@ the Library: Find out
what’s happening at the
Canton Public
Library./A3

Embezzlement: The ex-
treasurer of an area
MADD organization faces
-criminal charges. /A8

Heating up: Both sides are
making noise in the
debate over Michigan’s
new concealed weapons
law./A6

Community theater: The

~curtain rises Friday on
Plymouth Theatre Guild’s
presentation of “South
Pacific.” The Genesis
Troupe visits “Our
Town.”/B1

A little bit of Italy: An
interior designer put a
new spin on Old World
charm in his work on a
Birmingham
residence./C1

Benefit: New Morning
School will celebrate the
25th anniversary of their
annual auction in
March./C5
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BY SUE MASON ‘
STAFF WRITER
smason@oe.homecomm.net

Hill and Venoy roads testify to a
young life lost in a horrific crash at the
intersection Saturday evening.

Eight-year-old Travis Miles of Garden

in a high-speed chase with the Canton
police. :

Charged: John Moffitt is wheeled
into his arraignment in 35th Dis-
trict Court Tuesday.

alioons, teddy bears and wilted flow-
ers strapped to a light pole at Cherry

City died when the vehicle in which he was
riding collided with another truck invelved

Felons in flight, cops in pursuit and an 8-year-old boy collide in a

Tragedy on Cherry Hill

“A big part of my
life has been taken
from me and can
never be replaced,”
said his father, Don-
ald Miles, “He was a
very passionate per-,
son. He’d do for oth-
ers before he’d do for
himself.”

Related stories

M Residents com-
ment on police chas-
es, page A4

M Legislation pro-
posed to regulate
police pursuits,
page A4

M Editorial, page A6

Friends, family

members and class-

mates gathered at Uht Funeral Home in
Westland this afternoon to say good-bye to
the youngster, who died just shy of what
would have been his ninth birthday on
March 10.

Travis enjoyed everything — Pokémon,
Power Rangers, World Wrestling Federa-
tion, dinosaurs, making all kinds of music
with his guitars, watching old Godzilla
movies and looking up at the stars.

While mathematics was his best subject
in school, his favorite subject was Spanish.

“He’d come home and try to teach us how
to count in Spanish,” said his step-mother
Cheryl. - '

Travis loved hockey most of all. He
enjoyed playing with his dad in the back
yard of his grandmother’s home on Barton
Street. '

" “Pm surprised 1 dide’t get hockey pucks
through the windows,” said Irene Car-
raway.

Travis watched Red Wings games with |
his father and could identify almost every-
body on his favorite team. -

“He was a definite fan of Brendan Shana-
han,” added his father. “He talked about
getting into hockey and playing for the Red
Wings.” ’

Miles said they had talked about going to

son Travis.

STAFF PHEOTOS BY ToM HAWLEY

Remembering: Donald Miles holds photographs of his

4 facing felony charges

BY CAROL MARSHALL
STAFF WRITER _
emarshall@oe homecomm.net

While the family of a third-
grade boy prepared an untimely
funeral, Wayne County prosecu-
tors Tuesday were preparing
charges against four men, rang-
ing from larceny to first-degree
murder,

Two of the defendants led
Canton Police on a Saturday-
night car chase that resulted in

Miles of Garden City. :
John Moffitt, 38, of Farming
ton Hills pleaded not guilty te
murder, and receiving and con-
cealing stolen property at his
arraignment in 35th District
Court. Police say Moffitt drove
the truck that collided in West-
land with the vehicle in which
Miles was a passenger.
“(Moffitt) made a conscious
decision to flee and elude,”
Canton Public Safety Director

“Please see TRAGEDY, A2

the death of 8-year-old Travis

Please see CHARGES, A3

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER
tbruscato@oe.homecomm,net

Plymouth-Canton school bus drivers
say “we’ve had enough.”

Drivers say the daily stress because
of the lack of drivers to cover routes is
a time-bomb situation that could lead
to students being accidentally injured.

“Morale is extremely low, and the
lack of recruitment of school bus
drivers and monitors is at a chronic
low,” bus driver Del Templeton told the
Board of Education Tuesday night.
“The drivers and monitors are feeling

| Bus drivers boiling over short staffing

P00 T S R S
|| PLYMOUTH-CANTON SCHOOLS

_increased pressure to do more and

more on a daily basis, to the point
some of us feel we could possibly be
endangering our students and our-
selves. Each of us are seeing increased
pressure to cover our scheduled routes,
with routes that are not being covered
because of a shortage of drivers and
monitors.”

Templeton points out there are more
bus runs than drivers are available to
cover. And that fact is acknowledged
by the administration. _

Transportation Director Marv Bartal

- Sparling troupe Sparkles at Summit

Five on the floor: Dancers with the Peter Sparling Dance
Company perform “Possible Dances” Friday at Canton’s
Summit on the Park. Jeanette Leabu Fischer (center) reaches
out during the number as Tim Smola (left) and Michael
Woodberry-Means, (right) kick up their heels. Lisa Johnson
is behind Fischer (at left) Holly Hobbs is behind right, and
Lisa Catrett-Belrose is kneeling in foreground. The modern
darice performance was sponsored by Canton Project Arts.

STAFF PHOTO BY PAUL HURSCEMANN

said the distri¢t has approximately 11
gubstitute drivers to help cover the 100
daily bus routes. However, that does-
n’t compare to the 15 drivers, on a
daily basis, who call off work for vari-
ous reasons. '
“That’s 15 percent, and that’s a con-
cern,” said Bill Taylor, the district’s
interim assistant
superintendent/employee relations and
personnel. “We have enoughsdrivers to
take care of the routes every day, but
the problém is finding enough substi-

Library will close as
project nears finish

BY CAROL MARSHALL
STAFF WRITER
cmarshall@oe homecomm.net

As it enters the home stretch of its
expansion, the Canton Public Library
will shut down for the first time since
the start of construction last January.

The library will be closed to the pub-
lic from Monday, Feb. 19, until Friday,
March 2. During the closure, the
majority of the remaining interior ren-
ovations will be completed. '

Library Director Jean Tabor said the
library will be staffed while it’s closed,
so services such as interlibrary loans

~will still be available.

“We feel bad about closing,” Tabor
said. “Especially during tax season, but
there’s never a good time. At least it’s
not during finals.”

Tabor said the move is necessary to
finish the $6 million expansion and
renovation. Since the project began,
the library has only closed on two nor-
mal business days. :

For a little more than a year, the
library has been in varying stages of

tute drivers. We're looking for them ...
but in what has been a booming econo-
my, it’s been difficult.”

The straw that broke the camel’s
back came this week when a a bus
driver and his wife, who is a monitor
on a special education bus, announced
they were quitting over a dispute about
pay. Nearly 30 bus drivers met Tues-
day morning to vent their frustrations
over the lack of help.

“With them leaving, it’s going to
make the situation worse than it is
now. We can’t cover everything,” said
Heidi Giguere, who has been driving a

See BUS DRIVERS, A2

M Library materiais can be
returned to the library at
the drop boxes, or borrow-
ers can hold them until their
extended due date of

March 3.

renovation, and Tabor said during the
last month, staff has had to be even
more helpful than usual, directing
patrons through the construction.

“We've been committed to staying
open throughout this process,” Tabor
said. “But at this point, it has to be
done.”

The minor inconvenience will be
worth it, however, and Tabor said
when the library re-opens in March, all
will be back to normal, and the library
will be completed. s

Library materials can be returned to
the library at the drop boxes, or bor- /-
rowers can hold them until their/
extended due date of March 3.
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Tragedy frdni page Al

Joe Louis Arena to see a game,
but “we’ll never get to do that.”
Travis, he added, was a Red
Wing in the meaking and was
buried in a Shanahan jersey.

A third-grader at Memorial
Elementary School, Travis was
“a kind, considerate and very
loving little boy who would do

_anything for his best buddy,”
Robby Spellman, said Principal
Mary Horner.

“Robby was his best friend. He

has cerebral palsy and couldn’t
go out for recess all the time.
Travis was always the first one
to ask if he could stay in with
him,” Horner said.

“Robby and Travis rave been
together since kindergarten,”
added his father. “Travis would
get aside his lunch recess to be
with Robby. He would go get his
food for him. In reading class,
he’d go get Robby’s stuff before
his.”

Students in Travis’ third-grade
class heard about the tragedy
from their parents, who had
been contacted by either Horner
or their teacher, Linda Wasil.

The district also had six psy-
chologists at the building Mon-
day to meet with the staff before
school and work with the chil-
dren. Horner anticipated that
they would be at the school all
week.

“Our main concern is dealing
with the children, making sure
they feel safe. Even the staff
comes second today,” said
Horner. “Travis has been here
since kindergarten. He’s one of
our Memorial kids. It’s a sad day

| CANTON 6
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here at Memorial.”

Students have made cards for
#he family and a bus was avail-
able to take those classmates
who wanted to attend the ser-
vice at the funeral home.

“We’re thinking of what else
we can do to comfort them,”
Horner said. “The family is just
devastated.”

The family said the communi-
ty’s response to what has hap-
pened is more than they ever
expected. They can’t believe how
their family and friends and
even strangers have pulled
together to help.

A flower shop donated the
flowers for the funeral. Kinko’s
donated its printing services
and Dr. James Armstrong of
Garden City Hospital called the
family Monday to tell them he
would pay for the funeral.

Armstrong had performed an
appendectomy on Travis two
weeks ago and was moved by
the family’s plea for financial
assistance in wake of the acci-
dent.

“Travis was just like any other
kid ~ full of energy,” Armstrong
said. “The operation went well
and he went home the next day.
The irony of the situation stayed
with me, and I felt that I should
offer to pay for the cost of the
burial.”

“I can’t thank him enough,”
said Miles. “It shows how a com-
munity can come together. It’s
too bad it had to be because
something like this happened.”

“We’ve never had to face
something like this before,” said
Travis’ grandfather, Rolland
Carraway, who recalled how
excited Travis was to have a
brother, Cheryl’s son Shawn, 7.

' “It’s something you can’t prepare

for. It happens and you’re numb
and devastated.”

Close with both Shawn and his
cousin, Jamie Sherwin, the three
youngsters had lived together for
a time in Carraway’s house and

STAFF PHOTO BY TOM HAWLEY

Sad scene: Teddy bears, balloons and cards adorn a
light pole at Venoy and Cherry Hill where 8-year-old

Travis Miles lost his life.

were very close. They were told
about Travis’ death Monday
afternoon.

“Shawn and Jamie are emo-
tional,” said Jamie’s mother,
Dawn. “Travis was the strong
child. He wouldn’t cry unless he
was really hurt.”

" Travis ig survived by his par-
ents, Donald and Cheryl Miles

and Roxanne and Michael Dowd;
brothers, Shawn Layton, S
Michael Dowd Jr. and Drew

Colvin; sister, Mariana Dowd;
and grandparents W. Michael
Miles, Ronald and Gail Trues- * |
dell, Rolland and Irene Car-
raway and Michael and Marjorie =
Dowd.

bus for three years. “When
someone calls in sick, we’re
asked to cover some stops, and it
puts everyone behind. Then it
snowballs. By the time we get to
the elementary school routes in
the morning (after high school
and middle school runs), parents
are calling wondering where the
bus is.

“We’re constantly trying to
make up time,” she added.
“What’s going to happen when
someone gets hurt?”

“We can’t get enough drivers
because there are other districts
that pay more,” said another
driver, who asked to remain
anonymous for fear of retribu-
tion. “Many drivers are getting
their training here, and then

Bus drivers ...

H School officials met
with union representa-
tives Wednesday morn-
ing, iooking for ways to
find much-needed help.

going to places like Farmington
where they get benefits, even as
a part-time driver., We have a
lot of single moms driving buses,
and they need the benefits.
Plus, many districts pay more.”

Taylor said the situation is not
an easy one to gvercome.

“We pay substitute drivers for
two hours, just to be here in the
morning,” he said. “However, I
hear there are some places that

pay four hours,

money issue.”
Taylor and Bartal met with

union representatives Wednes-

It’s always a

day morning, looking for ways to

find much-needed help. ,
Bus drivers are suggesting the
district make contact with work-
ers who are being laid off at
DaimlerChrysler and other busi-
nesses in the area, advertising in
local newspapers and employ-
ment guides, as well as putting
announcements in newsletters
that are sent home to parents.
“If we could strike, we proba-
bly would,” said an unidentified
driver. However, after a pause,
she said,” In reality, we probably
wouldn’t. We don’t want the
kids to suffer because of this.”

by Steve Mansfield

TURNING THINGS
UPSIDE DOWN

It bears repeating that the
rules of floral arrangement are
meant to be broken, or ignored
entirely, That is certainly the
case when it comes to a new
trend involving a topsy-turvy
look. What sets this look apart
from others is that it takes
convention and literally stands it
on its head. It abandons the
notion of the . traditional
arrangement, which calls for a
floral  arrangement to be
composed of one-third vase and
two-thirds flowers. The topsy-
turvy arrangement calls for the
stems of long-stemmed flowers
to be cut sufficiently short so
that the flower/vase ratio is
reversed. The result is a rounded
mass of blooms that covers the
top of the container. The effect is
quite eye-catching.

The only real rule in floral
arrangement is to let your
imagination guide you in your
creation. For more tips on
flowers and the best service in
town, call us at HEIDE'S
FLOWERS & GIFTS, at 453-
5140, or visit = our website at
www.heidsflowers.com. Located
at 995 W. Ann Arbor Trail, -
Plymouth, we love to share our.
knowledge with our customers.
Worldwide  wire '. service is
available, and your satisfaction
is always assured. Since 1899,
we have been dedicated to
providing quality and service to
our community. Look for our
next article in two weeks.

HINT: You can also achieve the
topsy-turvy look with a hand-
tied bouquet by tying a ribbon
snugly just below the flower
heads, thereby encouraging the
stems to flare out.

L1026997

10 Biggest Mistakes With
IRA / 401(k) / 403(b)

Protect Your Estate
From Taxes & Pmbate

Do you feel like this when you think about how to pull
money out of your 401(k), 403(b), or IRA? Whatever you
do, do NOT make one of the 10 biggest mistakes when
you withdraw your money. It could result in extreme
regret. Come to a free seminar on "TRA/401(k)/403(b)
Mistakes". Maybe we can save you some unnecessary
-grief. Do you know:

—~What a "stretch" IRA is?

~That you may access your IRA money

~ prior to age 3947

- That having too much money in JRA's

could mean an unnecessary tax bill in the future?
~What an frrevocable Life Insurance Trust is?

