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Your hometown

ton viewers.

BY ToNY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER
tbruscato@oehomecomm.net

Lights, camera, action.
For the first time, cable television
cameras have begun showing up at

Canton Township is
showing Plymouth-Canton school board meet-
ings on cable. But the meetings, which began
airing in January, are available only to Can-

Lhe kb w oW ™
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newspaper serving Canton for 26 years |

Canton Mzchlgan

lcking up the tab for

Related editorial, A6

Piymouth Canton Board of Education

meetings, taping them for re-broadcast begin broadcasting meetings to the
after getting

on local cable access channels,
However, unless you're 2 Canton res-

Truckin’

Canton

ot-rodders

ready for Cobo show

BY ALICE ASHMORE
STAFF WRITER

The country’s oldest custom car show
has local motorheads polishing the
paint on their vintage hot rods, or just
planning a pilgrimage to see the latest
and greatest in custom cars.

The Detroit Autorama, billed as

America’s Greatest Hot Rod Show,

takes place Feb. 23-25 at Cobo Center
in Detroit. It has been described as,
“the granddaddy of the hot rod craze”
Last year, more than 160,000 people
attended the two-and-one-half-day
event.
Canton resident Sam Inzano, a 41-

year-old mechanic, is unveiling his
restored bright orange 1966 Volkswa-
gen Beetle at the Détroit Autorama.

“I just finished it yesterday. It was a
total off-body restoration,” Inzano said
last week. v

Inzano made a number of modifica-
tions to the vehicle, “It has a whole
new tweed interior, I lowered it, and I
replaced the engine with a Volkswagen
2110

He estimates the engine makes 175
horsepower. It also sports alloy spoke
wheels and a “banjo” style steering

‘wheel.

Please see AUTORAMA, Ad

Planners OK land use

for church’s

- - M

daycare

BY CAROL MARSHALL
STAFF WRITER
cmarshall@oe.homecomm.net

Despite protests and a petition from
the community, the Canton Township
Planning Commission Monday recom-
mended approval for a special lind use
request and site plan for Abundant
Life Church’s new recreation facility
and day-care center. .

The church, located on Hannan Road

ABUNDANT LIFE

south of Palmer, proposed a 6,870-
square-foot facility, which includes a
700-square-foot, four-room day care.
The church’s neighbors pleaded with
the commission at its previous regular
meeting Feb. 5 to deny the church’s
request. Hannan Road residents said
since the paving of their road one and
a half years ago, traffic on Hannan

Please see DAYCARE, A3

ident with cable television, replays of
the meeting are still unavailable.

For the last three board meetings,
Canton Community Television sent its
cameras into the board room, taping
the meetings and rebroadcastifig the

. sessions. Supervisor Tom Yack said

he’d been in discussion with school dis-
trict officials for more than a year, try-
ing to find out when the district would

Cs vy

©2001 HomeTown Commumcat;ons Network™

School cablecasts are Ilmlted

nowhere, he decided to begin broad-
casting the meetings for Can’con resi-
dents,

“We believe it’s a pnonty for our resi-
dents to see the issues and topics pre-
sented at the school board meetings,”
said Yack. “We want the meetings
broadcast because it allows our resi-
dents to become more knowledgeable,
and may encourage more Canton resi-

publiec,

dents to run for the. school board.
Please see CAW

Trustees
moving
on permit

B NEW HIGH SCHOOL

BY CAROL MARSHALL
STAFF WRITER
cmarshall@oe homecomm,net

The impending threat of work stoppage at the new
high school site hanging over their heads, Canton
Township trustees indicated Tuesday they would
make concessions on issuance of a Water and sewer
permit.

€anton Municipal Services Director Aaron Mach-
nik suggested the board could vote next Tuesday to
approve only those parts of the site’s plans which are
not in dispute, such as the educational facility, the
existing football fields and new baseball fields,

“You could approve these so the school district can
get its sewer and water permits and proceed with
construction actlvgties, and not put in jeopardy the
public’s trust in the school district, and quite frankly,
the township,” Machnik said.

Canton’s planning commission last month denied
approval of the school’s site plan, triticizing the
school district’s placement of a junior varsity stadium
which butts up to residential property. The stadium
plans dncluded 70-foot lights and 15-row bleachers,

. and would be the site for junior vars:nty and freshman

soccer, football and track.

The planning commission asked the school d1s'
trict’s project architect, Dan Jerome, to consider mov-
ing the stadium and place a less intrusive activity,

such as tennis courts, near the North Pointe subdivi-
sion property lines.
So far the district has not budged the stadium.
Trustee Melissa McLaughlin said North Pointe res-

Please see PERMIT, A5

STAFF PHOTO BY PAUL HURSCHMANN

Hot wheels: Ray Savage of Canton stands with the International
Harvester truck he refurbished. He'll show i off this weekend at
Autorama at Detroit’s Cobo Center. '

BY ALICE ASHMORE
STAFF WRITER

It won’t be an
April Fool’s joke if
you hear that

water and sewer
- rates will increase on April 1.

The projected rate hike is based on
the year 2000 water rate increase by
the City of Detroit, said John
Spencer of the Township finance

Latest water rate
hlke set for Aprll 1

Canton Township

department,

“The proposed increase is 24 cents
per 1,000 gallons of Water, based on
the year 2000 increase,” Spencer. |
gaid. -

He noted the increase is still
under legal review and would need
to have the approval of the Town- -
ship Board to go into effect.

“We estimate the average house-
hold uses 30,000 gallons per quarter,

Please see WATER, Ad
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Playscape group plans Feb. 28
kickoff for Leadership project

BY CAROL MARSHALL
STAFF WRITER
cmarshall@oe. homecomm.net

The Canton Playscape could
use a few good friends, so the
Leadership Canton Playscape
Committee is hosting a reception
to welcome helpers.

The Canton Chamber of Com-
merce and Leadership Canton
are hosting the reception at 7
p.m. Feb. 28, .at the Summit on

the Park Arts II Room, to recog-
nize former Friends of the
Playscape and focus on future
playscape construction opportu-
nities.

Leadership Canton participant
Rob Bovitz said he hopes the
reception will re-organize and
re-energize the 30-member
group that built the playscape
six years ago.

Bovitz said the group will plan

maintenance projects beyond the
township’s commitment to the
playscape near the Summit, as
well as examine constructing
another playscape elsewhere in
the township.

“We're really looking for lead-

ership for this new committee,”
said Bovitz. “Maybe parents of
children who use the playscape,
or members of the community
who just want to help.”

Canton student in bake-off contest

Canton student Nathan Reno
is one of 10 of the area’s most

creative kid cooks tying on their
aprons to compete at the

UPDATE
Presented by
Hands On Center For Physical Therapy

HAMSTRUNG

A hamstrung strain involves
excessive stretching or tearing of
muscle fiers at the back of the
upper leg, An acute strain can occur
during an isolated athletic activity as
a result of a chronic condition that
has rendered the muscle weak and
vulnerable. For example, a softball
player may endure a hamstring
sprain while sprinting to first base. A
chronic strain is often associated
with persistent repetitive stress.
Runners are especially susceptible to
chronic hamstring strains. After
initially treating the injury with rest,
ice, compression, and elevation
(RICE), the physical therapist will
introduce a program of gentle
stretching and muscle strengthening,
This may involve resistance training

sitting,

PS. As a general rule of thumb, any activity that elicits pain near the injured
site may be causing further injury and wil! only hamper the recovery eftJ

Dmmsimnes

with elastic tubing attached to the 2
ankle and bending the knee while

If you find yourself experiencing
the same pain or injury again and
again, it's time to ask your doctor for
areferral to the HANDS ON CENTER
FOR PHYSICAL THERAPY. In
addition to sports medicine and
physical therapy, we provide a wide
range of manual therapies and
massage {administered in closed
rooms versus cubicles for your
comfort and privacy). To schedule a
consultation and exam at our
facilities, located at
Avenue, Suite 20, in Plymouth,
please call 445-8370; day and
evening appointments available.
Most insurance plans accepted.

470 Forest

ort.
L1 0261 90

LUNCH & DINNER SPECIALS
Now through March 3¢d

inese-American, Poiynesian
and Mandarin Cuisine

Carry Out

44515 Ann Arbor Rd. (at Sheldon) » Plymouth

While people tend to vomit only when they
are ill, vomiting is more common in cats.
Even & cat showing no signs of illness may
vornit. Two common causes of feline vomiting
are stomach upset from overeating and
hairbalis. If the vomiting cceurs after eating,
the cat may: be throwing up undigested food.
This problem is more common in cats whose.
owners foed them only at certain times of the
day, which may condition a cat o overeat.
QOwners can alleviate the problem by serving
smailer portions of food throughout the day.
A different brand of food may also help. To
prevent hairballs, give the cat a hairball
tubricant on an empty stomach and comb
and brush it frequently.

Elizabeth
Routson,

YOUR CAT'S TUMMY TROUBLES

D.VM.

For more advice about feeding and caring
for your cat, please contact PARKWAY
VETERINARY CLINIC. Dr. Neualt or myself,
or one of our other doctors can describe
routine animal care. When your pet is ill, we
will carefully examine the animal and
thoroughly explain any recommended
treatments. Visit either of our two focations at
41395 Wilcox Rd. in Plymouth, tel. 734-453-
2577, or 5750 Litley Rd. in Canton, tel. 734~
981-4400. We're open six days a week for
your convenience.

P.S. Seek medical attention for a cat that
vomits green or orange liquid (bile) or that is
also experiencing weight loss, dlarrhea, and
lethargy.

£1027001

Have you been...
DENIED CREDIT?

Are your interest rates
TOO HIGH?

Is your bad credit
OLDING YOU BACK

Kroger/Pillsbury Kids’ Bake-Off
contest on Saturday, Feb. 24.
The finalists, ages 9-13 years
old, will prepare their original
recipes in mini-kitchens at the
Novi Kroger store, located at
Grand River and Beck roads.
The grand prize winner in the
Kroger/Pillsbury Kids” Bake-Off
Contest will earn an expense-
paid trip for four to the national
finals in Orlando on June 16-19.
First prize and second place

prizes are Doughboy Prize Pack-

ages, valued at $500 each. Third
through ninth prizes each
receive a $200 savings bond.

981-190
g.oo Famlly Twillght 4-6pm dﬂilz
'$4.75 Kids & Seniors all shows
$5.00 DAILY Matinees tit 4pm

$5.75 with Student iD

Ford Rd 1Mile W, of 1-275. _

{'$5.75 Late Shows Frl & Sat I IR Ak
¢ No Passes -D&GITQL.SYEREU-_

Unjimited Free Drink & .25¢ Corn Refilis
MOVIE. GUIDE

3
i}

- 0 IIANHIBAL (Fl)

" 1:50, 4:20, 7:00, 9:30
wznnmc PLAHNER (PG 13)
s 2:10, 4:30, 7:2
: cnoucnms TIGER mnneu

1505008180

[ NOMIRATED FOR 5 ACADEMY AWARDS
12:00, 3:00, 6:15, 9:10

COURON
FREE

} Bag of Buttery Popcorn
i k ONE FREE WITHTHIS AD O o¢
ST TS T

robbery early Tuesday mornmg
at a Michigan Ave :
poliee said. -

The woman was asleep
room at the Maplelawn MoteI
when two men broke in and

Canton Police Sg‘h- Charles
Rayceraft, A
described as being
American, 30 to 35 yes aid

hooded shirt, produced a hand-
gun and pointed it at her while
demanding the money.

A second suspect, whom she
described as being African-
American, approximately 30

a heavy build and wearing
sweat pants, rummsaged
through her dresser drawers

closed amount of cash.

described as a dark-colored

was the‘vmtzm of an armed

demanded money, according to. )

years old, 5-feet Q-inches, with

and coat and took an undxs~ :

The men then fled the room » “
and left in what the victim =

feet tall with a medium build "~ *
and wearing blue jeans and &

8 d they dxd not
ny bills, o do
h 3

have ‘been instructed to be on
cout for ceunterfext bills.

; cashaer at é Sheldon Road

f;was able to ni
conventence store nearly foiled

characters on his licen

Cablecasts ;..

“The school district is the sec-
ond largest employer in Canton,
and we were encouraging the
school district to make it a prior-
ity to broadcast the meetings,”
added Yack. “The school board
doesn’t see it as a high priority.”

The issue for Plymouth-Can-
ton Schools has been to find the
money for equipment and per-
sonnel. Communities such as
Canton and Plymouth received
tens of thousands of dollars for
studios and equipment from
local cable companies as part of
franchise agreements.

However, board president Dar-
win Watts said if the meetings
are being shown in Canton, it'’s
probably time the issue was
made a priority.

“It’s a great idea to televise the
meetings. It opens up communi-
cation to those who want to stay
in touch,” said Watts. “We're
currently in our mid-year budget
review, and I think the board
would see it as a priority. If
Canton residents are able to
watch the meetings, it should be
made available to all the resi-
dents in our district.”

Yack said he doesn’t feel an
obligation to show the broad-
casts to other communities, such
as Plymouth and Plymouth
Township, although CCTV has
the capability to play the tapes
through the local access chan-
nels of those communities.

“Why would we?” asked Yack.
“It’s really the school district’s
responsibility to communicate
with their constituents. We are
taping the meetings because the
school district isn’t, and we feel
it important for our constituents
to know what is occumng at the
meetings.

“Money isn’t the issue. Mak-
ing it a priority to communicate
with the public is,” said Yack.

Judy Evola, director of commu-
nications for Plymouth-Canton
Schools, said she’s meeting with
CCTV representatives to deter-
mine cost issues.

“I'm brainstorming ideas with
Mike Ager and Dave Harris (of
CCTV) on how we can work
together to get the meetings tele-
vised for everyone in the dis-
triet,” said Evola. “After Dave
calculates cost estimates for

labor and equipment, I will con-
tact other municipalities to see
how we can work together.”

The district includes the com-
munities of Canton Township,
Plymouth, Plymouth Township,
Salem Township, Northville
Township and Superior Town-
ship.

Evola said the district has
been communicating with its
residents via newsletters, the
district’s cable television channel.
and Web site. However, the
expense for taping meetings Has,’
at least in the past, been toov
costly. ki

“Communicating with the com-: - -
munity is a top priority,” said
Evola. “We've looked into taping
the meetings, but the equipment:
and labor costs have been pro-
hibitive, The Plymouth-Canton’
School District is appreciative of
Canton Township for taping the
Board of Education meetings.”

Plymouth-Canton Board of
Education meetings can’ be
viewed by Canton residents on
Friday, Saturday and Sunday at
9 p.m. on Americast channel 10
and MediaOne channel 12.

Wanta roqt Rate ona
arket Account?

oney Market
ccount

with rates as high as

If you live or work in Plymouth, Canton, Northville, or Novi,

it’s as close as your own backyard.

Anniversary

Commumty

== Federal

CRE‘D-lT WUNION "

AT YOUR SERVICE.
IN YOUR COMMUNITY.

Call or Stop In Today!

(734) 453-1200
(877) YES- GEGU

37 .12

Plymouth
50}(1)1%. Harvey

Canton
6355 N. Canton Center Rd.

Northville
400 E. Main St.

www.cfcu.org

*Rates as of 2/14/0] and subject to change without notice. The 5.63% APY applies to Prestige Asset Management Account with balances of
$50,000+. Other accounts available: Asset Management Account - 5.00% APY for balances o%

for balances beginning at $5,000. If the minimurn balence is not maintained, the account will not eam dividends. Low balances may result in
testricted access ot the reclassification of the account.

$20,000 or more and Money Market Account 2.35% APY

Youl 4 HGEIES 1 sred 50 $I0A LD

NCUA

ATl Coeht 1o ADREY.ST00 4145

Equal Oppontunity Lender.
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Arts appreciation

Council works at raising
awareness tn community

BY BRAD KADRICH
STAFF WRITER
bkadrich@oe.homecomm.net

Mor more than 30 years, the
B Plymouth Community
B Arts Council has tried to
raise arts awareness in the
community, particularly
through the impressionable
eyes of its youth.

The council’s latest project is
another effort to do just that.

The new “Passport to Arts
and Culture” program, a coop-
erative effort between the
PCAC, the Plymouth Historical
Society and the Plymouth Sym-
phony, will encourage young
people to attend events for all
three cultural groups through-
out next school year. Participat-
ing students will be given a doc-
ument similar to a passport,
which will be stamped when
the student attends an event.

Incentives will be given to
complete the passport by year’s
end. The program is being par-
tially funded by a $14,000 grant
from the state; the three orga-
nizations will have to raise the
rest of the estimated $35,000
for the program.

“These young people really
do, when they’re encouraged,
express themselves through
art, or music or the theater,”
said Stella Greene, the council’s
development director.

It’s just another way to get
the word to youngsters about
the arts. The council also has a
portfolio program in the school
system, which puts 100 portfo-
lios of completed works, along
with teaching manuals for par-
ents. Volunteer parents go
through the portfolios with the
students.

“We’re really advancing the
knowledge of parents as well as
kids,” Green said. “Parents end
up doing more research on their
own.”

It's the brainstorm of the

B ‘There wasn’t enough
art appreciation in our
schools. Teachers did-
n’'t have the time to
give to arts.’

—Joanne Wilkelman Hulce

original founder of the PCAC,
Joanne Winkelman Hulce who,
30 years later, is still very
involved in the council. It was
her desire to take art into the
schools. If the mountain won’t
come to Mohammed, Hulce
decided to take Mohammed to
the mountain.

“There wasn’t enough art
appreciation in our schools,”
said Hulce, who founded the
council in 1969 over a coffee
shop in Plymouth. “Teachers
didn’t have the time to give to
arts. This council started with
education programs in the
schools. We expanded from
there, but that was always the
main goal.”

Much of what the PCAC does
is geared toward kids. For
example, the Isbister Collection
will feature children’s art in a
formal setting in May and
June. The council’s children’s
theater program features the
Whistle Stop Players, giving
children the chance to experi-
ence the theater. And the stu-
dent-run Teen Drama Club
runs quarterly productions.

“What more is the arts but a
way for kids to express them-
selves?” Greene said. “You don’t
have to re-create the wheel; you
just use the wheels you already
have available.”

While the council is keen on
raising awareness among
young people, one of its biggest
pushes right now is to pump up

the volume in the business com-
munity. With approximately 50
businesses listed as members
now, the council is aiming at
quadrupling that to 200 this
year.

Greene and executive director
Jennifer Tobin are hoping local
businesses can get excited
‘about the passport program,
drawing them into support of
the PCAC in the process.

“Traditionally, the business
community hasn’t supported
us,” Greene points cut. “But we
feel we're a tremendous asset to
the business community. We
bring people to town, even if it’s
just to walk through downtown
for something like concerts in
the park. We certainly improve
the quality of life in the com-
munity.”

The PCAC counts on mem-
berships, available in a variety
of monetary values, and its
biggest fund-raiser, the upcom-
ing dinner/auction, to keep the
coffers full. The council hopes to
build its overall membership
list, which has grown to more
than 450.

“We're very proud of that.”
Greene said. "The dinner auc-
tion and memberships are the
main ways we keep a roof over
our heads, the doors open and
the programs going. We'd like
to see more people not just be
members, but utilize us.”

The PCAC, located in the
Joanne Winkeiman Hulce Cen-
ter on Sheldon, is availabte for
rent for meetings, conferences
and the like. It also hosts plays,
classes and seminars.

All of that makes up what
Hulce has come to love. It's
what keeps her active in the
council.

“When you believe so much in
something, 'and you're getting
back from it,” she said, “it’s no
longer about giving and receiv-
ing.”

