, Aug.
30, Michigan State Fairgrounds,
Detroit. (248) 645-6666

BELA FLECK AND THE
FLECKTONES: With Keb Mo, 7 p.m.
Sunday, Aug. 28, Royal Oak Music
Theatre, Royal Oak. $35. All ages.
(248) 645-6666

LLOYD’S BLUES MUSIC FESTIVAL:
With B.B. King, Buddy Guy, more, 6
p.m. Friday, Sept. 7, DTE Energy
Music Theatre, Independence
Township. $18.50-$39.50. (248)

-645-6666.

MICHAEL BOLTON: 7:30 p.m.
Friday, Aug. 31, DTE Energy Music
Theatre, Independence Township.
$23-$44 (248) 645-6666.

THE BRAWL AT THE HALL: With

"The Bump-N-Uglies and assorted

Pro Wrestlers, 8 p.m. Saturday,
Aug. 25, St. Andrews Hall, Detroit.
All ages. $12. Profits go to chanty
(248) 645-6666.

THE BROTHERS GROOVE: 10 p.m,.

Thursdays, Music Menu, Detroit.
(313) 964-MENU .
BUILT TO SPILL: With The
Delusions, 7:30 p.m. Monday, Sept.
10, Magic Stick, Detroit. $14. 18
and older. (313) 833-2700
BURNING SPEAR: 8 p.m. Tuesday,
Sept. 25, Magic Bag, Ferndale.
$20. (248) 544-3030 .
CADILLAC BLINDSIDE: 7 p.m.

‘Wednesday, Sept. 12, The Shelter,

Detroit. All ages. $6. '(248) 645-
6666 , .
AL CARMICHAEL: 7 p.m. Monday,
Aug. 27, Fox and Hounds,
Bioomfield Hills. All ages. Free.

| (248) 644-4800

NICK CAVE AND THE BAD SEEDS:
7 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 29, State
Theatre, Detroit. All ages. $26.75.
(248) 645-6666

CHANGES AND ASHLEY PEACOCK:
7:30 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 8, Trinity
House Theatre, Livonia. $10 or $8
for theatre members. (734) 464~
6302

CRASH PALACE: With Innercourse,
7 p.m. Wednesday, Aug. 29, The
Shelter, Detroit. $7. (248) 645-
6666 )

THE CRYSTAL METHOD: With
Uberzone, DJ Static Revenger, 7:30
p.m. Sunday, Aug. 26, State
Theatre, Detroit. $25 advance, $30

.day of show. All ages. (248) 645-

6666 :

ROBERT CRAY BAND: With The
Blind Boys of Alabama, 7 p.m.
Saturday, Aug. 25, Royal Oak
Music Theatre, Royal Oak. $33.21

.and older. (248) 645-6666 .
{ COUSTEAU: 8 p.m. Monday, Sept. _

24, Magic Bag, Ferndale. $10.
(248) 544-3030

ROY DAVIS JR.: Spinning Saturday,
Aug. 25, Motor, Hamtramck. (313)
369-0090

DELTA 88: With Enzo Garcia, 8 p.m.
Thursday, Aug. 30, The Ark, Ann
Arbor. $11 at the door. See
hitp://delta88.net

NEIL DIAMOND: 8 p.m. Friday-
Saturday, Oct. 5-6, The Palace of
Auburn Hills. $37.50-$67.50. (248)
645-6666

ELECTRIC LIGHT ORCHESTRA: The
show has been canceled.
According to a press statement:
ELO wanted to put on the grand
spectacle with a massive stage
and light show that the group is
known for,” said management.
“And that’s just not logistically or
economically possible in this mar-
ketplace at this time.”