If you have ever thought about these questions or are
unsure of yourself, attend this seminar. It will cover the
ins and outs of IRA's, 401(k)'s, and 403(b)'s. We will
discuss different distribution techniques as well as
educate you on how to stretch your dollars out the |
| farthest. Please call 1-800-466-2473 to reserve your seat,

.

LIVONIA

PLYMOUTH
Mon., Feb, 19 Wed., Feb. 21
. 8-9:30pm 11:30-1pm
Plymouth Cultural Center Civic Center Library
525 Farmer St. 32777 Five Mile Rd.
NEW HUDSON CANTON
Tues., Feb, 20 Thurs., Feb, 22
8~9:30 pm 6:30-8pm
Lyons Twshp. Library Summit on the Park
27005 S. Milford Rd. 46000 Summit Parkway

“benefits of living trusts and proper estate planning. Topics -

FARMINGTON HILLS

Are you confused about your o,ptionsvor planning your
estate? How to avoid probate? How to minimize the
federal estate tax? Come to a free seminar about the

covered in the seminar include: :
~Living Trusts
- Wills
- Power of Attorney
~ How to avoid probate
~ Minimize or eliminate federal estate tax

Free "'Living Trust'' Seminars

PLYMOUTH NEW HUDSON
Mon., Feb. 19 Tues., Feb. 20 .
6:30-8 pm 6:30-8 pm
Plymouth Cultural Center Lyons Twshp. Library
525 Farmer St. 27005 S. Milford Rd.
LIVONIA
Wed., Feb. 21
10-11:30 am
Civic Center Library
32777 Five Mile Rd.

NORTHVILLE
Wed., Feb. 21
7-8:30pm
City Hall
215W.Main_

Thurs., Feb, 22
1-2:30pm
Costick Activities Center
28600 Eleven Mile Rd.
CANTON
Thurs,, Feb. 22
8-930pm
Summit on the Park
46000 Summit Parkway

Presented by Strategic Legal Services, PC. & Strategic Financial.
Call 800-466-2473 Now to reserve your seat.

Receive a FREE 1 hour consultation to discuss your personal situation when you attend a seminar. A $1 50 Value.
Refreshments Served at all Seminars.
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Charges ffom page Al

John Santomauro said. “Simply
put, he murdered that 8-year-old
child.”

. Moffitt’s passenger, Joseph
Respondek, 43, of Detroit, plead-
ed not guilty to felony larceny
and obstructmg police. The two.
were rldlng in a 1988 Chevy
flatbed pickup truck, which had
been reported stolen from Red-
ford Township in November.,

" Trouble inevitable

- Santomauro said in a Tuesday
press conference Respondek and
Moffitt, along with two other
men, had spent the day using
heroin and cocaine. Upon deplet-
ing their drug supply they need-
ed cash to buy more drugs and
headed to a residential construc-
tion site, and were caught in the
process of stealing roofing shin-
gles, Santomauro said.

Two patrol cars arrived on the
site near Cherry Hill and Beck
roads and stopped two vehicles.
Both vehicles appeared to be
loaded with construction materi-
al.

Suspects in one of the vehicles,
Joseph Foreman, 54, of Farming-
top Hills, and Virgil Cagle, 47, of
Detroit, were both taken into
custody without incident. They
were arraigned Tuesday on
felony larceny and obstructing
police, and misdemeanor larceny
charges respectively.

- . Both men pleaded not guilty.
All four defendants were
remanded to the Wayne County
Jail pending a Feb. 26 prelimi-
nary examination in 35th Dis-
trict Court. Moffitt is being held
without bond, and the other
three are being held on a
'$10,000 cash bond.

Chase described

Police gave this account of the
chase on Cherry Hill, which
reached speeds as high as 70
mph,in a 40 mph zone:

An officer asked Respondek
and Moffitt for identification, at
which point Moffitt accelerated
quickly, causing the pickup to
fishtail and strike the officer.
~ Moffitt and Respondek headed
east, pursued by Canton officers.
The flatbed truck ran through at
least seven red lights.

At Cherry Hill and Venoy, the
truck barreled through a red
light and was struck by a 1999

Joseph Respondek

Chevy S-10 pickup truck that
was traveling south on Venoy,
Westland police Officer Tom
Lessnau said.

Travis was a passenger in that
S-10, which was driven by his
neighbor and longtime family

friend, 25-year-old Michele"

Burgess.

The impact of the collision
spun the Chevy S-10 into the
westbound lanes of Cherry Hill
where it came to rest Lessnau
said.

The flatbed truck slid side-
ways, rolled over and landed
upright in the driveway of
Toarmina’s Pizza, on the south-
east corner of Cherry Hill and
Venoy, he said.

Moffitt’s vehicle then acceler-

"ated, the wheels spun and it took

off north across the east and
west lanes of Cherry Hill, where

" it struck the Chevy S 10 again,

Lessnau said.

Moffitt’s truck rammed into
Burgess’ vehicle, ‘hitting it
broadside on the passenger side
where Miles was ndmg, Lessnau
said.

According to accident investi-
gator Officer Jack McIntosh,
Moffitt’s truck apparently
careened across Cherry Hill
because its accelerator was
stuck.

Police couldn’t determme with
certainty which collision caused
the boy’s death or ‘whether bot-

Tickets now available
for AAUW ‘Peter Pan’

The Plymouth-Canton AAUW
will stage the children’s classic
fairy tale, Peter Pan, March 1-3
at the O’Leary Auditorium adja-
cent to Garden City High School,
6500 Middlebelt, Garden City.

- Show times are 7:30 p.m.
March 1; and 10 a.m., 1 p.m. and
3 p.m. March 3.

General admission tickets at

$4 will be on sale Tuesday-

Dld you know?

. M Geronimo, American Apache
Indian, was born on Feb. 17,
‘1829, and died on Feb. 17, 1909‘7
- The week of Feb. 18-24 is
International Friendship Week?.
. M Tuesday, Feb. 20, is Hoodie-

‘Hoo Day? All northern hemi-.

'sphere citizens are asked to go
-outdoors at high noon and yell
“Hoodie-Hoo” to chase away win-
ter and get ready for spring.

~ l The Washington Monument
was dedicated in Washington,
-D.C., on Feb. 21, 18857

"~ B To ward off fleas from your
‘pet’s sleeping area, sprinkle a
few drops of lavender oil in the
-area? Fleas hate lavender oil.

-l Mealworms will avoid pasta
‘and grains if you keep a
wrapped slice of Spearmint gum
in or near the products?

Web Watch

"Check out these Web sites:
B www.bgca.org

-l www.buybuddy.com

.l www.koala.net

B www.socialcritic.org

B www.africam.com

Thursday Feb. 13-15 at all Ply-
mouth-Canton and Garden City
schools. Remaining tickets will
be available Feb. 23-28 at the
Little Book Shoppe on the Park
in downtown Plymouth, or they
may be purchased at the door
before performances.

For ticket information call
(734) 416-7436 during business
hours.

Q&A
Q: Who invented ketchup?
A: The original name for what

- we know as ketchup was ke’-

tsiap. The sauce was invented in

_China in the 17th century and

was the brine of pickled fish or
shellfish. It was made from fish
entrails, vinegar and hot spices.
The Chinese exported the sauce
to the Malay Peninsula where it
was called kechap. The
Malayans sold the kechap to
English sailors, who brought it
back to England. The English
substituted mushrooms for the
fish entrails and in 1792, the
sauce was referred to as catsup
and included tomatoes as a
main ingredient. ‘
Source: 10,001 Food Facts

Library construction update
The library will be closed to the
public from Feb.. 19-March 2 for
lobby construction and comple-
tion of the Adult Department.
For information, visit the pro-
posed floor plan and photo
album of the expansion at:
www.cantonpl.org

For teen readers

Here are some books for teens
and young adults:

B The Creative Jeweler by
Sharon McSwiney

B Jesse Ventura by Michael V.
Uschan

B Amazing Gracie A Dogs Tale
by Dan Dy and Mark Beckloff

Virgil Cagle

m a y

have contributed to it.

Both trucks sustained extensive
damage, Lessnau said.

A Westland police car arriving
on the scene slid into the driver’s
side of the flatbed truck, causing
only minor damage, Lessnau
said.

Miles was declared dead at the
scene. Burgess was transported
to Annapolis Hospital in Wayme,
where she was treated and

Joseph Foreman

released the next
morning.

Moffitt was admitted to Saint
Joseph Hospital for his injuries.

Sending a messége

Santomauro said the charges
“send a very clear message that
this person (Moffitt) is responsi-
ble for, and his actions directly
caused, this death.”

.Mike Duggan, Wayne County

prosecutor, defended the police
pursuit. He said if the police had
not pursued, and Moffitt had
simply driven away, desperate
for cash, he could have just as
likely tned to rob a convenience
store and shot the clerk. (Moffitt
was not armed.) .

“Then you’d be asking why
your police let them get away,”
Duggan said.

“We're going to charge very
aggressively every ﬁeemg and

' 1nvest1gat10n supported the offi- -

"said, has been on the Canton

“tributed to this story.

&
i

eludlng case whether there’s an:
injury or not,” Duggan said. I,‘
want them to understand when -
they make decisions like this, 'v
they may not get out of prlson
for the rest of their lives.”
Santomauro said an lnternal

cer’s decision to pursue and his .
compliance with the depart--
ment’s guidelines. He said that®
throughout the chase, the officer -
calmly transmitted information
concerning his speeds and loca-
tion and consistently evaluated -
road conditions, hghtmg and
traffic.

“At no time, prlor to.the acci-
dent, were hazardous conditions’
1dent1ﬁed that would require ter- -
mination of the pursuit.” he said. -

The officer driving the primary .
pursuit vehicle, Santomauro

Police force for seven years and -
is a field-training officer. The
night of the pursuit and crash,
he was training a new officer,
who was also in the patrol car.
“Certainly the severity of their
initial actions is not worth the
life of a child. But the initial act
did warrant the pursuit,” San-
tomauro said, explaining the two
were in a stolen vehicle, commit-
ting a larceny, and had nearly
run over an officer. '
Stoff writer Darrell Clem con-’
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Public divided over high-speed chases

BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER
dclem@oe.homecomm.net

The death of 8-year-old Travis
Miles, killed Saturday night in a
Westland accident involving a
high-speed police chase from
Canton, has stirred intense emo-
tions and renewed the debate
over whether officers should pur-
sue fleeing suspects.

Craig and DeAn Lowery of
Westland thought about their 5-
month-old daughter Sydney,
safely tucked in bed, after they
heard that Travis had been
killed at the same Venoy-Cherry
Hill intersection where Craig
Lowery runs a Toarmina’s Pizza
shop. He wasnt working at the
time.

“My wife went in to get Syd-
ney, and she just held her and
teared up,” Lowery said Monday
afternoon inside his pizzeris,
where a picture of Sydney hung
on the wall.

Outside, deep, muddy tire
tracks could be seen where two
suspects — chased in a stolen!
truck by police — ran off the
road, flipped over and landed
upright in Toarmina’s driveway
after colliding with a pickup in
which Travis, a Garden City boy,
was riding.

Craig Lowery.said he isn’t
sure that Canton. police, eventu-
ally joined by Westland officers,
should have chased the suspects
at 60-70 mph along Cherry Hill
over allegations that the two
suspects were in a stolen truck
and had been stealing from a
home-construction site.

“If it’s a high-speed chase for a
stolen truck — let them go,” Low-
ery said. “I would oppose that.
It’s not like Los Angeles where
we have helicopters that can fol-
low them.”

But Lowery conceded that

police officers have a difficult job
knowing when to chase suspects.

“Where do you draw the line?
It’s so hard to tell,” he said.

“There are so many factors. But,

for me, I think it would have to
be a drive-by shooting or a mur-
der or something like that.”

Carole Nutt, a Garden City
mother of two, said she was sick~
ened by Travis’ death, and she
criticized police ofﬁcers for Sat-
urday’s chase.

“I feel nauseous is how I feel,”
she said. “It could have been my
kid. There was no reason for this
unless they’re chasing a guy who
has an AK-47 hanging out his
window.”

Previous experience

Nutt spoke out last year after
a high-speed chase started in
Westland and spilled over into

her Garden City neighborhood. -

The suspect was driving with a
suspended license and an
improper license plate.

“That’s no excuse (for a high-
speed chase),” Nutt said. “It was
5 p.m. on a Saturday — a sunny,
summer day — and my daughter
and her friend had been out in
the street on bikes and roller
blades, taking turns pulling each
other.”

Steve Rize, 56, said he believes
that police officers should pursue
fleeing suspects to try to capture
them,

“I support that,” the Westland
resident said Monday, sitting
inside N&N Coney Island at
Cherry Hill and Venoy.

Rize and two passengers were
traveling from Canton to West-
land on Saturday night when he
saw a truck and polite cars rush-
ing up behind his car on Cherry
Hill near Lotz.

“The road was deserted, and
we were all alone,” Rize said.

“Then I saw the police cars com-

Law would help
clarify police
pursuit policy

BY JONI HUBRED
STAFF WRITER
jhubred@oe,homecomm.net

Police officers in the majority
of police departments across the
state are trained to handle the
kind of high-speed chase that
killed é4n 8-year-old Garden City
boy Saturday, according to
Michigan Association of Chiefs
of Police President Bill Dwyer.

However, legislation will be
proposed in the next few days
that would offer all communities
a model policy that Sen. William
Van Regenmorter, R-Hud-
sonville, chairman of the Senate
Judiciary committee, believes
will better protect both residents
‘and police officers.

Dwyer, who serves as chief in
Farmington Hills, couldn’t say
all departments have policies
about. high-speed chases, but he
believes most do.

“There probably are some gen-
eral standards that have been
estabhshed, he said. “Our order
would probably mirror that in
other departments.”

The Hills’ general policy
allows pursuits at high speeds
when an officer has reason to
believe the person being pur-
sued has committed or has
attempted to commit a serious
felony. The policy also incorpo-
rates a section of state law that
allows police officers to violate
speed limits when legally
engaged in pursuit, so long as
the officer drives with “due
regard” for the safety of all per-
sons.

“The paramount consideration
in the nature of police pursuit
tactics that are employed as well
as the decision to pursue is ‘rea-
sonableness’,” the policy reads.

