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Airport runway shift shot down 
Township officials have told the state to take 
its Mettetal runway shift and shove it in the 
wake of news that state officials knew the air-
port was out of compliance with federal guide-
lines when it was purchased in 1994. 

balance between pilot and Joy Road 
motorist safety - and the concerns 
expressed by Coves of Canton condo-
minium residents. 

Also weighing heavily in the vote 
was the board's hostility about false-
hoods reported to them when the state 
bought the airport in 1994. 

The big lie 
"The FAA and MDOT, people who 

BY CAROL MARSHALL 
STAFF WRITER 
cmarshal i@oe.homecomm.net 

The Canton Township Board of 
Trustees grounded plans to shift the 
Mettetal Airport runway when it unan-
imously voted down the action Tues-
day. 

At the heart of the denial to shift the 
runway 240 feet to the south was the 

are supposed to look after our safety 
and welfare ... intentionally lied to the 
people who are involved," said Trustee 
Melissa McLaughlin. "They lied about 
FAA standards they are now trying to 
enforce." 

The Michigan Department of Trans-
portation Bureau of Aeronautics and 
the Airport Advisory Board brought the 
proposal to the board earlier this year, 
s t a t ing new FAA s t anda rds would 
require a shift. 

Representatives from MDOT told the 
board pilots had grown concerned over 
pilot and motorist safety, and the run-
way's proximity to Joy Road. 

The runway is 50 feet south of Joy, 

east of Lilley. 
Supervis ing Engineer Mark Noel 

sa id t h e sh i f t to the south would 
decrease the likelihood of an aircraft 
sliding off the end of the runway and 
onto Joy. 

Noel said the proposal is a shift, not 
an expansion, and the pavement at the 
north of the runway could be torn up or 
left in place to provide a paved buffer 
between the runway and the road. 

By contract, the 2,500-foot runway 
cannot be modified without a resolu-
tion from Canton and the state. 

However, the board recently learned 
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Carol's wreath 

9 
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Proud crafter: Carol Bollman of Canton shows off her wreath after customizing the dried-vine decoration with faux flowers and a 
bow during a Canton Senior Center crafts session at the Summit on the Park. Several area women joined two staff members 
from the Westland JoAnn Etc. store to create the springtime door hangers. 

Toast to Canton wine tasting event set 
BY CAROL MARSHALL 
STAFF WRITER 
cmarshal l@oe.homecomm.net 

Canton wine aficionados and amateurs alike will 
gather for a Toast to Canton next week. 

Leadership Canton Alumni, the Canton Chamber 
of Commerce and Holiday Market will co-sponsor the 
event, which will be held at Yazaki North America. 

Leadersh ip Canton Alumni P r e s i d e n t P a u l 
Schrauben said the event not only raises money for 
local community groups, but offers Canton's wine 
connoisseurs and wine-curious the opportunity to do 
something new. 

The Toast to Canton will feature a wide variety of 
hors d'oeuvres and about 150 wines, and for the first 
time will also offer beers to sample. As usual, non-
drinkers as well as drivers will not have to miss out 
on the fun, and there will be a table of sparkling and 
non-alcoholic beverages for tasting as well. 

Another change will be the location. In the past, 

t he wine t a s t i n g was held at the Summit , but 
Schrauben said Yazaki North America offered to host 
in its new building on Haggerty Road, and Leader-
ship Canton couldn't pass on the offer. 

KA lot of people are curious about Yazaki, and we 
thought this would be a unique opportunity for peo-
ple to go inside and check it out," he said. 

Last year's Toast was Schrauben's wine tasting 
debut. He said that, although he's not an experienced 
wine drinker, he wasn't intimidated by the event. 

"You see a lot of people that obviously know wine," 
Schrauben said. "And the distributors are there. But 
then there are a lot of people like me that say 'Huh. 
Besides color, what's the difference between red and 
white?"' 

Nancy Williams, Leadership Canton alumni, said 
the wine tasting has been a good time and a great 
education. 

For two years, Williams and her husband, Pat -
also Leadership Canton alumni - have paid extra for 

the privilege of being volunteer wine pourers. 
"It's a blast," Williams said, adding she plans on 

being a pourer again this year. "Of course drinking 
the wine's not so bad, either." 

Wi l l i ams sai-d t h e educat ion about wine she 
receives while pouring is the reason she loves volun-
teering at the event. 

"You don't have to know a thing about wine," she 
said. "But you come away with a little more knowl-
edge and have more of an appreciation for it." 

The event has raised $12,000 during its two years, 
and Schrauben said he hopes it will bring in more 
than last year's $7,000. 

Schrauben said proceeds from the third annual 
wine tasting gala will benefit the Canton Historical 
Society, Leadership Canton Alumni Scholarship and 
the Canton Firefighters Charity Foundation. 

Schrauben said Leadership Canton chooses differ-
ent community groups annually and they're chosen 
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Coffee talk 
Congresswoman Lynn Rivers will discuss issues 

and drink coffee with consti tuents 8:30-10 a.m. 
Monday, May 7, at LaMocha, 7760 N. Canton Cen-
ter Road. Call (734) 485-3741 for additional data. 

Good grades 
The Canton Observer salutes Superstar Carriers 

for earning straight-A marks on their recent report 
cards. They include: 

• Lina Nowland, 13, a student at Discovery Mid-
dle School who delivers the paper in Palmer Place. 

• Joshua Osinski, 8, a student at Hulsing Ele-
mentary School who delivers papers in Mayfair Vil-
lage. His favorite class is math. 

CANTON CONNECTION 
• Ryan Skonieczny, 10, a student at Hulsing Ele-

mentary School who delivers papers in Mayfair Vil-
lage. "I like delivering the paper because it's some-
thing to do in my spare time," he wrote. 

New equipment 
A new piece of equipment will allow more com-

plete crime scene forensic examinations to be con-
ducted by the Canton Police Division. The 
Omniprint 1000 will help officers detect physiologi-
cal fluids such as urine, semen and saliva as well as 

certain drugs like cocaine. The Omniprint provides 
a tunable wavelength source of light and costs 
$7,822. 

All-day kindergarten 
The Van Buren Public Schools is looking to deter-

mine parent interest in a full-day kindergarten 
enrichment program for the next school year at its 
newly opened Early Childhood Development Center. 
The program would be open to all parents of kinder-
gar ten students, but just 40-44 spaces would be 
available. Children would be selected by a lottery 
system. To be included in the survey, call (734) 697-
9123, Ext. 225. 
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Community Chorus 
spring concert set 

Plymouth Community Cho-
r u s will p resen t i ts 2001 
Spring Concert, "Smooth & 
Sassy", this Saturday, April 
28 a t 8 p.m. and Sunday, 
April 29 at 4 p.m. 

The chorus t akes center 
s tage in an exciting explo-
ra t ion of rhythm, jazz and 
swing. 

The concert features a vari-
ety music from Carlos San-
t a n a and Mark Anthony to 
the ballads of Stephen Sond-

heim and Frank Sinatra. 
William Grimmer founded 

the Plymouth Community 
Chorus iii 1973. Since that 
time, their membership has 
grown to over 125 singers 
drawn from sou theas te rn 
lower Michigan. 

The concert will be per-
formed at Plymouth Salem 
High School (Joy and Canton 
Center Roads). Tickets are 
available by telephoning the 
chorus at (734) 455-4080. 

Threads 'N Treasures 
Quilt Shop 

S 9 K p [fililili 2 5 % O F F 
— • - — 1 ."2. yd. or more on all fabrics 

Books, notions, overall machine quilting, classes. 
We carry Hoffman, Thimbleberries, Moda, and more. 

129 South Street 
Belleville (734) 697-9376 ! 

April is 

Disney 
Bonus 
Month 

at AAA Travel 

Come Visit Our 
Dream Vacation Show & Sale 

Saturday, April 28,10 am -6 pm 
Twelve Oaks Mall 

Upper Level Sears Court 

Spring is here! And so are exclusive 

savings and benefits on select 

Disney Vacations from A A A Travel! 

t All month 

Disneyland. ̂  ^ * 
Disney resort 

package and receive great savings, spe-

cial deals and more. . . including: 

• Special Grandparents Package 

• Magic Moments savings up to 20% 

• Preferred parking 

• Diamond Card savings...plus more! 

For reservations or details on Walt 

Disney World, Disneyland and Disney 

Cruise packages, contact AAA today! 

Special booking incentives 
all month long. 

AAA Travel/Canton 
2017 N. Canton Center Rd. 

734-844-0146 

Weekdays 
8:30 am - 5:30 pm 

Thursdays until 7:00 pm 

<$$T 
^Travel 

www.aaamich.com 
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from Family escapes mobile home fire 
based on the i r presence and 
involvement in the community. 

"We want to keep the money in 
Canton, since the event is based 
in Canton," he said. 

A Toast to Canton will be held 
7-9 p.m. Friday, May 4, at Yaza-
ki North America, 6700 N. Hag-
gerty Road. 

Tickets are $30 in advance and 
$35 at the door. They can be pur-
chased now at t he Canton 
Chamber of Commerce, Holiday 
Market, the Canton Township 
supervisor's office, Canton Fire 
Station No. 1, or by calling Paul 
Schrauben at (734) 981-3475. 

Say it with 

rs 
by Steve Mansfield 

SIMPLY ELEGANT 
If lilies were movie stars, they 

would be Audrey Hepburn. Few, 
if any, flowers can match the 
sheer elegance of lilies. White 
longiflorum lilies, in particular, 
s e e m to b e dressed for a black tie 
affair. Their graceful form fairly 
trumpets classical appeal . Thus, 
lilies require scarcely more than 
a clear glass or crystal vase for a 
simple monochromat ic 
arrangement. The t ransparency 
of the vase allows the deep 
green, elongated leaves and 
graceful s tems to play their 
valued supporting role. In 
addition, white longiflorum lilies 
are long-lasting a n d exude a 
wonderful scent . E a c h bud opens 
slowly, and the lower ones can b e 
removed a s they fade. This 
flower with star quality puts on a 
wonderful per formance . 

Like spring's social butterfly, 
lilies can attend both elegant and 
informal affairs with ease . At 
HEIDE'S FLOWERS & GIFTS, 
w e would be happy to help you 
decorate for your occasions. 
Located at 9 9 5 W. Ann Arbor 
Trail, Plymouth, we provide 
excellent service and the most 
knowledgeable staff. To place 
your order by phone, call 4 5 3 -
5 1 4 0 , or visit our website at 
www.heidesfioers.com. 
Worldwide wire service is 
available, and your satisfaction is 
always assured. Since 1899, 
HEIDE'S has been making our 
community beautiful. Look for 
our next article in two weeks. 

HINT: Put a bunch of smooth rocks in 
the bottom of a vase of lilies to lend 
support to the stems and a natural 
element to the display. L1037073 

ft 
A family of four escaped a fire 

wi thout in jury early Sunday 
morning. 

Canton police reports stated 
the fire erupted in their Mott 
Road trailer at about 5:30 a.m. 
while the family slept inside. 

The man in the home awoke, 
coughing, to the smell of smoke. 
The man woke the others in the 
home - a woman and two boys, 
age 3 and 7, and all got out safe-
ly-

Window peeper 
Canton police report they have 

reques ted a w a r r a n t for the 
arrest of a man who has alleged-
ly been window peeping in Can-
ton. 

The 19-year-old Westland man 
is suspected of at least nine con-
f i rmed window peeping and 
indecent exposure incidents 
since last October. Canton Police 
Sgt. Charles Raycraft said he 
suspects there were many more 

CANTON 6 

COP CALLS 

incidents t h a n the n ine con-
firmed. 

Police were able to track the 
man down a f t e r a C a n t o n 
woman spotted the man in the 
act. 

She called police and told them 
she had reported him several 
times before. 

She gave police a phys ica l 
description and identif ied his 
car. 

Jacket ID's thief 
A Garden City man on proba-

tion for retail fraud made a nar-
row escape from Meijer. Unfortu-
nately for him, his jacket didn't. 
Neither did a letter from his pro-
bation officer. According to police 
reports, the man was shoplifting 
from the store at 45001 Ford last 
Wednesday. 

A store security officer said he 

saw the man stuff a bottle of 
vodka into his j acke t , t hen 
attempt to leave the store. Two 
security officers approached the 
man, and he started to run out 
into the parking lot. 

One of the officers grabbed the 
man's black leather jacket. The 
suspect wriggled out of it and 
ran away, leaving his j acke t 
behind. 

When Canton police searched 
his jacket, they found a bottle of 
vodka, a package of cheese and 
two cans of cat food. They also 
found his cell phone and the let-
ter from the 18th District Court 
in West land, which not only 
identified him, but also indicated 
he had a meeting with probation 
the following day. 

According to police reports, the 
man was on intensive weekly 
report ing probation for retail 
fraud. 
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Ford Rd1 Mile W. of I-275 981-1900 
S4.00 Family Twilight 4-6pm daily 
$4 .75 Kids & Seniors all shows 
$3 .00 DAILY Matinees tii 4pm 

$S.TS with Student IP 

$ 5 . 7 5 Late Shows Fri & Sat 

$6 .50 Evenings Mon -Thurs 

o No Passes 
Unlimited Free Drink & .258 Corn Refills 

Deluxe Air Hockey Table 

M O V I E G U I D E 

F R E E 
SHOWS 
EVERYONE 

I SAT & SUN @ 10 & 11 AM 
4/21 4 4/22 RUGRATS IN PARIS (Q) 

4/2B&4/29 
LITTLE VAMPIRE {PG) 

• 

G FREDDY GOT FINGERED (R) 
1:10, 3:05, 5:10, 7:20, 9:30 

O BRIDGET JONES'S DIARY (R) 
{SUN 1.1:15) 1:15, 3:15, 5:15, 7:15, 9:15 

O JOSIE & THE PUSSYCATS (PG-13) 
1:20, 3:20, 5:20, 7:25, 9:25 

BLOW (R) > 
2:15, 4:40, 7;10, 9:35 

O JOE DIRT {PG-13} 
12:15, 2:30, 4:30, 6:45, 9:20 

POKEMON 3 (Q) (SUN 11:30) 
SPY KIDS (PG) 
(SUN 11:05) 1:05, 3:05, 5:05, 7:05, 9:05 

COUPON 

i B a g of Buttery Popcorn 
[ ONE FREEWITHTHISAD ~ * 

:orn §§§§£]>: 

\ssJ9mii 
WWW.GQTI.COM I •» 

when the state bought the air-
port in 1994, the FAA standards 
requiring longer safety zones at 
the end |>f the runway were 
already i s place and had been 
since 19®). The board alleged 
the bureafi lied in order to push 
through tlie state purchase of 
the airport. 

McLaughlin quoted a 1990 
memo from Wendell Proudfoot, 
manager wi th the B u r e a u of 
Aeronautics, to Pe ter Ser in i , 
manager with the FAA. 

Proudfoot stated, "The draw-
ing (of the runway) does not 
depict any future development, 
land acquisition or obstruction 
removal. ... We have intentional-
ly omitted Runway Safety Areas, 
Object Free Areas, and similar 
FAA s tandards , because we 
believe depiction of those areas 
would diminish and obscure the 
objective of converting this pri-
vate airport to one owned' and 
operate^ by a public agency. 
Once weihave a public sponsor 
serving the 120 or so aircraft at 
this facility, we will then evalu-
ate steps, required to make the 
airport meet standards." 

Safety standards 
Plymouth res ident Car l 

Schultz approached the board, 
asking it to reconsider the 
denial. 

"I would like to suggest that 
your .goal of killing the airport 
needn' t be (accomplished) by 
jeopardizing public safety," he 
said. "I don't know how any 

politician can come down against 
safety." 

Township Supervisor Tom 
Yack said the resolution to deny 
the request suggested the state 
seek a more appropr ia te and 
safer location for an airport. 

Schultz , who serves on the 
advisory board and whose son is 
a student pilot said, "Vote your 
conscience because it may come 
back to haunt you." 

Canton pilot Henry Moore 
asked the board whether it had 
considered what to do in the 
event of a Joy Road accident 
between a pilot and a motorist. 

"Are you clear legally for a 
lawsuit?" Moore asked. 

"We would defend ourselves, 
naturally. The entity that really 
has to worry about th i s is 
MDOT," Yack said. "They only 
have deceived us and lied." 

Trustee Philip LaJoy said if 
the board denies the request, the 
township should send a letter to 
the; FAA and MDOT addressing 
the safety concerns the bureau 
brought forward in requesting 
the shift. 

"They really need to remedy 
that situation," he said. 

Former U.S. Navy avia tor 
Greg Pappas of Plymouth sug-
gested if MDOT and FAA are 
"really interested in making the 
a i rpor t safer. ... They should 
either restrict the airport to only 
those ai rcraf t t ha t can easily 
take off and land with 2,200 feet 
of runway or close the airport." 
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Invest in a 19 Month Certificate 
5 . 4 1 % APY* 

and we'l l invest in your schools . 
It's like making two investments at once. Open an 
insured account at Community Federal Credit 
Union and you'll always earn a great rate. 

And for every account opened between March 15 
and May 31, Community Federal will contribute 1% 
of the new balances to support education in the 

* communities we serve. 

Open your account today, and help us support the 
Plymouth/Canton Educational Excellence 
Foundation's effort to purchase new globes for 
your schools. You will also discover how wonderful 
it is to do business with neighbors, friends and people 
in your community. gr • 

1]Anniversary 

Community 
r=- F e d e r a l 

C R E D I T U N I O N 

AT YOUR SERVICE. 
IN YOUR COMMUNITY. 

Plymouth Branch • 500 S. Harvey • (734) 453-1200 
Canton Branch • 6355 N. Canton Center • (734) 455-0400 

www.cfcu.org 

NCUA 

•Minimum deposit of $10,000 required. Rates as of April 11, 2001. subject to. change. 5.41 % APY is available for members of our Presidents 
depending on Member Reward Club membership. Member Reward Club status is determined by the total ̂ epp^l and lo^jbalanos, exduding 1 
Community Federal Credit Union. A $10,000 deposit automatically qualifies you for our Advantage Club and an APY of 6.30%. APY for Sterling Club members is 5.35%. 
Maximum donation: $5,000. Please call for more information. 

http://www.aaamich.com
http://www.observer-eccentric.com
http://www.observer-eccentric.com
http://www.heidesfioers.com
http://WWW.GQTI.COM
http://www.cfcu.org
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Who borrowed Mr. Bear? 

• b m b 

m 
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Dyeing to find out: All Saints second-graders (from left) Leah Grosztyla and 
Melissa Gray perform a dye check in their effort to determine who borrowed 
Mr,: Bear. The girls participated in a three-day project to test their forensic 
skills. Students witnessed the "crime scene" then analyzed fingerprints, fibers, 
odors, etc. to determine who borrowed Mr. Bear. 

Canton man writes book on 
making organizations work 
BY CAROL MARSHALL 
STAFF WRITER 
c m a r s h a l l @ o e . h o m e c o m m . n e t 

Scared out of his wits, Ron Koller looked out at 
the 250 people in the audience. They came to the 
Catholic Relief Services World Summit in October, 
clad in nearly every ethnic and cultural dress in 
the world, and outfitted with headphones to hear 
their interpreters. 

"I was sort of f reaked out," Koller said. "It 
reminded me of the United Nations. And there I 
was, little old me from Metro Detroit." 

Koller was called away from his Canton home to 
address the summit in Tampa because its atten-
dees were planning a major change in how they 
respond to disastrous events around the globe. And 
Koller, a consultant, had earned a reputation for 
facilitating change. 

Just one 
Koller said that experience was just one of the 

many that preceded the release of the book enti-
tled Whole-Scale Change: Unleashing the Magic in 
Organizations he co-authored. 

For eight years he's worked with senior leaders 
from Catholic Relief Services, Sun Microsystems, 
United Airlines, BASF, City of Boston, NASA and 
other large organizations. 

The book was a collaborative effort, with 15 peo-
ple working on it in the beginning, back in 1996. 

"By the end, there weren't so many of us," Koller 
said. The book came off the presses early this year. 

Koller said Whole-Scale Change was written by 
him and his former colleagues at Dannemiller 
Tyson Associates. He said he and some of his col-
leagues had been teaching and consulting for some 
large firms, including Ford Motor Co. and even for 
other large consulting firms. 

"A lot of people told us we should take the infor-
mation in the class and put it in a book, so here we 
are," Koller said. 

Helps organize 
Koller said the book helps organizations uncover 

and combine the knowledge and wisdom of their 
employees to dramatically increase business per-
formance. The process, he said, empowers employ-
ees and leaders to change their workplaces and 
communities. 

Koller said he believes the untapped wisdom 
within organizations is the key to success. Very 
often, he explained, a company will call in consul-
tants and trainers to tell its managers how to 
address problems or run a better business, when 
the best solutions would likely come from the orga-
nization's own employees. 

By the time the consultant plops a fat report on 
the desks of a handful of top managers, any good 
ideas that may be contained in the plan will be 
met with resistance. 

Where his philosophy differs from that of other 
consultants is his belief in inclusion. 

"Trainers come in and begin by telling. We come 
in and begin by asking," Koller said. And he asks 
questions of everyone in an organization from 

Plymouth man injured in accident 
BYTONYBRUSCATO 
STAFF WRITER 
t b r u s c a t o @ o e . h o m e c o m m . n e t 

A Plymouth Township man was injured when 
the car he was driving collided with a pickup truck 
at the intersection of Joy and Sheldon roads Mon-
day afternoon. 

Peter Warne, 64, reportedly had the green light 
when he entered the intersection, but was hit by a 
Livonia man who failed to stop for the red light. 

"The driver of the car (Warne) was traveling 
westbound on Joy Road and had the green light 
when the pickup, which was going north on Shel-
don, came through the red light... and boom," said 
Scott Dugan, 17, of Canton, who witnessed the 
accident from his car. "The truck spun around and 
the car stopped on the corner. I called 9-1-1 with 
my cell phone." 

Did you know? 
• If a child drinks four colas 

per day he is taking in the equiv-
alent caffeine as two cups of reg-
ular coffee. 

• To make p e r f u m e las t 
longer, rub a small amount of 
petroleum jelly on your skin 
before you dab on the perfume. 

E May is Nat iona l 
Allergy/Asthma Awareness 
Month. 

fl Larger animals have slower 
heart rates than smaller ones. 

• April 28 is a national day of 
mourning for workers killed or 
injured on the job in Canada. 

• Wednesday, May 2, is Sib-
ling Appreciation Day. 

Web Watch 
• www.lymphnet.com 
• www.planetbollywood.com 
• www.goireland.about.com 
• www.bioguide.congress.gov 
• www.unmuseum.org 

Youth autobiographies 

'• Puppies, Dogs and Blue 
Northers: Reflections on Being 
Raised by a Pack of Sled Dogs by 
Gary Paulsen 

• My Life in Dog Years by 
Gary Paulsen 

• I Am Rosa Parks by Rosa 
Parks 

• Knots In My Yo-Yo String by 
Jerry Spinelli 

• Thanks to my Mother by 
Schoschana Rabinovici 

Q and A 
Q: How did Gatorade origi-

nate? 
As Gatorade originated in 1965 

when researchers at the Univer-
sity of Florida in Tampa decided 
that their football team needed 
to replace the minerals and flu-
ids lost through strenuous exer-
cise. The drink was developed to 
provide water (to prevent dehy-
dration), sugar (energy), salt 
(fluid balance) and potassium 
(nerve transmission). In 1983 
Quaker Oats purchased the 
brand name and sells the drink 
in different flavors. More than 
423 million gallons of Gatorade 
are sold every day. 

Source: 10,000 Food Facts 

New CD-ROMs 
• Any Time — interactive 

multimedia 
• Precalculus 
• Complete Landdesigner: 3D 

design collection 

Joe Koontz, 32, of Livonia was driving the F-150 
Ford pickup that hit the front quarter panel of the 
Dodge Stratus. 

"I was looking down, playing with the radio, and 
looked up and saw the red light," he said. "By then, 
it was too late. Luckily the man wasn't seriously 
injured." 

Warne was transported to St. Joseph Mercy Hos-
pital in Ypsilanti, complaining of chest and rib 
injuries. Koontz refused treatment for head lacera-
tions. 

"We gave the pickup driver (Koontz) a ticket for 
disobeying a traffic signal," said Eric Anderson, 
Plymouth Township police officer. "It would have 
been much worse had he hit the car in the door." 

) ' 

• 'The Whole-Scale Change 
approach is just plain common 
sense. When everyone's voices are 
heard and valued, it's like magic. 
People support what they help ere-

Ron Koller 
—author 

upper m a n a g e m e n t down to the entry-level 
employees. 

"The Whole-Scale Change approach is just plain 
common sense. When everyone's voices are heard 
and valued, it's like magic," Koller said. "People 
support what they help create." 

Consulting 
During the five years since he began working on 

the book, Koller and two of his associates from 
Dannemiller Tyson broke away to join Perfor-
mance Development Associates in order to consult 
for more high-tech companies. 

Koller knocked on his kitchen table twice when : 
he reported PDA will sign a deal to consult for' 
Microsoft this week. 

Whole-Scale Change: Unleashing the Magic in 
Organizations and its toolkit is available in local 
bookstores. For more information about the book 
or toolkit, call Barett-Koehler Publishers at (800) 
929-2929, or visit the Web site at www.uihole-
scale.net. 