Stagecraft: Plymouth
Community Arts Coun-
cil Director Jennifer
Tobin (above, right)
leads the cast of the
Whistle Stop Players,
who are rehearsing for
the upcoming produc-
tion “T H.E. Club,”
which stands for “Try
Helping the Environ-
ment.” In the photo at
right, Cameron Dunn of
Canton, 14, dances dur-
ing a rehearsal. The
group will perform May
4, 5, and 6 at the PCAC,
and then take the show
on the road to local com-
munity groups and ele-
mentary schools. For
information, call (734)
416-4278.

STAFF PHOTOS BY PAUL HURSCHMANN

Canton teen competes
for state title on Feb. 25

Melissa Hamm, 12, of Canton
recently won the title of Miss
Junior Canton West Pre-teen
and will be competing for the
title of Miss Junior Michigan on
Feb. 25.

Melissa is the daughter of Mr.
and Mrs, Mike First of Canton.

She attends Agape Christian
Academy and is active in cheer-
leading, volleyball, basketball
and her church.

The winner of the state
pageant will travel to New York
to compete for the title of Miss
Junior America.

Melissa Hamim

Daycare from page Al

Road has been dangerously fast.

Further, they said, the addi-
tion of a day-care facility would
increase Hannan Road traffic
during peak periods in the morn-
ing and afternoon.

Project architect Patricia
Burst said a traffic study indi-
cated during the hours of 7 and
9 a.m., 28 cars would enter the
facility and 22 cars would exit.
Between 4 and 6 p.m., 23 would
enter and 29 would exit.

The Rev. Fred Weaver attend-
ed the commission meeting Mon-
day to answer questions,

Commissioner Catherine
Johnson asked if he had the
opportunity to meet with the
Hannan Road residents.

“I have not contacted them,
nor have they contacted me,”
Weaver said.

Johnson explained she had
hoped a meeting would have
taken place before the planning
commission meeting, and that
very often such a meeting can be
a useful tool in resolving differ-
ences.

Commissioner Robert Wade
suggested that because most of
the Hannan Road residents’
complaints are outside the scope
of the planning commission, the
church should team with its resi-
dents to lobby the county to have
the speed limit reduced.

Weaver nodded and acknowl-
edged the residents’ concerns,
but said paving the road has not
caused motorists to drive faster
than they did on the gravel road,

B ‘I think there's some
fences that need to be
mended in the neigh-
borhood.’

—Sue Dodson,
planning commissioner

and most drivers sped along
Hannan Road even before it was
paved:

Wade also questioned Weaver
about possible expansion of the
day care.

“How do you anticipated hav-
ing a successful day-care opera-
tion with 32 children?” Wade
asked. “It doesn’t seem to have a
big enough base.”

Weaver said the small day
care would provide enough
income for the church to pay for
the addition, and still cost 20 to
25 percent less than the average
weekly full-time day-care rate of
$135.

“I want the public and the
commission to be aware that we
work very hard as a church to
reach out to our neighbors and
be good to our community,”
Weaver said.

Commissioner Sue Dodson rec-
ommended Weaver invite the
neighbors for a meeting to dis-
cuss their concerns.

“I think there’s some fences
that need to be mended in the
neighborhood,” she said.

“I’'m not sure what can be
done,” Weaver said. “We just
want to get along.”

*This offer is good February 22 through March 1, 2001 only while supplies last. One per cusiomer, please.
Fairdane Town Center, Dearborn {313) 336-3070. Monday through Saturday 10 to 9; Sunday 12 to 6.
The Somerset Collection, Big Beaver at Coolidge, Troy {248) 643-9000. Monday through Friday 10 to 9; Saturday 10 to 7; Sunday 12 1o 6.
VISIT SAKS.COM 24 HOURS A DAY.
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water from page‘AI

which translates to a $7.20
increase per quarter,” Spencer
said. “Our average water bill is
under $100.”

The rate increase breaks down
to four cents for water and 20
cents for sewer. “The water supply
is fairly stable. It requires a lot
more activity and expense to clean
up sewage.” '

Most residents take the increas-
s in stride, Spencer said.

“We do get some people who
complain. It-is generally when
they get their summer water bill
in the fall.”

He said the disparity between

water and sewer rates has some -

residents lobbying for separate
water meters for their lawn and
garden irrigation.

Spencer said that implementing
such a system in the Township
would be costly and labor inten-
sive.“We would face a number of
issues there,” he said. “We still
have to pay sewage costs for mis-

He explained that the over-
watering of lawns causes water to

February

March
Apnl‘

enter storm drains and get into
the sewer system. “Lawn water
does get into the sanitary sys-
tem.”Separate meters would also
require additional meter readings
and plumbing changes in the
homes requesting a dual meter
system.

The Townshap is not consider-
ing the issue of dual meters at
this time. “We think that the cur-
rent system is generally fair,”
Spencer said.

Residents will be looking at a
second water rate increase next
year as the City of Detroit has
raised its rates once again,

Because of differences in the
City of Detroit and Canton Town-
ship’s fiscal years, the latest rate
hike will take effect next year.

“We'll evaluate that in the 2002
budget,” Spencer said.

Spencer said Detroit water rates
to suburban communities are
based on three factors: The dis-
tance from the water plant, the
elevation of the community and
the peak flow used Ly the commu-
nity.

Autorama from page Ai

But the Volkswagen bug will

not be some tarted-up trailer

queen, “I intend to drive it,”
Inzano said

Inzano is a mechanic at Akron
Tire in Garden City.

His love of VW beetles goes

‘back to his childhood. “I just-

loved them from when I was a
kid.”

He estimates that the car, once
worth about $1,6800, is now worth
about $23,000. But his love has
its price. “If someone. loves it
more than I do - it’s gone.”

He hopes the car will appear.
either in Hot VW magazine or in
VW Trend magazine.

Canton resident Ray Savage

plans to show his prize-winning
1966 International Pickup at the
‘Autorama.

“I found it at a junkyard in
West Branch, Mich. It was about
three weeks from being crushed,”
Savage said.

He decided to save the car
from the crusher because. “I
thought it was unusual. You
don’t see many International
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pickups anymore.”

Savage, 42, has made some
modifications to the once docile
truck. “It is more of a street
rod.” He has added a 455-cubic-
inch Oldsmobile engine and a
turbo 400 transmission.

The pickup is a light jade
green with a dark green frame,
with a custom tweed interior:
The original wooden bed has
‘been replaced with oak planks
separated by stainless steel
strips.

“l1 did the entire restoration
myself. It took me, on and off,
about a year and a half.”

He said the International is
“The type of truck only a father
could love. I like the lines of the
International.”

Savage’s truck has won its
share of prizes. “I took it to the
Canton Liberty Fest and toock
first place in my category.
Almost every show I've entered I

STAFF PHOTO BY PAUL HURSCHMANN
‘Horsepower: A look under the hood of Ray Savage’s.
1966 International chkup.

have won first place.”

“The hardest part of the
restoration process was finding
parts,” Savage said. Much of the
bodywork he had to fabricate
himself.

“It is a very rare truck — espe-
cially in Michigan. It is hard to
find a nice ond,” Savage said. |

Savage, the owner of Savage
Rod and Custom, has no plans to
sell the vehicle. “I wouldn’t sell
it. I've got a lot of hours in it.”

The 49th annual Autorama
will also feature a host of celebri-
ties, including Catherine Bach
and John Schnieder from the
cast of The Dukes of Hazzard,
and actor Paul La Mat, who
played John Milner in American
Graffiti, will be on hand to meet
fans and sign autographs.

Detroit Lion Stephen Boyd will
meet fans on Sunday, Feb.. 25
from 1-3 p.m.

National Hot Rod Association

race drivers Tony Schumacher.
and Tony Pedregon will be on
hand to sign autographs on Fri-
day, Feb. 23, from 7-10 p.m.
Autorama visitors can enjoy
plenty of action at the Autorama
Action Arena, including the Cre-
ative Sports Extreme Sows, the
Lowrider Hydraulic Showdown
and Team Extreme Motorcycle
Trials. These events will take
place throughout the Autorama,
The best in souped-up street
rods from all over America come
to Detroit to compete in the GM
Performance Parts Show Car
Series, and for the coveted
Ridler Award, for the best vehi-
cle shown for the first time.
Other exhibits at the Autora-

ma include the A&W Rockin’

Roadster Display, featuring more
than 20 original roadsters dis-
played just as they would be at a
drive-in from years ago.

The Cavalcade of Kustoms,
sponsored by Eagle One, features
20 vehicles that exemplify cus-
tom cars of the 1950s.

Got a hankering for hogs? Over
100 custom Harleys and other
motoreycles will be a part of the
Great American Motorcycle
Show presented by Motor City
Harley Davidson.

Other features at the Autora-
ma include the 13th annual Col-
lector Car Corral and the 10th
annual Toy-A-Rama.

Autorama hours are Friday,
Feb. 23, from 4-11 p.m., Satur-
day, Feb. 24, 10 a.m. to 11 p.m,,
and Sunday, Feb. 25, 10 am. to 8
p.m.

General Admission to the
Autorama is $12.50, and children
under 12 are $5.
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LUELIA C. BARRETT

Services for Luelia C. Barrett,
88, of Westland, were held Feb.
15 at Our Lady of Good Counsel
Catholic Church with the Rev.
Doc Ortman officiating. Burial
was at Holy Sepulchre Cemetery
in Southfield.

Mrs, Barrett was born Dec. 23,
1912 in Salem Twp., and died
Feb. 11 in Livonia. She was a
secretary with Consumers Power
Company for 18 years. She was
a member of Our Lady of Good
Counsel parish. Mrs. Barrett
also was a member of the Ladie’s
Guild. She erfjoyed needlework,
ceramics, reading and walking.
She valued her faith, family and
friends.

She was preceded in death by
her husband, Daniel L. Barrett. -

-Survivors include sons Basil
D. Barrett of Plymouth and Ter-
rence (Carol) Barrett of Alger;
grandson, Brett E. Barrett;
* granddaughters Brenda Link,
Julie K. Malone and Dawn
Marie Palmer; and six great-
grandchildren.

Memorial contributions may
‘be made to Angela Hospice,
14100 Newburg Road, Lwoma,
MI 48154-5010.

Arrangements made by Ver-
meulen Funeral Home.

RONALD D. NYHUS .

Services for Ronald D. Nyhus,
66, of Plymouth, were held Feb.
17 at The Schrader-Howell
Funeral Home with the Rev.

Dean Klump and the Rev. John

Sullivan officiating. Burial was
at Waverly Cemetery in Cheboy-
gan. ‘

Mr. Nyhus was born Jan. 17,
1935 in Fosston, Minn., and died
Feb, 14 in Ann Arbor. He was a
longtime Plymouth resident. He
graduated from Plymouth High
School in 1953. He was a
beloved husband and father and
enjoyed all sports, especially
football and golf. He retired
from Arkwright, Inc. and later

worked for Coldwell-Banker Pre-

ferred in Plymouth. He loved to
travel and do things with his
family and friends. He served
two years in the Army and
played football in Europe.

» Survivors include wife,
Katherine Nyhus of Plymouth;

Permit from Al

idents have never disputed that
‘a schodl should be built at that
gite, they bhave simply taken
issue with the stadium’s place-
ment.

Further, she said, anytime a
school or mumclpahty builds a
recreational facility, it’s every-
one’s hope that it will be used
extensively by the entire commu-
nity, and that’s what she hopes
for the junior varsity stadium as
well.

“It seems we're at this impasse
of stubbornness, and it seems to
me if we could move (the stadi-

~um), and then wear this thing
out from using it....everybody

- would be happy that it was tax
money well spent,” she said.

Jerome presented for the first
time Tuesday a plan he said
addresses North Pointe resi-

" dents’ concerns.

He said theé bleachers were
shortened to 10 rows high, and
the stadium lights would be 60-
feet high instead of 70.

Further, he increased the

- height of the berm between
school and residential property
to 21 feet. -

“That’s taller than the bleach-
ers,” said Jerome. “That’s taller
than a 6-foot man standing on
the bleachers. That’s taller than
the press box on top of the
bleachers.”

' Machnik said progress on the

school project has been slow for
several reasons. First, he said
the planning process deviated
from the norm, Typically, a pro-
“ject would start with a site plan

process, move to site develop- .

ment, and proceed to construc-
tion.

However, at the new high
~school, the process began with
site development, and site plan
and construction followed simul-
taneously,

Further, miscommuniéations
and misunderstandings helped
pit the township agalnst the
school district.

“There is an emotional compo-
nent to this, and lack of informa-

tion from early on,” Machnik

said..“Add to that some of the
facts have changed.” ’
Machnik said in light of the
site plan changes, a meeting
with Township Supervisor Tom
Yack and North Pointe subdivi-
Sion residents could alleviate
- some of the tension, and give the
board direction before it votes on
the site plan Tuesday night.
The meeting is scheduled for 7
p.m. Monday at Township Hall.

-

-daughters, Darci (Michaél)

McIntosh of Portage and Julie
(Donald) Gutowski of Plymouth;
sons Michael (Susan) Nyhus of
Huntsville, Ala., and Charles

" (Mary) Nyhus of Shelby Twp.;

grandchildren Matt, Mark,
Melissa and Amanda MecIntosh,
Luc Nyhus, Sydney Gutowski
and Ellie, Erin and Mary Nyhus;

-brother Dale Nyhus of Canton;

and sisters Becky (Frank) Krohn
of Canton and Kitty (Perry)
Smallwood of Bowell.

Memorial contributions may
be made to the Plymouth Com-
munity Arts Council or The Ply-
mouth Elks B.P.O.E. No. 1780.

Arrangements made
Schrader-Howell Funeral Home.

by

BEULAH MAE DUDLEY

Services for Beulah Mae Dud-
ley, 73, of Milford were held Feb.
19 at Heeney-Sundquist Funeral
Home in Farmington with the
Rev. Timothy Forsthoff officiat-

ing. Burial was at Oakland Hills |

Memorial Gardens in Novi.
Mrs. Dudley was born Sept.

28, 1927 in Detroit and dled Feb.

15 in Detroit.

~ Survivors include her hus-:
- band, Raymond L. Dudley of Mil-

ford; sons Bruce (Laurie) of
Eagle, Mich., Larry (Gloria) of
Brighton, Roger (Susan) of Holly
and Ralph (Heather) of Grand
Blanc; daughter Sandra (Paul)
Progar of Plymouth; brothers

Clark “Sonny” Fluegel of Wixom

and Wllham (Jane) Fluegal of |

West Bloomfield; sisters Shirley
Lathrup and Joan Fluegel; and
nine grandchildren.

Arrangements made by
Heeney-Sundquist - Funeral
Home. .

-LUCILLE E. ADAMS

Services for Lucille E. Adams,
84, of Canton, were held Feb. 10
at McCabe Funeral Home Can-
ton Chapel with the Rev. Bill

" Lanphear officiating.

- Mrs. Adams was born Sept. 6,
1916 in Russelton, P4., and died
Feb. 6 in Superior Township.
She was a homemaker.

She was preceded in death by
her husband, John E. Adams.

Survivors include son John E.
Adams, Jr. of LaVerne, Calif,;

dau
Mendez of Canton; granddaug -
ters Linda (David) Shearer,
Debra (Duane) Archer, Susan
(Joseph) Marra and Maria
Baker; grandsons Gary (Evelyn)
Murray and Raymond J.- (Mn*t,)l')
Mendez; nine great-grandchi

dren; cousin Barbara McGirr of

LaVerne, Calif.; and several

nieces and nephews
Arrangements made by

McCabe Funeral Home Canton

Chapel.

JOSEPH 8. CURRERI

Services for Joseph S. Curreri, -
66, of Plymouth, will be held
Feb. 11 at the First United-
Methodist Church of Plymouth
with the Rev. Dean A. Klump
ofﬁclatmg

hter Dorle (Raymond)'

Mr. Curreri was born July 5,

1934 in Massachusetts and died

Feb. 3 in Florida. He was an
engineer retired from Ford
Motor Company and NASA for
the past nine years. He was a
member of the United States
Marine Corps during the Korean
conflict.

Survivors include his wife,

Joan of Plymouth; son Michael

(Maria) Curreri of Bloomfield
Hills; daughters Karen (Lewis)
Burton of Plymouth and Jolene
Perry of Parma, Ohio; and five
grandchildren,

Memorials may be made to St.

| Joseph Mercy Hospital, Michi-

gan Heart and Vascular Insti-
tute, P.O. Box 995, Ann Arbor,
MI 48106.
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Squabble is unseemly
for schools, township

Give Dar Watts, president of the Ply-
mouth-Canton Board of Education, credit
for his command of the obvious.

Watts was talking about the issue of
whether the school board should be tap-
ing its meetings for broadcast over local
cable access channels. It seems Canton
Township officials recently started taping
them to be broadcast to Canton residents
only, and Watts allowed as how such
broadcasts would “open up communica-
tion to those who want to stay in touch.”

“It’s a great idea to televise the meet-
ings,” said Watts. “We're currently in
our mid-year budget review, and I think
the board would see it as a priority. If
Canton residents are able to watch the

~meetings, it should be made available to
all the residents in our district.”

To which
we say:

. . Duh.
The school district T n
i i school dis-
T it S e
,y : never
cast its meetings. broadcast
The township needs : ;Sg . m;&ti-
to quit whining ;5. yours
about the district of prod-
ignoring it ...so ding, Can-
high school con- 35, o
struction isn’t visor Tom
Yack decid-
delayed. Sk deaidt
something
about it.
Now, Can-

ton Community Television tapes the
meetings for broadcast in Canton. Yack
says he feels no-compulsion to provide
the feed to any of the distriet’s other resi-
dents, despite the fact CCTV has that
capability.

“We believe it’s a priority for our resi-
dents to see the issues and topics pre-
sented at the school board meetings,”
said Yack. “We want the meetings
broadcast because it allows our residents
to become more knowledgeable, and may
encourage more Canton residents to run
for the school board.

“The school district is the second

largest employer in Canton, and we were -

_added Yack.

encouraging the school district to make it '|

a priority to broadcast the meetings,”
“The school board doesn’t
see it as a high priority.”

We agree with him. We just think it’s a
little silly to deny information to others
in the district just to prove a point. Yack
is trying to force the issue, and it appears
to be working given Watts’ comments,
but it seems a little unseemly to do it this
way.

On the other hand, when you add it to
the ongoing squabble between the school |

district and Canton Township over con-
struction of the district’s $50-million
third high school, you wonder about dete-
riorating relations between the groups.
North Pointe residents have been
screaming for months about the district’s
plans to have a foothall field abut their
property.

Although the district doesn’t need site
plan approval from Canton for its build-
ing, Yack believes the district should
have worked more closely with them
before North Pointe’s issues became
problems Suddenly, the district is hav-
ing trouble getting a meeting for its
water and sewer permit, something Can-
ton Township does control.

According to Bill McCarthy, senior pro-
ject manager of McS/EV Consultants and
Construction Managers, a pre-construc-
tion meeting with the township “has been
moved around on us. There’ve been some
issues surroundmg this meeting.”

Yack is unapologetic. “When you want
to deal with us after construction begins
... expect delays,” he says,

Hmmm. The township’s planning com-

mission has been critical of the school ;

district’s handling of North Pointe resi-
dents’ concerns. Yack is similarly critical.
And suddenly, the project is having trou-
ble getting a necessary permit.

No one is quite sure why the district
and Canton Township are suddenly act-
ing like the Hatfields and McCoys.