That overall standard is con-
sidered in case reviews, which
are conducted in every high-
speed chase, Dwyer said. Inves-
tigations are conducted “no mat-
ter if there is any damage, no
matter what the incident is, no
matter what the outcome,” he
added. v

Asgsistant Chief Marty Bledsoe
is on the administrative team
that reviews high-speed chases.
He said they make their judg-
ments based on in-car video
camera tapes, dispatch tapes
and descriptions from the offi-
cers involved.

. “If there are minor matters of
procedure, we have the supervi-
sor counsel the officer,” he said.
“If there was something consid-
erable ... a real policy violation
... we may choose to discipline
the officer.”

Bledsoe believes having a poli-
cy helps police officers, because
they know their actions will be
reviewed. The decision to follow
a fleeing suspect isn’t an easy
one any more, he said.

“Chases aren’t what they used
to be. Officers will break off a
chase more often than not, and
we don’t do unusual things to
slow it down, like we used to
when we were young officers,”
Bledsoe said.

In addition to new laws, more
heavily traveled roads and
increasing questions of liability,
he believes the public’s percep-
tion of law enforcement and the
use of high- speed chases has

changed the way police handle

pursuits. v

“It’s just the evolution of poli-
tics and attitudes,” Bledsoe said.

That evolution could take
another turn, with legislation
proposed by Van Regenmorter.
He first promoted the idea of
standard policy seven years ago,
after incidents like the one Sat-
urday, which ended tragically in
Westland.

“In doing some research, we
found there were divergent
approaches to pursuits,” he said.
While some communities had
standards, he added, others did
not, “which kind of gives felons
permission to flee.”

His bill would create a com-
mission of experts who would
develop a model policy address-
ing issues such as how, when
and where pursuits should be
conducted. The commission may
be an existing board that
reviews law enforcement stan-
dards or an appointed group of
academics, law enforcement offi-
cials and community leaders.

“The single standard for these
policies should be what’s in the
best interest of the public’s safe-
ty,” he said.

He believes establishing a
model policy will help ensure
chases aren’t conducted except
when necessary — such as when
lives are endangered — and that
they’re carried out in an appro-
priate manner.

B ‘| feel nauseous is how | feel. It could have
been my kid. There was no reason for this unless
they’re chasing a guy who has an AK-47 hangmg

out his window.’

~Carol Nutt

ing, and 1 saw three sets of flash-
ing top lights. I saw a truck in
front of them. I thought it was a
tow truck heading for an acci-
dent, ‘

“When I saw it was a flat-bed
truck, I knew something was
wrong,” he added. “They were
going pretty fast, but thank God
I found a way to get off the road.
The police cars and the truck
slowed down as they passed me.”

Rize learned later about
Travis’ death.

“That’s a shamge about that lit-
tle boy,” Rize said.

Some people interviewed near
the fatal accident site had opin-
ions much stronger than those of
Lowery and Rize, but they didn’t
want their names used. .

One man said the suspect driv-
ing the truck should be publicly
hanged at the intersection, let-
ting others learn from his mis-
take. Another man said that, if
his child had been killed like
Travis, he may have killed the

@

suspect at the scene.

Westland Police Chief Emery
Price, who went to the accident
scene, said it’s never easy to
decide whether officers should
chase fleeing suspects. In West-
land, he said a commanding offi-
cer from the police station either
gives officers the approval to

_start a pursuit or tells them to

back off.

Judgement calls

The commanding officer also
can cancel a pursuit at any time.

“We've done that on a number
of occasions,” Price said. “These
are judgment calls. It’s spur of
the moment. In that few seconds
you have to make a decision.”

During Saturday’s chase, Can-
ton officers led the pursuit, fol-
lowed by Westland police.

“The person you're in pursuit
of actually starts it by not stop-
ping,” Price said, adding later,
“If you don’t pursue these peo-
ple, they're never going to stop

for you.”
To never 1n1t1ate pursmts

"Price said, would send a message

to criminals that they can easily
escape.

“Does that make it any easier
for the family of this child to
accept? Absolutely not,” the chief
said. “This is a tragedy. I had
some officers over there (at the
accident scene) who had tears in
their eyes. ... We're all parents
ourselves; and in some cases
grandparents This is Just abso-
lutely terrible.”

The Garden City Police
Department policy gives discre-
tion to officers and command
officers on pursuing suspects
and whether to terminate a pur-
suit. A number of factors are
weighed, including the traffic
flow, time of day, the potential of
the suspects to be violent and
the type of vehicle being driven
by the officer, according to Police
Chief David Harvey.

Local policy

“Generally we don’t chase
someone if we have another way
to identify the suspect,” said
Harvey. “We've had people drive
off after the officer has their
drivers license and confirmed
their identity. They’ll have some-
thing in the car that they don’t
want us to find.”
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Agreeing with Price that police .-
can’t completely stop pursuing
criminals, Harvey said he’d like -
much stiffer penalties for fleeing -
suspects who injure or kill oth- *
ers. - :
“You should go to prison fo1
the rest of your life, if you kil
someone in an accident fleeing
police — an innocent bystander o1
the police dfficer. Or if the police
officer kills someone in an acci
dent during a chase,” said Har
vey. “You made the choice tc
speed up and flee. You'’re done.”

Fleeing police is now a felony -
which Harvey said is ar
improvement over the time wher
it was only a misdemeano:
crime, '

The majority of chases involv-
ing Garden City officers occur or
the midnight shift when more
drunken drivers are on the roac
and there is less traffic, Harvey
said.

“Officers still have to use gooc
judgment and our criteria. Every
two years we send each police
officer to a training course or
operating a vehicle at a high rate
of speed,” said Harvey. “We're |
good about keeping newer vehi-
cles, so we won't crash or have ¢ '
wreck due to vehicle failure.” ’

Staff writer LeAnne Rogers
contributed to this story.
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Metro chief says Washington will act if mechanics strike

BY RICHARD PEARL
STAFF WRITER
rpearl@oe.homecomm.net

Wayne County Airports Direc-
tor Lester Robingon says Wash-
ington will act if the mechanics
union calls a strike against
Northwest Airlines at Detroit
Metro Airport next month.

“I personally believe that the

federal government will step in

... and Keep people flying” if the
union, whose contract negotia-
‘tions with Northwest have
reached an impasse, strikes at
midnight March 12. Metro is
Northwest’s hub, handling 75
percent of the roughly 35 million
passengers using the airport
annually.

Robinson’s comments on a pos-
sible strike, which virtually
would shut down Michigan’s
largest airport, came Friday dur-
ing a wide-ranging discussion
with Observer editors and
reporters about the county-
owned-and-operated airport.

The meeting was arranged by
Wayne County Commissioner
Lyn Bankes, R-Livonia, to give
Robinson a chance to present his
side on such topics as the possi-

ble strike, airport expansion and’

the ongoing state probe of Metro
contracts and bidding proce-
dures.

Joining Robinson were Daniel
O. Kerber, county airports
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A

deputy director, and Michael
Conway, airports external rela-
tions director and two of Con-
way'’s staff members.

Bankes was unable to attend
but was represented by her
assistant, Debbie Wanamaker.

March 12 is the earliest a

-strike in the 5-year-old labor dis-

pute could happen. But some
observers say that President
George W. Bush likely will call a
presidential emergency hoard to
draw up a settlement proposal

-and thereby delay any strike for
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3 SIX MILE ROAD (TAKE THE SIX MILE ROAD EXIT OFF INTERSTATE 275).

another 60-days. -

Robinson said Delta Airlines
“may put on more flights” out of
Metro were a strike to happen,
but would only be able to fly out
of the international terminal,
which has just six gates.

Fewer non-stops
. Non-stop service also would be
greatly reduced, he said.
Kerber, the-deputy director,

added that low-fare carriers’

“really won't throw on extra air-
craft because they don’t have
them and they really don’t like
to do that to each other.” What-
ever slack a Spirit or Trans Air
picks up “won’t be much,” he
said. .

As for the probe of airport
dealings being investigated by a
special state Senate subcommit-
tee, Robinson said the airport is
“continuing to cooperate with
them” and have state audltors
in. :

. However, it’s not an audit, he

- said, but a “preliminary review,

which means they do everything
ghort of an actual audit.”

He attacked what he described
as “conjecture and innuendo and

rumotr about things that they*

(committee) haven't set down as
fact.”

He said he believes what
they’ll find is “maybe some man-
agement lapses” dating back to

the mid-1950s and early 1990s.

Robinson, who became airports
director last year and is a former
airports finance director, said his
department has “disproved”
accusations about not advertis-
ing for or taking bids on con-
tracts.

He said old newspapers have
shown that, on most of the con-
tracts, there were bids and ads,
reducing the state’s “exception
rate” from “as high as 16 or 20
(down) to 2.”

‘Robinson said criticism of the
recently expired Metro Cars con-
tract and the new contract are
examples. .

He said the 1990 contract was
for five years with a five-year
extension - not a no-bid exten-
sion, as has been charged.

‘Enough cars’
Robinson said the new con-

tract went to Metro Cars because

it was the only bidder that had
“enough cars” — 110 vehicles of
the Lincoln, Cadillac or Chrysler
variety — to provide what the air-
port feels is adequate service.

Kerber said Metro is running
90 sedans and “there’s times
when there’s no cars available.”

Robinson emphasized Metro
Cars is not a limousine service —
“My concept of a limo is a stretch
vehicle,” Robinson said.

Rather, Metro is a luxury

sedan service that is “an alterna-
tive ... to the taxicab ... a little
bit upscale (to) help dress up otir
service area. I think it was suc-
cessful, I really-do,” he said.

He said Metro Airport still has
problems with taxicab services
regarding “improving their vehi-
cles, improving their demeanor,
improving their appearance.”

- He said the sedans cost 15 per-
cent more than taxis and defend-
ed providing them as an impetus
to taxis to “add a positive bene-
fit” by improving themselves and
their service. The sedans also
give Metro passengers a choice
among taxis, commuter vans or
limos.

But, while Metro ‘doesn’t
restnct limousines from provid-
ing service, there’s not enough
curb space for them to simply
wait for unscheduled customers,
he said.

Robinson said that, when
“ground transportation” includes
the sedans, cabs and vans,
Detroit Metro beats Atlanta’s
Hartsfield Airport in revenue,
$280,000 per year to $100,000.

Difficulties in-process

He defended extensions on
contracts, noting that, among
other things, “it’s difficult some-
times to get contracts through
our whole process, including the
County Commission.” '

He said approvals have taken

several months, resulting in con--

tract extensions because *“we
have to serve the public.”
He warned the commission,

however, that changes he's insti-

tuting will mean “three to four
times more material going to
them for approval.”

He said, “Staff is a little frus-
trated with me because I want to

bxd all the extensions and all the
change orders to the contracts.

“l don’t necessarily think
that s the right thing to do, but
we're doing it to remove any
cloud whatsoever on the way we
operate.

“We run a tight business prac-

Atlce and that’s the way we Want

to keep it,” he said.

Robmson reiterated that
alleged cost overruns on signage
and lighting at the airport a few
years ago were the result of fed-

¥

eral demandsethat the work be

completed months sooner.than

originally contracted. It required -
hiring more people, he said and

was further complicated becausev

“You can only work on (the pro-
ject) when the Federal Aeronau-

RPN

tics Administration gives you

permission.”

He also defended Parking Lot -
15 as being “for people who:do -
business with the airport (and -
for those) who have ... helped us -
in the past,” such as former Gov. .

Jim Blanchard, who helped get
the airport federal funding.

" He said other businesses do
the same thing and added, “The
fact is, there are more Republi-

cans in there than there are -

Democrats currently.”
But, he said, there will be no

such special lot in the new -

11,600-space parking building

adjacent to the new midfield ter- -
minal, scheduled to opén in

December.
“We're going to have spots for

- vans and parking operations

people, and Northwest can park -
some of their employees. But no

special lot,” Robinson said.

‘He predicted that, when the
new Northwest terminal opens,
“our image is going to change
into-something very positive.”

Airport official named
national committee chair

Michael Conway, director of
external relations at Detroit
Metropolitan Wayne County Air-
port, has been appointed mar-
keting and communications com-
mittee chairman of the Airports
Council International ~ North
America.

Conway will assist in policy
development, public awareness

campaigns and program plan-

ning for ACI-NA, the main advo-

-cacy group for airports in the

United States and Canada.

-He is the first metro-Detroit
airport executive to serve in an
ACI-NA leadership role since
James Davey was chairman in
1974, Davey managed Detroit
Metro from 1960-75.

Arts & Leisure
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in The Observer
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- ALL ANNUITIES Are NOT Created EQUAL!
You need ANSWERS to many important questions regarding YOUR ANNUITY, Some annuities
today are paying 8%* to 12%* per year with NO RISK to your principal. Find out what
- Insurance Companies and Banks DO NOT WANT YOU TO KNOW!

IRA’s qualify too!
Call for your FREE educationai booklet on “ARP”... '
“Annuity Rescue Program” ) ¥
A booklet designed to help yon resolve the financial facing today.
For Your FREE Copy Call... :

To!l FREE 1-800-741 7?60 (24HOURS)
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Why clutter your driveway -
when you can rely on

_Observer & Eccentric
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With one quick call, you can
send your messgae to
thousands of ready buyers.

http:/www;oeonline.com .

b .

And you'll reach them when
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for item’s to buy - not just
when they happen to be
passing by your driveway.

So park your vehicle in the
Observer & Ecceéntric
Classifieds!
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O&E On-Line!

You can shop
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Fatal chase leaves many
questions, few answers

Who will take responsibility for the
death of Travis Miles? v

We speak not just of criminal responsi-
bility or civil redress. But who will have
the guts to stand up as a human being
and tell Donald Miles and Roxanne
Dowd:“I'm sorry. My thoughtless actions
killed your son™ =

Certainly not John Moffitt and Joseph
Respondek, convicted felons who refused
to surrender to police Saturday night and
led officers on a high-speed chase for

cers deliberately failed to follow chase

 guidelines then maybe blame can be

assessed.

The question of responsibility is, of
course, paramount. But there are many
other guestions in the wake of events
that unfolded Saturday along Cherry Hill

_ Road. And there are no easy answers.

For example, the public needs to know:

M Did police officers follow department

policy in initiating the chase? Santomau-
ro insists they did.

I'M HAVING
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FOR DINNER.

-
et T L Ll

AN

\ A

\,

— s

wmmyEsae SIFSNTETELAR! (NEINE/

- CawmEARQIRERNI!

