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They are 50: The Commu-
nity Federal Credit Union
is celebrating its 50th
anniversary this year.
Details and a picture are
in today’s Canton Obseruv-

er. /A3

Festival: The Forbes
Brothers are playing at
prime time during the

19th annual Hoedown on _|

the riverfront this week
end./B1

Dining: You don’t have to
climb Mt. Everest to enjoy
a taste of Nepal. But you
do have to be careful not
to drive past the Everest
Express in
Farmington./B8

The good earth: Master
gardeners dish the dirt on

how to make compost for
a healthy garden. /€A

Education and faith: A
local Christian academy
celebrates 25 years of
serving students in sur-
rounding communities by
setting high academic
and spiritual stan-
dards./C7

Lost their nerve? At the
last minute, some people
‘refuse to buy or sell a per-
fectly lovely home./E1

Apartments/F5 HomeTown
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Your hometown newspaper servmg C’anton for 26 years

BY CAROL MARSHALL
STAFF WRITER
cmarshall@oe.homecomm.uet

The Canton Center Road improve-
ment project began in March, and busi-
ness owners took it in stride when the

Canton, Michigan

B Business owners are frustrated but remain
positive as work continues on Canton Center

. Road north of Ford to Warren. The street will
be torn up until fall. A section of the road will
close completely June 1.

barrels started popping up between
Warren and Ford roads.

Six weeks after the project shifted
the road and squeezed it to two lanes,

CANTON PUBLIC LIBRARY .

seruet

from last year,” said Samantha
Williams, owner of the Flower Pot at
6575 N, Canton Center. ’

“We're way down in cash-and-carry,
but that’s just the nature of the beast,”
she Said as she prepared a Mother’s
Day bouquet. Williams said her busi-
ness faces unique challenges because
its busiest time is spring and summer,
due to Mother’s Day, prom and a

©2001 HomeTown Communications Network™

‘day a couple of weeks ago when deliv-

cv-.r«‘»w.m, o

b

“Our delivery drivers are very frus-
trated,” she said, recalling one aftef:
noon when the driver could not get out
of the driveway. “And there was one

ery trucks couldn’t get in our drlveway
Can you unagme‘? We couldn’t get flow-
ers that day.” P
Next door to the Flower Pot, Young
Park, owner of The Laundry sald “It’s
very frustratmg We can see busmess

they’re frustrated.

“Qur sales are down about 16 percent

~ booked-solid wedding season.

Trapped at work

e

6 63174
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A break: Max Hatley, 17
months, drinks from his bot-
tle as he dances.

Mother/son dance a
hit af the Summii
othem of all ages acored
‘ ddtes with their favorite
k. young men last weekend,
as 275 people attended the fourth

annual Mother/ Son Dance at the
Summit.

“The boys all come in a little

‘hesitant,” said Recreation Special-
ist Jennifer Varajon, “But after a
while they start to loosen up a bit
and dance with their moms.” .

Varajon said the dance is a big

hit with the 8 to 10 year olds, but
sons and mother of any age enjoy

themselves. She said one grown-
up son had a double date with his’
7-year-old son, his wife and the
grandmother.“That’s the first
time we’ve had that,” Varajon
said.

that.”

“We’d like to see more of

The moms and sons danced

along with Silver Sounds disc
jockeys and were served cookies
and punch.The highlight of the
evening comes at the end with the
balloon drop.

— Carol Marshall

Mothers and sons dance the night”‘away

. STAFF PHOTOS BY PAUL HURSCHMANN
Hang on: Belinda Fantin holds son Gregory, 4, as they dance on the dance floor at the
annual Canton Mother-Son at the Summit on the Park F%zday nzght

Affection: Kim Allen of Canton
gets a big hug from her son

Eddie, 3, as they wait in line for
pictures.

" Ypsilanti. After

Discovery update

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER

noon.

By TONY BRUSCATO

STA¥F PHOTO BY PAUL HURSCHMANN

STAFF WRITER

thruscato@oe.homecomm.net

An eighth grade Pioneer Middle
School student has been arraigned in
Wayne County juvenile court on a
charge of assault with intent to do
great bodily harm less than murder,
after stabbing another eighth grader
with a pair of scissors Monday after-

Plymouth Township police say the

Canton youth’s bond was set at
$2,000, or 10 percent, with a May 24

hearing scheduled.

Canton resident hopes to
draw out all P-C parents

when a student wrote an article concern-
ing Black History Month in the high

According to school officials, the
two Canton youths had an argument
in the hallway shortly before 2 p.m.
The injured student was taken to the
hospital by a relative, where he
received two stitches and was
released. The other was taken into
custody by township police.

“Response to this situation was

Friends
and family
mourn

slain man

BY KURT KUBAN
STAFF WRITER
kkuban@oe.h: omecomm.net

With Mother’s Day just a day away, Sandy
Taggie got the news every mother dreads:
Her son, Matt, was dead.

Plymouth resuient Taggie, 22, was stabbed
to death Friday night while attending a party
at an apartment complex near the Eastern
Michigan Univer-
sity campus in

M Canton Town-
ship resident
Melissa ,
McCormick said
she spoke to
several peopie
who were with

being rushed to
Ann -Arbor’s St.
Joseph Mercy Hos-
pital, he died early
Saturday morning
after surgeons
spent more than
six hours trying to

six hours him Friday night
 His mother, also @nd they have
a Plymouih resi- toid her that Tag,

dent, rushed to the
hospital. She said
her son fought for

gie wasn’t one of
the people argu-

his life until the j§nm = Y
end. ing with Griggs.
“He tried to

hang on. He was

young and strong,

but the damage was just too massive,” she
said.

Detroit resident Frank Laffete Griggs was
arraigned Sunday on open murder and
assault with intent to murder charges. Pre-
liminary examination is May 22 in 22nd Dis-
trict Court, Ann Arbor.

Accordmg to Ypsilanti Police Det. Craig
Annas, Griggs, who was staying with a friend
in another apartment, got into an altercation
with Taggie and some friends about th
party’s noise level. Griggs actually knew the
girl throwing the party. Earlier in the day,
she had asked him to warn her if the party
was getting too loud.

Sometime during the evening, Griggs came
up to do just that, but was confronted by a
group of men at the party, according to
Annas. Words were exchanged, and Grlggs

See MURDER, A5

Canton 8th grader charged in stabbing

immediate ... At no time were any
other students involved in the con-.
frontation, nor were any other Pio:
neer students or staff placed in any
danger,” said Principal Tom Owens
in a letter sent home to parents
Tuesday. “The safety and well being
of all students and staff was and is
always the top. priority, of
paramount importance and will not

See INCIDENTS, A3

On cue: Molly Howard, 12, per-
forms a dance number at the Dis-
covery Middle school Talent Show
April 10. More on a yearlong look
at Discovery, please turn to AS.

tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net

Veronica Fox of Canton thought her
involvement in the Plymouth-Canton school
district would be mainly through her substi-
tute teaching role.

However, after the tension that resulted

school newspaper, Fox saw her role
change.
“1 thought by subblng and helping in

See HOPEFUL, A9

Veronica Fox
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Fire leaves Canton famlly

homeless; man threatens bus

A family of four are homeless-
after a fire destroyed their house
Monday evening,

Canton detectives and the

Canton Fire Investigation Unit
are investigating house fire on
Sturbridge (near Sheldon and
Hanford).
. Fire fighters responded ta the
fire at 7:30 p.m. They arrived to
find flames coming from the
garage. The fire had already
spread to a pickup truck in the
driveway.

The home was occupied by a
19-year old man, his young
adult sisters, and a few friends
at the time of the fire, but they
escaped, and only the 19-year-
old was injured.

The home was reported to
have sustained extensive dam-
age. The house next door was
also damaged.

. The Fire Investigation Unit is
trying to determine the cause
and origin of the fire. The inves-
“tigation has not been completed.

Driver hits bus

- A driver who terrorized 47 ele-
mentary school children has

COP CALLS

been cited for reckless driving
and leaving the scene of an acci-
dent.

The driver, a 42-year-old West
Bloomfield man, allegedly
plowed into-the back of a packed
school bus Friday afternoon.

"According to police reports,
after the man hit the bus, he
passed it, flipping his middle fin-
ger at the children and scream-
ing, “I'm going to kill you.”

He then turned around and
began driving straight toward
the bus. He turned sharply,
missing the front of the bus, and
drove away. .

Hours later, Canton Police
were contacted by a Washtenaw
County Sheriff Deputy who said
he may have located the sus-
pect’s pickup. )

The Ford pickup truck’was in
a ditch near Warren and Got-
tfredson roads. The suspect had
run the truck into the ditch,
then began spinning his wheels.
The truck caught on fire.

He was transported to St.

Discover the
Waterways of
USA/ CamadaF

MAY B OKI S ONLY{
Save $100 per cabin’, and

receive up to $100 per cabin
shipboard credit!’

Experience a vacation adventure
of a lifetime! Delta Queen offers
the perfect vantage point to redis-
cover the rustic beauty
and diverse culture of
the United States and
Canada. !

From the scenic shores along the
Mississippi River to the awe-inspir-
ing vistas and historic charm of New
England, the Southem Sun Belt,
and Canada, you'll experience
gracious hospitality, Victorian-style
accommodations, and an unforget-
tahle journey like no other!

Contact your nearest AAA Travel
‘office, call 1-800-AAA-MICH or
visit our Web site to book your
Delta Queen cruise!

*Certain restrictions apply. See your AAA Travel
Agent for details.

May is USA/Canada
" Bonus Month!

AAA Travel/Canton
2017 N. Canton Center Rd.
734-844-0146

Weekdays
8:30 am - 5:30 pm
Thursdays until 7:00 pm

www.aaamich.com
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is subject to the conditions stated in the

Joseph Hospital in Ann Arbor.
There was no damage to the

bus, and none of the school chil-

dren was physically injured.

Father molests six

A Canton father has been
arraigned on six counts of first-

degree criminal sexual conduct

against his children.

A family friend talked to the
mother of the children — three
boys and three girls ranging in
age from 2 to 9 years old — after
she saw them exhibiting some
inappropriate behavior.

The mother asked her children
about what had happened and

‘they reported their father had

been touching them.

CSC I involves some form of
penetration and carries a life
penalty for each offense.

The father was arraigned at
the 35th District Court by Judge
Ron Lowe on April 16. He
waived his preliminary exami-
nation and is being held without
bond at the Wayne County Jail.

Failed armed robbery

Two men from Kentucky

. reported they were victims of an

attempted armed robbery last
Thursday night at the Days Inn,
40500 Michigan Ave.

The victim, a 46-year-old man,
reported he saw three black men
in a Taurus in the parking lot

. while he waited for his 23-year-

old co-worker to pull the car up
closer to the building.

The man said one of the men
drove away, but the other two
approached him and asked him
for money, explaining they had
run out of gas. - »

He told the men he was on his
way to dinner and didn’t have
any extra cash to give them,
’I‘hey demanded money, and he
again refused.

The man saw his co-workers
car coming arcund the corner
and tried to get into the back
seat. The men chased and
pushed him, then one of them
produced a pistol.

- Police have no suspects.

Credzt

union celebratzng

50 years in business

BY HEATHER NEEDHAM
STAFF WRITER

hneedham@oe.homecomm.net

A half century ago, a little credit union housed
in a one-room office .in Plymouth opened with
the primary purpose of serving employees of the

Daisy Air Rifle Company.

Since that time, the Daisy Air Rifle Company
has moved, but the credit union, Whlch would

become Commumty Fed-
eral Credit Union,
stayed. Now Community
Federal has branches in
Plymouth, Canton and
Northville as well as
three Northern Michi-
gan communities.

Its main branch is on
500 S. Harvey, south of
Ann Arbor Trail in Ply-
mouth.

The credit union is cel-
ebrating its golden
annivergary the old-
fashioned way — by hav-
ing an ice cream social.
The ice cream will be
given out between 4 and
7 p.m. Friday, June 29
in the credit union park-
ing lot.

The ice cream social
will be part of Ply-
mouth’s Music in the
Park series, of which
Community Federal is a
sponsor, said Sarah
Cousineau, marketing
manager.

“We're going to try to
make a little festival out
of if,” Cousineau said,
adding that clowns and
face painting also will be
part of the “festival.”

The Plymouth, Canton and Northvﬂle oﬁices
will be collecting canned and nonperishable food
for the Salvation Army as part of the anniver-
sary celebration. The food drive will run through

the month of June.

Susan O’Connor, senior marketing manager,
said CFCU started in the basement of the for-
mer Mayflower Hotel at Ann Arbor Trail and
Main. Its first permanent office was in a church

on the corner of Church and Main.

She said being able to celebrate 50 years m
business is pretty significant.

“All these investment firms and banks have |
been trying to. get a foothold in Plymouth but -
we've been here 50 years,” O’Connor said. “We've
been here during the bad times when no-one
wanted to do business in Plymouth.”

One of those rocky times was in the late
19508, when the Daisy Air
Rifle Company left town. It
exacted a devastating toll
on workers who lost their
jobs and on CFCU as well,

. according to O’Connor.
Daisy left Plymouth for
Rogers, Arkansas in 1958.
“People don’t remember
that this was a company
town — everybody who

Daisy Air Rifle,”
said. ,

The credit union lent
money to cash-strapped
unemployed workers to
help make ends meet.

“We’ve always been
known for exceptional ser-
vice and value,” she said.
“For 50 years, we've been
good corporate citizens,”

O’Connor

In 2000, Community Fed-
eral began its Community
Shares program, which
donates money to the Ply-

. . . mouth-Canton Educational
oid haunt The f?‘st Cf‘edlt union Exce}lence Foundatlon and '
office was at the corner of Church the Northville Educational
and Main, where the historical Foundation. In Plymouth-
museum is now located. It was ~ Canton, that money is being

used to purchase globes for
ftr l(%:::gyl;ly called P Ly mouth Cred- middle and elementary stu-

dents.

The banking business has
changed tremendously during the past 50 years.
The biggest technological advance for CFCU
came in 1986, when ATMs made their debut,
offering 24-hour banking for customers. The
ATM helped pave the way for other convenience-
oriented services such as direct deposit, debit
cards and Internet banking,

“The ATM got people thinking about 24-hour
access,” O’Connor said. -
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Everybody was Kung Fu Fighting: John Shepard of Canton, left, and Ryan Haydon, who was
named Honorary Prom King, do some physical dancing on the floor at the Plymouth Canton &

Plymouth Salem Senior Prom Friday at Laurel Manor in Livonia.

Crowd enjoys
senior prom

t’s that time of year again, when high
schoolers trade their uniforms and
shorts, blue jeans and T-shirts for for-
mals and tuxes, bow ties and shiny shoes.
Btudents at Plymouth Canton and Ply-
mouth Salem helped kick off prom season
Friday, with the annual formal dance at

Laurel Manor in Livonia.