The school district needs to quit crying
poverty and broadcast its meetings. The
townshlp needs to quit whining about the
district ignoring it and get the work done
for the necessary perm1ts so construction
isn’t delayed.

Enough is enough.

Power shortage can't
happen here - right?

They say it probably won’t happen
“here. We hope they’re right.

The “it” in the above statement is the-

recent California poweér crisis with its
rolling blackouts, darkened homes and
businesses ... and a governor begging
megawatts from surrounding states.
What a specter: The most populous state
in the most powerful nation on Earth,
. and they can’t even keep the lights on. -
“Here” is the state of Michigan, “They”
. are the state’s lawmakers, utility offi-
cials, state Public Service Commissioners
and consumer advocates.

A California-style energy crunch is -

unlikely (some even said “impossible”) in
Michigan, according to articles appearing
" in most editions of The Observer Sunday.

The most frequently cited cause of the
California calamity is “deregulation” —
government attempts to create a compet-
itive marketplace for power. California is
a case study in how not to deregulate
public utilities, state energy experts say.
Michigan, on the other hand, seems to be
doing it right ... or at least better than
California.

The differences between deregulation
in California and Michigan are many and

are detailed in reporter Mike Malott’s

Sunday stories. Suffice it to say in this
missive that our lawmakers and utility
officials seem to be paying close attention
and learning from California and taking
steps to see that “it” can’t happen “here.”

Our leaders had better be paying
attention. An uninterrupted stream of
affordable electrxcxty is so obviously cru-
cial to Michigan in thé best of economic
times. The two-headed monster of a
recession and an energy crunch is some-
thing we’d rather not think about.

So, for now, we’ll put our trust in peo-
ple like state Sen. Mat Dunaskiss (R-
Lake Orion) who said recently: “I want
to assure Michigan residents that we will
not face the electric energy crisis seen in

California. Michigan’s industry is poised
to provide residents with both reliable
and affordable electricity.”

If that statement sounds wildly opti-
mistic, well, Dunaskiss should know; he’s
the primary architect of Michigan’s utili-

-ties deregulation plan.

Of course, there are dissenters to this
enthusiasm — Barry Cargill of the Small
Business Association o:é’ Michigan, for one
- and they should bé recogmzed and

Michigan power producers are
increasingly relying on natural
gas 1o fire their generators at a
time when prices’ for natural gas
are on the rise, according to
Barry Cargill of the Small Busi-
ness Association of Michigan.

their concerns examined. ,

For one thing, Cargill says, Michigan
power producers are increasingly relying
on natural gas to fire their generators at
a time when prices for natural gas are on
the rise. That could lead to electric rate
hikes. And, realistically, he points out, it
will take years for deregulation to create
a truly competitive marketplace for ener-
gy — that’s if deregulation works as politi-
cians and consumers hope it will. =

We're happy to see that our leaders in
Lansing seem to be up to speed on this
energy issue. “Now and then thé Legisia-
ture does something right,” said
Dunaskiss, who is confident enough to be
jocular.

OK, OK, they’re saying it can’t happen
here. We just hope they’re still saying
that next July when it’s 98 degrees (with
humidity to match) the air conditioners
are humming away. We'll be watching.

. 2001
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M Politics delaying school

Construction has begun on Ply-
mouth High School. It is scheduled to
be opened August of 2002, One year
after the opening of George Dodson
Elementary School, and two years
after the opening of Discovery Middle
School.

Despite all the arguments over the
bond and the placement of the high
school, there are many people who are
eager to celebrate the ribbon-cutting
ceremony at the new high school.

Despite the lawsuit and disagree-
ments about the placement of athletic
fields, there are people who believe
that opening three schools in three
years is something that Plymouth-
Canton communities should be proud
of. There are places in the world
where children don’t have new, safe
and clean schools.

We understand that the residents in
the North Pointe subdivision are con- |
cerned about placement of fields, but .
these houses were purchased after the
bond issue was developed. What did
they think would happen when a high
school was built? We believe the
changes that have been suggested to
put barriers between the houses and
fields have been done in good faith.
The residents now have higher berms,
more footage between their property
and the fields, in addition to hundreds
of trees. Do they have the right to
delay the opening of the new school?
There have been homes bought and
sold around the current schools and
football fields for years. Don’t the
North Peinte residents need to accept
responsibility for the decision they
made to buy a home which is next to a
piece of property that has been intend-
ed for schools for 30 years‘?

But the newest problem is that the
Canton Township board is not issuing
water and sewer permits to the dis-
trict. There must be water hook-up, or
construction cannot continue.

We are writing this letter because
we are concerned that Canton Town-
ship officials are refusing to issue
these permits because they don’t
believe there should be a third school
on that piece of property. They think
there are too many students at the
high schools. While they have a right
to their opinion, this issue has been
decided by a vote of people in Ply-
mouth-Canton communities. Con-
struction has begun. It is important
that Canton officials not add costs to a
project being paid by taxpayers
because they personally disagree with
the project.

It is the responsibility of the Canton
Township board, as public servants, to
find a solution to this current problem
and approve the water and sewer per-
mits. Our question to the Canton
Township board is: What is your plan?
Perhaps the next time the Canton
Township Planning Commission is
asked to approve plans for a subdivi~
sion that has 500 or 900 homes, it
should ask this question, “Where will

the children who live in the new homes -

go to school?”
Politicians talk about how 1mportant
education is. In this case, politics .

‘threatens to delay the opening of the

new high school and will add several
hundred thousand dollars to the cost of
the project. Why do Canton Township
officials think that houses built near
Pheasant Run Golf Course or the Sum-
mit are more desirable to houses locat-
ed near a new school?

We understand the concerns of those
who think that the high schools are too
big. But consider this, while it is true
that there are many more educational

experiences at the high schools
because they can pool all their ser-
vices, there are also other opportuni-
ties afforded to students because we
can pool the resources available to
serve more children. Today, public
schools admit all students — children
who have special physical and emo-
tional needs, those who do excel in
academics and those who need extra
help. The high schools house the
music and athletic department, and
many after-school clubs. The high
school orchestra teachers provide a

" home to high school students, middle

school and elementary students. *
There is an awesome competitive -
Robotics team. And the list of opportu-
nities goes on and on.

We are parents, like many, many,
many parents in this distriet who
spend time in the schools. We have
been reading helpers, art volunteers,
playground monitors, lunchroom
helpers, math tutors, computer

helpers, field trip chaperones, prepare -

staff appreciation breakfasts, send in
Kleenex and other supplies for class-
rooms, serve on hiring committees,
make phone calls when school has
been canceled, type, file, put labels on
newsletters, English as Second Lan-
guage helpers, dance chaperones,
Media Center helpers, book sale

" helpers, Textlink helpers, send in -

notes for book orders, field trips, and -
run to the school when our children
forget homework, lunch money, or a
signed permission slip. We attend
teacher conferences, Santa dinners,
open houses, and Silent Auctions.

Our number one priority is that ail
children in Plymouth-Canton receive a
quality education. We want kids to go
to school, graduate, perhaps go to col-
lege, acquire skills that will help them
find meaningful work, become good cit-
izens. We want our children to be nice
to other people, help their neighbors,

-and contribute to the world. We want

them prepared to care for and solve

the problems of the world they will live,

in. Maybe a Plymouth-Canton student

will find a cure for cancer or find a way

to build a road that never has pot-
holes.

We are ertmg this letter because
we think that money spent on disputes
will be taken out of an already tight
budget. We want the money to go into
the school buildings, grounds, and pro-
grams.

We are writing this because we
think the message that community
leaders are giving to the children of -
this community is that building a
school for them is an awful thing. We.
think this is a terrible message.

We are writing this because we
think community leaders should be

thinking of offering better service to its -

citizens. Strong schools are the foun-
dations to strong communities. Babies
born in a community and educated in
its schools are likely to remain con-
sumers, find jobs, and purchase homes
in these cities.

We are writing this because we want
all children in Plymouth-Canton to
know that we think that building a
school is important, that their educa-

tion, health, and safety is our number
- one priority.

We are writing this letter to let Can-
ton Township officials know that in
addition to all our other skills, that we
will put on our old clothes and boots,
and hook up the water and sewer our-
selves if that is what we have to do to
get this school built and open on time,
There was a time in Plymouth-Canton
where everyone worked together to
build schools and churches.

And we are writing this letter to

protection of the innocent at all.

- Wayne County citizens.

invite anyone, including any govern-
ment official from the City of Ply-
mouth, Plymouth Township, and Can-
ton Township to go on a tour of the
high schools and find out what the
schools and students are really like.
We think they could learn a lot about
cooperstion, service, and community
from student, staff and parents in Ply-
mouth-Canton schools.

Marei Staley, Colleen Brown,

Nancy Vermeulen,

Rich Ham-Kucharski, Judy

Mersch, Sharon Eggenberger,

Toni Shepherd, .

Patti McCoin, Jan Wilbur, |

Jane Fry, Linda Bedard, Laurie .

Trapp, Sally Straits Welch, Vicki .

Wasylyshyn, Debra Madonna,

Dawn Christenson, Molly -

Wildman, Carol Carpinelli,

parents, PIC School Council

representativesy .

M Prosecuting priorities -

How again ironic and hypocritical -
the CCW debate has become.

From one side of his mouth, Wayne
County Prosecutor Mike Duggan
speaks out against allowing honest
and law abiding citizens the right to
self defense. And from the other side,
he sets free a known wife beater in
Detroit City Councﬂman Clyde Cleve- -
land.

And of course, Mr. Cleveland has
spoken out against favoring allowing
the “little people” to protect them-
selves and yet, but he owns guns.

Mr. Duggan and his fake “For the
kids” organization aren't interested in

They're in it for one reason, and that is -
to allow their pals to have what they
want and to Hades with the rest of

LY

The CCW law is just that — law.
You were hired to enforce the law, Mr.
Duggan, now get on with the business
of your office. Perhaps you should
focus more on the known violent
offenders like Mr. Cleveland and leave
the rest of us alone.

Frank Finch
Canton

Plymouth, M1 48170

Share your opinions

We welcome your letters to the

editor. Please include your name, »
address and phone number for ;
verification. We ask that your letters

be 400 words or less. We may edit

for clarity, space and content.

Mail: ‘

Letters to the Editor /
Tedd Schneider ,
Canton Observer : ’
794 South Main

E-Mail:
tschneider@oe homecomm net

Fax.
734-459-4224

Am
HomeTown
COMMUNICATIONS
NETWORK


mailto:tschneider@oe.homecomm.net

O rer Opmvions

-

Maybe Ben had right idea:
Don’t pay government chiefs

Remember how our legislative masters in Lans-
ing finagled themselves a 36-percent salary
increase?

First, the State Officers Compensatlon Commis-
sion recommended raising salaries for both repre-
sentatives and senators from $56,981 to $77,400
per year, That caused a storm of protest.

Next, the House (wink, wink, nod, nod) voted
100-6 to turn
down the SOCC
recommendation,
knowing full well
the law requires
both houses of the
legislature to
reject any
increase and fig-
uring the Senate
would take the
heat. Boastful
press releases
from public-spir-
ited — and wholly
disingenuous —
representatives
promptly filled
the fax machines

PII Pwer

of newspapers statewide.

FmaHy, the Senate —~ wanting the pay hike but
put fully in the bag by the House vote — managed.
to convene for at least 20 minutes on the last day
it could vote to reject, but somehow never man-
aged to hold a vote. Result: The gigantic pay
increase went into effect.

Now it turns out that the bill is going to have to
be paid. It comes to $2.8 million just for every-
body’s $20,400 salary increases this budget year,
not counting increases in future legislative pen-
sions that run on and on and on. The question is
how?

-There are two options. Either the legislature ¢an
find $2.8 million in savings by cutting other areas
of legislative spending or it can pass a supplemen-
tal appropriation bill that amounts to taking the
money directly out of the pockets of taxpayers.
Guess which they’ll do.

Legislative leaders are putting up a brave front
Dan DeGrow, the Senate Majority leader, is quot-
ed in newspaper reports as saying he’s confident
the money can be found without legislative
staffers being laid off. (The 38-member Senate’s
share of the bill is around $750,000.) House
Speaker Rick Johnson is also quoted as saying
there’s enough in the House budget to cover the
expense. (The 110-member House faces a $2 1 mil-
lion bill for the pay increase.)

Don’t expect members of the Senate to be wildly

. enthusiastic about bailing out the House. The

nicest word I heard from senators about the House
. vote was “grandstanding.”

On top of this, Gov. Engler’s budget for this year
calls for all state departments to trim expenses,

-not increase them. (Observant readers shouid

note, before Engler starts thumping his chest on
this one, that his budget for the next fiscal year
that starts on Oct. 1 calls for a 6.6-percent
increase for the Legislature, a jump of nearly $12
million that easily will cover the legislative pay
increases.) - -
While all of this has been going on, I've been
reading a wonderful new biography of Benjamin
Franklin by H.W. Brands, “The First American.”

_ In addition to telling the rich and admirable story
- of Franklin’s life and times, the book includes

telling excerpts from Franklin’s own writing. In .~
the context of big legislative salary increases, I
was particularly struck by this passage in which
Franklin argues that government leaders should
receive no compensation other than expenses:
“There are two passions which have a powerful
influence on the affairs of men, These are ambi-
tion and avarice: the love of power and the love of

The bill is going to have to be paid.

It comes to $2.8 million just for every-
body’s $20,400 salary increases this
budget year, not counting increases in
future pensions.

money. Separately, each of these has great force in
prompting men to action; but when united in view
of the same object, they have in many minds the
most violent effects. Place before the eyes of such
men a post of honor that shall at the same time be
a place of profit, and they will move heaven and
earth to obtain it.,”

Sure, I realize Franklin was wealthy and could
afford to argue such. And I am also aware that
paying salaries to all who serve in government
makes possible contributions from able people,
both rich and poor. .

But I certainly wish members of the State Offi-
cers Compensation Commission and cur legisla-
tive magters had come across Franklin’s wisdom
before the House voted and the Senate did not.

Phil Power is chairman of HomeTown Com-
munications Network Inc., the company that
owns this newspaper. He welcomes your com-
menis, either by voice mail at (734) 953-2047,
Ext. 1880, or by e-mail at ppower@ .
homecomm.net.

War on drugs continues its
| journ‘e’y down the wrong road

In the Oscar-nominated movie “Traffic”
Michael Douglas plays an Ohio Supreme Court
justice who’s appointed the new drug czar.

The smug, self-satisfied jurist is fully prepared
to “wage war” on the drug pushers not realizing
that his own teenage daughter is spiraling rapid-
ly into major drug dependency. In a moment of
rare political epiphany the new czar declares, “I
don’t know how you wage war against your own
family.”

This is one of the problems with the war on
drugs The bad guys are your chlldren, your

brother, your sis-

ter; your brilliant
friend who needs

a “rush,” your

doctor who has

easy access —in
addition to all
those “scary”
people from the
inner city and

“Mafia” thugs.

The buyers and

.the sellers are
- = more often than
" Hugh Gallagher not the same peo-

' ple. The big sup-

pllers are shadows masquerading as philanthrop-
_ic suburbanites. = .

The problem isn’t out there. It’s right here. It’s
in Farmington Hills where they had two major
drug busts in a single week. It's on high school .
campuses where it’s impossible to keep constant

- watch on a couple thousand students and several

~ young drifters. It’s in Canton where, according to
police, four people were trying to find cash for
their habits by stealing from'a construction site

(leading to a fatal police chase). It’s in your

house, when your nice, clean-cut kid goes out for
the night with his friends and tokes up a joint or
snorts a line of cocaine or free bases some crack
or takes Ecstasy at a rave.

We try. We try to send them to ;;all for life w1th
a ludicrous law. For all the attention given to Bill
Clinton’s pardon of financier Marc Rich, the real
story is Clinton’s pardon of numerous young peo-
ple convicted under the drug lifer laws. The only
result of these laws has been to burden an ever-
lower level of user-sellers with more drugs while
the real dealers keep themselves clean in our
more prosperous suburbs and give nice donations

-to law-and-order candidates.

We have campaigns. “Just Say No.” “This is

" your brain on drugs.” “D.AR.E.” ,

-But to a lot of kids it seems as “blah, blah,
blah” as that old 19308 “Reefer Madness” movie.
They listen to their friends, to their music. They .
watch the “hip” movies and the hip movie stars.

' They know a marijuana cigarette won’t kill them -
or lead them on the road to perdition. They know
people who snort cocaine and burst with mental

“energy. They know people who've had visions on

St £ e . - . -

drugs. They know. You don’t.

After all aleohol is legal and “more” destructive.

And you tell them, yes, you've seen the evil
alechol can do. You've been there, you've suffered
its consequences.

But when you tell them that you have known
people who have died from drugs, wasted their
lives from drugs, wasted other people’s lives from
their devotion to drugs — they don’t hear you,
until their own lives start to spin out of control

and even then your voice is a weak nagging drone

CIearly we have reached a pomt in

time when we have to face the reality

of drugs and their appeal, especially
~ to the young.

compared to the lure of “hip.”

“Traffic” is a powerful bit of film makmg from a
place where glorification of the “hip” has exacer-
bated the drug problem, where movie stars get a
pass until they go so far over the line they “have
to pay” like Robert Downey Jr. S

- “Traffic” was written by one of those “hip”
young Hollywood people who saw his highlife
turn into a mission to feed a 24-hour addiction.
But the movie’s real story isn’t primarily about

‘the damage drugs do, but about the hypocrisy of

the “war on drugs” that wastes millions of dollars
lining the pockets of corrupt government officials -
all around the world, that jails the victims
instead of the victimizers, that tries to fight drug
dependency with sham pxetles to users not ready
to listen or care.

1t’s a losing battle. There are no easy answers.
Legalization would seem to take the game away
from the criminals and their government opera-

tives, but it also gives official sanction to danger-

ous activity. What effect would that have on our
society? Would the effect be any worse than what
we have now?

Clearly we have reached a point in txme when
we have to face the realify of drugs and their

appeal, especially to the young. We have to ignore ‘

the politicians and the law-arid-order hypocrites
and begin to deal with the causes and results of
drug dependency. We have to stop participating
in a corrupt system that is only maintained to
steal our tax money to support a fraud. .
Drugs can be devastating, but we’re waging the
wrong war, in the wrong place, against the wrong

: pe0ple. '(I- think I wrote that once about Vietnan:t)’ :

Hugh Gallagher is the managmg editor of
The Observer Newspapers. He can be
reached by phone at (734)953-2149, by e-muail

_at hgallagher@oe . homecomm.nét or by fax at.

(734)591-7279,

Mike Malott

Another example of why lawmakers shouldn’t.
rush things through in lame-duck session is Sen-
ate Bill 651, which passed last December and is
already in effect.

The legislation, sponsored by Sen. Ken Sikke-
ma, R-Grandville, never popped up on the radar
screens of the press or public during those hectic
final days of the session. Yet it applies to your
back yard ... literally.

S.B. 651 gives the Department of Environmen-
tal Quality jurisdiction over soil erosion and sedi-.
mentation controls whenever construction occurs
near a wetlands. Previously, erosion control had
been left to county governments, but S.B. 651
allows the DEQ to oversee those programs.

Here’s the most important part for Michigan
homeowners — should they happen to run afoul of
erosion regulations, do it badly, or otherwise let
dirt from their building project wash into a near-
by wetlands, the finé is $10,000 ... per day. Once
the DEQ notifies them they are in viclation, the
amount goes to $25,000 ... per day. There is no
limit on how long those fines can acerue.