‘Thursday, February 15, 200

HANNIBAL

(THE POTHOLE)

A MICHIGAN ROADS rm

/

e

|orzuen'3 Bgso |

: :ﬁght h Cmitles M Should the pursuit have been aban-
anrc;m\gNest?zn%n doned when the fleeing felons
The decision to Both men plea a approached the township limit?
pursue must be ed not guilty M Was a chase necessary to apprehend )
1 s Tuesday to a Moffit and Respondek when police had
made wi th_ the variety of two othersuspects in custody?
same deliber- charges stem- W Is chasing suspects involved in a . _ . . . '
ateness and ming from the nonviolent property crime a wise decision | [l Make a d|fference old so they must be really rare. tive corrective actions can be taken to .-
ini hat resulting crash and a smart use of public safety . ) Chelsea Jurgeon, Megan  prevent future occurrences, the secrecy.
;rammg tha that killed 8. resources? : On}f‘eb. 10, 200%1, n}11y dem('i friends Quinlan, Katelyn Quinlan, policy should be terminated in these
officers appl ) : . ost their son to a high speed police . Y severe cases. A .
when the ‘fp Y year-old Travis ~ We suspect most of these questions, | chace Tt could have been anyone — Nicole Jarkowskf, Ka.thryn The FIA Treatment Plan should be
y draw . of Garden City. and others, won’t be resolved until the you, me, your neighbor, friend or rela- Turgeon, Johanna Clair, Kirsten ) 405 oo octablished — In Ariana’s -
' 1 lawyers have at it. That’s an unfortunate | i . cve : ’ Slater, Leah Varga, Kristin - P
a weapon. Apparently not tive, even your child. ter, £a, case the FIA and Macomb County

the Canton Pub- reality in today’s litigious world and one " Burns, Mirando Madias, Kirbi

It was not 8 a.m. when traffic is low, Family Court ended the state’s super- .

lic Safety ﬁ“‘e. reason why Travis’ parents won't be | ¢ yather early on a busy weekend Fagan, Liz Clago, Jenny Mizzi, vision of the family without completion
‘Department, Hhearing an apology or explanation any- | evepning The officers were chasing the Maggie Gearns, Erica Ley, Alex  of the treatment plan. Within a few
which, even as it timesoon. _ ' truck that plowed into my friend’s lit- Poramlo, Maria, Catherine, Jeff ~months, Ariana was murdered by
!auncheq an The Observer believes the pursuit of | tle boy because the driver had been ? ’ Bord and I” repetitive blunt head injuries over
v internal investi- fleeing suspects is a tool that must be | stealing. . ora and tage. i e and drowning, according to the
gation into the incident; took ample time available to law enforcement agencies. |  An 8-year-old boy lost his life over Plymouth Students 1. gical examiner. v
in public statem_e_nts to qistancg itself There is truth in the argument that fail- | stolen goods. . The State Board of Education :
from any culpability. While calling the ure to do so only encourages a lawless |  His family will never see him gradu- should develop standards to help iden- .
crash a true tragedy, Canton Public Safe-  society. ate, play sports or have a family. If . tify abused children in school - Once ~
ty Director John Santomauro reminded Byt the decision to pursue must be | this makes you angry, sad or maybe H Do better for our kids these children are identified, they

all that it wasn’t the pursuing officers
who allegedly broke into a home con-
struction site and took off to avoid arrest.

And definitely not the Michigan
Supreme Court, which in a 2000 decision,
stemming from two fatal police chases in
Detroit, ruled that police officers and
municipalities could only be held respon-
sible in cases where they are “grossly
negligent” and directly responsible for
the death. In other words, if the patrol
car is involved in a fatal crash and offi-

CCW talk is turning ugly

hold your children a little closer, then
please take the time to e-mail, write or
phone your elected officials. .

I understand the officers felt they
were doing their job. I always support,
them and their efforts. However, I also
believe high speed chases should only
be used under extreme circumstances.

Does it make sense that a little boy
dies and the general public was put at
risk over a crime of theft?

A few moments of your time is all it
takes: Make a phone call, send a letter .
or an e-mail. The next time it could be
your child.

would be referred to the FIA for inves-
tigation. In addition, teachers should . -
be called on to testify in court when
they feel abused children are at great
risk. The school system, in many N
cases, is the only situation where pro-
fessionals have exposure to these trag-
ically abused children. R
Increase Counseling or Coursework ,
to improve behavior modification — -
According to a panel of 18 child wel-
fare experts who reviewed the Swinson
case, court officials relied too much on-’
a six-week anger management course.
Birth control classes, counseling and
certification should be required for
parents who have child abuse records
- Financial penalties, in the form of
reduced welfare funding should be con-
sidered when abusive parents continue
to have children.

made with the same deliberateness and
training that officers apply when they
draw a weapon. This, after all, is what a
motor vehicle becomes as it hurtles down
the road at 70 mph or more.

And we demand that law enforcement
agencies accept responsibility for the out-
come of their actions. It’s part of what
makes our government accountable to its
people. The Miles family deserves at
least that much.

A recent Detroit Free Press report
detailed some very serious child abuse
issues. The series noted that at least
22 Michigan children have died of
abuse or neglect in the last three
years, under the protection of the
state’s child welfare system.

This report, using the tragic exam-
ple of murdered 2- year-old Ariana
Swinson, exposed dangerous flaws in a
system that identifies 24,500 abused
or neglected children each year. The
following, taken from the Free Press
series and other sources, describes the
primary flaws or issues in the system,
with associated possible corrective
actions. = . ,

Reduce FIA Caseloads — Children’s
Protective Services and FIA foster care
workers have ongoing caseloads of 28

Christina Taylor

M Raises questioned

While thousands of local auto work-

- on both sides of issue

Nothing like the prospect of a new gun
law to get everybody up in arms. Bad
puns aside, December’s passage of “shall
issue” legislation loosening the require-
ments for obtaining concealed weapons
permits has stoked feelings on both sides
of the issue and created an atmosphere
;)vhere civil debate may be difficult at

est.

We're seeing it in Canton, where some
opponents of the new law feel threatened
in their efforts to put the issue before
voters. And at least one supporter ques-
tions whether others have a right to
interfere with his constitutional rights.

The Observer urges all parties to
remember that while the free expression
of ideas and efforts to persuade others
that your cause is just are a special part
of American society, free speech stops
short of harassment — either physical or
verbal. , :

The CCW law — passed during the leg-
islature’s lameduck session, signed by
Gov. John Engler and scheduled to take
effect July 1 — changes the way permits
are issued. Applicants no longer have to
prove their need before a local gun board.
Instead, permits must be issued provided
the applicant has no criminal record or
history of mental illness. Applicants
must complete an eight-hour training
course and restrictions prohibit the car-
rying of a concealed weapon on- school
property, in churches or at large gather-
ings. :

A political action committee, People
Who Care About Kids, is looking to col-
lect 151,000 signatures in order to put
the issue on the ballot next year. The
effort is headed up by Michigan Attorney
General Jennifer Granholm and Mike
Duggan, Wayne County prosecutor.

It appears both sides are well orga-
nized and preparing for a lengthy, noisy
battle over the legislation. Petitioners
have until March 27 to collect signatures,
a tall task for sure.

Canton resident Ann Marie Graham-
Hudak, vice president of the Livonia

League of Women Voters, is one of those
campaigning for the ballot measure out-
side local churches and other public
venues. Graham-Hudak said she and
others have faced increasingly hostile
counter measures from gun owners who
show up at the same sites. The NRA
posts petition drive locations on its Web
gite, she said. In Wixom, committee
members gave up their effort after they
were shouted down by proponents for the
new law,

-Unfortunately, the legislature
set the tone for the fight by

~ Jamming the law down the
throats of citizens in its fren-
Zied, lameduck session, taking
action after years of testing the
waters and then always decid-

ing the issue was too hot to |

“handle.

Meanwhile, supporters like Dennis
Kabezy said putting a referendum on the
ballot makes little sense. “How many of
your constitutional rights would you
want to be put to a vote?” the Canton res-
ident said in an interview last week.
Kabezy said much of the fervor over the
new law is off target. CCW applicants are
law-abiding citizens, not the gun-toters
the public should be worrying about.

Unfortunately, the legislature set the
tone for the fight by jamming the law
down the throats of citizens in its fren-
zied, lameduck session, taking action
after years of testing the waters and then
always deciding the issue was just too
hot to handle. Putting Lansing’s 11th-
hour action aside, we believe there’s still
plenty of room for reasonable discourse
on the CCW issue. It will be up to the
rest of us to ensure the debate is conduct-
ed that way.

ers are at risk of loging their jobs
the average state employee

decided to give themselves a 14
able considering the importance
will be getting $172,000 this year
$77,400.

Will members of their staffs
those who clean their offices als

ton, he proudly voted against
salary increase for himself, but

very much this will happen.

M Tree is history
The Wilcox tree is 150 years old.

because this tree is the history of
this tree was protected.
beauty. If you were the tree with

cut you down just for a building.

buildings and you shouldn’t need
bad enough to cut down history.

receive only a 2 percent pay increase,
our governor and state lawmakers

cent and 36 percent raise, respectively.
A raise in their salaries is understand-

responsibilities inherent in their jobs,
but this is excessive. The governor

the state representatives will receive

getting 14 percent or 36 percent rais-
es? The governor also receives a very
generous expense account, a car, and a
house to live in at taxpayers expense.
As for Rep. Bruce Patterson, R-Can-

receive the 36 percent raise anyway,
since the Senate refused to vote on the
measure. Since Rep. Patterson reject-
ed the increase, will he be donating
part or all of the money to charity as
so many lawmakers have vowed to do?
This would clearly demonstrate his
opposition to the raise. But I doubt

Thaddeus J. Hejka
- Canton

do not think you should cut it- down
mouth. Maybe it would be better if

These kind of trees live very long. If
we protect it now it can live even

longer, so other people can see its.

of history, you would be a living mys-
tery and you would not want people to

If you cut this tree down now, you'll
regret it later. We have lots of other

have never heard of a tree 150 years.

and 27 children per caseworker,
respectively. The Child Welfare
League of America recommends 17

and
will .

per-
load to acceptable levels.
and .

FIA is supposed to have legal repre-
and

are routinely sent to court without

and lawyers. As a result, workers are

o be

counties for legal representation of
children. The FIA should have con-
tracts in all counties. | v

When Legal Representation is
attained, make sure attorneys meet

the
will -

dren’s attorneys meet face-to-face
before every court hearing. In many

face contact.

made — There currently is little FIA

accountability when errors are made.
Perhaps an impartial outside commis-

W sion should review cases and recom-
e
when serious cases of child abuse

Ply-  oecur.

lots

detail available. v
Terminate the FIA secrecy policy

one

We ¢y at'all times. To investigate root

causes of severe child abuse so effec-

and 15, respectively (national average
is 18 in both cases). Additional case-
workers are needed to reduce the case-

‘Require FIA to Have Legal Repre-
sentation in Court Proceedings — The

sentation for the children in court pro-
ceedings. However, FIA caseworkers

unable to fully inform family court offi-
cials about problems or are unable to
fend off objections, motions, etc., from
parent’s attorneys. Currently the FIA
has contracts in only 22 of 82 Michigan

- takes care of it's most vulnerable, it =

Many of these recommended actions.
to improve the system will cost money .
to implement. The Michigan economy
has generated significant excess rev- .-
enue over the past few years. This
additional revenue should be invested:” i
in the system to improve the safety of =
our children. How much money is one’; |
child’s life worth, to say nothing of the:- |
22 children that have died because of &
system that needs improvement. Most?,
importantly, our society is judged by =
what it does to take care of it’s most -« &
vulnerable — it’s youngest, it’s oldest, =
and it’s disabled. If our Michigan soci-
ety would be judged now on the way it”

might not get a passing grade. We can’-
and should do better. .

with the children when representing
them — A 1998 law requires that chil-

cases this well intentioned but unfund-
ed mandate isn’t complied with. Fund-
ing is necessary to ensure the face-to-

Increase FIA Accountability when
serious procedural or legal errors are

mend appropriate action and penalties

Shift the appointment and report-
ing of the Children’s FIA ombudsman
from the executive branch to a biparti-
san committee of the legislature — In -
addition, confidentiality requirements
should be eliminated from the ombuds-
man’s office so investigations of severe
abuse can have necessary appropriate

when severe child abuse occurs — Cur-
rently the FIA has a strict secrecy poli-

Share your opinions

We welcome your letters to the
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address -and phone number for
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Evaluate both secula’r, féi’th

Way back in 1982, my wife, Kathy, and a num-
ber of other parishioners at-St. Andrew’s church
in Ann Arbor started a feeding program for street
and homeless people

The idea was to give people in need a good
breakfast to start out the day.

It was a good idea then; it’s a good idea now.
The program is still gomg strong, feeding more

than 100 people
8 every day. '

The food, usual-
ly donated by local
groceries and
restaurants and
sometimes (after
all the paperwork
gets filled out)
from federal sur-
pluses, is cheap.
Labor is all volun-
teer. The space
1 used is the parish
i hall, so it's rent-
Y free. If you déenom-

i inate it in ferms of

the outcomes it’s

intended to pro-
vzde breakfasts ~the program is amazingly cost-
effective.

‘Surely, the program at St. Andrew’s and others
like it-are what President George W. Bush has in
mind when he talks about providing public funds
for the good works that faith-based organizations
can provide. The Bush Administration has set up
an Office of Faith-Based Action, designed to
reach out to “faith-based groups that have a
proven record of saving and changing lives.”

Called “charitable choice” by policy wonks, the
interplay between government and faith-based
organizations has been around since the 1996
Welfare Reform Act. Last October, President
Clinton signed a law allowing federal payment to
religious groups that offer mental health services
for youth.

"To be sure, charitable choice is not without its
problems

B Separation of church and state. For example,
Brent Walker, executive director of the Baptist
Joint Committee, calls charitable choice “the
wrong way to do right. ... We think it will result
in invasive regulation and excessive entangle-
ment between church and state.”

At a minimum, it’s certain the volunteers at St.
Andrew’s spend far too much time filling out fed-
eral forms to qualify for surplus food; at a maxi-
mum, it’s no business of the federal government
to tell the folks at St. Andrew’s who to feed
breakfast to.

B Competition for dwindling dollars. Critics
claim public funding for “religious” social purpos-
es risks divertmg scarce funds from “secular”

Phil Power -

social purposes. School vouchers, for example can
be looked on as skimming dollars from pubhc
schools.