Nearly 1,000 students attended the
event, which marks the start of the march
to graduation. This year’s graduations take
-place Sunday, June 10 at Eastern Michi-
gan University’s Convocation Center in
Ypsilanti. Salem’s ceremony takes place at

" 1:30 p.m.; Canton’s follows at 5 p.m.

But Friday was the night for merriment,
for enjoying that one final formal before
stepping out into the rest of their lives. The
night featured dancing, photos by Prestige
Portraits of Royal Oak, and socializing one
{ast time before starting down the road to

college or a career.

Picture
this:
Mar-

Barnett
wraps
his arms
around
date
Katie
Jones,
both of
Canton,

prepare
fora

Prestige
Portraits
of Royal
Oak.

& STAFF PHOTOS
BY
PaoL
HORSCHMANN B

awalt their Student Council portrait.

Sc

COMDIEOMIFCG N h’i‘
Canwon Comumunity Schools.

Owens said he addressed stu-
dents Tuesday morning during
announcements.

“I told them safety for every-
one was our top concern, and
Picneer is a great place for kids
to go to school.” said Owens, who
noted this was the first incident
of its kind during his five years
as Pioneer principal.

Superintendent Kathleen
Booher, in a statement issued by
the school district, said dignity
and respect for all is the dis-
trict’s philosophy.

“As we address teaching and

Poin ikl
clen 1<m»h ate concern aind teade -
ship when any evidence of disre-
apect or intimidation is brought
to our attention,” said Booher.

Meanwhile, schoal distriet offi-
cials say an eighil prade East
Middle School siudent has n
suspended until "professional
review and )Rveb()lugjtz.i treat-
ment is complete” after she
reportedly admitted to writing
names in a notebook, which
police said included “implied
threats” to about a half-dozen
students.

Plymouth Acting Police Chief

B R A A P S

Looking good: Erin Leverton, right, fixes the tie of Chris King as Fthey

quice |

as they |

photo by |

Slow dancin’: Mike Tomasaiiis o,
Lentz of Plymouth enjoy o slow d
mates.

B R S A T [

e Ulanniy prosecutar <
otfice. but wn't certain charges
will be filed.

Fast Principal Marsha Hoft
sent a letter tn parents stating
there was n “written note that
comaim-d information that
« mafety coneorns.”

The student reportedly made
the information known to a
school counseior. The girl1s cur-
rently undergoing counseling,
and could be expelled from
school.

P

-Did you know?
" The New York Stock
- HExchange was established on
- May 17, 17927
. .8 The Hershey Candy Coim-
. pany produces 2,200,000 Kisses
" every'day?
M Placing a small amount of
-salt on your tongue will elimi-
“nate the craving for sweets?

" If' you dab a small ameunt

b : 0il on the threads

_ vl WWW, optout.edt. org
‘ i WWW. chemabyl.com

Q anﬁ A
~ Q: What part of the brain is
Broca’s area?

e brain associated with motor
“gontrol of speech. It is usually
located in the left but some-
times in the right inferior
ontal convelution. It is
amed for its discoverer, the
ry French surgeon,

New MUSIC €Ds
- W Heartbeat: voices of First
" Nations womern
-~ W Road Rock - Neil Young

- W Creation’s Journey: Native
riean music
Deep Polka: dance music

Broca’s area is the part of

from the Midwest

B Jane Eyre, the musical -
Paul Gordon

& Louis Armstrong

NEW TALKING BOOKS

~ONTAPE AND CD

Billy Straight - Jonathan
Ketlerman

B Whot Janie Found - Caro-
line B. Cooney (CD)

& Dream Country - Luanne
Rice

The First Counsel - Brad
Meltzer

The Burglar In The

Library - Lawrence Block

& Losing Nelson - Barry
Unsworth

YOUNG ADULT AUTORBI-
OGRAPHIES

B A Schoolteacher In Old
Alaska: the stery of Hannah
Breece - Jane Jacobs

8 All Creatures Great and
Small - James Herriot

B My Father, My Son - Elmo
Zumwalt, Jr.

® Autobmgraphv Eleanor
Roosevelt

& 1 Am Third - Gale Sayers

NEW YORK TIMES BEST
SELLER LIST

NONFICTION

1. Seabiscuit - Laura Hillen-
brand

2. Napalm & Silly Putty -
George Carlin

3. Founding Brothers -
Joseph J. Ellis

4. In Harm’s Way - Doug
Stanton

5. A Different Drummer -
Michael K. Deaver

6. Tuesdays With Morrie -
Mitch Albom ‘

7. Absolute Power - David
Limbaugh

Hot Topic of the Week

# May 21 commemorates the
1881 founding of the American
Red Cross by Clara Barton, its
first president. The Red Cross
had been founded in Switzer-
land in 1864 by representatives
from 16 European nations.
This organization is a volun-
tary, not»for—proﬁt organization
veverned and directed by vol-
unteers and provides disaster
relief at home and abroad.
Currently 1.1 million volun-
teers are involved in communi-
ty services such as collecting
and distributing donated blood
and blood products, teaching
health and safety classes. They
alse act as a medium for emer-
gency communication between
Americans and their armed
forces.

@ the Canton Library is com-
piled by Laura Dorogi of the
library staff. The library is at
1200 8. Canton Center. For
more information about library
programs and services, call
(734) 397-0999.

Wednesday, May 23

11 amto 5 pm

In Intimate Apparel

(734) 591-7696, ext. 1013

Join Jacobson’s

and Wacoal in the fight
against breast cancer.
Make an appointment
for a private fitting

with representative
Joanne Amold. Then visit
Jacobson’s on May 23
and choose your

perfect fit from Wacoal,
Donna Karan Intimates
or DKNY Underwear.
Wacoal will donate $1.00

to the Susan G.

Breast Cancer Foundation
for each fitting made
the day of the event,

Fit For The Cure® is
tradmark of the Susan

Breast Cancer Foundation.

Jacobsons

MON-SAT 10-9 « OPEN SUN AT NOON

Livonia

Pl e T B o T T BY 0 4 8 50 L1 Sy 76 B o 9w eOgi 0 B e T i

Komen

a ficensed
G. Komen

Birmingham » {248) 644-6900 Livonia » (734) 591-7696
Rochester » (248) 651-6000

jacobsons.com

N
PDF1045771
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Canton Center ;.......:

go down every day.”

Park explained there are no
nearby laundries, so her cus-
tomers have no choice but to
navigate the torn-up road and
orange barrels.

“I try to make them feel better
and tell them I understand, but
they’re frustrated too.” But late
last Friday afternoon, there was
just one customer to comfort at
the laundry. So she continued to
clean already spotless counter-
tops and polish filled-to-the-brim
snack machines.

No relief soon

The situation won’t improve
much either until the project is
finished in September, said
Wayne County Department of
Public Services spokesman John
Roach.

In about a month, Canton
Center Road will be completely
closed just north of Ford so the
two small bridges there can be
demolished and replaced, he
said.

There is some good news, how-
ever. Roach said the project had
to be tweaked just a little, and
the bridge work was going to be

needs of.

done at the onset.

But because the bridge closure
was delayed, it should coincide
with the long-awaited opening of
Morton Taylor, just to the east.

“We're just rolling with the
punches,” said manager Julie
Johnston, of Family Video, 6425
N. Canton Center. “The con-
struction will be over soon, and
we'll be okay.”

Johnston said the store opened

in February, and the company’s

owner knew about the construc-
tion project before building on
the property.

She said the store has been
busier than she expected, but
there were some side effects she
hadn’t counted on.

“Our phone line has been cut
three times.” One weekend, the
phone line was inoperable for
two days, which is irritating to
customers trying to contact the
store. -

“They think we just aren’t
answering our phone.”

Rick Denman, manager of
Showroom of Elegance, 6018 N.
Canton Center, said his jewelry
store has also performed better

Schoolhoyse Montessori of Canton is committed to the developmental
oxﬁﬁ@ children 22 years of age through kindergarten.

S.apd parent informational meetings will be offered to interested
amilies. For more information, please call (734) 416-1849.

than he expected. The show-
room opened the first week of
November and has since netted
more than the business plan
projected, considering the
upcoming road praject.

“In the length of time we've
been open, we built a pretty
loyal customer base. We're kind
of building for the future.”

Roll with the barrels

“You just have to go with it.
The road really needed to be
improved, and if that means we
have to go through this, so be it.
In the long haul, we'll have a
great road and more customers
because of it.”

Williams agreed, saying the
road’s congestion and danger
had been affecting her business
for a couple of years.

“The road is only slightly
worse now than it was before,”
she joked.

Nearby Fox Meadow subdivi-
sion homeowner Chuck Dorais
agreed, even though he reported
it’s no more a picnic living near
the construction than it is work-
ing by it.

6215 N. Canton Center
(Just north of Ford Road)
Canton, Michigan
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— Landscaping Is Our Business Since 1926 -

¢ Perennials ¢ Ground Covers ¢ Topsoil « Hardwood Bark ¢ Cedar Mulch
¢ Limestone ¢ Sand ¢ Gravel ¢ Boulders * Shade Trees ¢ Ornamental

g Irees e Evergreens ¢ Flowering Shrubs « Broadleaf Evergreens

LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES

* Steel Edging * Diamond Edging

e Weed Barrier e Wood Lawn Playscapes
* Bagged Soils and Mulches
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Delivery and Installation Available

MARGOLIS
NURSERY, INC.

9600 CHERRY HILL (3 mites w. of Beck)

/} / /]
o _— T
the best in interlocking pavers & retaining 7
walls Authorized dealer & contractor ;
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BECK ROA
—»

734-482-0771 E

Open Mon.-Sat. 8-6, Sun. 10-5
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INDEPENDENCE VILLAGE OF PLYMOUTH

and personal errands.
Ask about our unique
“Stay & Play” program.

Koo

Where Life
Gets Better
With Age.

Independence Village offers a most exciting and
rewarding living experience for seniors.

Spacious, handsomely appointed apartment homes with
fully equipped kitchens and patio or balcony.

Amenities include activities room, fitness center, library
and computer lab. Cafe with restaurant style dining as
well as housekeeping, laundry and linen services.
Transportation to special events

Call for information:
800-803-5811

Open Daily

VILLAGE

Plymouth

JPCOMING EVENTS

L

MOTHER’S DAY
FASHION SHOW

AND LUNCHEON
Saturday, May 12

12:30-2:30 p.m.

R.S.V.P. by May 10 at 800-803-5811

OPEN HOUSE
Thursday, May 17 ® 4.7:00 p.m.

DOLL SHOW
Sunday, May 20 ¢1-4:00 p.m.

INDEPENDENCE

YOU’RE INVITED!
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8
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=
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Tricky going: Traffic is slow and the way is bumpy as work continues on Canton
Center Road between Ford and Warren. The recent rain has added to the mess.

He said he has started run-
ning his errands after 9 p.m.
when the traffic has cleared, or
sometimes he will choose a dif-
ferent, longer route.

“But I'm glad they’re improv-
ing the road,” he said, explain-
ing he had prior to the construc-
tion been in a car crash he cred-
ited to the congested road.

Canton’s Fire Department will
be testing civil defense sirens

during the next few days.
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Frank’s Firewood &

Landscape Supp

¢ Seasoned Firewood

¢ Campfire Wood

¢ Chimnea Wood
PICK-UP or DEL

lies
Screened Top Soil

Bagged & Bulk Muich
ieties)

UPDATE

Presented by

Hands On Center For Physical Therapy
BACK IN THE ROTATION

Shoulder pain usually focuses
attention on the rotator cuff, a
combination of four muscles and their
tendons that stabitize the upper aim in
the shoulder socket and allow its
range of motion. Rotator cuff pain
may be caused by “impingement
syndrome.” This means that because
of exertion or overuse, one or more of
the tendons are compressed and
irritated by the shoulder bone,
resulting in inflammation and tearing.
The bursa (fluid-filled sacs that protect
the muscles and tendons from
irritation by the bone) are also usually
inflamed. This problem usuall
responds well to rest, ice, ultrasound,
and gentle exercises. One study
shows that supervised exercise

brought the same significant
improvements to patients with severe
rotator cuff injuries as surgery,

In fact by participating in physical
therapy, and performing the correct
exercises at home, you can
experience relief and increased range
of motion in just a few weeks! At the
HANDS ON CENTER FOR
PHYSICAL THERAPY, our staff of
licensed physical and massage
therapists utilize the latest treatment
methods to ensure speedy recovery.
To learn how we can help you, ask
your physician for a referral, or call
our center, conveniently located in
Plymouth, at 470 Forest Avenue, Suite
20, at 455-8370 for an appointment,
Evening treatment hours available.

PS, Shoulder exercises recommended by the physical therapist can help strengthen
the rotator cuff muscles and tendons and make them less susceptible to injury.

The tests are needed to com-

sweet comn and tomato salad

~ ASIAN STUFFED \
A mild whitefish filet stuffed withasi
served with wﬁiki plum glaze, rice p

Dorais added he’s impressed
with the speed of the project.
“They’re working really fast out
there, and you can see the
progress every day.”

Canton will test siren system

plete repairs to the sirens’ acti-
vation system, according to Fire
Chief Mike Rorabacher. A total
of 10 sirens are located through-
out the township. ‘

“During a recent maintenance
check, we discovered some prob-
lems regarding the activation
system of some of the sirens,”
Rorabacher explained. “The
proper operation of these sirens
is very important to the commu-
nity. Correcting this problem is
a top priority.”

He emphasized that the tests
would only occur on days when
it is obvious there is no threat-
ening weather. The vendors
responsible for the sirens’ opera-
tion have been on site working
on the problem, Rorabacher
said.

“Once the problem is fixed, we
will be going back to our regular
test schedule on the first Satur-
day of each month at 1 p.m.,” he
said.

COMING SOON
Y The world’s

Women's fitness -
& Wt. Loss

1-6741

for miore information!

iCurve&
. Jor wonmen

"30 minute fitness & weight loss centers” |

Now is the time to make a change in
your old basement windows..,
change to SECURITY, ENERGY

EFFICIENCY and MODERN STYLE!

st B‘I‘t
PACTORY |

Best Prices! Best Service!

1-877-808-9000

8227 Ronda Drive * Canton
Decorative Kifchen & Bath Windows, Too!

1046132
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CANTON OBITUARIES

ROBERT BRADFORD ROSS
Services for Robert Bradford

Ross of Plymouth were held May ,

12 at Our Lady of Good Counsel
Catholic Church with the Rev.
John Ortman officiating. Burial
was at Glen Eden Cemetery in
Livonia.

