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Educatlon issues: :
Debates over the fate of
Central Middle School
and the investigation
over MEAP irregularities
get a going over in
Observer editorials./A10

Radio: Terry Gross, host of
Nuational Public Radio’s
afternoon show Fresh Air,
talks about her work and
experiences. She’ll be fea-
tured at the Ann Arbor
Summer Festival on Sun-
day./B1

Hammer time: A surprise
party was built on o
hardware-construction
theme, with such features
as invitations printed on
actual blueprints and o
hardware store as the
site./CL

Matchquiz.com: A West-
land husband and wife
team designed a Web site
to allow couples to test
their values and compati-
bility on a variety of top-

. ics ranging from money to
honesty./C9

Perseverance pays: Wzth
- a little (or a lot) of persis-

tence, just about any

home can be sold./E1
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Canton Michugan

brate where it’s been and how far it
has come in the last decade.

The Liberty Fest 2001 logo illus-
trates the past-meets-present idea,
according to its designer, Sharon
Dillenbeck.

See special section inside

“Ten years ago, a friend and I
came up with the logo, and called it
One Spirit,” she said. “So we
thought for this the 10th anniver-
sary this year, we'd update the most
memorable logo.”

The logo was meaningful to Dillen-
beck because of its symbols, she said.

The stars and the stripes on the
traditional American-flag-themed
logo serve as symbols for community
and togetherness, Dillenbeck
explained.

“I added more stars because we're
growing as a community and as a
festival,” said Dillenbeck, who alsc
co-chairs the fine arts and fine crafts
shows at Liberty Fest. “The whole

Festival forecast:
Good times ahead

Weather report

festival is just about that, about the
community pulling together to pull
this whole thing off.”

Canton’s celebration

The four-day extravaganza will be
held in Heritage Park, behind the
Canton Administration Building and
Library, just west of Canton Center
Road between Cherry Hill and Sum-
mit Parkway.

One of the new highlights of the

festival will be the Canton Project

Arts Canton Celebrates its People
Please see LIBERTY FEST, A8

Band will
march on

B JULY 4 PARADE

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER
tbruseato@oe.homecomm.net

The Plymouth-Canton Marching
Band, which finished second in nation-
al competition, will be among the near-
iy 100 entries in this year’s Good
Morning USA Fourth of July parade.

“The parents wanted the band to be
in the parade, so we decided to do it,”
said Connie Moore, president of the
Music Boosters Association. “The band
has been practicing this week for the
fall show, so the kids will be ready.

They'll be playing traditional patriotic -

music for the parade.

“The parents are excited about it,
and the kids are looking forward to
playing,” she said. “We’re hoping for a
big turnout and support.”

The Plymouth-Canton Marching
Band is the second high school band to

Please see BAND, AB
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Missing teen
worries family

Police seek clues in dlsappearance

BY CAROL MARSHALL
STAFF WRITER
cmarshall@oe.homecomm.net .
‘ ) BY CAROL MARSHALL
This weekend Canton will cele- STAFF WRITER

cmarshall@oe.homecomm.net

A Canton gir!l is missing, and her
disappearance has her family and
police stumped.

Angelica Jennifer Montero, 16, who
prefers to be called Jennifer, disap-
peared after the last day of her sopho-
more year at Plymouth Canton High
School.

“At first I didn’t think she was
(prone to be) a runaway, but now I'm
not sure,” said Canton Police Sgt.
Charles Raycraft.

Montero called her mother, Trinidad
Estefan, at 7:30 p.m. Thursday to tell
her she was at the Westland Shopping
Center.

“I told her she had to come home
because she was expected at work,” in
the family’s cleaning business Estefan
said. “She told me she couldn’t make it
back because it would take an hour, so
I got upset and said, ‘Fine T'll just go to
work.”

Estefan hasn’t heard from her
daughter since.

“Once we figured out she didn’t come

Angelica Jennifer Montero

and her pager all night, and in the
morning we called the police,” she said..

Estefan said her daughter, the oldest
of three girls, was never known tfo stay
out late and she and her daughter
have a close relationship.

“She wouldn’t run away. I would
know if she was having a problem,” she
said. “We talked about sex, drugs,
boys, everything.”

Please sce MISSING GIRL, A2

Starkweather grads right in tune

At commencement: Samantha Serafin of Canton, left, lead singer of the band Serafin, per-
forms onstage during the Starkweather Adult & Alternative Education awards and gradua-
tion ceremony Thursday June 14, at Plymouth Salem High School. Plymouth Canton Com-
munity Schools Superintendent Kathleen Booher, and board members Liz Givens, Steve
Guile and Mark Slaven look on, at right. For more photos, and a complete list of Stark-
weather graduates, please turn to Page A3 in today’s Observer.

STAFF PHOTOQ BY PAUL HURSCHMANN

We’re No. 1.:
Amanda Lentz

New Belleville High
is this group’s goal

B VAN BUREN PUBLIC SCHOOLS

embraces
teammate
Stephanie
Johnson as
Lindsay Lash-
er celebrates,
at left, after
the Plymouth
Canton Chiefs
defeated Troy
High School
in Saturday’s
girls soccer
state final at
Plymouth
Canton to
claim the state
championship
in Division 1.

STAFF PHOTO BY JOHN STORMZAND

BY KURT KUBAN
STAFF WRITER
kkuban@oe.homecomm.net

A determined group of coaches
and teachers wants the Van
Buren community to take a good
look at Belleville High School.
They don’t think the community
is going to like what it sees.

Calling themselves the Com-
mittee for a New Belleville High
School, the three dozen or so
members are mostly coaches
and some teachers. They say
they are trying to raise aware-
ness to the “deplorable” condi-
tions of many of the school’s
facilities, especially the athletic
facilities.

“We probably have the worst
athletic facilities for a Class A
school in the state,” said assis-

:tant football coach Ernie

Krumm.

According to Krumm, one -
need look no further than the .

old gymnasium, which was built
in the 1920s. The school has a
newer gym, but the old gym is
still used for some gym classes.
The old gym’s interior is domi-
nated by peeling paint, a
chipped ceiling and deteriorat-
ing wood floor. Because it was
built at a time When girls didn’t
participate in gym class, there is
no locker room for the girls, and

they must walk across campus

to another facility after clags.
From the same gym, a flight
of stairs leads down to-the
wrestling locker room, which
Krumm calls the “single worst
facility in the school.” The
musty room contains only one
urinal and one toilet. Rusty
water runs from a faucet in a

Please seo QBEI.I.EViI.I..E, A2
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Gunman eludes capture

Canton Police are investigat-

- ing an armed robbery of the

Mobil gas station located at
44431 Michigan Ave.

According to police reports, a
young man entered the gas sta-
tion at about 3 a.m. Saturday.
The suspect, who was armed
with a small revolver, ordered a
store clerk to get the money out
of the cash register.

Once the cash drawer was
open, the suspect grabbed an
undisclosed amount of cash and
two cartons of cigarettes. He
then fled out of the store without
incident.

Canton Police responded to
the scene and used a K-9 unit to
track the suspect. The track led
to the shoulder of nearby Shel-
den Road where officers
observed southbound tire tracks.

The suspect is described as an
African-American male, 15 to 18
years old, approximately 5-feet-
5-inches tall and 130 pounds.

Check fraud

Canton Police uncovered a
laundry list of items possibly
stolen from a hardware store
while they were investigating
two suspects for fraud at anoth-
er store.

Police officers were called to

Meijer Monday night to investi- -

gate a fraudulent check.

Two suspects from Detroit
were being questioned about the
check for $228.52, when a third
suspect was found sitting on a
bench outside the Ford Road
store.

He said his two friends paid
him to chauffer them to the
store for some shopping. Police

n » »
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Montero’s green 1995 Ford
Escort was found Saturday in
Southgate. A 21-year-old Detroit
man was driving the car, accord-
ing to Raycraft. Montero’s purse
and pager were in the car when
Michigan State Police stopped
the man driving it. The man was
questioned and released, but
Rayecraft said police are continu-
ing to question him.

The Detroit man told police he
met Montero at a house party in
southwest Detroit. Canton Police
and the Detroit Police Gang Unit
obtained a warrant to search the
house, but did not find Montero,
One man at the house was
arrested on charges of possession
with intent to deliver drugs and
possession of guns.

Raycraft said after questioning
witnesses at the house, he

"'Service-A Family Tradition"

LJ. GRIFFI HOME, INC.

Simpl
CREMATION

$2,995
42600 FORD ROAD * CANTON
(734) 981-1700

David G. Griffin, Manager

asked if they could search his
vehicle, and he complied.

The officers found nearly $300
worth of Home Depot merchan-
dise. The suspect said his
friends bought the merchandise
-earlier that evening, but he
couldn’t remember from which
store.

All three suspects were taken
into custody for outstanding

_warrants on charges including

fraud and domestic violence. The
fraud investigation continues.

Smoky swindlers

Canton Police are investigat-
ing a breaking and entering at
the Marathon gas station at
42438 Warren Road.

COP CALLS

Police responded to a store
alarm early Monday morning.

When they arrived, they saw
the store window was broken
and there was blood on the
glass.

The store owner, a 24-year-old
Farmington Hills man, arrived
shortly after police. He let them
in the store and reviewed the in-
store security tape.

The tape shows a pickup
parked outside the store. Two
men got out of the pickup, and
the driver smashed the store
window. Both men entered the
store and stole about 50 cartons
of Marlboro Light cigarettes val-
ued at more than $1,600 before
fleeing.

believes Montero was there
sometime last week, but cannot
determine when she left.

Witnesses said she arrived at
the house, on the 4800 block of
Trenton, with a girlfriend,
another teen from Canton. The
other teen has returned home,
but said she has not heard from
Montero.

Raycraft said some time after
Montero’s arrival at the house,
she left alone on foot. '

Raycraft reported the house
caught fire Wednesday morning,
and arson investigators are look-
ing into the fire.

“Everything is suspicious and
things are getting worse and
worse,” Raycraft said.

Getting back on track

Estefan said her daughter was

a good student who worked hard
this year to improve her grades.

She said Montero’s grades
slipped after the family moved to
Michigan from Phoenix in Octo-
ber.

Estefan said her daughter had
been putting in late nights at
school trying to get caught up on
her school work and tried out for
the softball team in the spring.

She also said her daughter
made a few friends this year but
was still sometimes lonely.

Estefan said her daughter was
heartbroken after she had invit-
ed a dozen friends to a May 20
birthday party.

“Only two friends showed up,”
she said. “She was very disap-
pointed, but she didn’t want me
to know how upset she was.”

Despite her trouble adjusting

to the move, Estefan said her
daughter’s mood had begun to
turn around. »

“She was just a couple of
weeks ago telling everybody-
things were getting better now,”
she said. “She said she now loves
Michigan.”

Estefan said she does not
believe her daughter ran away
from home because she hated to
sleep at other people’s houses.

“She would never go to sleep-
overs. She loved to be at home,”
she said. “She would never run
away. She just couldn’t do any-
thing to hurt me.”

Anyone with information on
the whereabouts of Angelica
Jennifer Montero is urged to call
Canton Police at (734) 394-5400.

Athletic director leaving; New
transportation director hired

Brian Wolcott, who has held
the position of director of athlet-
ics, will be leaving the district
Aug. 10 to work for Birmingham
Public Schools as dean of the
ninth grade.

weeks to clean up lose ends.”

A replacement for Wolcott has
not been announced.

Meanwhile, the board of edu-
cation has approved the hiring of
a new director of transportation

$950 BY TONY BRUSCATO “I will be working with kids, and safety.
tSITAFF “;%I@?‘,ER b . which is what I miss tremen-  Melvin Latnie, most recently
BURI 4 i or ruscatooe.nomecomm.ne dously,” said qucott, who has held the position of transporta-
e MieGrath TP Plemoeuth-Canton Community worked in the distrier for six  tion director ! f)r Lincaln Consoli-
;;zm& g};ﬁ.ﬂfgg‘ Manager CﬁEMATEQN Schools wili be losing its high years. "TlI be helping Py nouth-  dated Schoeels in Ypsilanti
(734) 416-9 4(')”0 g Casket,Vlsitatlon school athletic director in Canton get through a transition Before that, Latnie worked as a
custserve and Service August. period, working the next few transportation supervisor for

Ann Arbor Public Schools.

Latnie will replace Marv Bar-
tal, whose contract was not
renewed by the district.
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STAFF PHOTOS BY PAUL HURSCHMANN

t did it: Karla Case of Pinckney thrusts her hand in the air after receiving her
diploma during the Starkweather Adult & Alternative Education awards and
graduation ceremony Thursday at Plymouth Salem High School.

A hug for
Chris: Chris
Foor of Ply-
mouth
embraces
Adult Edu-
cation Coor-
dinator
Carol Saun-
ders at the
reception
following
graduation
ceremonies.

Class of 2001

Starkweather graduates hit
the stage to get diplomas

The following were honored
as graduates of Plymouth-Can-
ton Community Schools Adult
and Alternative Education
(Starkweather Center) at a cer-
emony held Thursday:

Melanie G. Abbott

Rose Adams

Jeffrey M. Apel

Elizabeth Louise Barnes

Brandor: Dean Blair

Joseph Russelt Boyd 1l

Justin Lee Boyer

Martina E. Brewer

Elizabeth Mae Brock

Kyle Luke Cafarelli

Karla Kristin Case

Benjamin T. Catteral!

Jared N. Charest

Kimherly A. Chernauckas

Robert C. Costa

Sheita Marie Cox-Diggs

Mayur R. Desaj

Kyle Dexter

Jeffrey M. Fabry
Christopher Foor

Julie K. Frayne

Jesse Jacob Garcia
Andrew 1. Giesler
Balwinder K. Gil
Danielle Merritt Goulet
Stephanie Lee Gula
Lindsy Elizabeth Haber
Douglas James Henson
Kenneth Wayne Holman
Randeep Singh Hora
Courtney Ann Hutchings
Patrick Antwan Johnson.
Stefan Jan Konopka
Heather Marie Kraus
Bruce H. Lee

Amenah L. Lewis
Michael Donald Little
Motica Nichelle Lowery

James B. Moore
Kristoffer Lee Neiger
Jared L. Newman
Tuyen Thi Nguyen
George Nistas
Matthew David Otiver
Jesse David Papp

. Deatra Terese Pietraz

Brandy Kathleen Reedy
Rebecca L. Rice

Jeffrey M. Sayles
Samatha Grace Serafin
Mirna Esmeralda Serrano
Christopher L. Sheaffer
Kristen Marcia Slade
Kyle A. Smith

Robert Scott Smith

Julia Renee Stacey
Joseph N. Stinson
Jeffrey Lee Swiger

Ann Elizabeth Tishkowski
Adrianna A. Vazquez

Smile! The Starbreather Adult & Alternative inuc

(UFOH '
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Rachelle Yvonne Washington
Jason L. Whitmore

Tynthia L. Curran

N

Krystai Marie Lynett
; ico Dawr W i
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District presents 2 women
with Extra Miler awards

English as a Second Language
teacher Harminder Bagga and
school nurse Mary Huber both
received the Extra Miler Award
at the board of education meet-
ing on June 12,

Bagga and Huber were both
cited for the assistance they
have given to a particular stu-
dent over the past two years.

Bagga has helped many stu-
dents who did not have effective
English language skills. Many
of these students are not aware
of American customs and have
difficulty knowing the routine of
school. She helps these students

with their adjustment.

Huber has been an extremely
important and efficient employ-
ee, working with schools and
students as a school nurse.

In one particular incident they
worked closely on a case for
more than two years to assist an
elementary student’s family to
understand the importance of a
surgery procedure to close a cleft
on the soft palate for their
daughter. It meant spending
many hours explaining compli-
cated procedures to the parents
through an interpreter. It
meant not getting discouraged

when appointments were can-
celed and sitting with the par-
ents at the hospital and going to
appointments. In all, it meant
extra hours beyond the school
day. Both Huber and Bagga
exhibited a determination te
help this student and family
which is truly the mark of an
“Extra Miler.”