ELEPHANT GERALD: 9 p.m.
Saturday, Sept. 8, The Shelter,
Detroit. Al ages. $7. (248) 645-
6666

FACTORY 81: With Chimaira, I!
Nino, 40 Below Summer, 6 p.m.
Saturday, Sept. 1, The Shelter,
Detroit. Ali ages. $10. (248) 645-
6666 o

THE FLOWER KINGS: 8 p.m.
Tuesday, Sept. 11, Magic Bag,
Ferndale. $12. (248) 544-3030
F-MINUS: With The Unseen,
Leftover Crack, 7 p.m. Sunday,
Sept. 16, The Shelter, Detroit, All
ages. $7. (248) 645-6666

FORD DETROIT MUSIC FESTIVAL:
With Luther Vandross, Maze featur-

ing Frankie Beverly, Genuine, Alicia |
Keys and Missy Elliot. Master of

Ceremonies is John Salley, © p.m.
Saturday, Sept. 1, Comerica Park,

Detroit. $35-$65. (313) 3596110

‘GOOD RIDDANCE: With Death By
Stereo, Kill Your Idols, 7 p.m.
Saturday, Sept. 1, The Shelter,
Detroit. All ages. $10. (248) 645-
6666

GOV'T MULE: © p.m. Saturday, Oct.
6, Majestic Theatre, Detroit. $15.
18 and older. (313) 833-9700
GRANT LEE PHILLIPS: 6 p.m.
Friday, Aug. 24, Shelter, Detroit. All
ages. $12. (248) 645-6666
GRATITUDE STEEL BAND: 7 p.m.
Thursday, Aug. 23, Wednesday-
Thursday, Aug. 29-30, Fox and
Hounds, Bloomfield Hills. All ages.
Free. (248) 644-4800

THE GREENHORNES: With
Geraldine, Deadly Snakes, 9 p.m.
Saturday, Aug. 25, Magic Stick,
Detroit. $8. 18 and older. (313)
8339700

THE GUESS WHO: With Randy
Bachman, Burton Cummings, Joe
Cocket, 7:30 p.m. Friday, Aug. 24,
DTE Energy Music Theatre,
Independence Township. $20-$48.
(248) 645-8666. .

- SAMMY HAGAR & THE

WABORITAS: 7:30 p.m. Thursday,
Sept. 8, DTE Energy Music
Theatre, Independence Township.
$18-$35. (248) 645-6666

SCOTT HENDERSON: 8 p.m.

‘Monday, Sept. 10, Magic Bag,

Ferndale. $15. (248) 544-3030
HERBERT: 9 p.m. Thursday, Aug.
30, Motor, Hamtramck. 18 and

. older. $10. (248) 645-6666

DAN HICKS & THE HOT LICKS: 8
p.m. Thursday, Sept. 13, Magic
Bag, Ferndale. $18. (248) 544-
3030

| THE IMMORTAL WINOS OF SOUL: ©

p.m. Thursday, Aug. 23, Magic
Stick, Detroit. $5. 18 and older.
{313) 8339700

RON JEREMY: With J. Chris
Newberg, 7 p.m. and 10 p.m.

1 Saturday, Aug. 25, Magic Bag,

Ferndale. $20 per show. 21 and
over. (248) 544-3030 .
JIMMY EAT WORLD: With Hey
Mercedes, Rueben’s Accomplice, 7
p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 11, St.
Andrews Hall, Detroit. $12
advance, $14 day of show. (248)
6456666

JUDAS PRIEST: With Anthrax, lced
Earth, 8 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 7, The
Patace ¢f Auburn Hills. $18.50-
$29.50. (248) 645-6666

LAKE TROUT: With Money Mark, 9
p.m. Saturday, Sept. 8, Majestic
Theatre, Detroit. $12.50-$15. 18
and older. (313) 833-9700

HUEY LEWIS AND THE NEWS: 7:30
p.m. Thursday, Aug. 30, DTE
Energy Music Theatte,
Independence Township. $17.50-
$29.50. (248) 645-6666
LIFEHOUSE: With The Calling,
Michelle Branch, 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Sept. 12, Cluteh
Cargo, Pontiac. All ages. $15
advance. $17 day of show. (248)
6456666

MADONNA: The Drowned Worid
Tour, Saturday-Sunday, Aug. 25-26,
The Palace of Auburn Hills. $45-
$250. (248) 645-6666

MARK REITENGA & THE
MARKSMEN: 9:30 p.m. Thursday's,
Rosie O'Grady’s, Ferndale. (248)
591-9163; 9 p.m. Saturday, Aug.
25, Lily's Seafood, Royal Oak.
(248) 591-5459

MARS: Fresh from tour with ICP,
Mars is signing autographs 3 p.m.
Saturday, Aug. 25 at Desirable
Disc, Dearborn. The in-store
appearance is free and open to the
public.