• LeadSmart Homes 
• Statistics — interactive mul-

timedia 

New Music CDs 
• John Coltrane 
• Headlines and Footnotes by 

Pete Seeger 
• Ramblin' by Lucinda 

Williams 
• Songbird by Eva Cassidy 
• A Day Without Rain by 

Enya 
• Duke Elington 

Hot Topic of the Week 
• National Arbor Day is Fri-

day, April 27. The Committee for 
National Arbor Day has as its 
goal the observance of Arbor Day 
in all states on the same day, the 
last Friday in April. This unified 
date would provide our citizenry 
with the opportunity to better 
learn the importance of trees to 
our way of life. This date is also 
a good planting date for many 
states throughout the country. 
The first observance of Arbor 
Day was April 10, 1872, in 
Nebraska, where i t is s t i l l a 
state holiday. More than half the 
states now observer Arbor Day 
on the proposed April Friday. 

@ the Canton Library is com-
piled by Laura Dorogi of the 
library staff. The library is at 
1200 S. Canton Center. For more 
information about library pro-
grams and services, call (734) 
397-0999. 

ARN 
Great Spring 

DRESSES 
99 

Woman's $49.99 

Nape & Solid Crew 

SWEATERS 
Buy One, Get One * 

50% 
V ^ O F F 

Ticketed Price 

Spring's Best 

BLOUSES 
Buy One, Get One * 

50 
^ ^ O F F 

Ticketed Price 

Henley 

T-SHIRTS 
Buy One, Get One* 

50% 
V - ^ O F F 

Ticketed Price 

BUY TWO DRESSES AND SAVE 

$10 off 
The Second Dress 
SgDRESSBARN 

Misses and Woman Sizes 4-24 

I 
9 3 2 j 

I 
I 
1 

EXTRA SAVINGS COUPON FOR YOU! 

' Not valid o n 50% off merchandise, previous purchases, gift certificates, catalog 
I and internet orders. Cannot be combined with any other offer or coupon. 

20%off 
Any Single Item 

SSDRESSBARN 
Misses and Woman Sizes 4-24 

9 3 1 

One coupon p e r ^ s t ^ e ^ e ^ s ^ E ^ S A S / O ^ _ _ — J | _ _ ^ ^ r ^ u ^ n . ^ e ^ u ^ n ^ r ^ s t ^ e r p e r v i s i t E 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

D r e s s e s Excluded. Not valid o n 50% off merchandise, previous purchases, j 
gift certificates, 'catalog and internet orders . Cannot be combined w i t h any other I 

offer or coupon. One c o u p o n p e r customer p e r visit. Exp. 5/6/01. ^ J 

For a store 
'LOWER 

near you visit www .dressbarn.com or call 800-639-6064 
! PRICED ITEM 50% OFF. SELECTION AND PRICES VARY AT DRESS BARN WOMAN. SALE ENDS 5/1/01. 

mailto:cmarshall@oe.homecomm.net
mailto:tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net
http://www.lymphnet.com
http://www.planetbollywood.com
http://www.goireland.about.com
http://www.bioguide.congress.gov
http://www.unmuseum.org
http://www.dressbarn.com
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New business runs errands 
so you don't have to do it 
B Y SUE BUCK 
STAFF WRITER 
s b u c k @ o e . h o m e c o m m . n e t 

Call them baby boomers or the sandwich genera-
tion. 

Kathryn Dolecki knows they are busy and 
stressed out. 

These harried overachievers need an Errand 
Runner. 

Voila. 
Dolecki's business by the same name. 
Dolecki, a former Canton Township resident, 

designed different types of packages which fit into 
almost everyone's busy work schedule. 

"Our goal is to allow you more time for your fam-
ily, church, friends, fitness and hobbies," Dolecki 
said. 

She began her business April 1, tapping into a 
client base she developed during the three years 
she was a manager of Premier Travel at Ford Road 

and Lilley in Canton Township. 
Packages start at $22.25 weekly and clients 

must commit to a month of services. 
There's a package for senior citizens who need 

some help getting out of the house to go to church 
or doctor's appointments, laundry, grocery shop-
ping or need someone to talk to. 

Dolecki, who personally enjoys running errands 
received encouragement from her mother who 
said, "You do this for me and you do this for grand-
ma.'" 

Now she does it for others. 
While her clients work, her team of four runners 

are available to do things like wait at the house for 
deliveries and repairmen, do appointment schedul-
ing and reminding, gift wrap, go grocery shopping, 
serve as a personal assistant, go to the veterinari-
an and groomer and do a multitude of other things. 

Custom packages are available. 
For more information, call (734) 306-6577. 

SPRING 
O P E N H O U S E 

SATURDAY, APRIL 28 
Vender Representatives araiiable to answer 

garden related questions 10<im-3pm. 

* REFRESHMENTS 1 BALLOONS 
DOOR PRIZES' 

C e l e b r a t e E a r t h D a y & A r b o r D a y 

FREE p i n e s e e d l i n g to first 100 j 

customers April 28 j 

CANADIAN 
PEAT M O S S 
2.2 cilJI bag 
REG. $ 5 . 9 9 

$ 4 . 8 

#4050-001 

S H R E D D E D B A R K 
U0um8 SliTBOOCQ i l u fu tuMX l BQTK 

$24"/cu. s*d. 
REG. $27.99/cu.yd. 

Shredded Cedar 
$2?"/c^l 

REG. $29.99/cu,yd. 
SAME DAT D E L I V E R ? MOM-SAT. 

H O M E & G A R D E N 

S H O W P I A C E 

7 3 4 4 5 3 5 5 0 0 
KXTFADEI) SPRING HOURS: 

Mon-Fri 8-8 • Sat 8-6 • Sun 10-6 
OFFERS EXPIRE 5 / 3 / 0 1 

SUPER SALE 
Packaged Summer Blooming 

C L E M A T I S 

JlUJHPUT' - R E G _ $Q_99 

PANSY 4 PACK 99$ 
REG. $ 1 . 4 9 ^Su. 

Plant panslesfor 
early garden cobrt 

CREEPING PHLOX $ 7 9 9 

Choose from: pink, purple, blue, white 1/2 flat 

J A N E MAGNOLIA 

$ S 9 - 9 9 

. . M 

Single Stem 
4 f t . B&B 

REG. 8 4 9 . 9 9 

0273-304 

B O X E D R O S E S 
n f i K J a c k s o n & P e r k i n s 

H o m e & G a r d e n 
S h o w p i a e e 

startOiff at $9,89 

Over 70 varieties, including: 
• Patented 
• Non-Patented 
• Ramantica 
• David Austin 

J&P 

PLYMOUTH 
N U R S E R Y 
a n d G A R D E N C E N T E R 

9900 Ann Arbor Rd./Plymouth Rd, 
7 Miles Went of l275 

1 J / 2 Miles South o/M-14 

Corner of Gotfredson K<i 

SOFAS | LOVESEATS | CHAIRS | RECLINERS | SLEEPERS | DINING TABLES j CHAIRS 

BEDROOMS j END TABLES | COCKTAILS HOME OFFICE | ENTERTAINMENT CENTERS 

FLOOR CLOCKS | CURIOS | BOOKCASES ] MIRRORS | ACCESSORIES 

SAVINGS I I 
50% TO 80% r 

N o tents, balloons or clowns. 
Just exceptional savings on fine home furnishings. 

Final sale p r i c e o n h u n d r e d s o f i tems. E n j o y a ba rga in h u n t at 

M c L a u g h l i n ' s n e w d i s t r i b u r i o n c e n t e r in R o m u l u s . Save b ig on buys fo r 

y o u r co l l ege s t u d e n t , y o u r c o t t a g e or y o u r o w n h o m e ! N o ho lds . N o 

iayaways , i m m e d i a t e de l ive ry available to all b u y e r s at a n o m i n a l cos t . 

O X C E A Y E A R WE O P E N O U R 2 7 , 0 0 0 S Q l J A K 
r i i a x U * A i t £ i f f i l i S E Y f l T H E P l i m 

m « j 
• i 

fo r d i r e c t i o n s cal l : 

7 3 4 . 2 8 5 . 5 4 5 4 

metro 
airport 

s h e l l g a s s t a t i o n e u r e k a r d . 

1-275 t o Eureka Rd. ex i t . 

East on E u r e k a Rd. to W a h r m a n 

2 / 3 of a mile sou th on W a h r m a n 

W a r e h o u s e loca ted on wes t s ide of W a h r m a n 

3 5 7 0 0 W a h r m a n (driveway Is Mac Rd. 

• H E K M A N - B o o k E R * b a r c a \ p u n g e r 

H a b e r s h a m • ^ J & s p e R . Tfumiasville •> henredon 

6HEQGILL • KINCAID. 

BRADINGTON CYOUNG a n d m a n y m o r e ! 

STAFF PHOTO BY PAUL HlIKSCBMANN 

Can do: Kathryn Dolecki of Errand Runner Professional Time Management 
describes her new service which allows clients who are homebound, or too busy to 
run their own errands, a chance to have some of their needs met. 

T H O M A S K I N K A D E 
T M 

00 

(JWay we suggest Thomas 'Kjnkade e.Art or Q i f t Items for 

-Jktothers Day 

Small Framed Collector Prints ^39°° 

Medium Framed Inspirational Prints Sgjoo 

Large Framed Inspirational Prints $199 
Gift Items Include: 

• riool\ + X/n 1 in * • s. • Tb,*>u » • Vi1hm\. • Sullh Stiten 
* M 0//M • Poi'll It'ft! M//WI • t ,i\>i'ti(i ( 
• \cLt!L()oitft • • Rctipi' Hook" • S/niuf/iht r\ 

• \l ii!l * H/hlt ctl/l! tHltlh h/OtL 

Wild Wings Gallery 
(voted Plymouth's best store 2001 

Arbor Trail • Downtown Plymouth (v<& it Ann Amor Iran • uowntown f iymoum jw 
Hours: M, Tu, W, Sat fO-6 * Th, Fr 10-9 • -

/'i, , / ' r/\* •}/*• .Or i( 'itt/i Id]*/«///; &/;" f.i/ tiftfir*ntil •ttasag* 
* - V 

P D F L 1 0 4 2 2 8 3 for information call: 734.285.5454 

w h a t y o u W a n t w h e n y o u W a n t i t ! 

A Big Spring Laugh 
MICHAEL DOUGLAS f~ 
TOBEYMAGUIRE ! 

FRANCES McDORMAND 
KATIE HOLMES 
and ROBERT DOWNEY, JR 

L U O N D E R 
BOVS 

Roger Ebert,CHICAGO SUN-TIMES 

VHS OR 

Rent it For 

* * • * * 

WONDER B O V S 10-MIDNIGHT! 
7 DAYS A WEEK 

r 

n m m ™ Mm cm rwBum our 

! MOVIE 
W I T H A N Y 

mm 

Proper I.D. required 1 
Not Valid with any other speclaM 

• Expires May 30, 2001 • 

44314 Cherry Hill 
(at Cherry Hill & Sheldon) 

Canton 
(734) 8 4 4 - 8 7 4 4 

7209 Canton Center 
(at Canton Center & Warren) 

Canton 
734) 4 5 9 - 9 7 6 0 

mailto:sbuck@oe.homecomm.net
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Great selection of ladies' 
spring dresses and suits. 

Orig. 78.00-160.00, 
sale 38.99-79.99. IN DRESSES. 

save 50% 
Large selection of famous-maker 

traditional casual sportswear 
collections. Reg. 60.00. 

sale 30.00. IN LADIES' SPORTSWEAR. 

save 50% 
Selected fashion jewelry. 

Reg. 8.00-40.00. sale 4.00-20.00. 
IN ACCESSORIES. 

DAYS 
friday, Saturday & sunday 

save 50% 
Benard Holtzman linen separates. 
Reg. 28.00-88.00. sale 14.00-44.00. 

IN LADIES' SPORTSWEAR. 

save 50% 
Finity linen and silk shantung 
separates. Reg. 68.00-98.00. 

sale 34.00-49.00. IN LADIES' SPORTSWEAR. 

save 50% 
Large selection of women's 
sandals. Reg. 34.00-80.00, 

sale 17.00-40.00. IN WOMEN'S SHOES. 

save 50% 
All shorts and a large selection of tops 
from PK Clothing and Parisian Kids for 

boys in sizes 2-20 and girls in sizes 
2-16. Reg. 14.00-28.00. sale 7.00-14.00. 

IN CHILDREN'S. EXCLUDES VALUE PRICE. 

save 50% 
Selected ladies' famous-maker 
sunglasses. Reg. 22.00-42.00, 
sale 11.00-21.00. IN ACCESSORIES. 

• 

save 50% 
Large selection of men's 

short-sleeve shirts and shorts. 
Reg. 34.00-59.50. sale 17.00-29.75. 

IN MEN'S. 

save 50% 
Large selection of Bill Blass suits. 

Reg. 475.00. sale 237.50. IN MEN S. 
NOT AVAILABLE AT NORTHLAKE MALL. 

deferred billing No payments no -nterest until July 2001 See an associate for-biU&tg~<tetal4$. 

PAR • I I • 

Y O U ' R E S O M E B O D Y S P E C I A L 

CALL 800-424-8185 TO ORDER ANYTIME. STORE HOURS: Laurel Park Place (953-7500) open Sun.12-6, Mon.-Sat. 10-9. FOR INFORMATION call 953-7500. 
CHARGE \T. Parisian Credit Card, MasterCard, Visa, the American Express® Card or Discover®. 

LOCATED AT LAUREL PARK PLACE IN LIVONIA, CORNER OF NEWBURQH ROAD AND SIX MILE ROAD (TAKE THE SIX MILE ROAD EXIT OFF INTERSTATE 275). 
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STAFF PHOTO BY PAUL HURSCHMANN 

Get t ing r e a d y : The crew of Unsolved Mysteries gets ready to shoot as Plymouth 
Chief Wayne Carroll and Dearborn Det. Paul Keiper, background, observe. 

75th Anniversary • 75th Anniversary • 75th Anniversary 
- Landscaping Is Our Business Since 1926 -

• Perennials ® Ground Covers °Topsoil•Hardwood Bark • Cedar Mulch 
s Limestone « Sand ° Gravel • Boulders • Shade Trees • Ornamental 

Trees9 Evergreensa Flowering Shrubs • Broadleaf Evergreens 

u n i u i r i c 
t he bes t in i n te r l ock ing pavers & retaining 

wa l l s A u t h o r i z e d dealer & con t rac to r 

Steel Edging ° Diamond Edging 

Weed Barrier »Wood Lawn Playscapes 

Bagged Soils and Mulches 

- - - - " A N N W E R S A R Y S P E C I A L 

15% OFF 
FLOWERING ORNAMENTAL TREES 
Flowering Crab, Weeping Cherry, Flowering Dogwood, 

Red Bud, Bradford Pear & More. 
Must present this ad - good thru 4/30/01 

Delivery asvd Available 

[ a ] MARGOLIS 
W W NURSERY, INC. 
9600 CHERRY HILL ( 3 Milesw. of Beck) 

FORD ROAO Z 

h 
$ 

CHERRY 

2 
(U 

HILL 
i H 
x • 

tc 
Q. MARGOUS O 

O 
H T 
m j 

734-462-0771 
Open Mon.-Sat. 8-6, Sun. 10-5 

Unsolved Mysteries TV show 
features Plymouth murder 
BY TONY BRU8CATO 
STAFF WRITER 
tbrusca to@oe.homecomm.ne t 

Acting Plymouth Police Chief 
Wayne Carroll put in hundreds 
of hours to solve a murder case 
involving the dismembered body 
of f o r m e r P l y m o u t h r e s i d e n t 
Tracy Islam. 

Last Oct. 3, a Wayne County 
Circuit Court jury convicted her 
e s t r a n g e d h u s b a n d , Azizul 
Islam, of killing his estranged 
wife, mut i la t ing he r body, and 
dumping the body parts in Dear-
born and Ohio. 
' In the end, the jury 's verdict 

came down to f r e sh paint and 
blood stains found in the base-
m e n t of Azizul I s l a m ' s Roe 
Street home. 

The case was widely publ i -
cized. So much so, that when the 
network program Unsolved Mys-
teries heard about it, producers 
knew it would be a hit. 

Carroll and Dearborn police 
Det. Paul Keiper met this past 
week with crew members of the 
show, who f lew in f rom Los 
Angeles to film the segment in 
P l y m o u t h . They t a p e d i n t e r -
views and re-created scenes at a 

v a c a n t house on Sou th M a i n 
Street with the star. 

No, not actor Robert S t ack , 
who is the host of the program. 
And, i t w a s n ' t Car ro l l . Top 
billing went to Eagle, a German 
shorthair-Doberman cross who 
helped solidify Carroll's murder 
case when he sniffed out blood 
and human remains inside the 
Islam home. 

"I was skeptical in the begin-
ning," admitted Carroll. "I didn't 
think Eagle would be so valu-
able. But, he did a damn good 
job." 

It's Eagle who is being docu-
mented on Unsolved Mysteries, 
for his work in finding evidence 
in a Lapeer mis s ing pe r son ' s 
case, and his work dur ing t h e 
Islam investigation in Plymouth. 

"Even t h o u g h t h i s case is 
solved, there's still a mystery," 
said Dan Gomez, d i rec tor fo r 
Unsolved Mysteries. "How does 
this dog do what he does? He can 
spot bones u n d e r 150 f ee t of 
water. I think that 's a mystery." 

T h a t ' s w h a t Eag le d id in 
Lapeer. While film crews were 
recreating a murder scene, Eagle 
motioned in the water . Divers 

found more human remains. <• 
"I've seen drug dogs, and bomb 

dogs, but Eagle is really some-
thing special," Carroll confessed. 

As for h is par t , Carroll said 
stardom hasn't gone to his head; 

"I didn't mind doing the inter-
view, but I wasn't in my element 
with the re-creations, so I was a 
bit uncomfortable" said Carroll. 
"I'm geared to be a cop." 

Plymouth police officer A1 Cox 
was used as a stand-in, as was 
Paul Schulz of Motor City Ent., 
who owns the production compa-
ny based in Plymouth. 

"When a production company 
comes from out of town, they're 
u n a w a r e w h a t ' s a v a i l a b l e to 
t h e m , " he. s a id . "They h a d a 
crime scene and they needed a 
house wi th a b a s e m e n t to re-
enact the crime, and the exterior 
of a home like the Islam's. That's 
w h e r e I come in , f i n d i n g t h e 
locations." 

Schulz said an effort was made 
to film inside the Islam house; 
however, he was told it wasn ' t 
available. 

The Unsolved Mysteries seg-
ment is expected to be broadcast 
sometime in September. 

Club stages cultural heritage show 

mVersary • 75th Anniversary • 75th Anniversary 

Members of the Asian Pacific American Club at 
the Plymouth Canton Educational Park will host 
their third annual cultural heritage show Friday 
and Saturday in Canton High School's Dubois Lit-
tle Theater at 8415 Canton Center Road. ! 

The show begins at 7 p.m. Tickets are $3 for stu-
dents and $5 for adults. 

This year's theme for the show is "Back from the 
Mountain." According to club officials, some of the 
first generations of Asian Pacific Americans immi-
grated across the Pacific seeking a "Gold Moun-
tain," referring to America, the symbol of freedom 
and opportunity. 

These Asian Pacific Americans faced a new iden-
tity struggle: How do we preserve the traditional 
and embrace the new? Newer generations of Asian 
Pacific Americans have defined themselves as not 
simply "Asian" or "American" but have created a 
whole new experience — the experience of an 
Asian Pacific American. This show allpws the 
members of the Asian Pacific American CJub to go 
"from the mountain" back to some of the - cultural 
aspects of the life that earlier generations experi-
enced in Asia, the club said. 

The APAC members dedicate the show to their 
parents, for "their love and support . They have 
made us who we are, and we thank them for allow-
ing us to explore our ident i fy as Asian Pacific 
Americans and for giving us the opportunity to 
revisit our heritage," a club member said. 

Back from the Mountain will feature traditional 
dances and songs representing Filipino, Chinese, 
Korean and Vietnamese cultures. A fashion shqw 
will display traditional as well as modern forms of 
dress. Guess speakers include Roland Hwang, an 
attorney for the state of Michigan on Friday night 
and Marcella Lee-Kuo, Channel 4 reporter, on Sat-
urday night. 

The la test census figures reported tha t Asian 
Pacific Americans now comprise 9 percent of Can-
ton's population and 4 percent of Plymouth Town-
ship's population. This growth is reflected both in 
Michigan, where Asian Pacific American popula-
tion grew by 71 percent, and across the nation, 
where the Asian Pacific American population has 
increased Joy 43 percent . These f igures do not 
include households t h a t checked more than dtie 
racial category. 
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A.R. Kramer Celebrates 
National Karastan 

Month 
Now is the season for color, dazzle and 
the beauty of Karastan...It's National 
Karastan Month at A. R. Kramer where 
you'll save on carpets for the entire 
home-tough Berbers for the family 
room, elegant textures for the living 
room, or beautiful-but durable cut pile 
carpets for all over. Hurry in soon. It's 
your choice of Karastan carpets, every 
one at a very choice price. 

1 

as a Legend in Flooring 

DUPONT FLOORING CENTER 

42170 Ford Road, Canton, Ml (East of Lilley) 

(734)844-1800 ! 
Mon., Thurs.. Fri. 9:30-9: Tues.. Wed., Sat. 9:30-5:30; Sun. 12-5 

FINE FLOOR COVERINGS SINCE 1925 

15986 Middlebelt Road, Livonia, Ml (between 5 & 6 Mile) 

(734) 522-5300 
Mon., Thurs.', Fri. 9:30-9; Tues., Wed., Sat. 9:30-5:30 

mm 
mm 

111 
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JEWEL SNOWDEN 
Services for Jewel Snowden, 

87, of Canton were held April 24 
at the Schrader-Howell Funeral 
Home with the Rev. Jason Craw-
ford officiating. Burial was at 
Cadillac Memorial Gardens in 
Westland. 

Mrs. Snowden was born Jan. 
14, 1914 in Calhoun, Ky., and 
died April 21 in Wayne. She was 
a painter with the Samsonite 
Chair Company in Ecorse for 15 
years. She later worked for the 
Lear Corporation in Detroit. She 
came to the Canton community 
in 1991 from Wayne. She was a 
member of the Fi rs t Bapt i s t 
Church of Canton, where she 
was a member of the seniors 
group. She loved to sew, do 
ceramics and oil painting. She 
loved being with her grandchil-
dren and great grandchildren. 

She was preceded in death by 
her husband, Lloyd Snowden, in 
1991. 

Survivors include her son, 
Donald (Alice) Snowden of Can-
ton; grandchi ldren, Laura 
(Phillip) North of Canton and 
Allen (Michele) Snowden of Ann 
Arbor; great-grandchildren, Car-
oline and Nicholas North of Can-
ton and A.J. and Alexander 
Snowden of Ann Arbor. 

Memorial contributions may 
be made to the National Kidney 
Foundation of Michigan, 2350 
South Huron Parkway, Ann 
Arbor, MI 48104, the American 
Heart Association of Michigan or 
First Baptist Church of Canton. 

Arrangements made by 
Schrader-Howell Funeral Home. 

MAX L. POWERS 
Services for Max L. Powers, 

87, of Plymouth were held April 
25 at the Schrader-Howell 
Funera l Home with the Rev. 
Deborah Leach officiating. 

Mr. Powers was born April 24, 
1913 in Colon Twp., MI and died 
April 21 in Farmington Hills. He 

was the owner/operator of Peer-
less Gage, Inc. in Livonia. He 
started the business in 1950 in 
Redford and moved the business 
to Livonia in 1967. He also 
owned Suncoast Tool and Gage 
in Clearwater, Fla. He started 
that company in 1982. He came 
to the Plymouth community in 
1978 from Bloomfield Hills. He 
was married for 68 years. He 
was a member of the First Unit-
ed Methodist Church of Ply-
mouth, The Michigan Tooling 
Association, and he was a 
Mason. He loved gardening and 
family gatherings. 

Survivors include his wife, 
Gwendolyn Powers of Plymouth; 
sons, Lloyd Powers of Northville, 
Doyle (Diane) Powers of Ply-
mouth, and Michael (Joanne) 
Powers of Safety Harbor, Fla.; 
five grandchi ldren; and four 
great-grandchildren. 

Memorial contributions may 
be made to the Karmanos Can-
cer Institute. 

Arrangements made by the 
Schrader-Howell Funeral Home. 

ALZIRE DESAILS BURCHI 
Private services were held for 

Alzire Desails Burchi , 89, of 
Orchard Lake, formerly of Livo-
nia, wi th bur ia l a t Parkview 
Memorial Cemetery in Livonia. 

Mrs. Burchi was born April 23, 
1911 in Frontenac, Kan., and 
died April 21 in Commerce 
Township. She was a homemak-
er, married for 65 years. 

She was preceded in death by 
her husband, Roland D. Burchi; 
and daughter, Dewann A. Dud-
ley of Canton. 

Survivors include daughter, 
Donna L. Harr is of Brighton; 
nine grandchi ld ren ; and 16 
great-grandchildren. 

Arrangements were made by 
Thayer-Rock Funeral Home in 
Farmington. 
LAWRENCE W. KEENAN, SR. 

