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Ready for relay: Relay For
Life returns to Heritage
Park in May. A kickoff
event is planned for Mon-
day, March 19./A2

Theater: Get thee to Ann

- Arbor where London’s

' Royal Shakespeare Com-
pany will present four of

William Shakespeare’s

history plays./B1

Community theater: Ron
Williams Jr. of Redford
Township and Lance
Abke of Plymouth are
deserving of applause for
their performances in “All
My Sons.” /B2

Carving a niche: Members
of the Michigan Wood-
workers Guild will dis-
play their craftsmanship
in a show Sunday./C1

District duty: Plymouth
Salem and Northville
squared off in a Class A
district basketball semifi-
nal Wednesday night./D1

Neatness pays: Just ask
anyone who has sold a
home. A neat home brings
more money than a
mess./EL1
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Prom primping at Canton High School

Dressing
up: Mandy
Koran gives
a teasing
look to her
escort in
the Ply-
mouth-
Canton
Education
Park Prom
Fashion
Show Tues-
day at Ply-
mouth Can-
ton High
School. See
what high
school stu-
dents will
be wearing
at the prom
this spring.
The annual
fashion
show
should
make the
decision
process eqs-
ier for
some. For
more on the
show,
please turn
to Page C7.

Superstore center gets initial OK

BY CAROL MARSHALL
STAFF WRITER
cmarshali@oe homecomm.net

Though the Grand Sakwa commer-
cial development has been in the plan-
ning stage for more than a year, this
month will be a mad dash to the finish.

The Canton Township Planning
Commission Monday passed the baton
after reluctantly finishing the first leg
of the race. The commission voted 4-3
to recommend approval for a Planned
Development District for the site at
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Campus
confronts
race issue

B Questions remained for African-

American parents and students after

Plymouth-Canton school officials met

Wlth them Monday to discuss the fall- -
out from a controversial opinion -
piece in the student newspaper. ’

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER
tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net

“There are a lot of angry people here whose con-
cerns are not being addressed,” Pastor Joe Stevenson
of Canton said in a soft-spoken voice to Plymouth-
Canton Schools Superintendent Kathleen Booher
after an emotional three-hour meeting Monday night.
“Classroom issues are not being addressed. Teachers:
need to listen.” :

The meeting between approximately 150 mostly

African-American students and parents, with the -

administration of the Plymouth-Canton Schools, cen-
tered on a column written in the hlgh school newspa-
per which many considered racist.

Editonal comment, A§ A9 '

In the end, many left feeling they didn’t. get what.

they came for - answers — and it appeared the ten-
sion between the African-American community and-
the school district became even more evident.

The meeting in Salem High School’s cafeteria drew
a crowd that was mamly upset with the column writ-.
ten by Salem senior Chris Mackinder of Canton and
printed in the P-CEP Perspective, which questioned

the validity of Black History Month. Most of those in.
attendance viewed the column as racist, and they
were frustrated from what they considered the lack of

answers to their questions.

“T just want to know what’s going to happen to the

teacher (Mary Lou Nagy, adviser to the Perspective),”
asked Mitzi Gaines of Canton. “She allowed a public
statement to be made in regards to racism, and she
threatened the black race. And, we want to know
what’s happening to the young man.”

Please see RACISM, A6

- mom-and- pop-type shops or tanning
salons? They want national stores,

Ford, between Sheldon and Morton
Taylor roads.

Commissionets grappled with the
300,000 square-foot, $42.5 million-
development’s COncept; which includes
a deviation from the township’s master
plan.

The site is zoned for community
shopping. But Grand Sakwa’s plans
include a 150,000-square-foot Lowe’s

Speech provides peek
at Canton’s future

BY CAROL MARSHALL
STAFF WRITER
cmarshall@oe.homecomm.net

Take a look at the good life in Can-
ton, said Township Supervisor Tom
Yack in his 12th State of the Township
address Wednesday.

Related coiumn, A9

The address was also the kickoff of
the township’s “Take a Look” market-
ing campaign, and Yack encouraged
the community to reflect on the town-
ship’s progress over the last 12 months
when he spoke at the Canton Chamber

of Commerce luncheon, which hosted
the address.

Yack said Canton, at a population of
80,000 and growing, continues to
attract more people because it offers a
high quality of life.

Yack emphasized the community’s
safety and prosperity, reporting ‘that
Part I offenses — or more serious crimes
- dived by 1,000 last year.

Further, he said more than 90 per-
cent of Canton residents surveyed said
they feel safe in their community and
rated the police department as “good”
or “excellent.”

Please see YACK SPEECH, A3

CANTON PLANNING COMMISSION

such as Bed, Bath & Beyond.”

AR AR RN KT R LTI

Hardware, a regional shopping use,
which would attract shoppers and traf-
fic from outside the township.

“There’s no question that over time .

retail has changed,” said Bryan
Amann, Canton attorney representing
Grand Sakwa, noting most of the sur-
rounding retail development is more
than 20 years old. “But when was the
last time anyone asked you for more

.

Speedy planning

Causing even more discomfort than

the break from the master plan was

the project’s speed.

Amann said in order to meet the cen-
ter’s largest tenant’s March 30 dead-
line, action on the PDD was required
Monday so that the Canton Townsth

- Please see SUPERS‘I‘ORE, A4
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Looking ahead: The townsth s new markettng logo adorned the
podium in front of Superuvisor Tom Yack Wednesday.

9 facing charges in summer vandalism spree

BY MATT JACEMAN
STAFF WRITER |
mjachman@oe.homecomm.net

Nine people face criminal charges in
what police say was a months-long
spree of vandalism, burglary and theft
at area golf courses and building sites,
including Canton Township.

The suspects, many of them recent
Livonia Stevenson High School gradu-
ates, are accused of breaking into con-
struction trailers and stealing tools,

playing demolition derby with heavy
equipment and trashing golf courses,
including two in Livonia.

The theft and damage estimate in
the communities affected by the spree

“totals $400,000, said Lt. Ben McDer-

mott, supervisor of the Livonia Police
Department’s detective bureau. In gll,
nine communities were targeted by the
vandals.

“It was just their 1d~aa of fun,”
McDermott said Monda,- at a press

conference following the 16th District
Court arraignments of eight of the nine
suspects. “This was the way they got
their kicks.”

Police say two tips and the arrest of
one of the suspects late last year, when
stolen tools were found in a vehicle he
was driving away from an unfinished
subdivision off of Seven Mile, began
the investigation and helped detectives
Officer Tim Larion and Sgt. Patrick
Moug piece the case together.

Ron ReinKe, supervisor of the
Department of Parks and Recreation,
said he was pleased with the police
effort. The Fox Creek and Whispering
Willows golf courses, both city owned,
were vandalized in August, and Whis-
pering Willows was also hit in June.

“Last summer was the worst” in
terms of golf-course vandalism, Reinke.
gaid. “There was significant damage.
here, more than just the misdemeanor

Please see VANDAI.ISM SPREE, A4
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_BY CAROL MARSHALL

" STAFF WRITER

cmarshali@oe. homecomm.net

- The American Cancer Society

and Canton are teaming up once
again to bring the Relay for Life
to the community. The 24-hour
event will be held at Heritage
Park beginning at 10 a.m., Sat-
urday, May 19.

In preparation for the annual

event, the Summit will host a
kickoﬁ' rally at 6 p.m., Monday,
March 12.

_ “IK’s just going to be a fantastic
event,” said Debbie Zevalkink,
administrative assistant to the
township supervisor, and event
coordinator.

The American Cancer Society

Relay for Life is a community
event that allows people to cele-
brate life for survivors, to
remember loved ones lost and to
rally together as a community to
fight cancer. -

Zevalkink said when the

American Cancer Society con-
tacted her about coordinating an
event in Canton, she jumped at
the opportunity.

HThey just happened to get
hold of the right person because
I had been looking for a commu-
nity fund-raiser for a Whﬂe, and
it happens that my son is a can-

cer survivor,” she said, explain- -

ing her 25-year-old son has been
in remission for three years after
his diagnosis of lymphoma.

B For information about the third annual fund-
raiser, scheduled for May 19-20 in Heritage Park,

call (734) 394-5185.

The event is a 24-hour-relay,
in which team members take
one-hour turns circling the
track.

“You can run, you can walk,
you can jog,” said ACS Commu-
nity Developmegt Director Mary
Partin. “However you want to
get around the track.”

Partin said she had no doubts
Canton would produce a success-
ful event.

“The community has such a

yravelers Qé%&@e%
while supplies {ast.

Book a preferred cruise or tour through AAA Travel now and receive a $50 trav-
elers check FREE'! Spend it on snorkeling gear. The perfect bikini. Some cool
new shades. Your AAA Travel expert can have you strolling the beach, putting

AAA TraveifCanton
2017 N. Canton Center
" Call 734-844-0146

for par, or cutting the waves in no time.

7-day 8-day
Walt Disney Rome/Venice &
World/Cruise More italian
Springtime Magic Holiday

899"

kids fr. *499°

735"

And with AAA Travel, you'll enjoy
extras you won't find anywhere else, like

car rental and cruise cabin upgrades,

. . N [} -
shipboard credits, exclusive savings on
hotels, attractions and more! For reser-
vations or more information, contact

AAA Travel, call 1-800-AAA-MICH,

Weekdays
8:30 am - 5:30 pm
Thursdays until 7:00 pm

or visit our Web site.

* $50 travelers check certificate awarded with $2,500 minimum tour/cruise purchase starting February 19, 2001,
for travet completed by June 30, 2001, Rates are per person, alr extra, and geod on selected travel dates.
AAA Travel reserves the right to discontinue this offer at any time without notice. Other restrictions apply.
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If you Isve or work in Plymouth Canton Northvulle or Novi,

it’s as close as your own backyard

Prestlge Asset

Management
'ccount

with rates as hlgh as

"ath

Comlenltf

=% Federal

'-»CRED,IT UNION

AT YOUR SERVICE.
IN YOUR COMMUNITY.

Anmwmxry Call or Stop In Today!

(734) 453-1200
(877) YES- CECU

937-2

Plymouth
SO%)né Harvey

. Canton ¢
6355 N. Canton Center Rd.

Northville
400 E. Mam St.

www.cfcu.org

*Rates as of 3/7/01 and subject to change without notice. The 5.61% APY applies to Prestige Asset Managcment Account with balances of
$50,000+. Other accounts available: Asset Managcme|nt Account -4.83% AP‘Y for balances of $20,000 or more and Money Market Account 2.58% APY

for balances beginning at $5,000, If the minimum b
restricted access or the rec!assxﬁcahon of the account.

N

is not maintai

d, the account will not earn dividends. Low balances may res dtin

large sense of giving and it’s
such a young, growing upbeat

community,” she said.

Last year, the American Can-
cer Society Relay for Life held in

.Canton raised more than

$94,500 and brought more than
800 people to Heritage Park.
This money is used to.fund can-
cer research and local education
and community outreach pro-
grams.

“The Canton area has shown
tremendous enthusiasm for this
event the past two years and we
are looking forward to another
great relay this year, said

Donut shop reports theft

Canton police were called to
the Tim Horton’s at 41276 Ford
Road when the restaurant’s dis-
trict manager reported a larce-
ny.

The manager said the shift
supervisor who worked on Feb.

{ Ford Rd 1Mile W_of |-275  881-1900
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elay for Life kickoff rally set for Monday

Partin. “Relay for Life is a ‘com-
munity hug’ from the American
Cancer Society and provides
awareness for the many pro-
grams and services we offer
throughout the greater area. It
iets people know that we are
here to provide hope, progress
and answers in the fight against
cancer.”

Kicking off the relay will be a .

victory lap around the track for

cancer survivors. As the sun

goes down, luminaries line the

- track in remembrance of those

touched by cancer and to remind
participants of the incredible
importance of their contribution.

At dusk, participants will
enjoy a concert by The Secrets,
followed by a movie after dark.

“We are going to have one big
party,” said Zevalkink.

As the American Cancer Soci-

B COP CALLS

23 took two bank deposit bags
containing $3,900, and was sup-
posed to deposit them the follow-
ing morning.

He reported the deposit was
never made.

The émployee was supposed to
work the following Tuesday and
Wednesday, but did not show up
or call either day.

Another shift supervisor told
police the suspect had been fired
from a Madison Heights fast-
food restaurant “for doing the
same thing.” Police are still
investigating the complaint.

- Overdose emergency

Police were called early Friday
morning to a Canton residence
by a grandmother who reported
her grandson s friend needed
help. -

When police arrived, they
founda 26-year-old Plymouth

 man, »nude on the bathroom

mend a 26-year-old Can-

\ton b1 chemlst said the two had
bought one-quarter gram of mor- '

ety’s national signature event,

Relay for life is the most success-.
ful not-for-profit event in the-

country, with more than 20

events in metro Detroit alone,:
raising ‘more than $169 million

last year nationwide. The money:

funds programs and research,

providing hope for the future,
progress toward a cure and
answers to cancer questlons and
concerns.

The informational meeting 1s‘ :

open to anyone who is mterested
in participating or learning more

about the 24-hour relay. Event.

coordinators are also seeking

cancer survivors to participate in
the Saturday morning victory:

lap. For more information, con-

tact Debbie Zevalkink at (734) ;

394-5185

it to his grandmother’s hduse,}
where they snorted the drug. -

At about 6:30 a.m., the Canton

man awoke to find the victim

wasn’t breathing. He took his.

friend into the bathroom to try
to revive him.

The Canton man would not
tell police who sold them the
morphine.

*

Semi-trailer larceny

On Feb. 28, AD Transporf
Express, 5601 Belleville Road,
reported a semi-trailer had been

stolen from its parking lot dur»’

ing the day.

The man who reported the
theft said the empty, $16,000
trailer had been leased from a a
South Bend, Ind. leasing compa-

ny.

Tool theft

A South Lilley Road busmess
reported $4,500 worth of tools
had been s‘colen from a locked
truck.

The theft occurred between
Feb. 26 and March 2. The truck
was parked-in & fenced yard, and
the truck’s lock had been broken.

Police have no suspects.

phine at a party, and had teken

w

Taylor.” For a detailed map, res-

‘idents can access the district’s
web site, www.pces:k12.mi.us,
or stop by any of the dlstrlct’
public schools.

The map of the redistricting of
Plymouth-Canton elementary
schools that appeared in the
March 1 edition of the Observer
should have indicated the road
marked as “Lilley” as “Morton
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Salem cheerleaders win nationa

The 2000-2001 Plymouth Salem
Varsity Co-ed Cheer Team squad
finished eighth in the country at
the 2001 National High School
Cheerleading Championship held
at Disney World in Orlando, Fla.
Feb. 10.

The eighth-place finish is
Salem’s highest in the nine years of
participation in the competition.

The varsity co-ed team qualified
for the national competition by
winning the Wolverine Regional at
the University of Michigan in
December. The squad further pre-
pared for the national competition
by taking First Place at the Mall of
America in Minneapolis in Jan-
uary.

Meanwhile, in the Co-ed Partner
Stunt Competition, Pat Johnson

and Harmony Howard finished in

the sixth spot.

In the All Girl “Four” Stunt Com-
petition, Megan Perrin, Amy
Tremonti, Ashleigh Klimek and
Rachel Hardy finished with 17th
place.

The competitors in the partner
stunting categories qualified by
being selected from nearly 100
entrants who submitted their rou-
tines on videotape in December.

Members of the squad are
Heather Burbo, Alisha Cieslak,
Rachelle Frusti, Stephanie
Gagleard, Gavin Gismondi,
Stephanie Hall, Rachel Hardy,
Harmony Howard, Pat Johnson,
Ashleigh Klimek, Dave Lake,
Nicole Marrone, Megan Perrin,
Brittin Pollack, Raven Ramsey,
Aaron Schneck, Kristen Scmiedel,
Justin Sondergaard, Anna Sowins-
ki, Jacqui Storey and Amy Tremon-
ti.

Five members of this year’s

B The eighth-place finish
at the National High
School Cheerleading
Championship in Orlando,
Fla. is Salem’s highest in
the nine years of partici-
pation in the competition.

squad have been offered positions
as staff at Universal Cheerleaders
Association, one of the main spon-
sors of the National High School
Cheerleading Championships.

Meanwhile, the 2000-2001 junior
varsity squad finished 12th in their
division at the Championships.
This is the JV squad’s highest fin-
ish in their five years of participa-
tion.

The junior varsity cheer team
qualified for the national competi-
tion by winning their division at U-
M in December. The squad further
prepared for the national competi-
tion by taking third place at the
Mall of America in Minneapolis in
January.

Members of the Junior Varsity
Squad are Natalie Beattie, Melissa
Deleo, Lydia Dobson, Meghan Eng-
land, Jenna Hilderley, Hillary
Kind, Kristen Koehler, Janine
Korovesis , Melissa Mestrovich,
Katie Morgan, Christin Nycek,
Kim Peterson, Lisa Stemmerman,
Danielle Teper, Ashley Travers and
Brandy Wanniger.

Getting ready: The 2000-2001 Plymouth Salem Varsity Coed Cheer Team squad rehearses in the Salem
gymnasium Feb. 7 for its national competition. Topping the formation are Brittin Pollack (from left)
Rachel Hardy, Nicole Marrone, Harmony Howard and Stephanie Hall.
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Yack speech ;..o

Showtime:
About 300
people
attended
the speech
and
multi-
media
presenta-
tion at
Summit

on the
Park.

Canton’s seen a sizable eco-
nomic growth too, said Yack. He
said a year ago, the township’s
State Equalized Value increased
by $190 million, and the commu-
nity has become attractive to
industrial and retail companies
alike.

. “The market here is mature
enough,” Yack said, “to justify
any major retailer to come to the
community.”

. Yack said major retailers such
as the soon-to-be-built Wal-Mart
confidently open their doors in
Canton, knowing they won’t
have to attract any customers
from outside the community in
order to succeed.

+ Yack said the success of “box
stores” in Canton has illustrated
a consumer trend that steers
away from malls and main
streets.

“Every community wants a
Main Street, but if you look
closely at Main streets, they've
had to remake themselves,” Yack
said. “If you look at most Main
streets, you see they've become
nothing more than entertain-
ment centers,” adding successful
cities have attracted restaurants
and entertainment to keep their
downtown areas vital.

Canton residents are realizing
their individual successes as the
average price of a resale home in
Canton rose to $210,000 last
year, and single family home
values appreciated 8 percent.

At the same time, he said,
Canton maintains a low, stable
tax rates, which he claims is
“one of the lowest in the state,”
and is this year lower than it
was in 1984.

Yaek credited Canton’s capa-

ble staff and hard-working vol-
unteer government, boards and
commissions for much of the
community’s success.

“We've been blessed with sta-
ble government,” he said. “As
you look to our east and as you
look to your north, you see a lot
of communities in shambles.”
Yack said Canton’s government
avoids internal bickering by com-
ing to a consensus before issues
are brought to the public.

Yack said the township’s
future goals include an emphasis
on “the culture of Canton,” which
will be helped along by the build-
ing of the new performing arts
center in Cherry Hill Village.

Recreation will also address
community wishes, and the
township is examining an out-
door aquatic center and commu-
nity walking paths.

Did you know?

B Rare stamps, hand-painted
figurines and old coins are three
‘of the most commonly collected
“items?

- M The Barbie doll debuted in

-stores on March 9, 1959? More

‘than 800 million dolls have been

.sold to date.

B Wine glasses should only be
‘filled between half and two-
“thirds full? You should leave
room to swirl the wine to release
*its full flavor and aroma.

' W You can freeze leftover wine
“in ice cube trays and store the
.cubes in freezer bags? Use the
" cubes in wine coolers or any dish
that cails for wine.

s sl e

Web watch

Check out these Web sites:
B www.learn2.com

B www.beliefnet.com

B www.short-stories.co.uk
B www.dailygrammar.com
B www.ironictimes.com

B www.hicitizen.com

Home theater

Check out these videos and
DVDs available from the library:

8 As Good as it Gets (DVD)

B Hollow Man

B Pi (DVD)

B 10 Things I Hate About You
(DVD)

B Walking the Dead

Q&A

Q: Who started the art of
toasting?

A: The practice of making a
toast originated in 17th century
England where pieces of spiced
toast were placed in a carafe of
wine or individual glass to
improve the taste. It was polite
to eat the toast so as not to
offend the host. The toast has
since been omitted and just the
wine consumed.

Source: 10,000 Food Facts

For teen readers

Here are some books for teens
and young adults:

B Do It Yourself Beauty by
Karen Bressler and Susan Red-
stone

B Voices: Poetry and Art from
Around the World by Barbara
Brenner

B Picture Frames in an After-
noon by Kaye Evans

B 7 was a Teenage Professional
Wrestler by Ted Lewin

B Jewel: Chasing Down the
Dawn by Jewel

Hot topic of the week

B Library re-opens! The Can-
ton Public Library has finished
its 22,000-square-foot expansion
project. It re-opened on Satur-
day, March 3. Come take a look
at the wonderful “new” library.
We're sure you will like what
you see.

@ the Canton Public Library is
compiled by Laura Dorogi of the
library staff. The library is at
1200 S. Canton Center. For more
information about library pro-
grams and services, call (734)
397-0999.

Event is tribute to CC grad

A priest who is also a Catholic
Central High School graduate,
will be honored with the school’s
Distinguished Alumnus Award.

Fr. Arthur Thomas Hathaway
will receive the Fr. Canning F.
Harrison Distinguished Alum-
nus Award on March 22 at the
Embassy Suites Hotel in Livo-
nia.

The award was established in
1990 and is given each year to
an alumnus or a Basilian who
has exemplified the philosophy
and mission of Catholic Central
High School — “Teach Me Good-
ness, Discipline and Knowledge.”

