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Tough choice: When it
comes to sewer overflows,
township officials choose
lesser of two evils./A10

In the mailbox: Readers
continue to weigh in on
the school newspaper con-
troversy./A10

St. Patrick’s Day: The
Irish Fest at the Hellenic
Cultural Center in West-
land on Saturday is a cel-
ebration of Irish music,
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Dining: Irish pubs are get-
ting ready for one of the
busiest days of the

year. /B8

Warming up: More than
20,000 flowers will color
the Cobo Conference-
Exhibition Center during
the 2001 GMC Builders
Home & Garden Show,
March 22-25. Oh, and
there are home improve-
ment exhibits, too./CA
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BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER
tbruscato@oe.homecomm,net

cerned.

learning fun.
“We cook once a month,’

sauce muffins.”

M Sometimes
the learning has
to do more with
life’s lessons
than with aca-
demics.

learning.

life’s lessons than with academics.

before.”

‘cooking iassons.

Dubina.

brownies.
year-old Taavi Vint.

then eat them,” he said.

The old adage “too many cooks spoil the broth”
isn’t the rule of thumb at Hulsing Elementary, at
least where Matt Gold’s third grade class is con-

The Kids in the Kitchen program is designed
not only to teach students how to cook, but make

> said Sue Osinski, a
Hulsing parent who has undertaken the task of
teaching the kids in the kitchen. “Thwus far we've
made pretzels, salsa, cookies, brownies and apple-

While students get a
delicious treat after
helping with the made-
from-scratch recipes,
the cooking sessions are

esigned for academic

“The recipes I choose
have a lot of different
measuring involved,”
she said.
seem to like the math
part, even though they
sometimes don’t realize there’s math involved.
They also learn to read and follow recipes.”

Sometimes the learning has to do more with

“The first few times just cracking an egg was a
big deal because many of the kids had never done
it,” said Jennifer Turner, Osinski’s sidekick.
“When we made salsa, some of the kids never
used a manual can opener or food processor

The Kids in the Kitchen, with their mono-
grammed aprons, look forward to the monthly

“It helps in math, like when you have to put
something like a cup or half-a-cup,” said Keith

“I like to put the stuff in and stir it up,” said
Courtney Simpson. who had just finished makmg

Probably the most honest answer came from 8-

“It’s fun because you get to make things and

Kids in the Kitchen

sing program
offers recipe for
learning success

“The kids

Young chefs: Lilly Chan, 8, passes the mix to a
classmate, as all of the students shared in the
activity. Below, Robby Lee, 8, left, gets some help
from Morgan Turner, 9, pouring the browme mix
into the bakmg pan.

STAFF PEOTOS BY PAUL HURSCHMANN

Watt’s up?

Neighbor says township
lighting isn’t bright idea

BY CAROL MARSHALL
STAFF WRITER
cmarshall@oe.homecomm,net

How many light bulbs does it take to
light a gas station parking lot? Nor-
bert Vance bets it’s fewer than 44.

Vance, a Westland resident and
Eastern Michigan University astrono-
my professor, said he has pleaded with
Canton Township officials, asking
them to tone down outdoor lighting,
particularly along Michigan Avenue.
He cited several examples, mostly gas
stations, which illuminate their lots

with anywhere from 44 to 55 brilliant
fixtures.

“This overindulgence can literally be
seen from a mile away,” Vance said in
a letter to township Supervisor Tom
Yack. “When I contacted your township
ordinance department last summer I
was told in no uncertain ferms, ‘Well,
they need those lights out there.”

Vance said even though he lives
nearly a mile from any service station
or commercial parking lot, he and his

Please see LIGHTING, A6

‘Open door po_licy’ leaves

trustees out i

in the cold

VAN BUREN PUBLIC SCHOOLS

BY ALICE ASHMORE
STAFF WRITER

The Van Buren school board got a bit
of a surprise on Monday regarding
construction at Rawsonville Elemen-
tary.

The agenda included an item for the
approval an addition of a gymnasium
door at the new elementary school. As
it turns out, the door had already been
constructed without the rev1ew of the
school board.

“If effect, what has already happened
is that the door is already in,” said Ed
Randolf, building and grounds supervi-
sor for the district.

He called the oversight an “unfortu-
nate mistake.”

“I promised the board I would always
come to them,” Randolf said.

Randolf explained the additional exit
was needed for night use to “keep peo-
ple from wandering around the build-
ing at night.”

The door is also needed for student
gafety. “Only one door exits into the
main hall,” Randolf said.

Board President Karl Gorliam ques-
tion how authorization was granted for
the door construction. “I guess I am
concerned about how this happened.”

“Somebody is responsible and I want
to know who,” he said.

“I ean’t answer that,” Randolf
replied. He cited a meeting last fall

Please see VAN BUFREN, A5
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B Abundant Life Church

won approval Tuesday for
an addition to house a day-
care center. But Canton

“trustees said the church

needs to reach out to
neighboring residents on
Hannan Road.

BY CAROL MARSHAILL
STAFF WRITER
cmarshall@oe.homecomm.net

- Hannan Road residents appealéd.
one last time, asking the Canton’
Township Board of Trustees to put the-
brakes on a neighboring church’s.
6,670-square-foot recreation facility’
and daycare center. The residents said
the facility will compound the increas-
ingly dangerous traffic on their newly- -
paved road. ,

“As you
know, our prob-
lem is traffic,”
longtime resi-
dent Jean Han-
nan said at the
board’s Tues-

M ‘As you
know our prob-
lem is traffic.
We have noth-

ing against the day " ngc%‘l;t
y meeting, e
church. have nothing
~Jean Hanan, against -the
dent church.”
area residen Abundant
Life Church,

gituated on
Hannan Road
- "between

Palmer Road

and Michigay
Avenue, approached the Planninj
Commlsswn last month to consider é

- special land use request.

After two meetings, the request wai
granted, with a suggestion for th
church’s pastor, the Rev. Fred Weavei
to reach out to his Hannan Roa|

Please see ABUNDANT LIFE, A{
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Trouble spot: Norbert Vance stands 75 yards from the bright
lights of the new filling station at Michigan and Haggerty.

Thomas won’t
seek re-election

PLYMOUTH-CANTON SCHOOLS

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER
tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net

Plymouth-Canton  Schools
Trustee Roland Thomas Jr., who
has served on the school board for
17 years, will not seek re-election.

Thomas, who said he really ago-
nized whether to continue his role
on the board, said his personal life
needs more attention.

“My dad is 83 years old, and
with work and other obligations I
only get to see him once a week,”
said Thomas.
more time with him.”

“I want to spend -

Themas, who spent a 13-year
stint on the board before leaving
and being elected to his current
four-year term, said being on the
school board is the best position
anyone could want.

“Having the opportunity to
watch children grow and develop is
probably the most important thing
you can do,” he said.

His advice for anyone seekmg
his four-year seat ... be prepared to
work long and hard.

“If you don’t know the school dis-
trict, you’d better learn it,” said

Please see THOMAS, A4
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Foundation scholarship
deadline is approaching

: Canton and Plymouth resi-.
dents have three more weeks to
apply for college scholarships

munity Foundation,

Presented by

Hands On Center For Physical Therapy
HAVING A BALL!

. To build a strong back, the”
physical thefapist may conduct an
exercise with an inflatable exercise
ball* to strengthen the back
extensors, the muscles that run
along the spine.’ the exerciser

. begins by facing the farge ball (55-
65 centimeters. . in dxameter),
kneeling, and positioning him-
herself so that his or her belly
button in on top of the ball. The

- exerciser then slowly lifts his or her
feft arm, head, chest, and right le
until they are in a stralght line wu%

~ his or her back. After holding the’

: rosltnon for three seconds, the
imbs and head are lowered. The
position Is repeated after switching
sides and doing the move with the

“pain,

rsghtarm and leftfeg.

if injury due to strain, an
accident or overuse is keeping you
from you from participating in
activities you enjoy, ask your
physician for a ref erral to the
HANDS ON CENTER FOR
PHYSICAL THERAPY. We provide
the latest, most effective treatment
for neck and back trauma, chronic
work and sports-related
injuries, bone and joint problems,
and pre- and post partum back pain
{all treatments are provided in
closed rooms for your privacy}. Our
center is IocateJ in Plymouth, at
470 Forest Avenue, Suite 20. For an
appointment, please call: 455-
8370; evening hours available

-
PS. Three sets of the exercise mentioned above should be conducted, with 88
o

to 12 lifts considered to be a set.

these exclusive benefits:

MARCH IS

'FLORIDA
BoNus MONTH

You haven’t experienced Orlando until
you've experienced Universal Orlando!
With side-by-side theme parks, world-
AL class hotels, and
W non-stop entertain-
ment, it's the ultimate vacation destina-

tion. Let the experts at AAA Travel
make it even more attractive!

During the entire month of March, it’s
Florida Bonus Month at AAA Travel.

Book a Univetsal Otlando resort pack- -

age at the new Hard Rock Hotel or the

Portofino Bay Hotel, and receive a dis-

count coupon booklet worth $250 in
- savings! AAA members will also enjoy

¢ Free 2-day valet parking
¢ Free souvenir photo
* Free disposable camera

Let AAA Trave!
introduce you to.the new
“No Line, No Wait"”
express ride program at

. Universal Oriando

- AAA Travel/Canton -
2017 Canton Center Rd.
Call 734-844 0146

Weekdays ‘
~ 830am. - 5:30 pm.
- Thursdays until 7 pm.

- For reservations or details on Universal
. Orlando and dozens of other Florida
© vacations, contact AAA Travel today!

Travel

www.aaamich.com

PDF10234224

available f'rom the Canton Com-

The application dead]me for

this year’s scholarship program
is 5 p.m. Friday, April 6, accord-
ing to Joan Noricks, foundation
president. The scholarships will
be awarded in May. - :

Most scholarships are avail-
able to residents of Plymouth
city or township and Canton
Township. Some are limited to
Canton residents.

More than two dozen different

scholarships, ranging from $300.
to $3,000 will be awarded to tra-
ditional and non-traditional col-
lege students living in the two
communities. -
_Sponsoring organizations
include the foundation, area col-
leges and universities, the Can-
ton Chamber of Commerce, ser-
vice groups like the Kiwanis
Club of Plymouth-Canton and
various local businesses.

For example, Yazaki North
America offers two $3,000 schol-
arships which are renewable for
four years.

Eastern Michigan University,
University of Michigan-Dear-
born, Cleary College and
Lawrence Technological Univer-
sity offer grants for students
planning to attend those schools.

- Applications are available
from the foundation office at
Michigan Avenue and Sheldon or

area high school guidance

offices.
- For more information call the
foundation, (734) 398-5000.

State cites
language
program

The Speech and Language
Program at Plymouth-Canton
Educational Park received the
Michigan Speech-Language-
Hearing Association 2001 Pro-
gram of the Year Award. The
teachers are Jonelle Stec, Chris-
tine WlsnleWSkl, Kathleen Cur-

'rie Zych and Renee Schmoekel.
’lThe prg}gl‘i'am offir:i‘twodspeech‘ “'a cooperative effort between
classes that meet five days a": 1500 and Van Buren Public
- Schools to implement a child

“identification program.

week. Studeénts receive a half-
credit per sémester.

The teachers in the program
try to help students interact pro-
ductively in the'world outside of
schoel. To acgomplish this,
teachers take students on field
trips and use t‘%ese real-life
experiences to develop language
activities in the classroom.

Canton police are investi-
gating a March 6 car-jacking
and extortion incident.

According to police reports,
the victim, a 44-year-old
Wayne man, said he was
forced from his vehicle in a
Mott Road mobile home park
by his former girlfriend, the
woman’s €x-boyfriend and an
unknown passenger.

The victim said he and his
girlfriend recently parted com-
pany, and when she called

over to talk, he felt encour-
aged by her.

Reports said the couple

broke up after a fight a month
ago when she broke a glass
bottle and wielded it as a
weapon. He retaliated and
grabbed a knife. He was
charged with assault with
intent to do great bodily harm
less than death.
- When he most recently vis-
ited his girlfriend, the man
said she led him to believe
they might get back together.
However, when she suggested
they go out for a drive, she
also invited an old flame to
come along. The three went
out in the Wayne man’s van.

The old boyfriend became
increasingly verbally abusive
toward the Wayne man,
reports said.

Sometime after midnight,
they also plcked up a fourth

. person,

Suddenly the girlfriend

punched the man and

him and asked him to come -

M COP CALLS

demanded the van keys. She .
demanded money, stating she
wouldn’t test1fy against him
at his upcoming court date if
he paid her.

The ex-boyiriend reportedly
said several times, “Let’s just
kill him now.”

The man was finally able to
open the passenger door and
yell for help before jumping
from the van.

Home invasion

Canton police were called to
an Annapolis Circle home for
a home invasion in progress
Sunday morning. The witness
who reported the breaking
and entering said she saw a -
man get out of his vehicle, go
to the home’s front door, then
return to his vehicle and
retrieve a screwdriver before
he broke into the house.

When they arrived, they
noted fresh pry marks on the
residence’s front door. After
pounding on the home’s doors
and windows for a few min-
utes, a man opened the door
and let officers in.

Officers searched the resi-
dence and found in the bath-
room several pieces of a white
substance on the counter,.
Police also found a bottle cap
with a spring attached to it, a
piece of rope and several
hypodermic needles with

Ex-boyfriend reports
car-jacking, extortion

blood on them.

Officers asked the suspect if -
he is diabetic, and he replied
that he wasnt addmg, “1 Just ,
shot up.” ' [y

When police arrested the o
man, he asked officers to
retrieve his wallet from his
vehicle and gave officers per-
mission to search the vehicle.

Police found several small
white pills and about 40 yel-
low pills. The man said the
white pills were to calm his
stomach and the yellow pills
were given to him by an
acquaintance and he didn’t
know what they were. ,

A pharmacist verified the
yellow pills were not a con-
trolled substance. :

Psychic phone whine -

A 23-year-old Canton man
contacted police, complaining
a telephone psychic was
harassing him.

The man said his wife used -
to call the psychie, who identi-
fied herself as “Kim.” The cou-
ple broke up a week ago, but
apparently the psychic has
not read divorce in.the cards
because she continues to call.

The man said he has told
“Kim” several times his wife
does not live with him any-
more, but she calls to offer
him readings five or eight
times a day.

The man said he doesn’t
think the woman is a ‘crimi~ -
nal, he just wants her to stop
calling.

BY ALICE ASHMORE
STAFF WRITER

Belleville parents are getting a
dew way to protect their chil-
'dren
Mayor Tom Flelder announced

“This is an opportunity for
parent to have their children fin-
gerprinted and to construct den-
tal records,” Fielder said.

Bellevile dentist Carol Moyni-

han has volunteered to complete

the dental record portion of the

Invest in a Prestige Asset Management Account
with this Great Rate

5.610/0 APY*

“and we’ll invest in your schools.

Its like making two investments at once.
Open an insured money market account at
Community Federal Credit Union and you'll
always earn a great rate.

And for every account opened between
March 15 and May 31, Community Federal

will contribute 1% of the new balances tosup-

port education in the communities we serve.

*

Open your account today, and help us support

the

Plymouth-Canton

Educational

Excellence Foundation’s effort to purchase
new globes for our students. You will also
discover how wonderful it is to do business
with neighbors, friends and people in your

community.

ID card.

Dental records will be made by
appointment only, Fielder said.

“Letters about the program
will be going home to parents,”
said Van Buren Trustee Ralph
Nodwell,

He stressed that the program
was “purely optional” and the
information gathered was for
parents only.

“This is not for public record. I
do solicit the participation of all
parents,” Nodwell said.

Nodwell said he hopes the pro-
gram will become an annual
event in the local schools,

Joint ‘effort planned on child ID.

The identification form givei
to parents provides space for the
description of the child, place o
birth, current resudence, an
emergency contact, ﬁngerpnnts
and dental records and a DN.
sample taken from the child
hair.

Medical information mciudmg
blood type, medications and
chronic illnesses.can also be list<
ed on the form.

The program is being spon.
sored by the Belleville Rotary
Club. Printing of the identifica-
tion forms was donated by John:
ston Lithograph Inc.

w
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Youth lacrosse
team will take
township field

BY CAROL MARSHALL
STAFF WRITER
cmarshall@oe. homecomm.net

The Canton Leisure Services
department is offering kids the
chance to get off the sofa this
summer and get out into the
fresh air and sunshine for some
fun-filled, fast-paced exercise.
Leisure Services is forming a
recreational youth lacrosse
team.

"Canton became involved in
launching the 14-member team
when teams from Northville and
Novi approached the recreation
department.

“Northville and Novi have
youth lacrosse teams, and they
get tired of practicing and play-
ing only each other, so they've
been reaching cut to other com-
munities to get involved,” Recre-
ation Supervisor Bob Dates said.

‘Dates said the sport is more
popular on the east coast, but
there are nearby communities,
stich as Ann Arbor, with very
active lacrosse leagues.

‘Already, the recreation
department has received a few
phone calls from prospective
team members and badly needed
coaches, and Dates said he

hopes the fast-paced alternative
to soccer and ice hockey will
draw a good deal of interest from
local youths. '

Canton teams will travel and
compete against Novi, Fenton,
Livonia and Northville’ The
league is open to boys and girls
12 years old or younger.

Games will be played during
May and June. The cost is $100
for residents and $110 for non-
residents. Participants will need
a helmet — an approved ice hock-
ey helmet is acceptable — and
shoulder/elbow pads, rib pad,
athlietic supporter, lacrosse
stick, gloves and a mouthpiece.
A lacrosse jersey will be provid-
ed.

Registration is in-person and
begins March 19 between 8:30
a.m. and 5 p.m. at the Summit
on the Park, 46000 Summit
Parkway in Canton. A copy of
the child’s birth certificate is
required at registration time.

Anyone interested in instruct-
ing kids in the fundamental
rules of lacrosse is invited to
serve as a coach. For more infor-
mation about becoming a coach,
call the Summit on the Park
Recreation Division at 394-5460.

East students score
in area math events

East Middle School students
recently competed at two math
competitions in the Detroit area.
Two teams were sent to the
Dearborn campus of the Univer-
sity of Michigan to compete in
the annual Detroit Metro Math
Counts competition. Seventh
graders John Zhou and Dan Pan
and eighth graders Josiah Bode,
Jean Xu, Megan Beems, Jen-
nifer Sun, Elizabeth Schellbase
and Gulrez Mahmood competed
Saturday, Feb. 10.