Baby Robert died May 9, 2001
in Plymouth. _

Survivors include parents,
Robert and Sandra Ross of Ply-
mouth; sister, Lauren MacKen-
zie Ross; brothers, Ryan
Fredrick Ross and Parker
Joseph Ross; grandparents,
Robert (Anris) Ross of Indiana,
Robyn Lucka of Flint, and James
(Kathy) Spiroff of Port Huron.

Arrangements made by
Schrader-Howell Funeral Home.

GARY A. PEGG
Services for Gary A. Pegg, 65,

Murder

from page Al

F allegedly ended up pulling out a

- you have
“ing to

friend.

"crossed,

knife and began swinging it
wildly. One of the blows hit Tag-
gie in the chest. Brett Konley,
21, was also stabbed, bat is
recovering.

~ “This is a sad testament to
how things can turn so quickly.
You have a group of guys drink-
ing a beer,
talking
about life,
and hav-
ing a good
time. And

a guy try-
help out a

Their
paths

‘and you

" have a

person MattTaggie
dead,” .
Annas said,

Annas said when a knife is
pulled out in a situation like

- this, it is better “to take flight

than fight.”
However, Taggie’s good friend

_and Canton Township resident

v

'

Melissa McCormick said she
spoke to several people who
were with him Friday night and
they have told her that he was-
n’t one of the people argulng
with Griggs.

“He wasn’t even involved in
the argument. He was just stick-
ing up for his friends, which just
goes to show what kind of friend
he was,” she said.

Former Plymouth resident
Michael Hoatlin, 22, who had
been friends with Taggie since
they were both 10, witnessed the
incident. He and several other
friends rode with Taggie to the
hospital and tried to comfort
him.

“It happened right in front of
me. Matt was just at the wrong
place at the wrong time,”
Hoatlin said. “On the way to the
hospital, none of us thought it
was going to end up like this,
Matt was so full of life. He was-
n’t going to die. And as far as I'm
concerned, he never will.”

Taggie attended Salem High
School for a couple years, before
moving to Minnesota to com-
plete his education.

For the last year and a half,

he worked at Painters Supply & .

Equipment on Ann Arbor Road
in Plymouth. He was also a part-
time student at Schoolcraft Col-
lege, where he was studying
marketing.

Sandy Taggie said her son was

. just beginning to find his own
. voice in life.

“Matt had such a zest for life,

. which makes this so much more

" devastating. He was at the point
. where his life was really just

. beginning. It’s such a shame,”
* she said.

McCormick, who was one of

" more than a hundred people
. attending funeral services. yes-
“terday at Our Lady of Good

Counsel in Plymouth, said Tag-
gie’s death has opened some
eyes.

“This whole thmg is a wake-up
call for me. Life is too short.
Matt was such a good friend to
so many people. I only wish I
could tell him how important he
was. But I know he knows it,”
she said..

In addition to his mother and
father, Edward, Taggie is sur-
vived by brother, Nicholas, and

- his grandmother, Lillian Taggie
- of Ann Arbor.

-2

Taggie’s family wishes memo-

*-rial contributions be made to the

Huron Valley Humane Society at
. 8100 Cherry Hill, Ann Arbor,
. Mi, 48105.

of Plymouth were held May 14 at
the Schrader-Howell Funeral
Home with the Rev, Richard
Pingilley officiating. Burial was
at Holy Sepulchre Cemetery in
Southfield.

Mr. Pegg was born O(:t 24,
1935 in Michigan and died May
10, 2001 in Ann Arbor. Mr, Pegg
was a buyer for Chrysler for 25
yearg. He came to Plymouth in
1978 from Allen Park. Hewas a
member of the Plymouth Good-
fellows, American Legion aiid
Knights of Columbus. He served
in the Korean War,

Survivors include wife, Sandra °

M. Pegg of Plymouth; daughters,
Lisa Pegg of Redford and Colleen

CALL 800-424-8185 TO ORDER ANYTIME. STQRE HOURS: Laurel Park Place (953-7500) open Sun.12-6, Mon. Sat 10-8. FOR INFORMATION all 853-7500.

LOCATED AT LAUREL PARK PLACE IN LIVONIA, CORNER OF NEWBURGH ROAD AND SiX MILE ROAD (TAKE THE SIX MILE ROAD EXIT OFF INTERSTATE 275).

(Robert) Stoner of Ypsilanti; son,
Greg (Charlotte) Pegg of Wayne;

'six grandchildren; and sister,

Donna (Glenn) Van Tassell of
Florida.

Memorial contributions may
be made to the American Dia-.
betes Association.

Arrangements made by .
Schrader-Howell Funeral Home.

ALICE L. WALL .
Services for Alice L. Wall, 86,

of Plymouth were held May 14 at

the Schrader-Howell Funeral
Home with the Rev. Peter Berg

‘officiating. Burial was at River-

side Cemetery.
Mrs. Wall was born Feb. 13,

1915 in Blue Jacket, Okla. and
died May 10, 2001 in Ann Arbor.
She was a homemaker. She
came to Plymouth from Parsons,
Kan. She loved to cook, bowl and
garden. Flowers were her spe-
cialty. She was a loving mother,
grandmother, great-grandmoth-
er and sister. _

She was preceded in death by
her husband, Francis.

~ Survivors include sons, Edwin -
(Carol) Wall of Plymouth, Don-

ald Wall of Florida, and Larry
(JoAnn) Wall of Pinckney;
daughter, Norma (Larry) John-
son of Plymouth; nine grandchil-
dren; ten great-grandchildren;
brother, Richard Pearson of Par-

sons, Kan.; sisters, Georgie
(Leon) Paul of Galena, Kan. and

Retha (John) Merritt of Big Sky.

Mont. )
Arrangements made by

Schrader-Howell Funeral Home.

MATTHEW EDWARD TAGGIE
Services for Matthew Edward
Taggie, 22, of Plymouth were
held May 16 at the Schrader-
Howell Funeral Home with the

‘Rev. John Sullivan officiating.

Matthew was horn Sept. 30.
1978 in Livonia and died May
12, 2001 in Ann Arbor. He was
a part-time student at School-
craft College. He worked at
Painter Supply store on Ann

d friday & saturckay'

DES 'WATCHES AND GREAT BUYS I}

single sale or clearanc

ke'an extra 10% off any sale or
in shoes, ladies’ suits and dre
and sport coats, cockware an

d friday & saturday. may

CLUDES WATCHES AND GREAT BUYS IN EINE
METICS, FRAGRANCES, INTIMATE APPAREL)
RICE ITEMS AND SPECIAL ORDERS. COUI
MBINED MUST PRESENT COUPON Fi
ALID DN PREVIVUSLY PURCHASED ITEMS.

Arbor Road in Plymouth, He _
came to the Plymouth communi-
tv in 1887 from Canton. He
loved horses, football and golf.
He was a loving son, brother and
grandson.

Survivors include parents,
Edward and Sandy Taggie of
Plymouth; brother, Nicholas -
Taggie of Plymouth; grandmoth-
er, Lillian Taggie of Ann Arboy;
several aunts, uncles and .

_cousins also survive.

Memorial contributions may
be made to the Humane Society
of Huron Valley.

Arrangements made by
Schrader-Howell Funeral Home.

CHARGE IT: Parisian Credit Card, MasterCard, Visa, the American Express® Card or Discover®.
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BY MIKE MALOTT
*HOMETOWN NEWS SERVICE
mmalott@homecomm.net

. Attempts to apply sales taxes
‘to purchases made over the
Internet could hit Michigan resi-
_;dents in the pocketbook, includ-’
-ing those who have never set one
-foot in cyberspace.
- - But a senate staffer says word-
‘ing has been added to assure it
‘does not change the tax inside
-Michigan. Pending before the
»state Senate is a bill called the
‘“‘Streamlmed Sales and Use Tax
*Administration Act,” known as
-Senate Bill 433 and sponsored
by Sen. Joanne Emmons, R-Big
Rapids.

The bill would allow Michigan

to enter into a multi-state agree-
ment for the collection of sales
and use taxes. The idea is to
gssess sales taxes on purchases
made on the Internet and
through the mair.

. Proponents say a tax is needed

to “level the playing field” for
homegrown “bricks-and-mortar”
businesses, who do collect the
sales tax and fear a loss of busi-
ness to the Internet if sellers
there can deliver their goods to
customers cheaper.

The state Senate Fiscal Agen-
cy estimates that the state could
collect another $100 million to
$300 million on taxable items
sold over the Internet. But the
main reason Congress has been
unwilling so far to let state’s
apply sales taxes to Internet
purchases is that the tax struc-
ture is different in each state.

“Under the bill, the state
would be allowed to join a multi-
state compact whose intended
purpose would be to simplify and
streamline the sales and use
taxes among the state and to
develop a uniform collection pro-
cese that would not be burden-
some to businesses or con-
sumers,” according to a fiscal

agency analys1s of the hill.

Gosselin opposed

Rep. Robert Gosselin, R-Troy,
is concerned because he believes
the bill — as it was approved by
the Senate Finance Committee —
would extend the sales tax, not
just on the Internet but for
everyone in the state, to goods
and services not currently taxed,
producing a significant sales tax
increase.

“Based on calls, letters and e-

mails to my office, citizens are’

nearly unanimous in their oppo-
gition. So they will probably be
surprised to learn that legisla-

‘tion bringing the state a big step

closer to.doing so is on a fast

track. And they will certainly be

surprised that the same bill
could for the first time extend
the sales tax to services as well.
Not just those bought out of
state: All services, like doctors
and plumbers.”

Erik Hingst, aide to Sen.

-
e

By MICHIGAN'S LARGEST

GUN & KNIFE SHOW

MAY 18-19-20

FRIDAY 12-9 « SATURDAY 10-8 « SUNDAY 10-6

GREAT DEALS
ON AMMO

RIFLES « SHOTGUNS
AMMO » HANDGUNS
SCOPES » CLOTHING
KNIVES « SAFES » GRIPS
ARCHERY » HUNTING
AND FISHING SUPPLIES
BOOKS & MUCH MORE!
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market.

I

wireless and more.

already enjoy.

Sincerely,

Renate Debler

Director }
External Affairs

ATTENTION CUSTOMERS

"«ADULTS ONLY.

175 & EUREKA RD
(EXIT 36) 734-287-2000

 GIBRALTARTRADE COM

ight now, consumers in Kansas, New York,
Oklahoma and Texas enjoy the benefits of full
competition while Michiganians do not.

On May 9, Ameritech Michigan took the first step
toward correcting that disparity when it notified the ,
Michigan Public Service Commission (MPSC) of its intent
to file a request for entry into Michigan’s long-distance

If our application is approved by the MPSC and then by the Federal
Commumcauons Commission, Michiganians will realize the same benefits of
full competition that Kansans, New Yorkers, Oklahomans and Texans already
enjoy, including: increased competition, not only for long-distance but for
local service, “one-stop shopping,” a:nd expanded serv1ces

. v The new telecommunications marketplace ushered in by the approval of o
: our application will finally force long-distance giants like AT&T, Sprint and

-  WorldCom to compete with Ameritech and otherlocal service providers to

offer a full range of services — long-distance and local cal]mg, Internet,

Ameritech stands ready to bring Michiganians the expanded choices,
competitive prices and one-stop shopping that millions of other Americans

WWW

ADMITTED WITHOUT PARENT.
PICTURE ID REQUIRED.

?. FIREARM SALES BY LICENSED
FFL DEALERS ONLY

* FBI BACKGROUND CHECK REQUIRED

PURCHASE PERMIT ISSUED BY
LOCAL POLICE DEPT. REQUIRED FOR
HANDGUN PURCHASES

PERMITTED ON THE PREMISES

TAYLOR, MI

”"”e”fitech e@

NO ONE UNDER 18

250870271
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o
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Renate Debler
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" Emmons and clerk for the

Finance Committee that recently
approved SB 433, said new
wording has been added since it
left committee to address the
problem. That change specifical-
ly states that “nothing in this act
is to be construed as expanding
the base of either the sales tax or
the use tax or to eliminate any
exemptions to it,” he said.

The purpose of the bill is sim-
ply “to get us to the table where
we can begin to negotiate with
other states,” Hingst explained.
“That’s easy for us here in Michi-
gan because we have one
statewide salestax and one rate.
It will be more difficult for other
states like Illinois, which not
only have a state sales tax but
city sales taxes as well.”

Should some issue arise in
those negotiations to require
Michigan to change its internal
sales tax collection, the change
would have to come back to the
Michigan House and Senate for
approval, The state could choose
to drop out of the negotiations or

If you would like to learn
more about advertising
your camp,

Call: Rich Viculin at
' 734 953-2069
Fax: 734 953-2232

Xper
be remembered.....CAMP' Whera
,,_frtendshtps are made & wonder

out of the agreement later, if

state lawmakers feel a require- -

ment for an internal change is
unacceptable.”

Changes forced

The Senate Fiscal Agency con-
cluded there could be some inter-
nal impact to the original bill.
“The scope of this potential com-
pact among the states, as out-
lined in the bill, could require
Michigan eventualIy to make
changes in its sales and use tax
bases, particularly in regard to
adopting uniform definitions of
particular goods and services, ¢
the analysis stated.

“In addition, the state also
would potentially have to elimi-
nate its current special reduction
in the tax rates, from 6 percent
to 4 percent, granted on residen-
tial use of electricity, natural gas
and home heating fuels.”

Gosselin put it a bit more
harshly.

“This is going beyond taxing
Internet sales. It is a stealth tax
increase that could cost citizens

! Ask mbout sarly regisiration discount !

ROCHESTER Hms Stapies

Summer Day Camp
+ Two English riding iessons daily
* Hands-on care of horses
. « Hoyse show on the last day of camp
3 Two-Week Sessions
4 One-Week Sessions
June-August 9 30-3*30 p.m

 (810) 751-9510 / (810) 752-6020

_EXTRA_SAVINGS.C

ful '
iawrence Techn
= Division of Continuing Education . y
& Professional Development
in partnership with
The Michigan Girl Scout Council ’
Summer Ddyssy 2001 ,

Any Single Item

26 DRESSBARN

Misses and Woman Sizes 4-24
Not vatid on 50% oft items, previous purchases & layaways, gift certificates, catalog or
internet orders, Cannot be combined with any other offer or coupon.
One coupon per customer per visit. Exp. 5/27/01: gsz_l
SEER EESN WEIE GEZ WSS DGR RN DI U SRR PRTR SRR PEEH GO WORT WM SRR RDRE O8O

For a store near'you visit www.dressbarn.com or call 800-639-6064

nternet sales tax proposal could affect other taxes

hundreds of millions. The legis-
lation is being sold as an effort to
‘level the playing field’ between
‘bricks-and-mortar’ stores and ‘e-

tailers’ but that high-sounding

intention is being used as a cover
for a major new intrusion of gov-
ernment into the economic
affairs of the people.”