For more than 40 years, Fr.
Hathaway, more familiarly

known as Fr. Tunney, has devot-
ed his life to the Basilians and
Catholic Central High School.
After graduating from
Catholic Central in 1944, Fr.
Tunney furthered his education

at St. Michael’s in Toronto and

Assumption College in Windsor.
He then began teaching with the
Basilians, including in Detroit at
Catholic Central.

During his years at CC, Fr.
Tunney taught religion, history,
English, science and driver’s
training.

He also coached football, bas-
ketball, tennis and skiing.

After leaving Catholic Central
in 1967, Fr. Tunney continued

post-graduate work at the Uni-
versity of Detroit and taught at
Aguinas Institute in New York
and Assumption College in
Ontario, For the past 40 years,
he has engaged in pastorale
work throughout the Archdio-
cese of Detroit as well as in
Owen Sound, Ontario. For the
past 14 years, he has been a
chaplain at hospitals and senior
citizen homes where he did
counseling and rehabilitation
work.

For ticket information about
the event, call (313) 354-3368 or
e-mail pschulte@ catholiccentral.
net,
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manufacturer of
fine china, bas
joined with Quoizel
to bring you an
exquisite new line
of lighting products.

for the home.

Conve in 'tbd:iy

nd see the dazzling
se!ec.tion‘ ﬁom
Lenox Lighting

by Quoizel!
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ELECTRICAL : o)
37400 W. Seven Mile Road * Livonia, Mi 48152 « (734) 464-2211

Ny o2?

LIGHTING

»

do g ate s e e ey 0 h e e s ey 6 ¢ s o ]

s

TABLE LAMP

Ivory Fine China
with 24 Karat Gold Banding,
Burnished Brass Finish

CHANDELIER

Height: 33", Dia: 16”
Gilt Alabaster Shade

3351 00

Height 34", Dia: 31”
Gilt Alabaster Shade

WALL FIXTURE

www.broseelectrical.com

Height: 177, 8” Ext.
Gilt Alabaster Shade

Mon., Tues., Wed., Sat. 9:30-6:00
Thurs., Fri. 9:30-8:00
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Board of Trustees can approve it
next Tuesday. The project will
then go to the planning commis-
sion on March 19 for a site plan
recommendation and to the
township board on March 27 for
final approval.

In order to meet the filing
deadline for the planning com-
mission’s March 19 meeting, the
revised Grand Sakwa plans need-
ed to be turned in at noon today.

“This planning commission has
waited for this for a long time,”
Amann said of the township’s
desire for commercial develop-
ment at the site. “I can’t honestly
say that if we don’t hit these
deadlines that we’ll be back....If
theré’s such discomfort that
you’re willing to take that risk,
that’s okay.”

“I’'m not afraid of the project.
I'm not afraid of its size,” said
Commissioner Karl Zarbo.
“Lowe’s is not a bad neighbor.
You could do much worse. My
fear is not in doing it. It’s in
doing it wrong.”

Commissioner Melissa

McLaughlin echoed Zarbo’s state-
ment, saying, “It’s a big project,
an important project....You better
have your ducks in a row because

OV

ST. MARY MERC
HOSPITAL

I have a lot of concern when we
have a recommendation to table
this, I want it pressed and ironed
and steamed and hung on a
hanger.”

Amann argued the commis-
sion’s goal on Monday was sim-
ply to approve whether they
agree with the PDD concept. The
details would be worked out in
site plan review. ‘

“After tonight, the burden’s on
us,” Amann said. “If there’s a
failure, it’s going to be our fail-
ure.”

Nervous neighbors

Amann addressed citizen com-
ments from homeowners in the
Carriage Hills subdivision, which
abuts the northern portion of the
PDD and attempted to reassure
homeowners.

Amann said last year, he drove
through the neighborhood, col-
lecting addresses of every nearby
home. He then sent four letters
to the homeowners, informing
them of Grand Sakwa’s plans,

He then met with some 30
homeowners last June, listening
to their concerns about the devel-
opment, which included noise,
flooding, visual impact and traf-

Y v
//Livonia family BRMCA

Present the

Fun Run Entry Fee...$18

All runners registered on or before March 6th are guaranteed to receive
a long-sleeved T-shirt. All runners receive BREAKFAST.. .all the
pancakes you can eat along with sausages, juice and coffee.

) Registration: 7:30-9:15 a.m. at Frost Middle School
14041 Stark Road, Next to the Livonia Family YMCA

Start Times: Al runs start and finish at the Livonia Family YMCA
1 Mile Run...9:30a.m. ¢ 3 Mile Run...8:30a.m. « 5 Mile Run...8:15a.m.

For a registration form or for more info call
(734) 261-2161 ext. 3314

or email: livoniaymca@ymeametrodetroit.org  Attn: St. Pat's Run

fic.

“There’s no question we under-

stand the sensitivity of this
area,” said Amann, who was also
involved in the new Farmer Jack
on Canton Center and Cherry
Hill, which is adjacent to homes
valued up to $500,000.
- Amann said Grand Sakwa will
do everything the Michigan
Department of Transportation
Department allows to address
traffic concerns, and will pay for
road improvements and traffic
signals, if allowed.

The plan also
screened delivery truck wells, the
absence of exterior trash bins,
and 50 feet of undisturbed trees
and vegetation between the
development and Carriage Hills.

Voting to recommend PDD
approval Monday were McLaugh-
lin, Zarbo, Catherine Johnson
and Vie Gustafson. Voting no
were Robert Wade, Sue Dodson
and Ron Lieberman,

Wade stated he was not
opposed to the plan itself, but
was more concerned about the
rushed timeline. Lieberman stat-
ed he did not agree that regional
commercial use fits in with the
neighborhood’s character.

includes -

Figure skaters take to ice °

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF
tbruscato@oe. homecomm,net

For the first time, figure skaters
from Plymouth-Canton Education-
al Park competed in the Michigan
High School Figure Skating
Championships, held last Satur-
day at the Birmingham Ice Arena.

The P-CEP Figure Skating
Team, which officially became an
affiliate of the school district Jan.
30, completed its first year of com-
petition with its participation in
the state championships.

“Until we became affiliated with
the school district, there was no
way our kids could skate and rep-
resent their school,” said Ellen
Kolarik, who along with a handful
of parents spearheaded a two-year
effort to get figure skating
approved as a high school sport in
the Plymouth-Canton school dis-
trict. “Some skaters spend years
practicing 2-3 hours a day, but
when they get to high school
there’s no team for them to skate
on and represent their school.”

Skater Brandi Reed, a senior at
Salem High School, was runner-up
in Senior Freestyle in the
statewide championships. Senior
Freestyle is the highest level a
freestyle skater can achieve, and is

Vandalism Spree som o :

B HIGH SCHOOL

the 1level nationally-ranked
skaters, like Michelle Kwan, com-
pete. -

Reed said she’s happy in finally
being able to skate for her high
school team.

“Many times the skaters had to
join other sports in order to partic-

-ipate for their school and get a let-

ter,” said Reed. “Some of us didn’t
want to give up skating to do that.
Now, we have the opportunity to
gkate for our school and be recog-
nized.” .

Unlike traditional sports of foot-
ball, baseball and soccer, figure
skaters don’t practice as a team.
Instead, Kolarik said each skater
has his own individual coach, and
brings their skating skills to the
five meets during the year.
Skaters are assigned various skat-
ing maneuvers within a category,
and the team receives a combined
score based on how well each
member performs. Skating teams
and individuals can then qualify
for the state competition.

Kolarik said the P-CEP Figure
Skating Team did not qualify as a
group for state competition. How-
ever, five of the 13 team members

competed in Birmingham. They .,
included Reed, Christin Nycek and | -
Renae Kolarik, all of Canton; and.”
Michelle 'Manery and Amy .
Caudill, both of Plymouth. -

Currently, there are 23 high °
school figure skating teams in. .
Michigan that compete in three .
districts. The P-CEP Figure Skat- "
ing Team is part of the Western
District, which includes teams. .
from Northville; Novi, Farming-
ton/North Farmington, Divine -
Child, Mercy, Ladywood and Ann' .
Arbor Huron. ,

Kolarik said she expects the P-
CEP team to increase in numbers .
next year. . o

Our numbers this year were .
affected by short notice to '
skaters,” said Kolarik. “Some '
skaters felt they couldn’t be ready”
to compete this season, and others-™
had already committed to other * -
activities.”

The Plymouth-Canton school ™
district became an affiliate of the '
United States Figure Skating -
Association in order for the P-CEP"™
Skating Team to compete. The
team is funded by participants, -
and doesn’t receive any funds from
the schoo! district. The cost fo join-
the high school team is approxi- -

mately $200 per season. .

stuff.”

At Fox Creek, a pickup truck
was driven into a pond, a sprin-
kler control box was smashed
with a golf cart and turf was torn
up, among other damage.

In June at Whispering Wil-
lows, trees were knocked out of
the ground, flagpoles were dam-
aged, portable toilets were
tipped over and a fence was run
over by a golf cart, which was
found partially submerged in a
creek.

“It shows, in my mind, a
tremendous lack of respect for
the property of other people,”
Reinke said.

Break-ins and vandalism took
place also at several construction
sites, including Millennium Park
on Middlebelt and Victor Corpo-
rate Park on Victor Parkway,
MeDermott said.

Police on Monday displayed
photographs of allegedly stolen
and vandalized goods, some
taken as evidence photos and
others, including some of night-

time joy rides in heavy machin-
ery, taken by someone acquaint-
ed with the suspects.

In one photo, a piece of equip-
ment is taken through an
impromptu car wash — the spray
from a fire hydrant it had
smashed into, police said.

“They were really brazen,”
McDermott said.

One of the suspects allegedly
stole a front-end loader, during
daylight hours, from Commerce
Township and parked it behind
his brother’s house in Canton,
MeceDermott said.

Another joy ride nearly turned
tragic when one of the suspects
was almost decapitated by a
bulldozer, he said.

Some of the stolen equipment
and tools have been recovered,
but not all, police said. '

The suspects face a range of
charges, including malicious
destruction of property, breaking
and entering, receiving and con-
cealing stolen property and vehi-
cle theft.

Charged Monday were George. =
D. Dimovski, 18, Brent M. Hoye,"
20, Brett J. Redington, 18, Eric
Eickhoff, 20, Charles T. Kaier, -
21, all of Livonia and Steven M.
Holden, 18, of Commerce Town-
ship. Also charged were Erin -
Pravoto, 20, of Farmington Hills"
and Brian T. Williams, 22, of .
Garden City.

Judge Kathleen McCann -
entered not-guilty pleas for the
suspects. Approached after the '
arraignments, several refused to -
answer reporters’ questions.

A ninth suspect, though’™
informed of the pending charges;
is vacationing in Cancun and .
will be charged later, police said. |

Seven of the eight suspects;
arraigned Monday posted bonds; -
Dimovski is in a Wayne County .
juvenile facility on an unrelated
matter. B : -

McCann scheduled a prelimi- -
nary hearing for Tuesday, May.”

.

A.R. Kramer Celebrates their
and a Spectacul

- Join in the celebration and take-advantage of special'savings on carpeting,

ceramic tile, wood, area rugs and vinyl flooring at both stores, plus be sure to register
for your chance to win one of SEVEN EANTASTIC GRAND PRIZES during the
A.R. KRAMER 75™ ANNIVERSARY SALE going on now through March 10th.

Prizeit1

59" x 95" 100% Wool Area Rug by KARASTAN

Grand
Prize#2

Up to $500 in

Carpet made of ANSO BRAND NYLON*

*excluding pad and labor

Grand
Prize#3

75 Yards of Carpet from MOHAWK®*

*exchiding pad and labor

Grand
Prizeit4

*excluding pad and labor

75 Feet of Carpet from SHAW INDUSTRIES*

Grand
Prize#s

75 Feot of DESIGNER ARMSTRONG SOLARIAN*

*excluding sub floor & installation

Grand
Prizeité

200 Sq. Ft. INTER-CERAMIC TILE from FLOORSTAR*

*excluding installation and grout

\

42170 Ford Road, Canton, Mi (East of Lilley)

Mon., Thurs., Fri. 9:30-9; Tues., Wed., Sat. 9:30-5:30; Sun. 12-5

LA

YN

Grand
Prize#7

150 Sq. Ft. of BRUCE NATURAL REFLECTIONS*

*excluding sub floor and installation g

as a Legend in Flooring

AR Kiumer

DUPONT FLOORING CENTER

AR

Drawing to be held Saturday, March 1 Oth at 2 p.m. Winners need not be preseni’ﬁto wm

it's the Biggest Celebration in Kramer History. Register Now at eithef"’Siore!

ne/ [
FINE FLOOR COVERINGS smézsz‘sf*
15986 Middlebelt Road, Livonia, Mi (between 5 & 6 Mile)

- (734)5225300

Mon., Thurs., Fri. 9:30-9; Tues., Wed., Sat. 9:30-5:30
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OBITUARIES

GERARD (JERRY) A. POLI

Services for Jerry Poli, 56, of
Canton, were held March 4 at
McCabe Funeral Home Canton
Chapel with the Rev. Robert
Schultz of St. Michael Lutheran
Church, officiating.

Mr. Poli was born Aug. 13,
1944 in Detroit and died March 2
in Southfield. He was a field
engineer.

Suarvivors include his wife,
Terry; sons, Alexander and Jere-
my; father, Brunoc Poli; brothers,
Donald (Sandy) and Robert
(Ann); and sister, Kathleen.

Memorial contributions may be
made to Cystic Fibrosis & Cere-

bral Palsy foundations.

Arrangements made by
McCabe Funeral Homes Canton
Chapel.

PHYLLIS G. LESAR

Services for Phyllis G. Lesar, 74,
of Canton Township were held
March 5 at The Schrader-Howell
Funeral Home with the Rev. Tom
Hunter officiating. Burial was at
United Memorial Gardens in
Superior Township.

Mrs. Lesar was born March 31
1926 in London, Ontario, Canada
and died March 1 in Livonia.
She was raised in Windsor,
Ontario and moved to the south-
eastern Michigan in 1976, Living
in Detroit, Dearborn Heights and
then Canton. She worked for a
pharmaceutical company in
Windsor. During World War II,
she worked alongside her mother
wrapping pistons. She was a
member of Calvary Baptist
Church.

She met her husband, Enoch,
in 1948 at a church picnic. They
married that year.

Before her illness, they enjoyed
traveling. She enjoyed garden-
ing and reading as well.

Survivors include husband,
Enoch Lesar of Canton; sons, E.
Aaron (Leslee) Lesar of Rosevﬂle,
and Mark A. Lesar of Canton;
grandchildren, Jennifer (Steve)
Dyke, Sarah Lesar, David Lesar,
and Jonathon Lesar; and broth-
er, William (Wilma) Toole of Ten-
nessee.

Memorial contributions may be
made to the Alzheimer’s Disease
Association or The Arthritis
Foundation.

Arrangements made by the
Schrader-Howell Funeral Home.

ELIZABETH CATHERINE RESCH
Services for Elizabeth Catherine
Resch, 84, of Plymouth, were
held March 5 at The Schrader-
Howell Funeral Home with the
Rev. Joseph Mallia officiating.
Burial was at St. Hedwig Ceme-
tery in Dearborn Heights.

Mrs. Resch was born May 20,
1916 in Cleveland and died
March 2 in Plymouth. She was a
homemaker. She was raised in
Cleveland.

Mrs. Resch was a member of
St. Kenneth Catholic Church in
Plymouth. She was married for
55 years to William J. Resch.
They wintered in Venice, Fla.,
where they enjoyed gelfing,
swimming, and walking on the
beach. Her special interest was
home design and decorating.

Survivors include her husband;
sons, Robert . (Janet) Resch of

Ypsilanti, and William J. (Mary).

Resch of Madison Heights;
grandchildren, Jeff (Linda) Resch
of Madison Heights, and Eric
(Marlene) Resch of Madison
Heights; great grandchildren,
Max Jeffrey Resch, and Chloe
Resch; sisters, Jean Shafts of
:Qleveland and Peg Horrigan of
. St, Marys, Ga.

‘Arrangements made by the
Schrader-Howell Funeral Home.

CYNTHIA MARIE MURDIE
Services for Cynthia Marie Mur-
die, 31, of Canton, were held
‘March 3 at St. John Neumann
Catholic Church with the Rev.
Andy Webster officiating.
Cynthia was born June 25,
1969 in Detroit and died Feb. 28
in Canton. She was a homemak-
er.

"Survivors include her husband,
Gregg; son, Brendan; mother and
father, Dolores and Edward
Czerniak; brothers, Steven Czer-
niak and Jim Czerniak; mother
and father-in-law, Robert and
Joyce Murdie; and sister-in-law,
Chris Murdie. A daughter, Ash-
ley, died shortly after birth.

Memorial contributions may be
made to The Brendan Murdie
Trust Fund.

- Arrangements made by Neely-
Turowski Funeral Home in Can-
ton.

DWAIN PARK

- Services for Dwain Park, 60, of
Whitmore Lake (formerly of Can-
ton), were held March 5 at the
First Baptist Church of Ply-
mouth with the Rev. Richard J.

Alberta and the Rev. Michael

Bryan officiating. Burial was at
Riverside Cemetery in Plymouth:

-Mr. Park was born Dec. 8, 1940
in Detroit and died Feb. 28 in
Superior Township. He lived in
Whitmore Lake for six years. He

was a graduate of Livonia Bent--

ley High School.- He enjoyed
NASCAR racing, and he, himself,
raced at the Flat Rock Speedway.
He was a member of Cornerstone
Evangelical Presbyterian
Church, where he was very
active in music ministries, play-

ing piano and vocal music. He
retired in 1998 after 31 years at

Ford Motor Co.-Sheldon Road .

Plant, where he had worked as a
supervisor.

He was preceded in death by
his father, Maurice Park.

Survivors include his wife, |

Claudia Park of Whitmore Lake;
daughter, DeAnna Park of Ham-
tramck; son, Michael (Becky)
Park of Taylor; mother, Ruth
Henning of Plymouth; sister,
Marilyn (Bob) Bonga of Ply-
mouth; brothers, Mike (Susan)
Park of East Lansing and Her-
bert (Diane) Park of Pinckney;
mother-in-law, Frankie Cox of
Plymouth; and pet Yorkie (Max).
Memorials may be made to
Cornerstone Evangelical Presby-

terian Church, Children’s Music
Ministry, 9455 Hilton, Brighton,
MI. 48116 or First Baptist
Church of Plymouth, Children’s
Music Ministry, 45000 North
Territorial, Plymouth, MI. 48170.

Arrangements made by Ver-
meulen Funeral Home.

WILLIAM C. SPOUTZ

Services for William C. Spoutz,
71, of Canton, were held March 7
at St. John Neumann Catholic
Church. Burial was at Holy
Sepulchre Cemetery in South-
field.

Mr. Spoutz was born July 2,
1929 in Detroit and died March 3
in Canton. He was a meat cut-
ter.

He was preceded in death by
his wife, Nancy.

Survivors include daughters,
Lynn (Dennis) Brown, Leslie
(Charles) Stanford, Loretta, and
Marie (Mark) Meyers; sons,
Brian (Jennifer) and Richard
(Melinda).

Arrangements made by L.dJ.
Griffin Funeral Home.

DONNA K. CHARTIER
Services for Donna K. Chartier,
78, of Canton, were held March 7
at St. Thomas a’Becket Catholic
Church with burial at Mt.
gﬁrmel Cemietery in Cadillac,
She was born Oct, 5, 1922 in
Cadillac and died March 3 in
Canton. She was a registered
nurse.
She was preceded in death by

Survivors include daughter,
Denise L. (Ronald) Bobola.

Arrangements made by L.J.
Griffin Funeral Home.

ANN LAIR

Services for Ann Lair, 82, of
Plymouth, were held at the Ver-
meulen Funeral Home with the
Rev. John Bishop officiating.
Burial was at Glen Eden Memo-
rial Park in Livonia.

Mrs. Lair was born Nov. 4,
1918 in Whlerm. Pa. and died
March 2 in Plymouth. She was
an accountant.

She was preceded in death by
her husband, Garlin Lair; moth-
er, Mary Holod, father, Peter
Holod; and sister, Catherine
(Ke1th) Martin., :

Survivors mclude daughter

Sharon (Douglas) Eidndge of
Plymouth; sisters, Margaret '
(Richard) Smith of Sterling

Heights, and Helen Eades of

Novi; brother, James (Beverly) -
Holod of Livonia; grandson, Dou-
glas (Patty) Eldridge; grand-

daughters, Elizabeth Ann (Bart)

McLean, and Julia Lynn (Gary)
Wind; great granddaughter,:

Heather Ann Eldridge; great.:

grandsons, Douglas John"
Eldridge, Brandon Gregory Koch,
Blake Douglas Mclean, Bradley
Alexander McLean, and Garin
Joseph Wind. :
Memorials may be made t0»
Angela Hospice, 14100 Newburg
Rd., Livonia, MI. 48154-5010.
Arrangements made by Ver-:
meulen Funeral Home. )

her husband, Clinton.
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- friday, march 9 and saturday march 10

power sho
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ladles and petttes

40% off

Selected famous maker better
sweaters. Reg. 40.00-48.00.
sale 24.00-28.80. i Lapies' SPORTSWEAR.

50% off

Large setection of related
separates from lvy and John Paut
Richards. Reg. 28.00-78.00,

sate.16.80-46.80. iN LADIES SPORTSWEAR.,
SELECTION MAY VARY BY STORE.

sale 19.99

Relativity two-button polo sweater.

Reg. 34.00. N LADIES' SPORTSWEAR.
SELECTION MAY VARY BY STORE,

sale 11.99

Selected Parisian Works t-shirts
for petites. Req. 20.00. in perves.

accessories

407 off

Parisian Works cubic zirconia
earrings and pendant. Reg. 15.00,
sale 9.00. v accessoRriEs.

