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Hot wheelers: Jaoke
Porter, 10, left, and Adam
Hill, 11, both from Ply-
mouth, show off their
best moves during the
DARE Skate-A-Thon at
the Skatin’ Station II on
Joy Road in Canton Sat-
urday. Approximately
350 fifth grade students
from throughout the dis-
trict turned out for the
annual event. At right,
Casey McKnight, 11, left,
and Robby Domenzain,
10, both from Canton,
tighten-up their skates.

On a roll for DARE

STAFT PHOTOS BY PAUL XURSCHMANN
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Teachers
vote down
new deal

" # Plymouth-Canton teachers Wednes-
day turned down a one-year contract
recommended by union leaders. The

deal would have kicked in at the expi-
 ration of the current contract in

BY TONY BRUSCATO
‘thruscato@oe.homecommn.net

After two days of voting, Plymouth-Canton teachers
turned down a one-year tentative contract agreement
which would have gone into effect at the end of
August, when the current three-year pact expires.

“We're stunned,” said Joann Gustafson, chief nego-
tiator for the Plymouth Canton Education Associa-
tion, which represents 1,000 teachers.
leadership and the bargaining team are very disap-

“The PCEA

According to Plymouth Canton Educatlon ‘Associa-
tion President Chuck Portelli, teachers at the veéry top
.of the 1l-year pay scale, along with first-year teach-
ers, would have received a 3 percent wage hike.
Teachers in between, who are in their second through
10th years, would have gotten a 1.75 percent increase.
It takes 11 years, plus a master’s degree, for a Ply-
mouth-Canton teacher to get to the top of the wage

The new contract would have affected 950 of the
PCEA members.
Adult Education and ESL (English is a Second Lan-
guage) teachers, who are not on the same pay scale.
Portelli said they would have received 12 percent
wage hikes, but is quick to point out their top wage

The other 50 union members are

Township crime drop
outpaces U.S. average

BY CAROL MARSHALL
STAFF WRITER
cemarshall@oe. homecomm.net

Despite continued growth in Canton, last
year the township realized a dramatm

decrease in Part I crimes.

Part I crimes — serious crimes such as bur-
glary, murder, rape, larceny and auto theft -
numbered 1,867 last year, compared to 2,569
in 1999. The drop represents a 27 percent

decrease.

“This decrease is far greater than what the
national average is in terms of Part I crimes,”
said Canton Township Public Safety Director
John Santomauro. He added auto theft plum-
meted by 30 percent and larcenies by 28 per-
cent. Most notably in the latter category was
the decrease in construction site larceny.

Plotting crimes

Santomauro said construction site larceny

is unlike other types of larceny, which has

dropped largely due to a strong economy. He

_ said unfortunately most of the perpetrators
work in the construction industry.

Further, construction site thieves typically

are involved in multiple crimes, so when

police makeé a few arrests, the larcenies

decrease dramatically.

‘when more crime will oceur.

“You would think they would increase,”
Santomauro-said, citing the township’s
growth and expansive development as rea-
sons. “But they've gone down because we've
aggressively started targeting construction
sites where we anticipated (criminal) activity
or where there was reported activity.”

Santomauro said the department examines
larcenies, then plots them according to day of
the week, time of day and location of the
crime. The information is then used to predict

Please see CRIME STATS, A2

Please see TEACHER CONTRACT, A3

“COMPARING SERIOUS

CRIMES 1999-2000

" RANDALL MASTERS / SYAFF ARTIST

Doctor’s book details mission for sports safety

BY BRAD KADRICH
STAFF WRITER
bkadrich@oe.homecomm.net

_ Ask your average 12-year-old what he

wants to be when he grows up, and you
get the expected answers — fireman,
policeman, super hero.

Not with Dave Janda. After his
grandmother died when he was 12,
Janda decided he was going to be a
doctor. Years later, not only is he a

leading orthopedic surgeon, but he’s a
published author and a tireless advo-

cate for the prevention of sports-relat-

ed injuries. .

And it all started with his grand-
mother.

“My grandmother was mlsdlagnosed
and died,” said Janda, an Ann Arbor-
based doctor who also keeps offices in
Plymouth and Canton. “I committed
myself to becoming the kind of doctor

who wouldn’t make the fatal mistakes
her doctor made.” ,
Along the way, Janda, who played
sports and sustained his share of
injuries -as a youth, has tried to pave
the way to safer playing fields and ath-
letic experiences for youngsters. He's
also taken on HMOs, the insurance

industry and sporting goods companies

he believes are worried more about the
bottom line than broken bones.

Four hopefuls vie for open school

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER
tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net

Four candidates have filed petitions
to run for the one open seat on the Ply-
mouth-Canton Schools Board of Educa-
tion June 11. The seat became open
after incumbent Roland Thomas
announced that he wasn’t seeking re-
election.

Turning in petitions were Fred Lib-
bing and Tom Wysocki, both of Ply-
mouth, as well as Veronica Fox and
Sheila Stirsman, both from Canton.

“Im retired after 30 years with the
school district and feel I can offer some

o

PLYMOUTH-CANTON

Van Buren trustee unopposed, A4

insights, as well as stay connected with
education,” said Libbing, 62, who
taught English before a 30-year career
as a high school counselor at the old
Plymouth High School, as well as the
current’ Salem and Canton high
schools.

Libbing said if he’s elected, ending
the disparities associated with Propos-
al A is at the top of his list.

“I've long thought there have been

msparztxes from Proposal A,” saxd Lib-

bing. “I hope we can work through
that with state Representative (John)
Stewart, who is sympathetic to the dis-
trict’s needs. The other districts
around us get nearly a thousand dol-
lars more per student than we do.”

Libbing also lists the opening of the
new Plymouth High School, as well as
communication with staff, as top prior-
ities.

“The people I talk to say the current
communication at all levels just isn’t

To further the latter, Janda founded
the Institute for Preventative Sports
Medicine, leading studies to prevent
sports injuries, particularly to student
athletes. His first study came on the
softball fields of Ann Arbor, where data
showed the use of breakaway bases
would reduce injuries by 95 percent
and reduce related medical costs by 99
percent. '

Please see BOOK, A3

board seat

enough,” he said.

Libbing has had two boys graduate
from Plymouth-Canton Schools, noting
“they had a good experience there.”

Sheila Stirsman said because her
daughter is a kindergarten student at
Gallimore Elementary, she wants to be
involved in the future of her education.

“I've always had a desire to get
involved, and with my daughter start-
ing school it’s a good time to get start-
ed,” said Stirsman, who part1c1pates
With the Gallimore PTQO. “She is my
main motivation to run for school
board.

Please sece SCHOOL BOARD,A4
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Man wanted in assault, MDOP

Canton police are seeking a
warrant for a 20-year-old Detroit
man after he allegedly assaulted
his 19-year-old former girlfriend
and threw a brick through the
window of her parents’ home.

Police were called to the
woman’s home on Riverside,
where she lives with her parents
and her one-month-old baby.

She told police her former
boyfriend had come over to visit
their son, and while he was
there, asked to speak with her
privately in the bathroom.

While in the bathroom, she
said he began strangling her. The
fight continued, and the woman
was able to convince the suspect
to leave the house.

After he left, she said he threw.
a landscaping brick through the
window of the home, and another
through her car window. .

Five people were in the home
at the time of the assault.

* The suspect has six warrants

for his arrest, including two from
the Canton Police Department
for domestic violence.

Phony firearm

A Canton police officer got a
big scare, and extra points for
grace under pressure last week
when he was confronted with
what he thought was a gun in his
face. :

Early Saturday morning, the
officer saw a Chevy Blazer strad-
dling two lanes. He also noted an

obstruction — a pair of fuzzy dice

—in its rearview mirror.

He pulled the driver over near
Haggerty and Warren roads. He
asked the driver, a 17-year-old
Westland man, to.produce his
license, registration and proof of
insurance. -

The teen told police his license
had been suspended.. When the
driver opened his glove box, the
officer saw a large, bulky, E-
shaped, shiny metallic object.

cri me Sta*ts from page Ai |
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The officer said it appeared to be
the butt end of a handgun.

The officer asked the driver
what was in his glove box, and
the teen smirked, reached into
his glove box and pulled out the
object. '

“Holding it in a manner that
one would hold a handgun, (he)
swiftly rotated his body in his
seat and pointed the object right
at me,” the officer wrote in his
report. o

Following the officer’s demand,
the Blazer’s driver dropped the
object in his lap. It wasn’t a gun,
but rather a.chrome handlebar
bracket from a bicycle.

The driver laughed “and
thought it was funny” that he
had frightened the officer,
- according to the report.

 He was taken into custody, and

was issued citations for lane .«
straddling, driving while license
suspended, obstructed vision and
no proof of insurance. :

Doggie damage
Last Thursday, Canton policé
were called to a Comet Court res:
idence regarding a very large,
four-legged, unwanted visitor. -.°%
The man who called police tg
his home said his neighbor’s dog
frequently visits his yard. The
dog is friendly, he said, but he
had to put his foot down when
the animal jumped through his
screen door and damaged the;
door and bay window in his
house.
Police took the dog home and
detained him until his owner
came home. The dog owner said
his children must have acciden-
tally let the dog loose. He wa§:!
ticketed for having an animal at;
large, and will appear in court in
May.

Law Wy

The same is true of traffic
enforcement, he said, and the
department uses a similar
approach to beef up patrol where
it’s needed most. :

The result was a 12-percen
increase in traffic citations
issued last year. The department
wrote out 18,225 citations in
2000, compared to 16,182 the
year before.

The targeted traffic enforce-
ment meant a small decrease ~ 1
percent — in traffic accidents.

“That amount may be small,”

Santomauro said. “But we see it’

as a dramatic decrease, because
what we had expected to see as
more people drive through Can-
ton was an increase in acci-
dents.” "

The type of traffic accidents
also changed, as there were
more “fender benders” and fewer
gerious or fatal crashes in 2000.

“That’s directly correlated to
how much rural area there is in
the township,” Santomauro said.
As the rural roads give way to
development, the number of
higher-speed, serious injury acci-
dents occur.

However, hit-and-run acci-
dents on public property
increased by 37 percent, from
108 in 1999 to 148 in 2000.

Case closed

The department also closed
significantly more cases by
arrest in 2000 than it did in
1999. Last year, 1,115 cases
were closed by arrest, compared
to 816 the previous year, repre-
senting a 37 percent increase.
The figures mean that the
department closed half of its

caseg#by arrest. About a third of
the cases were closed adminis-
tratively when officers or detec-
tives came to the end of the
investigation and exhausted all
leads, said Canton Police Sgt.
Alex Wilson.

Another 17 percent were
closed by exception, he said.
Most cases that are closed by
exception are let go because a
vietim decides not to prosecute.
Still others are closed due to
unusual circumstances, such as
the death of the suspect, Wilson
explained.

One area of investigation that
realized very significant increas-
es was the number of juvenile
cases, which leapt from 147 in
1999 to 215 in 2000. The number
of juvenile petitions nearly dou-
bled from 86 in 1999 to 166.

The reason for the increase is
twofold, Wilson explained.
Changes in legislation now
require reporting of certain inci-

dents — such as physical or ver- -

bal assault ~ on school property,
go police are called more often
than they once were. .

Further, in the wake of several
serious violent incidents at
schools nationwide, there is a
heightened awareness of juve-
nile activity, Wilson said.

Local patrols

Santomauro credits most of
the good news and solid num-
bersto officers on the street and
the department’s commitment to
community policing.

Community _ policing, he
explained, is a philosophy the
department adopted about five
years ago, and breaks the 36-

= 30000
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square-mile township into small
sections, with officers assigned
to most, of the time in the same
section. of the community. The
philosophy has evolved and has
become even less centralized and
administratively based and has
become"more community-based.

“These are bright officers that
know these areas and work
these areas,” Santomauro said.
“We believe in letting the practi-
tioner on the street work their
own areas.”

Further, he said, 85 percent of
the department’s personnel
works the streets. In most
departments, 60 percent patrol
the community.

“We believe officers need to be
in scout cars working the roads,”
he said.

Santomauro said while the
crime statistics are solid signs
that the department’s efforts are
paying off, that’s no reason to
rest. ’ '

He said average response
times grew a minute longer =~

‘from eight minutes in 1999 to

nine last year. To address the
issue, the department is hiring
six new officers, a slightly higher
number than Canton would nor-
mally hire in a year. .
“We use these stats as bench- @

"marks,” Santomauro said. He

said the next set of numbers he’s
eager to examine will be |
shoplifting crimes as several
major retailers and new shop-
ping centers are constructed in
Canton. '
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STAFF PHOTO BY PAUL HURSCHMANN
Volunteer duty: Dr. David Janda, discussing therapy with patient Bruce Andres of
Livonia, gives 20 hours a week to the Institute for Preventative Sports Medicine,
which he founded 12 years ago.

According to Janda, the study

- showed that breakaway bases

would prevent 1.7 million
injuries and save $2 billion in
health care costs if every field in
the country had them.

“When I testified before
Congress, I asked them to guess
how much we spent on that sur-
vey, and the guesses ranged
from $500,000 to $5 million,”
Janda recalls with a smile, “The
truth is, that survey cost us
$1,000. That’s not a lot of bang
for the buck, it’s a sonic boom.”

But Janda worries HMOs and
insurance companies are becom-
ing so pervasive in today’s medi-
cal world that cost savings are
going to be the only concern, and
that cost cutting will be done by
rationing care.

“HMOs and insurance compa-
nies are usurping patients’
rights,” Janda declares. “I think
they’re placing patients at con-
siderable risks.”

The base study was the first,
but not the only, study that con-
vinced Janda doctors are putting
too much emphasis on treating
injuries and not nearly enough
on preventing. For instance, he
learned in one study that lighter
weight baseballs could prevent
injuries when players are hit by
a pitch. He also suggests “head-
ing” drills for soccer teams be
done with a beach ball, not the
standard soccer ball.

Janda says many people

believe sports injuries are the
most under-recognized illness in
the country. According to his
studies, there will be 12 million
injuries among athletes 5§ to 22
years of age. His book includes a
20-point checklist he says would
“prevent 2,500 to 3,000 injuries
in Plymouth” alone.

“Most of the injuries are pre-
ventable,” Janda said. “What 1
hope the book will tell people is
not to believe everything you
see, hear and read. You've got to
check it out.”

Divine inspiration

Janda has been checking it out
for 12 years, donating 20 hours a
week. He started the Institute
after a stunning experience he
had in a hospital room when his
then 11-month-old daughter,
Allison, was stricken with what
they feared was a bone marrow
illness.