The team of John Zhou, Dan
Pan, Josiah Bode and Jean Zu

placed third overall in the com-
petition with Zhou acquiring a
ninth place in the individual
competition.

On Saturday, Feb. 3, East
Middie School was once again
invited to send a team to com-
pete in the Detroit Country Day
Invitational math contest. The
competition this year was com-
prised of 30 schools. Students
on the East team were eighth
graders Megan Beems and Gul-
rez Mahmood and seventh
graders Dan Pan and John
Zhou.

CAMPUS NOTES

Honored: Cub Scouts and parents show off their awards (front row, from left): Jeffrey Knight, Joshua
Knight, Chris Johnson, Joel O’Brien and Joshua McAllister; and (back row, from left) Karen Knight,
Mike Knight, Ellen Johnson, Tim O’Brien, Judy O’Brien, Andrew McAllister, Glen McAllister, Nicole
McAllister and Tom Johnson.

Cub Scouts end
year with banquet

Bear Den: Jeffrey g
Joshua Knight, Joey O'Bri
Chris Johnson and Jos
McAllister for earning t
rank; and the boys of the €
Den: Kyle Anderson, Zach
Basanese, Derek Faust,
Phillips, Andrew Rothw
Michael Vail-Steele, Aman
and Alex Domin for earn
their Webelos rank.

Also, the following s
earned pins and patche
Daubenmeyer, Jack Dist
David Ketlehut, Brandon
terson, Jordan Pierson, Jou
Riaford and Michael We
" The program ended wi
retiring of the colors..

For more information on

Every year at the end of
February, Cub Scout Pack 854
of Canton has its Blue and
Gold Banquet, inviting families
and their scouts.

The banguet starts with an
official flag ceremony and a few
announcements from the assis-
tant cub master, Tom Johnson.
Then, it's on to a buffet dinner,
with parents each bringing a
dish to pass. (Special thanks to
Target, Holiday Market and
Meijer for their support).

This year, Jason the Magi-
cian was the evening’s enter-
tainment. Jason is an Eagle
Scout who performs locally.

Cub Master Bart Paterson
and Assistant Cub Master Tom

master.

New Webelos: Ian Phillips receives his achieve-
ment pins from Thomas Johnson, assistant cub

Johnson continued the festivi- Scout program and Pack:
ties with an Award Ceremony call Tom Johnson, (734
to congratulate the boys of the 7732. ,

DEAN'’S LIST

Julie Alanna Mulvihill,
iaughter of Nancy L. Heron of
Zanton, has been named to the
fean’s list for the fall semester
1t Stamford University. To
jualify for the honor, a student
nust have earned a minimum
3.5 grade point average out of a
rossible 4.0 while attempting at
east 12 credit hours of course
mork.

fdam J. Delezenne of Canton
xas named to the dean’s list at
ee University for the fall 2000
semester. The student must
ichieve a grade point average
yetween 3.4 and 3.699 GPA to be
Jlaced on this list. He is the son
f Dennis and Linda Delezenne,
Denny Kapp of Canton was
1amed to the dean’s honor list at
Miadonna University for main-
.aining a grade point average of
3.5 or better during the spring

2001 term. He is majoring in
video communications. Kapp is
the son of Dennis & Joyce Kapp
of Canton.

GRADUATION

Kennethh H. Smith and Karen H.
Staton, both of Canton, were
among those recognized for suc-
cessfully satisfying the require-
ments of the Parish Lay Special-
ist Program at Concordia College
and were graduated on Nov. 12
in the Chapel of the Holy Trini-
ty. Jade Fukuda was named to

- the dean’s list at Sienna Heights

University for the fall 2000
semester. A student must attain
a 3.5 grade point average for 12
or more semester hours.

HONORS

Robert Phelps of Plymouth
recently accepted a position as a
resident hall assistant at Ball
State University. Resident hall
assistants counsel students,

assist directors with administra-
tive duties and enforce universi-
ty housing policies. They also
act as a liaison between hall
directors and student residents.
Phelps is a sophomore majoring
in telecommunications and
minoring in public relations. He
is the son of Cindy Pierson and
John Phelps of Plymouth.
SCHOLARSHIPS

The following students from
Canton received Schoolcraft Col-
lege Faculty Scholarships for the
winter 2001 term: Kristen
D’Agostino in foreign langage,
Jennifer Dillon in chemistry,
Melissa Duckworth in anthro-
pology/ sociology, Matthew
Kitchett in culinary arts, Lauri
Karol in communication arts,
Tim Kowal in electronics, Gail
Spencer in economics and
Laura Walker in physics.

. Did you know?
. M The easiest way to skin a
shicken in to partially freeze it
first?
- B To remove garden stains
from your hands, add about 1/2
teaspoon of sugar to the soap
lather before you wash your
hands?
- M Baby oil will do the same job
as a fancy cleansing cream at a
fraction of the price?
- M The heart of @ hummingbird
beats 1,000 times a minute?
- M If you spray vegetable oil on
a clean car bumper before a trip
¥ will make it easy to remove
the bugs when you return?
- B If you need a ballpark mea-
surement, a dollar bill is just
more than six inches long? Its
jetual dimensions are 6 1/8 by 2
3/8 inches.

For young readers

Here are some children’s books

available from the library:

& Brrr! A Book About Polar
Animals by Melvin and Gilda
Berger

¥ The Lucky Lizard by Ellen
A, Kelley

B Purrfectly Purrfect: Life at
the Acatemy by Patricia Lauber

B A Year Without Rain bv D.
Anne Love

W Something Wicked’s in
Those Woods by Marisa Montes

8 Story Time for Little Porcu-
pine by Joseph Slate

Web watch

Check out these Web site
M www.sciencemaster.com
W www.adbusters.org

W www.fscus.org

W www.realgoods.com

W www.eco-house.com

Q&A

Q: What is the “Ides of
March?”

A: In the Roman calendar, the
days of the month were not num-
bered sequentially. Instead, each
monthly had three division days:
kalends, nones and ides. Days
were numbered from these divi-
sions: e.g. IV Nones or III Ides.
The Ides occurred on the 15th of
the month or on the 13th if that
month had less than 31 days.
This system was used in Europe

well into the Renaissance. Julius
Caesar was assassinated on this
day in 44 BC.

Source: Chase’s 2001 Calendar
of Events

For teen readers

Here are some books for teens
and voung adults:

W Cut by Patricia McCormick

B Experanza Rising by Pam
Munoz Ryan

® Shadow Peopie by Jovee
McDonald

WM Forgotten Fire by Adam
Bagdasarian

W Every Time A Rainbow Dies
by Rita Williams-Garcia

Hot topic of the week

W Saint Patrick’s Day! March
17 commemorates the patron
saint of Ireland, Bishop Patrick
(AD 389-461). In about AD 432,
he left his home in the Severn
Valley, England, and introduced
Christianity to Ireland. It's a
national holiday in Ireland and
Northern Ireland. 3

@ the Canton Library is com-
piled by Laura Dorogi of the
library staff. The library is at
1200 8. Canton Center. For more
information about library pro-
grams and services, call (734)
397-0999.

Jimmie selected this new baker's

rack to highlight your home's

treasures. In stock in beige or
pewter, or special order one in
your choice of over 20 colors.

Introductory Price

$19900

See Jimmie's Selection

of New Bakers Racks!

TOLL FREE
1-888-560-JIMS

BIRMINGHAM 248-644:1919
680 OLD S. WOODWARD

LIVONIA 734-522-9200
29500 W. 6 MILE RD.

NOVI 248-348-0090 :
48700 GRAND RIVER )

; g OPENING SOCN IN SHELBY TOWNSHIP + PLEASE CALL FOR STORE HOURS.
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Subscription eewal Special
FRIDAY, MARCH 16, 2001
Call between 8:30 and 10:30 a.m.
734-591-0500

Call us and renew your subscription for
one year at $51 and we will send you the

Tanton Dbserver
Plus!—

2001 Entertainment Book—
Greater Detroit Area edition—
$30 value!

Absolutely FREE!

and also without charge a
HomeTown Savings Card that
offers discounts from more than
1,000 area merchants all year
Iong|

e Central City Diner

e Shark Club. )

*7 Eleven

¢ Zeina’s Express

¢ Canton Ice Cream Center

* Cozy Cafe

¢ Uncle Frank’s Chicagos and Coneys
¢ AMC Theaters

nmcs' c&nn

@hseroe ¢y Teeenteie

¢ Skatin; Station and many, rbany, more!

Prepay orders only. Offer god while supp[e

ramL %)" rea/éomed /Aﬂ, 7014"5.

LE

GRAND
OPENING SAVINGS
NOW THROUGH
MARCH 31

Stop .by and register to win a
beautiful etagere from the Nautica Collection.

PHC

The Paimer Home Coriection™

WAVERLY.  GooyJsiahane

e fapn. NATICA

*SEE SIORE FON DETAHS, WE vnu'nmu ANY £0CAL COMPETITORS ADYERTGED PAICE. DISCOUNTS GFF MSRP. PRIOX SALES EXCLUDED,

WE PAY YOUR 6% SALES o8 B o $3500. We aa 172 voun saies T on saes geiow $3500.
Best Serviee. ﬁmmwfee/

%Eegf%w.
home
furnis}ggxlg mc ‘ % 4
. designs ,
' | \C 2/‘ of Southgate

734, 285 5454 » 14405 Dix, Southgate

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER -
tbmscato@oe.homecomm.net

Michael Skupm said he never
watched the original “Survivor”
program on television. But his
children did, and it was at their
urging he tried out for the Aus-
tralian edition which has now
made him a celebrity. '

“I filled out a 15-page applica-
tion, and I didn’t know what to

answer on some of the questions .
‘because I’d never seen the
" show,” said Skupin. “One of the

questions on the application said
‘If you were president, what
would you change about the
world?” Since I figured that I
had already blown the applica-
tion, I said ‘the length of this
application.”

Skupin got a laugh from the
throng attending services at
NorthRidge Church in Plymouth
Township last Saturday.
Skupin, who has called
NorthRidge home for the past 11
years, spoke at weekend services
for the first time since his return
from the Australian Outback,
after burmng his hands on a
fire.

Video clips of the Survivor I1
program were shown on large
screens, and Skupin didn’t hold
back on the details.

“We ate bugs every day,” he
said of his time in the Outback.
“I know it sounds disgusting, but
when you are obsessed with
hunger ... We ate the legs and
heads of grasshoppers, and ate
the eyeballs of fish like they
were vitamins.”

Skupin’s celebrity status hit

an all-time high when he was

shown on the show killing a wild
boar.

“It wasn’t blood thirsty. We
were just that hungry,” said

urvivor’s tale:
enthralls at area service

PHOTO BY HEATHER SONNTAG
Falth "Survivor" Mike
Skupin, with his wife of
five years Peni, shows now
healed hands during an
appearance at Northridge
Church in Plymouth
Township Saturday.

Skupin. “The hunger was so
intense it would wake you up in
the middle of the night. It was-
n’t about the hunt, it was about
being 17 days without being
full”

It was that hunger, and the
challenges of living in the Out-
back, which led to an increased
level of spirituality for Skupin.

“It’s sometimes hard to pray
here because you get so distract-
ed. But in the Outback, we had
hours at a time,” said Skupin.
“My relationship with God is so
much greater now.”

Skupin said his first spiritual
miracle came in a challenge for

Thomas from page Al

kupin

]

his Kucha Tribe, when he bal-
anced more than 400 pounds of
water on a pole across his shou]-
ders.

“When you saw me closing me
eyes and grimacing, I was pray-
ing all the time,” he said. “I
prayed for God to intervene, and
he broke the pole. The
adrenaline rush that went
through my body ... it was the¢
most gpiritual thing I felt up to
that point.”

Skupin told the gathering hls :
increased awareness of God led, "
to several miracles.

“I was told not to go fxshmg
during the day because it was
too hot and I wouldn’t catch any- |
thing,” he said. “I prayed and
caught four good-sized fish that
day.

“I chased that wild boar for
three days,” Skupin remembered
“It chargéd me and knocked me
down. After a lot of hours of
prayer, we finally caught it.”

Skupin said he’s certain it was
a higher power that saved his .
hands when he burned them in a-
fire. He miraculously didn't
need skin grafts, and has very
few scars. B

“God blesses people who
believe in faith,” he said. “I dont -
need faith because I saw it hap-
pening.” -

Maybe it wasn’t Skupin's’
smart aleck remarks on the
application that helped him wid-
a spot on Survivor II. Just
maybe it was divine interven-
tion. v

“Six months ago I got on my
knees and prayed. I needed to .
do something more with my life,? 7
he said. “I asked God to use me
in a way that would help people. .
Six months later, he did it.” e

Thomas. “It will take a new
board member three years
béfore they're a full-functioning
board member if they haven’t
beén involved before in the
schools.

“The financial issue will be
the toughest as we go to open
two new schools,” he added.
“We also have a challenge in
front of us with diversity. We
need diversity training with
both staff and students.”

Thomas believes his biggest
contribution has been develop-
ing the district’s vision state-
ment: As a public educational
institution, the Plymouth-Canton

~Community School District will

lead our state in educating stu-

Roland Thomas

dents to thrive in a complex glob- ,b

al community.
“I want us to be the best school
district in the State of Michigan,

- HAPPY

ST. l’1¥flll(‘li

For each petal on the shamrock

This brings a wish your way --

Good health, good luck and happmess
For today and every day: |

- Traditional Irnsé To%;%t

Stop by the friendlicst
grocery store in town!

Visch s

Your Food Store
A=

no matter how you measure it/
said Thomas. “It's about peoplé ~
coming together to make it hap-
pen. As a community we can do -
it, but it takes an involved.
inspired community.”
Nominating petitions to run in
the June 11 election are avail-
able at the Board of Education
office, 454 S. Harvey, in Ply
mouth. Candidates have until
April 9 at 4 p.m. to file petitions
that have the signatures of at
least 20 residents who are regis-.
tered to vote in the Plymouth-
Canton school district. .
Questions concerning petitions-
or the upcoming election can be -
addressed to Liz Adams by ca]lf- :

ing (734) 416-3095.

s DAY!

Sy Ginsberg
Corned Beef

50 49

}/J é’/@- }0 0’%%6&

Green
Cabbage

29¢

}0 et }00"‘4/‘\«6&

offers good March 12, 2001
through March 18, 2001

Livonia * 37083 Six Mile Rd.
Plymouth/Northville « 15185 Sheldon Rd.
Farmington Hills + 24445 Drake Rd

POF1034258
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during which the additional
door was discussed, but the
issue was never brought to the
board.

Trustee Susan Ward Callahan
was also disturbed by the pro-
cess. “This is just not the way
you do business.”

- The addition of the door adds
more than $5,500 to the con-
struction costs at Rawsonville.

The gym walls were already

blocked in before the door was
added to the project, requiring
some demolition for the door,
said Superintendent Larry
Tabor.
~ Trustees were also perturbed
that a 10 percent management
fee was added by Etkin Sanska,
the company overseeing the
Rawsonville project.
- “I don’t have a problem with
the door being here ~ it is need-
ed — but they should waive the
fee,” said board member Keith
Johnston.

The door is also considered to
be a little pricey. “Personally, I
think it is too high,” Randolf
said.

* The board eventually tabled
the motion to pay for the door
pending further study.

. Other items for Rawsonville
school were approved, including
the purchase of a new $83,937
intercom panel for the school.

Board members also approved
a change order for the construc-
tion of a turf road around the
new elementary school.

“We were demanded by the
state fire marshal to put in a
maintained road around the
building,” Randolf said.,

- The “turf road” will be 18 feet
wide and constructed of gravel
with two inches of soil and grass
on the top.

* Plans for a $20,000 drainage
gystem on the campus were also
passed by the board.

. “The Washtenaw County
Drain Commission was insistent
on a retention pond,” Randolf
said.

“I told them we absolutely
were not going to put a pond on
an elementary school play-
ground.”

- A system of perforated pipes
or “french drains” will be used to
handle potential overflow into
the storm sewers.

- “It is a much cheaper method
of doing what we have to do,”
Randolf said.

CC moving
northwest

BY KURT KUBAN
STAFF WRITER
kkuban@oe.homecomm.net

. Catholic Central High School
officials confirmed last week the
long-held speculation that the
school is planning a move to the
western suburbs.
» While Redford Township offi-
-¢ials are saddened by the deci-
sion, they are excited by the pos-
‘sibilities of redeveloping the 18-
‘acre property the school current-
Iy owns on Breakfast Drive. -
7 “We're disappointed they have
.fecided to leave, because the
‘township has had a great rela-
tionship with the school,” said
‘Redford Township Supervzsor
-Kevin Kelley.
.= “We're losing a prestlglous
‘institution, but the move will
free up 18-acres of prime real
-state. So this could turn out to
be productlve for us, if it’s done
-eorrectly.”
‘* The Rev. Richard Elmer,
‘Catholic Central’s presuient,
",told‘ the Novi City Council Mon-
day that the institution is hop-
“ing to relocate to a 50-acre par-
‘¢el of land in Novi, which was
“Ponated to the school by a local
ﬁeveloper

However, there are wetlands
on the property, which might
prevent such a construction pro-
-ject. Catholic Central officials
‘would have to get approval from
‘the Michigan Department of
“Environmental Quality before
-putting a shovel in the ground.
-+ “This is not definite yet,”
~Catholic Central spokesman Ed
:Turek said of the Novi property.
'« “We are currently doing a fea-
~sxb111ty study of the property to
rkee if we can build on it. Kither
.way, we're set on movmg It’s
vonly a matter of where.”
»» Turek said the school has out-
~grown its current facility located
vat 14200 Breakfast Drive.
~Catholic Central moved into the
}‘ormer South Redford Schools
y;!unlor high school building back
*in 1978. Both its size and the
*school’s changing demographics
.:are major reasons for the move
,«west

“We've outgrown the facility.
,It’sdtoo old and too small,” Turek
,sal .

Tabor said he had received
agssurances from contractors
that the cost would not exceed
the $20,000 the board approved
for the drainage system.

The plan has yet to receive
formal approval from the drain

commission. The next meeting

with the commission is slated
for March 15.

The Rawsonville elementary
school is slated for completion in
the Fall of 2001. The new school
is projected to cost the district
$5.5 million.

(Spring just got springier!)

*Savings off original prices of selected styles. No adjustments made on prior purchases.

Jaco SONS

Rochester * (248) 651 -6000
jacobsons com

a wonderful selection of in-season merchandise from
Women’s Dresses, Designer, Sportswear,
Petites, Clairewood and Ms. J.

