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Felons in flight, cops in pursuit and an 8-year-old boy collide in a 

Tragedy on Cherry Hill 
BY SUE MASON 
STAFF WRITER 
smason@oeJ iomecomm.ne t 

Balloons, teddy bears and wilted flow-
ers s t rapped to a l ight pole at Cherry 
Hill and Venoy roads testify to a 

young life lost in a horrific crash a t the 
intersection Saturday evening. 

Eight-year-old Travis Miles of Garden 
City died when the vehicle in which he was 
riding collided with another t ruck involved 
in a high-speed chase wi th the Canton 
police. 

Related stories 
• Residents com-
ment on police chas-
es, page A4 

• Legislation pro-
posed to regulate 
police pursuits, 
page A4 

• Editorial, page A6 

Charged: John Moffitt is wheeled 
into his arraignment in 35th Dis-
trict Court Tuesday. 

"A big par t of my 
life has been taken 
from me and can 
never be replaced," 
said'his fa ther , Don-
ald Miles. "He was a 
very passionate per-. 
son. He'd do for oth-
ers before he'd do for 
himself." 

Friends, family 
members and class-
mates gathered at Uht Funeral Home in 
Westland this afternoon to say good-bye to 
the youngster, who died jus t shy of what 
would have been his n in th bir thday on 
March 10. 

Travis enjoyed everything - Pokemon, 
Power Rangers, World Wrestling Federa-
tion, dinosaurs, making all kinds of music 
with his guitars, watching old Godzilla 
movies and looking up at the stars. 

While mathematics was his best subject 
in school, his favorite subject was Spanish. 

"He'd come home and t ry to teach us how 
to count in Spanish," said his step-mother, 
Cheryl. 

Travis loved hockey most of all. He 
enjoyed playing with his dad in the back 
yard of his grandmother 's home on Barton 
Street. 

"I'm surprised 1 didn't get hockey pucks 
through the windows," said Irene Car-
raway. 

Travis watched Red Wings games with 
his fa ther and could identify almost every-
body on his favorite team. 

"He was a definite fan of Brendan Shana-
han," added his father. "He talked about 
getting into hockey and playing for the Red 
Wings." 

Miles said they had talked about going to 

P l e a s e s e e TRAGEDY, A2 
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Remembering: Donald Miles holds photographs of his 
son Travis. 

4 facing felony charges 
Miles of Garden City. 

John Moffitt, 38, of Farming-
ton Hil ls pleaded no t gui l ty to 
murder , and receiving and con-
ceal ing s to len p r o p e r t y a t h i s 
a r r a i g n m e n t in 3 5 t h D i s t r i c t 
Court . Police say Moff i t t drove 
the t ruck t ha t collided in West-
land wi th t he vehicle in which 
Miles was a passenger. 

" (Moff i t t ) m a d e a consc ious 
d e c i s i o n t o f l e e a n d e l u d e , " 
Can ton Publ ic S a f e t y Di rec tor 

P l e a s e s e e CHARGES, A3 

BY CAROL MARSHALL 
STAFF WRITER 
eroarshall@oe.homecomm.iiet 

While t h e fami ly of a th i rd -
grade boy prepared an untimely 
funeral , Wayne County prosecu-
to r s T u e s d a y w e r e p r e p a r i n g 
charges agains t four men, rang-
ing from larceny to first-degree 
murder . 

Two of t h e d e f e n d a n t s l e d 
C a n t o n Police on a S a t u r d a y -
night car chase t ha t resulted in 
t he d e a t h of 8-year-old T rav i s 

Bus drivers boiling over short staffing 
BY TONY BRUSCATO 
STAFF WRITER 
tbruscato@oe .homecomm.net 

Plymouth-Canton school bus drivers 
say "we've h a d enough." 

Drivers say the daily s t ress because 
of the lack of drivers to cover routes is 
a t ime-bomb si tuat ion t h a t could lead 
to s tudents being accidentally injured. 

"Morale is ex t r eme ly low, a n d t h e 
l a c k of r e c r u i t m e n t of s choo l b u s 
dr ivers a n d moni to r s is a t a chronic 
low," bus driver Del Templeton told the 
Boa rd of E d u c a t i o n T u e s d a y n i g h t . 
"The drivers and monitors a re feeling 
i n c r e a s e d p r e s s u r e to do m o r e a n d 

PLYMOUTH-CANTON SCHOOLS 

m o r e on a da i ly bas i s , to t h e p o i n t 
some of u s feel we could possibly be 
e n d a n g e r i n g our s t u d e n t s a n d our -
selves. Each of us are seeing increased 
pressure to cover our scheduled routes, 
with routes t ha t are not being covered 
because of a shor tage of dr ivers and 
monitors." 

Templeton points out there are more 
bus runs t h a n drivers are available to 
cover. And tha t fact is acknowledged 
by the administration. 

Transportation Director Marv Bartal 

said the district h a s approximately 11 
subst i tute drivers to help cover the 100 
daily bus routes. However, tha t does-
n ' t c o m p a r e to t h e 15 d r i v e r s , on a 
daily basis, who call off work for vari-
ous reasons. 

"That 's 15 percent, and that ' s a con-
cern," sa id Bill Taylor , t h e d is t r ic t ' s 
i n t e r i m a s s i s t a n t 
superintendent/employee relations and 
personnel. "We have enough drivers to 
take care of the routes every day, but 
the problem is finding enough substi-

t u t e drivers. We're looking for them ... 
bu t in wha t has been a booming econo-
my, it's been difficult." 

The s t r a w t h a t b r o k e t h e came l ' s 
b a c k c a m e t h i s w e e k w h e n a a b u s 
driver and his wife, who is a monitor 
on a special education bus , announced 
they were quit t ing over a d ispute about 
pay. Nearly 30 bus drivers m e t Tues-
day morning to vent the i r f rus t ra t ions 
over the lack of help. 

"Wi th t h e m l e a v i n g , i t ' s g o i n g to 
m a k e t h e s i t u a t i o n w o r s e t h a n i t is 
now. We can't cover everything," said 
Heidi Giguere, who has been driving a 
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Sparling troupe sparkles at Summit 

STAFF PHOTO BY PAUL HURSCHMANN 

Five on the floor: Dancers with the Peter Sparling Dance 
Company perform "Possible Dances" Friday at Canton's 
Summit on the Park. Jeanette Leabu Fischer (center) reaches 
out during the number as Tim Smola (left) and Michael 
Woodberry-Means, (right) kick up their heels. Lisa Johnson 
is behind Fischer (at left) Holly Hobbs is behind right, and 
Lisa Catrett-Belrose is kneeling in foreground. The modern 
dance performance was sponsored by Canton Project Arts. 

Library will close as 
project nears finish 
BY CAROL MARSHALL 
STAFF WRITER 
cmarsha l l@oe .homecomm.ne t 

As it en te rs t he home s t re tch of i ts 
expansion, the Canton Public Library 
will shu t down for the first time since 
the s tar t of construction las t January . 

The l ibrary will be closed to the pub-
lic from Monday, Feb. 19, unti l Friday, 
M a r c h 2. D u r i n g t h e c l o s u r e , t h e 
majority of the remaining interior ren-
ovations will be completed. 

Library Director J e a n Tabor said the 
l ibrary will be staffed while it's closed, 
so services such as in ter l ibrary loans 
will still be available. 

"We feel bad about closing," Tabor 
said. "Especially dur ing t ax season, but 
there 's never a good t ime. At least it 's 
not dur ing finals." 

Tabor said the move is necessary to 
f i n i sh t h e $6 mil l ion expans ion a n d 
r enova t ion . Since t h e project began , 
the l ibrary has only closed on two nor-
mal business days. 

Fo r a l i t t l e more t h a n a yea r , t h e 
l ibrary h a s been in vary ing s tages of 

• Library materials can be 
returned to the library at 
the drop boxes, or borrow-
ers can hold them until their 
extended due date of 
March 3. 

renovation, and Tabor said dur ing the 
l a s t month , s taf f h a s h a d to be even 
m o r e h e l p f u l t h a n u s u a l , d i r e c t i n g 
patrons through the construction. 

"We've b e e n commi t t ed to s t ay ing 
open th roughou t th is process," Tabor 
said. "But a t t h i s point , i t h a s to be 
done." 

The m i n o r i n c o n v e n i e n c e wi l l be 
w o r t h i t , h o w e v e r , a n d T a b o r s a id 
when the l ibrary re-opens in March, all 
will be back to normal, and t he library 
will be completed. 

Library mater ia ls can be re turned to 
the l ibrary a t t he drop boxes, or bor-
r o w e r s c a n h o l d t h e m u n t i l t h e i r 
extended due da te of March 3. 
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Tragedy from page A1 

Joe Louis Arena to see a game, 
but "well never get to do that." 
Travis, he added, was a Red 
Wing in the making and was 
buried in a Shanahan jersey. 

A third-grader at Memorial 
Elementary School, Travis was 
"a kind, considerate and very 
loving little boy who would do 

, anything for his best buddy," 
Robby Spellman, said Principal 
Mary Horner. 

"Robby was his best friend. He 
has cerebral palsy and couldn't 
go out for recess all the time. 
Travis was always the first one 
to ask if he could stay in with 
him," Horner said. 

"Robby and Travis have been 
together since kindergarten," 
added his father. "Travis would 
set aside his lunch recess to be 
with Robby. He would go get his 
food for him. In reading class, 
he'd go get Hobby's stuff before 
his." 

Students in Travis' third-grade 
class heard about the tragedy 
from their parents, who had 
been contacted by either Horner 
or their teacher, Linda Wasil. 

The district also had six psy-
chologists at the building Mon-
day to meet with the staff before 
school and work with the chil-
dren. Horner anticipated that 
they would be at the school all 
week. 

"Our main concern is dealing 
with the children, making sure 
they feel safe. Even the staff 
comes second today," said 
Horner. "Travis has been here 
since kindergarten. He's one of 
our Memorial kids. It's a sad day 

CANTON 6 
Ford R d 1 M i le W. of I -275 

$4.00 Family TWIHaht 4-6pm dally 
$4.75 Kids & Seniors all shows 
$8.00 DAILY Matinees til 4pm 

$5 .78 with Student ID 

ALL SCREENS 

DIGITAL STEREO 
$8.75 Late 8hows Frl & Sat 

Q No Passes 

Unlimited Free Drink & .25® Corn Refills 

MOVIE GUIDE 

O HANNIBAL (R) 
1:35, 4:10, 6:45, 9:20 
O VALENTINE (R) 
1:50 , 4 : 2 0 , 7 : 3 0 , 9 : 4 5 
W E D D I N G PLANNER ( P G - 1 3 ) 
2 : 1 0 , 4 : 3 0 , 7 : 2 0 , 9 : 3 5 

CROUCHING TIGER, HIDDEN 
D R A G O N ( P G - 1 3 ) 
2 : 1 5 , 4 : 4 0 , 7 : 0 0 , 9 : 2 5 
TRAFFIC (R) 
1 2 : 0 0 , 3 : 0 0 , 6 : 1 5 , 9 : 1 0 
SAVE THE LAST DANCE (PG-13) 
1:25 , 4 : 0 0 , 6 : 3 0 , 9 : 0 0 

COUPON 
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Say it with 

by Steve Mansfield 

TURNING THINGS 
UPSIDE DOWN 

It bears repeating that the 
rules of floral arrangement are 
meant to be broken, or Ignored 
entirely. That is certainly the 
case when it comes to a new 
trend involving a topsy-turvy 
look. What sets this look apart 
from others is that it takes 
convention and literally stands it 
on its head. It abandons the 
notion of the traditional 
arrangement, which calls for a 
floral arrangement to be 
composed of one-third vase and 
two-thirds flowers. The topsy-
turvy arrangement calls for the 
stems of long-stemmed flowers 
to be cut sufficiently short so 
that the flower/vase ratio is 
reversed. The result is a rounded 
mass of blooms that covers the 
top of the container. The effect is 
quite eye-catching. 

The only real rule in floral 
arrangement is to let your 
imagination guide you in your 
creation. For more tips on 
flowers and the best service in 
town, call us at HE1DE' S 
FLOWERS & GIFTS, at 453-
5140 , or visit our website at 
www.heidsflowers.com. Located 
at 995 W. Ann Arbor Trail, 
Plymouth, we love to share our 
knowledge with our customers. 
Worldwide wire service is 
available, and your satisfaction 
is always assured. Since 1899, 
we have been dedicated to 
providing quality and service to 
our community. Look for our 
next article in two weeks. 

HINT: You can also achieve the 
topsy-turvy look with a hand-
tied bouquet by tying a ribbon 
snugly just below the flower 
heads, thereby encouraging the 
stems to flare out. 

here at Memorial." 
Students have made cards for 

the family and a bus was avail-
able to take those classmates 
who wanted to at tend the ser-
vice a t the funeral home. 

"We're thinking of what else 
we can do to comfort them," 
Horner said. "The family is just 
devastated." 

The family said the communi-
ty's response to what has hap-
pened is more than they ever 
expected. They can't believe how 
their family and friends and 
even strangers have pulled 
together to help. 

A flower shop donated the 
flowers for the funeral. Kinko's 
donated its printing services 
and Dr. James Armstrong of 
Garden City Hospital called the 
family Monday to tell them he 
would pay for the funeral. 

Armstrong had performed an 
appendectomy on Travis two 
weeks ago and was moved by 
the family's plea for financial 
assistance in wake of the acci-
dent. 

"Travis was just like any other 
kid - full of energy," Armstrong 
said. "The operation went well 
and he went home the next day. 
The irony of the situation stayed 
with me, and I felt that I should 
offer to pay for the cost of the 
burial." 

"I can't thank him enough," 
said Miles. "It shows how a com-
munity can come together. It's 
too bad it had to be because 
something like this happened." 

"We've never had to face 
something like this before," said 
Travis' grandfather, Rolland 
Carraway, who recalled how 
excited Travis was to have a 
brother, Cheryl's son Shawn, 7. 

' "It's something you can't prepare 
for. It happens and you're numb 
and devastated." 

Close with both Shawn and his 
cousin, Jamie Sherwin, the three 
youngsters had lived together for 
a time in Carraway's house and 

I 
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Sad scene: Teddy bears, balloons and cards adorn a 
light pole at Venoy and Cherry Hill where 8-year-old 
Travis Miles lost his life. 

were very close. They were told 
about Travis' death Monday 
afternoon. 

"Shawn and Jamie are emo-
tional," said Jamie's mother, 
Dawn. "Travis was the strong 
child. He wouldn't cry unless he 
was really .hurt." 

Travis is survived by his par-
ents, Donald and Cheryl Miles 

and Roxanne and Michael Dowd; 
brothers, Shawn Layton, 
Michael Dowd Jr . and Drew 
Colvin; sister, Mariana Dowd; 
and grandparents W. Michael 
Miles, Ronald and Gail Trues- 11 

dell, Rolland and Irene Car-
raway and Michael and Maijorie 
Dowd. 

Bus drivers front page A1 

bus for t h r e e y e a r s . "When 
someone ca l l s in s ick, we ' re 
asked to cover gome stops, and it 
puts everyone behind. Then it 
snowballs. By the time we get to 
the elementary school routes in 
the morning (af ter high school 
and middle school runs), parents 
are calling wondering where the 
bus is. 

"We're c o n s t a n t l y t r y ing to 
m a k e up t i m e , " she added . 
"What's going to happen when 
someone gets hurt?" 

"We can't get enough drivers 
because there are other districts 
t h a t pay more," sa id a n o t h e r 
d r ive r , who a s k e d to r e m a i n 
anonymous for fear of retr ibu-
tion. "Many drivers are getting 
the i r t r a in ing he re , and t h e n 

• School officials met 
with union representa-
tives Wednesday morn-
ing, looking for ways to 
find much-needed help. 

going to places like Farmington 
where they get benefits, even as 
a part-time driver. We have a 
lot of single moms driving buses, 
and they need the b e n e f i t s . 
Plus, many districts pay more." 

Taylor said the situation is not 
an easy one to overcome. 

"We pay substitute drivers for 
two hours, just to be here in the 
morning," he said. "However, I 
hear there are some places tha t 

pay four hours . I t ' s a lways a 
money issue." 

Taylor and B a r t a l met w i th 
union representat ives Wednes-
day morning, looking for ways to 
find much-needed help. 

Bus drivers are suggesting the 
district make contact with work-
e r s who a re be ing l a id off a t 
DaimlerChrysler and other busi-
nesses in the area, advertising in 
local newspapers and employ-
ment guides, as well as putt ing 
announcements in newsle t te rs 
tha t are sent home to parents. 

"If we could strike, we proba-
bly would," said an unidentified 
driver. However, after a pause, 
she said," In reality, we probably 
wouldn ' t . We don' t w a n t t h e 
kids to suffer because of this." 

10 Biggest Mistakes With 
IRA/401(k)/403(b) 

8> 
Do you feel like this when you think about how to pull 

money out of your 401(k), 403(b), or IRA? Whatever you 

do, do NOT make one of the 10 biggest mistakes when 

you withdraw your money. It could result in extreme 

regret. Come to a free seminar on "IRA/401 (k)/403(b) 

Mistakes". Maybe w e can save you some unnecessary 

grief. Do you know: 

- What a "stretch" IRA is? 

- That you may access your IRA money 
prior to age 59/4? 

- T h a t having too much money in IRA's 
could mean an unnecessary tax bill in the future? 

- What an Irrevocable Life Insurance Trust is? 

If you have ever thought about these questions or are 

unsure of yourself, attend this seminar. It will cover the 

ins and outs of IRA's , 401(k)'s, and 403(b)'s. We will 

discuss different distribution techniques as well as 

educate you on h o w to stretch your dollars out the 

farthest. Please call 1-800-466-2473 to reserve your seat. 

FREE IRA SEMINARS 

Protect Your Estate 
From Taxes & Probate 

Are you confused about your options for planning your 

estate? How to avoid probate? How to minimize the 

federal estate tax? Come to a free seminar about the 

benefits of living trusts and proper estate planning. Topics 

covered in die seminar include: 

- L i v i n g Trusts 

-Wills 

- P o w e r of Attorney 

- How to avoid probate 

- Minimize or eliminate federal estate tax 

Free "Living Trust" Seminars 
PLYMOUTH 
Mon., Feb. 19 
6:30 - 8 pm 

Plymouth Cultural Center 
525 Farmer St. 

NEW HUDSON 
Hies., Feb. 20 
6:30-8 pm 

Lyons Twshp. Library 
27005 S. Milford Rd. 

PLYMOUTH 
Mon., Feb. 19 
8-9:30 pm 

Plymouth Cultural Center 
525 Farmer St. 

NEW HUDSON 
Tues., Feb. 20 
8 - 9:30 pm 

Lyons Twshp. Library 
27005 S. Milford Rd. 

LIVONIA 
Wed., Feb. 21 
11:30-1pm 

Civic Center Library 
32777 Five Mile Rd. 

CANTON 
Thurs., Feb. 22 

6:30 - 8 pm 
Summit on the Park 

46000 Summit Parkway 

LIVONIA 
Wed., Feb. 21 
10-11:30am 

Civic Center Library 
32777 Five Mile Rd. 

FARMINGTON HILLS NORTHVILLE 
Thurs., Feb. 22 Wed., Feb. 21 

1 - 2:30 pm 7 - 8:30 pm 
Costick Activities Center City Hall 
28600 Eleven Mile Rd. 215 W. Main 

CANTON 
Thurs., Feb. 22 

8-9:30 pm 
Summit on the Park 

46000 Summit Parkway 

Presented by Strategic Legal Services, P.C. & Strategic Financial. 
Call 800-466-2473 Now to reserve your seat. 

Receive a FREE 1 hour consultation to discuss your personal situation when you attend a seminar. A $150 Value. 
Refreshments Served at all Seminars. 
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Charges from page A1 

(C)A3 

John Santomauro said. "Simply 
put, he murdered t ha t 8-year-old 
child." 

, Mof f i t t ' s p a s s e n g e r , J o s e p h 
Respondek, 43, of Detroit, plead-
ed not gui l ty to felony la rceny 
and obstructing police. The two 
w e r e r i d i n g in a 1988 C h e v y 
flatbed pickup truck, which had 
been reported stolen f r o m Red-
ford Township in November. 

Trouble inev i table 
- Santomauro said in a Tuesday 

press conference Respondek and 
Moff i t t , a l ong w i t h t w o o t h e r 
men , h a d s p e n t t he d a y u s i n g 
heroin and cocaine. Upon deplet-
ing their drug supply they need-
ed cash to buy more drugs and 
headed to a residential construc-
tion site, and were caught in the 
process of s teal ing roofing shin-
gles, Santomauro said. 

Two patrol cars arrived on the 
site nea r Cher ry Hill a n d Beck 
roads and stopped two vehicles. 
Bo th v e h i c l e s a p p e a r e d to b e 
loaded with construction materi-
al. 

Suspects in one of t he vehicles, 
Joseph Foreman, 54, of Farming-
to$ Hills, and Virgil Cagle, 47, of 
De t ro i t , w e r e b o t h t a k e n in to 
custody wi thou t incident . They 
w e r e a r r a i g n e d T u e s d a y on 
felony l a rceny a n d obs t ruc t i ng 
police, and misdemeanor larceny 
charges respectively. 

Both m e n pleaded no t guilty. 
All f o u r d e f e n d a n t s w e r e 
remanded to the Wayne County 
Ja i l pending a Feb. 26 prelimi-
na ry examina t i on in 35 th Dis-
trict Court. Moffitt is being held 
w i t h o u t b o n d , a n d t h e o t h e r 
t h r e e a r e b e i n g h e l d on a 
$10,000 cash bond. 

Chase descr ibed 
Police gave th is account of the 

c h a s e on C h e r r y H i l l , w h i c h 
r e a c h e d s p e e d s as h i g h a s 70 
m p h j n a 40 mph zone: 

An off icer a s k e d R e s p o n d e k 
and Moffitt for identification, a t 
which point Moffi t t accelerated 
quickly, c a u s i n g t h e p i ckup to 
fishtail and str ike the officer. 

Moffitt and Respondek headed 
east, pursued by Canton officers. 
The flatbed truck r an through at 
least seven red lights. 

At Cherry Hill and Venoy, the 
t r u c k b a r r e l e d t h r o u g h a r e d 
light and was s t ruck by a 1999 

• * N * 
i i i ! 

* 

Joseph Respondek 

Chevy S-10 p ickup t r u c k t h a t 
was t r ave l i ng south on Venoy, 
W e s t l a n d po l i ce O f f i c e r T o m 
Lessnau said. 

Travis was a passenger in t ha t 
S-10, which was dr iven by h i s 
ne ighbor a n d long t ime f a m i l y 
f r i e n d , 2 5 - y e a r - o l d M i c h e l e 
Burgess. 

T h e i m p a c t of t h e co l l i s ion 
s p u n t h e Chevy S-10 in to t h e 
westbound lanes of Cherry Hill 
where i t came to rest , Lessnau 
said. 

T h e f l a t b e d t r u c k s l id s ide-
w a y s , r o l l e d over a n d l a n d e d 
u p r i g h t i n t h e d r i v e w a y of 
Toarmina's Pizza, on the south-
eas t corner of Cherry Hill a n d 
Venoy, he said. 

Moffitt 's vehicle then acceler-
ated, the wheels spun and it took 
off n o r t h ac ro s s t h e e a s t a n d 
west lanes of Cherry Hill, where 
it s t ruck the Chevy S-10 again, 
Lessnau said. 

Mof f i t t ' s t r u c k r a f n m e d in to 
B u r g e s s ' v e h i c l e , h i t t i n g i t 
broadside on the passenger side 
where Miles was riding, Lessnau 
said. 

According to accident investi-
g a t o r O f f i c e r J a c k M c i n t o s h , 
M o f f i t t ' s t r u c k a p p a r e n t l y 
c a r e e n e d a c r o s s C h e r r y H i l l 
b e c a u s e i t s a c c e l e r a t o r w a s 
stuck. 
Police couldn ' t de te rmine w i th 
certainty which collision caused 
the boy's dea th or whether bot-

Tickets now available 
for AAUW 'Peter Pan' 

The Plymouth-Canton AAUW 
will s tage t he chi ldren 's classic 
fairy tale, Peter Pan, March 1-3 
a t the O'Leary Auditorium adja-
cent to Garden City High School, 
6500 Middlebelt, Garden City. 

Show t i m e s a r e 7 :30 p . m . 
March 1; and 10 a.m., 1 p.m. and 
3 p.m. March 3. 

General admiss ion t ickets a t 
$4 wi l l be on s a l e T u e s d a y -

Thursday Feb. 13-15 at all Ply-
mouth-Canton and Garden City 
schools. Remain ing t ickets will 
be ava i lab le Feb. 23-28 a t t h e 
Little Book Shoppe on the Pa rk 
in downtown Plymouth, or they 
may be p u r c h a s e d a t t he door 
before performances. 

Fo r t i c k e t i n f o r m a t i o n cal l 
(734) 416-7436 dur ing business 
hours. 

; Did you know? 
! • Geronimo, American Apache 
I n d i a n , w a s b o r n on F e b . 17, 
;1829, and died on Feb. 17,1909? 
• • The week of Feb . 18-24 is 
•International Fr iendship Week? 

• Tuesday, Feb. 20, is Hoedie-
;Hoo Day? All n o r t h e r n h e m i -
s p h e r e citizens a re asked to go 
outdoors a t h igh noon and yell 
-"Hoodie-Hoo" to chase away win-
ter and get ready for spring. 
; • The Washington Monument 
•was ded ica ted in W a s h i n g t o n , 
D.C., on Feb. 21,1885? 

• To ward off fleas from your 
pet ' s s leeping a rea , s p r i n k l e a 
few drops of lavender oil in t he 
area? Fleas ha te lavender oil. 

• Mealworms will avoid pas ta 
a n d g r a i n s if y o u k e e p a 
wrapped slice of Spearmint gum 
in or near the products? 

Web Watch 
Check out these Web sites: 
• www.bgca.org 
• www.buybuddy.com 
• www.koala.net 
• www.socialcritic.org 
• www.africam.com 

Home theater 
Check out these DVDs available 
from the library: 
• A Star Is Born 
• His Girl Friday 
• The Living Daylights 
M The Cell 
• Small Time Crooks 

Virgil Cagle 

m a y 
have contributed to it. 
Both t rucks sustained extensive 
damage, Lessnau said. 

A Westland police car arriving 
on the scene slid into the driver's 
side of the flatbed truck, causing 
on ly m i n o r d a m a g e , L e s s n a u 
said. 

Miles was declared dead a t the 
scene. Burgess was t ranspor ted 
to Annapolis Hospital in Wayne, 
w h e r e s h e w a s t r e a t e d a n d 

Joseph Foreman 

r e l e a s e d t h e n e x t 
morning. 

Moffitt was admit ted to Saint 
Joseph Hospital for his injuries. 

S e n d i n g a message 
S a n t o m a u r o said t he charges 

"send a very clear message t ha t 
th is person (Moffitt) is responsi-
ble for, and his actions directly 
caused, this death." 

Mike Duggan, Wayne County 

prosecutor, defended t he police 
pursuit . He said if t he police had 
no t p u r s u e d , a n d M o f f i t t h a d 
s imply dr iven away, d e s p e r a t e 
for cash , he could h a v e j u s t as 
likely tried to rob a convenience 
store and shot the clerk. (Moffitt 
was not armed.) . 

" T h e n you 'd be a s k i n g w h y 
your police let t h e m get away," 
Duggan said. 

"We' re go ing to c h a r g e v e r y 
aggress ively every f lee ing a n d 

eluding case whe the r there 's an ' 
i n j u r y or not ," Duggan said. " I ; 
w a n t t h e m to unde r s t and when * 
t h e y m a k e dec is ions l ike t h i s , < 
t h e y m a y not ge t out of pr ison * 
for the rest of their lives." * 

S a n t o m a u r o sa id an i n t e r n a l ; 
investigation supported the offi-
cer 's decision to pursue and his ' 
c o m p l i a n c e w i t h t h e d e p a r t - " 
men t ' s guidel ines. He said t ha t 
throughout the chase, the officer 
calmly t r a n s m i t t e d information 
concerning his speeds and loca-
t ion and consis tent ly evaluated 
r o a d c o n d i t i o n s , l i g h t i n g a n d 
traffic. 

"At no t ime, prior to. the acci-
dent , were hazardous conditions; 
identified t h a t would require ter-
minat ion of the pursuit ." he said. 

The officer driving the primary 
p u r s u i t v e h i c l e , S a n t o m a u r o 
s a id , h a s b e e n on t h e C a n t o n 
Police force for seven years and 
i s a f i e l d - t r a i n i n g officer. The 
n igh t of t he p u r s u i t and crash, 
h e w a s t r a i n i n g a new officer, 
who was also in the patrol car. 

"Certainly the severity of their 
in i t i a l ac t ions is not wor th t he 
life of a child. But the initial act 
d id w a r r a n t t he pursu i t , " San-
tomauro said, explaining the two 
were in a stolen vehicle, commit-
t i n g a la rceny , a n d h a d nea r ly 
r u n over an officer. 

Staff writer Darrell Clem con-
tributed to this story. 

Q&A 
Q: Who invented ketchup? 
A: The original name for w h a t 
we know a s k e t c h u p w a s ke'-
tsiap. The sauce was invented in 
China in t he 17th century and 
was the br ine of pickled fish or 
shellfish. It was made from fish 
entrails, vinegar and hot spices. 
The Chinese exported the sauce 
to the Malay Peninsula where it 
w a s c a l l e d k e c h a p . T h e 
M a l a y a n s so ld t h e k e c h a p to 
Engl ish sailors, who brought it 
back to E n g l a n d . The Eng l i sh 
subs t i tu ted mushi 'ooms for the 
f i sh e n t r a i l s a n d in 1792, t he 
sauce was referred to as catsup 
a n d i n c l u d e d t o m a t o e s a s a 
main ingredient. 
S o u r c e : 10,001 Food Facts 

Library construction update 
The library will be closed to the 
public from Feb. 19-March 2 for 
lobby construction and comple-
t ion of t h e Adul t D e p a r t m e n t . 
For in format ion , visit t he pro-
p o s e d f l o o r p l a n a n d p h o t o 
a l b u m of t h e e x p a n s i o n a t : 
www.cantonpl.org 

For teen readers 
Here a re some books for t eens 
and young adults: 
• The Creative Jeweler by 
Sharon McSwiney 
• Jesse Ventura by Michael V. 
Uschan 
• Amazing Gracw A Dog's Tale 
by Dan Dy and Mark Beckloff 

Hot topic of the week 
n @ The Canton Public Library 
goes on h i a tu s for the next two 
weeks due to construction of the 
lobby area and completion of the 
Adult Depar tment at the library. 
The column will r e t u r n in the 
March 8 Canton Observer. 

60% Off All 
BRUNSWICK ARTESIAN 

2 DAYS ONLY! 
PRESIDENT'S DAY 
POOL TABLE SALE 
Buy Today-Play Tonight! 

Hurry In for 
Best Selection 
Sun., Feb. 18, 11 am - 4 pm 
Mon., Feb. 19, 10 am • 8 pm 

60% Off 

• Turn of the . . . 
Arts & Crafts styling 

• Quarter Sawn Solid Ash 
• Premium 1" Tournament Slate 
• Distinct flared legs & 

pedestal'base 
Sugg. Ret. $5,099 

ALL DISPLAY BRUNSWICK ARTS & 
CRAFTS DESIGNER TABLES 55% OFF! 