Worried it was leukemia,
Janda knelt in prayer and told
God he’d gladly change places
with his sick child. Instead of
that, Janda heard a whisper:
“Don’t stop your research, Estab-
lish an institute. Focus on pre-
vention.” A short time later, Alli-
son opened her eyes.

It was a story right out of the
Kevin Costner film, Field of
Dreams. Janda understands, but
brushes aside, skepticism about
the event.

“Some people might not

believe it, but it happened,” he
said. “I never shared the story
except with my immediate fami-
ly. But I thought it was impor-
tant to put the book in perspec-
tive'”

Since then, he has devoted a
large portion of his life to the
institute. Funding has been a
major problem, because the
institute won’t accept money
from some companies and does-
n’t ask for any government fund-
ing.

“Taxpayers shouldn’t fund
research,” Janda said. “Getting
funding has been a nightmare.
Many people talk the talk, but
when it comes time to walk the
walk, they’re AWOL.”

One notable exception has
been General Motors, which
jumped in with both feet when
Janda approached the company
with his idea for a study of
chest-impact injuries. Dr. David
Viano, the principal research sci-
entist for GM, readily accepted
Janda’s challenge to help.

“GM jumped right in,” Janda
said. “I have to give them all the
credit in the world.”

Janda plans to continue his
life’s work, charging parents,
grandparents and community
activists to become involved.

_ “I'd like to think this is a mis-
sion in my life,” Janda said.
“That day changed my life, and I
like to think it changed other
people’s lives by what I'm doing.”

SCHOLARSHIPS

Paul A. VanDeVen, son of
Anton and Julie VanDeVen, a
Northwood University senior
from Canton, was granted the
Martin E. Goldman Memorial
Schoolarship for the 2000-2001
academic year.

GRADUATES
. The following students from-
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Did you know?

B April is National Poetry

Month? ' '

 l Three of the most nutritious
fruits are papayas, strawberries
and cantaloupes? .

B Every year has a least one
Friday the 13th, but never more
than two? Two Fridays in 2001
fall on the 13th, April and July.

B An easy way to sharpen
scissors is to fold a piece of alu-
minum foil three or four times,
then cut through it several
times?

B Reading ig Fun Week is
April 15-21?

W April 15 is the 89th anniver-
sary of the sinking of the Titan-
ic? ‘

n Fear of the number 13 is
known as triskadekaphobia?

Teen verse

Here are some recent poetry
anthologies geared toward teen
readers:
M The Pain Tree, and Other
Teenage Angst-Ridden Poetry by
Esther Pearl Watson and Mark
Todd

M Slam by Cecily Von Ziegesar

B Truth and Lies: An Antholo-

* gy of Poems by Patrice Vecchione

W Voice: Poetry and Art from

CAMPUS NOTES

Canton received degrees from
Western Michigan University in
December and the end of the fall
session of the 2000-01 school
year: Lisa M. Blackmer,
Owen Carl Carter, Christo-
pher B: Curry, Martin A.
LaPorte and Joshua B, Tol-
bert. The following students
from Plymouth received degrees
from Western Michigan Univer-

Around the World by Barbara
Brenner

Teen fiction

Here are some new fiction
selections for teens available
from the library: )

M The Night of the Pompon by
Sarah Jett

B The Boxer by Kathleen Karr

B The Truth Out There by
Celia Rees '

B Waiting for Deliverance by
‘Betsy Urban '

W It’s not easy Being Bad by
Cynthia Voigt

Qand A :

Q: What is the “Big Wind?”

A: On April 12, 1934, the high-
est-velocity natural wind ever
recorded occurred in the morn-
ing at the Mount Washington,
N.H., Observatory. Three weath-
er observers, Wendall Stephen-
son, Alexander McKenzie and
Salvatore Pagliuca, observed
and recorded the phenomenon in
which gusts reached 231 miles
per hour, “the strongest natural
wind ever recorded on the
earth’s surface.” The 50th
anniversary was observed at the
gite in 1984, with the three origi-
nal observers participating in
the ceremony.

Source: Chase’s 2001 Calendar .

of Events

Web Watch

B www.AdditiveGames.com
B www.getfit.com

M http/2millionlives.com

M www.achievement.org

M http//askart.com

sity in December and the end of
the fall session of the 2000-01
school year: Elizabeth Erin
Fry, Megan E. Harvey, and
Sarah Pratt

Vicki L. Vensel of Plymouth,
has fulfilled requirements for a
bachelor of arts in Health Care
Administration from Concordia
College.

{50000

For young readers

Here are some new children’s
books available from the library:

W Hug by Jez Alborough

B Testing Miss Malarkey by
Judy Finchler

B Give Me Liberty! The Story
of the Declaration of Indepen-
dence by Russell Freedman

B The Mystery of Mr. Nice:
From the Tattered Casebook of
Chet Gecko, Private Eye by
Bruce Hale

Hot Topic of the Week

B The library will soon have
three new  self-checkout
machines in operation. Self-
checkout has been very popular,
especially with children who love
being able to check out their own
library materials. The library
recently began using a new wire-
less system that requires a spe-
cial tag in each of the library’s
approximately 175,000 items.
Library staff began inserting
these tags early last summer,

“but some items, especially popu-

lar titles that are usually out,
haven’t been tagged yet, and
patrons using self-checkout
would be stopped in the process
when an untagged item was

“encountered. Library managers

are working hard to get the
remaining items tagged so that
self-checkout can be turned on.

@ the Canton Library is com-
piled by Laura Dorogi of the
library staff. The library is at
1200 8. Canton Center. For more
information about library pro-
grams and services, call (734)
397-0999.

Miller students hit the spotlight

Talent show:
Sarah King,
10, performs
Faith Hill’s
“Breathe,” in
a caberet
style outfit
during o
dress
rehearsal
for the first
talent show
at Miller
-Elementary
in Canton
recently.
Parent
Suzanne
-Zabowski
organized
the 26 acts
featuring
third-,
fourth- and
fifth-graders
performing
a number of
acts from.
mausical tal-
ent, dance,
‘magic and
gymnastics
to jump-rop-
ing and
karate. The
school hopes
to make it
an annual
event. |

STAFF PHOTO BY PAUL HURSCEMANN

Teacher contract ;.......

scale is $24,000. Those two
groups of teachers had been
pressing for parity with their
counterparts. : :

“They don’t get the pay or
recognition they should,” said
Portelli. “They do the same
teaching job, but don’t receive
the same teacher’s pay. We
couldn’t get them there this
year.”

Tom Cotner, who was a PCEA
negotiator for 20 years and the
chief negotiator for the current

pact, said the proposed contract

failed to treat all teachers equal-
ly. -
“There wasn’t enough total
money, and it wasn’t equally dis-
tributed,” said Cotner. “Only
two of the 11 steps received the
bigger increase, while we all will
be working an extra day (next
school year).”

However, the PCEA leadership
felt differently, noting they
wanted to be more competitive in
the two steps.

“This is the best place to put
the money,” said Gustafson. “It’s
not hurting the people in the
middle.”

In fact, union representatives
point out teachers receiving the
1.75 percent pay hike, combined
with a step increase, are really
getting pay hikes between 4.7
and 9 percent. It’s obvious, how-
ever, most teachers who voted
didn’t see it that way.

“We're not really sure where
we go from here,” said
Gustafson., “We’ll have to go
back to the bargaining table, but
I'm not sure what that will get
us. It’s anybody’s guess.”

Figures released by the PCEA
show a first-year teacher, who

under the current pact earns
$34,734, would have jumped to-,
$35,776. A teacher at the top of -
the scale, with a master’s degree,
is currently paid $67,700. The
new contract would have
increased that salary to $69,767. -

Portelli said the contract was
basically a one-year extension, .

with only a limited number of

issues discussed at the bargain-
ing table at the request of Super- *
intendent Kathleen Bocher. :

“It’s not a good time to go for a .

‘multi-year agreement,” said :

Booher. “We need to get our new |
executive director for human
resources on board and start a
more comprehensive process.s
with the person who will be with s
us long term.” | .
The two sides began bargain-
ing in January, and reached a |
tentative agreement March 29.

Karen

Noon to 2 pm and 4 to' 6 pm
in Intimate Apparel
Livonia

Join us for pajama party
giveaways, trivia and fun,
and meet designer
Karen Neuburger.

1o sign your purchdse

of pink ribbon pajamas,
which support breast cancer
research. And register to win
an opportunity to walkk

with Karen Neuburger

and Jacobson’s

in the Susan G. Komen
Race for the Cure®

on Saturday, April 21.

Friday, April 20 -

She'll be happy

MON-SAT 10-9 « OPEN SUN AT NOON

Neuourger

personal appearance
& pajama party

.

Jacobsons

Birmingham ¢ (248) 644-6800 Livonia ¢ (734) 691-7686

Rochester + (248) 851-6000
jacobsons.com

\
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“Everything seems to run pret-
ty smoothly, and I don’t see any
particular issues,” added Stirs-
man. “Besides a few hiccups,
such as some issues pertaining
to the new high school, there’s
no one issue I want to change.”

Stirsman said her Web design
and desktop publishing business
gives her opportum’cles to be
available for school issues during
the day, when most others are
working.

“I want to get involved,” she
added. “Even if I'm not elected, I

will seek out other ways to be
involved with the schools.”

Veronica Fox said she'd like to
become the first African Ameri-
can on the Board of Education.
While she didn’t get into the
school board race because of the
controversy surrounding the
Black History Month letter pub-
lished in the high school newspa-
per, she said it was a catalyst in
her seeking office.

“Because of that issue, it
brought me to the realization
that as a parent I need to partic-

1pate more,” said Fox, 43, a sub-
stitute teacher “1 started teach-
ing to make a difference and
have a positive influence on our
kids. But, I realized that as an
African American parent I had-
n't done enough. This is a way
of becoming involved.

“We need to get more parents
to participate in their kids edu-
cation,” she added. “We also
need to encourage more African
Americans to participate in the
process. By working together we
can make the school district bet-

ter on all counts.”

Fox said that because of the
district’s size and diversity, she
believes it can become a model
for other schools throughout the
country.

“We have a diverse school com-
munity and we need to move for-
ward,” she said. “I think we've
been stagnate for some time.”

Fox is a parent to a freshman
and senior, and is caring for a
nephew who is a seventh grader
at Discovery. ’

Tom Wysocki is known to

" NOW OPED

Hungry for Greek
specialties? How about
some Italian delicacies?
Or are you more _\
in the mood for
something like
Steaks, Ribsor
Chops? No matter
what it is you're
hungerin’ for, there’s
one place you can get it:
Grecian Café. And now
you can have it served to
you by the area’s most
efficient, friendliest g
staff at any time,
 day or night, since
we began our
- 24-hour service.

Good Food

'24 HO

 GRECIAN CAFE-

Family Restaurant

GREEK and AMERICAN

Home Cooked Meals and Friendly Service!
413 N. Main Street ¢ Plymouth e« 734-455-7887

Full Carry-Out

at a Great Price!

P — . -

Service Availle

N

FOOD

L1036226
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many as the former president of
the Plymouth-Canton Music
Boosters. Now, he wants to use
that experience on the Board of
Education.

“I've prepared a lot over the
last seven years with my kids in
high school,” he said. “I've
become familiar with the opera-
tion, and there looks to be a lot
of challenges and Opportunltles
in the next couple of years.”

Wysocki’s top priority, if elect-
ed, will be the district’s finances.

4Funding is always going to be
a problem, especially with Pro-

gosal A,” said Wysocki. “It will -
e a challenge to keep a rein on .
finances.

“Im more of a team builder in
addressing problems,” he added. " .
“Our school district has a lot of .
diverse skills, and we need to
bring them together to make it a
better district.”

Wysock1 has a son who is a
senior in the district. His
daughter is a graduate of Ply-
mouth-Canton Schools. ‘

The last day to register to vote
in the June school board election
is Monday, May 14.

‘ .,pet:tmn) '
g :nﬁden

effort we put in, behind 1]

_served on the board, noting
the construction of twv
-gchool buildings, and hopes
‘next term.

F - goals for the district include

meeting. “People know all the

scenes as well as here at-
meetings.” v
Nodwell was appointed a
trustee in 1996 and won elec
tion'in 1997. = <
He said he is pleased”
the progress the district
made in the 5 1/2 years he has

for similar results dunng
Nodwell said hls Ieng—term

new high school and improv;
ing sports programs.

Center wins honors

The Salem High School Career
Resource Center has been cited
as an “example of excellence in a
high school career center”, by
the Mlchlgan Department of

by Steve Mansfield

AS SPRING
BLOSSOMS

As hyacinths uncurl below and
fruit trees form sprays of pastel
blossoms above, we cannot help
but feel a note of exciternent and
optimism at the coming of
spring. This is an unpredictable
season, however, with warm
spring breezes one day and cold
gusts the next. To preserve the
excitemnent of the urgent activity
of green shoots and tiny buds, it
helps to bring blossoms indoors
for display. Sprays are available
in pale white, soft pink, and
deepest rose, depending on the
type of fruit tree they come from.
By arranging cut stemns of
blossoms in the home, we can
fully appreciate their sculptural
beauty close at hand as well as
admire the tiny florets as they
continue to sprout.

Bring the beauty of a fresh
spring flower arrangement into
your home or office, and watch
the whole world seem to
brighten. With such a great
selection and a wonderful staff
waiting to help you, its no wonder
HEIDE'S FLOWERS & GIFTS is
celebrating over 100 years in
business. We're also your source
when you need Easter plants,
flowers, and gifts. We're located
at 995 W. Ann Arbor Trail,
Plymouth, and you can cali us at
453-5140, or visit our website at

www.heidesflowers.com, Look
for our next article in two weeks,
HINT: Spring is also the time to
display tulips in all their elegant
shapes and sumptuous colors.
L1037072

Research seems to confirm the
suspicion that injury fo a joint may
predispose a person to
osteoarthritis later in life. The study
by researchers at Johns Hopkins
University began between 1944

medical students were asked if they
had suffered any fractures, tears, or
dislocations of the knee or h:p
Years later, when the average age of
the study's participants reached 61,
it was found that 14% of those who
had suffered a knee injury during
their high school or collej%1 years
developed osteoarthritis of the knee
fcompared with 6% of the non-
injured doctors). Supervised
balance training and strength and
flexibility exercises can help avoid

leading to 4

e breakdown of protectrve cartilage.