PDF1023803
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neighbors and lobby Wayne
County Roads together to reduce
the 45 mph speed limit, which
residents say has become haz-
ardous since the road was paved
a’year and a half ago. Weaver
headed the group that success-
fully convinced the county to
pave the road, though some Han-
nan Road res1dents lave stated
they were against paving the
road.

Tuesday, Weaver asked the
board to approve the special land
use and the site plans.

Weaver told the board he took
the commission’s advice, and
invited all the neighboring
homeowners to a March 5 meet-
ing to iron out issues.

No one came. '

Steve Seregny, whose family
has for 72 years lived on, proper-
ty which abuts the church’s
property, said he didn’t receive
the letter from Weaver, neither
did his sister nor mother, who
also live nearby.

“T would like the courtesy for
someone to come talk to us,” he
said. “If we would have received
the letter, we would have been
there.”

Hannan, however, stated the
letter was so insulting she
declined the invitation. She
added her neighbors who
received letters did not attend
the meeting because they were
offended.

Hannan took issue with
Weaver’s final sentence in the
letter which requested “that
there be no smoking, drinking or
the use of profanity in the
church or on church grounds.”

Weaver stated he didn’t mean
to offend anyone, but had a prob-
lem with people smoking on
church property when he hosted
meetings regarding the paving of
the road.

Trustee Melissa McLaughlin

reminded residents the township
has little control over traffic. She
added she is “disappointed” the

residents did not attend
Weaver’s meeting.

“What we were trying to do is
help them become a bigger
voice,” she said of the commis-
sion’s suggestion everyone work
together, adding that because
the area also borders Wayne and
Westland residents could appeal
to two county commissioners.

The board approved the
request and site plans unani-
mously (Township Supervisor
Tom Yack absent).

Municipal Services Director
Aaron Machnik said the project
meets township requirements
regarding scope, use and design.

Even after the vote, the debate
continued in the hallway out-
side, where Weaver explained, “I
wigh it was true. I wish I had so
many people coming to my
church it was creating a traffic
hassle. But I don’t. The traffic is
just increasing. And I'm sorry,
but it’s only going to get worse.”

Softball Center signing up teams

Are you ready to shed those
extra pounds and shake off those
winter blues? Get in shape and
relieve stress by running the
bases at Canton Softball Center.
Canton Softball Center has adult

men’s, women’s, and co-ed
leagues available with registra-
tion now open.

League play begins Friday,
April 27 and leagues are played
Monday-Friday night and on

Planning to start a family
or just found out you're
pregnant? join us for this fun
and informative pregnancy
planning seminar in Ann Arbor.
You'll get lots of practical
information on the physical,
emotional and financial
aspects of having children.

Saturday, March 24

2 am. fo Noon

St. Josaph Marcy Hospital
Ann Acbor

PZiNNY
J(SJIEIEI PH “‘6’0

MERCY

HEALTH SYSTEM
A MEMBER OF TRINITY HEALTH

“Is Tt Time To Hava 2 Baby?”

Presentations on:

* Physical aspects of
pregnancy, from
preconception to labor
and delivery

* Pregnancy after 35,
medical concerns

* Childbirth education and
birthing options/trends

* Professionals Q&A Panel,
(including obstetricians, a
certified nurse midwife
and obstetrics nurses)

Plus:

A resource manual covering
the above topics and more

Light snacks and beverages

Registration:

Fee is $15 per couple. Credit
cards accepted, To register or
-for more information, please
call 734-712-5400 or
800-231-2211

L1031047

Sunday. Men’s and co-ed divi-
sions play a 18 game schedule
and playoffs at a cost of $785 per
team. The women’s division
plays a 14 game schedule and
playoffs at a cost of $625 per
team. Full payment is due upon
registration. Individual players
looking to join a team are also
encouraged to stop by or call the
Softball Center. League applica-
tions are available at the Canton
Softball Center office at 46555
W. Michigan Avenue or they can
be downloaded from the Canton
website at www.canton-mi.org.
For more information, call the

" Softball Center at (734)483-

5600.

Lighting /.. ,cc.0

wife must close heavy curtains
every night to darken their
house.

Township Planner Jeff Goulet
said part of the reason the light-
ing along Michigan Avenue
seems so severe is because the
highway is still partly undevel-
oped and dark, so in comparison,
the well-lit service stations seem
ultra-bright.

But Vance said that doesn’t
explain Ford Road.

Excess everywhere

“I shake my head in disgust
every time I pass by the street
light debacle along Ford Road
near Sheldon — unshielded, irre-
sponsible Victorian-vintage
acorn fixtures that serve little
purpose. They stand as a monu-
ment of how not to light a road,”
he said. “The light is horrid and
we pay for that with our tax dol-
lars.”

Vance added the lights from
the Canton Softball Center, on
Michigan Avenue, can be seen
from Ypsilanti. The township
owns and operates the softball
center.

“What they probably don’t
realize is that there are compa-
nies that specialize in providing
athletic field lighting that is far
less intrusive and more cost
effective than what they're using
out there now,” Vance said.

Vance said excess lighting is
wasteful and environmentally

irresponsible. It wastes not only-

tax money, according to Vance,
but it also wastes energy and
‘creates pollution.

“As a country, we could save
$2 billion and millions of tons of
coal every year if we used more
efficient lighting,” he said.
“That’s a lot of money and it’s
just burned needlessly.”

The environmental problems

| Landscape Design &
Installation

ffmevistour Rl py
High Energy

12 pack $1 0.99
: 9 920 cach &
.| REG, $13.99 | A

734»453~5500

EARLY SPRING HOURS:
Mon.-Sat, 9-6- » Sun. 11-5
OFFERS EXPIRE 3/21/01

#2539-132

PLYMOUTH .8
NURSERY :

and GARDEN CENTER

9900 Ann Arbor Rd./Plymouth Rd.
7 Miles West of 11275
1 1/2 Mmi South of M-t 4
Corner of Gotfredson Rd.

3
.

The best price. The best service.

Guaranteed.

“SEE $I0RE FOR DFIMLS. WE WALL MATCK aNY LOCML COMPHIEORS ADVERIISED
PRIE. W/DEPOSIT ARD APPROVED (REDIT. /3 DOWN. PREVIOUS A

EXCLUDED.

HOME
248.344.2551 + 42200 Grand River, Novi

POF1034483

For exclusively Thomasville,

Thomastille W/\@%"

¥

WITH PURCHASE OF
$3000 OR MORE.

CnsstHowingums

THE COLLEGTION OF A LIFETIME '

OR

PLUS

WE PAY YOUR SALES TAX!

¥ (81,050 value)

NO PAYMENTS — NO INTEREST
FOR 1 YEAR!

OR

SURNISHINGS OF NOVI

{5 blocks. East of Novi Rd.)

NO INTEREST FOR 2 YEARS!

For Thomasville and other fine collections,

HOME FURNT!
734.285.5454 « 14405 Dix, Southgate

of Som/;gm‘p

NISHING DISIGNS

{2 blacks North of Eureka Road)

H ‘l shake my head in
disgust every time |
pass by the street light
debacle along Ford
Road near

‘Sheldon...They stand as

a monument of how not
to light a road.’

~Norbert Vance

don’t stop with the burnmg coal,
Vance said.

“Animals are suffering,” he
said. “For example, the birds are
dazzled and confused by the
bright lights.”

Radiant revenue

The problem, Vance said, is
caused by greed. He said service
stations in particular are guilty
of excessive lighting, and do it
under the guise of security and
safety.

Vance said ironically most
crime occurs in the light. Home
burglaries are more likely to
happen during the day when
homeowners are working.

And “insecurity lights” are no
deterrent for night erime, he
said.

“I can cite a U.S. Department
of Justice study which found no
correlation between lighting and
crime deterrence,” Vance said.
“In fact, some of the most bril-
liantly lit places experience the
most crime. We are dealing
strictly with the perception of
crime.”

The reahty ig it’s really about
advertising, Vance said.

“It’s like drawing moths to a
flame,” he said.

It’s not entirely their fault.
According to Vance, electric com-
panies market these light fix-
tures to businesses and munici-
palities because they're waste-
ful.

“It’s money in their pockets,”
Vance said.

Bright night
Even more than the pollution,
and as much as the envirqn-

ment, Vance said he’s worried™
that a generation of youngsters:
is growing up without experienc-"
ing the wonder of starlight.

“They think an orange sky is."
normal,” Vance said. “It’s just.
one way people are out of touch -
with nature. This is one of the
last ways we can contact nature,:
looking up.”

But Vance isn’t one to criticize .
without offering solutions. He*
said there are examples of good:
lighting out there: the Canton:
Business Park with its “ideal.
shielded fixtures and subtle:
landscape lighting;” Eureka-
Road at Vining where “the:.
stylish full cut-off cobra lights
put their light on the ground,:
not in the eyes, or the pilots’:
eyes above”; and Brighton Town--
ship, which adopted a lighting-
ordinance that addresses meffecn
tive lighting. e

Even though Vance said he:
was met with “extreme negativi--
ty” by township officials, his:
words have not been ignored.  «

Canton Building Official John'
Weyer said after he received.
Vance’s letter, ordinance officers
visited one of the service sta--
tions Vance complained about. «

While he would not say the’
station is noncompliant with
lighting ordinances, he did say-
the property needs more investi-
gation. -

“We are evaluating that (busi-
ness),” he said. “We need to dis-
cuss our (light meter) reading-
measurements compared to their
design, and look at where they.
were taking the readings from. :
as opposed to where we were;
taking the readings from.”

He added Canton may have to:
bring in an outside lighting con-.
sultant to help evaluate outdoor’
lighting, and to inform them of:
the lighting industry’s develop-,
ments. o

As far as Michigan Avenue.
goes, Weyer said there will come -
a day when the bright llghts* g
don’t seem so dramatic. Co

“I¢’1l blend in with the rest of .
the lighting one day,” he said.. *-
“It’'ll look something like For&
Road.”

When sefting up your home to
accommodate a cat, don't forget its
playtime. A cat needs more than just a
litter box, food, and water. Most felines
love to cumb reach for dangling treats,
and, yes, scratch! Owners need to
protect their valuables and prevent
accidents, just as a house with
youngsters must be childproofed. Use
locks and barricades, and close doors
‘when necessary for indoor cats, offer
lettuce or catnip or set up a herb garden
for safe snacking. Appropriate toys will
help deter a cat from destroyirg
household items. Because scratching is
a common feline habit - it helps condition
claws and mark territory, plus it involves
a pleasing stretch for the cat - set up

Elizabeth
Routson,

YOUR CAT'S PLAYTIME |

by

DV.M.

conveniently located scratch posts.

To fearn more about cats, their habits,
and healthcare needs, please contact
Drs. Bunt, Hill or myself at PARKWAY
VETERINARY CLINIC. Our caring,
compassionate staff provides complete
veterinary services in a “family
atmosphere.” We threat all our patients
as if they were our own pets. Visit either of §
our two locations at 41395 Wilcox' Rd. In  §.
Plymouth, tel. 734-483-2577, or 5750 |
Lilley Rd. in Canton, tel. 734-9681-440,
Both locations are open six days a week.
for your convenience.

P8. If cat scratching becomes a
nuisance, -obtain plastic nil covers from [
the vet's office. Declawmg is also an |}
option.

Lioanazs §

This is great if you are in business
because the fact that we have
20,000 more readers than one year
ago means more potential
customers for you. According to a
recent independent survey by The
Media Audit, 460,000 aduite
vead one of our 16 local
Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers every week.

What makes this even
more compeliing is that
during the same period,
readership in the Sunday
Detroit News and Free
Press dropped by
114,000 readers and daily
readership in the combined
News and Free Press fell by
95,000. Readership of the
Sunday Qakland Press declined by
18,000.

@hsewer(%

Sourcs: The Media Audit, 2000, Matro Detroit Market Area

The Metlia Audit Is accradited by the Madla Rating Council, Inc.

We have more
readers than
ever.

" that are going in the right direction.

Fecentri

NEWSPAPERS
Part of HomeTown Communications Network™

Seems like we're the only
newspapers with readership figures .

So, if you'd rather have your sales
go in the same direction, call us at one
of the numbers below.

#ﬂiﬁﬂ

OAKLAND COUNTY 248-901-2500

or

WAYNE COUNTY 734-953-2153
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Democrat chair says party hungry for governor’s seat

BY RICHARD PEARL
STAFF WRITER
rpearl@oe.homecomm.net

“There is an enormous hunger
in the party to win the gover-
nor’s race,” said Michigan’s
Democratic Party chairman.

Mark Brewer said that’s why,

~despite it being a non-election-

yvear winter, the party’s state
convention in Detroit last month
drew 1,000 people — “about 50
percent more than we usually
attract” — and also why some 300
a couple of Saturday nights later
attended a spaghetti dinner in
northern Oakland County hosted
by some local Democratic clubs.

Even though the Aug. 6, 2002,
primary election is 17 months
away, the Democrats could have
five gubernatorial candidates

"competing then: Former Gov.
Jim Blanchard, Attorney Gen.
Jennifer Granholm and U.S.
Rep. David Bonior, plus state
Sens. Gary Peters of Bloomfield
Township in Oakland County
and Alma Wheeler Smith of
Salem Township in. Washtenaw
County.

And all five were on hand at
those functions to talk politics
one-on-one with party loyalists,
Brewer said.

That is “very good for us in
terms of creating excitement”
and interest in the party, he
said.

Brewer recently discussed
with Observer editors and
reporters his efforts to get the
party’s message out in a time
when the Republican Party con-
trols all three branches of state
government.

Named in February to a fourth
consecutive two-year term. as
party chair, Brewer said he does
“an enormous amount of media
work” and uses faxes, newslet-
ters and the party Web site, He’s
also planned public meetings
around the state.

Does Brewer — a Clintonv

Township attorney and Bonior
campaigner since the late 1970s
< have any favorites?

. “I’ve assured all the candi-
dates that I'm neutral,” like an
umpire or referee, he said.

He hopes only to have “as civil .

a primary as possible.” But he’s
glready done some “refereeing,”
he said.

¥ When Wayne County Execu-
tive Ed McNamara recently criti-
cized Bonior’s strong ties to the
inions, Brewer asked all the
candidates — and McNamara — to
focus instead on each candidate’s
strengths and why they should
rfun.

He wanted to “avoid negativity
to the extent that it’s possible” —
and the idea was well-received,
he gaid.

; The Republicans don’t have a
gtrong candidate, he said, but
“We really don’t take anything
for granted.

Brewer called Lt. Gov. Dick
Posthumus “a weak candidate”
both in name recognition and for
Yhaving the same identity as
(Gov. John) Engler
i “But again, we're not taking
anythmg for granted, and those
woter) poll numbers can shift,

rewer warned. “It happens in
évery general election.”

He said opinion polls show

Michigan voters have changed in

the last 12 years: “People don’t

believe — and 1 think they’'re

tight, frankly — that the roads

Madonna takes
-SCholarship
applications

nia is accepting scholarship
applications from admitted stu-
dents now through April 30 for
the 2001-2002 academic year.
Scholarship applications may
be obtained at the University
Financial Aid Office or by calling
{734)432-5663. The majority of
the awards stipulate that the
recipient be an admitted full-
time student who possesses a
minimum grade point average of
3.2 on a 4.0 scale, however, there
are some exceptions as well as
additional requirements.

'
'
'
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Madonna University in Livo-

have gotten any better.

“Matter of fact, there’s (also) a
significant chunk of the public
that thinks” clean air and water
have gotten worse, he added.

Brewer said criticized Engler
for a “divide and conquer” educa-
tion strategy: “Management
against labor, teachers against
parents — I mean, even divide
the races, a lot of times very subg
tly, not overtly.”

He said Engler's “modus
operandi the last 12 years has
been finger-pointing and scape-
goating and that’s caused
lot of problems.”

Democrats are “much more
interested in identifying prob-

cALL 800-424-8185 To ORDER ANYTIME. STORE HOURS: Laurel Park Place (953-7500) open Sun.12-8, Mon.-Sat. 10—9 FOR INFORMATION call 953-7500.
CHARGE IT: Parisian Credit Card, MasterCard, Visa, the American Express® Card or Discover®.
LOCATED AT LAUHEI.. PARK PLACE IN LIVONIA, CORNER OF NEWBURGH ROAD AND SIX MILE ROAD (TAKE THE SIX MILE ROAD EXIT OFF INTERSTATE 275).

iems (and) then trying to figure
out” collaborative solutions
between teachers, administra-
tors and parents, he said.

He also criticized Engler’s
using tax breaks to attract high-
tech firms while letting “a lot of
the bread-and-butter industries
which have powered this state
for decades” continue to pay
“much higher tax rates.”

He said the auto industry is
very high tech, despite its image,
and it’s drawing high-tech com-
panies here. -

Brewer said organized labor is
very important to the party “and
I think it will remain so. But
we're also a party that has a lot

of other folks ... a lot of ethnic
groups” and small business own-
ers — “room in our party for'lots
of different people to partici-
pate.”

Getting young people interest-
ed in politics is a real challenge,
he said.

They have “a lot of stress and
pressure” to get good grades and
good SAT scores and to get into
college ~ pressures that crowd
out other interests, he said.

But while they lack interest in
political parties, they are very
committed to issues: The envi-
ronment, sweatshop labor and
Napster. “So. I think we’ve got to
make the case to young people

about how parties are relevant
to-them in terms of issues,”
Brewer said.

He said the Democrats made

inroads in heavily Republican
Osakland County, gaining control
of the West Bloomfield Township
board, electing a supervisor in
Waterford and putting more
Democrats on Royal Oak’s c1ty
council.

Regarding firearms, Brewer
gaid the party is for “responsible
gun ownership and usage” but
for keeping guns from kids.
“We're not interested in taking
your guns away (or) stopping you
from hunting,” he said.

As for selling Great Lakes

water to other states, he said it

can be stopped with sufficient
safeguards and.regulations. .
Brewer predicted other elec--

tion issues will include racial”

profiling, secret evidence and an

accurate census.

He said Congress so far hasn’t
followed President Bush’s urgmg
them to work together and he"

hopes the president “steps in and .

stops” the divisiveness.

Brewer called President Clin-
ton’s pardon of billionaire Mare
Rich “a horriblé judgment” and

echoed the new president: “Let’s.

move on,”

PDF1034273
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RICHARD J. KRUSE

Services for Richard J. Kruse,
68, of Plymouth, were held
March 12 at the Johnson Funer-
4] Home in Manistee with the
Rev. Jerry Selleck officiating.
Burial was at Oak Grove Ceme-
téry in Manistee.