407 off

Large selection of leather ’
handbags from Rolf's. Reg. 100.00.
sale 60.00. i accessories.

red balloon CL

50% Oﬂ: plus

additional 10% off
Entire stock of sterling silver.
Reg. 20.00-300.00, sale 10.00-

150.00, now $.00-135.00.
IN ACCESSORIES.

shoes

407 off

Large selection of women'’s casual
shoes from Easy Spirit, Clarks,
Zante, Aerosoles and Keds.

Reg. 40.00-80.00, sale 24.00-48.00.

1N WOMEN'S SHOES.
*

50% off

Large selection of spring and
sunimer sandals from Unisa.
Reg. 68.00, sale 34.00. v woMeN'S sHOES.

0,
407 off
Large selection of children’s shoes
from Parisian Kids, Keds, Esprit
and more. Reg. 30.00-460.0C,
sale 18,00-36.00. iy CHILDREN'S SHOES.

407 off

Selected men’s dress and casual
shoes from Bass, Timberland and
Bostonian. Reg. 79.00-100.00.
sale 47.40-60.00. N MEN'S SHoEs.

SARANC

going on now

takean, 0
“extra 60"

selected red-lined merchandise already reduce

]UI'IIOI'S‘

sale 16.99

Large selection of solid and print
capri pants. Reg. 28.00. i junios.

men

407 off

Selected Bill Blass men's suits in a
variety of styles and fabrics.

Reg. 475.00, sale 285.00. N ven's.
SELECTION MAY VARY BY STORE,

407 off

Hathaway dress shirts.

: Reg:39,50-45.00, 56&9 23.70-27.00.
'INMEN'S. SELECTION MAY VARY BY STORE.

50% off

Preswick & Moore soid twnll
short-sleeve sportshirts. Reg.
34.00, sale 17.00. inmen's.

sale 29.99

Famous maker microfiber slacks.
Reg. 65.00. m mens.

407 off

Famous maker twilt cargo shorts.
Reg. 34.00, sale 20.40. mwens,

[ 1]

total savings of 75-80%

‘when you use your 207 off coupon

akeen 15" off

any single sale item

*or take an extra 10% off fine jewelry,
shoes. men’s suits and sport coals,
cookware; and small electrics
valid friday, march 9
and safurday. march 10

T

ni—u---unuu—--———-ﬁ-——-\

0
take an 1 5/) !
extra Oﬁ
any single sale item

"or-take an extra 10% off - fine jewetry.
shoes. men’s suits and sport coats,
cookware, and small electries
vatid friday, march 9
and saturday, march 10

\ O —

et

0
take an 2./)
extra Oﬁ:

any single
clearance item

valid friday, march 9
and saturday, march 10

pping

two days only

children

407 off

Woven tops in girls’ sizes 7-16 and
boys’ sizes 2-20. Reg. 18.00-24.00,
sale 10.80-14.40. N cHILOREN'S.

sale 19.99

Denim and twill bottoms: in boys’
sizes 4-20. Reg. 34.00-36, 00

ifts
407 off

Great assortment of garden gifts
from livingouariers.

Reg. 10.00-90.00:salé : 00-54 00.°
IN GIFTS. -

509 off

Entire stock of livingauarters
frames. Reg. 20,00-30.00,
sale 10.00-15.00. wsiFrs.

------um--ﬂ--\

ke on 2 () off

any single
clearance item

valid friday. march 9
and saturday. march 10
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¢ BY TONY BRUSCATO

! STAFF WRITER

; tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net

£

;. It appears a column in the P-
» CEP Perspective about Black
. History Month isn’t the only act
: perceived as racism by parents
< and students of the Plymouth-
Canton school district.

While Monday’s meeting of
school district officials with
approximately 150 mostly
African-American students and
parents centered on the editori-
al written by Salem High School
senior Chris Mackinder, stu-
dents and parents say there are
other incidents of racial dis-
crimination at Plymouth-Can-
ton Educational Park.

“There was a paper under my
desk with my name on it. I
thought it was from a friend,
because we always pass notes,”
said Nina Ewing, 16, of Canton.
“I opened it up and it said ‘The
KKK should kill all n-----g’ ...
and that we ‘shouldn’t have
been allowed to come to Ameri-
ca.

“How do you respond to some-
thing like that? I gave it to my
teacher, but she threw it away.
I felt upset because it was a
serious matter and should have
been given to the principal. In
the halls we hear people calling
us ‘n----r,” and telling us we
shouldn’t be allowed to come to
this school.

“When we stand in a group,
one of the security guards tell
us to get to class,” she said.
“But, she doesn’t do it to the
group of Caucasian students.”

Nina’s mother, Vicky Ewing,
said at first she didn’t believe
the stories her daughter was
telling.

“But when the editorial came
out in the newspaper, I knew
then she wasn’t lying,” Vicky
Bwing said. “You have students
who won’t even tell what’s hap-
pening to them because they
know the administration isn’t
going to do anything.” ’

Salem Principal Gerald
Ostoin suggests students who
feel they are being discriminat-

EStudents: Racial incidents
are a fact of life at P-CEP

“We need to somehow clear
the air with the perceptions we
have of each other,” said Ostoin.
“The security people we have
here are diligent, hard working
people. Kids are relatively safe
here.”

“When we stand in the hall-
way, they (security) think we’re
up to something,” added Deonna
Sturges, a Salem ninth grader
who lives in Canton. “We just
want to talk to our friends. I
don’t feel that I'm safe at
school.”

Superintendent Kathleen
Booher said she hasn’t had
many complaints of racism
reach her office.

“I haven’t been in situations
where I’ve encountered that,
but I certainly believe it hap-
pens in the schools,” she said.
“The district is always financial-
ly challenged, but we must rec-
ognize this is a priority for our
young people and we need to
support it. We must develop a
positive plan on how we're going
to work on issues of diversity in

7237 N. Canton Center Road at Warren (in Westbrook Plaza)

“At first, I was completely ed against talk with security this school district.”
speechless,” added Ewing. guards.
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An apology by Mackinder
appeased some.

“I just want to say from the
bottom of my heart ... I wasn’t
trying to be racist,” Mackinder

told the group. “I am deeply

sympathetic to your feelings,
and by no means is this what I
intended by writing this article.
Looking back, I see how I could
have worded it differently.
Nothing in the article was
meant to be offensive.”

Promises from Booher that the
district would work with parents
and students about problems
concerning diversity in the dis-
trict were also welcomed by
most of the gathering.

“Problem solving is what must
come out of this work together,”
said Booher. “We must build a
future that has the characteris-
ties that lead together in vision.”

While many in the group wel-
comed the chance to work on
committees designed to make
changes, they were frustrated at
having a six-hour meeting Fri-
day and another three-hour ses-
sion Monday with no answers.

“We have a right, and they
have an obligation, to give us
answers because our kids are
afraid,” said Geraldine Ford-
Brown of Plymouth Township,
who has a daughter at Salem.
“What’s the harm in telling us
what’s going to happen to the
teacher and the young man?”

Booher cited the federal Fami-
ly Education Rights and Privacy
Act, as well as the contract with
the Plymouth-Canton Education
Association, as reasons for not
discussing discipline.

“I will not discuss the stu-
dent’s discipline, which is the

N ‘We must build a
future that has the
characteristics that
lead together in
vision.’

—Kathleen Booher,

Plymouth-Canton superintendent

same privilege you would have
under federal law,” said Booher.
“The teacher did receive disci-
plinary action. But, because the
teachers in this district have a
master contract agreement,
employees have a right to the
privacy of the content of their
discipline. We are sharing
responsibility for correcting
what we may have misjudged in
an effort to move forward.”

Nagy reportedly will help put
together the next issue of the
Perspective, but will not handle
her regular teaching duties for
the time being. Booher would
not comment on any possible
disciplinary action Mackinder
might face. ’

In the end, many parents
signed up for the committees to
help combat several key issues.
They include a district-wide ini-
tiative for diversity training;
recruitment and staffing of
African-Americans; a K-12 histo-
ry and language arts curriculum
review; parent patrol in the
schools; and programming for
Black History Month and the
Martin Luther King holiday.

“The committees are definite-
ly needed,” said “I think diver-

CAMPUS NOTES

PCEA leader and teacher at'’

sity training on a regular basis .,
is needed, and should be
required for all students. I'm ,
not just talking for Black Ameri-
cans, but all nationalities,
because Canton is a diverse’
community.” e

“The teacher’s union has been
lobbying for years for diversity-
training for our staff, but our °
requests have fallen on deaf”
ears,” said Mike Chiumento, a':

West Middle School. “I think it
shouldn’t only be one day a year' "
on Martin Luther King Day, but -
incorporated into our curricu-*’
lum. I would hope it would be at-
all levels, not just Black, but:
Hispanic, Asian and the invisi-
ble minority of gay and lesbian'-
kids.” K
Florence Washington said:’
she’s been begging the school ™
district and the teachers associa- "~
tion to recognize Martin Luther’
King’s birthday. S
“People have questions, and
we need to learn from this to " -
prevent this type of thing from*:
happening again,” she said. “It’s’
time to wake up and work with
the kids, adults, staff, manage-"
ment and teachers.” e
Salem Principal Gerald Ostoin’
said a special edition of the P--
CEP Perspective will be printed-
next week. '
“Students will be allowed to’

submit their editorials to the

£i

paper,” he told parents and stu-
dents. “There will be a look at-
Black History Month and why * "
we have it, and the issues relat-" -
ing to Black History Month.” @
There will also be an apology*
from the adviser (Nagy) and the
student (Mackinder).” S

The following students were
included on the dean’s list for
the fall semester of the 2000-
2001 academic year at Western
Michigan University.

Students from Plymouth are:
Brandon T. Anulewicz, Vanessa
R. Bodnar, Christopher Breest,
Marcie L. Emerick, Kelli G.
Emmett, Andrew S. Freels, Eliz-
abeth Erin Fry, Julie Godfrey,
Rebecca A. Herr, Aimee J.
Jachym, Lauren E. Kallie, Erin
S. Kenzie, Katherine E. Law,
James J. Middlemiss, Stephanie
A. Mullen, Gina R. Neubauer,
Kristine A, Pagan, Robert B.

OF

Parent, Bree A. Pastalaniec,
Aaron A. Pawlowski, Denise
Elizabeth Philips, Andrew J.
Powers, Sarah, Pratt, Kimberly
Reynolds, Michelle D. Russell,
Alicia M. Samfilippo, Laura E.
Stewart, Kate M. Szubeczak,
Susanne Thomson, Tracey L.
Vukovich and Jennifer Williams.

Students from Canton are:
Elizabeth A. Bahrou, Jason A.
Bennett, Brendan E. Bernacki,
Stephanie Butterfield, Christoph
B. Curry, Joseph D. Djavairian,
Angela Drabicki, Michael J.
Foust, Matthew S. Heiss, Carla
A. Howe, Dustin Ryan Hudgins,

10K & 14K GOLD JEWELRY MUST G

. Molly C. Lyland, Leah Nz:

Inman, Shaun J. Kahanec, Lisd 2
L. Larew, Amber K. Law, Angela
R. Lebbon, Angela Wing-Chee
Lim, Kristin Lukasik, Michael
P. Morton, Molly N. Noonan, -
Julie M. Ormond, Kelly S. Park-.
er, Melissa Pavy, Philip D. Ross,
Michael J. Rourk, Jason A, Rut-
ter, Scott B. Sandusky, Kelley L.
See, Christopher James Simp-
son, Lindsay Smith, Joel L. .
Vidovie and Robert Zdrodowski. -
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It’s no April Fool’s joke: Come
April 1, the “bubble” will burst
for customers of one of Michi-
gan’s largest natural-gas suppli-
ers.
~Consumers Energy’s three-
year voluntary price-freeze —
begun at a time when the coun-
try was enjoying a natural gas
glut (called a “gas bubble” in the
industry) — is to expire.

-And, with natural gas now in

he acknowledged. _

Incidentally, he noted, Con-
sumers will have lost $45 million
as of this year, as well as thou-
sands of customers.

The problem, he said, is that
government kept prices low 20
years ago, discouraging explo-
ration and drilling. This past

‘November and December — cold-

est in Michigan in 40 years ~
didn’t help.

The industry is now deregulat-
ed, allowing for supply and
demand to reassert themselves

and establish prices, he said.

But with deregulation, it’s pos-
sible that gas-users will get sup-
pertime telephone calls from
Consumers’ competitors, offering
them deals, English said. How-
ever, he noted, Consumers’ chief
rival, Energy America, found
going door-to-door was better
and may continue to do so.

“We don’t have a strategy to
keep or lose customers. If any-
thing, we’re encouraging cus-
tomers to look at the market”
and decide if staying with fluctu-

ating prices or signing three-
year, fixed-price contracts are in
their best interest.

He said it’s possible the coun-
try will see a return to coal-fired
electric-generating plants, but
natural gas is cleaner, more
environmentally friendly and

-can be fired up at peak demand

times. Coal, he said, must be
burned constantly to remain effi-
cient.

Consumers customers can call
1-800-477-5050 for more infor-
mation regarding programs and

Bubble about to burst on natural gas prices

plans.

Cheryl Conway at MichCon
said that company has asked the
MPSC to let it out of its fixed-
price program nine months
early. Its cost of gas would
increase from $2.95 to $5.17 per
thousand cubic feet, she said,
but a rebate credit plan “will in
effect wash out the increase.”

For more information, look up
MichCon on-line at www.mich-
con.com or call the Detroit cus-
tomer service number, (313) 965-

8000.

3

short supply nationwide, cus-
tomers in much of suburban
Wayne and Oakland counties
could see prices as much as dou-
ble.

On the other hand, customers
of MichCon, the other major sup-
plier serving parts of Wayne and
much of Washtenaw counties,
may also notice an increase. But
theirs could be offset in the short
run by a proposed rebate.

Both companies have present-
ed their cases to the Michigan
Public Service Commission,
which is expected to issue its rul-
ings shortly.

The situation — which, inciden-
tally, will bring Michigan in line
price-wise with the rest of the
country — has kept officials of
both companies busy explaining
to legislators and the media
what’s going on and what cus-
tomers can do.

Suggestions from Consumers,
besides“dialing down” their
thermostats, include the Gas
Customer Choice program,
which on April 1 will allow up to
600,000 the option of shopping
around for a lower price.

Another is Consumers’ budget
plan, enrollment for which
begins in May. It allows cus-
tomers to spread their gas costs
oVer 12 months, rather than pay
higher prices in winter.

" A third is the various weather-
ization “do-it-yourself” programs
about which the company pro-
vides information. '

‘English emphasized that its
proposed price hike — which he
said could see consumers’ bills
jumping 40-60 percent or higher

e 500 free night and weekend minutes for two years.

what Consumers is paying for S

| don’t you just love talking into the wee hours?

will come from its charges for
procéssing and distribution, not
the raw material, he said.

“Our rates will reflect what'’s
going on in the marketplace,”
English told a group of Observer
editors and reporters recently.
“That means an increase of $20
to $30 a month, on average, for
the typical residential customer
using about 120,000 cubic feet of
pas a year.”

He said Consumers’ rates “will
still be below the market price
thanks to existing long-term
supply contracts” and the Jack-
son-based company’s under-
ground storage system. “That
system is one of the best in the
nation and allows us to buy gas
during summer months when
prices are usually cheaper.”

- The gas-price freeze, known as
Consumers’ Gas Customer
Choice program, began with
MPSC approval April 1, 1998,
and held the cost of gas to its
customers to $2.84 per thousand
cubic feet. Cost since then spiked
at around $10 in January but
are “now down to around the $5-
6 range, where it will ultimately
settle while new supplies are
being found,” English said.

. 'He noted that Wisconsin’s nat-
dral gas customers have been
paying at the $10 rate.

s Consumers’ customers are
likely to see increases “probably
thore in 40-50 percent range.
*%But even that obviously is
beyond most people’s reasonable
thinking for what can happen to
any kind of product, much less
dne as essential as natural gas,”
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Incident could expedlte
racial progress at park

That loud thump! you heard last week
was the sound of a ton of bricks falling on
the heads of Plymouth-Canton school dis-
trict officials.

The reaction to an opinion published by
a student in the latest P-CEP Perspec-
tive, and the backlash against a district
with a reputation for turning a blind eye
to racial problems, may finally have
awakened the district from its multi-cul-
tural hibernation.

We're not saying the school dlstnct is
insensitive to issues faced by its minority
population. The district includes stu-
dents of many different cultures —
African-American, East Asian, Indian,
Hispanic and others — and so must by
nature pay attention to the needs of
those students.

In the face of this most recent incident,
however, it’s the level and sincerity of the

. attention coming under scrutiny. Unfor-
tunately, as we all know, perception
more often than not becomes reality and,
in the minds of minority students and
their parents, the perception is that the
Plymouth-Canton School District simply
doesn’t care.

Don’t believe us? Ask the 200 or so par-
ents and students, mostly African-Ameri-
can, who crowded the Plymouth Salem
cafeteria Monday night for a special
meeting, facilitated by the Rev. Virgil
Humes, in an effort to discuss these
issues.

Unfortunately, most of the people who
turned out simply wanted two heads on a
platter: that of Chris Mackinder, the
Canton senior who wrote an opinion
piece about Black History Month, and
Mary Lou Nagy, the newspaper adviser
who allowed the piece to be printed.

Thankfully, they got neither. There’s
no indication of punishment Mackinder
might face, and he shouldn’t face any. He
published an opinion in an appropriate
place in the school newspaper, a First
Amendment right he enjoys like the rest
of us. The teacher, Nagy, apparently
received some form of discipline,
although Dr. Kathleen Booher, the school
superintendent, isn’t revealing any

“details, thus respecting the teacher’s
rights and the union contract.

That’s not the answer most of the
throng wanted Monday night, but it was
the right answer. We don’t believe either
the student or the teacher deserve pun-
ishment. The school district should be
enlightened enough to know that opin-
ions are to be valued and discussed —
and learned from. '

Could Nagy have advised Mackinder
on a kinder, gentler way to express his
opinion? Sure. Should either of them be
vilified because the column got in the
paper as ig? Not a chance.

The district may have bigger fish to
fry. An African-American student report-
ed last week a note left on her desk said
“all n-----s deserve to die, and the KKK
should kill all of them.” The teacher to
whom the student reported the note

threw it in the trash without attempting |

to determine who wrote it or stuck it to
the desk. Salem principal Jerry Ostoin
said the matter has been turned over to
Canton Township police, but the folks at
the Monday meeting clearly don’t think
enough is being done to combat such
racism.

Booher is at least attempting to change
that. There is now talk about diversity
training for teachers, about a “parent
patrol” and programming to commemo-
rate the Martin Luther King Jr, holiday.
There is discussion about forming com-
mittees to investigate ways to eliminate
any form or trace of racism in the school
district.

In the face of yet another school shoot-
ing, this one near San Diego, Calif., these
are good discussions to undertake.
Although that shooting apparently had
nothing to do with race, it did reportedly
have something to do with a kid who felt
picked on and ostracized, feelings many
minority students in Plymouth-Canton
appear to experience.

Mike Chiumento, an openly gay
teacher at West Middle School, said Mon-
day teachers have long asked for diversi-
ty training, requests he says have, in the
past, fallen on deaf ears.

Hopefully, whatever progress was
made Monday night shows the district is
finally listening.

Power play:

Questions

remain on deregulation

If there’s anything we’ve all taken for
granted, it’s our utilities. We turn on the
heat on a frigid Michigan evening, and
our abode warms. The tap runs hot and
cold with water and when we toss the

.remains of dinner in the sink and turn on
“the garbage disposal, it all goes away.

But things are changing. The folks at
.the gas company are deregulating a la
‘Ma Bell, and the city of Detroit water
‘and sewer systems are in need of
'improvements.

The bottom line is rate hikes for all.
. That flush in the bathroom is going to
'cost more and keeping the old home
‘toasty will cost 40-60 percent more next
" winter.

Detroit is hiking its water and sewer

rates for two reasons. The water system

"is in need of repairs and the sewer sys-
-tem needs improvements to keep it from
spewing more pollution into the Great
Lakes.

Water rate hikes of about 10 percent

are expected in most suburban communi-
“ties because the city of Detroit is in the
-midst of a $5 billion overhaul of its water
“treatment facilities. The system itself is
: thought to be one of the largest in the
' country.
- While Detroit has often been difficult
. to deal with, the worth of our water sys-
‘tem is taken for granted. Southeastern
‘Michigan has been blessed with one of
the best sources of clean, fresh water in
‘the world. It has helped this region
become an industrial giant that supports
- a population of 4 million or so folks.
Those who balk at the water rate hikes
_should be reminded that suburban com-
munities wouldn’t exist if city of Detroit
taxpayers hadn’t reached into their pock-
“ets in the first place to build the water
system.

Sewer rate hikes are in store for some
communities as southeastern Michigan
starts coming in line with federal stan-

_dards for sewage released into the Great
Lakes basin. Again, like the water,
gsoutheastern Michigan communities can

consider themselves lucky. We've been
upstream in the Great Lakes of towns
like Toledo and Cleveland, which have
been getting our discharges in their faces
for years. It’s time for the Detroit area to
make sure the water it returns to the
Great Lakes is as clean as possibie.

The rates in gas prices being proposed
by MichCon will push our heating bills
up by $20 to $30 monthly by next year.

The reason given us is deregulation. The

gas company folks say the price of gas
has been kept low in an agreement to
test deregulation and that the gas com-
panies have been eating the wholesale
price increases. And it’'s now time to
make them up.

It’s understandable that MichCon and
Consumers Energy, which serve most of
Michigan, want to make a decent profit
for their investments.