UPDATE
Presented by
Hands On Center For Physical Therapy

JOINT EFFORT

arthritis by preventing further injury
and keeping the joint ahgned
If you've been ignorin those
twinges and aches, now's the time
to stop and take stock of your long
term health forecast. Ask your
and 1960, when more than 1,300 Elhysm:an for a referral to the
ANDS
PHYSICAL THERAPY,
Plymouth, at 470 Forest Avenue,
Suite 20, As licensed physical
therapists With more than 10 years
of experience successfully treating
joint and muscle pain, we can
provide an accurate diagnosis, and
provide the correct therapr which
may include massage, ele
stimulation, ultrasound, and hot
and cold
information, please call 455-8370.

PS. In;urm% a joint can lead to arthritis by disrupting its structural integrity and

Career Development.

Vicki Bonner, coordinator o
the Salem Career Resource Cen:
ter, presented tips on creating
and developing a career center
at a recent conference at Mary
grove College, entitled “Tools fo
Professmnal Counselors 1n:
Urban Areas.”

Ford Rd 1Mife W, of 1-275
$4,00 Family Twilight 4-6om dally
$4,75 Kids & Seniors ail shows
$5.00 DAILY Matinees til pm
$5.75 with Student iD
$5.75 Late Shows Fri & Sat :
$6.50 Evenings Mon - Thurs SN KT N
& No Passes DIGITAL STERED
Unlimited Free Drink & .25¢ Corn Refills
Deluxe Alr Kockey Tahle

ERYONE
SAT&SUN @10 &11AM

a4 8415 MY DOG SKIP (PG}
42t & 422

RUGRATS IN PARIS {G)

JOHNNY DEPP PENELOPE CRUZ
¢3BLOW (R)
B 11:50, 2:15, 4:40, 7:10, 8:35
3POKEMON 3 (G)
(SUN 11:30) 1:30, 3:30, 5:30, 7:30
& SOMEOXE LIKE YOU (PG-13)
1:15, 3:15, 5:15, 7:15, 9:15
S TOMCATS (R}
1:00, 3:00, 5:00, 7:00, 9:00
S SPYKIDS (PG)
(SUN 11:05) 1:05, 3:05, 5:05, 7:05, 9:05
HEARTBREAKERS (PG-13)
1:50, 4:15, 6:45, 9:05 _
EXIT WOUNDS (Ry 9:30 s
SEE SPOT RUN (PG} SUN 11:00AM ONLY 44
Ceme on down to CANTON 6
and enter the SPY KIDS Contest.
You could WIN a Play Station 2 or
a SPY Xi0S spy pack plus many other

{ Buttery Popcorn
E FREE WITHTHIS AD oc,

ON CENTER FOR
located in

ctrical

acks. For more
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MARY E. WEBER
Services for Mary E. Weber, 54,
of Plymouth, were held April 10
at St. Thomas a’Becket Catholic
Church with the Rev. C. Richard
Kelly officiating. Burial was at
St
Hed-
wig
Ceme-
tery.
Mrs.
Weber
W oa s
born

Detroit
a n d
died
April 6
in Ply-
mouth.
Mary began working for the 35th
District Court in 1979 after
working for Canton Township
{or seven years. She loved her
job and the whole staff and had
many enjoyahle years with
them. She was dear friends with
the Plymouth and Canton Police
Departments. “She was one of
the most dedicated employees
the 35th District Court has ever
had, having served 22 years.
She will be sorely missed. Our
thoughts and prayers are with
her family and friends,” said
Kerry Erdman, court adminis-
trator.

- Judge James Garber delivered
a eulogy at her funeral.

She was preceded in death by
her sigter, Christine O’Dell.

Survivors include daughter,
JilL iDr. Dennis) MeCormack:
brother, Robert (Mona Lisa) Sir-
waitis; sisters, Janice (Gerald)
Sallan; Pat Sirwaitis, Barbara
{Paul) Gearns; and grandchil-
dren, Isabelle, Colin and Ken
McCormack.

Memorial contributiong may
be made to all Saints Catholic
School or The Alliance for Lung
Cancer. :

Arrangements made by
MecCabe Funeral Home Canton
Chapel.

MECHAEL T. PATRICK

Services for Michael T.
Patrick, 74, of Canton, were held
April 9 at St. John Neumann
Catholic Church with the Rev.
George Charnley officiating.
Burial was at St. Hedwig Ceme-

Marie E. Weber

tery.

My. Patrick was born Oct. 2,
1926 in Clune, Pa. and died
April 6 in Wayne. He worked |
and retired from Kelsey-Hayes.

Survivors include his wife,
Bernadine Patrick, daughter,
Sherry Foley; brother, John
Patrick; sister, Susie Sherbon;
three grandchildren and three
great-grandchildren.

Arrangements made by
McCabe Funeral Home Canton
Chapel.

WilLIAM &, SCOTT

Services for William Scott, 69,
were April 11 in Weise Funeral
Home with a funeral Mass fol-
lowing in St. Frances Cabrini
Church. Interment was at Our
Lady of Hope Cemetery, Brown-
stown.

Mr. Scott died April 8, 2001.

Surviving are his wife, Lillian;
daughters, Sandy (Paul) Riley of
Livonia, Cindy (Kevin) Meyn of
Canton, Kathy Sprague, and
L.aura (Dave) Varga of Livonia;
sister, Noralie (Jim) Steele; and
six grandchildren.

Memorial tributes may be
made to the American Heart
Association.

Arrangements were made by
Weise Funeral Home, 7210 Park
Ave., Allen Park 48101. (313)
382-1150.

AUDREY J. CAMERON

Services for Audrey J.
Cameron, 95, of Pinconning (for-
merly Plymouth) were held April

1 at Our Lady of Good Counsel
Catholic Church in Plymouth
with the Rev. Doc Ortman offici-
ating. Burial was at Parkview
Memorial Park in Livonia.

Mrs, Cameron was born Feb.
18, 1908 in Canada and died
April 4 at Huron Woods Nursing
Center. She was the last of 11
children. She and her husband
owned and operated the North-
western Hwy. Stone Yard in
Southfield for several years. She
was the past President of South-
fieid Business & Professional |
Woman’s Club and volunteered
for several organizations in the
Southfield and Plymouth area
before moving to Pinconning in
1995. She was a member of St.
Michael Church.

She was preceded in death by
her husband Robert D. Cameron.

Survivors include her son,
Robert (Phyllis) Cameron of Pin-
~conning; two grandchildren,;
three great-grandchildren; and

many nieces and nephews
Memorial confributions may
be made to St. Michaels Church
or Our Lady of Good Counsel or
any Hospice organization.
Arrangements made by Lee
Ramsay Funeral Home.

LLOYD EDWARD MUMPER
Services for Lloyd Edward
Mumper, 86, of Plymouth, were
held April 6 at First Presbyteri-
an Church with the Rev. James
Skimins officiating. Burial was
at White Chapel Cemetery in
Troy.

Mr. Mumper was born Dec. 12,
1914 in Detroit and died April 2
in Celebration, Fla.

He worked .
21 years at Burroughs Corp. |

then he worked at Uinisys. He .

was a veteran of the U.S. Army,
serving under General George
Patton during the Battle of the
Bulge in World War II. receiving
the Purple Heart. He was an
avid gelfer. He played three
times a week after he was
retired and wintered in Florida.
When he could. he golfed with
his brothers. Mr. Mumper was a
member of First Presbyterian
Church of Plymouth. Survivors
include wife, Helen L. Mumper
of Plymouth: daughter. Suzanne
B. (William?} Lunsford of Lake
Orion; son, Douglas A. {(Mary!
Mumper, Waterford: grandson,

Jeffrey D. (Carrie) Mumper of

Holly: step-grandsons, Lance
Baker and Andrew Hoogerhyde;
and step-granddaughter, Mandy
Hoogerhyde.

Arrangements made by Ver-
meulen Funeral Home.

RISE MARIE GENRICH

Services for Rise Marie Genrich,
70, of Canton, were held April 11
at St. Thomas a’Becket Catholic
Church. Burial was at Holy
Sepulchre Cemetery.

Mrs. Genrich was born Feb.
24, 1931 in Detroit and died
April 7 in Arbor Hospice. She
was a homemaker. -

She was preceded in death b
Dina Dattilio.

Survivors include husband,
Bruno Genrich: sons, Ronald
(Gail), Patrick (Jan), David
(Betsy), John (Jodi), Michael
(Mary), Bruno (Diana), and
Richard (Adriana); daughters,
Ann Marie (Mark) Rockov, and
Julie (Jim) Dillon; brother,
Albert (Stella) Dattilio; sisters,
Edith (Ray) Shemke, Antoinette
(Jack) Agosta, and Helen Dat-
tilio; and 21 grandchildren.

Arrangements made by L.J.
Griffin Funeral Home.

JOSEPHINE B. NOWAK

Services for -Josephine B.
Nowak, 81, of Inkster, were held
at the New Faith Chapel in
Romulus. She was buried at

CALL 800-424-8185 TO ORDER ANYTIME. STORE HOURS: Laurel Park Place (

LOCATED AT LAUREL PARK PLACE IN LIVONIA, CORNER OF NEWBURGH ROAD AND SIX MILE ROAD (TAKE THE SIX MILE ROAD EXIT OFF INTERSTATE 275).

5 e B R rrrw e

open at 9:00 am on saturday, april 14

Dress pumps from-E
Moda, Van Eli and

IN WOMEN'S SHEES.

FAS

953-7500) open Sun.12-6, Mon.-Sat. 10-9. FOR INFORMATION cal! 953-7500.

CHARGE IT: Parisian Credit Card, MasterCard, Visa, the American Express® Card or Discover®.

UM R T BN RN FR ¥
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Michigan Memorial Park.

Mrs. Nowak was born Sept. 1,
1919 in Towner, N.D. and died
April 5 in Angela Hospice. She
worked as a seamstress.

Survivors include her hus-
band, Dominic; daughter, Patri-
cia M. (Howard) Killgrove; son,
Robert.J. Schwartz; step-daugh-
ters, Rose Marie (Robert) Foster .
and Mary (Al) Karacson; broth-
er, Frank Heit; sister, Betty
Dannis; nine grandchildren; and
six great-grandchildren.

Arrangements made by L.J.
Griffin Funeral Home Canton
Chapel. '

POF 11038107

R —




AB(CT)

The Observer & Eccentric/ THURSDAY, APRIL 12, 2001

Wanted: Young artists waiting for their ‘Passport’

The Observer Newspapers,
along with the Plymouth Com-
munity Arts Council, the Ply-
mouth Historical Museum and
the Plymouth Symphony, are
sponsoring an art contest for the
design of the mascot to represent
the new Passport to the Arts &
Culture program.

Passport to the Arts is an
incentive program that provides
all youth (K-12) with a passport
to travel the world of culture and

www.med.y

art available in the Plymouth
community.

The contest is open to youth in
grades K-8 in the Plymouth-
Canton School District. Stu-
dents are asked to design a mas-
cot, an animal or character, to
represent the Passport to the
Arts & Culture. Drawings
should represent a mascot {rav-
eling through the world of arts
and culture (art, music, and his-
tory).

Varicose veins are not just a cosmetic problem. In addition to pain and swelling, severe varicose
veins can lead to }nflamnmation and ulceration of the lower leg. The University of Michigan Health
System’s Division of Venous Disease is a full-service, state-of-the-art ambulatory medical facility
specializing in the evaluation and treatment of large and small vein problems. Our highly trained
board-certified surgeons can evaluate and treat your condition both surgically and non-surgically.
Contact us at (734} 432-7662 to receive your personal consultation or it you need more information.

Division of Vengus Disease
‘@ University of Michigan
E==ma=/a= Health System®

e —

19900 ﬂaggel:ty Road, Suite 105  Livonia, Mi 48152-1083

350 South Main ° Plymouth -734-416-01 00

Only 8 x 11 inch pencil draw-
ings will be accepted. Artists
should label the backs of draw-
ings with full name, address,
phone number, school name,
classroom teacher, grade and
age. There will be a public dis-
play of the works submitted at
Art in the Park (July 13-15). All
entries become the property of
Passport to the Arts and will not
be returned.

The winning drawing will be

POF L1038318

L1037891

adapted for use in publicizing
the program and for the cover of
the passport. The winner will be
acknowledged at the inaugural
Passport to the Arts & Culture
Family Concert Aug. 3 in Kel-
logg Park, an event of the Down-
town Development Authority’s
Music in the Air Series. Judges
will include music director and
conductor Nan Washburn of the
Plymouth Symphony and State
Rep. John Stewart, R-Plymouth

Skills clinic on tap for youth baseball, softbal

Now that spring is here, it's
time to sharpen those baseball
and softball skills. Canton’s
Recreation Division is sponsoring
an All Skills Clinic for baseball
and softball players to get them
ready for play. The clinic is being
held at Canton Softball Center on

Township.

Please deliver or mail entries
to The Plymouth Community
Arts council, 774 N. Sheldon
Road, Plymouth, MI 48170. Call
734-416-4ART or e-mail ply-
mouthsymphony@aol.com for
more information. Deadline for
entries is May 4.

The Passport to the Arts pro-
gram is supported by the Michi-
gan Council for the Arts and
Cultural Affairs, a partner agen-

Saturday, May 5 from 12-5 p.m.
and is open to boys and girls ages
7-14, Clinic instructors are Scott
Dickey, Canton’s Varsity Base-
ball Coach and Anne Robb, Girls
High School Coach and Pitching
Instructor.

The cost of $50 per person,

cy of the National Endowment

for the Arts. For more informa- -
tion on how you can support this -
program or the Aug. 3 concert .
through a gift of money, prize
incentives, time or energy, -
please contact Darlene Dreyer at -
the symphony office at (734) 451-
2112 or e-mail plymouthsympho- . -
ny@aol.com Please mail contri-
butions and letters of support to -
Passport to the Arts, P.O. Box
6379, Plymouth, MI 48170. .

)

includes five hours of profession-’
al instruction, a take-home drills;
sheet, contests, sports break, T-
shirt, rules review .and fun..
There is limited space, so please...
register by April 27. Registration .
can be done over the phone by
calling (734) 483-5600. '

A'.IW_e can jiiantv or vdeliiveﬂ

) Use peat moss when you plant.