B The incapacity of the poor. Although they
don’t often admit it, at heart many critics believe
poor people don’t deserve (or cannot handle)
choosing between (often monopolistic) govern-
ment programs and those offered by faith-based
organizations,

- Lurking behind each of these objections, howev-

er, is a kind of “either-or” mentality that frames

the issue in exclusive terms: Either people will be .

forced into government-funded programs or they
will have no choice other than those sponsored by
religious groups. But as long as funding for both
types of programs — secular or religious — is based
on transparent accountability and cost-effective-
ness in yielding desired outcomes, why cannot we
allow the users of services to be responsible for
their own choices?

Joseph A. Connor, founder and CEO of a Michi-
gan non-profit organization called the Collabora-
tory for Community Support, points out that’
“communities making progress toward solving
these vexing social problems are those that real-
ize that the diversity and multiculturalism of our
communities demand multiple strategies and
many programs delivered by a variety of different
groups united by shared aspirations.”

Connor is worried President Bush’s initiative
could set off a secular-religious contest of ven-
dors, each contesting with the other for program-
matic scraps. He hopes the Office of Faith-Based
Action will work to bring legitimacy to on-going
and effective religious approaches, not in contrast
to but in collaboration with secular strategles
The Collaboratory, for example, is working in
Battle Creek to reduce teen pregnancy by enlist-
ing the support of both Planned Parenthood and
Catholic Social Services.

The key point here is not to frame an activity to
be funded by public dollars as “a program” replete
with designated “responsible agencies,” countless
regulations and the turf that inevitably accompa-
nies both.-

Instead, both public and faith-based organiza-
tions should be evaluated and funded on the basis
of demonstrated success in delivering concrete,
measurable outcomes to people who need and
‘want them.

If the Bush Administration can manage that, it .

will have taken a big step forward in mobilizing -
the compassion and efficiency of both the public
and the private sectors,

Phil Power is chairman of HomeTown Com-
munications Network Inc., the company that
owns this newspaper. He welcomes your com-.
ments, either by voice mail at (734) 953-2047,
Ext. 1880, or by e-mail at ppower@
homecomm.net. .

 Mike Malott

Gov. John Engler got a B, winning high marks

for cutting taxes and showing fiscal restraint, on

a “report card” issued Monday by the Cato.Insti-
tute of Washington, D.C. v

Now, a B ain’t bad. It certainly shows he’s try-
ing. But it’s not quite good enough to earn our lit-
tle Johnny an increase in his allowance ~ oh

~ yeah, he already got that, didn't he.

The institute is a conservative “think tank”
that issues annual report cards to grade gover-
nors on their fiscal policy. Its authors say they
believe it 1§ the “only objective analysis of the fis-

cal performance of governors” being issued today.

“Overall, we are concerned that the trend dur-
ing the past several years of prosperity for states
has been to ratchet up state budgets instead of
returning revenue surpluses to taxpayers. By our
estimates, roughly two of every three surplus dol-

"lars in the state coffers since 1996 have gone to -
The Repub-

new spending, not to tax reduction. ...
lican governors tend to be touted as the GOP’s
policy stars ... but far too many of those top state’
executives have become big-government Republi-
cans,” the institute concludes.

Fair enough. Yet the Cato Institute’s fiscal poli-
cy blinders produce a few other conclusions that,
to my mind, border on the bizarre.

Englér got 60 points out.of a possible 100,

 although no governor received more than 76.

The only A’s handed out went to Massachusetts

Gov. Paul Cellucci and Nevada Gov. Kenny

Guinn, both Republicans. Three governors
received an F: Tom Vilsack of lowa, Gray Davis
of California and John Kitzhaber of Oregon. Six-
teen governors got B’s, 16 got C’s, and 10 got D’s.
“We are now in the midst of the longest sus-
tained run of net state tax cutting in American

history, a run that began seven years ago. Butin

fiscal 2000, states cut their taxes by only $5 bil-
lion. That tax-cutting effort is minuscule, given
that at the beginning of fiscal 2000, the states
had a surplus of more than $30 billion,” the

| report said.

Engler nonetheless won the title of “premier
tax cutter,” a title conferred on just four gover- :
nors.

Engler garners B
average in think
tank report card

“When Engler took over the statehouse in 1991,

Michigan was in a spiral of economic decline. .
To create more jobs, Engler has cut taxes more
than25 times for a cumulative taxpayer savings
of $12 billion,” the report states. “No state has
cut property taxes more than Mlchlgan in the
past decade.”

Pretty high praise. So how’d Engler slip to a B?

The report concludes Engler has eased up a bit

‘on his fiscal restraint of late, and this is where

the report misses its mark. It-does not count as a .
blemish on Engler s record his recent support of
massive pay raises to state officials, including
himself, although that would have been perfectly ,
Justxﬁable

Instead, the report marks him down for puttmg
extra money toward education.

To quote: “In recent years the economy has
done so well that Engler has started to become a
big spender, especially on education. ...” the
report concludes.

1 suppose a state government could show the
ultimate in fiscal restraint if it spent absolutely
nothing at all. Of eourse, it couldn’t deliver any
services that way, and it wouldn’t be doing its
job. So simply concluding that less spendmg is
always better, regardless of how it is spent
seems wrongheaded to me.
~ I can think of no better place for the state to
put its extra resources than into education. In
financial terms, I'd call that an investment.

The' report also doesn’t take into account the
fact*a boost in educational spending works hand-
in-glove with his proposals to move the state
economy toward an information technology base.
To have an information economy, you have to
have educated workers.

Perhaps it cught to be seen as an example of
what can happen when you try to assess perfor- .

_ mance based on just one measure and then try to

make it strictly “objective.” Strange things can
happen. .

. Mike Malott reports on the local implica- :

tions of state and regional events. He can be -~
reached by phone at (248) 634-8219 or by e-
mail at mmalott@homecomm.net.

SDII'It behind the Grumpies
leaves an important legacy

It is not often that someone comes along who is a
true friend and a good writer.
EQ‘B& White,

Charlotte’s Web

- Today, the world is a lesser place.

Tony Brehler, the spirit behind the Grumpies,
died Saturday, nearly two weeks after an opera-
tion to remove an abdominal aorta aneurysm.

P've probably written more about the Grumpies
than any other group. Tony was the reason. He
started a non-
dues-paying, open-
to-anyone organi-
zation, made up of
people who write
letters-to-the-edi-
tor. He was look-
ing for others who
cared enough
about future gen-
erations to write
articulately about
the issues that

rlatter. :
Judith Doner Berne ‘Tony, a retired
: ~ office manager
~ " .and World War I1

veteran, was my contact from the get go. He invit-
ed me to address their fledgling organization back
in January 1994 on the letter publishing policy at
The Observer & Eccentric. Then the Grumpies
were primarily retirees and all male. Today, they
have added younger members and females.

As individuals they write letters to publications

* as national as the Wall Street Journal and as Jocal
as their hometown papers. As a group, they meet

- on the second Tuesday morning of each month to
discuss current events and hear from pohtlclans
and journalists.

Over the years, they have convened in South-
field and Bloomfield Township. Now they are well
ensconced at the Carl Sandburg branch of the
Livonia Public Library. :

Tony, in his gentle way, ran the meetings. Tony,
in hig efficient way, scoured the newspapers for .
individual Grumples letters, duplicated them, and
handed out copies at each meeting. Tony, in his
enterprising way, asked the writers of well-
thought-out letters to join the group. Tony, in his
endearing way, convinced people important to
metro Detroit to keynote the monthly meetings

“Tony-had the capability of attracting prominent
guest speakers,” Ray Dubin, a-Grumpy from
Farmington Hills, told me. “It seemed that all he -
had to do was call them, talk to them (as he called

it ‘*kibitz with them’) and the next thmg you knew

that person was addressing our group.”

And so the Grumpies met with U.S. Rep. Joe
Knollenberg, State Attorney General Jennifer
Granholm, then State Sen. and now Oakland

o s 2 ot PR

County Sheriff Michael Bouchard, State Sen.
Thaddeus McCotter, State Rep. Andrew ‘
Raczkowski, Wayne County Chief Assistant Prose-
cutor George Ward and Gov. John Engler’s former
communications director, Rusty Hills.

Journalists who responded to Tony’s kibitzing
included Livonia Observer commumty editor Davé
Varga.

“I'm surprised and very sad,” Varga told me,
when he learned of Tony’s death. “Besides being a
regular letter writer whose positions could be less
radical than some other Grumpies, he was a fine
gentleman, who regularly sent me complimentary
notes. Sometimes he would also call. I also saw
him regularly at St. Aidan Catholic Church where
he served as an usher. He will be missed.”

“Can anyone say he has known a better man
than Tony Brehler?” Neil Goodbred, a fellow
Grumpy from Livonia, wrote me. “He was a good
friend to each of us Grumpies. When he recruited
letter writers, he began with a compliment for -

- each. After joining the group, each of us would

come to realize how important Tony was to the
group, that we had joined with a good man, a
great man, a most caring man, in the endeavors to
make our small place on earth a better one.”

“T'ony was a man of honor,” added Dubin. “When
he told you something, you could be sure that’s the
way it was. He wore his heart on his sleeve. He
was never too busy to be a friend and a mentor to
all he knew. Tony was the most patient and toler-
ant man I have ever known. He had a heart of gold
and a soul full of love.”

Tony once joined me to talk to a group of senior
citizens in Birmingham on how they could influ-
ence the press, I told them about the many stories
we do that emanate from people in the community
and he told them about the Grumpies. During the
question period, they mostly had questions for
him. When I got home, he telephoned. It was just

‘like this sweet man to make sure that I wasn’t

offended by their attention to him.

This husband of 51 years, father of three and -
grandfather of five had a hobby of making stained
glass suncatchers. As I write, I am looking at one
he gave me that’s on my window. It depicts two
birds on either side of a feeder, pecking at real
birdseed. Usually it makes me happy. Today, it
makes me sad.

Today, the world is a lesser place.

Judith Doner Beme, a West Bloomfield resi-
dent, is a former managing editor of The
Eccentric Newspapers.

" Funeral Mass for Anthony Brehler is 10 a.m.

Friday at St. Aidan Church, 17500 Farmington
Road, Livonia. Visitation is 2-9 p.m. today at
Heeney‘Sundq uist Funeral Home, 23720 Farming-
ton Road, just north of Grand River.

Rates as low as

8.25%

tear yourself away from this ad, that is.

One Corporation.

Introducing great rateé on
home equity loans. We could
help you figure out ways to
use it, but first you'll have
ta stop starmg at the rate.

We know how frustrating it can be to pay high interest credit card bills, car
payments and student loans every month. Not to mention all those checks you
have to write. With a Bank One Home Equity Loan™ you can make one lower
monthly payment and the interest may be tax-deductible* If you give us a call
~ you'll get an answer before you hang up, or you can just log on or stop by. Once you

BANK' = ONE

1-800-806-LOAN
www.hankone.com/BooR00l0AN

'Consult your tax advisor regarding interest deductibility. Loans are subject to credit approval. The as low as rate 8.25 {APR 8.25 to 8.92) is valid only on foans having ar: 85% or
less foan‘to-vaiue ratio on three to five year terms, and on financed amounts of $5,000 to'$250,000. Al loans are su bject to satisfactory appraisal, title, and insurance. Borrower
is responsible for the loan origination fee, appralsal, flood search, title search, title insurance (when required), mortgage taxes {if any), and recording fees. This offer is valid for
owner-occupied, single-family residences, townhouses, and condominiums only. Co-ops and mobile homes are excluded fror this offer. Property and flood insurance may be |
required, Other fees and restrictions may apply. All rates are subject to change at any time without notice and may be higher than the rate currently offered. Loan rates reflect | -
the optional automatic payment from a checking or savings account. Rates and the corresponding ANNUAL PERCENTAGE RATE (APR) depend on the actual term of the loan, the
loan amount, the Jean-to-value ratic of your horne, your credit history, Bank One's internai credit policies, and the date your application is received. Home equity loan annuat
percentage rates as of 02/4/01 may range from 8.25 to 1.94 in AZ, CO, IN, KY, LA, MI, OH, OK, TX and WI for {oans with a loan-te-vaiue ratio of 85% or fess. The APR will be higher
when the one-time $50 loan origination fee is charged. For example, an amount finariced of $25,000 (including a financed loan crigination fee) for s years at an interest rate of
8.24% will have an APR of 832 and a monthly payment of $510.81. This offer expires 03/04/01. Rates also available for loans with a loan-to-value ratio of 86% - 100%. Please
contact us for mofe information regarding home equity loan rates and fees. Financing provided by 8ank One, NA, a nationat bank with its principal offices in Ohio, ®2001 Bank | .
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Former MADD treasurer charged with embezzlement

BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER
dclem@oe.homecomm.net

Accused of embezzling thou-~
sands of dollars, a former trea-
surer for the Wayne County
chapter of Mothers Against
Drunk Driving predicted she will
be cleared of eriminal wrongdo-
ing.

“This isn’t what it seems,” Dar-
lene Hodges, 52, said Tuesday,
after she was charged with
embezzling from the Westland-
based chapter.

Her brief remarks came out-
side of Wayne District Court,
where she was arraigned by
Judge Carolyn Archbold on five
counts of embezzling between
$1,000 and $20,000.

Westland judges disqualified
themselves from hearmg the
case.

Westland Police Chief Emery

Woman

Canton police apprehended a
20-year-old Detroit woman
Thursday for passing counterfeit
payroll checks.

The woman had cashed sever-
al checks at the Canton Meijer
that day, and police reports indi-
cate there was a nearly identical

. crime Feb. 7.

When police caught up with
the suspect near Ford Road and
Morrison, the passenger in her
car produced altered identifica-
tion.

A search of the vehicle’s glove
box turned up nine bogus payroll
checks, written on the same
account. The checks, totaling
more than $26,000, were written
out to three d1fferent people. The
suspect had in the vehicle identi-
fication corresponding with one
of the names on the phony
checks.

The woman told police she
only used that identification to
get into bars and drink alcohol.

Mail theft

A Canton dentist called pohce
after he discovered someone had
been stealing his 1ncommg and
outgoing mail.

The 54-year-old doctor said
hetween Dec. 26 and Feb. 6,

Price salde—Iodges is suspected of

taking money to gamble.
Hodges, who became involved
in MADD 11 years ago after a

‘drunken &drlver killed her son,

was serving as an unpaid, volun-
teer treasurer until she was sus-
pended in November.