However, deregulation of power compa-

nies is a scary thing especially in light of
the power problems in California. We
certainly don’t want to end up like our
West Coast countrymen.
" Deregulation also makes many wary in
the wake of the breakup in the 1980s of
the phone company and the ensuing con-
fusing competition that has put many
phone bills under a cloud of suspicion.
There has been slamming of phone bills
and phone solicitation calls to homes that
have enraged many.

Phone company deregulation was sup-
posed to save us money because there
would be more competition for our phone
dollars. However, it’s never been proven
that phone bills have ever gone down.
There’s just the wimpy response that
phone bills could have gone higher if
there hadn’t been deregulation.

It has put a sour taste in our collective
mouths, and makes us suspicious of
deregulation. It raises the question: Do
we want to turn over the power sources
in our homes to the same process used on
the phones?

It will take some convineing.
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B Apology unnecessary

It is interesting that an article in a
school newspaper can cause such a
furor, This country was founded on dif-
fering beliefs, but it seems these days
that it has degenerated to only those
things that are “politically correct.”

There are many things published in
current papers that offend me, but I
am not so thin skinned to believe that
those people do not have a right to
their opinions. If there is a fault in
this, it is that the school does not
make it clear enough that the school
newspaper is not a “real” newspaper,
and thus, controversial subjects are
not to be published.

This is within the right of the school,
but it should be specifically stated that
this is only a play paper and it is not
allowed to publish anything that
might offend anyone at all for any rea-
son. In other words, real opinions not
allowed. I don’t necessarily agree with
the editorial or its tone, but I also do
not believe that it is appropriate to
demand an apology for an opinion. If
there is any fault, it is with the school
staff that did not make sure the stu-
dents understood the “rules.”

Dan Donaldson

| H Paranoia?

My New Webster’s Dictionary gives
the definition of paranoia as “a tenden-
cy on the part of an individual or
group toward excessive or irrational
suspiciousness and distrustfulness of
others.”

If ever Mr. Webster wanted an
example to demonstrate the meaning
of thig word, the present flap over the
Salem High School article concerning
Black History Month, written by Chris
Mackinder, would be a perfect exam-
ple.

The article was written as Mr.
Mackinder’s opinion, not as school pol-
icy, not teacher advisor Mary Lou
Nagy’s opinion, but just Mr.
Mackinder’s.

This paper reported that “nearly 300
parents and students, most of them
African-American, stormed Salem
High School to protest the printed edi-
torial in the P-CEP Perspective, the
high school newspaper.

The rage, you go on to say, is expect-
ed to lead to disciplinary action
against the teacher advisor.

I would not expect any school or
community newspaper to print hate
material of any kind but I can’t help
wondering if the writing of this Letter
to the Editor, which also gives only my
opinion and is even without the benefit
of a teacher advisor to take the blame,
will result in another 300 parents and
students storming your newspaper
office in angry protest because you
printed an opinion contrary to theirs.

Charles E. VanVleck
Plymouth

H Tolerance needed

Where is Mrs. Booher's tolerance?
Or diversity of opinion? How can she
say this teacher will face repercussions
before an investigation? How is it due
process when before meeting she says
discipline is in progress?

Sounds like she cannot be fair and
should step down. The teacher did
nothing wrong and should not be pun-

-ished for somebody else's intolerance.

Walter Kwiatkowski
Plymouth

H CCW ignorance

Once again the ability to carry a con-
cealed weapon has come under attack.
I have one question for anybody that
opposes the lawful carry of a concealed
weapon. Have you researched states
that do allow it? Paranoia spawns
from ignorance. The following are
quotes from prior opponents of Right
to Carry laws.

| “I lobbied against the law in 1993
and 1995 because I thought it would
lead to wholesale armed conflict. That
hasn’t happened. All the horror sto-
ries I thought would come to pass
didn’t happen. No bogeyman. I think
it’s worked out well, and that says
good things about citizens who have
permits. 'm a convert.” (Glenn White,
President of the Dallas Police Associa-
tion, Dallas Morning News, Dec. 23,
1997.)

B “Some of the public safety con-
cerns which we imagined or anticipat-
ed a couple of years ago, to our pleas-
ant surprise, have been unfounded or
mitigated.” (Fairfax County, Va. Police
Major Bill Brown, The Alexandria
Journal. July 9, 1997.)

B “The concerns I had — with more
guns on the street, folks may be more
apt to

square off against one another with
weapons — we haven’t experienced
that.” (Charlotte- Meckienburg, N.C,,
Police Chief Dennis Nowicki, The
News and Observer, Nov. 24, 1997.)

Michigan’s new CCW law is the
most restrictive of CCW laws. To make
it illegal to carry a concealed weapon
into a restaurant just because it has a
liquor license is the equivalent of for-
bidding a person with a driver’s license
to go into the same restaurant. That
assumes the individual will consume
alcohol and drive their car. If they do
they're breaking the law, if they don’t
they’re not. Simple isn’t it?

Food for thought. Man walks into a
factory carrying an AK-47 and starts
shooting. Man with CCW pulls out
gun and shoots man with rifle. Lives
saved. Won’t happen here though, will

it?
Jeffrey A. Vivrette
Ypsilanti

Bl Teaching respect

I haven’t been able to go out in pub-
li¢ with my kids lately without observ-
ing a disturbing trend: mothers who
don’t mind their children. As Canton
is a town overflowing with kids, I've
seen it at public parks, shopping malls
and more recently at the Chuck E.
Cheese restaurant here in town, my 3-
year-old daughter’s favorite haunt.

A toddler whose mother was blissful-
ly unaware of her boy’s whereabouts
bit my son in the face there. This boy,
probably 18 months old, wandered
freely around the restaurant, repeat-
edly approaching my son and attempt-
ing to touch him. Just as it appeared
the other boy was going to give my son
a hug, CHOMP!

While it did break the skin, the bite
was superficial. The mother, of course,
apologized profusely. It came as no

surprise when she told me, “I have five

boys. He’s the youngest and the only
one who bites.” Five kids? I'm think-

. ing she should have stopped at two or

three.

I’'m not saying my children (3 and 18
months) are perfect. But from an
early age, they've been taught to
respect other people’s personal space.
Amazingly, they do! Moreover, I fol-
low them around wherever they go,
even if it means I can’t catch up on the
latest gossip with my friends. I would
feel terribly guilty if either of my chil-
dren ever bit someone. But that'’s not

‘dren. Don’t assume some guardian
‘angel is following your child around,

-

why I watch them so closely when
we're out. It's because my kids are my
responsibility, at least until they turns
18. Rather than filing a frivolous law-
suit against this neglectful mom, or -
getting angrier than I already am, I've
decided to appeal to Canton moms

{and dads) — and you know who you
are — please keep track of your chil-

6.

keeping him safe from harm That’s
your job.
Hillary Clinton once said, “It Takes
a Village” to raise children.
I beg to differ. 2
: Mary Asselmeier
Canton

’

B Tower a bad idea -

Bruce Fisher has applied for a waiv-
er from the Plymouth Township Plan-.
ning Commission to erect a 190-foot
communication tower behind his den-
tal office. This is inappropriate and
must be stopped for several reasons. ~

His dental office is located in the = -
middle of a residential area. In addi~
tion, the Plymouth-Canton Montessori
School is directly across the street, thé -
PCEP is located diagonally across the
street, and Isbister Elementary School
is within a quarter-mile.

Currently, the government states -°
that the effects of RF waves on human
beings are undetermined. Please
remember that in the recent past
tobacco and asbestos were initially
considered to be safe substances. Fur-
ther research has proved those -
assumptions wrong. The truth is we ~
do not know for certain what the Iong-
term effects will be. I do not choose to
have my family serve as guinea pigs.

The area Fisher proposes to build
the tower on is wooded. Birds, squir- -
rels, rabbits, woodchucks and other = |
creatures live there. The tower will
destroy their home.

The height of the tower requires
flashing lights day and night to warn - °
aircraft. This structure will be an eye;. *
gore. A tower in our neighborhood wﬁL :
lead to decreased property values for x '
homeowners. '

Please don’t let Fisher’s desire for .
additional money ruin our neighbor- '
hood and compromise the safety of ous:

children.
Donna Hardéi‘r“' ,
_ Plymouth -
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heatmg up both parties

~' M1ch1gan politics have been frozen in place for

ecars, a tribute to the long-term dominance of
(s0v. John Engler. But Engler will leave office at
i;he end of 2002, and things are heating up all
iﬂver

i Media attention has focused mostly on things
léemocratxc where at least three strong potential
candidates for governor — former Gov. James.
Blanchard present Attorney General Jennifer
Granholm and
 U.S. Rep. David
Bonior — are all
maneuvering for
position. Also scur-
‘rying about are
State Sens. Gary
Peters and Alma
Wheeler Smith,
with Geoffrey
Fieger looming
unaccustomed in

the wings.
f But things are

..@

with the Grand

§ Old Party, where
3 ; the race to succeed
*? i Powe' (certainly not

7 replace) John
ﬁngl_er is well under way. ’

Originally, it looked like a horse race between
Lt Gov. Dick Posthumus and Secretary of State
Candice Miller. But it’s now clear the Republican.
‘establishment has organized itself to back
Posthumus for governor and cut Miller a reappor-
tioned seat in Congress that squeezes Bonior out.

So how does gubernatorial candidate presump-
tive Posthumus fare? Not particularly well,
according to early polls. In last month’s
EPIC/MRA survey, Posthumus got whomped by
Both Granholm (53 percent - 29 percent) and
Blanchard (53 percent - 32 percent). Bonior and
Posthumus were practically even.

So what’s Posthumus’ problem? He’s a nice
guy, both thoughtful and very conservative
(though who in the GOP isn’t, these days?). He
was on the ballot with Engler last time around
and has been featured as lieutenant governor in
various administration publicity stunts.

But puzzlingly, he’s not particularly well
known. The same EPIC/MRA poll that found

Blanchard’s name ID well above 90 percent (with

-Granholm’s at around 25 percent and Bonior at
35 percent), showed Posthumus’ name was unfa-
»m1l1ar to 41 percent of Michigan voters.

Th1s suggests Posthumus has not yet carved
out a political identity distinct from that of a gen-
eralized Republican politician. Political insiders
are talking about Posthumus’ lack of “traction.”
That’s a big problem, as a recent poll, conducted
by Neil Newhouse, found that a plurality of all
Michigan voters (42 percent) identified them-
selves as independents, with self-identified
Democrats at around 33 percent, just a few

just as interesting -

points above Repubhcans

And the mdependent voter problem comes to a
head especially in Oakland and western Wayne
counties, where suburbanites (especlally women)
are deserting the GOP for two main reasons.
First, they don’t like the hard anti-abortion posi-
tion that is now a litmus test for Republicans;
second, they’re scared of the “shall issue” con-
cealed weapons permit legislation the GOP
rammed through the legislature last year.

It’s not for nothing that as smart a politician as
Oakland County Executive L. Brooks Patterson
has taken direct control of the Oakland County
party, trying to moderate the party’s hard-right-
image and in the process displeasing some of his
more rigidly conservative friends. If Posthumus
can’t run-'well in Oakland and western ‘Wayne

~ counties, he isn’t going to build a winning .

statewide presence outside hlS western Michigan
base.

So that strange sound you hear in the distance
is caused by other Republicans dashing around to
see what can be put together. State Senate
Majority Leader Dan DeGrow isn’t denying inter-
est. Another GOP senator, Bill Schuette, is rais-
ing money for a run for something.

That strange sound you hear in the
distance is caused by other Republi-
cans dashing around to see what can
be put together.

7

The best potential alternative is state Sen. Joe
Schwarz, who has said he’ll decide by June 1
whether to run. Schwarz is considered adequate-
ly conservative by his party, but he hasn’t been
afraid to take on Engler on certain issues. While
Engler ran George W. Bush’s Michigan cam-
paign, Schwarz backed U. S. Sen. John McCain;
McCain won big time. Schwarz also favors cam-
paign finance reform, a subject regarded as too
hot to handle by the GOP establishment.

A practicing physician, Schwarz sees the open-
ing Posthumus’ lack of traction provides. “T'm a
radieal middle of the roader,” he said. “The .
Republican Party in Michigan has slipped a little
farther to the right than the middle mass of vot-
ers would like to see. As a result, for example, we
lost Oakland County in the last two presidential
elections, and we see women who would normally
tend to vote Republican sitting on their hands.”

Stay tuned. It should be a mighty interesting

.year.

Phil Power is chairman of HomeTown
Communications Network Inc., the company
that owns this newspaper. He welcomes your

* comments, either by voice mail at (734) 953-

2047, Ext. 1880, or by e-mail at ppower@
homecomm.net.

State of Township Spéech
informative, if not moving.

Great speeches, it seems, have gone the way of
farhily dinners on Sunday and vmyl record
albums. Almost never witnessed in person and
seldom replayed on radio or TV, the idea of a riv-
eting speaker captivating an audience is pretty
much a relic from another time.

Most of us though fondly recall being mesmer-
ized by the power of the spoken word at some
point in our lives. Whether it was a classroom les-
son, a minister’s sermon or even a political
Speech, we sat up and took notice. We might even
remember vivid details about it years later. Some-
tlmes, when the event was on the world’s stage,

: - the phrases
make it into
the history

date that will

or JFK’s “ask
not what your
country can do
for you...” being
the most famil-
iar examples.
No, public
peaking these
. days seems to
~fall into two
distinct cate-
gories — the -
_carefully-
hened, sound-

‘ bite laden
political appearance or the corporate presenta-
tion, a dry recitation of facts and figures punctu-
ated by the ever-present Powerpoint slide show.
While neither is awe-inspiring, I much prefer the
latter. It may not be as polished but it usually
offers something the glib political speech doesn’ t -
information.

Which is why when Canton Supervisor Tom -
Yack delivered his State of the Township Address
on Wednesday, it was easy listening for me. And,
for the miost part, the 300 people attending the
annual Canton Chamber of Commerce luncheon
hked what they heard. ’ .

That’s because the supervisor knows his audi-
ence as well as his job. The topics covered
Wednesday were things that interest most resi-
dents and businesses. The township’s growth,
hew housing opportunities and economic stapility

Tedd Schneider

were on the list. As were public safety and recre-

ation. It is those quality of life issues that res-
onate most and the area where Canton continues
to stake its reputation.

books. FDR’s “a

live in infamy,”

As usual, there were a few newsy tidbits- :
dropped into the speech. The township is talking
about a network of paths to link various ne1ghbor-

hoods and a new industrial development i is poss1- '

ble in the Haggerty Road corridor.

On the commercial side, Yack said the Ford
Road DDA district will realize $100 million in
new commercial development once projects such
as the Wal Mart ¢at the former AutoNatmn gite)
are complete.

Yack has been gwmg this particular speech for

12 years now. Well, not the exact same speech but

" you get the idea. H1s style is relaxed, informal

and informative; which the supervigor says has
taken several years to perfect. “You can see the .

Yack has been gmng the address for |
12 years now. His style is relaxed,
informal and informative, which the

supemsor says has taken several

- years to perfect '

way I've changed over the years, from standzng up
at a podium to going out into the audience,” he
-said before Wednesday’s address. “I try not to
over prepare and just respond to what people are
interested in,” he said.

“That way, I don’t end ﬁp talking for 40 mmutes’

like Bill Clinton,” the lorigtime Republican
quipped.

To be fair, when then candidate George W. .
Bush spoke in the same building before the Feb
22, 2000 Michigan Repubhcan presidential prima-
ry, we heard uninspiring lines like these: “My
message here today is to keep fighting the fight”

- and “This mission is to begin the beginning of the

end of the Clinton-Gore era in Washington, D.C.”
Tl take Yack’s narration of charts and graphs
over that kind of stilted rhetoric any day. So, 'm
sure, would most of the people at Wednesday 5.
speech ‘

Tedd Schneider is the Canton Observer
commumty editor: His favorite speech is one
given by the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. in
Selma, Ala. in March 1965, which included
the phrase: “A man dies when he refuses to_
stand up for justice.” Reach him at (734) 459-
2700 or via e-mail at: tschneider@ '

- oe.homecomm.net

Hugh Gallagher

I don’t remember the first story that was read
to me. I don’t remember the first book I mastered
on my own. But I do know that from that day to
this I have always had a book or two or three
going at the same time, feeding my endless
curiosity, restxmulatmg my unagmatlon and com-
forting me in troubled times. :

Robin Hood was the first “character” who
grabbed my imagination. Those stories opened
me to the magic of books ~ an outlaw living on
the land with his buddies who robbed from the

" rich to give to the poor. (Some might argue that

my politics haven’t changed much from the days
when I first read Robin Hood).

I love books, magazines and newspapers. Histo-
ry, government, nature studies, bicycle mainte-
nance, mystery novels, sci-fi, plays, classic novels
and serious novels, poetry, architecture, baseball,
outdoors adventure — everything into the blender.
The clash of ideas helped me form ideas, not
always as precisely as I would have liked, but
always with the understanding that all ideas are
open to question.

‘And one day I discovered that we are privileged
here in the United States, because there are very

~ few other countries where books and ideas are so

cherished that we preserve the right to freely
publish, distribute and read what we choose with
minimal restrictions.

But that precious freedom is in grave danger,
beth from declining use and from a misunder-
standing of what that freedom implies.

We know that children are reading less. The
television and the computer compete for time
with the friends on the corner. Reading takes a
backseat; even required reading gets skimmed.
And we're all the poorer for itf

Coolidge Elementary School in Livonia invited
my participation in its “Real Life Readers” pro-
gram this week, part of National Reading Month.
Adults from many walks of life were invited to
read a story to children at the school and share
their feelings about the books they've read.

The third-grade class was attentive as I read
Patricia Polacco’s “My OF Man” and had a lot of
good questions about what I do. I hope the read-
ing that we did helped stimulate children to
become readers and stay readers.

Ms. Polacco’s brightly illustrated story touches
on some sensitive themes — divorce and unem-
ployment — but is warm and not controversial.

But sometimes what you write, and what you
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The importance of
ideas has a place in
our education, too

read, can be uncomfortable As chlldren grow
from elementary school to high school they are
expected to test the:r ideas against the ideas. of
others. #

Last week a Plymouth Salem High School stu-
dent, Chris Mackinder, got into hot water for '
expressmg some unpopular ideas. He wrote an' .
opinion piece questioning the need for Black His-
tory Month and concluded his piece with some
inflammatory language: “If it’s a race war that
they want, keeping things the way they are will
sure get them one. By creating a month to make |
a group of people happy, the battle of which color -
is supreme will be taken to the extreme.” o

The parents of black students reacted and the
school administration reacted by “disciplining”
the teacher adviser. Mackinder apologlzed for his -
insensitivity.

End of story.

Not so fast. At the high school level, students
must be challenged to think and to question their
thinking. A school newspaper is, within clearly ‘
defined limits, the place for that king of debate.
Young Mr. Mackinder did not pass those limits.

While I agree that the column was insensitive
and ignorant about why special months are
devoted to black history and to women’s history,
Mackinder had a right to his opinien. The result -
should have been a lively debate that would have
shown Mackinder where he was wrong. It might .
also have stimulated some discussion among the
faculty that might have helped them to explain
about how blacks and women have been margin-
alized from traditional history textbooks.

“ Instead we've taught Mackinder and other stu-
dents to keep quiet, don’t raise questions and
believe that there is only one correct point of
view.

The teacher was perhaps lax in not questioning
why Mackinder wrote as he did, but the more

. important lesson was that he had a right to
" express his view and have it challenged not cen-

sored. :
It’s wonderful that schools are promotmg diver-

' sity. But they should promote a diversity of ideas

as well as a diversity of cultures.

Hugh Gallagher is the managing editor of .
the Observer Newspapers. He can be reached,
by phone at (734) 953-2149, by e-mail ai hgal-
lagher@oe.homecomm.net or by fax at (734)
591-7279.
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Lawmakers take up issue of living wage laws

BY MIKE MALOTT
HOMETOWN NEWS SERVICE
mmalott@homecomm.net

For businesses, union repre-
sentatives and lawmakers, it
was deja vu all over again when

"the House Employment Rela-
tions, Training and Safety Com-
mittee began work Tuesday,
March 6, on a bill to overturn
local “living wage” ordinances.

Last year, an outery over legis-
lation to override local govern-
ments in 14 areas of law, living
wages included, set off the peti-
tion drive that led to Proposal 2,
Let Local Votes Count, on the
November ballot. Last Decem-
ber, an attempt to pass the over-
ride failed on the last day of the
legislative session. It fell about
five votes short despite the fact
the voting board was left open
for more than an hour.

In part, the bill died because of
concerns of its impact on “pre-
vailing wage” laws. Rep. Andrew
Richner, R-Grosse Pointe Park,
sponsor of the House Bill 4327,

All 2000, used,

-All 2000
models

All sizes,
shapes,
colors!

M ‘We have 1,800 units of local government in
Michigan and if each adopted their own minimum
wage standards it would created a hodge-podge
that would be a nightmare.’

Rep. Andrew Richner

this year included wording in his
proposal stating that it would
not affect prevailing wage laws.
Unions still believe it could and
are opposing the bill. '
Living ' wage ordinances
require that any business that
contracts with the city govern-
ment must pay their employees
at a certain rate over the poverty

health benefits.

The version enacted in Detroit
would require firms to pay $8.50
per hour, $10.50 without health
benefits. Ypsilanti, Ypsilanti
Township, Ferndale, Warren and
Ann Arbor have all passed such
living wage ordinances, but all

law,” he sald
level, more if they do not give.

'local gover ‘miént in Michigan
and if each adopted their own

R-Grosse Pointe

reqire pay at dlfferent rates e

Richner argues that there is
already a minimum wage in
Michigan, $5. 15 per hour set in
state law.