PEAT MOSS
2.2 ¢u. ft. bug
REG, $5.99
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Beautp‘id evergreen living privacy fence,

Choose from ceramic,

OFFERS EXPIRE 4/18/01

Extended Spring Hours Begin April 16

Liteweight and terra cofta. 48

for youjustask |

y Double pink flowers in April, weeping form.
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and GARDEN CENTER

9900 Ann Arbo

Plymouth Rd. §

.7 Miles West-of 1275
11/2 Miles Sotith-of M-14

Corner of Gotfredson Rd.
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Your Sunday mornngs and Thursday
afternoons could be worth more than

they are right now.

How about turning some spare time into spendable cash?

It only takes a few hours twice each week to deliver your hometown
Observer or Eccentric newspaper and throughout the year you'll have a lot
of chances to win—and earn— some really great prizes.

We're looking for sons and daughters, moms and dads, and even
grandparents who would like to join our great carrier team. (You can't be

younger than 10 or older than dirt)

Just call one of the numbers here and we'll get things rolling:

WAYNE COUNTY: 734-591-0500

OAKLAND COUNTY: 248-901-4716

Observer &5 Eccentric

Part of HomeTown Communications N

THE

NEWSPAPERS

»

4
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It’s a deal: Sister Francilene VandeVyver, president of Madonna University, and Dr.
Thaddeus Radzilowski, president of St. Mary’s College of Ave Maria University,
sign an agreement on a teaching certificate program at St. Mary’s this fall. Witness-
ing are Dr. Ernest Nolan, Madonna vice president for academic affairs (left); Dr.
Tom Gladsky, St. Mary’s academic dean; Dr. Karen Obsniuk, professor in Madon-
na’s education department; Dr. Robert Kimball, dean of the Madonna College of
Education; Nicholas Healy, president of Ave Maria University; and Edward Czapor,
chairman of the St. Mary’s College Board of Trustees.

St. Mary’s and Madonna agree
on teacher certification program

Transportation gets a low score

BY MIKE MALOTT
HOMETOWN NEWS SERVICE
mmalott@homecomm.net

- On a scale of one to 10, how
would you rate southeast Michi-
gan’s current transportation sys-
tem? ]

Asked that question a survey
by the Southeast Michigan
Council of Governments, resi-
dents of the region gave the sys-
tem an average rating of just
4.19.

Condition of road surfaces was
main reason for that dissatisfac-
tion region-wide, although Oak-
land and Livingston county resi-
dents picked the lack of trans-
portation for people who prefer
an alternative to driving as the
most serious problem. Road con-

- ditions still placed second there.

As part of its 2025 Regional
Transportation Plan, SEMCOG
conducted a Regional Transit
Opinion Survey earlier this year.
Some 1,404 residents of the

region were questioned, but
those interested in providing
input can still submit responses
to the survey on the planning
group’s Web site at www. sem-
cog. org

The survey will be used to help
create a “regional transit vision”
in the 2025 Transportation Plan
this October. Responses will be
taken through June 1, according
to SEMCOG Executive Director
Paul Tait.

Preliminary results show that
support for additional funding
for public transit is highest
where residents are least satis-
fied with the current network.

Current regular use of public
transit is highest in Detroit, at
6.9 percent, and Waghtenaw, 4.5
percent. But overall for the
region, just 2.5 percent reported
regular use of public transit.
Nine percent said they had used
public transit in the last 60 days.

Forty-two percent said they
were “very likely” to use public

" transit if it was “clean, safe and

inexpensive.” Twenty-three per-
cent said they were unlikely to -
ever use public transit.

Potential riders rated safety, .
32 percent; reliability, 23 per-
cent; convenience, 23 percent;.
and routes, 21 percent, as the
most important factors in decid--
ing whether to use public tran-
sit.

"Residents said they Would be:
most interested in using publie
transit to go to the airport, 48"
percent; to go shopping or eat
out, 47 percent; to attend a spe-
cial event, 37 percent; to go to.
work, 34 percent; or partlclpate
in recreation, 33 percent.

Asked if they would support a:
tax increase for public transit,.
residents placed their hkehhood;
of supporting a tax on average at;
5.77 on that 1-10 scale. Detrozt*'-
and Wayne Cournity showed the-
hlghest support for a tax:
increase. Monroe County showed>
the lowest level of support b
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St. Mary’s College of Ave
Maria University and Madonna
University have signed an agree-
ment to offer a teacher certifica-
tion program in secondary and
elementary education starting in
the fall.

Courses in the education
major will be offered on the St.
Mary’s campus at Orchard Lake,
taught by members of both facul-
ties, Madonna will serve as the
certification agent.

. Dr. Robert Kimball, dean of
Madonna’s College of Education,
said St. Mary’s College is a “nat-
-ural partner” in that it shares
Madonna’s commitment to

“preparing teachers who are car-
ing, competent and professional.
We are looking forward to men-
toring St. Mary’s College as it
becomes a state-approved teach-
er-training institution.” .

The long-range goal, said Dr.

‘Thaddeus Radzilowski, presi-

dent of St. Mary’s College, is
that “over a period of five or six
years,” St. Mary's will get the
full right to certify teachers. He
added that the agreement is
important to St. Mary’s as a
soutce of new students and to fill
a need in society for more teach-
ers. '
In addition to state-mandated

courses for the certification of
teachers, St. Mary’s College will
incorporate courses in ethical
and moral training geared to
preparing students for teaching
in parochial elementary and sec-
ondary schools,

Dr. Radzilowski says Madonna
University in Livonia was cho-
sen as the mentor for St. Mary’s
because it has a state-certified
education department and “had
a successful track record” in thlS

' kmd of process.

For more information, contact
the St. Mary’s Admissions Office
at (248)683-0528.

locatlons :

Remember the

eyBaked

Baked Ham' Store Locations

Ann Arbor .
3446 Washtenaw Avenue (73

Birmingham

31190 Southfield Road (248) 540-0404

Dearborn Heights

23300 Ford Road {313) 274-9600

Detroit

3741 Fenkell (313) 862-8622

.Livonia..

15303 Memman Road (?34) 525 2994

H

468 South Milford Road (248) 887

Vic’s Market - Novi

4) 677-8500

eyBaked Express Lo

-Vic’s Market — Bloomfield Hills -
2055 Telegraph (248) 454-0700 ext. 115

Snook’s Butcher Shoppe - H:ghlandv_:

Roseville

29888 Gratiot Avenue (810) 775

-7900

Steriing Héights

Taylor

Troy

23143 Eureka Road (

44871 Hayes {810) 566-4700

34) 3742600

1081 East Lonq Lake Road (248) 689-4890
.West Bloomfield .

1t10n ‘

3205

33270 West 14 il Roatl (248) 851-2400

-»-Papa Joe’s ~ Rochester Hllls
2025 South Rochester Road {248

Busch’s ~ Saline
565 E. Michigan Avenu

Produce Palace

(73472296100
- Warren

42875 Grand River (248) 305-7333 ext. 143

Plymouth Market Place - Ptyméuth
110 West Ann Arbor Road (734) 453-2535

29300 Dequindre (810) 574-3000
Tenuta’s Foods — Waterford
33515 Sashabaw Road (248) 674-3811
W \i’ W. 1]()1'! (‘)" l')ﬁ 1{(‘(] LCOnl
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ANN ARBOR PLYMOUTH
M & Ml 3500 Pontiac Trail 874 W. Ann Arbor Road
(734) 662-3117 (734) 459-7410

Store Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs, & Fri, 10-6;
Sat. 10-4; Closed Wed. 8. Sun.
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eaning
torage

Your furs have taken care of you

all winter. Now it’s time to care for them
with Jacobson’s outstanding fur cleaning
and storage service.

Cleaning & storage, when you use
your Jacobson’s charge, $65

Cleaning & storage, all other
payment methods, $70

Storage only, $30

njoy the
advantages

Jacobson!

Birmingham ¢ (248) 644-6900 Livonia » (734) 581-7686

MON-SAT 10-¢ « OPEN SUN AT NOON | oo cior e (248) 851-6000
jacobsons.com
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All in the family

"CANTON CONNECTION

Easter egg hunt . Public Safety Service Officer, Staci Reynolds has
become a systems administrator within the |
department.

Reynolds, 32, will be responsible for all of the
deparment’s hardware and software systems.

e

Saturday’s the day for the annual Easter Egg
1 Hunt extravaganza hosted by the Canton Town-
1 ship Recreation Division.

<} This year’s hunt in Heritage Park has a new
4 format: Kids age 4 and under will search the | = o

- |: park grounds for goodies at 9:30 a.m., ages 5-7 go They re sul)erStars

off next at 10:30 a.m. and kids 8-10 years old | - Three Canton Observer carriers were recently
begin at 11:15 a.m. : honored by the newspaper for receiving straight-
.1 Egg hunters should arrive on time for their age | A marks on their report cards.

group, rain or shine. B Jordan Bartkowiak, 10, attends Gallimore
' Treats include candy, surprise eggs and a few | Elementary School, where his favorite subject is
- mystery items. ’ science. S

b ' - B Justin Desilets attends East Middle School.
Justin, 12, says his favorité classes are math
New in blue and science. “This is my first year in middle

. " hool and I have to work hard to get good
Gregory William DeGrand has joined the Can- Z‘; ag(()es,”rel}usti na::ys(.) ork very 0 get goo

ton Public Safety Department as a patrol officer. B Kyle Sanders, 10, is a student at Tonda Ele-

|: He is the department’s 71st sworn officer. : . : .
; , 1 mentary School. His favorite class is social stud-
oerend, 24 sraated rom Mickigan, Sate | {0'and b v leping g, e, basebal
4 Y and basketball.

in criminal justice. He graduated from Police
Corps Academy at Ferris State University.

He’s a Saline resident.

Meanwhile, after spending nearly a decade as a

o
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“] like delivering the Observer because I like
talking to my customers,” he says.

Model Kids: Canton residents Daniel Allera, 6, and his sister, Emily, 4, served as the
models for this bedroom mural painted by their father,
Chuck. The mural, done with the help of a photo and;
computer scanner, is on Chuck’s bedroom wall of the

» ® | | | | & family’s home on Ashbury Street.
Mediaéine' =2z _ | 5
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BONFIRE’S EASTER

A Buffet Beyond Belief! Easter Sunday 10am to 8pm,
Adults $16.95 + Kids 5-12 $8.95 « KIDS UNDER 5 FREE
Selections change throughout the day. Sample items include:

Smoked Salmon « Carved Ham « Baeon & Sausage |
;, Spinach & Wild Mughroom Eggs Benediet
B8 Belgjon Waffles with Strawberries & Whipped Cream
{  Pan-Searcd Applejock Chicken + Postries & Bresds |
Tontina Quiche » Pastas & Selods + Fresh Fruil
Roested Eggplent Etouffee « Apple-Glazed Pork Loin
...AND MUCH MORE
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it Bonfire Bistro & Brewery
| 39550 Seven Mile Road
Northville » {248)735-4570
Call for reservations.
www.michiganmenu.com
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| Online-Service

High Speed Internet Service _
PLANNING COMMISSION

As broad as broadband gets, MediaOne ‘- . | CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON
' - ' : " NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Road Runner makes the most of any S A & | PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE
\ : CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON, WAYNE COUNTY, MICHIGAN.

Computer freeing your phone line and ' ’ ' : " NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to Act 184 of the Public Acts of 1943 -
s .

P of the State of Michigan, as amended, and pursuant to the Zoning
. ‘ Ordinance -of the Charter Township of Canton that the Planning

. a“OWing yOU to biaze through the Intemeﬂ ' : Commission of the Charter Township of Canton will hold a Public Hearing

. : . : ’ ) ’ on Monday, May 7, 2001, in the First Floor Meeting Room of the Canton
Township Administration Building, 1150 S. Canton Center Road at 7:00
p.m. on the following proposed amendment to the Zoning Ordinance: )
FOREST TRAILS PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT (PUD) -
AMENDMENT #3- CONSIDER REQUEST TO AMEND THE PDD AS

" ‘ ] p
.95 B&Slc lnSta“ atlon ! PERMITTED IN SECTION 27.04 OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE TO
’ - L - DECREASE THE REAR YARD SETBACK FOR EACH BUILDING (1-7)

e Upto 50x fas’ter than a

i FOR PROPOSED HEATHERS OF CANTON. CONDOMINIUM ON
Or . PARCEL NOS. 010 99 0001 001 AND 010 99 0004 006. Property is located

phone modem ‘ on the west side of Sheldon Road south of Joy Road.
* Twice as fast as a DSL h 95 | = SO e
. , R = ]-.l 1Y : R S=
S - $49-95 Professional :F
| » wE EEL ’ . =
e Neverhavetodialin . I n Stal l atlo n ‘ == % T =
: , . _ : : %
e Constant Connection | - o = =H IR-5 .
’ < Z SRRSO
 No More Busy Signals . . 1 ' C B D |
- - Plus, service as low as N LR 2E B
* FreesUpYourPhoneline  $49,95/month for 3 months || ¢ S i sh
e You Won't Get Kicked Off ' s SR

e Experience a Wide Range of

:L)

!Egil‘," PN

[’
]
_t
LIPS &

: =

Rich Multimedia Content 2e 2 El=S 1
. ST ]
. FQ._M 6 = 'l,," P
5 .1 164C § ' %
AN 1eTrTTT : v """' [axa e l4 =

WARREN

i . ‘ ’ _ . » Written éomments, address;ed to.the Planning Commission sho’ﬁ'ld ‘be

received at the above address prior to Thursday, May 3, 2001 in order to be
: » v included in the materials submitted for review. ’
Some restrictions apply. Call MediaOne for details. Offer ends 4/30/01 VIC GUSTAFSON, Chairman

Publish: April 12 & 29, 2001
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Groups advised on how to apply for GreenWay grants |

BY PAT MURPHY
STAFF WRITER
pmurphy@oe. homecomm.net

Efforts to preserve green space
in Metro Detroit — and maxi-
mize the benefits — took a sig-
nificant step forward this week.

The Community Foundation

for Southeast Michigan
(CFSEM) on Monday laid out the
ground rules and process for
community-based organizations
to get money for pet projects,
such as linking the Rouge and
Huron river water sheds,
upgrading the 40 miles of bike
paths along 1-275 and acquiring
land for the Clinton River Trail.

“We've been waiting for a long
time,” said Linda K. Davis a
grant writer for Rochester Hills,
who expects to seek at least one
grant to acquire railroad proper-
ty. The land would become part
of the Clinton River Trail,
stretching from Macomb County
through Rochester Hills and
Pontiac to Sylvan Lake.