Huber and Bagga received cer-
tificates of recognition, pins of
the Flag of Liberty and Learn-
ing, and dinner gift certificates,
all presented by board member
Elizabeth Givens.

Did you know?

B June 21 is the beginning of
summer for the Northern Hemi-
sphere and the beginning of win-
ter for the Southern Hemi-
sphere?

M Rice Krispies and Velveeta
cheese were introduced in 19287

B If you want your plant’s
leaves to shine, wipe them with
glycerin, or clean the leaves with

.a cotton ball dipped in milk or
mineral 0il?

B Sunday, June 24. is “Ameri-
ca’s Kids Day”? A day set aside
to teach our children the value
of life, liberty and the pursuit of
happiness.

B The Universal Product Code
(bar code) was introduced on
June 26, 19747

Web watch

Check out these new Web
sites:

B www.legalzoom.com

B www.museumgardenhisto-
ry.org

B www.cleanup.org

W www.u2.com

® www . kidsgardening.com

Qand A

Q: What was the “Great Cir-
cus Train Wreck?”

A: On June 22, 1918, a Michi-
gan Central Railrocad troop
train, after several days of shut-
tling soldiers to New York from
Chicago, was deadheadifg back
to the Midwest when it struck
the rear of the Hagenbeck-Wal-
lace Circus train. The circus
train had stopped to have its
brake box overhauled at Ivan-
hoe, Ind. Fifty-three circus per-
formers were killed. Of the cir-
cus animals not kilied outright,
many that were crippled and
maimed had to be destroyed by
police officers. The performers,
of whom only three could be
identified, were buried in a mass
grave. The engineer, A K, Sar-
gent, who was accused of falling
asleep at the throttle, was tried
and acquitted.

Source: Chase’s 2001 Calen-
dar of Events

Young Adult Autobiogra-
phies

M A General’s Life by Omar N.
Bradley and Clair Blair

n Outwitting The Gestapo by
Lucie Aubrac

B First Lady From Plains by
Rosalynn Carter

B Ever The Winds Of Chance
by Carl Sandburg

B Year Of Fear: a Jewish
prisoner waits for Auschwitz by

Irene S. Gibbons

BUILDING A CLASSICAL
CD COLLECTION

B Franz Schubert - String
Quintet in C

B Johannes Brahms and
Peter Ilyich Tchaikovsky -
Violin Concertos

B Nicolai Rimsky-Korsakov
- Scheherazade

B Antoin Dvorak - Sym-
phonies Nos. 7, 8, 9 (The
Three Great Symphonies)

B Claude Debussy and
Maurice Ravel - String Quar-
tets

Hot Topic of the Week

B Canton Liberty Fest Fine
Art and Craft Show! This juried
Fine Art and Fine Art Craft
Show will have over 100 artists
with their original conceptions.
No commercially produced mer-
chandise or resale available.
Approved categories will be
prints, sculpture, ceramics, jew-
elry, drawings and selected fine
crafts. The Fine Arts Show runs
June 23 and 24 at Heritage
Park, Cherry Hill and Canton
Center Road. For more informa-
tion, contact (734) 453-3710,

@ the Canton Library is com-
piled by Laura Dorogi of the
library staff. The library is at
1200 8. Canton Center. For more
information about library pro-
grams and services, call (734)
397-0999.

SCOUNT'S SUMMI

~GET UP TO 55% OF|

SWIMMING POOLS, HOT TUBS & GAZEBOS
- "Everything You Need for the Ultimate Backyard Vacation!

| BONUS BUY BONUS BUY
1 24° Round Sharkline Pool Designar Oak Oval

Location Only!
Sat,, June 23rd 10-6
Sun., June 24th 11-6

ENHANCEMENT
PACKAGE
$800 VALUE

When You Purchase A
Bonus Buy Poot

Includes:
| 1 H.P Waterway Sand Fiter, |

| - Ladder, Skinuner, Vac. Kit,
Testlﬂt . S

Sugy. Ret. 82299

24' ALUMINUM CAVALCADE
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51288
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8’ HOT TUB

| LEISURE BAY
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Euro Massage Jels
Dual 5 H.P. Pump 30
P’"S"F"I,LEL':“’ Pro Jels, Waterfall,

Kinetic Lighting & Cover
FOR

%5999
9 3699

Sugg. Ret. $9938

COVERS
82" or 92"

NORDIG SPORT EMERALD

5 PERSON OCTAGON . |cLASSIC #499
PORTABLE SPA 1/2 OFF i S Suou,
18 Jots ¢ = 6 [ A
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Sugg. Ret. $3499 Sugg. Ret. $8089
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' Susg Ret sse 99 Exp. 6-25-01 1 Engl I nn ' GET a”EEprn;-gg $699:

:POOL FILTER TIMER: iRATE o " SWINILINE FLOATING
. :  LOUNGE CHAIR '
_ONLY $18°° ?ﬁ#" $34949 P

el

“JUNE 23"' & 24“'
LIVONIA LOCATION ONLY
28302 Joy Rd. (Btw. Middiebelt & Inkster) FINANCING

734-261-8580 ax=
REAT TIMES RIGHT AT HOME!

Pools « Spas ¢ Billiards



http://www.legalzoom.com
http://www.cleanup.org
http://www.u2.com
http://www.kidsgardening.com
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decaying sink. There are holes
Jeft in the ceiling where tiles
were once ripped out to repair
water pipes.

Despite the cramped, dreary
conditions, the wrestling team
{inished 47-1 this year, and has
won its league six out of the last
Seven years.

Other sports teams must deal

. with similar conditions. Because
the school’s swimming pool has
just six lanes, Belleville can’t
host any state-sanctioned
meets. The limited space forces
divers to practice dives in the
same lanes as the swimmers.
They just wait for swimmers to
get to the other side of the pool.

When the new gymnasium
was built in the 1950s, the has-
ketball court was made several
feet shorter than regulation.
which means the school can’t
host any state basketball tourna-
ment ganies.

GARDEN HOSE

75' 3/4" dinmeter

$29°

REG. $34.99

#2700-049

Emerald Green

ARBORVITAE

51 B&B

$ 5 8.99

REG. $69.99
#0734-305

OO Atk G AR D €N

SHEIWPLACE

We're still plantin’!

Colorite FREMIUM HEAVY-DUTY

Big hole: The ceiling above

the secondary gym has a

hole in it where the plaster
is cracked and falling.

The football program is not
spared, either. Both the varsity
and junior varsity locker rooms

a7 \I ﬂ,\/

i

1 gallon

REG. $7.99

GreenThumb LARGE AREA
OSCILLATING

2312097 REC. $i2.99

' WOODEN PLANTERS,

i QW BOXES & POTS
== 33% Off

REG. $1.99 - $79.99

. §5 Assorted colors.
w_Sizes. and styles

are small, and the press box is
falling apart and can hold just a
couple people.

“These facilities are just
pathetic. It's a disgrace to our
school. The real shame is,
despite these conditions, we
have some of the best sports pro-
grams in thé state,” said Mike
Colletta, the school’s athletic
director.

Krumm, who also teaches
geography and history at the
school, said the problems extend
beyond the athletic facilities.

“Being on the athletic side, we
as coaches are obviously more in
tune with these issues. But it
wouldn’t be prudent for us to say
‘Just build us new athletic facili-
ties.” That’s not good enough,
because it goes way beyond just
a sports issue.

“We are sorely behind in tech-
nology and lacking in class-
rooms. Every single classroom is

Butter:ﬂy Blue Scabiosa
Moonbeam Coreopsis
~ Purple Coneflower

ave work have us
deliver your products!

We still have an exceltent
selection of herbs, annuals
and hanging baskets!

SHREDDED BARK

Double Shredded Hardwood Bark

$249,

REG. $27.99/cuyd.
Shredded Cedar Bark
2 7’99/ i yd
REG, $29.99/cuyd,

SAME DAY DELIVERY MON,-SAT.

NURSERY

and GARDEN CTENTER

Comprehensive surgical care,
right in your community.

Did vou know that Oakwood Annapolis Hospital treats thousands of surgical patients
each vear? Right in your community, we offer advanced surgical and endoscopic
procedures rivating those offered at some of the area’s well-known hospitals.

Performed in a newly-renovated facility, using state-of-the-art lasers and other
surgical equipment, Qakwood Annapolis surgeons provide a wide variety of
services including: hip and knee replacements, endoscopic sinus surgery, sentinal
lymph node hiopsies. treatment of abdominal aortic aneurysms and much more.

Additionally; all surgical services are backed by a full complement of support
services such as pain management, radiology and laboratory services, nuclear
medicine. physical therapy and counseling.

Perhaps most imnortant to our patients — whether we're performing outpatient laser
surgery or more complex inpatient procedures - is that Oakwood Annapolis Hospital
delivers the level of personalized care that you expect from your community hospital.

For a physician at Oakwood Annapolis
Hospital, call (800) 543-WELL (9355).

e
The /0akwood

“Oakwood Annapolis Hospital

Look what we can do for you.

filled every single hour of the
day. We are as packed as packed
gets.”

According to Krumm, the dis-
trict is wiring every classroom
for Internet access but has run
into asbestos issues with some of
the ceiling panels in the older
rooms.

Superintendent Larry Tabor,
who graduated from the high
school in 1962 and was an
administrator there for 21 years,
said he understands the frustra-
tion.

“] am well aware of the prob-
lems. I know that building as
well as anyone. .

“Is there a need. The answer is
yes. Our kids deserve an upgrad-
ed, modern facility. My concern
is that we have to convince the
public, including the residents
who don’t have children attend-
ing the district. Whether or not
the community will support a
completely new school or a reno-
vated facility is a tough ques-
tion.”

This is not the first campaign
to get the Van Buren community
to back major renovations of the
high school.

Since 1995, voters have turned
down proposed bond issues or
sinking funds that would have
renovated the high school and
its athletic facilities on three
occasions. In 1998, voters did
approve a $17 million tax to
rebuild two elementary schools,
but it was far less than the $50
million the admlmstratmn or 1g)-

vred rne hwh school

STAFF PHOTOS BY PAUL HURSCHMANN

Despite his being opposed to
building a new high school,

school board member David Peer .

said he would like to work with
the group to see how to get the
public to support some renova-
tions to the school.

“I do expect the board and
administration will get together
with the group to see what direc-
tion we want to go in. And then
it's up to the community. I don’t
think I will support tearing the
whole thing down and starting
over though,” Peer said.

Krumm said it all comes down
to the fact the community needs
a high school that reflects its
growing size and importance. He
points to other nearby communi-

Space limita-
tions: A for-
mer storage
area has been
converted to a
classroom for-
special educa-
tion.

ties such as Ply-
mouth-Canton, Chelsea, Wayne-
Westland, Romulus, and Ypsi-
lanti that have either built
schools or are completing major
renovations to older facilities.

“We just want to get the pub-
lic’s attention focused on this.
We are surrounded on all sides
by communities that have
addressed this issue. We need
our public to step up and do the
same,

“Most of this school was built
in the 1920s and 1950s. The
facilities we have may have been
fine for the Belleville of that era.
But it’s just not the same place

" anymore.”

Bathroom prob!ems' Teacher and football coach Ernie
{”;fz';.i?zm. sr’um o ot L}’u 5znk and toilet facilities are in

};9‘,-’ PO ,f;' }{ug/ £yt g;wgd

Dr. and Mrs. Schenkel offer a fabulous collection of fine furniture and
accessories from their family, as well as consignment pieces. New items
will be added to the collection held at:

2333 South State Street,

Ann Arbor

one mile North of Briarwood Mall in the Old Englander store

Saturday, June 23rd,

preview at 9:30 a.m., auction at 10:30 a.m.

Highlights: Dutch marquetry pieces from Italy, antique French server with marble
top, heavily carved old cabinet. Beautiful vegetable dyed design carpets and
wonderful oriental carpets. Pedestals. Armoire. Loveseat and chairs. Rush seat
kitchen chairs. Mahagony dining table...very nice! Rosewood secretary. Desks.
Stunning Bombe chest. Paintings. Lovely French side tables. Four poster bed. Queen
Roccoco bed. Sculptures in bronze. Garden accessories, and much, much more. '

Auctioneer Vincenzo Galassi

Info: 678-595-8031

PDF L1063510
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BY CAROL MARSHALL
STAFF WRITER
cmarshall@oe.homecomm.net

The Canton Police Depart-
ment will move quickly te fill a
new position.

A community relations/ data
analyst job was created last
week, and the department must
hire someone within two weeks.

Fortunately, the new hire
already works in the Canton
Police Department. The town-
ship board of trustees approved
promoting one of Canton’s nine

Janton Police de

sergeants.

The sergeant will fill the posi-
tion for two years.

“They will then go back to
patrol armed with the knowl-
edge they've gained in that
position,” said Public Safety
Director John Bantomauro.

The department has, for the
tast 20 years, maintained a
community relations/ crime pre-
vention position, he said.

The role of the community
relations officer has changed
over the last five years, he said.

The role of the community relations officer
has changed over the last five years, according
to Public Safety Director John Santomauro.
Patrol officers trained in community policing do
a lot of the work previously associated with

community relations.

Patrol officers trained in com-
munity policing do a lot of the
work previously associated with
community relations.

Another function of the posi-
tion was news media contact.
That function was changed last
year, assigning those duties to

ent to fill new p

the on-duty command officers
and the division commanders,
as well as the newly hired com-
munications specialist.

The new duties of the com-
munity relations officer will
include a stronger emphasis on
crime analysis, particularly on
crimes against people and prop-
erty, intelligence analysis
which will examine relation-
ships between people and orga-
nizations involved in illegal and
conspiratorial activities, and
operational analysis.

The departme
strategic plans ¢
year, Santomau

which will include
al restructuring.
Santomauro s
that all of the serge
ally will have fille
In two weeks,
host a data analy
new community r
analyst will begi
his new duties at |

and from Al

enter the parade. The Lincoln
High School Railsplitter March-
ing Band in Ypsilanti responded
earller, saying it will take part

in Plymouth’s holiday parade.
“It's very difficult to get high
school bands to participate in the
parade because most of their
members are gone for the sum-
mer,” gsaid Hill. “I'm delighted
that we'll have two of them in
our parade

this year.”

E The eye- The Good

Morning
opening USA Parade
parade is the earli-
steps off @t esi parade in
7:30 am.,  Michigen,

with a start-
ing time of
7:30 a.m.
Despite the early morning prepa-
rations, Hill said this year’s
parade will be the biggest yet.

“People are still calling me to
get in,” he said. “By the time it’s
aver. we’'ll have nearly 100
entries.”

This year's parade will begin
with a flv-over by two airplanes
pulling banners, not unlike the
ones seen flying overhead at
football and baseball games.
Hill said one will read “Welcome
fo Good Maornine T"8SAY with the

T | TP AR I S

R ST IR I i‘:i,i;}

pitrade begons o Main
et o1 Theodore with the Ply-

P and Divan o

iy

1
Il\

AP RTE S PP Pt

ing Aces. W.I'. Cyelone’s Magmf
INETE ilx;l) Wheel Band and
steve King and the Dittilies.

“The quality of the entries just
keeps getting better,” said Hill,
who said this year’s parade will
cost 1n the neighborhood of
$30,000. "It's all committed for
It shows they must

< like the results they're getting
" from the parade.”

Hill won't have to be con-

- cerned about the parade being
“cut oft by a CSX train. A CSX

vice president told him they will
stop trains from running
between 6-9 a.m. to avoid break-
ing up the flow of the parade.

This year’s sponsor is the
Kiwanis Club of Colonial Ply-
nmouth, which will make up a
large portion of the 200 volun-
teers needed to hold down the
helium balloons, carry banners
and serve as marshals.