Mr. Kruse was born May 7,
1932, in Manistee. He graduat-
&d from Manistee High School in
the class of 1950. He received a
bachelor’s degree from Western
Michigan University. Mr. Kruse
was retired from the Ford Motor
Credit Company where he
worked as a credit counselor. He
was a member of the University
of Michigan Victors Club and the
Detroit Marine Historical Soci-

"ety. He was a veteran of the
U S. Army, havmg served as a
m111tary policeman in Germany.

> He was preceded in death by
h}s wife, Barbara Ann.
‘“Survivors include his son, Glen
(Rebecca) Kruse of Northville;
%{randsons Stephen and Bobby
Kruse; sister JoAnn Brons of
Varna, Ill; and several nieces,
nephews and friends.

Memorial contributions may
be made to the Manistee High
School Athletic Department, c¢/o
Johnson Funeral Home, 480
Water Street, Mamstee M1
49660 2602.

" Arrangements made by Ver-
"ﬁ}eulen Funeral Home.

JEAN B. YELEN

- Services for Jean B. Yelen, 84,
of Canton, were held March 12
@t St. John Neumann Catholic
Church with the Rev. George
Charnley officiating.

- Mrs. Yelen was born Oct. 28,

1916, in Detroit and died March
9 in Superior Township. She
was a homemaker.

She was preceded in death by
her husband, Walter, and sons,
Gary and Roger Yelen.

Survivoers include her daugh-
ter, Arlene (Robert) Woods; four
grandchildren; and five great-

.grandchildren.

Arrangements made by Neely-
Turowski Funeral Home.

JEFFREY JOHN DU CHARME

Services for Jeffrey John
DuCharme, 39, of Mt. Pleasant
were held March 12 at St.
Mary’s University Parish in Mt,
Pleasant with the Rev. Jeffrey
Donner officiating. Burial was
at Memorial Gardens Cemetery.

Mr. DuCharme was born May
7, 1961, in Detroit and died
March 8 in Saginaw. He served
in the U.S. Air Force from 1983-
1988 and was a member of the
National Guard through 2000,
He graduated from Indiana Wes-
leyan University with a BA in
Business. He worked as a cellu-
lar site manager for LCC Inter-
national for the past year. Prior
to that, he had worked for GTE
from 1988-2000. He was a mem-
ber of the General Agency Hock-
ey League. He served as a
coach for the City Soccer League
and as a Tee Ball assistant
coach.

Survivors include his wife,
Lisa DuCharme; son, Joseph
Lawrence DuCharme of Mt.
Pleasant; daughters Danielle
Didne DuCharme and Samantha
May DuCharmem, both of Mt.
Pleasant; parents, Robert and
Helene DuCharme of Canton;

WSDP named top school
station by broadcasters

" WSDP was named High
School Station of the Year by the
‘Michigan Association of Broad-
Casters.

‘The award was presented
Tuesday at the Great Lakes
Broadcasting Conference and
Expo. It was presented to the
station with the most individual
honors in the high school compe-
¥ition. Five WSDP staff mem-
ibers received nine of the 16
tgwards presented. Entries were
=3udged by professional broad-
;casters from throughout the
istate. '

: “I'm very proud of our stu-
%dents,” said station manager Bill
Keith. “Receiving this award
§f;~om the Michigan Association of
Broadcasters is a major honor.”
L Starkweather student Jacob
gBugeJa received four awards,
§1nc1udmg first place in on-air
nannouncm promotional
announcement and public ser-
?vme announcement. He also
§rece1ved second place in. sports

play-by-play.

Plymouth Salem senior J ohn
Sturk was honored with two
awards., He received second
place in news and promotional
announcement. ‘

Canton junior John Fournier
was awarded first place in sports
play-by-play.

Salem senior R.J. Quiambao
received honorable mention in
promotional announcement.
Canton sophomore Matt Hor-
vath was awarded honorable
mention in sports play-by-play.

WSDP swept all the awards in
the sports play-by-play category
and nearly all the awards in’ the
promotional announcement cate-
gory.

The Michigan Association of
Broadcasters represents the
radio and television industry
throughout the state. WSDP is
owned and operated by the Ply-
mouth-Canton Community
Schools.
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3947 W. 12 Mile
Berkley, MI
(248)543~3}15
Hours:
Mon-Sat 10-5:30
Friday 10-8pm
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HOP In Stock items only. Few exclusions.
Does not apply to previous purchases.
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Swmg Into Spring

| Saturday March 17¢h@Saturday March 24th

by 417101

~ons it purchasec
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ACCELERATED AND BACHELOR
DEGREE COMPLETION INFORMATION
PROGRAM
Saturday, March 31, 2001
10:00 AM. to 1:30 PM.

(Includes presentatiaons & meeting with the representatives)
DISCOVER YOUR OPPORTUNITIES! '

! Explore Your Options!
Schoolcraft College
McDowell Center

» Room MC 200

< Are you a motivated working adult?
< Do you have excellent writing skills?
< Is the lack of a degree an obstacle for opportunity

)3
'
4
1
; for career moves?
£
3
$
¥
3
H

CLEARY COLLEGE
CONCORDIA COLLEGE
DAVENPORT UNIVERSITY
DeVRY INSTITUTE OF
TECHNOLOGY
FRANKLIN UNIVERSITY
NORTHWOOD UNIVERSITY
ROCHESTER COLLEGE

-

e e s A e

Representatives JSJrom fifteen colleges/universities will be
presenting information unique to their program.
CENTRAL MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY

4 Representatives will be available to meet with you after the program.
< Baccalaureate Programs range from Business Administration,
Health Administration, Trade and Industrial professions, ET.
Contact Jan Munday, Counseling Center at
(734) 462-4400, ext. 5213 for reservations.

Light refreshments will be served.

SAINT MARY’S COLLEGE
OF AVE MARIA
SIENA HEIGHTS UNIVERSITY
SPRING ARBOR COLLEGE
UNIVERSITY OF DETROIT
MERCY
UNIVERSITY OF PHOENIX
WAYNE STATE UNIVERSITY
WILLIAM TYNDALE COLLEGE

L1034278

parents-in-law, Diane and Gary
Shockey of Plymouth; and
Lawrence and Betty Dallman of
Kingston, Mass.; brother,
Michael (Kathleen) DuCharme
of Kent, Washington; and sisters
Margot (Tom) Washington of
Bellevue, Wash., and Sally (Jim)
Mitchell of Canton.

Memorial contributions may
be made to The DuCharme Chil-
dren’s Fund.

Arrangements made by Clark
Funeral Chapel.

GERTRUDE H. FOREMAN

Services for Gertrude H. Fore-
man, 85, of Plymouth were held
March 13 at St. John Neumann
Catholic Church with the Rev.
George Charnley officiating.
Burial was at Riverside Ceme-
tery in Plymouth.

Mrs. Foreman was born Dec.

.

20, 1915, in Kansas and died
March 10 in Ann Arbor. She
was. a homemaker. She came to
the Plymouth community 52
years ago from Kansas. She was
a member of St. John Neumann
Catholic Church and was a for-
mer member of Our Lady of
Good Counsel Catholic Church.

Mrs. Foreman was preceded in
death by her husband, Clinton
B. and son, James.

Survwors include daughters
Nita (Harvey) Green of Auburn
Hills and Theresa Cloar of Ply-
mouth; son, Larry (Donna) Fore-
man of Plymouth; 12 grandchil-
dren; 13 great-grandchildren;
brothers Adrian Coomes of
Kansas and Dick Coomes of Ari-
zonga; and sister Ona Hagen of
Washington.

Memorial contributions may

Women's Spring Jackets
now 14.99-29.99

40%

Misses’, Petite, and

Pius Sizes Career Gresses
Assorted styles & colors.
Reg. 14.99-49.99, now 8.99-29.99.

Girl's Rompers by it
Hearts and Flowers
Sizes 4-16. Reg. 11.99.

MEIJER

Assorted styles. Reg. 24.99-49.99,

40

Size 18-24.

OFF

Misses’, Juniors and Plus Size Sweaters
Assorted styles & coiors.
Reg. 14.99-29.99, now 8.99-17.99.

-

12 Save $10

Girl’s Fashion Denim Jackets
Sizes 4-16. Reg. 22.99.

40

Entire Stock of Women's Cornerstone®
and New Twist® Shoss

Sizes and styles vary by store.

Reg. 9.97-19.97, now 6.97-13.97.

40

Misses’ Short Sleeve Apparen
Impressions® Career Blouses
Assorted styles & colors. Reg. 9.99-29.99.
Plus Size lmpressions® or Apparenza° Blouses
-3X

be made to the Angela Hospice.
Arrangements made by The
Schrader-Howel! Funeral Home.

WALTER HENRY BRANNAN

Services for Walter Henry
Brannan, 70, of Georgia, were
held March 14 at The Schrader-
Howell Funeral Home with the
Rev. Jerry Yarnell officiating.
Burial was at Cadillac Memorial
Gardens in Westland.

Mr. Brannan was born July
25, 1930 in Williams County,
Ohio and died March 8 in Fayet-
teville, Ga. He was a sheet
metal worker for Chase Compa-
ny in Dearborn. He and Phyllis
had been married for 40 years.

He lived in Farmington Hills
and moved to Tawas in 1986, In
1999 he moved from his retire-
ment home in Florida to Senoia,
Ga. He was a member of Hope

%

OFF

%

OFF

Sizes
409

4

Women’s Sleepwear and Rolies
Sizes S-XL, 1X-3X -
Reg. 5.99-34.99, now 3.59-20.99.

Girl's Benchline 8§
Girl sizes 7-16. Reg. 8.99.
Shorts Reg. 13.99............ 9.99

Misses' Whitefish Bay®
Stretch Pants
Side zip and ext. tab.

Lutheran Church in Farmington
Hills. He served in the U.S,
Marine Corp. He was an avid
carpenter and enjoyed working
around the house. He enjoyed
helping his friends and neigh-
bors with projects. He was an
all-around “nice guy.”

Survivors include his Wlfe,
Phyllis Brannan of Senoia, Ga.;
his children, John (Dana) Bran-
nan of Fayetteville, Ga., Donald
(Marci) Brannan of East Tawas;
Fred (Ann) Thatcher of Lisbon
Falls, Maine; Claudia Thatcher
of Keego Harbor; and Kimberly
(Robert) Paul of Canton; eight
grandchildren; two great-grand-»
children; and sisters Louise Bar-
ton of Sarasota, Fla., and JoAnn
Wessell of Seattle, Wash. .

Arrangements made by The
Schrader-Howell Funeral Home.

Women’s Comfort Shoes
Choose from assorted stytes.
Reg. 14.97-19.97.

Save 5.97-10.97.

Save $9

6-18. Reg. 21.99.

0z

99

' Save $4

Gurl’s Bonkers Fashion Knit Tops -
izes 4-16. Reg. 9 99.
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Warranties at heart of MDOT road repair effort

BY MIKE MALOTT
HOMETOWN NEWS SERVICE
mmalott@homecomm.net

When drivers noticed that the

surface of Telegraph Road, in-

spots at the intersections of 13
Mile and 14 Mile roads was chip-
ping away, they were surprised
and dismayed.

The road had just been
repaved last summer. But with
thawing weather, the road sur-
face in two
“spalling.”

Not to worry, say the Michigan
Department of Transportation
and the John Carlo road building
company that did the work, it
will be fixed as soon as winter
weather breaks.

spots began-

heart of the MDOT’s efforts to
improve the quality of roads
statewide.

With only 64 percent of roads
in what is considered to be “good
condition” as recently as 1996,
the state has launched into a
program through “Build Michi-
gan II” to bring 90 percent of
state roads — 95 percent of free-
ways and 85 percent of non-free-
way state roads — into the “good
condition” category by the year
2007, according to MDOT
spokesman Ari Adler,

As a part of that program,
Adler explained, the state has
for the past several years insist-
ed that construction contractors
give a five-year warranty on the

tor Greg Rosine is proposing to -
expand those warranty require-
ments to 10 years, and hopes to
include such requirements in the
specifications for road projects to
be bid out for the 2002 construc-
tion season.

Contractors concerned
Contractors, howéver, are con-
cerned about the requirement,
according to Bob Risser, execu-
tive director of the Michigan
Concrete Paving Association,
and Gary Naeyaert, director of

¢ government and public relations

for the Michigan Road Bu1lders
Asgociation. .

Risser explained that contrac-
tors must bond through an

The road is under warranty. roads they build. ix}surance company to cover pos-
Warranties in fact lie at the Newly appointed MDOT Direc- sible future warranty work on
TR T . i _

14°
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Carpenter Jeans

each project. So contractors have
cash tied up in warranties on
every road they pave for the
state. If the warranty require-
ments are too long, he said,
eventually only the largest firms
will be able to take road building
contracts for the state.

_ If the warranty requirements

. drive small contractors out of the

bidding process for future con-
struction jobs, that would reduce
competition and in the end could
drive up road costs, he said.

Of the 537 companies “pre-
qualified” to bid on MDOT con-
4racts, about 50 do “the lion’s
share,” and only the top 10 firms
take roughly half of the con-
tracts, Naeyaert explained.

Impact uncertain

Men’s 2-Pack Boxer Brlefs
by Fruit of the Loom
Sizes S-XL. Reg. 6.49.

11.99

Boys Hanes® Socks
Crew, Lo-cut and quarter

10.99. socks for boys. Six pair pack.

He agreed a reduction in the
number of firms competing for
contracts might push up road
building prices. But Naeyaert’s
chief concern is simply that war-
ranties on road projects haven’t
been in use long enough to see if
they really have an impact on
the quality of road construction.
In use only since 1997, Naeyaert

argued more data should be-

gathered about the effectiveness
of warranties before they are
expanded further.

Risser noted that Congress’
General Accounting Office has
recommended that federal
requirements for warranties on
defense contracts be dropped.
The GAO found that warranties
did not improve the quality of

-weapons systems purchased by

the Department of Defense, but
added about 5 cents to every dol-
lar of the contract price.

Risser is additionally con-
cerned about an MDOT plan to
transfer some aspects of road

" design to contractors and asking

them to warranty those design
aspects as well. That has tradi-
tionally been the responsibility
of the state, he said. And it
would likely increase road con-
struction costs further. Addition-
ally, it is not clear who would be
liable for lawsuits over road
design if contractors take up
some of that design work.

Adler said the MDOT is not
likely to hand over to contractors
such design aspects as the shape
of curves or the bank of the road.
Rather, design features he envi-
sions contractors might handle
would include materials and the
thickness of the paving.

But the MDOT has heard the
concerns of road contractors
about the warranties and is con-
sidering them, Adler said. The
final decision rests with Rosine,
who will be discussing the issue
with builders over the next few
months in the hopes of reaching
a conclusion for contracts to be
let for the 2002 season.

On the whole, road quality in

Michigan is getting better, both
the MDOT and road builders
gay. Adler contended that as of
1998, 73 percent of state roads
were considered to be in good
condition. By 2004, he said he
expects it will reach 80 percent.”
Roads repaved in the past two
construction seasons, when
drivers have had to put up with
frequent orange-barrel slow-
downs and detours, have held up
well so far overall, sources said.

Isolated incident

Adler, Risser and Naeyaert
contend the problem of spalling
on ’I‘elegraph Road is an zsolat»
ed incident.” -

Ellen Callahan, spokesperson
for the John Carlo company, said
the problems involved only a
small portion of the total project
done by the company last year,
less than 1 percent. She said the
problem occurred due to sub-
standard concrete purchased
from a subcontractor. Typlcally
John Carlo mixes all of its own
concrete for road projects.

The key to sturdier roads is
making more long term repairs,
Adler explained. Before 1997,
the state allocated only about 10
percent of its annual road budget
on long term repairs, which
include total reconstruction and
repaving of roadway with con-
crete. The rest mainly fell into
the category of short-term
repairs, primarily asphalt over-
lays which begin to break dowh
within three to five years.

Now the state puts roughly 30
percent of its budget to those
long-term repairs and another
third toward intermediate-term
repairs, Adler said.

Risser said he’d like to see the
number rise to about 35 percent.
Naeyaert contended it is already
there, what he termed as “the
right mix” for the level of road
funding the state has available..

Build Michigan II in 1997 allg-
cated an edditional $5 billion.to
road repairs over five years.

e e -

®

IREM lustitute of Real Estate Management
Michigan Chapter No.5 -

WHO:

WHEN: WEDNESDAY, MARCH 21, 2001
WSMERG, T 10:00am.- 5:30 p.m. AL
P WHERE: suRTON MaNoh &
DOORPRIZES ’ f#?’sm"g;;gg” WITHTICKET
re Livonia, Michigan .
g pap (South of I-96 and West of Inkster) 648“30&6?

HUNDREDS of Exhibitors Servmg
the Real Estate Industry
THOUSANDS of Real Estate
Owners and Managers

Contact: Bea King

CONTINVING EWBATION DESIGNED EXPRESSLY FOR PROPERTY MANAGERS |

Instructor: Randall L. Velzen, Esq. with the faw firm of Smith, Haughey, Rice & Roegge
8ix Hour Ctass fulfils mandatory continuing education for Michigan Real Estate License ~ COST $50.00°
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. » Lunch Included » Limited Space Available
all Alice Ehn — (734) 663-1200 for: Reservations

C g 2 .
FOR MORE INFORMATION OR BOOTH RESERVATIONS
IREM Michigan Chapter No.5  (248) 615-3885
Gary‘Gardell, CPM |IREM Special Events Chairman (313) 256-6007 .

T

R BZE "\‘:

5

Learn more ahout
Henry Ford Academy
for students entering
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1 Take an additional 20% off any | |l 1 1 1: 'Dearbgm s 5to 7 pm www.hfacademy.org :
g Men’s college or pro appatel in stock , 1 cood Thru 1l Good Thr 13 L Heory Ford Academy isap,,,me,ship‘.,mm i
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Monday, March 12th Henry Ford ]
Dearborn ¢ 5 to 7 pm Academy B!
 Thursday, March 22nd Dearborn. Mishigan |
- Dearborn ¢ 6 to 8 pm 45124-4088 )



mailto:mmalott@homecomm.net
http://www.hfacademy.org

o

@anton @bserver

Part of HomeTown Communications Network™

Tedd Schnelder
COMMUNITY EDITOR
Hugh Gallagher
MANAGING EDITOR
Susan Rosiek

- PUBLISHER

Banks Dishmon

VP/CO0

Jeanne Towar

VP. EDITORIAL

Dick Aginlan

PRESIDENT

Philip Power

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD

Our fundamental purposes are to enhance the lives of our readers, nurture
the hometowns we serve and contribute to the business success of our

customers.