“I'm anxious to learn what it’s
going to take for communities to
apply and receive grants,” said
Al VanKerckhove, a bicycle
enthusiast from Plymouth.
VanKerckhove is active in the
Plymouth Area Greenway pro-
ject, and he’s interested in estab-
lishing nonmotorized pathways.

“This is the beginning,” agreed
Deanna Magee, director of com-

. munity services in Wixom. She

said her community is looking
for money to develop the 292-
acre Wixom Habitat.

The pathways, green belts and
habitats are envisioned as part
of the GreenWays Initiative —
an effort to link new and existing
recreational facilities in seven
Southeast Michigan counties.
CFSEM is sponsoring the initia-
tive, offering $25 million in seed
money to groups over five years
in the form of grants.

At Monday’s meeting in the
Novi Hilton Hotel, CFSEM out-
lined the process and guidelines
for grant seekers. “It’s a very
dry process,” said Daniel R. Dun-
can, chief planner for the Huron-
Clinton Metropolitan Authority,
“but a very necessary one.”

Duncan said the authority —
in concert with organizations
like the Washtenaw County
Parks and Recreation Commis-
sion ~- expects to apply for
money for connecting five miles
of trails at the Hudson Mills
Park near Dexter.

The deadline for this first
round of grant applications is
June 1, with the awards to be
announced in September. A sec-
ond round of grants will open
later this year — with a Dec. 1
deadline. Those awards will be
announced next April.

“It’s a very competitive pro-
cess,” said Mark E. Neithercut,
CFSEM vice president who will

Recumbent
cyclists meet

The Wolver-Bents Recumbent
Cyclists will hold a recumbent
bicycle ride "9 a.m. Saturday,
April 14, at the Willow
Metropark pool shelter, off exit
11 of 1-275.

For those not familiar with the
bicycles, the cyclist sits on a
comfortable chair-like seat.

Recumbent display and test
rides will be held 9-10 a.m. fol-
lowed by a group ride at 10 a.m.
The event is free and open to all

bicyclists. For more information,

visit www. lmb. org/ wolbents or
call (734) 485-9058.
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review grant,applications, “but
there’s no advantage in speed.”
Rather than being among the
first to apply, he said, organiza-
tions would be further ahead —
and more likely to succeed — by
being thorough. “They (appli-
cants) must take the time to
make a case for the importance
of their project,” said Neithercut.
There’s no way of knowing
how many organizations will be
applying, said Neithercut, or
what the individual projects will

be. “Some organizations will

partner up on mutual projects,”
he predicted, “and we’ll look at
each application very closely.”
Anthony H. Feldhus, a
Macomb County resident, pre-
dicted the GreenWays Initiative
would prompt more cooperation
between organizations — there-
by maximizing efforts to pre-
serve greenspace and maximize
recreational opportunities.
“That’s a tremendous idea and a
great incentive,” said Feldhus,

an engineer at the General’

Motors Truck Group in Pontiac.
The concept of the GreenWays

Brand Nev
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27475 Huron Circle

(248) 735-1500
' waltonwood.co

Canton
00 N. Canton Center Road

(734) 844-3060
Canton-Brand New!
42600 Cherry Hill Road

(734) 981-7100

! Located at Tiwelve Oaks Mall -

e Luxurious one or two bedroom
apartment homes

¢ Selection of services available

* Spectacular community

¢ Courtesy transportation

o 74 seat movie theatre, fitness
center, billiard/game room, café,
hair salon, and more!

Waltonwood at Twelve Oaks, Novi
Independent Living for the Active 55+ Adult

»

Initiative is “intriguing,” said
Leon E. Berger, president and
chief executive officer of Family
& Neighborhood Services in
Westland. “We work with
numerous organizations,” he
said, “and most of them are
intrigued, too.”

Fred Dore, a Farmington Hills
resident, said he and other mem-
bers of the League of Michigan
Bicyclists hope to upgrade the 40
miles of bike paths adjacent to I-
275, “Those bike paths have

been used a lot,” he said, “but

now they're deteriorating.

“This (GreenWays Initiative
grants) is an opportunity to
upgrade them,” said Dore, an
engineer at the Ford Motor Co.

Harry L. Salisbury Jr., project
manager for the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers, said he envi-
sions grants being used in con-
junction with federal or state
moneys for projects like the
Greater Detroit American Her-
itage River Initiative — which
seeks to beautify and enhance
the Detroit River and its tribu-

A Flavor of
Waltonwood!

—
WALTONWCEDD

Redefining Retirement Living

%, SINGH.

atrenmn eee L kUL

Rochester H;lls
3250 Walcon: Boulevird

(248).375-2500

.+ Lipdscon

taries, the Rouge, Ecorse and
Clinton rivers.

Christine A. Vogt, a visiting
assistant professor with Michi-
gan State University, said the
GreenWays Initiative will
undoubtedly impact the quality
of life for millions of residents.
“We want to study that impact,”
she said.

CFSEM is able to make grants
available, according to President
Mariam C. Noland, because of
donations from organizations
like the McGregor Fund, the
Kresge Foundation, the Carls
Foundation, the John S. and
James L. Knight Foundation,
the Matilda R. Wilson Fund, the
Whitney Fund, the Americana

i
i
Foundation and the Frey Foun-
dation. :

Organizations can get more
information, as well as help with
the application process, by call-
ing the Community Foundation
for Southeast Michigan at (318)
961-6675, or by visiting the Web
site at www.cfsem.org
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Voters: Get used to idea
of more school buildings

School bond issue. There. We've said it.
Now Plymouth-Canton Community
Schools voters can’t claim they're sur-

prised in the next year 6r so when talk of -

how to accommodate the district’s still
expanding population gels into yet anoth-
er ballot proposal.

QOur hope is that school officials will
clearly demonstrate the need for any new
construction or additional purchases and
effectively communicate that to all resi-
dents. In turn, the Observer believes vot-
ers should honestly evaluate any propos-
al and its impact on the schools and the
community before casting a ballot. If
that sounds easy enough, remember, it
hasn’t always been the case in Ply-
mouth-Canton.

But we're getting ahead of ourselves.

Why would a district that is opening one .

new school per year though 2002 be talk-
ing about building additional facilities?
In a word, growth. ‘

A report by the district’s Housing and
Facilities Committee recommends that
the school board review its property hold-
ings to accommodate future growth
areas, predominantly in southwest Can-
ton and Plymouth Township, but also in
neighboring Salem Township. “We're at
capacity in some buildings, and we're
especially concerned about the effects of
The Hamlet subdivision and Cherry Hill
Village (both in Canton),” said Marcy
Staley, a member of the committee. “It’s
a puzzle, and it’s hard to apply numbers
we don’t have yet. Until we get ahead of
the growth curve it will be difficult to
assess.” ’ N

The committee is recdmmending the
district look at building one additional
elementary school and also keep an eye
on acquiring additional property to
expand in growth areas. That’s on top of
Discovery Middle School’s debut last
August, and the scheduled opening for
Dodson Elementary next fall and Ply-
mouth High School in 2002, _

The committee’s report is in the form of
a recommendation and we note there’s no
timetable for additional ‘construction or
even a ballot issue. Based on previous

experience, school officials will have to do
their homework before going to voters
though. .
Growth patterns in Plymouth-Canton
have led to a somewhat checkered history

for millage and bond proposals. District
_ voters rejected a pair of millage increases

before Proposal A kicked in during the
early 1990s, leaving Plymouth-Canton
students on the short end when funding
formulas were determined. And then

Because the most rapid growth
is occurring in some parts of the
district, but not others, ballot
issues tend to have a poiarizing

' effect.

there was the 1997 bond issue (to pay for
the high school and Dodson), which
passed by 96 votes and was contested in
a nasty lawsuit. .

Because the most rapid growth is
occurring in some part of the district, but
not others, ballot issues tend to have a
polarizing effect. There is also a history
of vocal criticism from some corners,
which forces school officials to make a
credible case for any money-related
request. Although words and actions
sometimes become heated, we prefer that
to the alternative ~ voter apathy — by a
longshot.

And Plymouth-Canton voters have
shown they will pull through for the dis-
trict when there is a pressing need and
school officials make their case. Livonia
Public Schools reclaiming Lowell Middle
School and the subsequent bond issue for
Discovery being a recent example.

The next ballot proposal will be Super-
intendent Kathleen Booher’s first experi-
ence in going to the voters of Plymouth-
Canton. It’s bound to be an educational
one — for school officials and voters alike.

Taxihg odometers example
of low-mileage thinking

Few issues cause as much rancor
among Michigan residents as the condi-
tion of our state’s highways. It's almost
become a lesser-of-two-evils type of ques-
tion: Which do you despise more, orange
barrels or potholes? '

Even given the tremendous need for
the funds necessary to bring our system
of state and county highways up to date,
the recent talk of an odometer tax levied
against drivers on state roads seems like
one of the silliest notions to come out of
Lansing in a long time.

In case you missed news coverage of

the proposed odometer tax, here’s how it
would work: The state Department of
Transportation would somehow create its
own. global positioning satellite network,
which would then track the number of
miles driven by each vehicle and calcu-
late a tax based on those miles.

So far, state officials have agreed to
contribute $20,000 toward a $700,000,
two-year study conducted by the Univer-
sity of lowa and the University of Min-
nesota that seeks to identify alternative
road funding sources. Eight other states
are participating in the study.

Currently, state residents pay 19 cents
tax on each gallon of gasoline they buy,
which raises $943 miilion for the state’s
roads. That's admittedly a small portion
of the state’s $1.5 billion road budget.

The idea of taxing people an equitable
amount for the services they use is a fair
one. But with the gasoline tax already in
place, those who drive more frequently
than others do pay a greater share —
especially persons who drive gas-guzzling
SUVs and other vehicles that get poor
gas mileage. .

No, the concept of being creative to
generate more tax dollars for roads is
fine on the face of it. It’s the Big Brother
mentality behind an odometer tax that
should cause everyone to take pause.

There’s no doubt that between the gov-
ernment and countless communication
businesses, the technology exists to track
movement across the globe or, at the
least, across the United States. What
with cell phones and pagers and the like,

it’s probably not all too difficult to keep
tabs on many people right now.

But just how do government officials
plan on equipping vehicles with a device
that would allow such tracking? Sure, a
microchip could easily be installed that
would send a signal to the GPS network.
The question is, who does the installation
and, more importantly, who pays for it?

It would be a giant leap to ask
automakers to become partners in such a
venture. Countless other mandates have
emanated from the government over the
years concerning safety and energy con-
servation issues. Of course, those costs
have been simply passed on to the con-
sumer. : _

And who could forget the emissions
test that was a requirement for vehicles
in southeastern Michigan in order to
obtain a new automobile registration
each year? For several years, drivers
were forced to take the time and expense
to get a test that virtually everyone
agrees did little to keep foul-running cars
off the road. _

One can only imagine the confusion
and hostility that might arise if the state
decrees that owners must pay in time
and hassle for a microchip to be installed
in their vehicle. What penalty might be
administered to those who fail to comply?
License suspension? Fine? Jail time?

Thankfully, state senators short-cir-
cuited the idea earlier this month. When
considering the state’s $3.1 billion trans-
portation budget for 2001-02, they tacked
on an amendment offered by Sen. Gary
Peters (D-Bloomfield Township) ordering
MDOT to spend no more money on the
program. Senators accepted the amend-
ment without opposition before passing
the budget proposal in a 35-0 vote.

We've told our legislators time and
again that the state’s road network
should be a top priority. Anything less
detracts from Michigan’s ability to
attract new residents and businesses.

But an odometer tax is a concept whose
time is never. State residents are taxed
heavily enough when it comes to living
out the credo of the Motor City.

pril. 12,2001

A DEPENDENT.

W Road to freedom

I have read with interest the letters
from Patricia Courtney and Janusz M.
Szysko regarding the Plymouth-Can-
ton School administration’s decision to
allow the films Saving Private Ryan
and Schlindler’s List to be viewed and
discussed by ninth-graders.

.How can we best communicate to
our youth that freedom was not “free.”
It was bought with the price of human

suffering, courage in the face of terror,

and loss of life in the battlefield.

Freedom is a gift, not a right. The
gift of those who chose to sign the Dec-
laration of Independence, risking
everything they owned, every personal
goal they had, and their very lives so
that we might live in a country gov-
erned by the citizens. Freedom was
purchased at great cost.

I am humbled and overcome with
gratitude when acknowledging the
reality of the death of even one young
man lying far from home and family in
a grave in France or England. A young
man with hopes and dreams and
potential who gave it all up so that I

_could live freely to realize my hopes

and dreams and potential. It is an
awesome debt.

T’m not at all certain that the films
mentioned in my letter will be the
best way to help the children under-
stand their responsibility to not take
freedom for granted. I would be most
happy if anyone has a better sugges-
tion. This is an important topic and
deserves our attention. It would be
unfair to our children if we did not
léelp them understand the road to free-

om.

Sharon Spears-Doan

Eooblyggan s judgment

On behalf of a group that advocates
responsible gun ownership and backs
harsh penalties for violent criminals
who use guns to victimize others, I'm
appalled that Wayne County’s new
prosecutor, Mike Duggan, let Detroit
City Councilman Clyde Cleveland slide
out of court with a slap on the wrist
despite the evidence indicating that
Cleveland savagely beat his wife with
a gun, causing her permanent injuries.

Prosecutor Duggan ran on a plat-

- form of zero tolerance for gun crimes.

He’s been all over the state trying to

- make sure that no law-abiding citizen

aflywhere can ever obtain a concealed-
weapons permit and he’s repeatedly
promised to prosecute gun owners for
even the slightest offense. Yet when a
hoerrible attack with a gun was made
upon an elderly woman in his own
county, Mr. Duggan saw fit the perpe-
trator a pass. And under the current
CCW law, Mr. Cleveland will be eligi-
ble to receive a new concealed weapons
permit in two years.

1 have to wonder if the outcome
would have been any different had
Cleveland just been an average citizen
instead of a Detroit City Councilman.

The injustice against Mrs. Cleveland
cannot be remedied by our criminal
justice system due to Mr. Duggan’s
decision to allow a plea bargain for her
attacker. But the system which
allowed this to happen can be correct-
‘ed before it happens again. The new
CCW law that our legislature just
passed will take effect on July 1, and
under its strict new provisions, Mr.
Cleveland and other spousal abusers
in Michigan can be permanently
barred from ever obtaining a concealed
weapons permit. This law needs to be
allowed to take effect, and Mr. Duggan
needs to back off from his crusade to
overturn it in light of his involvement
in the Cleveland case.