Services were held for 

Lawrence W. Keenan, Sr., 61, of 
West land April 20 at Leahy 
Funeral Home and St. Mary's 
Catholic Church in Troy, N.Y. 

Mr. Keenan was born May 4, 
1939 in Troy, N.Y., and died 
April 17 while visiting family in 
upstate New York. He served in 
the U.S. Coast Guard and Coast 
Guard Reserve. He worked for 
Ford Motor Company for over 30 
years. He retired from the Shel-
don Road Plant in 1998. He was 
a member of the United Auto 
Workers, Emerald Athletic Club, 
the YMCA in Livonia and St. 
Theodore Catholic Church in 
Westland. Mr. Keenan was an 
avid sports fan, biker,, walker, 
and basketball player. He was a 
devoted husband, father , and 
grandfather. 

Survivors include his wife of 
42 years, Ann Keenan of West-
land; sons Lawrence (Jamie) 
Keenan, Jr. of Kinderhook, N.Y., 
David (JoAnne) Keenan of Ball-
s ton Lake, N.Y., and Gregg 
(Linda) Keenan of Troy, N.Y.; 
daugh te r , Karen (Patrick) 
McAuliffe of Canton; grandchil-
dren, Dylan, Meghan, Zachary, 
Sarah, Heather, Kyle, and Katie; 
sister, Patricia (Bob) Smith of 
Troy, N.Y.; and several nieces 
and nephews. 

GERALDINE M. FLECHTNER 
Services for Geraldine M. 

Flechtner, 92, of Livonia, were 
held April 25 at the Schrader-
Howell Funeral Home with the 
Rev. Jennifer M. Saad officiat-
ing. Burial was at Riverside 
Cemetery in Plymouth. 

Mrs. Flechtner was born 
September 8, 1908 in Tiffin, OH, 
and died April 22 in Plymouth. 
She retired from Livonia Public 
Schools in 1973 after 25 years of 
teaching. She came to the Ply-
mouth community in 1985 from 
Westland. She was a member of 
Wes tmins te r Presby te r ian 
Church. She was a life member 

of Alpha Delta Kappa Sorority 
and she was a member of The 
Michigan Education Association 
and The Nat iona l Educat ion 
Association, as well as the Ply-
mouth Elks. She received a 
teaching certificate from Eastern 
Michigan University and a Mas-
ter's Degree from Wayne State 
University. After retirement, she 
enjoyed traveling and spending 
time with family, especially her 
grandchildren. 

Mrs. Flechtner was preceded 
in death by her husband, Byron 
and sister, Elizabeth Phillips. 

Survivors include son, David 
B. (Margaret) Flechtner of Livo-
nia; g randchi ldren , Kar in 
(Michael) Pucciarelli of West-
land, Craig (Lisa) Flechtner of 
Redford, and Kevin Flechtner of 
Livonia; and great-grandchil-
dren , Gavin Pucciarel l i , and 
Sarah Flechtner; and brother-in-
law, Gus Phillips. 

Memorial contributions may 
be made to the National Multi-
ple Sclerosis Society. 

Ar rangemen t s made by 
Schrader-Howell Funeral Home. 

GRACE E. OUIMET 
Services for Grace E. Ouimet, 

87, of Livonia, were held April 
26 at St. Pe ter ' s Evangelical 
Lutheran Church with the Rev. 
Peter M. Berg officiating. Burial 
was at Riverside Cemetery in 
Plymouth. 

Mrs. Ouimet was born Feb. 16, 
1914 in Detroit and died April 22 
in Livonia. She retired from Ara 
Catering at the Ford Motor Com-
pany Transmiss ion P l an t in 
Livonia. She came to the Ply-
mouth community in 1951 from 
Detroit. She was a member of St. 
Peter 's Evangelical Lu the ran 
Church of Plymouth. She loved 
music and dancing, especially 
ballet. She also enjoyed watching 
movies and being with her fami-
ly. She loved watching the 
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to all participants! 
Registration Fees.....$20 (before May 1st) 
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• Alsager Animal Care Center • Solid Gold Jewelers • Ji l l Andra Young Photography 
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Detroit Tigers play. 
She was preceded in death by 

her sister, Dorothy Christiansen. 
Survivors include children, 

William R. (Donna) Ouimet of 
Ga., Thomas C. (Karlene) 
Ouimet of Plymouth, Marjorie 
(Dallas) King of Ohio, Nancy L. 
(David) Charboneau of Canton 
and Larry M. Ouimet of Ohio; 16 
grandchildren; and 19 great-
grandchildren. 

Memorial contributions may 
be sent to the Alzheimer's Dis-
ease Association or to St. Peter's 
Evangelical Lutheran Church. 

Arrangements made by 
Schrader-Howell Funeral Home. 

PATRICK (BUZZ) RAY 
A memorial service for Patrick 

(Buzz) Ray, 42, formerly of Can-
ton, will be held April 28 at L.J. 
Griffin Funeral Home in West-
land. 

Mr. Ray died April 17. P a t 
resided many years in Dearborn 
and Canton before recently mov-
ing to Mooresville, N.C. 

Survivors include his wife, 
Lynn; stepdaughters Amy Nor-
gren of Charleston, S.C., and 
Laura Norgren of Kalamazoo; 
father, William Ray of Belleville; 
sisters Terri Biegas of Dearborn 
and Karen Hancock of North 
Hills, Calif.; father-in-law and 
mother- in-law, Bud and Pa t 
Gignac of Redford; and many 

other family members and spe-
cial friends. 

Memorial contributions may 
be made to Hospice of the 
donor's choice. 

Arrangements made by L.J. 
Griffin Funeral Home. j 

•i 

JAMES BRYAN 
Services for James Bryan werfe 

held at the Voran Funeral Home 
(Allen Park Chapel). ; 

Mr. Bryan was born July 22, 
1920 in Ford City, Pa., and died 
April 13. Mr. Bryan was 
employed by Cadillac Motor Car 
Company from 1950 to 1976. He 
was a member of the Mosle^i 
Temple Shrine (Oriental Band), 
Scottish Rite, and Clearwater 
F&AM. 

Survivors include his wife of 
58 years, Gail Allahouse; son, 
J im (Sue) of Brownstown; 
daughters , Janice Jennings of 
Garden City and Dee (Rich) 
Pyle; nine grandchildren and six 
great-grandchildren; sister Rose 
(Andrew) Krall of West Miffin, 
Pa.; several nieces, nephews and 
cousins. 

A r r a n g e m e n t s hand led by 
Voran F u n e r a l Home (Allen 
Park Chapel). 
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Zero tolerance in schools 
is trying on the patience 

A 6-year-old s tudent was suspended 
from school for passing out some lemon 
cough drops to other students. In another 
school district, a seventh grader was sus-
pended for three days for giving a cough 
drop to a c l a s s m a t e . And in a n o t h e r 
school, a 14-year-old was suspended for 
10 days for handing out some Certs. 

These a re but a few of the incidents 
t h a t h a v e b rough t u n d e r f i re t he so-
called "zero tolerance" school policy in 
place at many, if not all, school districts 
across the country. 

Zero tolerance is a policy that at best 
does little good and at worst subjects stu-
dents, parents and staff to some of the 
most wretched and ridiculous examples 
of discipline in the country. 

Fortunately, none of the local districts 
has shown bad judgment in their han-
dling of zero tolerance — yet. But so long 
as they have such policies, they are risk-
ing embarrassing themselves while tragi-
cally jeopardizing their students' acade-
mic careers. 

Zero tolerance is a deceptively straight-
forward program. In essence, it says that 
no infraction of school policy forbidding 
such things as guns, drugs, disruptive 
behavior, dress code or conduct, however 
minor , wi l l be t o l e r a t e d . S t u d e n t s 
charged wi th such infractions are rou-
tinely suspended and expelled. 

In light of the recefit school shootings, 
few would argue against a zero-tolerance 
view toward guns in school. Guns should 
not be allowed except in those extremely 
troubled districts tha t have to resort to 
having police patrol the halls. 

But dec lar ing the s h a r i n g of cough 
drops as a violation of a school's prohibi-
tion agains t "chemical substances," as 
happened in Colorado Springs in 1997, is 
absurd. 

Increasingly, school distr icts are re-
evaluating the wisdom of zero tolerance. 
In fact, all school districts should re-eval-
uate this principle and discard it in favor 
of a more sensible approach to discipline. 

Zero to lerance in schools is an out-
growth of t he federal d rug policy t h a t 
was created in the early 1980s. At tha t 
time, the federal government began con-
fiscating boats, cars and even bicycles 
owned by persons caught possessing even 
tiny amounts of illegal drugs. This raised 
a growing tide of protest from people who 
lost substantial pieces of property over 
traces of illegal drugs. 

By 1990, t he U.S. Cus toms Service 
dropped its zero tolerance policy. But by 
then two schools districts, Orange Coun-
ty, Calif., and Louisville, Ky., adopted 
their own form of zero tolerance, tailored 
for the schools. 

The distr icts basically told the kids: 
Break any of t h e ru les , and you r i sk 
being thrown out on the street. Period. 

Soon, school boards across the country 
were adopt ing zero tolerance policies, 
which became educationally fashionable. 
But, as wi th many simple solutions to 
complicated problems, zero tolerance has 

• Zero tolerance is a decep-
tively straight-forward pro-
gram. In essence, it says that 
no infraction of school policy 
forbidding such things as 
guns, drugs, disruptive behav-
ior, dress code or conduct, 
however minor, will be toler-
ated. Students charged with 
such infractions are routinely 
suspended and expelled. 

proven to be wrong. 
There are numerous stories — even 

entire Web sites on the Internet — devot-
ed to zero tolerance horror s tor ies in 
which school administrations have seem-
ingly gone mad, crushing students and 
staff alike for the slightest infraction of 
school rules. 

Proponents of zero tolerance can point 
to the recent school shootings as support 
that the policies are needed. But in fact, 
the numbers don't support the emotional 
argument. The National Center for Edu-
cation Statistics in Washington, D.C., for 
example, rated student tardiness as the 
most serious discipline issue reported by 
school p r inc ipa l s in 1996-97. Absen-
teeism followed, along with fighting and 
use of tobacco. According to the NESC, 
violent crimes occurred at a r a te of 53 
incidents per 100,000 students. 

Only 2 percent of principals reported 
gun possess ion and sale of d rugs on 
school grounds as a serious issue. These 
are not to be minimized, nor is a single 
shooting less of a tragedy because it is a 
rare incident, considering the thousands 
of school bui ldings across t h e na t ion 
where no one has ever been shot. But in 
reality, as horrific as school shootings 
are, they occur rarely. 

Other factors come into play as well. 
The Department of Education Office for 
Civil Rights surveyed 3,000 school dis-
tricts and found that African-American 
students consistently are suspended at a 
r a te higher t h a n other s tuden t s . And 
then there is the question of what hap-
pens to students who are expelled. Most 
end up on the streets, where they can 
become a larger problem. 

The numbers — and simple logic — 
should br ing into focus t he fac t t h a t 
every case of student discipline needs to 
be treated on an individual basis with its 
own specific circumstances to consider. 

Some school boards — just i f iably -r-
have brought heaps of scorn upon them-
selves for such wrong-headed rulings as 
the suspension of a 6-year-old who was 
charged with "sexual ha rassment" for 
kissing a classmate. 

Let common sense — not zero tolerance 
— prevail. 

Intelligent design 
Talk about folly! On Thursday, March 

29, Phil Power wrote an editorial discred-
iting state Rep. Robert Gosselin, R-Troy, 
and his efforts to amend the science stan-
dards in the state model school code. 

As someone who is supposedly interest-
ed in disseminating t ruth in the public 
media and education, Mr. Power is woe-
fully off course in publicly condemning a 
legitimate scientific theory and encourag-
ing others to join in. 

Intelligent design has always been a 
credible scientific theory. This theory is 
finally Receiving the respect it deserves 
in the scjpntific community. 

The theory of evolution, however, is 
currently being challenged by many sci-
entists. Two powerful arguments against 
it are probability and irreducible com-
plexity. The scope of this letter can allow 
only the briefest of explanations, but for 
those who seriously desire to pursue the 
t ruth about the origins of the universe, 
there are many good books including 
Darwin's Black Box by Michael Behe. 

Probability argues against the theory 
of evolution. Since astronomers have 
determined that the universe is has a 
finite age, there simply has not been 
enough time for all the necessary muta-
tions to have occurred. Scientists calcu-
lated the length of tirrie required for the 

average random genetic mutation to take 
place. Then, they multiplied it by the 
number of mutations necessary to 
acquire some high level life form. 

Even with the most conservative num-
bers, the mathematical probability that 
humans could have evolved by random 
mutation is a statistical impossibility. 
The argument of irreducible complexity 
from microbiology argues convincingly 
that cells, organs and biological systems 
cannot have been created by the process 
of evolution. They cannot have been 
formed one mutation, or genetic change, 
at a time. If even one part of the whole is 
missing or different, the entire thing can-
not function in any capacity and no evo-
lutionary path could, therefore, have led 
to it. 

There are many other serious problems 
with the theory of evolution, such as the 
apparent extreme proliferation of com-
plex species in fossil form in the Cambri-
an era, and the question of how life can 
evolve from nonliving substances a t all. 

This is why evolution remains a theory, 
which by definition, is unproven. It 
should be presented along with other 
competing scientific theories of our ori-
gins, such as the plausible and elegant 
one of intelligent design. 

Holly Giannola 
Farmington 
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Thank you 
On behalf of the Friends of the 

Library, we would like to thank the 
Observer newspapers for sponsoring 
our successful Book and Author Lun-
cheon with Brian Lewis of Sleeping 
Bear Press, Chelsea, Mich. 

This cooperative effort with Canton, 
Northville, Novi and Plymouth 
Friends celebrated National Library 
Week. We appreciate the Observers 
supporting our event and placing 
importance on reading, literacy, 
libraries and the community. 

In the age of big business and com-
puters, it's important to remember 
how vital our libraries are to our com-
munities. 

Judy Morgan 
Friends of Plymouth Library 

• Ruling troubling 
I am disappointed in the recent rul-

ing by U.S. District Judge Bernard 
Friedman against the University of 
Michigan's Law School admissions pol-
icy. What Judge Friedman seems to be 
saying is that a well-intended effort to 
remedy past societal and educational 
discrimination is insufficient unless 
particular acts of discrimination 
against specific individuals are being 
remedied by the law school's policy. 

Unfortunately an unintended conse-
quence of the ruling, if upheld, likely 
will be another future court scenario 
that drags the law school back into 
court when a specific minority student 
is not admitted, sues, wins, and the 
court rules that a well-balanced 
admissions policy (similar to the cur-
rent one) should be implemented. 

When major Fortune 500 corpora-
tions submitted amicus briefs in sup-
port of the law school's position, they 
were arguing from a similar position, 
i.e., past discrimination is wrong; cul-
tural diversity is a business asset and 
important for employees and cus-
tomers; therefore, including cultural 
diversity as one criteria with regard to 
either a pool of qualified employees or 
vendors is a rational road upon which 
to proceed? 

This common sense reasoning is why 
the business community is making 
much more progress than the criminal 
justice system in developing an inclu-
sive society. For example, if one exam-
ines the criminal justice system, profil-
ing and warehousing of prisoners (a 
disproportionate number of whom are 
cultural minorities) are major prob-
lems. Clearly, with regard to those 
issues, the state does have a com-
pelling state interest - and would ben-
efit from a more diverse pool of candi-
dates for judgeships and other legal 
positions. Currently, most criminal 
justice institutions reflect primarily 
the white community and show little 
representation from communities of 
color. 

Judge Friedman, despite the ruling, 
did have one excellent suggestion: 
reducing the reliance on LSAT scores, 
which research has shown are not a 
reliable predictor of either law student 
or law graduate success. The primary 
message, however, in this federal court 
decision is that diversity among stu-
dent populations is not important and 
can be ignored as a major educational 
objective. 

I hope that a better-reasoned and 
more thoughtful ruling will occur dur-
ing the appeal process. Unless diversi-
ty initiatives such as the law school's 
admissions procedure are accepted, 
institutions will never become inclu-

sive. 
Our institutions and communities 

need to mirror more closely, not just 
some of us, but all of America's people. 

Rev. Dan H. Krichbaum 
executive director 

National Conference for 
Community and Justice 

• Give peace a chance 
In writing, my hope is that we will 

all unite in taking action to bring 
peace to our communities. I, like you, 
have seen the effects of a world at 
unrest. We have seen wars, hatred 
and much death. This death is not 
only upon foreign lands, but also right 
in our schools and homes. On April 
20,1999, the tragedy of Columbine 
High School occurred. On March 6, 
2001, almost two years later, we had 
another horror in a school in Santee, 
Calif. This shows that we have done 
nothing to change the hearts and 
minds of the students to make sure 
this does not occur again. Unless we 
get to the cause of these tragedies, 
unless we stop trying to put a Band-
Aid on the symptoms of a sick society, 
we will continue to mourn without 
hope of change. My hope is that you 
will see there is a "Peaceful Solution" 
and a positive way to change the way 
our society is heading. 

On Feb. 23-25 the Third Global Con-
ference on Peace was hosted by The 
House of Yahweh in Abilene, Texas. It 
was co-convened by Dr. Yisrayl 
Hawkins, from Abilene and Dr. Orye-
ma Johnson from Canada. There were 
16 countries represented there, includ-
ing men and women from China, Rus-
sia, Israel and Nigeria. Representa-
tives from various peace organizations 
across the United States were also in 
attendance. 

Though the people came from many 
nations, the problems all stemmed 
from the same cause: a lack of educa-
tion in the laws of moral principles. It 
was agreed upon by all, that with 
proper education, starting at a very 
young age, all forms of the negative 
effects that we see in modern day soci-
ety would be eliminated. "The only 
way to stop hate and killing is through 
education, taught through the laws in 
the Peaceful Solution," said the repre-
sentative from Israel. The representa-
tive from Armenia totally agreed with 
this statement. These two men have 
seen the devastating effects of their 
countries at war, because only war is 
taught there. Now they will be taking 
back with them hope, through the 
teaching of the Peaceful Solution. 

What is the Peaceful Solution? The 
Peaceful Solution is a set of moral 
principles that can be taught to all 
people. Everyone who is taught and 
practices The Peaceful Solution will 
greatly benefit from these principles. 

I urge you to obtain and consider 
this information. Free samples of this 
program are being offered. To receive 
your free copy, call (888) 613-9494, or 
write to The Peaceful Solution, P.O. 
Box 2442, Abilene, Texas 79604; or e-
mail: info@peacefulsolution.coni and 
request the Peaceful Solution program 
which was offered at the Third Global 
conference on Peace in Abilene, Texas. 

You have the opportunity and the 
responsibility to do something to make 
a change. 

Adrianne Roden 
Canton 

Tragic mistake? 

•4. 

it 

The fact that Russia presently has 
an inventory of 6,000 nuclear war- . 
heads on 2,300 missiles, thanks to our ^. 
aid, still poses a definitive threat but • 
worse than tha t is the armament and j 
personnel being maintained and 
increased by China. V 

It presently maintains the world's ' * 
largest standing army with 2.5 million 
troops under arms. It has a Navy with 
260,000 sailors, 60 conventional subs, 
six nuclear submarines and a surface 
fleet of 40 frigates, and 20 destroyers, 
all of which carry anti-ship cruise mis- ' 
siles. ' ; 

Keep in mind that those missiles 
were useless a few years ago. They 
could shoot them into the air at any 
time and they never knew where the 
missiles would land. Today, they have 
the technology to pinpoint their tar-
gets accurately thanks to having unde-
niably purchased the technology from 
Bill Clinton and the National Democ-
ratic Party. 

In addition, China has 50 amphibi-
ous landing ships and a massive ship-
building program. Its air force has 
5,300 combat aircraft, 650 transport 
aircraft and more than 400,000 per- : 
sonnel. With the additional aid of U.S. 
technology this despotic nation has ; 
built 18 silos for CSS-4 ICBMs capable 
presently of hitting the United States. 
Is it any wonder that its sabers are ^ 
rattl ing with increasing frequency? In J; 
the last 20 years China has steadfastly ' 
maintained tha t the United States is 
its enemy. > 

Throughout history it has been ade- 0(1'; 
quately depicted tha t a nation could 0^ 
ensure peace through strength. The J, 
last president to prove this was Ronald •; 
Reagan. Now with all that is going on • 
and with Russia arming the rogue 
nations, our congressmen are spen 
precious time in the hallowed cham-
bers of the House and Senate and 
arguing over McCain-Feingold and 
how best to spend our money for their 
individual re-elections. 

You figure. Only those who have 
lived through the era of Pearl Harbor ®fj: 
can fully appreciate the enormity of 
this tragic lapse in the defense of our 
country. 

George M. Haddad 
Farmington 

Share your opinions 
We welcome your letters to the 
editor. Please include your name, 
address and phone number for 
verif ication. We ask that your letters 
be 400 words or less. We may edit 
for clarity, space and content. 

Mail: 

Letters to the Editor 
Tedd Schneider 
Canton Observer 
794 South Main 
Plymouth, MI 48170 

E-Mail: 

tschneSder@oe.homecomm.net 
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734-459-4224 
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Archer's accomplishment 
was to end city-suburb feud 

Phil Power 

A lot of newsprint got consumed last week in 
printing all the commentary — most of it "on the 
one'hand, on the other" variety — that followed 
Detroit Mayor Dennis Archer's surprise decision 
not-to run for a third term. 

©n the plus side, Archer contributed substan-
tially to economic development in his city. Comer-
icaPark, Ford Field, the casinos (love 'em or hate 

'em), and the 
Campus Martius 
redevelopment 
featuring the 
Compuware 
headquarters 
would not have 
happened with-
out Archer's 
quiet and persua-
sive work with 
the business com-
munity. 

On the minus 
side, there are 
still terrible 
problems in the 
neighborhoods 
and in getting 

the city bureaucracy to function properly. There 
arS still thousands of vacant homes waiting to be 
torn down. The streetlights (not to mention the 
city-owned power plant) don't work all the time. 
Deep-seated problems remain with both the fire 
department and the police. Archer never seemed 
to get around to confronting the powerful and 
entrenched municipal unions, and he had to be 
dragged by Gov. John Engler and the Legislature 
into facing up to the mess in Detroit public 
schools. 

But any fair-minded assessment of Dennis 
Archer's tenure as mayor must begin — and, in 
my view, end — with the reality that his election 
ended the petty and increasingly nasty estrange-
ment between Detroit and the rest of the state 
that was the primary sad legacy of Coleman A. 
Young's too-long term in office. 

It was a terrible time for anybody who believes 
that Michigan simply cannot stand to let its 
largest city float off into the Detroit River. On the 
surface, Young pitted the city against the sub-
urbs; underneath lurked worsening race relations 
and naked racial politics. Repeatedly ignored and 
occasionally insulted, the business community 
basically picked up its briefcase (and checkbook) 
and went home. The news media, initially 
entranced with Young's tough-talking (read: "pro-
fane") style, soon began to ask tough questions 
about how things were really going in Detroit. 

Things were very bad. And nobody could see a 
way out until there was a new mayor. 

When Archer decided to,run for mayor in 1992, 
early on he called Nellie Varner, then my col-
league on the U-M's board of regents, and me. He 
needed expert academic help, he said, in develop-
ing a program for the city. But he couldn't rely on 

the folks at Wayne State, who were probably in 
Coleman Young's pocket. So, he asked, could we 
pull some experts together to help him think 
through Detroit's problems. 

For months, we met every couple of weeks in 
my office in Livonia, ironically at that time one of 
Mayor Young's main targets in the "all-white 
suburbs." 

Watching Archer in those meetings was a reve-
lation. We all knew he was smart, well educated, 
a distinguished lawyer. But he showed us an 
open curiosity, a willingness to learn, a capacity 
to put together seemingly unrelated things into a 
coherent political package. 

When Archer was elected in 1993, most people 

Archer brought hack Detroit back into 
the mainstream of Michigan. 

were enthused. Here was an honest, intelligent, 
well-meaning man with the political skills to sur-
vive a tough election and a stated intention to 
bring the city and the state back together. 

By and large, that's what Dennis Archer has 
accomplished during his eight years in office. 
Sure he can be criticized for not being a detail-
oriented, kick-butt manager, and he can be 
blamed for being unwilling to hire somebody who 
was. His style — fair-minded, even juridical, 
always seeking to build consensus — sometimes 
seemed more well suited to a court or boardroom 
than to the rough-and-tumble politics of a blue 
collar city. 

But these criticisms pale, at least in my mind, 
next to his great achievement — an achievement 
that is necessarily linked to precisely the digni-
fied, well meaning and honest person he is: He 
brought Detroit back into the mainstream of 
Michigan. 

Other succeeding mayors may be tougher man-
agers or better street fighters. Maybe they'll be 
able to face down the unions, restore the neigh-
borhoods, change the nonchalant bureaucratic 
culture. But at least they won't have to figure out 
how to reconnect Detroit with the civil society of 
our state.. 

Dennis Archer is a fine man, a man of integrity 
and good will. As Mayor of Detroit, he performed 
an enormously valuable service to his city and his 
state. And, possibly most of all, he displayed 
uncommonly good judgment in knowing when to 
step down without overstaying his welcome. 