Bypass pipe would help
solve WTUA’s quandary

Spring is on its way. Which means, so
is rain.

For Canton residents the thought of
more rain brings both good news and
bad. Trees will bud and flowers will
bloom. But there is a chance that storm
sewers will back up too.

To help aveid that situation, township
officials and the Western Townships Util-
ities Authority have an action plan. That
plan, though, is not without drawbacks —
in the form of additional costs in both
dollars and environmental damage.

In fact, the township is still struggling
with the fallout from Michigan’s quirky
February weather. Canton officials are
looking for a possible fine from the state
Department of Environmental Quality
-after WI'UA pumped 1.6 million gallons
.of diluted sewage into the Rouge River on
Feb. 10. The move was necessary, town-
ship officials say, to avoid a backup of
sewage into homeowners’ basements dur-
ing heavy rains that came on top of
already frozen ground piled high with
SDOW, '

WTUA’s underground storage basins
were filled to capacity. River levels were
high enough that storm water entered
the sanitary sewer system.

Canton Supervisor Tom Yack says such
situations, which don’t occur often, leave
the township with a choice that amounts
to the lesser of two evils. Either dump
the overflow into the Rouge or risk & law-
suit from angry homeowners. Both

optlons pose potential risks to the envi-
ronment and to the public’s health.

While the Observer certainly doesn’t
condone deliberate actions that harm the
environment, recent court rulings make
it difficult to support the alternative.
Wayne County and eight Downriver com-
munities are defendants in a class action
lawsuit filed by thousands of homeown-
ers whose basements flooded following
heavy rains last September. The average
award in similar cases has been about
$20,000 per homeowner, according to
Yack. The Downriver communities are
also in the process.of spending some $300
million to update their sewer systems to
bring them into comphance with the infa-.
mous “Super Sewer” project, stemmmg
from a 1987 federal court case.

So what’s the answer? Unfortunately,
the long-term solution will require more
taxpayer dollars to modernize storm and
wastewater treatment in southeastern
Michigan. U.S. District Judge John
Feikins, who ruled in the “Super Sewer”
case, puts the amount in the billions.

. In the short term, we urge the state to
grant WTUA a permit for an emergency
bypass pipe into the Rouge River. Town-
ship officials have been seeking the per-
mit for more than a year. The pipe, simi-
lar to ones permitted in older communi-
ties, would allow for siphoning treated,
highly diluted sewage into the River
when necessary, a better option than the
diluted sewage spilled last month.

Regional greenbelt idea
is one worth pursuing

From Oxford to Southfield to Canton,
preserving green space lies at or near the
top of most residents’ wish lists — but
not always for elected officials.

~That should change with the new
GreenWays Initiative, a private grant
program coordinated through the Com-
munity Foundation for Southeast Michi-
gan.

Over the next five years, dozens of
‘communities and volunteer groups could
reap the benefits of up to $25 million in
GreenWays Initiative grants. Those
grants could create a greenbelt stretch-
ing from Ann Arbor, through Oakland
County, to the shores of Lake St. Clair
and nearly to Flint.

: That $25 million could easily turn into
much more as communities use it to
match additional state and federal
- grants. Communities could use the
money to buy abandoned railroad orutili-
ty right-of-ways and turn them into
walking and biking trails. Volunteer
groups, also eligible for GreenWays
grants, could use their share to help
clean adjacent waterways and restore
riverbanks and lakefronts.

Almost all our region’s major parks and
recreation areas ultimately could be
linked via the newly created frails and
revived waterfronts.

The Paint Creek Trail, which connects
green areas from Rochester to Lake
Orion, provides a hint of the benefits of a
regional trail system. That trail was built
20 years ago and the idea of a regional
trailway system dates back at least that
far, -

‘Western Wayne County residents,
meanwhile, can envision what a restored

Rouge River would mean for Hines Park.

There have been good intentions on a
variety of fronts, but, until now, there
hasn’t been the kind of funding/coordi-
nating mechanism the GreenWays Initia-
tive will prowde

Time is of the essence and we urge
local communities and volunteer groups
to prepare their grant applications. The
GreenWays Initiative will begin accept-
ing applications Aprii 9.

More important, we urge Michigan’s
many private charitable foundations and
trusts to fully fund the initiative.

Slightly more than $14 million of the
envisioned $25 million has been secured
to date, with a generous $10 million
donatlon from the Kresge Foundation
leading the way.

Communities might also need to step
forward to provide some cash of their
own. The proposed $25 million repre-
sents a windfall, especially when coupled
with the potential state and federal
matches. Even that might not be enough
to complete the multi-community, multi-
county greenbelt.

.Such a greenbelt is more than just a
tree-hugger’s dream. It would provide a
vital, quality-of-life marketing tool to
help bring business to our area as well as
retain the ones we have.

It would also provide safe, healthy
recreational activities for all our area’s
residents. '

Even more, it would provide a link
between our region’s too often fractious
cities, townships and villages. We can
only imagine what future benefits that
would bring.

In regards to Phil Powgr’s column
(March 1) I would respectfully disagree.
The main Bush plan is not about the
money! It’s about teaching kids to read
and write! Your focus on the voucher
i$sue in his plan is a bit silly. First off,
this is only after three years of failure.
‘Surely we can all agree that at some
point parents should be able to say
enough is enough. Then again, maybe
not.

" Your comments sound typical of some-
one who forgets whose money it is. Public
school money is MY money! If after three
years the schools fail to achieve mini-
mum standards that we here in the state

Bush offers life raft

set, then I should be allowed to take MY
money that I paid to use as I see fit for
MY kid. And if I do send my kid to a pri-

" vate school with my money (no longer
public money, get it?) rest assured I will
make sure they too are up to snuff. If you
want to talk about masking the main
issue... Just keep talking about the
money like the teachers union has been
doing forthe last 30 years.

Bush’s plan does give parents a life raft
in case of emergency. Unfortunately
some would prefer we all go down with
the ship. Money and all.

Rick Kennedy is a Livonia

resident
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March 15, 2001

’HQNAMARA
(M

{ THAT RUNWAY
STRalaHT

M A needed reaffiimation

In January of this year, the Canton
Township Board of Trustees passed an
ordinance to create a Human Relations
Commission, Tom Yack, township
supervisor, appointed 10 Canton resi-
dents to serve on this commission,
which performs educational, counsel-
ing and advisory roles in various areas
including cultural and ethnic diversity.
The powers and duties of the commis-
sion as outlined in the Human Rela-
tions Ordinance are:

B To perform educational, counsel-’
ing and advisory roles in matters
involving race, color, religion, national
origin, sex, age or ancestry;

.l To recommend to the township
supervisor and the township board the
publication of such reports and
research which in its judgment will
tend to minimize or eliminate preju-
dice, intolerance, bigotry, disorder and
discrimination, or tend to promote
good will;

B To enlist the cooperation of the
various racial, religious, ethnic and
women’s groups, community organiza-
tions, fraternal and benevolent associ-
ations, where all such organizations
and groups are recognized as being
established organizations and groups
in the township, in an educational
campaign devoted to teaching the need
for eliminating group prejudice, intol-
erance, bigotry, disorder and discrimi-
nation;

B To cooperate with governmental
agencies in developing educational
materials for presentation on tech-
niques for achieving harmonious inter-
group relations within the township.

In response to recent activity sur-
rounding a Canton student article
about Black History Month, the com-
mission presents the followmg infor-
mation: -

Black History Month recogmzes and
celebrates the progress, depth and
diversity of African- American achieve-
ment. During the 1920s an African-
American named Carter G. Woodson
created and promoted Negro History
Week and in 1976 the month-long cele-
bration was implemented. The month
of February is significant and recog-
nized in African-American history for
the birthdays of great African-Ameri-
can pioneers and institutions such as

birthdays of W.E.B. DuBois, Langston -

Hughes, Frederick Douglas, Abraham

Lincoln, Eubie Blake, the NAACP and

the first Pan African Congress.
Celebrations such as Black History

Month, Martin Luther King Day and

civil rights laws have brought to light
the legal consequences of discriminato-
ry practices and racial harassment,
The struggles for, and achievement of
freedom by African countries in the
20th century have shown the strength,
the humanity, the ingenuity and the
contributions of the African to human
civilization.

However, these achlevements alone
do not and have not eliminated the

i prejudicial attitudes which generate

racial bias and discriminatory acts in
the local, national and international
arena. Laws can attempt to control
behavior, but attitudes can only
change through education, awareness
and the elimination of ignorance. .

In the words of Ralph Crowder, “the
observance (of Black History) must be
a testimony to those African pioneers
who struggles to affirm the humanity
of African peoples and a challenge to -
the present generation to protect and
preserve...the humanity of all peoples
of African descent.”

The Canton Human Relations Com-
mission believes strongly that celebrat-
ing Black History Month is a reaffir-
mation of the struggle and determina-
tion to change attitudes and heighten
the understanding of the African expe-

rience, At www.family
education.com (search for Black His-

_ tory Month), you can find books by

Black authors for all ages, and ways to
be involved in promoting Black Hlstory

all year long.
Rev. Eric Moore, Fred A. Bolden,
Joyee Brown-Williams, M.
Elizabeth Aldeh, Rev. Mark B,
Moore, Mary Manger-Lehnert,
Monika Dua, Muriel Burrell, Rev.
Richard A. Perfetto, Thomas
Hartnett
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B Better things?

Leave it to the politically correct do-

. gooders of the the last 10-15 years to

help decide how people should think.
Shouldn't these g 00,000 a year figure-
heads be concentratmg of improving
the school system instead of censoring
the students?
Bill Stewart
Plymouth

B Self-segregation

I was shocked to hear that the young
man had to apologize for the student
newspaper article (Observer, March 4,
2001). So much for learning the true
meaning of journalism, at the most
earnest level.

Anyway, I digress, I was listening to
some radio programs today and was
disturbed to hear about the need for
calm after the article. Why is it that
the so called “African-American” group
seems to feel the need to segregate
themselves by creating holidays just
for themselves?

Let’s start with the label itself,
African? Whoa, where do these people
think they were born? Obviously
America, or they wouldn’t have that in
their two-name nationality. I myself
am of varied nationalities, although I
just consider myself an American. )
After all, that is what-America is, er..
was.

America is diversified, you know, the
whole melting pot thing. A bit on the
cliché side but true none the less. Any-
how, I say if there was a White History
Month we would be in for a world of
hurt from everyone from Al Sharpton,
possibly Jessie Jackson, if he isn’t too
busy. All of this is going somewhere
though, I believe unless we get rid of
the bending and situating of rules to
‘appease a group of people who segre-
gate themselves, well prepare for the
next civil war,

Joe Shaw

Gibralter

B Valid points in article

The article by Chris Mackinder
“Racism comes alive with Black Histo-
ry Month” as printed in the March 4
Canton Observer, was definitely not
polished or even easy to follow. It did

raise valid questions that merit discus-

sion. It also indicated that the school
should probably address the subject of
ethnicity/color/race as part of its cur-
riculum to prevent misconceptions that
may form from a lack of knowledge or
understanding about the subject.

The article did not deserve the knee-
jerk reaction of racism by the parents
or the capitulation of the school admin-
istration to the cries for vengeance.

I have always considered Canton as
a progressive community with an eth-
nically diverse, educated population.
Having Canton’s name dragged
through the media as some sort of
hotbed of racism was sad and embar-
rassing.

There are correct ways to handle dif-

- Depot on Ford Road. We also noted

ferences of opinion; this was not one of
them and it did the people of Canton a
disservice.
Janusz M. Szyszko
Canton

B Poor decisions

This weekend, my wife and I took
advantage of the mild weather and :
enjoyed Saturday afternoon by taking *:
a drive to do some shopping. '

As we drove East on Ford Road, we
noticed multiple signs announcing the
closing of the recently opened Office

that the Auto Nation building had
finally been demolished by whoever
had purchased the land. We wondered
just what was going to be put into the
huge hole that the failed venture had
left behind.

We've only lived here for seven -
years, but we're already feeling

“squeezed” by what seems to be some
very poor decisions by our township
elders. Builder’s Square (HQ), Detroit
Sports and Recreation, Office Depot
and Auto Nation, to name a few, are
all examples of huge projects that g
destroyed the land and left empty -
buildings for awhile. Do we really -
need all of these things here in Can-
ton? I question the wisdom of having .~
approved two huge buildings and land -
uses for the same type of office supply
business within a mile and a haif of
one another.

We already run the risk of havmg
our township littered with empty .
shells where strip malls have stood for .
years. Now we've moved to bigger and
better projects to chew up our lands
with. '

Canton used to be the Corn Capital
Of Michigan (perhaps the Midwest) at
one time. We have a great deal of her-
itage in the areas of agriculture and
farming. Why not secure a place to -
share and celebrate that important
heritage?

We also have some very beautiful
areas that, god willing, will never see
the ‘bulldozer. But, until we pull the
reins in on our planning commission a
bit more, we will have basically built
ourselves out of a city. We'll be nothing
more than another Birch Run.

And that is not why I moved to-Can-

ton to raise a family.
' Frank chh

Canton’ :
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Questions for candidates
when they come knocking

There’s no doubt we’'ll be infested over the next
18 months with folks running for governor.

On the Democratic side, there are former Gov-
arnor Jim Blanchard, sitting Attorney General
Jennifer Granholm, sitting U.S. Rep. David
Bonier, and state Sens. Gary Peters and Alma
Wheeler Smith. The GOP establishment is trying
to suppress everybody but Lt. Gov. Dick Posthu-

mus, But since he
sz doesn’t seem to be
{ getting traction,
] you-can expect

emerge, possibly
including state
Sens. Joe Schwarz
and Dan DeGrow.

With so many
candidates, there’s
a chance that one
! of them will wind
# up knocking on
i your door. If you're
s0 lucky, here’s a
list of questions
that go beyond the
usual blah, blah
oromides of politics, Persistent questioning along
these lines could make candidates pause to think
2 moment.

“What are you going to do about the shortage of
qualified workers?”

University of Michigan economists George Ful-
ton and Don Grimes, who forecast economic activ-
ity in our state, argue that the biggest problem
our economy wﬂl face over the next three-five
years is a shortage of skilled workers. Since
unemployment can’t go much lower, increases in
the labor force are going to come only from either
an increase in people wanting to work or an
increase in the Working-age population.

The “participation rate” for women has
increased enormously over the last 80 years and
probably has room for a  slight increasé. However,
the participation rate for elderly people has been
iropping. So increases in the workforce are going
to come from the general population, where a
jeclining percentage of people will be between 16-
54,

Aggravating these trends is the reluctance of
families to countenance their little darlings going
into a vocational trade instead of a university and

ohil Power

the tendency of smart young people to move out of

Michigan for snazzier, warmer places.

What are you going to do about bad schools,
sspecially in inner cities?

One place skilled workers can come from is
minority populations concentrated in urban areas

who are trapped in lousy schools.

Last November’s vote on the voucher plan over-
whelmingly rejected spending taxpayer dollars for
parochial or private schools. But merely turning
down vouchers isn’t in itself going to do anything
to improve schools, In fact, it turns out that in
areas like Detroit, thousands of students are mov-
ing either to charter schéols or districts outside
Detroit. That sucks money out of the public school
system and makes improvements even harder.

Candidates should be encouraged to get beyond
the standard battleground positions — pro teach-
ers union or pro voucher — and come to grips with
what to do about thousands of kids who are
trapped in bad schools.

Now come two questions designed to cut
through the tendency of extreme interest groups
to force candidates into taking extreme positions
where most folks desperately want some kind of
gensible middle ground.

1) What is your opinion on a women’s right to
choose an abortion?

If the answer - parroting Right to Life — is “No,”
then ask: “What do you say to the majority of peo-
ple, both women and men, who in general do not
favor abortion but believe individuals should be
allowed to make that free choice?”

If the answer — parroting the National Abortion
Rights League ~ is “Yes,” then ask: “What do you
say to the majority who do not think abortion is
appropriate as the preferred method of birth con-
trol?”

My point is to suggest there exists a broad mld-
dle ground on abortion that extremists on both
sides would just prefer went away. Political dis-
course needs to move from the extreme into the
area where some kind of compromise is possible.

2) Do you really believe local gun boards should
be required to issue concealed gun permits to any
person who can prove he is not a felon or mentally
in?

The state legislature passed this 1eg1s1at10n -
under the shorthand title “shall issue” — last year,
responding to pressure from the extreme wing of
the National Rifle Association. A petition drive is

under way to put the issue on the ballot.

Candidates who support “shall issue” should be
asked whether they feel comfortable standing at
the door of somebody who might well be packing
concealed heat and getting a bit cross at the eva-
sions and even lies produced by candidates for
governor.

Phil Power is chairman of HomeTown Com-
munications Network Inc., the company that
owns this newspaper. He welcomes your com-
ments, either by voice mail at (734) 953-2047,
Ext. 1880, or by e-mail at ppower@ :
homecomm.net

District rating doesn’t add up

On March 4, The Detroit News published an arti-
2le entitled “Scoring metro schools: The 2000-01
Detroit News school report card.” The “grades,”
which were assigned by the News, were deter-
mined in consultation with so-called educational
axperts, none of whom were cited in the article.

Further, the article states “nearly 3,000 pieces of
jata on key educational factors were analyzed to
assign a letter grade to districts within Wayne,
Oakland, Macomb and Livingston counties.” The
paper only listed seven categories in a spreadsheet,
which they assigned a point system based upon
yuartile positioning. Teacher experience and
MEAP trends were the only areas not quartiled.

There was a scheme used to identify a multiplier

for test scores and
calculated using a
“computer model”
to. “predict” test
scores of a dis-
trict. Neverthe-
less, no considera-
tion was given to
the unique char-
acteristics an
individual district

- may be experienc~
ing. Even the

_ much-criticized

Michigan Legisla-
ture has made a
sincere effort to
solicit input from the educational community in an
attempt to identify criteria that represents a fail-
ing school district.

Factors such as high transient student popula-
sion, buildings and facilities, academic resources,
academic course offerings, rigorous curriculum,
rareer preparation choices for students, community
support and community services were all ignored.

Wayne-Westland has never been identified by
:he legislature as a failing school district.

In reviewing the data the News used in Wayne-
Westland’s category, two very distinct errors were
found.

First, the dollars per student used in the calcuia-
;ion were misrepresented by $474. Wayne-West-
land’s dollars per student established by the
Department of Management and Budget for the
2000-01 school year are $6,8986, not $6,422.