The logic behind the bill is that a golf course
developer on the west side of the state reportedly
considered the old $500-per-day fine for erosion
violations just a cost of doing business and contin-

-ued through his project thumbing hls nose at the

regulations.
Five hundred a day might not i 1mpress a devel-

* oper, but for most homeowners in this state, it

would be more than sufficient to grab their atten-
tion. -
I know it would grab mine. Fines of $10,000 to

| $25,000 per day, on the other hand, might be

enough for me to flee the state.
You laugh; it’s happened.
. Joseph Overton of the Mackinac Center, a pub-

* lic policy think tank, speculated in a recent arti-

cle titled “Does Giving Government Unlimited
Power Really Protect the Environment?” that

S.B. 651 might force other Michigan residents
into exile with Richard and Nancy Delene.

The Delenes have racked up so much in fines
from the Department of Natural Resources and
later the DEQ — piling up at a rate of $25,000 a
day since 1990 and now estimated in the range of
$90 million — that they have in fact fled the state.

The project that got the Delenes in such deep

Lam'e?duck bill Js
in your back yard -
literally

financial waters wasn’t a golf course. There was

- no commercial use on the property at all. They

bought 2,500 acres in Baraga County in the
Upper Peninsula, which they used for a campsite
and planned to build a retirement cabin on. :

-‘Richard Delene, according to his supporters,
actually enhanced and expanded the wetlands
there. In the end, it reportedly added habitat for
more than 100 species of birds and 22 species of
mammals. It was enough to win him awards from .
environmental groups, including one from the
U.8. Soil Conservation Service.

Nonetheless, he did it without a permlt from

the state. Overton and other supporters say
Richard Delene did apply, but when the DNR
didn’t respond in 90 days, his legal advisers told
him the law sazd he could go ahead with the pro-

ject.

“If that’s the case,” DEQ spokesman Ken Sil-
fven said of the allegation the state did not
respond in the allotted time, “then it is inexcus-
able.”

Nonetheless, he noted, the DEQ has prevailed
in every courtroom in which the case has been

heard. Generally, he said, Delene was never coop~ - .
erative with the state about wetlands regulations. -

Had he been, the state would have been more for-
giving about ‘such fines, he said. '

Typically, the state does waive fines, or a least
some of them, as long as people genuinely try to
comply with the law, Silfven contended.

But Overton still sees the fines as excessive.

“In short, this new law extends the DEQ’s awe-
some wetlands power to every dry piece of
ground, includirig your back yard,” he stated in

" his article. “Unlimited civil fines give government

the power to destroy anyone, such as Richard
Delene, should it decide to do so. ... From now on,

- any land owner who moves a dirt pile or cuts

down a tree that the DEQ deems sacrosanct is

. subject to the same penalties that destroyed

Delene. Is this how we want to protect Michigan’e
environment?”
It’s a fair question.

Mike Malott reports on the local zmplwa-
tions of state and regional events. He can be
reached by phone at (248) 634-8219 or by e-
mail at mmalott@homecomm.net.

Rates as low as

tear yourself away from thls ad, that is.

Cne Corporation,

‘Introducing great rates on
home equity loans. We could
help you figure out ways to
use it, but first ym’ééi have
to stop staring at the rate.

“We know how frustrating it can be to pay high interest credit card bills, car
payments and student loans every month. Not to mention all those checks.you
have to write. With a Bank One Home Equity Loan™ you can make -one lower
monthly payment and the interest . may be tax-deductible* If you give us a call '

- you'll get an answer before you hang up, or you can;ust log on or stop by. Onceyou g
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Dingell proposes bill to reduce rail crossing delays

B In Delta Charter Township .

BY RICHARD PEARL
STAFF WRITER
rpearl@ce.homecomm.net

U. S. Rep. John Dingell, D-
16th District, told the Confer-
ence of Western Wayne at last
week’s monthly meeting that he
has introduced legislation to
reduce delays at railroad cross-
ings. .

Dlngells bill, H.R. 432, which
emphasizes safety concerns,
would if passed give regulatory
authority over blocked crossings
back to the states and local gov-
ernments.

Known as the Railroad Cross-
mg Delay Safety Assurance Act,
it is the latest salvo in an ongo-
ing battle between communities
in southeast Michigan and rail-
roads over freight trains stop-
ping at crossings and holding up
vehicular traffic - including:
emergency u.nits — and pedestri-
ans.

Dingell, addressing the Feb. 9
CWW meeting, said congression-.
al action became necessary
recently when a federal district
court in Detroit struck down as
unconstitutional a Michigan

state statute limiting such -

delays.‘

B ‘This is not a simple matter of inconvenienced
motorists; it's a matter of public safety.’

Rep. John Dingell
D-16th District

“Emergency services in our
communities are held hostage
when trains block trafﬁc,” the
16th District congressman
declared.

“We’ve all experienced the
excessive delays,” he said. “Traf-
fic flow can back up for three-
quarters of a mile and fire
engines and ambulances experi-

_ence life-threatening delays.

“This is not a simple matter of
inconvenienced motorists; it's a

. matter of public safety,” Dingell
stated.

He noted the problem is long-
standing and nationwide, but
that it is “acutely problematic in
southeast Michigan.”

- “For too long, motorists have

’;been tormented by the scourge of
long trains blocking traffic and

communities (that then become)

-at risk,” Dingell said.

“Local governments should

. "~
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have the authority to protect the
health, safety and well-being of
their citizens,” he stated.

After the CWW meetihg in
Dearborn, Dingell met with
police and fire chiefs, mayors,
township supervisors and state

officials from both the 18-com-

munity CWW and the Downriver
Community Conference to dis-
cuss dangers associated with the

] delays.

003865

1-800-865-1125

LIVONIA
37144 Six Mile Road

Among the facts:

B Recent mega-mergers in the
railroad industry and the boom-
ing economy have resulted in
more and more trains blocking
traffic.

B Some accidents occur
because drivers speed through

intersections ahead of oncoming .

trains because they fear lengthy
delays if they don't.

"M Both children on their way
to and from school and adults
have been seen crawling under
or climbing between stopped
train cars. -

M Emergency crews frequently
spend extra time responding to
accident and heart-attack calls
because trains block traffic at
crossings.

Comprehensive Cancer Center

west of Lansing, fire and EMS
units were blocked by a train

while a boy burned to death on

the other side of the crossing.
Helen Foster, CWW deputy
director, said one official told
Dingell that even the General
Motors Powertrain plant in
Romulus couldn’t get freight
trains moved from crossings. :

Historically, the Federal Rail--

road Administration’s policy -has
been to let states and local juris-
dictions regulate the igsue, Din-
gell explained. As of last year, 16
states, including Michigan, had
laws limiting how long a train
can block a crossing. :

However, he noted, on April

12, 2000, the U.S. District Court. -

Cancer can leave you feellng awfully alone But there are a surprising number of people who can help.
Like the nurses at Cancer Answeere They can give you information about the latest cancer
research, treatment options, or clinical trials. Or assist you in getting a referral or second opinion.

So, you see, you're not so alone after all. There are lots of people who want to help, just a phone call away. .
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If hxgh heating bills are getting you down, don’t
wait. Get your old windows replaced with beautiful,
new energy-efficient windows. -

- Cus‘tom-sized replacement windows that carry the
Andersen® name.

@ Start-to-finish replacement process, wedo it all.

B Styles and colors to_match or ‘change the look
~ of your home. |

*Not valid with mher offers of prior purchases, Available only at pamc:paung {ocations. Offer valid: January8 March 4, 2001. Some Renewat by Andersen locations
are independently owned and operated. € Copyright Andersen Corporation, Baypost, MN 2001. All tights reserved, Energy Star@® is a registered teademark of the
Envirenmental Protection Agency” *Based on actual customer fetter.

To arrange for a free in-home estimate,

call us at
(838} 537-3639

or visit our showroom
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regulating statute, citing the!

“H.R. 5413, a bill requiring the U.’

"ty concerns and mlmmlze such’

5413, now known as H.R. 433.

Plymouth, Plymouth Townshlp,
- and Canton Township.

www.cancer.med.umich.edu
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Alt Renewal by Andersen
' windows carry the
ENERGY STAR® label.

for Eastern M1ch1gan Southern
Division, struck down Michigan’s;

commerce clause of the U. S
Constitution in its decision.
Dingell responded Oct. 6 wit

S. secretary of transportation to:
issue regulations to-address safe

H R. 432 and' reintroduced H.R:’

The Conference of Western.
Wayne consists of 18 western.
Wayne County municipalities,’
including Redford Township,'
Livonia, Garden City, Westland,
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Crystal Nix and Thomas Peti-
et star in The Comic Opera
Guild’s production of John
Phillip Sousa’s “El Capitan,”
8 p.m. at the Lydia
Mendelssohn Theatre, Ann
Arbor. Tickets $17, seniors
$15, students & chzldren, $7,
(734) 763-8587.

SATURDAY

Jerzy Semkow conducts the
Detroit Symphony Orchestra
in a concert featuring
Beethoven’s Symphony No. 3,
“Eroica,” 8:30 p.m. at
Orchestra Hall in Detroit.
Tickets $15 to $52, availdble
at the box office, or call (313)
576-5111.

The “Intruder” will be among
the fabulous custom cars on
display at the 2001 Detroit
Autorama at the Cobo Center
in Detroit. Show hours are 10
a.m. to 8 p.m. Admission
$12.50 adults, $5 children
under age 12. For informa-
tion, call (248) 650-5560.

BY KEELY WYGONIK
STAFF WRITER
kwygonik@oe,homecomm.net

B cavenly, in a word, describes
% the music created by Classi-
® cal Bells. Add four of the top
handbell choirs in the country, and

original works — Barcarolle, a

— are on the program,

the world, was booked two years in
advance for this concert. Two of her

Venetian boat song, and Northern
Lighits, a Native American melody

Northern Lights, from the Indian

Uncommon Adoration.

Several of the works feature solo
-instruments. Ebersole describes
Osse Shalom as being a “wonderful
Hebrew number, with a clarinet
solo.” '

“Every piece has something spe-

the resulting sound is five fimes as

joyful.

On Saturday, Classical Bells is
hosting the Tenth Annual Tri-State
Bronze Invitational Handbell Con-
cert at Highland Park Baptist
Church in Southfield. The event
will feature Classical Bells and
four other handbell choirs from

word “Lacquiparle,” was a melody
sung by natives to mourn the loss
of their fallen warriors in battle.
. “Many and great, Q God, are thy = § phy
things — maker of earth and sky”
You’'ll hear the beat of tom-toms
and other percussion instruments
as the work unfolds. Tucker is from
South Dakota, and some of her

cial.” Classical Bells will perform
- Chattanooga Choo-Choo, complete
with train whistle and choreogra-

The Tri-State Bronze Invitation-
al was inspired by Vic Kostenko,
director of the Ohio Kettering
Advent Ringers, who thought it
would be a fun idea. For the past

‘Michigan and Ohio, performing as

a massed ensemble under the

direction of Margaret Tucker of
Houston. The combined group will
be ringing more than 300 hand-
bells. Each of the four choirs will
present one selection of its own

choosing.

“It's a scream, just an action-
packed day,” said Darlene Ebersole

of Canton, who directs the 15-

member ensemble of bell ringers.
“They’re the cream of the crop. We
call it the ‘Bronze’ level, because

the bells are made of bronze.”

The groups will meet 12:45 p.m.
Saturday for an intense rehearsal
that ends with a dinner break at
5:45 p.m. Then they will regroup

for the concert at 7 p.m.

Guest conductor
Tucker, who composes handbell
music and directs choirs all over

BY KEELY WYGONIK
STAFF WRITER
kwygonik@oe.homecomm.net

It takes nature roughly a million
years to build a jungle, but Calum
Pearson, company manager for Dis-
ney’s Jungle Adventures on Ice, gives
his guys about 10 hours.

The multi-media, ice skating
extravaganza, opening Wednesday,
Feb. 28, at Joe Louis Arena in
Detroit, invites audiences into the
jungle with their Disney

music is influenced by

the Native Americans
who live there.

“We love Margaret’s
musgic, it will be great to
waork with her, to see her
shape and mold together
the music,” said Eber- -

includes America the

Ev'ry Time I Feel the

What: The Tri State
Bronze Invitational
concert, an annual
event showcasing
five advanced level
handbell choirs en

information, call

} X L (734) 428- 7861 or
Beautiful, Capriccio, wsrt)

www.classicalbells.

Spirit, Osse Shalom and | com

:al has brought together
some of the best hand-
bell ensembles from
Ohio, Michigan, and
Indiana. Participation is
by invitation only. Clas-
sical Bells was invited

sole. “Everyone’s got | ?ea::gt:{;d to audition for the Invi-
their own idea of how When: 7 p.m. tational four years ago,
the music should sound, Saturday, Feb. 24 and has participated

a slightly different slant. | Where: Highiand ever since,

But we've got to be flexi- | Park Baptist .

ble and do what she says Ehurch, 286%0 First appearance
... and be prepared to eg%syesrbﬁgﬁ r;f f; - This is the Tri-State

Bronze Invitational’s

spin on a dime.” Mile Road),
Each group will come Southfield. - first appearance in
prepared, having prac- Admission: $5 Michigan after nine
§ ticed the music on the | suggested donation, | years in Indiana and
program, which also | for more . Ohio. The groups per-

forming on Saturday —
Kettering Advent
Ringers, Carillon Choir,

Join your favorite Disney characters
for a swinging jungle adventure

guides welcome you to the show. We
really make the jungle come to life.
Every object comes to life, it’'s quite
amazing, everything is three dimen-
sional. Lighting is an integral part.”

Amazing feats

The cast of award-winning skaters
perform some amazing feats includ-
ing an acrobatic Spanish web rou-
tine.

Tarzan, (Jamie Loper), and Jane,
(Natasha Kuchiki) climb a rope 35-
foot rope suspended

friends from The Jungle
Book, Tarzan and The Lion
King.

From the moment you
walk into the arena, until
the grand finale, you’'ll be
in a world of lush foliage
and leafy green jungle
vines. A 38-foot, 15,000-
pound “tree of life” sets the
stage for adventure.

“A mist rolls across the
seats and into the seats,”
said Pearson. “It’s a nice,
warm atmosphere. Jungle

March 4;

Detroit

. Disney’s Jungle

Adventures On lce
When; Wednesday, Feb.
28 through Sunday,

Where: Joe Louis Arena,

Performances: Nine,
show times vary, call
(313) 983-6606 or visit
www.olympiaentertain-
ment.com .
Tickets: $15 and $20,
limited number of $35,
VIP tickets. Cali (248)
645-6666

from atop the arena
with no safety equip-
ment. Tarzan invites
Jane to join him in
exploring his world high
above the jungle floor.
“It’s never been done
| before,” said Pearson.
The routine premiered
as part of the Moscow
Circus in the 1960s with
one acrobat performing
stunts individually
above the crowd. Alla

Youdina, a veteran aerialist and
choreographer, who began skating at
the age of 4, worked with Loper and
Kuchiki to master the routine.

“The skaters must learn to breathe
together,” she said. “Decisions must
be made in a split-second without a
moment to spare.”

Linking the three Disney stories
are the jungle, and simple universal
themes — we have to grow and learn
from our friends and family.

“We joined a talent pool that
stretches across the entertainment
field,” said Pearson.

You'll hear some of your favorite
tunes during the show, including
Academy Award-winning songs like
You’'ll Be in My Heart, Can You Feel
the Love Tonight, and a re-mastered
Jungle Book score that inspires num-
bers like I Wanna Be Like You and
The Bare Necessities.

Creative team

The show’s creative team includes
choreography by Barry Lather,

Please see DISNEY, B2

10 years, the invitation- |

The Kalamazoo Ringers,

Bell ringers: Kay -
French (bottom,
left to right),
Darcie West,
Becky Rowan,
Julie Szgler Sue
Trisch, Penny
Kindraka,
Corrine Kert, .
Donna Calhoun,
Darlene Ebersole
(director),
Margie Moore,
Barbara
Erickson, M; zlhe
Everson, and
Judi Rachwztz,
enjoy playing
handbells with
Classical Bells.

and Renaissance Ringers ~ gath-
ered in July at the American Guild
of English Handbell Ringers
National Director’s Seminar in
Dayton. They received a standing
ovation after performing together.
“We have thoroughly enjoyed
being part of this event and are
thrilled to brmg it to Michigan for
the first time,” said Ebersole, “We

- get to share secrets and tips. It's a

chance to get together and catch up
on what other groups are doing.”
Ebersole has been a member of
Classical Bells since 1984. “We're
like a family. We've played with the
Detroit Symphony Orchestra and
at the Detroit Opera House. You
don’t get those opportunities as a
soloist. I think it’s a chance to
express myself as a musician. Most
of the group members are singers,
and play another instrument. It's a
talented group of people to make

.music with.”

Group president, Millie Everson
of Livonia, a retired voice teacher,
agrees.

“It’s very challenging musically.
t's a dedicated group that works
very hard. It’s fun to be performing
with such a quality group. The .

Bronze level is the highest level.”

She’s also looking forward to Sat~
urday’s concert.

“It’s not often that you get to see
groups of this caliber playing .
together at the same time. And it’s

- fun to see what the other grmxps

are doing.”

Adventure: Join
Tarzan and Jane as
they swing through
the jungle in
“Disney’s Jungle
Adventures on Ice.”
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DiSNeY o peses: Chamber series features string trio

Jackson and Sting, and Olympic
medalists Kristi Yamaguchi,
Scott Hamilton, Katarina Witt,
and Nancy Kerrigan.

Disney’s Jungle Adventures on
Ice marks the first time a Disney
on Ice production has premiered
on both sides of the ocean. The
two independent world-class
casts left Lakeland, Fla., where
the show was developed, for the
open road on road on Sept. 1.
They will tour 45 different coun-
tries, and the show will be pre-
sented in the home country’s lan-
guage.

How does that translate?

“Human nature is ultimately
the same across all borders,”
said Pearson. “We hold the same
ideals, respecting, having a
warm family to protect you.
Family is a good thing, growing

‘OR PATIO FURN\TURE
i
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Michigan manufacturers for more than 31 years!

“The story is about how you
grow and develop your role with-
in your family, There’s a story

- for each generation.”

Jungle Book, he believes,

appeals to grandparents, Tarzan

_to parents, and The Lion King to
kids.

“Our job is to make it a three-
hour experience that makes you
feel like you've been to another
part of the world, and remind
you that the most important peo-
ple are the ones next to you,”
said Pearson.

“This is a happy experience,
sometimes we gcare you, and
there’s a lot of romance involved.
You walk into the jungle, and
that’s a scary place. The cos-
tumes are amazing. It’s one of
the most spectacular shows
you'll ever see.”

DISNEY
Adventure: G'oofy, Minnie, kaey and Donald explore
the jungle in “Disney’s Jungle Adventures on Ice.”

+ Convenient Shop-AT~Hofne
Service

- Michigan Based Manufacturer for
over 31 Years

Buy (TEMO Sunrooms, Marquis

Canton

Clinton Townshi
20330 Hall Roa

The Chamber Music at the
Scarab Club will present the
Borsarello String Trio, 7 p.m.
Sunday, Feb. 25 in a program of
works by Bach, Boridin and

Schubert in the main gallery of

the Scarab Club in Detroit.

Tickets are $15, available at

the door, or call (248) 474-8930
for more information. The
Scarab Club is at 217
Farnsworth, behind the Detrmt

vInstltute of Arts.

Founded in 1998 by vwhmst
Velda Kelly of Farmington, and
cellist Nadine Deleury of Birm-
ingham, the Chamber Music at
the Scarab Club series focuses
on audience-friendly musical
presentations and programs.