Phil Power is chairman of HomeTown Com-
munications Network Inc., the company that 
owns this newspaper. He welcomes your com-
ments, either by voice mail at (734) 953-2047, 
Ext. 1880, or by e-mail at ppower@ 
homecomm.net 

As a city celebrates 300, we 
can hope for a new tomorrow 

Hugh Gallagher 

Several years ago on a trip to DisneyWorld, we 
caught the act at the comedy club on Paradise 
Island. The MC asked people in the audience 
where they were from. One young woman said 

she was from 
Farmington Hills. 

"What's that 
near?" the MC 
asked. 

"Oh, it's, um, a 
suburb of Ann 
Arbor," she 
replied. 

Quite a stretch. 
But maybe the 
woman felt that 
being linked to 
the athletic 
prowess and acad-
emic pretensions 
of the city on the 
Huron was prefer-
able to being 

linked to the decaying, crime-infested city on the 
Detroit River. Maybe she was part of that grow-
ing group in western Oakland and Wayne coun-
ties who think of downtown Ann Arbor as "Down-
town," and rarely venture into Detroit except for 
a baseball game now and then. 

Her response was not typical, of course. For 
most of us when we're out of Michigan and some-
one asks where we're from, we say, "We're from 
Detroit," meaning not the city but the wider area 
that includes at its hub the city and then the 
towns fanning out in three directions. The stigma 
is a bit less than it was when the woman decided 
to link up with the university town. A new base-
ball park and the Fox Theatre have given the city 
a little boost. The crime rate is down. The mayor 
doesn't snar l -

But, the fundamental divide remains. The 
racial and economic divisions and presumptions 
i are still in place. 

This is a good year to reassess both the city of 
Detroit and the wider region that is identified by 
its name. This year WE celebrate an anniversary. 

In July Detroit celebrates its 300th anniver-
sary. Antoine Laumet de Lamothe Cadillac creat-
ed a settlement on the north shore at the narrows 
of the river connecting what are now Lake St. 
Clair and Lake Erie. That settlement was named 
Tort Ponchartrain du Detroit. From this small 
>eginning an industrial giant would one day rise, 
The Arsenal of Democracy," "The City of Cham-
ions," "Motown." And its story is our story, 

because this celebration marks not just the begin-
ning of the city but of the metro area itself. We 
are an outgrowth of that founding, of that distant 
French outpost. 

The ribbon farms of the French settlers were 
the first "suburban" settlements, away from the 
central fort. And the city has been growing out 
ever since. 

Our suburbs grew in different ways to meet 
changing needs, but each began with settlers who 
first landed in Detroit. Plymouth and Farmington 
began as farm towns. Garden City was created to 
provide affordable housing for young workers. 
Livonia began as a farm community but grew 
into the archetype of the modern suburb, a bed-
room community with an industrial core, as both 
workers and their jobs moved out of the central 
city. 

While we celebrate and chronicle life in the 
suburbs, we also honor the mother city that gave 
birth to these suburbs and with which these sub-
urbs are forever linked. Detroit has a vibrant 
past, famous for its auto industry, its storied 
sports teams, its soulful music. For decades its 
downtown stores were a magnet for city and sub-
urban shoppers alike. Its theaters and nightclubs 
kept things going to the wee hours of the morn-
ing. For many out of towners, Detroit was a "hot" 
place to be. 

Detroit's promise of jobs brought people from 
distant places. My family left the coal mines of 
Pennsylvania to find a brighter future in the auto 
industry. Black and white sharecroppers left fal-
low Southern fields for the same reason. Poles 
and Syrians brought their relatives from the old 
country to share in their prosperity. Detroit was 
a beacon of opportunity, a chance for a new and 
better life. 

We owe it more than a shrug. We need to join 
together in its renewal. 

Detroit has taken severe blows since the devas-
tating riot of 1967. The abandonment of the busi-
ness community and the middle class (black and 
white) have furthered the deterioration. 

But, when the tall ships sail past the RenCen 
this summer, it will be the perfect opportunity to 
rededicate ourselves to rebuilding that once great 
city on the bend in the river. 

Hugh Gallagher is the managing editor of 
the Observer Newspapers. He can be reached 
by phone at (734) 953-2149, e-mail at hgal-
lagher@oe.homecomm.net, by fax at (734) 
591-7279 

Are Americans 
disconnecting 
from neighbors? 

Mike Malott 

The neighborhood I grew up in the 1960s was, 
by today's standards, no great shakes - just rows 
of cracker box houses in northwest Flint. I 
wouldn't buy that house today, or one like it. 

But we knew all the neighbors for half a block 
around. And it wasn't just because I was a kid. My 
parents made several lifelong friends before they 
packed their bags for suburban pastures. 

My wife and I bought our first house in Pontiac 
in the '80s. After living there five years, I'd gotten 
to know only three neighbors. And in my last 
neighborhood, I moved out after nine years with-
out having had so much as a single conversation 
with another resident more extensive than "Hey, 
how are ya." 

Maybe I'm just not a very social guy. But if 
that's true, I've got a lot of company. 

"That's not unusual," said Mariam Noland, pres-
ident of the Community Foundation for Southeast-
ern Michigan. "A lot of people tell us they have a 
similar experience." 

In fact, Harvard Professor Robert Putnam began 
noticing that Americans are increasingly discon-
necting from their neighbors and communities -
resulting in a "decline in our social capital," as he 
puts it - back in 1995. He wrote an article on the 
declining attendance of bowling leagues across the 
country, despite the fact the sport overall 
appeared to be more popular than ever. Eventual-
ly, he authored a book about the phenomena called 
"Bowling Alone: The Collapse and Revival of 
American Community." 

In it, Putnam concluded from his research that 
Americans spend about 35 percent less time with 
friends than they did 30 years ago. Families have 
dinner together roughly two-thirds as often as 
they used to. Club attendance over the past 30 
years had dropped by almost 60 percent. Further-
more, Americans entertained in their homes only 
about half as often as they used to. 

Why is it happening? It seems to have every-
thing to do with how we live. Instead of residing in 
tightly packed rows of homes, we prefer spacious 
subdivisions so well designed to preserve our pri-
vacy they don't even feature sidewalks. 

"Every 10 minutes of commuting time cuts all 
forms of social involvement by 10 percent," Noland 
said. In a region where almost everybody spends a 
half hour to an hour on the road to get to the office 
each day, that's a substantial cut in the time and 
energy people have to chum with friends. 

Then there's television. "Television is the only 
social activity that actually produces a reduction 

in social capital," Noland contended. 
Things aren't quite as bad as they sound. The 

Community Foundation for Southeastern Michi-
gan pitched in with 36 similar organizations earli-
er this year for a Social Capital Community 
Benchmark Survey of 11 categories of socializing. 

Americans spend about 35 per-
cent less time with friends than 
they did 30 years ago. Families 

have dinner together roughly two-
thirds as often as they used to. 

The seven-county region turned out to have some 
real strengths. In fact, every community included 
in the survey turned out to have strengths. Very 
few fell below the national averages in all 11 cate-
gories. 

Southeast Michigan has strong religious affilia-
tions, ranking three points above the national 
average. The region did well in categories of giving 
and volunteering and involvement in politics. But 
it got its highest scores in membership in groups, 
18 points over the national average, and informal 
socializing, 21 points over. 

One area that surprised Noland was that area 
residents spend more time than the average 
socializing with their colleagues from work, a 
trend she believes will help to reduce workplace 
violence. 

The survey, Noland explained, will serve as the 
benchmark against which future studies are com-
pared. There are plans to continue to the survey in 
future years to track any improvements or 
declines. 

And the Community Foundation will also be 
looking for programs it can sponsor to "invest* in 
social capital. The foundation supports nonprofit 
organizations through grants, so it will seek pro-
grams that can increase socializing in the region. 

Of course, we can all contribute, even without 
money. Pick up a phone, or have friends over for a 
chat. It turns out that it's your civic duty. 

Mike Malott reports on the local implications 
of state and regional events. He can be 
reached by phone at (248) 634-8219 or by e-
mail at mmalott@ homecomm. net 

TORO. TOW "2-Year GTS8 Engine Promise" 
GTS® engines are guaranteed to start on the first or second 
pull for 2 years or TORO® will fix it...FREE! 

W A R R A N T Y 2-Year GTS® 
Warranty 

* Mtg suggested special price. Subject to dealer option. 

Why buy anywhere else? 

This TORO® self-propelled lawnmower 
Includes bag kit & side dicharge chute 

Allows easy (no tool) conversion from mulching to 
side discharge to rear bagging whenever you wish. 

• 6hp 4-cycle engine 

• Includes bag kit. 

• Includes side discharge chute 

• Self-propel drive system 

• TORO® Recycler cutting technology 

• Adjustable folding handle 

• 21" steel deck 

• 6 position height of cut 
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Knowledgeable Sales Staff, Competitive Prices, Equipment Set-Ups, Trained Service Technicians, 
Complete Product Selection, Available Pick-Up & Delivery, Original Replacement Parts. 

AUBURN HILLS/OXFORD 
King Bros. 
2391 Pontiac Rd.-Auburn Hills 
1060 S. Lapeer Rd.-Oxford 

BELLEVILLE 
All Seasons Landscaping Co. 
6124 Belleville Rd. 

BRIGHTON/LIVONIA 
H & R Power Equipment 
5973 Meridian-Brighton 
27430 Joy Rd.-Llvonia 

CLINTON TWP/ 
M ARYS Vi LLE/WATE R FO R D 
Quality Lawn & Power Sports 
22250 Hal! Rd.-Clinton fwp. 
2880 Graitot-Marysville 
5395 Dixie Hwy.-Waterford 

COMMERCE TWP. 
Wheels & Blades 
8055 Commerce 

DEARBORN 
Chase Road Hardware 
5918 Chae Rd. 

DETROIT _ 
AAA Lawnmower 
15042 Schaefer Rd. 

DETROIT 
Haigs Mower Service 
2404 Woodward Ave. 

FARMINGTON HILLS 
United Mower 
28619 Grand River 

FARMINGTON HILLS 
Weingartz 
39050 Grand River 

GARDEN CITY 
Town-n-County Hardware 
27740 Ford Rd. 

LIVONIA 
Commercial Lawnmower Inc. 
32098 Plymouth Rd. 

LIVONIA 
Wrighfs Hardware 
29150 W. 5 Mile Rd. 

NORTHVILLE 
Marks Outdoor Power 
Equipment 
16959 Northville Rd. 

PLYMOUTH 
Saxtons Garden Center Inc. 
567 W. Ann Arbor Trail 

REDFORD 
George's Lawn Mower Sales 
26118PlymouthRd. 

RIVERVIEW 
Riverview Lawn & 
Snow Equipment 
18639 Fort St. 

ROCHESTER HILLS 
Rochester Lawn Equipment 
94 W.Auburn Rd. 

ROYAL OAK 
Billings Feed Store 
715 S. Main 

SOUTH FIELD 
Mr. Mower otSouthfield 
28783 Greenfield 

TROY 
Trevarrow Ace Hardware 
97 W. Long Lake Rd. 

UTICA 
Weingartz 
46061 Van Dyke 

WESTLAND 
Daves Engine & Mower 
8513 Inkster Rd. 

WESTLAND 
Wayne Lawn & Garden 
Center 
2103 S. Wayne Rd. 

WYANDOTTE 
Hood's Do It Center 
1844 Ford Ave. (Northline) 

* Prices may vary by dealer www.toro.com When you want It right® | 

mailto:lagher@oe.homecomm.net
http://www.toro.com


The Observer & Eccentric/ THURSDAY, APRIL 2 6 , 2 0 0 1 

Patterson proposes sewer upgrade bonds 
BY MIKE MALOTT 

HOMETOWN NEWS SERVICE 

m m a l o t t @ h o m e c o m m . n e t 

"I picked a n u m b e r for th i s 
bond that is staggeringly large, 
but if you look at the numbers of 
what it will take to fix this prob-
lem, it may not be staggeringly 
large enough," said s ta te Rep. 
Bruce Patterson, R-Canton. 

He has introduced legislation, 
House Bill 4625, to issue general 
obligation bonds worth $1 billion 
for upgrading municipal sewer 
systems across the s ta te in the 
hopes of eliminating overflows. 

But estimates for what is need 
go much higher, he pointed out. 
In t h e s o u t h e a s t Mich igan 

'This is a legacy item. This is something that we 
could do for our grandchildren, something that 
would still be here long after I'm gone.' 

Rep. Bruce Patterson 
R-Canton 

reg ion , r e p a i r s necessary to 
sewer lines and plants have been 
estimated at a cost of $13 billion 
to $15 bill ion. Statewide, t he 
numbers may get closer to $50 
billion. 

If approved by the Legislature, 
the $1 billion bond issue would 
go on t h e ba l lo t in 2002 for 

approval by voters. If they too 
give a go-ahead, the state would 
issue bonds, essentially taking a 
loan, to make funds available to 
municipalities. The money could 
be handed out as grants, aid or 
loans to be paid back to the state 
at low interest rates. 

For the bond, Pat terson said 

the s ta te can get interest rates 
as low as 4.5 percent. "That's not 
bad," he said. Over the 40 year 
life of the bond, the state would 
have to pay some $667 million in 
interest. 

"This is a legacy item. This is 
something tha t we could do for 
our grandchi ldren , something 
t h a t would s t i l l be he r e long 
after I'm gone," Patterson said. 

He said he is proposing the 
bond in conjunction with a pro-
posal already under considera-
tion in the Senate to make $25 
million available each year, for 5 
years, from the state's rainy day 
fund for sewer upgrades. Pro-
posed by Sen. Ken Sikkema, R-
Grandville, the bill would make 

money available to match federal 
grants for sewer work. 

After s t a te regula tors found 
extensive problems wi th sewer 
overflows in Macomb Coun ty 
last year, they surveyed commu-
nities to find out how many had 
experience sewer overflows in 
the past five years. An overflow 
occurs in a sani tary sewer sys-
tem was wastewater overwhelms 
sewer lines or t reatment plants 
and r e s u l t in a r e l e a s e of 
untreated sewage into rivers or 
streams. 

In t h e su rvey , Mich igan 
Depar tment of Envi ronmenta l 
Quality learned more t h a n 200 
communit ies had experienced 
previously unknown sewer over-
flows during-that time. 

I 
Rep. Bruce Patterson 
Canton 

iR-

House proposes to simplify Michigan tax filing process 
.1 I J _ i- i. _ i V n ^ n n ft 1 / /S A Y1 

BY MIKE MALOTT 
HOMETOWN NEWS SERVICE 
m m a l o t t @ h o m e c o m m . n e t 

Tax cutting may be seen as a 
rich man's game, bu t those a t 
lower income levels a re more 
likely to be the ones who overpay 
because of missed deduct ions 
and credits, according to Michi-
gan House Tax Pol icy C h a i r 
Nancy Cassis, R-Novi. 

"The complexity of filling out 
state and federal tax forms has a 
tendency to produce inequity," 
she explained. "Those with the 

• means can get more understand-
. ing of their deductions by seek-
' ing outside help. Residents with 

less m e a n s m i g h t no t t a k e 
• advantage of the i r due deduc-

tions and end up overpaying." 
Cas s i s r e c e n t l y a s s i g n e d a 

f ive-member subcommi t t ee to 
the task of studying the state's 
tax filing process and coming up 
with recommendations this Octo-

ber for simplification. 
The subcommittee, chaired by 

Rep. Steve Vear , R-Hillsdale, 
will hold hear ings in Lansing 
throughout the summer to take 
input from citizens, professional 
tax-preparers and accountants, 
as well as t h e s t a t e ' s own 
D e p a r t m e n t of T rea su ry , al l 
aimed at making it easier to fill 
out tax forms. Also on the com-
m i t t e e a r e Reps. Randy 
Richa rdv i l l e , R-Monroe, Bob 
Brown, D-Dearborn Heigh t s , 
Leon Drole t , D-Macomb, and 
Paul Wojno, D-Warren. 

The s u b c o m m i t t e e is also 
assigned to the job of eliminating 
dupl ica t ion , combining forms 
and making increasing use of e-
filing, tele-filing and fax filing. 

"As an accountant who helps 
prepare tax re turns , I am well 
aware of the complexity of figur-
ing out income taxes. It 's j u s t 
wrong," Vear said. "As the old 

saying goes, 'There's nothing cer-
ta in but dea th and taxes. ' We 
can't do anyth ing about dea th 
but we can and must make sure 
our tax system is fair and easy to 
understand." 

Mich igan t a x f o r m s m i g h t 
already seem simple compared 
to those used by the federal gov-
ernment, but that is not true of 
all state taxes, Cassis said. 

"The S ingle B u s i n e s s Tax 
almost always requires the busi-
nessperson to have to hire some-
one else to fill out those forms," 
she said. 

And even s t a t e income t a x 
forms are not as simple as they 
could or should be, she said. "We 
had a goal of putting everything 
on a post card t h a t you could 
mail back, but we didn' t quite 
make that," she said of an earli-
er effort at tax simplification. 

Cass i s sa id a r e c e n t p a p e r 
studying federal tax filings sup-

ports her position that it is those 
a t the lower income levels that 
most often miss their deductions 
and credits and wind up over-
paying on their taxes. 

Of course, that would suggest 
the tax simplification task force 
could end up cu t t ing t ax rev-

enues to t he s t a t e to some 
degree, but how much is not yet 
known. Sti l l , Cass i s sa id t h e 
potential for a revenue cut won't 
slow down her push for simplifi-
cation, even if the economy does 
moderate or go into a recession. 

"Absolutely not," she said. "It's 

a m a t t e r of f a i r n e s s . People 
should only pay as much as they 
owe. Besides, when an individu-
al can keep some money in his 
wallet and not have to send it off 
to Lansing, they can use it arid 
spend it in ways tha t boost the 
economy." 

Work begins 
on Haggerty 
construction 

H a g g e r t y Road was closed 
Tuesday between Hines Drive 
and Plymouth Road in Plymouth 
Township for road and bridge 
reconstruction. The start date on I 
t h i s one ha s k i n d of bounced 
a round because of a p rob lem 
with availability of material for ! 
the new bridge. 

This Wayne Coun ty pro jec t 
should last un t i l ear ly or mid 
August, depending on weather, 
etc. The posted detour will be 
via Lilley to the west, accessible 
v ia P l y m o u t h Road f rom t h e 
north or Ann Arbor Road to the 
south. 

The construction crew will be 
raising the elevation of the road 
at t h e bo t tom of t h e h i l l to 
r educe the c u r r e n t l y s t eep 
incline. This should make travel 
there much safer, especially in 
the winter. 

The new road will be a two-
l ane steel re inforced concrete 
p a v e m e n t bu i l t to l a s t 30-35 
y e a r s . The b r i d g e over t h e 
Rouge River will be a four-lane 
structure (to anticipate possible 
f u t u r e w i d e n i n g of H a g g e r t y 
Road) and should last at least 50 
years. 

Finally, for anyone who may 
be participating with the March 
of Dimes walk t h i s S a t u r d a y , 
a r rangements a re being made 
with the organizers of the event 
to allow them access to shuttle 
participants down the hill from a 
parking area to the walk site so 
no changes in those plans will be 
necessary. 

Sen. Smith 
will speak at 
UM-D May 6 

S t a t e Sen . A l m a W h e e l e r 
Smith will be the main speaker 
a t the Universi ty of Michigan-
Dearborn commencement cere-
mony on May 6. 

Approximately 800 s tuden t s 
will receive bachelor's and mas-
ter 's degrees a t the ceremony, 
which will be h e l d in Cr i s le r 
Arena on the Ann Arbor campus. 
The ceremony was moved to Ann 
Arbor for this year because the 
F ie ldhouse on t h e D e a r b o r n 

' campus will be undergoing reno-
vations. 

Smith is serv ing he r second 
t e rm in t he Michigan Senate , 
where she r e p r e s e n t s most of 
Washtenaw county, inc luding 
the cities of Ann Arbor and Ypsi-

•^Aanti . 
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Old , drafty, problem w i n d o w s 

need replacing? W e r e here. 

Renewal by Andersen! 
Window replacement from a 

%«,. company you can trust.™ 

Get your old 

windows replaced 

with beautiful, 

new energy-

efficient 

windows f rom 

Renewal by 

Andersen. 

Andersen Corporat ion has 
determined that its products 
bearing the Energy Star* logc 
meet Energy Star guidelines 

•or energy efficiency. 

purchase of 6 
more windows 

Ider Than 
King Tut's 
Tomb. 

REASURES 
ROY/ 
Of H R TOMBS R Q X A L 

M a y 6, 2 0 0 1 February 2 5 

4,500-year-old royal burial sites in 
the Sumerian city-state of Ur (modern Iraq) 

held extraordinary finds, including 
jewelry of gold, silver and semi-precious 

stones from the tomb of Queen Puabi. 

Don't miss this rare chance to see incredibly 
beautiful objects from one of the most 

important archaeological finds of all time! 

Tickets are $8 adults, $5 children, 
DIA members free. 

Price includes an Acoustiguide 
audio tour and museum admission. 

5200 Woodward Avenue • Detroit, MI 48202 
www.dia.org ® (313) 833-8499 

This exhibition has been organized by the 
University of Pennsylvania Museum of Archaeology 

Anthropology and is sponsored by the Pew Charitable Trusts. 

Additional support is provided from the Detroit Edison Foundation. 
Michigan Council for Arts and Cultural Affaire 

and the City of Detroit. 

Promotional support provided by C.A.R.E., 
the Chaldean Federation of America, the Arab-Amencan 

and Chaldean Council, and the American Arab Chamber of Commerce. 
B1041433 
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PRODUCTION NO DOG 

Brooke Andres of Livonia 
(left) and Denise Kowaleski-
Albright of Westland star in 
the Players Guild of Dear-
born production of "A Funny 
Thing Happened on the Way 
to the Forum," 8p.m. at the 
theater, 21730 Madison, 
Dearborn. Tickets $14, call 
(313) 561-TKTS. 

Farmington Hills and Farm-
ington celebrate music, dance 
and visual arts with a free 
festival that continues 
through Sunday, May 6 at 
the Costick Activities Center 
in Farmington Hills. Gala 
opening 6:30p.m. today. 
Tickets $25, $45 a couple. 
Call (248) 473-1857 for reser-
vations, festival information. 

SUNDAY 

\ 

Paper Bag Productions 
announces the return of 
"Snoopy* to the Plymouth 
Masonic Temple, 730 Penni-
man. Lunch served 1 p.m. fol-
lowed by show at 2 p.m. Tick-
ets $8.50 per person, call 
(248) 476-8635 or (810) 344-
7774 for reservations and 
information. 

The worlds of science, jug-
gling, music and comedy 

featuring The Flying 
Karamazov Brothers 
through Sunday, April 29 
at Music Hall Center for 
the Performing Arts, 350 
Madison Ave, in Detroit. 
Tickets $20-$35, call (248) 
645-6666 or (313) 983-
6611. 

t 

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN 
STAFF WRITER 
Ichomin@oe.homecomm.net 

ynthia Lewandowski 
struts across the stage in 
her Little Bo Peep cos-

tume certain that young Kitty 
" Turner won't be able to resist 

STAFF PHOTOS BY PAUL HURSCHMANN 

Specialty act: Toby Booker tries to corral Kitty 
(played by Mandy Pascas of Plymouth) into 
opening the vaudeville show dressed as a dog. 

Flashy footwork: Cynthia Lewandowski (left) shows Mandy 
Pascas a few simple steps for entertaining an audience. 

the call of the stage once she 
hears the applause. 

Lewandowski and the rest 
of the vaudevillians desper-

ately need someone to open the 
show. Maxie, the dog in the 

Mack and Maxie act, has died 
and the vaudevillians are trying 

every trick they know to lure Kitty 
(played by Mandy Pascas of Plymouth) 

into singing and dancing a number even 
though she's never been on stage before. 

Mademoiselle Yvette, played by 
Lewandowski of Canton, will stop at noth-
ing. When the song and dance routine does-
n't work, she pulls a dog suit out of her 
trunk and convinces Kitty to try it on. What 
next? 

Keep 'em guessing 
Only the audience at the Plymouth The-

atre Guild's production of "Vaudeville: A 
Play with Music" will learn if Kitty will or 
won't go on when the show opens Friday, 
May 4 at the Water Tower Theatre in 
Northville. 

Set in Philadelphia in 1919, the play was 
written by Laurence Carr. It premiered at 
The Attic Theater in Detroit in 1986. 

"It's a slice of life of vaudevillian people 
boarding at this time in Kit Turner's 
house," said director Barbara Bloom who 
grew up in Farmington Hills. "There's a 
British singer, an Irish tenor, a Jewish 
straight man in a comedy team, an African 
American song and dance man, each have 
their story. It's just before the roaring 20s 

and women still wore the Gibsons and 
corsets. Vaudeville was one of the few arenas 
where women were equals. 

"If I could have picked an era to be born in 
this was it. You played a week here, a week 
there. There were different circuits you 

might travel on. To play the 
Orpheum in New York was 
saying to the world I made 

Interesting music 
Music director C.J. 

Nodus remembers many of 
the songs from the years he 
worked as a piano player in 
a New York Burlesque 
house. He was 13 and 
recently arrived from the 
Soviet Union. 