Hill's Creature Bleacher seats
are back: For $10 you get a
bleacher seat at Main and Pen-

. niman, plus a bag of Fourth of
_July-related goodies. Tickets are
~available from the Plymouth

Community Chamber of Com-

, merce.

Marchers

salute
departing

leader

‘The Plymouth-Canton March-

~ing Band will perform at the

high school foutball field Friday
at 7 p.m.

Following the performance,
the beosters will held a farewell

@

reception for band director Dave

~McGrath, who is leaving to take
- a similar job in Texas.

CLARIFICATION

A photo caption in Sunday’s
Observer incorrectly spelled the

- last name of the family that
- submitted the winning entry in
. our Father's Day contest. The

correct spelling is Mulecahy.

Women's from Br

cha!dren S sandal

réléfwity'and Aerosoles. Men’s from Clark:
Timberland, Ecco, Cole Haan and Birken
Children’s from Stride Rite, Esprit and
Reg. 28.00-165.00, sale 16.80-99.1

N WOMEN'S, MEN'S AND CHILDREN'S SHDES.

8 ”ECT{BN VM%ESBYSTORE

L e

25-507

Entire stock of swimwear for
juniors and ladies. Urtg. SU.0U-

132.00, sale 15.00-99.00.
IN JUNIORS AND LADIES’ SWIMWEAR
SELECTION VARIES BY STORE.

30-507 off

all tees and shorts*
for ladies, men,
children and juniors.
Reg. 14.00-52.00.
sale 7.99-29.99.

N LADIES SPORTSWEAR, MEN'S, CHILIREN'S AND JUNIORS. AVAILABLE Al SELECTED STORES,

"EXCEPT MEN'S POLD RALPH LAUREN. NAUTICA. TOMMY HILFIGER AND JOSEPH ABBOUD. ALSO

TOMMY BAHAMA FOR MEN ANDO WOMEN.

o

407 off

Large selection of spring and
summer handbags. Reg. 28.00-
100.00. sale 16.80-60.00.

IN HANDBAGS. STYLES VARY BY STORE.

CALL 800-424-8185 TO ORDER ANYTIME. STORE HOURS: Laurel Park Place (353-7500} open Sun.12-6, Mon.-Sat. 10-9, FOR INFORMATION call 953-7500.

LOCATED AT LAUREL PARK PLACE iN LIVONIA, CORNER OF NEWBURGH ROAD AND SiX MILE ROAD (TAKE THE SIX MILE ROAD EXIT OFF INTERSTATE 275},

CHARGE IT: Parisian Credit Card, MasterCard, Visa, the American Express® Card or Discover®.

PDF1062831 -
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ELIZABETH ANN ESCH

A memorial service for former
Livonia resident Elizabeth
“Betty” Esch, 76, of Plymouth
was June 2 in Antioch Lutheran
Church in Farmington Hills.
Officiating was the Rev. Don’

Kreiss.

Mrs, Esch was bom in Cleve-

" land, Ohlo, and died May 31,

.2001, in Ann Arbor. She came to
_the Plymouth community from

- Detroit in 1982 and previously

lived in Livonia for many years.
She was a court clerk for the
City of Detroit and also a long
time employee with J.L. Hudson
Company.

Surviving are her children,
Patricia McDonald of Plymouth,
Sally (dohn) Couture of Chicago,
I11., Curtis (Trudy) Esch of
Brighton and Christopher (Lau-

rie) Esch of Farmington; brother,

James Shalvoy of Rocky River,
Ohio; and nine grandchildren.
Mrs. Esch was preceded in
death by her husband, Norman,
brother, Richard Shalvoy, and

grandson, Jayson McDonald.
Memorial tributes may be
made to American Diabetes
Foundation.
Arrangements were made by
McCabe Funeral Home, Farm-
ington Hills.

HAROLD G. BROWN

Services for Harold Brown, 81,
of Plymouth were held June 16
at Holy Trinity Lutheran
Church. Burial was at Glen
Eden Cemsetery.

Mr. Brown was born May 22,
1920 in Detroit and died June 14
in Plymouth. He was a carpen-
ter by trade.

Mr. Brown was preceded in
death by his wife, Dolores.

- Survivors 1nclude wife, Ilene;
son, Rodney D. (Chris); son,
Rickie A. (Jody); daughter,
Rachelle 1. (Dale) Drogorub;
daughter, Ann C. (Mike) Kuffn-
er; daughter, Karen R. (Bud)
Kuffner; son, John A. (Maria)
Ruffner; brothier, Kenneth; sis-
ter, Gwen Fremont, sister,
Dorothy Wandrie; eight grand--
children; and five great grand-
chlldren.

ROSEMARY VICTORIA MC INERNEY

Services for Rosemary McIner-
ney, 96, of Plymouth were held
June 14 at Our Lady of Good
Counsel Catholic Church.

Mrs. McInerney was born May
24, 1905 in Ridgetown, Ontario,
Canada and died June 11 in Ply-
mouth. She was a registered
nurse, working as a public
health nurse at old Grace Hospi-

- talin Detroit. She came to the

Plymouth community in 1987
from Detroit. She was a member
of Our Lady of Good Counsel
Catholic Church in Plymouth.
She graduated from Grace Hos-
pital School of Nursing. She
loved to read, sew, and cook.

She especially enjoyed the times
| spent with her family.

Survivors include her daugh-
ter, Elizabeth (Joseph) Csicsila
of Dearborn Heights; son, John
{Cheryl) McInerney of
Northville; grandchildren,
Joseph (Vail) Csicsila of Canton,
Michael (Lisa) Csicsila of Col-
orado Springs, Thomas Csicsila
of Canton, Andrew (Ericka) Csic-
sila of Canton, Maureen McIner-
ney of Washington, D.C., and

| Patrick McInerney of Northville;

great grandchildren, Joseph
Patrick Csicsila, and Jack
Michael Csicsila.

DOROTHY BRITCHER

Services for Dorothy Britcher,
94, of Plymouth were held June
15 at St. Peter’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church with the Rev.
Paul E. Schaefer officiating.

Mrs. Britcher was born Aug.
21, 19086, in Livonia and died
June 11 in Garden City. She
was a homemaker and a life-long
Plymouth resident. She was a
member of St. Peter’s Evangeli-

i U
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Getting Ahead Takes Time...
Now's the Time to Consider Eastern.

Whether you're interested in updating your résumé for a

career change or completing a degree while working full time,

Eastern Michigan University's convenient location at 1-275
- and Six Mile Road in Livonia offers:

« Classes that meet outside of a 9-to-5 schedule
» Faculty experienced with adult-learners
o Ample and free parking ° '

Best of all, you've still got time to register!
Fall Classes Begin Sept. 5.

For registration information, call: 734.542.0843 or
e-mail: emulivonia@emich.edu

EASTERN MICHIGAN

B 5 [ SN

&

Visit us at www.ce.emich.edu
to learn more about our online
degree programs.

POF1051430

novi presents IRERRNERE

MUS|C

o CARNIVAL RIDES

* TIME WARNER MINI
GRAND PRIX RACE

« CAR SHOW
AND CRUISE
« FAMILY ACTIVITIES
« ICE CREAM SOCIAL |
* VEGAS AREA
* SOFTBALL
TOURNAMENT

« TIME WARNER

CABLE 5K RUN

»

in Novi

PLEASE CALL 248 349. 1950 FOR MORE INFORMATION OR THROUGH OUR WEBSITE AT
www. musicandmotorfest.com

v

‘cal Lutheran Church in Ply-

mouth and the St. Peter’s .
Church Lady’s Guild. She was a
member of the Crediteers. She
enjoyed playing cards, traveling
and painting. She was a mem-
ber of the Plymouth Senior Citi-
zens (Volunteer of the Year in
2000); she also served as the

Sunshine Girl. She enjoyed

picking up the other seniors and
taking them to functions — even
when she was 94. Most of all, .
she enjoyed her family.
Survivors include son, Michael
(Paula) Britcher of Highland;
daughter-in-law, Marlene
Britcher of Canton; grandchil-
dren, Jaymz (Holly) Britcher of
Westland, Matthew (Amanda)
Britcher of Plymouth, Anna

Britcher of Highland and her

fiancee, Jim Marchand, John
Britcher of Livonia, and Jeff
Britcher of Highland, great
grandson, Tyler; great grand-
daughter, Zoey; sister, Mar-
guerite Evans of Plymouth; sis-
ter-in-law, Shirley Melow of Ply-
mouth.

Memorial contributions may
be made to St. Peter’s Evangeli-
cal Church or Arbor Hospice.

MAXWELL ROBERTS

Services for Maxwell Robert,
79, of Plymouth were held June .
16 at Vermeulen Funeral Home
with the Rev. G. Charles Son-
quist officiating.

Mr. Roberts was born July 4,
1921, in Twilingate, Newfound-
land, Canada and died June 12
in Livonia. He has lived in Ply-
mouth for 35 years, previously in
Southfield. He was respected
and regarded as “the answer
man” by those who knew him:
He retired from Johnson’s Die
and Engineering after 30 years,
where he worked as a tool and

by Steve Mawusfield

LUSH AND
FULL-BODIED

With their full-bodied flower
heads, it is difficult to overlook
peonies. These heavy-headed
blooms aro avaﬂab[e
uLl " -
7)01‘. l,«da\.l) and
The flower can be single, semi-

double or double. In some
varieties, the stamens are
replaced with tiny, narrow

" petals that are of a different
color than the rest of the flower.
These lush, romantic blooms
are familiar as country garden
flowers, but they can take on a
contemporary look when a
monochromatic  bunch s
<:lisplazl ed in a brightly colored
vase, Using a vase with a flared
top, create a grid of transparent
tape to hold the top-heavy
flowers upright. Leave the
stems  in the center slightly
longer to create a domed
effect.

Learn more about flowers at
HEIDE’S FLOWERS & GIFTS,
located at 995 W. Ann Arbor
Trail, Plymouth, or visit our
website at
www.heidesflowers.com. Our
friendly staff is ready and
willing to help you pick just
the right bouquet ~ or
arrangement, and we can give
you tips on how to best care
for them as well. Come down
and see us, or call is at 453-
5140, Mon. - S8at. Since
1899 we have been dedicated
to prov1dmg quality and service
to our community. Look for our
next article in two weeks.

HINT: A monochromatic bunch of
peonies make a beautiful bridal

posy.

1048263

-father of 11 children and grand-

" Sam (Les) Roberts-Balla; broth-

Plymouth.

19 great-grandchildren.

die design engineer, He was the

father of 16. He and his wife
Eleanor were married for 54
years. '

Survivors include his wife, .
Eleanor J. Roberts of Plymouth;
sons, Walter (Paige Lysinger)
Roberts, Thomas (Jill Lamont-
Roberts) Roberts, Ron Roberts,
David (Claudia) Roberts; daugh-
ters, Susan (Tom) Trice, Kathy
(Brian) Ashley, Penelope
Roberts, Jennifer Roberts,
Sharon (Dick) Roberts-Berndt,
Barbara (Michael) MacDonald,:

er, Cliff Roberts; sisters, Beverly
Coon and Betty Balla; and 16
grandchildren.

Memorial contributions may
be made to the Michigan Parkin-
son Foundation, 3990 John R,
Detroit, Mich, 48201-9983,

ROGER LYNN HORN

Services for Roger Horn, 39, of
Plymouth were held recently.

Mr. Horn was born April 25,
1962, in Detroit and died June 7
in Livonia.

Survivors include his father,
Roger, and mother, Virginia of

VERDA S. SMITH
Services for Verda Smith, 93,
of Canton were held June 19 at
Vermeulen Funeral Home with
the Rev. Dean Klump officiating.
Mrs. Smith was born Dec. 11,
1907, in Rollin, Mich., and died
June 14 in Livonia. She was a
kindergarten teacher. She was a
member of First United
Methodist Church of Plymouth.
She was preceded in death by
her husband, Henry Smith.
Survivors include daughter, -
Geraldine (Ron) Witowski of
Canton; son, Charles (Maxine)
Smith of Astatula, Fla.; brother,
Donald (Mary Kay) Snyder of
Blissfield; 12 grandchildren; and

Arrangements made by Ver-
meulen Funeral Home.

JANE 1. BORKE

Services for Jane Borke, 90, of
Canton were held June 21 at St.
John Neumann Church.

Mrs. Borke was born Feb. 21,
1911, and died June 17 in Supe-
rior Township. She was a home-
maker.

She was preceded in death by
her hushand, Benjamin, and
daughter, Patricia Micunek.

Survivors include sons,
Richard (Georgina), Thomas
(Sharlene) and James (Janette);
daughter, Irene (Kenneth)
Drews; 17 grandchildren; and 17
great-grandchildren.

ROSE M. NEWMAN

Rose Newman, 90, was born -
‘Sept. 3, 1911, in Chicago, T11.,
and died June 18 in Garden
City. She was a homemaker.
She came to the Plymouth com-
munity in 1978 from Westmont,
Ili. She loved to play bingo and
cook. She was a mother and :
grandmother and loved her dog, -
Gypsy.

She was preceded in death by
her husband, Elmer, and son,
Paul; . i

Survivors include daughter,
Alice (Dale) Hathaway of
Northville; grandchildren, Carol
Hathaway of Plymouth, Paul
Hathaway of Plymouth, Lynne
(Harry) Hallowell of Naperville,
111, and Sandra (Norman) Novel-
ly of Peachtree City, Ga.; and
five great-grandchildren.

Arrangements made by the
Schrader-Howell Funeral Home.

YVYONNE M. MC LEAN

Services for Yvonne McLean,
81, of Canton were held June 11
at St. John Neumann Catholic
Church with the Rev. George
Charnley officiating.

Mrs. McLean was born July 5,
1919, in Detroit and died June 7
in Wayne. She was a homemak-
er.

She was preceded in death by
her husband, George W.
McLean.

Survivors include son, Edward

. (Sue) McLean of Grand Blang;

daughter, Bonnie (Ed) Randolph
of Plymouth; son, Bill (Carol)
McLean of Florida; brother,
Edward Frazho of Sterling -
Heights; grandchildren Michael,
Deborah, Kelly, Lisa, Rachel,
and Ryan; and five great-grand-.
children. »

Memorial contributions may
be made to St. Jude Children’s
Research Hospital, 501 St. Jude
Place, Memphis, Tenn, 38105-
1905,

Extra Benefits Await You
Book a Holland America Line
European cruise between
June 18 - 23 and receive a
two category upgrade on
outside staterooms.”

There’s never been a better time to
book the European cruise you've been
dreaming about. Holland America will
exceed your expectations by delivering
the highest level of service, comfort,
and onboard entertainmerit to world
class destinations such as Athens,
Monte Carlo, Barcelona and more.
Imagine traveling through Europe’s
grand palaces, centuries old villages,
and unpacking only once.
AAA Travel
M@Aﬂm Agents have the
experience to
help.you plan the ultimate European

mation, contact your nearest AAA
Travel office, call 1-800 AAA- MICH
or visit www.aaamich.com.

* Cortain restrictions apply. See your AAA Travel
Agency for complate details.

getaway. For reservations or more infor- : :

Ask about the 2002
AAA member Recognition .
Cruise to'S. Americal

AAA Travel/Canton
2017 N. Canton Center Rd.
734-844-0146 v

Weekdays
8:30 am - 5:30 pm
Thursdays until 7:00 pm

Travel

www.aaamich.com '
PDFB1052175
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*B-weekly housekeeping

*Utilities: electricity, heat/air, water

*Meals available daily in formal
dining room (extra charge)

*Dishwasher ,

*Washer & Dryer

*Maintenance

*Wood deck v

*Planned activities

*Scheduled transportation

r—

i @75% ‘re qoing to love
what-you have
to look forwamfz‘o/

Living independently is vital to health and happiness. Independence Village of Plymouth brings a
lifestyle of comfort, ease and elegance to those who have achieved their retirement years.