The 25 percent free and reduced lunch factor
used in the “computer model” for calculation pur-
poges is 30 percent, another “flaw” in the data.

Jodi Upton, writer for the News, stated she
received her data from a variety of departments
within Education and Treasury. Wherever the
srroneous data came from, it doesn’t excuse the
fact that it is incorrect and should never have been
out in print without consultation and validation
with the school district.

Wayne-Westland’s ACT scores and MEAP
Improvement Trends were higher than many dis-
rriets that received higher grades. The dropout rate
~as lower than many districts that received higher
srades. Clarkston, for example, had printed a
Iropout rate of 8.5 and the News characterized
:hem as having a “low dropout rate” in the com-
nent area. They received an A- grade.

iregory Barecy

—————

My gosh, Wayne-Westland had a dropout rate of
6.2 and has been improving significantly each year
since 1998 and we were assigned an F,

Something’s wrong with this picture. In the last
three years (1998-1999-2000), the Wayne-Westland
MEAP scores have improved at a higher rate in
eight out of 10 tests administered than the state
average increase in grades four, five, seven and
eight. :

In the past two years, four Wayne-Westland
schools have been honored with the prestigious
Golden Apple Award.

Wayne-Westland has added additional first-
grade teachers to reduce student/teacher ratios to
approximately 19:1. The Board of Education has
implemented an Early Literacy Program at the ele-
mentary level, adding a Reading Recovery Teacher
to each elementary school to bring students’ read-
ing levels up to appropriate grade level.

The district hag two students who are National
Merit Scholar Finalists, a very prestigious honor in
the educational community. Few districts in the
state can make that claim.

Last year’s graduating class earned over $1 mil-
lion in scholarship monies. I could go on and on
regarding exemplary programs, students and staff
within the Wayne-Westland schools.

What gives The Detroit News and staff the right
to interpret select data and publish their own non-
scientific, arbitrary and capricious grading system
that negatively impacts the perception of schools?

Regardless of the intent of this article, I wonder
what is the motivation of the News with such
“flawed” and “biased” reporting. It is clearly dis-
criminating, in my opinion.

The Detroit News data favors affluent high-
spending districts as indicated by the number of
school districts graded an A. We have no control
over the state’s allocation of dollars per student,
therefore this is not a realistic factor in any formu-
la to determine a school district’s success.

Why should we be penalized because the state
does not fund us at the level of a Birmingham
($11,378) or Bloomfield Hills ($11,455)? This is a
community of hard-working people striving to pro-
vide a better quality of life for their children than
many of us had as kids.

I am as outraged as many of you are regarding
the article. It is demoralizing and insulting to our
students, staff, parents and residents of this com-
munity. My analysis of this article is that is repre-
sents a biased, superficial and simplistic approach
that does not accurately depict a school district’s
success rate. Nor does it warrant the assignment of
any type of grade.

These people have never stepped foot in one of
our buildings, therefore how can they judge us?

The Wayne-Westiand Community Schools, staff,
students, parents and residents deserve better.

‘Rather than accept a biased, nonscientific analysis

of arbitrary and capricious data, I implore you to
visit your local schools for a firsthand look, Addi-
tionally, please feel free to contact me or my
administrative team to answer any questions you
may have.

Gregory Baracy is Wayne-Westland Commu-
nity Schools superintendent.

Jack Giadden

Unless you've been living in a mountain cabin
somewhere in Montana for the past couple of i
weeks, you've read about the flap created when a
17-year-old senior at Salem High School wrote a
column for the school newspaper criticizing the
whole idea of Black History Month. It wasn’t the
best-written piece I've ever read. It was awkward
in places, ham-handed in some spots, a bit stri-
dent near theend. -

After all, the kid is 17 and this is a high school
newspaper. The column shouldn’t have evoked
anything more than a nod, a shrug or a raised
eyebrow. And it probably wouldn’t have, if the
subject had been anything other than Black His-
tory Month. But in this politically correct society,
there are some things (no, there are many things),
that you just don’t speak out against. And this
was one of them.

So when almost 300 students and parents, most
of them African-American, stormed the high
school to protest the kid’s column, school officials
caved in and offered up the kid and the paper’s
teacher-adviser as public sacrifices. Both the stu-
dent and the adviser apologized publicly and the
adviser, apparently, received some kind of “disci-
pline.”

Public meetings were held to discuss the
“issues” raised by the column, Plans were made to
address the “issue” of diversity. Committees were
formed. There was talk of a “communication
retreat for students, in which ambassadors from
every segment of the school population go away
for three days to explore how to communicate
with each other.”

Amid all this sound and fury, two other “ssues”
have simply disappeared: What did the kid say
and did he have the right to say it?

The answer to the second question is easy: Of
course he had the right to both have and express
his opinion. Others have the right to disagree
with him, That’s Democracy 101.
~ But what did he say in the first place? The one

quote that keeps showing up in news stories — the

part of the column that, presumably, led to-those
parents and students stormlng the high school ~
was this:

“It looks like our nation’s leaders need a reality
check. If it’s a race war that they want, keeping
things the way they are will sure get them one.”

Although his prose was often klutzy, the point
the kid was trying to make was that the vision of
Martin Luther King Jr. and the philosophy
behind affirmative action programs was a nation
in which everyone was treated equally, without
regard to race, creed, sex or color. In the kid’s
opinion, whether you agree or disagree, focusing
on the history of one race during February was
‘contradictory to Martin Luther King’s dream of a
“color blind” nation. The King quote he had in
mind was from the “I Have a Dream Speech™;

“I have a dream that my four little children will
one day live in a nation where they will not be
judged by the color of their skin, but by the con-
tent of their character.”

Quoting another Salem senior, the kid sazd that
if Black History Month is to be celebrated, “We
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To hear adults tell »
it, student had the
right idea, after all

need a white history month to even things out as
well as an Indian hlstory month, a Spamsh hlsto~ :
ry month, ete...”

Almost 300 students and parents descended on
Salem to protest and the brouhaha began. And -
what was the upshot?

© oA

Based on statements made during and after all o

those meetings, it sounds like the partlclpants
pretty much forgot what they were protesting in
the first place. Many of the comments fall under
the heading of “Where Have I Heard That =
Before?” )

How about this statement from Rhonda Knight
a parent:

“I think dlverllty training on a regular basis i is .
needed, and should be required for all students.
I'm not just talking for Black Americans, but all

f e

nationalities, because Cantonis a d1verse commu-‘

nity.”

Isn’t that nght in line with what the kid was
saying, just a bit more polished?

Or what about this from Mike Chlurrento a
West Middle School teacher:

“The teacher’s union has been lobbying for

diversity training for our staff, but our requests .=

o~
R

have fallen on deaf ears. I think it shouldn’t only .- -

be one day a year on Martin Luther King Day, but,
incorporated into our curriculum. I would hope it;

Jbe

would be at all levels, not just Black, but Hispan- .

ic, Asian and the znvzszble minority of gay and les:’
bian kids.”
Sound somewhat familiar?

p

And this one from Virgil Humes, pastor of New;

Hope Missionary Baptist Church in Wayne,

speakmg at a meeting one week after the contro-

versial” column was published:
“Today’s meeting was the result of a bad event *°

Lot

;4

last week. This awakened us and the whole com- ',‘;

munity. This is not an African American forum.
We want to embrace all the cultures. Whatever

your persuasion, we want everyone to be included ™ *

Isn’t that what the kid said, in his own awk-

»

ward way? .

And then this, from school superintendent il

Kathleen Booher, speaking at the same meeting: *
“African American members of the group said -

they would step back and give their place to an ;f?

Asian American or Arab American or whomever,

o,

to create a group that looks like our school commug

nity so all the groups are represented. What we .3,

accomplished was a shared vision that thls needs,
to represent all groups in the community.”
What “we” accomplished? A “shared vision”? A

" need to represent “all groups in the commumty”"

Sounds to me like what’s been accomplished is -
pretty much what the kid was arguing, somewha
clumsily, in the first place: “...g0 that no matter
what color a person’s gkin, no matter what reli-
gion a person follows, no matter if a person is
male or femaie, they shall all be treated equally

£z

s
a
k]
&

®
=
3
I3

and fairly.” v

And remember, he had to apologize forit.
Jack Gladden is a copy editor for the Observ-

er Newspapers. He lives in Canton. His e-mail "%

address is jgladden@oe. homecomm.net.
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Birdie Mama

Rocking musical: Students, shown here, from Livo-
nia, Garden City, Farmington, Farmington Hills
and Plymouth are in the cast of the UD Jesuit
High School’s production of the musical “Bye,Bye
Btrdze. ” Matt Williams of Famrington Hills has a
lead role as Birdie’s manager. Students from Mar-
tan, Mercy, Regina and Bishop Foley are in the
cast. The production will be presented 8 p.m.
March 29-31 and 2 p.m. April 1. Performances
will be at Berkley High School, 2325 Catalpa,
Berkley. For information, call (313)862-5400, ext.
280.

Features include:
24-vaive, 200-hp V-6 engine

Power-adjustable foot pedéls

Dual-stage front airbags™

Remote Keyless Entry fsystem

PDF103422¢

No-charge leather seating surfaces’

Electronic Automatic Temperature Control

Securil.ock™ bassive anti-theft system

Action promised on county procurements

BY RICHARD PEARL
STAFF WRITER

rpearl@oe.homecomm.net

.The chairman of the Wayne
. County Commission vowed Tues-
day that the long-awaited pro-
- curement ordinance will come up
for a vote by mid-April,

Ricardo A. Solomon, D-Detroit,
set-a date of April 19 for the vote
on the oft-revised ordinance,
which is to replace the county’s

'contracting and purchasing ordi-

nances - some of which have
come under fire from state legis-
lators probing Metro Airport.
“You're absolutely right, it’s
gone on too long,” said Solomon
in responding to comments from
Commissioner Lyn R. Bankes, R-
Livonia, about the delays in
passing the new ordinance.

. The ordinance has been in
development for about five years
and Solomon said, “I take
responsibility” for-its having

been scheduled several times for’

a final vote but has never
reached one.

Solomon, speaking in-a com-
mittee of the whole meeting, said
that he and County Executive
Edward H. McNamara have
agreed to have commission coun-
sel Ben Washburn and assistant
county executive Hurley Cole-
man work to resolve differences
over the ordinance.

“This will be a last-ditch effort
to have some cooperation
between the CEO and our

M ‘Iit's not a simple thing. It’s very complex. We
need to try to get to a working agreement with

the county executlve, or he will

to it ...

Kay Beard
D-Westland

branch” on the ordinance’s final
form, Solomon said.

But it will come to a vote, he
said, because “it’s what we
believe is in the best interests of
the county. _

“We want to pass the most

solid, comprehensive ordinance”

possible, Solomon said.

‘One-item agenda’

Vice Chair Kay Beard, D-
Westland, said the ordinance
should be placed on a “one-item
agenda” for a three- or four-hour

commission meeting, with execu- .

tive-branch administrators pre-
sent, before the vote is taken.
“It’s not a simple thing. It's
very complex,” she said. “We
need to try to get to a working

. agreement with the county exec-

utive, or he will veto it and” set
back the effort.

The executive branch has to
enforce the ordinance, she noted.
“They may see some things we
don’t.”

A likely bone of contention will
be authority in contract matters
ag interpreted by the airports

Per mo./24-month lease

Cash due at signing
after $2,000 cash back

2694

For retum;ng lessees

Includes refundable security deposit.
Excludes tax, title and license fees.

mercuryvehicles com

départment, which is under

McNamara.

A report to the commission by
its ‘airport operations committee
noted that the airport believes
“they have been delegated éxten—

“sive contracting authorlty over

capitol projects.

However, the report notes,
“Historically, this is ... both an
ambiguous and debatable issue”

‘because the committee found

that “Slowly over time ... there
has been a progressive drift in
practice away from the actual
text, limits, and original intent”
of the existing contracting ordi-
nance.

_ Specifics include the use of
“change-orders” by the airport on

_construction contracts already

approved by the county commis-
sxon,‘Washburn said.

After bid-letting

These come from “problems
with what happens” after con-
tracts are let, Washburn said.

Such changes “need to be lim-
ited,” he said.

“When they change the specifi-

Mercury
LIVE LIFE

IN YOUR
OWN LANE

]

*Driver and passenger front crash test. **Call 1-888-56-LEASE for details. For cash back, take new retail delivery from dealer stock by 4/2/2001
***Always wear your safety belt and -secure children in the rear seat. TLeather seatmg surfaces a $895 value, mcluded at no charge on 2001 Sabte LS Premium.

cations, when they change whai
has to be done, those things hav, %
to come back to the commission,
he said. “Anything over a certai
(dollar) .amount” needs to b
approved. The current limit i
$50,000.

Washburn said the county
procurement ordinance needs t
“distinguish between contrac
modifications, change-orders ang
settlements.”

However, he warned, the com
mission also must assums
responsibility for not acting o

_proposed changes. “If the county

waits too long” and a project
costs more, “that’s the county’
fault,” he said.

Commissioner Phili
Cavanagh, in his first term i
the 9th District, called it “re
refreshing to see” movement o
the ordinance. The Dearborn
Heights resident’s districf
includes Redford Township amﬂ
a part of eastern Livonia.

Commissioner John Sulliva
D-Wayne, whose 11th District
includes Canton Township and
Belleville, said he wasn’t sur
whether one of his additions tg:"
the ordinance — limiting the timé}:
administrators have to approv
or pass along a contract — will
stick. The executive branch could
object to it as an incursion int
their authority, he said.
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Violinist Hilary Hahn
returns to Orchestra Hall
10:45 a.m. and 8 p.m. to
perform Samuel Barber’s
Violin Concerto with the
Detroit Symphony Orches-
tra. Call (313) 576-5111.

Lance Croy of Canton
and Debbie Fraser star in
the Dearborn Height’s
Civic Theatre’s production
of “Skidding” 8 p.m. at
the Canfield Center, call
(313) 277-7900.

| “Fame —
The Musi-
B cal”
8 dances
k into the

Detroit
Opera
House.
Perfor-
mances 2
pm.and 7
| p.m. Tick-
i ets $10-
$55, call
(248) 645-
§ 6666.

BY LINDA ANN CBOMIN
STAFF WRITER
lchomin@oe.homecomm.net

when he lived in Ireland. He'll be
picking up shamrocks before going to

dozens of pipers, dancers and musicians.

Religious day

here. People would come home from Eng-
land and all over. You'd go out and pick
shamrocks and pin them on your lapel,
and in the evening there was always
music. :

“All my brothers and sisters played.
There were nine of us and we played
everything from violin to harmonica and
penny whistle. There was always music in
the house. My father played melodeon, a

in Ireland.”

Gavin, Sean and Michael carry on the
tradition in America. Sean, a 15-year-old
flutist, won second place in the All-Ireland
competition in 1999 in Enniscorthy in
Wexford County with Groupai Ceol, an
ensemble which includes harpist Colleen
Burke of Farmington Hills. Gavin, Sean
and Michael, 23, play airs, waltzes, jigs,

Air Force musicians command attention

BY KEELY WYGONIK
STAFF WRITER
kwygonik@oe.homecomm.net

The Air Force is landing Saturday at Farm-
ington High School, but you won’t see any air-
planes.

They’re bringing instruments — the musical
kind — to entertain those who troop to the high

- school for an evening of jazz, classics and every-
thing in between.

“It should be a good program,” said Paul Bar-
ber, music coordinator for Farmington Public
Schools and conductor of the Farmington Com-
munity Band. “It’s another opportunity to hear
live music.”

Night Flight Jazz, Wright Brass, Con

who are based at Wright-Patterson

e way Mick Gavin celebrates S
Patrick’s Day is not that different from

church just like he did back home. Then
Gavin will head over to the Irish Fest at the Hellenic
Cultural Center in Westland where he’ll play fiddle.
Music plays a major role in the lives of the Irish
not only on St. Patrick’s Day, but all year long. When
- Gavin came to the United States in 1974, he brought
the tradition with him and began sharing it with the
community at an annual Irish Fest. That was 16
years ago. On Saturday, March 17, the Redford fid-
dler will celebrate the day named after Ireland’s
patron saint with his sons Sean and Michael and

“It’s a very religious day, a national holiday” said
Gavin, who founded the Irish Fest. “People go to
Mass and church. It’s a family day like Thanksgiving

form of accordion, and was a step dancer

reels and marches at home all the time. l

The concert will feature four ensembles —

Clarinet Quartet, and Huffman Prairie Winds

t.

dition.

Irish Fest
What: Celebrate St.
Patrick’s Day with
more -than 60 fiddlers,
pipers, singers and
dancers. Corned beef
and cabbage dinners
availabie, Cash bar.
‘When: 3 p.m. Saturday,
March 17
Where: Helienic Cultur-
al Center, 36375 Joy
Road, east of New-
burgh, Westland.
Tickets: $9, $8 seniors,

537-3489.

children frée. Call (313)

Base in Ohio.

arson Air

of marches.”

temporary

“This is the first time in my experience that
these small groups are appearing on the same
program,” said U8, Air Force Sgt. Roy Olds, a |
trombonist who plays with the jazzand brass
bands. “A great variety of music will be played. §
When people think of military bands they think

Olds, a former band teacher, joined the Air

- Force Band 26 years ago. He’s been at Wright-
Patterson for the past four years.

“I missed performing,” he said. “And strictly per-

Over the years their reputa-
tion has brought requests for
them to perform at parties, wed-

dings, and funerals.

] “It’s great to have my sons play,” said
Gavin. “When I see Mike and Sean I think of my
father. At the Irish Fest we’ll have over 60 perform-
ers, pipers, dancers from the O’Hare School of Dance

.in Westland, a lot of young musicians are coming

" along and they're the ones who will carry on the tra-

“Pipes were the prominent instrument of Ireland
in the 1850s. During the potato famine between the
years 1842 fo 1847, the population went from 9 mil-
lion people to 4 1/2. Two million people died and
another 2 1/2 million emigrated. It was a devastat-
ing time for music. A lot of music was lost in those
years. It also gave us a lot of laments for people who
died and left.”

Keeping the music alive

Gavin is reviving the music passed down from gen-
eration to generation. He teaches fiddle privately,
and holds Irish celebrations or Ceilidh, which are .

s

much like a huge party, on St.

. Patrick’s Day, and the weekend

between Christmas and New Year.
“I wanted to bring that tradition

- here and teach the music because

trained musicians never get the feel-
ing of the folk music,” said Gavin. “I
have to lilt it and tap out the beat
with my feet.”