"What's interesting about 
the music is that it is not ' 
all recognizable," said 
Nodus of Livonia. 'By the 
Beautiful Sea,' 'Shine on 
Harvest Moon' and 'Hello, 
My Baby,' many genera-
tions will remember these 
but at different times total-
ly obscure songs are 
thrown in that fit the peri-

od. What's interesting with 
each character he tried to 

3 

Hoofln' it: Brian Johnson of Redford plays 
a song and dance man in Vaudeville: A 
Play with Music" 

create a signature piece like 
Yiddish Cowboy.' Many of the 
roots were Yiddish theater from 
the, turn of the century. You have 
to remember the past to under-
stand what you're doing now. 
Vaudeville is the roots of musical 
theater. There are definite lines 
of continuation. Jack Benny, Bob 
Hope, George Burns and Gracie 
Allen were all vaudeville come-
dians. 

"But it's a play as opposed to a 
musical, or a vaudeville show 
with the routines and patter. 
This is the back stage. This is a 
vaudeville house where they 
lived." 

Like Bloom, Barbara Mathers 
loves the era. The Walled Lake 
resident plays Kit Turner, owner 
of the boarding house and moth-
er of 16-year-old Kitty. 

"I love it because it's a period piece," said Mathers 
who's worked with the Rosedale Community Players 
for 23 years. "It can teach us about where theater 
came from. The whole show from beginning to end is 
fun." 

There won't be a dry eye in the place, though, 
when Jim Christianson takes the stage as Mack 
Maxwell. This is only the third production for the 
Livonia resident who's been offstage for 35 years. 

"Mack is in his 60s and of Eastern European 
background," said Christianson. "His dog has been 
his partner for 15 years and he dies in the second 
act. It's the first time I've ever had an emotional 

P l e a s e s e e VAUDEVILLE, B2 

Plymouth 
Theatre Guild 

What: Presents 
"Vaudeville: A Play 
w i t h Music" 
When: 8 p.m. 
Friday-Saturday, 
May 4-5, 11-12 
and 18-19, and 6 
p.m. Sunday, May 
13 
Where: Water 
Tower Theatre on 
the campus of 
Northville 
Psychiatric 
Hospital. 41001 
W. Seven Mile 
Road, west of 
Haggerty 
Tickets: $10, $7 
ages 18 and 
under, call (248) 
349-7110 

MUSICAL 

'Phantom' characters take off masks to talk about show 
BY KEELY WYGONIK 
STAFF WRITER 
kwygonik@oe.homecomm.net 

When Rebecca Pitcher first heard the music 
from "The Phantom of the Opera" she fell in love 
with the Phantom not Raoul. 

"Why is Christine in love with Raoul. I thought 
he was a weenie," said Pitcher, who portrays 
Christine in the touring production of "The Phan-
tom of the Opera" now playing at the Masonic 
Temple Theatre in Detroit. 

To her the Phantom seemed more masculine, 
more romantic. But af ter she saw the show, 
Pitcher saw his dark side and understood why 
Christine falls in love with Raoul. 

She's happy with her leading man. "John Cudia 
who plays Raoul is very attractive, and has a 
beautiful voice," said Pitcher. "He brings a lot of 
energy to the role." 

First impressions 
Talking about first impressions is fun. Can you 

imagine making your living as Christine or the 
Phantom? 

"He's just a nice man to work with," said Pitch-
er recalling the moment the Phantom, portrayed 
by Ted Keegan, grabbed her from behind for a 
hug. "Here he was just wearing shorts and full 

make-up." The man whom 
the audience perceives as 
a myster ious, dark, 
romantic character has a 
real face behind t h a t 
mask. 

"Ted's great," said Pitch-
er. "All the Phantoms I've 
worked with have been 
cool. They're not snotty, 
Broadway people." 

Keegan has portrayed 
the Phantom both on 
Broadway and with the 
tour ing company of 
Andrew Lloyd Webber's 
"The Phantom of the 
Opera." 

"It's a great role to do," 
he said. "He's not just a 

mean person, or just mad. He goes from A to Z. 
You have to play so many emotions. I have a 
great time doing it, I'm having a blast with the 
role." 

"The Phantom of the Opera," based on Gaston 
Leroux's novel "Le Fantome de l'Opera," tells the 

What: "The Phantom of 
the Opera" 
When: Continues 
through Saturday, May 
26. Performances 8 
p.m. Tuesday-Saturday: 
2 p.m. Saturday-
Sunday; 7:30 p.m. 
Sunday; 8 p.m. 
Monday, May 21, and 
1 p.m. Wednesday, 
May 23. 
Where: Masonic 
Temple Theatre, 500 
Temple, Detroit 
Tickets: $16-$68, 
available at the Fisher 
Theatre Box Office, 
Ticketmaster outlets, 
or call (248) 645-6666 

\ 
1 

JOAN MARCUS 

Starring role: Ted Keegan as the Phantom in a 
scene from the national touring company of 
Andrew Lloyd Webber's "The Phantom of the 

Please see PHANTOM, B2 Opera." 

hometownnewspapefs.net Keely Wygonik, Editor 734-953-2105 kwygonik@oe.honiecomnrt.riet 
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Vaudeville from page B1 

scene. My character is complete-
ly broken down. The dog was his 
only companion in life." 

The audience won't be in tears 
for long if David Thompson is 
anything like his character, Tim 
O'Reilly. The 30-something Irish 
tenor will have them in stitches. 

"I like the role because it's not 
a stereotype," said Thompson of 
Fairhaven. "It's a brand new 
character. And it's a simpler but 
harder time but they didn't know 
it because they didn't have cell 
phones back then." 

K e e p i n g t h e n o n s e n s e 
ro l l ing 

Brian Johnson keeps the non-
sense rolling as Jackson Wash-
ington, the African American 
song and dance man. Johnson's 
character is certain he'll make it, 
he'll be able to go legit if he only 
gets a break. Johnson knows 
how he feels. The Redford resi-
dent just finished playing with 
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DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS^ 
From $ 3 . 9 5 I 
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- Some Restrictions Apply -

17.05 

All-You-Can-Eat 
Pasta 

$6.95 
Every Tuesday 

-Spaghetti, Mostacciou, Fettudne 
(with meat sauce or marinara) 

Leather 
Bottle 
Italian 

American 
Bar 8 . Grill 
20300 Farmington Rd. 

(South of 8 Mile) 

LIVONIA 
(248)474-2420 
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BANQUET FACILITIES 
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Meadow Brook 
Theatre 

BOOK AND LYRICS 
BY HOWARD ASHMAN 
MUSIC BY ALAN MENKEN 

RATED PG MAY NOT B£ SUITABLE FOR PRE-TEENS 

O A K L A N D U N I V E R S I T Y ' S 

P R O I E S S I O N A L T H E A T R E 

C O M P A N Y 

A Campy 
Sci-Fi Musical 

A P R 2 5 
THROUGH 

M A Y 2 0 

Ultra-nerd Seymour can't 

connect with lovely 

Audrey until the voracious 

man-eating plant from 

outer space descends on 

Mushnik's Skid Row 

Florists. Doo-wop with 

greasers, rockers and 

demented dentists as 

Seymour feeds his need 

for love - and a jive-talkin' 

giant Venus-flytrap that 

just can't get enough! 

M B T B O X O F F I C E : ( 2 4 8 ) 3 7 7 - 3 3 0 0 

G R O U P S A L E S : ( 2 4 8 ) 3 7 0 - 3 3 1 6 

www.mbthea t re .com 

Made possible by: 
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Phantom from page B1 

'Zingers go back and 
forth. It's what I call a 
groaner show.' 

Barbara Bloom 
Director 

Wild Swan Theatre in "Along the 
Tracks." He has also acted with 
Detroit Repertory Theatre. 

"He's one of the better acts," 
said Johnson. "I like that he's 
the underdog. It's a pivotal part. 
He doesn't go on until the final 
act so he's one of the better acts. 
He says things like what went 
wrong with your wedding? The 
marriage." 

Bloom expects a lot of the lines 
to bring out groans in the audi-
ence. 

"Zingers go back and forth. It's 
what I call a groaner show. You 
don't really laugh you just sort of 
groan." 

cs.tacombs of the Paris Opera 
House. He fal ls in love wi th 
Christine, an innocent soprano, 
and nurtures her talent as an 
"Angel of Music." Christine falls 
in love wi th Raoul, and the 
Phantom is outraged. 

"The Phantom is a misunder-
stood character," said Keegan. 
"He has his own concept of right 
and wrong, and is never accepted 
by society." 

S o m a n y t h i n g s t o l o v e 
Romance, pyrotechnics, danc-

ing, humanity, magic, spectacle, 
beauty, gorgeous costumes, 

music, there are so many things 
to love about "The Phantom of 
the Opera." 

"There is human i ty in the 
show that touches people," said 
Keegan. "It's very clearly written 
and easy to understand." 

Winner of seven Tony Awards, 
including Best Musical, "The 
Phantom of the Opera" has mes-
merized U.S. audiences since it 
opened in New York on Jan. 26, 
1988. 

"I think it's the mystery of the 
story," said Pitcher. "It's full of 
love, growth, it 's just magical, 
it's a spectacle, people see it, and 

want to be a part of it." 
That's certainly the case for 

Keegan and Pitcher, who both 
saw the play while they were in 
college and decided then that the 
Phantom and Chris t ine were 
roles they wanted to play. 

"It was a dream," said Pitcher. 
"I remember saying, 'Man this 

is a show I would love to do and 
six years later I was doing it,'" 
recalled Keegan. 

"The story itself is amazing; 
you'll fall in love with the char-
acters," said Pitcher. "The Phan-
tom is trying to capture and hold 
Christine. It's kind of like when 

your parents don't want to let go 
of you. Christine is really con-
fused." 

In addition to his work as the 
Phan tom, Keegan recent ly 
recorded a CD "Ted Keegan 
Sings" f ea tu r ing some of h is 
favorite songs, including "Music 
of the Night." To find out more 
about it, v is i t 
www.tedkeegan.com 

"Phantom of the Opera" is 
directed by Harold Prince, and 
p resen ted by The Cameron 
Mackintosh/Really Useful The-
atre Company. 

Enjoy a night out to help Gilda's Club 
BY SHARON DARGAY 
STAFF WRITER 

Gilda's Club, the cancer sup-
port group named after the late 
comedian, Gilda Radner, will 
t rade s tand-up for Motown 
sounds at its annual fund-raiser 
on May 3. 

The club, based in Royal Oak, 
will keep the mood upbeat with 
food, dancing, and music by KGB 
with Karen Harris, from 6:30 
p.m., to 10 p.m., at Andiamo 
Banquet Center, in Warren. 

"We looked at what we had 
done for the last two years and 
felt we wanted to take a differ-
ent approach. The organization 
is young and doesn't want to feel 
locked into any one format," said 
Lisa Barrie, development direc-
tor. 

"We talked about wanting to 
hold a big party, where people 
could come to enjoy good food 
and music. 

Gilda's Big Night Out evolved 
from a comedy fund-raiser start-
ed in 1994 by the la te Alyce 
Faye, a comedian and Farming-
ton resident. 

"It began with Alyce and a 
bunch of vo lunteers , buil t 
around comedy. It morphed into 
the f i r s t Gilda's n ight out in 
1999," Barrie said. 

"When Gilda's Big Night Out 
was created, it was clear it 
would be a special party. It was 
unclear what the format would 
be. It was comedy the first two 
years but we left our selves open 
to discover other kinds of par-
ties." 

T i c k e t s 
Tickets to the event are $150 

and will include food wi th a 
Motown flavor — Coney Island 
hot dogs, s l iders, Greektown 
favorites — as well as canapes 
and Andiamo specialties. 

April is 

Disney 
Bonus 
Month 

at AAA Travel 

"It's an eclectic mix - fun junk 
food and I ta l ian r e s t a u r a n t 
foods. There's an open bar." 

General Motors Corporation is 
sponsoring the event and i ts 
chief Envi ronmenta l Officer 
Denny Minano and his wife, 
Marty, will serve as honorary 
ch&irs 

The club will ra f f le a 2002 
Buick Rendezvous, donated by 
General Motors, dur ing the 
party. Raffle tickets are $100 
each. Six hundred will be sold. 

Gilda's Big Night Out is one of 
two major fund-raisers that gen-
erate revenue for the club's pro-
gram. 

"This is responsible for almost 
a quarter of our budget. Our pro-
gram is free, so all fund-raising 
is geared toward paying the 
bills." 

Cancer patients, their friends 
and family members, may attend 
weekly wellness group sessions, 
monthly networking groups, lec-
tures and workshops, as well as 

social events, such as monthly 
potluck par t i es , for f ree a t 
Gilda's Club. 

"Today we've got pencil draw-
ing, a guided imagery workshop 
and journal workshops," Barrie 
described a programming at the 
club. "It 's also our month ly 
potluck party today. We did a 
Sound of Music party once and 
we all dressed up as nuns. 

"It 's all r a t h e r kooky and 
funny and that is the essence of 
Gilda's House. The idea is to 
laugh through it all. Cancer is 
unfunny." 

Members also come together 
for lectures and classes in more 
serious topics, such as develop-
ments in breast cancer t rea t -
ment. 

Admission t ickets to Gilda's 
Big Night Out and car ra f f le 
tickets are available by calling 
Gilda's Club Metro Detroit a t 
(248) 577-0800. 
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Come Visit Our 
Dream Vacation Show & Sale 

Saturday, April 28, 10 am - 6 pm 
Twelve Oaks Mall 
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Spring is here! And so are exclusive 

savings and benefits on select 

Disney Vacations from AAA Travel! 

^ > All month 

Disneyland, w book a 
Disney resort 

package and receive great savings, spe-

cial deals and more.. . including: 

• Spedal Grandparents Package 

• Magic Moments savings up to 20% 

• Preferred parking 

• Diamond Card savings...plus morel 

For reservations or details on Walt 

Disney World, Disneyland and Disney 

Cruise packages, contact AAA today! 

Special booking incentives 
all month long. 

AAA Travel/Livonia 
37383 W. 6 Mile 

734-462-8000 
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8:30 am - 5:30 pm 
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s6.95 

NOV IN DETROIT! 

% 
PH ANTON. 

vn iilC 

OPERA 
B c B l l S H V A l CONNL-Cr lON 

Stratford ^ o n * e ) X 0 0 S 6 / .„oo 
Festival of Canada mvw s,r'i,forclfesl,vd'01 

w w w . s t r a t f o r d f e s t i v a l . c a 

2801 SEASON 

The Merchant of Venice • Twelfth Nighl • Inherit the Wind • Private Lives • Who's Afraid of Virginia Wooll? 

The Seagul l • Henry V • Henry IV, Part 1 • Falsfa l f (Henry IV, Part 21 • Tempest-Tosl 

WingfieliS on Ice • The Trials ol Ezra Pound • Good Mother • A Robertson Davies Celebration 

CALL (248) 645-6666 
Tickets also on sale at the Fisher Theatre box office, all t i c k e t m a s f & r outlets, 

and on line at: www.tickotmaster.com. GROUPS (20 or more): (313) 871-1132 

ENDS MAY 26 
MASONIC TEMPLE THEATRE, 500 tempi* Avcn ,̂ Oeimd 

http://www.mbtheatre.com
http://www.tedkeegan.com
http://www.askyourneisbbor.com
http://www.aaamich.com
http://www.stratfordfestival.ca
http://www.tickotmaster.com
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i C O M M U N I T Y T H E A T E R 

Trinity House arms itself for battle of the sexes 
BY KEELY WYGONIK 
STAFF WRITER 
kwygonik@oe.homecomm.net 

William Shakespeare's way of 
speaking isn't something you'd 
hear on a street corner, but his 
stories are just as relevant today 
as they were when he wrote 
them. 

Men and women still fall in 
and out of love, play hard to get, 
and parents interfere creating 
madcap chaos. 

Trinity House Theatre is giv-
ing "The Taming of the Shrew" 
Shakespeare's classic tale about 
a battle between the sexes, a 
1960s makeover in a production 
opening this Friday. 

"It's kind of over the top come-
dy," said Scot Martin of Redford 
who portrays Vincentio. "You 
could see Charlie Chaplin doing 
it - it's very physical - it's got 
charm, and it's funny." 

Vincentio is the fa ther who 
goes to visit his son Lucentio and 
finds that his son and servant 
have been up to some trouble. 
Kind of the equivalent of discov-
ering your child had maxed out 
your Visa card. 

"Shakespeare is for everyone," 
said Martin who teaches English 
and history to high schoolers at 
Pearson Education Center in 
Redford. "This is one of those 
plays that ages 12 and up can 
get something out of. It's about 
the way men and women act and 
relate to each other." 

Guy Snyder has been wanting 
to do Shakespeare at Trinity 
House Theat re ever since he 

What: Trinity House Theatre 
p resen ts Wi l l i am Shake-
speare's "The Taming of the 
Shrew" 
When: Friday, April 27 to Sun-
day, May 20. Performances 8 
p.m. Friday-Saturday, 3 p.m. 
Sunday. 
Where: At the theater, 38840 
W. Six Mile Road (between 
Haggerty and 1-275) Livonia 
T ickets: $10 general admis-
sion, discount for groups of 
e ight people or more , cal l 
(734) 464-6302 

made a couple of trips to Eng-
land and saw the Royal Shake-
speare Company in action; 

Can we get actors, overcome a 
natural reluctance to the anti-
quated language? - these were 
some of the questions Snyder, a 
member of the theater's board of 
directors, pondered before sug-
gesting they do "The Taming of 
the Shrew." 

"It's a good first play," he said. 
"It's Shakespeare at his finest in 
terms of entertainment. Come 
for a very good laugh. It's a very 
good farce, a comedic look at the 
marital relationship. We're talk-
ing about the stirrings of femi-
nism. What is the role of mar-
riage - it's a partnership. Love 
within a marriage was a radical 
concept in Elizabethan times." 

Snyder, a Livonia resident, 
assistant directs and portrays 
Gremio, an elderly suitor to one 
of the women in the play. 

Set t ing 
Laura Gumina of Farmington 

Hills is directing, and decided to 
set the play in the 1960s. 

Here's a brief plot summary, 
compliments of the theater. 

Katharina the Shrew matches 
wits with a "mad brained bride-
groom" to create "such a mar-
riage that never was before." 

The feminis t , Kate, has to 
make peace with a real "macho 
guy," Petruchio. "It's a batt le 
royale tha t t r i umphs in a 
"Groovy Kind of Love" as modern 
today as it was in Shakespeare's 
time. 

"It's so much fun," said Gumi-
na about the play. "I did 
research on the Elizabethan era. 
There was an expectation for 
women to be demure, soft-spo-
ken, unseen. Katharina is reject-
ed by her dad because she was so 
self-confident. Her sister Bianca 
is every man's dream. She gig-
gles a lot, plays up to men. 

"If Kate had lived in the 1960s 
she would have been one of 
many young women asking for 
equality, to be taken seriously, 
and be allowed to make her own 
choices. There was a social revo-
lution going on in England when 
Shakespeare wrote this play 
much like the 1960s." 

Gumina likes the bat t le of 
words tha t goes on between 
characters in the play. "It's real-
ly funny, clever," she said. "I 
have good actors, I jus t got 
lucky. They're all young. There's 
a number under 25. They're full 
of mischief and energy." 

f 

f 

Rehears-
ing: Scot 
Martin 
(left to 
right), Joe 
Wisniews-
ki, and 
Mark 
Flanders 
are fea-
tured in 
the Trinity 
House The-
atre pro-
duction of 
"The Tam-
ing of the 
Shrew* 

Don't be turned off by the idea 
of an evening of Shakespeare. 
"The characters are fun, familiar 
to us, we know people like them, 
tha t ' s why they're enduring," 
said Gumina. "There's music 
between every scene tha t fi ts 
well." 

Int imate space 
Trinity is an intimate theater 

space where you'll feel part of 
the action, just the way Shake-
speare intended. 

"When you walk on s tage 
you're almost on top of the audi-

LAST CHANCE 
TO WIN! 

Giveaway 

» IS 
All non-winning tickets from daily drawings are eligible to win; 

O n April 30 at 6:00 p.m., we re holding one final drawing to give away 

all the unclaimed cash that has accumulated during the last three weeks. , j 

spfe If you haven't won yet. this could be your big chance! 

Collect all your tickets, come to MotorCi ty Casino and check your nurribe 

You only have four hours after the drawing to claim your cash. 

m dtq ̂  Citv 
casino 

•t*r& I he Lodge Grand I 

• H i • n i l 
i B s r 

at any 

F U R N I T U R E 
J E W E L R Y 
V I N T A G E 

C L O T H I N G 
R A D I O S 

T V ' S 
C O W B O Y 

F I L M 
P H O T O G R A P H S 

A R T G L A S S 
C H I N A 

S I L V E R 
B R O N Z E S 

C L O C K S 
W A T C H E S 

A R C H I T E C T U R A L 
P A I N T I N G S 
P R I N T A R T 

P O S T E R A R T 
T E X T I L E S 

L A M P S 
A N D B Y F A R 

T H E G R O O V I E S T 
A S S O R T M E N T 

O F R E T R O 
M E M O R A B I L I A 
T O B E F O U N D 

A N Y W H E R E 
O N T H I S 
P L A N E T / 

$1.00 OFF 
G E N E R A L S H O W 

ADMISSION 
w i t h t h i s acl 

(s ing le a d m i s s i o n on l y ) 

ABSOLUTELY 

THE MICHIGAN 

MODERNISM 
E X P O S I T I O N 

ART DECO, ART NOUVEAU, ARTS & CRAFTS, STREAMLINE, 
PRAIRIE SCHOOL, ART MODERNE, INDUSTRIAL DESIGN, 

FOLK ART, FIFTIES, SIXTIES AND MUCH MORE/ 

ril 28th and 29th 
Saturday 11 until 9 SOUTHFIELD CIVIC CENTER 

Sunday 12 until 5 On Evergreen Road @ 101/2 Mile 
Adminlon 18.00 (exit Evergreen south from 1-696) 

ence," said Snyder. "There4s a'V*? 
synergy between the cast and \Z 
the audience. You feel energy:'* 
from the audience. 

"Tr in i ty should be rocking»;j? 
with laughter." 

PLYMOUTH STAMP SHOW 

Michigan's Largest S tamp Show 
April 28-29,2001 

Sat. 10 am*5:30 pm/Sun. 10 am-4 pm 

• APS National Accredited Show 

• 2800 Pages of Stamp Exhibits 

• 40 Dealers from U.S.. & Canada 

• Saturday Stamp Auction 

• Seminars & Society Meetings 

• Junior Program (free stamps) , 

• U.S. and U.N. Post Offices 

• Cachet Covers & Show Cancel 

• Free Admission & Parking 

y a l a Preview April 27 7 
& 101 

io&e B10<0905 

to benefit 
the Detroit Ares Art Deco Society 

hors d'oeuvres, wine & entertainment 
$60 advance. Call 248-562-DECO 

www.antlqnet.com/M&M 

At 

Plymouth Central Middle School 
Church St. at Main St. 
Downtown Plymouth, 

Michigan 

—,;8 

Mich&n Department If you bet more tfian you can afford to 

I T m m Call 1-800-270-7117 for free, 

F o r M o r e I n f o r m a t i o n ; 

1-877-777-0711 
MotorCity Casino and 

MotorCity Logo are trademarks 
of Detroit Entertainment, L.L.C. 
© 2001 Detroit Entertainment, 

•Vn^lllral confidential help. m o t o r c i t y c a s i n o . c o m L L C . All rights reserved. 

MotorCity Casino is a n a f f i l i a te of Mandalay Resor t Group. 
P0F1042368 | 

SPRING TERM 2 0 0 1 
AT THE B I R M I N G H A M BLOOMFIELD 

ART CENTER 

IT'S NOT TOO LATE! 
ART HISTOmirASW; 

- GLASS FROM ANCIENT CRAFT TO CONTEMPORARY ART 
- EXPLORING THE AVANT-GARDE IN MODERN ART 

YOU CALL THAT ART? AN APPROACH TO VIEWING MODERN ART 
- WOMEN IN ART 

STUDIO CLASSES: 

- WELCOME CLASS FOR THE BEGINNER 
- AUTO DESIGN 

- BEADWORK 
- CERAMICS FOR CHILDREN & ADULTS 

- EXPERIMENTAL ACRYLIC 
- FIGURE DRAWING 

- FURNITURE RENOVATION 
- JEWELRY 

- INTRO TO OIL PAINTING 
- PAINTING: PERSONAL VISIONS 

- PHOTOGRAPHY 
- PRINTMAKING 

- SCULPTURE 
- STAINED GLASS 

- TEEN PORTFOLIO PAINTING 

WORKSHOPS: 

- BEGINNING DRAWING & PAINTING EXPLORATION 
ART & MUSIC: SEEING SOUNDS & HEARING VISIONS 

-WRITING PICTURES 

CALL TO REGISTER NOW! 
WWW.BBARTCENTER.ORG 

IRMINGHAM 

ffS • 

mailto:kwygonik@oe.homecomm.net
http://www.antlqnet.com/M&M
http://WWW.BBARTCENTER.ORG


)B4 The Observer & Eccentric/ THURSDAY, A P R I L 2 6 , 2 0 0 1 

A Guide to entertainment in the Metro Detroit area 

THEATER 

CENTURY THEATRE: Mind Games 
continues through July 29, at the 
theater, Detroit. $24.50-$34.50. 
(313) 963-9800 
DETROIT REPERTORY THEATRE: T 
for 2 continues to Sunday, May 20, 
8:30 p.m. Thursday-Saturday, 3 
p.m. Saturday, and 2 p.m. and 7:30 
p.m. Sunday, at the theater. No per-
formances Easter Sunday. (313) 
868-1347 

FISHER THEATRE: Rob Becker's 
Defending the Caveman continues 
to Aprii 29 ($35-$45); "Annie" May 
1-6 ($29-$52), at the theater, 
Detroit. (248) 645-6666 
FOX THEATRE: The gospel stage 
play Listen To Your Woman contin-
ues to Aprii 29, at the theater. 
Showtimes vary. $25-$37.50. 
(313) 983-6611 

GEM THEATRE: The Tropical Pickle 
continues through Aug. 26, at the 
Gem Theatre, Detroit. $24.50-
$36.50. (313) 963-9800 
JEWISH ENSEMBLE THEATRE: 
Horowitz and Mrs. Washington by 
Henry Denker, previews May 9-13; 
opens 7:30 p.m. Sunday, May 13, 
whose May 16-20, May 23-27, May 
30-June 3, June 6-10; 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday-Thursday, and Sunday; 
8 p.m. Saturday, and 2 p.m. 