“Until 1998, when Detrmt
passed the first living wage ordi-

nance in .the state, locals
deferred to the state and federal
“They reahzed that

minimum wage standards it
would created a hodge- podge
that would be a-nightmare.”

“If locals have decided what

the minimum’wage should be in
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' As t] e‘ m1n1 um wage 1ncreases,

their area, what right do busi-
nesses and stockholders have to
dictate otherwise?” asked Rep.
Julie Dennis, D-Muskegon.

She noted that a recent study

concluded, in some areas of the
state, a single parent raising

three kids would need to earn
- $27 000 .annually “to even make
it.” That tr.

lates to $19 per

houir. - -
' ‘“Some people make more than

Rapids Chamber of Commerce.
“Many people-make less than
they need. But I will tell you
this; no one is paid based on
need They '

FREE “LIVING TRUST” SEMINAR

businesses have to hire more.

highly skilled people to make it
worth théir while employing

* thém. That makes it more diffi-

cult to for less skilled workers
and those starting out looking
for their first jobs to Iand
employment,

Sarah Hubbard of the Detroit
Regional Chamber said Detroit's
¥ving wage ordinance makeés it

more difficult to attract new:
businesses to the area. She said

Detroit has “an image problem”
and that some businesses have
said they would look for leca-

tions elsewhere specifically

because of that ordinance.
Dennis countered that didn’t

jibe with the recent announce-
ment that the state has received
a Governor’s Award for attract-

ing more businesses than any
other state for the fourth year in

‘of payin the area of the state i

" construction contractors from
- prevailing wage laws.

area’s International Brotherhood

prevailing wage laws. He sald;

‘Unionized contractors provid

_TOW.
Lawmakers also have mtro
duced several proposals to cur-
tail the prevaxhng wage laws
which require that state contrac
tors pay wages that match rates;

which the work is done. Hous
Bills 4327, 4329 and 4382, b
Rep. Wayne Kuipers, R-Holland;;
and Bob Gosselin, R-Troy, would;
exempt road builders and schoo

b3

Bruce Burton, of the Detroi

of Electrical Contractors, sai
the bills would. effectively. guf

hey would undermine union

better training, better pay an
better safety programs that non:
union shops, he contended

Find Out How to Transfer Your Estate to Your Family
Quickly and Privately—-Without Probate Fees

LIVONIA
- Tuesday, March 13,2001
7:00 p.m.-8:30 p.m,
Livonia: Civic Center Library
32777 Five Mile Rd.

F?efreshments will be served

(South smie of Five Mile and East of Farmington)

SOUTHFIELD
Wednesday, March 14, 2001
10:00 a.m.~11:30 a.m.
Southfietd Civic Center

2600 Evergreen Rd.
(10 1/2 Mile Rd. and Evergreen)
Refreshments will be served

A’I{I’BND ONE GF THESE SEMINARS AND YOU’LL RECEIVE A FREE, O\IB-HOUR, PRIVATE CONSULTATION TO
' ANSWBR ANY QUESTIONS YOU HAVE ABOUT SETTING UP YOUR PERSONAL LIVING TRUST ($200 VALUE)

WESTLAND
Thursday, March 15, 2001
10:00 am.-11:30 a.m.
Melvin Bailey Recreation Center
36651 Ford Rd.
(Between Newburgh and Wayne Rd.)
Refreshments will be served”

° Your estate wzll transfer guickly to
yourfamily apon your death,
without.the | expense of probate

You

. Your estate fhay go through probate,
which could fake months or even
years, a0d
substantxa

Sponsored by:

You’ll Find Out What Wiil Happen With a Living Trust...

* Youll avoid a conservatorshnp if you

* If you're married and ydur estate is
worth less than $1.35 million, there
may be no federal estate taxes to pay.

*}|- Find Out What Will Happen Without a Living Trust' even if you have a wili)...

* If you're married and your estate is
over $675,000 net, without proper -
planning your family may owe
federal estate taxes of 37%-55%.

Law Office of Jeffrey R. Saunders. Attorney Jeffrey R. Saunders

* If'you become incapacitated, or -
“unable to sign documents, a court

_estate as the cour? sees fit. -

become incapacitated—so your estate
will be run as you see fit..

may a,ssign a consefvator to run your

gs
Swivel and Glass
Rocke:rs and@ Doors from
Reclmers. $99

liquidated!

. Lioszess

Hnthue and Contemporort; A

WINTER ART TILE FAIR
Presented by

Sunday, Mmrch 11+ 10am- 5 pm * Admission $5.00
St. George Cultural Center

1515 S. Wooduword 1/4 mile north of Square loke ® Bloomfield Hills
Tile makers, tile artists, dealers and collectors from the US & Canada
wilt display and sell a large selection of caramic art tiles. Antique and
contemporany handaafed tiles, tables, trivets, planters and other tile
Iterns will be avaiiable at this one day only indoor event.

» free appraisal services » door Prizes ¢ Tile setting Jemonstrations e
» Silent quction to benafit Pawabic educational programs : i fad
for Information call Powabic Pottery at 313-822-0954 : {' j
Brlng In chls od for one free odmlsslon B1031535_{ Moo

Get the skills
You need for IT

CERTIFIED
Technical Education
Center

~Secure.a- posmon-

Information E1{:] in demand - are you?
Technology

Schoolcraft
College
Continuing
Education
Services

industry.

Microsoft Certified

ﬁlv

Learn More! Attend a free
IT Information Session
March 13", 7 pm
McDowell Center, Room 200

Classes start April 2nd, so
Call Toll Free
866-2438-6265
or 734-462-4448

For more details!

~Sy_'ste_msEngineer
and CompTIA A+
mputer Technician
certificavt'ion coAu-Es:es.
are,c..u,rr,émiy. being..

offered at

Schoolcraft
College.

(1

SERVICES

RUFICATION
WA o 3o

speaks to area residents about living trusts and proper estate planning. Mr. Saunders
has practiced law for over a decade and his practice focuses on estate planning and
elder law. He is a member of the American Academy of Estate Planning Attorneys
and the National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys — and his seminars on hvmg trusts
are said to be * outjmndmg-dear—andmtanda&le

- Law Office of

Jeffrey R. Saunders

Serving the Metropoiitan Detrolt Area

Seating is lel;ted, So Call 800-954-1717 Now!

(Phones open 24 hours — Say you want to make veservations for the living trist seminar)

81032919



mailto:mmalott@homecomm.net
http://www.fireplaceandspa.net

Debbie Reynolds joins the
Detroit Symphony Pops at
Orchestra Hall, 8:30 p.m. for a
concert featuring her singing
and comedic talents. Tickets
$18-$49, call (313) 576-5111.

SATURDAY

Composer/guitarist Spencer
Barefield and his trio, plus
an eight piece string ensem-
ble, will perform at 8 p.m. in
the Kerrytown Concert House
in Ann Arbor. Tickets $10-
$25, call (734) 769-2999.

SUNDA'

Lisa DeWaele (left to right),
Daniel Roth, and Michael
East star in “One Flew Over
the Cuckoo’s Nest,” 2 p.m. at
the Bonstelle Theatre on the
campus of Wayne State Uni-

versity. Tickets $8-$10, call
(313) 577-2960.

can musical playing

through Sunday, March

11 at the Masonic Temple |
" Theatre in Detroit. Tickets

$19-855, available at the

box office, or call (248}

645-6666. For show times
and other information, -
call (313) 832-2232.

The Royal
Shakespeare
Company’s
staging of eight
historical plays
hailed by U of M
and University
Musncal Soolety

BY NICOLE STAFFORD
STAFF WRITER
nstafford@oe homecomm,net

ven the New York Times saw a

g good story in a partnership

mbetween the University of Michi-
gan, University Musical Society and
Royal Shakespeare Company.

An article about the London theater -
company’s three-week residency in
Ann Arbor, and performances March :
10-18 at the Power Center for the Per-
forming Arts, appeared in the Feb. 25
edition of Sunday’s Times. Regret-
tably, the focus was astonishment that
such a prestigious show would be tak-
ing the road to Ann Arbor.

Then agam, Ann Arbor, and not the |
Big Apple, is the only city in the Unit-
ed States where the prestigious com-
pany pians to perform a large portion
of one of its most significant artistic
undertakings — contemporary stagings
of William Shakespeare’s History

_ Plays. In fact, associate direétor
Michael Boyd’s new Richard III is
making its international debut at the
Power Center.

Once more, staging the dramas,
which are rarely performed in a cycle
and cover England’s history from the

B some 70 educatmn and :
¥ outreach pregrams to
g rmmd out the compa- |
 ny’s residency, Fea- |
b-| education events -
| presented as part of
| the Royai Shakespeare

dent Bollmger»l ter

Historlcai ﬂgure. Royal Shakespeare
Company member Aidan McArdle
performs in Henry VI, Part IIT and
chhard III in Ann Arbor: ‘

n embrace'

‘late 14th to the late 15th
centuries, would not be pos-

sible without a $2 mil-
lion investment by the
University of Michigan.

| Bold project
%1’ bold. It’s a big .
project, but it is wor-
# thy,” said UMS Presi-
B dent Kenneth C. Fisch-
¥ er, who along with U af
f M President Lee C.
Bollinger, orchestrated
the venture and then

worked with the area’s
arts and academz cor
munities to

tured are two. free I

views company Artis
DirectorAdrian N
“This eollective effo

should afford the University
the community a rich marrxage of
sehelarsth and theatrical perfor- f
mance,” Bolhnger sa.ui o th > pro- | gral

ject.

rd ona Bell portrays Queen Margaret and
Richard Dillane partrays the Duke of Suffolk in the Royal
Shakespeare Company’s productwn of Henry VI Part II in
Ann Arbor.

What: Roya!

‘Shakespeare Company

performs four of
William Shakespeare's
History Plays (Henry
Vi, Parts |, it and Il
and Richard Ili) in
three complete cycles
as part of three-week
residency

When: March 10-18
Where: Power Center
in Ann Arbor '
Tickets: $108-250 for
all four piays; tickets
for individual ’
performances, if

1 available, will be sold

at the door; call UMS
Box Office at (734)
764-2538 or visit

{ www.ums.org
| Information: For

performance details
and & full schedule of

Company’s residenoy,
visit www.umich.edu/

“1 pres/shakespeare

sented in an academic set-
ting reach beyond the Ann
Arbor campus to other uni-

munity groups.
Programs open to the
public are extensive and

shops aimed at giving audi-
ences a look behind the
scenes, a live musical per-
formance, a community act-
ing workshop, several lec-
tures and two exhibits, one

- of which features a-leather
glove reputed to have
belonged to Shakespeare

 the first UMS Internation-
.al Theater Festival. The
| ambitious. progect was

 Arthdr’
y and | Cent

sary this  year.

rned that the company was |

N Engendering History - Women, Gender and

1 Shakespearian Costume Design: 1 p.m. Sungiay,
1 March 11; 6:30 p.m, Thursday, March 15; and 1
{ p.m. Sunday, March 18, U of M Special Collections

{. H Costuming Shakespeare's History Plays:

| Features prints, photographs and drawings of
{ costumes from productions of the History

| tions Library, Hatcher Graduate Library, call

1of Shakespeare’s works by University of Michi-

1 (734) 764-3482.

'H Keynote Interview: University of Michigan

Leétures
and other events

Shakespeare’s History Plays: 12 noon Friday,
March 9, Rackham Assembly Hall. <
M From Jerkin to Jacket — Changing Styles In

Library, Hatcher Graduate Library.

Plays since the late 18th century, 10 a.m.-5
p.m. Monday-Friday and 10 a.m.-nocon Satur-
day, through April 14, U of M Special Collec-

(734) 764-9377.

H Shakespeare on Campus: Features images
and documents from the many theatrical,
musical, dance and scholarly interpretations

gan drama groups, visiting performers and fac-
ulty, @ a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Friday and 9 a.m.-
12:30 p.m. Saturday, through April 30, Bent-
ley Historical Library (North Campus), call

M Keynote Interview: University of Michigan
Professor of English Ralph Williams interviews
Royal Shakespeare Company Associate Direc-
tor Michael Boyd, 2-3 p.m. Sunday, March 11,
Rackham Auditorium, 915 E. Washington, Ann
Arbor.

President Lee Botlinger interviews Royal i
Shakespeare Company Artistic Director Adrian |
Noble, 3-4 p.m. Sunday, March 11, Rackham
Auditorium, 915 E. Washington, Ann Arbor.

H The Art of Acting and Directing Shake-
speare: University of Michigan Professor of
Theater Leigh Woods interviews actors and
directors from the Royal Shakespeare Compa-
ny, 4-5:30 p.m., friday, March 18, at the U-M
Alumni Center, corner of Fletcher and E. Wash-
ington, Ann Arbot.

And that’s not an over- |
statement. Programs pre-

versities and colleges, local |

high schools and area -
& oom these are not the sexy plays, these are

1 not the plays where you get the corpo- -

inclu'de interactive work- |

‘The residency is. part of

- launched with news that |
- the university planned not -
| only. to offer more live the- .
ater, but alse build the |
‘Miller Theater. The Power
‘is also celebrating its 30th

{ there were guarantors. “So,” says Fis- §.
an three years ago when Fis-

interested in building “relationships
| in the Heartland” and met with its
artistic director in Washington, D.C. |
“I hit it off with Adrian Noble,”
recalled Fischer, “And in this business, °
it's all about your relationships with
people. So that started a series of !
exchanges and meetings. It wasn’t |
clear what would be done. They need-
ed to see our theater. They needed to |
know where we were, where the hellis
Ann Arbor?” '

Viable project ;

Another issue was the viability of
putting on Shakespeare’s History
Plays. “That’s when we sat down and
said ‘these are the History Plays,

rate sponsors.” And here Lee
(Bollinger) and I are saying that’s per-. i
fect. That’s exactly the kind of project. |
a university ought to be undertaking” -
The approach reflects a larger phi- |
losophy toward the arts and arts pro-
gramming, said Fischer. “We've
learned how to develop audiences here 1
 for more obscure sorts of things. We '}
tend to say ‘it’s a great:art form, let’s -
look at how we’re presenting it.”
After company members visited and
gave the green light, the problem :f
became a financial one: The company -
needed $2 million to help stage the .
plays here and in London. “That’s %
when things go fairly intense, when |l
things got pretty sobering,” said Fisch- "
er. “I knew this was a very challenging |
amount.” .
In the end, the UMS board agreed to }
proceed wzth the project as long as }

cher, “Lee Bollinger committed both to T

Please see SHAKESPEARE, c2

BY KEELY WYGONIK
STAFF WRITER
kwygonik@oe.homecomm.net

Jackie Mason has been called “the
king of Jewish insult humeor,” a master
of the put-down.

So it is with some trepidation that I
pick up the phone and dial his hotel in

What: Jackie Mason -
Much Ado About
Everything! a one man
show

When: Monday, March
12-Sunday, March 25.
Performances 7:30
p.m. Monday-Thursday;
8 p.m. Friday-
Saturday; 3 p.m.
Sunday.

Where: The Second
City-Detroit Theatre,
2301 Woodward Ave.,
Detroit

Tickets: $35 to $45,
at the box office,
(313) 965-2222 or
Ticketmaster, (248)
645-6666. For
information, call (313)
983-6611, or visit -
www.clympiaentertain
ment.com

- T e

Ft. Lauderdale,
Fla. at 9 a.m., our
designated inter-

view time.
Busy signal.
Relief, Dial

again. Busy sig-
nal. Relief, mixed
with a twinge of
anxiety, did I dial
the wrong num-
ber? Double
check the num-
ber, dial again.
This time I get
through.

A soft spoken
man answers the
phone? Did I get
the right room?

“Good morn-

ing.” I introduce myself, and yes, the
person on the other end is the king
himself, Jackie Mason.

“Why haven’t you been to Detroit for
15 years? Don’t you like us?” I ask.

“Nobody asked me to come,” he
answers. “You don’t make a trip just
because a city has sidewalks. They
have sidewalks in New York.”

And we're off, talking, bantering back
and forth, and laughing a iot.

One man show

Mason has some trepidation of his
own about coming to Detroit (March
12-25) to present his one man show,
Jackie Mason — Much Ado About
Everything! at The Second City-Detroit
Theatre.

I tell him about the redevelopment
that’s going on in downtown Detroit,
how he won’t recognize the place. He
quizzes me about redevelopment,
wants to know what it means. “Do you
feel safe walking the streets at night,”
he asks. I hedge, try to duck the truth.
“Why'd it take you five minutes to tell
me that you don’t feel comfortable
walking the streets at night,” he
demands to know. “Maybe I should

KA RS
Comedian: Jackie Mason is
bringing his humorous per-
spective on politics to the Sec-
ond City Detroit Theatre.

bring a body guard.”
The truth, only the truth, no matter
how brutal, that’s what Mason wants

‘everybody and everythmg

-aren’t given a fair chance, they’re dis:

to know. He’s proud to be called the' .
“king of insult humor, someone who-
believes you should be able to laugh at'

“A lot of things in life are fake,” héﬁ
tells me. “There’s a lot of deception and
unfairness in society. A let of people

enfranchised, and it’s good to havq :
someone to stlck up for them,” i

The son of a rabbi, Mason was bom
in Sheboygan, Wis., and grew up on thé
Lower East Side of Manhattan surs
rounded by rabbis. e

Mason was a cantor until the age of ’
25 when he was ordained a rabbi. His -
three brothers are rabbis. His grandfas
ther and great-grandfather were raba,
bis. i

But Mason decided to leave the syna-
gogue because, as he jests, “someone in
the family had to make a living.” Yet;’
there’s something special about thls
man, almost spiritual.

He admits, “I'm preaching morallty
in the form of jokes. I try to make a
mockery of the self-deceptions in soci:
ety. Iput a hght up to it. I have a pomt

Please see MASON, B2 .
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 *The Players Guild of Dearborn
presents Arthur Miller’s “All My
Sons” 8 p.m. Friday-Saturday,
March 9-10, 16-17; 2:30 p.m.
- Sunday, March 11, at the the-
ater, 21730 Madison, (south of
- Quter Drive and Monroe). Tickets
.$11 all seats reserved, senior
“and student rates available, call
(313) 561-TKTS. For more infor-
mation, visit www.playersguild-
ofdearborn.org.
BY SUE SUCHYTA
SPECIAL WRITER
 The Players Guild of Dearborn
delivers an emotionally stirring
production of Arthur Miller’s All
My Sons. Set at the end of World
War II, the story follows two
families, the Kellers and the
Deevers, whose factory shipped
defective airplane parts during

the war causing the death of
many pilots.

Of the business partners, Joe
Keller was exonerated while
Deever, pleading innocent, was
jailed. The Kellers’ son, a pilot, is
missing in action. His fiancée,
Ann Deever, is mutually attract-
ed to Chris, the surviving Keller
son. The tension between the
individuals, and Joe Keller’s pos-
sible guilt, create a highly dra-
matic story, which director
Nancy Wolter makes the most of

with a strong cast.
Amazmg transformation °

Rich Bullerias as Joe Keller

takes his character through an
amazing transformation, from

the easy going nexghbor who

_ takes the time to tease children,

to a guilt-tortured man trying to
cope with his 1ncr1m1natmg
secrets.

Chris is skillfully played by"

Lance Abke of Plymouth. Abke
takes the role of the frustrated
son, who doesn’t want to believe
his father’s guilt and builds
toward an inevitable confronta-
tion. Abke manages to balance
the suppressed anger of his char-
acter with the tenderness he

_feels for his fiancée, letting us

see the full measure of the char-
acter. |

Linda Hammell takes on the
sad role of the mother, Kate
Keller, with a skillful balance of
practicality and delusion.
Though her character appears

s CBONTRIE
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calm and ordinary, she is desper-

" ately clinging to the belief that

her son is still alive even though
its been three years since his
plane went down. She doesn’t
want her other son 10 marry the
missing son’s former fiancée.
Emily Tyrybon successfully

. creates in Anne Deever a charac-

ter able to challenge Mrs.
Keller’s denial without alienat-
ing the audience or coming
across as cold and unfeeling.
Tyrybon’s character must also

cope with the stress of her
‘father’s .conviction and her

brother’s violent. opposition to
her marrying Chris Keller. Tyry-
bon is strong without being
shrill, and soft w1thout being
weak. :

Small but significant role

Ron Williams Jr. of Redford
Township turns in a strong per-
formance as George Deever, the
son intent on proving his father’s
innocence and preventing the
marriage of his sister to a Keller.
The role, small but significant,

‘showcases his talent.

Producer Valerie Haas
brought together many technical
talents to support the strong per-
formances on stage. Clemence

and Floyd Bell’s set design, the
exterior of a typical American
home in the late 1940s, is simple
yet elegantly rendered.

Paul Vandevert’s lights and
sound crew create effective day
and evening lighting, the night
sounds of crickets, and realistic
interior lighting for the house
during the night scene viewed
from the yard.

Mary Calder’s costumes are
true to the period, down to the
seams in the ladies’ stockings.
Mark and Annette Ripper’s

Shakespeare ;..

on stage.
Emily
Tyrybon
as Ann
Deever -
and
Lance
Abke of
Plymouth
- as Chris
Keller in
@ scene

] from “All
My Sons.”

props fit seamlessly into the pro-t
duction, from the juice glasses t
the cast iron lawn furniture.

With a talented cast and’
strong production values, th
Players Guild of Dearborn skill
fully transports us to the post
war tension of two families torn
by regret, disbelief, broke
dreams and sorrows. -

Sue Suchyta is a Dearborn res
ident who writes about theate
for the Observer Newspapers.

being the guarantor and to help-
ing get the money.”

Support was obtained from the
Michigan Council for the Arts
and Cultural Affairs, the Nation-
al Endowment for the Arts, the
State of Michigan Arts, Cultural
and Quality of Life Grant Pro-
gram, Philip and Kathleen
Power, the Power Foundation
and the Pfizer Corp.