C of C balks

The Michigan Chamber of
Commerce also was withholding
its support of the bill, despite the
fact it has taken a position favor-
ing leveling the playing field
between Internet businesses and
traditional retailers.

“Should the Leglslature deude

‘to take up this issues, we urge

the House and Senate to proceed
slowly and with caution to avoid
opening the door to a broadening
of the tax base,” the Chamber

stated of the earlier version of

SB 433.

Hingst said he hopes the

change will bring the opponents
around to support Emmon’s bill.

ologicat Bmversnyr}
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. o Engineering ¢ Businass e Communication Arts
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Buy 1, Get 1*
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~ Hines bus tour

Hi istory comes alive in a park

- BY KURT KUBAN
STAFF WRITER
kkuban@oe.homecomm.net

There is a single historic dis-

trict boasting some of the most -

significant cultural sites in the

-Midwest, and possibly even
America. . .

.. Among the sites within this
dlstmct are an annual meeting

place for three major Indian

tribes in pre-colonial times; the
remnants reportedly of Ameri-
ca’s first “free town® where
African-Americans were wel-
come to live in freedom; the last
stop of the Underground Rail-
road before escaped slaves
entered Canada; a village mill
industry that armed American
soldiers during World War II;
and the cradle of both the auto-

mobile industry and labor move--

ment.

~ To visit this district, there is
no need to contact a travel agent.
In fact, for people living in west-
ern Wayne County, a bicycle
may be all that is needed to tour
the entire district. We know it as
Edward Hines Park, which is
owned by the county and runs
along the Middle Branch of the
Rouge River.

Because relatively few people
are aware of the park’s past,
Wayne County Commissioner
Liyn Bankes, who represents
Livonia, Plymouth and
Northville, organized a series of
“bus tours to show-off its rich cul-
~tural history.

The first of these tours was
Friday. It began in Westland at
the recently refurbished Nankin

Strolling:
Nature and
history mix

at Hines
Park where

a bus tour
got a taste of
both.

Park enthusiasts: County
Commissioner Lyn
Bankes and her aide, Deb-
bie Wanamaker, on the
tour.

Mills, a museum with displays
about the region’s past, dating
back to the time when Native
Americans ruled the land. In
fact, Hines Drive, which the bus
traveled during the majority of
the tour, runs along an old Indi-
an trail.

The tour’s first stop was near
Nankin Mills, where the Rouge
meets Tonquish Creek. The spot,
now called the Three Fires
Canoe Landing, was the annual
meeting place of the Ojibwa,
Odawa and Potawatomi tribes,

_collectwely known as the

Amshnabeg people. Tonquish
Creek 'is named after a
Potawatomi chief, who was
killed near the waterway during
the last Indian uprising in the
area.
~As the Native Americans gave
way to European settlers, a
number of villages sprang up
along the Rouge, harnessing its
power by building mills. These
villages had names like New-
burgh, much of which now sits at
the bottom of Newburgh Lake,
Nankin, Phoenix and Waterford..
Ultimately they were all gob-
bled up by developing townships,

including Livonia, Nankin, Ply-
mouth and Northville, but each

played significant roles in the
development of this area, and, in
many cases, the world.

For example, the Rouge-pow-
ered mills that mark the loca-
tions of these once-thriving vil-
lages were bought by Henry
Ford early in this century and
converted into plants that pro-
duced parts for the automobile
industry.

“Much like the Nile River in
Egypt was a cradle of civiliza-
tion, I would say the Rouge is
the cradle of the industrializa-
tion that changed the world,”
said Wayne County Parks Man-
ager of Design Nancy Darga,
who narrated Friday’s tour.

According to Darga, these vil-
lage industry plants were also
vital elements to America’s suc-
cess in World War II, when they
were converted to produce much
of the armament used by Allied
troops.

“It is said that withoutdthese
village industry plants along the

Rouge River, we would not have

won the war,” she said.

The bus stopped at each of the
mills, some of which are private-
ly owned today, and all the old
village locations, including
Waterford, which was the second
largest settlement in Michigan
prior to the Civil War. Darga
said Waterford, now a “ghost
town” just north of Phoenix Lake
in Northville Township, was
America’s first “free town” that
welcomed African-Americans
and was an important stop on
the Underground Railroad.

See BUS TOUR, A12

burg Lake just west of Newburg Point.

At Providence, we're proud of
the nurses, physicians, and other
caregivers who make our
Intensive Care Unit one of
‘the Top 100 in the U.S.*
Every day, they work hard to
deliver better outcomes for you
and your loved ones ~
to keep your family healthy.

Top 100

Scenic drive: The history bus stopped in front of the waterfall and pond next to New-

I HOSPITAL AND MEDICAL CENTERS
Member of St. John Health System

STAFF PHOTOS BY BRYAN MITCHELL:

Intensive Care Umts

*Named by Solucient Leadership institute, the research and education division of
Solucient, the country’s largest source for health care intelligence and benchmark data.
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Step into a commu’hnty that has your best interests

We are pleased to announce the Grand Opening

e Assurance of 24 hour staffing
*Bi-Weekly Housekeeping
*Weekly Flat Linen Laundry service

- eContinental Bredkfast served daily
+Lunch served in our beautiful dining room
eSocial Programming and Life Ennchment Achvmes
'Scheduled Trcnspori‘ahon

OMaple Manor Theatre

6»

remie ndependent Living Retirement Commumty
| i

included except] for felephone and cable television -
Gcl System convement[y

soan

Our Mission is to provide a safe, Worryfree comriit
supports and fosters each resident’s valued Indepenc

Because we understand that each senior’s'neéds may vd

e,

we offer a wide range of services w:th you i in mind.”

Individual Services thoughifuliy tailg

*Medication Reminders ,\\'\” %g

*Wake-Up and Tuck-In service *

sTransportation to and from Common Areas
- eShower Assistance :

eDaily Apartment Tidying

* Apartment Checks

elinen Changes

o Minimal Assistance with Dressing

e Additional Meals

ePersonal Laundry Service

OPEN HOUSE SAT. & SUN. MAY 19 & 26\,
10 a.m.=-5

Complete Tours, Refreshmenl's and Hors d’oeuvres

p-m.

. ANNAPOLIS

e
WCHORS =
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VAN BORN RD,

Koy

3999 VENOY ROAD, WAYNE Ml 48184

(734) 727-0440

" AN ACTIVE RETIREMENT COMMUNITY BY JS EVANGELISTA DEVELOPMENT, LLC
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Talent show, concerts

provide

Musical talent,
dance dominate
Discovery’s
‘Spring events

As if middle school and puber-
ty weren’t difficult enough!

Spring brings many opportuni-
ties for growth and renewal. At
Discovery Middle School, the
annual band and chorus concerts
and the First Annual Talent
Show were among the many
showcases for Canton’s young-
sters to shine.

The sixth, seventh and eighth
grade bands combined with their
corresponding chorus to perform
three consecutive nights of music
March 26, 27 and 28. Just two
weeks later, some of the stu-
dents had an opportunity to
show off their musical, dance
and gymnastics skills in the
school’s first talent show.

And then, of course. there are
opportunities to perform and
show off every day in class, the
lunch room, in the hallways
between classes, and perhaps
even for that special someone
wherever their ships may cross
in the night.

stage for students

Hello: Allie Saker, 12, (left) reacts to a classmate in her seventh-grade Earth science class ~ proba-
bly a boy, doing something gross. Haley Mansfield, 13, looks on.

This OK?: Joshua Wojciechowski, 12 (left), and Jimmy Smith, 13, look
for approval on their project from teacher Rosemary Verville'in their
seventh-grade Earth science class April 12.

What’s up: High School freshman Brian Bradley, 15,
had the middle school girls swooning when he came by
March 29 to pick up his kid sister from the spring
dance. Here, Callie Kappler, 13, and Lauren Amann,
12, chat him up.

Take a break:

Staff

Restless: Members of the seventh-grade chorus fidget between num-
bers in their concert March 26.

Lauren Manees, 13, rests on
her baritone saxophone while the chorus
performs in the combined seventh-grade
band and chorus Concert March 26.

Giggles: Danielle Lulko (left) and Kara Ahern laugh together back-

PhOtOS by stage after performing a dance/gymnastics routine together in the tal-
ent show April 10.

Paul Hurschmann

Up beat: Christopher Leach plays the
tuba, along with his dinosaur plush
toy. He played the “Theme from Juras-
sic Park” April 10. '

Waiting game: Ian Tran gets ready for
the seventh-grade band and chorus con-
cert backstage in the music room March
26. '

\

In charge: Masters of ceremony Nate

" Reno, Justin Briars and Ross Behrman
provided comic relief and kept the show.
moving April 10.

Footloose: Ross McDonald performs a
modern dance routine during the talent -
show April 12. e
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';_’.ischool, fhat would be my role,”

i.said Fox, the mother of three

district students. “But, over the
years seeing how things are
w operating in the district and
with the situation at the high
Z~school, we want

.someone on the B FOX
~‘board to partici- gees
~'pate and be g

- more active.” finances
I* Fox believes and

-'the  biggest diversity

-issue facing
s-Plymouth-Can- as':opl
* ton Schools is SCNO0

issues.

- finances.

“'m not a
finance person,

. but I want to do
what I can to help solve some
of the problems,” said Fox.

© “We need to involve our com-
‘munity businesses because
they have a vested interest in
this community. Their kids go
to the schools. That’s my goal.”

Fox, a member of the Ply-
mouth-Canton African-Ameri-
-can Association Parents group,

also sees diversity as a top pri-

- ority.

“I believe we need to become
more diverse because our com-
munity is far more diverse
than it was 11 years ago when
I moved here,” noted Fox. °I
would like our schools to
become as diverse as our com-
munity.”

Fox said high on her list is

- getting more parental involve-

~ ment in the buildings, from
elementary to high school.

“We already have a good
group of parents involved, but
there is a lot more we can do,”
said Fox. “There may not be a
lot of work in the classrooms
when it comes to middle school
and high school, but there is
still a lot of work that can be
done in the buildings. When
there is parent involvement,
each child is more secure in
who they are, and they don’t
get involved in some issues we
‘have going on now.”

~ Fox said she’s not too con-
cerned abeut the presence of
charter schools cropping up in
the Plymouth-Canton district.

) Cepmmunity has such
gond puhliec sehonle that ©don’t
see the problem of people tak-

ing their kids out of this dis-
‘trict,” she said. “I see the char-
ter schools filling up with kids
from other districts.

“However, if we start having
financial difficulties and it
affects the performance of our
school district, then it could
hurt us,” she said.

Fox said that becoming the
first African-American trustee
in Plymouth-Canton isn’t her
goal. But, she does admit that
African-Americans “have been
lax in getting involved in the
school system.”

“We've come in and put our
kids in a good system and
expect the schools to do every-
thing, as opposed to getting
involved,” she said. “There are

- parents who get involved, but

»'on a large scale we need to

-.work more with the schools for

-*our kids’ sake. That would

“-eliminate some of the insecuri-

ties our kids have. The par-

ents, then, will know what’s

‘really going on in the schools.”

.

.1 Ford Rd 1 Mile W, of {-275 734-981-1800
$4.25 FamilyTwi!ij_hl 4-6pm daily
$4.75 Kids & Seniors all shows
$5.50 DAILY Matinees til 4pm
$5,75 Students & Late Show Fri & Sat
$7.00 Evenings Mon - Thurs R1ERSZ3 3 i

£ No Passes DIGITAL SYEREQ :
Uniimited Free Drink & .25¢ Corn Refills

Deluxe Air Hockey Table

HEATH LEOGER

€ A KNIGHTS TALE (PG-13)
1:45, 4:20, 7:15, §:50
£ THE MUMMY RETURNS (PG12
[ 1:30, 4:00, 6:55, 8:25
. ALONG CAME A SPIDER (R}
12:00, 2:10, 4:20, 6:40, 8:00
DRIVEN (PG-13)
12:05, 2:25, 4:45, 7:10, 9:30
BRIBGET JONES'S DIARY (R)
b 1:15, 3:15, 5:15, 7:15, 9:15
~ Lo SPY KIDS (PG}
L J 1:05, 3:08, 5.05, 7:05, 9:05
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CANTON CONNECTION

Our own runaway

It wasn’t exactly a runaway,
but a CSX train went on a little
unscheduled, unmanned and
unpowered trip of its own Mon-
day night.

A locomotive, stopped in the
CSX yard at M-14 and Sheldon,
started rolling from Plymouth
and didn’t stop until it traveled
through Westland and hit an
incline in Wayne, having gone
six miles, according to CSX offi-
cials.

“The hand brake was appar-
ently not properly applied,”
said Dan Murphy, CSX’s direc-
tor of corporate communica-
tions. “It rolled about six miles,
propelled entirely by gravity.”

When the train hit the incline
and slowed, a worker hopped
aboard and set the brake.

No one was injured in the
incident, which happened just
before 11:30 p.m. Monday
night, Murphy said. There were
no cars attached to the engine,
which reportedly traveled at
speeds of 10-15 mph.

Murphy said that, while inci-
dents like these are rare,
they're not unheard of.

“Sometimes kids or vandals
climb in and release the brake,”
Murphy said. Ironically, an
unmanned train carrying 47
cars left CSX’s yard at Toledo,
Ohio, and traveled 66 miles
before being brought to a stop.

The cause of the incidents are
being investigated. No injuries
were reported to employees or
area residents in the Ohio inci-

dent, either.

The Ohio train was slowed by
connecting a locomotive to the
rear of the train and applying
the brakes from that trailing
locomotive, It carried 47 cars,
25 of which were empty and 22
that carried freight, primarily
paper and lumber.

~ Brad Kadrich

Fair date changed

A Public Safety Fair sched-
uled for May 19 by the Canton
Public Safety Department has
been postponed.

“The postponement is due to
organizational commitments,’
Canton Public Safety Director
John Santomauro said. “We
want this to be a special day in
Canton and we will use this
time to ensure a quality event
for our residents.” '

The department will
announce a new date for the
fair within the next few
months, he added. Demonstra-
tions, tours and exhibits will
likely highlight the one-day
event.“We apologize for any
inconvenience this postpone-
ment may cause,” said San-
tomauro.

-~ Carol Marshall

Karmanos dinner

The Barbara Ann Karmanos

Cancer Institute hosts its 19th-
annual dinner, Late Nite with
Karmanos, from 5:30 p.m. to
midnight Saturday at the Com-
puware Sports Arena in Ply-
mouth.

| GREENHOUSE

(734) 397-2252
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Robson’s

e Hanging Baskets
s Flats of Annuals
& Vegetables
¢ Patio Planters
» Living Wreaths

e Posey Bags

9015 Haggerty Road
Belleville _
(1 Mile S. of Ecorse)

OPEN 7 DAYS

Are you curious about facelifts,
eyelid lifts, forehead lifts, laser
resurfacing, skin care or Botox
injections? The University of
Michigan's Center for Facial

Cosmetic Surgery is hosting

two events to answer your

questione and to familianze

you with facial cosmetic

surgery. The free sessions will
run from 7 to 8:30 pm on May

2 and May 22. To find out

more or to register, call (734)
432-7634 or {800) 493-3223.