As for Mr. Duggan’s decision to go

back on his word to the voters and let
Mr. Cleveland walk, the voters will
have the chance to remedy that injus-
tice when Mr. Duggan runs for re-elec-
tion. I can only hope that the good peo-
ple of Wayne County keep this inci-
dent in mind when they return to the

polls.
Ross Dykman
executive director,
Michigan Coalition for
Responsible Gun Owners
Lansing

M Thank you

On behalf of the Plymouth-Canton
Kiwanis Breakfast Club and First

. Step, we would like to express our

appreciation of your interest in and
coverage of our fourth annual Sweat
Suit Drive. Our 2001 drive was our
most successful with 238 sweat suits
contributed throughout the Plymouth
and Canton communities.

The information provided to the
communities through your newspaper
article by Alice Ashmore it gave a.
greater awareness of the needs of oth-
ers. Many times a need can be identi-
fied but the ability to .address that
need is limited. We are pleased to
have continued this program and see it
grow steadily over the years. It has
been expanded to include other Kiwa-
nis Clubs and to the local chambers of
commerce.

For us, the bottom line is helping in
the community. Thank you for helping
us do that. . :

Janet Ott.and Lily Ann
Beament
Plymouth

M Responsibility is ours

Another shooting, another bombing!
Should we be surprised? Don’t we see
how our society is conditioning chil-
dren for this and when it happens, we
ask why?

Take some time to listen to some
kids “play.” What are they doing? Not

- only are they playing guns, now days
they are playing with “toy” bombs. All
you have to do is push a button and it
blows up. This isn’t just-older children,
tllxés ig children as young as 2 years
0iQ., .

We allow our children to watch car-

toons and movies, listen to music and
play video games, all that promote
horrible violence. We go out and buy
them the “toys” to “play” with that pro-
mote killing and shooting. Then when
they get mad at someone, they do what
they’ve been doing all along, but just
with the real thing. Every person or

company that ever bought or made a

toy or movie had a part in that killing,

foo. .

Wake up people! Have you been a
part of training children to be violent?

Guns and bombs aren’t toys. We

- shouldn’t pretend to hurt peoplé. You

need to put a stop to all things that
promote violence or else your loved one
may be next.
Linda Svacha
Canion

B Four seconds

Feb. 15, 2001: just another day.
That’s how it started anyway, for me
and probably for a man and woman
who “met me” that night. ‘

Had plans for the weekend, two
birthday parties next month, vacation
this summer, I'm sure they had simi-
lar plans. We “met” that night when
my train collided with their car at Jon
Kronk and Lonyo, wasn't really even a
train, just two engines going about 45

I'M SORRY, MR. WATERS,
- BUT HYOU CAN'T CLAM
“THE GOVERNMENT"AS

* with all the rules, I don’t feel “guilty.” w

mph (still 500,000-plus pounds).

There are three different “eyewit-
ness” accounts about what happened,
but all three said they drove around
cars that were stopped at the railroad
gates. I had three bright lights (two of
them flashing); blowing a horn that
would give you a headache it’s so loud.
They had to see me.

Playing chicken, or just in a hurry?
Doesn't really matter, they're both
dead.

If they waited four seconds, I would
have gone by, we would have never
met, they could have done some of the
things they had planned, and I
wouldn’t be thinking about it at least
10 times a day every day.

Four seconds. ’

The speed limit was 50, I complied

iy,
ceal
A

1 was just deing my job. I feel bad; for
the conductor, who saw “a grapefruit-
size hole where car passenger’s fore-
head and brain should be,” for the
police, EMTs, and “clean-up crew” that
had to investigate, measure, check,
and clean up the scene, for the family
members who will never be with them
again. )

But mostly for a 5-year-old little girl
— the last thing I saw at the scene ~a
crying little girl hugging two adults,
family members of the dead couple?
Was she their daughter? What are
they going to say when she asks, “Why
did mommy and daddy die?”

“They were trying to save 4 sec-
onds?” '

I never really thought about what if
there were no tomorrow. Now I think
about it all the time, every time I drive
my car through an intersection (will :
someone run a red and end my life
now?), a heart attack while I take the
trash out, is everything “in order.”
Like it or not, am I ready to die right
now? .

Everybody has been late orin a
hurry when a train is coming. Most
people have at least thought about “I
can beat it.” We don’t win ties, but you -
do lose. = ,

If you have to “think about” some- -
thing, think about the 300 semi trucks .
that aren’t on the road withyou
because. of that one train, or, better
yet, think about your kids, husband,
wife, mother or father when someone
has to explain why you're dead.

Four seconds. . :
' Michael Ritz
Livonia.
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économy: Sometimes it looks
the darkest before sunrise

What an economic roller coaster! ‘
The stock market plunges 200 points’'on one

day and bounces up 400 points the next. Ford, '

General Motors and DaimlerChrysler all lay off
employees, together with the entire parts suppli-
er industry. The Michigan unemployment rate,
which had averaged 3.5 percent during last year’s
spring quarter, rose to 4.5 percent in January,
the first time it
went above the

in 69 consecutive
months.

that things always
look the darkest
just before the sun
rises. But don’t
trust my hunch.
Instead, look to the
economic forecast-
ers.-The Research
Seminar in Quan-
titative Economics
d (RSQE) at the Uni-

versity of Michigan
produces some of
the best economic forecasts in the nation. Their
forecast update for 2001 for the Michigan econo-
my was released last week.

Although it makes for pretty dry reading, it’s

ul Powet

essential stuff for anybody who has a stake in

what happens to our economy.

Here are the main points of the forecast:

B Employment in Michigan will decline mod-
estly through the rest of this year and begin a
modest rise early in 2002. This means this year
would mark the first consecutive quarters of job
decline since 1990-91.

M Unemployment is forecast to increase from
4.5 percent to 5.3 percent by the end of the year,
with around 30,000 jobs lost during 2001,

M The main cause is weakness in manufactur-
ing, especially in the automotive sector. Auto pro-
duction began to slide last summer and invest-
ment in industrial equipment is off, as well.

W Growth in personal income, which increased

- at a healthy rate of 5.2 percent in 2000, is fore-

' cast to drop to 2.8 percent, the consequence of a
weaker labor market, especially in the high-wage
manufacturing sector.

. M The local rate of inflation is expected to drop

* from 3.6 percent in 2000 to 3 percent for 2001.

So, you may ask, are we in a recession? It’s a
near thing, as a recession is usually classified as

two quarters of what the economists call “nega-

- tive economic growth.”
The folks at RSQE say the loss of 30 000 jobs in

national average °

My own hunch is .

Michigan is sufﬁclently modest to avoid being
classified as a recession.”
Certainly the RSQE forecast contains real

grounds for hope, assuming one gets through this - |

year. In 2002, employment should be picking up
in the automobile industry and in construction.
Wages and the number of hours worked in a
week should be increasing, and so, too, should
personal income. The threat of inflation should
remain low, and there is a real chance that inter-
est will come down another half point or so.

I talked to Joan Crary, one of the smarter econ-
omists around, who is largely responsible for the
Michigan forecast. I asked her what advice she
had for the ordinary person reading this column.

“Don’t panic,” she said. “The stuff coming down
since the first of the year looks a little ugly, and
plainly we're not in the boom times we enjoyed
for the past few years. But compared to the reces-
sion in the early 1990s, this isn’t bad. Unemploy-
ment will be nothing like what it was then, and
even though p#ople who have been laid off have
suffered a big shock, most of them will have a
much easier time finding a job than they did in

In 2002, employment should be pick-
ing up in the automobile industry and

. in construction. Wages and the num-
ber of hours worked in a week should
be increasing, and so, too, should per-
sonal income.

the ’90s recession.”

Crary also thinks the Michigan economy is in

far better shape than it was a decade ago. “We're

far more diversified than we were; we're less
dependent on the auto industry. There has been
considerable growth in the service sector and
even in information technology. That said, Michi-
gan is still heavily dependent on the auto indus-
try, and that makes for ups and downs built into
the very structure of our economy.

Crary's last words of advice? “Check the energy
efficiency of your home this summer. Because the
next heatmg season we're going to see natural
gas prices gomg up a whole lot.”

Phil Power is chairman of HomeTown
Communications Network Inc., the company
that owns this newspaper. He welcomes your
comments, either by voice mail at (734) 953-
2047, Ext. 1880, or by e-mail at ppower@
homecomm.net

Detroit Race for the Cure
has meaning close to home

My daughter and I will be out of town for the
April 21 Detroit Race for the Cure for breast can-
cer -— a race we have run in for most of its 10-
year span.

But, this year, in particular, our hearts will be
here, even if our legs are not.

My sister was diagnosed with breast cancer
Jjust over a year ago. I have several friends who
have been successfully treated, but it’s the first
time that breast cancer has invaded my family.

Birmingham Public Schools teacher Judy
Kaye’s diagnosis
and treatment
overlapped my sis-
ter’s.

- I know from
watching my sis-
ter go through
surgery,
chemotherapy and
radiation, what a
terrific toll it
takes. For months
after the surgery,
hair loss, nausea,
fatigue and fear
are constant
reminders of what
you would like to
forget.

I saw her call on resources I didn’t know she
‘had and emerge a stronger person. Kaye, 54, has
‘done the same.

. This petite Canton resident has the big job of
‘teaching high school special education students
.during the school year and serving as principal of
‘the district’s summer school. Although she obvi-
‘ously took some time off, she was back at work as
:soon as possible.

- She attributes that to care she received at the
:Karmanos Cancer Institute in Detroit, which co-
‘sponsors the Race for the Cure locally, and to the
fact that she 11terally ran while awaiting surgery

.and through six months of chemotherapy treat-
‘ment.

“My focus was to train for the surgery,” she
‘says. “I wanted aggressive treatment. I wanted to
run and stay strong.” After she had sufficiently
recovered from the operation, “My goal was to
run 1 1/2 miles a day — 10 miles a week. I felt I
was gomg to win. I was strong and I was run-
ning.”

She sees Race for the Cure as an opportunity to
combine her love of running with the opportunity
;0 give back. Last year, the Detroit race raised
more than $1 million. Three-quarters went to
Fhe Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation
‘or national cancer research. A fourth remained
n metro Detroit where it funded Karmanos’ can-
:er genetics research, expanded its clinical trial
'ecruitment, and helped provide follow-up care

: Judith Doner Berne

for uninsured women with abnormal mammo-
grams,

“T was so grateful to the doctors and staff at
Karmanos, I decided I would build a race team,”
Kaye explains. So she and two teaching col-
leagues — Gail Greene of Walled Lake and Sally
Courville of Canton — mobilized the Birmingham
educational community to participate.

Nearly 570 people strong, they will be hard to
miss in their bright blue and gold Team Birming-
ham T-shirts at the race’s new Comerica Park
venue. They are the largest community group
and their participation translates to more thane
$11,000 to cure and control breast cancer.

It's a schools-wide effort, although not spon-
sored by the district, Kaye reports. Ten Birming-
ham school bus drivers, led by Director of Trans-
portation Jeanne Asch, made arrangements to
work for free. The district allowed its school
buses to be used for travel to and from the race,
which offers separate 5K runs for men and
women, a one-mile fun walk and a 5K co-ed walk.

Even more students would participate,
Courville predicts, if the race weren’t taking

- place during the week of Easter vacation. The

race itself was moved downtown this year,
because it outgrew its long-time location at the
Detroit Zoo.

Courville has added reason for her adVOcacy

. Her sister Cathy Pond, a Troy School District

music teacher, also has breast cancer and went
through a bone marrow transplant a year ago.

Unfortunately, most of us know someone who
has been diagnosed with breast cancer. Although
the fear is strong and the treatment difficult,
early detection most often results in its cure. “If
they find an answer for breast cancer,” Kaye
says, “it might unlock the way for all cancer.”

Kaye, who has strong support from her adult
children, is testimony to what early detection and
strong determination can yield. :

“If you exercise, rather than lying on the sofa,
you move it (the cancer) through,” Kayebelieves.
“I wanted to stay strong, eat, sleep, run, take the
drugs that I needed, return to work and be with

" the people I love.

“It wasn’t ever about my breast. It’s about life.”
Kaye daily runs her own race for the cure. On
April 21, she and an estimated 30,000 more will °

run for us all. ,

Judith Doner Berne, a West Bloomfield
resident, is a former managing editor of The

. Eccentrie Newspapers. Race entry forms are

available locally at Jacobson’s, Karmanos
regional offices and on-line at www.kar-
manos.orgirace for the cure or call (800) 527-
6266. Comments on this column are welcome
by calling (734) 953-2047, Ext. 1997; in a let-
ter; by fax (248) 644-1314; or by e-mailing
Jberne@att.net

Mike Malott

“The public needs to realize that they are not as

free as they are led to believe. If the people of

Michigan will submit and follow the laws set
down by their leaders, they will get along Just
fine.”

Pretty outrageous statement for an elected offi-
cial.

The only problem is, the statement wasn’t actu-
ally made, at least not by the guy to whom it was
attributed, State Sen. Bill Builard, R-Highland.

In fact, Bullard says the entire interview never
took place.

- Yet, there is was, posted on a Web site known
as Www., PoliticalThoughts.com — at least it was
until Tuesday morning.

The 450-word Q&A was supposedly conducted
by the “Freep’s John Simon” on the topic of
Bullard’s support for making seatbelt use manda-
tory. Editors at the Detroit Free Press say there
is no reporter at that newspaper by that name.

Two more interviews on the site appear to suf-
fer similar problems. One was supposedly an
excerpt from Talk of the Nation in which inter-
viewer “J. Willliams” questioned Congressman
Bob Barr, R-Georgia, on the topic of medical mari-
juana. But Brian Walsh, aide to Congressman
Barr, says the interview is “entirely bogus.”

Another except from Talk of the Nation, claims

" that “C. Fay, E. Voth and J. Bronson” where

interviewed together on the issue of medical mari-
juana.
Calvina Fay, executive director of the Drug

‘Free America Foundation, did appear on the

National Public Radio show as recently as March
27, but according to Tracy Terry, spokesperson for
NPR, Fay, Voth and Bronson have never
appeared on the show together.

David Fitch, a resident of Hamburg Township
near Brighton, is listed on Register.com as the
administrator for Political Thoughts.com.

Contacted by phone, Fitch would not confirm or

“deny whether the interviews were real or hoaxes.