We have three rental packages to serve you:

dence Livin
*30 meals monthly
*Bi-weekly housekeeping
*Weekly flat linen service
*Utilities: electricity, heat/air, water
*24-hour staffing
*Emergency notification system
*Planned activities
*Scheduled transportation
*Maintenance

r”"--"-"““"-_“—--——----------_----_"__nn-_—ﬂ

INDEPENDENCE VILLAGE OF PLYMOUTH
Is offering a FREE LUNCH AND TOUR

I
i
at 14707 Northville Road, Plymouth, MI 48170 |
Bring this coupon in to taste our delicious food and tour our beautiful retirement community. j
i

i

-

Seating is limited so R.S.V.P. today at

I £

453-2600

INDEPENDENCE
[VILLAGE

Plymouth

-*Personal laundry & linens

Independence Plus
*Three meals daily
*Daily housekeeping

*24-hour staffing

*Emergency notification system
*Medication reminders

*Assistance with personal care
*Planned activities/transportation
*Utilities: electricity, heat/aix, water
*Maintenance '

L1051409
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Comwxowonow ¥

The Observer & Eccentrie/ THURSDAY, JUNE 21 2001

- *A7

Lawmakers get their first look at LinkMichigan plan

' BY MIKE MALOTT

HOMETOWN NEWS SERVICE
mmalott@homecomin.net

‘The state’s LinkMichigan pro-
gram,; a plan to build a network
of “broadband” cabling through-
out Michigan, may bring high
speed Internet access to busi-
nesses and residents here soon-

er, but lawmakers are concerned

it could slow down competition
later on.

“We don’t want to create disin-
centives for advancement by
forcing people to buy access to
high speed Internet services to

that one provider,” Rep. Buzz.

Thomas, D-Detroit, - said.
“Instead, shouldn’t we be ener-

gizing the market so that more

than one provider is here to spur
competition?” .

The Michigan Economlc Devel-
opment Corporation has pro-
posed LinkMichigan because it
has concluded high speed access

to the Internet is not developing

here as quickly as it is else-
where. Of municipalities with
fiber computer networks already
in place nationwide, no Michigan
city ranks even among the top
25. New York, Los Angeles,
Houston and Atlanta lead the
way. But Salt Lake City and
Jacksonville, Florida currently

- have more broadband available

even than the Detroit area.

“We are already hearing some
frustration from auto company
suppliers who have to link up at
faster speeds but can’t get the
service in their areas,” said
Robert Filka, vice president of
strategic initiatives for the
MEDC. He said he believed it
would not be long before those
suppliers are forced to hook up
at higher speeds or lose their
contracts. “If we don’t do this, in
the next two years will you will
see an outcry from small- and
medium-sized businesses across
the state.”

First look

Representatives of the House
Energy and Technology Commit-
tee got their first look at the
MEDC’s LinkMichigan proposal
in a recent hearing. The plan is
for the state to contract with a
company to build and maintain a
“high-speed b#ckbone” to
schools, state offices and mun1c1~

af’ﬁfe\ fnmughw* 5

i ] [ P TG L
service, s&xce&,s ca.pautv Would
then be sold to companies in the
private sector who also need
access to high speed computer
networks.

Filka said the state is plan-
ning to put out a request for pro-
posals for the construction of
that system this fall.

Lawmakers would have to.

take action in several areas for
the project to go ahead. For one,
the state would need information
on where telecommunications

'Stdte travél

will top
last year’s

PRNewswire ~ Travel Michi-
gan, the state’s official tourism
promotion agency, has released
estimates predicting a summer
travel season that will top last
year’s.” The prediction is based
on an online survey of more than
2,000 Americans, focus group
studies and analysis of national
and local tourism and economic
data.

The April online survey, which
polled 2,221 Americans who
travel in the spring and summer,

revealed that 79 percent antici-

pate taking as many or more
trips as they did last year. More
than one-third, 39. percent,
expect to take fewer leisure trips
by plane, whereas only 17 per-
cent indicate they will cut back
on car travel,

“We believe we're going to top

last year by about two percent,

and there are a few reasons for

that,” said Dana Lee Cole, man-

aging director of Travel Michi-
gan. “When people start taking
fewer expensive trips, Michigan-
ders react by staying in their
home state for fun.

- The survey, which was con-
ducted by the research firm
Davidson-Peterson Associates,

" Travel Michigan’s research sup-

plier, found that people expect to
travel a little farther by car this
year than last and to stay
overnight in paid accommoda-
tions as much or more than last
year. .

Travelers may obtain Mlch1~
gan travel information by visit-

"ing the Travel Michigan web site

at www.michigan.org ; or by call-
ing toll-free 888-78-GREAT (784-

.. 7328), Monday through Friday.

companies are already planning
to place cabling for high speed
services, so the state would know
what exists and where gaps in
the network need to be filled.
That. alone poses concerns for
some lawmakers. Thomas and
Rep. Joseph Rivet, D-Bay City,

.say they believed that would be

tantamount to ordering compa-
nies to turn over “proprietary
1nformat10n to make the MEDC’s
job easier.” ’
Filka also called for a one-stop
permit and license application

system for laying cable, Current-
ly, rights of way are managed by
local municipalities, which set
up their own application systems
and fees.

One-stop process

Gov. John Engler has already
proposed to standardize the pro-
cess and costs. The MEDC pro-
poses the one-stop permitting
process should be placed under
the control of the Michigan Pub-
lic Services Commission,

Rep. Bob Brown, D-Dearborn

Heights, said he wants to see
more information from the

MEDC on the proposal before he

gives it his support.

“I want to see your business
case. Are we going to get out
money back out of it?” he asked.
“What’s are return on our invest-
ment going to be.”

Filka responded by saying the
MEDC anticipated a large
amount of investment in the
state by companies that want to
hook up to high speed access..

The MEDC has completed an

inventory of Internet access in
the state and found that most
businesses are still working on

- dial-up modems. Nothing faster

than a T-1 line is available in
Michigan. Digital Subscriber
Lines and cablé modems are
being developed here by private
companies, but remain unavail-
able in most of the state.

“Access to high-speed telecom-
munication services is the most
important state infrastructure
issue for the new century,”
according to the MEDC’s

LinkMichigan proposal report.u
“Whether for business, govern-
ment, healthcare or educational
purposes, higher speed access is
increasingly becoming a necessis
ty — not a luxury. Mlchlgan is a
recognized leader in competing
for new business growth and
attracting and retaining a world-
class workforce, but unless
greater telecommunications
access becomes available to all
parts of the state, Mlchlgan
stands to lose its prominence.”

&

lntr@ducing AT&T Shared Advanfage

500 minutes to share.
Get 2-5 phone lines.
One account. One bill.

Plus, get up to $200 cash back

It’s like gettmc 2 FREE phones

2 Erzcsson R289LX purchase price

Unlimited local wireless calling
between plan members.

$199.98

2 mail-in phone rebates

-$100.00

2 mail-in service rebates

-$100.00

final cost‘

$ 0.00

YOURWORLD. CLOSE AT HAND,

-800-IMAGINE®

Sales tax applies to original purchase price.

www.attwireless.com

* Includes 2 phone lines for $59.99 a month with 500 anytime minutes
and 1000 weekend minutes to share. Plus, add up to 3 additional
phone lines to the account for $19.99 each per month.

* Receive unlimited calling between up to 5 members on the plan
within the Shared Mobile-to-Mobile Calling Area.

* And for a limited time, get a $50 mail-in rebate with each additional
purchase of an Ericsson R289LX Internet-ready phone.

ATeT Wireless

unhmlted
famlly time

W
Qv
&
[}
&
it
&
&
ANN ARBOR BIRMINGHAM DEARBORN CFLINT MADISON HEIGHTS "ROSEVILLE UTICA
926 W. Eisenhower Plwy. 34200 Woodward Ave. 22137 Michigan Ave. 3292 Linden Rd. 32800 John R. Rd. 31902 Gratiot 13307 Hait Rd.
248 372-7901 ’ 248 372-7939 248 372-7991 . 8107331770 248 588-2770 248 372-7911 248 372-7931
AUBURN HILLS CANTON DETROIT LATHRUP VILLAGE NOVI TOLEDC BUSINESS SALES OFFICE
. 3922 Baldwin Rd. 43241 Ford Rd. 2660 E. Jefferson 27631 Southfield Rd. 43267 Crescent Blvd 4906 Monroe St., Ste. B 26877 Northwestern Hwy.
248 745-3806 734 981-2107 313 961-5424 248 372-7921 248 372-7981 419 473-9756 : (Ste. 208)
' : : 888 839-4650
©2001 AT&T Wireless. Credit approval, activation fee, : | éontract, llation fee and Digital multi-natwork phone required. Phone avaifability and price may vary at AT&T Wireless Authorized Lo
Dealer locations. Each AT&T Shared Advantage Account must have a minimum of two and a maximum of five AT&T Shared Advantage Subscribers. Unlimited calling only available when calling and é};éﬁ

receiving parties are AT&T Shared Advantage Plan Subscribers on the same account and both on the AT&T network in the Shared Mobile-to-Mobife Calling Area. End user's principal residence must be within an eligible AT&T wireless
digital network. Rates do not apply to credit card calls. Domestic cailing only. Airtime for each call is rounded up to the next full minute. Monthly inctuded minutes cannot be carried over to any other month, Roaming, additional minute
charges, other restrictions, charges, surcharges and taxes may apply. May not be available for purchase or use in all ateas. Subject to terms and conditions and calling plan brochure. May not be available with other promotional offers, Ericsson
$50 Mail-In Rebate: One rebate per new Ericsson R289LX phone purchase. Must be on AT&T Wireless service for at feast 30 days and when rebate Is processed, See rebate coupon for further details. Expires 7/7/01. $50 Mail-In Service
Rebate: One rebate per activation on qualifying AT&T Wireless calling plan $29.99 monthly or above. Must be on AT&T Wireless service for at least 30 days and when rebate is processed. See rebate coupon for full detalls. Not available if
you received a service credit at activation. Expires 7/7/0(.
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Liberty Fest /...

hethmc festival.

‘ter stage in the amphitheater
Saturday from noon to 4 p.m.
;Also featured will be ethnic and
cultural non-commercial dis-
“plays in the Project Arts tent.

The celebration will take cen-

are the majority of the
activities. Parking is
available around Her-
itage Park, Canton

New to the festival will be a
‘dozen special visitors from the

‘Cartoon Network. The = :
-Boomerang Express nationwide the canton I.lbrary, st.
tour will begin at Liberty Fest Joseph N!e_rcy Health
Friday night in the Fun Zone. Care Facility and the

“grounds —~ but timed to coincide

_to be recognized and recorded for

Records. , day at ABC Warehouse’s new
It will be about the size of half gjte at 41690 Ford.
‘ CITY OF PLYMOUTH
NOTICE TO BIDDERS

P A R R Y
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Away from the festival Summit on the Park.

B Admission to the fes-
tival grounds is free, as

Administration Building,

with Liberty Fest — the Cartoon
Network is also sponsoring the
World’s Largest Chalk Drawing,

the Guinness Book of World

a football field, and children will
be working on it all day Satur-

1 Notme is hereby given that the Clty of Plymouth, Michigan will accept

sealed bids until 10:00 a.m. on Wednesday, June 27, 2001 for the following:
SOCCER EQUIPMENT & UNIFORMS.

Specifications and proposal forms are available at the office of the
Purchasing Agent during regular office hours.

The City of Plymouth reserves the right to accept or reject any or all bids, in
whole or in part, and to waive any irregularities.
' CAROL A, STONE

Admin. Services Dir.

Publigh: June 21, 2001 (1053100

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON
ACCESS TO PUBLIC MEETINGS

The Charter Township of Canton will provide necessary reasonable
auxiliary aids and services, such as signers for the hearing impaired and
audio tapes of printed materials being considered at the meeting, to
individuals with disabilities at the meeting/hearing upon two weeks notice
to the Charter Township of Canton, Individuals with disabilities requiring
- auxiliary aids or services should contact the Charter Township of Canton by
writing or calling the following:
David Medley, ADA Coordinator
Charter Township of Canton, 1150 S. Canton Center Road
) Canton, MI 48188
(734) 397-5435

L1051808

Publish: June 14I 17 . 21I 28 and ng 5,2001

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON
REQUEST FOR BID

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Charter Township of Canton, 1150
Canton Center S, Canton, Michigan will accept sealed bids at the Office of
the Clerk up to 10:00 a.m,, Thursday July 5th, 2001 for the following:

2000 SIDEWALK CONTINUATION & REPAIR PROJECT

Bid documents are available for pick up at Northwest Consultants, Inc.
6215 Canton Center Road, Suite 301 , Canton MI 48187. The phone number
is (734) 454-7566. A non-refundable fee of $20.00 will be charged for the bid
packet. For more information contact Kathleen Salla at (734) 394-5186. All
bids must be submitted in a sealed envelope clearly marked with the bid
name, company name, address and telephone number and date and time of
bid opening. The Township reserves the right to accept or reject any or all
bids. The Township does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, natmn“l
origin, sex, religion, age or disability in employment or the provisior of
services.

TERRY G. BENNETT, Clerk
Publish: June 21 and 24, 2001

L1053348
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SHURGARD STORAGE

Notice is hereby given that the Following unit(s) will be sold to the highest
. bidder by open auction on July 13, 2001, at approximately 9:30 a.m. at
- Shurgard Storage, located at 2101 Haggerty Road, Canton, M1 48187, (734-
. 981-0300)

< 2016 — Khoury  ~ 5 Greeting card racks
6007 — Washington— Boxes, desk, crib, bassinet, Hi-Fi, table, chairs,
_ chest, fan, mise. household items.
6036 — Sheffer ~ Car engine, shelves, tire, boxes, coffee table, shovel,
v car parts, bed frame, crates of books and
magazines, dining chairs. ’
4293 ~ Mclntosh — Stove, washer. '
5225 — Rodriguez ~ Washer, dryer, bed frame, refrigerator.
9074 — Renaud  ~ Vacuum, stereo cabinet, stereo speakers, lamp,

furniture, boxes, camping chairs,
Publish:v June 14 and 21, 2001

L1051797

CITY OF »
L F ISTRATION
FORA RIM
ST 7, 2001
ifi g
~WAYNE COUNTY, MI

Notice is here by given that Monday, July 9th, 2001 is the last day to -
register to vote or change your address for the above stated election. .
If you are not curréntly registered to vote or have changed your address in
the above stated jurisdiction in which you live you may do so at the
following location and time listed in this notice.

Qualified electors may also register to vote or change their address in the
following manners: .

In Person:

At your City Clerk's Office or at the ofﬁce of any County Clerk
during Normal business hours:

At any of the Secretary of State Branch offices located throughout
the State during normal business hours.

At the specified agency for clients receiving services through the
Family Independence Agency, the Department of Community
Health, Michigan Jobs Commission and some offices of the
Commission for the Blind.

At the military recrmtment offices for persons enlisting in the
armed Forces,

By Maii:

By obtaining and completmg a Mail Voter Regzstratmn Application
and Forwarding to the election official as directed on the
application by the Close of registration deadline, Mail voter
registration applications may Be.obtained by contacting: )

. LINDA LANGMESSER, CMC
City Clerk
734-453-1234 ext. 234
201 8. Main Street
Plymouth, MI 48170

Note: A person who reg’lsters to vote by mail is required to vote in peraon

are at least 60 years of age or are handlcapped

LINDA LANGMESSER, CMC
City Clerk

Publish: June 21 & 24, 2001
. 11040133

unless they have previously voted in person in the City where they live or

Festival tradltlons

The festival will once agam

begin Thursday night with a
family night. Choutauqua
Express will perform a show in
the amphitheater at 7:45, fol-
lowed by an outdoor showing of
Toy Story 2 at dusk.
* Again this year, the Thursday
night Fun Zone will have a sin-
gle-price admission band — $5 —
to play from 6-10 p.m. on all the
attractions mcludmg the Sports
Den.