Seating is limited. 19900

Haggerty, Ste. 103, Livonia

Centar for Facial Cosmetic Surgery

University of Michigan
Health System®

right for your home.

WORKSHOP

WHITAKER

FURNITURE COMPANY

NO MATTER WHAT YOUR STYLE,
' WE HAVE SOMETHING FOR YOU.

You con create the grouping that suits your home perfectly by
choosing the model, wood color and fabric. A combination of
styles and colors! Even match your Corian countertop! We invite
vou to explore the options and choose the customized lock that's

S

torewide Anniversary Sale Savings

Dius

/
We pay your sales tax on all
CANADEL§Y® WINNSRS

C.

<BOLORCzfS
" Thomasville

* DISCOUNTS ARE OFF MSRP. PRIOR SALES EXCLUDED. W/DEP AND APPROVED CREDLT. SE€ STORE FOR COMPLETE DETAILS.

ANNIVERSARY SALE ENDS MAY 315
The Best Price. The Best Service. Crugranteed.”

For Thomasville and other fine colkcﬁém,

I Kgugitlin g

For exclusively Thomasville,
¢ ){2@ ’
I gughlin ¥ .
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of Southgate

HOME FURNISHINGS OF NOVI
248.344.2551 » 42200 Grand River, Novi

(5 blocks. East of Novi Rd.)

HOME FURNISHING DESIGNS

734.285.5454 » 14405 Dix, Southgate

(2 blocks North of Eureka Road)
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Paranoia ended aquatic

park discussions too soon

There it was last week, right in front of
them.

We speak, of course, of the Canton
Township Board of Trustees and a
chance to put local support (and money)
where their mouths were ~ or at least
where residents thought they were three
years ago.

That’s when, voters will recall, the ral-
lying cry against a countywide recreation
millage was that it wouldn’t benefit local
residents. The overwhelming majority of
the projects were slated for Detroit and a

few Downriver communities. Some work
in Hines Park was about the closest Can-
ton residents would come to seeing their
recreation tax dollars at work, local offi-
cials said.

So what happens last Tuésday when
these same officials hear a proposal for a
joint Canton-county project that would
put an aquatic park in the southwest end
of the township? .

You guessed it.

The board turns thumbs down on the
idea during a study session. Supervisor
Tom Yack, who supports the project,
couldn’t elicit enough agreement from
the other trustees to move it onto the
board’s regular agenda.

The proposed 15-acre park would be
located on township-owned property at
Ford and Ridge roads.

The project is includéed in the town-
ship’s capital improvement plan with an
$8 million price tag. Joining forces with
Wayne County would cut Canton’s outlay
nearly in half, tc an estimated $4.5 mil-
lion.

But there’s the rub, at least for some
trustees. Although Canton’s relationship
with the county has improved markedly
in recent years, some apparently still
view the McNamara administration as

” the enemy.

Trustee Robert Shefferly, for one, said
the only way he would consider moving
forward with the plan would be without
county participation.

Some board members favor seeking
another municipal partner — Northville
Township was mentioned — and a differ-

To end discussions now

because of unreasonable sus-
picions about partnering with
the county strikes us as short-
sighted and immature.

ent location. :
Other board members cited concerns
relating to the park’s impact on the
immediate area. The added congestion,
noise and other problems such a project

would bring would be detrimental to sur-

rounding neighborhoods,
Melissa McLaughlin,

The $500,000 homes nearby make the
site inappropriate for a “boisterous play”
park, she said. .

Yack said last week that the site is far
enough off the main road and set back

said trustee

from residential development that any |

problems would be minimal.

A water park could make a nice addi-
tion to existing recreational opportuni-
ties in Canton, a community where lead-
ers have placed a premium on quality of

" life issues.

We'd have to see a more detailed plan
before we could support the project, of
course. But to end discussions now
because of unreasonable suspicions about
partnering with the county strikes us as
shortsighted and immature.

The Observer hopes residents havent
seen the last of this idea.

Reps shouldn’t give up
so easily on school aid

Representatwes, from a western Wayne
County-based group -pushing for
increased state funding for local public
schools got hung up on by their leg'isla,-
tors last week.

Sorry, we're not interested is the mes-
" sage many took away from a forum at
Redford Union High School on money
problems created by Proposal A.

The session was organized by Michigan

Citizens for Fairness in Public School -
Funding, chaired by Mark Slavens, a Ply-

mouth-Canton Community Schools
trustee. School supporters from Ply-
mouth-Canton, Redford Union, South
Redford and L1von1a were among those
at the meeting.

" State Rep. Bruce Patterson, R-Canton,
‘the House Majority Floor Leader, in par-
ticular took a hard-line (he called it real-
istic) approach. Patterson told those
assembled that changes to Proposal A
~don’t stand 'a chance in Lansing.
“Frankly, you don’t have the votes to get
something like this through. Those are
the cold, hard facts,” Patterson said.

In fact, Patterson said the best strate-
gy for the school folks would be to aban-
don their legislative lobbying effort alto-
gether and instead pursue a statewide
ballot initiative. Now that, we note with
a chuckle; would truly be tilting at wind-
mills. v

But the fact that Patterson’s basic posi-

tion, if not his tone, was echoed by other

elected leaders at the forum is truly trou-
bling. It’s as if our legislators are throw-
ing up their hands, abdicating some of
the responsibilities we gave them when
we marked their name on the ballot.
When Michigan voters passed Proposal
A seven years ago — after years of ineffec-
- tive wrangling over the issue by legisla-
tors — the idea was to slowly change the
school funding formula so that there was
less disparity between the haves and
have-nots. Removing local property taxes
as the chief source of school funding, and
relying instead on a central kitty from
the state, should have gone a long way
toward accomplishing that goal.

And it has in poor, urban and rural,
outstate areas. But in suburban Detroit,-

canyon-sized gaps in per-pupil spending
still exist between competing — some-
times neighboring —~ school districts.
Redford Union, for example, receives
$6,215 per pupil and is facing a $1.3 mil-

lion deficit this year due to declining
enrollment (another Proposal A “perk”
since state aid is tied directly to enroll-
ment). Meanwhlle, Grosse Pointe Public
Schools receives $9,394 per pupil and
Birmingham Public Schools gets $11,378,
figures that remain virtually unchanged
since Proposal A took effect.

The Observer believes Patterson at

But the fact that Patterson’s
basic position, if not his tone,
was echoed by other elected
leaders at the forum Is truly
troubling. it’s as if our legisia-
tors are throwing up their
hands, abdicating some of the
responsibilities we gave them

when we marked their name on |

the ballot,

least recognizes that the inequities in

Proposal A are damaging local schools.

Otherwise he wouldn’t have introduced
legislation on Jan. 31 (House Bill 4111)
that would increase the per-pupil Foun-
dation Grant in larger suburban dis-
tricts.

The bill, which Patterson said last
week doesn’t have enough support to
even make it to committee, calls for larg-
er districts (15,000 students, at least two
high schools and average teacher salaries
of $55,000, among other requirements) to

receive a minimum Foundation Grant of

$9,000 for the 2001-2002 school year.

A poor reception for one measure
though, shouldn’t be taken as license to
give up on the issue altogether. If fine-
tuning the Foundation Grant formula is
out of the question, there are other ways
to attack funding inequities.

For example, if districts were given an
18-month window to pass a hold-harm-
less millage (something that was permit-
ted when Proposal A kicked in), local vot-
ers could have a say in addressmg the
funding disparity.

There’s still somethmg we hope — in
the thinking that we send these folks to
Lansing to represent our interests. And
more equitable school funding for local
districts certainly falls into that category.

hometownnewspapers.net
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B Spruce-up a success |

On Saturday, April 28, a group of
volunteers spread wood chlps and
sanded the playscape in Heritage Park
for repainting. We had a group of over
30 volunteers helping.

. Then on the next Saturday, May 5,
another group of volunteers repainted
all the painted surfaces and took
inventory of all the engraved pickets.

Thanks to all ghe volunteers who
gave their time to make the playscape
look new again. There were several
businesses that donated goods that
made this project a success. They are:
Home Depot on Ford Road, McDon-
ald’s on Ford Road, Dunkm Donuts on
Ford Road, United Pamt Sears Hard-
ware.

A special thanks to all the Close-Up
students who we can count on every
time there is work to be done at the
playscape. Also, Norma Owens, artist
extraordinaire, who lent her talents to
bring the characters to life.

We appreciate the assistance of the
Leadership Canton project team that
helped facilitate this spruce-up. Also,
the Canton Community Foundation for

| their ongoing support to maintaining
- the playscape.

We invite the community to come on
out to see and enjoy all the hard work.
Thank you.
Debbie Fulan

playscape committee chair

B Voter revolit

Maybe lawmakers have seen a sur-
vey that some adults in the executive
and legislative branches of the nation's
various governments may not want to

_pay attention to, but they should.

A Junior Achievement survey of
middie school and high school students
nationwide completed in March shows
that six out of seven (83 percent) teens
believe taxes ifi general are too high.
In addition, four out of five (79 per-
cent) believe purchases made over the

Internet should always be free of
. taxes. (Another 13.6 percent believe

such purchases should be free of taxes,
but for a limited time.) -

Despite indoctrination in govern-
ment schools; today's young people
know a bad deal with they see one.
While many older teens do hold jobs,
few high school age and younger teens
bear full financial responsibility for
their own economic survival and well-
being.

As they mature, their lives will even
more certainly be weakened by the
leech of taxes on a daily basis. For too
long, young people have tended to vote
in proportion to their age: that is, only
20 percent of 20-year-clds vote, as
opposed to 70 percent of 70-year-olds.

Most have mistakenly thought that
their votes cannot make a difference,
As more young people come to under-
stand that their votes can change the
results, and vote to reject the insidious
impact taxes have on their lives, their
simmering rejection of ever-more
expensive governments could turn into
open revolt against politics as usual,

“That is not a just government, nor
is property secure under it, where
arbitrary restrictions, exemptions, and
monopolies deny to part of its citizens
that free use of their faculties, and free
choice of their occupations, which not
only. constitute their property in the
general sense of the word; but are the ,
means of acquiring property so called.”
— James Madison.

-Wealter szatkowskt
Plymouth

) a2 " .
B Editorial missed
mark

The editorial, “Zero tolerance in
schools is trying on the patience,”
{Observer, April 26) concluded with a
call for common sense, not zero toler-
ance. I propose we can strive for both.

1 agree that common sense, profes-
sional judgment and responding to
each case and person individually is
often the best way to approach behav-
ior problems and rule infractions.

Responding with consistent conse-
quences is also desirable. Unfortunate-
ly, extreme and inflexible responses
are the result, to some degree, of politi-
cal pressure and, to a much larger
degree, a misunderstanding and mis-
application of the concept of zero toler-
ance.

Responding to rules infractions with
dramatic and severe consequences is
often thought to be the only way not to
tolerate threatening behavior. I pro-
pose that zero tolerance be viewed as
taking an intolerant attitude toward
unacceptable behaviors. Not toleratlng
a behavior does not always result in
maximum punishment. Zero tolerance
does mean not ignoring the problem or
hoping someone else will do something
about it. We cannot look the other
way, but we can educate, reprimand,
and punish along a continuum, letting
each situation and our wisdom guide
our response.

Looking at zero tolerance this way,
every infraction and each instance of -
unacceptable behavior would require a
response but would not demand an
overreaction. Adopting an intolerant
attitude toward abusive, intimidating,
dangerous and all unacceptable behav-
iors, while insisting upon a response
from all adults who care about chil-

dren, is absolutely the best way to tell

the children that we care about them.
We can have both zero tolerance and
common sense. ‘
C - Jerry W. Hotchkin
Canion

Il Praise for cops

On May 5 my family and I were hav-
ing a surprise birthday party for my
father down in Hines Park and River-
gide Drive (in the new pavilion). After
the party, we were packing up and
cleaning, our family started to dis-
burse into different cars. I was the
first to leave the park and told my

" father that my daughter wanted fo

ride with my mother and him. Need-
legs to say as we all got home, immedi-
ately we realized my daughter was
with none of us.

1 flew back to the park, but Jerrica’s
father had stopped a Plymouth Town-
ship police officer. The officer immedi-
ately responded and called in other
officers. When I got there, the officers
were right there with me. A Wayne
County Sheriffs deputy arrived within
seconds because a caring citizen had
called him, I was very relieved to
know she was OK, safe and sound.

" I would like to thank Officer Chester
and Sgt. Jim Jarvis for their profes-

gionalism, and an immediate response

in a time of essence. I would like for
the chief of police and the board of
trustees to know that the people of
Plymouth Township have two profes-
sional and loyal police officers. Thank
. you sincerely from a scared mother’s
heart.
Georgina Fitzgerand and
a scared 5 year old
Canton

oot e

B Where do | fit? -

Wayne County Prosecutor Mike T
Duggan says that 98 percent of people *
who get a general CCW permit should)
be connected with law enforcement.

Well, I would like to know wherel ' '
fit into that equation? Because in 1997 |
I appeared before the Wayne County -
gun board for an interview in connec- .k
tion with my general permit applica-,
tion. And, I was summarily denied my ’
permit on the grounds that “My job
wasn’t dangerous enough.”

That probably sounds quite reason-
able to most of your readership and to
those that don’t know my occupation.
However, I was then, and still am a
correctional officer. A person who
deals with convicted felons, some of
whom may have families in this very
city and certainly in Wayne County.

I've received more training in the
use of deadly force as well as in less-
than-lethal-force options than Mr.
Duggan or Detroit City Councilman
Cleveland. I've also been a law
enforcement instructor in less-than- =
lethal-force options for the past seven !
years.

I'm an honorably discharged veter-
an of 10 years, have passed more FBI
background screenings than Mr. Dug-
gan or Detroit City Councilman Cleve- |
land and I've not once been arrested . :
for a misdemeanor or a felony. YL

With that said, would someone o
please tell me again that the current . |
policies and practices for issuing con- |
cealed weapons permits in this state . |
and county are fair?

I have the documentation to prove .
my position, and Mr. Duggan and his |
organization have not been completely .!
truthful with the public. Like myself,-.
every one of my co-workers and fellow.* |
officers who reside in Wayne County
have been denied permits for the very
same reason. Many have stayed silen
because of where they live. They've
chosen to remain unarmed versus

lies in more harm’s way. e
Mr. Duggan is an elected pubhc ofﬁ-?
cial who is spending entirely too much‘,g’
time fighting laws that he has sworn 2 |
to uphold. - _ "”
Frank Finch: |
Canton:
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Despite opposition, Million
Mom March groups forge on

i

A year ago, Barb Case was on her way to .
Washmgton D.C., to take part in the Million
Mom March, perhaps the largest rally in the his-
tory of the Mall in that illustrious town.