Sunday. Aaron DeRoy Theatre, 
lower level Jewish Community 
Center, corner of Maple & Drake, 
West Bloomfield. $16-$26. (248) 
-788-2900 or Jetplay@aol.com 
MASONIC TEMPLE THEATRE: The 
Phantom of the Opera continues 
through Saturday, May 26, at the 
theater, Detroit. $16-$68. (248) 
645-6666 

MEADOW BROOK THEATRE: Little 
Shop of Horrors continues to May 
20, at the theater, Rochester. 
Showtimes vary. (248) 377-3300 
LYDIA MENDELSSOHN THEATRE: 
Ping Chong and Benjamin Bagby's 
Edda: Viking Tales of Revenge, Lust 
and Family 8 p.m. Thursday, April 
26, at the theater, Ann Arbor. $25, 
$40. (734) 764-2538 
MUSICAL HALL: The Flying 
Karamazov Brothers L'Universe 
Thursday-Sunday, Aprii 26-29, at 
Music Hail, Detroit. $20-$35. (313) 
963-2366 or (248) 645-6666 
PLANET ANT: The Adding Machine 
by Elmer L. Rice continues through 
April 29; 8 p.m. Thursday-Saturday, 
2 p.m. Sunday, Planet Ant Theatre, 
2357 Caniff, Hamtramck. (313) 
365-4948 

PLOWSHARES THEATRE COMPANY: 
Ma Rainey's Black Bottom April 26 
through May 27, at the Anderson 
Center Theater in Henry Ford 
Museum and Greenfield Village, 
Dearborn. $20. (313) 872-0279 
PURPLE ROSE THEATRE: Presents 
Dennis E. North's Orphan Train: An 
American Melodrama, through June 
16, at the theater in Chelsea. 
Showtimes vary. Tickets $22.50-
$32.50. Cail (734) 433-ROSE 

d i n n e r 
THEATER 

ANGEL FOOD CAFE: Cherubim 
Players present The Great Ypsilanti 
Train Robbery of 1916: An Evening 
of Historical License, an interactive 
comedic dinner theater 5:15 p.m. 
and 8:15 p.m. Friday, May 4, con-
tinues on the first Friday of the 
month through summer, at the 
cafe, Ypsilanti. $44.50, $88 per 
couple, includes choice of three 
entrees: Prime Rib au jus, Basil 
Crusted White Fish or Grilled 
Chicken with Boursin and Shiitake. 
Advance ticket purchase and meal 
selection required. (734) 483-0135 
HARMONIE CLUB: Tony 'n Tina's 
Wedding, the off-Broadway interac-
tive theater production continues 
through April, 7:30 p.m. Thursday-
Friday, 4:30 p.m. and 9 p.m. 
Saturday, and 4:30 p.m. Sunday, at 
the theater, Detroit. $55-$65. 
(313) 961-5211/(248) 645-6666 
MURDER MYSTERY THEATRE: 
Genitti's Hole-ln-The-Wall of 
Northville presents Playing 
Dead...Family Style, at the theater 
through May 21. Tickets include 

• dinner, show, tax and tip for $45 
'per person. Call for showtimes. 
(248) 349-0522 
PONTIAC THEATRE IV: Greater 
Tuna with Steve Cunningham and 
Tom Logan. Dinner, 6:30 p.m., 
dessert, 7:30 p.m., show, 8 p.m., 
April 27 and 28, at All Saints 
Episcopal Church, 171 West Pike, 
in Pontiac. Dinner, dessert and 
show tickets, $30. Dessert only 
and show, $15. (248) 624-3187 or 
(248) 334-4571 for reservations. 
WEST END PRODUCTIONS: Always 
Patsy Cline, 6:30 p.m. Friday, 4 
p.m. Sunday, through May 20, 
Como'S Restaurant, Ferndale. $35, 
dinner and show, (248) 541-1763 

C O M M U N I T Y 
T H E A T E R 

Sil ly science: The worlds of science, juggling, music and comedy collide in 
"L'Universefeaturing The Flying Karamazov Brothers through Sunday, 
April 29, at Music Hall Center for the Performing Arts, 350 Madison Ave., 
Detroit. Performances 7:30 p.m. Thursday, April 26; 8 p.m. FridaySatur-
day, April27-28; 2 p.m. Saturday-Sunday, April 28-29, and 7p.m. Sunday, 
April 29. Tickets $20-$35, call (248) 645-6666 or (313) 983-6611. 

AVON PLAYERS: Fiddler on the Roof 
8 p.m. Friday-Saturday April 27-28, 
May 4-5, 11-12 and 18-19, 8 p.m. 
Thursday, Aprii 10 and 17, and 2 
p.m. Sunday, April 29 and May 6, 
at the playhouse, Rochester Hills. 
$15. (248) 608-9077 
CHAMBER MUSIC AT THE SCARAB 
CLUB: Ghosts of a Paris Past, an 
original melodrama by Randy 
Svendsen, presented by Chamber 
Music at the Scarab Club, 217 
Farnsworth, Detroit, 7 p.m. Sunday, 
April 29. $15, (248) 474-8930 

CLARKSTON VILLAGE PLAYERS: 
Ten Nights in a Barroom 8 p.m. 
Friday-Saturday, May 4-5, 11-12 
and 18-19 ($11), and 7:30 p.m. 
Thursday, May 10 and 17 ($9), at 
the Depot Theater, Clarkston. 
(248) 625-8811 

FARMINGTON PLAYERS: Present 
Stalag 17, the World War II drama 
about a German POW camp 8 p.m. 
Friday-Saturday, through May 19 at 
Barnes & Noble, West Bloomfield. 
$12. (248) 553-2955 

PLAYERS GUILD OF DEARBORN: A 
Funny Thing Happened on the Way 
to the Forum, opens 8 p.m. Friday, 
April 28. Shows 8 p.m. Friday-
Saturday, Aprii 28 to May 19; and 
2:30 p.m. Sunday, May 6, May 13, 
at the theater, Dearborn. $14. 
(313) 561-TKTS 

PLYMOUTH THEATRE GUILD: 
Vaudeville: A Play with Music 8 
p.m. Friday-Saturday, May 4-5, 11-
12 and 18-19, and 6 p.m. Sunday, 
May 13, at the Water Tower 
Theatre on the campus of 
Northville Psychiatric Hospital. 
$10, $7 ages 18 and under. (248) 
349-7110 

RIDGEDALE PLAYERS: Run for Your 
Wife 8 p.m. Friday-Saturday, May 4-
5, 11-12 and 18-19, and 3 p.m. 
Sunday, May 6 and 20. $11, $10 
seniors/students on Sundays, at 
the theater, Troy. (248) 988-7049 

ROSEDALE COMMUNITY PLAYERS: 
Present I Hate Hamlet by Paul 
Rudnick, 8 p.m. Friday-Saturday, 
April 27-28, Upstage Theatre, 
Detroit. $10. Cabaret seating. 
(313) 532-4010. 

TRINITY HOUSE THEATRE: 
Shakespeare's Taming of the Shrew 
opens April 27 and continues to 
May 20, at the theater, Livonia. 
$10. (734) 464-6302 

C O L L E G E 
T H E A T E R 

BONSTELLE THEATRE: The Boy 
Friend Friday-Sunday April 27-29, at 
the theater on the campus of 
Wayne State University, Detroit. 
$10-13, (313) 577-2960 

YOUTH 
PRODUCTIONS 

A MIDSUMMER NIGHT'S DREAM: 
Presented by students from 
Andover High School 7:30 p.m. 
Thursday-Sunday, April 26-29, 
Andover Little Theatre, Long Lake 
and Andover roads. $5, part of the 
proceeds to benefit March of 
Dimes. (248) 645-4679 

PAPER BAG PRODUCTIONS: The 
Wizard of Oz continues to Saturday-
Sunday through April 29, at Ai 
Matta Hall, Dearborn. $8.50. (810) 
344-7774/(248) 476-8635 
MARQUIS THEATRE: Wizard of Oz 
2:30 p.m. Saturday-Sunday, April 
21-22 and 28-29, Northville. $7.50. 
Children under age 3 not admitted. 
(248) 349-8110 

MICHIGAN THEATER: Superfudge, 
the musical adaptation of Judy 
Biume's best-selling book, 1:30 
p.m. Sunday, April 29, at the the-
ater, Ann Arbor. $10. (734) 763-
TKTS 
MOSAIC YOUTH THEATRE: 2001 
Hastings Street May 3-6, at Music 
Hall Center for the Performing 
Arts, Detroit. (313) 963-2366 

PUPPETART: 2 p.m. Saturday, April 
28 premier of new show Oh, Anansi 
based on West African foik tales, 
at the Detroit Puppet Theater, 
Detroit. Show $7, $5 children. 
(313) 961-7777 

YOUTHEATRE: "Footprints on the 
Moon," 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. 
Saturday, April 28; 2 p.m. Sunday, 
April 29, Millennium Theatre 
Centre, 15600 J.L. Hudson Dr., 
Southfield. $8 (advance), $10 
(door), for children age 5 and older. 
(248) 557-PLAY or www.youthe-
atre.com 

S P E C I A L 
E "V E 1ST T S 

ART AUCTION: Live auction preview 
noon Saturday, April 28, silent auc-
tion closes 2:45 p.m., live auction 
conducted by DuMouchelle 
Galleries 3-7 p.m., at the Scarab 
Club, Detroit. (313) 831-1250 

DOLL AND HALLMARK ORNAMENT 
SHOW: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Sunday, 
April 29, at the Livonia Holiday Inn. 
$3, children free. (734) 464-8493 
GREAT LAKES DEPRESSION GLASS 
SHOW & SALE: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Saturday, April 28 and 11 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Sunday, April 29, at the 
United Food and Commercial 
Workers Union Building, Madison 
Heights, $4. (810) 739-4290 

GREAT LAKES INTERNATIONAL 
BANJO CONVENTION: 7 p.m. Friday-
Saturday, April 27-28, Holiday Inn 
Fairlane Center, Dearborn. $5 per 
person. Free concert 2 p.m. 
Saturday-, Aprii 28. Call (734) 282-
6635 
MODEL ENGINEERING SOCIETY 
EXPOSITION: 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
Saturday, April 28, untii 4 p.m. 

Sunday, April 29, hundreds of preci-
sion made models of steam, gas 
and hot air engines, at Yack Arena, 
Wyandotte. $5. (734) 464-6217 

REDFORD THEATRE: Spring Swing 
II featuring swing music of the Big 
Band era by Paul King and the 
Rhythm Society Swing Orchestra 8 
p.m. Saturday, May 5, at the the-
ater, Detroit. $15. (313) 531-4407 

SCARAB CLUB: Chamber Music at 
the Scarab Club presents the meto-. 
drama Ghosts of a Paris Past, 7 
p.m. Sunday, April 29, at the club, 
Detroit. Tickets $15. (248) 474-
8930 

BENEFITS 

BIRMINGHAM OPTIMIST CLUB: 
Hosts silent and live auctions to 
raise funds for Child Abuse and 
Neglect Council of Oakland County 
7-10:30 p.m. Friday, May 4, at the 
Marriott at Centerpoint, Pontiac. 
$50. (248) 332-7173 

A MIDSUMMER NIGHT'S DREAM: 
Presented by students from 
Andover High School 7.:30 p.m. 
Thursday-Saturday, April 26-28, and 
2:30 p.m. Sunday, April 29, in the 
Andover Little Theatre, Long Lake 
and Andover roads. $5, part of the 
proceeds to benefit March of 
Dimes. (248) 645-4679 

SALVATION ARMY CONCERT: The 
Dearborn Heights Citadel presents 
brass band and choral music to 
benefit the work of the Salvation 
Army overseas 6 p.m. Sunday, May 
6, at 26700 W. Warren between 
Beech Daly and Inkster roads. Free 
will offering. (313) 563-4457 

CLASSICAL 

RECITAL: A piano-four-hand recital 
with Lisa Caron and Linda Wotring 
Cuneo, 3 p.m. Sunday, April 29, 
Schoolcraft College, Forum 
Building, Room 530, 18600 
Haggerty, Livonia; and 4 p.m. 
Sunday, May 6, St. Matthew's 
Methodist Church, 30900 W. Six 
Mile, Livonia. Featuring music by 
Mozart, Schubert, Schumann, 
Rachmaninoff, Gershwin, Brahms 
and Dvorak. Complimentary.admis-
sion, refreshments will be served. 

BIRMINGHAM-BLOOMFIELD 
SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA: 7 p.m. 
Sunday, May 6, at Temple Beth El. 
(248) 645-BBS0 

DEARBORN SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA: Peter Soave plays the 
bandoneon music of Astor Piazzolla 
with the orchestra 8 p.m. Friday, 
May 4, at Edsel Ford High School, 
20601 Rotunda, Dearborn. $18, $2 
children. (313) 565-2424 

DETROIT SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA: 
From Russia with Fun featuring 
conductor Gennady 

Rozhdestvensky and his violinist 
son Alexander 8 p.m. Thursday-
Friday, April 26-27, and 8:30 p.m. 
Saturday, April 28, at Orchestra 
Hall, Detroit. $19-$52. (313) 576-
5111; Overtures program for sin-
gles ages 25-45 includes a buffet 
dinner at the Magic Stick in the 
Majestic Center 6 p.m. Friday, 

Aprii 27 followed by 8 p.m. concert 
($45). 
TUESDAY MUSICALE: Presents 
pianist Peter Serkin 4 p.m. Sunday, 
May 6, at the Detroit Institute of 
Arts. $30, $10 students. (248) 
477-1487 

OPERA 

MICHIGAN OPERA THEATRE: 
Giuseppe Verdi's La Traviata, 8 
p.m. April 27-28 and 2 p.m. April 
29, Detroit Opera House, 1526 
Broadway, $18-$98, c$ll box office 
at (313) 237-7565 or Ticketmaster 
at (248) 645-6666. 

C OMMUNITY 
BAND 

FARMINGTON COMMUNITY BAND: 
Step Back in Time concert 3 p.m. 
Sunday, May 6, William. Costic.k 
Center, 11 Mile, east of 
Middiebelt, Farmington Hills. (734) 
261-2202/(248) 489-3412 or 
www.fcbmusic.org 

AUDITIONS/ 
OPPORTUNITIE S 

ALLEYCAT PRODUCTIONS: 
Michigan Developmental 
Production of Paul Bruce's original 
musical drama Madame X. 
Auditions Saturday-Sunday, April 
28-29. Rehearsals and perfor-
mances Tuesday, June 26 and 
Sunday, Aug. 5. Seeking strong 
actor/singers who move well. 
Casting a large range of ages and 
voice types, including a young boy 
age 8-12. These are paid roles. 
More Information including charac-
ter descriptions, crew positions 
and audition requirements at 
www.SeeMadameX.com. Audition 
appointments recommended. (773) 

262-2412 or e-mail 
info@SeeMadameX.com 

BLUES CLUES LIVE: Auditions for a 
little helper for Blue, a walk-on role 
for ages 4-7, noon Wednesday, May 
2, at the Fox Theatre, Detroit 
(313) 983-6611 
COOKIES AND MILK: Auditions for 
volunteers to perform 10-minute 
musical or puppet segments for 
children ages 0-4 and their parent 
or caregiver 11 a.m. Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday, at Cookies 
and Milk Drop-In Play Center, 
Canton. (734) 207-1655 

DETROIT DANCE COLLECTIVE: 
Registration for Summer Camp of 
the Arts now being accepted, ages 
7-11, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday: 

Friday, June 18-July 6, at the 
Huntington Woods Recreation 
Center. (313) 965-3544 
HFCC THEATER: Auditions for Peer 
Gynt 7 p.m. Tuesday, May 8 and 2 
p.m. Wednesday, May 9, in Adray 
Auditorium in the Mackenzie Fine 
Arts Center on the Henry Ford 
Community College campus. 
Rehearsals begin June 25 for per-
formances Aug. 16-26. (313) 845-
9817 

LIVONIA YOUTH CHOIR: Auditions 
for boys and girls (ages 9-13) with 
unchanged voices for the 2001-
2002 school year, must reside in 
Livonia and surrounding communi-
ties, a civic and tuition based orga-
nization, 4:30-6 p.m. Sunday, June 
3 and 6:30-8 p.m. June 4, at Faith 
Lutheran Church, Livonia. 
Rehearsals begin in September and 
run weekly. (734) 425-1749 
MICHIGAN THEATER AND DANCE 
TROUPE: Open auditions by 
appointment on Saturdays at 2 
p.m. only, ages 16 and older. Call 
(248) 552-5001 for audition time. 
$25 non-refundable registration 
fee. 

PLYMOUTH SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA: Holds open auditions 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, April 
28 at Evola Music, 7170 N. 
Haggerty, Canton. Posted positions 
include Principal Oboe, Second and 
Third Trumpet, Second French 
Horn, Third/Utility Clarinet, 

Principal and Assistant Principal 
Viola, and String Section players. 
Substitute musicians are needed 
for all instruments and other open-
ings may be posted as necessary. 
Auditions are by appointment only. 
To arrange audition, call personnel 
William Hulsker at (313) 640-1773 
or send e-mail to wfh@home.com 
PRIME VOCAL JAZZ: Auditions for 
low bass singer, needed for estab-
lished close harmony ensemble per-

forming in Detroit/Ann Arbor area, 
requires strong music reading skills 
and excellent "ear," vocal jazz 
background a plus. (248) 682-
6562 
RENAISSANCE FESTIVAL: 10 a.m. 
Saturday, May 5, on the festival 
site, in Holly. Jugglers, sword fight-
ers, musicians and actors needed. 
Participants don't need to prepare 
anything but should be ready to 
play and stay most of the day. The 
festival runs on weekends, from 
Aug. 18-Sept. 30. It's located off I-
75, exit 106, on Dixie Highway 
between Pontiac and Flint. (800) 
601-4848 
TONY 'N TINA'S WEDDING: Female 
keyboardist/singer needed for 
understudy role in the interactive 
theater show in Detroit's Harmonie 
Theater. Need to read sheet music 
and chord charts for pop/jazz/wed-
ding music. Acting ability a plus. 
Equipment provided. Compensated 
performance. Call for audition 
(248) 388-2700 
VSA ARTS OF MICHIGAN: Is look-
ing for entries for its "Art with a 
View II," a bi-annual exhibit for pro-
fessional artists with disabilities. 
Artists must reside in Michigan, be 
18 years of age or older, and have 
a disability which fails within the 
guidelines of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act. Deadline for entry 
is Monday, April 30. Call (313) 
832-3303 or send e-mail to 
vsami@ic.net. "Art with a View 11" 
will tour throughout Michigan for 
two years. The first opening is tar-
geted for June 2001. The first 
exhibit toured to 10 professional 
and nonprofit galleries, and muse-
ums. Artists will be encouraged to 
attend opening receptions and give 
demonstrations or informative talks 
in their communities., 

POPS/SWING 

BIRD OF PARADISE ORCHESTRA: 9 
p.m. Monday, at the Bird of 
Paradise, Ann Arbor. $7 cover. 
(734) 662-8310 (big band, swing, 
bop) . 
JIM PARAVANTES & COMPANY: 
8:30 p.m. Friday-Saturday through 
June, at Excalibur, Southfield. 
(248) 358-3355 

CHORAL 

CALVIN COLLEGE ALUMNI CHOIR: 
Presents a spring concert, An 
American Sampler, 8 p.m. Friday, 
April 27, at Ward Presbyterian 
Church, Northville. No charge. A 
free will offering will be taken to 
benefit the Southeast Michigan 
Calvin Alumni Chapter scholarship 
fund. (616) 957-6800 
DETROIT ORATORIO SOCIETY: In 
collaboration with the Detroit 
Institute of Arts present Handel's 
opera Acis and Galatea, a timeless 
tale of endless love, sung in 
English, it's ideal for the first time 
opera goer, 8 p.m. Thursday-Friday, 
April 26-27, in Kresge Court at the 
Detroit Institute of Arts. $28. 
(248) 650-2655 
LIVONIA CIVIC CHORUS: "Dial M 4 
Music" is your ticket to fun when 
the chorus present the musical 
comedy 8 p.m. Friday-Saturday, 
May 4-5 at Clarenceville High 
School, Livonia. $10, $8 
seniors/students and available at 
the door. (248) 543-2946 
FARMINGTON COMMUNITY 
CHORUS: "Tune That Name" 
includes performances by the cho-
rus, The Perfect Blend, and Kelly 
Garver Nieto (Miss Michigan 1986) 
on the country fiddle 8 p.m. Friday-
Saturday, May 11-12, at 
Farmington High School, 
Shiawassee, west of Orchard Lake 
Road. $10, $8 seniors/students, 
price at door and Web site $12. 
(248) 788-5322 or www.farming-
tonchorus.com 

FORD CHORUS: The Ford Motor 
Company chorus sings pops, 7:30 
p.m., May 19 and 3 p.m., May 20, 
at Stout Middle School, 18500 
Oakwood, Dearborn. Tickets, $10 . 
adults; $8 seniors and students. 
(313) 323-8173 

ITALIAN SONGS AND ARIAS VOCAL 
COMPETITION: Features 10 final-
ists from Michigan high schools 4 
p.m. Sunday, May 6, at the Italian 
American Cultural and Community 
Center, Warren. $7, $5 
seniors/high school students. 
(734) 455-8895/(810) 751-2855 

LIVONIA CIVIC CHORUS: Perform a 
musical comedy, "Dial M 4 Music," 
8 p.m. Friday-Saturday, May 4-5, at 
Clarenceville High School, Livonia. 
$10, $8 seniors/students. (248) 
542-2946 
LIVONIA YOUTH CHOIR: Perform a 
spring concert 4:30 p.m. Sunday, 
May 6, at Faith Lutheran Church, 
Livonia. No charge. (734) 425-

mailto:Jetplay@aol.com
http://www.fcbmusic.org
http://www.SeeMadameX.com
mailto:info@SeeMadameX.com
mailto:wfh@home.com
mailto:vsami@ic.net
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OAKLAND UNIVERSITY COMMUNI-
TY CHORUS: 8 p.m., Friday, April 
20, in Varner Recitai Hall on the 
university campus, Squirrel at 
Walton Boulevard, Rochester Hills. 
(248)370-2030 
SCHOOLCRAFT COLLEGE 
COMMUNITY CHOIR: In concert 8 
p.m. Saturday, April 28 at St. 
Matthew's United Methodist 
Church of Livonia. Donations will 
be accepted during intermission. 
(248) 349-8175 
UMS CHORAL UNION: Joins with 
the Greater Lansing Symphony 
Orchestra to perform the Berlioz 
"Requiem" 4 p.m. Sunday, Aprii 22, 
at Hill Auditorium, Ann Arbor. $10-
$22. (734) 764-2538 

JAZZ/BLUE S 

JOHNNY BASSETT: 9 .m. Saturday, 
April 28, at the Century Club, 
Detroit. (313) 963-9800 
RON BROOKS TRIO: 9 p.m. Tuesday 
and Thursday, at the Bird of 
Paradise, Ann Arbor. $5 cover. 
(734) 662-8310 
DOUG DEMING & THE BLUE SUIT 
BAND: 9 p.m. Saturday, April 28, at 
Edison's, Birmingham. No cover. 
(248) 645-2150 
PAUL FINKBEINER'S JAM SESSION: 
9 p.m. Sunday, at the Bird of 
Paradise, Ann Arbor. $2 cover. 
(734) 662-8310 
DALE GRISA TRIO: 6-8 p.m. 
Tuesday, at Sweet Lorraine's in the 
Livonia Marriott Hotel. (734) 953-
7480 
LOS GATOS: 9 p.m. Wednesday, at 
the Bird of Paradise, Ann Arbor. $5 
cover. (734) 662-8310 
BRETT LUCAS BAND: 8:30 p.m. 
Thursday, April 26, at Edison's, 
Birmingham. No cover. (248) 645-
2150 