“This is a president getting it,”
said Fischer of Bollinger. “Here
is a president seeing a special
role for the university in culture
and in the community.”

* Building an audience

That the Royal Shakespeare
Company’s residency extends
beyond the campus and includes

outreach programming for the
general public is no doubt a treat
for Michigan students and resi-
dents.

It’s also a lesson in arts pro-
gramming; a model for how to
build an audience.

When it came time to organize
the residency programs, w;; cast
as wide a net as we could,” and
invited members of arts and aca-
demic communities from across
the state. We said ‘come on
down, this is not aneexclusive
club,” said Fischer.

The outcome was a 52-member
residency committee comprised
of representatives from various
regions and groups in Michigan,
a diverse line-up of outreach and
education programs and numer-
ous channels through which to

reach potential ticket buyers.

Since Wayne State Universi--
ty’s theater department is doing
a residency project, for example, '
it’s likely many of the school’s
students and teachers will
attend the Ann Arbor perfor
mances.

The umversity-based, but com- ‘
munity-wide approach, also
reflects the changing nature o
arts programming, said Fischer,
“If you think -about performing;ii
arts presentation today, we re
not just putting on shows,” he’
said. Like umversmes, where:
the mission is to teach, research
and serve, “we’re involve’d in
education, creation and presen-’
tation. You see, our roles are
intertwined with the unlver81ty’s
roles.”

M aSOI'l from page B1

of view, something to say. Most
every joke I'm telling has a pur-
pose.”

Don’t worry, Mason knows
people are paying good money
for jokes, and he promises not to
disappoint. “People come to see a
comedian,” he says. “I like
manipulative humor.”

Much Ado About Everything!
is his sixth one-man Broadway
show. His first, The World
According to Me, played to sell-
out, standing-room-only crowds
for two years. In 1989, Mason
earned a special Tony Award for
Outstanding Theatrical Achieve-
ment, his first Outer Critics Cir-
cle Award, Ace Award, Emmy
Award and Gramniy nomination.

The man banned by Ed Sulli-
van was back, a success. “Every-
thing I've said about my talent
was provein true,” he said. “They
call me the Jewish Mark Twain.
People appreciate me.”

Listen for the lesson

If you listen close, you'll find a
iesson, a purpose to his humor.
It’s like the joke is on you -
stupid — but it’s OK. Did you
learn something?

Take coffee for instance. “Peo-
ple pay $3 for coffee latte at
Starbucks,” he says. “How stupid
to pay a fortune for coffee.”

Sexual revolution, what revo-
lution? he demands to know.

“Women: fight for equality, but
when the check comes, they
never have money. Equal oppor-
tunity is when the check comes.
It’s nothing more than a selfish
tradition. The man is the boss,
but women are making the same
money.”

Hypocrisy, phoniness, just
nonsense, these are the things

.. that fuel his humor, He studies,

he reads, and comments on the
ridiculous.

Restaurants are a favorlte
topic. He’s even written about
them - “Jackie Mason and Raoul
Felder’s Survival Guide to New
York and Los Angeles Restau-
rants,” was published by Dove
Books in 1996. Guidebooks are
planned for Chicago, Washing-
ton and Florida, places he says
he visits, a lot.

“I’'m a single guy. I eat in
restaurants all the time. Since
I'm so busy offering my opinion,

. I figured I'd write about them.”

Want to impress Jackie
Mason? Don’t take him to a
fancy restaurant. He prefers
unpretentious places where peo-
ple aren’t standing around wait-
ing on you.

“Usually the more you pay the
more food you get,” he says
explaining that’s not the case in
expensive restaurants.

“It’s no accident that there are
no lights in elegant restaurants.

ple. It could be about anything.

- so-elite.

There’s no food either. If they
rob you, they call it elegant.”

“Who are you going to pick on ¢
now that Bill Clinton’s out of,
office?” I ask. He chuckles.

“I talk about what’s fresh as,
today’s news. I talk about what-
ever is on their minds. What’s
provoking, conversational, in th
headlines, what’s occupying peo--

“Like why can’t Bush tal
English? He got a job and h
doesn’t know how he got it. Heé'
can’t believe he’s got it. ‘How di
1 get here? he wants to know
‘This is the last place I expected:
to be”” ’

Comparing Bush to Clinton
Mason believes that “Bush is a*
legitimate person. His hot line is -
to Russia, not the next girlL” i

What’'s Much Ado About:
Everything! about?

Well, everything from th
Internet to the automotive com-
panies, leaving no political stone
unturned.

He'll talk about our society;:
the differences between Jews,
and Gentiles, the elite, and no

Of course he’ll do some impres?,
sions and a shtick or two fro
his past.

don’t forget to duck when 1nsults;«_
fly. £
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Two music festivals, one weekend stirs cont

You’ve got a
decision to
make. And it
won’t be easy.

If you want to
see the best
bands the
Detroit area has
to offer, you'll
either be head-
ing to Ham-
tramck or down-
town Detroit
this weekend. The more ambi-
tious local music supporters
might trek out to both cities to
catch a glimpse of more than 150
bands vying for a little home-
town support.

On March 8, 9 and 10, Ham-
tramck clubs and bars host the
fourth annual Hamtramck
Blowout, a local music showcase
sponsored by the Metro Times. A
portion of the proceeds from the
Blowout benefit the Motor City
Music Foundation, which pro-
duces the Detroit Music Awards.
About 80 of the 99 Blowout
bands are new to the list this
year,

Organizer Anthony Morrow
said the event stays true to its
vigion: “Each year attendees
have the opportunity to catch
acts before they get big. Acts
who wouldn’t normally be given
much exposure are thrust into
the spotlight.”

The spotlight shines also this
weekend on a group of local
musicians who dared to intro-
duce a rival event, the first-ever
Mid By Midwest Music Fest. The

STEPHANIE
A. CASOLA

Detroit-centered benefit will
raise money for HAVEN - a Pon-
tiac-based nonprofit organization
dedicated to eliminating domes-
tic violence, child abuse and sex-
ual abuse through prevention
and counseling. With more than

. . e . » N
Now we just have to maintdin honor the same musicians year

the feeling.” .

Blush’s Amy Anselm isn’t at
all conflicted. Her band is sched-
uled to play both festivals. “This
weekend is one that people
shouldn’t miss, even if you’re not

55 performers in six downtown ™ a big local music fan,” she said.

venues, this two-day festival has
managed to get the local music
community talking.

Exposed

Atomic Numbers guitarist
Zach Shipps said he supports the
idea behind both festivals. “Hon-
estly, anything that gets more
exposure to more Detroit bands
is good,” said Shipps. “And there
are some great bands on both
schedules.”

Shipps and bandmate Jeff
Hupp will join the line up for
The Mood Elevator to play Mid
By Midwest, along with special
guest Brendan Benson. TME
frontman Christopher Plum
sounded excited to get the band
together for this special show,
after going on hiatus in 2000.
“Since I knew the people promot-
ing this show, I felt very much a
piece of it,” said Plum.

Chris Johnston, singer of 19
Wheels, has signed on for the
Blowout, but considers both fes-
tivals a sign of “rejuvenation” in
the scene. “This is the ‘good’ kind
of competition. It’s not about
stuffing ballots, it’s about trying
to get people to come to your
show. It puts a tremendous
amount of fecus on the local
scene for one solid weekend.

In a way, Mid By Midwest is
an evolution of the concept creat-
ed by the Hamtramck Blowout.
Its creators and participants are
musicians well-rooted in the
music scene. The festival cele-
brates their solidarity.

“Both events have their posi-
tives,” said Willy Wilson, radio
host at WDET. “The Blowout
was started as a way to get peo-
ple to come out and check out
local bands in an area where
they could go from club to club
and see bands they always want-
ed to see. I loved that idea.

“The thing I like about Mid By .
Midwest is that the money
raised supports a local charity
instead of an awards show, that
in the past hasn’t really repre-
sented what is happening on the
local music scene.”

DMA’s

The Detroit Music Awards are
meant to honor and offer expo-
sure to local performers each
year. But some musicians, like
Jasper Unfriendly of the punk
rock outfit The Unfriendlys,
question the decision-making
pracess. Opting for Mid By Mid-
west because of its line up, he
too feels the Awards are out of
touch and tend to nominate and

after year. “If an outsider was to
look over the nominees and win-
ners of the Music Awards in the
past, one would think the city
has made no progress and has no

-new talent to offer,” he said.

Radium’s Tabatha Predovich,
however, supports the Detroit
Music Awards. Her band was
nominated for an award last

year. “Everyone can get together

at the State Theatre and meet
and hear other local musicians,”
she said. “Plus, there’s industry
people there. Anything to pro-
mote the local scene is good.”

Morrow, who admits he isn’t a
fan of awards shows in general,
had this to add: “Mid by Midwest
is a direct result of a group of
people feeling like they have
been ignored. Is what they’re
doing the most constructive way
to remedy the situation? Time
will tell.”

. Mid By Midwest is a break
from the established ways of pro-
moting local music: Neil Yee,
owner of Detroit’s Gold Dollar
and MXMW organizer, isn’t
afraid to admit it — calling this
something of a “hippie move.”

“Indie cred and the Detroit
Music Awards don’t go together;”
said Yee. “Rock is supposed to be
rebellious.”

Veering away from the poli-
tics, the loyalties and the hype
surrounding the Detroit Music
Awards, perhaps the most diffi-
cult decision this weekend will
be mapping out a plan to catch
the most music possible in just

MOVIE REVIEW

Film revisits ‘Love Story’ theme

BY JON KATZ
SPECIAL WRITER

Every generation needs its
own Love Story. Baby boomers
had ours with Erich Segal’s 1970
five-hankie job and its dumb
theme line, “Love means never
having to say you're sorry.”

As a Love Story for the new
millennium, you could do worse
than Sweet November, but a
great deal better. Especially con-
sidering its own, even dumber
line, “You don’t need to under-
stand me, you just have to let it
happen.”

Based on the same-titled 1968
film starring the late Sandy
Dennis and Anthony Newley,
Sweet November offers up lanky
Charlize Theron as Sara, a San
Francisco free spirit, and Keanu
Reeves as Nelson, the tightly
wound A-type adman, which is a
triple redundancy if there ever
was one.

They meet at the Department
of Motor Vehicles in one of a
dozen plot holes not adequately
filled. Twirling her crocheted
scarf and baggy sweater sleeves,
Sara lets him know she’s got him
figured out from the get-go: “You
live in a bhox. I can lift the lid and
let in some light.” How? “Come
live with me for one month. No

conditions.” Why? “I have my
reasons.”

In short order, she’s got this
soulless workaholic frolicking by
the Golden Gate Bridge, rescu-
ing puppy dogs and sharing bub-
ble baths. End of story? Don’t be
silly, that’s just the first reel.

She takes an Advil soon after
and it seems the whole Bay area
except Nelson is clued in on
what’s really with Sara and
where this is headed. What’s
worse, we are, too. The road that
writer Kurt Voelker leads us
down has no detours, no exit
ramps, not even a curve, It’s just
a straight shot to the emergency
room.

Theron and Reeves costarred
in “The Devil’s Advocate,” but
here, it's hard to advocate such a
paring. She’s irresistible; he’s in
real need of a personality over-
haul. Together promoting their
current film on a morning news
show, she carried him through
an embarrassing interview dur-
ing which he acknowledged his
inability to answer a question
with more than one syllable,

This mismatch is evident on
the big screen, as well.

More importantly, the film’s
newer version still oozes “sum-
mer of love” hippie banality
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that’s ancient history to and out
of synch with the audience most
likely to see it. They can set
Sweet November in whatever
month they want; it wouldn’t
have hurt to get the century
right,

Keanu Reeves star:

‘Sweet Noveber’:
Charlize Theron and
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Beats: Ibex (Tony Ollivierra of Planet E Records) will

roversy

spin at Detroit’s Lager House this weekend for Mid By
Midwest and at Hamtramck’s Motor for the Blowout.

three days, Whether its Caniff or
Cass Avenue, these events are
bound to bring some great musi-
cians out of the dark.

The Hamtramck Blowout runs
Thursday-Saturday March 8-10
in eight Hamtramck venues. A
schedule of performers can be
seen at www.metrotimes.com.

The Mid By Midwest Music
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writes about popular music for
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papers. She can be reached at:
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THEATIKIR

CENTURY THEATRE: Mind Games

continues through July 29, at the
theater, Detroit. $24.50-$34.50.
(313) 263-9800

DETROIT REPERTORY THEATRE:

Moms Mabley: The Naked Truth

. .continues to March 18, at the the-

ater, Detroit. $15. (313) 868-1347
DETROIT OPERA HOQUSE: Fame,
Tuesday-Sunday, March 13-18.
$55, $35, $25 and $15. (248)
645-6666

. . FISHER THEATRE: Ragtime, the

musical opens March 27 and con-

- tinues to April 15 ($35-$75); Rob

.. Becker's Defending the Caveman

April 18-29 ($35-$45).
FOX THEATRE: Smokey Joe’s Cafe,
starring Gladys Knight, March 27-

-April 1, at the theater. Showtimes
vary. $23.75-$38.75. (313) 983
6611

GEM THEATRE: The Tropical Pickle
continues through Aug. 26, at the
Gem Theatre, Detroit. $24.50-
$36.50. (313) 963-9800

MASONIC TEMPLE THEATRE: The
Civil War starring Larry Gatlin
Thursday-Sunday, March 8-11 ($19-

- $55); The Phantom of the Opera

opens Wednesday, April 25 for &
weeks ($16-$68), at the theater,
Detroit. (248) 645-6666

MEADOW BROOK THEATRE: Killing
Time continues to Sunday, March
11, at the theater on the campus
of Oakland University, Rochester.
Performance times vary. $21-
$37.50. (248) 377-3300/(248)
645-6666; discussions: “From the

" Theater to the Death Bed: The

‘Issues in Review,” a panel discus-

sion, noon Thursday, March 8 on
the Meadow Brook Theatre stage.
Free.

PERFORMANCE NETWORK:
Struggling Truths opens March 16
and continues to April 8, at the
theater, Ann Arbor. (734) 663-
0681

‘ROYAL SHAKESPEARE COMPANY'
Perform a cycle of Shakespeare's
history plays Henry Vi, Parts |, i
and 1l and Richard ili Saturday-
Sunday March 10-11 and 17-18
and Tuesday-Thursday, March 13-
15, at the Power Center for the
Performing Arts, Ann Arbor. $30 to
$80 (stage seats), 4 play cycle
seats $108 to $250 (stage seats).
(734) 764-2538

COMMUNITY
TEEATER

'NOVI THEATERS: The Music Man
7:30 p.m. Friday-Saturday, March

9-10, and 3 p.m. Sunday, March 4
and 11, at the Novi Civic Center
Stage. $15. (248) 347-0400
PLAYERS GUILD OF DEARBORN:
Arthur Miller's All My Sons 8 p.m.

. Friday-Saturday, March 9-10 and

.16-17, and 2:30 p.m. Sunday,
‘March 11, at the theater,

- Dearborn. $11 and all seats are

i
4

reserved. (313) 561-TKTS
‘RIDGEDALE PLAYERS: Carousel 8
- p.m. Friday-Saturday, March 9-10,

16-17 and 23-24, and 3 p.m.
Sunday, March 11; 18 and 25, at
the playhouse, Troy. $13 $12 on

" Sundays for seniors/students; cof-
*fee and sandwich afterglqw includ-

ed. (248) 988-7049

‘ST. DUNSTAN'S THEATRE GUILD OF
CRANBROOK: Crimes of the Heart
8 p.m. Friday-Saturday, March 16-
17, 23-24 and Thursday, March 22,
and 2 p.m. Sunday, March 18, at
the theater, Bloomfield Hills. $12,
$10 seniors/students. (248) 644-
0527. Benefit performance to

- assist Lighthouse of Oakland
* County 8 p.m. Wednesday, March

14 (7 p.m.. refreshments). $50

VILLAGE PLAYERS-BIRMINGHAM:
Agatha Christie’s suspense master-
piece Witness for the Prosecution

"8 p.m. Friday-Saturday, March S-

e

" 10, 16-17 and 23-24 and Thursday,
-March 15, a 2 p.m. Sunday, March

11, at the playhouse, Birmingham.
Call (248) 644-2075 for ticket
information.

COLILEGE

THEATER
BONSTELLE THEATRE: One Flew

Over the Cuckoo’s Nest March 9-
11, at the theater on the Wayne
State University campus, Detroit.
$8-$10. (313) 577-2960
HILBERRY THEATRE: Picnic opens
Friday, March.9 and continues in
rotating repertory through
Thursday, May 10; Shakéspeare's
Cymbeline through April 5;
Antigone by Jean Anouilh runs in
rotating repertory through March

29, performances 8 p.m. Thursday- |

Saturday, 2 p.m. Wednesday and
Saturday, at the theater, Wayne
State University campus, Detroit.
(313) 577-2972

Guide to entertainment in the Metro Detroit area
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Thursda -Saturday, 2 p m‘

turday~

Tickets $19-$50 Thursday and 8 ; nday evemng, $2 7-856 Friday-Satur-

30 p.m. Sunday

YOUTH

PRODUCTIONS

MARQUIS THEATRE: Wizard of Oz
2:30C p.m. Saturday-Sunday, March
1011, 1718, 24-25 and 31 and
April 1, 7-8, 21-22 and 28-29, and
Monday-Friday, Apnit 16-20, at the
theater, Northville, $7.50. Children
under age 3 not admntted (248}
3498110

DEARBORN HEIGHTS CIVIC
THEATRE: Presents the comedy,
Skidding, 8 p.m. Friday-Saturday,
March 9-10, 1617, and Sunday,
March 11, at the Berwyn Center,
Dearborn Heights. $8 adults, $6
students 18 and under/senior citi-
zens. Reserved seating, call (313)
277-7900

PONTIAC THEATRE IV: Up the
Down Staircase; 8 p.m. Friday-
Saturday, March 16-17, 23-24,
Pontiac Northern High School. $7,
students/seniors, $6. (248) 656-
7730

PUPPETART: Purim Shpiel a rod
puppet musical based on the
Biblical Book of Esther 2 p.m.
Saturday, March 10, 17, 24 and
31, at the Detroit Puppet Theater,
Detroit. $7, $5 children. (313)
961-7777

SEPTEMBER PRODUCTIONS: The
Reluctant Dragon, 10 a.m. and
11:30 a.m. Thursday-Friday, March
8-9, Livonia Civic Center Library
Auditorium. $5 ($4 for groups of
20). (248) 615-0414

SPECIAL
EVENTS

CELEBRATE THE ARTS: The Livonia

Mall is celebrating the arts with a
variety of concerts and art forms
through March 14. The Ladywood
High School choir kicks off the cel-
ebration Monday, March 5 followed
by Danny Williams playing jazz and
a range of music. Jim Buckingham
will ptay folk on March 7. The
music continues with the
Schoolcraft Jazz Combo March 12,
and the Redford Madrigal Choir,
March 13. The celebration is a
great way to experience art, some
in a visual way, some hands-on.
Call (248) 476-1160

DAVID COPPERFIELD: Performs
March 23-25, Fox Theatre, Detroit.
$27.50-$45, (313) 983-6611

CHAMPIONS ON ICE: Featuring
Michelle Kwan, Brian Boitano,
Viktor Petrenko, Nicole Bobek,
Rudy Galindo and more, 7:30 p.m.
Friday, April 20, Joe Louis Arena,
Detroit. $25-$55. (313) 983-6606
FAMILY SKATE PARTY: 6-8 p.m.
Saturday, March 10, the. Southfield
Sports Arena. $5 residents, $7
non-residents. Pre-register by call-
ing (248) 354-9603

MARCEL MARCEAU: To perform
briefly during the Ford Honors
Program paying tribute tQ him 6
p.m. Saturday, May 12 in Hill
Auditorium, 825 N. University, Ann
Arbor. The University Musical
Society will present Marceau with
its Distinguished Artist Award at
that time. In addition to the perfor-
mance, there will be a tribute to
his legacy in Ann Arbor and
throughout the world. A benefit din-
ner follows. (734) 764-2538
PEWABIC POTTERY FAIR: Winter
Antigue & Contemporary Art Tile
Fair 20 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sunday,
March 11 at St. George Cultural
Center, 1515 South Woodward,
north of Square Lake Road,
Bloomfield Hills. $5. (313) 822-
0954, Free antique tile appraisal
services and tile instaliation
demonstrations are scheduled
POLISH WEDDING GALA: Marysia
and Janek are getting married and
you’'re invited. The Highlanders’
Wedding Feast: A Polish Evening of
Goralski Tradition, Song and Dance
is Saturday, April 28, presented by
the Polish Alliance Dancers of
Dearborn and the General Pulaski
Polish Language School, cocktails
and hors d'ouevres are followed hy
the wedding, an authentic Polish
feast and entertainment by
MuzaMix, at the American Polish
Cultural Center, Troy. $35, $20 for
children age 12 and under.
Reservations due Friday, April 13.
Call (313) 581-3181 (days), (734)
789-8801 (evenings),

starring John Wayne and Maureen
0’Hara 8 p.m. Friday-Saturday,
March 9-10, and 2 p.m. Saturday,
March 10, organ overtures begin
30-minutes earlier, at the theater.
$3. (313) 531-4407

| Plymouth. $60. (734) 416-4278

REDFORD THEATRE: The Quiet Man

BENEFITS

ANGELS’ PLACE CONCERT:
Features Manfred Dreilech, and
Mark Tisdall and Barbara Ogar per-
forming a variety of music 7:30
p.m. Saturday, March 24, at St.
Hugo of the Hilis Church,
Bloomfield Hills. A free will offering
benefits Angels' Place, a nonprofit
providing Christian homes and ser-
vices for adults with developmental
disabilities. (248) 350-2203
MASKORAIDE FOR COTS: A gala
evening, including a mask auction,
buffet dinner, live music and danc-
ing, to benefit homeless people in
metro Detroit 6:30 p.m. Saturday,
March 10, at the Detroit Yacht
Club, 1 River Bank Road, Belle
Isle. $125, $200 patron. Ccall
(313) 576-0219

ELIZABETHAN ELEGANCE: The
Plymouth Community Arts Council
will hold its annual dinner/auction
fund-raiser Saturday, March 31 at
St. John's Conference Center in

The evening features an musician
Matt Watroba as Henry VIl con-
ducting the live auction. A silent
auction, sumptuous meal and the
auction will be followed by dancing.
A preview of items will be 7-9 p.m.
Friday, March 23 at the arts coun-
cil.