. When it was over, Case hoped the group could
sustam its momentum. She needn’t have worried.
¢ Case is a Plymouth Township resident and one
bf the driving forces behind the Million Mom
March movement for more sensible gun laws. She
‘ : has watched the grass-
. s roots organization
grow from eight mem-
bers in the Western
Metro Detroit chapter
to more than 180, and
to see 11 chapters form
across Michigan and
some 260 nationwide.

“It’s been Find of a
sense of empower-
ment, personally, for
me,” said Case. “I feel
like 'm havingan .
effect. The people I've

bly bright men and
women Who have gotten involved. You can just sit
back and moan, but it’s nice to know you can
have an effect.”

i Arguments ‘can be made about hovv effective
the MMM has been, but it’s a group that would
be pretty tough to ignore. They've staged massive
rallies at the capitol. They've held parades and
other events to draw attention to their cause.

On Tuesday, they won a small battle in the war
they’re waging on the state legislature, which in
a lame-duck session last year passed concealed
weapons legislation the MMM thinks is danger-
ous. In conjunction with another grass-roots
group, People Who Care About Kids, the MMM -
helped snag 260,000 signatures in an effort to put
a referendum on the CCW law on the ballot. The
Board of Elections certified 88 percent of the sig-
natures, but the Board of Canvassers Tuesday
vali the petition.

" Unfortunately from the MMM’s point of view,
that doesn’t necessarily mean the referendum
will hit the ballot. In what Case calls a blatant
attempt to avoid a vote of the people, legislators
tacked an appropriation to the law, making it

immune to referendum. The issue is currently in

court, and Case expects it to go to the state
Supreme Court before it’s over.

“The Court of Appeals has until June 1, and we
expect a decision in our favor,” said Case, “But
even if it does, the other side isn’t going to stop
there. This is going to the Supreme Court, no
question about it.”

And the Board of Canvassers was no help.
Despite the 88 percent signature validation, can-
vassers split, 2-2 along party lines, and declined

met have been incredi-

to certlfy it for electlon, optmg to let the Court of
Appeals hash it out.*

Like any group on either side of a pohtlcal
issue, particularly one this hot, the MMM has
gotten strong political support from (mostly
Democrat) allies, and stern (mostly Republican)
objection and rejection from others. U.S. Sens.
Carl Levin and Debbie Stabenow, who was in the
House of Representatives when the MMM started
last year, have been ardent supporters. According
to Case, state Rep. Pan Godchaux, a Republican
from Bu*mmgham who voted against the CCwW
legislation, is an avid supporter.

Not all quarters give MMM the same credit,
however. State Sen. Thaddeus McCotter, R-Livo-
nia, has been one of the most vocal supporters of
the CCW legislation, which naturally puts him at
odds with MMM. Unfortunately, we couldn’t
reach Sen. McCotter for comment, which should
come as no surprise to Case, who said the MMM
has gotten that kind of response from a lot of
politicians.

“It’s frustrating when you're shouting and feel
like no one is listening,” Case said. “It’s frustrat-
ing when you contact legislators and it’s like hit-

ting a brick wall. We've spent a lot of time talking

to aides.” v
-Despite the opposition, the group charges on.

- Last weekend, it marked the anniversary of the
" Tarch, which drew 750,000 “mothers and others”

to the Mall in Washington, D.C. There was no
such demonstration this year, with the MMM
opting instead to econcentrate on smaller, more
local observances, including services at a Baptist
church in Ferndale and a Catholic churchin
Grosse Pointe Park, along with a eandelight vigil
in Novi. .

Money has been a problem all along — “We
have lots of plans and ideas, but they all take
cash,” Case says — but the group plugs along
anyway. A large part of the focus this year will be
raising money. And while the group looks for-
ward, it doesn’t hurt to revel in what it has
accomplished. Case points out that there are now
about 260 chapters nationwide, and marches
were conducted at capitols in 38 states over the
last year.

“I think the fact we can hook up with People
Who Care About Kids and pull in 60,000 signa-
tures shows we can be a maJ or player Case said.
“We're not going anywhere.”

If you had asked Case 18 months ago whether
she could help change the world, she probably
would have shrugged and wondered the same
thing.

Fighteen months later, she knows.

Brad Kadrich is community editor of the
Pilymouth QObserver. Contact him at (734
459-2700, or by e-mail at bkadrich@oe.home
commi. net.

A lesson that

lasts forever,

thy name is Shakespeare

I'd like students at schools such as Cranbrook
Kingswood, Troy High, Bloomfield Hills Andover,
Roeper, Detroit Country Day, Plymouth Salem
and Divine Child to know, I was insulted by some
of your teachers. _

“Welcome Ass!” “Go shake your ears!” “Leave
thy vain bibble—babble!” And, the one that cut
most deeply: “Lady, you are the cruelest she
alivel” .

_Did I leave out that they were sometimes
accompanied by
rude gestures?

I joined 23 area
teachers who
spent last Satur-
day afternoon get-
ting to know one
another over
lunch, then taking
part in a drama-
based approach to
teaching Shake-
speare, put on by
the educational
arm of the Strat-
ford Festival of
Canada.

Jgdith Doner Berne They were there

on their own time,
in response to invitations sent to 51 metfro
Detroit-area school districts to participate in the
first-time workshop, initiated by the Michigan
Members Committee of the Stratford Festival..

It was the idea of one committee member —
West Bloomfield resident Martha Sachs — to
import to metro-Detroit a taste of what Stratford
offers a number of Canadian school districts.
After all, residents of Michigan make up 20 per-
cent of the Stratford Festival audience.

She placed us in the skilled hands of Pat
Quigley, education manager for Stratford for 14
years, and actors Florence MacGregor and Ed
Daranyi.

Trading insults found in Twelfth Nzght was
just one of a number of hands-on exercises we
participated in, designed to encourage teachers to
introduce young people to the bard in active
ways.

“No one is allowed in a Shakespeare class to
sit at a desk,” Quigley told us. “What you have is
not a piece of literature, it's a script.”

If only my high school and college Shakespeare
teachers had acted on that. Other than memoriz-
ing various soliloquies, I don’t remember anyone
other than the teacher ever speaking Shake-
speare’s plays aloud.

Saturday, we didn’t do much sitting and we did
a lot of acting. As we set about our study of
Twelfth Night — which not coincidentally is on the
playbill of this year’s Festival — we broke into

groups and played out several scenarios, some
Shakespearean and some not.
In one, we spread out on the floor, as MacGre»

gor had each of us draw our own interpretation of '

one of Vigla’s soliloquies. “You can get kids draw-
ing and have a free-flowing discussion with just
one text from the whole play,” she explained.

“This is my favorite part of being an actor —
being the investigator and investing in the text,”
she said. She explained that helping kids to see
that their interpretations are as valid as anyone’s
keeps them from asking“Is this right?”

Those attending ranged from a first-year
teacher from Brighton to Cyndi Burnstein, a
long-time English teacher at Plymouth-Salem.
“I’ve been teaching Romeo and Juliet for 27
years,” she said over lunch. “Bvery single year 1
learn something new.”

Cranbrook teacher Eric Linder has the joy, he
says with obvious joy, of teaching a class in “all-
Shakespeare, all-year long. It has been the edu-
cation of me.”

He takes pride, he said, in finding just the
right film to introduce each of the four plays he
does each semester. However, by the end of the

session, he was both excited and a bit forlorn. .
. “I'm having my usual end-of-the-year epiphany. I

need to do more of this (hands-on} type of thing
with my students, instead of so much analysis-
based discussion.”
v« Annette DePetris, a theater teacher from
Roeper, thought it was “valuable to everyone.”
Troy High teacher Sherri Parks was excited
about “having an actress (MacGregor) in our
midst and having her focus on more than the
piot.” Added Janet Weil, her Troy High colleague,
“You could feel her passion.”

I also heard passionate exchanges of ideas
between teachers from different school systerms.

“I couldn’t possibly do more than four playsin a

semester,” Linder told Burnstein. “That makes

me feel better,” Burnstein said. “I could easily do
an entire semester on Hamlet.”

Burnstein then described a “Shakespeare bud-
dies” program she does with her hlgh school stu-
dents and a third grade class. “You're certainly
giving me 1deas,” Linder responded.

“We never get enough time to talk to our col-
leagues,” Burnstein said longmgly

As we consider ways for improving not just the

‘teaching of Shakespeare but all of teaching, that

may prove, as Mark Anthony agonized in Julius
Caesar “the most unkindest cut of all.”

Judith Doner Berne, a West Bloomfield
resident, is a former managing editor of The
Eccentric Newspapers. You can comment by
calling (734) 953-2047, Ext. 5; writing this
newspaper or faxing (248) 644-1314~ or e-
mailing jberne@att.net.

Mike Malott

Should those who break the law be allowed to

| make laws that the rest of us are expected to fol-

low?

If you find that idea offensive, as do I, you've
got a lot of good company in the Mlch1gan Senate
these days.

According to state Sen. Thaddeus McCotter, R-
Livonia, that’s the basic question at issue in the
hearings regarding the proposed expulsion of Sen.
David Jaye, R-Washington Township.

Charges may have been dropped Monday in
Florida that the senator hit his fiancee there in
April, but there remains a litany of allegations
against the conservative Republican lawmaker.
Among them is another domestic violence inci-
dent in Bay County from last November in which
the charge is still pending. Witnesses have told
the senate committee they saw Jaye strike his
fiancee in that case.

Of course; Jaye also has several drunk driving
convictions on his record. Now add to that allega-
tions of verbal abuse of senate staffers and the
charge he kept copies of topless photographs of
his fiancee on his state-owned computer.

In Macomb County, the prosecutor still plans to
take Jaye to task for violating his probation as a
result of the Florida incident. And senators are
quite convinced Jaye did indeed abuse his fiancee
in that incident, despite the dropping of the
charge there, so they are saying they will keep
the allegation in their resolution for expulsion.
~But if Jaye is under siege, he certainly has not
hesitated to return fire. And many of his shots
have been aimed directly at his Republican broth-
er who is co-chairing the select committee exam-
ining his qualifications to hold office — Sen.
McCotter.

According to Jaye and his attorneys, McCotter
is violating Jaye’s right to due process, and even

_the American Civil Liberties Union has joined in

#*with that allegation. McCotter has a hidden agen-
da, a political agenda, according to Jaye’s repre-
sentatives. The senate wants to get rid of Jaye
because of his staunchly conservative views, so
the counter-charges go.

“I have no animus against Jaye. I agree with
him on all the fundamental conservative issues.
This is not about his political agenda,” McCotter
insisted. “Let me ask you this. He's a recognized
conservative. We share conservative issues — pro-
life, pro-second amendment, anti-affirmative
action, blah, blah, blah. If ] were to run in a pri-
mary, and he has admirers throughout the state

Dbecause of his advocacy of these issues, is that
going to help me to splinter my conservative base
in-the next upcoming primary? How does that
~ help me? ..

(€) AL1

Jaye hearings hold
political liability for
McCotter, senate

-

. Do you think Carl Pursell (former
Repubhcan congressman from Plymouth) would
have advised me to do this if I wanted to get to
Congress?” L v .

o

The state constitution clearly gives

the senate the power to police its
own membership.

One of Jaye’s most frequent complaints has
been that the committee won’t let him: produce
character witnesses, people who could testify as
to how hard he has worked for his district. And
McCotter has been the toughest on the issue.

He repeatedly cited committee rules that
require any testimony to be relevant. Jaye con-
tends that how well he represents his district is
relevant. McCotter disagrees. ‘

“That would be like letting a defendant in a
bank robbery case produce character witnesses,”
McCotter explained. “He may be a very nice guy
when he isn’t robbing banks but it has nothing to
do with the incident.”

Jaye of course has threatened to sue if the sen-
ate votes to oust him. That may happen, McCot-
ter said, but it is unlikely to get very far. The -
state constitution clearly gives the senate the.

power to police its own membership, he said. And .

separation of powers is likely to keep the courts
from intervening.

But even if senators do decide to remove J aye,
that is not a plus for anyone in the legislature’s
upper chamber. There won’t be any congratula-
tions or slaps on the back, McCotter insisted.

“If you'think about it, this is an admission of
failure that we couldn’t control him,” he
explained. “It’s not, ‘We hate David.’ We would be
the first senate in 164 years not to be able to pre-
vent it coming to this.”

Mike Malott reports on the local implica-
tions of state and regional cvents. He can be
reached by phone at (248) 634-8218 o by e-
mail at mmaliott@homecornm.net,
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Roadside
architecture

B“s tour frompageA7 ~
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The downtowns of Plymouth
and Northville were also impor-
tant stops on the tour.

Bankes wants to see all the
mills and other historically sig-
nificant buildings along the
route restored and turned into
county-owned museums. She
tried to sell this idea to some of
the people on the bus tour,
including State Rep. Laura Toy,
R-Livonia, and fellow county
commissioner Phil Cavanagh, D-
Redford. .

“The whole purpose of this
tour is that we need community
support to restore some of these
facilities. We want to make sure
none of this history is lost,”
Bankes said. .

But she sees the crusade as

F1sh1ng Derby
on Saturday
in Northville

The sixth annual Wayne
County Parks Fishing Derby will
be held 8 a.m. to noon Saturday
at the Waterford Bend Picnic
Area, sponsored by Wayne Coun-
ty Parks.

The Waterford Bend Picnic
Area is on Northville Road, just
north of Six Mile Road in
Northville.

The fun begins with a fishing
derby and casting contest for
children ages 12 and under. A
variety of prizes will be awarded
in several age categories: largest
fish, smallest fish and specially
tagged fish. Following the derby,
anglers of all ages are welcome
to join in the fishing activity.

A fishing license is not
required for this event but par-
ticipants must bring their own
equipment. The co-sponsors of
this event are the Vietnam Vet-
erans’ of America Plymouth/
Canton Chapter 528 and the
Northville Parks and Recreation
Department.

“Wayne County is continuing
its efforts to restore the Rouge
River,” said Wayne County Exec-
utive Edward H. McNamara.
“The fishing derby is a great
opportunity for the community
to enjoy the progress that we
have made.”

For more information on this
and other Wayne County Parks
programs, call (734) 261-1990.

“Sheriff shows
bicycle safety
at Westland

The Wayne County Sheriff's
Department will present a Bicy-
cle Safety Day 10 a.m. Saturday,

May 19, at Westland Shopping

Center, Wayne and Warren
roads.