MATT MICHAELS TRIO: 8-11:30 
p.m. Wednesday, at Ron's Fireside 
Inn, 28937 Warren Road (east of 
Middiebeit), Garden City. (734) 
762-7756 
JEANNINE MILLER: 9:30 p.m. (first 
of 3 sets) Friday-Saturday, May 4-5, 
at the Bird of Paradise. $10. (734) 
662-8310 
DAVID "FATHEAD" NEWMAN: 9 
p.m. and 11:30 p.m. Friday-
Saturday, April 27-28, at the Bird 
of Paradise, Ann Arbor. $20. (734) 
662-8310 or at the Web site at 
www.birdofparadise.com 
LARRY NOZERO JAZZ QUINTET: 
Perform 8 p.m. to midnight 
Mondays, at Mitch Housey's Food 
& Spirits, Livonia. (734) 425-5520 
or visit the Web site at www.lar-
rynozero.com 

RJ'S RHYTHM ROCKERS: 9 p.m. 
Friday, April 27, at Edison's, 
Birmingham. No cover. (248) 645-
2150 

F O L K / 
BLUEGRASS 

SLAID CLEAVES/MARY GAUTHIER: 
8 p.m. Tuesday, May 1, at The Ark, 
Ann Arbor. $12.50. (734) 763-
TKTS 
TIM O'BRIEN/DARRELL SCOTT: 8 
p.m. Thursday, May 3, at The Ark, 
Ann Arbor. $17.50. (734) 763-
TKTS 
LEON REDBONE: 8 p.m. Sunday, 
April 29, at The Ark, Ann Arbor. 
$17.50. (734) 763-TKTS 
WEAVERMANIA: 8 p.m. Friday, Aprii 
27, at The Ark, Ann Arbor. $13.50. 
(734) 763-TKTS 

W O R L D 
M U S I C 

SHAMROCK SHORE: 9:30 p.m. 
Friday-Saturday, May 4-5 and 11-
12, at Cowley's Old Village Inn, 
Farmington. (248) 474-5941 (Irish 
folk) 

D A N C E 

ADVANCED CONTRA DANCE: 8 
p.m. Friday, April 27, at the 
Pittsfield Grange, Ann Arbor. $10. 
(734) 665-8863 
JAZZ DANCE THEATRE: 7 p.m. 
Thursday, April 26, at the Power 
Center for the Performing Arts, 
Ann Arbor. $12, $8 
students/seniors. Proceeds to ben-
efit the patients and their families 
at University of Michigan Mott 
Children's Hospital. (734) 995-
4242/(810) 227-3069 
M OON-DUSTERS: Ballroom dancing 
to live bands 8:30-11:30 p.m. 
Saturday, at the Livonia Civic 
Center, 15218 Farmington Road, 
Livonia. $5. (248) 967-1428 . 
U-M BALLROOM DANCE CLUB: 
Dance lesson, 4-10 p.m. Sunday, at 
the Union Ballroom, Ann Arbor. $2. 
(734) 763-6984 

C O M E D Y 

ANN ARBOR COMEDY SHOWCASE: 
Bill Thomas, Thursday-Saturday, 
April 26-28, at the club, Ann Arbor. 
(734) 996-9080 
JOEY'S COMEDY CLUB: Diane Ford 
Thursday-Sunday, May 3-6, at 
Paisano's: at the club, Dearborn. . 
(313) 584-8885 
MARK RIDLEY'S COMEDY 
CASTLE:Kevin Naughton, also 
appearing David Bell Thursday-
Saturday, April 26-28,at the club, 
Royal Oak. (248) 542-9900 
SECOND CITY: Previews for "eBay 
of Pigs" continues at the club, 
Detroit. $15 Thursday and Sunday, 
$20 Friday-Saturday. (313) 965-
2222 

M U S E X J M S 
A N D 

T O X J R S 

HENRY FORD 
MUSEUM/GREENFIELD VILLAGE: 
Spring Farm Days April 26-29 
includes demonstrations of sheep 
shearing and herding by sheep 
dogs; the exhibit "Kids Stuff: Great 
Toys From Our Childhood" contin-
ues to Sept. 16, Imax movies con-
tinue at the museum, Dearborn. 
(313) 271-1620 

L I V E 
M U S I C 

ACDC: Stiff Upper Lip Tour, with 
Slash's Snakepit, 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, May 2, Joe Louis 
Arena, Detroit. $35.25-$45.25. 
(248) 433-1515 (rock) 
AEROSMITH: Just Push Play Tour, 
with Fuel, Friday, July 13, DTE 
Energy Music Theatre, 
Independence Township. $33-
$80.50. Eight ticket limit per per-
son. (248) 645-6666 
AGENTS OF GOOD ROOTS: 8 p.m. 
Sunday, June 3, Magic Bag, 
Ferndale. $15. (248) 544-3030 
ANTI-FUG: With One Man Army, 
Unseen, Jersey, 8 p.m. Friday, May 
4, St. Andrews Hail, Detroit. $10. 
(248) 645-6666 

ASIA: With The Fixx, The Outfield, 
The Motels, Totally 80s' Live Tour, 
7:30 p.m. Wednesday, June 13, 
DTE Energy Music Theatre, 
Independence Township. $18.50-
$27.50. (248) 645-6666 
BACKSTREET BOYS: With Shaggy, 
Krystal, 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, July 
24, The Palace of Auburn Hills. 
$29.50-$49.50. (248) 645-6666. 
BADLY DRAWN BOY: 9 p.m. 
Saturday, April 28, St. Andrews 
Hall, Detroit. $15. (248) 645-6666 
BANTAM ROOSTER & THE 
BELLRAYS: 9 p.m. Saturday, May 5, 
Magic Stick, Detroit. (313) 833-
9700 

JOHNNIE BASSETT AND THE BLUES 
INSURGENTS: 10 p.m. Fridays, 
Center Street Pub, Detroit. (313) 
965-3651 
THE BUCK CROWES AND OASIS: 
"Tour of Brotherly Love" with 
Superhog, 6:30 p.m. Saturday, June 
2, DTE Energy Music Theatre, 
Independence Township. $21.50-
$42.50. (248) 645-6666 
BUNCHE: With Deanna Varagona 
of Lambchop, 9 p.m. Saturday, April 
28, Gold Dollar, Detroit. (313) 833-
6873. 

BLOWTOP: Saturday, April 28, New 
Way Bar, Ferndale. (248) 541-9870 
BLUE RODEO: 8 p.m. Saturday, 
April 28, Majestic Theatre, Detroit. 
18 and older. $15. (313) 961-MELT 
THE BLUES AIRMEN: Saturday, 
April 28, Village Bar, Wayne. $2. 
(734) 729-2360; Thursday-Friday, 
May 3-4, Charlies Too, Wayne. 
(734) 721-3860 
BLUES TRAVELER: 7:30 p.m. 
Monday, May 14, State Theatre, 
Detroit. All ages. $25. (248) 645-
6666 

BOBBY LEWIS AND THE 
CRACKERJACK BAND: Thursday-
Saturday, April 26-28, May 4-6, 10-
12, 17-19, Major Tooley's, 
Northville. 
BON JOVI: 7:30 p.m. Sunday-
Monday, July 15-16, DTE Energy 
Music Theatre, Independence 
Township. $29-$68. (248) 645-
6666 

JONATHA BROOKE: 6:30 p.m. 
Friday, Aprii 27, St. Andrews Hall, 
Detroit. 18 and older. $20. (248) 
645-6666 

BROOKS AND DUNN'S NEON 
CIRCUS AND WILD WEST SHOW: 
Featuring Montgomery Gentry, 
Toby Keith and Keith Urban, with 
Cledus T. Judd, doors open at 3 
p.m. Sunday, July 8, DTE Energy 
Music Theatre, Independence 
Township. $29.50-$49.50. (248) 
645-6666 
THE BROTHERS GROOVE: 10 p.m. 

Mondays, Fifth Avenue Billiards, 
Royal Oak. (248) 542-9922; 10 
p.m. Thursdays, Music Menu, 
Detroit. (313) 964-MENU; 
BILL BRUFORD'S EARTHWORKS: 8 
p.m. Friday, June 1, Magic Bag, 
Ferndale. $22. (248) 544-3030 
BUCK N' THE SYSTEM: 9:30 p.m. 
Saturday, April 28, Lucky 13, 
Dearborn Heights. (313) 274-6066 
LTJ BUKEM: Friday, April 27, Motor 
Detroit, details to come. 

DAVID BYRNE: 8 p.m. Monday, May 
21, St. Andrews Hall, Detroit. 18 
and older. $22. (313) 961-MELT 
CHAIN REACTION: opening for 
Centrifuge, Friday, May 18, Club 
Bart, Ferndale. (248) 548-8746. 
CHICAGO: 7:30 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 
4, DTE Energy Music Theatre, 
Independence Township. $25.25-
$40.25, with 25 cents per ticket 
donated to charity. (248) 645-6666 
ERIC CUPTON: With Doyle 
Bramhall & Smokestack, 8 p.m. 
Wednesday, June 6, The Palace of 
Auburn Hills. Tickets $39.50-$75. 
(248) 645-6666 
MIKE "AGENT X" CURK: 
Beatdownsounds every Thursday, 
One X, Michigan Ave., Detroit, 
www. beatdown sounds, com 
(house) 

THE CURKS: 8 p.m. Thursday, May 
3, Magic Bag, Ferndale. $8. (248) 
544-3030 
COLDPUY: With Grandaddy, 7:30 
p.m. Thursday, June 7, State 
Theatre, Detroit. All ages. $21.75. 
(248) 645-6666 ' 
NATALIE COLE: 8 p.m. Friday, June 
15, Fox Theatre, Detroit. $25-$65. 
(248) 645-6666 
CONNIPTION: With Black Lodge, 
Sunday Afternoon, 8 p.m. Friday, 
April 27, Magic Bag, Ferndale. $6. 
(248) 544-3030 
DEPECHE MODE: 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday, June 23, DTE Energy 
Music Theatre, Independence 
Township. $28-$52.50. (248) 645-
6666 
DICK DALE: With the Twistin' 
Tarantulas, 8 p.m. Wednesday, May 
16, Magic Stick, Detroit. $15. 
(248) 645-6666 
EVAN DANDO: 8 p.m. Thursday, 
Aprii 26, Magic Stick, Detroit. 
(313) 833-9700 
DIDO: With Travis, 7:30 p.m. 
Thursday, July 5, DTE Energy Music 
Theatre, Independence Township. 
$24.50-$37.50. (248) 645-6666 
DETROIT BLUES SOCIETY 
HERITAGE SERIES: Featuring 
Alberta Adams, Bettye LaVette, 
RJ's Blues Crew, Bobby Murray, 
The Blue Suit Band and guests, 5-9 
p.m. Saturday, May 12, Music 
Menu Cafe, Detroit. $7 donation. 
(248) 262-6890 
FATBOY SLIM: With Darren 
Emerson, DJ Scanty Sandwich, 9 
p.m. Thursday, May 3, Clutch 
Cargo, Pontiac. Aii ages. $23. 
(313) 961-MELT 
FINGER ELEVEN: With Boy Hits 
Car, 5:30 p.m. Friday, June 1, St. 
Andrews Hall, Detroit. $10. All 
ages. (313) 961-MELT 
THE GREAT AUSTRALIAN BITE: 

With INXS, Midnight Oil, Men At 
Work, has been cancelled. Tickets 
refunded at point of purchase. 
GREEN DAY: 4 p.m. Monday, July 2, 
Phoenix Plaza Amphitheater, 
Pontiac. All ages. $25. (248) 645-
6666 

ROBERT GORDON: With Sleepy 
LaBeef, 8 p.m. Saturday, May 19, 
Magic Bag, Ferndale. $15. (248) 
544-3030 
GUIDED BY VOICES: With Creeper 
Lagoon, 8 p.m. Friday, May 11, 
Majestic Theatre, Detroit. 18 and 
older. $14. (248) 645-6666 
DARYL HALL AND JOHN OATES: 
7:30 p.m. Wednesday, May 30,. 
DTE Energy Theatre, Independence 
Township. $16.50-$28.50. (248) 
645-6666 

DJ MATT HANCHON: "Love 
Factory" Fridays, and alternative 
dance Saturdays, Groove Room, 
Royal Oak. 10 p.m. (248) 589-
3344. 
AL HILL: 6-9 p.m. Mondays, Mac's 
Acadian Seafood, Saline. (734) 
944-6227; 7-9 p.m. Thursday, April 
26, Zydeco Louisiana Restaurant, 
Ann Arbor. (734) 995-3600; 9 p.m. 
Friday, May 4, 336 Main, Plymouth. 
(734) 454-6500; With The Love 
Butlers, 9:30 p.m. Friday, April 27, 
The Blue Martini, Pinckney. (734) 
954-1000; 8 p.m. Saturday, April 
28, Workbench Contemporary 
Furniture, Ann Arbor. A benefit for 
the Ann Arbor Blues & Jazz 
Festival. (734) 668-4688; 10 p.m. 
Saturday, May 5, Cavern Club, Ann 
Arbor. (734) 332-9900; Al Hill Trio 
with Kevin Venney on drums and 
Pat Prouty on bass, 9 p.m. 
Tuesday-Thursday, May 1-3, The 
Habitat, inside Weber's Hotel, Ann 
Arbor. (734) 665-3636. 

DJ ERIC HINCHMAN & JOHN 

ARNOLD: Techno and house, 
Wednesdays, The Groove Room, 
Royal Oak. Cover charge after 10 
p.m. (248) 589-3344 
BRIAN HODGE: 7:30 p.m. 
Saturdays, Duke Humphries, 
Rochester Hills. Free. All ages.. 
(248) 601-1100 
JOURNEY: With Peter Frampton, 
John Waite, 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, July 
10, DTE Energy Music Theatre, 
Independence Township. $20-
$42.50. (248) 645-6666 
JULIANA THEORY: With Squad 5-0, 
6 p.m. Sunday, May 6, The Shelter, 
Detroit. $8. (313) 961-MELT 
K-CI & JO-JO: 8 p.m. Wednesday, 
May 9, Fox Theatre, Detroit. $30-
$50. (238) 433-1515 
MARK KNOPFLER: 7:30 p.m. 
Friday, May 4, Fox Theatre, Detroit. 
$29.50-$60. (248) 645-6666 
KOTTONMOUTH KINGS: 8 p.m. 
Sunday, May 6, Clutch Cargo, 
Pontiac. All ages. $15. (313) 961-
MELT 

ROBBY KRIEGER: Formerly of The 
Doors, 8 p.m. Saturday, April 28, 
Magic Bag, Ferndale. $18. (248) 
544-3030 
DJ JAY UNGA AND IVAN PASKAL: 
"Stretch" Sundays at The Groove 
Room beginning this month, Royal 
Oak. Cover charge after 10 p.m. 
(248) 589-3344 
ADRIAN LEGG: 8 p.m. Tuesday, 
May 15, Magic Bag, Ferndaie. $15. 
(248) 544-3030 
GORDON LIGHTFOOT: 8 p.m. 
Saturday, April 21, Fox Theatre, 
Detroit. $25-$50. (248) 645-6666 
UL BOW WOW: 7 p.m. Friday, May 

11, Fox Theatre, Detroit. $25-$30. 
(248) 645-6666 
DJ MAC D: Funka and Hip Hop, 
Thursdays, The Groove Room, 
Royal Oak. Cover charge after 10 
p.m. (248) 589-3344 
MADONNA: Saturday, August 25, 
The Palace of Auburn Hills. Details 
to come. 
DAVE MATTHEWS BAND: With 
Macy Gray, 6 p.m. Sunday-Monday, 
June 3-4, Comerica Park, Detroit. 
Tickets $49.50 on sale, March 10. 
(248) 645-6666 
URRY MAXWELL: 7:30 p.m. 
Thursdays, Duke Humphries, 
Rochester Hills. Free. All ages. 
(248) 601-1100 

JOHN MAYALL: 8 p.m. Tuesday, 
May 1, Magic Bag, Ferndaie. $18. 
(248) 544-3030 
JIM MCCARTY AND MYSTERY 
TRAIN: 10 p.m. Saturday, April 21, 
Memphis Smoke, Royal Oak. (248) 
543-4300 

PAT MCDUNN BAND: 7:30 p.m. 
Fridays, Duke Humphries, 
Rochester Hills. Free. All ages. 
(248) 601-1100 
METAPHYSICAL JONES: 10 p.m. 
Thursdays, 313.JAC, upstairs from 
Jacoby's, Detroit. $5. 18 and over. 
(313) 962-7067. 

EDDIE MONEY: With Burning 
Candles, 7:30 p.m. Sunday, May 
27, DTE Energy Music Theatre, 
Independence Township. $12.50-
$20.50. (248) 645-6666 
JOHN MICHAEL MONTGOMERY: 
7:30 p.m. Saturday, June 3, DTE 
Energy Music Theatre, 
Independence Township. $15.50-
$27.50. (248) 645-6666 
MOGWAI: With Bardo Pond, 8 p.m. 
Tuesday, May 29, Majestic 
Theatre, Detroit. $12. (248) 645-
6 6 6 6 - ' 

MXPX: With Good Charlotte, 
Ultimate Fakebook, 7:30 p.m. 
Monday, May 21, State Theatre, 
Detroit. All ages. $14.75, (248) 
645-6666 
'N SYNC: 2001 Pop Odyssey Tour, 
7:30 p.m. Saturday, June 30, 
Comerica Park, Detroit. $49.50. 
(248) 645-6666 

DONNY OSMOND: 8 p.m. Saturday, 
May 12, Fox Theatre, Detroit. $37-
$52. (313) 471-3099 
OVERDOSE: 9 p.m. every Sunday, 
hosted by DJ Thomas Barnett, Sky 
Bar, upstairs from Sangria, Royal 
Oak. 21 and older. $5 cover. (248) 
543-1964 (techno) 

OZZFEST: Featuring Black Sabbath 
- Ozzy Osborne, Tony lommi, Geezer 
Butler, Bill Ward - along with 
Marilyn Manson, Slipknot, Papa 
Roach, Linkin Park, Crazy Town and 
more, hosted by Rev. B. 

Dangerous. 6 p.m. main stage 
opens, Monday, July 30, DTE 
Energy Music Theatre, 
Independence Township. $58-$78. 
(248) 645-6666 

PANTERA: "Extreme Steel Tour", 
with Slayer, Static-X, Skrape and 
Morbid Angel, 6 p.m. Saturday June 
30, Cobo Arena, Detroit. $40. 
(248) 645-666.6 
PARADIME: With Beats at Will 

li 

Anticipating: Sting returns this year, this time with 
special guest Jill Scott at 7:30 p.m. Saturday, May 
19, The Palace of Auburn Hills. Tickets are $39.50-
$89.50. Call (248) 645-6666 or check online at 
www.palacenet.com for tickets and more informa-
tion. 

Crew and DJ Mark E.P., guests 
Total Disreguard, Black Magic 
Crossing, DJ Pay Per Kutt, 9:30 
p.m. Saturday, May 5, Blind Pig, 
Ann Arbor. Come out for the live 
recording of the show, for the new 
aibum, Vices. 19 and older. $6. 
(734) 996-8555 

MACEO PARKER: Saturday, April 
28, Royal Oak Music Theatre, 
Royal Oak. (248) 645-6666 
LUCKY PETERSON: 8 p.m. Sunday, 
April 29, Magic Bag, Ferndaie. 
$12. (248) 544-3030 
ROD PIAZZA & THE MIGHTY 
FLYERS: 8 p.m.-Wednesday, June 
12, Magic Bag, Ferndale. $15. 
(248) 544-3030. 

PLATINUM PLAYAS BALL 2\ Ja 
Rule, Memphis Bleek, Eightball and 
MJG, 7:30 p.m. Thursday, May 24, 
Fox Theatre, Detroit. $65, $47.50, 
$37.50, $32.50. (248) 645-6666 
POISON'S GUM METAL SUM: 
With Warrent, Quiet Riot, Enuff 
Z'Nuff, 6 p.m. Wednesday, July 4, 
DTE Energy Theatre, Independence 
Township. $18-$32.50. (248) 645-
6666 
IGGY POP: With Buckcherry, 7:30 
p.m. showtime, Sunday, May 20, 
State Theatre, Detroit. Al! ages. 
$26.75. (248) 645-6666 
PROJECT OBJECT: 8 p.m. Sunday, 
May 20, Magic Bag, Ferndale. $15. 
(248) 544-3030 

POWDERFINGER: With Ours, 7 p.m. 
Monday, June 4, The Shelter, 
Detroit. $10. Ail ages. (248) 645-
6666 
PSYCHEDELIC FURS: 8 p.m. 
Tuesday, May 1, Clutch Cargo, 
Pontiac. All ages. $17. (248) 645-
6666 
PUNK-0-RAMA:Featurlng Fenix TX, 
Guttermouth, U.S. Bombs, 
Deviates, 6 p.m. Tuesday, May 29, 
St. Andrews Hall, Detroit. $12. 
(313) 961-MELT 
ROXY MUSIC REUNION: 7:30 p.m. 
Sunday, July 29, DTE Energy Music 
Theatre, Independence Township. 
$27.50 lawn/ $52.50-$72.50 pavil-
ion. Eight ticket limit per person. 
(248) 645-6666 
LEON RUSSELL: 8 p.m. Friday, June 
29, Magic Bag, Ferndale. $20. 
(248) 544-3030 
DJ SHORTROUND: Spins house 
along with hosts El George and 
Kegger from Motor Detroit, for 
.Sunday Night Rehab, 10 p.m. 
Sundays, Town Pump Tavern, 
Detroit. (313) 961-1929 
SMALL CRAFT SIGHTING: With 
Radio Holiday, Mock Heroics, 
Bedford Drive, 9 p.m. Friday, April 
27, Jacoby's, Detroit. 18 and older. 
(313) 962-7067; With Radio 
Holiday, Capture the Flag, Leland, 
9 p.m. Friday, May 4, Magic Stick, 
Detroit. All ages. (313) 833-9700. 
ROD STEWART: 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, July 25, DTE Energy 
Music Theatre, Independence 
Township. $27.75-$82.75. (248) 
645-6666 

STING: With Jilt Scott, 7:30 p.m. 

Saturday, May 19, The Palace of 
Auburn Hills. $39.50-$89.50. (248) 
645-6666 
STYX AND BAD COMPANY: With 
Billy Squier and Joe Stark, 6 p.m. 
Friday, July 6, DTE Energy Music 
Theatre, Detroit. $20-$39.50. Price 
includes donation to Rock and Roll 
Hall of Fame Museum. (248) 645-
6666 

THE SWINGIN' NECKBREAKERS: 9 
p.m. Thursday, May 3, Gold Dollar, 
Detroit. 21 and older. $8. (313) ' 
961-MELT 

JAMES TAYLOR: 7:30 p.m. Monday, 
July 23, DTE Energy Theatre, 
Independence Township. $27.50-
$54. (248) 645-6666 

MICK TAYLOR: Former Rolling 
Stone, 8 p.m. Tuesday, June 5, 
Magic Bag, Ferndale. $18. (248) 
544-3030 

TRAIN: With Pat McGee Band, 8 
p.m. Tuesday, May 15, Clutch 
Cargo, Pontiac. $15. (248) 645-' 
6666 

RANDY TRAVIS: 7:30 p.m. Sunday, 
July 22, DTE Energy Music Theatre, 
Independence Township. $18.50-
$32.50. (248) 645-6666 

U2: With PJ Harvey, 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, May 30, Palace of 
Auburn Hills. Tickets $45-$130. 
(248) 645-6666. 

VAN'S WARPED TOUR: Featuring 
Rancid, AFI, Fenix TX, H20, Me 
First and the Gimme Gimmes, The i 
Bouncing Souls, Flogging Molly, 
Kool Keith, Morgan Heritage, The 
Vandals, Pennywise, Alien Ant 
Farm, Big Wig, Grand Theft Audio, 
Kill Your Idols, Lefty, No Motiv, Sum 
41, The Ataris, Grade, Madcap, 
Pepper, Planet Smashers, Project 
Wyze, and The Line, noon, Sunday, 
Aug. 12, Phoenix Plaza 
Amphitheater, Pontiac. Tickets 
$27.25 or $19.99 online at 
www.warpedtour.com. Call (248) 
645-6666 

RUFUS WAIN WRIGHT: With Tegan 
and Sara, 8 p.m. Monday, May 14, 
Magic Bag, Ferndale. 18 and older. 
$12. (248) 544-3030 

CUY WALKER: 7:30 p.m. Thursday, 
June 14, DTE Energy Music 
Theatre, Independence Township. 
$19-$29. (248) 645-6666 

WAX POETIC: 9 p.m. Friday, April 
27, Clutch Cargo, Pontiac. 18 and 
older. $10. (313) 961-MELT 

BROOKS WILLIAMS: 8 p.m. 
Saturday, April 27, Trinity House ! 
Theatre, Livonia. $10 or $8 for the-; 
ater members. (734) 464-6302 ; 

KELLER WILLIAMS: 8 p.m. 
Thursday, May 10, Magic Bag, 
Ferndale. $10. (248) 544-3030 

http://www.birdofparadise.com
http://www.palacenet.com
http://www.warpedtour.com


B6(F*) The Observer & Eccentric/ THURSDAY, APRIL 26, 2001 

M O V I E S 

'Bridget Jones' Diary' is better in book form 
B Y MATT WOLF 

ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER 

London (AP) - For a f i lm 
whose heroine obsesses over her 
weight, it's a shame that Bridget 
Jones's Diary should be such a 
slim affair. 