MAXWELL: With Alicia Keyes, 7:30
p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 8, Fox Theatre,
Detroit. $37.50-$55. (248) 433-
1515

JOHN MELLENCAMP: With The
Wallflowers, 7:30 p.m. Tuesday,
Aug. 28, DTE Energy Music
Theatre, Independence Township.
$25.50-$55.50. (248) 645-6666
MEN AT WORK: 5 p.m. Thursday,
Aug. 23, MGM Grand Casino’s
Special Events Tent, Bagley and
Third Street, Detroit. 21 and older.
$10-$20. (877) 888-2121 .
MMT V-40: With Kid Capri, 8 p.m.
Saturday, Sept. 15, St. Andrews
Hall, Detroit. 18 and older. $20.
(248) 645-6666

M.0.D.: With Superjack, New
Society of Anarchists, 6 p.m.
Tuesday, Aug. 28, The Shelter,
Detroit. All ages. $8 advance, $10
day of show. (248) 645-6666

1 MOLSON CANADIAN SNOW JAM:

With Seven Mary Three, Days of
the New, Stabbing Westward,
Rahzel of The Roots, Cold,
Econoline Crush, Treble Charger,
Noon, Saturday-Sunday, Aug. 25-
26, Comerica Park, Detroit.
$10.11-$20. (313) 471-6611
LORRIE MORGAN: With Sammy
nersnaw, /:30 p.m. wednesaay,
Aug. 29, DTE Energy Music
Theatre, Independence Township.
$20-$29.50. (248) 645-6666

MTV TOTAL REQUEST LIVE: With
Destiny’ s Child, Nelly, Eve, Dream
and 3LW, 6 p.m. Thursday, Aug. 23,
DTE Energy Music Theatre,
Independence Township. $29.50-
$49.50 (248) 645-6666. :
19 WHEELS: With Diner Junkies,
Foolish Heads, 8 p.m. Friday, Aug.
24, Magic Bag, Ferndale. $6.
(248) 544-3030

OCEAN COLOUR SCENE: With lke
Reilly, 8 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 16,
Magic Stick, Detroit. 18 and older.
$10-$12 (248) 645-6666
ORIGINAL BROTHERS & SISTERS
OF LOVE: With Saturday Looks
Good To Me 9:30 p.m. Friday, Aug.
31, Blind Pig, Ann Arbor. $5- $7
(734) 996-8555

ORIGINAL HITS: 7 p.m. Tuesday,
Aug. 28, Fox and Hounds,
Bloomfield Hills. All ages. Free.
(248) 644-4800

PERPETUAL HYPE ENGINE: With
Deity, Tribal Traktion, Mad
Mordigan, 8 p.m. Saturday, Aug.
25, The Shelter, Detroit. Alt ages.
$8. (248) 6456666

ROD PIAZZA & THE MIGHTY
FLYERS: 8 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 18,
Magic Bag, Ferndale. $15. (248)
544-3030

0ooo.0..ooo.oo.ooo'oooooo-toooooooaoon.000.000

PINBACK: With Natural History, 6,
p.m. Friday, Aug. 24, Magic Stick,
Detroit. $7. All ages. (31.3) 833- .
9700

PLEA FOR PEACE: Featuring Hot
Water Music, Alkaline Trio, Cave |
In, Selby Tigers, Thrice, Mike Par;&
The Eyeliners, 4 p.m..Friday, Aug-.
24, St. Andrews Hall, Detroit. $15
(248) 645-6666 ;
REDMAN: 7:30 p.m. Thursday, .
Sept. 13, State Theatre, Detroit. ;
All ages. $26.60 advance, $30 day:
of show. (248) 645-6666 .
REMAINDER: With Breaking
Pangea, The Big Collapse, Joshua,
Leland, 7 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 8, .
The Burns Room, St. Andrews Hali,
Detroit. All ages. $7. (248) 645-
6666

REUNION TOUR: With The Exit,
Back Row Rebellion, 7 p.m.
Monday, Aug. 27, The Shelter, .
Detroit. All ages. $6. (248) 645-
6666 .