Tom MacNeil learned the fine
points of playing Scottish style

piano from his grandmother. The
Scots and Irish share not only a love

of music but a similar sound as well.
That’s why Gavin invited MacNeil
to the play at the first Irish Fest 16
years ago. o
“It’s Celtic music,” said MacNeil.
“The music of the Scottish and Irish
are identical structures. It’s very

Air Force

Please See AIR FORCE, B2

rin h r: i Gavin (le v cal celerate t atrik’s Day b “ toer.

¥

related but played in a different style.” L
Like Gavin, MacNeil has family members playing -~
at the fest. Glengarry Road is 4 trio of brothers —
Tom, Stephen (bagpipes) and Jim (fiddle) who have
played at The Ark in Ann Arbor and the Big Pond"
Fiddle Fest in Nova Scotia. Glengarry is the road-
their grandfather lived on in Nova’ Scotia, the east-"
ern Canadian province where many Scots settled.
“My grandparents are from Cape Breton in Nov
Scotia,” said MacNeil who also studied pianc at the
Detroit Institute of Musical Arts. “The music comes

from the highlands of
Scotland. The only dif-
ference between our-
selves and the Irish is
that Scots follow a bag-
piper instead of a fid-
dler. We play reels, jigs,
airs and marches just
like the Irish do.”

And just like the
Irish, MacNeil cele-
brates St. Patrick’s
Day. Following in his
footsteps, St. Colum-
cille brought Christian-
ity to Scotland from
Ireland in the sixth
century.

-“St. Patrick brought .

Christianity to Ireland -}

in 432 A.D.” said
Gavin. “The reason the
shamrock is a symbol, -
is because it has three
leaves. Legend has it
when St. Patrick was
trying to explain there
were three divine per-
sons in one God. He
bent down and picked a
shamrock that's in one
stem to explain the
Holy Trinity.”

Ward is one of the
dancers who will
kick up his heels at
the Irish Fest,

»

Stepping t: immy
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BY NICOLE STAFFORD
STAFF WRITER

nstafford@oe. homecomm.net

The characters in Fame — The
Musical won’t beam with as
much “I'm gonna live forever”
attitude as their counterparts in
the award-winning movie ver-
sion.

The characters in the stage
musical, which runs through
March 18 at the Detroit Opera
House, have a leg up on the per-
forming arts students depicted
in the film. It’s 1984 and the
musical’s mcommg class have
seen the movie,

Naturally, the teachers at the
“Fame” school have also seen the
movie. First lesson: banish any
silly Hollywood movie ideas

v

Come Celebrate
: With Us!
Saturday, March 17
Tuésday & Thursday
Dave the DJ
Friday & Saturday
Impact 7 _
Dancing at 8:30 pm
Corned Beef
and Cabbage

$395

(In the‘ ouper 8 Motel Complex)

_LIVONIA + 425:5520 -
AMPLE»LIGHTED PARKING

L.1031181

Learning to fly: James T. Lane in a scene from “Fame.”

about a glamorous, free-spirited
life at the “Fame” school, which
is loosely based on the real
Fiorella H. La Guardia High

School of Music and Art and Per-

forming Arts in New York City.
The high school was founded in
1936 and is the first govern-
ment-funded arts school.
Teaching the first lesson is
home room teacher Miss Sher-
man, who greets the incoming
class at the start of the musical

With Your

by saying, “If you believe you're
gonna live forever or envision
dancing on tops of cars down
46th Street, you are humming
the wrong tune.”

“Fame is retro now,” comment-
ed the musical’s creator David
De Silva, who also created and
produced the 1980 movie Fame,
which garnered two Academy
Awards and five Oscar nomina-
tions.

Though in the play, only four

STPATRIC'SBUDDY’S ]

Voted #1 Pizza In Metro Detroit!
Call us about...
* Party Reservations
e Carry-out Party Trays
» All-you-can-eat Party Packages
visit www.buddyspizza.com
for special deals!

What: Fame — The Musical

When: 7:30 p.m. Thursday-Friday, March 15-16, 2 p.m. and 8 p.m.
" Saturday, March 17; 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. Sunday, March 18

Where: Detroit Opera House, 1526 Broadway, Detroit

Tickets: $10%0, call Ticketmaster, (248) 645-6666, the Detroit
Opera House box office, (313) 237-7464 or The Palace box office,

(248) 377-0100

years have passed since the
release of the movie, De Silva’s
stage show must play.to a wiser,
new millennium audience. To
give the musical a more contem-
porary tone, his characters and
the story line strike “more of a
balance” between unbridled ide-
alism and information age savvy.

“Before, there was less aware-
ness of AIDS, there were no
metal detectors in schools,” said
De Silva.

The stage version differs from
the movie as a matter of form,
too. With characters who love to
sing, dance and play instru-

ments, a musical version of’

Fame zooms in on those activi-
ties even more, said De Silva. “I
think audiences are going to like
the theater experience more.
Fame, organically is a musical.
These kids are there ‘to sing and
dance.”

“We're Your Pizza Party Place!”
.. Livonia * 734°261°3550
33605 Plymouth Rd. » Just W. of Farmlngton Rd.

‘ Farmington Hills » Bloom!ield . Royal Oak

Or Visit One of Ousr Other Butldy’s Locations: § ’
° Auburn l'lills . Dearbom . Detroit ° Wmen ° Pointe Plaza S

Divided into two acts, the
musical showcases 31 perform-

‘ers, 15 songs and six dance num-

bers. Lyrics were written by
Jacques Levy, and music by
Steve Margoshes. Lars Betheke
directed and choreographed the
production.

De Silva developed the show

Air Force

‘Fame’ school a natural for stage musical

in Miami in 1988. A theater in®
Philadelphia later staged the
musical before it was published
in 1990 by Music Theatre Inter-

" national. Since then, the China

Theatre in Stogkholm performed
a Swedish version of Fame — The
Musical and several other Kuro-
pean theater groups have pre-
sented it on stage. De Silva has
even seen his musical dong in
Hungarian and Polish tongues.

“Working in theater is a com-
pletely different experience. It’s
a living, breathing thing,” he
said, adding, “I truly believe
we'll live forever on the stage.”

from page B1

forming jobs are very competi-
tive.”

Unlike many musicians who
go from job to job, Olds has a
steady gig with the Air Force. He
remembers hearing a military °
band perform as a child, and it
kind of put a seed in back of his
head.

The musicians perform collec-
tively in the concert band, and in
smaller ensembles which show-
case their talent. All are profes-
sionally trained, and must audi-
tion for the chance to play in the
group.

Night Flight Jazz Ensemble is
one of 13 active duty Air Force
jazz bands in existence today.

“We have a couple of vocalists
and try to present a wide reper-
toire,” said Olds. The group,
which has performed at the
Detroit-Montreux Jazz Festival,
and plays music from the Big
Band era, jazz, Latin, and origi-

<nal music written by band mem-

bers.

Wright Brass combines “a
brassy blend of sound, style and
humor” in the tradition of the
popular Canadian Brass.

“We have successfully intro-
duced humor, but we play some

serious tunes too,” said Olds.

The Contemporary Clarinet
Quartet, one of the newest
ensembles, plays a variety of
- material including classics and
the music of Benny Goodman
and Woody Herman,

Huffman Prairie Winds, a

.woodwmd quintet, performs clas-

sic repertoire, show tunes and
ragtime.

The musicians tour on average
about one week per month. They
tour Michigan, Ohio, Indiana,
Kentucky, West Virginia, Penn-
sylvania and Maryland.

“There are a lot of careers in
the Air Force,” said Olds. “We're
looking forward to. playing for
folks. We have a great reputa-
tion and folks seem to enjoy it.”

Noteworthy

The Farmington Community
Band’s 35th Spring Concert is 3
p.m. Sunday, March 25 at Farm-
ington High School on Shi-
awassee, just west of Orehard
Lake Road. |

No admission charge. For
more information, call (734) 261-
2202 or (248) 489- 3412 or visit
WWW. fcbmusm org.

"Michigan's Wost Ehchénting ?Antiques Show ahd Sale"

Marcll_ _6}_ 7 and 8

At the Southfield Pavmon

Fri2-9 ¢

'ﬁ_ﬁiiilr;zﬁnjg ;

Merchants!

26000 Evergreen Road

Southfield, Michigan

Sat12-8 ¢ Sun12-5
e

An Extraordinary Show and Sale
_of Antiques and Accessories
.. for the Home. the Garden

"and Personal Adorament. -
An Antiques Show and Sale

- Taitored Jusf for You, Your Taste

and Superb Sense of Sty

Exit Evergreen Rd
South from {-696

anlignet comiM&M

$1.00 OFF |
- with this ad!

E-‘R-N-E-S-T-O-S

In the Tratorla

" FeReIeDeA*Y
3:30-5:30 p.m.

Early Bird Special

4 persons or more

(95
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I°U E*SeDeAcY*s

KIDS EAT FREE
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Seniors 1 q% Of f

S U e NeDe¢eAY
FAMILY DINNER SPECIAL
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10 & Under

BANQUET FACILITIES - 10-100 Persons
DECK OPENING SOON!

PIANIST & VOCALIST
Tues.-Sat, 9 - Midnight

STROLLING MINSTRAL'S Mon.-Sat. 7-10

#1661 Plymouth Road » Plymouth +734-453-2002

L?ﬁ! 152 -
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'BY HUGH GALLAGHER
STAFF WRITER
hgallagher@oe.homecomm.net

The War of the Roses in all its
bloody savagery is being fought
again on the stage of the Power
Center for the Performing Arts
in Ann Arbor.

The Royal Shakespeare Com-

pany of Stratford and London is
presenting the rarely performed
Henry VI, Parts I, Il and III and
the more familiar sequel Richard
IIT in a stunning and unprece-
dented cycle.

By the time Richard cries in
despair “A horse, a horse, my
kingdom for a horse,” Shake-
speare fans and history buffs
alike will have immersed them-
selves in 12 hours of the Bard’s
take on the dynastic war that
brought the Tudors to power.

Partnership

The University Musical Soci-
ety and the University of Michi-
gan have entered a partnership
with the acclaimed Royal Shake-
speare Company. In addition to
presenting three complete cycles
of the plays, the 53 member com-
pany is in residency at the uni-
versity participating in a variety
of workshops and lectures for
students and the community.

The productions are a mind-
boggling undertaking for the the-
ater company and the audience.
This past weekend the three
Henry VI plays were presented
on Saturday, requiring more
than nine hours of playing time.
Richard III was presented on

Sunday afternoon. This schedule

.is repeated this coming weekend.
The plays are also being present-
ed over three days this week,
with Richard III being staged
tonight. .

The four plays are from Shake-
speare’s early years. What they
lack in richness of language,
they make up for in blood and
thunder. In the hunchbacked
Richard, Shakespeare creates
his first great villain and for
those who are only familiar with
Richard III, the Henry plays
help give focus to Richard’s vil-
iainy while presenting a strong

. confrast in the .saintly, sad and

weak Henry VL _

The Henry VI cycle covers the
life of a man not meant to be a
king in an age steeped in cruelty.
While Henry tries to live by his
Christian principles, others plot
4o usurp his questionable hold on
the throne. He vacillates, com-
promises and retreats, leaving
his strong, passionate and ambi-
tious wife Margaret to fill the
vacuum of leadership. The Hous-
es of Lancaster and York are
jbined in conflict, trading allies
as each gains ahold.

Margaret proves as cruel as
any man, while Richard turns on
brothers, children and his closest
allies with gleeful abandon.

Model of clarity

Despite the complex, shifting
alliances and huge cast of char-
acters, director Michael Boyd’s
production is a model of clarity.
Shakespeare’s language is clear-
1y spoken. Whether spoken con-
versationally or declaimed in

EEENTEN FISH FRIES

high oratory, it is usually easy to
follow. The muddy areas are few
and easily covered. Some of the
young Bard’s clunky construc-

-tion is handled with a sense of

humor and a knowing wink to
the audience. -

‘The action is lively with sev-
eral choreographed battle scenes
and numerous bloody deaths. A
percussive score punctuates the
drama. Actors twist acrobatically
on dangling ropes giving an
added dimension to the sword
clanging fights.

Supberb leads

But the real joy of these pro-
ductions is the acting. Even the
smallest roles are well played
and the leads are superb.

Aidan McArdle’s Richard is an
-amusing villain, someone aware
of his own evil who glories in let-
ting us in on his cruel resolve.
McArdle makes Richard not just
a grotesque but something of a
peevish and arrested adolescent
thinking only of himself.

‘His opposite is Fiona Bell’s
fierce, bitter Queen Margaret,
taking on all.the attributes of an
Alpha Male as her husband
shrinks from the fury. Bell rips
into Shakespeare’s language
superbly. She plays a wicked
Joan of Arc in the first play.

David Oyelowo has the diffi-
cult task of playing someone
both saintly and weak. He is
able to project a quiet dignity
and his voice has a warm musi-
cal quality that is perfect for
Henry. C

It is a rare opportunity to see

K3

Batter up - it’s Lent and time
for fish fries. We’re putting
together a list of churches, clubs
and restaurants that offering
Lenten fish fries. If you would
like to be included, send infor-
mation to: Keely Wygonik, Assis-
tant Managing Editor Features,
Observer Newspapers, 36251
Schooleraft, Livonia, MI 48150,
fax (734) 591-7279 or e-mail

kwygonik@oe.homecomm.net

B Plymouth Knights of
Columbus Hall - 5-7:30 p.m.
Friday during Lent, 150 Fair St.,
Plymouth. Fish dinners, all you
can eat $6, shrimp and macaroni
dinners also available. For take-
outs call (734) 453-9833.

B St. Genevieve Parish Fish

Fry - 5-7 p.m. Friday during

Lent, 28933 Jamison, two blocks

south of Five Mile Road, east of
Middlebelt, Livonia, (734) 261-
5920. Two dinner options.

M Monaghan Knights of
Columbus ~ 19801 Farmington
Road, Livonia, (248) 476-8385 —
Fish & ‘Chips with coleslaw and
roll ($7.25) served 11 a.m. to 2
p.m. and 5-9 p.m. Friday, carry-
out available.

ik

B Faucets by Harden
B Tie Tub Surround

B And Moret!

B Air Masseur Massage Bathtub by Jason
B Bath Cabinetry by Bertch

B Uttra-Flush Toilet By Gerber

@ Installation by Complete Home Improvement

Sponsored By WJR AM 760 Radio, The Observer &
Eccentric Newspapers, Building Industry Association and
Mathison Supply of Livonia, Garden City and Canton.

Win A 310,000
Dream Bathroom!

Employees of WJR Radio, The Observer & Eccentric Newspapers, BIA and Mathison Supply are not eligible to enter.

Take a photo of your ugly bath-
room and bring it into any Mathison
Supply store or mail it to WJR,
Ugliest Bathroom Contest, 2100
Fisher Building, Detroit, M| 48202.

The winner’s bathroom will be
upgraded with new fixtures, tile,
medicine cabinet and accessories
with a value of up to $10,000.

And, be sure to visit the WJR and
Mathison Supply booths at:

GMC BUILDERS
HOME & DETROIT
FLOWER SHOW

COBO CENTER _
MARCH 22-25, 2001

All entries become the
property of WJR and
must be received by April
13, 2001. No cash equiva-
fents. Judges decision is
final. No purchase neces-
sary. Winner will be
announced

May 19, 2001.

11031671 _J

T gty

On ;tage: Clive Wood as the Duke of'York.

ets to individual plays will be
available 90 minutes prior to
each performance. For times and

this level of acting and the public
has responded. The series has
been sold out but returned tick-

more information, call (734) 764-
2538. i
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COMMUTER Reliable Motorcoach

=EXPRESS """
CASINO \\(INDSOR" -

DEPARTURES FROM: » Bloomfield « Farmington
¢ Hamtramck « Madison Heights ¢ Southfield ,

MONDAY - WEDNESDAY - FRIDAY

OW $5 Ooo PER PERSON

Includes 515.00 Food Voucher From Casino Windsor!

Call 1-800-290-2957

B

3
5

E T E kA G R

The -
Birmingham Bloomfield Art Center
| would like to thank
our generous spOnsOrs
for the |
o Michigan Fine Arts
Competition Awards

e Y Y h e s

. Bank One ,
- Investment Management Group

Bayer Cor ion,
Automotive Products enter

I - - |
Michelin Automotive
Industry Division

. " The Bank of .Bloomﬁeld Hills

! o Textron Automotive Trim

8
Robert Bosch Corporation
F| Automotive Group
I Purchase Award Sponsor:
Detroit Athletic Club

BIRMINGHAM BLOOMFIELD

1516 South Cranbrook Road  Birmingham, Michigan 48009
(248)644-0866 www.bbartcenter.org :
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THEATER

CENTURY THEATRE: Mind Games

continues through July 29, at the
theater, Detroit. $24.50-$34. 50
(313) 963-9800

DETROIT REPERTORY THEATRE:
Moms Mabley: The Naked Truth
continues to March 18, at the the-
ater, Detroit. $15. (313) 868-1347
DETROIT OPERA HOUSE: Fame,
Thursday-Sunday, March 15-18.
$55, $35, $25 and $15. (248)
645-6666

FISHER THEATRE: Ragtlme, the
musical opens March 27 and con-
tinues to April 15 ($35-$75); Rob
Becker's Defending the Caveman
Aprit 1829 ($35-$45).