Perhaps the favorite of tradi-
tions is the Saturday night fire-
works display. Visitors are
encouraged to arrive early and
be patient leaving after the fire-
works. Rain date for the fire-
works is Sunday night.

There is no admission to the
festival grounds, and the majori-
ty of the activities are free, Park-
ing is available around Heritage

Park, Canton Administration .

Building, the Canton Library,
St. Joseph Mercy Health Care
Facility and the Summit on the
Park.

STAFF PHOTO BY PAUL HURSCHMANN
Pancake patrol: Pat and Nancy Williams, from left, and Pancake Breakfast Chair
Mark Shapona practice their pancake-flipping technique as Duane Bordine looks
on. The Canton Lions Club will host their 1st Annual Pancake Breakfast at Liberty
Fest 8:30-11 a.m. Sunday. Proceeds will benefit the vision and hearing of Canton

residents, according to spokeswoman Linda Shapona. Tickets are available for $5.

6 local students win summer music camp scholarships

Six local students have been
awarded scholarships from Mar-
shall Music Co. to attend Blue

CANTON 6

Ford Rd 1M|!e W. of |-275 (734)
unlqda&mmaushm '9 81-1 '90 0 .
$5.80 DAILY Matinees til 4pm

$5.73 Studenis & Late Show Fri & Sat

$7.00 Evenings Mon RV - i1 SCREENS
BIGITAL STEREG -

Unllmlted Free Prink & .25¢ Corn Reflils

Defuxe Air Kockey Table
© [

ANGELINA
JOLIE
is
LARA
SROFY

¢ LARA CROFT: TOMB RAIDER (PG-13)
12:00, 2:20, 4:40, 7:10, 3:40

& RTLARTIS (PG)

11:00, 1:00, 3:00, 5:10, 7:30, 9:30

& SWORDFISK (R)

11:45, 2:10, 4:20, 7:00, 9:15

THE ABIMAL (PG-12)

G ipn 120, 518 808 725 930
PEARL RARBOA (PG-13) 2:00, 5:30, 9:00
SHREY (PG 11: 30 1:30, 3:30, 5:25, 7:05,
9:05

FREE ’i%..z 3
I Bag of Buttery Popcorn {rasa:) 2
| oneporad @ Canton §_ I0__Kega) =

LE R R REAEEERS

EXREEEY =

FRAGH A F BT T BB DR E LD R B P

Lake Fine Arts Camp this sum-
mer. They are: Scott Huddas,
son of Jim and Gaye Huddas,
Pioneer Middle Sechool, violin;
Christopher Leach, son of Don-
ald Leach, Discovery Middle

e 75th Anniversary

bt
n
'\4

e 75th Anniversary ® 75th Anniversary ® 75th Anniversary
— Landscaping Is Our Business Since 1926 —
+ Perennials ¢ Ground Covers ¢ Topsoil ¢ Hardwood Bark ¢ Cedar Mulch

+ Limestone * Sand ¢ Gravel * Boulders * Shade Trees » Ornamental Trees
» Evergreens ¢ Flowering Shrubs » Broadieaf Evergreens ’

LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES
» Steel Edging * Diamond Edging
e Weed Barrier e Wood Lawn Playscapes
» Bagged Soils and Mulches

Splrea, Potentilla, Dogwood, Forsythua,
Wiegela, Hosta, Day Lily & more!
Good thru 7/1 5&01 )

gsoocuznnv HILL 13 Nisa W.of Bock)

School, tuba; Jenna Olexsey,
daughter of Gerry and Shelly
Olexsey, Pioneer Middle School,
clarinet; Cameron Scharchburg-
Beyer, son of Bruce Beyer and
Martha Scharchburg, Canton

ter of Karl and Suzanne Wid

FREE
DO-IT-
YOURSELF
Unilock Seminar

for pavers and
retaining walls

the best in interfocking pavers & retaining i
walls Authorized dealer & contractor SAT"OJ UNE 23
10% OFF ali

purchases at Seminar
Cali for reservations

FREE FLAT
OF ANNUALS

(with any purchase over $200)

FORD ROAD

CHERRY

3
734-482-0771

HiLL

BECK ROAD

GOTFREDSGON

1/4 Mite West of Gotfredson

L1053601 B

o 75th Anniversary ® 75th Anmuersary e 75th Anniversary

-FLOOR SAMPLE CLEARANCE AND SP

It’s true. we are clearing our floors of all floor samples to
make way for merchandise coming in. This is your chance to save
like never before on every bedroom, liVing room, dining room,
wall unit, home office & accent pieces by Thomasville!

No Payments, No Interest for 90 Days.

If by chance you can’t find what your lookmg
for on our showroom floor...

Pay the lowest price. We pay your sales fax.

Plus, a special payment option.’

SALE IN
PROGRESS

FOR A LIMITED TIME

BRFEDH G EHE DR BHR

l e s ST RIL R IR B SV SR B VRIS E LB H R e @

“Discounts on floor. saés afad sold as is.
Groupings sold as sets only.

Yes we are open...
during remodeling and
expansion of our
Novi location,

For exclusively Tboville,
I aughlin 4

HOME FURNISHINGS OF NOVI

248.344.2551 42200 Grand River; Novi -
(5 blocks. East of Novi Rd.) '

For Thomasville and other fine collections,

HOME FURNISHING DESIG ‘S

734.285.5454 14405 Dix, Southgate
(2 blocks North of Eureka Road)

*Discounts off msrp. Offer valid o Thomasville purchases made from fune e-m‘sﬁs, 2001, Kot valid on-prior sales. Offer excudes

the Ernest Hemingway Coflection™ ,ofor Cafe™ and 2001 market intraductions. W/app. credit. See stores for details.

Open Mon.-Sat. 8-6, Sun. 10-5 jN

West Middle School, French
horn; and Nicole Widak, daugh-

ak,

Discovery Middle School, oboe.

ZBEESCII0
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‘We're not cheaters’ educators tell state lawmakers:

BY MIXE MALOTT
HOMETOWN NEWS SERVICE
mmalott@homecomm.net

“We're not cheaters” was the
message dozens of superinten-
dents sent to state lawmakers at
a hearing on the MEAP test
Thursday, June 14, in Lansing.

And despite a “sincere” apolo-
gy from state Treasurer Doug
Roberts for releasing the names
of 71 schools where “irregulari-
ties” were spotted in MEAP test
answers, educators say the dam-
age has already been done.

“I am here today to sincerely

apologize for the way this issue
has unfolded,” Roberts said at
the outset of a special joint meet-
ing of the Senate and House
: Education committees.
. “Obviously, it was never the
’state 8 intention that schools,
‘teachers and students be sub-
‘jected to what was essentially an
indictment of their integrity. I
can’t go back and undo what
happened this year, but I can
learn an important lesson about
how this issue will be handled in
the future. I can assure everyone
here today, as well as a school
officials throughout Michigan,
that there will be no future press
conferences about test irregulari-
ties prior to school districts being
contacted for response.”

Responded to leak

He explained he felt compelled
to put out all the information
about irregularities — which may
indicate cheating or “teacher
interference” because a
reporter had obtained a copy of
the list through a leak.

Roberts said he realized later
he should have simply refused to
confirm the list for that reporter.

Sen. Loren Bennett, R-Canton,
called Roberts a “class act” for
apologizing and accepting
responsibility so quickly. “How
often do you see that in govern-
ment these days?” he asked.

Bennett, chair of the Senate
Education Committee, predicted
that when the Treasury Depart-
ment completes its review of the
irregularities and the responses
from school districts that it will
find a few instances of actual
cheating, but “the vast majority”
will be exonerated.

“I look at that one example,
out of a class of 20 in which six
students gave identical answers,
three sentences long. with every
word spelled correctly.
that a bit beyond chance,” he
said. Although that “1‘rregular1-
ty” was included in a set of

~examples, the Treasury Depart-
ment has not identified which
“school it came from.

T
i YiilGh

Explanations given

Of the superintendents who
appeared before his committee,
most gave perfectly reasonable
explanations for the “irregulari-
ties” seen in their test results.
He noted that the original list of

:::,;“:gg m:z‘g,z Indoor Showroom
CHOOSE FRON OVER 300 MODE
ENDS G/30/01 Cannot combine with any other prometion
< Ftoe Doll-FHodpetal:.
& 701/ .S‘a(da 2 Shag

(3047 W1z Mile R,

Glerece 7898
Just mention this ad for a

SPECIAL STORAGE DISCOUNT

85 Off 2nd Garment
$10.0ff Each. Garment Over 2
W SAVE $5 On Storage
With Cleaning
On Fur Garments
Detrolt & (313) 873-8300

Bloomfield Hills & (248) 642-3000
’9
U1 excmn WY W I TICRIUT'S. C O™

1053132
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Michael Wilmot: Garden
City School Superinten-
dent

irregularities, after test scorers
were done grading, included
more than 400 schools.

Educators tossed out many of
those on review, paring the list
to 71. Roberts told lawmakers
that what had been include as
“irregularities” were test
answers in which different stu-
dents had answers that were vir-
tual copies, different handwrit-
ing in a single answer, identical
phrasing in different students’
answers, and vocabulary that
was inconsistent with the grade
level of the student.

Test reviewers explained how
they spotted irregularities. They
said they were looking for simi-
larities in large numbers. It’s not
practical for more than two. or
three students to copy each
other’s answers. But when eight
answers are identical or very
gimilar, it may indicate “teacher
inference.”

Garden City Superintendent
Michael Wilmot explained why
the phrase “descendants of
Native Americans” showed up in
the answers of five students at
Memorial Elementary School.

K ‘Once this had been reviewed, you will find
there is nothing improper here. But the accusa-
tion has been made and it cannot be corrected ...
The damage has been done. The kids know they
have been accused of cheating.’

Michael Wilmot

Garden City Schools Superintendent

They had had a teacher who was
married to a Native American
and instructed the children that
the term “Indian” is derogatory.
So.when asked about who
migrated to North American in
prehistoric times, students
answered “descendants of Native
Americans.” That’s an incorrect
answer, Wilmot noted. It should
have been “ancestors.”

“Once this had been reviewed,
you will find there is nothing
improper here,” he said. “But the
accusation has been made and it
cannot be corrected ... The dam-
age has been done. The kids
know they have been accused of
cheating.”

No fix

Of Roberts’ comments, Wilmot
said, “I accept his apology but it
doesn’t fix it.”

Wilmot noted that the infor-
mation was released one day
before an election in Garden City
for $36 million in bonds. While it
still passed, he said several par-
ents told him they would not
vote for it because “cheating”

was going on in the school dis-
trict.

Oak Park’s Pepper Elementary
made the list because several
students mentioned Oakwood
Street in their essay answers to
a question asking them to tell
about a time when they got lost.

“Qakwood is three blocks from
the school, and it’s five blocks
long. We have a lot of students
who live on Oakwood,” Superin-
tendent Alexander Baily said.

But beyond that, he couldn’t
find any similarities in their
answers.

Baily said the state handed
out examples that constituted
the worst irregularities seen in
the test, but others, like those in
his school districet, were much
less clear.

“How do you even assess irreg-
ularities when you have only one
or two answers to look at?” he
said.

Bailey contended that the
state should indeed be reviewing
the test for irregularities and
cheating. But he said the release
of the information, before it was
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reviewed by the schools, hurt
students. :

“They need to make sure the
integrity of the school district is
protected,” Bailey said. “They
also have to protect the integrity
of the information about test.
And it isn’t fair to put the kids
on the firing line.” .

Northville Superintendent Len
Rezmierski said Winchester Ele-
mentary appeared on the list
because several students, when
asked for an example of problem
solving, wrote about an issue at
the school in which a playground
had been taken over for parking
space. Several had used the
phrase “more parking for par-
ents and teachers.”

The issue was on the minds of
students about the time the
MEAP was taken, he said. “We
tried to make it a civics lesson
for them,” he explained.

No response time

Rezmierski said he supported
the state’s review of the test for
possible cheating., He said he
didn’t even mind answering
their questions when they had
concerns about the answers stu-
dents gave.

What made him angry was
that his school was named pub-
licly 24 hours bhefore he even had
a chance to see what the con-
cerns were.

“Accusing somebody without
giving them a chance to defend
themselves is wrong in our soci-

ety,” he said. “Our school, our -

teachers and our students have
been tarnished.”

Rezmierski wasn’t satlsﬁed
with Roberts apology. He Wanfs
a letter of vindication.

“A mistake was made. We cah
try to make the most of it, we
can say to the students, ‘What
did we learn from th1s,’” he said.
“But how are we going to do that
now that school is out?”

The Treasury Department has
already taken two schools off the
list, Brighton’s Hornung Ele-
mentary and Lynch Elementary
in Detroit. They were misidenti-
fied in being placed on the list.
The “irregularities” apparently

"~ came from other schools.

Responses from those ‘school
districts that did have irregulari-
ties were due back to state by
the end of last week. The Trea-
sury Department will review the
explanation and issue a report at
the conclusion.

Roberts said the responses
would be carefully reviewed and
only one response will be issued
when the review is complete. !

“We are not going to get into
doing a release-of-the-week,” h;é
said.
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Central’s fate already

generating controversy

You can count on hearing a lot the next
few months about saving Central Middle
School.

Emotions are running high because the
school is a landmark and was once Ply-
mouth High School.

Plymouth-Canton Community Schools
recently released a facilities report pro-
jecting needs in the future. Amid the

details of the

indication that
Central Middle
School in down-
town Plymouth
would cost $17
million to reno-
vate and $22 mil-
lion to replace.
Money has been
spent at the
school including
extensive energy
saving work in
the "90s.

Central was
the subject of a
contentious meet-
ing at the Ply-
mouth District Library last Thursday
night. The meeting was organized by city
commissioner David Byers, who is run-
ning for re-election.

Among the many worries, and conflict-
ing points of view:

1n The new middle school would be built
in Canton. After all, Plymouth has East
and West and Pioneer.

B The land could be sold for top doliar
by the district with condominiums or
something less attractive built.

B The city planning commission is
iooking at Central to see if the existing
master plan use for the land is appropri-
ate.

Among many
worries and
conflicting
_points of view -
the new middle
school would
be built in Can-
ton since Ply-
mouth already
has East, West
and Pioneer.

report was the

B The school would be torn down and
the rather large piece of property sold or
given to the city for a big park.

B The city, the city commission, the |

city planning commission and the schools
could easily get embroiled in controversy
as various factions battle over what to do.
After all, just look at what’s happening in
Livonia as the city and schools try to set-
tle the issue of the old Rosedale School
property in the Rosedale area (just south
of Plymouth Road between Merriman

and Farmington). That school was torn !

down and there was a prolonged city-
school-residents debate about what to do
with the land. Monday the school board
stunned residents and sold the land to a
developer.,

W Finally, a certain faction wants to
keep the building as a school or recre-
ation facility, restoring it for its innate
historical value.

Our hope is that the school board stays
calm in the storm that seems to be Ply-
mouth city politics. In the end Central’s
fate is the school trustees’ decision. Our
sense is that action on Central is months,
probably years, away. The school district
has plenty on its plate including a need
for another elementary school and fund-
ing the opening and operation of the
third high school.

Recent indications from the board
about what the budget looks like for
2002, 2003 and 2004, and the school
facilities report point to a board carefully
weighing the future.

Hopefully the school board can stay out
of the cross hairs of city commission poli-
tics.

Central (old Plymouth High) has been
on that little rise of land for 85 years.
Let’s honor ali the students and staff
that have been in that building and keep
the debate civil.

MEAP investigation must
continue, despite missteps

Allegations of “irregularities” on Michi-
gan Educational Assessment Program
testing at 70 schools have turned into a

. public relations fiasco for the belea-

guered tests.