LIGHTHOUSE OF OAKLAND
COUNTY: St. Dunstan’s Theatre
Guild of Cranbrook: Presents a ben-
efit performance of Crimes of the
Heart 8 p.m. Wednesday, March
14 (7 p.m. refreshments), at the
theater, Bioomfield Hills. $50, pro-
ceeds go to help low-income fami-
lies, seniors and individuals in
Oakiand County. (248) 644-0527
RESTRING 2001: Live band extrav-
aganza and silent auction present-
ed by the Musicians Relief Fund 2-
10 p.m. Sunday, March 11, fea-
tures bands such as 2XL, Vizitor,
Austin, the Forbes Brothers, Jello
Shots and Immunity, local comedi-
an Dee Profitt will emcee, at the
Boathouse Tavern & Grill {formerly
Bogeys), Walled Lake (248) 669-
1441.. $15. Proceeds will go to pay
medical expenses for local musi-
cian Pat Murphy who severely
injured his leg in a construction
accident. Call (248) 879-9378
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SHAMROCKS AND SHENANIGANS:
A 5 K charity run 1:30 p.m.
Sunday, March 11, also a chil-

“dren’s run, Irish music, dancers

and food will be provided, at 318
S. Main, Ann Arbor. Proceeds sup-
port Mott’s “Save-a-Heart” at the
University of Michigan Hospital.
(734) 665-2968

WAYNE RESA: Taste, Toast, and
Teach, 6-8 p.m. Wednesday, March
28 at the Detroit Opera House.
Jazz artist Alexander Zonjic is hon-
orary chairperson. $50. Benefits
Wayne RESA Future Teachers
Scholarship Program. (734) 334-
1624

CILASSICATL.

ANN ARBOR SYMPHONY
ORCHESTRA: 8 p.m. Saturday, .
March 10, a playful look at poets,
pianists and other animals in music
by Saint-Saens, Brahms and Haydn,
at the Michigan Theater, Ann
Arbor. $17-$30, discounts for
senjors/children under age 12 and
students. Family concert 4 p.m.
Sunday, March 14, also at the
Michigan Theater, $10, $5 children
through grade 12. (734) 294-4801
BIRMINGHAM MUSICALE: Voices
and Strings, featuring the
Musicaie’s Choral Ensemble and
String Ensemble, 1 p.m. Thursday,
March 8, Birmingham Community
House. (248) 641-1705

CHAMBER MUSIC SOCIETY OF .
DETROIT: Trio Fontenay, 8 p.m.
Saturday, March 10, Seligman
Performing Arts Center, campus
Detroit Country Day School, 13
Mite at Lahser, Beverly Hills. $18
to $67, $15 students. (248) 645-
6666

OU COMPOSERS FORUM: Features
members of the Contemporary
Music Ensemble and music show-

casing undergraduate and graduate

compaositions 8 p.m. Thursday,
March 8, in Varner Recital Hall at
Qakland University, Rochester.
Free. (248) 370-2032

AUDITIONS/
OPPORTUNITIES

BIRMINGHAM-BLOOMFIELD
SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA: Young
Artist Competition for middle and
high scheol instrumental and pianc
students March 12-14, cash prizes.
For an.application, call (248) 645-
2276 or visit the Web site at
www.bbsocompetition.org
MICHIGAN THEATER AND DANCE.
TROUPE: Open audtitions by
appointment on Saturdays at 2
p.m. only, ages 16 and older. Call
(248) 55205001 for audition time.
$25 non-refundable registration
fee. :

NOVI THEATRE'S CHILDREN
ANNEX: Raggedy Ann & Andy audi-
tions, 4 p.m. Tuesday, March 13
and Thursday, March 15, (ages 10-
14), The Novi Center Stage, 45175
W. 10 Mile Road, Novi.
Performances Friday-Sunday, May
18-20. Actors must pay $125 par-
ticipation once cast. (248) 347-
0400

VSA ARTS OF MICHIGAN: The
Southeast Region Committee of
VSA Arts of Michigan (formerly
Very Special Arts Michigan) is
looking for children and adults with
mental and physical challeriges to
perform at its Celebrate Arts-
Ability Festival Friday-Saturday,
May 4-5 at Wonderland Mall in
Livonia. Deadline to apply is
Thursday, March 15. Special
needs school and community
groups and solo acts from the
metro Detroit area will display
their dance, vocal and instru-
mental music achievements at
the festival. Shoppers and per- .
formers will explore their cre-
ativity through hands-on art,
music and movement activities.
For more information or applica-
tions, call (248) 646-3347. The
Southeast Region Committee of
VSA Arts of Michigan is also
locking for applicants for a
scholarship (up to $500) to assist

{ a person with a disability to fur-

ther their creative talent in the

‘areas of visual, performing or

literary arts. To be eligible
artists must be 13-years-old and
up (includes senior citizens) and
must reside in the counties of .
Wayne, Washtenaw, Oakland,
Monree, Macomb, Livingston,
Lenawee or Jackson County.
Deadline for application is
Tuesday, March 20. An applica-
tion must be prepared by the
artist or someone assisting
them. To apply, call Cindy
Babcock at (248) 543-9158 or
send e-mail to
Cindybab@aol.com.

THEATRE GUILD OF LIVONIA-
REDFORD: Is looking for play-
wrights to feature in its One Acts-
travaganza. Scripts accepted until .-
Thursday, March 15. Mail scripts
for consideration to: The Theatre
Guild of Livonia-Redford, 15138
Beech Daly Road, Redford, Ml
48239. (313) 531-0554

TONY ‘N TINA’'S WEDDING: Female
keyboardist/singer needed for
understudy role in the interactive
theater show in Detroit’s Harmonie
Theater. Need to read sheet music
and chord charts for pop/jazz/wed-
ding music. Acting ability a plus.
Equipment provided, Compensated
performance. Call for audition
(248) 388-2700

POPS/SWING

BIRD OF PARADISE ORCHESTRA: 9
p.m. Monday, at the Bird of
Paradise, Ann Arbor. $7 cover.
(734) 662-8310 (big band, swmg,
bop)

DETROIT SYMPHONY CRCHESTRA:
Presents its Pops Series with
Debbie Reynolds 8 p.m. Thursday,
March 8, 8:30 p.m. Friday-
Saturday, March 9-10 and 3 p.m,
Sunday, March 11, at Orchestra
Hall. (313) 576-5114 or via the
Web site at www.detroitsympho-
ny.com :
HFCC BIG BAND: 8 p.m. Saturday,
March 10, at the Masonic Temple
Cathedral Theatre, Detroit. $10.
(313) 845-6470

JIM PARAVANTES & COMPANY:
8:30 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. Friday-
Saturday through April, at
Excalibur, Southfield. (248) 358-
3355

COMMUNITY
B A N I

BIRMINGHAM CONCERT BAND: A
Little Bit of Irish cabaret concert, .
featuring the Straw Hat Band with
Dave Falvay, 3 p.m. Sunday, March
11, Birmingham Groves High
Schoo! cafeteria. 13 Mile Road at
Evergreen, Beverl Hills.
Refreshments served, no charge,
but donations to the band’'s
Interlochen scholarship fund, wel-
comed and appreciated.

C E O RA L

RACKHAM SYMPHONY CHOIR:
Presents David Fanshawe's African
Sanctus 4 p.m. Sunday, March 11,
Fanshawe will give a pre-concert
lecture, at Bethel AME Church,
Warren and St. Antoine, Detroit.
$12 advance, $15 at door. (313)
341-3466

VOICE OF THE SPIRITUAL: 11 a.m.
Sunday, March 1.1, at First Baptist
Church of Detroit, Southfield. (248)
569-2972

0 A7

SPENCER BAREFIELD TRIO: Plus 8
piece strings 8 p.m. Saturday,
March 10, at the Kerrytown
Concert House, Ann Arbor. $10-
$25. (734) 769-2999

BUGS BEDDOW BAND: 8:30 p.m.
to 12:30 a.m. Friday-Saturday,
March ©-10, at Kansas City Grill,
Madison Heights. (248) 589-9900
RON BROOKS TRIO: 9 p.m. Tuesday
and Thursday, at the Bird of
Paradise, Ann Arbor. $5 cover.
(734) 662- 8310

PAUL FINKBEINER'S JAM SESSION'
9 p.m. Sunday, at the Bird of
Paradise, Ann Arbor, $2 cover.
(734) 662-8310

M FLAI-IARTY TRIO: 8:30 p.m. to
"~ 12:30 a.m. Sunday, at Rosie

Q’Grady’s, Ferndale. (248) 591-

9163

DALE GRISA TRIO: 6-8 p.m.
Tuesday, at Sweet Lorraine’s in the
Livonia Marriott Hotel. (734) 953-
7480

LOS GATOS: 9 p.m. Wednesday, at
the Bird of Paradise, Ann Arbor. $5

‘cover. (734) 662-8310

MIKE KAROUB'S DIXIE
SYNCOPATORS: 9 p.m. Friday,
March 16, at Fishbones, St. Claire .
Shores. (810) 498-3000 .
SHEILA LANDIS/RICK MATLE: 7-9
p.m. Friday, March 9 (free), at
Borders, Dearborn. (313) 271-
4442;9:30 p.m. to 1 am.,
Saturday, March 10, at Wood-
Ruff’s Supper Club, Royal Oak..
(248) 586-1519; 1-4 p.m. Sunday,
March 11, at Lily’s Seafood
Brunch, Royal Oak. (248) 591-
5459

MATT MICHAELS TRIO: With trum-
peter Louis Smith 8-11:30 p.m.
Wednesday, March 14 at Ron's
Fireside Inn, 28937 Warren Road
(east of Middlebelt), Garden City.
(734) 762-7756
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MAYSA: 8 p.m. Friday, March 16,
at the Royal Oak Music Theatre.
$25, general admission, $37.50-
$100. (248) 645-6666

OPEN BLUES JAM: With Barefoot
‘Mary 9 p.m. Thursday, March 8, at
Cowleys’ Old Village Inn,
Farmington. (248) 474-5941
SUNNY WILKINSON: First of 3 sets
begins at 9:30 p.m. Friday-
Saturday, March 9-10, at the Bird
of Paradise, Ann Arbor. $10. (734)
6628310

FOLK/

JULIE AUSTIN/DAVID MOSHER:

Children’s music 1 p.m. Sunday,
March 11, at The Ark, Ann Arbor
$7. (734) 763-TKTS
WILL DANFORTH: 7:30-10:30 p.m.
» Thursday, at Duke Humphries Pub,
‘ Rochester Hills. (248) 608-0690
JOHN GORKA: 8 p.m. Thursday,
March 8, at The Ark, Ann Arbor.
$16. (734) T63-TKTS
LEO KOTTKE: 7:30 p.m. Sunday-
Monday, March 11-12, at The Ark,
Ann Arbor. $20. (734) 763-TKTS
RICHARD SHINDELL: With Lynn
Miles 8 p.m. Friday, March 9, at
The Ark, Ann Arbor. $1.3.50. (734
783-TKTS
TODD SNIDER: 8 p.m. Saturday,
March 10, at The Ark, Ann Arbor.
$12.50, (734) 763-TKTS

WORILD
MUSIC

AFTER PARADE PARTY: Featuring

Michael O'Brien and the
Distractions 3:30-7:30 p.m.
Sunday, March 11, at St. Andrew’s
Hall, Detroit. $5. (313) 885-5618
CEOLYOIRI COLEMAN: A group of
musicians, singers and dancers vis-
mng from Ireland will be playing 8
p.m. Tuesday, March 13, at The
‘Ark, Ann Arbor. $15. Proceeds go
_ to the Coleman Heritage Center, a
non-profit group promoting tradi-
tional musical and dance heritage
In Western freland. (734) 761-
1451
FINVARRAS WREN: 9:30 p.m.
Friday-Saturday, March 9-10, at
Cowleys’ Old Village Inn,
Farmington. (248) 474-5941 (lrish
folk)
PAT MCDUNN BAND: 7:30-10:30
p.m. Friday, at Duke Humphries
Pub, Rochester Hilis. (248) 608-
0690 (Irish)

DA NCIE

COUNTRY WESTERN DANCE:
Wolverine Siiverspur Dancers, 7:30-
10:30 p.m. Sunday, March 10,
ltalian American Cultural Center,
Warren. $7, (810) 744-9148,
dij@home.com. Free lesson,
+shacks.
JAZZ/SPIRIT DANCE THEATRE:
Auditions for modern/jazz dancers,
age 18 and up, 7-8:30 p.m.

* Monday and Thursday, throughout
* the month of March, at the theater,
22715 Plymouth Road, between

Telegraph and Outer Drive, Detroit.
{313) 534-0301
M OON-DUSTERS: Ballroom danc-
ing to live bands 8:30-11.:30 p.m.
Saturday, at the Livonia Civic
Center, 15218 Farmington Road,
Livonia. $5. (248) 967-1428
- POLKA BOOSTER DANCE: 3-7 p.m.
Sunday, March 11, at Pvt. John
Lyskawa Hall, Dearborn Heights.
$12. (313) 937-1316/(313) 928-
1822
U-M BALLROOM DANCE CLUB:
Baliroom dance lesson and open
_.gdancing 4-10 p.m. Sunday, at the
_Union Ballroom, Ann Arbor. $2.
(734) 763-6984

COMEDY

ANN ARBOR COMEDY SHOWCASE:

Ben Creed Thursday-Saturday,
. March 8-10, at the club, Ann Arbor.
(734) 296-2080

"EDDIE GRIFFIN: 8 p.m. Saturday,
March 10, at the Fox Theatre,
Detroit. $30-$60. (248) 433-1515
or www,ticketmaster.com

JOEY'S COMEDY CLUB: Blake-
Ciark Thursday-Saturday, March 22-
24, at Paisano’s: at the club,
Dearborn. (313) 584-8885

MUSEUMS .
AND TOURS

ANN ARBOR HANDS-ON MUSEUM:

‘The museéum offers more than 250
interactive exhibits intended to
‘make science fun, at the museum,
‘Ann Arbor, Hours are 10 am. to 5
p.m. Tuesday-Saturday and noon to
5 p.m. Sunday. $6, $4
children/seniors/students. (734)
1995-5439

DETROIT HISTORICAL MUSEUM:

- Wiggle Giggle Workshop series

‘continues 1-4 p.m. Saturday, March
10 with a Cuiture of India
Workshop for children ages 5-12.
$3 per child, preregistration recom-
mended. (313) 833-1262.
“Antiques in Your Attic” lecture
series presents Kenneth Katz, a
local painting conservator 2 p.m.
Saturday, March 11 ($5) (313)
833-1419. Museum admission
$4.50 adults, $2.25 seniors/chil-
dren ages 12-18, no charge for
children 11 and younger.

HENRY FORD
MUSEUM/GREENFIELD VILLAGE:
March is Family Fun Month, “Crafty
Capers Weekend” Saturday-Sunday,
March 10-11, at the museum,
Dearborn, (313) 271-1620

LIVE
MUSIC

ACDC: Stiff Upper Lip Tour, with
Slash’s Snakepit, 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday, May 2, joe Louis
Arena, Detrait. $35.25-$45.25,
(248) 433-1515 (rock)

ALBERTA ADAMS: 7 p.m. Friday-
Saturday, March 9-10, Fox and
Hounds, Bloomfield Hills. Free. All
ages. (248) 644-4800

ARAB STRAP: Saturday, April 14,
The Shelter, Detroit. Details to
come. '

A PERFECT CIRCLE: With Snake
River Conspiracy, Thursday, March
29, on the campus of Eastern
Michigan University, Ypsilanti.
Details to come. {rock)

A THOUSAND TIMES YES: With
O.death, Audra Kubat, Thursday,
March 15, Gold Doliar, Detroit.
(313) 833-6873 -

JOHNNIE BASSETT AND THE BLUES .

INSURGENTS: 10 p.m. Fridays,
Center Street Pub, Detroit. (313)
965-3651

JEFF BECK: 8 p.m. Tuesday, March
13, Fox Theatre, Detroit. $32.50-
$50. (248) 433-1515 (guitar rock)
BLACKMAN AND ARNOLD: CD
Release party, with Francisco Mora
Jazz Quartet, 8 p.m. Friday, March
9, Magic Bag, Ferndale. $7. (248)
544-3030 )

BON JOVE:“One Wild Night Tour
2001” 7:30 p.m. Saturday, July 15,
DTE Energy Music Theatre
(Formerly Pine Knob),
Independence Township. $26-$56.
$3 parking. (248) 645-6666
SARAH BRIGHTMAN: La Luna

. World Tour, 8 p.m. Saturday, March

17, Masonic Temple, Detroit. $35-.
$65. (248) 645-6666

THE BROTHERS GROOVE: 10:30
p.m. Mondays, Fifth Avenue
Billiards, Royal Oak. (248) 542-

| 9922; Thursdays, Music Menu,

Detroit. (313) 964-MENU
BS 2000: 9 p.m. Saturday, April 7,

- Magic Stick, Detroit. $12. (313)

8339700

LT) BUKEM: Friday, April 27, Motor
Detroit, details to come.

THE BUZZARDS:With Cheater
Slicks, Nearly Deads, Saturday,
March 17, Gold Dollar, Detroit.
(313) 8336873

AL CARMICHAEL: 7 p.m. Monday,
March 12, 19, Fox and Hounds,
Bloomfield Hills. Free. All ages.
(248) 644-4800 (blugs)

CHARM CITY SUICIDES: With The
Boldness, Thursday, March 8, Gold
Dollar, Detroit. (313) 833-6873
MIKE “AGENT X" CLARK:
Beatdownsounds every Thursday,
One X, Michigan Ave., Detroit.
www.beatdown sounds com
(house)

MIKE CLARK'S PRESCRIPTION
RENEWAL: Featuring Charlie
Hunter, DJ Logic and Robert
Walter, with special guest
Sugarman 3, 8 p.m. Sunday, March
11, Magic Bag, Ferndale. $15
advance. (248) 544-3030

CHRIS CODISH TRIO: 7 p.m.
Wednesday, March-14, Fox and
Hounds, Bloomfield Hills. Free. All
ages. (248) 644-4800

DELTA 88: 8 p.m. Friday, March 23
Xhédos Cafe, Ferndale. (248) 399-
3946

JASON DENNIE: 8 p.m. Saturday,
March 10, Trinity House Theatre,

Livonia. $10 or $8 for theater mem- |

bers. (734) 464-6302

DISCO BISCUITS: 8 p.m. Saturday,
April 7, Majestic Theatre, Detroit.
$12. (313) 833-9700
DISMEMBERMENT PLAN:With The
Climax Divine, Judah Johnson, 7
p.m. Tuesday, April 3, Magic Stick,
Detroit. $8. All ages. (313) 833- .
9700

THE DONNAS: Bratmobile, The
Mooney Suzuki, 7 p.m. Sunday,
March 18, Magic Stick, Detroit.
$10.All ages. (313) 833-9700
(punk)

DRIFTWEED: 10 p.m. Friday, March
9, 313.jac, upstairs from Jacoby's,
Detroit. $5. 18 and older, (313)
962-7087

EKOOSTIK HOOKAH: Performing for
Hash Bash celebration, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, April 7, Michigan
Theatre, Ann Arbor. $16.75. All
ages. (734) 668-8397 (jam band)
ENGLISH BEAT: Featuring Dave
Wakeling, with Serum, 8 p.m.
Saturday, March 10, Magic Bag,
Ferndale. (248) 544-3030

EVE 6: With VAST, 5:30 p.m.
Saturday, March 10, Clutch Cargo,
Pontiac. $13. All ages. (248) 333-
2362 (power-pop)

TERRY FARMER: 8:30 p.m. Frlday,
March @, Crazy Wisdom Bockstore
and Tea Room, Ann Arbor. (734)
665-2757

GODSMACK: With Staind, Cold &
Systematic, 7 p.m. Tuesday, April
10, Eastern Michigan University
Convocation Center, Ypsilanti.
$27.50. (248) 645-6666

THE GO: With Neil Hamburger, Wolf
Eyes, 9 p.m. Friday, March 23,
Magic Stick, Detroit. $7. (313)
8339700

THE GOSSIP: With The Von
Bondies, Stroker Ace, Thursday,
March 1, Gold Dollar, Detroit.
(313) 833-6873

GRAND FUNK RAILROAD: 8 p.m.
Thursday, March 22, The Palace of
Auburn Hills. $3.47-$22. (248)
645-6666 '

DAVID GRAY: Sunday, April 22,
State Theatre, Detroit. Details to
come. (singer-songwriter)
GUTTERPUNX: With Multgrain, 8
p.m. Saturday, March 17, Magic

Stick, Detroit. $7. (313) 833-9700

DJ MATT HANCHON:Alternative
from 1980’s and 90s on “Love
Factory” Fridays, and alternative
dance Saturdays at The Groove
Room, Royal Oak. Cover charge
after 10 p.m.; also 13th anniver-
sary on Saturday, March 24 at the
club (248) 589-3344.