Sunday’s concert, features the
Parisian-based Borsarello String
Trio, three brothers — violinist,
Jean-Luc, violist, Jacques, and
cellist, Fredenc’

They are dedicated to promot-

ing the string repertoire, and

also enjoy collaborating with
guest artists. The Schubert C
Major quintet to be performed at
the Scarab Club is an excellent
example of this. Kelly and
Deleury will join them for the
performance of this beautiful
work.

“String trios have thelr own
unique challenges that make
intonation and the blending of
tone colors particularly difficult,”
said Kelly. “Unlike a string
quartet, a trio lacks a second vio-

lin to link the range of the (first)
violin to that of the viola. Each
voice in a string trio is that of a

“soloist and is always very

exposed. The warm sonority of
the Borsarello’s three Italian
instruments made during the
same period, helps them meet
these challenges.”

The group’s latest recording is
a beautiful example of their
sense of homogeneity in sound,
style and intonation. “The CD of
six Bach Preludes and a Fugues,
a'rranged for string trio by
Mozart, is pure delight,” sa;d
Kelly.

In addition to their busy

schedule as a trio, the brothers
all hold teaching positions at’

highly reputable conservatories.

Jean-Luc is a successful artist
who has won many competitions
and has had many exhibits. He
gets his ifspiration from
Provence landscapes. Frederic is. -
also a composer of music for the - -
cello. Jacques has written and .«
published several novels.

The trio tours extensively and .

has performed in Europe, New'
Caledonia and Asia. ;

Kelly has been teaching and:
performing in metropolitan - -
Detroit since 1983. She'is a -
member of the Michigan Opera
Theatre Orchestra, performs as
an extra with the Detroit Sym-:-
phony Orchestra, and is co-artis-~
tic director of Chamber Music at :
the Scarab Club

Plymouth Theatre Guild shines in ‘South Pacific’

Plymouth Theatre Guild pre-
sents the Rodgers and Hammer-
stein musical “South Pacific” 8
p.m. Friday-Saturday, Feb. 23-
24, March 2-3; and 6 p.m. Sun-
day, Feb. 25, at the Water Tower
Theatre, Northvzlle. Tickets, $12,

$8 ages 18 and under. Call (248)

349-7110.
BY PAMELA JOY MCGOWAN
SPECIAL WRITER

There ain’t nothin’ like the tal-
ents of the Plymeoeuth Theatre
Guild cast and crew — a talent
that can be witnessed in their
current production, South Pacif-
ic.

The popular Rodgers and

Hammerstein musgical is, for the
most, part, two separate love sto-
ries. The first is a love between a
young nurse named Nellie For-
bush (Susan Merenda) and a
middle-aged Frenchman named
Emile de Becque (Kerry Plague).

They meet after she is sta-
tioned on the island on which he
has found refuge for a crime he
committed in France. The rela-

tionship is soon ambushed by
the fact that he was previously

Now Appearing...
Lisa Cunningham

and Q9

& NOW EVERY
TUESDAY & THURSDAY

DAVE The DJ

Formerly at Vickie's Steakhous

married to a Polynesian woman,
and her conservative, prejudice

" upbringing pushes her to Wash

That Man Right Outta Her Hair.
She later realizes the error of
her ways when she is forced to
wait for him to return from a
dangerous military mission.

A youthful Lt. Joseph Cable
{Anthony J. Provenzola) discov-
ers true love on a visit to Bali
Ha'l, a neighborinhg island. The
object of his affection is a very
young native girl, Liat (Sarah
Curle). She is the daughter of
Bloody Mary (Kristin Curle) who
sells overpriced grass skirts and
shrunken heads to the military
men — she seems to disregard
the women — on the island.
Once again, the stigma of inter-
racial relationships comes
between lovers and is not over-
come until it may be too late.

The strong social issues
regarding race and war are
greatly softeked by the music
and humor in this produetion.
The comedic lead is definitely
Toby Booker playing Luther Bil-
lis. Booker’s There is Nothin’
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HOLD HINTS

Like a Dame performed with the
assistance of several handsome
and talented sailors, Seabees
and Marines, and his Thanksgiv-
ing Follies finale scenes, are
absolute show-stealers. And how
he survives that amazing tumble
out of the women’s dressing tent
with coconut shells strapped to
his chest is a mystery itself.

Leads

The leads played by Plymouth-
Salem High School sophomore
Susan Merenda, Canton resident

Kerry Plague, and Anthony J.

Provenzola of Farmington Hills,
are strong in both genres: acting
and singing. With the assistance
of a fine orchestra conducted by
Steve Woznicki, each voice and
song contributes to the storyin a
positive way.

Unfortunately, Sarah Curle’s
character has no speaking parts
and is forced to rely on the “sign
language” of “Happy Talk” and
the language of love.

Other notable performances
include Bruce White as Captain
Brackett, and Dennis Day as
Commander William Harbison.
Their interactions with each
other never miss a mark. Eric
Decker does a great job as Stew-

y
..
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pot, joining Booker’s quest for:
laughs, and getting them. Deck-
er, Booker and the other Sailors,
Seabees and Marines really’
shine in the tender moment of-
“Bali Ha'l” when they all become
entranced by the sight and-
sounds of the nearby island.’
And their dancing-isn’t bad
either. '
The biggest scene-stealer -
would have to be Jim McNiff as
the Shore Patrolman. Though
his character is onstage barely a
few minutes, the audience can-
not miss his charged humeor and
stage presence. .

Sets are well done, and the
sound and lighting of this fairly’
complex production, appear .
quite flawless. Director Kath-
leen Booker and Assistant Direc-
tor Dennis Hubel, and their
crew, have done an excellent job.
bringing a World War II South
Pacific Island experience to the.-
Water Tower Theatre in
Northville. '

Pamela Joy McGowan is a
Livonia resident and reviews,
community theater productions
for the Observer Newspapers.
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The Genesis Troupe presents
Thornton Wilder’s “Our Town” 8
p.m. Friday-Saturday, Feb. 23-
24 and 6 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 25,
in the social hall at St. Kenneth’s
Catholic Church, 14951 Hagger-
ty Road, Plymouth. Tickets, $5 at
the door. A portion of proceeds
benefits the American Cancer
Society, call (784) 981-3163 for
information.

BY CARL BOOKSTEIN
SPECIAL WRITER

The sun is coming up. The peo-
ple of the town are awakening.
'The year is 1901. The place is
Grover’s Corners, N. H. It is a
small town, apparently like any
other American small town. The
difference is the people.

Thornton Wilder’s Pulitzer
Prize-winning play, Our Town
states — “something is eternal.
Everybody knows this in their
bones, and that something is
human beings.” It is the way the
best of the newly formed Genesis
Troupe captures these people
that makes the performance
work. Keep in mind that the
Genesis Troupe is made up of
novice actors. Nevertheless,
under the capable direction of
Marlene Landry of Livonia, they
make these small town people,
these eternal human beings,
come alive.

There are a few primary fac-
tors that make this production
work. First’ off, is the play itself,

Stage se

Players Guild of Dearborn will
present the drama All My Sons
as its fourth production of the
season, Friday-Saturday, March
2-3, Friday-Sunday, March 9-11,
and Friday-Saturday, March 16-
17. Tickets are $11, and all seats
are reserved. Senior and student
discounts available. The theater
is at 21730 Madison, southeast
of Monroe and Quter Drive in
Dearborn. Call (313) 561-TKTS.

H Allison Long, a fresh-
man at Churchill High
School in Livonia, as
Emily, gets better and
better as the play goes
on.

.with the audience.

written so eloquently by Wilder,
with true insight about making
the most of life. A production of
this play almost can’t go wrong.
The state setting.is spare, and
the cast acts without props,
allowing the writing, and the
acting, to come to the fore-
ground.

Regarding the acting, the
three strongest performers of the
play help elevate this novice
troupe to a credible level.

The first is Lane Ritter as the
stage manager. As Our Town
commences, Ritter walks up
from the audience wearing a
blue suit, brown hat, with a pipe
in his mouth, setting the stage
himself.

The stage manager breaks

through normal theatrical con- -

ventions, and develops a rapport
Ritter,
despite not being on stage for 47
years, is right for the role. He
embodies a certain small town
class and respectability. The
audience naturally likes him,

and through him, favors the

other characters of Grover’s Cor-
ners.

Jackie Rush, a Jumor at
Northville High School, does a
first-rate job as Mrs. Gibbs. Alli-
son Long, a freshman at
Churchill High School in Livo-
nia, as Emily, gets better and
better as the play goes on. She
practically steals the show in the
third act.

Aside from these three fine
performances, the viewer is defi-
nitely. aware that this is a novice
theater group, but the cast nev-

~ertheless, does capture the small

town charm of Grover’s Corners,

Act 3, which takes place in the
town cemetery is profound with
lines such as “Earth is too beau-
tiful to be full realized but by
saints, poets and the dead.”.

According to Delores Pearson
of Canton who is the play’s assis-
tant director, the Genesis Troupe
seeks to add some new dimen-
sions to the local community the-
ater scene, namely, to provide
affordable, quality, family enter-
tainment. v

With Our Town, the Genesis
Troupe does that by selling tick-
ets at the bargain rate of $5
each, and by having apparently
found the right vehicle for nur-
turing beginning talent.

Carl Bookstein is ¢ Farming-
ton Hills resident who reviews
community theater for the
Observer Newspapers.

for All My Sons’

Written by Arthur Miller, the
production promises audiences
an intense plot that will touch
the soul.

Set just after World War II, All
My Sons tells the story of two
families — the Kellers and the
Deevers. Joe Keller and Herbert
Deever were partners making
airplane parts during the war.
Later on, it was discovered that

OMMUTER

XPRESS

the parts were defective, and
responsible for many casualties.
Deever was sent to prison, but
Keller went free and continued a
successful business career.

The shadow of this catastrophe
follows both families through
Miller’s powerful drama.

The cast includes Ron
Williams, Jr. of Redford Town-
ship as George Deever.
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On stage: Joseph Xuereb as George szbs and Allison Long, (Emzly Webb Gibbs), in
a scene from The Genesis Troupe’s presentation of “Our Town.”
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THEATER

CENTURY THEATRE: Mind Games

continues through July 29, at the

“theater, Detroit. $24.50-$34.50.
(313) 963-9800
DETROIT REPERTORY THEATRE:
Moms Mabley: The Naked Truth
continues to March 18, at the the-
ater, Detroit. $15. (313) 868-1347
FISHER THEATRE: Tallulah contin-
ues to Sunday, March 4, 8 p.m.
Tuesday-Thursday, 7:30 p.m.
Sunday, and 2 p.m. Saturday-
Sunday, at the theater, Detroit.
$30-$47.50. (248) 645-6666;
Ragtime, the musical opens March
27 and continues to April 15 ($35-
$75); Rob Becker's Defending the
Caveman April 18-29 ($35-$45).
FOX THEATRE: Smokey Joe’s Cafe,
starring Gladys Knight, March 27-

. April 1, at the theater. Showtimes
vary. $23.75-$38.75. (313) 983-
6611
GEM THEATRE: The Tropital Pickle
continues through Aug. 26, at the
‘Gem Theatre, Detroit. $24.50-
$36.50. (313) 963-9800
MASONIC TEMPLE THEATRE:
Disney's Beauty and the Beast
Thursday-Sunday, Feb. 22-25; The
Civil War starring Larry Gatlin
Wednesday-Sunday, March 7-11
($19-$55), at the theater, Detroit,
(248) 645-6666

- MEADOW BROOK THEATRE: Killing
Time continues to Sunday, March
11, at the theater on the campus
of Qakland University, Rochester.
Performance times vary. $21\
$37.50. (248) 377-3300/( 24&)
645-6666; discussions: “Death and
Life: A Religious Perspective” with

- Professor Charles Mahee the uni-
versities potestant chaplain and
professorof religious studies noon
Tuesday, March 6 in 112
Vandenbrug Hall at Oakland
University, Rochester, Free.

. PERFORMANCE NETWORK: The
comedy Maggie Rose continues to

. March 4, at the theater, Ann Arbor.
(734) 663-0681
ROYAL SHAKESPEARE COMPANY:
Perform a cycle of Shakespeare’s

- history plays Henry VI, Parts I, I
and it and Richard ill Saturday-
Sunday March 10-11 and 17-18
and Tuesday-Thursday, March 13-
15, at the Power Center for the

- Performing Arts, Ann Arbor. $30 to
$80 (stage seats), 4 play cycle
seats $108 to $250 (stage seats).
(734) 764-2538 -

N

COMMUNITY
THEATER

FARMINGTON PLAYERS: Spend an

evening in a haunted house when
the Players present The Uninvited,

" a ghost tale set in the 1940s on

the English coast 8 p.m. Friday-

~.Saturday, Feb. 23-24, and 8 p.m.

Thursday, Feb. 22, at Barnes &
Noble Booksellers, West
Bloomfield. $12. (248) 553-2955

.. GENESIS TROUPE: Our Town 8 p.m.

Friday-Saturday, Feb. 23-24 and-6
p.m. Sunday, Feb. 25, at St. :
Kenneth’s Catholic Church,
Plymouth. $5. (734) 981-3163
NOVI THEATRES: The Music Man.
7:30 p.m. Friday-Saturday, March
© 2-4 and 9-10, and 3 p.m. Sunday,
March 4 and 11, at the Novi Civic
Center Stage. $15. (248) 347-
0400
PLYMOUTH THEATRE GUILD:
Presents the Rodgers and
Hammerstein musical South Pacific
§ p.n. Friday-Saturday, Feb. 16-
17, Feb. 23-24 and March 2-3; 6
* p.m. Sunday, Feb. 25, at the
Water Tower Theatre,
‘Northville. $12, $8 ages 18 and
under. (248) 349-7110 :
RIQGEDALE PLAYERS: Carousel 8
_ p.m. Friday-Saturday, March 2-3, 9-
10, 16-17 and 23-24, and 3 p.m,

- Sunday, March 11, 18 and 25, at
the playhouse, Troy. $13 $12 on
Sundays for seniors/students; cof-
fee and sandwich afterglow includ-
ed. (248) 988-7049
STAGECRAFTERS: Songs for a New
World, A New Musical Revue! con-
tinues to Sunday, March 4, Baldwin
Theatre, Royal Oak. $2, reserved.
(248) 541-6430

COLLEGE
THEATER

BONSTELLE THEATRE: One Flew

Over the Cuckoo’s Nest March 2-4
and 9-11, at the theater on the
Wayne State University campus,
Detroit. $8-$10. (313) 577-2960
EMU THEATRE: Arms and the Man
8 p.m. Friday-Saturday, Feb. 23-24
~ and March .2-3 and Thursday,
March 4, and 2:30 p.m. Sunday,
Feb. 25, in Quirk Theatre on the
campus of Eastern Michigan
University, Ypsilanti. $13 Friday-
Saturday, $11 Sunday, and $8
Thursday. (734) 487-1221
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HILBERRY THEATRE:
Shakespeare’s Cymbeline through
April 5; Antigone by Jean Anouilh
runs in rotating repertory through
March 29; Luigi Pirandello’s Six
Characters in Search of an Author
runs in rotating repertory untii Feb.
22, performances 8 p.m. Thursday-
Saturday, 2 p.m. Wednesday and
Saturday, at the theater on the
Wayne State University campus,
Detroit. (343) 577-2972

THEATRE COMPANY: Brutality of
Fact 8 p.m. Thursday-Saturday,
Feb. 22-24, and 2 p.m. Sunday,
Feb. 25, at McAuley Auditorium on
the University of Detroit-Mercy
campus. $12, $10 seniors/stu-
dents at local universities. (313)
993-1130

U-M-DEARBORN PLAYERS’ CLUB:
Lysistrata 8 p.m. Friday-Saturday,
Feb. 23-24, in the School of
Management builging Lecture Hall
B on the campus. Free, (313) 277-
8376 . .

YOUTH

PRODUCTIOINS

PONTIAC THEATRE IV: Up the
Down Stalrcase, 8 p.m. Friday-
Saturday, March 16-17, 23-24,
Pontiac Northern High School. $7,

| students/seniors, $6. (248) 656-

7730

PUPPETART: The Crane Maiden, .
based on a Japanese folk tale 2
p.m. Saturday, Feb. 24, at the

Detroit Puppet Theater, Detroit. $7,

_$5 children. (313) 961-7777

. SEPTEMBER PRODUCTIONS: The
Reluctant Dragon, 10 a.m. and
11:30 a.m. Wednesday-Friday,
March 7-9, Livonia Civic Center
Library Auditorium. $5 ($4 for
groups of 20). (248) 6150414
WILD SWAN THEATRE: Along the
Tracks based on incidents related
to the Underground Railroad in
Detroit, Ann Arbor and Windsor
(recommended for students in
grades 3-12) 10 a.m. and 12:30
p.m. Thursday-Friday, Feb. 22-23, in
the Community Arts Auditorium at
Wayne State University, Detroit.
$8, $6 children. (734) 763-
8587/(734) 995-0530 group sales

YOUTHEATRE: {shangi Africa enter-
tains with traditional music, dance,
storytelling and costumes 1.1 a.m.

and 2 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 24 and 2.

p.m. Sunday, Feb. 25, at the
Millennium Centre, Southfield. $8
advance, $10 at door. (248) 557-
7529 or on-line at www.youthe-
atre.org

SPECIAIL
EVENTS

AMAZING CLARK: Presents a hon-
violent version of the classic
Victorian tale Punch and Judy with
more than 10 large hand-carved
puppet 1 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 24, at
the Summit on the Park, Canton.
$3. (734) 394-5185

DAVID COPPERFIELD: Performs
March 23-25, Fox Theatre, Detroit.
$27.50-$45. (313) 9836611
CHAMPIONS ON ICE: Featuring
Michelie Kwan, Brian Boitano,
Viktor Petrenko, Nicole Bobek,
Rudy Galindo and more, 7:30 p.m.

-Friday, April 20, Joe Louis Arena,

Detroit. $25-$55. (313) 983-6606
GALA BALL: Hosted by the United
Irish Society, 6:30 p.m. to mic- N
night, Saturday, March 3, at the
Dearborn Inn. Entertainment by
two bands. Tickets $75 per person,
advance sales only, call (313) 561-
8930 or (734) 243-3592

MARCEL MARCEAU: To perform
briefly during the Ford Honors
Program paying tribute to him 6
p.m. Saturday, May 12 in Hill
Auditorium, 825 N. University, Ann
Arbor. The University Musical
Society will present Marceau with
its Distinguished Artist Award at
that time. in addition to the perfor-
mance, there will be a tribute to
his legacy in Ann Arbor and
throughout the world. A benefit din-
ner follows. (734) 764-2538
MARDI GRAS PARTY: Features the
music of the Gabriel New Orleans
Band and traditional New Orleans

~cuisine 7 p.m. Monday, Feb. 26, at

St. Matthew’s-St. Joseph's
Episcopal Church, Detroit. $25
advance, $30 at door. (313) 864-
2337/(313) 871-4750

POLISH WEDDING GALA: Marysia
and Janek are getting matried and
you're invited. The Highlanders’
Wedding Feast: A Polish Evening of
Goralski Tradition, Song and Dance
takes place Saturday, April 28, pre-
sented by the Polish Alliance
Dancers of Dearborn and the
General Pulaski Polish Language
Schoot. $35, $20 for children age
12 and under. Reservations must
be made by Friday, April 13. Call
{313) 581-3181 (days), (734) 789-
8801 {evenings)

REDFORD THEATRE: Thunderball
starring Sean Connery 8 p.m.
Friday-Saturday, Feb. 23-24, and 2
p.m. Saturday, Feb. 24, organ over-
tures begin 30-minutes earlier, at
the theater. $3. (313) 531-4407

STORYTELLING FESTIVAL: 8 p.m.
Friday-Saturday, Feb. 23-24 for

adults ($15), and 1 p.m. Sunday,
Feb. 25 ($7) for children, at The
Ark, Ann Arbor. (734) 763-TKTS

BENEFITS

ANGELS’ PLACE CONCERT:*
Features Manfred Dreilech, and
Mark Tisdall and Barbara Ogar per-
forming a variety of music 7:30
p.m. Saturday, March 24, at St.
Hugo of the Hills Church,
Bloomfield Hills. No charge but a
free will offering will benefit
Angels’ Place, a nonprofit organiza-
tion providing Christian homes and
services. for adults with develop-
mental disabilities. (248) 350-
2203 .