State Treasurer Doug Roberts, whose
agency runs MEAP testing for the state,
apologized to school superintendents at a
four-hour hearing in Lansing last Thurs-
day. The school chiefs’ main complaint:
A list of the suspected schools was
leaked to the media before the schools
had a chance to see, and to respond to,
the charges.

In major TV news shows and the daily
newspapers “irregularities” became

“cheating.”

Garden City’s usuaily calm superln-
tendent Mike Wilmot was among the
most upset, saying that Roberts apology
doesn’t “fix the wrong” done to. students
and staff at one of the accused schools,
Memorial Elementary in Garden City. ~

Some state lawmakers are adding their
opinions to the chorus of boos for
Roberts. ‘

State Sen. Gary Peters from Bloomfield
Township wants to send MEAP back to

the Michigan Department of Education

where it was administered before a 1999
executive order from Republican Gov.
John Engler sent the testing program to
Treasury.

“School dlstncts were unfaxrly convict-
ed of cheating by the media before they
were ever given a chance to respond
because noneducators in the Treasury
Department mishandled the situation.
Education testing is too important to be
given to people who don’t understand
education,” Peters said Monday.

- Careful readers will note that Peters is

a likely candidate for governor in the.

Democratic primary. But he has a good
point — the tests belong with educators,
who might have been more sensitive to
the consequences of releasing the report.
The important issue here is not bad
PR for Treasury or that the Treasury
shouldn’t be administering the tests, it is:

Did some students and, presumably,

some teachers, cheat on MEAP tests?
Unfortunately, all the white noise sur-
rounding the recent MEAP events hag
obscured the fact that test checkers
found something wrong with some of the

answers to fifth grade science or writing, .

and eighth grade social science “struc-
tured response” or essay questions.
Test checkers documented cases where

Unfortunately, all the white
noise surrounding the recent
MEAP events has obscured the
fact that test checkers found
something wrong.

it was apparent these essay questions
had exactly worded answers repeated by
several students.

Many superintendents told a joint
nieeting of the House and Senate educa-
tion committees last week that test
answer similarities were the result of
good preparation of the students for the
test. Wilmot even walked legislators
through Garden City’s fifth grade text-

book showing the source of a phrase’

about descendants of native Americans.
His point: His kids had been taught well.

Stakes are admittedly high in the
MEAP testing sequences. Schools can get
a $50,000 Golden Apple Award for good
results; high school students can earn a
$2,500 scholarship. Good district MEAP
scores are reportedly belng used by Real-
tors to help seli homes in certain ZIP
codes. -

All 50 states are involved in some kind
of performance testing of their public
school students, according to Education
Week Web magazine; 27 -states hold
‘schools responsible for results. Governors
argue that the states are paying billions
of dollars a year for an educational sys-
tem and there must be some accountabil-
ity.

Any uncanny sameness in what stu-

" dents wrote cannot go unchallenged by

the state. While Roberts continues to

deal with press leaks and bad publicity
for the MEAP, the state must get full .

responses from the suspected schools.
Settling the nagging unrest about the

'MEAP depends upon it.

&
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M Non-vote explained

We always voted in the Scheol Board
elections via absentee ballot since we
are from the older set (we are how 68
and 65 years of age). We would go to
get the absentee ballot up on Harvey
and the last time we voted, we
requested that we be put on a perma-
nent list for absentee ballots so we
didn’t have to go there any more and
the person we talked to said that they
would take care of it.

This was several years ago and we
haven’t received any ballots, or
request for ballots that we could mail
back to them, and as a result we
haven’t voted in the School Board elec-
tions since.

John and Janet Hennika

Libbing thanks

I would very much like to thank the
many friends, relatives, neighhors, and

. colleagues who supported me in my

recent campaign for the Plymouth-
Canton School Board. It was most
gratifying to experience this.

I had never before run for an elective
office; it was quite interesting and illu-
minating.

The truly great thing about this par-
ticular election was that it was con-
ducted in a cordial, courteous, respect-
ful manner. I truly enjoyed talking
with and listening to the other candi-
dates.

The only sad aspect was that, to 95

percent of the community, it apparent-
ly was an obscure non-event, not wor-
thy of interest or effort. This is most

unfortunate, because our community is

going to continue to face prodigious
problems and issues, and the school
board members need to have input and
support from the citizens they repre-
sent.

Tom Wysocki will be a great addi-
tion to the board. He is an honest,
credible and skiliful person. Had I not
been running, I would have voted for
him.

I hope to remain active and produc-
tive in some manner in our school dis-
trict. Ifeel that I still have some skills
and knowledge that I can contribute.

Again, thanks! .

"~ Fred Libbing
Plymouth

M Teacher says thanks
My second-grade class at Tonda Ele-

“mentary School would like to thank

the followmg community businesses .
and services for helping with our com-
munity unit and donating promotion
items to the students:
"~ AAA of Michigan; Canton Bread
Company; Canton Cinema; Canton
Library; Canton Police; Canton Post
Office; Central City Diner; Chamber of
Commerce; Children’s Orchard; Great
Expressions; Flower Pot; Kindercare;
Observer; Old Country Buffet; Park-
way Vet; Pet Supply Flus; Rose’s; Sec-
retary of State; Skatin’ Station II St.
Joe Mercy; Superbowl ‘and Target

You have helped mak:i :
about the community-

' Valerie Mestrovwh
Tonda Second Grade Class

Canton

B Central's fate

Regarding Mr. Bruscato's article on
Central Middle School (Sunday’s
Observer Page Al):

Central Middle School is property of
the Plymouth Canton Community

Schools. The school board should
properly decide if it is worth the
expendlture to maintain this old build-
ing. If the school board decides to keep
up Central, that is all well and good.

If the board decides to close the school
and sell the property, that is well and
good too.

If Mr. Byers (Plymouth city commis-
sioner David Byers) wishes to have the
facility where it is regardless of the
school board’s decision, then let him
raise the money to purchase the build-
ing, and to renovate it, from the tax-
payers in Plymouth who will benefit
from it.

Dennis Kabaczy
Canton

B NEA abuses outlined

Regarding Phil Power’s article, “Our
Nation could use more visionaries like
Geiger,” T have a few contrary views.

Many people might be surprised to
know that the NEA (with Geiger as
President) spends a great deal of time
and union money on promoting causes
that are harmful to education and
often conflict with some of the most
deeply held moral and religious
beliefs. For example:

B The NEA supports abortion from
time of conception to the time of birth.
This would include partial birth abor-
tion. In a survey of NEA members in
Ohio, it was found that only 10 percent
of the teachers felt the NEA should
take a position on this controversial
issue. So they are out of touch with
their own members.

B The NEA promotes homosexuali-
ty. Although the necessity for toler-
ance and understanding of gays and
lesbiang has rarely been disputed, the
promotion of that lifestyle in class-
rooms is the subject of hot debate.
Many parents — and teachers ~ resent
the fact that their children are encour-
aged to watch videos such as “Just the
Facts About Sexual Orientation,” and .
“It’s Elementary — Talking About Gay -
Issues in School,” that promote homo-
sexuality activities. In a 1996 Phi

Delta Kappa/Gallop Poll, 63 percent of -

the public opposed teaching about Gay

. and Lesbian lifestyle as part of the .

curriculum...only 9 percent believed
that it should be presented as an
acceptable alternative lifestyle. So
again the NEA is out of step.

B While the NEA promotes accep-
tance of Gays and Lesbians, it has no
tolerance for a whole host of groups
that it refers to as “Enemies of Educa-
tion.” These groups include Focus on
the Family, The Nation Right of Life,
Christian Coalition, Concerned
Women of America, etc. The NEA goes
so far as to publish papers or give sem-
inars attacking conservative Christian

-parents and organizations. Almost

anyone who holds high values and con-
victions other than those held by the
NEA is on that enemy list.

I think most people today will agree
that the NEA and AFT have lost track

. of what they are all about. Education .
“no longer means reading, writing and

arithmetic, and moral values. It means
indoctrination, mediocrity, and lack of
standards.

Edmund V. Starrett, Ed.D.

Livonia

| | Thanks, for donation

An open letter to Phil Pursell, -
owner, Main Street Auto Wash:

On behalf of the membership of Ply- ~
mouth-Canton Vietnam Veterans of -
Americag Chapter 528, I want to
express our thanks once again for ‘
donating the use of your facility (Main
Street Auto Wash in Plymouth) on
Sunday, May 20.

The proceeds from this fund-raiser

‘will be used toward chapter projects in

2001, e.g., defraying the cost of chapter
scholarshlps totalling $1,000 and to be
awarded this summer; sponsorshlp in "’
the Plymouth YMCA run in June; the
sixth annual Children’s Fishing Derby
in Hines Park plus contributions to
other worthwhile projects of veterans’
groups and civic organizations. 5
It is always a pleasure to be associ- .-
ated with an individual such as your- -
self, net for yeur generosity alone, but
for your community concern. Many a
business owner would brag about
being community-minded, but very few
would sacrifice a day’s receipts to e
make such a point. 1
Thank you again for your kindness, ., .
generosity and friendship, to the Viet-
nam Veterans of America, Chapter g
528, and to the Plymouth-Canton com- -
munity. o R
Basilio Rivera, President- .
Vietnam Veterans of America
Plymouth-Canton, Chapter:
5282

B No closure

The execution of Timothy McVeigh
makes him forever a martyr. Howev-
er, Sirhan, Sirhan ... to the majority of -
this country and especlally its youth is
a relatlvely unknown.

Closure is a state of mind. Closure
is not something that comes after an
act or action.

The death penalty in the end is only
another homicide with a guarantee
than an individual cannot kill again.
The same result is achieved by a life
term without any chance of parole!

Roger Kehrier
Plymouth .
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Thrash over MEAP issues
an outburst in the making

The brouhaha over the MEAP test furnishes
wvidence of just how emotional and confused edu-
ation policy has become.

The Department of Treasury compiled a list of
'1 schools in 21 districts that it said indicated
irregularities” in MEAP test results. Parts were
eaked to a Lansing reporter, who then bulldozed
he department into releasing the whole thing.
The vulture com-
ponents of the
media beast
immediately
jumped on the
story, quickly
translating
“investigate
irregularities”
into “MEAP test
cheating” with-
out bothering to
dig much into the
detail.

Turns out
Treasury screwed
up big time. One
school —
Brighton’s Hor-
wng Elementary — was on the list by mistake,
mnd another — Northville’s Winchester Elemen-
ary — seems entirely innocent. There are likely a
ew examples of outright cheating in the stuff
10w being looked at, but the vast majority of
irregularities” are probably just that — odd but
verfectly innocent similarities in some test
inswers that in no way suggest cheating.

School people, already anxious about budget
uts being threatened for next year and busy with
md-of-year activities, were furious.

Leonard Rezmierski, superintendent of the
Vorthville district, fired off a representative let-
er to Treasury officials: “I am very disappointed
n the method by which the Départment of Trea-
iury chose to announce the allégations and,
herefore, to humiliate and discredit the reputa-
ion of the fine educators at Winchester Elemen-
ary School ... Receiving the phone call from Mr,
3ob Nelson, at approximately 12-12:15 p.m. on
fhursday, June 8, but not receiving the specific
:oncerns until Friday at 12:35 p.m., caused me to
leal with multiple media for 24 hours, as being
ruilty as charged without having any knowledge
if the specific allegations. The incredible devasta-
ion that this caused the teaching staff, adminis-
ration, students and parents at Winchester, as
vell as the entire district, is unconscionable.”

Wisely, State Treasurer Doug Roberts apolo-
rized last week: “I am here today to sincerely
ipologize for the way this issue has unfolded.
dbviously, it was never the state’s intention that
chools. teachers and students be subjected to
vhat has been portrayed as an indictment of
heir integrity.”

The fact that Roberts, one of the most capable
ind decent people in state government, has taken
‘esponsibility removes the incident from the
ealm of evil personal intention and allows us to

‘hif Power

consider the structural issues underlying the
flap. Three main points come to mind.

First, whether the Engler Administration
intended it or not, most school people in Michigan
feel that the mentality of the state toward public
education is one of suspicion and mistrust. Advo-
cating more charter schools, favoring publicly
financed vouchers for private and parochial
schools, attacking unions and casting doubt on
the ability of teachers is hardly the way to win
friends. Given the background, the thrash over
MEAP “cheating” was an outburst just waiting to
happen.

Administration of the MEAP test and
managing the merit awards that stem
from good results are, mysteriously, in

the hands of the Department of Trea-

sury, taken by executive order from
the Department of Education.

Second, there are no clear lines of authority in
Michigan’s structure of public education, Admin-
istration of the MEAP test and managing the
merit awards that stem from good results are,
mysteriously, in the hands of the Department of
Treasury, taken by executive order from the
Department of Education. Members of the State
Board of Education, independently elected
statewide, have the constitutional responsibility
to set education policy. But the board’s newly
selected Superintendent of Public Instruction,
Tom Watkins, is a Democratic refugee from the
old Blanchard Administration. A corporation,
Standard and Poors, is now rating overall perfor-
mance of individual schools, while the separate
Department of Career Development is concen-
trating on job training and vocational education.

When 1 talked with him last week, Watkins
spoke about the “balkanization of education” and
argued there is little alignment of policy with
institutional responsibility. It’s hard not to agree.

It’s clear the next governor is going to have to
take a long, hard look at what might be termed
the “infrastructure of Michigan,” the range of
facilities that, taken together, determine the
quality of life in our state: roads, sewers, water
quality, public transit, broadband networks and
so forth. The structure and workings of our edu-
cational infrastructure deserve an important
place in this list.

Candidates for governor — there are seven
already — should be addressing this issue as they
jostle for early advantage.

Phil Power is chairman of HomeTown Com-
munications Network Inc., the company that
owns this newspaper. He welcomes your com-
ments, either by voice mail at (734) 953-2047,
Ext. 1880, or by e-mail at ppower@
homecomm.net.

Moving a soul to repentance
should be execution’s focus

News reports of Timothy McVeigh's execution
vithout exception portrayed him as defiant and
inrepentant. Indeed, his choice of silence and
eported stare into the camera above the gurney in
he death chamber would seem to corroborate the
ierception. Furthermore, his request that the
' defiant poem
“Invictus” be
shared with-
reporters in lieu
of a final state-
ment only seemed
to solidify the
cold amoral per-
sona of a hard-
ened sociopath.

Yet, buried
under all emotion
attached to the
execution, the
press, for the
most part, failed
to say that Timo-
thy McVeigh, a
baptized Catholic
nd a former altar boy, requested the sacraments
f the Church before he died. This little-reported
act may put Timothy McVeigh in a different light
nd so, too, the validity of the death penalty, since
he Sacrament of Anointing has within it the Rite
f Penance, which requires true contrition for sin.

Because of the sacramental seal, the prison
haplain can never divulge the content of
IcVeigh'’s confession. We will never know
rhether he recognized the sinfulness of his
ctions. But, as the prison chaplain said, “He
McVeigh) knows when you ask for (the sacra-
aent), it’s like saying ‘T'm sorry for everything I've
one, Lord. Please forgive me.”

There is, of course, the possibility of McVeigh’s
invincible ignorance,” a theological term that
1eans he was incapable of understanding the
rrongness of his action and that he rationalized
he evil it caused. If this is 50, only God can be his
1dge. Whatever the case, McVeigh’s request and
eception of the sacraments needs to open us to
he possibility that Timothy McVeigh may very
rell have been, to the extent posmble, contrite and
1ay have died at peace with God.

Which brings us to another point often forgotten
1 the debate on capital punishment - its use for
he rehabilitation of the criminal. This might
sem strange since rehabilitation connotes in our
ociety the hope of returning the criminal to being

he Rev. Michael P. Orsi

a productive citizen. Yet, the traditional meaning
for rehabilitation when used for justifying the
state’s execution of notorious eriminals always had
a bigger picture in mind, which entailed concern
for a life after death.

