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Bible camp survivor: Steve
Krohn of Canton, 17, cap-
tain of the Green Team -
Tribe Extreme, rallies
teammates prior to the
scavenger hunt on the
grounds of the First Unit-
ed Methodist Church dur-
ing a suminer bible camp.
For a story on the pro-
gram, please turn to Page
C7 in today’s Observer.

Making a splash: A broth-
er and sister team enjoy
their artistic business of
designing water gardens
and ponds./CA4

Video: Jeffrey Singer of
Livonia operates the
Freak Shack, a video
store that specializes in
classic and hokey horror
films./B4

Festival: The Michigan
Renaissance Festival
opens Saturday and con-

tinues through Sunday,
Sept. 30, in Holly./B1

Apartments: The ins and
outs, pros and cons of liv-
ing in an apartment are
explored. There are some
upsides. /EL
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" building,” said

STAFF WRITER
cemarshall@e.homecomm.net

More than 50 senior citizens were
given until midnight to vacate their
homes in Sheldon Place independent
living apartments Monday.
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Canton, Michigan

Residents were evacuated from the Sheldon
Place apartments Monday after concerns over
the building’s structural integrity surfaced.
About half the residents have moved in with
relatives and others are staying at local hotel.

BY CAROL MARSHALL

The 56-unit senior apartment com-
munity was evacuated, and its resi-
dents were relocated after engineers

discovered potential structural prob-

lems with the 3-year-old building.
“This is very hard on my mother,”
said Laura Webb of Canton, whose 80-

year- old mother was forced to move

from her apartment. “It’s hard on all
the older people.”.

During an investigation of an unre-
lated, ongoing water leakage problem,
the structural problems were discov-
ered. v

According to National Church Resi-
dences, the Columbus, Ohio-based com-
pany that owns and manages the
apartment community, the findings
were not definitive or comprehensive.
The company concluded more extensive

-©2001 HomeTown Commumoat:ons NetworkTM

Tenants have
returned — and
sales are finally
picking up -

2’ years after the
roof caved in at a
Canton shopping
center.

BY CAROL MARSHALL
STAFF WRITER
cmarshall@oe. homecomm.net

recover.
snow, Jan, 11, 1998,

Most businesses that once thr

only recently beginning to recover.

center.

Duane Hartmann.

site.

: t's taken about as long as a Canton
. road construction project, but the
- Golden Gate Shopping Center near
Lllley and Joy roads has begun to

The center sustained extensive
damage when a large portion of its
roof caved under the weight of wet

ived
in the center moved out. Others who
stayed saw dramatic losses, and are

Only in the last few months did the
parking lot begin to fill the way it did
hefore the roof collapse, as customers
slowly make their way back to the

“This year is commg back pretty
well,” said Heat & Sweep owner,

While Hartmann couldn’t say exact-
Iy how much the roof collapse has cost
his business, he noted walk-in traffic
had decreased over the last two years.
His business needed to be relocated to
another spot while repairs were
made, then moved back to its original

The shops that cloged after the col-
lapse were not ready to be rented

Please see SI'IOPPING CENTER, A4

5. B

New store: Partners Tom Moody (above) and Mike Bacon
have relocated their Blue Willow Auctions Services and
antique shop from downtown Wayne to the Golden Gate
Shoppzng Center. The store will open in September.
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Charter school moves
to permanent building

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER
tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net

This was moving week for Canton
Charter Academy. Teachers trans-
ferred their classrooms from the
portable trailers to a permanent, $5
million home at Ford and Ridge roads.

“We're '
happy to final-
iy be in a real

Principal
Claudiasa
Williamson.
“It’s  really
beautiful fo

Williamson.

B There is a waiting list for
every grade, but the school is
-still taking applications,
according to Principai Claudia

ed as a K-8 building.

“It will give us a number of extra
classrooms for the next couple of years
until we finally become a K-8 school,”
said Williamson.

This year Canton Charter Academy
will house K-6, with enrollment maxed
out at 530 students. That compares
with last year’s
K-5 enrollment
of 324 students.

Because of the
portable class-
rooms last year,
there were only
two sections of
third, fourth and

see it up and
ready.”

Vice presi-
dent of mar-
keting Jeff
Poole said the new school is 50,000
square feet and includes additional
classrooms, a gym, offices and a recre-
ation field.

Williamson said schools run by
National Heritage Academies are con-
structed for kindergarten through fifth
grade, with classrooms added on each’
year until the school is a K-8 facility.
However, because of the parental
response and high student enroliment,
the Canton school has been construct-

fifth grades.
This year the
school will be
able to expand to
capacity, which
is four sections of kindergarten, plus
three sections of first through gixth
grades.

“We really had to make due last year
in the portables, and at times it was a
real adventure,” admitted Williamson.
“But, the parents stood by us and we
are finally at a point where we wanted
to originally be.”

Williamson said there is a waiting
list for every grade, but the school is
still taking applications.

Seniors forced out of complex

study of possible defects is warranted.

A thorough engineering analysis of
the building began Tuesday.

“If there's only a million-to-one
chance there’s something wrong; that’s
too big a risk,” said Ginnie Hauck,
Sheldon Place manager. “We just
couldn’t put our residents in any risk.”

The residents were informed Friday
of the possible building problems, and
management thought they would have
everyone relocated within the week.

District
to see
big gain

BY. TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER
tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net

Plymouth-Canton Schools, the
state’s seventh-largest school district,
appears poised to get even bigger.

Preliminary enrcliment figures show
the district’s population is up 403 stu-
dents, compared to official enroliment
figures given to the state in September
2000.

The numbers indicate the bxggest
jump is in the middle schoois, where

‘there are 232 new students projected.

The elemen-
tary schiools
show an

B The numbérs

indicate the increase of 89
8 . . students,
.b'gges‘t MMP IS while the pop-
in the middle ulation at the
schoois viere 1
there are 232 |, 55 stu.
new students dents. A
projected, Schoal offi-

cials are cau-
tious, noting
early figures
traditionally
tend to
change as the first day of classes
nears. But, the big preliminary
increase does indicate the district will
once again show an upward trend in
enrollment, which means an increase
in funds from the state.

“At this point we don’t yet know of
all the students who won’t be coming
back to the district,” said Cindy
Champnella, the executive director for
human resources. “We always expect.
some fluctuation before the final fig-
ures are given to the state from the
fourth Wednesday in September. A
more realistic number is probably‘

Please see STUDENT COUNT, A3

The best seat in the house

STAFF PHOTO BY PAUL HURSCHMANN

Out after
dark:
Miranda
Sherwood
of Canton,
5, enjoys
her perch
atop dad
Brian’s
shoulders
as they
watch the
arrival of
the celebri-
ty look-
alikes Fri-
day in
downtown
Plymouth
for the
“After
Dark”
event.
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Damage estimate is $50,000

in Ford Road restaurant fire

The Canton.Fire Department
responded Tuesday afternoon to
a fire alarm at Zeina’s Express
Restaurant, 45172 Ford Road.

Upon arrival, firefighters
rioticed smoke coming from the
building. Firefighters entered
the building wearing self-con-
tained breathing apparatus and
were able to extinguish the fire.

The Canton Public Safety
Department’s Fire Investigation
Unit was called in to determine
the cause and origin of the fire,
No determination has been
made at this time.

" The building was unoccupied
at the time and there were no
reported injuries. Damage to the
building is estimated at approxi-
mately $50,000,

Dog shot

A Canton police officer shot an
80-pound dog after it threatened
a 23-year-old man.

The officer arrived near the
victim’s Old Michigan Avenue
home last Wednesday morning
and found the man and dog both
standing frozen in a face-off.

The man told the officer he
couldn’t move, and every time he
budged the dog would growl and
bark more aggressively.

The officer positioned himself
next to the man, and drew his
duty weapon and baton. The dog
approached the pair, and the

officer raised his baton. The dog-

halted.

The victim slowly backed away
and made his way to safety
behind the patrol car. He told
police the dog had charged at
him earlier, and he was able to
defend himself with a 2-by-4
piece of wood.

When the man tried to enter
his home, the dog charged at
him again, and the officer
stepped between the man and
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Register & Shop
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During registration you
can purchase your shoes,

dancewear, tights &
‘ dance’bag'

at either of our
nvenient locations

Pre-School Creative Dance
Classes starting at $24/month
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just about any communications software: PC or Maclntosh. You
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of the Internet, read electronic editions of The Canton Observer -
and other Observer & Eccentric Newspapers and chat with users
across town or across the country.
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Canton Observer, 36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia, Ml 48150, (734} 591-2300. The Canton
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the dog, and ﬁred one round 1nt0 :

the dog’s chest.

The dog was taken away by an
animal control officer.

The dog was staying with a

‘the victim’s neighbor, who told

police the animal belonged to his
mother, and he had no idea how
the dog got out of the house.

Armed road rage

A 29-year-old Canton motorist
told police he was threatened by
an armed elderly driver last
Tuesday.

The victim said the driver had
stopped in the road, near Canton
Center and Palmer roads. The
victim grew tired of waiting
behind the driver, so he pulled
his vehicle around on the right

and proceeded to make a left

turn in front of the driver.

The victim headed north on
Canton Center Road, and
stopped in a left turn lane. The
driver had just passed, who he
described as an elderly white-
haired man; stopped beside him.

The victim said the driver pro-
duced a long barreled gun, point-
ed it at him and issued a threat.

The victim backed his vehicle
away from the other driver, and

"drove away.

Police questioned the alleged
assailant’s son, who said his
father had been driving the vehi-
cle. He added his father was
grieving the death of a family

member, whose funeral was held
earlier that day.

1-800-Bomb threat

A home-based business owner
said she received a threatening
phone call.

The woman left her home for
about an hour last Wednesday.
When she returned, there was a
message on her business’s 800-
number voice mail. The caller,
who sounded like a pre-teenage
boy, said there was a bomb in
the business that would kill
everybody.

Police listened to the message
and could not understand any-
thing else the caller said.

Police searched the home and
found no bomb.

Underage arsonist

Canton police have again been
called to an arson fire which was
allegedly started by a Canton 6-
year-old.

Last week, 66-year-old man
who lives near the boy told police
the youngster had thrown gaso-
line on his car, then tossed a
match on it, causing $500 worth
of damage.

The week before, the young-
ster had admitted to intentional-
ly causing fire damage to anoth-
er neighbor’s house. He had told
police he was angry at his neigh-
bor and had intended to harm
him and his family, according to
police reports. v

Airport Open House

parking are free.

Featured guest: Canton resident and Air Force Lt.
Jason T. Nalepa will make an appearance Sunday
at the Oakland County International Airport
Open House. Nalepa, who works with pilots in T-
37 jet trainers, is a graduate of Plymouth Canton
High School (1995) and the U.S. Air Force Acade-
my (1999). The event, which runs 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
at the airport in Waterford, will include flight
simulators, plane rides, hot air balloon rides and
a variety of aircraft on dzsplay Admission and

Senior complex i puesr

“Then we all got together and

“decided we didn’t want to wait to

get them out,” Hauck said. “We’d
rather err on the side of safety. I
would want someone to do that
for my parents.”

Webb’s mother moved Satur-
day, before the Monday mght
evacuation.

“Mom knew last week about
the building problems, but there
were only two other ladies that
knew,” Webb said. “The thing
that really bothers me is that
none of the other residents
knew.” Webb’s mother heard
about the building’s problems
from a Sheldon Place manager
in the middle of last week.

Hauck told Webb’s mother and
a few other residents about the
building problems before the

_ official announcement.

“We had been discussing it in
the office, and it’s pretty open

around__h_ere,” she said. “A few
residents asked me questions
and I told them what was hap-
.pening and that we were lookmg
further into the problem.”
Monday afternoon, Hauck
made an announcement over the

‘building’s public address speak-

ers that the building would be
evacuated.

“We hoped to have everyone
out by midnight,” Hauck said. “I
told people they didn’t have to
-worry, and everything would be
fine even if T had to help them
pack myself.” .

Hauck said members of her
church, Tri-City Christian,
heard about the evacuation and
came to assist the residents in
the move.

More than half of the resi-
dents.are staying in a Canton
Holiday Inn. The rest are with
family or friends.

-said of her mother.
‘was in her apartment, she was

“They’re domg great ? Hauck
said of the residents that were
moved to the motel. “T'll be stop-
ping by every day and planning
activities for them. I'm the one
they see every day, and I'm the
one they trust, so I just have to
be there for them. They're my
family.”

Webb’s mother is trying to
adjust to leaving her home.

“She’s doing bétter now. At
least she’s sleepmg now,” Webb
“When she

scared the roof was going to fall
in on her.”

The building failed some
inspections when it was con-
structed three years ago, said
Webb. The township eventually
cleared the building for occupan-
cy.

- “My mother had given notice
to vacate the apartment she was

in at the time, and her move-in.
date kept getting pushed off:
because the building couldn’t:
pass inspections then,” Webb’
said. “I think (Sheldon Place.
management) has known all;
along there are problems

The bualdmg repairs should be"
complete in 30 to 90 days. o

“That’s what they're saying,.
but I think it’ll be longer than
that,” Webb said.

Hauck was reluctant to esti--
mate how long the investigation:
and repairs would take until
more study has been completed.

“The township and HUD and
NCR are working hand in hand
to help with this issue,” Hauck'
said. “They really care about all’
our residents. I couldn’t do this’
without them.”
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Glass painting workshop is clearly fun

Summit class: Loraine
Conn of Canton laughs
with Elaine Kushner
of Jo-Ann e.t.c. of West-
land during a glass
painting class at the
Canton Senior Center
at Summit on the Park
in Canton Monday.
Participants learned
the techniques of
painting designs on
glass, and Kushner
would later fire the
finished paintings so
they would be perma-
nent. At right, Michae-
line Hannum of Can-
ton paints a glass cof-
fee mug Hannum also
painted the bunny on
her visor, preferring
the design to the corpo-
rate logo that came
with it.

STAFF PHOTOS BY PAUL HURSCHMANN

Student count ;...

about 200 additional students,
which will help us with our bud-
ge .”

An increase of 200 students
would bring in an additional
$1.2 million in state foundation
grant money.

Currently, Discovery is the
largest of the five middle schools
with 901 projected students.
Central is next at 833.

The largest elementary schools
are Tonda with 629 students;
Bentley, 628; Field, 612; and
Dodson, 601.

- School board trustee Judy
Mardigian, who is a watchdog

Did you know?

B In the Children’s Library,
there are some 149 tiles painted
by Canton children adorning the
walls in the Reading Nook?

M The next Friends of the Can-

ton Public Library evening book
discussion will be at 7 p.m.,
Monday, Aug. 20? The title for
discussion is The Saving Graces
by Patricia Gaffney.
. M The library now offers an “e-
mail Basics” class? Sign-up
begins Aug. 20 and is for Canfon
residents only. ,

B The library has a Children’s
Garden maintained by the Can-
ton Kid’s Garden Club?

M Teens can register for back-
to-school crafts by calling Ste-
fanie at 397-0999? The first
eraft program is from 7-8:30
p.m., Thursday, Aug. 30.

Web watch

Check out these new Web
sites:

8 www.roadsideamerica.com
- M www.mda.state.mi.us/State-
fair
. M www.fueleconomy.gov

B www.getzips.com

B www.poetry-partal.com

‘The district has
stepped up and hired
more teachers... so that
the class sizes are opti-
mal for student
achievement.’

~Trustee Judy Mardigian |

“for elementary school class size,

is pleased that despite the dis-
trict’s growth, class size in the
early grades continues to drop.

Qand A :

Q: What is the meaning of the
art term picturesque?

A: It is a style of landscape
painting that flourished in the
late 18ilt aud cadly 19th cei-
turies. Picturesque landscapes
were somewhere between the
beautiful and the sublime - not
serene, not awe-inspiring, but
irregular, pleasing to the eye,
and full in interesting detail.
Picturesque painters included
the Englishman Thomas Girtin
and the Frenchman Gaspard
Dughet. The movement repre-
sents a stage between neoclassi-
cal regularity and Romantic pas-
sion.

Source: The Book of Answers
by Barbara Berliner

‘New CDs

H Reveal - R.E.M.

M Forever Changes - Love

B Time After Time - Eva Cas- -

sidy

New Fiction

W ] Wish I Had A Red Dress by
Pearl Cleage

M Dead Sleep by Greg lles

B The Fourth Hand by John
Irving

B Suzanne’s Diary For
Nicholas by James Patterson

M All The Finest Girls by
Alexandra Styron

M Next Of Kin by Joanna Trol-
lope

For teen readers .

B Surviving High School:
making the most of the high
school years by Mike Riera

W High School: the real deal
by Juliana Farrell & Colleen
Rush '

“The district has stepped up
and hired more teachers, consis-
tent with the increase in enroll-
ment, so that the class sizes are
optimal for student achieve-
ment,” she said. “The research
demonstrates that K-2 is where
you’ll get the greatest gain in
student achievement by having a
small class. And, coupled with
our really strong elementary
school teaching staff ... I'm
thrilled.”

Initial projections put the Ply-
mouth-Canton school district
population at 16,759 students.

W Middle School: the real deal
by Juliana Farrell & Beth May-
all

M ReWrite Right: your guide to
perfectly polished prose by Jan
X7~ :

P L0

¥ Nirilala

Picture Books for kids

B The Flea’s Sneeze by Lynn
Downey e

M Lisa’s Airplane Trip by Anne
‘Gutman

M Salt In His Shoes by Deloris
Jordan

B Ackamarackus: Julius
Lester’s Sumptuously Silly Fan-
tastically Funny Fables by Julius
Lester

M Philipok by Ann Keay Bene-
duce

W Silly Little Goose! by Nancy
Tafuri :

Hot Topic of the Week

W Parking Lot Repair! Please
bear with us as we complete the
last phase of our renovations,
the parking lot. After much test-
ing, it was determined that the
library has water under the lot,
and the only lasting solution was
a major overhaul to install ade-
quate drainage. During this pro-
ject, which should last two-three
months, sections of the parking
lot will be inaccessible. This
short-term delay means long-
term benefits. Thank you for
your cooperation and patience.

@ the Canton Library is com-
piled by Laura Dorogi of the
library staff. The library is at
1200 S. Canton Center. For more
information about library pro-
grams and services, call (734)
397-0999.

Area dancers score big
at international event

P

Shannon McGrath, Mary Pichi-.
ni, Teri Supanich, Amanda’ !
Kutek, Abby Theobald, Cynthia |
Koslosky, Laura Koslosky, Abbi.
Kuehn, Shannon McGinty, Meg: ik
Merrill, Elizabeth Monberg,
Alyssa Wood, Beth Wright and.
Dana Yordy. )
“It was a production number,
an eight-minute routine and
within each group there were;
three-four costume changes,”
said Simpson. “All 36 girls ended
up in Detroit Red Wing jerseys.
The crowd went wild and we got-
to show off our hometown.”
“Rockin’ in the U.S.A.” alse
was a finalist and first in age ‘
group, received a platinum’
medal and was first overall in’
junior'line in the finals.
The Awesome Use of Prop
Award went to “Me O’ Bamboo” '
in which the dancers — Lauren:
Crilley, Shannon Davis, Amy,
Hageman, Lindsey Hinderliter,
Lindsey Jones, Sara dJurek,.
Nicole Kaplan, Laura Koslosky,.
Shannon McGrath, Mary Pichi-
ni, Teri Supanich, Amanda
Kutek and Abby Theobald —
tapped danced with bamboo:
sticks, Simpson said. T
They also were finalists and.
first in their age group, received: &
a platinum medal and were first- L
overall in senior large group. ; a

Thirty-six dancers went to .
Elgin, Il11., for the recent Foot
loose International Dance Cham-
pionship and when the judges
were had made their decisions
final, the students at Pointe
Counterpointe Dance Center in
Garden City had plenty to be
happy about.

The dancers who come from
Garden City, Westland, Canton,
Redford, Dearborn and Dearborn
Heights and as far away as
Waterford, Clarkston and Mil-
ford, walked off with four first-
places, three second places,
three third places and one fifth
place in the overall competition,
not to mention four special
awards.

“We did very well,” said
instructor Becky Simpson who
received the Senior Choreogra-
phy Award for the “Me O’ Bam-
boo” dance routine. “We had at
least one number compete in
each category of each age group
(age 12 and under and age 13
and older) and each did some-
thing.”

In the first round, the dancers
took 11 gold and nine platinum
medals. The final day of competi-
tion was a dance-off in which
Pointe Counterpointe was repre-
sented by 11 dance routines.

“We were pleased because we

didn’t know what to expect,” said
Simpson.

Stacey Glumm of Garden City
put her best foot forward and
came away-the third runner-up
in the junior elite competition.
The 8-year-old also won a gold
medal and was first in her age
group for her performance, “Big
and Loud,” and received the Sen-
sational Smile Award.