8 s H E R I T A G E 

• Unsurpassed quality 
Affordable price 

• All wood construction/Fracture 

sights & avetsized 

KASSON MARQUIS 

pockets 
Sugg. Ret. $3201 

ALL AMERICAN HERITAGE DISPLAY 
TABLES 58% OFF! 

LINCOLN'S PENNY PACKAGE! 

V HUSTLER 

the family! 
cloth 
3/4" Slate 

• All beam undercarriage 
Sugg. Ret. $1599 

LIMITED QUANTITIES AT STORE ONLY! 

best buy 2000 
All wood construction 
Oak finish with 

leg design 
slate/high fashion cloth 

Sugg. Ret. $2104 

ALL DISPLAY KASSON ARTESIAN 
COLLECTION TABLES 58% OFF! 

w m 

Get this 
*330 Value 
for only a 
PENNY! 
Sharpshooter 
Play Package 
With any demo 
table purchase 

Must bring in t h i s c o u p o n 

BRUNSWICK TARGE 

• Traditional styling 
commercial slate 

• Solid oak rail & leather 
• Superspeed cushions 
• Arched cabinet with ball 

& claw leg 

Sugg. Ret. $2542 

s1.348 

ALL BRUNSWICK DISPLAY 
SHOW PIECE TABLES 60% OFF! 

W A S H I N G T O N ' S S P E C I A L C L O S E O U T S 
Tavern Size Slate Pool Table $1299 
Antique Oak Pool Table Design $2929 
Brunswick Slatec™ Bar Size $999 
Hand Made Solid Cherry Wood 

Pro Slate Pool Table $5707 
Brunswick Contemporary Black Matte 

Finish Slate Pool Table $2719 
7' Brunswick Regulation Slate Table $2999 

CLOSEOUT1 
$692 
$1343 
$596 

$2103 

$1088 
$987 

WAYNE GRETZKY CHEXX NHL STICK HOCKEY 
HUGE SPECIAL CLOSEOUT! Sugg. Ret. $4000 CLOSEOUT $1999 

Look What $ 9 9 e a will Buy! 

• Poker Table 
• Ping Pong table 

conversion top 
• 3 tier billiard light 
• Spectator chair 
• Pub table 

w/cue holder 
• Vegas Casino Game 
• Neon Picture 

L o o k W h a t $ 1 9 9 e a Wil l B u v ! 

• Carrom pro 
stick soccer 

• Million dollar 
style foosball table 

• Family size 
7' air hockey 

• 20" Neon Harley 
Davidson collector clock 

• 4-in-1 Casino game table 

Look W h a t $ 2 9 9 e a Wil l Buy! 

• Carrom stick 
hockey 

® Red Wing, 
Michigan State 
or Michigan 
Pub table & stools 

• Hippo padded 
bar sled stools (pair) 

• Nova bumper 
pool table 

• Hippo spectator bench 

LIVONIA STORE ONLY 
734-261-8580 
28302 Joy Rd. 

(Between Inkster & Middlebelt Rd.) 
Due to advanced newspaper deadl ines all i tems l isted in stock as of 2-5-01. All sales final, must have a d for sale pricing. No layaways all prior sa les excluded. Photos may not be representative 

Pools • Spas • Billiards 

2 Days Only! 
S u n . , F e b . 1 8 t h 

M o n . , F e b . 1 9 t h 

Advertised Prices Reflect Cash Sale 
Optional Financing Available 

rsf actual Ham *\A/ith annr 

GREAT TIMES RIGHT AT HOME! 

http://www.bgca.org
http://www.buybuddy.com
http://www.koala.net
http://www.socialcritic.org
http://www.africam.com
http://www.cantonpl.org
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Public divided over high-speed chases 
b y d a r r e l l c l e m 
S T A F F W R I T E R 
dclem@oe.homecomm.net 

The death of 8-year-old Travis 
Miles, killed Saturday night in a 
Wes t land accident involving a 
h i g h - s p e e d police chase f r o m 
Canton, has stirred intense emo-
t ions and r enewed the deba te 
over whether officers should pur-
sue fleeing suspects. 

C r a i g a n d DeAn Lowery of 
Westland thought $J>out their 5-
m o n t h - o l d d a u g h t e r S y d n e y , 
safely tucked in bed, after they 
h e a r d t h a t T r a v i s h a d b e e n 
killed at the same Venoy-Cherry 
Hi l l i n t e r s ec t i on where Cra ig 
Lowery runs a Toarmina's Pizza 
shop. He wasn ' t working at the 
time. 

"My wife wen t in to get Syd-
ney, and she j u s t held her and 
teared up," Lowery said Monday 
a f t e r n o o n ins ide his p izzer ia , 
where a picture of Sydney hung 
on the wall. 

O u t s i d e , d e e p , m u d d y t i r e 
tracks could be seen where two 
suspec t s - c h a s e d in a s tolen1 

t r u c k by pol ice - r a n off t h e 
road , f l ipped over and l anded 
upright in Toarmina's driveway 
af ter colliding with a pickup in 
which Travis, a Garden City boy, 
was riding. 

C r a i g L o w e r y sa id he i s n ' t 
sure that Canton police, eventu-
ally joined by Westland officers, 
should have chased the suspects 
a t 60-70 mph along Cherry Hill 
over a l l e g a t i o n s t h a t t h e two 
suspects were in a stolen truck 
a n d had been s t ea l ing f rom a 
home-construction site. 

"If it's a high-speed chase for a 
stolen truck - let them go," Low-
ery said. "I would oppose tha t . 
I t 's not like Los Angeles where 
we have helicopters that can fol-
low them." 

B u t L o w e r y conceded t h a t 

police officers have a difficult job 
knowing when to chase suspects. 

"Where do you draw the line? 
I t ' s so h a r d to te l l , " h e s a i d . 
"There are so many factors. But, 
for me, I think it would have to 
be a drive-by shooting or a mur-
der or something like that." 

Carole N u t t , . a G a r d e n Ci ty 
mother of two, said she was sick-
ened by Travis ' death, and she 
criticized , police officers for Sat-
urday's chase. 

"I feel nauseous is how I feel," 
she said. "It could have been my 
kid. There was no reason for this 
unless they're chasing a guy who 
has an AK-47 hanging out h i s 
window." 

Previous experience 
Nutt spoke out last year after 

a h igh-speed chase s t a r t e d in 
Westland and spilled over into 
her Garden City neighborhood. 
The suspect was driving with a 
s u s p e n d e d l i cense and a n 
improper license plate. 

"That's no excuse (for a high-
speed chase),". Nutt said. "It was 
5 p.m. on a Saturday - a sunny, 
summer day - and my daughter 
and her fr iend had been out in 
the s t r e e t on bikes and rol ler 
blades, taking turns pulling each 
other." 

Steve Rize, 56, said he believes 
that police officers should pursue 
fleeing suspects to try to capture 
them. 

"I support that," the Westland 
res iden t said Monday, s i t t i ng 
ins ide N&N Coney I s l a n d a t 
Cherry Hill and Venoy. 

Rize and two passengers were 
traveling from Canton to West-
land on Saturday night when he 
saw a truck and police cars rush-
ing up behind his car on Cherry 
Hill near Lotz. 

"The road was deserted, and 
we were all alone," Rize sa id . 
"Then I saw the police cars com-

Law would help 
clarify police 
pursuit policy 
B Y J O N I H U B R E D 

STAFF WRITER 

jhubred@oe.homecomm.net 

Police officers in the majority 
of police departments across the 
s ta te are t ra ined to handle the 
k ind of h igh-speed chase t h a t 
killed an 8-year-old Garden City 
boy S a t u r d a y , acco rd ing to 
Michigan Association of Chiefs 
of Police President Bill Dwyer. 

However, legis la t ion will be 
proposed in the next few days 
tha t would offer all communities 
a model policy tha t Sen. William 
V a n R e g e n m o r t e r , R - H u d -
sonville, chairman of the Senate 
Jud i c i a ry commit tee , believes 
will better protect both residents 
and police officers. 

Dwyer, who serves as chief in 
Farmington Hills, couldn't say 
all d e p a r t m e n t s have policies 
about high-speed chases, but he 
believes most do. 

"There probably are some gen-
era l s t anda rds t h a t have been 
established," he said. "Our order 
would probably mirror t h a t in 
other departments." 

The H i l l s ' g e n e r a l pol icy 
allows pursu i t s a t high speeds 
when a n officer ha s reason to 
bel ieve t h e person being pur -
s u e d h a s c o m m i t t e d or h a s 
a t tempted to commit a serious 
felony. The policy also incorpo-
rates a section of state law tha t 
allows police officers to violate 
speed l i m i t s w h e n l ega l ly 
engaged in pursu i t , so long as 
t h e o f f i ce r d r i v e s w i t h "due 
regard" for the safety of all per-
sons. 

"The paramount consideration 
in the n a t u r e of police pursu i t 
tactics tha t are employed as well 
as the decision to pursue is 'rea-
sonableness'," the policy reads. 

That overall s tandard is con-
sidered in case reviews, which 
a re conduc ted in every h igh -
speed chase, Dwyer said. Inves-
tigations are conducted "no mat-
te r if t he re is any damage, no 
mat ter what the incident is, no 
ma t t e r w h a t t he outcome," he 
added. 

Assistant Chief Marty Bledsoe 
is on the admin is t ra t ive t e a m 
tha t reviews high-speed chases. 
He said they make their judg-
m e n t s b a s e d on in -ca r v ideo 
camera t apes , d i spa tch t a p e s 
and descriptions from the offi-
cers involved. 

• "If there are minor matters of 
procedure, we have the supervi-
sor counsel the officer," he said. 
"If there was something consid-
erable ... a real policy violation 
... we may choose to discipline 
the officer." 

Bledsoe believes having a poli-
cy helps police officers, because 
they know their actions will be 
reviewed. The decision to follow 
a fleeing suspect isn ' t an easy 
one any more, he said. 

"Chases aren't what they used 
to be. Officers will break off a 
chase more often than not, and 
we don't do unusua l th ings to 
slow it down, l ike we used to 
when we were young officers," 
Bledsoe said. 

In addition to new laws, more 
heav i ly t r a v e l e d r o a d s a n d 
increasing questions of liability, 
he believes the public's percep-
tion of law enforcement and the 
use of high- speed chases ha s 
changed the way police handle 
pursuits. 

"It's just the evolution of poli-
tics and attitudes," Bledsoe said. 

T h a t evo lu t i on could t a k e 
another t u r n , with legislation 
proposed by Van Regenmorter. 
He f i r s t p romoted the idea of 
standard policy seven years ago, 
after incidents like the one Sat-
urday, which ended tragically in 
Westland. 

"In doing some research, we 
found t h e r e w e r e d i v e r g e n t 
approaches to pursuits," he said. 
While some communi t ies had 
standards, he added, others did 
not, "which kind of gives felons 
permission to flee." 

His bill would create a com-
mission of exper ts who would 
develop a model policy address-
ing issues such as how, when 
and where pu r su i t s should be 
conducted. The commission may 
be an e x i s t i n g b o a r d t h a t 
reviews law enforcement stan-
dards or an appointed group of 
academics, law enforcement offi-
cials and community leaders. 

"The single standard for these 
policies should be what's in the 
best interest of the public's safe-
ty," he said. 

He b e l i e v e s e s t a b l i s h i n g a 
model policy will help ensure 
chases aren ' t conducted except 
when necessary - such as when 
lives are endangered - and that 
they're carried out in an appro-
priate manner. 

• 1 feel nauseous is how I feel. It could have 
been my kid. There was no reason for this unless 
they're chasing a guy who has an AK-47 hanging 
out his window.' 

-Carol Nutt 

ing, and I saw three sets of flash-
ing top lights. I saw a t ruck in 
front of them. I thought it was a 
tow t r u c k head ing for an acci-
dent. 

"When I saw it was a flat-bed 
t r u c k , I k n e w s o m e t h i n g was 
wrong," h e added. "They were 
going pretty fast, but thank God 
I found a way to get off the road. 
The police cars and t h e t r u c k 
slowed down as they passed me." 

Rize l e a r n e d l a t e r a b o u t 
Travis' death. 

"That's a sharpie about tha t lit-
tle boy," Rize said. 

Some people interviewed near 
the fatal accident site had opin-
ions much stronger than those of 
Lowery and Rize, but they didn't 
want their names used. 

One man said the suspect driv-
ing the t ruck should be publicly 
hanged a t the intersection, let-
t ing others learn from his mis-
take. Another man said tha t , if 
h is chi ld h a d been ki l led like 
Travis, he may have killed the 

suspect at the scene. 
Westland Police Chief Emery 

Price, who went to the accident 
scene, said i t ' s n e v e r easy to 
decide whether officers should 
chase fleeing suspects. In West-
land, he said a commanding offi-
cer from the police station either 
gives off icers t he approva l to 
s tar t a pursuit or tells them to 
back off. 

Judgement calls 
The commanding officer also 

can cancel a pursuit at any time. 
"We've done tha t on a number 

of occasions," Price said. "These 
are judgment calls. It 's spur of 
the moment. In that few seconds 
you have to make a decision." 

During Saturday's chase, Can-
ton officers led the pursuit , fol-
lowed by Westland police. 

"The person you're in pursuit 
of actually starts it by not stop-
ping," Price said, adding later , 
"If you don't pursue these peo-
ple, they're never going to stop 

for you." 
To n e v e r i n i t i a t e p u r s u i t s , 

Price said, would send a message 
to criminals tha t they can easily 
escape. 

"Does tha t make it any easier 
for t h e fami ly of t h i s child to 
accept? Absolutely not," the chief 
said. "This is a t ragedy. I had 
some officers over there (at the 
accident scene) who had tears in 
their eyes. ... We're all paren ts 
our se lves , and i n some ca se s 
grandparents. This is just abso-
lutely terrible." 

T h e G a r d e n C i t y Pol ice 
Department policy gives discre-
t ion to off icers a n d c o m m a n d 
of f icers on p u r s u i n g s u s p e c t s 
and whether to terminate a pur-
su i t . A n u m b e r of f ac to r s a r e 
weighed, inc lud ing t h e t r a f f i c 
flow, time of day, the potential of 
t he suspects to be violent and 
the type of vehicle being driven 
by the officer, according to Police 
Chief David Harvey. 

Local policy 
" G e n e r a l l y we don ' t c h a s e 

someone if we have another way 
to i d e n t i f y t h e su spec t , " s a i d 
Harvey. "We've had people drive 
off a f t e r t h e of f icer h a s t h e i r 
d r ivers l icense a n d conf i rmed 
their identity. They'll have some-
thing in the car t h a t they don't 
want us to find." 

Agreeing with Price that police. 
can't completely stop pursuing 
criminals, Harvey said he'd like 
much stiffer penalties for fleeing 
suspects who injure or kill oth-
ers. • 

"You should go to pr ison foi 
the rest of your life, if you kil! 
someone in an accident fleeing 
police - an innocent bystander oi 
the police dfficer. Or if the police 
officer kills someone in an acci-
dent during a chase," said Har-
vey. "You m a d e t h e choice tc 
speed up and flee. You're done." 

Fleeing police is now a felony 
w h i c h H a r v e y sa id is a r 
improvement over the time wher 
i t w a s only a m i s d e m e a n o i 
crime. 

The majority of chases involv-
ing Garden City officers occur or 
t he midnight sh i f t when more 
drunken drivers are on the roac 
and there is less traffic, Harvej 
said. 

"Officers still have to use gooc 
judgment and our criteria. Ever j 
two years we send each police 
officer to a t r a i n i n g course or 
operating a vehicle at a high rate 
of speed," said Harvey. "We're 
good about keeping newer vehi-
cles, so we won't crash or have e 
wreck due to vehicle failure." 

Staff writer LeAnne Rogers 
contributed to this story. 
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Metro chief says Washington will act if mechanics strike 
BY RICHARD PEARL 
STAFF WRITER 
xpearl@oe.homecomm.Qet 

Wayne County Airports Direc-
tor Lester Robinson says Wash-
ington will act if the mechanics 
u n i o n c a l l s a s t r i k e a g a i n s t 
N o r t h w e s t Ai r l ines a t De t ro i t 
Metro Airport next monljh. 

"I personally believe t h a t t he 
federal government will step in 
... and keep people flying" if the 
union, whose contract negotia-
t i o n s w i t h N o r t h w e s t h a v e 
reached an impasse , s t r ikes a t 
m i d n i g h t M a r c h 12. M e t r o is 
N o r t h w e s t ' s hub , h a n d l i n g 75 
percent of the roughly 35 million 
p a s s e n g e r s u s i n g t h e a i r p o r t 
annually. 

Robinson's comments on a pos-
s i b l e s t r i k e , w h i c h v i r t u a l l y 
w o u l d s h u t d o w n M i c h i g a n ' s 
largest airport, came Friday dur-
i n g a w ide - r ang ing d i scuss ion 
w i t h O b s e r v e r e d i t o r s a n d 
r e p o r t e r s a b o u t t h e c o u n t y -
owned-and-operated airport. 

The meeting was arranged by 
W a y n e Coun ty C o m m i s s i o n e r 
Lyn Bankes, R-Livonia, to give 
Robinson a chance to present his 
side on such topics as the possi-
ble strike, airport expansion and 
the ongoing state probe of Metro 
c o n t r a c t s a n d b i d d i n g p roce-
dures. 

Joining Robinson were Daniel 
O. K e r b e r , c o u n t y a i r p o r t s 

11 

Lester Robinson 

d e p u t y d i r e c t o r , a n d M i c h a e l 
Conway, a i rpor ts ex terna l rela-
t ions d i rec tor a n d two of Con-
way's staff members. 

Bankes was unab le to a t t end 
b u t w a s r e p r e s e n t e d by h e r 
assistant, Debbie Wanamaker . 

M a r c h 12 is t h e e a r l i e s t a 
str ike in the 5-year-old labor dis-
p u t e could h a p p e n . B u t some 
o b s e r v e r s s a y t h a t P r e s i d e n t 
George W. Bush likely will call a 
presidential emergency board to 
d r a w u p a s e t t l e m e n t proposal 
and thereby delay any strike for 

another 60 days. 
Robinson said Del ta Air l ines 

"may put on more flights" out of 
Metro were a str ike to happen , 
but would only be able to fly out 
of t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l t e r m i n a l , 
which h a s jus t six gates. 

Fewer non-stops 
Non-stop service also would be 

greatly reduced, he said. 
K e r b e r , t h e - d e p u t y d i rec tor , 

a d d e d t h a t l o w - f a r e c a r r i e r s 
"really won't throw on extra air-
c r a f t b e c a u s e they don ' t h a v e 
t h e m and they really don't like 
to do t ha t to each other." What-
ever slack a Spirit or Trans Air 
p icks u p "won' t be much , " h e 
said. 

As f o r t h e p r o b e of a i r p o r t 
dealings being investigated by a 
special s ta te Senate subcommit-
tee, Robinson said the airport is 
" c o n t i n u i n g to coopera te w i t h 
t h e m " and have s t a t e aud i to r s 
in. 
. However, it's not an audit, he 
said, bu t a "preliminary review, 
which means they do everything 
short of an actual audit." 

He at tacked what he described 
as "conjecture and innuendo and 
r u m o r a b o u t t h i n g s t h a t t h e y ' 
(committee) haven't set down as 
fact." 

H e s a i d h e b e l i e v e s w h a t 
they'll find is "maybe some man-
agement lapses" da t ing back to 

the mid-1950s and early 1990s. 
Robinson, who became airports 

director las t year and is a former 
airports finance director, said his 
d e p a r t m e n t h a s " d i s p r o v e d " 
accusat ions about not advert is-
i n g for or t a k i n g b ids on con-
tracts. 

He said old newspapers have 
shown tha t , on most of t he con-
tracts, the re were bids and ads, 
r educ ing t h e s t a te ' s "exception 
ra te" f rom "as high as 16 or 20 
(down) to 2." 

Robinson said criticism of the 
recently expired Metro Cars con-
t r ac t and t he new cont rac t are 
examples. 

He said the 1990 contract was 
for f ive y e a r s w i th a five-year 
extension - not a no-bid exten-
sion, as has been charged. 

'Enough cars' 
R o b i n s o n sa id t h e n e w con-

tract went to Metro Cars because 
it was the only bidder t h a t had 
"enough cars" - 110 vehicles of 
the Lincoln, Cadillac or Chrysler 
variety - to provide wha t the air-
port feels is adequate service. 

Kerber said Metro is r unn ing 
90 s e d a n s a n d " t h e r e ' s t i m e s 
when there 's no cars available." 

Robinson e m p h a s i z e d Met ro 
Cars is not a limousine service -
"My concept of a limo is a stretch 
vehicle," Robinson said. 
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sedan service t ha t is "an alterna-
tive ... to the taxicab ... a little 
bit upscale (to) help dress up our 
service area. I th ink it was suc-
cessful, I really do," he said. 

He said Metro Airport still has 
problems wi th taxicab services 
regarding "improving their vehi-
cles, improving the i r demeanor , 
improving their, appearance." 

He said the sedans cost 15 per-
cent more t h a n taxis and defend-
ed providing them as an impetus 
to taxis to "add a positive bene-
fit" by improving themselves and 
t h e i r service. T h e s e d a n s also 
give Metro passengers a choice 
among taxis, commuter vans or 
limos. 

B u t , w h i l e M e t r o d o e s n ' t 
restr ict l imousines f rom provid-
ing service, the re ' s not enough 
c u r b space for t h e m to s imply 
wai t for unscheduled customers, 
he said. 

R o b i n s o n s a i d t h a t , w h e n 
"ground transportation" includes 
t h e s e d a n s , c a b s a n d v a n s , 
D e t r o i t Met ro b e a t s A t l a n t a ' s 
H a r t s f i e l d Ai rpor t i n r e v e n u e , 
$230,000 per year to $100,000. 

Difficulties in process 
H e d e f e n d e d e x t e n s i o n s on 

c o n t r a c t s , n o t i n g t h a t , a m o n g 
other things, "it's difficult some-
t i m e s to get con t rac t s t h r o u g h 
our whole process, including the 
County Commission." 

He said approvals have t aken 
several months, resul t ing in con-
t r a c t e x t e n s i o n s b e c a u s e "we 
have to serve the public." 

H e w a r n e d t h e commiss ion , 
however, tha t changes he's insti-
t u t i n g will mean " three to four 
t i m e s m o r e m a t e r i a l go ing to 
them for approval." 

He said, "Staff is a little frus-
t ra ted wi th me because I want to 

bid all the extensions and all t he 
change orders to t he contracts. 

" I d o n ' t n e c e s s a r i l y t h i n k 
tha t ' s the r ight t h ing to do, Jput 
w e ' r e d o i n g i t t o r e m o v e a n y 
cloud whatsoever on the way we 
operate. -

"We r u n a t ight business prac-
tice and that ' s t he way we wan t * 
to keep it," he said. 

R o b i n s o n r e i t e r a t e d t h a t 1 

alleged cost overruns on signage -
and lighting a t the airport a few 
years ago were t he resul t of fed-
era l demands* tha t t h e work be 
comple ted m o n t h s sooner, t h a n 
originally contracted. It required 
h i r ing more people, he said and 
was fu r the r complicated because * 
"You can only work on (the pro- ; 
ject) when the Federal Aeronau- • 
t i cs A d m i n i s t r a t i o n gives you 
permission." ' 

He also defended Park ing Lot 
15 as be ing "for people who^do 
bus ine s s w i th t h e a i rpo r t (and 
for those) who have ... helped us 
in t he past," such as former Gov. 
J i m Blanchard , who helped get 
the airport federal funding. 

H e sa id o t h e r b u s i n e s s e s do 
the same th ing and added, "The 
fact is, t he re a re more Republi- < 
c a n s i n t h e r e t h a n t h e r e a r e 
Democrats currently." 

Bu t , he said, t h e r e will be no 
s u c h s p e c i a l l o t i n t h e n e w 
11,600-space p a r k i n g bu i l d ing 
adjacent to the new midfield ter-
m i n a l , s c h e d u l e d to o p e n i n 
December. 

"We're going to have spots for " 
v a n s a n d p a r k i n g o p e r a t i o n s 
people, and Nor thwest can pa rk 
some of their employees. But no 
special lot," Robinson said. 

H e p red ic ted t h a t , w h e n t h e 
new Nor thwes t t e rmina l opens, 
"our i m a g e is go ing to c h a n g e 
into something very positive." 

Airport official named 
national committee chair 

Michae l Conway, d i rec to r of 
e x t e r n a l r e l a t i o n s a t D e t r o i t 
Metropolitan Wayne County Air-
por t , h a s been appo in t ed m a r -
keting and communications com-
mit tee chairman of t he Airports 
Counci l I n t e r n a t i o n a l - N o r t h 
America. 

Conway will a s s i s t in policy 
development , public awareness 

c a m p a i g n s a n d p r o g r a m p l a n -
ning for ACI-NA, t he main advo-
cacy g r o u p fo r a i r p o r t s in t h e 
United Sta tes and Canada. 

H e is t h e f i r s t me t ro -De t ro i t 
a i rpor t executive to serve in an 
ACI -NA l e a d e r s h i p ro le s ince 
J a m e s Davey w a s c h a i r m a n in 
1974. Davey m a n a g e d D e t r o i t 
Metro from 1960-75. 
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Fatal chase leaves many 
questions, few answers 

Who will t ake responsibil i ty for the 
death of Travis Miles? 

We speak not just of criminal responsi-
bility or civil redress. But who will have 
the guts to stand up as a human being 
a n d te l l Dona ld Miles a n d R o x a n n e 
Dowd:"I'm sorry. My thoughtless actions 
killed your son.1"? 

Certainly not John Moffitt and Joseph 
Respondek, convicted felons who refused 
to surrender to police Saturday night and 
led officers on a high-speed chase for 

e i g h t mi les 
t h rough Canton 

. a n d W e s t l a n d . 
The decision to Both men plead-
pursue must be ed no t gu i l ty 
made withthe J—* * « 

SSUte d e l i b e t - c h a r g e s s tem-

ateness and m i n g f r o m t h e 

training that 
Officers apply year -o ld Trav i s 

when they draw of Garden City. 
a weapon. Apparently not 

the Canton Pub-
lic S a f e t y 
D e p a r t m e n t , 
which, even as it 
l a u n c h e d an 
in te rna l investi-

gation into the incident; took ample time 
in public s ta tements to d is tance itself 
from any culpability. While calling the 
crash a true tragedy, Canton Public Safe-
ty Director John Santomauro reminded 
all tha t it wasn' t the pursuing officers 
who allegedly broke into a home con-
struction site and took off to avoid arrest. 

And d e f i n i t e l y not t h e M i c h i g a n 
Supreme Court, which in a 2000 decision, 
stemming from two fatal police chases in 
Detroit , ruled t h a t police officers and 
municipalities could only be held respon-
sible in cases where they are "grossly 
negligent" and directly responsible for 
the death. In other words, if t he patrol 
car is involved in a fatal crash and offi-

cers deliberately failed to follow chase 
guide l ines t h e n maybe b lame can be 
assessed. 

The question of responsibility is, of 
course, paramount. But there are many 
other questions in the wake of events 
that unfolded Saturday along Cherry Hill 
Road. And there are no easy answers. 

For example, the public needs to know: 
• Did police officers follow department 

policy in initiating the chase? Santomau-
ro insists they did. 

• Should the pursuit have been aban-
doned w h e n the f lee ing f e lons 
approached the township limit? 

• Was a chase necessary to apprehend 
Moffit and Respondek when police had 
two other suspects in custody? 

• Is chasing suspects involved in a 
nonviolent property crime a wise decision 
and a s m a r t use of publ ic s a f e t y 
resources? 

We suspect most of these questions, 
and others, won't be resolved until the 
lawyers have at it. That's an unfortunate 
reality in today's litigious world and one 
more reason why Travis' parents won't be 
hearing an apology or explanation any-
time soon. 

The Observer believes the pursuit of 
fleeing suspects is a tool tha t must be 
available to law enforcement agencies. 
There is t ruth in the argument that fail-
ure to do so only encourages a lawless 
society. 

But the decision to pursue mus t be 
made with the same deliberateness and 
t ra ining tha t officers apply when they 
draw a weapon. This, after all, is what a 
motor vehicle becomes as it hurtles down 
the road at 70 mph or more. 

And we demand that law enforcement 
agencies accept responsibility for the out-
come of their actions. It's part of what 
makes our government accountable to its 
people. The Miles family deserves a t 
least that much. 

CCW talk is turning ugly 
- on both sides of issue 

Nothing like the prospect of a new gun 
law to get everybody up in a rms . Bad 
puns aside, December's passage of "shall 
issue" legislation Jooseqing the require-
ments for obtaining concealed weapons 
permits has stoked feelings on both sides 
of the issue and created an atmosphere 
where civil debate may be difficult at 
best. 

We're seeing it in Canton, where some 
opponents of the new law feel threatened 
in their efforts to put the issue before 
voters. And at least one supporter ques-
t ions w h e t h e r o thers h a v e a r igh t to 
interfere with his constitutional rights. 

The O b s e r v e r u rges a l l p a r t i e s to 
remember that while the free expression 
of ideas and efforts to persuade others 
that, your cause is just are a special part 
of American society, f ree speech stops 
short of harassment - either physical or 
verbal. 

The CCW law - parsed during the leg-
islature 's lameduck session, signed by 
Gov. John Engler and scheduled to take 
effect July 1 - changes the way permits 
are issued. Applicants no longer have to 
prove their need before a local gun board. 
Instead, permits must be issued provided 
the applicant has no criminal record or 
h is tory of men t a l i l lness . Appl ican ts 
must complete an eight-hour t r a in ing 
course and restrictions prohibit the car-
rying of a concealed weapon on school 
property, in churches or at large gather-
ings. 

A political action committee, People 
Who Care About Kids, is looking to col-
lect 151,000 signatures in order to put 
the issue on the ballot next year . The 
effort is headed up by Michigan Attorney 
General Jenn i fe r Granholm and Mike 
Duggan, Wayne County prosecutor. 

It appears both sides a re well orga-
nized and preparing for a lengthy, noisy 
batt le over the legislation. Pet i t ioners 
have until March 27 to collect signatures, 
a tall task for sure. 

Canton resident Ann Marie Graham-
Hudak, vice pres iden t of t h e Livonia 

l eague of Women Voters, is one of those 
campaigning for the ballot measure out-
side local churches and o ther publ ic 
venues . Graham-Hudak said she and 
others have faced increasingly hostile 
counter measures from gun owners who 
show up at t he same sites. The NRA 
posts petition drive locations on its Web 
si te , she sa id . In Wixom, commi t tee 
members gave up their effort after they 
were shouted down by proponents for the 
new law. 

Unfortunately\ the legislature 
set the tone for the fight by 
jamming the law down the 

throats of citizens in its fren-
zied, lameduck session, taking 

action after years of testing the 
waters and then always decid-

ing the issue was too hot to 
handie. 
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Meanwhile , supporters l ike Dennis 
Kabczy said putting a referendum on the 
ballot makes little sense. "How many of 
your const i tu t ional r ights would you 
want to be put to a vote?" the Canton res-
ident said in an interview las t week. 
Kabczy said much of the fervor over the 
new law is off target. CCW applicants are 
law-abiding citizens, not the gun-toters 
the public should be worrying about. 