ROLLINS BAND: With Mother
Superior, 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, Sept.
18, St. Andrews Hall, Detroit. All .
ages. $14. (248) 645-6666
ROOMFUL OF BLUES: 8 p.m.
Thursday, Oct. 18, Magic Bag,
Ferndale. $15. (248) 544-3030
JACKIE ROUSH: 9@ p.m. Saturday,
Aug. 25, Plymouth Coffee Bean,
Plymouth. Free shows,
SHOWOFF: With Element 101,
Student Rick, 6 p.m. Friday, Aug.
31, The Shelter, Detroit. All ages.
$8. (248) 645-6666

SIGUR ROS: 8 p.m. Tuesday, Sept.
18, Gem Theatre, Detroit. All ages.
$20. (248) 6456666
SIMPLICITY:10 p.m. Thursdays in

‘August, 313.JAC, upstairs from

Jacoby’s, Detroit. $5. 18 and older
(313) 962-7067 )
STONEY MAZAAR & THE
WESTSIDERS: 7 p.m. Friday-
Saturday, Aug. 24-25, Fox and

| Hounds, Bloomfieid Hills. All ages.

Free. (248) 644-4800

MICK TAYLOR: 8 p.m. Sunday, Aug
26, Magic Bag, Ferndale. $18.
(248) 544-3030

THE TEMPTATIONS: Wednesday,
Aug. 29, Michigan State
Fairgrounds, 8 Mile and Woodward,
Detroit. (800) 585-3737

38 SPECIAL: 5 p.m. Thursday, Aug
30, MGM Grand Casino’s Special
Events Tent, Bagley and Third
Street, Detroit. 21 and older. $10-

-$20. (877) 888-2121

GEORGE THOROGOOD & THE ,
DESTROYERS: With Eddie Shaw &
The Wolf Gang, 7:30 p.m. Monday,
Sept. 3, DTE Energy Music
Theatre, Independence Township.
$18.50-$28.50 (248) 645-6666.

3 DOORS DOWN: With Nickelback,
7:30 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 8, DTE
Energy Music Theatre, .
Independence Township. $20.50-
$31.50. (248) 645-6666.
TOILETBOYS: With The
Unfriendlies, 6 p.m. Friday, Sept.
14, The Shelter, Detroit. All ages.
$8. (248) 645-6666

TOOL: 7:30 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 16
The Palace of Auburn. Hills. $37. 50 v
(248) 645-6666

TOO MANY GODS: With Megatron
Emotep, Unnerved, Juan Valdez ~
Love Machine, 7 p.m. Thurstiay, -
Aug. 30, The Shelter, Detroit. All
ages. $6. (248) 645-6666 . .
UNWOUND: With Drums N’ Tuba, 8
p.m. Thursday, Sept. 6, Magic . .-
Stick, Detroit. All ages. $8 .
advance, $10 day of show. (248).
645-6666

VERTICAL HUKIZUN: With ar<~u,
Nine Days, 7:30 p.m. Saturday,
Sept. 1, DTE Energy Music )
Theatre, Independence Township.
$20-$32.50. (248) 645-6666.
VIGILANTES OF LOVE: CD Release,
7:30 p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 12,- .
Trinity House Theatre, Livonia. $12
or $10-for theatre members. (734)
464-6302 :
DAVE WAKELING’S ENGLISH BEAT:
8 p.m. Friday, Sept. 14, Magic Bag,
Ferndale. $18 advance. {248) 544-
3030 ‘

WAXWINGS: With The Minders, 7
p.m. Monday, Sept. 3, The Shelter,
Detroit. All ages. $8. (248) 645~
6666

LUCINDA WILLIAMS: With Ron
Sexsrhith, 7:30 p.m. Wednesday,

| Sept. 19, Michigan Theatre, Ann

Arbor. All ages. $25 advance, $28
day of show. (248) 645-6666
DENNISON WITMER: 7:30 p.m.
Sunday, Sept. 23, Trinity House .
Theatre, Livonia. $7-or $6 for the-
atre members. (734) 464-6302 -
DAVID WOLFENBERGER: 7:30 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 7, Trinity House
Theatre, Livonia. $10 or $8 for the-
&tre members. (734) 464-6302
DWIGHT YOAKAM: Allison Moorer,
7:30 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 15, DTE
Energy Music Theatre,
Independence Township. $18.50- -
$35.50. (248) 645-6666. - ‘
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Woody Allen ignites the screen with ‘Jade Scorpion’

BY MIKE MURPHY
SPECIAL WRITER

At one point in The Curse of
the Jade Scorpion, Woody Allen’s
character C.W. Briggs says to his .
bedazzled costar I-Ielen Hunt,
“It’s a shame you’re going to
‘have to wake up from this mar-
velous illusion.”