CARE HOUSE CONCERT: Bare
Assets, four atiorneys play jazz 8
p.m. Saturday, March 3, at
McVees, 23380 Telegraph Road,
Southfield. To benefit Care House
of the Child Abuse and Neglect
Council. McVees donates part of
the proceeds from the evening’s
receipts at the restaurant/bar.
(248) 352-8243

ELIZABETHAN ELEGANCE: The
Piymouth Community Arts Coundii
will hold its annual dinner/auction
fund-raiser Saturday, March 31 at
St. John's Conference Center in
Piymouth. $60. (734) 416-4278
The evening features an :
Elizabethan theme complete with
musician Matt Watroba as Henry
VIl conducting the live auction. A
silent auction will tempt revelers

with a huge array of art works, jew-

elry, sports tickets, dinners, and
travel getaways. Following a sump-
tuous meal and the live auction,
guests can dance the night away’
to the music of the Couriers. In
addition, a putting tournament has
been included with a specialty put-
ter as the prize. A preview of auc-
tion items will be held 7-9 p.m.
Friday, March 23 at the arts coun-
cil.

HEART & MUSIC...TOO!: A cgicbra-
tion of Broadway's best in song to
benefit the St. Dunstan Theatre
Guild Buitding Renovation Fund 8
p.m. Thursday-Saturday, Feb. 22-
24, 400 Lone Pine Road (between
Cranbrook and Lahser Roads)
Bloomfield Hills. Tickets $15, for a
suggested donation of $30 or
maore, guests receive preferential
seating and a reception of hot and
cold hors d’oeuvres, 8:30 p.m.
before 8 p.m. performances, or
12:30 p.m. before 2 p.m. Sunday
performance. (248) 584-
0696/(248) 356-7562,
www.Stdunstanstheatre.com

MADOGNNA UNIVERSITY: David
Wagner will perform a recital 3
p.m. Sunday, Feb. 25, at Christ Qur
Savior Lutheran Church, Livonia.
Free will offering will go to the pur-
c§ese of a two-mariual mechanical
action organ. (734) 432-5708-

MASKORAIDE FOR COTS: The
Maniscaico Gallery presents a
reception, showcasing masks that
will be auctioned off to benefit
COTS, 7-10 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 24
at the gallery, Detroit. (313) 886-
2993. COTS third annual
MASKorAIDE auction will be 6 p.m.
to midnight Saturday, March 10 at

‘the Detroit Yacht Club. This is

COTS’ (Coalition on Temporary

Shelter) major fund-raiser. For more |

information, call Beth McKeown at
(313) 576-0219. The masks have
been painted by local artists and
celebrities such as hockey player
Wayne Gretsky

. students. (313) 593-5330 -

‘Ensemble offering a range of music

WAYNE RESA: Taste, Toast, and
Teach, 6-8 p.m, Wednesday, March
28§ at the Detroit Opera House. Jazz
artist Alexander Zonjic is honorary
chairperson. $50. Benefits Wayne
RESA Future Teachers Scholarship
Program. (734) 334-1624.

CLASSICAL.

BORSARELLO STRING TRIO:
Performs the music of Bach,
Boridin and Schubert, 7 p.m.
Sunday, Feb. 25, in the intimate
setting of the main gallery at the
Scarab Club, 217 Farnsworth,
Detroit, behind the Detroit institute
of Arts. Tickets $15. (248) 474-
8930. .
BIRMINGHAM-BLOOMFIELD
SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA: An
evening featuring a getting to know
you dinner and music by the Motor
City Brass Band 4:30 p.m. Sunday,
March 4, followed by 7 p.m. ton-
cert by the BBSO, at Temple Beth
El, Bloomfield Hills. $65, dinner
reservations deadline is March 1.
(248) 645-2276/(313) 846-8888
BORSARELLO STRING TRIO:
Perform the music of Bach, Boridin
and Schubert 7 p.m. Sunday, Feb.
25, at the Scarab Club behind the
Detrojt Institute of Arts. $15.
(248) 474-8930 - :
DETROIT SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA:
Beethoven’s Symphony No. 3
Eroica 8 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 22,
10:45 a.m. Friday, Feb. 23, and
8:30 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 24, at .
Orchestra Hall. $15-$52. (313)
576-5111 or via the Web site at
www.detroitsymphony.com
FAIRLANE MUSIC GUILD: Great
Lakes Wind Quintet, 7:30 p.m.
Sunday, Feb. 25, Henry Ford
Estate, University of Michigan-
Dearborn. $15/$14 seniors/$9

MADONNA UNIVERSITY: The facul-
ty will hold a music recital 3
p.m. Sunday, Feb. 25, the recital
includes solo and ensemble
pieces for flute, clarinet, guitar
and piano by Beethoven, Chopin
and other composers, and vocal .
Broadway and operatic selec-
tions by Donna Kallie, Helene
Rottenberg, Will Horwath,
Barbara Wiltsie, and Linette
Popoff-Parks. Guest artists are -
Cathy and Irving Feldman, in
Kresge Hall on campus, 36600
Schoolcraft Road at Levan in
Livonia. $5 and benefits the
musie scholarship fund (734)
432-5709 .
PRAGUE CHAMBER ORCHESTRA: _
With the Beaux Arts Trio 8 p.m.
Wednesday, March 7, at Hill .
Auditorium, Ann ARbor. $14-$40.
(734) 764-2538

PRO MUSICA SOCIETY: Features
Kristjan Jarvi and Absolute

from Bach and Beeth.oven to Jimi
Hendrix 8 p.m. Wednesday, Feb.
28, at the Detroit Institute of Arts.

cevscwse

$30. (313) 866-5639
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SPHINX COMPETITION FINALS
CONCERT: Competition promotes
the development of young black
and Latino string instrument musi-
clans, 3 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 25, at
Orchestra Hall, Detroit. $10. (313)
576-5111

TINY TOTS SERIES: For ages 36
“Fun Dances from Faraway Lands”
11 a.m. Saturday, March 3, at the
Seligman Performing Arts Center,
Detroit Country Day School,
Beverley Hills. $11. (313) 576-
5111

UNIVERSITY MUSICAL SOCIETY:
Prague Chamber Orchestra, joined
by Beaux Arts Trio, 8 p.m.
Wednesday, March 7, Hill
Auduitorium, Ann Arbor. $40, $30,
$20, $14. (734) 764-2538, (800)
2211229

WSU CONCERTO cOMPETITION
CONCERT: 7 p.m. monday, Feb. 286,
in the Community Arts Auditorium
on the Wayne State campus,
Detroit. Free. (313) 577-1795
WSU WIND SYMPHONY: 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday, March 6, at SS. Peter and

{ Paul Church, Detroit. Free will

offering. (313) 846-2222, ext. 119

- AUDITIOINS/
OPPORTUNITIES

ALL-MALE CHORUS: Looking for
singers with the ability to carry a
tune for Wayne Chapter of SPEB-

' SQSA, rehearsals 7:30 p.m.

Tuesdays, ability to read music not
required, at Newburg United
Methodist Church, Livonia. (734)
722-2186 .
BIRMINGH-BLOOMFIELD
SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA: Young
Artist Competition for middle and

| high school instrumental and piano

students March 12-14, cash prizes.

" For an application, call {248) 645-

22786 or.visit the Web site at
www.bbsocompetition.org
CALL FOR DANCERS: Auditions ¥
an intensive summer program,

| directed by Jillana, former prinCig.:

dancer with the New York City
Ballet, will be held 4-6 p.m.

| Saturday, Feb. 24 at Bunny

Sanford’s School of Dance, Livonia.
Registration is 30 minutes before -
audition. $15 audition fee and
photo in first arabesque required.
(734) 464-7440. The workshop,
held in New Mexico, is designed for
pre-professional dancers ages 11-
17. Guest teachers include former -
prima ballerina, Maria Tallchief and
New York City Ballet principal
dancer Kyra Nichols. The school

will also offer a six-week session of
ballet classes with lacob Lascu for
intermediate and advanced dancers
9:30-11 a.m. Wednesday beginning
March 7. Teachers are welcome.

FARMINGTON PLAYERS: Auditions

for males ages 17-45 for Stalag 17
7 p.m. Monday-Tuesday, March 5-6,
at Barnes & Noble Bookstore, West
Bloomfield. For performances. April

'27-May 19. (248) 553-2955

NOVI THEATRE’S CHILDREN v
ANNEX: Raggedy Ann & Andy audi-
tions, 4 p.m. Tuesday, March 13

‘and Thursday, March 15, (ages 10-

14), The Novi Center Stage, 45175
W. 10 Mile Road, Novi.
Performances Friday-Sunday, May
18-20. Actors must pay $125 par-.
ticipation once cast. (248) 347-
0400

PLYMOUTH THEATRE GUILD: o
Auditions for four women and seven

‘men for Vaudeville: A Play with

Music 7 p.m. Monday-Tuesday,
March 5-6, at Watertower Theatre .
on the.campus of Northvilie
Psychiatric Hospital. For perfor-
mances May 4-5, 11-13 and 18-19.
(248) 349-7110/(734) 455-2466
or visit the Web site at www.cause-
way.com/ptg :

| TINDERBOX PRODUCTIONS: Begins

a 6-week winter workshop
Satyrday, Feb. 24, student in K-12
may choose classes or take the full
program. (313) 535-8962

VSA ARTS OF MICHIGAN: The
Southeast Region Committee of
VSA Arts of Michigan (formerly
Very Special Arts Michigan) is
looking for children and adults with
mental and physical challenges to
perform at its Celebrate Arts-
Ability Festival Friday-Saturday,
May 4-5 at Wonderland Mall in
Livonja. Deadline to apply is
Thursday, March 15. Special needs
school and community groups and

| solo acts from the metro Detroit

area will drsplay their dance, vocal
and instrumental music achieve-
ments at the festival. Shoppers and
performers will explore their ¢re-
ativity through hands-on art, music
and movement activities. For more
information or applications, call

| (248) 646-3347
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THEATRE GUILD OF LIVONIA-
REDFORD: Is fooking for play-
wrights to feature in its One Acts-
travaganza. Scripts accepted until
Thursday, March 15. Mail scripts
for consideration to: The Theatre
Guitd of Livonia-Redford, 15138
Beech Daly Road, Redford, M
48239. (313) 531-0554.

POPS/SWING
e —————————————

BIRD OF PARADISE ORCHESTRA: 9
p.m. Monday, at the Bird of
Paradise, Ann Arbor. $7 cover.
(734) 662-8310 (big band, swing,
bop) :
CANTATA ACADEMY:
Perform a cabaret concert 8
p.m. Saturday, March 3, at the
Southfield Centre for the Arts.
$15, $12 seniors/students.
(248) 358-9868
JIM PARAVANTES & COMPANY:
8:30 p.m. to 1 a.m. Friday-Saturday
through February, at Excalibur,
Southfield. (248) 358-3355

\

HANDBREILI.S

TRI STATE BRONZE INVITATIONAL:
An annual concert featuring five
advanced handbell choirs perform-

ing in mass, 7 p.m. Saturday, Feb.

24, features Classical Bells of
Metropolitan Detroit based in
Livonia, Kalamazoo Ringers,
Carillon Choir of Midland, and
the Kettering Advent Ringers -
and Renaissance Ringers of Ohio
playing a variety of music from
patriotic to spirituals and origi-
nal compositions, at Highland
Park Baptist Church, Southfield. $5
donation for admission. (734)
425-7861

COMMUNITY
BAND

BIRMINGHAM CONCERT BAND: A
Little Bit of lrish cabaret concert,
featuring the Straw Hat Band with
Dave Falvay, 3 p.m. Stuinday, March
11, Birmingham Groves High
School cafeteria. 13 Mile Road at
Evergreen, Beveri Hills.
Refreshments served, no charge,
but donations to the band's
Interlochen scholarship fund, wel-
comed and appreciated.

J A Z 2
MARK ARSHAK: 8:30 p.m.
Thursday, Feb. 22, and 9 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 24, at Edison’s,
Birmingham. No cover. (248) 645-
2150
BUGS BEDDOW BAND: 9:30 p.m.
to 1 a.m. Friday-Saturday, March 2-
3, at Beale Street B;ies. Pontiac.
(248) 334-7900
RON BROOKS TRIO: © p.m. Tuesciay
and Thyrsday, at the Bird of
Paradise, Ann Arbor. $5 cover.
(734) 662-8310
PAUL FINKBEINER’S JAM SESSION:
9 p.m. Sunday, at the Bird of
Paradise, Ann Arbor. $2 cover.
(734) 662-8310
TIM FLAHARTY TRIO: 8:30 p.m. to
12:30 a.m. Sundays beginning Feb.
25, at Rosie O'Grady’s, Ferndale.
(248) 591-9163
DALE GRISA TRIO: 6-8 p.m.
Tuesday, at Sweet Lorraine’s in the
Livonia Marriott Hotel. {(734) 953-
7480
LOS GATO0S:.9 p.m. Wednesday, at
the Bird of Paradise, Ann Arbor. $5
cover. (734) 662-8310
BETTY JOPLIN: Friday-Saturday,
Feb. 23-24, at the Bird of Paradise,
Ann Arbor. $10. (734) 662-8310
MATT MICHAELS TRIO: With Chris
Collins, saxophone/clarinet, and
the wayne State University Vocal
Jazz Group with April Tini , 8-11:30
p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 28, at Ron’s
Fireside Inn, 28937 Warren Road
{east of Middlebelt), Garden City.
(734) 762-7756 '
RJ’S RHYTHM ROCKERS: 9 p.m.
Friday, Feb. 23, at Edison’s,
Birmingham. No cover. (248) 645-
2150
VANGUARD JAZZ ORCHESTRA: A
tribute to the music of Thad Jones
featuring Charles McPherson 8
p.m. Friday, Feb. 23, at Orchestra
Hall, Detroit. $17-$47. (313) 576-
5141

WSU JAZZ FACULTY: Perform
11:45 a.m. Friday, Feb. 23, in the
Schaver Music Recital Hall adja-
cent to the Old Main Building on
campus, Detroit. Free. (313) 577-
1795

WORLD
MUSIC

BLACKTHORN: 3 p.m. Sunday,
March 4, at the Southfield Centre
for the Arts. $8, includes opportu-
nity to meet artists following per-
formance. (248) 424-9041 (Celtic)

Making contact: Please submit popular music items for publication to Stephanie Casola; all others to Linda
Chomin, two weeks in advance to the Observer & Eccentric Newspapers, 36251 Schooicraft, Livonia 48150 or

by fax (734) 591-7279. ltems must include the date, time, venue, admission price and a telephone number.
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" BETTER DAYS: © p.m. Saturday,

INTERNATIONAL ACCORDION
NIGHT: Featuring accordionists
from treland, England and France 8
p.m. Wedmesdau. Feb. 28, at The
Ark, Ann Arbor. $13.50. {734) 763-
TKTS

PETER SOAVE: The accordion and
bandoneon players performs music
by Piazzolia and Romero 4 h.m..
Sunday, March 4, at Jefferson
Avenue Presbyterian Church,
Detroit. Free will offering. (313}
822-3456

PATRICK STREET: 7:30 p.m.
Sunday, Feb. 25, at The Ark, Ann
Arbor. $17.50. (734) 763-TKTS
{Celtic) .

IDANCIE

GALA BALL: Presented by United

Irish Society, dinner and dancing
6:30 p.m. to midnight, Saturday,
March 3, at the Dearborn inn. $75,
advance sales only. (31.3) 561-
8930/(734) 243-3592.

GINA GIBNEY DANCE: A sneak pre-
view of the company’s new work

| Several Truths 8 p.m. Friday, March

2 before its New York City pre-
miere, in the Maggie Allesee Dance
Studio in the Old Main building on
the campus of Wayne State
University, Detroit. $10, $5 stu-
dents. (313) 577-4273

M OON-DUSTERS: Baliroom danc-
ing to live bands 8:30-11.:30 p.m.
Saturday, at the Livonia Civic
Center, 15218 Farmington Road,
Livonia. $5. (248) 967-1428
TAMBURITZANS OF DUQUESNE
UNIVERSITY: 2 p.m. Sunday, Feb.
25, at Warren Woods Community
Theater, Warren. $18. (248) 887-
4877

U-M BALLROOM DANCE CLUB:
Ballroom dance lesson and open
dancing 4-10 p.m. Sunday, at the

-Union Ballroom, Ann Arbor, $2.

(734) 763-6984
WATERFORD-OAKS BALLROOM
DANCING: 811 p.m. Friday, March
2, at 2800 Watkins Lake Road,
Waterford. (248) 673-4764

COMEDY

EDDIE GRIFFIN: 8 p.m. Saturday,

March 10, at the Fox Theatre,
Detroit. $30-$60. (248) 433-1515
or www.ticketmaster.com

MARK RIDLEY’S COMEDY CASTLE:
Dan Grueter Thursday-Saturday,
Feb. 22-24, at the club, Royat Oak.
(248) 542-9900

. SECOND CITY: Here Comes My

19th Nervous Breakdown, 8 p.m,
Thursday-Sunday through March
11; 1001 Improv Jammers 8 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 27 and March 6;
Truth, Justice or the American Way
- The Best of Second City 8 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 29 and March 7,
at the club in Detmlt $15 and
$20. (313) 965- -2222/(248) 645-
6666 or www.secondcity.com

MUSEUNMS

AND TOURS
ANN ARBOR HANDS-ON MUSEUM:

The museum offers more than 250
interactive exhibits intended to
make science fun, at the museum,
Ann Arbor. Hours are 10 am. to 5
p.m. Tuesday-Saturday and noon to
5 p.m. Sunday. $6, $4
children/seniors/students. (734)
995-5439 v :
CENTER FOR CARIBBEAN
ARTS/CULTURE: Opens a month
long tribute to C.L.R. James and
his fight for social revolution, at
the center, Detroit. (313) 871-
4594; film series 6 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 28, at the
Museum of African American
History.

DETROIT HISTORICAL MUSEUM:
Go behind the scenes to visit the
Michigan Design Center and have
dinner 6-9 p.m. Thursday, March 1
($74) (313) 833-1405; Wiggle
Giggle Workshop serias continues
1-4 p.m. Saturday, March 10 with a
Culture of India Workshop for chil-
dren ages 5-12. $3 per child, pre-
registration recommended. (313)
833-1262. Museum admission
$4.50 adults, $2.25 seniors/chil-
dren ages 12-18, no charge for
children 11 and younger.