The judges also selected “Prac-
tice, Practice, Practice,” per-
formed by Delaney Cieslak, Jay-
cie Giordano, Stacey Glumm,
Jessica Hasty, Abbi Kuehn,
Julia MeGinty, Shannon Mc¢Gin-
ty, Morgan Sayig and Dana
Yordy , as the most entertaining,
giving the dancers the Junior
Nova Entertainment Award.
They also received a gold medal
and were first in their age group
for their performance.

The Junior Costume Award
went to the group’s performance
of “Rockin’ in the U.S.A.” The
dancers included Blaise
Badynee, Alisha Baker, Alicia
Berger, Erin Berger, Colleen
Byrne, Delaney Cieslak, Lauren
Crilley, Shannon Davis, Jaycie
Giordano, Ryanne Giordano,
Stacey Glumm, Amy Hageman,
Jessica Hasty, Lindsey Hinder-
liter, Lindsey Jones, Sara Jurek,
Nicole Kaplan, Laura Koslosky,
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Patio Sets - Accessories
Umbrellas - Lamps - Benches
Bar Stools - Indoor Furniture
Wicker - Rattan - Sectionals

Sofas and Chairs

TOLL FREE
1-888-560-JIMS

AT HOME

NOVI/WIXOM 248-348-0090
48700 GRAND RIVER

BIRMINGHAM 248-644-1919
690 OLD S. WOODWARD

SHELBY TWP. 810-566-1829

LIVONIA 734-522-9200
| 14215 HALL RD.

29500 W. 6 MILE RD.

PRI A AL

EN]JOY

Prior sales excluded -

. PDF1063688
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Shopping center ;...

again until November, leaving
,those that remained in a half-
:empty strip mall.

Extended vacancies

., The building repairs took
_longer than anticipated.

~ “It’s not easy,” said the proper-
ty’s owner of the repair process,
Nick Tufenkjian. “Everybody
was worried at first, but it’s
worked out OK. Thank God
nobody got hurt. That’s the most

important thing.”

Tufenkjian’s insurance compa-
ny delayed payment and repairs

_ after the collapse, he said.

“Then we hired a contractor.
He was too busy and wouldn’t
come out for a month or so. He
didn’t understand we needed to
get those businesses open right
away. So we fired him,”
Tufenkjian said. “When we took
control of it and finished it right,
the rest went smoothly.”

The shopping center shops are
now 95 percent full, he added.

“The tenants are doing very
well and are very happy,”
Tufenkjian said.

However, when asked, tenants
shook their heads and refused to
comment on the repair project
and the pace at which the empty
stores were filled. Some refused
tc talk on the record about the
repairs and their relationship

We Accept

I~

N
™o ine Lol

45188 Ford Road (across from Meijer) »
open Mon.-Thurs. 11:30 am-9:30 pm; Frl, 11:30 am-11:00 pm; Sat. Noon-11:00 pm; Sun. Noon-10:00 pm;

with the property owner.

One thing they agreed upon
was the new neighbors are a
welcome sight.

Slow start

One of the first new businesses
to move in was House of Choice
butcher and grocery. The store
moved to Bob’s of Canton’s for-
mer location.

“It’s been a rough start for us,”
said Sherry Boji, who co-owns
the store with her husband.
“People come in even now and
say they can’t believe we've been
open since November because
they had no idea we were here.”

The Boji family has lived in
Canton for more than 15 years,
and when they heard the store
would be ready for a tenant, they
left their former store in-Dear-
born Heights to open shop up
shop in their home town.

“We used to shop at Bob’s,”
Boji said. “He had a great cus-
tomer base, and the place was
always busy. We thought after
the first year getting the busi-
ness off the ground we’d have it
made.”

Attracting customers has been
harder than she imagined.

“People who stopped coming to
the old store have found other
places to shop, and if they're
happy where they’re going, they

We've Celebrating Our 2 1st Anniversary,

and QOU Get The Gift...

Sze-Chuan’ S Fme Chmese Cuisine

Dine-in or Carry-out

Canton « 734-459-3960

won’t come back to shop here,”
Boji said. The Bojis have had
some luck attracting loyal cus-
tomers, but it’s been a learning
experience.

House of Choice will undergo a
second renovation in order to
offer customers more of what
they’re looking for, Boji said.

“We've learned a lot about
what people want. And what
they want is really good, fresh
meat at great prices. So we try to
keep our inventory down in
order to have the freshest meat.
We make our own salads from
scratch, but we try to keep just a
small selection so it’s all very
fresh, too.”

She added because the old
store was closed for so long peo-
ple assume it’s still closed. The
other shops that were ready in
the fall have only recently begun
to fill with tenants, so for
months after opening, Boji could
only reminisce about the high
volume of foot traffic her prede-
cessor had enjoyed.

New optimism

“For a long time we’ve been
the only people at this end of the
center,” she said. “But things are
looking up now. There are a lot
of new businesses moving in,
and that’ll be good for every-
body.” Boji cited a new tanning

g alcohol
Expires 8-31-01
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Shopping destination: Cars are once again filling the parkmg lot at the Golden Gate
Shopping Center, on Lilley south of Joy. The center was damaged when heavy snows

in January 1999 led to the collapse of a portion of its roof.

salon and the Box Depot, and
Blue Willow antiques as signs of
the center’s rebirth.

Just a stone’s throw from
House of Choice, Mike Bacon
was preparing his shop for open-
ing in early September.

Bacon and partner Tom Moody
are relocating their business,
Blue Willow Auctions Services
and antique store from down-
town Wayne to the Golden Gate
center.

“We’ve been doing this for
years, but we were ready for a

change,” Bacon said, wiping new

white paint from his fingers.
"“We used to only be able to

hold auctions once a month

. because we rented a hall to do it,

but here we can have them every
week,” he said. “I have a feeling
that it won’t take long before
this store is too small to hold
auctions, though, and we’ll just
have it open for the walk-in cus-
tomers.”

Bacen is optimistic about the
move, and hopes Canton area
shoppers will bring new life to

his longtime business.

“We’ll be selling a lot of the
same kinds of things we sell in
our store.now, like furniture,
pottery, a lot of miscellaneous
item. But we’ll also deal with
some higher end antiques and
consignments because Canton
customers would want that,”
Bacon said.

“Are we hopeful?” he said with
g g;'rin. “I guess so. We’d better

e.”

Model planes featured at show

%%TACY JENKINS
SJenkms@oe.homecom.m.net

It started as a 7-year-old boy’s
curiosity and fascination
spurred by an era of aviation
exploration in the late 1920s.

Now, 72 years later, Stan
Spiewak is still flying high and
is still a progressive thinker
when it comes to sending his
radio-controlled aircraft sailing
through the air.

The Redford resident is one of
about 150 members in the
Detroit Aero Modelers Radio
Control Club who will show off
their fancy flying work at the

11th annual Giant Size Air
Show and Fun Fly this weekend
at Rouge Park in Detroit. The
air field is located at the corner
of Joy Road and Spinoza, about
one mile east of Telegraph.

Known as a “Maverick” in the
hobby, Spiewak designs and
builds experimental and some-
what unconventicnal planes. His
“Flying Saucer,” for example
looks like a saucer and is built
out of Styrofoam.

His “Wind Bag” plane is a
cross between an airplane and a
parachute. It has a parafoil

. canopy that fills with air and

sends the aircraft gliding, with a

little help from its fuel-powered
motor.

“Fifty percent of the fun in
this hobby is building your air-
plane and the other 50-percent
is the fascination of flying your
creation,” Spiewak said.

Growing up, he was always
interested in technological
advancements and he said he’s
still amazed by the technology
in aviation today. He started
building planes as a boy with
balsa wood sticks and tissue
paper. They were known as

-R.O.G. planes, or Rise Off the

Ground planes.

We Just Added
577 Rooms To Your

Housel r

—mmﬂ—&—

*34.99 MOVE-IN
| PACKAGE INCLUDES

s

$34°°

Move-In

*August insuranceeAdministration Set-Up
Ask manager for details

* Balance of August Rent Free
¢ Clean, Safe and Dry
Move-in Kit Includes:

* Dust Cover

* Premium Lock
¢ Dry Air Trap
* Dry Air Refill

Expires Aug. 31

Special!

"2 FREE BOXES ,
Mmice AN
JYJIE I'WIN l
STOPPING IN |
MUST PRESENT |
. CQuPON. ]
FOR 2 MEDIUM BOXES
REDEEMABLE AT |
MICHIGAN AVE.

ONLY ,
WHILE SUPPLIES LAST |

45229 Michigan Ave. £53:11 3
Canfon, Mi 48188 | Wairesss

734.398.5416 TArxY

Sale ends August 19th,
so hutry in today.

MAKE YOURSELF AT HOME

We know our customers
want more than fine
craftsmanship and deep

luxurious comfort. You
also want a look that says

The Best Frice. The Best Service. Gruaranteed”
Thomasvilles | prevuve svstem

Your sales associate or another member of our friendly staff will help you with
PreVue, an easy-to-use computer system that allows you to see what your favorite

something about yourself
and your home. That's
why we offer the styles

d desi = sofas and chairs will look like in particular fabrics. The computer upholsters it for Slﬂi ’l o 3

and designs that turn s he ’ . : i .
you in various fabric selections, so you can see which fabrics work best for {Mi ch BAve g

ordinary furniture into you and your home, You can even take home print-outs of your favorites. Sfore bnly )

plush, beautiful master- if it's feeling a litle cramped around your place, come rent a piece of ours.

Shurgard has fons of room to store your exira furniture, seasonal things, or everyday
clutter. And smce our storage center is newy, the seiecflon of unit snzes will never be
better. So drop by Shurgard, and drop off your stuff.

SHURGARD!

S TORAGE

CANTON PLYMOUTH
27101 Haggerlty 41889 Joy Read
734.981.0300 734.459.2200

Want it in a jiffy? Of course you do!
And’ that's why we offer our QuickShip Program. When you
choose a QuickShip item, the Thomasvitle factory will ship it to
your retaiter within 3 days from receipt of your order!

For Thomasville and other fine collections,

N/ of Southgate
HOME FURNISHING DESIGNS

734.285.5454 « 14405 Dix, Southgate
(2 blocks North of Eureka Road) ,&

works that complement

the decor of any home.

*OF MSRR. W/DER & APP. CREDIT. WE WILL MATCH
ANY LOCAL COMPETITORS ADVERTISED PRICE. CANNOT
B COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS.

For exclusively Thomasville,
INE Leughlly,

HOME FURNISHINGS OF NOVI FURNISHINGS OF NOVI

248.344.2551 + 42200 Grand River; Novi
(5 blocks. East of Novi Rd.)

Hours:
M-F 9-5:30
Sat 9-4

POF1083397 L1082657
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Town hall work now pegged at $14 million

~‘Ofﬁcials: Expansion would meet Canton community needs for neXt 20 years

R

. "BY CAROL MARSHALL
STAFF WRITER
- emarshall@e.homecomm net

Canton officials last week took

& preliminary look at plans for
. an extensive expansion of the
" township’s municipal building.

The project would double the
size of the existing building and

" cost more than $14 million.
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- Three years ago, the township
appointed a committee to evalu-

"~ ate the need for the expansion
- and to consider what form the

expansion would take, said
‘Finance Director Tony Minghine
at a Township Board of Trustees
study session Tuesday. ’
“When we first started consid-
ering this at a staff level, the
project was much smaller, in the
$3 million - $4 million range,”
Minghine said after the meeting.
“This is certainly a huge depar-

. ture from where we started.”

The committee agreed if the
township expanded the building,
it would be in Canton’s best
interest to consider the commu-
nity’s needs 20 years into the
future.

“We thought if we're gomg to
do this, we should do it right,”
Minghine said. “We went
through the building space by
space and looked at every type of
job and what kind of space an
employee would need to do that
job or complete that task.”

The project would add 59,400
-square feet to the municipal
building and public safety
department at a cost of $14.61

) million.

Sticker shock

“If we had not gone through a
very scientific analysis of our

) _space requirements, this number

‘would be very suspect in my
mind,” said Municipal Services

" Director Aaron Machnik. “But

within a few short years this will

" be the space requirement.”

While the price tag sounds
high, Machnik said the building
has for 30 years been an inex-
pensive space because its con-
struction was paid for with fed-
eral grant money.

“This is a big number,” Mach-
nik said of the cost. “But you do
have to look at it from a taxpay-
er’s perspective. This is probably
the cheapest office space in the
township.”

Machnik said the time is
quickly approaching when lack
of space will dramatically reduce
efficiency and production in the
township offices.

If Canton is criticized for
extravagance on the project, it
wouldn’t be the first time, Mach-
nik said.

The township has been criti-
cized for spending on the Sum-
mit, Pheasant Bun golf course
and the Library, but after the
projects were completed, they
exceeded expectations, according
to Machnik,

“The residents of the commu-
nity have a degree of expectation
of quality,” so the township
offices should meet that expecta-
tion, he said.

Whistle Stop
auditions set

The Whistle Stop Players are
holding auditions for anyone age
5 and older for their production
of Charlie and the Chocolate
Factory.

Auditions are set for 6:30 p.m.
Sunday, Sept. 9 and again at
6:30 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 13.
The Plymouth Community Arts

Council’s Jennifer Tobin will

. -direct.

CRF R
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Potential actors should pick

- ‘one date and plan on being there

for the entire 90-minute audition

- 'workshop. A parent has to be
.- there to fill out paperwork at

6:30 p.m. No_preparatwn is nec-

“essary.

Participation fee is $125 for
merabers, due by rehearsal Sun-
day, Sept 23. A student mem-
bership costs $25 and is tax
deductible and good for one year.
Partial scholarships are avail-
able for those in need, and pay-
ment plans can be arranged No
refunds after Sept. 23.

Rehearsals will take place
Thursdays and Sundays from
6:30 to 8 p.m., and every night
Nov. 25-29. Two casts will divide
the performances.

Performances will be at the
PCAC, 774 N. Sheldon, at 7 p.m.
Nov. 30 through Dec. 2, and at 2
p.m. Dec. 2.

The production will also tour

_ local schools between Dee. 3-20.

Cozy quarters

Three years ago, when the
committee began discussing the
addition, Trustee Melissa
McLAughlin noted there was a
lot of space in meeting rooms
and storage in the building,
Minghine said.

“She asked, ‘If we had to,
couldn’t we put offices in those
spaces? and I laughed at her
and said we wouldn’t have to do

that,” Minghine said. “But in
those three years, we have
moved desks and people into
nearly every available space we
have.”

Besides adding space, one of
‘the building’s most obvious flaws
is the entrance. The largest
parking lot is closest to the
building’s west side doors, which
are really back doors. The front
door is situated closest to very
few under used parking spaces.

“We don’t know where the
front door is,” said Machnik. “It’s
very important for the customers
to not have to wonder where
they are when they walk in the
building.”

The committee also asked pro-
ject designers to provide a seam-
less addition, address parking,
make minimal changes to the
current building, meet Canton’s
standard for quality and
increase storage, according to

TMP Architecture senior vice
president David Larson.

The design Larson presented
enhances parking, particularly
at the south and east lots,
includes a contractor’s entrance,
provides a hallway between Pub-
lic Safety and the municipal
offices, and prominent glass
entryways reminiscent of the
future township performing arts
center in Cherry Hill Village,

If the township proceeds with

the project, it could be completed
early in 2004. Design and bid-
ding will take up to a year, and
construction will take about a
year and a half, said Machnik.

A portion of the project would
be paid for with public safety
department funds, part from the
water and sewer budget, and

part by township reserves.

Minghine predicted the town-
ship would borrow about half of
the money on a 20-year bond.

20 50% .FF TOREWIDE

GOING ON NOW THROUGH MONDAY

40% OFF

Large selection of women’s shoes from Candie’s, Steve Madden, Nine West
and White Mountain. Reg. 49.00-65.00, sale 29.40-39.00. i woMeN's SHOES.

SAVE 150.00

Choose from a great selection of the newest arrival of men’s suits.
Reg. 475.00-695.00, sale 325.00-545.00. w mens.

.

Hot Cotton 100% linen short-sleeve camp shirt and shim pull-on skirt.
Both sizes S-XL. Reg. 42.00, sale 25.20. i tADIES’ SPORTSWEAR.

exTRA 15

0% off men’s su'its sporicoats sma

valid friday, august 17 and saturday, august 18

1
1
EXCLUDES LEATHER, EVERYDAY LOW PRICE ITEMS, INTIMATE APPAREL, !
GREAT BUYS AND WATCHES IN FINE JEWELRY AND SPECIAL ORDERS. CAN- 1§
NOT BE COMBINED WiTH OTHER COUPONS OR SPECIAL OFFERS. MUST PRE- :

i
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PARISHN
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SALE 24.99

Girls’ Mudd, l.e.i. and Zana-Di denim jeans and twill pants.
Reg. 34.00, sale 24.99. i cHitorens.

0°/o OFF

%

ny single sale item

SENT COUPON FOR SAVINGS. NOT VALID ON PREVIOUSLY PURCHASED ITEMS.

AUGUST 20

OFF*

[Telectrics and shoes

D E F E R R E D B l L LI N G Make no payments for 90 days when you use your Parisian credit card!

YOU'RE SOMEBODY SPECIAL

CALL 800-424-8185 TO ORDER ANYTIME. STORE HOURS: Laurel Park Place (953-7500) open Sun.12-6, Mon.-Sat. 10-9. FOR INFORMATION call 953-7500.

CHARGE IT: Parisian Credit Card, MasterCard, Visa, the American Express® Card or Discover®.
LOCATED AT LAUREL PARK PLACE IN LIVONIA, CORNER OF NEWBURGH ROAD AND SIX MILE ROAD (TAKE THE SIX MILE ROAD EXIT. OFF INTERSTATE 275).

T PRF1061616
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~ Michael Pilotto, 23, is the
Canton Observer’s Carrier of the
Month for August. He is the son
&f Joseph and Elizabeth Pilotto,
]@e hag three brothers, Michael,
25, Matthew, 18 and Mark 16

nd two sisters, Michele, 25, and
glarllyn, 22,

. He is a special education stu-
aent at Western Wayne Skill
Center He has worked at Papa
Romanos for 8 years and would
like to work at a hotel someday.
He enjoys working at Bush’s
. gvxth on the job site training. He
has won many medals for Spe-
¢ial Olympics, student of the
month and was the Carrier of
the Year two years ago.

¢ He likes the route because it is
eIose to home and the neighbors
all know him so he féels safe
aehvermg He feels that he has
iearned organization, looking
‘shead to see what materials he
will need in advance and mak-

L
15

CARRIER OF THE MONTH: CANTON

‘Michae!l Pilotto

ing sure his route is done when
he is on vacation.

Being an Observer carrier has
given him the feeling of having
the opportunity to make your
own money and dealing with the
public.

l}‘ you want to be a Canton Observer carrier, please call 591-0500

E)ar show benefits Meals effort

: Maple Manor Retirement
Community and Wayne County
Meals on Wheels will hold a
Maple Manor Classic Car Show
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Sunday, Sept.
16.

. During the car show, radio sta-
tion WOMC will broadcast live
o announce the festivities. The
gavent which will be held in

le

00

Maple Manor’s parking lot in
Wayne, is free of charge.

Refreshments will be served.
All proceeds will be used to pur-
chase additional meals for home-
bound seniors.

For information, call Bryan
Neal or Jennifer Finley at (734)
727-0440.

orwardg

he Millennium Staff (left to right):
fre(! R.Ph. (formerly ofd B)eyer Drugs -

Ann Arbol

arole (20 years service at Beyers)
Steve R.Ph. (new kid on the block)

Inside Be?/er Drug Store I

At Main & Mill

(734) A51-5009
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FREDERICK H. LANE Il

Services for Frederick Lane,
45, of Canton were held Aug. 14
at First United Methodist
Church in Plymouth with the
Rev. Dean Klump officiating.
Burial was at Evergreen Ceme-
tery in Eastham, Conn.

Mr. Lane was born Dec. 1,
1955 in New Haven, Conn. and
died Aug. 11 in Livonia. He was
an adjunct professor at the Uni-
versity of Michigan and at East-
ern Michigan University. Before
becoming a professor he was a
United Church of Christ minis-
ter.

He graduated from Suffield
Academy in 1975 and Lawrence
University in 1979. He graduat-
ed from Andover Newton Semi-
nary in 1986 with a Masters of
Divinity and a Doctorate in
1991. He also earned a masters
degree from the University of
Michigan. He was a member of
First United Methodist Church
in Plymouth, He moved to the
Canton community in 1996 from
Plymouth, where he had lived
since 1994. He was raised in
Weathersfield, Conn. He
enjoyed refurbishing his home
and loved to sail.