Unfortunately, the legislature set the 
tone for the fight by jamming the law 
down the throats of citizens in its fren-
zied, lameduck session, taking action 
after years of testing the waters and then 
always deciding the issue was ju s t too 
hot to handle. Putting Lansing's 11th-
hour action aside, we believe there's still 
plenty of room for reasonable discourse 
on the CCW issue. It will be up to the 
rest of us to ensure the debate is conduct-
ed that way. 

• Make a difference 
On Feb. 10, 2001, my dear friends 

lost their son to a high speed police 
chase. It could have been anyone -
you, me, your neighbor, friend or rela-
tive, even your child. 

It was not 3 a.m. when traffic is low, 
but rather early on a busy weekend 
evening. The officers were chasing the 
truck that plowed into my friend's lit-
tle boy because the driver had been 
stealing. 

An 8-year-old boy lost his life over 
stolen goods. 

His family will never see him gradu-
ate, play sports or have a family. If 
this makes you angry, sad or maybe 
hold your children a little closer, then 
please take the time to e-mail, write or 
phone your elected officials. 

I understand the officers felt they 
were doing their job. I always support 
them and their efforts. However, I also 
believe high speed chases should only 
be used under extreme circumstances. 

Does it make sense tha t a little boy 
dies and the general public was put at 
risk over a crime of theft? 

A few moments of your time is all it 
takes; Make a phone call, send a letter 
or an e-mail. The next time it could be 
your child. 

Christina Taylor 

• Raises questioned 
While thousands of local auto work-

ers are at risk of losing their jobs and 
t h e a v e r a g e s t a t e employee will 
receive only a 2 percent pay increase, 
our governor and s t a t e l awmake r s 
decided to give themselves a 14 per-
cent and 36 percent raise, respectively. 
A raise in their salaries is understand-
able considering the importance and 
responsibilities inherent in their jobs, 
but th i s is excessive. The governor 
will be getting $172,000 this year and 
the state representatives will receive 
$77,400. 

Will members of t h e i r s ta f fs and 
those who clean their offices also be 
getting 14 percent or 36 percent rais-
es? The governor also receives a very 
generous expense account, a car, and a 
house to live in at taxpayers expense. 

As for Rep. Bruce Patterson, R-Can-
ton, he p roud ly vo ted a g a i n s t t he 
salary increase for himself , but will 
receive the 36 percent raise anyway, 
since the Senate refused to vote on the 
measure. Since Rep. Patterson reject-
ed the increase, will he be donating 
part or all of the money to charity as 
so many lawmakers have vowed to do? 
This would clearly demons t ra te his 
opposition to the raise. But I doubt 
very much this will happen. 

T h a d d e u s J . He jka 
Canton 

• Tree is history 
The Wilcox tree is 150 years old. We 

do not th ink you should cut it down 
because this tree is the history of Ply-
mouth. Maybe it would be bet ter if 
this tree was protected. 

These kind of trees live very long. If 
we p ro t ec t i t now it can live even 
longer , so o ther people can see i t s 
beauty. If you were the tree with lots 
of history, you would be a living mys-
tery and you would not want people to 
cut you down just for a building. 

If you cut this tree down now, you'll 
regret it later. We have lots of other 
buildings and you shouldn't need one 
bad enough to cut down history. We 
have never heard of a t ree 150 years-

old so they must be really rare. 
Chelsea Jurgeon, Megan 

Quinlan, Katelyn Quinlan, 
Nicole Jarkowski, Kathryn 

Turgeon, Johanna Clair, Kirsten 
Slater, Leah Varga, Kristin 

Bums, Mirando Madias, Kirbi 
Fagan, Liz Clago, Jenny Mizzi, 
Maggie Gearns, Erica Ley, Alex 

Poramlo, Maria, Catherine, Jeff 
Bord and Page. 

Plymouth Students 

• Do better for our kids 
A recent Detroit Free Press report 

detailed some very serious child abuse 
issues. The series noted that at least 
22 Michigan children have died of 
abuse or neglect in the last three 
years, under the protection of the 
state's child welfare system. 

This report, using the tragic exam-
ple of murdered 2- year-old Ariana 
Swinson, exposed dangerous flaws in a 
system that identifies 24,500 abused 
or neglected children each year. The 
following, taken from the Free Press 
series and other sources, describes the 
primary flaws or issues in the system, 
with associated possible corrective 
actions. 

Reduce FIA Caseloads - Children's 
Protective Services and FIA foster care 
workers have ongoing caseloads of 28 
and 27 children per caseworker, 
respectively. The Child Welfare 
League of America recommends 17 
and 15, respectively (national average 
is 18 in both cases). Additional case-
workers are needed to reduce the case-
load to acceptable levels. 

Require FIA to Have Legal Repre-
sentation in Court Proceedings - The 
FIA is supposed to have legal repre-
sentation for the children in court pro-
ceedings. However, FIA caseworkers 
are routinely sent to court without 
lawyers. As a result, workers are 
unable to fully inform family court offi-
cials about problems or are unable to 
fend off objections, motions, etc., from 
parent's attorneys. Currently the FIA 
has contracts in only 22 of 82 Michigan 
counties for legal representation of 
children. The FIA should have con-
tracts in all counties. 

When Legal Representation is 
attained, make sure attorneys meet 
with the children when representing 
them - A 1998 law requires that chil-
dren's attorneys meet face-to-face 
before every court hearing. In many 
cases this well intentioned but unfund-
ed mandate isn't complied with. Fund-
ing is necessary to ensure the face-to-
face contact. 

Increase FIA Accountability when 
serious procedural or legal errors are 
made - There currently is little FIA 
accountability when errors are made. 
Perhaps an impartial outside commis-
sion should review cases and recom-
mend appropriate action and penalties 
when serious cases of child, abuse 
occur. 

Shift the appointment and report-
ing of the Children's FIA ombudsman 
from the executive branch to a biparti-
san committee of the legis lature- In 
addition, confidentiality requirements 
should be eliminated from the ombuds-
man's office so investigations of severe 
abuse can have necessary appropriate 
detail available. 

Terminate the FIA secrecy policy 
when severe child abuse occurs - Cur-
rently the FIA has a strict secrecy poli-
cy at all times. To investigate root 
causes of severe child abuse so effec-

tive corrective actions can be taken to . 
prevent future occurrences, the secrecy, 
policy should be terminated in these 
severe cases. 

The FIA Treatment Plan should be 
completed as established - In Ariana's. 
case the FIA and Macomb County 
Family Court ended the state's super- . 
vision of the family without completion 
of the treatment plan. Within a few 
months, Ariana was murdered by 
repetitive blunt head injuries over 
time and drowning, according to the 
medical examiner. 

The State Board of Education 
should develop standards to help iden-
tify abused children in school - Once 
these children are identified, they 
would be referred to the FIA for inves-
tigation. In addition, teachers should 
be called on to testify in court when 
they feel abused children are at great 
risk. The school system, in many 
cases, is the only situation where pro-
fessionals have exposure to these trag-
ically abused children. 

Increase Counseling or Coursework 
to improve behavior modification -
According to a panel of 18 child wel-
fare experts who reviewed the Swinson-
case, court officials relied too much on•;! 
a six-week anger management course. 
Birth control classes, counseling and 
certification should be required for 
parents who have child abuse records 
- Financial penalties, in the form of 
reduced welfare funding should be con-
sidered when abusive parents continue 
to have children. 

Many of these recommended actions^ 
to improve the system will cost money . 
to implement. The Michigan economy 
has generated significant excess rev- . 
enue over the past few years. This 
additional revenue should be invested ;! 
in the system to improve the safety of 
our children. How much money is one 
child's life worth, to say nothing of the;? 
22 children that have died because of £ 
system that needs improvement. Most*; 
importantly, our society is judged by •*; 
what it does to take care of it's most > 
vulnerable - it's youngest, it's oldest, 
and it's disabled. If our Michigan soci-> 
ety would be judged now on the way i t J 
takes care of it's most vulnerable, it 
might not get a passing grade. We can>; 
and should do better. 

Ron McCaffery 
Livonia 

Share your opinions 
We welcome your letters to the 
editor. Please include your name, 
address and phone number for 
verification. We ask that your letters 
be 400 words or less. We may edit 
for clarity, space and content. 

Mail: 
Letters to the Editor 
Tedd Schneider 
Canton Observer 
794 South Main 
Plymouth, Mi 48170 
E-Mail: 
tschneider@oe.homecomm.net 
Fax: 
734-459-4224 
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Evaluate both secular, faith 
groups by service delivered 

Way back in 1982, my wife, Kathy, and a num-
ber of other parishioners at St. Andrew's church 
in Ann Arbor started a feeding program for street 
and homeless people. 

The idea was to give people in need a good 
breakfast to start out the day. 

It was a good idea then; it's a good idea now. 
The program is still going strong, feeding more 

than 100 people 
every day. 

The food, usual-
ly donated by local 
groceries and 
restaurants and 
sometimes (after 
all the paperwork 
gets filled out) 
from federal sur-
pluses, is cheap. 
Labor is all volun-
teer. The space 
used is the parish 
hall, so it's rent-
free. If you denom-
inate it in terms of 
the outcomes it's 
intended to pro-

the program is amazingly cost-

Phil Power 

vide - breakfasts 
effective. 

Surely, the program at St. Andrew's, and others 
like it are what President George W. Bush has in 
mind when he talks about providing public funds 
for the good works that faith-based organizations 
can provide. The Bush Administration has set up 
an Office of Faith-Based Action, designed to 
reach out to "faith-based groups tha t have a 
proven record of saving and changing lives." 

Called "charitable choice" by policy wonks, the 
interplay between government and faith-based 
organizations has been around since the 1996 
Welfare Reform Act. Last October, President 
Clinton signed a law allowing federal payment to 
religious groups that offer mental health services 
for youth. 

To be sure, charitable choice is not without its 
problems. 

• Separation of church and state. For example, 
Brent Walker, executive director of the Baptist 
Joint Committee, calls charitable choice "the 
wrong way to do right.. . . We think it will result 
in invasive regulation and excessive entangle-
ment between church and state." 

At a minimum, it's certain the volunteers at St. 
Andrew's spend far too much time filling out fed-
eral forms to qualify for surplus food; at a maxi-
mum, it's no business of the federal government 
to tell the folks at St. Andrew's who to feed 
breakfast to. 

• Competition for dwindling dollars. Critics 
claim public funding for "religious" social purpos-
es risks diverting scarce funds from "secular" 

social purposes. School vouchers, for example, can 
be looked on as skimming dollars from public 
schools. 

• The incapacity of the poor. Although they 
don't often admit it, at heart many critics believe 
poor people don't deserve (or cannot handle) 
choosing between (often monopolistic) govern-
ment programs and those offered by faith-based 
organizations. 

Lurking behind each of these objections, howev-
er, is a kind of "either-or" mentality that frames 
the issue in exclusive terms: Either people will be . 
forced into government-funded programs or they 
will have no choice other than those sponsored by 
religious groups. But as long as funding for both 
types of programs - secular or religious - is based 
on transparent accountability and cost-effective-
ness in yielding desired outcomes, why cannot we 
allow the users of services to be responsible for 
their own choices? 

Joseph A. Connor, founder and CEO of a Michi-
gan non-profit organization called the Collabora-
t o r for Community Support, points out that 
"communities making progress toward solving 
these vexing social problems are those that real-
ize that the diversity and multiculturalism of our 
communities demand multiple strategies and 
many programs delivered by a variety of different 
groups united by shared aspirations." 

Connor is worried President Bush's initiative 
could set off a secular-religious contest of ven-
dors, each contesting with the other for program-
matic scraps. He hopes the Office of Faith-Based 
Action will work to bring legitimacy to on-going 
and effective religious approaches, not in contrast 
to but in collaboration with secular strategies. 
The Collaboratory, for example, is working in 
Battle Creek to reduce teen pregnancy by enlist-
ing the support of both Planned Parenthood and 
Catholic Social Services. 

The key point here is not to frame an activity to 
be funded by public dollars as "a program" replete 
with designated "responsible agencies," countless 
regulations and the turf that inevitably accompa-
nies both. 

Instead, both public and faith-based organiza-
tions should be evaluated and funded on the basis 
of demonstrated success in delivering concrete, 
measurable outcomes to people who need and 
want them. 

If the Bush Administration can manage that , it 
will have taken a big step forward in mobilizing 
the compassion and efficiency of both the public 
and the private sectors. 

Phil Power is chairman of HomeTown Com-
munications Network Inc., the company that 
owns this newspaper. He welcomes your com-
ments, either by voice mail at (734) 953-2047 
Ext. 1880, or by e-mail at ppower@ 
homecomm.net. • 

Spirit behind the Grumpies 
leaves an important legacy 

Judith Doner 

It is not often that someone comes along who is a 
true friend and a good writer. 

E.B. White, 
Charlotte's Web 

Today, the world is a lesser place. 
Tony Brehler, the spirit behind the Grumpies, 

died Saturday, nearly two weeks after an opera-
tion to remove an abdominal aorta aneurysm. 

I've probably written more about the Grumpies 
than any other group. Tony was the reason. He 

started a non-
dues-paying, open-
to-anyone organi-
zation, made up of 
people who write 
letters-to-the-edi-
tor. He was look-
ing for others who 
cared enough 
about future gen-
erations to write 
articulately about 
the issues that 
niatter. 

Tony, a retired 
office manager 
and World War II 

veteran, was my contact from the get go. He invit-
ed me to address their fledgling organization back 
in January 1994 on the letter publishing policy at 
The Observer & Eccentric. Then the Grumpies 
were primarily retirees and all male. Today, they 
have added younger members and females. 

As individuals they write letters to publications 
as national as the Wall Street Journal and as local 
as their hometown papers. As a group, they meet 
on the second Tuesday morning of each month to 
discuss current events and hear from politicians 
and journalists. 

Over the years, they have convened in South-
field and Bloomfield Township. Now they are well 
ensconced at the Carl Sandburg branch of the 
Livonia Public Library. 

Tony, in his gentle way, ran the meetings. Tony, 
in his efficient way, scoured the newspapers for 
individual Grumpies' letters, duplicated them, and 
handed out copies at each meeting. Tony, in his 
enterprising way, asked the writers of well-
thought-out letters to join the group. Tony, in his 
endearing way, convinced people important to 
metro Detroit to keynote the monthly meetings 

"Tony had the capability of attracting prominent 
guest speakers," Ray Dubin, a Grumpy from 
Farmington Hills, told me. "It seemed that all 'he 
had to do was call them, talk to them (as he called 
it 'kibitz with them') and the next thing you knew 
that person was addressing our group." 

And so the Grumpies met with U.S. Rep. Joe 
Knollenberg, State Attorney General Jennifer 
Granholm, then State Sen. and now Oakland 

County Sheriff Michael Bouchard, State Sen. 
Thaddeus McCotter, State Rep. Andrew 
Raczkowski, Wayne County Chief Assistant Prose-
cutor George Ward and Gov. John Engler's former 
communications director, Rusty Hjlls. 

Journalists who responded to Tony's kibitzing 
included Livonia Observer community editor Dave 
Varga. 

"I'm surprised and very sad," Varga told me, 
when he learned of Tony's death. "Besides being a 
regular letter writer whose positions could be less 
radical than some other Grumpies, he was a fine 
gentleman, who regularly sent me complimentary 
notes. Sometimes he would also call. I also saw 
him regularly at St. Aidan Catholic Church where 
he served as an usher. He will be missed." 

"Can anyone say he has known a better man 
than Tony Brehler?" Neil Goodbred, a fellow 
Grumpy from Livonia, wrote me. "He was a good 
friend to each of us Grumpies. When he recruited 
letter writers, he began with a compliment for 
each. After joining the group, each of us would 
come to realize how important Tony was to the 
group, that we had joined with a good man, a 
great man, a most caring man, in the endeavors to 
make our small place on earth a better one." 

'Tony was a man of honor," added Dubin. "When 
he told you something, you could be sure that's the 
way it was. He wore his heart on his sleeve. He 
was never too busy to be a friend and a mentor to 
all he knew. Tony was the most patient and toler-
ant man I have ever known. He had a heart of gold 
and a soul full of love." 

Tony once joined me to talk to a group of senior 
citizens in Birmingham on how they could influ-
ence the press. I told them about the many stories 
we do that emanate from people in the community 
and he told them about the Grumpies. During the 
question period, they mostly had questions for 
him. When I got home, he telephoned. It was just 
like this sweet man to make sure that I wasn't 
offended by their attention to him. 

This husband of 51 years, father of three and 
grandfather of five had a hobby of making stained 
glass suncatchers. As I write, I am looking at one 
he gave me that's on my window. It depicts two 
birds on either side of a feeder, pecking at real 
birdseed. Usually it makes me happy. Today, it 
makes me sad. 

Today, the world is a lesser place. 

Judith Doner Berne, a West Bloomfield resi-
dent, is a former managing editor of The 
Eccentric Newspapers. 

Funeral Mass for Anthony Brehler is 10 a.m. 
Friday at St. Aidan Church, 17500 Farmington 
Road, Livonia. Visitation is 2-9p.m. today at 
Heeney-Sundquist Funeral Home, 23720 Farming-
ton Road, just north of Grand River. 

Engler garners B 
average in think 
tank report card 

Mike Maiott 

Gov. John Engler got a B, winning high marks 
for cutting taxes and showing fiscal restraint, on 
a "report card" issued Monday by the Cato Insti-
tute of Washington, D.C. 

Now, a B ain't bad. It certainly shows he's try-
ing. But it's not quite good enough to earn our lit-
tle Johnny an increase i n his allowance - oh 
yeah, he already got that, didn't he. 

The institute is a conservative "think tank" 
tha t issues annual report cards to grade gover-
nors on their fiscal policy. Its authors say they 
believe it is the "only objective analysis of the fis-
cal performance of governors" being issued today., 

"Overall, we are concerned that the trend dur-
ing the past several years of prosperity for states 
has been to ratchet up state budgets instead of 
returning revenue surpluses to taxpayers. By our 
estimates, roughly two of every three surplus dol-
lars in the state coffers since 1996 have gone to 
new spending, not to tax reduction.... The Repub-
lican governors tend to be touted as the GOPs 
policy stars ... but far too many of those top state-
executives have become big-government Republi-
cans," the institute concludes. 

Fair enough. Yet the Cato Institute's fiscal poli-
cy blinders produce a few other conclusions that, 
to my mind, border on the bizarre. 

Engler got 60 points out of a possible 100, 
although no governor received more than 76. 

The only A's handed out went to Massachusetts 
Gov. Paul Cellucci and Nevada Gov. Kenny 
Guinn, both Republicans. Three governors 
received an F: Tom Vilsack of Iowa, Gray Davis 
of California and John Kitzhaber of Oregon. Six-
teen governors got B's, 16 got C's, and 10 got D's. 

"We are now in the midst of the longest sus-
tained run of net state tax cutting in American 
history, a run that began seven years ago. But in 
fiscal 2000, states cut their taxes by only $5 bil-
lion. That tax-cutting effort, is minuscule, given 
that at the beginning of fiscal 2000, the states 
had a surplus of more than $30 billion," the 
report said. 

Engler nonetheless won the title of "premier 
tax cutter," a title conferred on just four gover-
nors. 

"When Engler took over the statehouse in 1991, 
Michigan was in a spiral of economic decline.... 
To create more jobs, Engler has cut taxes more 
than.25 times for a cumulative taxpayer savings 
of $12 billion," the report states. "No state has 
cut property taxes more than Michigan in the 
past decade." 

Pretty high praise. So how'd Engler slip to a B? 
The report concludes Engler has eased up a bit 

on his fiscal restraint of late, and this is where 
the report misses its mark. It does not count as a 
blemish on Engler's record his recent support of 
massive pay raises to state officials, including 
himself, although tha t would have been perfectly 
justifiable. 

Instead, the report marks him down for putting 
extra money toward education. 

To quote: "In recent years the economy has 
done so well tha t Engler has started to become a 
big spender, especially on education...." the 
report concludes. 

I suppose a state government could show the 
ultimate in fiscal restraint if it spent absolutely 
nothing at all. Of course, it couldn't deliver any 
services that way, and i t wouldn't be doing its 
job. So simply concluding that less spending is 
always better, regardless of how it is spent, 
seems wrongheaded to me. 

I can think of no better place for the state to 
put its extra resources than into education. In 
financial terms, I'd call that an investment. 

The report also doesn't take into account the 
fact^a boost in educational spending works hand-
in-glove with his proposals to move the state 
economy toward an information technology base. 
To have an information economy, you have to 
have educated workers. 

Perhaps it ought to be seen as an example of 
what can happen when you try to assess perfor-
mance based on jus t one measure and then try to 
make it strictly "objective." Strange things can 
happen. 

Mike Maiott reports on the local implica-
tions of state and regional events. He can be 
reached by phone at (248) 634-8219 or by e-
mail at mmalott@homecomm.net. 
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Former MADD treasurer charged with embezzlement 
BY DARRELL CLEM 
STAFF WRITER 
dclem@oe.homecomm.net 

Accused of embezzl ing thou-
sands of dollars, a former t rea-
s u r e r f o r t h e W a y n e C o u n t y 
c h a p t e r of M o t h e r s A g a i n s t 
Drunk Driving predicted she will 
be cleared of criminal wrongdo-
ing. 

"This isn't what it seems," Dar-
lene Hodges, 52, said Tuesday, 
a f t e r s h e w a s c h a r g e d w i t h 
embezzling from the West land-
based chapter. 

He r brief r e m a r k s came out-
s ide of W a y n e Dis t r i c t C o u r t , 
w h e r e s h e w a s a r r a i g n e d b y 
Judge Carolyn Archbold on five 
coun t s of embezzl ing b e t w e e n 
$1,000 and $20,000. 

Wes t land judges d isqual i f ied 
t h e m s e l v e s f r o m h e a r i n g t h e 
case. 

West land Police Chief E m e r y 

Price sai'cliHodges is suspected of 
taking mpney to gamble. 

Hodges, who became involved 
in M A D b 11 yea r s ago a f t e r a 
d r u n k e n idriver ki l led h e r son, 
was serving as an unpaid, volun-
teer t reasurer unti l she was sus-
pended in November. 

MADD is m i s s i n g a b o u t 
$18,500 in money taken from its 
b a n k account , W e s t l a n d police 
Sgt. Michael Gould said. 

J u d g e A r c h b o l d r e a d a l o u d 
allegations Tuesday t h a t Hodges 
embezzled money be tween Dec. 
6,1999, and Nov. 8, 2000. 

Archbold placed a no t -gu i l ty 
p l e a i n H o d g e s ' c o u r t f i l e , 
released he r on a $5,000 person-
al b o n d a n d o r d e r e d h e r to 
re turn to court Feb. 21 for a pre-
liminary hearing tha t will deter-
mine whe ther she should s tand 
trial. 

Hodges could face five years in 

prison and a $10,000 fine if con-
victed. 

"This really is a hear t -break-
e r , " J e n n y L o z a n o , c h a p t e r 
a d m i n i s t r a t o r , s a i d T u e s d a y 
w h e n con tac t ed a t t h e MADD 
of f i ce , on W a y n e R o a d n e a r 
Cherry Hill. "We want people to 
fee l r e s t - a s s u r e d t h a t p recau-
tions are being taken so tha t this 
doesn't happen again." 

The local MADD chapter h a s 
h a d p r io r f inanc ia l d i f f icul t ies 
tha t threatened its survival, but 
officials persevered and rescued 
it. 

L o z a n o i s s u e d a p r e p a r e d 
s t a t e m e n t i n d i c a t i n g t h a t t h e 
embezz l ing charges won ' t h a l t 
t he work of the Wayne County 
chapter. 

"Obviously, we a t MADD are 
d ishear tened with the si tuation 
i n v o l v i n g D a r l e n e H o d g e s , " 
Lozano said. "However, we a re 

determined to prevent this issue 
f rom dis t ract ing f rom the daily 
e f fo r t s of our ded ica ted volun-
t e e r s who are work ing to save 
lives, prevent injuries and serve 
victims." 

S h e c o n f i r m e d t h a t M A D D 
r e c e i v e s m o n e y f r o m s e v e r a l 
s o u r c e s i n c l u d i n g d o n a t i o n s , 
court fines and grants . 

"We c e r t a i n l y h o p e t h e 
(alleged) apparent actions of one 
vo lun t ee r will not overshadow 
the good work of the many vol-
u n t e e r s and v ic t ims who h a v e 
dedicated their lives to fu r the r -
ing MADD's mission in our com-
munity," Lozano said. 

"As t h i s i s s u e c o n t i n u e s to 
unfold," she added, "we feel it is 
i n a p p r o p r i a t e to say a n y t h i n g 
f u r t h e r a t t h i s t i m e . I n t h e 
mean t ime , we ask for t he com-
m u n i t y ' s con t inued suppo r t of 
our mission." 

Outs ide t he cour t room Tues> 
day, Hodges asked tha t her case 
not be publicized. 

"I don't w a n t it in the paper," 
s h e said. "This is j u s t going to 
h u r t MADD." 

M A D D ' s m i s s i o n is to s t o p 
d runken driving, support victims 
of alcohol-related accidents and 

prevent underage drinking. 
I t is a nonprof i t o rganiza t ion 

t ha t has more t h a n 600 chapters 
na t i onwide . I t w a s founded in 
1980 in C a l i f o r n i a by a s m a l l 
group of women, af ter a 13-yearc 
old girl was killed by a h i t -and; 
run driver. 

o 

Woman arrested for check kiting 
Canton police apprehended a 

2 0 - y e a r - o l d D e t r o i t w o m a n 
Thursday for passing counterfeit 
payroll checks. 

The woman had cashed sever-
al checks at t he Canton Meijer 
t ha t day, and police reports indi-
cate there was a nearly identical 
crime Feb. 7. 

W h e n police caugh t u p w i th 
the suspect near Ford Road and 
Morrison, the passenger in he r 
car produced altered identifica-
tion. 

A search of the vehicle's glove 
box turned up nine bogus payroll 
c h e c k s , w r i t t e n on t h e s a m e 
accoun t . T h e checks , t o t a l i n g 
more than$26,00Q, were wri t ten 
out to three different people. The 
suspect had in the vehicle identi-
fication corresponding wi th one 
of t h e n a m e s on t h e p h o n y 
checks. 

T h e w o m a n to ld pol ice s h e 
only used t h a t identification to 
get into bars and drink alcohol. 

Mail theft 
A Canton dentist called police 

af ter he discovered someone had 
been s teal ing his incoming and 
outgoing mail. 

T h e 54-year-old doctor sa id 
b e t w e e n Dec. 26 a n d F e b . 6, 

COP CALLS 

someone had stolen his mail. He 
d i d n ' t k n o w t h e t h e f t h a d 
o c c u r r e d u n t i l a c r e d i t c a r d 
s ta tement was delivered, show-
ing some $7,000 worth of airline 
ticket purchases. 

T h e m a n h a s a l s o f i l e d a 
report with the post office: 

Credit card fraud 
Canton police responded to the 

C a n t o n C i n e m a , 4 3 5 5 5 F o r d 
Road, af ter an employee report-
ed a suspicious situation. 

T h e e m p l o y e e s a i d a m a n 
walked u p to t h e coun te r , and 
displayed several pieces of jewel-
ry on the counter. The m a n stat-
ed h e f o u n d t h e j e w e l r y in a 
black pouch behind t h e Meijer 
g a s s t a t i o n . H e a s k e d t h e 
e m p l o y e e if h e t h o u g h t t h e y 
were real. 

The employee thought t he sit-
uation was odd, and called 911. 

A f t e r t h e y a r r i v e d , o f f i ce r s , 
o b s e r v e d t h e m a n , n o t i n g h e 
appeared nervous, and was con-
stantly moving. 

Police called d i s p a t c h a n d a 
l ien showed t h e R e d f o r d m a n 

Vetennafy Notes Elizabeth 
Routson, 

D.V.M. 

CAN MY DOC HAVE ALZHEIMER'S DISEASE? 
As they age, dogs can develop symptoms that 
are similar to those associated with Alzheimer's 
disease in humans. The canine condition, called 
cognitive dysfunction syndrome (CDS), seems 
to be caused when the dog's brain undergoes 
physical and chemical changes that do not 
occur with normal aging. Autopsies conducted 
on dogs suspected of having CDS have shown 
brain tissue changes that resemble the lesions 
found on the brains of Alzheimer's patients. 
Owners may notice symptoms inc luding 
disorientation, nightt ime vocal izat ion and 
pac ing , dec reased act iv i ty, l o s s of 
housetraining, withdrawal, trouble learning new 
tasks, and changes in the way the dog 
responds to family members. The drug 
selegiline has improved the cognitive skills of 

many dogs with symptoms of CDS. 

PARKWAY VETERINARY CLINIC provides 
comprehensive compassionate veterinary care 
for pets, including geriatric care. Our reputation 
for expert care is well-deserved-please don't 
hesitate to 4Sk questions of our knowledgeable 
staff, including Drs. Bunt and Hill. We treat your 
pet as if it were our own. Visit either of our two 
locations at 41395 Wilcox Rd. in Plymouth, tel. 
734-453-2577, or 5750 Lilley Rd. in Canton, tel. 
734-981-4400. Both locations are open six days 
a week for your convenience. 

P.S, CDS is difficult to d iagnose in the 
veterinarians office because symptoms are so 
varied and can manifest themselves differently in 
each dog. 
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FEBRUARY IS 

CRUISE 
B O N U S M O N T H ! 

Book your ultimate dream cruise in 
February with AAA Travel. You'll 

receive special savings and benefits 
from the biggest names in cruising. 
Including Carnival! Take advantage 
of limited time sale events, state-
room upgrades, onboard discounts, 
gifts or other exclusive amenities 
on top of AAA's member-only benefits 
and savings! 

A^HCamival. ^ a Cam™1 

cruise, you il 
enjoy a complete spa program, super-
vised activities for the kids, Vegas-
style casino for the adults . . . and 
much more! 
Let AAA Travel help make your dream 
vacation come true. Call or visit today! 

* Rates are per person, cruise only, based on dbl. occ. 
Subject to change based on availability. Benefits may 
vary based on category selected and availability. 
Other restrictions may apply. 

3- Day Cruises from $299 * . 

7 Days from $649* 

AAA Travel/Canton 
2017 N. Canton Center 
Call 734-844-0146 

Weekdays 
8:30 a.m. • 5:30 p.m. 
Thursdays until 7:00 p.m. 

^Travel 
www.aaamich.com 
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h a d w a r r a n t s f o r n a r c o t i c s 

charges. 
Police a lso found in s ide t h e 

man ' s j acke t four credit cards , 
each i s sued to a n 89-year -o ld 
Redford woman. 