DOSSINS GREAT LAKES MUSEUM:
Special showing of the film docu-
menting the annual Blessing of the
Fleet Ceremony at Mariners Church
10 a.m, to 4 p.m. Saturday, March
3, at the museum, Belle Isle. $2,
$1 seniors/ages 12-18, free for
children under age 12. (313) 852-
4051

LIVE
MU ST C

ACDC: With Siash's Snakepit, 7:30

p.m. Wednesday, May 2, Joe Louis
Arena, Detroit. $35.25-$45.25.
(248) 433-1515 (rock)

ALBERTA ADAMS: 7 p.m. Friday-
Saturday, March 9-10, Fox and
Hounds, Bloomfield Hills. Free. Al
ages. (248) 644-4800

A PERFECT CIRCLE: With Snake

" River Conspiracy, Thursday, March

29, on the campus of Eastern
Michigan University, Ypsilanti.
Details to come. (rock)
ATTENTION BENEFIT DISORDER:
Hosted by The Ghoul, with The

| Witches, Bantam Rooster,

Cinecyde, Bump N Uglies, Edith
Head, 8 p.m. Saturday, March 3,
Magic Stick, Detroit. $8. (313)
833-9700 (rock)

AVAIL: With Propagandhi, J. Church
and Fabulous Disaster, 5:30 p.m.
Monday, March 5, St. Andrews
Hall, Detroit. $10. All ages. (313)
961-MELT.

ERYKAH BADU: With Soulchild,
Talib Kweli, 8 p.m. Thursday, Feb.
22, Fox Theatre, Detroit. $40-$75.
(248) 433-1515

JOHNNIE BASSETT AND THE BLI’?ES
INSURGENTS: 10 p.m. Frtday,
March 2, Center Street Pub,
Detroit. (313) 965-3651

JEFF BECK: 8 p.m. Tuésday, March
13, Fox Theatre, Detroit. $32.50-
$50. (248) 433-1515 (guitar rock)

‘pre smsnav ,Musac,
'Townshi‘p (248 371

FIFTH A\IEN!}E BiLHARDS.
FLYIN ’FISH TAVERN. 176 )

troit.com .
: MR. B’s FARM:

ST, nnonaw's,/m . s
'www%lmelt, om R

WINTERGARDEN ?A ERN*». 33
7189 - - . .
. WOODRUFF'S SUPPER cs.ua»
XHEDOS CAFE: Sista Otis perfor

Nine Mile, Ferndale. Al ages. Free. (248) 3993946 . - .
ZIW'S IRISH TAVERN: 1350 Lapeer Road, Oxford. (2 vs) 969— 67

Feb. 24, Coyote Club, Pontiac.
Free. (248) 332-HOWL. -

BRIDGE: Thursday-Saturday, Feb.
22-24, March 1-3, Bulifrog Bar and
Grill, Redford. (313) 533-4477
SARAH BRIGHTMAN: La Luna
World Tour, 8 p.m. Saturday, March
17, Masonic Temple, Detroit. $35-
$65. (248) 645-6666

THE BROTHERS GROOVE: 10:30
p.m. Mondays, Fifth Avenue
Billiards, Royal Qak. (248) 542-
9922; Thursdays, Music Menu,
Detroit. (313) 964-MENU;
Wednesday, Feb. 28, Cadieux Cafe,
Detroit. (313) 882-8560
BUCKCHERRY: 9 p.m. Saturday,

Feb. 24, St. Andrews Hall, Detroit.

$15. All ages. (313) 961-8961
{garage punk rock)

AL CARMICHAEL: 7 p.m. Monday,
March 5, Fox and Hounds,
Bloomfield Hills. Free. All ages.
(248) 644-4800 (blues)

AARON CARTER: 10 a.m. Sunday,
Feb. 25, State Theatre, Detroit.
$23. All ages. (313) 961-5451
MIKE “AGENT X” CLARK:
Beatdownsounds every Thursday,
One X, Michigan Ave., Detroit.
www.beatdown sounds.com
(house)

COE E :301 Civ Ge 'er D{we ﬁetmlt (313) 983-6616

CONOR O’NEILLS: 318 S. Main, Ann Arbor. Free live entertamment
{734) 665-2968 or www.conorongilis.com
COWE.EY’S' 33338 Grand vaet Avenué‘ Farmmgton {

MIKE CLARK’S PRESCRIPTION
RENEWAL: Featurmg Charlie
Hunter, DJ Logic and Robert
Waiter, with spemat guest
Sugarman 3, 8 p.m. Sunday, March
11, Magic Bag, Ferndale. $15
advance. (248) 544-3030

THE DANIELSON FAMILE: With
Scientific, Flashpap'r, 8 p.m.

1 Sunday, March 4, Magic Stick,

Detroit. $7.(313) 833-9700
DARK STAR ORCHESTRA: 8 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 24, Royal Oak’
Music Theatre, Royal.Oak. $15.
{248) 645-6666

THORNETTA DAVIS: 7 p.m. Friday-
Saturday, Feb. 23-24, Fox-and
Hounds, Bioomfield Hilis. Free, All
ages. (248) 6844-4800 (blues)
DEAD HEROES: With Easy Action,
Throttiebody, 9 p.m. Saturday, Feb.
24, Magic Stick; Detroit. (313)
833-9700 {punk) , .
DEATHCAB FOR CUTIE: With. The
Jealous Sound, The And/Ors, 8
p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 27, Magic
Stick, Detroit. $8. (313) 833-9700

| DELL AND THE ROUGHCUTS: 8

p.m. Saturday, March 3, Trinity
House Theatre, Livonia. $10 or $8
for theater members. (734) 464-
6302

JASON DENNIE: 8 p.m. Saturday,
March 10, Trinity House Theatre,
Livonia. $10 or $8 for theater mem-
hers. (734) 464-8302

Al DI MEOLA’S NEW WORLD
SINFONIA: 8 p.m. Saturday, March
3, Royal Oak Music Theatre, Royal
Oak. $32.50. (248) 645-6666
THE DONNAS:; With Bratmobile, The
Mooney Suzuki, 7 p.m. Sunday,
March 18, Magic Stick, Detroit.
$10. Al ages. (313) 833-9700
(punk)

DOVES: 6:30 p.m. Friday, March 2
St. Andrews Hall, Detroit. $10. All
ages. (313) 961-MELT

CHRIS DUARTE: 8 p.m. Tuesday,
March 6, Magic Bag, Ferndale.
$12, (248) 544-3030

EKOOQOSTIK HOOKAH: Performing for
Hash Bash celebration, 7:30 p.m,
Saturday, April 7, Michigan
Theatre, Ann Arbor, $16.75. Ail
ages. {(734) 668-8397 (jam band)
MARK ELF TRIO: 8 and 10:30 p.m.
Friday, March 2, Firefly Club, Ann
Arbor. $15. 18 and older. (734)
665-9090

ENGLISH BEAT: Featuring Dave
Wakeling, 8 p.m. Saturday, March
10, Magic Bag, Ferndale. (248)
544-3030

EVE 6: With VAST, 5:30 p.m.
Saturday, March 10, Clutch Cargo,
Pontiac. $13. All ages. (248) 333-
2362 (power-pop)

TERRY FARMER: 7 p.m. Saturday,
Feb. 23, Jumpin’ Java Cafe, Lake
Orion. (248) 693-4424; 8:30 p.m.
Friday, March 9, Crazy Wisdom
Bookstore and Tea Room, Ann
Arbor. (734) 665-2757

FAMOUS RAY: 9:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 28, Blind Pig, Ann
Arbor. $3 for over 21 and $5 under
21. (734) 996-8555
GODSMACK: With Staind, Cold &
Systematic, 7 p.m. Tuesday, April
10, Eastern Michigan University
Convocation Center, Ypsilanti.
$27.50. (248) 645-6666

GRAND FUNK RAILROAD: 8 p.m.
Thursday, March 22, The Palace of
Auburn Hills. $9.47-$22. (248)
645-6666 .

AL HILL: With The Love Butlers,

'8:30 p.m.Tuesday, Feb. 27, Firefly

Lounge, Ann Arbor. (734) 665-
9020; Al Hill Trioc, 7 p.m.
Wednesday-Saturday, Feb. 28-
March 3, Zydeco’s, Ann Arbor.
{734) 995-3600

IMMUNITY: 10 p.m. Friday, Feb.
23, The Cavern Club, Ann Arbor.
Cover charge. (734) 332-9200.
(reggae)

JIMIMY SJACKSON & THE BLUES
CONNECTION: 7 p.m. Friday-
Saturday, March 2-3, Fox and
Hotuinds, Bloomfield Hills. Free. All
ages. (248) 644-4800

JETTISON RED: With The Muggs,
10 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 24,
313.Jac, upstairs from Jacoby’s,
Detroit. $5. (313).962-7067
KNEE DEEP SHAG: With The
Brothers Groove, Metaphysical
Jones, 8 p.m. Friday, Feb. 23,
Magic Bag, Ferndale. $7. (248)
544-3030 (rock with a funk edge)
BOBBY LEWIS AND THE
CRACKERJACK BAND:; Thursday-
Saturday, Feb. 22-24, March 1-3, 8-
10, Major Tooley’s Irish Pub,
Northville. (248} 465-1680
MARDI GRAS MASQUERADE:
Featuring music by Straight Ahead,
8 p.m. Fat Tuesday, Feb. 27,
Fishbones, Detroit. $1.0 or free
with costume. (313) 965-4600
(jazz)

MATCHBOX TWENTY: With
Everclear, Lifehouse, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, March 3, The Palace of
Auburn Hills. $24.50-$34.50. (248)
645-66686. (pop rock)

KENNY MEEKS: 8 p.m. Friday,
March 23, Trinity House Theatre,
Livonia. $10 or $8 for theater mem-
bers. (734) 464-6302

MID BY MIDWEST MUSIC
FESTIVAL: Featuring performances
by The Buzzards, Climax Divine,

Clone Defects, The Come-Ons, The -

Dirtbombs, Driftweed, Fletcher

Pratt, Freddie Fortune & The Four

Gone Conclusions, Ghost World,
The Gore Gore Girls, Hemigod, The
Hentchmen, Judah Johnson, Ko &
The Midnight Intruders, mHz, The
Mood Elevator, Murder City
Wrecks, New Grenada, The'
Numbers, The Octopus, Qutrageous
Cherry, The Paybacks, Pirahnas,
Soledad Bros., Stroker Ace, Stun
Gun, Taboo, Them Wranch, They
Come in Threes, The Unfriendlys,
Variac, Waxwings, The Wildbunch
and more, Friday-Saturday, March
9-10. Details to come. Proceeds
benefit Haven, a shelter for bat-
tered women in Southeast
Michigan. The festival is produced

| by and for Detroit's music commu-

nity, The Gold Dollar, The Majestic

| Compiex, The Old Miami,

Bittersweet Cafe, Octane Grande
and Living Endustries Productions.

See www.mxmw.con. »
1964 THE TRIBUTE: 8 p.m. Friday,

Feb. 16, Magic Bag, Ferndale. $15.

(248) 544-3030. (Beatles covers)
Orgy: With Cold, Spineshank, 7
p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 27, Clutch
Cargo, Pontiac. $16.75 advance.
All ages. (248) 333-2362 (death
pop)

QUTKAST: With Ludacris, Slimm
Calhoun, 8 p.m. Wednesday, March

14, Fox Theatre, Detroit. $32—$50 :

(248) 433-1515.

OVERDOSE: 9 p.m. every Sunday,
hosted by DJ Thomas Barnett, Sky
Bar, upstairs from Sangria, Royal
Qak. 21 and older. $5 cover. (248)
543-1964 (techno)

PAKISTANI TAMBOURINE: Featuring
members of Blackberry Brandy,
Monday, Feb. 26, Bullfrog Bar and

| Grill, Redford. (313) 533-4477,
1 PANTERA: With Soulfly, Morbid . .

Angel, rescheduted to Thursday,
March 1, The Palace of Auburn
Hills. $30. Tickets already pur-

chased for the Nov. 25 date wili be .

honored. Refunds available at point
of purchase. (248) 645-6666.

I {rock-metal)

PERPETUAL HYPE ENGINE: With
Simple Neptune, Detektive Riot &
The Motor City Burgers, 8 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 24, Magic Bag,
Ferndale. $6. (248) 544-3030
PIERCE PETTIS: 8 p.m. Saturday,
March 17, Trinity House Theatre,
Livonia. $10 or $8 for theater mem-
bers. (734) 464-6302 .
RACHEL AND KAPP: 7 p.m. '
Thursday, Feb, 22, Fox and Hounds,
Bioomfield Hills. Free. All ages.
(248) 644-4800 (blues duo)
RAINER MARIA: With Aloha, New

{ Granada, 7 p.m. Sunday, March 11,

Magic Stick, Detroit. $7. Ail ages.
(313) 8339700

ROOMFUL OF BLUES: 8 p.m. .
Thursday, March 8, Magic Bag,
Ferndale. $15. 9248) 544-3030,
(blues)

SANCHEZ: O p.m. Saturday, March
3, The Majestic, Detroit. $25.
(313) 8339700 '

DJ SHORTROUND: Spins house -

-along with hosts Ei George and

Kegger from Motor Detroit, for .
Sunday Night Rehab, 10 p.m.
Sundays, Town Pump Tavern,
Detroit. (313) 961-1929

RON! SIZE: 8 p.m. Saturday, March
10, Royal Oak Music Theatre,
Royal Oak. $22.50. (248) 645-
6666

SMALL CRAFT SIGHTING: CD
release party with Mock Heroics,

£

Bedford Drive, 8 p.m. Friday, March '

2, Magic Stick, Detroit. $7. All
ages. (313) 833-9700

THE TEMPTATIONS: With Ashford &
Simpson, Undisputed Truth, 8 p.m.
Friday, Feb. 23, Fox Theatre, .
Detroit. $35-$75. (313) 433-1515.
THRALL: With Chapstick, The:
Drakes, 8:30 p.m. Saturday, Feb.
24, Blind Pig, Ann Arbor. $5 for
over 21 and $7 under,21. (734)
296-8555

TWISTIN' TARANTULAS: Sunday,
Feb. 25, Bullfrog Bar and Grill,
Redford. (313) 533-4477

2 DAYS STRAIGHT: With Red
September, Cauifield, 10 p.m.
Friday, Feb. 23, 313.)ac, upstairs
from Jacoby’s, Detroit. $5 (313)
962-7087

UMPHRIE’S MCGEE: With
Smokestack, 9:30 p.m. Friday, Feb.
23, Blind Pig, Ann Arbor. $5 for
over 21 and $7 under 21. (734)
996-8555

LESLIE WEST: 8 p.m. Sunday, Feb
25, Magic Bag, Ferndale.’ $15
(248) 544 3030.



http://www.ticketmaster.com
http://www.secondcity.com
http://www.beatdownsounds.com
http://www.aiyins.xtcom.com
http://www.arbort3rewittg.com
http://www.blindpigmuslc.oorn
http://www.conoroneiils.com
http://www.detroitscience.com
http://www.paiacenet.oom
http://www.goiddollar.com
http://www.palacenet.com
http://www.paiacenet.com
http://www.961melt.com
http://www.statetheater.com
http://www.mxmw.com
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‘Saving Silverman’ delivers few laughs despite cast

BY STEPHANIE ANGELYN CASOLA
STAFF WRITER -
scasola@oehomecomm.net

\

‘Moments into the latest film
by Big Daddy director Dennis
Dugan, “Silverman” wasn’t the

nly one who needed saving.

When a film starts with close-
up. footage of Neil Diamond dur-
ing a 1972 performance, you
know you’re in trouble. But Sav-
ing Silverman needed more than
a surprise cameo role by Dia-
mond himself to keep it going. It
started out harmless enough, a
tale of three childhood friends
bound by memories of growing .

up on the football field (one as a
third string quarterback, anoth-
er as the mascot and finally, the
male cheerleader) and later
forming a Neil Diamond cover
band called Diamonds in the

Rough. But this “outrageous

comedy” needed a little more
plot and at least a hint of origi-
nality to keep the seats filled.

Perhaps only the dynamic cast
of up-and-coming talent prevent-
ed the audience from leaving the
theater. Jason Biggs (American
Pie) is Darren Silverman, the
sweetly naive protagonist who
falls for Judith (Amanda Peet), a

‘Those expecting another

American Pie should

look elsewhere for laughs.’

gorgeous, cold and demanding
psychologist who means to con-
trol the rest of his life.

He’s agreed to marry her, you
see, much to the dismay of his
best buddies, the bumbling-but

good-natured idiot J.D, (Jack

Black last seen crooning soul in
High Fidelity) and his fearless
counterpart Wayne (Steve Zahn)
who battles rodents and pests for
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a living,

As far as these two are coh-
cerned, Judith is a giant pest
and she must be destroyed.

Enter the former love of Darren’s

life, a bubbly, blonde, bright
trapeze artist named Sandy
(Amanda Detmer) and you've got
a tired formula for relatlonshlp
disaster.

The plan? It’s simple. Kidnap

Judith, fake her death and let

Darren fall back in.love with the
angelic Sandy — that is before
she takes her vows to become a
nun. It must be destined; after
all, Sandy shares Darren’s love
for Neil Diamond. She would
never have made him burn his
records. : .

But Judith is smarter,
stronger and more relentless
than the fools can imagine. Will
d.D. and Wayne succeed in their
plans for Saving Silverman? No
one really cares.

The movie is peppered with

COMING ATTRACTIONS

mild violence used for humor,
which includes the repeated use -
of a stun gun and the loss of &
few teeth. n

Judith seems prone to cleav-

.age-bearing outfits which might

even make Jennifer Lopez blush, .
If Saving Silverman has a sav-
ing grace, it’s the soundtrack, -
which besides a few versions of-
Cherry Cherry, strikes a chord
with music by Moby and Ever-
clear. But that’s just wafting in
the background.

Those expecting another Amer-

.ican Pie should look elsewhere

for laughs.

Scheduled to open Friday, Feb. 23

3000 MILES TO GRACELAND
Suspenseful action-adventure about a

* gang of ex-cons who heist miliions from

a Las Vegas casino during Elvis Conven-
tion Week, posing as Elvis imperson-
ators. The plan leads to betrayal, chaos
and murder. Stars Kurt Russell, Kevin -
Costner, Courtney Cox, Christian Slater,
David Arquette, Jon Lovitz and Ice T.

MONKEYBONE

Cartoonist Stu Smiley slips ;nto a coma
and the beginning of an outrageous fan-
tasy world takes place. Trapped in a
bizarre world called Downtown, nestled
somewhere between life and death, he
must find the means to return to reality.
Mayhem ensues when his cartoon cre-
ation, Monkeybone, takes over his body
and mind. Stars Bridget Fonda, Brendan
fraser and Whoopi Goldberg.

ORIGINAL SIN

Based on Cornwall Woolrich's novel,
Wailtz Into Darkness, this film follows a
wealthy Cuban coffee grower who mar-
ries a young woman only to find she is a
deceptive seductréss. Stars Antonio
Banderas and Angelina Jolie.

Scheduled to open Friday, March 2

THE MEXICAN

The story tells of the ill-fated travels of
Jerry Welbach, a reluctant bagman who
has a score to settle with a crime king-
pin and, even more dangerous, his girl-
friend. When he is sent to Mexico to
retrieve an allegedly cursed priceless
antique pistol, known as The Mexican,
his plans and his fife begin to unravel.
Stars Brad Pitt and Julia Roberts.

Scheduled to open Friday, March 9

GET OVER IT

When Berke Landers gets unexpectedly .
dumped by his high school sweetheart,
Allison, only to discover she’s started
dating the new kid on the block. Berke
will do anything to win her back. Inctud-
ing try out for the school musical. That's
where he meets Kelly — the girt who will
help him get over it. Stars Ben Foster,
Kirstin Dunst.