MADD - i missing about
$18,500 in money taken from its
bank account, Westland police
Sgt. Michael Gould said.

Judge Archbold read aloud
allegations Tuesday that Hodges
embezzled money between Dec.
6, 1999, and Nov. 8, 2000.

Archbold placed a not-guilty
plea in Hodges’ court file,
released her on a $5,000 person-
al bond and ordered her to
return to court Feb. 21 for a pre-
liminary hearing that will deter-

"mine whether she should stand

trial. .
Hodges could face five years in

prison and a $10,000 fine if con-
victed.

“This really is a heart-break-
er,” Jenny Lozano, chapter
administrator, said Tuesday
when contacted at the MADD
office, on Wayne Road near
Cherry Hill. “We want people to
feel rest-assured that precau-
tions are being taken 80 that thls
doesn’t happen again.”

The local MADD chapter has
had prior financial difficulties
that threatened its survival, but
officials persevered and rescued
it. :
Lozano issued a prepared
- gtatement indicating that the

embezzling charges won’t halt
the work of the Wayne County
chapter.

“Obviously, we at MADD are
disheartened with the situation
involving Darlene Hodges,”
Lozano said. “However, we are

determined to:prevent this issue
from distracting from the daily
efforts of our dedicated volun-
teers who are working to save
lives, prevent m,)unes and serve
victims.”

She confirmed that MADD
receives money from several
sources including donations,
court fines and grants. =~ .

“We certainly hope the
(alleged) apparent actions of one
volunteer will not overshadow
the good work of the many vol-
unteers and victims who have
dedicated their lives to further-
ing MADD’s mission in our com-
munity,” Lozano said.

“As this issue continues to
unfold,” she added, “we feel it is
inappropriate to say anything
further at this time. In the
meantime, we ask for the. com-
munity’s continued support of
our mission.”

arrested for check kiting

COP CALLS

someone had stolen his mail. He
didn’t know the theft had
occurred until a credit card
gtatement was delivered, show-
ing some $7,000 worth of airline
ticket purchases.

The man has also filed a
report with the post office:

Credit card fraud

Canton police responded to the
Canton Cinema, 43555 Ford
Road, after an employee report-
ed a suspicious situation. ~

The employee said a man
walked up to the counter, and
displayed several pieces of jewel-
ry on the counter. The man stat-
ed he found the jewelry in a
black pouch behind the Meijer
gas station. He asked the
employee if he thought they
were real.

The employee thought the sit-
uation was odd, and called 911,

After they arrived, officers.

observed the man, noting he
appeared nervous, and was con-
stantly moving.

Police called dispatch and a
lien showed the Redford man

As they age, dogs can develop symptoms that
are similar to those associated with Alzheimer's
disease in humans. The canine condition, calied
cognitive dysfunction syndrome (CDS), sesms
to be caused when the dog's brain undergoes
physical and chemical changes that do not
occur with normal aging. Autopsies conducted
on dogs suspected of having CDS have shown
brain tissue changes that resemble the lesions
found on the brains of Alzhsimer's patients.
Owners may notice symptoms including
disorientation, nighttime vocalization and
pacing, decreased activity, loss of
housetraining, withdrawal, trouble learning new
tasks, and changes in the way the dog
responds to family members. The drug
selegiline has improved the cognitive skills of

Elizabeth
.Routson,_

CAN MY DOG HAVE ALZHEIMER s DISEASE"

DVM.

many dogs with symptoms of CDS.

PARKWAY VETERINARY CLINIC provides
comprehensive compassionate veterinary care
for pets, including geriatric care. Our reputation
for expert care is well-deserved-please don't
hesitate 1o ask questions of our knowledgeable
staff, inciuding Drs. Bunt and Hill. We treat your
pet as if it were our own. Visit either of our two
focations at 41385 Wilcox Rd. in Plymouth tel.
734-453-2577, or 5750 Lilley Rd. in Canton, tel.
734-881-4400. Both focations are open six days
a week for your convenience.

PS. CDS is difficult to diagnose in the
veterinarians office because symptoms are so
varied and can manifest themseives differently in
gach dog.

£1027000
———

FEBRUARY IS

and savings!

w5+ BCaMIY

much more!

Other restrictions may apply.

CRUISE
BoNus MONTH!

ook your ultimate dream cruise in

February with AAA Travel. You'll
receive special savings and benefits
from the biggest names in cruising.
Including Carnival! Take advantage
of limited time sale events, state-
room upgrades, onboard discounts,
gifts or other exclusive amenities
on top of AAA’s member-only benefits

On a Carnival
wmmmwmi’b- critise, you'll
enjoy a complete spa program, super-
vised activities for the kids, Vegas-
style casino for the adults ... and

..3=Day.Cruises.from.$299%...
7 Days from $649*

AAA Travel/Canton
2017 N. Canton Center
Call 734-844-0146

Weekdays
8:30 am. - 5:30 p.m.
Thursdays until 7:00 p.m.

‘Let AAA Travel help make your dream
vacation come true. Call or visit today!

* Rates are per person, cruise only, based on dbl. occ.
Subject to change based on availability, Benefits may
vary based on category selected and availabilicy.

Travel

www.aaamich.com

BOF B1027699

had warrants for narcotics

PRESCHOOL

“Character Bulldmg Our Concem

charges.

Police also found inside the
man’s jacket four credit cards,
each issued to an 89-year-old
Redford woman.

44661 WEST ANN ARBOR TRAIL « PLYMOUTH ¢+ (734) 453-5520 _

FOR A VERY LlMITED TIME
| Upto $1000 back on every style of Thomasuville furnlture. ;
Shop s %m/ Beat the Thomastille price increase. ’

Qutside the courtroom Tues-
day, Hodges asked that her case
not be publicized. '

“I don’t want it in the paper, ?
she said. “This is just gomg to
hurt MADD.”

MADD’s mission is to stop
drunken driving, support victims
of alcohol-related accidents and

LUNCH & DINNER SPECIALS
Now through March 8:'

,NA, Chinese-American, Polynesian

44515 Ann Arbor Rd. (at Sheldon) « Piymouth

prevent underage drinking.

It is a nonprofit organization
that has more than 600 chapters
nationwide. It was founded in
1980 in California by a small
group of women, after a 13-year:
old girl was killed by a hlt-and*
run driver.

-and Mandarin Cuisine

Carry Out
734-455-1660

L1028602
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Runner's knee is caused by a
misalignment of the kneecap in its
groove. This makes the kneecap
rub on the side of the groove and
the cartilage on the back of the
kneecap to wear out. As a result,
there is pain around the back of the
kneecap after running. The actual
culprit of this problem is the foot.
An inward roll of the foot and
ankle causes the shinbone to rotate
to the inside, which turns the knee
to the inside. Treatment involves
using an orthotic device to prevent
excessive pronation, as well as
exercises to strengthen the inner
side of the quadriceps muscles.

if you tend to pronate inwardly,

referral*

the knee bent.

Presented by
Hands On Center For Physical Therapy

RUNNER'S KNEE

don't wait for cartilage damage to
develop-take preventative action
by asking your physician for a
to the HANDS ON
CENTER
THERAPY. As licensed physical
therapists, we can show you how
to avoid injury, as well as achieve
accelerated healing and :mproved
performance, Qur services also
include
neurological rehabilitation, and
treatment for back and neck
trauma. To learn more, or to
schedule a consultation and exam
at our state-of-the-art facilities,
located in Plymouth, at 476 Forest
Avenue, Suite 20, at 455-8370,

PS. Runner's knee also makes it painful to sit for long periods of time with

FOR PHYSICAL

orthopedic  and

UP10 YOUR IMAGINATION

No MATTER WHAT YOUR STYLE; WE HAVE SOMETHING FOR YOU.
You can create the grouping that suits your home perfectly by choosing the model,
wood color and fabric. A combination of styles and colors! We invite you to explore the
options and choose the customized look that's right for your home.

R S
*SEE STORE 0% DETALS, WE WALL NATH MNI L0GAL commmx msmta A

Order Up A Perfect
Combmailon At The

Vlnﬁnl’re comblncmons

natch..
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Wild Swan Theater presents
“Along the Tracks,” an original
production for young people
based on incidents related to
the Underground Railroad, 10
a.m., 12:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.
at the Towsley Theater on the
Washtenaw Community Col-
lege campus in Ann Arbor.
Tickets $6 children, $8 adults,
(734) 763-8587.

Detroit Symphony Orchestra
Principal Trombonist, Ken-
neth Thompkins, is one of the
featured artists in “Classical
Roots,” a concert celebrating
African American classical
music composers and musi-
cians, narrated by Danny
Glover, 8:30 p.m. at Orches-
tra Hall in Detroit. Tickets
$20-$52, (313) 576-5111.

Heather Yanke (clockwise),
Cailtin Burke of Farmington
Hills, Won Kyung Shin, and
Jaquelyn Wagner, winners of
the Pontiac-Oakland Sympho-
ny’s annual Concerto Compe-
tition, will perform with the
symphony at 3 p.m. in Oak-
land University’s Varner
Recital Hall in Rochester
Hills. Tickets $15 adults, $10
students and seniors, (248)
334-6024.

Good sport: Toby Book-
er clowns around as
Luther Billis, the
smart aleck sailor
charming his way
through South Pacific.

‘South
Pacific’
makes
light of
serious
subject

UGLINESS TAINTS BEAUTIF

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN

STAFF PHOTOS BY PAUL HUBSCHMANN

humor but overall the

ULS

holding auditions. Provenzola, a .

Genesis
Troupe

presents |
‘Our Town’

BY KEELY WYGONIK
STAFF WRITER
kwygonik@oe.homecomm.net

Life’s simple truths haven’t changed-
— you’re born, you live, you die. It all
goes by so fast. We don’t pay attention: .
to life until we lose someone we love, -

Set in Grover’s Corners, N.H., 1901;;
Thornton Wilder’s Our Town could be’
your town. The triths about everyday
life revealed in this Pulitzer Prize-win-
ning play are the reason The Genesxs
Troupe chose to present it.
~ The audience meets Emﬂy Webb and
her neighbor, George Gibbs, their par-
ents, and some of the other peaple who
live in 'the town. Emily and George
grow up together, fall in love and get
married.

“It’s a beautiful story, it’s just about
life, whether it’s 2001 or 1901,” said
assistant director Delores Pearson of

STAFF WRITER
Ichomin@oe.homecomm.net

. & the house lights go
down, and musicians
“ain the orchestra pit
begin warming up, the
energy level rises as actors
finish buttoning the wildly-
flowered shirts and regula-
tion Marine uniforms
they’ll be wearing in South
Pacific.

Minutes earlier back-
stage, the Plymouth The-
atre Guild cast joked with
each other as they arrived
for a late-night rehearsal of
the World War I era show.
The Rodgers and Hammer-
stein musical opens Friday
at the Water Tower Theatre
in Northville.

“It’s exciting. We have a great cast
and we're having a great time,” said
Kathy Booker, a Walled Lake resi-
dent making her directing debut.
Booker was assistant director for

What: Plymouth
Theatre Guild
presents the
Rodgers and
Hammerstein
musical South
Pacific

When: 8 p.m. Friday-
Saturday, Feb. 16-
17, Feb. 23-24 and
March 2-3; 6 p.m,
Sunday, Feb. 25
Where: Water Tower
Theatrs, 41001 W.

8even Mile Road,

west of Haggerty,

1 on the campus of

Northvilie
Psychiatric Hospital
Tickets: $12, $8
ages 18 and under,
call (248) 349-7110

musical is pretty heavy
with racial overtones.
There’s two love stories
tinged with racism. If you
consider when the play
was written racism was
such a big part of the coun-
try. They were ahead of
their time.”

Lengthy

Alengthy show — 128
pages without music ~—
South Pacific confronts the

ugliness encountered when |

people of different races
dislike one ancther
because of the color of
their skin or the slant of
their eyes. The show’s con-
tent was one of the ele-

ments that attracted Anthony
Provenzola when he was surfing the
Web to find a community theater

Farmington Hills resident, hadn’t

acted since his student days at Réd-
ford Union High School and Wayne
State University where he studied

voice and musical theater, Provenzola

plays Lt. Cable, a Marine who falls in
love with a native girl but his preju-
dice doesn’t allow him to commit to
her.

“The music back then was popular - .

music of that time; people knew all
the songs,” said Provenzola of Farm
ington Hills. “Tt was groundbreak" g
because it touched on issues
talked about at the time.” -

Ruled by prejudices -
Susan Merenda plays one of th
lead characters ruled by re
dices. Nellie Forbush is the enmgn_ _
who falis in love with Emile
deBecque. Her bigotry is unmasked

Please see mciric, B2

Dress rehearsal: Lane Ritter
(left) and Carl Polys, rehearse
a scene from “Our Town.”

Canton.
Lane Ritter
sets the scene as

‘stage manager of

this timeless
story opening Fri-
day at St. Ken-
neth Catholic
Church in Ply-
mouth.

“It’s about a

What: The Genesis -
Troupe presents,
“Our Town” by
Thornton Wilder
When: 8 p.m. Friday- |
Saturday, Feb, 16-
17, Feb. 23-24; 6
p.m. Sunday, Feb,

18 and Feb. 24
Where: St
Kenneth’s Catholic -
Church, 14951

C

Death Trap presented by SRO Pro-
ductions in Southfield. “The set gives
the feeling of the island, but we’re
using actors to imply Bali Ha'i where
it takes place. I enjoy the whole
romantic mood of the show. It’s light
except when Lt. Cable dies. It’s real
life. Actors are lending their own per- | N
sonalities to the characters.” '

That includes the smart aleck
Luther Billis, played by Booker’s son
Toby who kids his favorite part of the
musical is when the good-natured
sailor is on stage.

“My character ig the comedic relief
in the show,” said Toby, who played
one of the leading characters in Neil
Simon’s Fools with the Farmington
Players last fall.

“My main objective is to get over to
Bali Ha'i because all of the French
planters have all their young women
there. There’s a lot of back door

PHOTO BY LENA KOLLER

Master work: Manfred Honeck conducts the
Swedish Radio Symphony Orchestra.