That ' s unl ikely to ma t t e r to 
the hordes of readers who turned 
Helen Fielding's 1996 chronicle 
of the lovesick Londoner into an 
international best seller. 

Told in diary fashion, the book 
char ts a year in the life of the 
hapless publishing assistant who 
wants nothing more than to set-
tle down with a man, cut back on 
cigarettes and booze, sort out her 
fractious relat ionship with her 

• Told in diary fashion, the book charts a year in 
the life of the hapless publishing assistant who 
wants nothing more than to settle down with a 
man, cut back on cigarettes and booze, sort out 
her fractious relationship with her parents and 

some weight. 

parents and lose some weight. 

Go for it, girl! 

Which is exact ly w h a t t h e 
Bridget of Fielding's delightfully 
larky book does, aided no end by 
her suppor t ive t r io of f r i ends 
Shazza, Jude and Tom and some 
good luck in the romance sweep-

stakes. 

The novel even boasts an end-
ing that manages to revel in the 
same swoony romantic literature 
- complete wi th a four-poster 
bed - t h a t it gently sends up. 
Relationships are indeed possi-
ble, Fielding suggests, especially 
if you can manage not to judge a 

e N t a S E R V k E 

National Amusements 
Showcase Cinemas 

S h o w c a s e 
A u b u r n H i l l s 1 - 1 4 
2150 N. Opdyke Rd. 

Between University & Walton Blvd 
2 4 8 - 3 7 5 - 2 6 6 9 

Bargain Matinees Daily. 
All Shows unti l 6 p m 

Continuous Shows Daily 
Late Shows Wed Thurs. Fri. Sat, 

N P DENOTES N O PASS 

N P FREDDY G O T F I N G E R E D ( R ) 
N P T H E BASKET ( P C ) 

N P C R O C O D I L E D U N D E E I N L . A 
N P B R I D G E T JONES D I A R Y ( R ) 

N P JOE D I R T ( P C ) 
P O K E M O N 3 ( G ) 

B L O W ( R ) 

A L O N G C A M E A SPIDER ( R ) 
SPY K I D S ( P G ) 

H E A R T B R E A K E R ( P G H ) 
E N E M Y A T T H E GATES ( R ) 

EX IT W O U N D S ( R ) 
C R O U C H I N G T IGER, H I D D E N 

D R A G O N ( P C I S) 
TRAFFIC ( R ) 

C4LL FOQ CQMPim i/JFINOS AND IMS 

S h o w c a s e D e a r b o r n 1 - 8 
Michigan & Telegraph 

3 1 3 - 5 6 1 - 3 4 4 9 
Bargain Matinees Daily. 

AlfShows unti l 6 pm. 
Continuous Shows Daily 

* Late Shows Fri. & Sat. & Sun. 

N P DENOTES N O PASS 

NP CROCODILE DUNDEE (PC) 
NPJ0EDIRT(PG13) 

NP |0SIE 6 THE PUSSYCATS (PG13) 
NP KINGDOM COME (PC) 

POKEMON 3 ( G ) 

ALONG CAME A SPIDER (R) 
SPY KIDS (PC) 

THE BROTHERS (R) 

attfORCOMMTEtlSTINGSANDTIMES 

S h o w c a s e P o n t i a c 1 - S 
Telegraph-Sq. Lake Rd. W Side of 

t e l e g r a p h 
8 1 0 - 3 3 2 - 0 2 4 1 

Bargain Matinees Daily 
• A l l Shows Until 6 pm 

Continuous Shows Daily • 
N P DENOTES N O PASS 

NP FREDDY GOT FINGERED (R) 
NP BRIDGET JONES DIARY (8) 

NP JOE DIRT (PG13) 
ALONG CAME A SPIDER (R) 

SPY KIDS (PG) 

Oil M COMPLETE [IJFWCJ AND MJ 

Rd. East side of 

8 1 0 - 3 
Bargain Matinees Daily 
• All Shows Until 6 p m 

Continuous Shows Daily 
Late Shows Fri. & Sat, 

N P DENOTES N O PASS 

NP CROCODILE DUNDEE IN L A (PG) 
NP JOSH & THE PUSSYCATS (PG13) 

NPP0KEM0N 3 (R) 

HEARTBRW«RSR(PC13) 
ENEMY AT THE GATES (R) 

CROUCHING TIGER, HIDDEN DRAGON 
(PG13) 

TRAFFIC (R) 

CAU fOJ? COMPLETE LISTINGS AND 71MB 

Q u o V a d i s 
Warren St W a y n e Rds 

3 1 3 - 4 2 5 - ^ 7 0 0 
Bargain Matinees Daily 

All Stows Until 6 pm 

S h o w c a s e 
W e s t l a n d 1 - 8 

6 8 0 0 W a y n e Rd., 
O n e btk S. o f War ren Rd. 

3 1 3 - 7 2 9 - 1 0 6 0 
Bargain Matinees Daily 
All Shows Until 6 pm 

Continuous Shows Daily 
Late Shows Wed.Thurs. Fri. 6t Sat, 

N P DENOTES N O PASS 

N P T H E T A I L O R OF P A N A M A 
(*) 

N P C R O C O D I L E D U N D E E (R ) 
N P B R I D G E T J O N E S ' D I A R Y ( R ) 

B L O W ( R ) 
A L O N G C A M E A SPIDER (R ) 

SPY K I D S ( P G ) 
TRAFFIC ( R ) 

GUI fOR COMMf tlSTINGS AND TMJ 

Star Theatres 
The World's Best Theatres 

Bargain Matinees Daily SS.OO All 
Shows Starting before 6:00 pm 

N o w a c c e p t i n g ^ & MasterCard 
" N P " Denotes No Pass Engagement 

S t a r G r e a t L a k e s Crossing 
Great Lakes Shoppinq Center 

NP CROCODILE DUNDEE IN LA. (PG) 
NP FREDDY GOT FINGERED (R) 
NP BRIDGET {ONES'DIARY (R) 

JOEDIRT(PGH) 
NPJ0SIE AND THE PUSSYCATS 

m 
J0SIE&THE PUSSYCATS (PG13) 

KINGDOM COME (PG) 
ALONG CAME A SPIDER (R) 

SOMEONE UK!.YOU (PCI J) 
SPY KIDS (PC) 

THE HEARTBREAKERS (PC13) 
ENEMY ATTHE GATES (R) 

EXIT WOUNDS (R) 
DOWN TO EARTH (PC13) 

CROUCHING TIGER, SLEEPING 
DRAGON (PC13) 

TRAFFIC (R 
CHOCOLAT(PGH) 

WDJMS 
SNOWDAY(PG) 

NO TICKETS NECEJSM 

ttlflMCOMPtnEl/SDNCS/WOnMES 

S t a r l o h n - R 
a t 1 4 M i l e 

32289 JohoR. Road 
2 4 8 - 5 8 5 - 2 0 7 0 

No one under 6 admitted for PCT 3 & 
R rated films after 6 pm 

NP TAILOR OF PANAMA (R) 
NP CROCODILE DUNDEE IN L A (PG) 

NP MIDGET JONES (R) 
JOE DIRT (PG13) 

JOSIE AND THE PUSSYCATES (PG13) 
KINGDOM COME (P[G) 

ALONG CAME A SPIDER (R) 

Continuous Shows S a i l y 
Late Shows Wed.Thurs. Fri, & Sat 

NP FREDDY GOT FINGERED (R) 
NP JOE DIRT (PG13) 

POKEMON3 (G) 
NP JOSIE AND THE PUSSYCATS ( P G I i ) 

ENEMY ATTHE GATE (R) 
THE BROTHERS (R) 
EXFTWOUNDS(R) 

HEARTBREAKERS (PG13) 

Alt fOS COMPif Jf tlSTINGS AND TIMES 

POKEMON 3 (G) 
SOMEONE UKE YOUNG ( P G I I ) 

SPY KIDS (PG) 
HEARTBREAKERS (PC13) 
ENEMY AT THE GATES (R) 

TRAFFIC (R) 

JIM WW JHIH 
KIM UNDER 

NO TICKETS NECESSW 
SNOWDAY(PC) 

GlttfOj! COMPLETE LISTINGS AND MS 

S t a r R o c h e s t e r Hi l ls 
200 Barclay Circle 

8 5 3 - 2 2 6 0 
No one under age 6 admitted for 
P C U & ft rated films after 6 p m 

NP CROCODILE DUNDEE IN L A (PG) 
NP BRIDGET jONES DIARY (R) 

NP JOE DIRT ( P G H ) 
NP JOSIE AND THE PUSSYCATS 

(PG13) 

ADULTS Jl.lHUIMfMI 
Cttt KM COMPUFE US7WCS jWO HMES 

12 Mile between Telegraph and 
Northwestern, O f f 1-696 

2 4 8 - 3 5 3 S T A R 
No one under age 6 admitted for PG13 

& R rated films after 6 p m 

ran wmm and to wkm tickets 
inmiosiimn-nn 
MW.S7AR-50U7HflEiD.com 

NP CROCODILE DUNDEE IN LA, (PC) 
NP FREDDY GOT FINGERED (R 
)NP TAILOR OF PANAMA (R) 

NP BRIDGET JONES' DIARY (R) 
NP KINGDOM COME (PG) 

NP JOE DIRT (PG13) 

NPJ0SIE AND THE PUSSYCATS (PG13) 
ALONG CAME A SPIDER (R) 

B lOW(tRO 
POKEMON 3 ( G ) 
MEMENTO (NR) 
SPY KIDS (PG) 
BROTHERS (R) 

HEARTBREAKERS (PCI 3) 
ENEMY ATTHEGATES(R) 

TRAFFIC (R) 
CROUCHING TIGER, HIDDEN DRAGON 

TO 

M SERIES EIW WfA7 3:30 

Gtil fOU COMPIE TE1ISFINCS AND IMS 

U n i t e d A r t i s t s T h e a t r e s 

Same day advance tickets available. 
N V - N o V IP . tickets accepted 

U n i t e d A r t i s t s 
W e s t River 

2 4 8 - 7 8 8 - 6 5 7 2 

CR0CR0DIIE DUNDEE IN LOS ANGELES 
{PC) NV 

FREDDY GOT FINGERED (R)NV 
JOSIE AND THE PUSSYCATS (PG13) NV 
THE ADVENTURES OF JOE DJRT(PCIJ) 

NV 

KINGDOM C0ME(PG)NV 
ALONG CAME A SPIDER (R) 

SPY KIDS (PC) 

A 
1 3 ( C ) 

NPJ0SIE AND THE PUSSYCATS (PG13) 
NP ADVENTURES OF JOE DIRT (PG13) 
NP JOSIE AND THE PUSSYCATS (PC I3 ) 

NP ALONG CAME A SPIDER (R) 

Wit FOA COMPLETE LISTINGS MD TIMES 

MJR THEATRES 

810-227-4700 
C a l l 7 7 - F i l m E x t . 5 4 8 

NP CROCODILE DUNDEE IN L A (PC) 
NP FREDDY COT FiNCERED (R) 
NP BRIDGET {ONE'S DIARY (R) 

NP JOSIE AND THE PUSSYCATS (PC13) 
NP JOE DIRT (PG13) 

POKEMON 3: THE MOVIE (G) 
ALONG CAME A SPIDER (R) 

BLOW(R) 
SPY KIDS (PG) 

HEARTBREAKERS (PG13) 

ML FOS COMPLETE tlSTINGS AND TIMES 

7501 
S.E. corner M-5*9& Williams I 

Rd. 
2 4 H o u r M o v i e L i n e 

( 2 4 8 ) 6 6 6 - 7 9 0 0 
C A U 7 7 F I L M S # 5 5 1 

WE'VE TRIPLED OUR LOBBY AND 
ADDED FIVE NEW SCREENS. THE 

ONLY THEATRE IN OAKLAND COUNTY 
WITH THE NEW DOLBY DIGITAL EX 

SOUND SYSTEM AND MORE...CHECK 
US OUT!! 

Ml EOS COMPLETEtlSMSAND TIMES 

U n i t e d A r t i s t s C o m m e r c e 
T o w n s h i p 1 4 

3 3 3 0 Spmgva ie Dr ive 
Located Ad jacen t t o H o m e D e p o t 

fust N o r t h of t h e in tersect ion d f ' 14 
Mi le & Hagger ty Rd. 

2 4 8 - 9 6 0 - 5 8 0 1 
•Al l Stadium Seating 

•Hitjh-Back Rocking Chair Seats 
'Two-Day Advance Ticketing 

THE TAILOR OF PANAMA (R)NV 
CROCODILE DUNDEE IN LOST ANGELES 

FREDDY GOT FINGERED (R)NV 
CH0C0LAT (PC13) 

BRIDGET JONES'DIARY R)NV 
JOSIE AND THE PUSSYCATS (PG13)NV 
ADVENTURES OF |0E DIRT (PCI 3) NV 

KINGDOM COME (PG13)LNV 
ALONG CAME A SPIDER (R) 

ALONG CAME A SPIDER (R) 

SPY KIDS (PG) 
SOMEONE LIKE YOU (PC13) 

ENEMY ATTHE GATES (R) 

SHOOTING G M M M i r i M L 
NP THE LOW DOWN (NR) 

SPY KIDS (PG) 
HEARTBREAKERS (PCI 3) 

MEMENTO ( I ) 
POKEMON 3 (G) 

ENEMY ATTHE GATES (R) 
SOMEONE LIKE YOU (PCI 3) 

Wtt FOR COMPLITI LIS7INGJ AND TIMES 

B i r m i n g h a m T h e a t r e 
211 i Woodward 

Downtown Birmingham 
2 4 8 - 6 4 4 - 3 4 5 6 

NP Denotes No Pass Engagements 

Order Movie tickets by phone! 
Call 644-3456 and have your VISA or 
Master Card ready! ( A 5 i « surcharge 

per transaction will apply to all 
telephone sales) 

NP THE DISH (PG13) 
NP THE TAILOR Of PANAMA (R) 
NP BRIDGET jONES' DIARY (R) 

SPY KIDS (PG) 

FREE REFILL ON POPCORN AND POP 

NP CROCODILE DUNDEE IN L A . (PG) 
NP FREDDY GOT FINGERED (R) 
NP BRIDGET JONES' DIARY (R) 

NP JOSIE & THE PUSSYCATS (PG13) 
NP JOE DIRT (PG13) 

POKEMON 3: THE MOVIE (C) 
ALONG CAME A SPIDER (R) 

SLOW (8) 
JUST VISITING (PGI3) 

TOMCATS (R) 
SOMEONE LIKEY0U(PG1J) 

SPY KIDS (PG) 
HEARTBREAKERS (PG13) 
ENEMY AT THE GATES (R) 

EXIT WOUNDS (R) 
SEE SPOT RUN (PG) 
THE MEXICAN (8) 

CROUCHING TIGER (PG13) 

GUI KM COMPLETE LIS7INGS AND TIMES 

M a i n A r t T h e a t r e 111 
1T8 Main at 11 Mile 

Royal Oak 
248-̂ 42-0180 

call 77-RLMSext 542 
(DISCOUNTED SHOWS!!!) 

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE BOX 
OFFICE OR PHONE 248-542-0180 
VISA AND MASTERCARD ACCEPTED 

A M C L i v o n i a 2 0 
Haggerty & 7 Mile 

7 3 4 - 5 4 2 - 9 9 0 9 

UU THEM EOS EMMS AND TIMES 

S 1 . 0 0 F o r d T e l S 1 . 5 0 
3 1 3 - 5 6 1 - 7 2 0 0 

pm 
After 6 p.m. J l . 5 0 

Ample Part ing • Telford Center 
Free Refill o n Drinks & Popcorn 

Please Call T h e a t r e f o r 
Showt imes 

THE EMPEROR'S NEW GROOVE (R) 
HANNIBAL (R) 

THE CASTAWAY (PG13) 

F o r d W y o m i n g D r i v e - I n 
T h e a t r e 
Dearborn 

( 3 1 3 ) 8 4 6 - 6 9 1 0 
Children Under 12 are f ree 

Electric in Car Heaters 

MM TWO 8IG P/CTWIB TOGETHER 

KINGDOM COME (PG) 
SAY IT ISN'T SO (R) 

EXIT WOUNDS (R) 
THE BROTHERS (R) 

SPY KIDS (PG) 
DOUBLE TAKE (PG13) 

DRACULA 2000 (R) 

ALONG CAME A SPIDER (R 
ENEMY AT THE GATES (R) 

THE WIDOW OF ST. PIERRE (R) 
COMPANY MAN (PG13) 

Gttl EOA COMPLETE LISTINGS MO TIMES 

M a p l e A r t C i n e m a HI 
4135 W Maple, West of Telegraph 

Bloomfield Hills 
2 4 8 - 8 5 5 - 9 0 9 0 

THE TAILOR Of PANAMA (R) 
POLLOCK (R) 

BRIDGET jONES'DIARY (R) 

CALt P COMPETE LISTINGS AND TIMES 

O x f o r d 7 C i n e m a s . L L C . 
Downtown Oxford 
Lapeer Rd. (M-24) 

( 2 4 8 ) 6 2 8 - 7 1 0 0 
Fax ( 2 4 8 ) ^ 2 8 - 1 3 0 0 

DETROIT'S LOWEST FIRST RUN PRICES 

CROCODILE DUNDEE IN LOS ANGELES 
(PG) 

DOWN TO EARTH (PG13) 

FREDDY GOT FINGERED (R) 
SOMEONE LIKE YOU (PCI 3) 

15 MINUTES (R) 

HOWBSMATDWir 

The Best Seat in Town 
28600 Dequindre Rd. 

8 1 0 - 5 5 8 - 8 2 0 7 

VALENTINE (R) 
THE MOVIE: RUCRATS(G) 

THREE THOUSAND MILES (R) 
THE GIFT (R) 

13 DAYS (PC13) 
SUGAR AND SPICE(PGIJ) 

MISS CONGENIALITY (PG13) 
WHAT WOMEN WANT (PG13) 

THE WEDDING PLANNER (PG13) 
EMPEROR'S NEW GROOVE (C) 

CASTAWAY (PG13) 
LEGEND OF DRUNKEN MASTER (R) 

UNBREAKABLE (PG13) 
DRACULA 2000 (R) 

SWEET NOVEMBER (PG13) 
ONE HUNDREDS 2 DALMATI0NS(G) 

HANNIBAL (R) 
. SILVERMAN (PG13) 

FIRST SHOW OF THE DAY 

man by his sweater. 

In th is age of the emaciated 
female star, Renee Zellweger dis-
plays real courage for someone 
in her thespian prime by parad-
ing thighs as fleshy as those that 
get mercilessly scrut inized by 
director Sharon Maguire's cam-
era. 

And the accent will prove no 
obstacle to those in the United 
States. Britons may quibble, but 
in a class-conscious country the 
accent m e a n s so much more 
about where you're f rom and 
what your background is. 

More problematic is the fact -
at least to an American observer 
r e s i d e n t in London - t h a t 
although her vowel sounds are 
accurate ly pi tched, Zellweger 
never really seems British. 

Partly, that's to do with a lot of 
"face ac t ing" ( s c r u n c h e d - u p 
cheeks , a d o w n t u r n e d mouth 
and the like) t h a t a di f ferent , 
more seasoned director might 
have toned down. 

And Zellweger h a s n ' t qui te 
managed to forsake the over-
ingra t i a t ion so much used by 
Amer ican p e r f o r m e r s and so 
scorned by t h e i r B r i t i s h col-
leagues. 

I t ' s as if no one t ru s t ed the 
very rea l cha rm of t he book, 
whose 32-year-old he ro ine is 
sure she'll die "fat and alone" 
only to end up wi th the dishy 
Mark Darcy (played by Colin 
Firth). Zellweger projects eager-
ness in a most un-Bridget l ike 
way, insofar as this is a woman 
who imagines railway announce-
ments blaring to all and sundry 
the state of her thighs. 

The aim, presumably, was to 
make Bridget Jones a lovable 
Brit-blockbuster on the order of 
Four Weddings and a Funeral 
and Notting Hill and with Hugh 
Grant once again on hand as the 
co-star. 

But the new film isn't as well 
written or directed as the earlier 
ones, and it's silly and not a lit-
tle bit crude where those previ-
ous movies were b l i t he and 
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Novel to screen: Helen Fielding's popular story about a 
30-something singleton named Bridget Jones has made 
it to the silver screen and stars actress Renee Zellweger 
in the coveted title role. 

Bridget's trio of chums seem to 
h a v e been excised n e a r l y to 
death in the cutting room, while 
the two men fare best, playing a 
complementary set of Cambridge 
budd ies , each w i t h a v e s t e d 
interest in Bridget. 

F i r t h ' s d o u r n e s s h a s n e v e r 
been seen to such del iciously 
comic effect, and admirers of this 
actor will smile a t his presence 
as another screen Darcy having 
a l ready played J a n e Aus t en ' s 
Mr. Darcy in the BBC's Pride 
and Prejudice. 

Gran t is in t e r r i f i c form as 
Br idge t ' s boss and s o m e t i m e 
bedmate, Daniel Cleaver. He is 
first seen to the s t ra ins on the 
soundtrack of Respect, looking as 

if he is suppressing a burp, and 
he ends up battling the bottled- : 
up Darcy for Bridget's affections. , 

The parental roles are particu-
larly well filled by J im Broad-
bent, with his comically bemused ' 
countenance as Bridget's father*-• 
and Gemma Jones as his flighty : 

"daft cow" of a wife. 

No less crucial are the loca- ' 
tions of a London where it seems 
forever to be snowing. So what if • 
it the real London almost never 
sees the powdery stuff? 

Bridget Jones's Diary i s n ' t ' 
meant to be t aken l i teral ly or 
even all that seriously. The film 
is like a dus t ing of snow t h a t 
melts in the mind the minute it's 
over. 

'Josie' barely scratches 
out a plot on screen 
B Y DAVID GERMAIN 

A P MOVIE WRITER 

LOS ANGELES (AP) - It 's a 
bad sign when a reviewer gets in 
to see a movie for free, yet still 
wants his money back. 

People who plunk down nine 
bucks or so for Josie and the 
Pussycats will really have some-
thing to yowl about. 

Though the movie ha s a few 
mildly funny moments and its 
three band-mate principals are 
cute as kittens, Josie is one of 
the emptiest films imaginable. 

T h e r e ' s ba re ly a w h i s k e r ' s 
wor th of plot, and w h a t does 
transpire is so shallow it's like 
watching a bunch of defanged, 
declawed felines try to get at the 
c a t n i p ins ide a toy mouse . 
They'll bat it around a bit, but 
they won ' t accompl i sh much 
beyond coating the mouse in cat 
spit. 

Adapted from the comic book 
and 1970s cartoon series, the 
movie stars Rachael Leigh Cook 
as determined singer-guitarist 
Josie, Rosario Dawson as brassy 
bass player Val and Tara Reid as 
ditzy drummer Melody. 

Their band is s tuck playing 
bowling alleys in t he i r home-
town of Riverdale unt i l they're 
spotted by cunning record exec 
Wyatt Frame (Alan Cumming), 
who needs a new group in a 
hurry. No matter that he's never 
heard them play - Wyatt signs 
t he Pus syca t s because all he 
needs are fresh faces to foist off 
on the passive youth of America. 

Under the guidance of label 
CEO Fiona (Parker Posey), the 
Pussycats get a hasty makeover, 
are hurled into the studio and 
land their first single atop the 
record charts. Screaming teen-
agers chase them and declare 
Josie and the Pussycats the best 
band ever. 

"Does anyone t h i n k i t ' s 
strange that all this happened in 
a week?" Josie asks. 

Turns out the Pussycats are 
pawns in a scheme to implant 
subliminal messages in music 
t h a t t u r n l i s t e n e r s in to con-

Cat Scratch Fever: Tara Reid, Rachael Leigh Cook and 
Rosario are Melody, Josie and Val - better known to 
the Archie Comic world as uJosie and the Pussycats." 

lie film is still purring in metro area theaters. T i 

sumer zombies. Snooze. 
Josie and the Pussycats is col-

o r fu l and busy w i t h p r e t t y 
images. But co-writers and direc-
tors Deborah Kaplan and Harry 
Elfont seem content to toss in a 
bit of music-video style and only 
trace elements of wit. 

The movie t r ies to spoof the 
marke t ing and packaging and 
force-feeding of music and mer-
chandise. Only it does so on such 
little cat's feet tha t those huck-
sters who do all tha t marketing 
and packag ing come t h r o u g h 
without a scratch. 

Good thing for the movie, too, 
since under the guise of light-
h e a r t e d s a t i r e , Josie and the 
Pussycats is itself the worst sort 
of p r o d u c t - p l a c e m e n t whore . 

There's barely a scene that isn't 
sh i l l ing for a sof t d r i n k or a. 
brand of toothpaste or a music 
channel Web site. 

And of course the movie itself, 
is a long-form video promoting 
i ts soundt rack (now in s tores-
and selling like hotcake, singu-
lar). Like the film, the songs are. 
pleasantly benign and thorough-
ly forgettable. 

This was a questionable movie 
project from the outset. Other^ 
cartoons and comic-book adapts- i 
t ions such as The Flintstone'S 
and X-men had sizable f o l l o w * 
ings. While many people remem?: 
ber t he Josie c a r toons and* 
comics fondly, it's doubtful any»* 
one was h y p e r v e n t i l a t i n g in ! 
anticipation of a live-action vet** 
sion. 