Mr. Lane was preceded in
death by his father, Frederick H,
Lane, Jr.

Survivors include his wife,
Margaret of Canton; son,
Andrew J. Lane of Canton;
mother, Mildred K. Lane of
Glastonbury, Conn; sister,
Megan (Paul) Lane McGuirk of

ping
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“On The

Spol”

*We will be hafppy to transfer your

prescription
¢ Call in your prescription refills
24 hours a day.
*Free Delivery (limited area)

rom any pharmacy.

*Free Vitamins or Aspirin
with new or transferred prescription
*Medical/Convalescent Equipment

Rentals

*The Friendliest pharmacy m town.
Come in and see for yourself.

Street ¢ Plymouth

154, 00 OFF

PRESCRIPTION i

Any new or transfered 5rescnpt;on

Expires Dec.31,
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At The Harl)ors, we offer

| your parent a great new fife. |

At The Harbors, we've created a warm, caring environment
with the accent on living, It’s an environment in which your
parent can live securely and comfortably while enjoying all
of the activities and social events that we have to offer. i

We can tailor a care program that’s just right for your
" parent’s needs. And if your parent is concerned about moving
into a community like ours, consider our Stay & Play Program which will give
your parent a chance to live and make friends at The Harbors without moving
furniture or ma.kxng a long term commitment.

Make an appointment to visit The Harbors. Meet our staff and talk to our
residents. Help your parent take the first step to a great new life.

Independence

Village

&

l’[ymouth

Assisted Living with the Accent on Living.
- 14707 Northville Rd. * Plymouth, MI 48170 * 734-453-2600

EOUAL HOUSHG
OPPORTUKIY
PDFL1061588
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* I PLANET OF THE APES (PG-13)

] these handheld creations with a

Redding, Conn.; and in-laws,.
Roy (Henrietta) Jacobsen of
Appleton, Wis.

Memorial contributions may
be made to EZlink, ¢/o Margaret
Lane, 44555 Penny Ct., Canton,
MI 48187.

Arrangements made by
Schrader-Howell Funeral Home.

ROBERT GORDON HURT

Services for Robert Hurt, 55,
of Van Buren Township were
held Aug. 7 at Vermeulen
Funeral Home with the Rev.
William C. Moore officiating.
Burial was at Parkview Memori-
al Cemetery in Livonia.

Mr. Hurt was born May 9,
1946 in Detroit and died Aug. 2
in Van Buren Township. Mr.
Hurt, formerly of Canton,
enjoyed hélping people who were
in need. He was a 1964 gradu-
ate of Riverside High School in

‘Dearborn Heights and was a fan

of “doo-wop” music. He enjoyed
computers, and had taken com-
puter training at Schoolcraft
College. He and his wife,
Stephanie, had been “best
friends” for 13 years.

He was preceded in death by
his father and mother, Robert L.
(Elizabeth) Hurt; brother, Gary
Mark Hurt; and grandson, Rob-
bie Lee Riddle.

Survivors include his wife,
Stephanie Hurt of Van Buren
Township; son, Robert Hurt, II
of Maryland; daughter, Yvonne
(Jared) Olson of Maine; sister,
E’Lani (Ralph) Baird of Mary-
land; brother, Bey L. (Terry)
Hurt of Tecumseh; granddaugh-
ters, Heather Lynn Hurt, Eliza-
beth Rose Hurt and Kristin Rid-

CANTON 6

$4.75 Kids & Senlors all shovis 981-1900
' $5.50 DAILY Matiness i Apm

$8.78 Students & Late Show Fri & Sat
$7.00 Evenlngs Mon ~Thurs BETRRN Ati23
DIGITAL STERED

Unlimlted Free Drink & .25¢ Corn Refilis

Deluxe Air Hockey Tabie
MOVIE GUIDE

i”%{ﬁ A FAREOE RIGS
SHOWTIMES 6/12 - 8/16

Ld &3 AMERICAN PIE 2 (R)

Ll 11:50, 2:05, 4:40, 7:10, 9:50

LT ORUSHHOUR 2 (PG-13)

L1 11:15, 1:15, 3:15, 5:15, 7:30, 9:30

=1 CIPRINCESS DIARIES (PG)

1130, 1:55, 4:20, 6:40, 9:00

%11:20, 1:40, 4:10, 6:50, 9:20
™ AMERICA'S SWEETHEARTS (PG-13)
12:00, 2:15, 4:30, 7:00, 9:10
JURASSIC PARK Hl (PG-13)
12:15, 2:30, 5:00, 7:20, 9:40

1 Bag of Buttery Popcorn
1_oneperad @ Canton 6 'oc-m
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by Steve Mansfield

SMALL
WONDERS

In this electronic age. we mav
learn something from the Victorians,
who combined the scent and beauty
of flowers and herbs with language to
elevate small bouquets to a mode of
communication.  These  small
bouquets, called tussie-mussies,
come in a variety of shapes, all small
enough to be held in your hand, The
Victorians imbued each flower in

meaning that was intended to make
a statement. For instance, heavenly-
scented freesia conveys innocence,
while yellow roses mean friendship.
Whatever the intended message, be
sure that there is an overall balance
of color and texture in the bouquet,
and use herbs and filler (such as ivy)
to fill out the shape.

Nature often speaks louder than
words, so why not say it with flowers?
At HEIDE'S FLOWERS & GIFTS
located at 995 W. Ann Arbor Trall,
Plymouth, we would be glad to help
you pick the perfect flowers for any
occasion. Worldwide wire service is
available, and your satisfaction is
always assured. To  place
your order by phone, call 453-5140,
or visit our website at
www heldesflowers.com. Since
1899, we have been dedicated to
providing quality and service to our-
community, Look for our next article
in two weeks.

HINT: In the Victorian ianguage of
flowers, roses can convey everything

from love to beauty to congratulations,

L1058799

dle; and grandsons Harley Rid-
dle, Kyle Riddle, and Thomas
Allen,

Memorial contrlbutlons may
be made to the American Heart
Association Midwest Affiliate,
Dept. 77-3968, Chicago, IL
60678-3958.

Arrangements made by Ver-
meulen Funeral Home.

CHARLOTTE ELTON

Services for Charlotte Elson,
94, will be held Aug. 22 at the
R.G. & G.R. Harris Funeral
Home in Livonia.

She was a resident of Ply-
mouth since 1945. She was
active up to age 93 in bowling
and social activities. She had a
great love of horses and riding.

Survivors include daughter
Doris J. Abrams; son William
Hall; seven grandchildren and
11 great-grandchildren.

Memorial contributions may
be made to the Alzheimers Asso-
ciation,

Arrangements made by R.G. &

' G.R. Funeral Home.

AGNES M. JASWICK

Services for Agnes M. Jaswick
(aka Agnes M. Marshall), 85, of
Canton were held Aug. 3 at St.
John Neumann Catholic Church

- with the Rev. George Charnley

officiating. Burial was at Leland
Cemetery in Northfield Town-
ship.

Mrs. Jaswick was born April
20, 1916 in Detroit and died July
24 in Superior Township. She
was the owner of the Farms Del-
icatessen in Grosse Pointe
Farms. She was a past presi-
dent of Soroptimiist Internation-
al of Grosse Poirite. She was
also a 15-year member of the
Board of Directors of American
Fellowship Mutual Insurance
Company. She was a member of
St. John Neumann Catholic -
Church.

She was preceded in death by
her sister, Ruth J. Beels.

Survivors include her hus-
band, John J. Jaswick of Canton;
and several nieces and nephews.

ANNE BOWHALL

Services for Anne Bowhall, 86,
of Plymouth were held Aug. 15
at the Schrader-Howell Funeral

‘Home with the Rev. Jennifer

Saad officiating. Burial was at
Oakland Hills Cemetery in Novi.
Mrs. Bowhall was born June

19, 1915 in Owosso and died
Aug. 12 in Ann Arbor, She loved
her family. She was a loving
mother, grandmother, great-
grandmother and great-great-
grandmother.

‘She was preceded in death by
her husband, Knapp Bowhall,
and husband, Fred Ward.

Survivors include daughter,
Barbara Dougherty of Plymouth;
grandchildren, Lori (Lester) Vin-
cent of Howell, Scott (Jean)
Dougherty of Waterford, and
Wendy Dougherty of Plymouth;
great-grandchildren, Jason
(Michelle) Vincent of Whitmore
Lake, Geoffrey Vincent of How-
ell, and Eric (Sarah) Vincent of
Cape Coral, Fla.; great-great-
grandchildren Wesley Vincent
and Emily Vincent,

HANNAH MARY MONTGOMERY
YAHNE
Services for Hannah Yahne,

_ 85, of Alpena were held Aug. 11

in Alpena with words of memori-
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am from her son and music by .
her daughter and great-grand-
daughters.

Mrs. Yahne was born Jan. 3,
1916, in Highland Park and died
Aug. 10 in Alpena. She attended
the University of Michigan. She
served her community as a
Christian Science Reader and
Practitioner. She married in
1939 and moved to Northville
where she taught for Northville
Public Schools.

She enjoyed trips to Ireland
and Alaska with her sister. She
was a member of Northville
Women’s Club and the Book
Club. Her church community
was in Plymouth for all her
adult life until 1995 when she
moved to Alpena. She was .
warmly welcomed into this com-
munity by the members of the
First Congregational Church.

Survivors include son, William
(Nancy) Yahne of Alpena;
daughter, Carolina (William)
Zimmer of Albuquerque; grand-

| daughters, Elizabeth (Martin)

Skiba of Alpena, Deborah .
(Daniel) Tibbals of Rogers City
and Lora (Martin) Edmondson of
Glendale, Ariz.; grandson, Paul
Zimmer of Chicago; great-grand-
children, David, Brian and :
Danielle Tibbals; Lauren and
Arlis Edmondson; and Hannah,
Emily and Noah Skiba; sister,
Jessie Liddle of Dearborn and
sister-in-law, Almeda Morrison
of Grand Rapids.

Memorial contributions may
be sent to First Church of
Christ, Scientist, 1100 West Ann
Arbor Trail, Plymouth, MI 48170
or to the First Congregational
Church of Alpena.

Arrangements made by Ban-
nan Funeral Home.

GLENNA C. DAVIS

" Services for Glenna Davis, 55,
of Northville were held Aug. 15
at Casterline Funeral Home
with the Rev. William Dewitt
officiating.

Mrs. Davis was born Sept. 4,
1945 in St. Thomas, Ontario and
died Aug. 11 in Northville, She
had been a resident of Northville
since 1978. She graduated from
FEastern Michigan University
and worked 12 years as a Skills
Enhancement Teacher for Ford
Motor Company.

She was a member of the Uni-
versalist Unitarian Church of
Farmington. She was a charter
member of the National Organi-
zation for Women, President of
Michigan Homemakers for
Equal Rights, Michigan Chair-
woman of Ovarian Cancer
Alliance, Gilda’s Club; President
of Silver Springs PTA, 12 years
on the Northville School Board,
including two terms as president
and {wo terms as vice president.

Survivors include htishand,
John Davis of Northville; daugh-
ters Christie (Dean) Kendall of
Canton and Rachel (David)
Dewitt of Plymouth; son, Adam
Davis of Plymouth; grandchil-
dren, Keegan and Logan
Kendall; brothers, Owen
Christie of Brownstown and
Ryan Christie of Arizona.

Memorial contributions may
be made to University of Michi-
gan Cancer Center-Development
Office, 1500 East Medical Center
Drive, Ann Arbor, MI 48109-
0759.
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ngh spendmg school districts want relief

BY MIKE MALOTT .
HOMETOWN NEWS SERVICE
mmalott@homecomm.net

There is no doubt that Propos-
al A — the 1994 ballot question
approved by Michigan voters to
shift financing of school districts
from property taxes to the sales
tax — has done well by most stu-
dents in this state.

At the time, about 150 school
districts in Michigan were
spending less than $4,200 per
year to educate each child. A few
spent amounts closer to $2,000
per student per year. Today, no
district gets less than $6,300 per
student, and the figure is sched-
uled to rise to $6,500 next year.

But high-spending school dis-
tricts are getting pinched, said
State Rep. Patricia Godchaux, R-

Birmingham. Costs continue to .

climb for these districts while
Proposal A limits their ability to
bring in new revenue.

“It now takes us five years to
generate the revenue adjustment
that we used to get in a single
year,” said Gary Doyle, superin-
tendent of Bloomfield Hills
schools. “We average 1.6 percent
per year ... Let me tell you, our
expenses are going up a lot
faster-than 1.6 percent.”
 Of the 30 high-spending school
districts in the state, all but two

are now into deficit spending, -

Doyle said. Those districts are
dipping into fund balances to
_pay for programming. And when
those fund balances are gone,
the only way districts will be
able to balance their budgets will
be to cut programs or cut staff,
he said.

Godchaux has introduced leg-
islation, House Bill 4917, that
would allow these school dis-
tricts to seek more money from
taxpayers by going to the local
ballot box. The proposal would
allow districts to ask voters for
increases in local property tax
rates to produce per-pupil spend-
ing up to the amount spent by
~ the highest-level districts. The
minimum per-pupil spending
statewide is now set at $6,300
per year; Bloomfield Hills is the
top-spending school district, allo-
cating more than $11,400 for
each student annually.

“We told communities
(through Proposal A) that if you
don’t like the standard that the
state of Michigan puts out there
and your community wants
something higher than that
standard, sorry, you can’t have
it,” Godchaux said. “Thisg is an
enhancement. If they can’t con-
vince the community to pass
that millage, then it is no skin
off of anyone’s back.”

Districts would be allowed to
ask for tax increases just once a
year, during regularly scheduled
school elections, she explained.

Not everyone thinks it is a
good idea. Gov. John Engler, a
key advocate of Proposal A back
in 1994, opposes such a change.

Proposal A is accomplishing its
goals, said Engler spokeswoman
Susan Shafer. It provided prop-
erty tax relief, increased financ-
ing for schools at the bottom of
the spending spectrum, increas-
ing minimum per-pupil finane-
ing by more than $3,000 per stu-
dent and helped reduce the gap
between the highest-spending
school districts and the lowest.

At the time of the passage of
Proposal A, the highest districts
were spending three times what
the lowest districts were. Today,

the difference has been narrowed

to 2-to-1.

- With thoda enccasses, Engler
believes that now is not the time
for change for Proposal A, Shafer
said.
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B ‘We told communities (through Proposal A) that
if you don’t like the standard that the state of
Michigan puts out there and your community

wants something higher than that standard, sorry, |

you can’t have it. This is

an enhancement. If they

~can’t convince the community to pass that mil-

lage, then it is no skin off of anyone’s back.’
State Rep. Patricia Godchaux

R- Bzrmmgham

Patrick And’erson, of the Lans-
ing-based Anderson Economic

. Group and an early proponent of

Proposal A, is also leery of God-
chaux’s proposal although he
said he has yet to analyze the
specifics of her plan.

"He wants to assure that voters
“continue to get what they bar-
gained for.” When voting to
accept Proposal A in 1994, voters
traded an increase in sales
taxes, from 4 percent to 6 per-

cent, in return for reductions in

property taxes for school opera-
tional expenses. He warns
against allowing property taxes
to begin increasing again while
‘the increased sales tax is still in
effect.

Reducing the disparity
between the highest-spending
and lowest-spending districts
was part of the plan, Anderson
said, limiting the growth of the
high-level districts and increas-
ing spending among the lowest.

Drive responsibly
Call with cars,

Avoiding having districts go to

the ballot box repeatedly with

‘requests for voter approval of tax
increases was part of the intent.

Former state representative
Barbara Dobb, now a CPA in
Commerce Township, agrees
that limiting the growth of the
top-spending school districts to
let low-spending districts catch
up was indeed part of the plan.
Dobb helped write the wording
of the Proposal A constitutional
amendment during her time in
the state House of Representa-
tives. .

“This was not an unintentional
consequence,” she said. “It was
the intention of the members of
the committee — not my inten-
tion but others on the committee
— that the school districts at the
top of the funding would not
grow until the schools at the bot-
tom caught up. ... The animosity
toward these schools with s0
much money to spend on their

1800.2 JOIN IN

verizonwireless.com

kids was so prevalent in the leg-
islature.
argue the case for schools that
are spending in excess of $10,000
per pupil.”

Dobb supports Godchaux’s
move to allow higher-spending
districts to ask for a tax increase
to stay up with inflation.

“We are responding to the
desires of the community,” God-
chaux said.

“Parents want their children
to be competitive. In my district,
I know of two private schools
that charge their parents almost
twice as much as the public
schools spend to educate chil-
dren. ... We are talking about
school districts that will die like

that when parents decide that it .

is worth it to them to take their
kids someplace else and pay
twice as much as they are
already paying in taxes to get
those kids educated.”

Anderson disputes that. He
contends that most private
schools spend much less than
public schools, on'a per-pupil
basis, to educate their children.
Most spend about half, at a level
of $3,000 per year, he contended.
He said he is aware of only one
private school statewide that
outspends public schools on a
per-pupil basis.

House Bill 4917 has been
referred to the House Tax Policy

Committee for consideration. It .

has yet to receive a hearing, but
Godchaux hopes her colleagues
will take up the bill this fall.
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Cherry Hill

store plan

a super-sized mistake

It just sounds wrong.

And no matter how hard we envision
the most committed developer and the
most talented architects applying their
skills, we can’t make the proposed super-
market in Cherry Hill Village sound like
anything more than a whopping mistake,

This is an example of Canton’s vaunted
“thinking outside the box?” Sounds more
like desperate investors thinking about
big boxes, to us. Please, use some of that
creativity that was packaged neatly with
all those other promises about Cherry
Hill Village, the townshjp’s dive into new
urbamsm

Developers and retailers can cite all
the market studies they choose about
buying habits and the fact that area resi-
dents prefer cat food and bulldmg sup-
plies in the same location as fruits and
vegetables. We remind them that Cherry
Hill Village was supposed to break the
mold, not conform to it.

If it’s got to be about food, how about a
smaller, upscale grocery store like West-
born Market or Nino’s or the Plymouth
Marketplace? You know, the stores that
flourish in every other community with
the same demographics as ...Canton.

Canton Center road work
shows cooperation is key

Quite often, we use this space to
bemoan Canton’s roads. Too much traffic,
not enough pavement, poorly timed sig-
nals, bad driver behavior — readers know
the dnli all too well.

Not today. -

Instead, the Observer offers a well
deserved pat on the orange vest to the
Wayne County construction crews who
have toiled on Canton Center Road this
long, hot summer. Their work — coupled
with cooperation from township officials
~ made it possible for the main north-
south artery to reopen to traffic crossing
Ford Road last week, some two weeks
ahead of schedule.

It’s a scenario we wouldn’t have
dreamed possible a few years ago, when
the township and county were regularly
at odds ovér anything and nearly every-

“thing,

With the bridge reconstruction fin-
ished, a2 major headache has been
removed for local drivers. Add to it the

newly-opened stretch of Morton Taylor
(between Warren and Ford) and driving
from the north end of Canton to Michi-
gan Avenue and beyond is.a smoother
trip than any time in recent memory.

The quick work fand dry ‘weather) cer-
tainly bodes well for the rest of the Can-
ton Center project, which will widen the
road to five lanes between Ford and War-
ren at its completion this fall, It will
match the five lanes that run south from
Ford to just below Cherry Hill that were
finished in 2000,

Two solid lanes of new pavement on
the southbound side should be finished
by this week, according to John Roach,
spokesman for the county road depart-
ment. Traffic will shift to those lanes by
the end of the month so workers can lay
concrete on the northbound side.

If drivers continue to go with the flow
{and take it slow), construction crews
should be able to finish the job safely and
on time — a benefit for all.

Greater airport oversight
needed at county level

Magic is coming to Wayne County in
January.

" That’s when the new Edward H. McNa-

mara Midfield Terminal opens at. Detroit

Metropolitan Airport.

At that time all the complaints abou’c
Third World service, cost overruns, ques-
tionable contracts, nepotism and crony-
ism will disappear out of sheer gratitude
that Southeast Michigan will at last have

a “world-class” airport facility. . :

Don’t believe in maglc‘? No we don’t
either.

County Executive McNamara and his
political allies in the Michigan Legisla-
‘ture have the same response to any com-
plaints about airport operations: It’s just
politics. The Republicans are out to
destroy the traditional Democratic Party
base by going after the popular and pow-
erful McNamara.

This was the response last week to
GOP feelers about a regional airport
authority. Democrats argue, with some
justification, that any move to change the
management of the airport will in turn
change the political equation.

Ken Brock, an aide to state Sen. Bur-
ton Leland, D-Detroit, says “They
(Republicans) have systematically
attempted to unravel the entire Democ-
ratic Party.”