Tropical breeze- Kerry Plague (left), Susan Merenda and
Anthony Provenzola rehearse the Rodgers and Hammerstexn
musical for openmg nzght '

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN
STAFF WRITER . v
lchomin@o¢.homecomm,net

Manfred Honeck is serious about his
music. He doesn’t hurry as he explains
his approach to conducting,

Honeck arrived in New York a week
ago from Dublin where he and the
Swedish Radio Symphony Orchestra
began their tour. After stops at the
Kennedy Center in Washington, D.C.,
and the University of Notre Dame in
Indiana, the 100-member ensemble will
perform in Ann Arbor on Friday. On the
program is the massive master work —
Verdi’s Requiem. Honeck will embrace it
with his heart as well as his mind.

“I first look at the technical to know
what happens in the score, the harmony,
then I look to find what is behind the

University, Ann Arbar.
Tickets $14-$46, call |~

l vaedish Rad!o

Symphony Orchestra. and
‘Cholr perform Verdi's
. Requiem — 8 p.m.
FridaysFeb. 16 at Hill

Auditorium, 825 North

(734) 764-2538

M Swedish Radio Cholr

and Ede Ericson

Chamber Choir unite for |

@& concert — 8 p.m, |
Saturday, Feb. 17 at: St.

Francis of Assisi

Catholic Church, 2260 |
e sr.| hasn’t thought about his own death.'I

East Stadium, Ann
M Tickets: $25, ¢
(734) 7642538

\-‘

piece, what the composer intended and what we
understand in our time, how can I describe with my
orchestra the feeling,” said the Austrian-born
Honeck. “What does the Requiem mean in our time?
It’s what humans are asking for in our technical
world. People are longing for more humanity besides
this machine. They're longing for things behind us.”
Audiences will always cherish this master work
which the Swedish Radio Symphony Orchestra will
perform with the Swedish Radio Choir and soloists
Marina Mescheriakova, soprano; Nadja Michael,

the context, people feel the message.

“It’s one of my favorites. Every time when you d0»=lt
it’s impressive in a total great way. The way the man
expressed it. We know he studied Mozart’s Requiem:’;,

Manfred did his own research on the meaning. 6f
the words before conducting the work.

“I asked the Vatican to find the text so I could go
deeper into words, if I could see the words to under-
stand more and more how he composed the meaii-
ing,” said the 42-year-old Honeck who took over as
conductor of the Swedish Radio Symphony Orches-

Haggerty Road

small town in | (yetween Five Mile |

New Hampshire,” | Road and
he said. “Act 1 | Schooloraft),
sets the tone, it’s | Plymouth e

Tickets: $5 at the

about daily life in door, or call (734)

the town. Act 2 is | gg,! 3163 or e-mail

love and mar- geneS|stroupe7@cs. v
riage, and Act 3 | com
centers around a L
number of people >
who have died. The play shows what
small town life was like — the good and
sad — in a church-going community, 1t
stresses the value of family.

Background

Founded this summer by Pearson,
Marlene Landry of Livonia, and a
group of interested friends, The Gene-
sis Troupe is on a mission to present
family-oriented shows to the communi-
ty. They also donate a portion of pro- .

Please see GENESIS y B2

< o 5
’s ‘Requiem
mezzo-soprano; Marco Berti, tenor, az‘ld\
John Relyea, bass-baritone. :

Familiar

Verdi’s Requiem was first presented in
1874. Honeck knows the work well, He
first performed it as a member of the
Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra. In fact,
the last time Honeck was in Michigan was
when the orchestra, under the direction of

Leonard Bernstein, performed here in the

| late 1980s.

“Verdi composed his Requiem a little bit
from his own death,” said Honeck of the
work the orchestra played two weeks ago
in Stockholm. “There isn’t one person who

combine my own thinking about death,

| Verdi’s thinking about death, was he reli-

gious? If you go very deep into the Word

Fiease see HONECK, ﬁz"

kwygomk@oe homecomm net
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when he proposes marriage.
“Nellie is kind of ditzy, very
naive, unsure of herself. She
thinks everything is one big
adventure,” said Merenda, a

Canton resident and sophomore’

at Plymouth Salem High School.
* Merenda loves the story line and
the Rodgers and Hammerstein
music. She has to — otherwise
where would she find the energy
to join the Plymouth Theatre

Guild cast four nights a week
after leaving rehearsals for the

Sound .of Music at the high.

school.

- “Emile deBecque is an older :

man,” said Merenda who began
acting at age 8 with the Whistle
Stop Players at the Plymouth
Community Arts Council. “She
has to overcome her prejudice
when she finds out he has two
children by a Filipino woman.

She grows beyond the Little
Rock background where she’s
come from.”

A lot of work

Dedication like Merenda’s is
one of the key ingredients in pro-
ducing a successful show.

P -

“It’s a lot of work; musicals
take a lot of time. In the first act
alone there’s 13 scenes,” said

assistant director Dennis Hubel

of Plymouth. “I've been involved

with everything including set
construction. It’s the way people
pitch in from advertising the

. production to sound. It's the tal-

ent in front of and behind the
scenes.” |

Kerry Plague is one of those
talents. The Canton resident,

who plays Emile deBecque, was

a late bloomer. He first went on

HO“QCk .from page B1

stage at age 41 because his son
was in a production at Henry
Ford Community College in
Dearborn, and “they needed
males.” Smce then Plague s
worked with the Avon Players in
Rochester Hills. He’s also been
in the Michigan Opera Theatre’s
productions of Tosce and La
Boheme.

“DeBecque is very emotional
and introverted but when he

. commits, he commits with all his

heart,” said Plague, who sings

Some Enchanted Evening, pne of ,

the most popular songs in the
show. “I like the musical because
the songs are spread out among
many principals. The barre is set
high so it helps me improve. I
can’t wait for opemng nlght I
hope to break a leg.”

_ - : -
GQ“QS'S from page Bl

ceeds from each show to a desig-
nated charity. Qur Town will
benefit the American Cancer
Society.

Their first production, God-
spell, presented in September
and October, was a success.

“We had a sell-out on three
nights. I just couldn’t believe it,”
said Pearson. “The suipport from
the community has just been
overwhelming. Even the busi-
ness community has opened up
their arms to us.”

St. Kenneth Catholic Church
offered its social hall as a perfor-
mance space, Pastor, the Rev.
Joe Mallia, makes a cameo
' appearance in Our Town as Pro-
fessor Willard. .

Ritter, who like Landry is a
parishioner of St. Kenneth’s,
hasn’t been on stage for 47
years,

Family

“I knew Marlene and saw a
small article in the church paper
that they were casting ‘Our
Town’ and looking for people,” he

said. “I was familiar with ‘Our
Town,” and interested in trying

out. It’s been a real experience.

The troupe is wonderful. Many
of us came in as strangers, now
we're family
Pearson smiles as Ritter talks,

and says, “that’s what we hope
happens with every show. One of
the things we want to do is teach
and give people the benefit of the
-skills we've acquired over the

- MICHIGAN'S #1 PASTIE -

ORIGINAL BEEF
! BEEF

! POTATOES

| CARROTS, ONIONS
. RUTABEGA

’. MADE FRESH DAILY FROM OUR 75 YEAR OLD FAMILY RECIPE -
‘ HOME OF THE ONE POUNDER - offer expires 3/1/01

B ‘It’s been a real expe-
rience. The troupe is
‘wonderful. Many of us
came in as strangers,
now we’re family.’

- Lane Ritter
Actor

years. To see them bloom is such
a beautiful thing, it’s very

rewarding.. It’s a joy to see peo-
ple interested in theater become
involved in it.”

Ritter, like other cast mem-
bers, got interested in theater
after performing in a high school
play.

“I've always enjoyed theater as
a member of the audience, but in
the back of my mind always

. wanted to be on stage,” he said.

Landry, who directs the show,
was cast as Emily, one of the
leading characters, in her high
school production of Our Town.

A lot of fun

 “It’s a lot of fun steppmg on
the other side and seeing it hap-
pen,” said Landry. “It’s a time-

less story about daily life, and
important things like marriage.
It teaches us that life is very pre- -
cious, and that we should stop
and examine the simple things,
because these are the things that
we take for granted.”
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A Little...

Family Fun Night
Two Much Fun!

Who said it's hard to get away

¢ Two Deluxe
Rooms

¢ Free Movie &
Popcorn

¢ Complimentary

Continental Break

Sweetheart Spa
Package

Treatyourself to a night of royalty!

* Heavenly
Chocolate
¢ Complimentary
Continental Breakfast

FAIRFIELD
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You can expect more”
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17350 Fox Drive
Livonia
734-953-8888

Reduced rate on Friday, Saturday, Sunday only ® Good through 3-31-01
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tra in fall 2000. “You have to
research because the message is
so important, if people would be
touched by it. If the translation
in one part says ‘my face gets
red,” the color in the string sec-
tion must be red. If held said ‘my
face gets white’ the strings must
not be full. Even though they
don’t understand Latin words,
they feel the music.”

- It’s that attention to detail
that has made the Swedish

Radio Symphony Orchestra per-
formance of Verdi’s Requiem so

- powerful over the years. Found-

ed in 1936 as a European radio
orchestra, the ensemble has
been led by accomplished con-
ductors such as Sergiu Celi-
bidache and Esa-Pekka Salonen,
who attracted the attention of a
world audience with its strong
commitment to new music.
Before long, musicians like Igor

Stravinsky and Mstislav Ros-
tropovich were eager to work
with the orchestra.

Today, all of the concerts are
still heard on radio including the
performances in Dublin and New
York.

“My goal is to make the
orchestra sounding like what I

“have in my ears,” said Honeck

who began playing violin at age
7. Honeck grew up with eight
siblings who all played instru-
ments. He decided to become a
conductor at age 13 after hearing
the. Vienna Philharmonic
Orchestra at a New Year con-
cert. Since studying at the
Academy of Music in Vienna,
Honeck’s led the Zurich Opera
and the MDR Symphony Orches-
tra in Leipzig, and guest con-
ducted the Dresden
Staatskapelle, Vienna Philhar-
monic Orchestra, Chicago and

Houston Symphony orchestras,
and the BBC Symphony Orches-
tra in London. He is also princi-
pal guest conductor of the Oslo
Philharmonic Orchestra.

High standards

“From a technical side, I want
to make sure that they keep high
standards but go more into
details and get the colors out and
the message be clear.”

Honeck also wants to continue
performing with the Swedish
Radio Choir which was founded
in the 1920s. Under conductor
Eri¢ Ericson, the 33-member
choir won international awards.
Ericson, who became conductor
of the radio choir in 1952, has
since retired but continues to
make guest appearances.

Ericson’s considered a master
in the field of choral conducting.
He established the Stockholm

Chamber Choir (now the Eric -
Ericson Chamber Choir) in 1945,
The group remains his main’
vehicle for developmg the art of
a cappella singing.

In addition to the Feb. 16 per-
formance with the orchestra, the
Swedish Radio Choir will join

“with the Eric Ericson Chamber

Choir to sing the music of
Strauss, Ligeti, Lidholm and
Schnittke at St. Francis of Assisi
Catholic Church Saturday, Feb
17 in Ann Arbor.

“They’re a really great choir,”
said Honeck. “They sang with
the Berlin Philharmonic the
week before we left on tour. It's a
very homogeneous sound and
trained by Eric Ericson. He
made the sound of Swedish
Radio Choir. I'm amazed how it
fits in with the sound of the
orchestra. It’s a clean but full
sound, They have power.”

It’s carnival time, celebrate Mardi Gras

It’s carnival time in metro
Detroit. If you're tired of staying
home, and looking for something
fun to do, here are some options.

B Celebrate the Mardi Gras
with the Brazilian Culture Club
of Detroit on Saturday, Feb. 17
at the Holiday Inn on Telegraph
Road in Southfield.

Begun in the 1980s to soothe
homesick Brazilians, Carnaval
has grown into a party that
attracts partygoers from all over.
The flamboyant, sometimes
risqué costumes, the sound of
syncopated drum rhythms, and
an authentic Brazilian samba
band, have earned Detroit’s Car-
naval its reputation as one of the
biggest such festivities outside of
Brazil.

“It’s not just for local Brazil-

ians,” said Sergio Santos of Can-
ton, the club’s secretary. “The-

public is welcome to attend. If

you come, wear comfortable

V'y
Appearing...

IMPACT-7

FRI.- SAT.

28500 Schoolcraft
In the Super 8 Motel Complex

LIVONIA
(734) 425-5520
mm LIGHTED PARKING

14600 Sheldon Rd.
Plymouth, M
734-354-0001

® NOW EVERY
TUESDAY & THURSDAY

DAVE The DJ

Formerly at Vickie's Steakhous” '

OPEN DAILY
MON-SAT
AT 11:00 AM

Escape for a romantic getaway with the one you love.
Treat that special someone to a Romance Package at the Hifton Gd"rdeh
Inn® Plymouth. It includes in-room champagne with two keepsake glasses,
chocolate truffies, full complimentary breakfast for two, free access to the fit-
ness center, heoTed Indoor poOJ and whirlpool ond Io're 2 M. check—ou’r

travel cugen'r 1-800-HILTONS or ’fhe,f ﬁo’rei d|rec1 at 1 734»354-0001 Ask for
Plan Code rr Just what you need."

‘shoes, and be ready to dance for
five hours straight. Be ready to
see some outlandish costumes as
well. There will be prizes for the
best costumes.”

" For more tickets and more
information, call (313) 862-7824
or visit www.BCCD.com

B The sixth annual Mardi
Gras Magic Party to benefit
scholarships for students in the
College of Arts, Sciences and
Letters at the University of
Michigan Dearborn, is 5:30-9
p.m. Friday, Feb. 23.

The event at the Hyatt Regen-
cy Dearborn features a silent
auction, wine tasting, appetzzers
desserts and Mardi Gras music.
Prizes will be awarded for best
costume, or participants can
attend in work attire.

“Our the past five years, we've:
awarded more than $14,000 in
scholarships to deserving liberal
arts students,” said Susan Ged-

DINNERS

Hilion
Garden Innr
Plymo_uth

.e
«* e

Poiilts&MileS"

Make your leisure time move rewarding with Hilton HHonors
the only hotel progeain to offer both hotel points and sirline
miles for the same stay. To join, visit www. hiltonhhonors,com.

1025595

Champagne included in package only where permitted by State and Local law and to those of legal drinking age. Offer

valid now through 12/31/01. Limited availability; advance reservations required. Rate exclusive of tax or gratuities, does

not apply to groups and is subject to change without notice. Hilton HHonors membership, earning of Points & Milesy
_and redemption of points are subject to HHcnors Terms and Conditions. © 2001 Hilton Hospitality, inc.