The line is delivered while
Hunt’s character, Betty Ann
Fitzgerald, is under the spell of a
larceny-minded hypnotist and
Hunt and Allen find themselves
caught in the environs of a Chi-
natown fireworks warehouse.

Yes they kiss and of course the
fireworks ignite. It’s all part of
the particular illusion Allen is
attempting to concoct this time.

Last time out, Allen had a go

with a Honeymooners redux in
Small Time Crooks. This time
he’s mining celluloid again with
Tracy-Hepburn-style gumshoe
comedy.

There may be no bigger film
fan out there than Woody Allen,
who’s ran the gamut in his four
decades of filmmaking.

Think about it. Who else has
tangled with slapstick, wrestled
with the big meaning-of-life
questions and come out of it all
with a healthy regard for every-
thing that is film lore, and the
ability to remake the old without

' 1os1ng his Woodyness in the bar-
gain.

In The Curse of the Jade Scor-

. pion, Allen plays an insurance

investigator at the top of his

intentions of Hunt, a smart —

maybe too smart — operations

manager who’s been brought to
the Northwest Insurance' Com-
pany to do a bit of streamlining.

Allen’s a decidedly old-school
gumshoe, and a cut-rate one at
that. There’s a reason C.W. Brig-
gs isn’t an ersatz private detec-
tive — too much glory in that. In
the eyes of Hunt, C.W.’s inter-
changeably referred to as vermin
and roach-like.

He’s a “worm” that she intends
to exclude from the modern
Northwest Insurance Company,
which will go fishing for contract
workers when it needs someone
of Brigg’s ilk.

Allen’s character is a dinosaur
not only in his work but also his

game who’s threatened by the

lifestyle.

He’s a gambler, a

drinker and a womanizer. He
reserves the highest disregard
for Hunt. It’s 1940, and she’s
Hitler and Mussolini. _

What brings the two together
is the Jade Scorpion, the stage
name of a diabolical hypnotist
who casts a spell on Hunt and
Allen while they'’re celebrating a
coworker’s birthday-at a mght-
club.

Ostensibly, it’s a love spell
that has the Northwest Insur-
ance employees in stitches
because they know how Hunt

and Allen feel about each other. -
But in reality, the Jade Scorpi-

on, played by David Ogden

Stiers, has other plans for the.

entranced couple, who return to
wage the war of the sexes as
soon as they are released from
the spell,

When phone calls from the

Jade Scorpion bring Hunt and
Allen back under the spell,
they’re turned into jewel thieves
that they themselves must catch.

It is no surprise that they sus-
pect each other of the crimes.
But falling for each other, well,
that takes magic.

As has been the case in Allen’s
films of late, a talented cast of
characters is brought along for
the ride. In Jade Scorpion, Dan
Aykroyd plays the smarmy boss
at Northwest Insurance, who
keeps extending his secret affair
with Hunt with promises, mostly

- Entranced: Woody Allen, David Ogden Steirs and

Helen Hunt star in ‘Curse of the Jade Scorpion.’

promises, of divorce.

Charlize Theron plays the
Lauren Bacall-like daughter of
one of the jewel heist victims.
She’s cool, blond and enchanted

. with C.W. Briggs, even though

he’s just a lowly insurance inves-
tigator and not Bogart by a long-
shot.

The Curse of the Jade Scorpion
is not Allen’s best work, but like
Small Time Crooks, it doesn’t
pretend to be anything other

than a romp through the glory - -

days of film comedy.

If Allen’s turned into a revival- .
ist, he’s picked some of the best.

bits to bring back to life, and he -

manages to produce a marvelous
illusion.