Strong words. But Republican legisla-
tors, led by state Sen. Glenn Steil of
Grand Rapids, have been relentlessly
pursuing every minutiae of information
about airport operations and have yet to
find anything other than ineptitude, inat-
tention to detail and minor favoritism.

But, whatever the motivations of.

Republlcan legislators, they have raised
some troubling questioms about airport
operatlons, contract allocations and hir-
ing practices.

And the troubles continue. A recent
audit of the airport’s Noise Mitigation

Program shows that county officials have -

mismanaged the $58-million program to
soundproof houses around the airport.
The federal government instituted a
freeze on federal funds because of allega-

tions of possible fraudulent activity by
~ about past operations.

contractors. The audit shows that the

cost to insulate homes around Metro Air-
port averaged $40,000 compared to
$27,000 per house for similar pro;ects
around other airports.

County Commissioner John Sullivan,
D-Wayne, said many people who signed
up for the program four or five years ago
“haven’t heard a word since.”

Last week, Sullivan said the County
Commission Special Task Force that he
chairs is close to recommending a com-

Government Operations are sup-
posea to De done w:rn ruii punuc
disclosure.

plete overhaul of the noise mxtzgatlon
program. Great!

It is time for the county commission,
which has only one Republican member,
to take a more active role in oversight of
airport operations. If the state Democrat-
ic Party wants to aveid a fierce partisan
attack, perhaps it’s time for the duly
elected and predominantly Democratic
county commission to step up to its
responsiblity and clear up. all the ques-
tions regarding airport operations.

Government operations, including the
letting of contracts, the hiring of man-
agers, the oversight of outside contrac-
tors are supposed to be done with full
public disclosure. The County Executive
does not have carte blanche to do as he
wants with public money.

Many times when airport officials have
been questioned about problems they've
responded that no local tax money was
involved. But, in fact, federal funds, air-
port fees and even private investment

that is then passed on to fliers are de

facto local tax money. Excessive cost
overruns, shoddy werkmanship, inept

-management and bad service are public

concerns. :

If the county (and the Democratic
Party) doesn’t want to lose control of the
airport to a regional authority, it’s past
time that they began running it properly
and clearing up any misperceptions

‘ hometdwnnéwspapers.net
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MEANWHILE, AT SUMMIT

THIS \S WiTHouT
A DOUBT THE
STRANGEST WALK

N DEQ chief should
resign |

I am writing concerning the state-

“ment by Mr. Ndukwe of the Michigan

State Department of Environmental
Quality concerning the safety of the
land site at Freedom Hill County Park
in Macomb County.

He says that the location is safe —he

also said that when he says that, he

puts it in quotation marks — because
there is work to be done — whatever

that means.

What he is saying is that exposure to
lead dust at 381 parts per billion is
safe. What is generally accepted as
safe (as if exposure to lead dust is
acceptable) is 4 parts per billion.

In my opinion, it is time for Mr.
Ndukwe to take the lead in the Michi-
gan Department of Environmental
Quality and surrender his post. If not,
1 suggest that he be dismissed nnmedl—
ately. :

These are the remarks of a man
who, is, apparently, very happy to
make a quick buck at the expense of
taxpayers, but when it comes down to
saying what needs to be said, he is
more than happy to hide the people
responsible. There is a playground and
park built upon a hazardous waste
dump. I would like to take this time to
say that I am complaining about that
fact, perhaps then the Public Health

| Department in Macomb County will

wake up.

Children were encouraged to play in
this area, and local government offi-
cials encouraged adults for some years
to come to this filthy locatlon and take
their leisure.

The prithary cause of lead poisoning
is from tiny particles of lead. What Mr.
Ndukwe is saying is that lead dust is
not poisonous. Lead has been removed
from household paints since 1978, and
was forbidden in paint in France prior

" to 1920. Lead poisoning affects adults

as well as children.
Mhn AMAnnmabls Macdee Dacden hamawd
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has hired a consultant, who at a fat
fee, has determined what the cost
would be for clean up, and they are to
meet with state of Michigan, which, for
a fat fee, has paid for an assessment to
the cost for the clean up.

I feel that this should cease 1mmed1- -

ately, and the Michigan Department of
Environmental Quality removed from
these proceedings immediately — they
are, after all, the ones that caused

this.

I have written in the past concerning
the dangers posed by the Michigan
Department of Environmental Quality
and now we see them come to light all
too quickly, and in.a disgusting man-
ner. These people are poisoning our
children, our water, our air — they are
regulating our natural resources into
money pits, that are all too often filled

with poison. v v
Alfred Brock
Canton

B Water follies

I agree with the general idea of con-
servation and the specific application
of water and other natural resource
restrictions when needed. However,
two glaring ¢ontradictions (almost
paradoxes) come to mind. First, who -
monitors the “good ol’ boys” in the
Canton township Board of Trustees
and threatens them with fines of up to

$500 or imprisonment of up to 90 days
when they blatantly ignore their own
rules; a drive along many city main-
tained and daily water drenched
avenues including most of Ford Road
would argue strongly against their

-case. Really, why aren’t they required

to follow the same important restric-
tions imposed on their constituents?
Second, why is there a probiem in

the first place? Simply stated, it’s one
they’ve caused by allowing the unre-
stricted overbuilding without guaran-.
teeing a basic infrastructure of water,
sewage system, energy supply, and
roads. What's the dollar and time
penalty set on this other crime (or at
least grand shame) committed by our
community leaders and “planners”
against us? The only city plan seems
to be complete coverage of every exist-
ing square inch in Canton with new
homes and other buildings that bring
them more tax revenue, but bring us
less support and more difficult,
increasingly penalty-laden, and water-
restricted lives.

Wayne Wolﬁeon, M.D.

Canton

B Water crimes

How come when everyone in the

_ Detroit area is on an even/odd water-

ing schedule, I drive down Ford road —

from Lilly to I-275 — every morning,

and the local businesses are all water-
ing their lawns. Every morning.

Not only the lawns, but they are
watering the road also. Am I missing
something here? Shouldn’ they be
subject to tickets?

Canton

B Thanks for help

On Sunday, Aug. 12'around 9:30
a.m. I was involved in a car accident
on Geddes and Canton Center roads.
Thankfully neither the dviver nor T
were seriously injured.

I feel that I need to thank all the

. people who stopped at the scene to

offer their help..

I was impressed by how little time
it took the Canton police, emergency
crew as well as the fire department to
arrive at the scene. They were helpful
and polite. My thanks to all of the good
people who made a traumatlc incident
less stressful. -

Canton should be proud of its c1t1-
zens as well as all the fine depart-
ments who serve the public.

Again, my thanks to all of you.

S. Donnelly

B Keep U.S. strong

Americans are addicted to peace.
Scott Heinzman’s Aug. 2 editorial is ~
just like many liberals’ world view -
paved with good intentions that would
lead us to ruin. Heinzman writes that
our nation is addictéd to warfare.

It’s my duty to attack most of the
arguments made by Hemzman He
writes:

B It’s misleading to call U.S. mili-
tary expenditures “defense spending,”
since there is no single nation on the
planet that would attack us.

If there is no nation on Earth willing

" to attack the United States (and I

believe there is), then it very well
could be because of our defense spend-

forces.

Les Koltvedt v n, .
- Cherry Hill. We have given up enough! °

ing: Of course, many regional alliances'
exist that have combined strengths
greater than that of the U.S. armed.

B China is not a serious threat to -
the United States. o

‘China has the largest population ~
and the largest army — in the world.
The United States would have to mobl-
lize every man, woman and child in
America to fight a conventional war
against China. Becauseé our nuclear
forces are so massive, China would
never consider nuclear conflict.

B We are at peace. Historically,
peacetime means cutting (military)
spending.

The standing Army of the United
States is literally half of what it was
during the war with Iraq.

B We see ourselves as the guys in
white hats. In many cases, we are the =
global bullies.

I recently returned from Bosnia
where I deployed with my Army :
Reserve unit. Before the United States
Army arrived, “ethnic cleansing” was
honed to a science.

B Our priorities need to be recali-
brated. As Nobel Peace Prize winner

. Oscar Arias suggests, “Our priorities

must be reoriented from national secu-
rity to human security.”

The United States of Amenca pro-
tects more people around the world
every day than any other republic in
the history of mankind.

Doug Dankworth
Livonia
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W Bad idea |
No to the Grocery store out here in .

The builders got what they wanted -
now we must have some control,

Thanks to the farmer who sold all
the land. Not considering the rest of .
us...the almighty dollar must stop o
somewhere

S. West‘
Canton

Share your opinions

We welcome your letters to the

editor. Please include your name,
address and phone number for
verification. We ask that your letters -
be 400 words or less. We may edit

for clarity; space and content.

Mail:

Letters to the Editor
Tedd Schneider
Canton Observer
794 South Main
Plymouth, Mi 48170

‘E-Mail: : .
tschneider@oe.homecomm.net

Fax:
734-459-4224

/\
HomeTown -~
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Those who seek office
deserve a pat on the back

- At the beginning of every electlon cycle we urge
residents to get involved with their local schools
and government by running for office. '

. When people complain about government’s lack
of response or careless misuse of public money or
questionable entanglements with special inter-
ests, we tell them to get involved by running for
oﬁﬁce themselves or participating in someone

: else’s campaign.

The only way to
fight politics is to
become a politi-
cian.

The word
“politician” is
often said with a
sneer. We associ-
ate the word with
rank partisan-
ship, inflated
egos, crooked
deals in smoky
backrooms and a
general lack of
ethical integrity.

It’s a broad,

unfair deﬁmtlon of
;fii:htlcs and politicians that involves very few of
thiose who pursue and practice the art of politics.

- Politics is how government gets done. It’s the
method by which people with strong and diver-
gent points of view come together to reach accept-
able compromlses ’

True, it is also.how special interests make their
case. We are all a part of special interests. Most
of us support many special interests, whether it’s
a union, an environmental group, a manufactur-
ers organization or the Chamber of Commerce.
Each of these groups has a stake in the nation,
the state and our local communities.

Ideally, these groups will give their support to
politicians who are expected to support their
views. Of course, sometimes, a special interest
will try to “buy” the vote of someone who
wouldn’t. necessarily support them. It would be
naive to believe that this doesn’t happen but it is
equally naive to believe that all contacts between
special interests and politicians are corrupt. Spe-
cial interests are how individuals get their voices
heard.

Recently we’ve been doing interviews with can-
didates for local office. These people come for-
ward for a variety of reasons. Some are ticked off
by what they see as the arrogance of the incum-
bents. Some have been fighting about a particu-
lar issue in their neighborhood and are running
in frustration because nobody will help solve

I:Iugh Gallagher

their probiem Some are running because they
feel an obligation to “give something back” to the
community they love.

They are willing to spend long hours in meet- ,
ings that often drift past 11 p.m. They are willing

to take phone calls at all hours of the day or night |

to listen to constituents’ complaints (almost all
calls are complaints). When they run for a council
seat, they are willing to take on what amouhts to

Some are ticked off by what they see

. as the arrogance of the incumbents.
Some have been fighting about a par-
ticular issue in their neighborhood and
are running in frustration because

nobody will help resolve their problem.

a second full-time job for relatively meager com- -
pensation.

There is no fame, no glory, no riches in local
government.

One of our local commumties Westland, has
been in almost continuous turmoil for the last
year and a half. Following the dismissal of the
city clerk, council members were subject to noisy,
abrasive confrontations with angry residents who
jammed the council chambers (where usually
only a handful of “council watchers” had gath-
ered). Some council members had to face resident
ire in a successful recall election.

The public interest in council proceedings con-
tinues to be intense.

* Still, many conscientious, dedicated people

have decided to put their necks out and run for
Westland City Council. They are willing to accept
the public pressure that comes with the job. They
are willing to accept those long and often tedious
meetings. They are willing to be active citizens,
soldiers of democracy in its purest sense.

And all of our suburban communities have
these dedicated people who are willing to “play
politics” is the best sensé of that term. They are
willing to “do the deals” that need to be done to
provide the services that make life worth living
in our communities.

For that, we owe these “politicians” a great
debt of gratitude.

Hugh Gallagher is the managing editor of
The Observer Newspapers. He can reached
by phone at (734) 953-2149, by e-mail at hgal-
lagher@oe. homecomm.net or by fax at (734)
591-7279.

Quick TV interviews and
soundbites can’t tell it all

Back in March, when it was announced that
Livonia’s official Census 2000 total kept the city
over 100,000, Mayor Jack Kirksey was excited.

“We are so pleased,” he said, pointing out that
it would keep Livonia measured against other
larger cities. Those comparisons bring accolades
like the “fifth safest city” and “ninth most family

friendly city” for Livonia, leading to what the

mayor called “bragging rights” for the city.
~Now, with the recent release of comparative
census data showing Livonia has the highest con-
centration of white people of cities with more
than 100,000 people, the spotlight returns —
though in a less positive reflection.

So far, CNN, the Associated Press and local
radio stations have
hooked onto the

also that our big-
city  neighbor,
- Detroit, is second in
the nation with the
highest concentra-
tion of black resi-
dents.

Fhli o dmm ol
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“to defend or explam
especially when it
comes to a percep-
tion that, if we're
95.1 percent white,
minorities must not
feel welcome here.
Despite those
* numbers, I believe the majority of Livonia resi-
. dents support efforts to make minorities feel wel-
. come here — though I know there are some who
~ don’t. Given that background, I tried valiantly
i when asked to answer several questions on the
¢ subject during a nerve-wracking interview Tues-
" day morning on CNN. Being live and on camera
over national TV isn’t a common situation for
most print journalists.
~ The interviewer, Carol Lin, was simultaneously
- interviewing me and an editor from the Gary,
. Ind., Post Tribune about that city’s distinction of
havmg the highest percentage of blacks.

Dave Vargé

Although I had been prepped with three ques-

tions, Lin switched them around and recast
them, which caught me off guard and, eventually,
made me defensive.

When she asked whether Livonians are con-

cerned about the city makeup being 95.5 percent -

white, 1 said people are concerned and there are
- efforts to counteract that and make the city more
welcoming to minorities. But I also said, as quot-
ed in CNN transcripts that, “there are probably a
. lot of people, who maybe won’t say it publicly —
- we get some letters — anonymous letters say to
. our newspaper that people would be, you know,
- supportive of the community remaining white.”
. As she talked to the editor from Gary, Indiana,
. Lin restated that support into what she called
t “pride.” Then, she returned to me: “So, Dave,
. when you take a look at the community in Livo-

story, pointing out -

I left the short interview disap-
pointed that we could only touch
the surface of this issue.

nia, and you say that people though perhaps
unspoken, not spcken of openly, but they take
pride in the fact that they are predominantly
white. And yet, the town has established a
human relations commission. What concerns, if
any, do they still have about race, and what are
those concerns?” v

Wait a minute, I thought. She made it sound
like I said that all of Livonia takes pride in its
whiteness. I kept my calm. “I don’ think I said
that the whole community takes pride-in it. I
think there is a level of concern. The city does
have a human relations commission that opposes
racist issues — gives out awards...”

I went on to mention the PLAID group, the
Martin Luther King Jr. Day celebration and a

housing commission helping place lower-income

residents. .

The final cuestion she asked. about how
African-Americans are treated here, left me try-
ing to carefully select my words. I said they're
treated like everyone else, though I pointed out
concerns and situations, rumors of police stops (of
minorities), but those weren’t documented.

“You know, Dave,” Lin said, “the fact that we
sort of have to dance around words sometimes,
you know, tells us a lot about the sensitivity of
this subject.”

Well yes, 1 said to myself realizing my time in
the interview was done. It is a sensitive subject.
And I did need to carefully select my words, espe-
cially so she wouldn’t again try to slant what I
was saying.

I left the short interview disappointed that we
could only touch the surface of this issue. I want-
ed to point out the fact that metro Detroit is more
segregated than other parts of the country; that
other area suburbs that happen to be under
100,000 in population — Plymouth, Northville,
Garden City, Dearborn, Novi and the Grosse
Pointes ~ all have black populations of less than
2 pércent, just like Livonia.

I also wanted to mention that many vaomans ,

are proud of their city, their schools, parks, ser-
vices, low tax rate, ete.

Livonia also has higher-priced housing than
some other surrounding suburbs, and fewer
rentals, which may limit the opportunities for
some minorities to find housing. Livonia is home
to businesses that employ people of all races and
offer services and goods that invite all kinds of
people to shop, play, dine or worship here.

Issues raised by these kinds of comparisons of
white and black census numbers don’t often fit
well into soundbite comparisons nor, as I found
out Tuesday, in a couple-minutes-long interview.

Dave Varga is editor of the Lwoma
Observer.

Mike Maiott

Our state government does a pretty good job of
getting information out te citizens about actions it
intends to take, according to a report card from
the League of Woman Voters of Michigan.

Where the state falls down is in the area of let-
ting citizens participate in the process.

The League gave state government “thumbs
down” for failing to “act at a pace and in a deliber-
ative manner that provides everyday citizens as
much opportunity to influence and respond to
government proposals as registered lobbyists.”

The League was more negative than positive
when it came to state efforts to “make the govern-
ment’s workings and decisions vigible and accessi-
ble to all who wish to participate in democratic
self-government.”

Pat Donath, president of the League, explained
this is the second time her group has issued such
a report card. You can read the full report, “Citi-
zen Access Report, Government in Michigan” at
http//www. lwvmi.org.

Donath said she hopes the report card will be
published regularly, once in every two-year leg-
islative session.

Tt is also a report that state lawmakers need to
take seriously. The report is fair and even-hand-
ed, giving both praise and criticism to state offi-
cials. And the League’s conclusions, about where
the strengths and weaknesses are, is right on tar-
get. '

It should be no surprise that the state ranks
high in getting out “timely, accurate and complete
information about the current and proposed
actions of government ...” The state has put a
great deal of effort into its Web sites. Gov. John
Engler has made this a priority, recognizing it as
a way for citizens to get more access to govern-
ment services. .

The League gives two thumbs up for the state’s
program puttihg legislative records on the Inter-
net, one thumb up for putting the Michigan Man-
ual on the Web, and another thumb up for the
state’s e-Michigan office, Engler’s effort to coordi-
nate state Web services.

Where the League had criticisms was in the .
area of allowing citizens to influence proposals,
especially when new bills move too quickly

through committees; it’s in the committees where
the real fine tuning of laws is done.

For instance, there was that lame duck session
last year,

“Thought October 31, 2000, 323 bills had been
signed into law” in the 1999:2000 session, the
report stated. “During the post-election session,
185 bills were enrolled for presentation ... Passing
80 many bills in such a short period of time pre-
cludes careful deliberation and makes it impossi-
ble for citizens to participate effectively.”

Another example was the addition of an amend-

Mixed grades show
up on participation
report card

ment, on the last day of session, to a bill regulat- -
ing podlatry The amendment ended a ban on
insurance companies forming PACs.
“Unrelated amendments to a bill preclude care- -
ful deliberation and make it difficult for citizens
to participate effectively in the debate on a bill.
Domg so during the final hours of a leglsiatlve
session makes it impossible.”
The League offered other criticisms of the leg-
islative process.

Most of the criticism offered in the
report revolved around the manner in
which the legislature conducts itself. A
lot of the problems have to do with the
legislative rules and lawmakers fre-
quent decisions to break them.

“Citizen advocates continue to report that bills
are being reported out of committee despite the
fact that the latest version of the bill is only avail- -
able the day of the hearing.”

Most of the criticism offered in the report
revolved around the manner in which the legisla- -
ture conducts itself, A lot of the problems have to -
do with the legislative rules, and lawmakers fre-
quent decisions to break them.

Donath said that within her group there has-
been talk of attempting to revise those rules, but -
she’s unsure they’ll take up such an extensive
task.

For my part, I think lawmakers would do well
to simply follow the ones they've got.

Lawmakers routinely ignore the existing rules
because they are seen as an arcane set of parlia-

" mentary procedures that no one, certain not the

public, cares about.

Well, they are arcane. And the public generally -
does not understand them.

But they are there to provide protections for the -
public, to keep lawmakers from ramming bills
through without giving the public a chance to
influence the outcome,

This is exactly the issue legislative rules are
intended to address. -

The League promises to continue to watchdog
state government. For its next report card, it is
taking input from the public. Anyone who wishes -
to point out an incident for League review can ;
contact the group by phone at (517) 484-5383 or
on the Web at lwvmi@voyage.net.

- Mike Malott reports on the local implica-
tions of state and regional events. He can be
reached by phone at (810) 227-0171 or by e-
mail at mmaloti@homecomm.net,

'YPSILANTI HERITAGE FESTIVAL

AUGUST 17-19,2001

* Take 1-94 to Exit 183; turn north and follow the signs

to Riverside Park and Historic Depot Town
voted among the top five small festivals by Michigan Living readers

Special Events

WEMU Jazz & Blues Stage at the Freighthouse

Riverside & Depot Town Stage Entertainment

Slide Shows & Photo Exhibits »
And much, much more!