L U N C H « D I N N E R SPECIALS 
N o w through March 3rd 

| 1 ? % O F F Lunch or P i n n e r 

I 

® *tAi Chinese-American, Polynesian 
V <£> y and Mandarin Cuisine 

Carry Out 
44515 Ann Arbor Rd. (at Sheldon) • Plymouth 

734-455-1660 
OI 

fiuitifr Owned <(* Opera led 
Since /9S7 

Hands On UPDATE 
V Center Presented by 

Hands On Center For Physical Therapy 

RUNNER'S KNEE 

Runner's knee is caused by a 
misalignment of the kneecap in its 
groove. This makes the kneecap 
rub on the side of the groove and 
the cartilage on the back of the 
kneecap to wear out. As a result, 
there is pain around the back of the 
kneecap after running. The actual 
culprit of this problem is the foot. 
An inward roil of the foot and 
ankle causes the shinbone to rotate 
to the inside, which turns the knee 
to the inside. Treatment involves 
using an orthotic device to prevent 
excessive pronation, as well as 
exercises to strengthen the inner 
side of the quadriceps muscles, 

if you tend to pronate inwardly, 

don't wait for cartilage damage to 
develop-take preventative action 
by asking your physician for a 
referral' to the H A N D S O N 
C E N T E R F O R P H Y S I C A L 
THERAPY. As licensed physical 
therapists, we can show you how 
to avoid injury, as well as achieve 
accelerated healing and improved 
performance. Our services also 
i n c l u d e o r t h o p e d i c and 
neurological rehabilitation, and 
treatment for back and neck 
trauma. To learn more, or to 
schedule a consultation and exam 
at our state-of-the-art facilities, 
located in Plymouth, at 470 Forest 
Avenue, Suite 20, at 455-8370. 

n w * 

P R E S C H O O L 

Jint HdCrvnaj, y Wltft XjClf'ti 
"Charac ter Building • Our Concern" 

P.S. Runner 's knee a lso makes it pa infu l to sit for long periods of t i m e w i t h 

the knee bent. 
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GET CASH BACK! 
direct from 

FOR A VERY LIMITED TIME 

to $1000 back on every style of ThomasvUle furniture.' 
£kof> h o w ! Beat the ThomasvUle price increase. 

UP TO YOUR IMAGINATION 
N O MATTER WHAT YOUR STYLE, WE HAVE SOMETHING FOR YOU. 

You can create the grouping that suits your home perfectly by choosing the model, 

wood color and fabric. A combination of styles and colors! We invite you to explore the 

options and choose the customized look that's right for your home. 

*Sie $tose (08 orais. W e hiil nhch »nt local mwhiims aumisES ran 

Order Up A Perfect 
Combination nbination At The r 

c - C O L O R & g / f ^ 

" ThomasvUle' 

W i n t e r S a l e 
ST0REWIDE SAVINGS IN EVERY DEPARTMENT! 

I 

infinite combinations 
m ix & match... 

i ? DIFFERENT FINISHES... 
p i 

DIFFERENT CHAIR STYLES... 

1 DIFFERENT TABLE STYLES... 

, DIFFERENT SIDE PIECES 

The best price. The best service. 
ThomasvUle 
H t n i M l R \ ] s H I \ ( . S Q F N O V l 

248 344 2551 • 42200 Grand River, Novi 

mailto:dclem@oe.homecomm.net
http://www.aaamich.com


THE WEEKEND 

F R I D A Y 

Wild Swan Theater presents 
"Along the Tracks," an original 
production for young people 
based on incidents related to 
the Underground Railroad, 10 
a.m., 12:30p.m. and 7:30p.m. 
at the Towsley Theater on the 
Washtenaw Community Col-
lege campus in Ann Arbor. 
Tickets $6 children, $8 adults, 
(734) 763-8587. 

S a t u r d a y 

Detroit Symphony Orchestra 
Principal Trombonist, Ken-
neth Thompkins, is one of the 
featured artists in "Classical 
Roots," a concert celebrating 
African American classical 
music composers and musi-
cians, narrated by Danny 
Glover, 8:30p.m. at Orches-
tra Hall in Detroit. Tickets 
$20452, (313) 576-5111. 

SUNDAY 

Heather Yanke (clockwise), 
Cailtin Burke of Farmington 
Hills, Won Kyung Shin, and 
Jaquelyn Wagner, winners of 
the Pontiac-Oakland Sympho-
ny's annual Concerto Compe-
tition, will perform with the 
symphony at 3 p.m. in Oak-
land University's Varner 
Recital Hall in Rochester 
Hills. Tickets $15 adults, $10 
students and seniors, (248) 
334-6024. 

Aaron Douglas' "The 
Negro Speaks of Rivers" is 
one of the many inspira-
tional pieces featured in 
the Walter O. Evans Col-
lection on display during 
"Celebrate Black History1 
The Harlem Renaissance 
Continues" Wednesday-
Sunday throughout the 
month of February at 
Henry Ford Museum in 
Dearborn. Admission 
$7.50-$12.50, no charge 
for children under 5 and 
members, (313)271-1620. 

ENTERTAINMENT B1 

Thursday, February 15, 2 0 0 1 

Good sport: Toby Book-
er clowns around as 

Luther Billis, the 
smart aleck sailor 
charming his way 

through South Pacific. 

'South 
Pacific' 
makes 
light of 
serious 
subject 

il 1 

STAFF PHOTOS BY PAUL HURSCHMANN 

nnrvn 

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN 
STAFF WRITER 
lchomin@oe.homecomm.net 

J | | s the house lights go 
JOti down, and musicians 
/?' ~%ain the orchestra pit 
begin warming up, the 
energy level rises as actors 
finish buttoning the wildly-
flowered shirts and regula-
tion Marine uniforms 
they'll be wearing in South 
Pacific. 

Minutes earlier back-
stage, the Plymouth The-
atre Guild cast joked with 
each other as they arrived 
for a late-night rehearsal of 
the World War II era show. 
The Rodgers and Hammer-
stein musical opens Friday 
at the Water Tower Theatre 
in Northville. 

"It's exciting. We have a great cast 
and we're having a great time," said 
Kathy Booker, a Walled Lake resi-
dent making her directing debut. 
Booker was assistant director for 
Death Trap presented by SEO Pro-
ductions in Southfield. "The set gives 
the feeling of the island, but we're 
using actors to imply Bali Ha'i where 
it takes place. I enjoy the whole 
romantic mood of the show. It's light 
except when Lt. Cable dies. It's real 
life. Actors are lending their own per-
sonalities to the characters." 

That includes the smart aleck 
Luther Billis, played by Booker's son 
Toby who kids his favorite part of the 
musical is when the good-natured 
sailor is on stage. 

"My character is the comedic relief 
in the show," said Toby, who played 
one of the leading characters in Neil 
Simon's Fools with the Farmington 
Players last fall. 

"My main objective is to get over to 
Bali Ha'i because all of the French 
planters have all their young women 
there. There's a lot of back door 

MUSIC 

What; Plymouth 
T h e a t r e Gui ld 
p r e s e n t s t h e 
R o d g e r s and 
H a m m e r s t e i n 
m u s i c a l South 
Pacific 

When: 8 p.m. Friday-
Sa tu rday , Feb. 16 -
1 7 , Feb. 2 3 - 2 4 a n d 
M a r c h 2-3 ; 6 p .m . 
Sunday , Feb. 2 5 
Where: Water Tower 
T h e a t r e , 4 1 0 0 1 W. 
S e v e n Mi le Road , 
w e s t o f Hagger t y , 
on t h e c a m p u s of 
N o r t h v i l l e 

Psych ia t r i c H o s p i t a l 
Tickets: $12, $8 
a g e s 1 8 and under , 
ca l l ( 2 4 8 ) 3 4 9 - 7 1 1 0 

humor but overall the 
musical is pretty heavy 
with racial overtones. 
There's two love stories 
tinged with racism. If you 
consider when the play 
was written racism was 
such a big part of the coun-
try. They were ahead of 
their time." 

Lengthy 
A lengthy show — 128 

pages without music — 
South Pacific confronts the 
ugliness encountered when 
people of different races 
dislike one another 
because of the color of 
their skin or the slant of 
their eyes. The show's con-
tent was one of the ele-

ments that attracted Anthony 
Provenzola when he was surfing the 
Web to find a community theater 

holding auditions. Provenzola, a 
Farmington Hills resident, hadn't 
acted since his student days at Red-
ford Union High School and Wayne 
State University where he studied 
voice and musicai theater. Provenzola 
plays Lt. Cable, a Marine who falls in 
love with a native girl but his preju-
dice doesn't allow him to commit to 
her. 

"The music back then was popular 
music of that time; people knew all 
the songs," said Provenzola of Farm-
ington Hills. "It was groundbreaking 
because it touched on issues not 
talked about at the time." 

Ruled by prejudices 
Susan Merenda plays one of the 

lead characters ruled by her preju-
dices. Nellie Forbush is the ensign 
who falls in love with Ettiile 
deBecque. Her bigotry is unmasked 

Please see PACIFIC, B2 

Tropical breeze: Kerry Plague Susan Merenda and 
Anthony Provenzola rehearse the Rodgers and Hammerstein 
musical for opening night. 

Genesis 
Troupe 
presents 
'Our Town' 

BY KEELY WYGONIK 
STAFF WRITER 
kwygonik@oe.homecomm.net 

Life's simple t ruths haven't changed 
— you're born, you live, you die. It all 
goes by so fast. We don't pay attention 
to life unti l we lose someone we love. 

Set in Grover's Corners, N.H., 1901, ; 
Thornton Wilder's Our Town could be ' 
your town. The t ruths about everyday 
life revealed in this Pulitzer Prize-win-
ning play are the reason The Genesis 
Troupe chose to present it. • 

The audience meets Emily Webb and 
her neighbor, George Gibbs, their par-
ents, and some of the other people who 
live in t he town. Emily and George 
grow up together, fall in love and get 
married. 

"It's a beautiful story, it's just about 
life, whe the r it 's 2001 or 1901," said 
ass i s tan t director Delores Pearson of 

Dress rehearsal: Lane Ritter 
(left) and Carl Polys, rehearse 
a scene from "Our Town." 

Canton. 
L a n e R i t t e r 

sets t he scene as 
stage manager of 
t h i s t i m e l e s s 
story opening Fri-
day a t S t . Ken-
n e t h Ca tho l i c 
C h u r c h in Ply-
mouth. 

" I t ' s a b o u t a 
s m a l l t o w n in 
New Hampshire," 
he s a i d . "Act 1 
sets the tone, it's 
about daily life in 
the town. Act 2 is 
love a n d m a r -
r i age , and Act 3 
centers around a 
number of people 
who have died. The play shows what 
small town life was like - the good and 
sad - in a church-going community, it 
stresses the value of family. 

Background 
Founded this summer by Pearson, 

M a r l e n e L a n d r y of Livonia , and a 
group of interested friends, The Gene-
sis Troupe is on a mission to present 
family-oriented shows to the communi-
ty. They also donate a portion of pro-

Please see GENESIS, B2 

What: The Genesis 
Troupe presents, 
"Our'Town" by 
Thornton Wilder 
When: 8 p.m. Friday-
Saturday, Feb. 16-
17. Feb. 23-24; 6 
p.m. Sunday, Feb. 
18 and Feb. 24 
Where: St. 

Kenneth's Catholic -
Church, 14951 
Haggerty Road 
(between Five Mile , 
Road and 
Schoolcraft), 
Plymouth 
Tickets: $5 at the 
door, or call (734) ; 
981-3163 orve-mai! 
genesistroup'e7@cs. 
com 

Conductor leads powerful interpretation of Verdi's "Requiem' 
BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN 
STAFF WRITER 
ichomin@oe.homecomm.net 

PHOTO BY LENA KOLLER 

Master work: Manfred Honeck conducts the 
Swedish Radio Symphony Orchestra. 

Manfred Honeck is serious about his 
music. He doesn't hurry as he explains 
his approach to conducting. 

Honeck arrived in New York a week 
ago f rom Dub l in w h e r e h e and t h e 
Swedish Radio Symphony Orches t ra 
began t h e i r tour. A f t e r s tops a t t h e 
Kennedy Center in Washington, D.C., 
and the Universi ty of Notre Dame in 
Indiana, the 100-member ensemble will 
perform in Ann Arbor on Friday. On the 
program is the massive master work -
Verdi'? Requiem. Honeck will embrace it 
with his heart as well as his mind. 

"I first look at the technical to know 
what happens in the score, the harmony, 
then I look to find what is behind the 
piece, wha t the composer intended and what we 
understand in our time, how can I describe with my 
o rches t r a t h e feel ing," sa id t he Aus t r i an -bo rn 
Honeck. "What does the Requiem mean in our time? 
It's what humans are asking for in our technical 
world. People are longing for more humanity besides 
this machine. They're longing for things behind us." 

Audiences will always cherish this master work 
which the Swedish Radio Symphony Orchestra will 
perform with the Swedish Radio Choir and soloists 
Marina Mescheriakova, soprano; Nad ja Michael, 

University Musical 
Society series 

• Swedish Radio 
Symphony Orchestra and 
Choir perform Verdi's 
Requiem — 8 p.m. 
Friday,-Feb. 16 at HBI 
Auditorium, 825 North 
University, Ann Arbor. 
Tickets $14-$46, call 
(734) 764-2538 . 

• Swedish Radio Choir 
and Eric Ericson 
Chamber Choir unite for 
a concert — 8 p.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 17 at St. 
Francis of Assist 
Catholic Church, 2250 
East Stadium, Ann Arbor. 

• Tickets: $25, call 
(734) 764-2538 

mezzo-soprano; Marco Berti , tenor, 
John Relyea, bass-baritone. 

hometownnewspapcrs.net Kecly Wygonik. Editor 734-953-2105 

Familiar 
Verdi's Requiem was first presented in 

1874. Honeck knows the work well. He 
f i r s t pe r fo rmed it as a member of t he 
Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra. In fact, 
the last time Honeck was in Michigan was 
when the orchestra, under the direction of 
Leonard Bernstein, performed here in the 
late 1980s. 

"Verdi composed his Requiem a little bit 
from his own death," said Honeck of the 
work the orchestra played two weeks ago 
in Stockholm. "There isn't one person who 
hasn ' t t h o u g h t about h is own death . I 
combine my own thinking about death, 
Verdi's thinking about death, was he reli-
gious? If you go very deep into the word, 

the context, people feel the message. 
"It's one of my favorites. Every time when you do it 

it's impressive in a total great way. The way the man 
expressed it. We know he studied Mozart's Requiem" 

Manfred did his own research on the meaning <rf 
the words before conducting the work. 

"I asked the Vatican to find the text so I could go 
deeper into words, if I could see the words to under-
stand more and more how he composed the mean-
ing," said the 42-year-old Honeck who took over as 
conductor of the Swedish Radio Symphony Orches-

Please see HONECK, B2 

k wygohik@o0. Hornecomm.net 
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Pacific from page B1 

when he proposes marriage. 

"Nellie is kind of ditzy, very 
na ive , u n s u r e of he rse l f . She 
t h i n k s e v e r y t h i n g is one big 
a d v e n t u r e , " sa id M e r e n d a , a 
Canton resident and sophomore 
at Plymouth Salem High School. 
Merenda loves the story line and 
the Rodgers and Hammers te in 
music. She has to — otherwise 
where would she find the energy 
to jo in the P l y m o u t h Thea t r e 

Genesis 

Guild cast four nights a week 
af ter leaving rehearsals for the 
Sound of Music a t t he h igh 
school. 

"Emile deBecque is an older 
man," said Merenda who began 
acting at age 8 with the Whistle 
Stop Players a t the Plymouth 
Community Arts Council. "She 
ha s to overcome her prejudice 
when she finds out he has two 
children by a Filipino woman. 

She grows beyond the L i t t l e 
Rock background where she 's 
come from." 

A lot of work 

Dedication like Merenda's is 
one of the key ingredients in pro-
ducing a successful show. 

"It 's a lot of work; musicals 
take a lot of time. In the first act 
alone the re ' s 13 scenes," said 

from page B1 Honeck 

assistant director Dennis Hubel 
of Plymouth. "I've been involved 
wi th every th ing including set 
construction. It's the way people 
pi tch in f rom adver t i s ing the 
production to sound. It's the tal-
ent in f ron t of and behind the 
scenes." 

Kerry Plague is one of those 
t a l en t s . The Canton res ident , 
who plays Emile deBecque, was 
a late bloomer. He first went on 

stage a t age 41 because his son 
was in a production a t Henry 
Ford C o m m u n i t y College in 
D e a r b o r n , and " they n e e d e d 
ma le s . " Since t h e n P l a g u e ' s 
worked with the Avon Players in 
Rochester Hills. He's also been 
in the Michigan Opera Theatre's 
p roduc t ions of Tosca and La 
Boheme. 

"DeBecque is very emotional 
and in t rove r t ed b u t w h e n he 

commits, he commits with all his 
hear t , " said Plague,, who sings 
Some Enchanted Evening, one of 
the most popular songs in the 
show. "I like the musical because 
the songs are spread out among 
many principals. The barre is set 
high so it helps me improve. I 
can' t wait for opening night. I 
hope to break a leg." 

from page B1 

ceeds from each show to a desig-
n a t e d char i ty . Our Town will 
benef i t t h e Amer i can Cancer 
Society. 

Thei r f i r s t product ion, God-
spell, p resen ted in September 
and October, was a success. 

"We had a sel l -out on t h r e e 
nights. I just couldn't believe it," 
said Pearson. "The support from 
the communi ty h a s j u s t been 
overwhelming. Even the busi-
ness community has opened up 
their arms to us." 

St. Kenneth Catholic Church 
offered its social hall as a perfor-
mance space. Pas tor , the Rev. 
Joe Mal l ia , m a k e s a cameo 
appearance in Our Town as Pro-
fessor Willard. 

Rit ter , who like Landry is a 
pa r i sh ione r of S t . Kenne th ' s , 
h a s n ' t been on s t a g e for 47 
years. 

Family 
"I knew Mar l ene and saw a 

small article in the church paper 
t h a t t h e y w e r e c a s t i n g ' O u r 
Town' and looking for people," he 
said. "I was famil iar with 'Our 
Town,' and interested in trying 
out. It's been a real experience. 
The troupe is wonderful. Many 
of us came in as strangers, now 
we're family." 

Pearson smiles as Ritter talks, 
and says, "that 's what we hope 
happens with every show. One of 
the things we want to do is teach 
and give people the benefit of the 
skills we've acqui red over t h e 

• It's been a real expe-
rience. The troupe is 
wonderful. Many of us 
came in as strangers, 
now we're family.' 

Lane Ritter 
Actor 

years. To see them bloom is such 
a b e a u t i f u l t h i n g , i t ' s ve ry 
rewarding. It's a joy to see peo-
ple interested in theater become 
involved in it." 

Rit ter , like other cast mem-
bers, got interested in theater 
after performing in a high school 
play. 

"I've always enjoyed theater as 
a member of the audience, but in 
t h e back of my mind a lways 
wanted to be on stage," he said. 

Landry, who directs the show, 
was cast as Emily, one of t he 
leading characters, in her,high 
school production of Our Town. 

A lot of fun 
"It's a lot of fun stepping on 

the other side and seeing it hap-
pen," said Landry. "It's a time-
less story about daily life, and 
important things like marriage. 
It teaches us that life is very pre-
cious, and tha t we should stop 
and examine the simple things, 
because these are the things that 
we take for granted." 
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BARB'S COPPER COUNTRY KITCHEN 

It's Time To Live 
/ 

A Little... 

Family Fun Night 
Two Much Fun! 

Who said it's hard to get away. 

• Two Deluxe 
Rooms 

• Free Movie & 
Popcorn 

• Complimentary 
Continental Breakfast 

Sweetheart Spa 
Package 

Treat yourself to a night of royalty! 

• Jacuzzi King Spa 
• Free Movie 
• Heavenly 

Chocolate 
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Continental Breakfast 

You can expect more 
Reduced, rate on Friday, Saturday, Sunday only 
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17350 Fox Drive 
Livonia 

734-953-8888 
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t ra in fall 2000. "You have to 
research because the message is 
so important, if people would be 
touched by it. If the translation 
in one pa r t says 'my face gets 
red,' the color in the string sec-
tion must be red. If he'd said 'my 
face gets white' the strings must 
not be ful l . Even though they 
don't unders tand Lat in words, 
they feel the music." 

I t 's t h a t a t t en t i on to de ta i l 
t h a t h a s m a d e t h e Swed i sh 
Radio Symphony Orchestra per-
formance of Verdi's Requiem so 
powerful over the years. Found-
ed in 1936 as a European radio 
o r c h e s t r a , t h e ensemble h a s 
been led by accomplished con-
duc tors such as Serg iu Celi-
bidache and Esa-Pekka Salonen, 
who attracted the attention of a 
world audience with its strong 
c o m m i t m e n t to new mus ic . 
Before long, musicians like Igor 

S t r av insky and Mstis lav Ros-
t ropovich were eager to work 
with the orchestra. 

Today, all of the concerts are 
still heard on radio including the 
performances in Dublin and New 
York. 

"My goal is to m a k e the 
orchestra sounding like what I 
have in my ears," said Honeck 
who began playing violin at age 
7. Honeck grew up with eight 
siblings who all played instru-
ments. He decided to become a 
conductor at age 13 after hearing 
t h e V i e n n a P h i l h a r m o n i c 
Orches t ra a t a New Year con-
cer t . S ince s t u d y i n g a t the 
Academy of Music in Vienna, 
Honeck's led the Zurich Opera 
and the MDR Symphony Orches-
t r a in Leipzig, and guest con-
d u c t e d t h e D r e s d e n 
Staatskapelle, Vienna Philhar-
monic Orchestra , Chicago and 

Houston Symphony orchestras, 
and the BBC Symphony Orches-
tra in London. He is also princi-
pal guest conductor of the Oslo 
Philharmonic Orchestra. 

High standards 
"From a technical side, I want 

to make sure that they keep high 
s t a n d a r d s bu t go more in to 
details and get the colors out and 
the message be clear." 

Honeck also wants to continue 
pe r fo rming wi th the Swedish 
Radio Choir which was founded 
in the 1920s. Under conductor 
Er ic Er icson, t he 33 -member 
choir won international awards. 
Ericson, who became conductor 
of the radio choir in 1952, has 
since re t i red but cont inues to 
make guest appearances. 

Ericson's considered a master 
in the field of choral conducting. 
He established the Stockholm 

Chamber Choir (now the Eric 
Ericson Chamber Choir) in 1945. 
The group r e m a i n s his ma in 
vehicle for developing the art of 
a cappella singing. 

In addition to the Feb. 16 per-
formance with the orchestra, the 
Swedish Radio Choir will join 
with the Eric Ericson Chamber 
Choi r to s ing t h e music of 
S t r a u s s , Liget i , Lidholm and 
Schnittke at St. Francis of Assisi 
Catholic Church Saturday, Feb. 
17 in Ann Arbor. 

"They're a really great choir," 
said Honeck. "They sang with 
t h e Be r l i n P h i l h a r m o n i c t he 
week before we left on tour. It's a 
very homogeneous sound and 
t r a i n e d by Er ic Er icson . He 
m a d e t h e sound of Swedish 
Radio Choir. I'm amazed how it 
f i t s in w i th t h e sound of t he 
orchestra . It 's a clean but full 
sound. They have power." 

It's carnival time, celebrate Mardi Gras 
I t ' s c a rn iva l t ime in m e t r o 

Detroit. If you're tired of staying 
home, and looking for something 
fun to do, here are some options. 

• Celebrate the Mardi Gras 
with the Brazilian Culture Club 
of Detroit on Saturday, Feb. 17 
at the Holiday Inn on Telegraph 
Road in Southfield. 

Begun in the 1980s to soothe 
homesick Brazilians, Carnaval 
ha s grown in to a p a r t y t h a t 
attracts partygoers from all over. 
The f l a m b o y a n t , some t imes 
risque costumes, the sound of 
syncopated drum rhythms, and 
an au thent ic Brazi l ian samba 
band, have earned Detroit's Car-
naval its reputation as one of the 
biggest such festivities outside of 
Brazil. 

"It's not jus t for local Brazil-
ians," said Sergio Santos of Can-
ton, the club's secretary. "The 
public is welcome to at tend. If 
you come, w e a r comfor t ab le 

shoes, and be ready to dance for 
five hours straight. Be ready to 
see some outlandish costumes as 
well. There will be prizes for the 
best costumes." 

For more t i cke t s and more 
information, call (313) 862-7824 
or visit www.BCCD.com 

• The s ix th a n n u a l Mard i 
G r a s Magic P a r t y to bene f i t 
scholarships for students in the 
College of Arts , Sciences and 
L e t t e r s a t t he U n i v e r s i t y of 
Michigan Dearborn , is 5:30-9 
p.m. Friday, Feb. 23. 

The event at the Hyatt Regen-
cy Dea rbo rn fea tures a s i lent 
auction, wine tasting, appetizers, 
desserts and Mardi Gras music. 
Prizes will be awarded for best 
cos tume, or p a r t i c i p a n t s can 
attend in work attire. 

"Our the past five years, we've 
awarded more than $14,000 in 
scholarships to deserving liberal 
arts students," said Susan Ged-
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ness center, heated Indoor pool and whirlpool and late 2 RM. check-out 
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Jazzy: Straight Ahead performs Feb. 27, "Fat Tuesday," 
at Fishbone's Rhythm Kitchen Cafe in Detroit's Greek-
town. 

ert, alumni officer at UM-Dear-
born. "This alumni group takes 
great pride in helping students 
r each t h e i r goal of academic 
excellence." 

The alumni affiliate is co-host-
ing the event with Merchant ' s 
Fine Wine in Dearborn. Tickets 
a re $50 per person. Sponsors 
who donate $150, $250 or $500 
will receive two tickets and spe-
cial recogni t ion . T icke t s a r e 
ava i l ab le a t M e r c h a n t ' s F i n e 
Wine, 22250 Mich igan Ave., 
Dearborn. For more information, 
call (313) 436-9198. 

• Fishbone's Rhythm Kitchen 
Cafe in Greektown is presenting 
a "Fat Tuesday, " Masquerade 
Party 8 p.m. to midnight, Tues-

™ VeefeteMe IttOvetAify 

East European Folk 
Ensemble 

Sunday February 25 
at 2:00 p.m. 

Warren Woods 
Community Theatre 
13400 12 Mile Road 

(West of Schoenherr) s 

Warren, Ml | 
Tickets $18.00 Info: 248-887-4677 2 

Ticket Master (248) 645-6666 

day, Feb. 27. 
Local j azz b a n d S t r a i g h t 

Ahead will pe r fo rm, and cos-
tumed partygoers will compete 
for more than $1,500 in cash and 
prizes. The celebration includes 
a New O r l e a n s bu f fe t , and 
"Crustacean Station," featuring 
fresh crawfish and oysters. 

The cover charge is $10 per 
person, no charge if you Wear a 
costume. 

Fishbone 's R h y t h m Kitchen 
Cafe is a t 400 Monroe St . a t 
Brush in Detroit. Call (313) 965-
4600 for details. 

• If you w a n t to vis i t New 
O r l e a n s for Mard i Gras , b u t 
can't, drive to St. Clair Shores to 
j a c k ' s Wate r f ron t Res t au ran t 
and join the party. Dixiebelle & 
the Dixie Jazz Cats will be per-
forming New Orleans style jazz 
and blues at the seventh annual 
"Mardi Gras" bash, beginning at 
8 p.m. on Tuesday, Feb. 27. * 

The restaurant will be decorate 
ed wjlth the official Mardi Gras 
colors — gold, green and purple.; 
Traditional beads will be given 
to t h e ladies , and Doubloons 
(good luck coins) passed out to 
all. 

There will be pr izes for the 
best costume, and the crowing of 
a "King Rex." 

Sell-out crowds are expected, 
call (810) 445-8080 for reserva-
t ions and informat ion . Jack ' s 
Waterfront Restaurant is off Jef-
ferson, north of Nine Mile Road. 

Champagne inc luded in package only where permi t ted by State and Local law and to those of legal dr ink ing age. Offer 
valid now th rough 12/31/01. L imi ted availability; advance reservat ions required. Rate exclusive of tax or gratuit ies, does 
not apply to g roups and is subject to change w i t hou t notice. Hi l ton HHonors membersh ip , earning of Points & M i l es? 
and redempt ion o f po in ts are subject to HHcnors Terms and Cond i t ions . © 2 0 0 1 Hi i ton Hospitality, inc. 

Don't miss 

Westland Center's 
ARTS & CRAFTS SHOW 

February 15-18, 2001 
(Regular Mall Hours) 

Paintings 
Floral Designs 
Needle Crafts 
Jewelry 
Country Crafts 

Featuring: 
Stained! Glass 
Wood Crafts 
Toys 
Ceramics 
and morel 

Westland Center 
35000 West Warren Road 

Westland, MI 
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Film expert talks about Oscars 
Plan to attend the Detroit 

Institute of Arts Oscar Night 
America Gala, 6:30 p.m. Sunday, 
March 25 at the Roostertail, 100 
Marquette Drive, Detroit. Guests 
of the gala, presented by the 
DIA's Cinematic Arts Council, 
will receive an official 73rd 
Annual Academy Awards pro-
gram. The event benefits the 
Detroit Film Theatre and is 
expected to sell out. Tickets cost 
$135. Call (313) 833-7967. 

BY STEPHANIE ANGELYN CASOLA 
STAFF WRITER 
scasola@oe.homecomm.net 

The 73rd A n n u a l Academy 
Award nominations announced 
Tuesday, Feb. 13 didn't come as 
much of a surprise to the Detroit 
Film Theatre's curator and resi-
dent film expert. Elliot Wilhelm 
might not agree with all of the 
choices, but that 's all part of the 
excitement of Oscar time. 

This year Tinsel Town is talk-
ing about Crouching Tiger, Hid-
den Dragon — Aug Lee's mysti-
cal m a r t i a l a r t s filmk t h a t ' s 
crossed over into ma ins t r eam 
America, earning a grand total of 
10 nominat ions . For a foreign 
language film, it 's managed to 
garner even more attention than 
the 1998 Italian-subtitled Acade-
my favorite, Life Is Beautiful. 

"It's a good alternative audi-
ence movie," said Wilhelm of 
Crouching Tiger, which is on the 
verge of becoming the highest 
grossing foreign language film. 
"Audiences have indeed respond-
ed to it." He added that the for-
eign language status of the film 
lends prestige. 

Among those also nominated 
for t h e h ighes t honors is the 
romantic fable, Chocolat, Steven 
Sode rburg ' s Traffic and Erin 
Brockovich and Ridley Scott's 
Gladiator. Soderburg will actual-
ly compete against himself in the 
two mos t coveted ca tegor ies , 
Best Picture and Director. 

As Best Picture, the film that 
earns Oscar tends to represent 
wha t the Academy hopes to be 
r e m e m b e r e d by in t h a t year , 
said Wilhelm. 

"It's the message they want to 
send to the world. If you look at 
t h e h i s t o r y of t h e Academy 
Awards, it's on a kind of graph of 
socio-political history." 

That 's something to take into 
consideration when casting your 
own votes on Sunday, March 25. 

"If Erin Brockovich wins the 
Oscar," said Wilhelm, "it's not 
j u s t going to be because it 's a 
pret ty good movie, it 's going to 
be because it's the story of a real 
person making a difference in 
society." By these s t a n d a r d s , 
Traffic doesn't stand much of a 
chance due to its bleak message 
about the war on drugs. 

"When I t h i n k about t he 
Oscars, I see reflections of how 
society sees itself," said Wilhelm. 