With all the discussion concerning the morality

In an age in which society fails to look
beyond the material, Churchmen often
find themselves attached to the same
limited horizons as their secular coun-

' terparts.

of the death penalty, there was hardly a voice
heard about its positive ability to move a soul to
repentance. This aspect was unfortunately miss-
ing even from those who are called to speak on
behalf of this religious dimension. While the
Catholic bishops wisely spoke of the “culture of
death” that McVeigh's execution seemed to pro-
mote, they missed an opportunity to teach and
give witness fo a good that was possible and has
seemingly resulted from McVeigh’s sentence to
death.

In an age in which society fails to look beyond
the material or to talk of the transcendent, church-
men often find themselves attached to the same
limited horizons as their secular counterparts.
Were America’s religious leaders saying anything
really different from those cther compassionate
people who had a philosophical or gut feeling that
taking even the life of the guilty is wrong and
demeaning for society’s well being? Was this per-
haps a missed teachable moment? Might

- McVeigh’s execution have fulfilled a higher good —

the salvation of Timothy’s soul? All in all, we tend
to forget that God does work for our ultimate good.

- From the chaplain’s report, it seems that God

indeed may have prevailed despite the limited
horizons of his chosen spokesmen.
May he rest in peace.

The Rev. Michael P. Orsi has a doctorate in
education from Fordham University, two mas-
ter’s degrees in theology from Saint Charles
Seminary, and a bachelor of arts from Cathe-
dral College. He is chaplain and Research
Fellow in Law and Religion at Ave Maria
School of Law, Ann Arbor.

Mike Malott

We like to think of Michigan as a leader, one of
the states out ahead of the curve. In many
respects it is,

Case in point: When George W. took office, his
first priority was to get us a tax cut, one of the
first at the federal level in years. But Michigan
has been trimming the taxes for a long time.
We've been there.

Congress has launched into debate on a
Patient’s Bill of Rights, but Michigan has had one
for two years. Done that.

Still, there is one area where Michigan is any-
thing but a leader. In fact, it falls in last place —
ethics laws. Michigan doesn’t have anything on
the books, so it wound up in last place — along
with Utah, Idaho and Vermont — when the Center
for Public Integrity, a Washington, D.C.-based
foundation for investigative journalism, did a sur-
vey of state ethics regulations.

Ethics laws are aimed at keeping elected offi-
cials from proﬁtmg personally from the decisions
they make in office. Typically, they require some
form of disclosure. When lawmakers have a busi-
ness interest that would be directly affected by a
vote, they are typically required to abstain and
make known their “conflict of interest.”

Apparently, there is a need. Even though most
states have laws in place, the Center found that
nationwide 25 percent of state legislators sat on
committees that regulated businesses in which
they had a financial interest. Another 23 percent
received income from some government agency
while collecting a paycheck from their respective
legislatures. And 18 percent had financial ties to
businesses that lobby their legislatures.

Rep. Mike Bishop, R-Rochester, contends that
despite the lack of a law here, Michigan politics
have been pretty clean. We haven’t had the scan-
dals over conflicts that have rocked legislatures in
other states, he said.

That may be one reason why his proposed “Gov-
ernment Kthics Act,” House Bill 4070, has drawn
so little attention. The bill would prohibit state
elected officials from using their public positions
to gain anything of value for themselves or anoth-
er person.

Leglslators would have to publicly disclose any

onﬂ;“‘ of ,m oreat,” which would include person-

ekt e SE OGN ! i< with o
person thar wouid nkelv be ~nbc;tar*tlaliy affected
by an official action or decision.” Lawmakers
would also be barred from lobbying for three
months after leaving office.

A seven-member ethics board would be created
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tions could carry civil or ¢riminal penalties.

Bishop chose not to include the extensive disclo-
sure requirements that are typical of ethics laws
elsewhere. And there are reasons.

“A lot of them are overly inclusive,” he said. “A
lot of them are absolutely intrusive. It is not my
intention to chase people out of public office. If the
financial disclosure is too extensive, there are
many good honest people who will refuse to run
for public office, and that would be a shame.”

Instead, Bishop explained, he is looking for
“transactional disclosure,” current business deals
that may have an impact on current issues before
the legislature. They should be disclosed at the
time.

Bishop admits that without full reporting, it
might be more difficult to spot it when a lawmak-
er fails to disclose a conflict. On the other hand,
with civil fines and criminal penalties for viola-
tions, lawmakers would have a strong motivation
to disclose the information at the time it is
required.

Common Cause, in fact, is pushing for more dis-
closure. The Center for Public Integrity would
rank that as a flaw in the legislation.

But Bishop has a valid point. And it makes
sense to get a set of rules on the books, so that
elected officials know what rules they’re supposed
to be playing by.

Ultimately, it’s a well-thought-out piece of legis- ‘
lation. All the more credit to Bishop for spotting a .

g'ip in the law before some scandal crops up to
bring it to the forefront.

Mike Malott reports on the local implications
of state and regional events. He can be

‘reached by phone at (248) 634-8219 or by e-

mail at mmalott@homecomm.net
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The Great
Lakes
Chamber
Music
Festival
continues
with an 8
p.m. con-
cert, fea-
turing
pianist

Ruth

Laredo, at St. Hugo of the
Hills on the corner of Opdyke
and Hickory Grove in Bloom-
field Hills. Tickets $28, call
(248) 559-2097, or visit
www.greatlakeschambermu-
sic.com

Jom the Swedzsk Club for a
Midsummer Festival 9:30
a.m. to 1:.30 p.m., 22398 Ruth
St. at Freedom Road in
Farmington Hills. The event
begins with breakfast and
features a Maypole raising,
choral performances, folk
dancing, children’s games,
dinner, bake and Swedish
import sale. Call (248) 478-
2563 for details.

SUNDAY

The Bugs Beddow Bl ues
Band performs 7-11 p.m. in
the Entertainment Tent dur-
ing Livonia Spree at Ford
Field on Farmington Road at
Lyndon. Spree offers a carni-
val, food and other activities,
call (734) 427-8190 for infor-
mation.

Spend an afternoon .
strolling among artists at
two fairs ~ Canton’s Fine
" Art & Fine Craft Show at

Heritage Park, 1150 Can-
ton Center Road and the
West Bloomfield Art Fes-
tival, Saturdoy-Sunday,
Ju 23~24 Look for - :

CANTON PUBLIC LIBRARY

ENTERTAINMENT

. 20th annual Frog Island Music Festi-

an eclectic b

of musicians

BY MICHAEL MURPHY
SPECIAL WRITER

f you're going to have a music festi- §

val what better way to start it

than with a parade — New Orleans
style.

That’s the way organizers of the

val in Ypsilanti intend to kick off
their weekend-long affair on Friday
when the New Orleans-based Wild
Magnolias lead the faithful from
Ypsilanti’s historic Depot Town to
the Frog Island Festival site.

And The Wild Magnolias, led by a
trio of feather-festooned Mardi Gras
“Indians” steeped in the New
Orleans “second-line” tradition, do
love a parade.

“It’s just getting out and having
fun,” said Magnolias lead singer Big
Chief Bo Dollis. “You put all your
troubles behind you and that day
you’re the big chief”

The 57-year-old Dollis said he now
leaves the percussion-filled parading
to the “younger guys” and waits for

LOWCases

the crowd to arrive at the

lend

stage.

The parade is part tra-
dition, part advertising
and part of the Wild
Magnolias that isn’t
going to go away, Dollis
said.

“At most festivals we
do it,” Dollis said. “A lot
of people, they don’t
know about the Wild
Magnolias, and they're
the ones we try to
attract.”

Folk tradition

The Wild Magnolias
have traveled the world
with their own blend of
New Orleans “fonk,” a
folk tradition that has
African, Creole, Native
American and Spanish
roots, and they’re coming
to Frog Island again for
the first time in six
years,

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN
STAFF WRITER
lchomin@oe.homecomm.net

Flutist Sean Gavin becomes a
fireball of enthusiasm as his
friends drift in one by one for an
interview fo disecuss *}mw perfor-

1 [ g

(IR "k

besn&'al on sunday, Lewureli uzupd
Ceol, an ensemble of young Celtic
musicians which includes Gavin,

Young musicians and dancers
celebrate their Celtic roots

dancers from the O’Hare School of
Irish Dance perform a set of reels
and jigs at 4 p.m. during the festi-
val.

Headliners for the day-long
Celtic celebration include Mary
. ,m@ I amen

W Barilgig, a iNew York-based vand
that combines fiddle, bouzouki, tin
whistle, clarinet, uilleann pipes,

will play while a quartet of

Please see CELTIC, B2

Celtic roots: Sean Gavin (left),
Gavin, Colleen Burke, and Col

Rebecca Shirdon, Michael
leen Shanks will celebrate

their Celtic heritage with sets of jigs and reels.

Featured performers: The New Orleans-based Wild Magnolias will kick-
off the 20th annual Frog Island Music Festival by leading the faithful
from Ypsilanti’s historic Depot Town to the festival site.

The group, which is also
fronted by Big Chief Monk
Boudreaux and
drummer/vocalist Norwood
“Geechie” Johnson, started
as a social club in New
Orleans in 1958 and began

June 22-24

. ; Depot Town,
recording as a band in entrance at
1964. Street, one

The “second line” social from Huron

clubs got their start in the
19th century when black
groups were excluded from
Mardi Gras activities on
the city’s main thorough-
fares. The African-Ameri-

gate. Three

parades to thelr owi neigh-
borhoods.

Some dressed as Indians to pay
homage to their ancestors, Dollis
said.

Dollis said career highlights have
been too many to count, but that the
Wild Magnolias always manage to
draw a crowd.

“Japan, Australia, Brazﬂ and even
right here at home. Everywhere we
play the place wiil be packed,” Dollis

said.
Variety rules

The Wild Magnolias will be fol-
lowed Friday by Zydeco artists Lisa
Haley and the Zydekats and Ter-
rance Simien. Piano pounder Marcia
Ball, who has appeared at the festi-
val six times in its 20-year history,
will close out the festival on Friday
with her blend of blues, rhythm and
blues, and roots rock and roll,

The Frog Island Music Festival,
known for presenting an eclectic
blend of musical groups and stylings,
is celebrating its milestone anniver-
sary with its widest-ranging lineup

Frog island Music
Festival
When: Friday-Sunday,

Where: Frog !sland
Park in Ypsilanti’s

Tickets: $20 in
advance, $25 at the

$50 in advance. No
charge for kids age
12 and younger. Call
(734} 487- 2229 or

- tras for Motown legends David Ruf-

yet.

Following Friday’s
“South Coast Celebration”
will be blocks of jazz and
blues artists on Saturday
and Celtic artists on Sun«
day.

Jazz mavens will want to
check out the festivalon
Saturday afternoon, when
the lineup will include the
Blackman/Arnold World
Jazz Band, the Johnny
Rodriguez Fiery Latin Jazz
Band, the Mr. B, Turbu-
lence ’I‘rio, Geri Allen and

Cross
block
Street.

day pass

the L1 umbrc, Groove will

open the evening show with their

mix of “new wave blues and punky
jazz rock” and the night will also fea-
ture performances by Detroit’s
Robert Penn Blues Band, Larry
MeCray and headliner Bobby “Blue”
Bland.

Penn, who is playing the festival
for the first time, has been saturat-
ing Detroit-area clubs with his gen-
wine brand of blues since the early
1980s. ,

He’s become.one of the leading
purveyors of blues and rhythm and
blues in Detroit. He’s a guitar
instructor and has conducted orches-

fin and The Contours. And he hag a
very definite idea of what the blues
is all about.

Art of blues

“Alot of people think that playing
the blues is eagy, but it’s not easy, it’s
an art,” Penn said. “The truth comes
out in experience, and you ¢an’t con-
vmce an aud1ence unless it’s true

Please see FROG B2

Terry Gross, host of National Public
Radio’s afternoon show Fresh Air, has
interviewed countless artists, celebri-
ties and public figures—from writer
John Updike to musician Elvis Costel-
lo.

But it’s the feeling of intimacy
between Gross and her guests, not the
big names, that seize listeners’ atten-
tion and quickly transform them into
devotees of Fresh Air.

Gross began hosting and producing
the program in 1973 in Philadelphia.
Today, Fresh Air, which has received
numerous accolades including the pres-
tigious Peabody Award, is distributed
nationally to more than 275 stations.

Gross is slated to talk about her
work and experiences at 4 p.m. Sunday,
June 24 at the Power Center for Per-
forming Arts in Ann Arbor. Following a
one-hour presentation, she’ll allow the
tables to be turned and take questions
from the audience.

The session will be moderated by
David Fair of WEMU 89.1 FM radio.
Todd Mundt of Michigan Radio,
WUOM 91.7 FM, will introduce Gross.

Gross’ visit comes courtesy of the
Ann Arbor Summer Festival, which
runs through July 8 and showcases a
dance, music, theater, film and a host of

Keety Wygonik, Editor 73 953 2105

121 Fletcher at Hur i
- Ann Afbor )

" | Terry Gross

entertainers.

We caught up with Gross and asked
her about public speaking, the art of
interviewing and the media.

Q: How did you begin your speaking
engagements and why?

A: When the show went national, I
started going to radio stations to make
them aware of the show and I had to
start thinking about public speaking. ...
Initially, I felt very frightened about it.
.. I speak to hundreds of thousands of
people every day, but you don't see
them and they don’t see you. I don’t
even imagine one person I know listen-

ing, when I do the
show.

Q: What'’s your com-
fort level with other
people interviewing
you?

A: T’ve gotten a lot
more comfortable about
it. I think I was almost
phobic when I started
because I wanted lis-
teners to create me to
be whatever they need-
ed me to be. I think
that’s one of the beau-
ties of radio. Physically,
you're not tied down to

what you are.

Q: You're considered one of the best
interviewers on the air. What do you
think makes a good interview?

A: Many times, a good interview
presents information concisely and
well. Sometimes, an interview is good
because you have come to under-
stand an artist or an actor or a musi-
cian. Sometimes, a good interview is
just fun,

Q: You do a lot of preparation and
research. Do you come to an inter-
view with a list of questions and, if
s0, how tied are you to that sheet of

‘kwygonik@oe.homecomm.net

paper?

A: I try to have a list of questions,
but my questions aren’t written out
word for word. ... I want my interview
to have a narrative. I want my inter-
view to feel like a conversation. That
gaid, I have to listen to the guest. I
might abandon my questions entirely. I
might abandon them for a little bit and
then come back. '

Q: You create an intimacy on the air,
yvet the majority of your interviews are
not face to face. How do you achieve
that intimacy?

A: First of all, I think people are used
to talking on the telephone. ... We're all
used to doing it. ... Also, it makes it
somewhat easier (to interview some-
one) because you have space. You're
just ligtening to what someone is say-
mg ... For me, sometimes it’s much eas-
ier to interview somebody who’s well
known by phone because I'm less
intimidated by that person or that
name.

Q: When an interview is going well,
ig there a feeling or rhthymn there?

A: Yes, you feel connected to that per-
son. You feel that there’s an energy
that’s lifting it.

Q: What are your interviewing tech-

Please sece GROSS, B3
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celtic from page B1

saxophone and guitar. The festi-
val concludes with a 9 p.m. jam
session featuring Gavin, his
father Mick (a fiddler), and 40
musicians on stage.

Having fun

“It’s really fun,” said Gavin, a
15-year-old student at Universi-
ty of Detroit High School. “It’s
like a big field and it’s open. You
can walk around and chat and
eat.

“I'm especially looking forward
to hearing Mary Jane Lamond
from Cape Breton, Nova Scotia
who gings in Scottish Gaelie.
She’s gotten very popular. Her
music is kind of jazzy and blends
every kind of singing. I'm also
looking forward to hearing Cape
Breton fiddler Natalie MacMas-
ter. I played with her in a jam
session in Milwaukee.”