DAIMLERCHRYSLER
. m Artistry in Space:
USA The NASA Art Program

Exolora an exhibition of artworks that

captures the excitement and energy of

the NASA Space Program.

~ sponsored by Eastern Michigan University ‘W“’%W
The Zoppe' Family Circus Clothesline
Performing a variely of bareback-riding, trapeze adisplayofmemoryartong
and comedy acts. Six performances lhroughout the weekend. clothesiine throughout the city. \
Explore the Past Enjoy Family Fun -
Living History Encampment Saturday Morning Parade
Tours of Historic Homes & Gardens Children’s Village & Toddler Activities
Historic Highland Cemetery Tour First Annual Street Pole Vault
Historical Museum & Ypsilanti Memorabilia Frog Island 3-on-3 Youth Soccer
Automotive Heritage Museum - Children’s Talent Contest
Antique Autos, Fire Engines & Steam Engines . Flyball Demonstration/Dog Relay Races
Spirit of Harriet Tubman Performance Robotics Teams |
' ' Your Favorite Foods

Experience the Arts _,
Arts & Crafts Excel at Games

Rubber Ducky & “Corporate Ducky” Races
“Living Chess” Game & Exhibition :
Millionaires’ Tent & Bingo Tent |

Ypsilanti Heritage Festival 2001 is sponsored by:
Detroit Edison Foundation
Huron Valley Ambulance
Ypsilanti Press Edition of the Ann Arbor News
Additional sponsorship by:

Budweiser ® Doan Companies e Discover
International Trade Promotions e Saturn of AnnArbor
Sesi Lincoln-Mercury @ University of Michigan Health System
Ypsilanti Courier ® Waste Management

Hot Dog Eating Contest

Festival Admission is Free :
Booth Hours: Friday Noon - 8 p.m. - Saturday 9 a.m. - 8 p.m. - Sunday 10a.m.-6 p.m.
Call 734-483-6071 or vmt http.llcommumty.mhve.comlcdherntage&suval :

" L1oszass

¥l
i
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http://commimity.mUve.com/cc/heritagefestival
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“Survivor’ Chef Keith Famie featured at Extravaganza

Man is what he eats.

Ludwig Feuerbach

Fabulous foods from top area
restaurants, an appearance by
Survivor Chef Keith Famie, and
a wine tasting seminar highlight
Schoolcraft College’s Culinary
Extravaganza 2001. The cele-
bration of fine food and bever-
ages takes place 2-5 p.m. Sun-
day, Sept. 23, from in the Water-
man Campus Center.

Restaurants such as Tribute,
the Greektown Casino, the Gold-
en Mushroom, Five Lakes Grill
and Excalibur are among the
approximately 50 eateries that
will have samples of their most
exciting dishes ready for event
patrons,

Culinary Extravaganza is the
principal fund-raiser for the
Schoolcraft College Foundation,
and all proceeds are dedicated to
helping students meet their edu-

Schoolcraft
offers class
on contracts

As the single largest buyer of
goods and services in the coun-
try, the U.S. government may be
a viable customer for your busi-
ness. The government purchas-
es billions of dollars of goods and
services each year, and opportu-
nities abound for prime or sub-
contracting, large and small-pur-
chases and even credit card buy-
ing. If your company is consider-
ing competing for government
contracts, attend How to Become
A Government Contractor at
Schooleraft College Thursday,
Aug. 23.

The half-day seminar will
afford you greater insight into
this large, diversified market
and show you how to win the
many contracts available to
small businesses. Learn how
technological advances have
streamlined the dynamics of
doing business with the govern-
ment. Topics include: the phi-
losophy of government purchas-
ing; updated requirements for
government contractors; helpful
resources in dealing with the
government; and the services
and training programs available
at Schooleraft College’s Business
Development Center.

The seminar will be presented
from 9 a.m, until 12:30 p.m. for a
$25 per person fee. To register,
call the Business Development
Center at (734) 462-4438,

Schoolcraft College is located
at 18600 Haggerty Road between
Six and Seven Mile Roads just
west of I-275,

Madonna sets
golf outing at
Links of Novi

Madonna University in Livo-
nia will hold its sixth annual
Golden Classic Scholarship Golf
Outing on Friday, Sept. 14, at
the Links of Novi. Tickets are
$175 per person and include golf,
welcoming gifts, lunch, dinner,
prizes and more, Dinner alone i is
$50 per person.

Check in i a t 11:30 a.m. with
a shotgun start (scramble for-
mat) at 1 p.m. Special features
include hole-in-one car give-

aways, 50/50 raffle with a chance-

to win up to $10,000, door prizes,
. silent and live auction, celebrity
: challenges, lunch on the grill, a

steak or chicken dinner and
S more.
* Sponsorships are also avail-
able. For more information, call
(734) 432-5421.

Mutt March
set for Sept. 15

The Michigan Humane Society
will hold its Fall Mutt March

cational goals.
Chef Famie, who gained
national notoriety on the televi-

sion program Survivor: The’

Australian OQutback, will prepare
a dish for tasting and will sign
copies of his cookbook. Other

activities include a free wine

tasting session conducted by

- Madeline Triffon, master som-
‘melier and wine director of Matt

Prentice’s Unique Restaurant

Corporation, and a live auction

with food-related prizes.
However, if the philosopher

Lugw1g Feuerbach was correct
that we are what we eat, Extrav-
aganza patrons will be in fine
shape indeed. They will have
sampled oysters from Tom’s Oys-
ter Bar; ribs, wings and ginger
vermicelli from Arbor Brewing
Co.; lobster Florentine sherry
bisque soup from the Michigan
Star Clipper Dinner Train; a
variety of middle eastern dishes
from La Shish Restaurants;
Michigan wines from the Michi-
gan Grape and Wine Council;
and baked goods and rye breads

from Zingerman’s Bakehouse .

Other participating restau-
rants include, Carver’s Steak
and Chops, Elite Catering Com-
pany, Zoup, Schoolcraft’s own
American Harvest Restaurant,
The Farm Restaurant, the Dear-

" born Hyatt, Emily’s, Bonﬁre Lit-
tle Italy, Morel’s and Steve and
“Ashby’s Sterling Ice

Roeky’s.
Cream, Cadillac Coffee Co.,
D’Vine Wine and Pelee Island
Winery will bring abundant
samples of their products.

The live auction will present

Juniors’ & Misses’ famous designer knit tops
in assorted colors & styles and famous
designer d._enim.‘eans in assorted styles

Men’s famous brand name woven tops
and 5-pocket denim jeans

Big & Tall brand name woven tops $9.99
compare at $18

Juniors’ famous name casuat fashion

shoes in a great selecti
suede, colors and styles

on of ieather

Boys’ (8-20) & girls’ (7-16) famous name
designer branded fashion knit tops and jeans

Boys'

- bidders w1th food-related pack-
“ages including a beer making

party for 12 at Local Color, a

gourmet dinner prepared in your

home by a Schoolcraft chef,

" restaurant and wine gift certifi-

cates and a Survivor package.
Winners of a raffle will receive
one of four prizes: two round-
trip airline tickets to anywhere
in the contiguous 48 states, a
woman’s ring in yellow gold with
diamonds and blue topaz, a Las
Vegas trip for two, or a tour of

Pelee Island Winery and

(4-7) & girls' {4-6X) knit tops $7.99 compare
at $12 & up and denim jeans $9.99 compare at $15 & up

- overnight stay with dinner for

four. .
Culinary Extravaganza 2001
tickets are $40 per person or two
tickets for $75. Raffle tickets are
$5 each or three for $10. Both
can be purchased by calling the

‘Development Office at 734-462-

4670. Visa, MasterCard, Discov-

‘er and checks are accepted.

Schoolcraft College is located
at 18600 Haggerty Road,
between Six and Seven Mile
roads, just west of I-275,

2-3 piece novelty pant sets,
choose from denim or knit
_hottoms wuth matchmg tops

Girls’.&boys! famous.name-casual shoes in

beginning at 10 a.m. Saturday,
- . Sept. 15, at Maybury State Park
-<*in Northville.
>+, The Mutt March is a perfect
2>way to help homeless animals.

A Michigan State Park sticker
will be required and discount
parking coupons will be avail-
able Aug. 25 and 26, courtesy of

. Pet Supplies Plus, at the MHS

Animal Care Fair at the South-

field Civic Center and at Pet
" Supplies Plus stores.

Pledges are available at the
MHS location and by logging on
to www.michiganhumane.org
(Events) or by calhng (313)872-
3400 ext 309

Brand name backpacks for adults & kids assorted leather, suede, colors and styles

in assorted colors & styles

Beigation Wikl vary bl SO0, 3By Mpeidet

0ak Park: Lincoin Shopping Ctr.,Greenfield Rd. at Lincoln
Redford: Telegraph Rd. between Joy Rd. & W. Chicago
Southgate: 14255 Eureka Rd. between Dix & Trenton
Rosevlile: Eastgate Shepping Ctr., 102 (Frazho) & Gratiot Ave.
e gy Regular Store Hours:
Hemmeter Rd. | Mon.- Sat, 3:00AM-9:00PM, Sun. 11:00AM-6:00PM

For Store Locations Call 1-888-SHOP-AJW

Visit our

newest

store in
Saginaw!

Green Acres Plaza,



http://www.michiganhumane.org

Canton’s Crossbow 5 Enter-
tainment presents the world
premiere of their movie “Biker
Zombies from Detroit” 7:30
p.m. and 10:30 p.m. at Center
Stage, 39940 Ford Road in
Canton. Tickets $10, call (734)
398-6612.

- SATU RDAY

CANTON PUBLIC LIBRARY

vy
as ever 1llummateé 4 the-
st have gone straight to video.
Here can be found copies of such classics as The
Corpse Grinders, The Astro Zombies, The Brain
That Wouldn’t Die and 2000 Maniacs, among

But that was in the days before videotape
sreviously forbidden films, like The Gore,
irls, and Bloodsucking Freaks readily

oesn’t have much money to buy new films and
he kind of movies he carries are not easy to get.
ost are available only through mail order from
anies that bring them in from places as far
as Turkey, Japan, India and Indonesia.
hese films are not for the squeamish, Singer
ts. Naked Biood, a recent Japanese arrival,
ures such scenes as a woman carefully remov-
g her own eye and eating it. That kind of thing
ppens fairly often in this kind of movie. You
1d spend a weekend watching nothing but
movies about brain-eating alone.
Most of the films are pretty hokey, but afficiona-
does like Singer treat them with respect.
“Hollywood steals a lot from these old movies,”
Singer says. Think Hannibal is shocking. Try see-
ing the Murders in the Zoo, which opens with the
scene of classic B actor, Lionel Atwill, lecturing

artlsts and

1 g‘ettmg the
s opén for busi-
e word gets out,
5 store like flies to

ness. And he
fans of the weird will flock to
carrion.

Freak Shack is open -~ more or less — from 3-11
p-m. Monday to Thursday, 3 p.m.-midnight Friday,
2 p.m.-midnight Saturday, and 2-10 p.m.

Sunday. But it’s better to get there

another man off-camera on the impropriety of try- later than earlier.
ing to steal his wife. As he speaks, the camera
draws back to show that Atwill is calmly sewing
the man’s mouth shut.

. Pretty grisly, especially considering Murders in
the Zoo was made in 1933.

Even the cheesy classics are special
to film fans like Singer. “Look
at the fiims of Ed
Wood,” he says,
“He had

many others.

Owner Jeffrey Singer, 33, whose prior business
experience was managing pizza parlors, explains
his shock stock: “We were sick of going to stores
and not getting what we wanted.”

The “we” refers to Gary Chechak, who also
helps him run the modest store, tucked into a
strip mall just down the road from the railroad
tracks.

Not many people who can’t find the film they
want at Blockbuster open their own video store,
but Singer did.

“We grew up watching The Ghoul,” Singer
explains. The Ghoul is a beloved cult
character from 1970s and
L. . ‘80s TV who still
Trinity Irish Dance Company " broadcasts to
kicks up its heels 8 p.m. at his
Meadow Brook Music Festi- '
val, Tickets $35 and $25
pavilion, $15 lawn, call (248)
645-6666

Feeling adventurous?

. Want to step into the realm
{ genuinely sleazy horror
ns? Here are 18 that you
ght want to try. You can find
ese in most video stores —
: { brand of wine

antic: From Ger- beingith
SUNDAY e tale of a man row. Those wh
g o is to clean up The highlig 8

solves into & toﬂet

B Speaking of which, there is
The Incredible Melting Man,
which is about an astronaut
who come back 1o Earth with a
taste for human flesh and a
disease that causes him to
melt. Pundits might note that
the final scene, in which the
star is swept into a garbage
can, is most appropriate.

& Brain Damage: A singing
worm-like creature forms a
symbiotic relationship with a
young man. The worm pumps
him full of drugs and the guy
supplies the creature with
fresh brains to eat. One of the
best brain-eating movies ever
made, plus a surprisingly seri-

to accident
he decides to
s of a vietim
ove with her
ngs only get

BY GREG KOWALSKI
STAFF WRITER

Why on earth would anyone
want to watch a movie - in lov-
ing close - ups about zombies
who eat people’s flesh?

Why not?

Call it alternative cinema,
platter films or just plain
ash, the fact is that horror
‘have been around virtu-
ince movies were invent-
rges Melies startled
with The Monster in
is about an Egypt-
an who creates a
nd he sent primitive
to battle moon
. Trip to the Moon in
mas Edison’s studio

horror films
envelope of b
Tod Brown
Freaks, which f
cus performers:
armless, legless m
eral “pinheads.” The movie so
horrified MGM brass, who
weren’t aware of what Brown-
ing was shooting, that the film
was soon pulled from release
and was banned from being
shown for decades.

The 1934 film Maniac fea-
tures a scene of a man eating a

This actual-
some movie
asily is the best
the 1980s. Loose-
Iy n a story by horror
master H.P. Lovecraft, it is
about a scientist who invents a
serum that revives the dead ~
and even parts of the dead.
The amorous severed head
scene has rightfully attained
legendary proportions

B Blood Feast, Made in 1963
by the great Herschel Gordon
Lewis, this was the first slash-

After eight years, Sade
released “Lovers Rock,” a new
collection of elegant,
stripped-down music. Her e
touflgf the same name visits Frankenstein in 1910, ¢at’s eyeball: Island of Lost or movie. 1t was made on & commentary on drug
' j 51 TERA S T Vie. e o0 a R S
gthg gglai; Oél ézgtlérg'?g f2”58 And for years, schlocky' horror Please see TRASH, B2 bf). dg;)t of about 67 conts, all of Ploase soe T0P TEN, B2
$75.25, call (248) 645-6666. ‘ ' S

BY SHARON DARGAY ment director.

2004 Michigan r
Renaissange STAFF WRITER We always seem
Festival Auburn Hills actor Colin MacMillan isn’t t0 have people

who come here
for the first time,
walk away with a
smile and come
back the next
year.”
Stamberger
suspects Renais-
sance clothing,
language and
legends create a
sense of romance
that appeals to

waiting for the proverbial call from Holly-
wood.

He’s having too much fun at Holly Grove.

“Basically -my goal is simply to be able to
make my living doing what I iike. I don't
really have aspirations for fame or fortune,
as long as I can do what I like.”

For MacMillan, 22, that means playing a
bad guy at the Michigan Renaissance Festi-
val for the next seven weekends, beginaing
Saturday.

As Guy of Guisborne he swaggers about
the fictitious village of Holly Grove, fights

What: Visitors to the
16th century village can
mingle with costumed
peasants, nobies and the
royal court, shop for
handcrafted treasures,
watch artisans at work,
eat roasted turkey
drumsticks, Scotch eggs,
soup in a bread bowl and
other foods and see
magicians, musicians,
jugglers and jousting
When: Weekends from
Aug. 18 through Sept.

30, including Labor Day. | with Robin Hood, vies for Maid Marion’s the audience.
Hours are 10 am..7 pm., | heart and teases and trades barbs with Men can mingle
rain or shine with noble

patrons.

He’s among the dozens of actors who recre-
ate the 16th century in Holly, north of Ponti-
ac, every summer, Guy, Robin Hood, the

Renaissance reveiry Gypszes twirl and spin in an
impromptu dance at the annual Michigan Renaissance -
Festival, held weekends through September in Holly.

Where: In Holly, off I-75.
Take Exit 106. Go south
on Dixie Highway
Admission: Aduits,

knights — and
feel like one for a
day — while

$14.85; students with
identification and senior
citizens, age 60 and over,
$12.95; children, age 5-
12, $5.95; four and under
are free. {800) 601-4848
or www.michrenfest.com

hometownnewspapers.net

King, Queen and their loyal subjects partied
with visitors at a festival preview Tuesday
night.

“We keep saying this has been a fluke
since the 1970s. But it’s not. I've seen
Renaissance festivals succeeding continual-
ly,” said Jim Stamberger, artistic entertain-

women play “Juli-
et” in a fantasy setting replete with hand-
kissing studs.

“The fighting is for the men. The romance
is for the women. And that gives it a broader
appeal than, say, a Civil War re-enactment,”
Stamberger noted.

‘Keely Kaleski Wygonik, Editor 734-953-2105

He added the Robin Hood scenario to
“freshen” the show this year. Todd Huhn, a
resident in family medicine at Botsford Hos-
pital in Farmington, plays Robin Hood. Joni
Nathan of White Lake, a recent Holly High:

Please see Fm



http://www.dreamcruise.org
http://www.michrenfest.com
mailto:kwygonih@oe.homecomm.net
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| TraSh from page B1

School graduate, took on the
Maid Marion role.

“I think the heroic elements of
the show are a universal theme
that always work with our peo-
ple,” Stamberger said. “The joust
this year is a morality play. But
it’s really about true heroism.
We find that even in the bad
guy, there can be some good.”

MacMillan, who performs with
Imagination Theatre and the
Children’s Theatre of Michigan,
agrees. He battled crime as
deputy sheriff of Holly Grove for
four years, before joining its cast
of thieves last season.

“I was asked to play the role of
Guisborne this year,” he
explained. “It’s almost magical.
There’s nothing like getting
down to the level of a child, even
if you’re the bad guy like I'm
supposed to be. There’s some-

thing you can do for everyone
that will put a smile on their
faces.”
Or a tremble in their hearts.
“You can 4lways tell the ones
who went to Catholic school,”
said Angela Hill of Detroit, who

‘plays Mother Superior.

Mother Superior

They habitually straighten
their posture as Hill, decked out
in flowing robes adorned with
crusifixes, draws near to mea-

sure a mini skirt and admonish .

its owner.

“I'm not Catholic. So every-
thing I've done, I've researched,”
she noted. “My character has no
problem coming into your per-
sonal space. I can get away with
a lot more than a lot of charac-
ters can.”

Her holy arsenal includes two

DTE Energy

——=nisic theatre-

formerly Pine Knolh Music Theatre

Never miss a genuine opportunity.

rulers connected with string,
“nun-chucks,” ‘and paper certifi-
cates that guarantee a clean
slate for any sinner brave
enough to ask Mother Superior
for an “indulgence.”

How does she deal with Holly
Grove patrons?

“Pm glad you asked,” Mother
Superior said, adding in a mega-
phone voice: “YOU ARE SO
VILE. SO LOW. YOU ARE A
FESTERING BOIL ON THE
BACKSIDE OF THE CARCASS
OF A DYING COW. BUT
SOMEONE OUT THERE HAS
FOUND A WEE BIT OF GOOD-
NESS IN YOUR HEART AND
THEY HAVE PAID YOUR WAY
TO THE GATE OF HEAVEN.

“CAN I GET AN AMEN?” she
boomed to the crowd.

.Visitors understand the
tongue-lashing is all in fun. It’'s a
small price to pay for a day’s
worth of swashbuckling,
romance, comedy and feasting.

PURCHASE AN ARTISTIC GIFT
FoOR THE IMPORTANT PERSON -
‘ IN YOUR LIFE.