The nominees are... 
• Ac tor — s u p p o r t i n g role 
Jeff Bridges, The Contender 
Willem DeFoe, Shadow of a 

Vampire 
Benicio Del Toro, Traffic 
Alber t F inney , Erin Brock-

ovich 
Joaquin Phoenix, Gladiator 
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• A c t r e s s — s u p p o r t i n g 
ro le 

Judy Dench, Chocolat 
Marcia Gay Harden, Pollack 
Kate Hudson, Almost Famous 
Frances McDormand, Almost 

Famous 
Julie Walters, Billy Elliot 
• Actor 
Javier Bardem, Before Night 

Falls 
Russell Crowe, Gladiator 
Tom Hanks, Castaway 
Ed Harris, Pollack 
Geoffrey Rush, Quills 
• Actress 
Joan Allen, The Contender 
Juliette Binoche, Chocolat 
Ellen Burstyn, Requiem for a 

Dream 

Laura Linney, You Can Count 
on Me 

Julia Roberts, Erin Brockovich 
• D i r e c t i n g 
Steven Daldry, Billy Elliot 
Ang Lee, Crouching Tiger, 

Hidden Dragon 
Steven Soderburg, Erin Brock-

ovich 
Steven Soderburg, Traffic 
Ridley Scott, Gladiator 
• S c r e e n p l a y — or ig ina l 
Almost Famous 
Billy Elliot 
Erin Brockovich 
Gladiator 
You Can Count on Me 
• S c r e e n p l a y — a d a p t e d 
Chocolat 
Crouching Tiger, Hidden 

Embraced: 
Laura Lin-
ney (shown 
with Jon 
Tenney) is 
nominated as 
Best Actress 
for her role 
as Sammy in 
"You Can 
Count on 
Me." Her 
competition 
includes 
Joan Alien, 
Juliette 
Binoche, 
Ellen 
Burstyn and 
Julia 
Roberts. 

Dragon 
O Brother, Where Art Thou? 
Traffic 
Wonder Boys 
• Fo re ign Language F i lm 
Amores Perros 
Crouching Tiger, Hidden 

Dragon 
Divided We Fall 
Everybody Famous! 
The Taste of Others 
• Best P i c t u r e 
Chocolat 
Crouching Tiger, Hidden 

Dragon 
Erin Brockovich 
Gladiator 
Traffic 

% 

Whalers vs. 
Kitchener Rangers 
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Whalers Trading Card Set for the first2,000 fans! 

Whalers vs. 
Guelph Storm 
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Website Wednesday! 
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Qdays a week 
A..6.yjde.to.entertc entertainment in the Metro Detroit area 

THEATER 

CENTURY THEATRE: Mind Games 
continues through July 29, at the 
theater, Detroit. $24.50-$34.50. 
(313) 983-9800 
DETROIT REPERTORY THEATRE: 
Moms Mabley: The Naked Truth 
continues to March 18, at the the-
ater, Detroit. $15. (313) 868-1347 
FISHER THEATRE: Tallulah contin-
ues to Sunday, March 4, 8 p.m. 
Tuesday-Thursday, 7:30 p.m. 
Sunday, and 2 p.m. Saturday-
Sunday, and 1:30 p.m. Thursday, 
Feb. 15, at the theater, Detroit. 
$30-$47.50. (248) 645-6666; 
Ragtime, the musical opens March 
27 and continues to April 15 ($35-
$75); Rob Becker's Defending the 
Caveman April 18-29 ($35-$45). 
FOX THEATRE: Smokey Joe's Cafe, 
starring Gladys Knight, March 27-
April 1, at the theater. Showtimes 
vary. $23.75-$38.75. (313) 983-
6611 
GEM THEATRE: The Tropical Pickle 
opens Wednesday, Feb. 21, at the 
Gem Theatre, Detroit. $24.50-
$36.50. (313) 963-9800 
MASONIC TEMPLE THEATRE: 
Disney's Beauty and the Beast 
Wednesday-Sunday, Feb. 21-25; 
The Civil War starring Larry Gatlin 
Wednesday-Sunday, March 7-11 
($19-$55), at the theater, Detroit. 
(248) 645-6666 
MEADOW BROOK THEATRE: Killing 
Time continues to Sunday, March 
11, at the theater on the campus 
of Oakland University, Rochester. 
Performance times vary. $21-
$37.50. (248) 377-3300/(248) 
645-6666; discussions: To Be or 
Not to Be: End of Life Issues in Our 
Time series begins with "Legal and 
Ethical Issues: Right to Life, Right 
to Death?" with Dr. Jack 
Kevorkian's former attorneys 
Geoffrey Fieger and,Michael 
Schwartz noon Wednesday, Feb, 14 
in the Oakland Center Gold Room 
at Oakland University, Rochester. 
Free. 

PERFORMANCE NETWORK: The 
comedy Maggie Rose continues to 
March 4, at the theater, Ann Arbor. 
(734) 663-0681 

C O I V I M X J N I T Y 

T H E A T E R 

FARMINGTON PLAYERS: Spend an 
evening in a haunted house when 
the Players present The Uninvited, 
a ghost tale set in the 1940s on 
the English coast 8 p . m . F r iday -
S a t u r d a y , Feb. 16-17 a n d 23-24; 
2 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 18, and 8 
p.m. Thursday, Feb. 22, at 
Barnes & Noble Booksellers, 
West Bloomfield. $12. (248) 553-
2955 

GENESIS TROUPE: Our Town 8 p.m. 
Friday-Saturday, Feb. 16-17 and 23-
24 a n d ^ p.m. Sunday,Veb. 18 and 
25, at St. Kenneth's Catholic 
Church, Plymouth. $5. (734) 981-
3163 
PLANET ANT: Buried Child 8 p.m. 
Thursday-Saturday, Feb. 17,'at the 
theater, Hamtramck. (313) 365-
4948, ext. 1 
ROSEDALE COMMUNITY PLAYERS: 
The Shadow Box 8 p.m. Friday-

'Saturday, Feb. 16-17, at the 
Upstage Theater, Detroit. $10 
(senior and group rates available) 
25 percent of tickets sales for Feb. 
9 performance will be donated to 
Hospice of Southeast Michigan. 
(313) 537-7716/(313) 532-4010 

STAGECRAFTERS: Songs for a New 
World, A New Musical Revue! 
Friday, Feb. 16 to Sunday, March 
4, at the Baldwin Theatre, down-
town Royal Oak. Performances 8 
p.m. Friday-8 p.m. Thursday-
Saturday, 7 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 18 & 
Feb. 25 and 2 p.m. Sunday, March 
4. $9, reserved. (248) 541-6430 

ZEITGEIST: The Last Church of the 
Twentieth Century Friday-Saturday, 
Feb. 16-17, at the performance 
venue, Detroit. $10. (313) 965-
9192 

COLLEGE 
THEATER 

BONSTELLE THEATRE: One Flew 
Over the Cuckoo's Nest March 2-4 
and 9-11, at the theater on the 
Wayne State University campus, 
Detroit. (313) 577-2960 

HILBERRY THEATRE: 
Shakespeare's Cymbellne through 
April 5; Antigone by Jean Anouilh 
runs i n s t a t i n g repertory through 
March 29; Luigi Pirandello's Six 
Characters in Search of an Author 
runs in rotating repertory until Feb. 
22, performances 8 p.m. Thursday-
Saturday, 2 p.m. Wednesday and 
Saturday, at the theater on the 
Wayne State University campus, 
Detroit. (313) 577-2972 

Celebration: Master jazzman Marcus Belgrave presents the story of the great musical innovator,; Louis 
Armstrong during Celebrate Black History! The Harlem Renaissance" at Henry Ford Museum in Dear-
born. Belgrave and his hand perform on weekends at 12:30 p.m. 2 p.m. and 3 p.m. throughout the month 
of February. To learn more about the museum's Black History Month crfrhratio/i. rail >313i 271-1620. or 
visit www.hfmgv.org. The museumis at 20900 Oakwood Boulevard and Village Road in Dearborn, west 
of the Southfield Freeway and south of Michigan Avenue. 

STUDIO THEATRE: Wayne State 
University's Black Theatre Program 
presents Long Time Since 
Yesterday, a story of five success-
ful African-American women who 
come together after the funeral of 
their friend 8 p.m. Thursday-
Saturday, Feb. 15-17, at the the-
ater downstairs at the Hilberry 
Theater on campus, Detroit. $6-$8. 
(313) 577-2972 

THEATRE COMPANY: Brutality of 
Fact 8 p.m. Thursday, Saturday, 
Feb. 15-17 and 22-24, and 2 p.m. 
Sunday, Feb. 18 and 25, at the 
McAuley Auditorium on the 
University of Detroit Mercy cam-
pus. $12, $10 seniors/students at 
local universities. (313) 993-1130 

YOUTH 
PRODUCTIONS 

KIDS KONCERT: Jahra Michelle 
McKenney's Tale of the 
Summerland 1:30 p.m. Saturday, 
Feb. 17, at the Southfield Centre 
for the Arts. $3.25. (248) 424-
9022 
PONTIAC THEATRE IV: Up the 
Down Staircase, 8 p.m. Friday-
Saturday, March 16-17, 23-24, 
Pontiac Northern High School. $7, 
students/seniors, $6. (248) 656-
7730 
PUPPETART: The Crane Maiden, 
based on a Japanese folk tale 2 
p.m. Saturday, Feb. 17 and 24, at 
the Detroit Puppet Theater, Detroit. 
$7, $5 children. (313) 961-7777 
SEPTEMBER PRODUCTIONS: The 
Reluctant Dragon, 10 a.m. and 
11:30 a.m. Wednesday-Friday, 
March 7-9, Livonia Civic Center 
Library Auditorium. $5 ($4 for 
groups of 20). (248) 615-0414 
TWO OF A KIND: Children's musical 
duo 1 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 18, at The 
Ark, Ann Arbor. $7. (734) 763-
TKTS 
WILD SWAN THEATRE: Along the 
Tracks based on incidents related 
to the Underground Railroad in 
Detroit, Ann Arbor and Windsor 
(recommended for students in 
grades 3-12) 10 a.m. and 12:30 
p.m. Thursday-Friday, Feb. 15-16, 
7:30 p.m. Friday, Feb. 16, and 2 
p.m. Saturday-Sunday, Feb. 17-18, 
at the Towsley Theater, Morris 
Lawrence Building Washtenaw 
Community College, Ann Arbor; and 
10 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. Tuesday-
Friday, Feb. 20-23, in the 
Community Arts Auditorium at 
Wayne State University, Detroit. 
$8, $6 children. (734) 763-
8587/(734) 995-0530 group sales 
YOUTHEATRE: Ishangi Africa enter-
tains with traditional music, dance, 
storytelling and costumes 11 a.m. 
and 2 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 24 and 2 
p.m. Sunday, Feb. 25, at the 
Millennium Centre, Southfield. $8 
advance, $10 at door. (248) 557-
7529 or on-line at www.youthe-
atre.org 

SPECIAL 
EVENTS 

BRAZILIAN CULTURE CLUB: The 
Brazilian Culture Club of Detroit is 
holding its 18th annual Carnaval 
Ball 2001 on Saturday, Feb. 17 at 
the Holiday Inn on Telegraph Road 
in Southfield. For tickets and infor-
mation, cail (313) 862-7824 or 
visit www.BCCD.com 
GALA BALL: Hosted by the United 
Irish Society, 6:30 p.m. to mid-
night, Saturday, March 3, at the 
Dearborn Inn. Entertainment by 
two bands. Tickets $75 per person, 
advance sales only, call (313) 561-
8930 or (734) 243-3592. 
DAVID COPPERFIELD: Performs 
March 23-25, Fox Theatre, Detroit. 
$27.50-$45. (313) 983-6611 
CHAMPIONS ON ICE: Featuring 
Michelle Kwan, Brian Boitano, 
Viktor Petrenko, Nicole Bobek, 
Rudy Galindo and more, 7:30 p.m. 
Friday, April 20, Joe Louis Arena, 
Detroit. $25-$55. (313) 983-6606 
DETROIT BOAT SHOW: Continues 
to Sunday, Feb. 18, noon to 9 p.m. 
daiiy except Sunday until 6 p.m., at 
Cobo Center, Detroit. (734) 261-
0123 
FAMILY SKATE PARTY: 6-8 p.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 17, registration by 
Wednesday, Feb. 14, at the 
Southfield Sports Arena. $5 resi-
dents, $7 non-residents. (248) 
354-9603 
HOME IMPROVEMENT SHOW: 2-10 
p.m. Friday, Feb. 16, 10 a.m. to 10 
p.m. Saturday, Feb. 17, and 10 
a.m. to 7 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 18, at 
the Macomb Sports & Expo Center, 
Warren. $4.50, $3.50 seniors, kids 
ages 6-12. (248) 862-1019 
POLISH WEDDING GALA: Marysia 
and Janek are getting married and 
you're invited. The Highlanders' 
Wedding Feast: A Polish Evening of 
Goralski Tradition, Song and Dance 
takes place Saturday, April 28, pre-
sented by the Polish Alliance 
Dancers of Dearborn and the 
General Pulaski Polish Language-
School, the evening begins with 
cocktails and hors d'ouevres fol-
lowed by the wedding, a full course 
authentic Polish feast will be 
served after entertainment by 
MuzaMix, at the American Polish 
Cultural Center, Troy. $35, $20 for 
children age 12 and under. 
Reservations must be made by 
Friday, April 13. Call (313) 581-
3181 (days), (734) 789-8§01 
(evenings), or send e-mail to 
BusiasAttic@aol.com. More infor-
mation is available at http:/ /poi-
ishalliancedancers@hypermart.net 
TREASURE TWINS: Leigh and Leslie 
Keno of PBS's Antiques Roadshow 
give a lecture and sign copies of 
their new book Hidden Treasures: 
Searching for Masterpieces of 
American Furniture 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 21, at the DIA. 
$10. (313) 833-4005 

B E N E F I T S 

ANGELS' PLACE CONCERT: 
Features Manfred Dreilech, and 
Mark Tisdall and Barbara Ogar per-
forming a variety of music 7 :30 
p.m. Saturday, March 24, at St. 
Hugo of the Hills Church, 
Bloomfield Hiils. No charge but a 
free will offering will benefit 
Angels' Place, a nonprofit organiza-
tion providing Christian homes and 
services for adults with develop-
mental disabilities. (248) 350-
2203 
HEART & MUSIC...TOO!: A celebra-
tion of Broadway's best in song to 
benefit the St. Dunstan Theatre 
Guild Building Renovation Fund, 8 
p.m. Frjday-Saturday, Feb. 16-17, 2 
p.m. Sunday, Feb. 18, and 8 p.m., 
Thursday-Saturday, Feb. 22-24, 400 
Lone Pine Road (between 
Cranbrook and Lahser Roads) 
Bloomfield Hills. Tickets $15, for a 
suggested donation of $30 or 
more, guests receive preferential " 
seating and a reception of hot and 
cold hors d'oeuvres, 6:30 p.m. 
before 8 p.m. performances, or 
12:30 p.m. before 2 p.m. Sunday 
performance. (248) 584-
0696/(248) 356-7562, 

w w w. Std u n stanst h e atre - com 

CLASSICAL 

CRANBROOK MUSIC GUILD: 
Presents violinist Juliana Athayde 8 
p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 20, at Christ 
Cranbrook Church, Bloomfield Hills. 
$25, $15 students. (810) 751-
2435 
DETROIT SYMPHONY CIVIC 
SINFONIA: The Detroit Symphony -
Orchestra youth orchestra, featur-
ing junior and senior high school 
students under the direction of 
Charles Burke, performs works by 
Grieg, Strauss and Sibelius 7:30 
p.m. Sunday, Feb. 18, at Orchestra 
Hail, Detroit. (313) 576-5111 
DETROIT SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA: 
Classical Roots with Danny Glover 
narrating 8:30 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 
17 and 3 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 18, at 
Orchestra Hall, Detroit. $20-$52. 
(313) 576-5111. Black tie gala 
with Glover 5:30 p.m. at the 
Museum of African American 
History Saturday, Feb. 17 ($500), 
reception, concert and afterglow 
$175, call (313) 576-5154 
PLYMOUTH SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA: Valleys and Peaks: 
Music from the Countryside fea-
tures a performance by Plymouth 
Canton Middle School Orchestra, 
musicians and harpist Lynne 
Aspnes 8 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 17, 
the new Our Lady of Good Counsel 
Church, Beck and North Territorial, 
Plymouth. $14, $12 seniors/col-
lege students, no charge for chil-
dren in grades K-12. (734) 451-
2112 

PONTIAC-OAKLAND SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA: Features student win-
ners of its annual concerto compe-
tition 3 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 18, 
instrument petting zoo begins at 1 
p.m. in lobby, in Varner Recital Hall 
on the campus of Oakland 
University, Rochester. $15, $10 
students/seniors. (248) 334-6024 
REDFORD CIVIC SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA: Perform a family con-
cert featuring selections from 
Cameiot, dances, waltzes and 
marches 3 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 18, 
guests artists are the Thurston 
High School Chorus under Ray 
Schmidt singing Handel, Haydn and 
Andrew Lloyd Webber, at Thurston 
High School, Redford. Free. (313) 
538-1652/(248) 681-8623 
PETER SOAVE: The 
bandeonist/accprdionist performs 
the tangos of Astor^Piazzolia and 
Romero with his quintet 4 p.m. 
Sunday, Feb. 18 at the Kerrytown 
Concert House, Ann Arbor. The 
Borsarello String Trio from Paris 
performs J.S. Bach's Six French 
Suites arranged for string trio by 
Mozart on the first half of the pro-
gram. $10-$25, (734) 769-2999 

SWEDISH RADIO SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA/CHOIR: 8 p.m. Friday, 
Feb. 16, at Hill Auditorium, Ann 
Arbor. $14-$46. Camerata buffet 
dinner precedes performs at 6 p.m. 
($35), call (734) 647-8009(734) 
764-2538 

WILLIAM TYNDALE COLLEGE: 
Present An Evening of Musical 
Reflections, a concert featuring its 
faculty 7 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 17, in 
Kresge Chapel on campus, 
Farmington Hills. Free. For more 
information, call Kim Swan at 
•(248) 553-7200, Ext. 450 

ORGAN 

DETROIT THEATRE ORGAN 
SOCIETY: Members concert 3 p.m. 
Sunday, Feb. 18, at the Senate 
Theater, Detroit. $6. (313) 894-
4100 

AUDITIONS/ 

ALL-MALE CHORUS: Looking for 
singers with the ability to carry a 
tune for Wayne Chapter of SPEB-
SQSA, rehearsals 7:30 p.m. 
Tuesdays, ability to read music not 
required, at Newburg United 
Methodist Church, Livonia. (734) 
722-2186 

AVON PLAYERS: Auditions for 
Fiddler on the Roof 7 p.m. 
Thursday, Feb. 15 (6:30 p.m. regis-
tration) and 1 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 
17, at the playhouse, Rochester 
Hills. For performances April 27-29, 
May 4-6, 10-12 and 17-19. (810) 
739-0398 

CALL FOR PERFORMERS: The 
Southeast Region Committee of 
VSA Arts Michigan (formerly Very 
Special Arts Michigan) is looking 
for children and adults with mental 
and physical challenges to perform 
at its Celebrate Arts-Ability 
Festival Friday-Saturday, May 4-5 
at Wonderland Mall in Livonia. 
Special needs school and communi-
ty groups and solo acts from the 
metro Detroit area will display their 
dance, vocal and instrumental 
music achievements at the festi-
val. Shoppers and performers will 
explore their creativity through 
hands-on art, music and movement 
activities. Deadline to apply is 
March 15. For more information or 
applications, call (248) 646-3347 
CASTING CALL: Auditions for Tony 
n' Tina's Wedding 5 p.m. Monday, 
Feb. 19, also needed are a male 
singer, bassist and drummer, at the 
Harmonie Club, Detroit. For 
appointment, call (313) 961-5211 
MEADOW BROOK THEATRE: 
Auditions for Little Shop of Horrors 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Thursday-Friday, 
Feb. 15-16, and 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 17, if necessary call 
backs will be Saturday afternoon, 
members of Actors' Equity may 
make appointments for Friday, 

union and non-union actors/singers 
make appointments for Thursday or 
Sunday, in the rehearsal room 125 
at the theater, Rochester. For per-
formances April 25 to May 20. Call 
(248) 370-3310 to schedule an 
appointment. 

TINDERBOX PRODUCTIONS: Begins 
a 6-week winter workshop 
Saturday, Feb. 24, student in K-12 
may choose from classes such as 
scene study, musical theater and 
improvisation or take the full pro-
gram and receive a free TBP tee 
shirt. (313) 535-8962 

VERDI OPERA THEATRE OF 
MICHIGAN: Is looking for entries 
for its 7th annual Italian Songs and 
Arias Vocal Competition for 
Michigan High School Students. 
Held in cooperation with the Italian 
American Cultural Society, the 
competition encourages and helps 
develop young amateur vocal talent 
and promotes appreciation for 
Italian music and language. 
Deadline for submitting tapes is 
Saturday, Feb. 17. Ten finalists will 
be chosen from cassette audiotape 
auditions submitted through their 
respective high schools. Each final-
ist will receive a cash prize ranging 
from $50 to $1,000 in addition to 
the opportunity to perform before a 
live audience at the final concert 4 
p.m. Sunday, May 6 at the. Italian 
American Cultural Center in 
Warren. (734) 455-8895 

VSA ARTS MICHIGAN: The 
Southeast Region Committee of 
VSA Arts Michigan (formerly Very 
Special Arts Michigan) is looking 
for children and adults with mental 
and physical challenges to perform 
at its Celebrate Arts-Ability 
Festival Friday-Saturday, May 4-5 
at Wonderland Mall in Livonia. 
Deadline to apply is Thursday, 
March 15. Special needs school 
and community groups and solo 
acts from the metro Detroit area 
will display their dance, vocal and 
instrumental music achievements 
at the festival. Shoppers and per-
formers will explore their creativity 
through hands-on art, music and 
movement activities. For more 
information or applications, call 
(248) 646-3347 

POPS/SWING 

BIRD OF PARADISE ORCHESTRA: 9 
p.m. Monday, at the Bird of 
Paradise, Ann Arbor. $7 cover. 
(734) 662-8310 (big band, swing, 
bop) 

JIM PARAVANTES & COMPANY: 
8:30 p.m. to 1 a.m. Friday-Saturday 
through February, at Excalibur, 
So.uthfield. (248) 358-3355 

C H O R A L 

BARBERSHOP HARMONY: Two of 
the Barbershop Harmony Society's 
top-ranking quartets headline the 
Detroit-Oakland Chapter's 62nd 
Annual Parade of Harmony, 8 p.m. 
Friday, Feb. 16 and 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 17, Clarenceville 
High School's Schmidt Auditorium, 
Livonia. Tickets $14 (Friday), $15 
(Saturday), all seats reserved 
(248) 559-7082 

SWEDISH RADIO CHOIR: With con-
ductor Eric Ericson and his cham-
ber choir 8 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 17, 
at St. Francis of Asslsi Catholic 
Church, Ann Arbor. $25. (734) 
764-2538 

http://www.hfmgv.org
http://www.BCCD.com
mailto:BusiasAttic@aol.com
mailto:ishalliancedancers@hypermart.net
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. J A Z Z 

B'JAZZ VESPERS: Ashaki 
Mayimura with 
Harrison/Davidson/Mayberry 6 
p.m. Sunday, Feb. 18, at First 
Baptist Church, Birmingham. Free 
will offering taken for musicians. 
(248) 644-0550 

BUGS BEDDOW BAND: 8:30 p.m. 
to 12:30 a.m. Friday, Feb. 16, at 
the Kansas City Grill, Madison 
Heights. (248) 589-9900; 10 p.m. 
to 2 a.m. Saturday, Feb. 17, at the 
Cavern Club, Ann Arbor. (734) 332-
9900 

RAVI COLTRANE: The saxophonist 
son of John and Alice Coltrane per-
forms 8 p.m. and 10 p.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 10, at the Gem 
Theatre, Detroit. $35-$65. (313) 
963-9800 
THORNETTA DAVIS: 9 p.m. Friday-
Saturday, Feb. 16-17, at Edison's, 
Birmingham. No cover. (248) 645-
2150 

PAUL FiNKBEINER'S JAM SESSION: 
9 p.m. Sunday, at the Bird of 
Paradise, Ann Arbor. $2 cover. 
(734) 662-8310 
DALE GRISA TRIO: 6-8 p.m. 

Tuesday, at Sweet Lorraine's in the 
Livonia Marriott Hotel. (734) 953-
7480 
ROBERT JONES: Celebrates the 
blues-and Black History Month 3 
p.m. Sunday, Feb. 18, at Borders 
Books, Farmington Hills. (248) 
737-0110 

YUSEF LATEEF: Performs his The 
African American Epic Suite 8 p.m. 
Friday, Feb. 16, at Orchestra Hall. 
$15-$46. (313) 5?6-5111 
LOS GATOS: 9 p.m. Wednesday, at 
the Bird of Paradise, Ann Arbor. $5 
cover. (734) 662-8310 
MATT MICHAELS TRIO: With trum-
peter John Trudell, 8-11:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 21, at Ron's 
Fireside Inn, 28937 Warren Road 
(east of Middlebelt), Garden City. 
(734) 762-7756 

BILLY ROBINSON/JOHN HICKS: 8 
p.m. Saturday, Feb. 17, at the 
Kerrytown Concert House, Ann 
Arbor. $10-$25. (734) 769-2999 
TAMPA TED AND THE BLUE 
KNIGHTS: 8:30 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 
15, at Edison's, Birmingham. No 
cover. (248) 645-2150 
VANGUARD JAZZ ORCHESTRA: A 
tribute to the music of Thad Jones 
featuring Charles McPherson 8 
p.m. Friday, Feb. 23, at Orchestra 
Hall, Detroit. $17-$47. (313) 576-
5111 

PAUL VORNHAGEN: Friday-
Saturday, Feb. 16-17, at the Bird of 
Paradise, Ann Arbor. $10. (734) 
662-8310 

W O R L D 
2VE U S I C 

BLACKTHORN: 3 p.m. Sunday, 
March 4, at the Southfield Centre 
for the Arts. $8, includes opportu-
nity to meet artists following per-
formance. (248) 424-9041 (Celtic) 
JESSE COOK: The Canadian 
acoustic guitarist plays a fiery mix 
of rumba, Latin jazz and world 
music 8 p.m. Friday, Feb. 16, at 
The Ark, Ann Arbor. $20, $14 stu-
dents. (734) 763-TKTS 
LADYSMITH BLACK MAMBAZO: 
The African singes from Paul 
Simon's Graceland perform 8 p.m. 
Tuesday, Feb. 20, at The Ark, Ann 
Arbor. $35. (734) 763-TKTS 

F O L K / 
A C O U S T I C 

RICHARD BUCKNER: 8 p.m. 
Monday, Feb. 19, at The Ark, Ann 
Arbor. $11. (734) 763-TKTS 
SARAH HARMER: 7:30 p.m. 
Sunday, Feb, 18, at The Ark, Ann 
Arbor. $11. (734) 763-TKTS 
RFD BOYS: 8 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 
17, at The Ark, Ann Arbor. $10, 
$9 seniors/students. (734) 763-
TKTS 

D A N C E 

CONTRA DANCE: To live music by 
Harvest, Donna Bird and David 
West6:30-8:30 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 
18, at the Freight House in 
Ypsiianti's Depot Town. $5, kids 
free with adults. (734) 973-0242, 
ext. 296 
DETROIT DANCE COLLECTIVE: 
Presents Collage, a concert of con-
temporary dances featuring chore-
ography by company members 
Corinne Imberski, Anh Nguyen and 
Kay Redoers and previews of new 
works by artistic directors Paula 
Kramer and Barbara Selinger 8 
p.m. Friday-Saturday, Feb. 16-17, in 
the third floor Maggie Allesee 
Dance Studio at Wayne State 
University, Old Main Building, 
Detroit. $10, seat ing is l imited. 
For reservations, call (313) 965-
3544 

GINA GIBNEY DANCE: A sneak pre-
view of the company's new work 
Several Truths 8 p.m. Friday, March 
2 before its New York City pre-
miere, in the Maggie Allesee Dance 
Studio in the Old Main building on 
the campus of Wayne State 
University, Detroit. $10, $5 stu-
dents. (313) 577-4273 
M OON-DUSTERS: Ballroom danc-
ing to live bands 8:30-11:30 p.m. 
Saturday, at the Livonia Civic 
Center, 15218 Farmington Road, 
Livonia. $5. (248) 967-1428 
TAMBURITZANS OF DUQUESNE 
UNIVERSITY: 2 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 
25, at Warren Woods Community 
Theater, Warren. $18. (248) 887-
4677 i 

U-M BALLROOM DANCE CLUB: 
Ballroom dance lesson and open 
dancing 4-10 p.m. Sunday, at the 
Union Ballroom, Ann Arbor. $2. 
(734) 763-6984 
WATERFORD-OAKS BALLROOM 
DANCING: 8-11 p.m. Friday, March . 
2, at 2800 Watkins Lake Road, 
Waterford. (248) 673-4764 

C O M E D Y 

ANN ARBOR COMEDY SHOWCASE: 
Pam Stone Thursday-Saturday, Feb. 
15-17, at the club, Ann Arbor. 
(734) 996-9080 
JD'S KEY CLUB: Barry Neai, Kevin 
Kramis, 7 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 13; 
Jim McHugh, Dan Greuter,7 p.m. 
Tuesday, Feb. 20, at the club, 
Pontiac. $6 admission; (248) 338-
7337 

JOEY'S COMEDY CLUB: at the club 
above Kicker's All American Grill, 
Livonia. (734) 261-0555 
MARK RIDLEY'S COMEDY CASTLE: 
Leo Dufour Thursday-Saturday, Feb. 
15-17, at the cfub, Royal Oak. 
(248) 542-9900 
SECOND CITY: Here Comes My 
19th Nervpus Breakdown, 8 p.m. 
Wednesday-Sunday; 1001 Improv 
Jammers 8 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 20 
and 27, arid March 6, at the club 
in Detroit. $15 and $20. (313) 
965-2222/(248) 645-6666 or 
www.secondcity.com 

MUSEUMS 
A N D T O U R S 

ANN ARBOR HANDS-ON MUSEUM: 
The museum offers more than 250 
interactive exhibits intended to 
make science fun, at the museum, 
Ann Arbor. Hours are 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Tuesday-Saturday and noon to 
5 p.m. Sunday. $6, $4 
children/seniors/students. (734) 
995-5439 

CENTER FOR CARIBBEAN 
ARTS/CULTURE: Opens a month 
long tribute to C.L.R. James and 
his fight for social revolution, film 6 
p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 15, at the 
center, Detroit. (313) 871-4594; 
film series 6 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 

28, at the Museum of African 
American History. 
DETROIT HISTORICAL MUSEUM: 
African American Images from the 
Beginning of Photography to the 

- Civil War is a slide lecture with 
Jackie Wilson 2 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 
18, at the museum. $5 plus muse-
um admission. Advanced registra-
tion is recommended. (313) 833-
1733 

L I V E 
M U S I C 

ACDC:With Slash's Snakepit, 7:30 
p.m. Wednesday, May 2, Joe Louis 
Arena, Detroit. $35.25-$45.25. 
(248) 433-1515 (rock) 

A PERFECT CIRCLE: With Snake 
River Conspiracy, Thursday, Ma'rch 
29, on the campus of Eastern 
Michigan University, Ypsilanti. 
Details to come; (rock) 
ATTENTION BENEFIT 
DISORDER:Hosted by The Ghoul, 
with The Witches, Bantam Rooster, 
Cinecyde, Bump N Uglies, Edith 
Head, 8 p.m. Saturday, March 3, 
Magic Stick, Detroit. $8. (313) 
833-9700 (rock) 

AVAIL: With Propagandhi, J. Church 
and Fabulous Disaster, 5:30 p.m. 
Monday, March 5, St. Andrews 
Hall, Detroit. $10. All ages. (313) 
961-MELT. 