He said he had received them by e-mail from the
“GM Intranet” or from “Truck and Bus” and he -

"simply cleaned them up and posted them on the

Internet. )

Asked if he felt he had an obligation to check
whether the interviews really took place, Fitch
resporided only that “that’s insignificant.”

Fitch did at one point say “these may be tongue-

lnternet reading
requires heavy
dose of skepticism

in-cheek,” but when asked what he meant by
that, Fitch would only refer to the introductory
paragraph of his Web site. ,

It reads: “With the explosive growth of call-
in/interview shows on radio and television, Politi-
calThoughts.com would think that every question
on every topic would be answered to it’s fullest.
Unfortunately, that is not always the case ... Due -7
to political correctness, interviewers avoid certam
questions. Timidity on the part of the 1nterv1ewer
causes follow-up questions not to be asked ..

. Bullard’s office asked Fitch to remove the post '
regarding the senator and as of Tuesday morning, -
all three interviews were gone.

But the problem of Internet hoaxes remains. In
fact, there appear to be so many hoaxes on the
Internet these days that it prompted an article
titled “The Real Computer Virus” in this month’s .
edition of American Journalism Review.

“This is the real computer virus: misinforma- —

tion ... One of the things that makes the Internet
so appealing is that anyone can pull things off of
it. The other side of the coin is that anyone can ;
put anything on it,” Carl M. Cannon: writes in the = :
piece. “This poses a particular challenge for

reporters who are taught in journalism school to ¢
give more weight to the written word (get the offi- «
cial records!) than to something they hear ... But

the Web has both official documents and idle gos-

sip, and reporters using it as a research tool (or
even 2 tip sheet) do not always know the dlﬁ‘era
ence.”

If true for journalists, supposedly trained in the
art of separating fact from fiction, how much
more difficult is it for the general public to deter-
mine what is real and what’s made up on the
Internet.

I've found two good sites, aimed at correcting
misinformation carried on the Internet: |
www.scambusters.org and hitp:/urbanlegends.
about.com/ science/urbanlegends/

But nothing will replace each one of us using

our own critical thinking skills when we read, on -

the Internet or anywhere else, and operating in.
the world with a healthy degree of skepticism.

Mike Malott reports on the local implica-
tions of state and regional events. He can be
reached by phone at (248) 634-8219 or by e-
mail at mmalott@homecomm.net,

@ ST. MARY MERCY HOSPITAL

Manan Women'’s Center
presents

7th ;‘\nmal

Keepmg Women 'Heal’r[/\}_/

Vou deserve a day away - ‘ ‘ca" your friends and join us on

- Saturday, April 28

8 am. to 12 noon
Holiday Inn - Livonia West ® Six Mile and 1-275

”Fim:ling the Courage to Ckange”

This talk helps women identify their own obstacles to
change while providing them with tools and inspiration. -

$andrd Beckwith, Speaker and Author
Keynote Speaker

Breakfast Buffet ® Workshops ® Exhibits

Sandra Beckwith

ST. MARY MERCY:
HOSPITAL

36475 Five Mile Rd
Livonia, Mi 48154 -

A MEMBER OF ) TRINITY HEALTH

Cost: $25
$30 at the door

- Sponsorships Available -
Call Now! Don't Miss!

Registration requested by Mon., April 16

Call 734.655.1182 or

1-800-494-1617 (out of area callers only)
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Ninety-eight percent of current
holders of general permits to
carry concealed weapons in
Michigan are retired police offi-
- cers.

“I'm very comfortable with a
police office, who has served 20-
25 years, carrying a gun on or off
duty,” said Wayne County Prose-
cutor Mike Duggan. “I think
that’s a good thing. I think 98
percent of those getting a gener-
al permit should be connected to
law enforcement. I think that’s
right. He wants to change it
because he thinks that system is
wrong. That’s the crux of the
argument.”

It’s a pretty fair analysis of the

- issue.

State Sen. Bill Bullard (R~

Highland) honed in on the same

point during a recent discussion

of Michigan’s new “shall issue”
CCW law.

It is an issue of “fairness,” he
gaid. “There is a lot of evidence
that it is who you know.
Whether you can get a permit
depends on whether you have
political connections. The Grand
Rapids Press did a report that in
Kent County, 98 percent went to
people connected with law
enforcement. In Ottawa County,
nearly all 124 permits issued
from 1993 to 1997 were to people
who had law enforcement con-
nections.”

Bullard and Duggan were par-
ticipating in a pro-con discussion
of the new CCW law with editors
and reporters of the HomeTown
Communications Network
Thursday, April 5.

Approved by lawmakers last
December, the new law is set to
go into effect July 7, but a peti-
tion drive to force a referendum
election has been submitted to
the state. '

Petition can proceed

The Michigan Court of
Appeals ruled April 10 that the
referendum can proceed to the
ballot despite a legal challenge
filed by the Michigan United
Conservation Clubs and the
Michigan Coalition for Responsi-
ble Gun Owners. The gun-rights
advocates contended the law
should not be subject to a refer-
endum, under the state Consti-
tutional, because it contains an
appropriation. Appeals judges
disagreed and said the petitions
circulated by the People Who
Care About Kids Committee
should be counted. MUCC attor-
ney Peter Ellsworth has
promised an appeal to the state
Supreme Court. .

Duggan headed up the petition
drive. Bullard, a proponent of

STAFF PHOTOS BY BRYAN MITCHELL
Making their case: Wayne County Prosecutor Michael Duggan (left) and state
Sen. Bill Bullard, R-Highland Township, took opposite sides on the controver-
sial carrying concealed weapons law, scheduled to take effect July 1.

the CCW law, was a member of
the legislative conference com-
mittee that wrote the final ver-
sion of the bill before it was
passed in December. The two
explained their positions in the
meeting with HomeTown edi-
tors.

“Some of us feel that since it is
a right to own a weapon — it’s in
our Constitution and it’s in the
federal Constitution — that cer-
tain people under a permitting
process should be able to carry
weapons in certain public places
if they feel they need to for their
own safety,” Bullard said.

“I believe you have an absolute
right to own a gun for your own
protection,” Duggan said, “and
that you ought to keep it at your
house and keep it out of the park
and away from my kid.”

“When you say ‘to bear arms,’
under our constitution, it doesn’t
say bear arms in your own
home,” Bullard countered.
“Many people think they have a
constitutional right to bear arms
in public right now.”

“I'm not telling you the crime
rate is going to jump 10 percent,”
Duggan said. “I'm telling you we
are going to have more tragedies
in which someone snaps and has
a gun to reach for ... How many
shootings is it going to take at a
hockey game or at the mall
before our kids are going to feel
all that more engulfed by the
culture of violence?”

‘Shall issue’

The law passed by state legis-
lators last December would

Airport elevator installed

Customers of Detroit Metro-
politan Wayne County Airport
visiting the Delta Crown Room,
American Airlines Admirals
Club or Wayne County adminis-
trative offices can now ride to
the Smith Terminal mezzanine
on a brand new elevator.

In the past, the mezzanine was
accessible only by one escalator
going up and stairways. Handi-
capped persons and those with
lots of luggage were obligated to
use a freight elevator in the
Smith Terminal, originally con-
structed in 1957,

To the find the new elevator,
use the connecting corridor
behind American Airlines ticket
counter in the Smith Terminal.

It is located between the barber

“Arbor group
offers trees

Ten free shade trees will be
given to each person who joins
The National Arbor Day Founda-
tion during April 2001 as part of
the nonprofit Foundation’s Trees

for America campaign.

" The ten shade trees are red
oak, sugar maple, weeping wil-
low, green ash, thornless honey
locust, pin oak, river birch, tulip-
tree, silver maple and red maple.
The trees will be shipped post-

paid at the right time planting in -

April or May with enclosed
.. planting instructions.

~ To become a member of the
Foundation and receive the free
trees, send a $10 contribution to
Ten Free Shade Trees, National

~Arbor Day Foundation, 100
Arbor Ave., Nebraska City, Neb.,
68410, by April 30.

shop and Express Gourmet,

For information or assistance
within the terminals, look for
one of Wayne County’s customer
service agents, wearing green
vests, of call (734) AIRPORT.

reduce the discretion local coun-
ty gun boards have when they
consider CCW permits. Current-
ly the law says boards “may
issue” licenses when applicants
can show a need to carry a con-
ceal weapon.

The new law would make
Michigan a “shall issue” state, as
long as the applicant meets cer-
tain criteria. Applicants would
have to be 21, have no history of
mental illness, have no felony
convictions, and take eight hours
of firearms training.

The law creates a number of
gun free zones, including day
cares, schools, churches, casinos,
sport stadiums and bars. The bill
also allocates $1 million for the
distribution of trigger locks and

for public education campaigns.

“What I consider this bill to be
is a ‘shall issue’ law, but not
really,” Bullard said. “There was
language in it that says issuing a
license to the applicant to carry
a concealed weapon — this is the
standard that the gun board has
to find — it has to find that car-
rying a concealed weapon is not
detrimental to the safety of the
applicant or to any other individ-
ual.”

‘Village idiot’

That provision, giving local
gun boards an open ended cause
for rejection, came to be known
in Lansing as the “village idiot
clause.” .

But Duggan argues it does not
give gun boards enough discre-

';".Adult,s Wanted!

Learn to play the LOWREY, way!

Class sizes are limited, so please call today.
No musical background needed. No tedious finger exercises.
No instrument required.

*$10 charge for book.

EV@LA MUSI

y the end of the first
session, you'll be
making music.

Bloomfield Hills (248) 3340566
Utlca (810) 726-6570
Canton (734) 455-4677

81039315

CCW debate: Who should be allowed to carry a gun?

tion to reject applications. The
provision requires that gun
boards show “clear and convine-
ing evidence” that the applicant
would pose a danger to himself
or others to be rejected. Duggan
said there would be a number of
questionable applicants for
which gun boards could not pro-
duce such evidence.

“The worst part is, if we don’t
have clear and convincing evi-
dence in 30 days to turn it down,
we have to issue it,” Duggan
said. “Every other state has 60 to
90 days to do background checks.
In Texas, they have 180 days to
do the background check. ... We
are going to put 200,000 guns in
the hands of people faster than
any state in the country, with
less review than any state in the

“country.”

Bullard and Duggan disagree
on the number of new CCW per-
mits that will be issued as a
result of the passage of the new
law. Duggan said currently
20,000 general CCW permits

 have been issued, and he expects

the number to rise to 200,000.

Bullard said state police esti-
mates place the number of cur-
rent CCW permits, of all kinds,
at 52,000, Overall, the number
will increase to just 125,000
under the new bill.

Effects unknown
Bullard said it is “inconclu-
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sive” what the effect on crime
will be. While crime rates have .
been dropping in states that
have “shall issue” CCW laws,
and there are 31, rates have also
been dropping in other states
with more restrictive gun laws.

Bullard argued the incidence
of gun accidents is very rare.

“In perspective, annually 500
children drown in residential
swimming pools. Forty die in
gun accidents. Since we have,
only 5 million households with
swimming pools and 43 million
households with guns, the risk to
a small child is 100 times
greater if you have a swimming. |
pool than if you have a gun,”
Bullard argued.

But Duggan argues there i
nothing wrong with the curren
system for reviewing CCW per
mits.

“My question is why,” Duggan
said. “What was the crying need
that we were so unsafe that after
a decade of 20 percent crime,
reductions that we need to go out
and arm people to make us
safer? This was driven by some
well-financed special interests
who want to sell more guns .
They are trying to extend the
gun culture to the younger, next
generation of suburbanites who
don’t see guns as a part of their
lives. And the way they have

push.”
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Ann Arbor Comedy Showcase
presents Margaret Smith,
winner of the American Com.-
edy Awards “Best Female
Stand-up,” 8 p.m. and 10:30
p-m., 314 E. Liberty. Tickets
$10 in advance, $12 at the
door, (734) 996-9080.

Redford Theatre features
organist Rob Richards in
“Disney Magic,” 8 p.m., 17360
Lahser at Grand River. Tick-
ets $10, (313) 537-2560.

A troubled young man is
touched by an angel in T.J.
Hemphill’s Easter musical
spectacular “Perilous Times,”
3 p.m. and 7 p.m. at Music
Hall Center for the Perform-
ing Arts, 350 Madison Ave.,
Detroit. Tickets $21.50-$30,
(313) 963-2366.

The spins: DJ"
Assault, on Birm-
Lngham based
Intuit-Solar, was
one of the house
Dds at the 2001
i Detroit Music
Awards on Fri-
day, April 6 at the
State Theatre. He
also won Out- -
standing Hip Hop
DJ

bTh1s is hot.”

§ f one word sums up the 2001 Detroit Music
' Awards, Livonia-reared rapper and award win-
| ner Paradime announced it with fervor “Hot.

With that and a sincere thanks to some of the
people who are helping him get his debut, Para-
graphs off the ground, Paradime, also known as
Freddie Beauregard, echoed what all in atten-
dance were thinking and feeling. It was hot —
mostly due to a sticky April heatwave and a

severe lack of air condi-

atre. Scorching live per-
formances got things
even hotter, though.

Sights and sounds

Motown legend and
distinguished award-
winner Barrett Strong,
dressed head to toe in
befitting royal blue,
stirred the crowd with a
rendition of I Heard It
Through The Grapevine.
Broadzilla shook the
stage and later took
home the award they
most deserved — Best
Hard Rock Act. The
Atomic Numbers may
have lost out in the Live
Performance category to
local reggae darlings
Immunity, but the band
earned an unofficial
honor when it kicked
out the anthemic rock
song, Who Killed Rock
and Roll? ‘

tioning at the State The-

Slim Shady showed up, local acts reign supreme

BY STEPHANIE ANGELYN CASOLA, STAFF WRITER ® PHOTOS BY BRYAN MITCHELL

Two-timer: Paradime, also known as Livonia native Freddie
- Beauregard, clutches onto his two Detroit Music Awards dur-
ing the pre-show activities last week.

The DMA Network

May sang her heart out at the Detroit
" Music Awards. The band won Out-

Metal goddesses: Broadzilla’s Rachel

Undoubtedly, the hottest debate mrculatmg at
the DMA’s surrounded the appearance of a man
named Marshall Mathers. Eminem proved that a
Grammy Award and critical acclaim wouldn’t stop
him from performing to his hometown crowd with
D-12. With songs like Pistol Pistol and Purple
Pills, The bombastic hip hop sextet were an
unmistakable highlight during an evening other-
wise lacking drama.