JEWELRY, SILK SCARVES, HAND BEADED
EVENING BAGS, BLOWN GLASS
HEARTS AND VASES, PERFUME BOTTLES,
CERAMICS, AND MANY
MORE FINE GIFTS AVAILABLE,
BIRMINGHAM BLOOMFIELD ART CENTER

1516 SOUTH CRANBROOK ROAD
BIRMINGHAM, MICHIGAN 48008

WWW.BBARTCENTER.ORG
(248)644-0866

SPONSORED BY THE OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC NEWSPAPERS
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VISIT OUR

Souls, starring the great Charles
Laughton, features gruesome
scenes of vivisection. That was in
1932, :

ences have asked for more, The
Night of the Living Dead, The
Texas Chainsaw Massacre, A
Nightmare on Elm Street cap-
tured the attention of general
audiences. They, in turn,

And through it all, the audi-

spawned mainstream mega hits
like Silence of the Lambs, Se7en,
Scream and even The Mummy,
which isn’t that far removed
from, well, The Mummy (1932-
style). '

But even as those films
dragged the genre of horror up
toward respectability, some
diehards worked to keep horror
films true to their roots - amid

-the real soul of film horror. M

Lo

. ® s
the sleaze of the gutter. So for
every mainstream horror movi®
there are dozens of those that
never make it farther than direct™
to video. Many are mnever
released in the United States :

and can only be acquired in the : -
form of often foggy copies. But .

for the true horror fan, those are ;

Top Ten frorﬁ pqge BI

addiction.

M Basket Case: The tender tale
of a man and his mutant broth-
er, whom he keeps in a wicker
basket. A wonderful atmosphere
of the slums of New York per-
vades this film, which was shot
in Times Square prior to its
unfortunate rehabilitation.

W Demons: Done by Italian

~ master Dario Argento, this is

L1056517

‘one of his least complex films. It

is also one of his most outra-

- geous. A group of people are

invited to a theater premiere
where they are possessed by and
turned into gory demons. Much
blood-letting and spewing of
mucous.

M Bad Taste: The name says it
all. It’s about aliens who have
the worst. personal hygiene in
the universe. :

14600 Sheldon Rd.
Plyrnouth, Mi
1-734-354-0001

provide the services and facliies fo make your next event go exactly as )
planned. From comfortable banquet facilities fo an experienced catering staff, e
we can handie every possible detail, Your group will love our comfortable guest
rooms and the Great American Grlll™ restaurant, Mention this ad o recelve a
50% discount on room rentat foy your next meeting or event. For your next event, -
cal the sales and catering department at 734-354-0001. Just what you need.

[}
[
PR
.

€

4

M Andy Warhol’s Dracula. , L
Andy produced, not directed.:
This is both hildarious and stun-

_ning in its grossness. Udo Kieris:

seeking “whergins” to feast upon. :

There are many others, of: -
course. Some make these look « -
like Disney films. But those test . -
the mettle of even the most:
ardent horror film fan and:
shouldn’t be mentioned in a fam- : ;
ily newspaper. v

Hilton 1
Garden Inor |-
Plymouth -

~fR

Some restrictions may apply. ©2001 Hilton Hospitality, inc.

POFI008S ..
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“Kids Rewvin’ with Ford” is a family-friendly experience that

»Coloring Contest

)1} Winners will have their picture taken with Blue!

combines safety with children’s entertainment.

Birmingham.

-

Coalition.

Contest Rules...

This inaugural showcase will
including Blue from “Blues Clues,” dancers, clowns, jugglers, magicians
and face painters. Local celebrities will also be flipping pancakes at a
morning breakfast, with all proceeds benefiting the Children’s Charities

“Kids Revvin’ with Ford” shifts into high géar
Saturday, August 18, from 8 a.m. to noon in Dowmown

Phis, the morning’s focus on safety will include expert demonstrations and
interactive displays from Ford’s “Boost America!” educating parents on the
~ proper use of booster seats for children ages 4-8. “Kids Care” fingerprinting
stations will also be on-site as back-to-school time reminds us of the |
importance of child identification. ' . ,
For more information, log onto www.revvinwithford.com or call

1-800-4-REVVIN

1. Contest is open to all children of any age
2. There will be 70 winners selected .
3. Winners will be contacted on Tuesday, August 14, 2001

4. Winners must be at the event in Shain Park and in line for photo

with Blue at 9:45 a.m. August 18

5. The winner will be photographed with BLUE
6. Return this advertisement as your entry

feature special guests,

-’-‘----‘

AN A

=

=

.

e na s e mw

kS

B Name e B |:
B Address . B
B city_ Zip: B |
B Daytime Phone Age B |
N Mail to Py | "BE
. ®bserver &5 Eccentric gt
- NEWSPAPERS . 4
| ~ Part of HomeTown Communications Network™ , B g% .
i Coloring Contest 5
, 36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia, MI 48150 ~ =
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Tr1n1ty Dance Company kicks up its heels at Meadow Brook -

Having fun: Trinity Dance
Company members enjoy
performing for audiences.

G

BY KEELY KALESKI WYGONIK .
STAFF WRITER

. kwygonik@oe.homecomm.net

Mark Howard applauds what
Riverdance has done to increase
the popularity of Irish dance.
But he doesn’t want it to be pop-
ular, he just wants to raise Irish
dance to an art form, like ballet.

“No one had seen Irish dancing
the way were doing it,” said
Howard, founder and artistic
director of Trinity Dance Compa-
ny, which kicks up its heels Fri-
day-Saturday at the Meadow
Brook Music Festival.

Founded in 1990, five years
before Riverdance, the company
evolved from Howard’s Trinity

Academy of Irish Dance in -

Chicago.

“There are hundreds of Irish
dance schools, and the students
are relegated to competition,” he
said adding that Tim O’Hare,
who is teaches Irish dance local-
ly, is one of the most fantastic
dancers he knows. “We needed a
forum for these dancers after
high school.”

Historic journey

His journey began in 1985
when he decided to enter his

B Trinity is a contemporary Irish dance company
that shows audiences the past, present and
future of Irish dance. Where |t’s been and where

it's going.

dancers in the World Champi-
onships of Irish Dancing.

“We were like the Jamaican
bobsled team,” he said. “We went
to Ireland, and surprise, won a
silver medal. In 1987 we won the
world title and broke the Emer-
ald barrier. It was a historical
moment.”

Performances on the Johnny
Carson show in 1988 led to more
exposure, and pretty soon Irish
dance, something most people
saw only on St. Patrick’s Day,
was gaining an audience.

“I began choreographing more

for performance, and less for
competition,” said Howard. “We
are the most decorated Irish
dance company in North Ameri-
ca with 18 world titles and six
gold medals, but also the most
disqualified. There’s a fine line
between brilliant and stupid.

Our intensity was directed at the

. audience instead of the adjudica-~

tors.”

Repertoire

Other people in the dance com-
munity told Howard that he was
developing a repertoire and
should start a dance company. -

In college his roommates made
fun of him, and did leprechaun
dances in front of him. Irish
dance was considered a very eth-
nic thing, not that Howard mind-
ed. He grew up in Chicago and
was proud of his Irish heritage.
He’s been dancing since he was
.

“This really appealed to me to
start a dance company,” he said.
“I instinctively went in the direc-
tion of performance to elevate
Irish dancing to the same level
as ballet. No one had seen Irish

Artrain returns to Michigan for anniversary tour

Artrain USA, America’s muse-
um in motion, is celebrating 30
years as a cultural institution.

"Artrain has visited more than
675 communities across the
country. Known originally as
Michigan Artrain, Artrain USA

was envisioned by former First
Lady of Michigan, Helen Mil-
liken, in 1971 to serve the tens of
thousands of people who were
not being reached by traditional
museums and art education pro-
grams. Artrain USA launched its
first national tour in 1978.

In celebration of this landmark
year, Artrain USA is returning
to its home state of Michigan for
the 30th Anniversary Michigan
State Tour. The 13-stop tour will
feature the Artistry of Space
exhibit and will celebrate Michi-
gan’s impact on Artrain’s sue-

cess.

Artrain will officially celebrate
the anniversary Nov. 17-18 at
Greenfield Village in Dearborn.
For more information, visit
www.ArtrainUSA.org

Genesis Troupe opens season with ‘Love Letters’

:Genesis Troupe opens its sec-
ond season in September with A.
R. Gurney’s Love Letters at St.
Kenneth Catholic Church in Ply-
mbuth.

Performances Friday- Satur-
day, Sept. 28-29 begin with din-
ner at 6 p.m. in the church social
hall, 149251 Haggerty Road,

between Five Mile Road and

Sc¢hoolcraft.

Ticket information

Tickets are $20 per person,
and must be purchased in
advanced. Call (734) 464-1591 or
e-mail genesistroupe@yahoo.com

The plot of Love Letters is sim-:
ple. A couple, over a lifetime,
exchanges letters which speak of
their long and abiding relation-
ship. They grew up together,
went separate ways, but contin-
ued to share confidences through
letters.

Love Letters will feature Mar-
lene Landry of Livonia, and
Lane Ritter of Northville. The
play is directed by the Rev.
Joseph Mallia, pastor of St. Ken-
neth Church.

R

"TOTAL
PACKAGE |

Live Aug. 17th & 18(h B

N . g WSR M OPEN DAILY
No cover charge! MON-SAT
AT 11:00 AM _

28500 Schoolerafi
In the Super 8 Morel complex
LIVONIA

(731) 425-53520

AMPLE LIGHTED PARKIN

THURSDAY

'WILL BE MUSIC TO YOUR EARS

1. FROM NOW THROUGH SEPTEMBER, IT'S “SUMMER NIGHTS UNDER THE TENT"
. OF MUSIC, FOOD & ENTERTAINMENT TAKING PLACE UNDER THE TENT AT BAGLEY & THIRD.

1/2 Off Second Dinner |

. | When you purchase another regularly priced §
| dinner entree of equal or greater value! |

With Coupon Offer Good Monday-Friday After 4:00 p.m.
Can not he used with any other coupon, special oﬂ’er, or I

All Mxtch Housey coupons good thru Auut.
. — T

Larry Nozero
imest J .

Event proceeds will help the
Genesis Troupe pay operating
expenses for future productions.
Now celebrating its second sea-
son, Genesis’ mission includes
providing quality family theater
for the community, introducing

early bird special.

Tuesdays
DJ Dave

!

g

A GREAT MIX

in t

& ROLLAUGUSTE

Cheap Tl‘lCli

" Directors Club Members—
~ enter to win fabulous prizes
: - every week!

*

PDF1083823

Kansas - AuGusr 9

- ARk

\\g\\\ﬂllo@

Loverboy - AUGUST I6
Men at Work - AvGusrt 23
38 Special - AvGust 30

Tickets are $20. Directors Club Members only $10. Must be at least 21 years old.
Tickets go on sale at noon the day of the concert.

- "'s\§ f;r‘{::t' '
~¥ WORRY*FREE

’;%‘vacat ons:

5 UNELT VACATIENS (REE

MGM MGRA\ND

DETROIT

C ASINDO

For directions or parking information, cail toll-free 1-877-888-2121

WIWW. mgmgrand corvdetroit Concert may be cancelled due to inclement weather.
Am subject to cancellation without notice. MGM Grand is a registered trademark
of Metro-Goldwyn Mayer Lion Corporation. Copyright MGM Grand Detroit, LLC

.| If youbet more than you can afford ta lose, you've got G’"'”'m
aproblem, Cal: 1-800-270-7117 for confidential help. ]

youth to the performing arts,
promoting education within the-
ater, and making charitable con-
trlbutwns for the’ beneﬁt of the
community.

dancing the way we were domg
it — story ballets.”

Trinity is a contemporary Irish -
dance company that shows audi-
ences the past, present and
future of Irish dance. Where it’s
been and where it’s going.

The company

Company dancers range in age
from 18 to 25, all of them have
won gold medals in international
competition. A Iot of the dancers
have been with the company
since the beginning.

“The dancers love what they’re
doing. After the show you'll see
them in the lobby thanking the
audience for coming. We do com-
munity outreach. We'd like to do
for Irish dancing what Alvins
Alley has done for African Amer-

= OMMUTER

mEX PRESS

. CASINO

ican dance. We want to be here..
and leave a legacy, a body of
work, we exist to create a beautin
ful art form. We've performed for:’ ;
500 people and over 5,000.” -‘r~;

Howard and company are very '

‘serious about their work, but™

they're silly at the same tlme, .
and enjoy what they do. o

- “We do progressive Irish
dance,” he said. “We're carving=

‘out a new tradition. Every art

form has to live and breathe and
move. 1love what I do.”

- Trinity Irish Dance Company®
performs 8 p.m. Friday-Satur-*
day, Aug. 17-18 at Meadow*’
Brook Music Festival inv
Rochester 'Hills, Tickets $35 and
$25 pavilion, $15 lawn, call (248)
645 6666.

Reliable Motorcoach
Service to \
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THEATER

. CENTURY THEATRE: Fully

. Committed opens Wednesday,

" Sept. 5, 1:30 p.m. Wednesday,
7:30 p.m. Wednesday-Thursday,
8:30 p.m. Friday-Saturday, 5:30

" p.m. Saturday-Sunday, and 1:30
p.m. Sunday, at the theater,
Detroit. $27.50-$37.50.(313) 963-
9800

. GEM THEATRE: Dinner with Friends

- opens Wednesday, Sept. 5, 2 p.m.

- Wednesday, 8 p.m. Wedneday-

: Friday, 6 p.m. and 9 p.m. Saturday,

2 p.m. and 6 p.m. Sunday, at the

- theater, Detroit. $27.50-$37.50.

+ {313) 963-9800

. POWER CENTER: The Vagina

* Monologues Thursday, Sept. 8 to

- Friday, Sept. 12, at the Power

- Center, Ann Arbor. $20-$40. (734)

i 763-TKTS/(248) 645-6666

. PURPLE ROSE THEATRE: World pre-

; miere of Annie Martin's Completing

! Dahlia continues to Sept. 1, at the
“ theater, Chelsea. $22.50-$32.50.
(734) 433-7673

"COMMUNITY
THEATER

" MT. ZION CENTER FOR

* PERFORMING ARTS: Presents

- Gospel Art Studio performers in

- Candles in the Window, a dramatic

- play on the life of Dietrich
Bonhoeffer, a German theologian

~and resistance worker executed by

. the Gestapo, 8 p.m. Saturday,

. Sept. 4, at the arts center,

: Waterford. Advanced reserved

‘ seats $8, $7

- students/seniors/groups of 20 or

" more. (248) 391-6166

"VILLAGE PLAYERS: Season opens
with Father of the Bride, 8 p.m.
Friday-Saturday, Sept. 14-15, 2
p.m. Sunday, Sept. 16. (248) 644~
2075, www.villageplayers.com

 COLLEGE
LCTHEATER

HENRY FORD COMMUNITY
COLLEGE: Peer Gynt Thursday-
Sunday, Aug. 16-26, in Adray
Auditorium of the the MacKenzie
Fine Arts Building on the campus,
Dearborn. (313) 845-9900

YOUTEL
PRODUCTIONS

INTER-ACTIVE CHILDREN’S LUNCH
THEATER: “Saturday with the
Johnson's” 11.:30 a.m. Aug. 18,
Sept. 8 and 22, and Oct. 6 and 20,
“at Genitti's, Northville. (248) 349-
0622 or visit the Web site for a
coupon www.genittis.com
LIVONIA YOUTH THEATRE: The
Sound of Music 7 p.m. Thursday,
Aug. 16 and Saturday, Aug. 18, at
the Livonia Civic Center Library.
$5, $3 children. (810) 344-7774
MARQUIS THEATRE: Pooh Visits
Storyland Live on Stage 10:30 a.m.
Thursday-Friday, Aug. 14-17 and
21-24, 2:30 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 18
‘and 25 and Sept. 8 and 15, and
-2:30 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 9, 16, no
children under age three. (248)
.349-8110

SUMMER
CONCERTS

GAZEBO CONCERT SERIES:Rich
“Eddy’s Rockin’ Oidles Band 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Aug. 22,at Burgh
Historical Park, Southfield. (248)
424-9022
MUSIC IN THE PARK: Marc Thomas
& Maz the Moose noon Wednesday,
CAug. 22, in Kellogg Park, Main
- Street, between Ann Arbor Trail,
- and Penniman, Plymouth. (734)
- 4164278
. MUSIC AT THE Z00: Aiberta
' Adams & Blues Crew 6 p.m.
: Wednesday, Aug. 22; Kathy Kosins
- (jazz) 6 p.m. Wednesday, Aug. 29,
. on the front lawn of the Detroit
. Zoo, Royal Oak. $8, $6 seniors.
* Children ages 2-19. Zoo remains
¢+ open untit 8 p.m. on Wednesdays
* 80 visitors can enjoy the animals
© as well as the music. (248) 398-
- 0900

. MUSIC UNDER THE STARS: Livonia .

* Symphony Orchestra 7:30 p.m.

- Thursday, Aug. 16 featuring.vocal-

- ist Rebekah Walker, at Civic Center
. Park, Five Mile Road at Farmington
; Road, Livonia. (734) 466-2536
{ STARS IN THE PARK: Novi
: Community Band 8 p.m. Thursday,
: Aug. 16, in Heritage Park on
¢ Farmington Road, south of 11 Mile
! Road. (248) 473-1856

i SPECIAL

; EVENTS

‘ BRIDGE TOURNAMENT: Sessions

- begin at 1 p.m. and 7 p.m.

- Thursday-Sunday, Aug. 23-26,

- reservations not necessary, all lev-

' els of players, at the Finnish
Center, Farmington Hills. (734)
4802055 ‘
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DETROIT DRUM SCHOOL: Drum
Ensemble concert 7 p.m. Friday,
Aug. 24, at the Southfield Centre
for the Arts. $10, $7 ages 512, $5

" seniors. (248) 424-9022

REDFORD THEATRE: Star Trek il
The Search for Spock 8 p.m. Friday-
Saturday, Aug. 17 and Star Trek IV:
The Voyage Home 2 p.m. and 8
p.m. Saturday, Aug. 18, organ over-
tures 30 minutes prior to film
showing, at the theater, Detroit. $4
(313) 537-2560

JD’S KEY CLUB: 7 p.m. Thursday,
Aug. 18, Woodward Dream Cruise
Party, featuring games, giveaways,
dueling pianos and more. Wear
50s-60s attire. Admission is free at
the club, Pontiac. (248) 338-7337
WALDFEST: A Bavarian Summer
Festival including folk dance, song.
children’s program noon to 9 p.m.
Sunday, Aug. 26, at the Austrian
Park, Macomb Township, $4, chil-
dren under age 16 free. (810) 786-
9058

WORLD PREMIERE: Crossbow 5 -
Entertainment presents the world
premiere of their movie Biker
Zombies from Detroit 7:30 p.m.
and 10:30 p.m. Friday, Aug, 17 at
Center Stage, 39940 Ford Road,

Canton, $10. (734) 398-6612.

Biker Zombies from Detroit is a
huuuu’umucdy uouh’aaﬁng e
deadly streets.of outer Detroit
against the posh and protected
upscale community of Grosse
Pointe. After a series of horrific
murders are committed in the
Detroit area, it seems an evil .
darkness has descended on the
streets of Grosse Pointe.

PICNIC AT THE PARK: At Nardin
Park United Methodist Church,
29887 W. 11 Mile Road, west of
Middiebelt, Farmington Hills, 5-8

p.m. Sunday, Aug. 26. Moonwalks, °

entertainment by high school
bands, clowns, face painting, bal-
ioons, hot dogs available for nomii-
nal cost. (248) 353-4100.

BENEBEEITS

ARTS DU JOUR: An event to pre-
view Arts, Beats & Eats, featuring
cuisine from metro Detroit restau-
rants, a silent art auction, fashion
show, music by Alexander Zonjic &
Friends, Karen Newman and the M-
80s, 7-11 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 26, on
the north side of the Somerset
Collection, Troy. $100. (248) 334-
4800 or visit the Web site at .
www.artsdujour.org

SILENT AUCTION: As part of the

annual African World Festival Kick-

off reception, the Charles H. Wright
Museum of African American

- History will hold a silent auction 6

p.m. Wednesday, Aug. 15 at the
museum, Detroit. $25 non-mem-
bers, $20 members. Proceeds ben-
efit the African World Festival, an
outreach program sponsored by the
museum. (313) 494-5800, ext. 0.
The festival takes place Aug. 17-19
at Hart Plaza. Included in the Aug.
15 auction are art works in a vari-
ety of media including painting,
prints, ¢lay, photography, sculpture,

-and jewelry.

CILASSICAL

ANN ARBOR SYMPHONY ORCHES-

TRA: Opens its season with
Stravinsky’s Petrouchka and
Tehaikovsky’'s Symphony No. 4 8
p.m. Saturday, Sept. 8, pre-concert
lecture with conductor Arie Lipsky
at 7 p.m., at the Michigan Theater,
Ann Arbor. $18, $26, $32. (734)
994-4801

DETROIT SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA:
Opens its 2001-2002 season with
Brahms Symphony No. 1 with
soprano Heidi Grant Murphy 8 p.m.
Thursday, Sept. 13, 8:30 p.m.
Saturday, Sept. 15, and 3 p.m.
Sunday, Sept. 16, at Orchestra
Hall, Detroit. (313) 576-5111

O PERA

DETROIT OPERA HOUSE: Lecarning

@ the Opera House continues with
lectures, lecture/workshops, per-
formances and demonstrations for
children, young adults, adults,
seniors and special programs for
the entire family Monday-Saturday
to Aug. 26, at the opera house.
(313) 9261-3500

CEH ORA L

HOLMAN-CLIMAX MEN'S CHOIR:
From Cornwall, England per--

form a concert 7:30 p.m.