Gavin frequently travels
around the country and to Ire-
land for concerts and competi-
tions. At the end of August, he’ll
play in five categories of the All-
Ireland Competition in Listowel
in County Kerry, Ireland. This is
his second time performing in

&

the all-Celtic day at the Frog
Island Music Festival. Joining
him on stage to celebrate their
Celtic roots are step-dancers
Jimmy Ward of Novi, Christine
Rothermel, Livonia, Bridgette
Belviteh, Plymouth, and Nick
Gareiss, Mount Pleasant.

“Tm excited,” said Rothermel,
a Livonia resident who's compet-
ed in World and All-Ireland com-
petitions. “It’s going to be fun.
The first time 1 saw dancers was
at a St. Patrick’s Day celebration
and decided that’s what I want-
ed to do.” v

Nine years later Rothermel is
still studying at the O’Hare
School of Irish Dance in West-
land along with her sisters
Tauri, 12 and Kelsey, 7. Their
schedule keeps mother Polly
busy chauffeuring her daughters
around town. At Christmas time
Rothermel performed with the
Detroit Symphony Orchestra.
She also danced with the Celtic
group, The Chieftains in March
2000 at the Power Center for the
Performing Arts in Ann Arbor.

' about the custom

Friends, character

“I don’t mind all the running
around,” said Polly Rothermel.
“They’ve made friends all over
the world. In Ireland, we learned
- ‘take down
the door’ where they take down a
half door for solo step dancers.
We've seen the old churches and
houses where their grandparents
and great grandparents lived.

“Dancing builds character.
They love it and perform it
because they want to. I don’t tell
them to practice.”

Polly pays for the lessons,
shoes and dance attire just like

Jimmy Ward’s mother Nancy

who considers herself lucky
because male dancers don’t
require the colorful costumes,
which are made in Ireland and
cost between $800 and $1,000.

“His older sister Kelly danced
and he had a talent so we
encouraged him to take lessons,”
said Nancy Ward. “He’s with
kids of Irish descent. My hus-
band’s grandparents came from
Ireland. There’s a strong tie to
the Irish community.”
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A public service of this newspaper

Steppin’ out: Jimmy Ward
is one of the step dancers
who will perform on Celtic
Roots Day.

Like Rothermel, Ward takes
several dance classes a week and
exchanges shoes with other stu-
dents to keep costs down. They
can add up fast when traveling
to Ireland for world competi-
tions. Ward vied for titles in
1989 and 2000 and would have
again this year but the competi-
ticn was canceled due to foot and
mouth disease.

It takes a lot of stretching to
achieve the high kicks he per-
formed during St. Patrick’s Day
festivities at the Hellenic Cultur-
al Center in Westland. Ward is
returhing for a second year to
the all-Celtic day at Frog Island
Park. He began studying at
O’Hare School of Irish Dance five
years ago.

“It was outside and a lot of
fun,” said Jimmy Ward, a 15-
vear-old student at Catholic
Central High School in Redfor
where he plays football and runs
track.

“I dance because it’s fun and
entertaining. It's something you
can do all year long. Eventually
I'"d like to try out for Riuver-
dance.”

In the meantime, Ward will
compete in the nationals coming
up in July in Toronto.

IDIVIDUAL GAME TICKETS
TARTING AT $5 ON SALE NOW

K ‘i like to ca}ted " ffrong
where it’s from,

:::thel' :‘;Ie Penn said.
He plans to
Island is @ embellish his
-great, bi usual basjc
g oi h’b 0i§ blues outfit with
g a horn section
hood party and  female
with some blues  artist
of the best 2y T at Fro
. sland, where
music he’ll be a fan as
around.’ well as a per-

. ; fi . '

Jim Dulzo O?I?ezhe past,
Festival orga- Penn said, he’s
nizer/founder had the oppor-

‘grew in length, and with the

Frog from page BI _ ‘} ,‘

and from the heart.”

Penn said that middle-class
and upper-class players general-
ly miss the point.

“It can be imitated but it can’t

truly be dupli-

tunity to play
with B.B. King,
his greatest
influence. At Frog Island he’ll be
sharing the bill with Bobby
“Blue” Bland.

“What can you say about
Bobby ‘Blue’ Bland,” Penn said.
“He’s one of the emperors of the
business ~ one of the greats, I'd
like to be able to meet him, but
just being on the show is
enough.”

Broadening the appeal

Jim Dulze, festival organizer
and founder, said that when
Frog Island got its start in 1981
as a joint effort between the
Depot Town neighborhood orga-
nization and Eastern Michigan
University radio station WEMU
it was strictly a Saturday after-
noon jazz event.

Over the years. the festival

Dulzo said, there has not been a ,
commensurate loss in the feel of” .
the festival as it was first
intended.

“I like to tell people that Frog
Island is a great, big nexghbor-
hood party with some of the best
musice around,” Dulzo said. .

Dulzo said festival-goers can
also expect to find good food, a
cash bar and “other kids for their
kids to play with” at Frog Island. -

“Tt’s really different from a lot
of festivals that you ge to,” Dulzo :
said. “It’s in a bowl-shaped city .
park and it’s in a very sheltered .
place that makes you feel far:
away from everything.”

addition of new sponsoring part-
ners WDET and the Ark in Ann
Arbor, the festival has grown in
depth. It's alse unique among
area festivals, Dulzo said.

“We've broadened the appeal
of the festival with something
that is not just more commercial
music, which is something that
Frog Istand has always avoided,”
said Dulzo, who also is a jazz
journalist and has his own music
show on WDET.

With the fectont

.

Michael Murphy is a Livonia
resident and writes gbout music -
for the Observer & Eccentric”
Newspapers

Pl

v A F OV th .

NEWSPAPE

o SPECIAL VIP ACCESS FASS FOR GAME DAY

« INSIDER TOUR OF THE PALACE

o PRE-GAME MEAL WITH MEDIA AND ZAP

* PRE-GAME SHOOT AROUND AND “ASK THE COACH
 OR PLAYER" 08A

o 3 SEATS DIRECTLY BEHIND THE SHOCK BENCH

o 3 SHOCK REPLICA JERSEYS SIGNED BY THE TEAM

TO ENTER, SEND A POSTCARD WITH YOUR NAME, ADDRESS,
DAYTIME PHONE & E-MAIL ADBBESS TO
HOOP DREAMS CONTEST

2 CHAIAPIONSHIP DRIVE
AUBURN HILLS, Mi 48326

WINNERS WILL BE ANNOUNCED BY JUNE 25. TICKETS GOOD
FGR THE PHOENIX MERCURY GAME JUNE 23  7.30 Pii

Employzes and immediate family members of Palace Sports & Entertainment and
The Observer & Eccentric Newspapers are ineligible,



http://www.midlandcvb.org
http://www.savingsbonds.gov
http://www.savinqsboiids.aov

The Observer & Eccentrie/ THURSDAY, JUNE 21, 2001

King ‘Henry’ reigns in three plays at Stratford

BY HUGH GALLAGHER
STAFF WRITER
hgaliagher@oe.homecomm.net

This is a great year for lovers
of Shakespeare’s history plays.
Farlier this year the Royal
Shakespeare Company brought
an unprecedented production of
“Henry VI, Parts 1, 2 and 3” and
“Richard III” to Ann Arbor. This
summer, Stratford takes us back
to the earlier reigns of Henry IV
and Henry V in three plays.

This cycle of plays is really
about the maturing of irresponsi-
ble Prince Hal into King Henry
V, who leads his troops to “glori-
ous” victory over the French at
Agincourt. While these are plays
based on history, they are as
much a portrayal of what hap-
pens to many young men who
spend their youths in trifling
and dangerous behavior before
growing up.

Messing with the Bard is a
Stratford tradition and that’s the
case with this cycle. These are
generally solid productions,

marred primarily by the cute-
ness of the directors.

Henry IV

“Henry IV, Part 1,” and “Fal-
staff (Henry IV, Part 2)” are
staged on the tiny Tom Patter-
son thrust stage. The sets are
simple wooden platforms, desks
and benches. The costumes are a
melange of styles from different
periods for no discernible reason.
Director Scott Wentworth draws
competent performances from
his fine cast but fails to make a
strong contrast between the two
worlds that tug for the soul of
the young prince.

Henry IV finds himself under
siege by his former allies. While
he is trying to maintain his king-
dom against insurgents, his son
Hal is spending all his time with
thieves, prostitutes and rogues
at the Boar’s Head Tavern,
Leader of this revelry is the
aging, totally disreputable Sir
John Falstaff.

In contrast to Hal, the tempes-

Gross from page Bl

niques?

A: I try to have a sense of what
the interview is about. Is it
about explaining the history of
something or the economics of
something. ... If P’m interviewing
an artist, do I want them to talk
about their craft or their life. ...
And I try to determine what the
person is best at. Are they very
analytical? Are they good with
anecdotes. I try to feel them out
and stick with what they’re best
at.

@: Today, interviews are done
in entertainment and journalis-
tic contexts making the line
between the two somewhat blur-
ry. What do you think about
that?

A: In the work that we do on
Fresh Air, I think it’s possible to
be a good journalist and do
something entertaining at the
same time.

Q: Are inurnalists or inte
viewers pbecoming celebrilies in
their own right and do you feel
like a celebrity?

A: T think that I've become bet-
ter known in what is a compara-
bly small world. ... I feel well
known when listeners come to
hear me speak, but it’s really not
representative of what happens
when I walk into a supermarket.
I am really grateful and appre-
ciative of the listeners that we
have. ... Where it can be a prob-
lem is if you go out to cover a
story and everybody is interested
in seeing you and it gets in the

B ‘In the work that we
do on Fresh Air, | think
it’s possibie to be a
good journalist and do
something entertaining
at the same time.’

Terry Gross
Journalist

way of the story. That’s in the
little bit of notoriety that I do
have.

Q: Which working journalists
do you like?

A: Ira Glass, Scott Simon, Ted
Koppel. ... There are an awful lot
of good journalists at NPR.

Q: How do you select your sub-

inﬁ*&o

A“n: l.lu l)LUu( Ceioe \u"ntf o bpensts
cally read magazines and news-
papers ag if they are a menu ...
kind of looking to see what
would be of interest.

Q: Why is public radio impor-
tant?

A: 1 think public radio is virtu-
ally the onlyplace where you can
be sure you will hear substantive
news and in-depth news—news
that’s not there just to piss peo-
ple off. I'm more interested in
substance, which is what you get
on public radio.

— staff writer Nicole Stafford

tuous Hotspur is making his way
in the world, first as ally to the
king and then as his most
formidable opponent. To Henry,
Hotspur is everything Hal
should be.

" Graham Abbey makes Hal an
amiable young man, slumming
before he takes on his role of
leadership. Unfortunately, the
Boar’s Head scenes are never
rowdy enough and Hal never
wasted enough to make his
change dramatic,

Douglas Campbell is a funny,
doddering Falstaff rather than a
roisterous Falstaff. Campbell
certainly has a lot of fun with
Falstaff's witty retorts, but there
is less roar and more weariness
in his portrayal.

A notable performance comes
from Benedict Campbell as
Henry IV, a father at loose ends
about his wastrel son. Jonathan
Goad plays Hotspur with the fer-
ver of a rock star.

Henry V

Jeannette Lambermont’s
direction of “Henry V” on the
larger, more versatile Avon stage
is busy, intrusive, overdone but
sometimes quite effective.

The actors wear the same
multi-period costumes as in
“Henry IV.” One young man goes
around with a video camera tak-
ing pictures of the cast that are
projected on a screen, along with
film of World War I. The set is
meant to suggest tanks, girders,
battieships. Hmm.

Still, the acting is strong and
effective and shapes a particular
point of view,

Seana McKenna is a fine,
clear-voiced, ironic Chorus, who
sets the stage for telling a story
too big for a mere theater.

Graham Abbey is now the
king, but a somewhat troubled
king who wants to justify what
he does. He projects a young
man deluding himself into hero-
ism,

This is the telling quality of
“Henry V,” ag Shakespeare mulls
over the role of a king and the

role of a nation in support of a-

king’s ventures. Henry gives a.
stirring speech to his soldiers,.
leading them to fight for a cause_
of dubious legal or ethical merit.
At night Henry disguises him-
self and goes among his troops
where he gets the foot soldier’s
trenchant view (Evan Buliung in
a fine, brief performance). '

This play’s low comedy, involv-
ing the old Boar’s Head group,
led by the bumbling Pistol (Keith
Dinicol), is a bit hard to follow..
The high comedy between Henry
and the French princess (Sara
Topham) is, on the other hand,
charming.

The directoral touchs that.
work are some pertinent and
poignant scenes of World War I,
because that war, too, was more
about the ego of rulers than the
good of the people,

uild showcases Plymouth playwright

An Evening at the Neapolitan,
a series of three of one act-plays
written by Lance A. Abke of Ply-
mouth, opens Friday at the Play-
ers Guild of Dearborn playhouse
and continues weekends through
June 30.

An Evening at the Neapolitan
takes a modernistic view. of situ-
ations that have been around for
as long as most of us have been
alive,

For example, The Shallow
Deep is based on marriage.
S.0.8., the second in the series,
focuses on waiting in line. Moral
Congress forces one to consider
the difference between right and
wrong.

Marriage

The Shallow Deep, written by
Abke and co-written by Beverly
Pickering, is a series of mono-
logues between Bryce (Kirk
Haas) and MPY‘(‘)F‘ {Rehecm De1

{ i o }::‘ +
LIk ch) have an wdeal mai-
riage. On the surface everything
appears to be wonderful — but
there are deep, wide cracks in
their marriage. Directed by Jeff
Ostrowski; The Shallow Deep is
a dark, biting commentary on
the state of marriage in the time
of SUV’s and six-figure mort-
gages.

S.0.8 is an existentialist farce.
Needing to change the address
on his license, Christian (Abke)
has dragged Julian (Al Vietzke)
to the local Secretary of State
office. As they wait for their

EMore fun than Ann Arbor?”
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number to be called they begin
to explore the depths of life from
two very different perspectives.
Eventually, they meet Jane
(Rebecca Delcomyn), who has no
concept of time, and everything
normal disappears as all three
soon discover that time itself has
started moving backward.
Directed by Tony Lawry of
Garden City, S.0.8 is a hilarious
vignette of one afternoon (or is it
really an eternity?) spent at the
Secretary of State office.

Right and wrong

Moral Congress is a comedy
that was first introduced at the
Theatre Guild of Livonia-Red-
ford.

The play, directed by Abke,
involves two roommates, Eddie
Westphal (James M. Ohl of
Walled Lake) and Dean Man-
ning (Chris Newman of
Rochester Hills) with conflicting
Cidlies e raukie (O ‘Pairick
Jackson of Canton) with a police
uniform two sizes too small; a

* FREE OONSUITATIOH e NO FINANCE CHARGES * NO DEPOSIT REQUIRED

dead girl; an untrusting girl-
friend; and a dilemma of dire
proportion. The result is a come-
dy that asks the audience to con-
sider what is right and wrong,
and what they would do in the
same situation.

The Players Guild of Dearborn
Ways and ‘Means Commistee will
present five performances of An

Rehears-
ing: James
Ohl (left)
as Eddie
Westphal,
and Chris
Newman
as Dean
Manning,
rehearse a
scene from
“Moral
Congress.”

Evening at the Neapolitan. Show
dates are 8 p.m. Friday-Satur-
day, June 22-23, 2:30 p.m. Sun-
day, June 24 and 8 p.m. Friday-
Saturday, June 29-30, Tickets
are $10 , general seating, call
(313) 561-TKTS.

The Plavers Guild of Dearborr
is at 21730 Madiscn, southeast
of Monroe and Outer Dmve.
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