Mike Murphy reviews films for
the Observer and Eccentric
Newspapers. He is a Livonia resi-
dent.

Kidman delivers in ‘The Others

By CHRISTY LEMIRE
AP ENTERTAINMENT WRITER

Nicole Kidman’s divorce from
Tom Cruise after nearly a
decade of marriage has been'a
hotter topic of discussion in
recent months than her new
movie, The Others, but that
should change soon.

Kidman is at her icy best in’

this psychological thriller, show-
ing the kind of silent inner fear
that first brought her attention
outside her native Australia in

- 1989’s Dead Calm.

And under the sure, restrained
hand of writer-director Alejandro
Amenabar, The Others is an old-
school haunted house movie of
the eeriest kind.

Kidman stars as Grace, the
mother of two young children liv-

' ing in a rambling Victorian man-

sion on the Isle of Jersey during
the last days of World War II.
She’s sure her husband will
return from the war any day now
~ and she keeps telling her kids
that as she tries to convince her-
self.

Grace has some unusual ways
of keeping the children, Anne
and Nicholas (Alakina Mann and
James Bentley), occupied while

| -they wait for daddy to come

home. Because the children are
violently allergic to daylight, she

keeps them shut indoors all day
with the heavy curtains drawn,
and methodically closes and
locks the door behind her every
time she enters a room to ensure
that not a drop of sunshine drips
in. -
She educates them at home on
the fundainentals and religion,
sending them to separate rooms
and threatening them with the
fiery wrath of hell at the slight-
est outburst.

But she needs help caring for
the enormous, stately home, and
places a want ad for servants.
Soon, a trioc knocks on the man-
sion’s thick wooden door.

Mrs. Mills (Fionnula Flana-
gan) is the nanny, Mr. Tuttle
(Eric Sykes) the gardener and
Lydia (Elaine Cassidy) the mute
housekeeper. They seem warm,
quiet, trustworthy. But they’ve
returned to the house after
working there many years ago,
and they know all its secrets.

So when things start going
bump in the night, not only are
they not freaked out in the
slightest, they expeet it. |
. The Others works because
Amenabar, with help from
skilled cinematographer Javier
Agtiirresarobe, plays on our fear
of the dark, of the unknown. He
relies on spooky lighting and
well-placed silences, not high-

tech special effects.

And the casting of the children -
is perfect. Newcomers Mann and
Bentley bicker believably, pro-

"viding some comic relief. But

when things get a little weird

around the house, their faces —. ..
especially their eyes — add, .
another layer of fear. Mann'is |
exceptionally good as the head-

strong older sister.

Kidman’s control-freak mother»; .

couldn’t be more different from

her Moulin Rouge character, the -

sexy songstress Satine. But

there’s something in her crystal

blue eyes that conveys pure ter-

ror so convincingly, it’s impessi-

ble not to be drawn in.
Although Cruise is out of Kid-
man’s life, he’s involved with her

" movie as one of five executive
producers. He also worked with-

Amenabar in adapting the Span-

ish director’s 1999 thriller Open “

Your Eyes for American audi-

ences as Vanilla Sky, due out in

December.

It’s easy to see why Cruise is..:,‘,

drawn to this director - he’s a
natural storyteller with a keen
eye for detail and mood.

While Amenabar isn’t doing™

anything terribly new with The™

Others, he’s doing it well. And™"’
there is a twist, You won’t see 1t e

coming.

“THE FUNNIEST Mov

OF THE SUMMER! MAKE THAT THE YEAR!” [§

"A hilarios festival
of humor! It w111
keep you

gart to finish!

Shawn Edwards, FOX-TV

“A s fiunny
as humanly
possible!
Ilaughed
untd thurt!”

-Glenn Kenny, PREMIERE
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"HTLARTOUS. A BLAST OF
COMIC IRREVERENCE!

Peter Travers, ROLLING STONE
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"Destired to
becom e a
classic satire

on the level

of Aiplane!”

*Jay and
* . Silet Bob
Strike Back'’ B
this summers
smartest and
firmiest film!”

Ehris

ALSO
FEATURING
NEW MUSIC
BY STROKE 9
AND AFROMAN
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- Michael Martin, GEAR l
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