Tuesday, Aug. 21, at Rosedale
Gardens Presbyterian Church,
9601 Hubbard Dr. at West

Chicago in Livonia, 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Aug. 21. No admission
charge. (734) 422-0494

AUDITIOCINS/

OPPORTUNITIES

BEL CANTO CHORAL GROUP:
Looking for women of all voices to
perform repertoire of light classi-
cai, show tunes, light opera, sea-
sonal and ethnic favorites through
the metro Detroit area. (313) 640-
0123

BLOOMFIELD PLAYERS )
COMMUNITY THEATRE: Auditions
for The King and | 6:30 p.m.

Tuesday-Wednesday, Aug. 28-29, at ’

Lahser High School, Bloomfield
Hilis. For performances Nov. 9-11
and 16-18. (248) 433-0885

COBBLESTONE FARM DANCERS: 8

p.m. Saturday, Aug. 18, (slow jam
3-4 p.m., open band practice 4-6

p.m. free), at the Pittsfield Grange,

Ann Arbor. $7. (734) 665-
8863/(734) 426-0241

DANCE GALLERY STUDIO: Offers a

ballet intensive workshop with
Slavka Jelinkova Monday-Friday,
Aug. 20-24, Levetl | requires one to
two years of ballet ($100), Level I,

two or more years of ballet ($150),

at the gallery, Ann Arbor. (734)
747-8885

HENRY FORD COMMUNITY
COLLEGE: Auditions for Winnie-the-
Pooh 7-@ p.m. Monday, Aug. 20
and Wednesday, Aug. 22, high
school juniors through adult age
actors, in the Mackenzie Fine Arts
Center on campus, Dearborn. For
13 performances running Nov. 23
to Dec. 2. (313) 845-9817
LIVONIA CIVIC CHORUS: Searching
for a director. Rehearsals are held
7:30-9:30 p.m. Tuesdays
September through May at Frost
Middle School in Livonia. The cho-
rus, composed of approximately 60
singers, presents two concerts a
year at Christmastime and in the
spring. (734) 427-5397

Rock: Black
Rebel Motor-
cycle Club
returns with
local openers
PAIK and
The Dirty
Shame, 10
p.m. Thurs-
day, Aug. 16,
Gold Dollar,
Detroit. Call
(313) 833-

' 6873.

A Guide to entertamment in the Metro Detroit area

vesssencos

LIVONIA YOUTH CHOIR: Auditions
for girls and boys (boys must have
unchanged voices) in grades 4-8
(ages 9-13) residing in Livonia and
surrounding communities 6:30-
7:30 p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 5, at
Faith Lutheran Church, 30000 Five
Mile, west of Middiebelt, leonia
(734) 425-1749"

LIVONIA YOUTH PHILHARMONIC
OF MICHIGAN: Call Wendy Bernard
at (734) 591-7649 or visit the
Web site at www.lypm.org for jnfor-
mation about the philharmonic and
auditions for the 2001- 2002 sea-
son.

MADRIGAL CHORALE: Auditions for
male voice parts and altos 5 p.m.
Tuesday, Aug. 28, at Southfield-
Lathrup High School, (248) 352-
9527 '

METRO DANCE JUNIOR COMPANY: '

Call for dancers ages 7-10 years
old with two years ballet and one
year jazz training for performances,
conventions and master classes
through 2001-2002 season, com-
pany class and rehearsals
Saturdays beginning mid-
September, no audition regquired.
(734) 207-8870

ARS NOVA: A semi-professional 22-
voice choral ensemble based in
Royal Oak that rehearses weekly,
and performs regularly throughout
metro Detroit, is seeking new
members, particularly tenors.
Auditions will be held in late
August and early September,
Potential members should be pre-
pared to sing a short selection of
their choice (accompanist will be
provided), sight-read a short sec-
tion of music and vocalize to
demonstrate their range. To sched-
ule an audition, or for more infor-
mation, call Dr. Craig Scott
Symons (248) 414-7242 or e-mail
at csymons@home.comat. The -
2001-2002 concert season is com-
prised of four concerts, and
includes compact disc recordmg
project.

PARK PLAYERS OF N. ROSEDALE
PARK: For Harper Lee’s To Kill A
Mocking Bird, play by Christopher
Sergei, directed by Sarah Hedeen
for Park Players of N. Rosedale
Park. Cast of adults and children.
7 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 13; 2 p.m.
Sunday, Sept. 16, at the N,
Rosedale Park Community House,
18445 Scarsdale, Detroit. For
more information call, (734) 425-
5942, Show dates Friday-Sunday,
Nov. ©-11, Friday-Saturday, Nov. 16-
17.

PLYMOUTH THEATRE GUILD:
Auditions for 18 females (ages 6-

'50) and five males (ages 18-50) for

Littie Women 7 p.m. Tuesday-
Wednesday, Sept. 4-5, at the Water
Tower Theatre, Northville. For per-
formances Nov. 9-10, 16-18 and
23-24. (248) 437-8545/(248) 349-

7110 ,
SRO PRODUCTIONS: Audmons for
Visiting Mr. Green 7 p.m. Monday,
Aug. 27, in the historic chuch on
the corner of Civic Center Drive

“and Berg Road, one block east of
. Telegraph, Southfield. For Friday-

Sunday performances Oct. 12-28.
(248) 827-0710

TINDERBOX PRODUCTIONS:
Auditions for Joseph and the
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat

and for its 2001-2002 season

including the Tinderbox Showchoir
7-9 p.m. Friday, Sept. 7 (ages 13
to adult), 20 a.m. to 1 p.m. :

Q—p‘-v-vdﬂn Qamt O fmmtoam B 400 ~nA
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1.5 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 9 (ages13
to adult}, bring sheet music in your
key and be prepared to dance.
(313) 535 8962 or send e-mail to

niflo@aol. com

TRINITY HOUSE THEATRE:
Auditions for A Night of One Acts 7
p.m. Monday-Tuesday, Aug. 27-28,
the three one act comedies are
Babel’s in Arms, Time Flies and
The Picketers, reading for the audi-
tions will be fron the scripts, the
plays call for seven men and three
women, parts available for age 18
and up, no acting experience nec-
essary, at the theater, Livonia.
(734) 464-6302

VOCAL JAZZ: Schoolcraft College
is looking for ékperienced singers
for its vocal jazz program.
Applicants must have an interest in
singing jazz in groups and as a
soloist. The two groups, which
meet 3 p.m. Tuesday and Thursday
or 7-9:50 p.m. Thursday, sing in the
close harmonic style of Manhattan
Transfer and Singers Unlimited. All
members will develop a solo
singing repertoire during the
semester. The vocal jazz program
can be taken for college credit. All°
jazz performers are welcome (ages
16-80+). Rehearsals begin Aug. 28
and 30 at the college, 18600
Haggerty, between Six and Seven
Mile, Livonia. Call (734) 420-8984
or e-mail jackpier@hotmail.com

Jazz Room. Special guest Paul

RACKHAM SYMPHONY CHOIR:
Auditions for singing roles in Amaht
and the Night Visitors, Thursday,
Aug. 23. To be staged Saturday,
Dec. 8, directed by Maestro Gian
Carlo Menotti, composer of the hol-
iday opera. Soprano Mary
Cal!aghan Lynch will perform the
leading role of the.Mother.

‘Auditions for the roles of Amahl, a .

boy soprano with nchanged voice, -
ages 10-13, 7-10 p.m. on :
Thursday, Aug. 23. Auditions are
by appointment only. Call Cheryl
Krul between 9 a.m, and 7 p.m.,
Monday-Friday, (248) 738-9827.

| Performers interested in audition-

ing for the roles of the Three Kings®
and the Page should send a ‘
resume and a photograph to Ray
Litt, president, Rackham Symphony
Choir, 555 Brush Street, Number
2311, Detroit, 48226. Do not send
tapes or CDs. ’
THEATRE GUILD: Male and female ‘
roles for an old-fashioned melodra-
ma No No a Million Times No
(She's only the Farmer's

Daughter), 2 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 26
7 p.m. Monday, Aug. 27, Theatre
Guild of Livonia-Redford, 15138 -
Beech Daly Road, Redford. Certain-
roles require some singing, lots of
fun. Call (313) 531-0554 for more
inforrmation, leave a message.’

-

POPS/SWING

BIRD OF PARADISE ORCHESTRA: O
p.m. Monday, at the Bird of '
Paradise, Ann Arbor. $5 cover.

| (734) 662-8310 (big band, swmg,

bop)

BOSTON POPS: 8 p.m. Thursday,
Aug. 16, at the Fox Theatre,
Detroit. $37.50-$75. (248) 433-
1515

SINATRA THROUGH THE YEARs
Performed by Jim Paravantes &
Company 7:30-14.:30 p.m. Friday
and 8:30 p.m. to 12:30 a.m. Aug. .
17-18, 24-25, and Aug. 31-Sept. 41,
at Excalibur Restaurant, Southfield
(248) 358-3355 ‘

JAZZ/BLUES

RON BROOKS TRIO: O p.m. Tuesday
and Thursday, at the Bird of
Paradise, Ann Arbor. $5 cover.
{734) 662-8310

PAUL FINKBEINER’S JAM SESSION:
9 p.m. Sunday, at the Bird of
Paradise, Ann Arbor. $2 cover,
(734) 662-8310

DALE GRISA TRIO: 6-8 p.m.
Tuesday, at Sweet Lorraine’s in the’
Livonia Marriott Hotel. (734) 953-
7480

LOS GATOS: 2 p.m. Wednesday, at
the Bird of Paradise, Ann Arbor. $5
cover. (734) 662-8310

ICOGNITO: 8 p.m. Saturday, Aug.

.18, Fox Theatre. Detroit. $27. 50

$47.50. (248) 433-1515

PAUL KELLER: And the 17 piece
Bird of Paradise Orchestra play
Benny Goodman’s music, features |
Jim Wyse as Benny, 3-6 p.m. .
Sunday, Aug, 26, at the Monaghan
Knights of Columbus, Livonia. = -
(248) 476-2674/(248) 855-1342 .
BILL LYMPERIS: Friday-Saturday,

‘Aug. 24-25, at the Bird of Paradise;

Ann Arbor. $10. (734) 662-8310
MATT MICHAELS TRIO: Louis
Smith, trumpet & flugelhorn 8-
11:30 p.m. Wednesday, Aug. 22;
vocalist Judi Cochill 8-11:30 p.m. |
Wednesday, Aug. 29, at Ron’s -
Fireside Inn, 28937 Warren Roa
(east of Middlebelt), Garden City.
Reservations recommended for t

Vornhagen, saxophone, flute &
vocals, Wednesday, Aug. 8. $5°
cover with dinner order, $10 cover
without dinner. (734) 762-7756
LARRY NOZERO JAZZ QUINTET: -
Perform 8 p.m. to midnight

- Mondays, at Mitch Housey’'s Food

& Spirits, Livonia. (734) 425-5520
or visit the Web site at www.lar-
rynozero.com :
STONE TERRACE PATIO PARTY: 7- .
11 p.m. Tuesday (Gratitude Steel
Band) and Wednesday (The Warreh
Commission) through the summer '
at the Big Rock Chop & Brew
House, Birmingham. (248) 647-
7774 -

DENNIS & APRIL TINI: Three sets
beginning 9:30 p.m. Friday-
Saturday, Aug. 17-18, at the Bird

of Paradise, Ann Arbor. $10 cover -

for all three sets. (734) 662-8310

URSULA WALKER/BUDDY
BUDSON: 9 p.m. to 1 a.m. Friday,.

1 Saturday, Aug. 17-18 Columbine’s

Champagne Cellar, Detroit, (313)
3310922

FOLK/ _
_ACOUSTIC

PATTY GRIFFIN: 7:30 p.m. Friday,
Aug. 17, at The Ark, Ann Arbor..
$25. (734) 763-TKTS :

'DICK SIEGAL: 8 p.m. Saturday,

Aug. 18, at The Ark, Ann Arbor.
$12.50. (734) 763-TKTS ‘

sy " . " . X . ) .
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GEORGE WINSTON: Plays a benefit
for The Ark 7:30 p.m. Sunday, Aug.
26, at The Ark, Ann Arbor. $20.
(734) 763-TKTS

WORILD
MU SIC

A TWIST OF MARLEY: Featuring
classic Bob Marley songs interpret-
ed by Gerals Albright, Patti Austin,
Jonathan Bulter and Lee Ritenour 8
p.m. Saturdday, Sept. 22, at the
Fox Theatre, Detroit. $27.50,
$32.50, $42.50. (248) 433-1515
RANDY BROCK: Saturday, Aug. 18,
at Dick 0’Dow’s Irish Pub, _
Birmingham. (248) 642-1135
COMPANY OF STRANGERS: Friday,
Aug. 17, at Dick O'Dow’s Irish Pub,
Birmingham. (248) 642-1135
DOUG DEMMING: Thursday, Aug.
16 and 30, at Dick O'Dow’s Irish
Pub, Birmingham. (248) 642-1135
CARREG LAFAR: Celtic sounds
from Wales 8 p.m. Friday, Aug. 24,
at The Ark, Ann Arbor. $12.50.
(734) 783-TKTS -

PAT MCDUNN: 8-11 p.m. Friday, at
Duke Humphries, Rochester Hills.
{248) 601-11.00 (Irish)

CYRIL PAHINU}/LEDWARD
KAAPANA: Perform a Hawaiian
slack key guitar concert 8 p.m.
Thursday, Aug. 18, at The Ark, Ann
Arbot. $15. (734) 763-763-TKTS
PETE SETTERS: Wednesday, Aug.
22, at Dick O'Dow’s Irish Pub,
Birmingham. (248) 642-1135

JEFF TRACHTA: With local favorites
“The Shenanigans” 7 p.m.
Saturday, Aug. 18, at the Royal
Oak Music Theatre. $25, $35.
(734) 397-0862 -

DANCE

BLACKBERRY CREEK DANCERS:
Country western dancing 8-11:30

. p.m. Friday, Aug. 24, dance lesson
at 7:30 p.m., at the ltalian
American Cultural Center, Warren.
(313) 526-9432
COUNTERGROOVE DANCE
COMPANY: New works in concert 8
p.m. Friday-Saturday, Aug. 10-11,
in the Old Main Buiiding at Wayne
State University, Detroit. $15, $10
seniors/students with ID, children
age 12 and under. (810) 945-0330
MOON-DUSTERS: Ballroom dancing
to live bands, featuring swing, fox
trot, waltz, cha-cha and Latin,
8:30-11:30 p.m. Saturdays, at the
Livonia Civic Center, 15218
Farmington Road at Five Mile. $5.
{248) 967-1428

TRINITY IRISH DANCE COMPANY:
Show starts 8 p.m. Friday-Saturday,
Aug. 17 and 18 at Meadow Brook
Music Theatre. $35 and $25 pavil-
ion, $15 lawn. (248) 645-6666
U-vi BALLROON DANCE CLUB:
Ballroom dance lesson and open .
dancing 4-10 p.m. Sunday, at the
Union Bailroom, Ann Arbor. $2.
(734) 763-6984

COMEDY

ANN ARBOR COMEDY
SHOWCASE:Mike Green Friday- -
Saturday, Aug. 117-18,at the club,
Ann Arbor. (734) 996-S080

DEF COMEDY JAM: Featuring
Honest John, Sheryl Underwood,
Ricky Harris, Rudy Rush, Mike
Epps and DJ Showtime 8 p.m.
Saturday, Sept. 15, at the Fox
Theatre, Detroit. $32.50, $42.50.
(248) 433-15156

JOEY’S COMEDY CLUB AT
PAISANO’S: Bill Hildebrandt Friday-
Saturday, Aug. 17-18, at the club,
Dearborn. (313) 584-8885 .

MARK RIDLEY’S COMEDY CLUB:
Mike Bonner Thursday-Saturday,
Aug. 16-18,at the club, Royal Qak.
(248) 542-9200

THE AMAZING JONATHAN: Comedy
at 8 p.m., Friday, Aug. 31 at .
Meadow Brook Music Theatre. $20
pavilion, $12.50 lawn. (248) 645-
6666

" SECOND CITY: Jammin’
Wednesdays featuring The Best of
Second City; Mayor-Go-Round
opens Thursday, Aug. 18, at
Second City-Detroit. (248) 645-
6666

MUSEUMS
. AND
TOURS.

. CRANBROOK HOUSE: Tours contin-

ue to Oct. 25, walk-in Sunday tours
at 3 p.m. for $10, and 11 a.m. and
1:15 p.m. Thursday for $10, $15
for lunch (reservations needed), at
380 Lone Pine Road, Bloomfield

" Hilis. (248) 645-3147

DETROIT Z00: Dinosauria Il exhib- |

it continues through Sept. 3, at the
zoo. $7.50, $5.50 seniors/stu-
dents and ages 2-12. (248) 398-
0900 or visit the Web site at
www.detroitzoo.org

Making contact: Please submit popular music items for pﬁblication to Stephanie Casola; all others to Linda
"Chomin, two weeks in advance to the Observer & Eccentric Newspapers, 36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia 48150 or
by fax (734) 591-7279. ltems must include the date, time, venue, admission price and a telephone number.
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DOSSIN GREAT LAKES MUSEUM:
Frontier Metropolis, an exhibit look-
ing at the city of Detroit as it was
recorded in pencil skeiches, water-
colors, and ofl paintings before the
invention of the camera, continues
to Sept. 4, at the museum on Belle
Isle. (313) 8524051

HENRY FORD

MUSEUM /GREENFIELD VlLLAGE
America’s Hometown Celebration
continues to Sunday, Aug. 19 with
dramatizations in the streets and
buildings; The exhibit “Kids Stuff:
Great Toys From OQur Childhood”
continues to Sept. 18, Imax movies
“N'Sync” and “Super Speedway”
continue at the museum, Dearborn.
(313) 271-1620 |

LIVING SCIENCE LIVE ANIMALS
CAMPS: Make friends. with an ani-
mal from the rainforest, Africa and
many other piaces in the world in
camps in Canton, Grosse Pointe,
Qak Park, West Bloomfield, Wixom,
Ann Arbor, Bloomfield Hills,

‘Northville and Redford townships

through Aug. 24. (734) 207-8291
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN
MUSEUM OF ART: A walking tour
of Albert Kahn buildings on the uni-
versity’s campus 3 p.m. Sunday,
Aug. 19 (follows the museum’s 2
p.m. tour of the Kahn exhibit,
leaves from the lobby of the muse-
um, Ann Arbor. $12, $5 museum
friends. (734) 623-4440

I.IVE
M IITS I C

A FLOCK OF SEAGULLS: 6:30 p.m. -

Friday, Aug. 17, Royal Oak Music
Theatre, Royal Oak. $10.67-$15.
21 and older. (248) 645-6666
THE ALLMAN BROTHERS BAND:
Susan Tedeschi, Ekoostik Hookah,
5:30 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 18, DTE
Energy Music Theatre,
independence Township. $22.50-
$39.00. (248) 645-6666.
ALPHAWAVE: 10 p.m. Friday, Aug.
31, 313.JAC, upstairs from
Jacoby's, Detroit. 18 and older. $5.
(313) 962-7067

BACKSTREET BOYS: With Shaggy,
Krystal has been rescheduled to
7:30 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 20, The
Palace of Auburn Hills. $29.50-
$49.50. Tickets for the original
July 24 date will be honored.
Refunds available at the point of
purchase. (248) 645-6666.
BARENAKED LADIES: With The
Proclaimers, 7:30 p.m. Saturday,
Aug. 25, DTE Energy Music
Theatre, Independence Township.
$28.50-$47.50. (248) 645-6666.
THE BEACH BOYS: Thursday, Aug.
30, Michigan State Fairgrounds,
Detroit. (248) 645-8666

BELA FLECK AND THE
FLECKTONES:With Keb Mo, 7 p.m.
Sunday, Aug. 26, Royal Oak Music
Theatre, Royal Oak. $35. All ages.
(248) 645-6666

THE B52’S: 6 p.m. Friday, Sept. 7,
Freedom Hill Amphitheatre, Sterling
Heights.$15-$40. Ali ages. (248)
645-6666 :
BLACK REBEL MOTORCYCLE
CLUB: With PAIK, The Dirty Shame,
10 p.m. Thursday, Aug. 16, Gold -
Dollar, Detroit. (313) 833-6873
BLUE CAT:7 p.m. Friday-Saturday,
Aug. 30-Sept. 1, Fox and Hounds,
Bloomfield Hills. All ages. Free.
(248) 844-4800 .