THE HENTCHMEN: With The
Numbers, Ko & The Midnight
Intruders, The Mood Elevator with
Brendan Benson and special
guests, The Buzzards, Ghostworld,
7 p.m. Friday, March 9, Magic
Stick, Detroit. $10. (313) 833-
8700 5&

AL HILL: Al Hill Trio, 7 p.m.
Thursday-Friday, March 8-9,
Zydeco's, Ann Arbor. (734) 995-
3600; With The Love Butlers, 10
p.m. Friday, March 9, Cavern Club,
Ann Arbor. (734) 332-9900;
Performing solo 6-9 p.m. Monday,
March 12, Mac’s Acadian Seafood,
Saline. (734) 944-6227; 7-9 p.m.
Tuesday, March 13, Zydeco
Lousiana Restaurant, Ann Arbor.
(734) 995-3600; 7:30-11:30 p.m.
Wednesday-Thursday, March 14-15,
336 Main, Plymouth. (734} 454-
8500; 7-2 p.m. Friday, March 16,
Zydeco Lousiana Restaurant, Ann
Arbor. (734) 995-3600.

DJ ERIC HINCHMAN & JOHN
ARNOLD: Techno and house,
Wednesdays, The Groove Room,

‘Royal Oak. Cover charge after 10

p.m. (248) 589-3344

- BRIAN HODGE: 7:30 p.m.

Saturdays, Duke Humphries,
Rochester Hills. Free. All ages.

(248) 601-1100

IDLEWILD AND BRASSY: S p.m.

| Friday, March 30, Magic Stick,

Detroit. $10. (313) 833-9700
(rock)

p.m. Friday, March 30, Royal Oak
Music Theatre, Royal Oak. {248)
06456666

THE KING BROTHERs-With The
Grackels, Wolfman Band, 9 p.m.
Monday, March 26, Magic Stick,

Detroit. $7. (313) 833-9700 (wild

Japanese rock)

MARK KNOPFLER: 7:30 p.m.

Friday, May 4, Fox Theatre, Detroit.
$29.50-$60. (248) 645-6666

KUZ: With Souldozer, Thursday,
March 22, Gold Dollar, Detroit.
(313) 8336873

PATTI LABELLE:With Dave Hollister,
8 p.m. Saturday, March 17, Fox:
Theatre, Detroit. $50.50-$75.50.
(248) 983-6611

"DJ JAY LANGA AND IVAN PASKAL:
1 “Stretch” Sundays at The Groove
Room beginning this month, Royal -

Oak. Cover charge after 20 p.m.
(248) 589-3344

! LEFTOVER SALMON: © p.m.
Saturday, March 31, The Majestic, -

Detroit. $18. (313) 833-9700 -
BOBBY LEWIS AND THE
CRACKERJACK BAND: Thursday-
Saturday, March 8-10, Major
Tooley’s Irish Pub, Northville. (248)
465-1680

GORDON LIGHTFOOT: 8 p.m,
Saturday, April 21, Fox Theatre,
Detroit. $25-$50. (248) 645-6666
DJ MAC D: Funka and Hip Hop,
Thursdays, The Groove Room,
Royal Oak. Cover charge after 10
p.m. (248) 589-3344

MAGGIE, PIERCE & E.J.: 10 p.m.
Monday, March 19, 26, Town
Pump, Detroit. Free. 21 and older.
(313) 961-1929 .

DAVE MATTHEWS BAND: With
Macy Gray, 6 p.m. Sunday, June 3,
Comerica Park, Detroit. Tickets
$49.50 on sale, March 10. (248)
645-6666

LARRY MAXWELL: 7:30 p.m.
Thursdays, Duke Humphries,
Rochester Hills. Free. Ali ages.
(248) 601-1100 '
STONEY MAZAAR & THE
WESTSIDERS: 7 p.m. Friday- .
Saturday, March 16-17, Fox and
Hounds, Bloomfield Hills. Free. All

‘ages. (248) 644-4800

SHANE MACGOWAN & THE POPES:

" 9 p.m. Thursday, March 29,

Majestic Theatre, Detroit. $20;
(31.3) 833-9700

Making contact: Please ;‘UB"mit popular musié items for publication to Stephanie Casola; all others to Li'nda' R
Chomin, two weeks in advance to the Observer & Eccentric Newspapers 36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia 48150 or
by fax_ (734) 591-7279. Items must include the date, time, venue, admssszon price and a telephone number.
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:PAT MCDUNN BAND: 7:30 p.m.
Fridays, Duke Humphries,
Rochester Hills. Free. All ages.

| (248) 601-1100

KENNY MEEKS: 8 p.m. Friday,
March 23, Trinity House Theatre,

“Livonia. $10 or $8 for. theater mem-

bers. (734) 464-6302

) METAPHYS(CAI. JONES: 10 p.m.
- Thursdays, 313.JAC, upstairs from

Jacoby's, Detroit. $5. 18 and over.

(313) 962-7067.
| MID BY MIDWEST MUSIC
BOB JAMES: With Keiko Matsui, 8 -

FESTIVAL: Featuring performances
by The Buzzards, Climax Divine,
Clone Defects, The Come-Ons, The

| Dirtbombs, Driftweed, Fletcher

Pratt, Freddie Fortune & The Four
Gone Conclusions, Ghost Worid,
The Gore Gore Girls, Hemigod, The
Hentchmen, Judah Johnson, Ko &
The Midnight intruders, mMz, The
Mood Elevator, Murder City
Wrecks, New Grenada, The
Numbers, The Octopus, Outrageous
Cherry, The Paybacks, Pirahnas,
Soledad Bros., Stroker Ace, Stun
Gun, Taboo, Them Wranch, They
Come in Threes, The Unfriendlys,
Variac, Waxwings, The Wildbunch
and more, Friday-Saturday, March

1 9-10. Details to come. Proceeds

benefit HAVEN, a shelter for bat-
tered women in Southeast

‘Michigan. The festival is produced

by and for Detroit’s music commu-
nity, The Gold Dollar, The Majestic
Complex, The Old Miami,
Bittersweet Cafe, Octane Grande
and Living Endustries Productions.

See www.mxmw.com.
MOE: 8 p.m. Thursday, March 8,

| Majestic Theatre, Detroit. $15. 18

and older. (313) 833-9700
ANNE MURRAY: 8 p.m. Friday,
March 16, Fox Theatre, Detroit.
$32.50-$50. (248) 433-1515.
N2 SUBMISSION: With Dragon
Tears Decending, Black Purl, Juan
Valdez Love Machine, 10 p.m.
Saturday, March 10, 313,jac,.
upstairs from Jacoby’s, Detroit. $5.
18 and older. (313) 962-7067
ORIGINAL HITS: 7,p.m. Tuesday,
March 13, 20, Fox and Hounds,
Bloomfield Hills. Free. All ages.
(248) 644-4800 (blues variety).
OUTKAST: With Ludacris, Slimm
Calhoun, 8 p.m. Wednesday, March
14, Fox Theatre, Detroit. $32-$50.
{248) 433-1515.
OUTRAGEOUS CHERRY: With The
Dirtbombs, The Junk Monkeys,
Gore Gore Girls, Soledad Brothers,
Stroker Ace, Saturday, March 10,
Gold Dollar, Detroit. (313) 833-

1 6873
.OVERDOSE: 9 p.m. every Sunday,

hosted by DJ Thomas Barnett, Sky
Bar, upstairs from Sangria, Royal
Oak. 21 and older. $5 cover. (248)
543-1964 (techno)

PAIK: With Lab Partners, Halon, -
Friday, March 23, Gold Dotlar,

- Detroit. (313) 8336873

.28, Royal Oak Music Theatre,

'~ April 13, Magic Stick, Detroit. $10. .

| Sunday Night Rehab, 10 p.m.

. . .
Updated Beck: Guitarist
and hot-rod mechanic Jl?ff

-~ Beck comes to Detroit’s

Theatre 8 p.m. March 13
to promote his|latest
recording that proves tech-
no and aging guitar gods .
canmix—-toa surprzszng

appeal. On “You had it
coming,” Beck continues to

strangle unguitar-like
sounds out of his Strats.

- He lets loose his technical
prowess over samplings,
drum machines and other -
studio wizardry. Mixing
time signatures on power -
chords on the lead cut
“Earthquake” is hard rock
candy, while “Nadia” dis-
plays his talents in pro-
ducing far-East tones from
a guztar: The song “Rose-
bud” sounds rather Robert
Frippish with its speed-
driven scales. Beck is
accompanied by some
fuest vocalists that usual-
'y reserve their chores to
the backgrdund on a few .
cuts. This is above all a
guitar record with a bzte.
While too many techno
songs leave a plastic taste
in your mouth, Beck
attacks the genre with as
much energy as a Kansas
tornado. The result is tasty
indeed. Tickets $32.50-
$50. Call (248) 433-1515.

| $5. (248) 399-3946

PARADIME: With Sun, Jocaine,
Black Magic Crossing, 9 p.m.
Friday, March 9, Hamtramck -
Blowout. Details to come. s
MACEO PARKER: Saturday, Aprit © -~

Royal Oak. (248) 645-6666 S
MICHELLE PENN: 8 p.m. Saturday, -
March 24, Magic Stick, Detroit.

$8. (313) 833—9700 (smgersong-
writer) . .
PIERCE PETTIS: 8 p.m. Saturday, -
March 17, Trinity House Theatre, -
Livonia. $10 or $8 for theater mem- .
bers. (734) 4646302 i
THE PROMISE RING: 8 p.m. Frtday, ;

All ages. (313) 833-9700 :
RACHEL AND KAPP: 7 p.m. L
Thursday, March 15, Fox and - .
Hounds, Bloomfield Hills, Free. All

" ages. (248) 644-4800 (blues duo)

RADIUM: With Blush, 10 p.m.
Thursday, March 8, Motor,
Hamtramck. -

RAINER MARIA: With Aloha, New
Granada, 7 p.m. Sunday, March 11,
Magic Stick, Detroit. $7. All ages.
(313) 8339700

ROCKET 455: With The Wildbunch,
Freddy Fortune, Bogue, Blush, New
Grenada, 7 p.m. Saturday, March .
10, Magic Stick, Detroit. $10.
{313) 833-9700

MIKE ROE:8 p.m. Saturday, March
24, Trinity House Theatre, Livonia.
$13-$15. (734) 464-6302
ROOMFUL OF BLUES: 8 p.m. _
Thursday, March 8, Magic Bag,:
Ferndale. $15. (248) 544-3030.
{blues)

JOE SAMPLE: With Layla Hathaway,
8 p.m. Thursday, March 15, Royal
Oak Music Theatre, Royal Qak.
$36-$37.50. (248) 645-6666

D) SHORTROUND: Spins house
along with hosts Ef George and
Kegger from Motor Detroit, for

Supdays, Town Pump Tavern,
Detroit. (31.3) 961-1929 , _
RONI SiZE: 8 p.m. Saturday, March
10, Royal Oak Music Theatre, -
Royal Oak. $22.50. (248) 645-
06666

STEVE SOMERS & VALERIE
BARRYMORE: 7 p.m. Thursday,
March 8, 22, Fox and Hounds,
Bloomfield Hilis. Free. All ages.
(248) 644-4800

RJ SPANGLER TRIO: Featuring
Odessa Harris, 7 p.m. Wednesday,
March 21, Fox and Hounds,
Bloomfieid Hilis. Free. All ages.
{248) 644-4800 . .
STING: With Jill Scott, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, May 19, The Palace of

-Auburn Hills. $39.50-$89.50. (248)

645-6666

THE SUN MESSENGERS: 10 p.m.
Thursday, March 8, Tuesday-
Wednesday, March 13-14
Saturday-Sunday, March 17-18, The
Apollo Lounge, Greektown Casino,
Detroit. (313) 223-299¢ .
SUPERDOT: With The Bomb Pops,

| 8 p.m. Friday, March 16, Magic

Stick, Detroit. $6. (313) 8339700
TANTRIC: 8 p.m. Thursday, March
15, Magic Bag, Ferndale. $8.
(248) 544-3030 .

CARL THOMAS: With Sunshine -
Anderson, 8 p.m. Thursday, March
8, Roya! Oak Music Theatre, Royai
Oak. $31 (248) 6456666

THREE,MEA‘I‘ SALAD FESTIVAL: oA
Featuring Motor City Burgers, Pork @ -
Barrel Salamander, Tastes-Like
Chicken, Friday, March 16, Goid
Dollar, Detroit. {313) 833-6873

TICKELPENNY CORNER: With =
Harbinger's Mile, 8 p.m. Saturday,
March 31, Xhedos Cafe, Ferndale.

U2: with PJ Harvey, 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday, May 30, Palace of
Auburn Hills. Tickets $45-$130.
(248) 645-6666. -
RANDY VOLIN AND SONIC BLUES: . -
7 p.m. Frtday-Saturday, March 23- ‘
24, Fox and Hounds, Bloomfield
Hills. Free. All ages. {248) 644-
4800

THE WAXWINGS:With Climax
Divine, Fletcher Pratt, They Come
in Threes, Judah Johnson, Taboo,
Friday, March 9, Gold Dollar,
Detroit. (313) 833-6873

THE WHITE STRIPES: With the Von -
Bondies, Drum Buddy Badass, &
p.m. Saturday, March 31, Magic
Stick, Detroit. $10. (313) 833-
9700

BROOKS WILLIAMS: 8 p.m.

Saturday, April 27, Trinity House
Theatre, Livonia, $10 or $8 for the- .
ater members. (734) 464-6302 *.

WRISTROCKET: With Blindshot,
Muitigrain, First Come Second, 10
p.m. Friday, March 9, 313.jac,
upstairs from Jacoby's, Detroit. $5.
18 and older. (313) 962-7067
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BY KEELY WYGONIK
STAFF WRITER
kwygonik@oe.homecomm.net

aVinci’s Market — the

name sounds Italian, but

until recently this cozy lit-
tle jewel tucked inside the Hilton
Novi was just another hotel
restaurant trying to please every-
one.

““The look is definitely Italian,”

said Hector Gonzalez, hotel food
and beverage director. “We felt
we needed to be committed to one
venue. We're really focused on an
Italian theme.”
.- Gonzalez and executive chef
Beat Richei of Farmington start-
ed the process of creating new
menu items and training staff in
October.

“It’s an Italian restaurant, but
there’s something for everyone’s
taste. People come here from out
of town and want whitefish,
which Michigan is known for. The
public still likes steaks and pota-
toes,” said Richei, who has incor-
porated his heart-heaithy pasta

“entrees, along with southern
style Italian foods, into the new
menu. The emphasis is on fresh-
ness and lightness. “Everything
is cooked to order, nothing is pre-
made,” he added.

Richei received his culinary
apprenticeship from a five-star
hotel in Zurich and traveled
through Europe, including Italy
and the Far East, studying with
cooks of all backgrounds. He

“ came to the United States in
1962 and began working for
Westin Hotels and Resorts.He

2:30 p.m. Sunday.

for children under 5,
‘day brunch.
‘Highlights:

Cost $8.95 per person.
Also inside the hotel:

DaVinci's Market
Where: Inside the Hilton Novi, 21111 Haggerty Road, (one ‘block
north of Eight Mile Road), (248) 349-4000.
Open: 6:30 a.m. to 11 a.m. daily for breakfast, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
lunch; 5-10 p.m. Tuesday-Saturday, dinner. Brunch 11:30 a m. to

Menu: Emphasis on Italian cuisineé. Lunch menu offers soups, sal-
ads, Italian specialties and sandwiches. Some vegetarian items.

Cost: Moderate, entrees $9.95-$21.95; lunch $8.25-$14.50; Sun-
day brunch $19.95 adults, $10.95 for children age 5-10; no charge

Reservations: Recommended for parties of six or more, and for Sun-
Credit cards: All majors accepted

M Pasta Luncheonr Bar -~ 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. Monday-Friday.

The Sports Edition Lounge - Offers a vanety of appetlzers, soups
and salads, sandwiches and pizza. it's open’3 p.m. to 12:30 a.m.
Sunday-Thursday and until 1 a.m. Friday-Saturday.

On Friday a DJ spins Top 40 records and takes requests 9 p.m. to
1 a.m. Relax to the jazzy sounds of Charles & Gwen Scales 8 p.m.
to 1 a.m. Saturday. Admission $7 per person on Saturday.

opened the Renaissance Center’s

Westin Hotel as executive chef in
1977, Richei also served as execu-
tive chef at Detroit’s Henry Ford
Hospital Heart and Vascular
Institute before joining the Hilton
Novi in May 1997.

While Richei is busy in the
kitchen preparing a sampling of
dishes for me to try, Gonzalez
explains that Sunday brunch is
very popular, but that they're
working to build the luncheon
and dinner business.

A pasta luncheon bar was
introduced on Feb. 26. It includes
a full salad bar, freshly prepared
soup, three pasta choices with

three accompanying sauces, veg-
etable, warm garlic bread, soft
drinks or coffee, all for $8.95 per
person. ’

Our server soon brings out two
appetizers, crab cakes, which are
offered at lunch, and Fritti di

Mozzarella ~ fried fresh moz-

zarella cheese with a balsamic
tomato relish —
The crab cakes are delicate, light-
ly grilled and served with a Dijon
mustard sauce. The mozzarella is
fried in a light tempura batter
and served with a tomato relish
that tastes like summer.

Next, the salad ~ Insalata Cap-
rese. It consists simply of plum

AR ARSI
Always FREE Valet Parking and Self-Parking Without Validation!

Michigan Dgaﬂ
——— 058, yOU'VE got a problem.
Jf§ Cail 1-800-270-7117 for free,
confidentiat help.

If you bet more than you can afford to

For More Information:

1-877-777-0711

www.motorcityeasino.com

MotorCity Casino is an affiliate of Mandalay Resort Group.

MotorCity Casine and
MotorCity Logo are trademarks
of Detroit Entertainment, L.4..C.
© 2001 Detrolt Entertainment,
L.L.C. All sights reserved.
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offered at dinner.

fresh mozzarella cheese dipped in

pesto and served with a balsamic

vinaigrette,

Looking over the pasta selec-
tions on the menu, Gonzalez rec-
ommends Tagliatelle con Salsa
Mare e Monti — chicken and
shrimp sautéed with fresh herbs
in a light tomato broth, served
over tagliatelle pasta ~ and
Tortellini con Pomodori Secchi,
Prosciutto e Funghi ~ cheese tor-
tillini tossed with sun dried

tomatoes, prosciutto and porto- -

bello mushrooms.

Salmone al Forno con Cozze e
Spinaci — broiled salmon with
mussels over a bed of sautéed
spinach - is a feast for the eyes
and palate. The salmon, gar-
nished with julienne vegetables,
is served on top of the spinach,
which is sautéed with a little gar-
lic and a light sauce. A few mus-
sels placed on the plate add
another delicious component.

The atmosphere at DaVincel’s is
relaxing and cozy. A highlight is
Sunday brunch, which features
waffles, an omelet station and

tomatoes, romaine lettuce and

other breakfast items, two carved
items such as ham and prime rib,
a pork and chicken dish, full
salad bar, fresh fruit tray, dessert
table and a sundae bar.

“A lot of people come every
Sunday,” said Richei. “It's a good
spread with a lot of variety and a

DECK oPEHmo SOOR

STROLLING MINSTRAL’S Mon.-Sat. 7-1 ‘
FPIANIST & VOCALIST
Tues.-Sat. 9 - Midnight

41661 Plymouth Road ¢ Plymouth 754-453-2002

Taste of Italy Executwe Chef Beat Richei (left) and
Hector Gonzalez, food and beverage director, present
some of the items on the menu at DaVinci’s Market.

Li&1 lg

nice atmosphere.”

RN\
MITCH
HOUSEY’S

BASH'
Come Celebrate
With Us!
Saturday, March 17 |
Tuesday & Thursday
Dave the DJ
Friday & Saturday
Aahad & Sudden Impact -
Dancing at 8:30 pm

Corned Beef
and Cabbage

$895

28500 Schooferaft
Somplex)
LIVONlA 4255520

AMPLE LIGHTED PARKING
DAILY: MON.-SAT. at 11:00 A.M.

uity Line has
a buﬂgmtgdvam age:

A $50 Home

gift card.

Stahdard Federal Bank's E,qiﬁty Line lets you
tumn big purchases into tiny payments.

* One of the lowest home equity rates in town - o
* Prime minus 1/2%" on lines of $100 000 B

and more

¢ Interest-only payments

* A $50 Home Depot gift card when you open

with a $10,000 draw

¢ And much more! -

Sign up today at your Standard Federal *
Banking Center or by calling us toll-free at:

1-877/732-8240

Helping You Along The Way"

Depot

Standard Fedsral Bank
Member. of the ABN AMRO Group .

www.standarﬁ!edmlbank.cam

@ Member FOIC
©2001 Swmrd Federal Bank

* Prime is the hzghest Prime Rate as published in the “Money Rates" section of The Wall Sbvet]oamal M
on the last publishing day of the calendar month immediately precedmg the billing cycle, -
On December 29, 2000, Prime was 950%. Prime is a variable rate; as it changes, the APR on your
account will change. The maximum APR is 213, A balloon payment will result at the end of the K
10-year draw period. Standard Federal's home equity lines of credit are limited to owner-occupied s
1-4 unit pr!ncfpal family residences and are subject to 1o less than a second lien positlon on

your property. You must carry insurance on the
required if necessary. There is a $35 annual fee
concerning the deductibility of interest.

‘The Home De gt is a reglslered trademark of Homenj TLC, Inc. The Home Depot is not affiliated

‘with Standard

53 ma. -

Standard
Federal

AL

rty that secures this loan. Hood insurance
r the first year. Consult your tax advisor
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