ERYKAH BADU: With Soulchild, 
Talib Kweli, 8 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 
22, Fox Theatre, Detroit. $40-$75. 
(248) 433-1515 

JOHNNIE BASSETT AND THE BLUES 
INSURGENTS: 10 p.m. Friday, Feb. 
16, Center Street Pub, Detroit. 
(313) 965-3651. (blues) 
JEFF BECK: 8 p.m. Tuesday, March 
13, Fox Theatre, Detroit.$32.50-
$50. (248) 433-1515 (guitar rock) 

BLUE HAWAIIANS: 7 p.m. Friday-
Saturday, Feb. 16-17, Fox and 
Hounds, Bloomfield Hills. Free. All 
ages. (248) 644-4800 (blues) 

BRIDGE: Thursday-Saturday, Feb. 
22-24, March 1-3, Bullfrog Bar and 
Grill, Redford. (313) 533-4477 
SARAH BRIGHTMAN: La Luna 
World Tour, 8 p.m. Saturday, March 
17, Masonic Temple, Detroit. $35-
$65. (248) 645-6666 
BUCKCHERRY: 9 p.m. Saturday, 
Feb. 24, St. Andrews Hall, Detroit. 
$15. All ages. (313) 961-8961 
(garage punk rock) 
AL CARMICHAEL: 7 p.m. Monday, 
Feb. 19, Fox and Hounds, 

Bloomfield Hills. Free. All ages. 
(248) 644-4800 (blues) 
AARON CARTER: 10 a.m. Sunday, 
Feb. 25, State Theatre, Detroit. 
$23. All ages. (313) 961-5451 
MIKE "AGENT X" CLARK: 
Beatdownsounds every Thursday, 
One X, Michigan Ave., Detroit. 
http://www.beatdownsounds.com 
(house) 

MIKE CLARK'S PRESCRIPTION 
RENEWAL: Featuring Charlie 
Hunter, DJ Logic and Robert 
Waiter, with special guest 
Sugarman 3, 8 p.m. Sunday, March 
11, Magic Bag, Ferndale. $15 
advance. (248) 544-3030 
THE DANIELSON FAMILE: With 
Scientific, Flashpap'r, 8 p.m.. 
Sunday, March 4, Magic Stick, 
Detroit. $7. (313) 833-9700 
DARK STAR ORCHESTRA: 8 p.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 24, Royal Oak 
Music Theatre, Royal Oak. $15. 
(248) 645-6666 

THORNETTA DAVIS: 7 p.m. Friday-
Saturday, Feb. 23-24, Fox and 
Hounds, Bloomfield Hills. Free. All 
ages. (248)644-4800 (blues) 

DEAD HEROES: With Easy Action, « 
Throttlebody, 9 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 
24, Magic Stick, Detroit. (313) 
833-9700 (punk) » 

DEATHCAB FOR CUTIE: With The 
Jealous Sound, The And/Ors, 8 
p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 27, Magic 
Stick, Detroit. $8. (34.3) 833-9700 
DELL AND THE ROUGHCUTS: 8 
p.m. Saturday, March 3, Trinity 
House Theatre, Livonia. $10 or $8 
for theater members. (734) 464-
6302 

JASON DENNIE: 8 p.m. Saturday, 
March 10, Trinity House Theatre, 
Livonia. $10 or $8 for theater mem-
bers. (734) 464-6302 
DETROIT BLUES GUITAR: Featuring 
Robert Penn, Bobby Murray, 2 p.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 17, Scarab Club, 
Detroit. Free. All ages. (248) 262-
6890 

DETROIT COBRAS: Friday, Feb. 16, 
Gold Dollar, Detroit. (313) 833-
6873 (rock) 
THE DETROIT OLD TIMERS: Ninth 
annual concert and dance, With 
The Manhattans featuring Gerald 
Alston and Blue Lovett, also come-
dian Downtown Tony Brown, David 
Myles and the Mylestones, and 
Serieux, 8 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 17, 
The Masonic Temple, Scottish Rite 
Theatre, Detroit. (248) 351-9662 
DETROIT VOLUME:With DJ Hannah 
and DJ Korie, 9 p.m. Wednesday, 
Feb. 14, Magic Stick, Detroit. $5. 
(313) 833-9700 
AL Dl MEOLA'S NEW WORLD 
SINFONIA: 8 p.m. Saturday, March 
3, Royal Oak Music Theatre, Royal 
Oak. $32.50. (248) 645-6666 
DOMESTIC PROBLEMS: With The 
Brothers groove, 9:30 p.m. 
Saturday,'Feb. 17, Blind Pig, Ann 
Arbor. $6. (734) 996-8555 (rock 
with horn section) 

THE DONNAS: With Bratmobile, The 
Mooney Suzuki, 7 p.m. Sunday, 
March 18, Magic Stick, Detroit. 
$10. All ages. (313) 833-9700 
(punk) 

DOVES: 6:30 p.m. Friday, March 2, 
St. Andrews Hail, Detroit. $10. All 
ages. (313) 961-MELT 
EAR CANDY FESTIVAL: With Jason 
Tar, Rattling Wall Collective in 
Dutch, Laughing Gas, Delta Waves, 
Persona, 7 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 18, 
room F-110 fine arts building on 
HFCC's main campus, 5101 
Evergreen, Dearborn. $10. 
Sponsored by WHFR 89.3FM 
EASY ACTION: With Shepwrench, 
The Paybacks, 8 p.m. Friday, Feb. 
16, Royal Oak Music Theatre, 

Royal Oak. $6. (248) 645-6666 

EKOOSTIK HOOKAH: Performing for 
Hash Bash celebration, 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday, April 7, Michigan 
Theatre, Ann Arbor. $16.75. All 
ages. (734) 668-8397 (jam band) 
MARK ELF TRIO: 8 and 10:30 p.m. 
Friday, March 2, Firefly Club, Ann 
Arbor. $15. 18 and older. (734) 
665-9090 

ELKI0N:CD release showcase with 
Few and Far Between, Remainder, 
Red Shirt Brigade, Kid Brother 
Collective, The Recital, The Killing 
Suspense, Silence of Fail, 6 p.m. 
Sunday, Feb. 18, Magic Stick, 
Detroit. $8. All ages. (313) 833-
9700 

ENGLISH BEAT: Featuring Dave 
Wakeiing, 8 p.m. Saturday, March 
10, Magic Bag, Ferndale. (248) 
544-3030 
EVE 6: With VAST, 5:30 p.m. 
Saturday, March 10, Clutch Cargo, 
Pontiac. $13. All ages. (248) 333-
2362 (power-pop) 

TERRY FARMER: 7 p.m. Saturday, 
Feb. 23, Jumpin' Java Cafe, Lake 
Orion. (248) 693-4424; 8:30 p.m. 
Friday, March 9, Crazy Wisdom 
Bookstore and Tea Room, Ann 
Arbor. (734) 665-2757 
FAMOUS RAY: 9:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 28, Blind Pig, Ann 
Arbor. $3 for over 2 1 and $5 under 
21. (734) 996-8555 
FATHER GREEN: With Brad's Dead 
Fish, Btackeye, 9:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 21, Blind Pig, Ann 
Arbor. $3 for over 2 1 and $5 under 
21. (734) 996-8555 
50C HEADRUSH: Thursday-
Saturday, Feb. 15-17, Bullfrog Bar 
and Grill, Redford. (313) 533-4477 
FOOLISH MORTALS: 9 p.m. Friday, 
Feb. 16, Lower Town Grill, 

Plymouth; 8 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 
17, The Drowsy Parrot, Saline. For 
details, see 
www.maynardmusic.com 
GRAND FUNK RAILROAD: 8 p.m. 
Thursday, March 22, The Palace of 
Auburn Hills. $9.47-$22. (248) 
645-6666 

DAVID GRAY: Sunday, April 22, 
State Theatre, Detroit. Details to 
come, (singer-songwriter) 
HAPPENSTANCE: Friday-Saturday, 
Feb. 16-17, 23-24, Shantie Food 
and Spirits, Warren. (810) 755-
5055; Friday, March 2, 9, Johnny 
B. Goode's, Warren. (810) 772-
6343; Friday, March 16, Friday-
Saturday, March 23-24, The Great 
Baraboo, Clinton Townshjp. (810)« 
792-7397 (rock) 

ALVIN YOUNGBLOOD HART: 8:30 
p.m. and 11:30 p.m. Friday, Feb. 
16, Firefly Club, Ann Arbor. $15-
$25. (734) 665-9090 
AL HILL: 7 p.m. Thursday- Saturday, 
Feb. 8-10, Thursday, Feb. 15, 
Tuesday, Feb. 20, Zydeco's, Ann 
Arbor. (734) 995-3600; 6 p.m. 
Monday, Feb. 19, Mac's Acadian 
Seafood, Saline. (734) 944-6227; 7 
p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 21, 336 
Main, Plymouth. (734) 454-6500 
(boogie blues) 

IMMUNITY: 10 p.m. Friday, Feb. 
23, The Cavern Club, Ann Arbor. 
Cover charge. (734) 332-9900. 
(reggae) 

INNER RECIPE:With Lucid, 
Blissfield, Friday, Feb. 16, Lili's 21, 
Hamtramck. $5. 2 1 and older. 
(313) 875-6555 
INSIDE FIVE MINUTES: With 
American Drama, The Fear of 
Dreams, Some Soviet Station, 8 
p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 21, 313Jac, 
upstairs from Jacoby's, Detroit. $5. 
(313) 962-7067 

JETTISON RED: With The Muggs, 
10 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 24, 
313Jac, upstairs from Jacoby's, 
Detroit. $5. (313) 962-7067 
ERIC JOHNSON: With Alien Love 
Child, Derek Trucks Band, 8 p.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 17, Royal Oak 
Music Theatre, Royal Oak. $25. 
(248) 645-6666 
ROBERT JONES AND MATT 
WATROBA: Blues and Folk: Two 
Rivers, One Stream, 7:30 p.m. 
Friday, Feb. 16, Waterford 
Historical Church, Waterford. $7-
$10. (248) 623-9389 (blues and 
folk) 

KNEE DEEP SHAG: 8 p.m. Friday, 
Feb. 23, Magic Bag, Ferndale. $?. 
(248) 544-3030 (rock with a funk 
edge) 

KOMPOSIT: 9:30 p.m. Thursday, 
Feb. 15, Blind Pig, Ann Arbor. $5 
for over 2 1 and $8 under 21. (734) 
996-8555 
LEFTOVER SALMON: 9 p.m. 
Saturday, March 31, The Majestic, 
Detroit. $18. (313) 833-9700 
BOBBY LEWIS AND THE 
CRACKERJACK BAND: Thursday-
Saturday, Feb. 15-17, 22-24, 

March 1-3, 8-10, Major Tooley's 
Irish Pub, Northville. (248) 465-
1680 
MAGGIE'S FARM: 9 p.m. Saturday, 
Feb. 17, March 3, Coyote Club, 
Pontiac. Free. (248) 332-HOWL. 
MARDI GRAS MASQUERADE: 
Featuring music by Straight Ahead, 
8 p.m. Fat Tuesday, Feb. 27, 
Fishbones, Detroit. $10 or free 
with costume. (313) 965-4600 , 

(jazz) 
MATCHBOX TWENTY: With 
Everclear, Lifehouse, 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday, March 3, The Palace of 
Auburn Hills. $24.50-$34.50. (248) 
645-6666. (pop rock) 

PAT MCGEE BAND: With Lotus, 
9:30 p.m. Friday, Feb. 16, Blind 
Pig, Ann Arbor. $8 advance, $10 at 
door. (734) 996-8555 

KENNY MEEKS: 8 p.m. Friday, 
March 23, Trinity House Theatre, 
Livonia. $10 or $8 for theater mem-
bers. (734) 464-6302 
BRAD MEHLDAU TRIO: 7 p.m. and 
9 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 21, Bird of 
Paradise, Ann Arbor. 18 and older. 
$20 advance. (734) 662-8310 
METAPHYSICAL JONES: 10 p.m. 
Thursdays, 313.JAC, upstairs from 
Jacoby's, Detroit. $5. 18 and over. 
(313) 962-7067. 

MID BY MIDWEST MUSIC 
FESTIVAL: Featuring performances 
by The Buzzards, Climax Divine, 
Clone Defects, The Come-Ons, The 
Dirtbombs, Driftweed, Fletcher 
Pratt, Freddie Fortune & The Four 
Gone Conclusions, Ghost World, 
The Gore Gore Girls, Hemigod, The 
Hentchmen, Judah Johnson, Ko & 
The Midnight Intruders, mHz, The 
Mood Elevator, Murder City 
Wrecks, New Grenada, The 
Numbers, The Octopus, Outrageous 
Cherry, The Paybacks, Pirahnas, 
Soledad Bros., Stroker Ace, Stun 
Gun, Taboo, Them Wranch, They 
Come in Threes, The Unfriendlys, 
Variac, Waxwings, The Wildbunch 
and more, Friday-Saturday, March 
9-10. Details to come. Proceeds 
benefit Haven, a shelter for bat-
tered women in Southeast 
Michigan. The festival is produced 
by and for Detroit's music commu-
nity, The Gold Dollar, The Majestic 
Complex, The Old Miami, 
Bittersweet Cafe, Octane Grande 
and Living Endustries Productions. 

See www.mxmw.com. 

MOE: 8 p.m. Thursday, March 8, 
Majestic Theatre, Detroit. $15. '18 
and older. (313) 833-9700 
MOJAVE 3: With Sid Hellman 
Group, 8 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 21, 
Magic Stick, Detroit. $10. 18 and 
older. (313) 833-9700 (folk rock) 
ANNE MURRAY: 8 p.m. Friday, 
March 16, Fox Theatre, Detroit. 
$32.50-$50. (248) 433-1515. 
NEW PORNOGRAPHERS: With Neko 
Case, Moods for Moderns, Fletcher 
Pratt, 9 p.m. Friday, Feb. 16, 

Magic Stick, Detroit. $8. 18 and 
older. (313) 833-9700 
1964 THE TRIBUTE: 8 p.m. Friday, 
Feb. 16, Magic Bag, Ferndale. $15. 
(248) 544-3030. (Beatles covers) 
0RGY:With Alient Ant Farm, FEb. 

27, Clutch Cargo, Pontiac. Details 
to come. 
ORIGINAL HITS: 7 p.m. Tuesday, 
Feb. 20, Fox and Hounds, 
Bloomfield Hills. Free. All ages. 
(248) 644-4800 (blues variety) . 
ORGY: With Cold, Spineshank, 7 
p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 27, Clutch 
Cargo, Pontiac. $16.75 advance. 
All ages. (248) 333-2362 (death 
pop) 

OUTKAST: With Ludacris, Siimm 
Calhoun, 8 p.m. Wednesday, March 
14, Fox Theatre, Detroit. $32-$50. 
(248) 433-1515. 
OVERDOSE: 9 p.m. every Sunday, 
hosted by DJ Thomas Barnett, Sky 
Bar, upstairs from Sangria, Royal 
Oak. 2 1 and older. $5 cover. (248) 
543-1964 (techno) 

PAKISTANI TAMBOURINE: Featuring 
members of Blackberry Brandy, 
Monday, Feb. 19, 26, Bullfrog Bar 
and Grill, Redford. (313) 533-4477 
PANTERA: With Soulfly, Morbid 
Angel, rescheduled to Thursday, 
March 1, The Palace of Auburn 
Hills. $30» Tickets already pur-
chased for the Nov. 25 date will be 
honored. Refunds available at point 
of purchase. (248) 645-6666. 
(rock-metal) 

MACEO PARKER: Saturday, April 
28, Royal Oak Music Theatre, 
Royal Oak. (248) 645-6666 
MICHELLE PENN: 8 p.m. Saturday, 
March 24, Magic Stick, Detroit. 
$8. (313) 833-9700 (singer-song-
writer) 

PIERCE PETTIS: 8 p.m. Saturday, 
March 17, Trinity House Theatre, 
Livonia. $10 or $8 for theater mem-
bers. (734) 464-6302 
RACHEL AND KAPP: 7 p.m. 
Thursday, Feb. 22, Fox and Hounds, 
Bloomfield Hills. Free. All ages. 
(248) 644-4800 (blues duo) 

RAINER MARIA: With Aloha, New 
Granada, 7 p.m. Sunday, March 11, 
Magic Stick, Detroit. $7. All ages. 
(313) 833-9700 
THE RESIDENTS: 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 21, Michigan 
Theatre, Ann Arbor. $26.75-
$33.75. All ages. (734) 668-8397 
ROBB ROY: With Treblehead, 10 -
p.m. Friday, Feb. 16, Gotham City 
Cafe, Ann Arbor. 

ROYAL OAK RECORD AND CD 
EXPO: 10 a.rruto 4 p.m. Sunday 
Feb. 11, Royal Oak Elk's Hall, 
Royal Oak. (517) 793-2899 

ROOMFUL OF BLUES: 8 p.m. 
Thursday, March 8, Magic Bag, 
Ferndale. $15. 9248) 544-3030. 
(blues) 

LEON RUSSELL: 8 p.m. Saturday, 
Feb. 17, Magic Bag, Ferndale. $15. 
(248) 544-3030 
SANCHEZ: 9 p.m. Saturday, March 
3, The Majestic, Detroit. $25. 
(313) 833-9700 

SCAVENGER QUARTET: With Kuz, 
Saturday, Feb. 15, Gold Dollar, 
Detroit. <313) 833-6873 
DJ SHORTROUND: Spins house 
along with hosts El George and 
Kegger from Motor Detroit, for 
Sunday Night Rehab, 10 p.m. 
Sundays, Town Pump Tavern, 
Detroit. (313) 961-1929 
16 HORSEPOWER: With American 
Mars, 9 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 17, 
Magic Stick, Detroit. $12. 18 and 
older. (313) 961-8961 
RONI SIZE: 8 p.m. Saturday, March 
10, Royal Oak Music Theatre, 

Royal Oak. $22.50. (248) 645-
6666 
SMALL CRAFT SIGHTING:CD 
release party with Mock Heroics, 
Bedford Drive, 8 p.m. Friday, March 
2, Magic Stick, Detroit. $7. All 
ages. (313) 833-9700 
'70S SOUL JAM: Featuring The 
Stylistics, Dramatics, Chi-Lites, 
Harold Melvin and the Blue Notes 
and The Delfonics, 8 p.m. Saturday, 
Feb. 17, Fox Theatre, Detroit. $30, 
$37.50, $50. (248) 645-6666. 
(soul) j 

RJ SPANGLER GROUP: 7 p.m. 
Thursday, Feb. 15, Fo)j and Hounds, 
Bloomfield Hills. Free. All ages. 
(248) 644-48Q0 

STRANGEFOLK: 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
Feb. 20, Magic Stick, Detroit. 
$8.50. 18 and older. (313) 833-
9700 (folk-rock jam band) 
SWALLOWHOLE: Wit^i Caulfield, 10 
p.m. Saturday, Feb. i 7 , 
Roadrunner's Raft, Hamtramck. 
Free. (313) 873-7238. 
THE TEMPTATIONS:With Ashford & 
Simpson, Undisputed Truth, 8 p.m. 
Friday, Feb. 23, Fox Theatre, 
Detroit. $35-$75.'(313) 433-1515. 
THRALL: With Chapstick, The 
Drakes, 9:30 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 

24, Blind Pig, Ann Arbor. $5 for 
over 2 1 and $7 under 21. (734) 
996-8555 
TWELFTH HOUR: With The Jinx, 10 
p.m. Friday, Feb. 16, 313Jac, 
upstairs from Jacoby's, Detroit. $5. 
(313) 962-7067 
TWISTIN' TARANTULAS: Sunday, 
Feb. 18, 25, Bullfrog Bar and Grill, 
Redford. (313) 533-4477 
2 DAYS STRAIGHT: With Red 
September, Caulfield, 10 p.m. 
Friday, Feb. 23, 313.Jac, upstairs 
from Jacoby's, Detroit. $5. (313) 
962-7067 

U2: With PJ Harvey, 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, May 30, Palace of 
Auburn Hills. Tickets $45-$130. 
(248) 645-6666. 

UMPHRIE'S MCGEE: With 
Smokestack, 9:30 p.m. Friday, Feb. 
23, Blind Pig, Ann Arbor. $5 for 
over 2 1 and $7 under 21. (734) 
996-8555 

LESLIE WEST: Sunday, Feb. 25, 
Magic Bag, Ferndale.. $15. (248) 
544-3030 
THE WILDBUNCH: With French 
Kicks, The Dishes, Saturday, Feb. 
17, Gold Dollar, Detroit. (313) 833-
6873 

BROOKS WILLIAMS: 8 p.m. 
Saturday, April 27, Trinity House 
Theatre, Livonia. $10 or $8 for the-
ater members. (734) 464-6302 
LESLIE WEST: 8 p.m. Sunday; Feb. 

25, Magic Bag, Ferndale. $15. 
(248) 544-3030. 

Lisfe 
Are1 you hip to the local scehe, ' 
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O&E Entertainment 
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'Shadow of the Vampire' blends fact with fiction 
BY GREG KOWALSKI 
STAFF WRITER 
g k o w a l s k i @ o e . h o m e c o m m . n e t 

A l m o s t c e r t a i n l y M a x S c h r e c k 
w a s n o t a v a m p i r e . 

T h e G e r m a n c h a r a c t e r a c t o r 
m a d e a f e w o b s c u r e films b e f o r e 
h i s d e a t h i n 1 9 3 6 a n d w o u l d b e 
n o m o r e t h a n a f o o t n o t e t o film 
h i s t o r y i f i t w e r e n ' t f o r h i s s t a r -
r i n g r o l e i n F . W . M u r n a u ' s 1 9 2 2 
c l a s s i c Nosferatu. 

H e p l a y e d p e r h a p s t h e m o s t 
h i d e o u s v a m p i r e i n t h e h i s t o r y of 
films. B u t n o o n e h a s s u g g e s t e d 
t h a t h e a c t u a l l y f e a s t e d o n 
h u m a n b l o o d . 

U n t i l n o w . 
E . E l i a s M e r h i g e ' s d e l i g h t f u l 

Shadow of the Vampire p o s e s t h e 
i n t r i g u i n g p r e m i s e t h a t i n o r d e r 

t o e n s u r e t h e a u t h e n t i c i t y of h i s 
m a s t e r p i e c e , Nosferatu, M u r n a u 
h i r e d a r e a l v a m p i r e t o p l a y 
" C o u n t O r l o k . " 

T h e t r u e n a t u r e o f C o u n t 
O r l o k , p a s s e d o f f a s r e a l a c t o r 
M a x S c h r e c k , s o o n b e c o m e s 
a p p a r e n t a s t h i s a r t i f i c i a l d o c u -
m e n t a r y u n f o l d s . 

D i r e c t o r M e r h i g e d o e s a m a r -
v e l o u s j o b of r e c r e a t i n g t h e s e n s e 
of film m a k i n g i n p r e - H i t l e r G e r -
m a n y . J o h n M a l k o v i c h s t a r s a s 
M u r n a u , w h o c o m e s o f f s o m e -
w h a t a s a m o n s t e r h i m s e l f a s h e 
i s w i l l i n g t o s a c r i f i c e a n y l i f e f o r 
h i s a r t . 

A l s o n o t a b l e t o t h e c a s t i s U d o 
K i e r , a v e t e r a n a c t o r w h o h a s 
p l a y e d a v a m p i r e o n m o r e t h a n 
o n e o c c a s i o n . ( H e w a s w o n d e r f u l 

i n t h e A n d y W a r h o l p r o d u c t i o n 
of Dracula i n w h i c h h e w a s s e e k -
i n g t h e b l o o d o f " w h e r g i n s . " ) 

B u t i t ' s A c a d e m y A w a r d n o m i -
n e e W i l l e m D a f o e a s S c h r e c k 
w h o d o m i n a t e s t h e film. H i s s i n g 
a n d w h e e z i n g a n d w i t h s t i l e t t o 
fingernails h e is N o s f e r a t u . 

" I v a n t m a k e u p , " h e d e m a n d s 
a s f i l m i n g i s t o b e g i n i n h i s 
r e m o t e c a s t l e . M u r n a u r e f u s e s . 
S c h r e c k n e e d s n o t h i n g t o e m b e l -
l i s h h i s c h a r a c t e r . 

T h e p r e m i s e o f t h i s film m a y 
b e j a r r i n g t o t h e v i e w e r . A f t e r 
a l l , Nosferatu, S c h r e c k a n d M u r -
n a u w e r e r e a l . A n d Nosferatu 
a l r e a d y h a s t a k e n o n l e g e n d a r y 
s t a t u s f o r b e i n g a n e a r l y l o s t 
film. M u r n a u w a s s u e d b y t h e 
w i d o w of B r a m S t o k e r f o r p l a -

S E R V E R T R I C 

N a t i o n a l A m u s e m e n t s 
Showcase C inemas 

Showcase 
Auburn Hills 1-14 
2 1 5 0 N . Opdyke Rd. 

Between University & Walton Blvd 
248-373-2660 

Bargain Matinees Daily. 
AlfShows until 6 pm 

Continuous Shows Daily 
Late Shows Wed Thurs. Fri. Sat 

NP DENOTES NO PASS 

NP. HANNIBAL (R) 
NP SAVING SILVERMAN (PCI 3) 
NP HEAD OVER HEELS (PG13) 

. NP VALENTINE (R) 
LEFT BEHIND (PG13) 

ESCANABA IN DA MOONLIGHT 
SUGAR AND SPICE (PG13) 

THE WEDDING PLANNER 
• ( P G l i ) 

CROUCHING TIGER, HIDDEN 
DRAGON (PG13) 

THE GIFT (R) 
THE PLEDGE (R) 

SAVE THE LAST DANCE (PG13) 
FINDING FORRESTER (PG13) 

TRAFFIC (R) 
THE CASTAWAY (PG13) 

EMPEROR'S NEW GROOVE (G) 

out for coMPtfrt Iisr/Ncs and ms 

Mich igan & Telegraph 
313-561-3449 

Bargain Matinees Daily. 
M Shows until 6 pm. 

Continuous Shows Daily 
* Late Shows Fri. k Sat. & Sun. 

NP DENOTES NO PASS 

NP SAVING SILVERMAN (PGU) 
up UiUUtf t i l /D\ 

NP HEAD OVER HEELS (PG13) 
NP VALENTINE (8) 

NP SUGAR AND SPKi(PGU) 
CROUCHING TIGER, HIDDEN DRAGON 

SAVE THE n a m 
DOUBLE TAKE (PG13) 

TRAFFIC (R) 

CAU FOR COMPLITE LISTINGS AND TIMES 

Telegraph-Sq. Lake Rd. W Side of 

810-332- 0241 
Bargain Matinees Daily 
• A l l Shows Until 6 pm 

Continuous Shows Daily • 
NP DENOTES NO PASS 

NP HANNIBAL (R1 
THE WEDDING PLANNER 

SAVE THE LAST DANCE (PCI 3) 
TRAFFIC (R) 

CROUCHING TIGER, HIDDEN DRAGON 

m 
All FOKCOMPLETl LISTINGS AND I M S 

Showcase 
Westland M 

ANNER(PG13) 
HDDENDRAGON CROUCHING TIGER, 

m 
CASTAWAY (PG13) 

GUI fOR COMPETE LISTINGS AND I M S 

Showcase Pontiac 6 -12 
2405 Telegraph Rd. East side of 

810*334-6777 
Bargain Matinees Daily 
••All Shows Until 6 pm 

Continuous Shows Daily 
Late Shows Fri, & Sat. 

NP DENOTES NO PASS 

NP SAVING SILVERMAN (PGU) 
NP VALENTINE (R) 

NP HEAD OVER HEELS (PG13) 
THE PUDGE (R) 

CHOCOLAT (PG13) 
FINDING FORRESTER (PG13) 

13 DAYS (PCI J) 

TRAFFIC (R) 

G i l t fOU COMPtETf IISTINGS AND I M S 

OuoVadis 
Warren & Wayne Rds 

313-425-7700 
Bargain Matinees Daily 

A l fShows Unt i l 6 p m 
Cont inuous Shows Daily 

Late Shows WedJhu rs . Fri, & Sat 

NP VALENTINE 
NP HEAD OVER 

LEFT BEHIND 
SUGARAND 

FINDING FORRESTER 
THE PUDGE 

. One btk S. of Warren 1 
313-729-1060 

Bargain Matinees Daily 
tfShows Until 6 pm 

Continuous Shows Daily 
Late Shows Wed.Thurs. Fri. & Sat, 

NP DENOTES NO PASS 

NP HANNIBAL (R) 
NP SAVING SILVERMAN 

( P G U ) 
THE WEDDING PLANNER 

CASTAWAY3(PG13) 
MISS CONGENIALITY (PG13) 

W H A T WOMEN WANT (PG13) 
ESCANABA IN DA 

MOONLIGHT ( P G U ) 
EMPEROR'S NEW GROOVE (G) 

OflU m COMMIE LISTINGS AND M S 

Star Theatres 
Hie World's Best Theatres 

Bargain Matinees Daily $5.00 All 

Now accepting Visa & MasterCard 
"NP" Denotes f t a Pass Engagement 

Star Great Lakes Crossing 
Great Lakes Shopping Center 

2 4 8 4 5 4 - 0 3 6 6 

NP SAVING SILVERMAN (PG13) 
NP HEAD OVER HEELS (PGU) 

NP LEFT BEHIND (PGU) 

NP THE WEDDING PLANNER (PG13) 
SUGAR AND SPICE (PG13) 

0 BROTHER WHERE ART THOU? (ff 
13) 

ESCNABA IN THE MOONLIGHT 

SHADOW J S L . H 
CROUCHING TIGER, SLEEPING 

DRAGON (PG13) 
THE GIFT (R) 

THE PLEDGE (R) 

TRAFFIC (R) 
SAVE THE LAST DANCE (PCI 3) 

13 DAYS (PG13) 
DOUBU TAKE (PGU) 

FINDING FORRESTER (PG13) 
CASTAWAY (PGU) 

MISS CONGENIALITY (PG13) 
CHOCOLAT (PGU) 

WHAT WOMEN WANT (PG13) 
EMPEROR'S NEW GROOVE (G) 

RUCRATS IN PARIS (G) 

Gi iL fDI ! COMPLETE IISTINGSAND TIMES 

Star lohn-R 
a t 14 Mile 

32289 John R. Road 
248-585-2070 

No one under 6 admitted for PG13 & 
R rated films after 6 pm 

NP HANNIBAL (R) 
NP SAVING SILVERMAN (PG13) 

NP HOUSE OF MIRTH (PC) 
NP VALENTINE (R) 

NP HEAD OVER HEEU (PGU) 
THE WEDDING PLANNER (PG13) 

THE GIFT (R) 
THE PLEDGE (R) 

SAVE THE LAST DANCE (PGU) 
FINDING FORRESTER (PG13) 

CASTAWAY (PGU) 
CHOCOLAT (PG13) 

CALL TOR COMPLETE LISTINCS AND T/MES 

Star Rochester Hills 
200 Barclay Circle 

853-2260 
No one under age 6 admitted for 
PG13 & R rated films after 6 pm 

NP HANNIBAL IR1 
NP SAVING SILVERMAN (PG13) 
NP HEAD OVER HEEU (PGU) 

NP THE PLEDGE (R) 
THE WEDDING PLANNER (PGU) 

CROUCHING TIGER, HIDDEN DRACON 

mSU 
FINDING FORRESTER (PG13) 

TRAFFIC (R) 
CASTAWAY (PGU) 

C M fOfi COMPtf IE LISKNCS AND M S 

Star Southfield 
12 Mi le between Telegraph and 

Northwestern, O f f i - 6 9 6 
248-353-STAR 

loone under age 6 admitted for PG13 
& R rated films after 6 pm 

f M SW0KTMS AND TO WKJM55 TICKETS 
&YmMOll2&m-2222 

NP HANNIBAL (R) 
NP SAVING SILVERMAN (PGU) 

NP ESCANABA IN DA MOONLIGHT 
(PGU) 

NP VALENTINE 
NP HEAD OVER 

THE WEDDING PLANNER 
SUGAR AND SPICE 

SAVE THE LAST DANCE (PGU) 
TRAFFIC (R) 

CROUCHING TIGER, HIDDEN DRAGON 
(PGU) 

DOUBLE TAKE (PGU) 
THE GIFT (R) 
FORRESTER (PG'U) 

CHOCOLAT (PGU) 

WHAT WOMEN WANT (PGU) 
THE PLEDGE (R) 

CASTAWAY (PGU) 
13 DAYS (PGU) 

0 BROTHER WHERE ART THOU 
(PGU) 

CALL fOU COMPIfTf USTINGS AND I M S 

United Artists Theatres 
Bargain Matinees Daily, for all shows 

starting before 6:00 PM 
Same day advance tickets available. 