LLOYD’S BLUES MUSIC FESTIVAL:
With B.B. King, Buddy Guy, John
Hyatt & The Goners, Tommy
Castro, 6 p.m. Friday, Sept. 7, DTE

" Energy Music Theatre,

Independence Township. $18. 50-
$39.50. (248) 645-66686. )
MICHAEL BOLTON: With Symphony

_Orchestra 7:30 p.m. Friday, Aug.
"34, DTE Energy Music Theatre, .

independence Township. $23 $44
(248) 645-6666. .

AL CARMICHAEL: 7 p.m. Monday,
Aug. 20, 27, Fox and Hounds,
Bioomfield Hilis. All ages. Free.
{248) 644-4800

NICK CAVE AND THE BAD SEEDS:
7 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 29, State
Theatre, Detroit. All ages. $26.75.
(248) 645-6666

| CLOUD 9: With Ubiquitus, 9:30

p.m. Saturday, Aug. 18, Blind Pig,
Ann Arbor. $5-$7. (734) 996-8555
SHAWN COLVIN: With Kim Richey,
6:30 p.m. Monday, Aug. 20, Royal
Oak Music Theatre, Royai Qak.
$27.50-$30. Al ages (248) 645-
6666

ROBERT CRAY BAND: With The
Blind Boys of Alabama, 7 p.m.
Saturday, Aug. 25, Royal Oak
Music Theatre, Royal Oak. $33. 21
and older. (248) 645-6666

BILLY RAY CYRUS AND AARON
TIPPIN: 7:30 p.m. Thursday, Aug.
18, DTE Energy Music Theatre,
independence Township. $18.50-
$32.50. (248) 645-66686.

ROY DAVIS JR.: Spinning Saturday,
Aug. ‘25, Motor, Hamtramck. (313)
389-0090

THORNETTA DAVIS: 7 p.m. Friday-
Saturday, Aug. 17-18, Fox and
Hounds, Bloomfield Hills. All ages.
Free. (248) 644- 4800 _
DEATHGIRL.COM: 9v p.m. Thursday,
Aug. 16, Magic Stick, Detroit. $5.
18 and older. (313) 833-9700
DELTA 88: With Jo Serrapere, 9:30
p.m. Thursday, Aug. 16, The Attic,
Hamtramck. $5. (313) 365-4194;
With Enzo Garcia, 8 p.m. Thursday,
Aug. 30, The Ark, Ann Arbor. $11
at the door. See hitp://delta88.net
NEIL DIAMOND: 8 p.m. Friday-
Saturday, Oct. 5-6, The Palace of
Auburn Hilts. $37.50-$67.50. ‘(248)
645-6666

DISCO BISCUITS: © p.m. Thursday,
Sept. 13, Majestic Theatre,
Detroit. $1.5. 18 and older (248)
833-9700 4
DISREGARDED: With Clutch Steel
Syndicate, Wayneeack, 9;30 p.m.
Thursday, Aug. 16, Blind Pig, Ann
Arbor. $4-$6. (734) 996-8555
DOOBIE BROTHERS: 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Aug. 22, DTE Energy
Music Theatre, Independence
Township. $15.50-$27.50. (248)
645-6666

ELECTRIC LIGHT ORCHESTRA:
Featuring Jeff Lynne, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, Sept. 22, DTE Energy
Music Theatre, Independence
Township. $29.50-$62.50. (248)
645-6666 ‘
EL VEZ: 8 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 22,
Magic Bag, Ferndale. $12 advance.
(248) 544-3030

CESARIA EVORA: 7:30 p.m. Friday,
Nov. 2, Royal Oak Music Theatre,

Royal Oak. $25-$35. 21 and older. -

(248) 645-6666

THE FLOWER KINGS: 8 p.m.
Tuesday, Sept. 11, Magic Bag,
Ferndale. $12. (248) 544-3030
GODSMACK AND DEFTONES: With
Puddie of Mud, Cky, 7:30 p.m.
Monday, Aug. 20, DTE Energy
Music Theatre, Independence
Township. $28-$41. (248) 645-
6666.

GOV'Y MULE: 2 p.m. Saturday, Oct.
8, Majestic Theatre, Detroit. $15.
18 and older. (313) 833-2700

GRATITUDE STEEL BAND: 7 p.m.
Thursday, Aug. 16 Fox and Hounds,
Bioomfield Hills. (248) 644-4800
THE GREENHORNES: With-
Geraldine, Deadly Snakes, 9 p.m.
Saturday, Aug. 25, Magic Stick,
Detroit. $8. 18 and older. (313)
8339700

THE GUESS WHO: With Randy
Bachman, Burton Cummings, Joe
Cocker, 7:30 p.m. Friday, Aug. 24,
DTE Energy Music Theatre,
Independence Township. $20-$48.
(248) 645-6666.

SAMMY HAGAR & THE
WABORITAS: 7:30 p.m. Thursday,
Sept. 6, DTE Energy Music
Theatre, independence Township.
$18-$35. (248) 6845-6666

THE IMMORTAL WINOS OF SOUL: 9
p.m. Thursday, Aug. 23, Magic
Stick, Detroit. $5. 18 and older.
(31.3) 833-9700

JUNK MONKEYS: With The
Hentchmen, The Climax Divine,
Saturday, Aug. 18, at the club,

3129 Cass Ave., Detroit. The show |

is expected to sell out. (313) 833-
6873

| JACOB FRED JAZZ ODYSSEY: 8.

p.m. Thursday, Aug. 16, Magic .
Bag, Ferndale. $5. (248) 544-3030
RON JEREMY: 7 p.m. and 10 p.m.
Saturday, Aug. 25, Magic Bag,
Ferndale. $20 per show. 21 and
over. (248) 544-3030

LAKE TROUT: With Money Mark, 9
p.m. Saturday, Sept. 8, Majestic
Theatre, Detroit. $12.50-$15. 18
and older, (313) 833-2700
LELAND: with April in Athens,
Smalt Craft Sighting, 10 p.m.
Saturday, Aug. 18, 313.JAC,
upstairs from Jacoby's, Detroit. 18
and older, $5. (313) 962-7067

LE TIGRE:With Tracy & The.
Plastics, 7 p.m. Monday, Aug. 20,
Magic Stick, Detroit. $10. (313)
'833-9700

HUEY LEWIS AND THE NEWS: 7:30
p.m. Thursday, Aug. 30, DTE .
Energy Music Theatre,
independence Township. $17. 50
$29.50. (248) 645-6666
LOVERBOY: 5 p.m. Thursday, Aug.
16, MGM Grand Casino’s Special
Events Tent, Bagley and Third
Street, Detroit. 21 and older. $10-
$20. (877) 888-2121

"MADONNA: The Drowned World
Tour, Saturday-Sunday, Aug. 25-26,
The Palace of Auburn Hills. $45-
$250. (248) 645-6666

MARS: Fresh from tour with ICP,
Mars is signing autographs 3 p.m.
Saturday, Aug. 25 at Desirable
Disc, Dearborn. The in-store
appearance is free and open to the
public.

JOHN MELLENCAMP: With The
Wallflowers, 7:30 p.m. Tuesday,
Aug. 28, DTE Energy Music
Theatre, Independence Township.
$25.50-$55.50. (248) 645-6666

MEN AT WORK: 5 p.m. Thursday,
Aug. 23, MGM Grand Casino’s
Special Events Tent, Bagley and
Third Street, Detroit. 21 and older.
$10-$20. (877) 888-2121

EDDIE MONEY: 7:30 p.m. Sunday,
Sept. 2, DTE Energy Music
Theatre, independence Township.
$13-$20. (248) 645-6666

MTV TOTAL REQUEST WITH.
DESTINY’ S CHILD, NELLY, EVE,
DREAM AND 3LW: 6 p.m. Thursday,
Aug. 23, DTE Energy Music
Theatre, independence Township.
$29.50-$48.50 (248) 645-6666.

VINCE NEIL: “The Voices of Metal,”
Ratt featuring Stephen Pearcy,
Slaughter and Vixen, 7:30 p.m.
Sunday, Aug. 19, DTE Energy
Music Theatre, Independence
Township. $16.50-$28.50. (248)
645-6666.

TED NUGENT: 7:30 p.m. Tuesday,
Aug. 21, DTE Music Energy
Theatre, Independence Township.
$18.50-$39.50. (248) 645-6666
ORIGINAL BROTHERS & SISTERS
OF LOVE: With Saturday Looks
Good To Me 9:30 p.m. Friday, Aug.
31, Blind Pig, Ann Arbor. $5-$7.
{734) 296-8555

ORIGINAL HITS: 7 p.m. Tuesday,
Aug. 21, 28, Fox and Hounds,
Bloomfield ‘Hills. All ages. Free.
(248) 844-4800

THE NEW RASCALS: With The
Association, Gary Puckett, 7 p.m.
Friday, Aug. 17, DTE Energy Music
Theatre, Independence Township.
$16.50-$26.50. (248) 645-6666
PINBACK:With Natural History, 6
p.m. Friday, Aug. 24, Magic Stick,
Detroit. $7. AH ages. (313) 833-
| 9700 - : =

more.

‘This will be laughing week’: Waich out indie
rock boys and girls, Reggie & The Full Effect, -
Ultimate Fakebook (above), Hot Rod Circuit and |
Koufax hit town this weekend. Get this, 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Aug. 21, head downtown to the Magic -
Stick for a little rock mayhem. Wear your black-
rimmed glasses and rock T-shirts. Ticket are $12
for this all ages show. Call (313) 833-9700 for

[SRR N

THE POP PROJECT: With The
Sights, DJ Aaron Warshaw, 2 p.m.
Wednesday, Aug. 22, Magic Stick,
Detroit. $5. 18 and older. (313)
8339700 :

PT'S REVENGE: Downtown Brown,
Struggie For Meaning, 10 p.m.
Friday, Aug. 17, 313.JAC, upstairs
from Jacoby’'s, Detroit. 18 and
older. $5. (313) 962-7067
QUEEN BEE: With Thrall, Radium,
10 p.m. Friday, Aug. 17, Gold
Dollar, Detroit. (313) 833-6873
REGGIE & THE FULL EFFECT: With
Hot Rod Circuit, Ultimate
Fakebook, Koufax, 7 p.m. Tuesday,

Aug. 21, Magic Stick, Detroit. $12.

Ali ages. (313) 833-9700

MARK REITENGA & THE
MARKSMEN: 9:30 p.m. Thursday’s,
Rosie O'Grady’s, Ferndale. (248)
591-9163; 2 p.m. Saturday, Aug.
25, Lily's Seafood, Royal Oak.
(248) 591-5459

ROLLING ROCK TOWN FAIR TOUR:
With Tantric, Oleander, Beautiful

| Creatures, 7:30 p.m. Thursday,

Sept. 27, Majestic Theatre,
Detroit. $12.50-$15. Al ages.
{313) 833-9700

JACKIE ROUSH: 9 p.m. Saturday,
Aug. 25, Plymouth Coffee Bean,
Plymouth. Free shows.

SADE: Lover's Rock Tour, 7:30 p.m.

Sunday, Aug. 19, The Palace of
Auburn Hills. Tickets $35.25-
$75.25. {248) 645-6666

JACK SCOTT: Friday, Aug. 17 out-
side Duggan’s Tavern on Woodward
during the Woodward Dream
Cruise, Saturday, Aug. 18 at
Hunter House, Birmingham, during

1 the Woodward Dream Cruise. See

iankarntt risdvedan com

THE SIGHTS: The Witches, 10 p.m.
Friday, Aug. 24, 313.JAC, upstairs’
from Jacoby's, Detroit. 18 and
older. $5. (313) 962-7067
SIMPLICITY:10 p.m. Thursdays in -
August, 313.JAC, upstairs from
Jacoby’s, Detroit. $5. 18 and oldec
(313) 962-7067 <
SQUAREPUSHER AND PLAID: © .
p.m. Saturday, Aug. 18, St.
Andrews Hall, Detroit. All ages.
$12. (248) 645-6666

STONEY MAZAAR & THE
WESTSIDERS: 7 p.m. Friday-
Saturday, Aug. 24-25, Fox and
Hounds, Bloomfieid Hills. All ages.
Free. (248) 644-4800
ROBERTA SWEED: 7 p.m. hH
Wednesday, Aug. 22, Fox and- - {
Hounds, Bloomfield Hilis. All ages:
Free. (248) 644-4800 - o
MICK TAYLOR: 8 p.m. Sunday, Aug.
26, Magic Bag, Ferndate. $18. 7.
{248) 544-3030 .
JEFF TRACHTA: With The S
Shenanigans, 7 p.m. Saturday, Aug.
18, Royal Oak Music Theatre, '»;
Royal Oak. $25-$35. (248) 645-
6666

3 DOORS DOWN: With Nlckelback
7:30 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 8, DTE
Energy Music Theatre,
Independence Township. $20. 50—
$31.50. (248) 645-6666.
2 DAYS STRAIGHT: With Face =
Metaphysical Jones, 9:30 p.m. <~
Friday, Aug. 17, Blind Pig, Ann  *.
Arbor. $5-37. (734) 926-8555
VERTICAL HORIZON: With SR-71,
Nine Days, 7:30 p.m. Saturday,
Sept. 1, DTE Energy Music :
Theatre, Independence Township.f‘f
$20-$32.50. (248) 645-6666. -
PETE YORN: Thursday, Aug. 16, ~
The Shelter, Detroit. (313} 961— h
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Sequel tastes like first slice

BY CHRISTY LEMIRE
AP ENTERTAINMENT WRITER

American Pie 2 isn’t so much a
second slice as it is a reheated
piece of the original. It tastes
just as good, though.

It’s the funniest movie of the
summer — a perfect summer
movie, in fact, because it is so
raunchy and yet so lovable.

The whole gang is back from
the first movie, which ended
with high school graduation.
Now, the characters have fin-
ished their freshman year in col-
lege and are together for the
summer at a Michigan lake
House.

They're a little older, but they
haven’t changed much. Goofy
Jim (Jason Biggs) still pines for
sexy foreign-exchange student

Nadia (Shannon Elizabeth). Oz
(Chris Klein), the good-natured
jock, is still dating wholesome
choir gir!l Heather (Mena
Suvari), who’s spending the sum-
mer in Europe, Intellectual
Finch (Eddie Kaye Thomas) con-
tinues to obsess over Stifler’s
mom, his Mrs. Robinson con-
quest from the original. Their
leader, Kevin (Thomas Ian
Nicholas), and perky blonde
Vicky (Tara Reid) have broken
up, but they’re learning to be
friends.

And then there’s Stifler (Seann
William Scott), who has only
changed by becoming more
obnoxious. As in the original, he
gets all the best lines — none of
which are repeatable here, of
course.

You need to have seen the first
American Pie to get many of the
references — to Jim’s Internet
sexcapades, to Stifler’s mom, to
the twisted things that hap-
pened “one time, at band camp.”

But there are enough daringly
funny moments for the uninitiat-
ed. And while the direction from
J.B. Rogers (Say it Isn’t So) is
erratic at times, most people in
the audience won’t notice
because they’ll be laughing too
hard.

The characters are so well
drawn that even when they say
something potentially corny and
feel-good, you don’t cringe
because you care about them.

The movie’s fun and funny; it’s
mindless, but it has a heart.
Have a seat and dig in.

Legendary techno DJ Carl

| Craig invites listeners to
| attend a rare live performance

outside Cranbrook’s Art Muse-

| um in Bloomfield Hills. This
| will be Craig’s second appear-

ance at the museum and will

- feature a visual and audio per-
| formance of Craig manipulat-
| ing the sound sculptures of leg-
| endary designer/artist Harry
Bertoia. See Craig from 7 to-

11 p.m. Frxday, Aung. 17, at the
museum’s Peristyle, 39221

Woodward Avenne in Bloom-.

field Hills. Admission is $5 and
includes art, music, food and

“Harry Bertoia’s sound sculp-
tures fuse art and music,” says
Sarah Schleuning, assistant
curator of Cranbrook Art

Museum. “It only makes sense

to have Detroit’s own visicnary
. Carl Craig mterpret the sound
pieces.”

Film inspires record deal

Coinciding with the Septem-
ber release of the rock ‘n roll
comedy Rock Star, starring
Mark Wahlberg and Jen-
nifer Aniston, Warner Bros.
Pictures is looking for the next
big thing. The Rock Star Tour
Search is a national contest for
undiscovered bands, which
offers a chance to perform at
the film’s premiere and a demo
deal with Priority Records.

Beginning at 7 p.m. Thurs-
day, Aug. 16, the Rock Star
tour hits Mount Clemens’s

Emerald Theatre, where 10 -
performers compete to become .

a semi-finalist. The contest will
be followed by a special
advance screening of the film
and the band Rldgemont High
will perform.

Thirteen winners will be
selected. The winners will
receive a shopping spree from

- the Gap, a tour of Warner Bros.

Studios, and a trip to Los Ange-
les to attend the premiere of
Rock Star.

QOut of these 13 contestants,
three finalists will be chosen

Space Nelson

and their performances will be
posted on VH1. com. Vote for
your favorite on Labor Day
weekend. The grand prize is a
Rock Star diamond necklace
from FOPE Jewelry and a
demo deal from Priority
Records. The grand prize win-
ner will also perform live at the
Rock Star premiere party.

Go to VHI1. com or rockstar-
movie.com for national rules
and www.DRQRadio. com for

iocal rules.

Local band has an edge

If Detroit-based band, Space
Nelson enters the contest,
other contestants better watch
out — they've been awfully
lucky lately. As one of three
finalists in the Alice 106.7 FM
Battle of The Bands, this group
will open for A Flock of Seag-
ulls at the Royal Oak Music
Theatre this Friday, Aug. 17.
The other finalists are Sum-
mer Rain and Elephant Ger-
ald. All three groups were
asked to send a press kit and
CD ento members of the B52's
and will be considered to per-
form as openers for the upcom-
ing B52’s concert Sept. 7 at
Freedom Hill Amphitheatre.

Space Nelson consists of
(shown above, left to right)
John Piasentin of Farmington
{guitar and vocals), Pete Hop-
ersberger of Howell (key-
boards), Gary Lock of Oak Park
(bass) and Eric Fischer of Royal
Oak (drums). Piagentin, Hop-
ersberger and Fischer grew up
in Livenia. Space Nelson was
one of four local bands chosen
to perform at the Van’s

| Stdy tuned for an eventful weekend

| Carl Craig at Cranbrook

Warped Tour last Sunday i
Pontiac. Together since 199
Space Nelson has released tw
records Cutting Edge Pinb
and Slackjawed. Listen fi
more on this local foursome.

In other contest new:
Detroit rockers Fine Bon
China won the MGD Battle |
the Triangle, a three-day batt
of the bands marathon hosi
by Skid Row’s Sabastia
Bach. Out of 20 local ban

" Fine Bone China was choser

an audience of 1,500 and wi
perform at the 2001 MG
Blind Date show in the Berm
da Tmangle

Talking it out

Professor Griff, formerly-
the rap group Public Enemy.
will hold a roundtable discu
sion on “Bootlegging, Samplin
and Burning”, 2 p.m. Sunday,
Aug. 19 at the African World:
Festival on Hart Plaza. Th
panel will consist of the recor
ing artist, a representative.
from a record label, a retaile
and twe consumers who will
discuss the ongoing debate over:
this increasing phenomenon i
the record industry. Admissio
to The African World Festi.
val is free.

The panel will discuss the
pros and cons of bootlegging;.
sampling and burning compa
discs and how it may or ma,
not benefit the consumer; tak
money out of the artist’s poc]
et; and cause the recordin
industry to increase the cost
production and retail sales.’

The roundtable discussio
will take place in Café Diasp
78, located on the lower level
the plaza.lt features a varie
of vendors, House and Hip-Hop
music, a DJ and a platform fo
poets, emcees and dancers o
express themselves. Other pe
formance ~and activitie
include: a graffiti art demosz
gtration, break dance demo:
stration, open mic poetry and
jewelry-making demonstration..
Call (313) 494-5800. B

~— Compiled by S.A. Casola

ETROIT DUCKY DERBYo
Save the Date: Sunday, August 26, 2001 :
Kensington Metropark, Maple Beach, Milford, Michigan

Fun Carnival for entire family ending with
Second Annual Ducky Derby

Many Prizes to win, including a chance to win

" ONE MILLION DOLLARS!

11 am. - 3 p.m.
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Adoption papers are available at all
Hiller’s Shopping Center Markets
or contact Hadassah at (248) 683-5030 for more information
All proceeds to benefit Children’s Cancer Research
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