Organizers will set up in the
parking lot along the east side of

" the mall, near the tunnel drive-

way. The nearby sign says
- “Parking Lot No. 2.7
The bicycle traffic skills course

is for kids ages 7-12, Riders

must have an approved bicycle
helmet and the bicycle must pass
a safety inspection. -

There will be certificates for
the first 200 riders and prize
. drawings for all riding partici-
pants. Prizes mclude nine bicy-
Z*cles. .

The sheriff’s horses and K-9
unit will be present.
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more than just a way to preserve
history. Bankes also believes it
can provide a positive economic
impact on the area,

“Wouldn’t it be wonderful to
turn all these mills into little

museums? You can see how this

is also an economic development
issue. It could be a tourist desti-
nation for people all over the
world,” she said.

“One thing tourists like to do
after visiting a site is to get
something to eat-and buy a sou-

PHONES BY ERICSSON 2
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As the nearly two-hour tour

came to an end when the bus
pulled back into the parking lot
of Nankin Mills, Bankes was
already looking forward to future
dates. The next scheduled tour is -
Sept. 28, and is already booked-
up. : o

“I thought it went fabulous.
We're going to be doing s lot'of
this. Depending on the amount
of interest there is, I would real-
ly like to expand this program.

For example, I can foresee tours

, RN s T - One of the

just for teachers and their stu- old comfort

dents.,” Bankes said: - lstg,;lqns in |
Passenger Mary I-Ianey, a Red- Hines, Hag-

" that township’ 's historica

. malden voyage, she sa:d

-at (313) 224-0946

gerty West,
that needs t
be fixed up.

ford regident who is actlve'mth
soci-
ety, said thé ‘tour was a big-
learning experience. She also.
like the novelty of belng o‘n the'_
first bus tour.

“It was great bemg part of the

For more mformatwn about
the Hines Park Tour, call Bankes

STAFF Puo'ro BY BRYAN MITCEELL
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BY KEN ABRAMCZYK
STAFF WRITER
kabramezyk@oe.homecomm.net

rab your pick-axe, shovels, trowels and
gloves. It’s time to plant.

But before you dig in and plant flowers and
vegetables, you need to examine the most impor-
tant component of gardening: your soil.

Test your soil this spring and compost all year
long to provide a healthy environment for your
plants, recommend master gardeners Sandy
Kramer and Lynda Bryant-Leibrock.

“Soil testing is the most important thing gar-
deners can do,” said Sandy Kramer of Redford.
“And adding compost will improve any soil. It’s
such a tremendous benefit for the soil.”

Kramer also works for the Wayne County Soil
Conservation District, which supplies soil testing
kits for Wayne County homeowners. The cost is
$12. Wayne County residents can call the dis-
trict’s Livonia office at (784) 525-3461. .

Passing the test

Tests help indicate which nutrients may be
lacking, such as nitrogen, phosphorous and
potassium, and will reflect pH levels.

“That (pH) level is something that homeowners |
probably do not know,” Kramer said. Once home-
owners know this level, they can balance fertiliz-
er doses.

Compost helps maintain balance and nutrients
in the soil. Homeowners may not realize what
garden treasures they are raking or mowing in
their yard or grinding in the garbage disposal.
Composting is an efficient recycler.

“It improves the soil structure, slows erosion,
benefits the soil and reduces trash and yard
waste, while improving the yields of fruits and
vegetables,” Bryant-Leibrock said.

When compost has completely broken down, it
turns into a stable, nutrient-rich material called
humus, a slowly degradable organic matter rich
in nitrogen, which acts as a slow-release fertiliz-
er. i

! How to compost

; bles so they soften when thawed, making it easi-
¢ er for worms in the compost pile to eat.

AT HON[E CANTON PUBLIC LIBRARY ci

STAFF PROTOS BY BRYAN MYTCHELL

The good earth: Finished compost was sifted to give this clean, rich compost

good for potting soil.

Start with a compost bin and grass clippings
and shredded leaves, with a mix of two parts
(brown) leaves and one part (green) grass. Add
fruit and vegetable scraps from the kitchen and
straw. Bryant-Leibrock freezes fruits and vegeta-

Generally composting takes two to

épréédlﬁg it around: nd ant-Leibrock (i leﬂ)
and Sandy Kramer shovel out the compost.

three weeks, but the process depends
on how frequently the bin is turned.
All compost “is compost,” but the mix |
proportions varies the time when it
will be ready for your garded,
Kramer said.

Temperatures from a properly
decomposing pile can reach 150-160°
F. Ta check it for hest. place your
nand over ihe pile. Guce the pife
cools, turn it.

Make sure the decomposing mate-
rial stays moist. “If it does dry out,
all microbial activity will stop,”
Kramer said.

Compost as much or as frequently
as you'd like. A 50-60 percent mix
with soil “is great, and even a 25-per-
cent mix is good,” Kramer said.

Homeowners with no leaves can
use shredded newspapers, straw and
dried grass clippings in place of the

‘ with a little compost at the begmmng “It’s hke

leaves. “The best way for beginriers is to layer
(leaves and grass),” Kramer said.

Some gardeners worry that neighbors will com-
plain about the compost smell. “If they mix the
proper amounts of green and brown together, and
keep it aerated, it will not stink,” Kramer said.

Compost bing must be kept in the shade, but
gardeners must not place any compost pile near
trees because the tree roots will start growing
toward the ground’s surface. Compost piles
should not be placed next to a wooded structure,
like a garage. Compost will eat through wood,
Kramer said.

“It’s better to do in a compost bin,” Kramer
said. “It’s neater, it’s faster and it’s not unsightly.
For beginners, it’s easier to start with a bin.”

Try this for starters

The decompasition process can by cnb
the baseball field in that movie (Field of
Dreams).” Bryant-Leibrock said. “If you build it,
they (those composting organisms) will come.”

Gardeners also can steep the compost in a
bucket with water for two days. Use this compost
tea on house plants, said Bryant-Leibrock. Gar-
deners should be careful with seedlings as com-
post can burn new plants if the compost is still
decomposing.

When compost decomposes, the mix can make
humans and animals ill if it is accidentally

See HomeTown Life Inside

with it,” Bryant-Leibrock said. Keep children and
pets away from it. No meat scraps or bones
should be placed in compost bin, nor oils or cat or
dog manure.

Homeowners who don’t compost but have test-
ed their soil and need to adjust the mix can
tweak it, using a few “mini-composting” tips.
Tips

Eggshells add calcium to gardens. Coffee
grounds contain nitrogen and can acidify the soil
(great for roses) while the coffee filter adds carbon

If you do fertilize, use organic fertilizers and
slow release fertilizers (5-5-5 or 5-10-5) before
planting.

Clay soil is difficult to work with, and a prob-
lem some first-time gardeners face.

“Every time you till it, you just make the parti-:
cles smaller,” Kramer said. That makes the clay
pack more readily and renders it even more diffi~
cult to work with.

“And if you mix sand in it, you make cement,”
Kramer said. “Clay soil
has the smallest particles
and it packs so tight.”

Your Compost Piie

Use a pitchfork and just :vg?atszng;g?ngs
turn the soil and compost | @ Leaves
in, Kramer said. B Vegetables and fruit
Homeowners shouldn’t Hay

@ Pine needies

t-
worry too much about ge @ Wood ashes

ting the composting mix

right the first time. ‘
“Coxppost W'ill happen. :vg;fytg;ﬁ,sg
Even if you mix propor- B Bread

tions unevenly, it will
decompose eventually,”
Kramer said.

B8 Cooked food

® Dog or cat manure
B Weeds with seeds -
W Coal and charcoal

Whoa, Neiliel: Sandy Kramer prepares
some soil for planting with a tiller.

ingested. “Always wear gloves when working

BY MARY KLEMIC
STAFF WRITER

mklemic@oe.homecomm.net

accents.

come off a showroom floor or be custom made.

Classic
look: New
technology
has
enhanced
the look of
outdoor
accessories,
such as this
fountain
and the
birdbath at
right, both
from Décor
Statuette in
Sterling
Heights.

When it comes to your lawn and garden, the
great outdoors is a great place for artistic

From slender stakes that help support vines
and stems, to fantastic fountains, a wide range
of outdoor accessories is available for any size
yard and for any personal taste. Pieces can

“The garden has become an
actual living space,” said
Robin Blitchok, who with her
husband, Marvin, is owner
and designer of the family’s
business, Marvin’s Garden in Fen-
ton. “PeOple can look at it as a living
room.’

“Even condos have little courtyards,
said Mike Biondo, owner of Décor Stat-
uette Inc., 43756 Mound in Sterling
Heights.

In its 35 years of business, Décor
Statuette has seen many changes
in outdoor accessories. New
molds and technology have
enhanced both familiar and
new styles.

“The pieces have become better
detailed,” Biondo said. “There’s a larger
variety of items.”

Fountains, wind chimes (all sizes),
balustrades and angel statues are popular
today, he said. As an example of the
improved detail work, the wings on an
angel statue appear so feathery that you
almost expect them to feel soft.

The Blitchoks began Marvin’s Garden,
12272 Fenton, seven years ago. Marvin has
a background in welding from General
Motors. Robin always liked gardening and

Accent is on artistry for the garden

0

At first designing and mak-
ing the pieces from a home
workshop, they participated in

the Oakland County Farmers
Market and eventually started the
business. Today sons Sean, Jamin and Isaac
also work at the shop.

Custom-~made arbors and gates (both cor-
ner and entrance gates) are the most popu-
lar items, Robin Blitchok said. Favorite
designs include a twig pattern on an arbor,

a sunburst on a gate, and such Michigan
oriented forms as a heron.

“A gate is a unique way of saying
‘Come in to this private little room,” ”
Robin said.

She recommends having one primary
focal point among your garden accents and
working from there.

“Stick with the style of your home. To me,
simple is better.”

Garden stakes can take many shapes. The
Home Accessory Warehouse, 1017 W. Maple in
Walled Lake, features iron stakes topped with
colorful flower forms. They are handmade with
recycled materials, such as buckets, picket
fences, door frames, shutters and oil cans.

Among accents at English Gardens are
lanterns, sundials, and kits to make your own
mosaic stepping stones.

Accent on artistry: Arbors and gates
are popular garden art items for
customers at Marvin’s Garden in
Fenton.

MARTY FIGLEY

HARRY JACHYM

bloom.

Mass variety

This beautiful gartden
appeals to everyone with all
its variety of flowers in

Gardening, Page 4

Nail

See

Tooling around

shortcuts and information about
hammers and nails in Ask Dad.

down these carpentry

Home Work, Page 5

HOMETOWN LIFE: ‘
Education, faith: =

Students at Plymouth Chris-
tian Academy strive to mee
both academic and spzrztual
goals.

HomeTown Life, Page 7
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IntERIOR DESIGN

Furniture can be touched up or reﬁmshed followmg these t1ps

BY JAMES AND
MORRIS CAREY
FOR THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

(AP) Aunt Edith was an expert
when it came to acquiring and

holding on to fine home furnish-

ings. She bought wisely, collect-
ing only high-quality items.

When Edith inherited a large
dining room set, brother Morris
proudly accepted her old dining
room table and chairs that she
and Uncle Bert had purchased
as newlyweds 35 years earlier.,

The table was a masterpiece
as were the six matching chairs.

. The tabletop was solid oak and
in excellent condition., The
baroque design was unusual,
and, except for stain wear at the
edges, every piece looked factory
fresh.

Several years passed and
sometime just after the set’s
45th birthday the grand old heir-
loom finally began to show signs
of use.

*-So, a visit was made to the
réfinisher.

CALENDAR

Beautlful fimsh

A modest sanding and new
coats of stain and varnish result-
ed in a set that was more beauti-
ful than ever. The nice thing
about that piece of furniture and
others made of solid wood is that
they can be sanded, repaired,

restained and varnished and

kept looking new for hundreds of
years.

Not all of our furmture is solid
wood or as easy to maintain.
Veneered furniture, laminate-

covered furniture and furniture

with a photo-finished surface are
not subject to periodic overhauls,
But, with a little patience most
turniture can be become an heir-
loom if properly cared for and
maintained. v »

One of the reasons for furni-
ture replacement is that items
become worn out. People tire of
scratched furniture with varnish
that is wearing off,

Often scratched furniture can
be repaired with nothing more
than plain old coffee. Dip a soft
clean cloth into a cup of black

coffee (1t doesn’t have to be hot),
_and wipe it on to the scratched

surface. Suddenly light scratches
on medium toned furniture will
simply disappear. Of course, this
depends on how hard the wood is
and the color of the existing
stain.

For darker wood, Old English
furniture polish is good for
scratches. When you look at the
bottle it appears so dark brown
in color that it almost looks

black. It contains a dark colored -

ingredient that masks lightly

scratched dark wooed and hides

imperfections beautifully. But
sometimes, dark colored pohsh
isn’t enough.

(Note: the prev1ously men-
tioned technigues and the meth-
ods to follow normally won’t
work if a coat of wax exists on
the surface to be repaired. Tur-
pentine or commercial furniture
cleaner — not polish or wax —
should be used to clean the sur-
face before attempting to mask
any scratch. Use caution; tur-
pentine should be used in a well-

B The League of Michigan
Bicyclists has partnered with
Art Van Furniture to provide
information on bicycle safety,
selecting the proper bikes for
children, helmet safety and area
events and trails. Experts from
the league and local sporting
goods stores will visit with

guests, answer their biking
questions and pass out informa-
tion 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday,
May 19, at any Art Van store.
Guests meeting with the experts
will receive a set of safety reflec-
tors as a gift (while supplies
last). The event is free.

B Stop in any Art Van Furni-

ture store now through Thurs-
day, May 17, and pick up
coupons for $2 off tickets for the
May 17 performance of Blue’s
Clues Live at the Fox Theatre.

ventilated area. The aroma is
less than pleasant, but usually
dissipates quickly.)

More obvious scratches can be
repaired with a wax penecil,
These pencils are available in
about every color imaginable. If
a piece of the furniture to be
repaired can be taken to the

_store, color-matching can take
‘place.

“Touch it up

Liquid touchup kits also are
available. If you are artistic, you
_can purchase artist brushes, and
' custom-mix colors that can be
painted onto the surface and
protected with a light coatf of
clear polyurethane spray. Paints

and stains can be mixed with.

drawing pens to achieve a realis-
tic match. This technique known
as faux-finishing is especially

‘handy when using putty to patch

larger tears and gouges.

Small dents easily can be
repaired. Place a drop of water
in the dent, cover it with a towel
and apply heat with a clothes

The Plymouth Symphony
Spring Home Tour, “Architecture
of the Millennium,” will be show-
casing seven homes in Plymouth,
Northville and Novi from 11 a.m.
to 7 p.m. Sunday, June 3.