NV- No VIP. tickets accepted 

United Artists 
West River 

248-788-6572 

SAVING SILVERMAN (PGU) NV 
HEAD OVER HEELS (PGU) NV 

WEDDING PLANNER (PGU) 
THE PUDGE (R) 

SAVE THE LAST DANCE (PGU) 
CASTAWAY (PGU) 

TRAFFIC (R) 

O H f l M C O M W I F i m W C S A N D TIMES 

Located Adjacent t o Home Depot 
|ust No r th of the intersection of 14 

Mi le & Haggerty Rd. 
248-960-5801 

•All Stadium Seating 
•High-Back Rocking Chair Seats 

Two-Day Advance Ticketing 

HANNIBAL (R)NV 
SAVING SILVERMAN (PGU) NV 
HEAD OVER HEELS (PGU) NV 

VALENTINE (R)NV 
CHOCOLAT( 
THE PLEDGE! 

FINDING FORRESTER (PGU) 
13 DAYS( 

CROUCHING TIGER (PGU) 
SAVE THE LAST DANCE (PGU) 

TRAFFIC (R) 
SNATCH (R) 

SUGAR AND SPICE (PGU) 
MISS CONGENIALITY (PGU) 

CASTAWAY (PGU) 

CAU FOR COMPUTE U S M S A N D M J 

Birmingham Theatre 
•211S. Woodward 

D o w n t o w n Bi rmingham 
248-644-3456 

NP Denotes No Pass Engagements 

Order Movie tickets by phone! 
Call 644-3456 and have w u f VISA or 
Master Card ready! (A 51 ( surcharge 

per transaction will apply to all 
telephone sales) 

NP HANNIBAL (R) 
NP CROUCHING TIGER, HIDDEN 

DRAGON (PGU). 
THE WEDDING PLANNER (PG15) 

NP TRAFFIC (R) 
FINDING FORRESTER (PGU) 

NP SNATCH (R) 
NP 0 BROTHER, WHERE ART THOU? 

(PGU) 

fOA COMPLETE [I5TINGSAND TIMES 

M|R THEATRES 

Brighton • Cinemas 9 
$ 6 Exit, Grand River 

810-^27-4700 
Call 77-Film Ext. 5 4 8 

NP HANNIBAL (R) 
NP SAVING SILVERMAN (PGU) 

ESCANABA IN DA MOONLIGHT (PG13) 
NP VALENTINE (R) 

NP HEAD OVER HEELS (PGU) 
THE WEDDING PLANNER (PGU) 
NP SUGAR AND SPICE (PGU) 
SAVE THE LAST DANCE (P013)-
FINDING FORRESTER (PGU) 

CASTAWAY (PGU) 
MISS CONGENIALITY (PGU) 

THE EMPEROR'S NEW GROOVE (GO 

o u t fOK COMPLETE1JS7WGS AND I M S 

7501 Highland Rd. 
S.E. corner M - 5 9 & Will iams 

Rd. 
24 Hour Movie Line 

( 2 4 8 ) 6 6 6 - 7 9 0 0 
CALL 77 FILMS #551 

THE 

SOUND SYSTEM AND MORE...CHECK 

FREE REFILL ON POPCORN AND POP 

NP SAVING SILVERMAN (PGU) 
NP VALENTINE (R) 

NP HEAD OVER HEELS (PGU) 
THE WEDDING PLANNER (PGU) 

ESCANABA IN DA MOONLIGHT (PGU) 
SUGARAND SPICE (PGU) 

THE PUDGE (R) 
THE GIFT (R) 

U DAYS (PGU) 
SNATCH (R) 

SAVE THE LAST DANCE (PCI 3) 
FINDING FORRESTER (PGU) 

TRAFFIC (R) 
CASTAWAY (PGU) 

MISS CONGENIALITY (PGU) 
WHAT WOMEN WANT (PGU) 

THE EMPEROR'S NEW GROOVE (G) 
102 DALMAT10NS (G) 

GUI m COMPUTE LISTINGS AND TIMES 

I f to 6 Mnterari Accepted 

Main Ar t Theatre III 
118 Main at 11 Mile 

Royal Oak • 
248 542-0180 

call 77-HLMSext 542 
(DISCOUNTED SH0WS!!1) 

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE BOX 
OFFICE OR PHONE 248-542-0180 
VISA AND MASTERCARD ACCEPTED 

CROUCHING TIGER HIDDEN DRAGON 
(PGU) 

YOU CAN COUNT ON ME (R) , 
SHADOW OF THE VAMPIRE (R) 

C4tl fOK COMPIf Tf LISTINGS AND T M S 

6 

4135 W. Maple, West of Telegraph 
Bloomfield Hills 

248-855-9090 

YOU CAN COUNT ON ME (R) 
CHOCOLAT (PGU) 

CAttroU COMPETE LISTINGS AND TIMES 

Oxford 7 Cinemas. L L C , 
Downtown Oxford 
iapeer Rd. (M-24) 
( 2 4 8 ) 6 2 8 - 7 1 0 0 

Fax(248) -628-1300 

DETROIT'S LOWEST FIRST RUN PRICES 

4-5 PM. 
NOW OPEN 

J 
AMC Livonia 2 0 
Haggerty & 7 Mi le 

734-542-9909 

C M MAT/IE f O S M M E S AND TIMES 

S1.00FoHlTe iS1 .S0 
313-561-7200 

After 6 p.m. j l .50 
Ample Parking-Telford Center 
Free Refill on Drinks & Popcorn 

Please Call Theatre for 
Showtime* 

PROOF OF LIFE (PGU) 
HOW THE GRJNCHSTOU CHRISTMAS 

W 
VERTICAL UMfT(PG13) 

Ford Wyoming Drive-In 
Theatre 
Dearborn 

( 3 1 3 ) 8 4 6 - 6 9 1 0 
Children under 12 are Free 

Electric in Car Heaters 

AIMS TWO BIG HCJl/KSJDGflHK 

BLAIR 

THE PLEDGE (R) 

TRAFFIC (R) 
NURSE BETTY (R) 

DOUBLE TAKE (PG13) 
SAVE THE LAST DANCE(PG13) 

CROUCHING TIGER, HIDDEN DRAGON 
(PGU) 

DRACULA 2000 (R) 

MOVESSMATDIffl 

Cinemark Movie 16 
The Best Seat in Town 
28600 Dequindre Rd. 

810-558-8207 

PROOF OF LIFE (R) 
MEET THE PARENTS (PGU) 

DUNGEONS AND DRAGONS (PGU) 
LITTLE NICKY (PGU) 
MEN OF HONOR (R) 
BRING IT ON (PGU) 

VERTICAL LIMIT (PGU) 
BAMBOOZLED (R) 

DUDE, WHERE'S MY CAR (PGU) 
m m BENEATH (PGU) 

LADIES MAN (R) 
THE LITTU VAMPIRE (PG) 
PAY IT FORWARD (PGU) 

REMEMBER THE TITANS (PG) 
HOWTHEGRINCHSTOU(PG) 
CHARLIE'S ANGELS (PG13) 

g i a r i z i n g Dracula a n d r e n a m i n g 
i t Nosferatu. T h e c o u r t r u l e d i n 
h e r f a v o r a n d o r d e r e d a l l p r i n t s 
oi Nosferatu d e s t r o y e d . F o r t u -
n a t e l y , s o m e s u r v i v e d . 

M e r h i g e s k i l l f u l l y b l e n d s 
s c e n e s o f t h e a c t u a l Nosferatu 
w i t h h i s r e c r e a t i o n o f t h e p r o -
d u c t i o n . , 

G r e a t a t t e n t i o n i s p a i d t o 
d e t a i l a s w e g e t t o s e e h o w films 
w e r e m a d e i n a t i m e b e f o r e 
s o u n d a n d w i t h h a n d - o p e r a t e d 
c a m e r a s . 

D e s p i t e a m a r v e l o u s l y o p p r e s -
s i v e a t m o s p h e r e of d e c a y , t h e r e 
a r e s o m e fine c o m e d i c m o m e n t s , 
s u c h a s w h e n M u r n a u t a k e s 
S c h r e c k t o t a s k f o r f e a s t i n g o n 
h i s c a m e r a m a n . W h y m y c a m -
e r a m a n , h e d e m a n d s . W h y 
c o u l d n ' t y o u j u s t t a k e t h e s c r i p t 
g i r l ? 

S c h r e c k p a u s e s a m o m e n t o v e r 
t h e m i s s e d o p p o r t u n i t y , t h e n 
r e p l i e s , "111 e a t h e r l a t e r , " 

B u t t h e o m i n o u s c o n c l u s i o n 
r e m i n d s u s t h a t t h i s i s a t h e a r t a 
h o r r o r m o v i e . A s w e l l a s o n e b i g 
j o k e , a l b e i t a v e r y g o o d o n e . 

S e p a r a t i n g f a c t f r o m f i c t i o n , 
t h e r e a l M u r n a u s u r v i v e d Nos-
feratu a n d d i r e c t e d s u c h c l a s s i c s 
a s Faust a n d The Last Laugh 
b e f o r e h i s u n t i m e l y d e a t h i n a n 
a u t o a c c i d e n t i n 1 9 3 1 . 

S c h r e c k m a d e o n l y a h a n d f u l 
of films, n o n e of w h i c h , b e s i d e 
Nosferatu, i s r e m e m b e r e d t o d a y . 

A n y o n e w h o h a s s e e n t h i s film 
w i l l c e r t a i n l y w a n t t o c h e c k o u t 
t h e o r i g i n a l , w h i c h e v e n t o d a y 
s t a n d s a s o n e o f t h e f i n e s t h o r r o r 
films e v e r m a d e . A n d d o n ' t m i s s 
W e r n e r H e r z o g ' s 1 9 7 9 r e m a k e , 

If looks could ki l l : (Top) 
Willem Dafoe cuts a stark 
profile as Count Orlok. 

Details: (Right) As direc-
tor F.W. Murnau, John 
Malkovich also gave a 
real insight to filming 
equipment and techniques 
of the 1920s. 

w h i c h f a i t h f u l l y r e c r e a t e s t h e 
o r i g i n a l a n d s t a r s K l a u s K i n s k i 
a s a d e a d - r i n g e r f o r S c h r e c k . I t ' s 
a v a i l a b l e i n E n g l i s h a n d G e r m a n 
l a n g u a g e v e r s i o n s . G e t t h e 
E n g l i s h v e r s i o n . I t ' s b e t t e r . 

I n a n y c a s e , Shadow of the 
Vampire s t a n d s a s a n o r i g i n a l , 

I 
t h o r o u g h l y e n g r o s s i n g film t h a t 
M u r n a u p r o b a b l y w o u l d h a v e 
l o v e d . 

A s f o r S c h r e c k , o n e c a n o n l y 
w o n d e r . . . 

Predictable 'Valentine' hardly 
scares up a holiday audience 
BY JON KATZ 
SPECIAL WRITER 

W i l l t h e l a s t p e r s o n t o g u e s s 
t h e " s u r p r i s e " e n d i n g p l e a s e t u r n 
off t h e p r o j e c t o r ? 

Valentine, y e t a n o t h e r t e e n 
s l a s h e r e p i c , s t r e t c h e s t h e 
p a t i e n c e o f e v e n t h e h a r d i e s t 
h o r r o r f a n . H e a r t h o s e s t r i n g s i n 
t h e s o u n d t r a c k ? I t m e a n s t h e 
k i l l e r ' s n e a r . S e e t h e e x t r e m e 
c l o s e - u p of t h e g i r l i n d i s t r e s s ? I t 
m e a n s t h e k i l l e r ' s v e r y n e a r . N o 
s t r i n g s a n d n o c l o s e - u p s ? I t 
m e a n s m o r e i n a n e d i a l o g u n t i l 
t h e n . 

Valentine b e g i n s n e a t l y 
e n o u g h a t a s u b u r b a n m i d d l e 
s c h o o l ' s b i g V a l e n t i n e ' s D a y 
d a n c e , w h e r e n e r d y J e r e m y 
M e l t o n i s r e j e c t e d b y five s m u g , 
w o u l d - b e d a n c e p a r t n e r s . D i s -
s o l v e 1 3 y e a r s i n t o t h e p r e s e n t , 
w h e n t h e five h a v e g r o w n t o b e 
t h e m o s t a r r o g a n t , s e l f - c e n t e r e d 
a n d c o n d e s c e n d i n g q u i n t e t i m a g -
i n a b l e . N o b l i n d d a t e i s g o o d 
e n o u g h f o r t h e m , a n d i t ' s n o 
w o n d e r t h e y h a v e t o g o t h a t 
r o u t e i n t h e first p l a c e . 

T h e n , t h e y e a c h r e c e i v e a 
V a l e n t i n e ' s D a y c a r d , s i g n e d 
w i t h t h e i n i t i a l s J . M . N o t y o u r 
g a r d e n v a r i e t y H a l l m a r k , m i n d 
y o u . O n e o f f e r s t h e f o l l o w i n g 
p o e t i c t w i s t : " R o s e s a r e r e d / V i o -
l e t s a r e b l u e / T h e y ' l l n e e d d e n t a l 
r e c o r d s t o i d e n t i f y you . " C h a r m -

Horror:'Valentine* uses all the usual tricks to focus on 
fright. 

i n g f e l l o w , t h i s m y s t e r y s l a y e r . 
O h y e s , e a c h c a r d p r e c e d e s 

a n o t h e r c h o r u s of s t r i n g s , a f e w 
c l o s e - u p s , o n e o r t w o r e d h e r -
r i n g s t o k e e p y o u i n t h e g a m e , 
a n d finally t h e h o r r i f i c d e m i s e o f 
t h e r e c i p i e n t a t t h e h a n d s o f t h e 
C u p i d - m a s k e d m u r d e r e r . 

I s i t J e r e m y b a c k f o r r e v e n g e , 
o r i s i t o n e of t h e o t h e r w e i r d o e s , 
f r o m t h e s p o o k y n e i g h b o r t o t h e 
c r e e p y a r t i s t t o t h e l e c h e r o u s 
p o l i c e d e t e c t i v e ? L i s t e n f o r t h e 
s t r i n g s a n d s e e w h o ' s l e f t . 

Valentine f e a t u r e s a f l o c k o f 
s o m e w h a t - f a m i l i a r y o u n g film 
a n d T V a c t o r s . A s b a d - g i r l P a i g e , 
D e n i s e R i c h a r d s ( T h e World is 
Not Enough) i s t h e m o s t r e c o g -

n i z a b l e . H e r e y e b r o w s a r e t h e 
s e c o n d s c a r i e s t t h i n g i n t h e film. 
M a r l e y S h e l t o n ( t h e c u r r e n t -
Sugar and Spice) f a r e s b e t t e r a s 
t h e q u i e t , t r u s t i n g K a t e . D a v i d 
B o r e a n a z ( T V ' s Angel) i s K a t e ' s 
s o m e t i m e s b o y f r i e n d w h o c a n ' t ; 
s t a y o n t h e w a g o n l o n g e n o u g h 
t o m a k e i t p e r m a n e n t . 

D e s p i t e i t s f o u r w r i t e r s , Valen-
tine w o u l d h a v e b e e n b e t t e r o f f 
w i t h i t s t o n g u e o c c a s i o n a l l y i n 
i t s c h e e k . B y p l a y i n g i t " d e a d " 
s e r i o u s , t h e w i t t i e s t d i a l o g u e 
c a m e f r o m t h e s n i c k e r i n g a u d i -
e n c e . 

Jon Katz reviews films for the 
Observer & Eccentric Newspa-
pers. He lives in Rochester. 

COMING ATTRACTIONS 

Scheduled to open Friday, Feb. 16 

DOWN TO EARTH 
Chris Rock stars as Lance, a struggling 
Brooklyn comic who dies a moment too 
soon and is returned to Earth in the 
body of a rich white man whose wife 
and lover are-plotting to kitl him. Also 
stars Chazz Paiminteri and Regina King. 

SWEET NOVEMBER 
Neison Moss and Sara Deever have 
nothing in common except an hour 
spent in DMV hell. She's a charming 
spirit who brings out the best in a man. 
He's a workaholic executive whose only 
intimate relationship is with the bottom 
line, until he meets Sara. Stars Keanu 
Reeves, Chariize Theron, Greg Germann, 
Jason Isaacs and Liam Alker. Directed 
by Pat O'Connor. 

RECESS f, 
The ABC morning animated series 
comes to the big screen as a group of 
grade-schoolers on the playground go 
off on summer vacation. Among their 
adventures is an encounter with former 
principal Dr. Benedict. Features the 
voices of Andrew Lawrence and Allyce 
Beasley. 

IN THE MOOD FOR LOVE 

Chow suspects his wife is having an 
affair. Li-Zhen, whose husband spends 
a lot of time away on business, is intro-
duced to Chow and the two form a 
warm friendship. Drawn to each other 
after learning their spouses are having 
an affair, they are forced to come to 
terms with their feelings for one anoth-
er. Stars Maggie Cheung^Shown exclu-
sively at the Detroit Institute of Art. 

Recess 

Scheduled to open Friday, Feb. 23 

3000 MILES TO GRACELAND 
Suspensefu! action-adventure about a 
gang of ex-cons who heist millions from 
a Las Vegas casino during Elvis Conven-
tion Week, posing as Elvis imperson-
ators. The plan leads to betrayal, chaos 
and murder. Stars Kurt Russell, Kevin 
Costner, Courtney Cox, Christian Slater, 
David Arquette, Jon Lovitz and Ice T. 

MONKEYBONE 
Cartoonist Stu Smiley slips into a coma 
and the beginning of an outrageous fan-
tasy world takes place. Trapped in a 
bizarre world called Downtown, nestled 
somewhere'between life and death, he 
must find the means to return to reality. 
Mayhem ensues when his cartoon cre-
ation, Monkeybone, takes over his body 
and mind. Stars Bridget Fonda, Brendan 
Fraser and Whoopi Goldberg. 

ORIGINAL SIN 
Based on Cornwall Woolrich's novel. 
Waltz Into Darkness, this film follows a ; 
wealthy Cuban coffee grower who mar- -
ries a young woman only to find she is a' 
deceptive seductress. Stars Antonio 
Banderas and Angelina Joiie. 

Scheduled to open Friday, March 2 

THE MEXICAN 
The story tells of the ill-fated travels of 
Jerry Welbach, a reluctant bagman who 
has a score to settle with a crime king- • 
pin and, even more dangerous, his girl-
friend. When he is sent to Mexico to 
retrieve an allegedly cursed priceless 
antique pistol, known as The Mexican, ^ 
his plans and his life begin to unravel. 
Stars Brad Pitt and Julia Roberts. 

Scheduled to open Friday, March 9 

GET OVER IT 
When Berke Landers gets unexpectedly 
dumped by his high school sweetheart, , 
Allison, only to discover she's started 
dating the new kid on the block. Berke 
will do anything to win her back. Includ-
ing try out for the school musical. 
That's where he meets Kelly - the girl 
who will help him get over it. Stars Ben 
Foster, Kirstin Dunst. 

COMPANY MAN 
A nerdy 1960's Connecticut high school 
grammer teacher Allen Quimp stumbles . 
into being a legendary international spy 
hero in an effort to avoid his nagging 
wife. His misadventures contribute to . 
his meteoric rise in the CIA, which uiti-, 
mately sends him to Cuba where he's 
involved in a plot to overthrow Fidel 
Castro. Stars Douglas McGrath, Sigour-
ney Weaver, John Turturro. 

mailto:gkowalski@oe.homecomm.net
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J A Z Z 

B'JAZZ VESPERS: Ashaki 
Mayimura with 
Harrison/Davidson/Mayberry 6 
p.m. Sunday, Feb. 18, at First 
Baptist Church, Birmingham. Free 
will offering taken for musicians. 
(248) 644-0550 

BUGS BEDDOW BAND: 8:30 p.m. 
to 12:30 a.m. Friday, Feb. 16, at 
the Kansas City Grill, Madison 
Heights. (248) 589-9900; 10 p,m. 
to 2 a.m. Saturday, Feb. 17, at the 
Cavern Club, Ann Arbor. (734) 332-
9900 

RAVI COLTRANE: The saxophonist 
son of John and Alice Coltrane per-
forms 8 p.m. and 10 p.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 10, at the Gem 
Theatre, Detroit. $35-$65. (313) 
963-9800 
THORNETTA DAVIS: 9 p.m. Friday-
Saturday, Feb. 16-17, at Edison's, 
Birmingham. No cover. (248) 645-
2150 

PAUL FINKBEINER'S JAM SESSION: 
9 p.m. Sunday, at the Bird of 
Paradise, Ann Arbor. $2 cover. 
(734) 662-8310 
DALE GRISA TRIO: 6-8 p.m. 

Tuesday, at Sweet Lorraine's in the 
Livonia Marriott Hotel. (734) 953-
7480 
ROBERT JONES: Celebrates the 
blues-and Biack History Month 3 
p.m. Sunday, Feb. 18, at Borders 
Books, Farmington Hills. (248) 
737-0110 

YUSEF LATEEF: Performs his The 
African American Epic Suite 8 p.m. 
Friday, Feb. 16, at Orchestra Hail. 
$15-$46. (313) 5 f6 -5111 
LOS GATOS: 9 p.m. Wednesday, at 
the Bird of Paradise, Ann Arbor. $5 
cover. (734) 662-8310 
MATT MICHAELS TRIO: With trum-
peter John Trudell, 8-11:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 21, at Ron's 
Fireside inn, 28937 Warren Road 
(east of Middlebelt), Garden City. 
(734) 762-7756 

BILLY ROBINSON/JOHN HICKS: 8 
p.m. Saturday, Feb. 17, at the 
Kerrytown Concert House, Ann 
Arbor. $10-$25. (734) 769-2999 
TAMPA TED AND THE BLUE 
KNIGHTS: 8:30 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 
15, at Edison's, Birmingham. No 
cover. (248) 645-2150 
VANGUARD JAZZ ORCHESTRA: A 
tribute to the music of Thad Jones 
featuring Charles McPherson 8 
p.m. Friday, Feb. 23, at Orchestra 
Hall, Detroit. $17-$47. (313) 576-
5111 

PAUL VORNHAGEN: Friday-
Saturday, Feb. 16-17, at the Bird of 
Paradise, Ann Arbor. $10. (734) 
662-8310 

O R L D 
3 V E X J S I C 

BLACKTHORN: 3 p.m. Sunday, 
March 4, at the Southfield Centre 
for the Arts. $8, includes opportu-
nity to meet artists following per-
formance. (248) 424-9041 (Celtic) 
JESSE COOK: The Canadian 
acoustic guitarist plays a fiery mix 
of rumba, Latin jazz and world 
music 8 p.m. Friday, Feb. 16, at 
The Ark, Ann Arbor. $20, $14 stu-
dents. (734) 763-TKTS 
LADYSMITH BUCK MAMBAZO: 
The African singes from Paul 
Simon's Grace/and perform 8 p.m. 
Tuesday, Feb. 20, at The Ark, Ann 
Arbor. $35. (734)-763-TKTS 

P O L K / 
A C O U S T I C 

RICHARD BUCKNER: 8 p.m. 
Monday, Feb. 19, at The Ark, Ann 
Arbor. $11. (734) 763-TKTS 
SARAH HARMER: 7:30 p.m. 

Sunday, Feb. 18, at The Ark, Ann 
Arbor. $11. (734) 763-TKTS 
RFD BOYS: 8 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 

17, at The Ark, Ann Arbor. $10, 
$9 seniors/students. (734) 763-
TKTS 

D A N C E 

CONTRA DANCE: To live music by 
Harvest,, Donna Bird and David 
West6:30-8:30 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 
18, at the Freight House in 
Ypsiianti's Depot Town. $5, kids 
free with adults. (734) 973-0242, 
ext. 296 
DETROIT DANCE COLLECTIVE: 
Presents Collage, a concert of con-
temporary dances featuring chore-
ography by company members 
Corinne Imberski, Arih Nguyen and 
Kay Redoers and previews of new 
works by artistic directors Paula 
Kramer and Barbara Selinger 8 
p.m. Friday-Saturday, Feb. 16-17, in 
the third floor Maggie Ailesee 
Dance Studio at Wayne State 
University, Old Main Building, 
Detroit. $10, seating is limited. 
For reservations, call (313) 965-
3544 

GINA GIBNEY DANCE: A sneak pre-
view of the company's new work 
Several Truths 8 p.m. Friday, March 
2 before its New York City pre-
miere, in the Maggie Allesee Dance 
Studio in the Old Main building on 
the campus of Wayne State 
University, Detroit. $10, $5 stu-
dents. (313) 577-4273 
M OON-DUSTERS: Ballroom danc-
ing to live bands 8:30-11:30 p.m. 
Saturday, at the Livonia Civic 
Center, 15218 Farmington Road, 
Livonia. $5. (248) 967-1428 
TAMBURITZANS OF DUQUESNE 
UNIVERSITY: 2 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 
25, at Warren Woods Community 
Theater, Warren. $18. (248) 887-
4677 

U-M BALLROOM DANCE CLUB: 
Ballroom dance lesson and open 
dancing 4-10 p.m. Sunday, at the 
Union Ballroom, Ann Arbor. $2. 
(734) 763-6984 
WATERFORD-OAKS BALLROOM 
DANCING: 8-11 p.m. Friday, March 
2, at 2800 Watkins Lake Road, 
Waterford. (248) 673-4764 

C O M E D Y 

ANN ARBOR COMEDY SHOWCASE: 
Pam Stone Thursday-Saturday, Feb. 
15-17, at the club, Ann Arbor. 
(734) 996-9080 
JD'S KEY CLUB: Barry Neai. Kevin 
Kramis, 7 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 13; 
Jim McHugh, Dan Greuter, 7 p.m. 
Tuesday, Feb. 20, at the club, 
Pontiac. $6 admission. (248) 338-
7337 

JOEY'S COMEDY CLUB: at the club 
above Kicker's All American Grill, 
Livonia. (734) 261-0555 
MARK RIDLEY'S COMEDY CASTLE: 

Leo Dufour Thursday-Saturday, Feb. 
15-17, at the ciub, Royal Oak. 
(248) 542-9900 
SECOND CITY: Here Comes My 
19th Nervpus Breakdown, 8 p.m. 
Wednesday-Sunday: 1 0 0 1 Improv 
Jammers 8 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 20 
and 27, and March 6, at the club 
in Detroit. $15 and $20. (313) 
965-2222/(248) 645-6666 or 
www.secondcity.com 

IV1USE3UMS 
A N D TOURS 

ANN ARBOR HANDS-ON MUSEUM: 
The museum offers more than 250 
interactive exhibits intended to 
make science fun, at the museum, 
Ann Arbor. Hours are 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Tuesday-Saturday and noon to 
5 p.m.- Sunday. $6, $4 
children/seniors/students. (734) 
995-5439 

CENTER FOR CARIBBEAN 
ARTS/CULTURE: Opens a month 
long tribute to C.L.R. James and 
his fight for social revolution, film 6 
p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 15, at the 
center, Detroit. (313) 871-4594; 
film series 6 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 

28, at the Museum of African 
American History. 
DETROIT HISTORICAL MUSEUM: 
African American Images from the 
Beginning of Photography to the 
Civil War is a slide lecture with 
Jackie Wiison 2 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 
18, at the museum. $5 plus muse-
um admission. Advanced registra-
tion is recommended. (313) 833- -
1733 

H. I V JEC 
M U S I C 

ACDC:With Slash's Snakepit, 7:30 
p.m. Wednesday, May 2, Joe Louis 
Arena, Detroit. $35.25-$45.25. 
(248) 433-1515 (rock) 

A PERFECT CIRCLE: With Snake 
River Conspiracy, Thursday, Ma'rch 
29, on the campus of Eastern 
Michigan University, Ypsilanti. 
Details to come; (rock) 

ATTENTION BENEFIT 
DISORDER:Hosted by The Ghoul, 
with The Witches, Bantam Rooster, 
Cinecyde, Bump N Ugties, Edith 
Head, 8 p.m. Saturday, March 3, 
Magic Stick, Detroit. $8. (313) 
833-9700 (rock) 

AVAIL: With Propagandhi, J. Church 
and Fabulous Disaster, 5:30 p.m. 
Monday, March 5, St. Andrews 
Hall, Detroit. $10. Ail ages. (313) 
961-MELT. 