Eminem didn’t even step out to accept his two
giant awards, Outstanding National Album ~ The
Marshall Mathers E.P. and Qutstanding National
Single — The Real Slim Shady. Still D-12 roused
the award-weary audience. This was no surprise
to those in attendance, like Aaron Warshaw, of
Spectator Records. “I think they’re the next big

But the real show unfolded far from the stage.
The event fostered mingling among friends, musi-
cians and record industry-types from the 5 p.m.
start of the pre-party until long after the mid-
night hour.

“It’s good being able to mingle and network with
these people,” said Mark E.P., Paradime’s D.J.
While he would've liked to perform, as the band
did last year, Mark E.P. was content to collect the
awards instead — for Outstanding Hip Hop
Artist/Group and Outstanding Hip Hop MC. “1
think we deserve it. We put in a lot of hard work
and we put in a lot of time.”

Paradime couldn’t wait to grab the awards.
“We're happy to be recognized,” he said, his eyes
beammg behind yellow-tinted shades, “We love

standing Hard Rock Artist/Group.

thing out of Detroit,” he said. “They already are.”

Please see AWARDS, B2

aringt resident fun sell ‘ut to ‘ of Pi’

BY KEELY WYGONIK
STAFF WRITER
kwygonik@oe.homecomm.net

At the end of the day, Kirk
Hanley’s face muscles hurt.
Not that he’s complaining, his
problem is a good one to have —
Hanley spends his Work day
laughing, a lot.

The Farmington resident is
busy working on “eBay of Pigs”
his second mainstage produc-
tion at The Second City
Detroit, which opens Wednes-
day, Aprll 25.

“We are having a great time,”
he said. “This is a terrific cast
of people to work with. They’re -

What: The Second
City-Detroit’s new
revue “eBay of Pigs”
When: Now open for
previews, Show
officially opens 8
p.m. Wednesday,
Aprit 25 for an open
run. Performances 8
p.m. Thursday-
Sunday, and 10:30
p.m. Friday-Saturday
Where: The Second
City Detroit Theatre,
2301 Woodward Ave.
Tickets: $15
Thursday and Sunday,
$20 Friday-Saturday,
call (313) 965-2222
or (248) 645-6666

Cheri Johnson and Jeff
Fritz.
“We make each other
laugh, and find each other
to be some of the funniest
people we know,” said Han-

No intermission
Unlike other shows, this
one directed by Joe Janes
with music director John
Edwartowski, runs 75 min-
utes, with no intermission.
Following a trend started
by the “Vagina Mono-
logues,” Hanley said the
shorter format allows
patrons more time to make

very generous, giving perform-
ers, creative, they want what’s best for
the show.”

For Hanley, there’s nothing like
being able to write your own material,
and he does a fair amount of that with
cast members Keegan-Michael Key,
Antoine McKay, Maribeth Monroe,

evening pians, and helps
the cast.

“An intermission saps the audience’s
energy,” he said. “We've got to keep the
energy going. We're trying to connect
everything together.”

As the name suggests, “eBay of Pigs”

Keely Wygonik, Editor 734-95

ley. .

Kirk Hanley

is about buying and selling things. Of
course the premise is sometimes silly,
often absurb.

One scene takes.place on a subma-
rine. Contributors to George W. Bush’s
campaign get to ride on the submarine,
and launch a nuclear attack. v

Musical numbers are a part of this
show, and Hanley plays trombone in a
band something he hadn’t done since
high school.

“At first I was reszstant to the 1dea,
now I'm kind of really enjoying it,” he
said. “I even got my trombone
repaired.”

Because “eBay of Pigs” has kind of a
spy feel to it, the cast went shopping
for late 1960s vintage clothing.

“I have a leisure suit,” he said. “I do
like it, at first I wasn’t so sure. Every-
one ended up with something fun.”

A lot of scenes take place in the new
casino. “We're taking a look at Detroit’s
300th birthday,” said Hanley. “So
what’s going on?” , .

As you might suppose, “eBay of Pigs”
is about winning, about people going
after the things they Want and
romance.

onik@oe.homecomm.net
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Awards from page Bl

what we do.”

It’s that passion and sheer
belief in the music that formed a
common link among all in atten-
dance. The audience seemed
focused on one another, instead
of being fixated on the stage.

From antics of Detroit’s Sec-
ond City cast members, like
Farmington Hills native Pj
Jacokes and his trusty guitar, to
the furious beats of Intuit-Solar’s
DJ Assault (who won Outstand-

ing Hip Hop DJ) and sonic

streams of Sean Deason spin-
ning beside the stage, there was
plenty to keep the show moving,
Somehow, though, the bulk of
the crowd migrated around the
theater. Unlike last year’s
smashing success, the show did
not sell out. '

The award goes to...

Another big winner last Friday
night, The Brothers Groove, was
‘nominated in some rather
unusual categories. Bassist and
Clarkston native, Jim Simonson
quipped “What is Jazz?” after
nabbing the award for Cutstand-
ing Jazz Group. It seemed the
voting public had just as much
trouble fitting this funky trio
into a solid musical category as

APRIL 25 TO NOVEMBER &

B From antics of Detroit’s Second City cast mem-
bers, such as Farmington Hills native Pj Jacokes
and his trusty guitar, to the furious beats of intu-
it-Solar’'s DJ Assault (who won Outstanding Hip
Hop DJ) and sonic streams of Sean Deason spin-
ning beside the stage, there was plenty to keep

the show moving.

&

The Brothers Groove has
describing its own experimental
sounds. The band walked home
with four shiny awards, which
included Outstanding Jazz
Recording for Clamp It Down,
Outstanding Jazz Vocalist for
Chris Codish (who tied with
Rochester’s Sheila Landis) and
Codish for Outstanding Blues
Songwriter.

“We were nominated for nine,”
said Codish during the show.
“I'm very glad. The record was
something I’'m very proud of.”
Whatever you call it, the band
gave an astonishing performance
as always.

Also gaining attention after
eight years of performing its spe-
cial brand of ska, Superdot got a
nod for Outstanding Ska Act.
“We’ve had millions of disap-
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pointments,” said Superdot’s
Bobby Barnes, a Waterford resi-
dent. “This made up for it.”

Dave Feeny of Ferndale’s Tem-
permill Studio was on hand ‘and
in rollicking form to present the
award for Best Recording Studio,
an honor he has received so
many times, he was ineligible for
a nomination this year. “I've won
it so many times, they’ve
changed the name to The Tem-
permill,” he joked. “I'm here to
present The Tempermill award.”

Forbes Brothers

A band known to sweep the
Country categories each year,
The Forbes Brothers, proved you
can’t keep a good band down.
With close to 20 wins under its
belt coming in this year, the
Forbes Brothers was also ineligi-
ble for a nomination in the Best
Country Band category. But its
members managed to walk home
with three awards anyway: Ron
Jacobs won the Outstanding
Country Vocalist category. Gui-
tarist J.C. Whitelaw took home
an Outstanding Country Instru-
mentalist award. And brothers
Scott and Dennis Forbes won the
Outstanding Country Writer
award.
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Celebrity-watching: The one and only Kid Rock shares a laugh with DMA distin-
guished award winner and longtime WRIF on-air personality Arthur Penhallow

(left).

Dennis Forbes was particular-
ly proud of this win for song
writing, a talent close to his
heart.
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Behind the curtain

The organization of the show
itself provided fodder for bar-
stool conversation. Jackie O, a
Livonia resident and member of
Stroker Ace, was assisting at the
press table prior to the show.
“From what I've seen, it seems to
be very together.” she said before
heading off to dheck out some of
the performances.

Erik Kluiber, a Rochester Hills
native and member of the band
Inner Recipe, was patiently
awaiting The Atomic Numbers’
segment. He noted how the
awards show has changed over
the years. “It’s getting more and
more professional,” he said.

Photographers and journalists,
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§7795

MITCH HOUSEY'S

ROAST PRIME WHITE FISH

RIB OF BEEF
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All Checks:. Totaled With -
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though, grumbled about the ban
on any camera use after 11 p.m.
Backstage access seemed more

restricted than in the past. Even

last year’s host, Kid Rock, spent
much of the show at his front
table as a spectator.

It all comes down to a celebra-

tion of live local music. Pre-show :
emcee Peter Shorn said it all

when at the start of the show he
announced: “Everyone who gets

on this stage is a winner. Every- e

one who made it out to the Ham-
tramck Blowout and Mid B
Midwest that’s great.” o

But he reminded the crowd
that local musicians perform

every night of the week in metro
area clubs and they deserve sup-
port all year long. ‘

Who knows what to expect in F'

2002. The Detroit music scene
just keeps getting hotter.
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BY KEELY WYGONIK
STAFF WRITER
kwygonik@oe.homecomm.net

“Sh sh, sh...” word is getting
out, Monaghan Knights of
Columbus Hall is a great place
to listen to Dixieland jazz.

“Our February Mardi Gras
concert was the best over the
last three years in terms of
attendance,” said Bill Knowles of
Farmington, president of the
New Windsor/Detroit Jazz Club.

The April 22 concert promises
to be just as spectacular. It will
feature vocalist Kerry Price, and
the Chuck Moss Paint Creek
Jazz Society — Pete Siers, drums;
Mike Karoub, bass; Chuck Sher-

Featured
artists: Clar-
inetist Ray
Heitger and
vocalist Kerry
Price will be
performing at
the April 22
concert present-
ed by The New
Windsor/
Detroit Jazz
Club.

metaro, piano; Ray Heitger, clar-
inet; Tom Saunders, cornet; and
Chuck Moss, trombone.

“This is the best representa-
tion of traditional Dixieland jazz
in our area,” said Knowles. “Ray
Heitger plays every Friday and
Saturday night at Tony Packo’s
in Toledo.”

Fun kind of music

Performing in these concerts 5
something Price loves to do.

“It’s just a fun kind of music,”
she said. “It’s life giving music,
it’s joy.”

Price grew up in a house
where there was always a stack
of music on the piano. Her par-

Give yourself a lift, enjoy a Dixieland jazz concer

ents exposed to a variety of
music, everything from dance
band to classic. She started play-
ing the piano at age four, and
developed the ability to play by
ear. .

In college she learned that
being able to play piano by ear,
and read music were good things
to know. The fact that she could
sing was an added bonus.

Price sang in bands, and then
got a job in a sing along pizza
place where she started learning
about traditional jazz and classic
blues. .

It spoke to her soul, and she
began studying the music and its
history.

At -Detroit Country Day School

she taught middle and high
school chorale, and. developed a
history of jazz class, which fur-
thered her knowledge and appre-
ciation of the music.

“It’s very relaxing, it’s very ful-
filling,” she said. “I've been doing
it since 1965, and have gotten to
know a lot of neat people.”

Her current daytime gig is
working as an accompanist at
the Detroit High School for the
Performing Arts where she plays
standard choral repertoire. She
also plays keyboard at Pilgrim
Congregational Church in
Bloomfield Hills, directs the
adult and children’s choirs, and
is the accompanist for Brazeal
Dennard Chorale.

She’s looking forward to the
April 22 concert. Come “if you
need a lift,” she said. “Even the

Don’t miss Cornell Gunter’s “Coasters” free concerts Aptil 25-27, 2001;

minity Health lose, you've got a problem.

Call 1-800-270-7117 for free,
confidential help.
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bluesiest blues were sung to get
out of the blues. You'll be seeing
music being created on stage. It’s
totally improvised. We know the
tunes, we know the keys, you do
the best you can. It’s fun. You
see it there, and then it’s gone.”

Price, who also performed at
the February concert, is trying
something different. She'll sing
with the band, and then her own
sets. '

“T've invited some instrumen-
talists to come,” she said. “The
audience will get a different
sound. It allows me to pick musi-
cians who know the tunes. You
can just do ‘Bill Bailey’ and ‘A

Good Man is So Hard to Find’ so
many times. We try to do some-
thing different.” ‘
You'll hear a variety of tradi-
tional jazz, everything from the
1890s to the 1920s. “I like to find
new songs that sound old,” said
Price. An example is “Cornet

Man,” from the stage version of
“Funny Girl,” =

During the concert, Price says, /
“there can be spots you'll remem-
ber all your life, When it gels it ™
can be an exhilarating feeling. =
It’s like life, sometimes it works, : -
and sometimes it doesn’t.” -

BUDDY’S...
Voted #1 Pizza In Metro Detroit!
Call us about... '
e Party Reservations
o Carry-out Party Trays
* All-you-can-eat Party Packages
www.buddyspizza.com

for special deais!

o

s

With Your

“We're Your Pizza Party Place!”
Livenia * 734°261¢+3550
33605 Plymouth Rd. » Just W. of Farmington Rd.

Or Visit Oize of Our Othier Buddy’s Locations:
d * Royal Oak ° Aurn Hills » earborn . etroit * Warren ¢+ Pointe Plaza

Reliable Motorcoach

XPRESS Service to N
CASING \\INDSOR"

DEPARTURES FROM: « Bloomfieid = Farmington
ovi « Hamtramck ¢ Madison Heights * Southfield /~

MONDAY - WEDNESDAY - FRIDAY

, COMING IN APRIL!
——$15.00 Meal Voucher or $10.00 in Coin
———— __(Starting April 15) ——

| Call 1-800-290-2957

Service provided by Commuter Express and is not affiliated with Casino Windsor Trademark of the Ontario Lottery and Gaming Corporation used under license,
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Older Than
King Tut's
Tomb...

from the

TOMBS

o UR
February 25 - May 6, 2001
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4,500-year-old royal burial sites in
the Sumerian city-state of Ur (modern Iraq)
held extraordinary finds, including
jewelry of gold, silver and semi-precious
stones from the tomb of Queen Puabi.

G

e

Don't miss this rare chance to see incredibly
beautiful objects from one of the most
important archaeological finds of all time!

Tickets are $8 adults, $5 children,
DJIA members firee.
Price includes an Acoustiguide
audio tour and museum adimission,

5200 Wocdward Avenue « Detroit, MI 48202 L~
www.dia.org « (313) 833-8499

This exhibition has been crganized by the f s

University of Pennsylvania Museum of Archaeolo?y @ !
and Anthropology and is sponsored by the Pew Charitable Trusts, &
Additional supgon is provided from the Detroit Edison Foundation, o f
Michigan Council for Arts and Cuttural Affairs &

and the City of Detroit. gty

Promotional support provided bz C.ARE., .
the Chaldean Federation of America, the Arab-American |
and Chaldean Council, and the American Arab Chamber of Cc o

61039008 §.
- -
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