The seven homes include a
variation of sizes, styles and
decor.

A home on North Territorial

o

- Terms *0ff manufadturer’s s
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~ Don't wait!
Sale ends May 28th -

| SAVE30-60%

ann arbor
734.995.5585
auburn hills

- 248.393.6600

birmingham

248.540.8558
grand blanc
810.695.7746

it’s what yOu’ve been waiting for...

ETHAN ALLEN
CLEARA

I-Iun-y in for best seleclion;

Save on floor samples,
customer exchanges,
and discontinued items.
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lakeside
810.566.9999
livonia

- 734.261.7780

novi
248.380.7900
saginaw
517.793.8000

ratail price. Al prices as maked roflec mndmon All mxhagﬁe i s?ld “ﬁ ﬁml sate. No refunds. No exchanges. No returns, No credits. No repairs. No replacements. No
me of pur

11048396

iron set to medium. The iron will
turn the droplet to steam and
moisten the dent. Within 15 sec-

onds, the dent will pop. up and

disappear.
(Caution: this repair only
works on dents. It does not work

on tears or gouges where the-

fibers of . the wood have been
torn.)

When you are repairing furni-
ture and want to remove a small

“area of the finish, use 400- to

600-gr1t sandpaper. Sandpaper
that is courser than that can
leave deep, ugly scratches.

Crazing, alligatoring or crack-
ling (a finish that contains a pat-
tern of fine cracks) also can be
repaired. Butf this is a tougher
task — one not recommended for
the light of heart.

There are three common fin-
ishes that will alligator: shellac,
lacquer and varnish. The three
are quite different. To find out
which is which, start by apply-
ing denatured alcohol. If the fin-
ish is shellac, denatured alcohol
will dissolve it. If the surface ig

Plymouth home tour will benefit

features a 5,000-square foot
Cape Cod on five acres with a
special feeding system for deer,
while another home on the tour
containg a two-story waterfall on
the first and second levels with
an art gallery on the fourth floor,

Tickets are $18 presale avail-
able at Colonial Card and Cam-

lacquer, the alcohol will slowly,
soften (not dissolve) the lac-
quered finish. Next, try the lac-
quer thinner. It will dissolve a
lacquered surface and slowly
soften a shellacked surface.

Since each solvent causes the
non-matching finish to soften
and swell, test it in an obscure
area first. In contact with var-
nish, either solvent will cause
swelling. For varnish, a very
light sanding and a new coat of
varnish will mask alligatoring.

Shellacked and lacquered sur-
faces don’t have to be sanded or
recoated. Alligatoring can be
repaired with a technique known
as amalgamation. Here an
artist’s paintbrush is used to
carefully apply the appropriate
solvent (alcohol to shellac and
lacquer thinner to lacquer) to
the crack lines until the finish
softens and fills the cracks. Let
the finish harden overnight,
“then buff with paste wax.

For more home improvement
tips and information visit
www.onthehouse.com.

symphony

era, located in the Kroger shop-
ping center at Sheldon and Ann
Arbor Road, and Gabriella’s on
Main Street in Plymouth and
Gardenviews on West Main
Street in Northville,

“For information, cail K.C.
Mueller at (734) 455-0075.
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SAVE UP TO 85% OFF peta
~ ON ALL 15T QUALITY NAME
BRAND BLINDS & WALLPAPER

Carey Lind, Nautica and More!
NEW, COMPUTERIZED
WALLPAPER SEARCHES

If.you can dream it...
you find it instantly!
Now SUPER VALUE WALLPAPER:
99 SUPER VALUE IN
T STOCK WALLPAPER
NO PAYMENT FOR 90 DAYS*

cal... 1-800-442-3919
or visit. ..www.decoratetoday.com

Piymouth Showroom
is Located at 909 N. Sheldon Rd.

_FaGromy

Sunday

HunterDouglas, Duette, Sithoustte, Waverly,
Village, Levolor, Kirsch, Graber, LouverDrape,
{mperial, Thomas Kinkade, Ralph Laren,

. View over 125,000 patterns in our showroom
on computers with easy-to-search methods.
our experts can help

2 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS
C A442-3919 for directions

tory Showroomn Qutlet

American

Blind md \\‘ﬂl hapcr fa(lur\

MEASURING %8
& INSTALLATION B

- SERVICES ’

AVAILABLE.

{Ask for details) :
PLUS NOW TAXE

i 10f OFF

All Blinds & Wallpaper!

*Mention code OBSR at time of placing order or enter code at website
checkout. Coupon can not be used In canjunction with any other
promotional offer or, discount. Previous arders ars excluded,

Showroom .
615 18-1/2 Mile Rd.

...10am-6pm
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summer starts!
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i
» ®
Heating & Cooling Systems A
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§PLUS FINANCING WITH APPROVED CREDITl K |
This offer only appjied to 8ryant 1 -

1 coupon per service. Not valid with I‘
any other offer. Call for details. § '}
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(CALENDARS

Does your garden club have an
upcoming event or meeting you
want publicized? Send items for
consideration in Gardening Cal-
endar to Ken Abramczyk,
Observer Newspapers, 36251
Schoolcraft, Livonia;, MI 48150
or e-mail kabramczyk@ oe,
homecomm. net. To send a fax,
call (734) 591-7279,

FLOWER
S ALK

PERFECT POTTING
Garden professionals from Mexico
Direct, 2 unique pottery whole-
saler in Northvilie, will be dis-
cussing how to choose and plant
the perfect potted garden at 6:30
p.m. Thursday, May 17 at Art
Van, 29905 Seven Mile Road in
Livonia. Tips will be given on how
to pick out the correct pottery for
specific plants. Guests attending
the seminar will receive a free
gift and be registered to win a
flowerpot. that will be put togeth-
er that evening. Reservations are
suggested for this free seminar.
Call (888) 619-2199.

NURSERTY
SCH OO L

ARRANGEMENTS
Several workshops, including a
hand-tied rose bouquet workshop
on Saturday, June 9, are sched-
uled at Keller & Stein Florist and
Greenhouse, 42158 Michigan in

CTRAFTS

Canton. Reservations are needed
for the workshops. Each work-
shop costs $1.0 per person and is
non-refundable. Classes are
scheduled at 10 a.m. and 2 p.m.
Workshops also are scheduled on
water plants for Saturday, July
21. Call (734) 397-0800.

GRASS ROOTS
Instaliing a water garden? Attend
one or all of the free classes on
water garden construction sched-
uled for Saturday, May 19, by
Grass Roots Nursery, 24765 Bell
Road in New Boston. No registra-
tion required. Dress for the
weather. Call (734) 753-9200.

BACK TO
CI.ASS

MORE GARDENING
The Michigan School of
Gardening, 29429 Six Mile, will
host Allan Armitage, internation-
ally acclaimed gardener, author,
instructor and professor of horti-
culture on Friday, June 22 and
Saturday, June 23. Armitage will
appear at garden tours in Beverly
Hills and Bloomfield Hills.
Armitage will appear at the
Michigan State University
Management Education Center in
Troy on Sunday, June 24. Tickets
are $45 per person, $55 after
May 25. Call (248) 4-GARDEN
for a brochure and registration on
the Armitage visit.

For information on spring classes,

times and costs or click on www.

michigangardening. com for class
information or for classes at other
locations in Detroit, Pontiac and
Macomb Township.

CC L U B
S T U E R

FARMINGTON
The Farmington Garden Ciub will
have their biannual rummage,
garage and plant sale 9 a.m.- 4
p.m., Thursday and Friday, May
17 and 18, at the Warner
Mansion Carriage House on Grand
River west of Farmington Road.

HOSTAS
The Metro Detroit Hosta Society
has scheduled its annual piant
sale 1-4 p.m. Sunday, May 20 at
the Birmingham Congregational
Church at Cranbrook Road and
Woodward. Hostas, companion
planis, perennials and rock gar-
den plants will be for sale.
Admissions is free.

GCGARDEIN
WAL KS

CORKTOWN
A church and lofts will be the
hightights of Corktown’s 15th
Home and Garden Tour in Detroit,
scheduled for noon-5 p.m.,
Sunday, June 3. In addition to
Most.Holy Trinity Church and its
restored Victorian rectory, a vari-
ety of “working class” homes on
Bagley from the 1800s will be
featured on the tour, including
the Brooklyn Lofts, where an art

If you would like to announce an
upcoming craft show, bazaar, or
arts boutique — items can be
sent to: Crafts Calendar, 36251
Schoolcraft Road, Livonia, Mi,
48150 or e-mail
kmortson@oe.homecomm.net

ARTISTS /CRAFTERS WANTED
Artists and crafters wanted for
the Plymouth Community Sum-
mer Festival Friday, June 14, 11
a.m. through Sunday, June 17,
at 5 p.m. Held on the grounds of
Compuware Arena, M-14 and
Beck Road. Call Sandra at (313)
543-2501.

CRAFTERS NEEDED

Crafters and vendors are needed
for the St. Joseph’s Church Fes-
tival Craft Show — June 22-24.
Tables are $25 for one day or
three days for $70. Call Sue for
information (734) 285-2229.

CALL FOR ARTISTS
Canton Township would like to

extend an invitation to all artists

to be involved in the 10th Annu-
al Fine Arts and Craft Show at
Liberty Fest 2001. The dates of
the show are June 23 (10 a.m. to
9p.m.) and 24 (11 a.m. tc 5 p.m.
Artists can choose to display
their work under “the big tents”
or can bring their own tent. The
show is juried and each partici-
pant will be required to submit
slides or pictures of their work
from the approved categories:
Painting, prints, sculpture,
ceramies, jewelry, drawing, pas-
tel and selected fine crafts. No

commercially produced merchan-
dise will be allowed. Deadline for

an application submission is
April 16, Call Sharon Dillenbeck
of I & M Studic’s at (734) 453
37106,

FOUNDERS FESTIVAL

The Farmington Founders Festi-
val will host a juried outdoor
Arts/Crafts fair to be held July
19-21.

For an application and informa-
tion call (248) 477-5837.

FALL CRAFT SHOW

St. Damian Parish of Westland
is Jooking for crafters for its Falls
Arts and Craft Show that will be
held from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Satur-
day, Oct. 13 throughout the
school. For more information,
please call (734) 421-6130.

CRAFTERS NEEDED

Crafters needed for the 15th
annual juried show Saturday,
Oct. 20 at West Middle School
(44401 W. Ann Arbor Trail) in
Plymouth. The show will run
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Call Terri
(A48 349-8344,
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Budding & Blooming

Rose Bushes

Remember Mom
Mother’s Day Sun., May 13th

Beautiful Hanging Baskets
Great Gifts for Mom

#1QUALITY pec‘“( ;

15% OFF !
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(Look of Cypress)

SPECIAL
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40111 Schoolcraft Road
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Budding & Blooming

Azaleas

, $1 999

? 2 gal. pot
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WE ALSO CARRY
e Soils & Sands
® Mulches
e Decorative Stone
® Boulders
* Statuary
e Water features
¢ Ponds &
Fountain Supplies

Delivery
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OPEN 7 DAYS
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£1045419

exhibit is scheduled. Other homes
feature a bocci ball court on
LaBrosse, gardens on 6th Street,
home and gardens on Leverette
and restored properties on
Church Street. Refreshments and
entertainment aiso are sched-
uled. Tickets are $10 in advance
or $12.50 the day of the tour and
can be purchased at the
Corktown Citizens District
Council, 1459 Bagley (at
Trumbull), Detroit or call (31.3)
962-5660.

REDFORD

The biennial Redford Garden Walk
is scheduled 10 a.m. {0 3 p.m.,
Saturday, June 16. Tickets are $4
in advance and $5 the day of the
show and are available at Redford
Township Hali, the Redford
Community Center, Seven Mile
Garden Center, 26346 West
Seven Mile and the Fiower
Station, 25801 Piymouth. Hosts
and hostesses are needed to col-
fect tickets and greet partici-
pants at each garden. Anyone
interested in volunteering for 2
1/2 hour shifts should call

Janet Watson, garden chairper-
son, at (313) 255-5293. Tickets

can also be purchased by calling
that number.

LIVONIA

The Friends for the Development
of Greenmead (Livonia’s
Historical Village) presents its
annual Garden Walk from 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m. Saturday, June 23.
Seven lovely gardens and yards of
homes located in Livonia will be
open for viewing. All proceeds
from this event benefits the
restoration and preservation of
Greenmead Historical Village.
Tickets are $9 in advance, $10
the day of the event and can be
purchased from any of the three
Livonia libraries, the Civic Center
Library Gift Shop, Greenmead and
the Department of Community
Resources located on the fifth
floor of Livonia City Hall. For infor-
mation, call (734) 466-2540 or
(734) 425-4855.

CANTON

The Canton Garden Ciub, a mem-
ber of the Federated Garden
Ciubs of Michigan, presents its
third annual garden walk, “Petals
and Paths,” 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Saturday, July 14, with a tour of
six lovely gardens.

Tickets are $6 pre-sale and $7-
day of tour. They will be available
after June 14, and may be pur-
chased from Keller and Stein,
inc., 42158 Michigan Ave., .
Grayes's Greenhouse, 882 Lilley,
Vanessa’s Flowers, 545 W. Ann
Arbor Rd. and Mary’s Farm
Market, 47453 Ford Road No
strollers please.

- PLYMOUTH

Woman’s National Farm and
Garden Association and Trailwooed
Garden Club presents the. Sixth .-
Annual “Flowers are Forever”
Garden Walk noon-8 p.m,
Tuesday, June 28, in Plymouth. - -
Several lovely gardens where
complimentary refreshments wilf -
be served. Enjoy a floral art dis-
play by Nancy Walls Smith at the "
Plymouth Community Arts
Council, 774 N. Sheldon.

Tickets are $6 pre-sale, $7the
day of the tour. Raffle tickets are
$1 each or three for $2. No
strollers, please. Tickets avail-
able after June 1 at the Saxton’s:
Garden Center, 587 W. Ann Arbor
Trail; Backyard Birds, 627 S.
Main, and Plymouth Community. |
Arts Council, 774 N. Sheldon.

~

AR A 2o

Herlta ge Wall

Available in 4 Attractive Colors

The Perfect Do-it-Yourself Project for Terracing,
Planters, Tree Rings & Window Wells.

5 acres of landscaping supblies » We deliver
See our acres of beautiful decorative statuary

N. Territorial e W. of Gotfredson Road = Plymouth
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by Sandstar
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734-455-5560 _ |

All previ

INTERIORY
FURNITURE

20292 MIDDLEBELT, LIVONIA (South of 8 Mile) (248) 474-6900 §
Mon,, Thurs., Fri. 9:30-9:00 Tues., Wed., Sat. 9:30-5:30 Open Sunday 1-5

ounts are off mg au

iscount.
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