ERYKAH BADU: With Soulchild, 
Talib Kweii, 8 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 
22, Fox Theatre, Detroit. $40-$75. 
(248) 433-1515 
JOHNNIE BASSETT AND THE BLUES 
INSURGENTS: 10 p.m. Friday, Feb. 
16, Center Street Pub, Detroit. 
(313) 965-3651. (blues) 
JEFF BECK: 8 p.m. Tuesday, March 
13, Fox Theatre, Detroit.$32.50-
$50. (248) 433-1515 (guitar rock) 

BLUE HAWAIIANS: 7 p.m. Friday-
Saturday, Feb. 16-17, Fox and 
Hounds, Bloomfield Hills. Free. Ali 
ages. (248) 644-4800 (blues) 

BRIDGE: Thursday-Saturday, Feb. 
22-24, March 1-3, Bullfrog Bar and 
Grill, Redford. (313) 533-4477 
SARAH BRIGHTMAN: La Luna 
World Tour, 8 p.m. Saturday, March 
17, Masonic Temple, Detroit. $35-
$65. (248) 645-6666 
BUCKCHERRY: 9 p.m. Saturday, 
Feb. 24, St. Andrews Hall, Detroit. 
$15. All ages. (313) 961-8961 
(garage punk rock) 
AL CARMICHAEL: 7 p.m. Monday, 
Feb. 19, Fox and Hounds, 

Bloomfield Hills. Free. All ages. 
(248) 644-4800 (blues) 
AARON CARTER: 10 a.m. Sunday, 
Feb. 25, State Theatre, Detroit. 
$23. All ages. (313) 961-5451 
MIKE "AGENT X" CLARK: 
Beatdownsounds every Thursday, 
One X, Michigan Ave., Detroit. 
http://www.beatdownsounds.com 
(house) 

MIKE CLARK'S PRESCRIPTION 
RENEWAL: Featuring Charlie 
Hunter, DJ Logic and Robert 
Walter, with special guest 
Sugarman 3, 8 p.m. Sunday, March 
11, Magic Bag, Ferndale. $15 
advance. (248) 544-3030 
THE DANIELSON FAMILE: With 
Scientific, Flashpap'r, 8 p.m.. 
Sunday, March 4, Magic Stick, 
Detroit. $7. (313) 833-9700 
DARK STAR ORCHESTRA: 8 p.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 24, Royal Oak 
Music Theatre, Royal Oak. $15. 
(248) 645-6666 

THORNETTA DAVIS: 7 p.m. Friday-
Saturday, Feb. 23-24, Fox and 
Hounds, Bloomfield Hills. Free. All 
ages. (248) 644-4800 (biues) 

DEAD HEROES: With Easy Action, • 
Throttlebody, 9 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 
24, Magic Stick, Detroit. (313) 
833-9700 (punk) -
DEATHCAB FOR CUTIE: With The 
Jealous Sound, The And/Ors, 8 
p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 27, Magic 
Stick, Detroit. $8. (3*13) 833-9700 
DELL AND THE ROUGHCUTS: 8 
p.m. Saturday, March 3, Trinity 
House Theatre, Livonia. $10 or $8 
for theater members. (734) 464-
6302 

JASON DENNIE: 8 p.m. Saturday, 
March 10, Trinity House Theatre, 
Livonia. $10 or $8 for theater mem-
bers. (734) 464-6302 
DETROIT BLUES GUITAR: Featuring 
Rooert Penn, Bobby Murray, 2 p.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 17, Scarab Club, 
Detroit. Free. All ages. (248) 262-
6890 

DETROIT COBRAS: Friday, Feb. 16, 
Gold Dollar, Detroit. (313) 833-
6873 (rock) 
THE DETROIT OLD TIMERS: Ninth 
annual concert and dance, With 
The Manhattans featuring Gerald 
Alston and Blue Lovett, also come-
dian Downtown Tony Brown, David 
Myles and the Mylestones, and 
Serieux, 8 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 17, 
The Masonic Temple, Scottish Rite 
Theatre, Detroit. (248) 351-9662 
DETROIT VOLUME:With DJ Hannah 
and DJ Korie, 9 p.m. Wednesday, 
Feb. 14, Magic Stick, Detroit. $5. 
(313) 833-9700 
AL Dl MEOLA'S NEW WORLD 
SINFONIA: 8 p.m. Saturday, March 
3, Royal Oak.Music Theatre, Royal 
Oak. $32.50. (248) 645-6666 
DOMESTIC PROBLEMS: With The 
Brothers fyoove, 9:30 p.m. 
Saturday, ̂ Feb. 17, Blind Pig, Ann 
Arbor. $6. (734) 996-8555 (rock 
with horn section) 

THE DONNAS: With Bratmobile, The 
Mooney Suzuki, 7 p.m. Sunday, 
March 18, Magic Stick, Detroit. 
$10. Ail ages. (313) 833-9700 
(punk) 

DOVES: 6:30 p.m. Friday, March 2, 
St. Andrews Hall, Detroit. $10. All 
ages. (313) 961-MELT 
EAR CANDY FESTIVAL: With Jason 
Tar, Rattling Wall Collective in 
Dutch, Laughing Gas, Delta Waves, 
Persona,'7 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 18, 
room F-110 fine arts building on 
HFCC's main campus, 5101 
Evergreen, Dearborn. $10. 
Sponsored by WHFR 89.3FM 
EASY ACTION: With Shepwrench, 
The Paybacks, 8 p.m. Friday, Feb. 
16, Royal Oak Music Theatre, 

Royal Oak. $6. (248) 645-6666 
# " 

EKOOSTIK HOOKAH: Performing for 
Hash Bash celebration, 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday, April 7, Michigan 
Theatre, Ann Arbor. $16.75. All 
ages. (734) 668-8397 (jam band) 
MARK ELF TRIO: 8 and 10:30 p.m. 
Friday, March 2, Firefly Club, Ann 
Arbor. $15. 18 and older. (734) 
665-9090 

ELKION:CD. release showcase with 
Few and Far Between, Remainder, 
Red Shirt Brigade, Kid Brother 
Collective, The Recital, The Killing 
Suspense, Silence of Fall, 6 p.m. 
Sunday, Feb. 18, Magic Stick, 
Detroit. $8. All ages. (313) 833-
9700 

ENGLISH BEAT: Featuring Dave 
Wakeling, 8 p.m. Saturday, March 
10, Magic Bag, Ferndale. (248) 
544-3030 

EVE 6: With VAST, 5:30 p.m. 
Saturday, March 10, Clutch Cargo, 
Pontiac. $13. All ages. (248) 333-
2362 (power-pop) 
TERRY FARMER: 7 p.m. Saturday, 
Feb. 23, Jumpin' Java Cafe, Lake 
Orion. (248) 693-4424; 8:30 p.m. 
Friday, March 9, Crazy Wisdom 
Bookstore and Tea Room, Ann 
Arbor. (734) 665-2757 
FAMOUS RAY: 9:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 28, Blind Pig, Ann 
Arbor. $3 for over 2 1 and $5 under 
21. (734) 996-8555 
FATHER GREEN: With Brad's Dead 
Fish, Blackeye, 9:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 21, Blind Pig, Ann 
Arbor. $3 for over 2 1 and $5 under 
21. (734) 996-8555 
50C HEADRUSH: Thursday-
Saturday, Feb. 15-17, Bullfrog Bar 
and Grill, Redford. (313) 533-4477 
FOOLISH MORTALS: 9 p.m. Friday, 
Feb. 16, Lower Town Grill, 

Plymouth; 8 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 
17, The Drowsy Parrot, Saline. For 
details, see 
www.maynardmusic.com 
GRAND FUNK RAILROAD: 8 p.m. 
Thursday, March 22, The Palace of 
Auburn Hilts. $9.47-$22. (248) 
645-6666 
DAVID GRAY: Sunday, April 22, 
State Theatre, Detroit. Details to 
come, (singer-songwriter) 
HAPPENSTANCE: Friday-Saturday, 
Feb. 16-17, 23-24, Shantie Food 
and Spirits, Warren. (810) 755-
5055; Friday, March 2, 9, Johnny 
B. Goode's, Warren. (810) 772-
6343; Friday, March 16, Friday-
Saturday, March 23-24, The Great 
Baraboo, Clinton Township. (810)* 
792-7397 (rock) 

ALVIN YOUNGBLOOD HART: 8:30 
p.m. and 11:30 p.m. Friday, Feb. 
16, Firefly Club, Ann Arbor. $15-
$25. (734) 665-9090 
AL HILL: 7 p.m. Thursday- Saturday, 
Feb. 8-10, Thursday, Feb. 15, 
Tuesday, Feb. 20, Zydeco's, Ann 
Arbor. (734) 995-3600; 6 p.m. 
Monday, Feb. 19, Mac's Acadian 
Seafood, Saline. (734) 944-6227: 7 
p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 21, 336 
Main, Plymouth. (734) 454-6500 
(boogie blues) 

IMMUNITY: 10 p.m. Friday, Feb. 
23, The Cavern Club, Ann Arbor. 
Cover charge. (734) 332-9900. 
(reggae) 
INNER RECIPE:With, Lucid, 
Blissfieid, Friday, Feb. 16, Lili's 21, 
Hamtramck. $5. 2 1 and older. 
(313) 875-6555 
INSIDE FIVE MINUTES: With 
American Drama, The Fear of 
Dreams, Some Soviet Station, 8 
p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 21, 313Jac, 
upstairs from Jacoby's, Detroit. $5. 
(313) 962-7067 

JETTISON RED: With The Muggs,. 
10 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 24, 
313Jac, upstairs from Jacoby's, 
Detroit. $5. (313) 962-7067 
ERIC JOHNSON: With Alien Love 
Child, Derek Trucks Band, 8 p.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 17, Royal Oak 
Music Theatre, Royal Oak. $25. 
(248) 645-6666 
ROBERT JONES AND MATT 
WATROBA: Blues and Folk: Two 
Rivers, One Stream, 7:30 p.m. 
Friday, Feb. 16, Waterford 
Historical Church, Waterford. $7-
$10. (248) 623-9389 (blues and 
folk) 

KNEE DEEP SHAG: 8 p.m. Ffiday, 
Feb. 23, Magic Bag, Ferndale. $?. 
(248) 544-3030 (rock with a funk 
edge) 

KOMPOSIT: 9:30 p.m. Thursday, 
Feb. 15, Blind Pig, Ann Arbor. $5 
for over 2 1 and $8 under 21. (734) 
996-8555 

LEFTOVER SALMON: 9 p.m. 
Saturday, March 31, The Majestic, 
Detroit. $18. (313) 833-^700 
BOBBY LEWIS AND THE 
CRACKERJACK BAND: Thursday-
Saturday, Feb. 15-17, 22-24, 

March 1-3, 8-10, Major Tooley's 
Irish Pub, Northvilie. (248) 465-
1680 
MAGGIE'S FARM: 9 p.m. Saturday, 
Feb. 17, March 3, Coyote Ciub, 
Pontiac. Free. (248) 332-H0WL. 
MARDI GRAS MASQUERADE: 

Featuring music by Straight Ahead, 
8 p.m. Fat Tuesday, Feb. 27, 
Fishbones, Detroit. $10 or free 
with costume. (313) 965-4600 . 
(jazz) 

MATCHBOX TWENTY: With 
Everclear, Lifehouse, 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday, March 3, The Palace of 
Auburn Hills. $24.50-$34.50. (248) 
645-6666. (pop rock) 

PAT MCGEE BAND: With Lotus, 
9:30 p.m. Friday, Feb. 16, Blind 
Pig, Ann Arbor. $8 advance, $10 at 
door. (734) 996-8555 

KENNY MEEKS: 8 p.m. Friday, 
March 23, Trinity House Theatre, 
Livonia. $10 or $8 for theater mem-
bers. (734) 464-6302 
BRAD MEHLDAU TRIO: 7 p.m. and 
9 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 21, Bird of 
Paradise, Ann Arbor. 18 and older. 
$20 advance. (734) 662-8310 
METAPHYSICAL JONES: 10 p.m. 
Thursdays, 313.JAC, upstairs from 
Jacoby's, Detroit. $5. 18 and over. 
(313) 962-7067. 

MID BY MIDWEST MUSIC 
FESTIVAL: Featuring performances 
by The Buzzards, Climax Divine, 
Clone Defects, The Come-Ons, The 
Dirtbombs, Driftweed, Fletcher 
Pratt, Freddie Fortune & The Four 
Gone Conclusions, Ghost World, 
The Gore Gore Girls, Hemigod, The 
Hentchmen, Judah Johnson, Ko & 
The Midnight Intruders, mHz, The 
Mood Elevator, Murder City 
Wrecks, New Grenada, The 
Numbers, The Octopus, Outrageous 
Cherry, The Paybacks, Pirahnas, 
Soledad Bros., Stroker Ace, Stun 
Gun, Taboo, Them Wranch, They 
Come in Threes, The Unfriendlys, 
Variac, Waxwings, The Wiidbunch 
and more, Friday-Saturday, March 
9-10. Details to come. Proceeds 
benefit Haven, a shelter for bat-
tered women in Southeast 
Michigan. The festival is produced 
by and for Detroit's music commu-
nity, The Gold Dollar, The Majestic 
Complex, The Old Miami, 
Bittersweet Cafe, Octane Grande 
and Living Endustries Productions. 

See www.mxmw.com. 

MOE: 8 p.m. Thursday, March 8, 
Majestic Theatre, Detroit. $15. '18 
and older. (313) 833-9700 
MOJAVE 3: With Sid Hellman 
Group, 8 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 21, 
Magic Stick, Detroit. $10. 18 and 
older. (313) 833-9700 (folk rock) 
ANNE MURRAY: 8 p.m. Friday, 
March 16, Fox Theatre, Detroit. 
$32.50-$50. (248) 433-1515. 
NEW PORNOGRAPHERS: With Neko 
Case, Moods for Moderns, Fletcher 
Pratt, 9 p.m. Friday, Feb. 16, 

Magic Stick, Detroit. $8. 18 and 
older. (313) 833-9700 
1964 THE TRIBUTE: 8 p.m. Friday, 
Feb. 16, Magic Bag, Ferndale. $15. 
(248) 544-3030. (Beatles covers) 
ORGY:With Alient Ant Farm, FEb. 

27, Clutch Cargo, Pontiac. Details 
to come. 
ORIGINAL HITS: 7 p.m. Tuesday, 
Feb. 20, Fox and Hounds, 
Bloomfieid Hills. Free. All ages. 
(248) 644-4800 (blues variety) 
ORGY: With Cold, Spineshank, 7 
p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 27, Clutch 
Cargo, Pontiac. $16.75 advance. 
All ages. (248) 333-2362 (death 
pop) 

OUTKAST: With Ludacris, Siimm 
Calhoun, 8 p.m. Wednesday, March 
14, Fox Theatre, Detroit. $32-$50. 
(248) 433-1515. 
OVERDOSE: 9 p.m. every Sunday, 
hosted by DJ Thomas Barnett, Sky 
Bar, upstairs from Sangria, Royal 
Oak. 2 1 and older. $5 cover. (248) 
543-1964 (techno) 

PAKISTANI TAMBOURINE: Featuring 
members of Blackberry Brandy, 
Monday, Feb. 19, 26, Bullfrog Bar 
and Grill, Redford. (313) 533-4477 
PANTERA: With Soulfiy, Morbid 
Angel, rescheduled to Thursday, 
March 1, The Palace of Auburn 
Hills. $30* Tickets already pur-
chased for the Nov. 25 date will be 
honored. Refunds available at point 
of purchase. (248) 645-6666. 
(rock-metal) 

MACEO PARKER: Saturday, April 
28, Royal Oak Music Theatre, 
Royal Oak. (248) 645-6666 
MICHELLE PENN: 8 p.m. Saturday, 
March 24, Magic Stick, Detroit. 
$8. (313) 833-9700 (singer-song-
writer) 

PIERCE PETTIS: 8 p.m. Saturday, 
March 17, Trinity House Theatre, 
Livonia. $10 or $8 for theater mem-
bers. (734) 464-6302 
RACHEL AND KAPP: 7 p.m. 
Thursday, Feb. 22, Fox and Hounds, 
Bloomfield Hills. Free. Ali ages. 
(248) 644-4800 (blues duo) 

RAINER MARIA: With Aloha, New 
Granada, 7 p.m. Sunday, March 11, 
Magic Stick, Detroit. $7. All ages. 
(313) 833-9700 
THE RESIDENTS: 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 21, Michigan 
Theatre, Ann Arbor. $26.75-
$33.75. AN ages. (734) 668-8397 
ROBB ROY: With Treblehead, 10 . 
p.m. Friday, Feb. 16, Gotham City 
Cafe, Ann Arbor. 

ROYAL OAK RECORD AND CD 
EXPO: 10 a.m^ to 4 p.m. Sunday 
Fet?. 11, Royal Oak Elk's Hall, 
Royal Oak. (517) 793-2899 

ROOMFUL OF BLUES: 8 p.m. 
Thursday, March 8, Magic Bag, 
Ferndale. $15. 9248) 544-3030. 
(blues) 

LEON RUSSELL: 8 p.m. Saturday, 
Feb. 17, Magic Bag, Ferndale. $15. 
(248) 544-3030 
SANCHEZ: 9 p.m. Saturday, March 
3, The Majestic, Detroit. $25. 
(313) 833-9700 
SCAVENGER QUARTET: With Kuz, 
Saturday, Feb. 15, Gold Dollar, 
Detroit. <313) 833-6873 
DJ SHORTROUND: Spins house 
along with hosts El George and 
Kegger from Motor Detroit, for 
Sunday Night Rehab, 10 p.m. 
Sundays, Town Pump Tavern, 
Detroit. (313) 961-1929 
16 HORSEPOWER: With American 
Mars, 9 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 17, 
Magic Stick, Detroit. $12. 18 and 
older. (313) 961-8961 
RONI SIZE: 8 p.m. Saturday, March 
10, Royal Oak Music Theatre, 

Royal Oak. $22.50. (248) 645-
6666 
SMALL CRAFT SIGHTING:CD 
release party with Mock Heroics, 
Bedford Drive, 8 p.m. Friday, March 
2, Magic Stick, Detroit. $7. Ail 
ages. (313) 833-9700 
'70S SOUL JAM: Featuring The 
Styiistics, Dramatics, Chi-Lites, 
Haroid Melvin and the Blue Notes 
and The Delfonics, 8 p.m. Saturday, 
Feb. 17, Fox Theatre, Detroit. $30, 
$37.50, $50. (248) 645-6666. 
(soul) j 

RJ SPANGLER GROUP:! 7 p.m. 
Thursday, Feb. 15, Fo)j and Hounds, 
Bloomfield Hills. Free.'All ages. 
(248) 644-4800 
STRANGEFOLK: 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
Feb. 20, Magic Stick, Detroit. 
$8.50. 18 and older. (313) 833-
9700 (folk-rock jam band) 
SWALLOWHOLE: With Caulfield, 10 
p.m. Saturday, Feb. 17, 
Roadrunner's Raft, Hamtramck. 
Free. (313) 873-7238. 
THE TEMPTATIONS:With Ashford & 
Simpson, Undisputed Truth, 8 p.m. 
Friday, Feb. 23, Fox Theatre, 
Detroit. $35-$75."(313) 433-1515. 
THRALL: With Chapstick, The 
Drakes, 9:30 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 

24, Blind Pig, Ann Arbor. $5 for 
over 2 1 and $7 under 21. (734) 
996-8555 
TWELFTH HOUR: With The Jinx, 10 
p.m. Friday, Feb. 16, 313.Jac, 
upstairs from Jacoby's, Detroit. $5. 
(313) 962-7067 
TWISTIN' TARANTULAS: Sunday, 
Feb. 18, 25, Bullfrog Bar and Grill, 
Redford. (313) 533-4477 
2 DAYS STRAIGHT: With Red 
September, Caulfield, 10 p.m. 
Friday, Feb. 23, 313Jac, upstairs 
from Jacoby's, Detroit. $5. (313) 
962-7067 

U2: With PJ Harvey, 7:30 p.m. . 
Wednesday, May 30, Palace of 
Auburn Hills. Tickets $45-$130. 
(248) 645-6666. 

UMPHRIE'S MCGEE: With 
Smokestack, 9:30 p.m. Friday, Feb. 
23, Blind Pig, Ann Arbor. $5 for 
over 2 1 and $7 under 21. (734) 
996-8555 

LESLIE WEST: Sunday, Feb. 25, 
Magic Bag, Ferndale., $15. (248) 
544-3030 
THE WILDBUNCH: With French 
Kicks, The Dishes, Saturday, Feb. 
17, Gold Dollar, Detroit. (313) 833-
6873 
BROOKS WILLIAMS: 8 p.m. 
Saturday, April 27, Trinity House 
Theatre, Livonia. $10 or $8 for the-
ater members. (734) 464-6302 
LESLIE WEST: 8 p.m. Sunday; Feb. 

25, Magic Bag, Ferndale. $15. 
(248) 544-3030. 

Liste 
' Areyou hip to 
intosupporting M^troare^rimsie? 
Send us a photo of you rsetf.^pd:a 
list' of your top five CDs from local 
bands, complete withb^fiarries. 
.then, include your list; of th'e tbp 
five loeal bands to see iiV#fr?;tfre 

„ Metro area.-Tlte Obse^ver-fe^ v;--
Eccentic 
Entertainment .section on 
Thursday, as space provides. 

• SENDentrteswith yourfuilname 
and city of residence to: 

O&E Entertainment 
36251 Schoolcraft 
Livonia, Ml 48150 

(734) 591-7279 

8casola@oe.homecomm.net 

http://www.secondcity.com
http://www.beatdownsounds.com
http://www.maynardmusic.com
http://www.mxmw.com
mailto:8casola@oe.homecomm.net
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STREET S C E N E 

Don't call it country: Mojave 3 defies classification 

STEPHANIE 
I A. CASOLA 
* 

Neil Halstead 
even speaks in a 

a J g g g l slow, meander-
fe. •• ing tone. 
* He 's in Los 

Angeles , j u s t 
visi t ing fr iends 

rjj? I he exp la ins , 
"S l a i when I get the 

call . I t ' s j u s t 
days before 
Mojave 3 a r e 

* r e a d y to s t a r t 
thfeir North American tour sup-
porting the release of the British 
band's third effort, Excuses for 
Travellers. 

toge ther since 1995, Mojave 3 
is' .primarily comprised of Hal-
s t e a d , Rachel Goswell , I a n 
MpCutcheon, Simon Rowe and 
Alan Forrester. The band arose 
from the ashes of British shoe-
gazers, Slowdive. "That split up 
and a few months later I went 
into the studio with Rachel to 
record a few tunes," said Hal-
stead, Mojave 3's primary song-
writer. "4AD heard a tape of the 
songs and offered to release it." 

At t he t ime the band didn' t 
have a name, let alone a solid 
group of musicians to play the 
songs. Now boasting up to seven 
m e m b e r s , Mojave 3 sways 
beyond comparisons to Cowboy 

J u n k i e s and even t h e sub t l e 
sounds of Nick Drake. Wander-
i ng g u i t a r w o r k , me lancho ly 
lyrics and a sense of realism all 
make for an engaging piece of 
work. Halstead has a knack for 
t a k i n g the a l l - to - fami la r and 
making it discreetly personal. 

On Return To Sender, he 
transforms a mundane, familiar 
phrase into a sentimental adage 
of los t love and los t hope in 
s even words: "If you f ind 
us/Return to sender." Any Day 
Will Be Fine, is more of a Mojave 
3 a t tempt at pop, packed with 
plenty of "oohs" and "aahs." Its 
details of a summer crush seem 
shat tered by the sad reality of 
the song that follows, She Broke 
You So Softly. E v e n Goswell 
m a k e s h e r m a r k , s ing ing 
Bringin' Me Home, a sort of lul-
laby to sorting out life. 

While he definitely doesn't call 
i t "count ry" mus ic , Ha l s t ead 
doesn't know quite what to call 
Mojave 3. Like the band's desert 
n a m e evokes, t h e sound is 
sparse-yet-sweeping. "We had no 
vision," he said. "There really 
wasn't a vision on this record at 
all. We jus t go into the studio 
and see what happens." 

That easy-going att i tude that 
comes across in the music, all 

One to pack for the road: Mojave 3 creates a sound-
track for life with "Excuses for TravellersSee them 
Feb. 21 at the Magic Stick in Detroit. 

All systems go for Denver's 16 Horsepower 
BY STEPHANIE ANGELYN CASOLA 
STAFF WRITER 

scasola@oe.homecomm.net 

Jean-Yves Tola may be consid-
ered the force behind 16 Horse-
power, his drumming the back-
bone of this Denver-based gothic 
a l t -count ry rock q u a r t e t . But 
when the band isn't on tour, Tola 
and his bandmates are far ther 
apart t han you might imagine. 
The P a r i s i a n - b o r n d r u m m e r 
chooses to reside in California 
while fellow 16 Horsepower gui-
t a r i s t Stephen Taylor lives in 
New Or leans . Bass i s t Pasca l 
H u m b e r t and David E u g e n e 
E d w a r d s s t ayed in Denve r . 
Sounding stronger than ever, the 
dis tance between them hasn ' t 
hindered a thing. 

"The tour has been going on 
for a couple of weeks," said Tola 
fisom h i s cell phone in t h a t 
u n m i s t a k a b l e F rench accent . 
"I'm just trying to be healthy and 
to be ready. We've had real ly 
good crowds." 

The crowds are coming to hear 
16 Horsepower perform songs 
from its most recent Razor and 
Tie release, Secret South. The 
first single, Clogger, along with 
the slow-build of Cinder Alley 
and the band's ethereal cover of 
B„ob Dylan's Nobody C'ept You 
make th i s album one to keep. 
For the first time, Tola had more 
of a h a n d in songwri t ing and 
production. 

-He and Edwards have been 
working together since a f i rs t 

chance m e e t i n g — bui ld ing 
movie sets on a Los Angeles stu-
dio lot in 1992. Shortly after, the 
d a r k l y fo rebod ing , s t r ange ly 
engaging sounds of 16 Horse-
power came to be. 

But Tola has been a musician 
since the age of 7, when his par-
ents insisted each of their five 
children choose an instrument. 

"When I was 12 years old, I 
didn't want to play the flute any-
more . I wen t for t h e f a r t he s t 
thing away from the flute, which 
is drums." 

Rhythm came easily to him in 
any genre. From classical music 
to hard core punk rock bands in 
P a r i s , Tola 's t a s t e s r a n t he 
gamut. 

"A lot of classical music was 
p layed a round my house," he 
recalled. "My brother was a gui-
tar player and he was really into 
Bob Dylan and Cat Stevens. I 
love those guys now, even 

Kick it 
into gear: 
16 Horse-
power will 
stop in 
Detroit, 
Saturday, 
Feb. 17, 
while on 
tour to 
support 
<lSecret 
South". 

though I didn't know it then. It 
got into my head." 

The depth and inspiration of 
such a r t i s t s sh ines in Secret 
South. For the f i r s t t ime, 16 
Horsepower approached record-
ing this project with a few songs 
yet to be finished. Silver Saddle 
and Just Like Birds came full 
circle during the recording pro-
cess . "I 'm rea l ly happy w i t h 
what happened with those songs 
at the studio," he said. "We just 
k ind of let go of ourselves in 
there. That was kind of a great 
th ing to do - to be able to not 
have to be so prepared. I think 
sometimes you lose a lot of the 
spontaneity, some of the ideas 
you come up with, if you're too 
settled." 

SEE THE DATE MOVIE OF THE YEAR 

"A Lovely Romance For Your Valentine." 
M 

•Sara Edwards, NBC NEWS BUREAU 
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tinged with folk simplicity and 
sincere songwriting. At a t ime 
when British bands like Travis 
poses pop-styled questions like 
Why Does It Always Rain On Me 
and Coldplay pa in t s romant ic 
v is ions in Yellow, Mojave ,3 
seems content to steer clear from 
the more-produced Brit pop set. 
It's not an altogether departure 
from Halstead's days in Slowdive 
either. 

"I think there's probably a sim-
ilar sensitivity, a similar atmo-
sphere , " he sa id , c o m p a r i n g 
Mojave 3. "Slowdive wasn't real-
ly concerned with songs." 

Songs are of primary concern 
now. While some of the tracks on 
Excuse? for Travellers were writ-
ten around the t ime the b a n d 
released its last album, Out of 
Tune, they all fit a certain mood. 

"A lot of them are about travel-
ing, in particular being at a cer-
tain point in your life," Halstead 
said. "I think a lot of them are 
about realizing where you are in 
your life." 

As pr imary songwriter, Hal-
stead admits he doesn't have a 
steady approach to wri t ing. "I 
find sometimes I can write and 
sometimes I can't. I like going to 
different places. You get a cer-
t a i n i n s p i r a t i o n . Be ing in a 

band, you meet a lot of different 
people. They have all got their 
own story. It's sort of the things 
people say that make fodder for 
the song." 

So m u c h of t h e mus i c is 
g rounded in t r u t h , even if he 
doesn't follow any sort of plan. 
And H a l s t e a d h imse l f admi t s 
he's not always understood. His 
f latmate, he said with a laugh, 

. accuses him of hav ing wr i t ten 
three albums all containing the 
same song. 

"I th ink there's quite a lot of 
variety," he added. 

In the meantime, Halstead is 
working on a solo effort he hopes 
will be released on 4AD. "I don't 
think anyone will mistake it for 
a country record," he said with 
conviction. 

See Mojave 3 perform with 
openers Sid Hellman Group, 8 
p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 21, Magic 
Stick, Detroit. Tickets are $10 for 
this 18 and older show. Call 
(313) 833-9700. 

Stephanie Angelyn Casola 
writes about popular music for 
the Observer & Eccentric News-
papers. She can be reached at 
(734) 953-2130 or e-mail at sca-
sola @oe. homecomm. net. To 
send a fax, dial (734) 591-7279. 

Fans of the band will f inally 
find it easier to get their hands 
on Hoarse, a live album recorded 
in 1998 at The Bluebird Theatre 
in Denver and Bataclan in' Paris. 
"We did that as a little plus for 
our fans, to make a little extra 
money on the road. But the prob-
lem is, we're selling as much of 
these as Secret South." 

16 Horsepower finally decided 
to release Hoarse on Checkered 
Past Records. Until now, it ha s 
only been a v a i l a b l e t h r o u g h 
mai l -order . " I t ' s j u s t rea l ly a 
compilation of older songs, before 
Secret South," said Tola. "We 
didn't really worry about wha t 
songs they were. We were more 
concerned with quality and per-
formance." 

Right after the band's show at 
Detroit's Magic Stick, 16 Horse-
power will begin the European 
leg of t he t o u r , s t a r t i n g in 
Greece. But it won't be much of 
an a d j u s t m e n t , said Tola. He 
feels aud iences vary more by 
region than by country. "In Ger-
many, we know 80 percent of the 
people don ' t u n d e r s t a n d t h e 
words. But we're a little bit more 
popular in Europe than we are 
in Amer ica . One t h i n g ( t hey 
have) in common - they are very 
nice, very supportive. We're very 
fortunate to have such a follow-
ing." 

American Mars' music 
'lingers around sunset' 

Recently added to the bill, 
the Detroit area's own Ameri-
can Mars will open the 16 
Horsepower show. Thomas 
Trimble, the band's voice and 
songwriter is looking forward 
to the show. Here's what he 
had to say to the Observer & 
Eccentric Newspapers: 

Who: 1 6 Horsepower with 
American Mars 
When: 9 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 
17 
Where: Magic Stick, Detroit. 
Tickets: $12 for this 18 and 
older show. Call (313) 961-
8961. 

O&E: How might American Mars be a complimentary choice 
to open this particular show? 

Thomas Trimble: "While I would never compare our band to 
16 Horsepower, I think in many ways we are interested in a lot 
of the same things, musically and lyrically. They are working 
with some very powerful cultural tropes tha t deal in history 
and myth whereas I think we are more interested in trying to 
make sense of the present state of things." 

O&E: How does your music compare to or contrast with 16 
Horsepower? 

TT: "16 Horsepower is a very powerful group. My sense is 
tha t we share a lot of the same influences, Dylan, the Gun 
Club,, Joy Division, but tha t we come at those bodies of work 
from different directions. While they seem to go fur ther into 
night, I think American Mars prefers to linger around sunset." 

O&E: Do you consider yourself a fan? 
TT: "I'm a huge fan. I saw them open for Grant Lee Buffalo 

several years ago and have followed the i r work ever since. 
Their music physically impacts me like almost no other band 
I've ever heard. The Dirty Three is the only other band I know 
of that can do that." 

Look for a new album by American Mars this Spring. So far, 
the working title is No City Fun. 

— Interview by Stephanie Angelyn Casola 

MUSK".!? 

A story of 
premature 
reincarnation. 
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