COMPANY MAN

A nerdy 1960’s Connecticut high school
grammer teacher Allen Quimp stumbles
into being a legendary international spy
hero in an effort to avold his nagging
wife. His misadventures contribute to
his meteoric rise in the CIA, which ulti-
mately sends him to Cuba where he's
involved in a plot to overthrow Fide! Cas-
tro. Stars Douglas McGrath, Sigourney

. Weaver, John Turturto and Anthony

LaPagIra

Fantasy land: Cartoonist Stu Smiley, played by Bren- .
dan Fraser, falls into a bizarre world called Downtown
in “Monkeybone,” in metro area theaters this weekend.

15 MINUTES

Superstar New York hormcide detective
Eddie Flemming allows a young, talent-
ed New York Fire Department arson
investigator to team up with him to

-track down a pair of Eastern European

killers on a rampage through the city.
Stars Robert DeNiro, Edward Burns and
Keisey Grammer.

Scheduled to open Friday, March 30

SPY KID$

The two greatest secret agents are sent
to eliminate their most dangerous
enemy — each other. When they finally
come face-to-face, they fall in love and
start to raise a family. Nine years later,
the couple are called into action and
disappear. it’s up to their children to
rescue them. Stars Antonio Banderas,
Carta Gugino, Alan Cumming, Tony Shal-

~ houb.

Coming soon

SONGCATCHER

. The story of musicologist Lily Penleric, a

fiercely tenacious woman:who journeyed
into the mountains and discovered the
wild-hearted world where American folk,

© bluegrass and country music were born.

Stars Janet McTeer, Aidan Quinn, Pat
Caroll, Jane Adams.

SEE SPOT RuN ‘
Gordon is a mailman who never met a
dog he couldn’t handle. He offers to

" babysit the son of his beautiful neighbor

but finds himself with a new animal in

his life ~ an FBI agent’s drug-sniffing

dog which has escaped from a witness
protection program with local mobsters

in hot pursuit. Stars David Arquette, .
Michael Clarke Duncan, Leslie Bibb and
Paul Sorvino.

THE DISH

True story about a group of eccentric
Australian scientists manning a remote -
satellite dish who, much to NASA’s
alarm, are the only hope for receiving
historic images of man’s first step on
the moon. With help from a colorful cast
of characters, the crew struggles to
overcome mishaps and play a part in

one of mankind's greatest achieve-
ments. Stars Sam Neil, Kevin Harring-
ton, Tom Long and Patrick Warburton. .

ABOUT ADAM
Lucy Owen is a torch singer in a hip

" Dublin cafe whose had countless love

affairs, none of which have ever come -
close to grand passion. Enter Adam, her
seemingly perfect man. Lucy's world
begins to change. But is there more
about Adam than the Owens family
knows? Stars Kate Hudson, Stuart
Townsend and Francis O’Connor.

Finding fresh S1ghts and sounds i n
the arts, it’s easy to stay in touch

R ACKETARE It seems that I
BAOKS;’:S: keep having the

same conversa-
tion with differ-
ent people.
“Well, it has
finally  hap-
pened.”
Which leads
me to. ask,

“What has final-
ly happened?”

“T'd like some
new music to listen to, but I
have no idea where to turn.”

ANN
DELISI

The inference is that we all
inevitably reach an age in which
we lose touch with current tastes
in popular music. Many who
grew up in the 1960s and 1970s
thought that new music would
always be a big part of their
lives. The admission that they
have lost touch with current
styles is difficult, and usually
delivered in the tone that sug-
gests the end of a relationship.

Because I've made the pursuit
of new sounds my livelihood,
they approach me for a bit of
counseling. So, here it goes.

Friends, you're not getting
older, you're getting busier. The
time you have to explore an
artist you may like has seeming-
ly vanished. What you are
exposed to are boy bands and
rap performers who may not

appeal to you. I assure you that
fresh sounds are being produced
that, with a little bit of effort,
will be as meaningful to you as
ever. ’

And, because you asked, I'm
proud to steer you to the music
of Stewart Francke, who just
assembled the largest band
we’ve seen for an edition of
Detroit Public Television’s Back-
stage Pass, which airs at 5:30
p.m. Thursday, Feb. 22, and Fri-
day night at 1 a.m.

The search for something fresh
also. extends to the theater. Ide-
ally, the theater companies and
their audiences will be united in
their desire to occasionally stray
from the familiar. When the
playwright is William Shake-
speare, you tend to be more
adventurous.

Even seasoned theater-goers
may have responded with a
“Huh?” when the Hilberry The-
‘atre announced it would present
Cymbelme durmg its current
season.

“We wanted to offer a new
Shakespeare experience. We
have a long tradition of present-
ing his plays and realize that
many who enjoy our productions
have seen Julius Caesar and
other popular works,” says Blair
Anderson, head of the theater
department at Wayne State Uni-
versity, home of the Hilberry.

Should you be skeptical about
a Shakespeare play that is so
unheralded? Anderson believes
Cymbeline is worthy of greater
attention.

" “It is a compelling love sto_ry;‘
full of adventure and villainy.
A.lthough a complex tale involv»; '
ing many characters, the plot is
very clear the way it is present~
ed.”

Performances of Cymbeline are ‘
scheduled through April 5.

Looking for a change is
scenery in the visual arts? The
Art Gallery of Windsor has a
beautiful new home on Riverside
Drive, having moved from a
lengthy occupancy at the Devon-

‘shire Mall. Best of all, the

gallery was ready with a note-
worthy exhibition after the rib-
bon-cutting ceremony. Impres- .
gionist Masterworks showcases
the paintings of Monet, Cezanne,
Renoir, Gaugin, Van Gogh
Degas and other masters.

It is human nature to seek
something new when we get
restless with the familiar. As we
expand our appetite in music,
theater and the visual arts, we
often discover what we're looking
for in an artist who makes that
hunger a fundamental part of
his or her creative process:
Therein lies the excitement for '
all of us to share,
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Adam Gaynor
just got caught.

‘As I was wait-
ing patiently to
be connected to
Matchbox Twen-
ty’s rhythm gui-
tarist for my
R ®  interview, 1

STEPHANIE overheard him
A. CASOLA 55k the Atlantic
, Records publi-

cist, “What’s her name?”. ’

1 wouldn’t expect of course
that Gaynor would know or even
be able to differentiate me from

“the countless other voices he
encounters on a daily basis. “I
like a good briefing,” he joked as
I caught the inguiry. “I need to
know your name, where your
from and your favorite color.”

I laughed and replied:
“Stephanie. Near Detroit.
Orange.”

Then it was my turn to ask the
guestions.

Recording their first album,
the now 11-times platinum Your-
self or Someone Like You (1996),
only three months after forming
its line-up, Matchbox Twenty:
quickly settled into the role of
radio darlings with hits like
.~ Push, Real World and 3 a.m.
Defying any idea of a sophomore
slump, the band’s follow-up mad
season by matchbox twenty
debuted at a stunning Number 3
on the Billboard 200 last Spring.
Its first single, Bent, gained
relentless radio airplay long
before the record found its way
to store shelves. And Matchbox
Twenty’s current single, a
somber, pleading pop tune called
If You’re Gone continues to climb

up Billboard’s Hot 100 Chart,
Mad season has already reached
triple platinum, so Gaynor has
just cause for his gleeful, care-
free attitude.

Calling from his home in
South Florida, the guitarist was
still reveling in four weeks of
vacation before hitting the road
in support of mad season.

The album itself uses much
more instrumentation and
reflects the band’s progression
after years of touring and per-
forming. “Rob gave us a sneak

preview of (the songs),” said .

Gaynor. “The first week (in the
studio) was a little spooky. We
thought ‘That isn’t going to
work.,” Then it really started to
come together.”

Rob, of course, is the voice of
Matchbox Twenty — the boyishly
charming Rob Thomas who rose
to the spotlight after lending his
pipes for the success of Carlos
Santana’s Grammy-winning
Supernatural.

“Rob, that kid can sit and
write a lot of songs pretty fast,”
said Gaynor. “He sent us a tape
of 15 songs on piano or acoustic
guitar, beautifully-crafted songs.
We listen to it for perspective
and think, ‘What do I want to
add?”

Gaynor got his first taste of
guitar when his sister started
taking lessons. About 12 years
old, he remembers stealing her
acoustic and taking to it with
ease. He would take it to school
and show the other kids what
they were doing wrong. Gaynor
remembers the first song he ever
figured out on guitar — Outlaw
Man by the Eagles. That was the

CD REVIEW

Lyndon
Small Craft Sighting

Small Craft Sighting would
like to introduce you to Lyndon.
He'’s not a “he” at all, but rather
a shiny-new 4 song E.P. released
by the Detroit area trio. For a
group of musicians who practi-
cally grew up together, Joe Kirk-
land (vocals/bass), Chris
Nagarah (guitar) and Courtney
Cahill {(drums) have managed to
redefine the power chord this
time around, coupling relentless
drums with crashing guitarwork.
All of this is crafted beside lyrics
that read like broken-hearted
poetry but sound more like a pri-
mal rock scream.

On Lyndon, recorded with pro-
ducer Tim Pak at Ferndale’s
Woodshed Studios, SCS rein-
vents itself, combining elements
of punk with melodies that
unmistakably pop. Kirkland’s
wavering vocals on Punchdrunk
takes you up and down, feeling
beaten like the lyrics imply:
“Everyone knew everything but
me.” :

The opener Getting Dark

2

Strong Violence, S

| And iang

Again ventures into loneliness
and grasps for something, some-
one out of reach. “I never wrote a
happy song, even when you

»

begged to sing along,” sings
Kirkland on Lip-sync King. But
something tells you fans of this
band will be singing along any-
way soon enough.

Catch the Small Craft Sighting
CD release party for “Lyndon”
with openers Mock Heroics, Bed-
ford Drive, 8 p.m. Friday, March
2, at Magic Stick, Detroit. Tickets
are $7 for this all ages show. Call
(313) 833-9700. Check out www.
smallcraft sighting. com.
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very moment he discovered
music could be a career.

“I'm very blessed with my job.”

His job involves playing with
fellow Matchbox Twenty band-
members Thomas, Brian Yale,
Kyle Cook and Paul Douchette.
The musicians were brought
together by producer Matt Ser-
letic, who worked on both
albums and is often referred to
as the sixth member of the
Matchbox Twenty.

Despite the success Thomas
achieved winning a Grammy for
Santana’s song Smooth, and the
media attention given to his
wedding to new bride, Marisol
Maldonado Thomas, the songs
that define mad season share a
melancholy mood. From the ache
of Bent to songs like Last Beauti-
ful Girl, hardly a glimmer of the
songwriter’s sunny public
demeanor shines through them.

Gaynor said he never really
noticed that. “I think the word to
use is midtempo,” he added.
“The first album was more
angst-ridden.” o

Whatever the tone, the album
is taking Matchbox Twenty back
on tour, this time with openers
Everclear and Lifehouse.

If - you want to stump the
quick-witted guitarist just
inquire about Thomas’ success
with Carlos Santana. Ask what
effect the Grammy and the song
have had on Matchbox Twenty.
“I don’t know what it did for the
band. I know what it did for him,
for his career. It was monumen-
tal. Three Grammies. A huge
ordeal. It made him
pretty...famous.”
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Changing seasons: Matchbox Twenty is (clockwise from left) Brian Yale, Rob
Thomas, (behind) Kyle Cook, Adam Gaynor and Paul Douchette. The band is on
tour supporting “mad season by matchbox twenty,” its sophomore release. At press
time, the band has been nominated for two Grammy Awards, in the categories of
Best Rock Song and Best Rock Album and producer, Matt Serletic, was nominated

for Producer of the Year.

Gaynor remembers hearing an
early version of Smooth and
laughing: “What is he, Ricky
Martin?” But then it started to
grow on him. “This is my boy.
We’'d be dancing around the
house. Seeing all of these things
happen to him, I was so excited
for him.” ;
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The fame didn’t seem to hurt
Matchbox Twenty. That’s for
sure.

Catch Matchbox Twenty with
Everclear, Lifehouse, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, March 3, The Palace
of Auburn Hills, 1 Championship
Drive, Auburn Hills. Tickets cost
$24.50-$34.50. Call (248) 645-
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Stephanie Angelyn Casola +
writes about popular music for :
the Observer & Eccentric News- |
papers. She can be reached gt
(734) 958-2130 or e-mail at scy-
sola@oe. homecomm.net. To sered
a fax, dial (734) 591-7279.
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BY RENEE SKOGEUND

STAFF WRITER
rgkoglund@oe.homecomm.net

f you judge an Italian restau-

rant’s success by the amount

of basil they use, then Com-
pari’s is doing just fine. This
small, upscale Italian restaurant
in downtown Plymouth goes
through 12 pounds a week.
- Fresh basil goes into house
favorites like the Capellini
Amoré, a delightful toss of angel
hair pasta, olive oil, artichokes,
diced tomatoes and pine nuts.
And if goes into Compari’s trade
secret spaghetti sauce.
 We all know it’s the sauce that
defines an authentic Italian
kitchen.
» “I'd say the sauce is the heart
of it because that’s what goes
into the lasagna and all the
pasta dishes,” said owner Frank
Yaquinto, who also owns
Paisano’s in Dearborn. “All my
life my mom cooked at home.
Absolutely, I use her recipes. It’s
all in the sauce.”

Located on busy Main Street,

Compari’s opening was much
p

anticipated by both the residen-
tial and business community.
Smce they opened their doors
last summer, they've been busy
for lunch and dinner.

. “This place is rocking,” said:

Yaquinto. “Plymouth is definite-
ly an upcoming place. We have
the best spot in town.”

Menu

Sure, location helps, but it’s a
restaurant’s menu that keeps
customers coming back. Com-
pari’s has a nice one. The appe-
tizer selection is very appealing,
offering anything from calamari,
shrimp scampi, and mussels
gautéed in a red wine marinara
sauce, to a simple plate of mari-
nated eggplant and

~Mouth-watering:
‘Frank Yaquinto
and Chef Tony
Yaquinto add the §
. family touch to
best-selling dish- }
es like Veal §
. Marsalo and §
Capellini Amore.

9 p.m. Sunday.
area.

sion. ‘
Prices: Moderate

Compari’s
Where: 350 S. Main, Plymouth, (734) 416-0100
Hours: 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. Monday-Wednesday; 11 a.m. to 11 p.m.. |
Thursday; 11 a.m. to midnight Friday; noon to midnight Saturday; 3-

Atmosphere: Close and comfortable. Smoking restricted to bar
Menu: Definitely Italian. Enough choices for variety but not confu-

Reservations: For parties of eight or more.
Credit cards: Visa, Mastercard and American Express

roasted red peppers. The appe-
tizers also are reasonably priced,
from $5.95 to $6.95 on average.

As expected, there are several
pasta choices, ranging from
creamy Fettuccine Alfredo to
Linguini Pescatore with lots of
mussels, scallops and shrimp, to
the very simple Pasta Fagioli, an
Italian favorite of spaghetti with
a thin tomato sauce, butter
beans and black pepper.

Entrées include several veal
dishes, ribs and sausage, beef,
chicken and fish. The Veal
Marsala is a top seller, along
with the Capellini Amoré.

Chef Tony Yaquinto, Frank’s
nephew, has a reputation for
making delicious soups. “Our
best soup is our chicken pastina.
We make it every day with fresh
chicken and carrots,” he said.

The cream of mushroom soup
I ordered with my grilled egg-
plant sandwich for lunch one day
did nothing to tarnish Yaquinto’s
reputation. It was chock full of
porcinis and portabellas and
tasted as good or better than any
cream of mushroom soup I've
ever had. The porcinis and
portabellas “suck up the juice
nice,” said Chef Yaquinto.

It’s impossible to talk about
Compari’s menu without noting
their specialty pizzas, like the

one with fresh spinach, ranch
dressing, tomatoes and mush-
rooms or the Calabrese, which
comes with roasted red peppers.
seasoned chicken and a light
mozzarella. The excellent crust
is due to the restaurant’s brick
oven, said Frank Yaquinto.

“It’s like a throwback to the
1960s. We also hand-toss the
dough.”

Lunch menu

Compari’s lunch menu accom-
modates appetites of every size.
It focuses on soups. salads and
sandwiches and offers several
entrées, such as lasagna
Shrimp Scampi and Veal Parme-
san. You can also “pick your
pasta and pick your sauce” for
$7.95.

On Fridays, try the salmon
patties topped with seafood
sauce and peas. {Not many
restaurants serve old-fashioned
salmon patties. For many of us.
it’s true comfort food.}

Occasionally, Compari’s fea-
tures live music. On Friday,
March 2, and Saturday, March
3, they’ll welcome back the
Marty Montgomery jazz ensem-
ble.

Plymouth resident Steve
Richards is a verv satisfied cus-

tomer. “Compari’s food is
superb,” he said in a recent e-
mail. “The bathrocoms are so

clean, you could see your reflec-
tion in the tiles. T think people
should know what we have in
Plymouth.”

Yaquinto atiributes Compari’s
success to the hard work of his
managemsnt and <ervice
They intend to Keep customer
like Steve Richards very happy.

“We enjoy it. It's like a labor of
love,” he said.
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a built-in advantage:
A $50 Home Depot’

gift card.

Standard Federal Bank’s Equity Line lets you
turn big purchases into tiny payments.

» One of the lowest home equity rates in town —
Prime minus 1/2%" on lines of $100,000

and more

* Interest-only payments

* A $50 Home Depot gift card when you open

with a $10,000 draw

o And much more!

Sign up today at jrour Standard Federal
Banking Center or by calling us toll-free at:

1-877/732-8240

Helping You Along The Way.
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www.standardfederalbank.com
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STARF PHOTOS BY PAUL HURSCHMANN
Compari’'s crew: (Left to right) General manager Ed Bielaska, manager Robin Lane,
owner Frank Yaquinto, Maureen Yaquinto, and Chef Tony Yaquinto show off two
popular menu items: Veal Marsala and Capellini Amoré.

casineo
Grand River & The Lodge

See the Glub Metro Booth or visit www.motorcitycasing.com fot & som

' - Always FREE Valet Parking and Self-Parking Without Validation!

Ut

*Prime is the highest Prime Rate as published in the “Money Rates" section of The Wall Street Journal i
on the last publishing day of the calendar month immediately preceding the billing cycle. I
On December 29, 2000, Prime was 9:50%. Prime is a variable rate; as it changes, the APR on your !
account will change The maximum APR is 21%. A balloon Epaymem will result at the end of the
10-year draw period. Standard Federal's home equity lines of credit are limited w0 owner-occupied !
1-4 unit principal family residences and are subject to nio less than a second lien position on

MotorCity Casine and
m:mgan Depagument MotorCity Logo are rademarks
omunlty fealih ot Detroit Entertainment, LL.C.

c“ % 2000 Detroit Entertainment.
L.L.C. Alfi rights raserved.

For More Information:

1-877-777-0711

www.motorcitycasino.com

If you bet more than you can afford to
lose, you've got a problem.
Call 1-800-270-7117 for free,
: confidential help.
your property. You must carry insurance on the property that secures this loan. Flood insurance ! . ;
required if necessary. There is a $35 annual fee after the flest year. Consult your tax advisor :
concerning the deductibility of interest.

MotorCity Casino is an affiliate of Mandalay Resort Group.

The Home Depot is 4 registered trademark of Horer TLC, Inc. The Home Depot is not affiliated

with Standard Federal Bank. BOFB1080260
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