FOX THEATRE: Smokey Joe's Cafe,
starring Gladys Knight, March 27-
April 1, at the theater. Showtimes
vary. $23.75-$38.75. (313) 983-
6611

‘GEM THEATRE; The Tropical Pickle
continues through Aug. 26, at the
Gem Theatre, Detroit. $24.50-
$36.50. (313) 963-2800
MASONIC TEMPLE THEAYRE: The
Phantom of the Opera opens
Wednesday, April 25 for 5 weeks
($16-$68), at the theater, Detroit.
(248) 6456666

MEADOW BROOK THEATRE: The
Ride Down Mt. Morgan opens
March 21 and continues to April
15, at the theater, Rochester.
$24.50-$37.50. (248) 377-3300
PERFORMANCE NETWORK:
Struggling Truths opens March 16
-and continues to April 8, at the
theater, Ann Arbor. (734) 663-
0681

PLOWSHARES THEATRE COMPANY:

Sisters continues to April 8, at the
Anderson Center Theater in Henry
Ford Museum/Greenfield Village,
Dearborn. $20, $15
matinee/seniors/students. (313)
872-0279
_ROYAL SHAKESPEARE COMPANY:
Perform a cycle of Shakespeare's
history plays Henry Vi, Parts I, Il
and Il and Richard Ii Saturday-
Sunday March 17-18 and Thursday,
March 15, at the Power Center for
the Performing Arts, Ann Arbor.
'$30 to $80 (stage seats), 4 play
cycle seats $108 to $250 (stage
seats). (734) 764-2538

7

CONOVIUNITY
THEATER

AVON PLAYERS: The hilarious com-

edy Noises Off 8 p.m. Friday-
. Saturday, March 16-17, 23-24 and
"Thursday, March 22, and 2 p.m.
Sunday, March 18, at the play-
house, Rochester Hills. $13, stu-
dent/senior/group rates available
for Thursday and Sunday. (248)
6089077
CLARKSTON VILLAGE PLAYERS:
Peter Colley’s thritller/murder mys-
tery I'll Be Back Before Midnight 8
p.m. Friday-Saturday, March 16-17
and 23-24, and 7:30 p.m. Thursday,
March 15 and 22, at the Depot
Theater, Clarkston. $11, $9
Thursday. (248) 625-8811
PLAYERS GUILD OF DEARBORN:
Arthur Miller's Alf My Sons 8 p.m.
Friday-Saturday, March 16-17, at
“the theater, Dearborn. $11 and all
seats are reserved. (313) 561-
TKTS
RIDGEDALE PLAYERS: Carouse! 8
p.m. Friday-Saturday, March 16-17
and 23-24, and 3 p.m. Sunday,
March 18 and 25, at the play-
house, Troy. $13 $12 on Sundays -
for seniors/students; coffee and
sandwich afterglow included. (248)
988-7049
ST. DUNSTAN’S THEATRE GUILD OF
CRANBROOK: Crimes of the Heart
8 p.m. Friday-Saturday, March 16-
17, 23-24 and Thursday, March 22,
and 2 p.m. Sunday, March 18, at
the theater, Bloomfield Hills. $12,
$10 seniors/students. (248) 644-
0527, Benefit performance to
assist Lighthouse of Oakland
County 8 p.m. Wednesday, Maich
14 (7 p.m.. refreshments). $50
STAGECRAFTERS: Noises Off opens
8 p.m. Friday, March 16 at the
Baldwin Theatre, downtown Royal
Oak. Performances 8 p.m.
Thursday-Saturday, 2 p.m. Sunday,
March 18, 25 and April 1. $12-
$14, reserved. (248) 541-6430
VILLAGE PLAYERS-BIRMINGHAM:
Agatha Christie’'s suspense master-
piece Witness for the Prosecution
8 p.m. Friday-Saturday, March 16-
17 and 23-24 and Thursday, March
15, at the playhouse, Birmingham.
Call (248) 644-2075 for ticket
fnformation.
DEARBORN HEIGHTS CIVIC
THEATRE: Skidding, the original
Andy Hardy play, a comedy, 8 p.m.
Friday-Saturday, March 16-17,
‘Berwyn Center, 26155 Richardson
-7at Berwyn, south of Warren, west.
of Beech Daly, Dearborn Heights.
$8, $6 seniors/students. (313)
277-7900.

A Guide to entertamment in the Metro Detrout. area
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COLLEGE
TEHEATER

HFCC THEATER ARTS: Black Box

Productions presents The Miss
Firecracker Contest Thursday-
Sunday, March 15-18 and 22-25, 8
p.m. Thursday-Saturday, and 2 p.m,
Sunday, in Adray Auditorium in the
MacKenzie Fine Arts Center on
Henry Ford Community College’s
main campus, Dearborn. $, seating
limited. (313) 845-6478
HILBERRY THEATRE: Picnic contin-
ues in rotating repertory through
Thursday, May 10; Shakespeare's
Cymbeline through April 5;
Antigone by Jean Anouilh runs in
rotating repertory through March
29, performances 8 p.m. Thursday-
Saturday, 2 p.m. Wednesday and
Saturday, at the theater, Wayne
State University campus, Detroit.
(313) 577-2972

THE THEATRE COMPANY: Between
Daytight and Boonviile opens
Friday, March 23 a.d continues to
April 8, 8 p.m. Thursday-Saturday,
in McAuley Auditorium at '
University of Detroit Mercy. $12,
$10 seniors/students. (313) 993-
1130 or www.udmercy.edu

YOUTEH

PRODUCTIOINS
MARQUIS THEATRE: Wizard of Oz

2:30 p.m. Saturday-Sunday, March
17-18, 24-25 and 31 and April 1, 7-
8, 21-22 and 28-29, and Monday-
Friday, April 186-20, at the theater,
Northvilie. $7.50. Children under
age 3 not admitted. (248) 349-
8110

PONTIAC THEATRE IV: Up the
Down Staircase, 8 p.m. Friday-
Saturday, March 16-17, 23-24,
Pontiac Northern High School. $7,
students/seniors, $6. (248) 656-
7730

PUPPETART: Purim Shpiel a rod
puppet musical based on the
Biblical Book of Esther 2 p.m.
Saturday, March 17, 24 and 31, at
the Detroit Puppet Theater, Detroit.
$7, $5 children. (313) 961-7777

SPECIAL EVENTS
A CELTIC JOURNEY: Of enlighten-

ment through Celtic prayer, music
and ritual 8-9 p.m. Friday, March .
16, First Baptist Church,
Birmingham, $25. (248) 644-0550
MIKE DEASY: Guitarist presents a

free concert 7 p.m. Sunday, March

25, Grace Christian Feilowship
Church, 29520 Munger, Livonia.
(734) 525-6019

AIR FORCE LANDS IN
FARMINGTON: Musicians from the
Wright Patterson Air Force Base in
Ohio, including a clarinet ensemble,
woodwind quintet, brass quintet,
and jazz band, will present a con-
cert 7:30 p.m. Saturday, March 17
at Farmington High School, 32000
Shiawassee Road, (west of Orchard
Lake Road). There is no charge,
the public is welcome.

AND THE WINNER IS: The Skating
Club of Novi presents its annual ice
show 7 p.m. Friday, March 30 and
1 p.m. and 6 p.m. Saturday, March
31, at the Novi lce Arena. $5.
(248) 347-1010

BUNNY HOP ‘N’ FUN: A Bunny
Breakfast of pancakes and
sausage, from 9:30-10:30 a.m,,
kicks off the fun for families on
Saturday, April 4, at the Southfield
Civic Center, 26000 Evergreen,
Southfield. Includes a one photo
with the Easter Bunny per family.
Face painting, egg decorating,
games, crafts and petting farm, for
elementary schootl children and
younger, 10 a.m. to noon. ‘
Breakfast is $5 per Southfield resi-
dent. Activities are $5 per rési-
dent. Non-residents may buy tick-
ets for $7 if someone in their
immediate family lives in Southfield
or attends Southfield schools.
(248) 354-9603

CELEBRATION OF DIVERSITY:
includes Town Hall meeting
Thursday, March 22, at the
Southfield Pavilion ($175), call
(248) 355-3700; a youth sympo-
sium on diversity Friday, March 23
(free), at the Southfield Centre for
the Arts. (248) 351-1320; and a
benefit concert by Harry Belafonte
7:30 p.m. Saturday, March 24, at
the Detroit Opera House. $20 and
up. (248) 645-6666

DAVID COPPERFIELD: Performs
March 23-25, Fox Theatre, Detroit.
$27.50-$45. (313) 9836611
CHAMPIONS ON ICE: Featuring
Michelle Kwan, Brian Boitano, -
Viktor Petrenko, Nicole Bobek,
Rudy Galindo and more, 7:30 p.m.
Friday, April 20, Joe Louis Arena,
Detroit. $25-$55. (313) 983-6606
FAMILY CONCERT AND SING-A-
LONG: Features Metropolitan
Singers of Southfield and the
Choristers of St. Genevieve
Children's Choir singing more than
20 favorite Disney songs 4 p.m,
Sunday, March 25, at th

Southfieid Centre for the Arts. Free
but donations will be accepted.
(248) 4249022

FIDDLING POET: Ken Waidman,
author of Nome Poems, talks about
life in Alaska, performs his poetry
and plays old-time fiddle music,
7:30 p.m., Thursday, March 22, at
the Southfield Centre for the Arts,
24350 Southfield Road, Southfield.
$10 general admission; $8 for
senior citizens and students. (248)
424-9022.

INDOOR SUPERFAIR: The indoor
carnival, with rides, games,
exhibits and food, runs through
March 25 at the Silverdome in
Pontiac. Admission, which Inciudes
unlimited access to all rides, is
$10, Monday through Thursday and
$12, Friday through Sunday. Non-
riding parents are admitted free
when accompanied by a child with
a ticket. Parking is free. (248)
456-1600.

MARCEL MARCEAU: To perform
briefly during the Ford Honors
Program paying tribute to him 6
p.m. Saturday, May 12 in Hill
Auditorium, 825 N. University,
Ann Arbor. The University
Musical Society will present
Marceau with its Distinguished
Artist Award at that time. In
addition to the performance,
there will be a tribute to his
legacy in Ann Arbor and
throughout the world. A benefit
dinner follows. (734) 764-2538
OSCAR NIGHT AMERICA PARTY:
Features a movie-themed dinner
and live auction 86:30 p.m. Sunday,
March 25, at The Roostertail,
Detroit. $135, benefits the Detroit
Film Theatre at the Detroit v
Institute of Arts, (313) 833-7969
OSCAR NIGHT AT EXCALIBUR: 6:30
p.m. Sunday, March 25, at the
restaurant, Southfield. $65,
includes 5-course dinner. (248)
358-3355

POLISH WEDDING GALA: Marysia
and Janek are getting married and
you're invited. The Hightanders’
Wedding Feast: A Polish Evening of
Goralski Tradition, Song and Dance
takes place Saturday, April 28, pre-
sented by the Polish Alliance
Dancers of Dearborn and the
General Pulaski Polish Language
School, the evening begins with
cocktails and hors d’ouevres fol-
lowed by the wedding, a full course
authentic Polish feast will be’
served after entertainment by
MuzaMix, at the American Polish
Cultural Center, Troy. $35, $20 for
children age 12 and under.
Reservations must be made by
Friday, April 13. Call (313) 581-
3181 (days), (734) 789-8801
{evenings), or send e-mail to
BusiasAttic@aol.com. More infor-
mation is available at hitp://pol-
ishalliancedancers@hypermart.net
REDFORD THEATRE: Bad Day at
Black Rock starring Spencer
Tracey and Walter Brennan 8 p.m,
Friday-Saturday, March 23-24, and
2 p.m. Saturday, March 24, organ
overtures begin 30-minutes earlier,
at the theater. $3. (313) 531-4407
SWIECONKO: Polish Easter lunch
and performance by the
Radomianie Polish Folk Dance
Ensemble 12:30 p.m. Sunday, April
8, at the Stitt Post No. 232,
Dearborn Heights. $19, $13 chil-
dren age 12 and under. Deadline
for reservation is March 31. (734)
427-8640

EAST LANSING FILM FESTIVAL:
Opens 7:30 p.m. Thursday, March
22, continues through Sunday,
March 25, Wells Hall on the cam-
pus of Michigan State University,
East Lansing. Screenings 7-14 p.m.
Friday, March 23; 1:30-11:30 p.m.
Saturday, March 24; 11:30.a.m. to
6:30 p.m. Sunday, March 25. $5
general, $3 students, (517) 332-
6076 or www.elff.com

BENEFITS

DETROIT WALDORF SCHOOL:
Award-winning Irish musicians and
dancers, including Grupai Ceol, fea-
turing Sean Gavin of Redford,
National Scottish Fiddle champion
Jeremy Kittel and All Ireland Uillean
Pipes Champion Tyler Duncan, 7
p.m. Friday, March 23 at the
Detroit Waldorf School, 2555
Burns in Indian Village, Detroit.
(313) 822-0300.

| ANGELS’ PLACE CONCERT:

Features Manfred Dreilech, and
Mark Tisdail and Barbara Ogar per-
forming a variety of music 7:30
p.m. Saturday, March 24, at St.
Hugo of the Hills Church,
Bloomfieid Hills. No charge but a
free will offering will benefit
Angels’ Place, a nonprofit organiza-
tion providing Christian homes and
services for aduits with develop-
mental disabilities. (248) 350-
2203

CELEBRATING LIFE: Michigan
Jewish Aids Coalition present a
musical revue featuring the cast of
Ragtime: The Musical 7:30 p.m.
Monday, April 2, at Temple Israel,
West Bloomfield. $36 open seat-
ing, $72 reserved, sponsorships
from $100 to $1,000. (248) 594-
6522

ELIZABETHAN ELEGANOE" The
Plymouth Community Arts
Council will hold its annual din-
ner/auction fund-raiser
Saturday, March 31 at St. John’s
Conference Center in Plymouth.
$60. (734) 416-4278 The evening
features an Elizabethan theme
complete with musician Matt
Watroba as Henry VIII conduct-
ing the live auction. A silent
auction will tempt revelers with
a huge array of art works, jewel-
1y, sports tickets, dinnérs, and

| travel getaways. Following a

sumptuous meal and the live
auction, guests can dance the
night away to the music of the
Couriers. In addition, a putting
tournament has been included
with a specialty putter as the

prize. A preview of auction items

will be held 7-9 p.m. Friday,
March 23 at the arts council.

- SONGS OF TRIUMPH/SONGS OF

JOY: The Legacy of Roland Hayes
features Indra Thomas, Florence
Quivar, Vinson Cole and Mark
Rucker in a recital 4 p.m. Sunday,
March 25, at the Detroit Opera
House. $15-$75. (248) 645-6666.
Proceeds will support processing
the Roland Hayes Manuscript
Collection housed at the Detroit
Public Library,

WAYNE RESA: Taste, Toast and
Teach, 6-8 p.m. Wednesday, March
28 at the Detroit Opera House. Jazz
artist Alexander Zonjic is honorary
chairperson. $50. Benefits Wayne
RESA Future Teachers Scholarship
Program. (734) 334-1624

CLASSICAL

CRANBROOK MUSIC GUILD: .
Presents sisters Ani (violin) and‘g
Ida (viola) Kavafian and Anton Nel,
pianoc 8 p.m. Tuesday, March 20, at
Christ Church Cranbrook, -
Bloomfield Hills. $25, $15 stu-
dents. (810) 751-2435

DETROIT SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA.
. Violinist Hilary Hahn plays Barber
10:45 a.m. and 8 p.m. Friday,
March 16 and 8:30 p.m. Saturday,
March 17, and 3 p.m. Sunday
March 18 in the “Introduction to
the Classics” series, at Orchestra
Hall. $15-$52, box seats $45-$71.
(313) 576-5111 or via the Web
site at www.detroitsymphony.com
LES VIOLONS DU ROY: 8 p.m.
Thursday, March 22, at St. Francis
of Assisi Catholic church, Ann
Arbor. $40. (734) 764-2538
CLASSICS ON THE LAKE: Series at
8t. Mary’s College, Orchard Lake,
features flutist Alexander Zonjic
and Detroit Symphony Orchestra

" harpist Patricia Masri-Fletcher, 3

p.m. Sunday, March 25, Shrine
Chapel. $15 adults, $10 students,
$30 or $20 respectively for con-
fert/afterglow. (248) 706-5355
REDFORD CIVIC SYMPHONY:
Cabaret concert 3 p.m. Sunday, .
March 25, at Hilbert junior High
School, Redford. Free. (313) 538-
1652

SONNET QUARTET: DSO musicians
in residence perform 8 p.m.
Sunday, March- 25, Varner Recital
Hall, Oakland University campus.
$12 general, $10 seniors, $6 stu-
dents. (248) 370-3013, (248) 645-
6666 .

OPERA.
VERDI OPERA THEATRE OF

{ MICHIGAN: Canton Project Arts -

presents “Viva Verdi,” a concert
4 p.m. Sunday, March 25 at .
Summit on the Park, Canton. A
lecture on opera begins at 3:15
p.m. $15. (734) 394-5193

 AUDITIONS/ :
OPPORTUNITIES

ACTING WORKSHOP: Gordon
Michaels, personal acting coach
for Dylan McDermott on “The
Practice,” will give a workshop::
covering a variety of topics
including cold reading and on-
camera techniques, how to get

an agent, improvisation, New

York versus LA markets, scene
study, the actors resume, career
consultation, and monologue
coaching Friday-Sunday, March -
30 to April 1 in Northville. $250.

(734) 261-5354/(310) 727-2383.

Michaels has been in the enter-
tainment industry for more than
20 years. He’s appeared on
Broadway, in films and on televi-
sion. Film credits include “The
Lost World” “Air Force One,”
“Leaving Las Vegas,” and the -
soon to be released “Texas '
Rangers.” .

DETROIT DANCE OOLLEOTIVE.
Registration for Summer Camp of
the Arts now being accepted, ages
7-11, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday-
Friday, June 18-July 6, at the
Huntington Woods Recreation
Center. (313) 965-3544

MICHIGAN THEATER AND DANCE
TROUPE Open auditions by
appointment on Saturdays at 2

| p.m. only, ages 16 and older.-Call

(248) 55205001 for audition time.
$25 non-refundable registration

| fee.

NOVI THEATRE'S CHILDREN
ANNEX: Raggedy Ann & Andy audi-
tions, 4 p.m. Thursday, March 15,
(ages 10-14), The Novi Center -
Stage, 45175 W. 10 Mile Road,
Novi. Performances Friday-Sunday,
May 18-20. Actors must pay $125 .

. participation once cast. (248) 347-

0400
VSA ARTS OF MICHIGAN: The

| Southeast Region Committee of

VSA Arts of Michigan is looking for’
children and adults with mental.
and physical challenges to perform
at its Celebrate Arts-Ability
Festival Friday-Saturday, May. 4-5
at Wonderland Mall in Livonia.
Deadline to apply is Thursday,
March 15. Special needs school
and community groups and solo
acts from the metro Detrolt area
will display their dance, vocal and
Instrumental music achievements
at the festival. Shoppers and per-
formers will explore their creativity
through hands-on art, music and
movement activities. Call (248)
646-3347. The Southeast Region
Committee of VSA Arts of Michigan -
is also looking for applicants for a -
scholarship (up to $500) to ‘assist
a person with a disability to further
their creative talent In the areas of
visual, performing or literary arts.
To be eligible artists must be 13-



http://www.aafilmfest.org
http://www.udmercy.edu
mailto:BusiasAttic@aol.com
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http://www.elff.com
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