Jazzy Straight Ahead performs Feb. 27, “Fat Tuesday,
at Fishbone’s Rhythm Kttchen Cafe in Detroit’ s Greek-

town.

ert, alumni officer at UM-Dear-
born. “This alumni group takes
great pride in helping students
reach their goal of academic

“excellence.”

The alumni affiliate is co-host-
ing the event with Merchant’s
Fine Wine in Dearborn. Tickets
are $50 per person. Sponsors
who donate $150, $250 or $500
will receive two tickets and spe-
cial recognition. Tickets are
available at Meré¢hant’s Fine

" Wine, 22250 Michigan Ave.,

Dearborn. For more information,
call (313) 436-9198.
M Fishbone’s Rhythm Kitchen
Cafe in Greektown is presenting
a “Fat Tuesday, “ Masquerade

Party 8 p.m. to midnight, Tues-

Ta

East European Folk
Ensemble

Sunday February 25
at 2:00 p.m.

Warren Woods
Community Theatre
13400 12 Mile Road

(West of Schoenherr) ~

Warren, Mt g
Tlckets $18.00 Info: 248-887-4677 &

Ticket Master (248) 645-6666

N

day, Feb. 27.. .

Local jazz band Straight
Ahead will perform, and cos-
tumed partygoers will compete
for more than $1,500 in cash and
prizes. The celebration includes
a New Orleans buffet, and

- “Crustacean Station,” featurmg

fresh crawfish and oysters

The cover charge is $10 per
person, no charge 1f you Wear a’
costume.

Fishbone’s Rhythm Kitchen

. Cafe is at 400 Monroe St. at
‘Brush in Detroit. Call (313) 965~

4600 for details.

B If you want to visit New
Orleans for Mardi Gras, but
can’t, drive to St. Clair Shores to
Jack’s Waterfront Restaurant
and join the party. Dixiebelle &
the Dixie Jazz Cats will be per-
forming New Orleans style jazz
and blues at the seventh annual
“Mardi Gras” bash, beginning at
8 p.m. on Tuesday, Feb. 27. !

The restaurant will be decorat-
ed with the official Mardi Gras
colors — gold, green and purple.
Traditional beads will be given'
to the ladies, and Doubloons-

(good luck coins) passed out to -

all. :

There will be prizes for the
best costume, and the crowing of

a “King Rex.”

Sell-out crowds are expected
call (810) 445-8080 for reserva-
tions and information. Jack’s
Waterfront Restaurant is off Jef-
ferson, north of Nine Mile Road.

Don 't miss

- Westland Center’s .
ARTS & CRAFTS SHOW

February 15-18, 2001
(Regular Mall Hours)

Featuring:

Paintings
Floral Designs
Needle Crafts
Jewelry

- Country Crafts

Stained Glass
Wood Crafts

- Toys
Ceramiics
and morel

Westland Center
35000 West Warren Road
Westland, MI
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Film expert talks about Oscars

Plan to attend the Deiroit
Institute of Arts Oscar Night
America Gala, 6:30 p.m. Sunday,

" March 25 at the Roostertail, 100
Marquette Drive, Detroit. Guests
of the gala, presented by the
DIA’s Cinematic Arts Council,
will receive an official 73rd
Annual Academy Awards pro-
gram. The event benefits the
Detroit Film Theatre and is
expected to sell out. Tickets cost
$135. Call (313) 833-7967.

BY STEPHANIE ANGELYN CASOLA
STAFF WRITER
scasola@oe. homecomm net

The 73rd Annual Academy
Award nominations announced
Tuesday, Feb. 18 didn’t come as
much of a surprise to the Detroit
Film Theatre’s curator and resi-
dent film expert. Elliot Wilhelm
might not agree with all of the
choices, but that’s all part of the
excitement of Oscar time. -

This year Tinsel Town is talk-
ing about Crouching Tiger, Hid-
den Dragon — Ang Lee’s mysti-
cal martial arts film that’s
crossed over into mainstream
America, earning a grand total of
10 nominations. For a foreign
language film, it’s managed to
garner even more attention than
the 1998 Italian-subtitled Acade-
my favorite, Life Is Beautiful.

“It’s a good alternative audi-
ence movie,” said Wilhelm of
Crouching Tiger, which is on the
verge of becoming the highest
grossing foreign language film.
“Audiences have indeed respond-
ed to it.” He added that the for-
eign language status of the ﬁlm
lends prestige.

Among those also nominated
for the highest honors is the
romantic fable, Chocolat, Steven
Soderburg’s Traffic and Erin
Brockovich and Ridley Scott’s
Gladiator. Soderburg will actual-
ly compete against himself in the
two most coveted categories,
Best Picture and Director.

As Best Picture, the film that
earns Oscar tends to represent
what the Academy hopes to be
remembered by in that year,
said Wilhelm.

“It’s the message they want to
send to the world. If you look at
the history of the Academy
Awards, it’s on a kind of graph of
socio-political history.”

That’s something to take into
consideration when casting your
own votes on Sunday, March 25.

“If Erin Brockovich wins the
Oscar,” gsaid Wilhelm, “it’s not
just going to be because it’s a
pretty good movie, it’s going to
be because it’s the story of a'real
person making a difference in
society.” By these standards,
Traffic doesn’t stand much of a
chance due to its bleak message
about the war on drugs.

“When I think about the
Oscars, I see reflections of how
society sees itself,” said Wilhelm.

. The nominees are...
M Actor — supporting role
Jeff Bridges, The Contender
Willem DeFoe, S8hadow of a

Vampire
Benicio Del Toro, Traffic
Albert aney, Erin Brock-
ovich
“Joaquin Phoenix, Gladiator

CANTON

UBEKTR o1

= For \// e (d//

SMETANK A
CRAFT SH ()/\Y/S
310-65 8-044

Illl 'l'll 75% Off
'l'llrll Feb 24th!

3947 W12 MileRd, -
Berkley ¢+ (248)543-3118
Hours:
Mon-Sat 10-5:30
Friday 10-8 -
In-Stack ftems, cannot b8 combined

B1028511

with any nther

B Actress — supporting
role )
Judy Dench, Chocolat

Marcia Gay Harden, Pollack

Kate Hudson, Almost Famous

Frances McDormand, Almost
Famous

Julie Walters, Billy E'llzot

M Actor

Javier Bardem, Before Night
Falls

Russell Crowe, Gladiator

Tom Hanks, Castaway

Ed Harris, Pollack

Geoffrey Rush Quills

M Actress :

Joan Allen, The Contender -

Juliette Binoche, Chocolat

Ellen Burstyn, Requzem for a
Dream

Laura Linney, You Can Count

on Me

Julia Rbberts, Erin Brockovich

M Directing

Steven Daldry, Billy Elliot

Ang Lee, Crouching Tiger,
Hidden Dragon

Steven Soderburg, Erin Brock-

ovich »
Steven Soderburg, Traffic
Ridley Scott, Gladiator
H Screenplay — original
Almost Famous
Billy Elliot
Erin Brockovich
Gladiator
You Can Count on Me
W Screenplay — adapted
Chocolat
Crouching Tiger, Hidden

Embraced:
Laura Lin-
ney (shown
with Jon
Tenney) is
nominated as

as Sammy in
“You Can
Count on
Me.” Her
{ competition
A includes
Joan Allen,
Juliette
Binoche,
Ellen
Burstyn and
Julia :
Roberts. .

Dragon
O Brother, Where Art Thou?
Traffic
Wonder Boys
M Foreign Language Film
Amores Perros ’
Crouching Tiger, Hidden
Dragon
Divided We Fall
Everybody Famous!
The Taste of Others
H Best Picture
Chocolat
Crouching Tiger, Hidden
Dragon
Erin Brockovich
Gladiator
Traffic
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Your First Job Is To
Haul Away The Cash.

Right now, buy or lease a 2001 Chevy Silverado 1/2-ton Extended Cab pickup,
and you can haul away *1,000 Cash Back. But hurry, this offer ends February 28.
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THEATER

CENTURY THEATRE: Mind Games
continues through July 29, at the
theater, Detroit. $24.50-$34.50.
(313) 963-9800 .
DETROIT REPERTORY THEATRE:
Moms Mabley: The Naked Truth
continues to March 18, at the the-
-ater, Detroit. $15. (313) 868-1347
FISHER THEATRE: Tallulah contin-
ues to Sunday, March 4, 8 p.m.
Tuesday-Thursday, 7:30 p.m.
.Sunday, and 2 p.m. Saturday-
Sunday, and 1:30 p.m. Thursday,
Feb. 15, at the theater, Detroit.
$30-$47.50. (248) 645-6666;
Ragtime, the musical opens March
27 and continues to April 15 ($35-
'$75); Rob Becket’'s Defending the
‘Caveman April 18-29 ($35-$45).
FOX THEATRE: Smokey Joe's Cafe,
starring Gladys Knight, March 27-
April 1, at the theater. Showtimes
‘vary. $23.75-$38.75. (31.3) 983-
6611
GEM THEATYRE: The Tropical Pickle
opens Wednesday, Feb. 21, at the
-Gem Theatre, Detroit. $24.50-
$36.50. (313) 963-9800
MASONIC TEMPLE THEATRE:
Disney’s Beauty and the Beast
Wednesday-Sunday, Feb. 21-25;
The Civil War starring Larry Gatlin
Wednesday-Sunday, March 7-11
($19-$55), at the theater, Detroit.
(248) 645-6666
MEADOW BROOK THEATRE: Kiiling
Time continues to Sunday, March
11, at the theater on the campus
of Oakland University, Rochester.
* Performance times vary. $21-
$37.50. (248) 377-3300/(248)
645-6666,; discussions: To Be or
Not to Be: End of Life Issues in Our
Time series begins with “Legal and
Ethical Issues: Right to Life, Right
to Death?” with Dr. Jack
" Kevorkian’s former attorneys
Geoffrey Fieger and, Michael
Schwartz noon Wednesday, Feb. 14
in the Oakland Center Gold Room
at Oakland University, Rochester
Free.
PERFORMANCE NETWORK: The
comedy Maggie Rose continues to
March 4, at the theater, Ann Arbor.
(734) 663-0681

COMMUNITY
TELIRATIR

FARMINGTON PLAYERS: Spend an
evening in a haunted house when
‘the Players present The Uninvited,
a ghost tale set in the 1940s on
the English coast 8 p.m. Friday-
Saturday, Feb. 16-17 and 23-24;
2 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 18, and 8
p.m. Thursday, Feb. 22, at
Barnes & Noble Booksellers,
West Bloomfield. $12. (248) 553-
29556
GENESIS TROUPE: Our Town 8 p.m.
Fflday-Saturday, Feb. 16-17 and 23-
24 and 6 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 18 and
25, at St. Kenneth's Catholic
Church, Plymouth. $5. (734) 981-
3163 '
PLANET ANT: Buried Child 8 p.m.
Thursday-Saturday, Feb. 17, at the
theater, Hamtramck. {313} 365-
4948, ext. 1
ROSEDALE OOMMUNITY PLAYERS:
-The Shadow Box 8 p.m. Frsday—
‘Saturday, Feb. 18-17, at the
Upstage Theater, Detroit. $10
(senior and group rates available)
25 percent of tickets sales for Feb.
9 performance will be donated to
. Hospice of Southeast Michigan.
(31.3) 537-7716/(313) 532-4010

. -STAGECRAFTERS: Songs for a New
-World, A New Musical Revue!
Friday, Feb. 18 to Sunday, March
4, at the Baldwin Theatre, down-
town Royal Oak. Performances 8
p.m. Friday-8 p.m. Thursday-
Saturday, 7 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 18 &
Feb. 25 and 2 p.m. Sunday, March
4. $9, reserved. (248) 541-6430

ZEITGEIST: The Last Church of the
Twentieth Century Friday-Saturday,
Feb. 16-17, at the performance
venue, Detroit. $10. (313) 965-
9192 .

COLLEGK
THEATER

BONSTELLE THEATRE: One Flew

Over the Cuckoo's Nest March 2-4
and 9-11, at the theater on the
Wayne State University campus,
Detroit. (313) 577-2960

‘HILBERRY THEATRE:
Shakespeare's.Cymbeline through
April 5; Antigone by Jean Anouilh
runs insrotating repertory through
‘March 29; Luigi Pirandelio’s Six
Characters in Search of an Author
runs in rotating repertory untii Feb.
22, performances 8 p.m. Thursday-
Saturday, 2 p.m. Wednesday and
Saturday, at the theater on the
Wayne State University campus,
Detrolt. (313) 577-2872
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STUDIO THEATRE: Wayne State
University’s Black Theatre Program
presents Long Time Since
Yesterday, a story of five success-
fiil African-American women who
come together after the funeral of
their friend 8 p.m. Thursday-
Saturday, Feb. 15-17, at the the-
ater downstairs at the Hilberry
Theater on campus, Detroit. $6-$8.
(313) 577-2972

THEATRE COMPANY: Brutality of
Fact 8 p.m. Thursday, Saturday,
Feb. 15-17 and 22-24, and 2 p.m.
Sunday, Feb. 18 and 25, at the
McAuley Auditorium on the

. University of Detroit Mercy cam-

pus. $12, $10 seniors/students at
local universities. (313) 993-1130

YOUTH

PRODUCTIONS

KIDS KONCERT: Jahra Michelle
McKenney's Tale of the
Summerland 1:30 p.m. Saturday,
Feb. 17, at the Southfield Centre
for the Arts. $3.25. (248) 424
9022

PONTIAC THEATRE IV: Up the
Down Staircase, 8 p.m. Friday-
Saturday, March 16-17, 23-24,
Pontiac Northern High School. $7,
students/seniors, $6. (248) 656-
7730

PUPPETART: The Crane Malden,
based on a Japanese folk tale 2
p.m. Saturday, Feb. 17 and 24, at

the Detroit Puppet Theater, Detroit.

$7, $5 children. (313) 961-7777
SEPTEMBER PRODUCTIONS: The
Reluctant Dragon, 10 a.m. and
11:30 a.m. Wednesday-Friday,
March 7-8, Livonia Civic Center
Library Auditorium. $5 ($4 for
groups of 20). (248) 615-0414
TWO OF A KIND: Children's musical
duo 1 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 18, at The
Ark, Ann Arbor. $7. (734) 763-
TKTS

WILD SWAN THEATRE: Along the
Tracks based on incidents related
to the Underground Railroad in
Detroit, Ann Arbor and Windsor
(recommended for students in
grades 3-12) 10 a.m. and 12:30
p.m. Thursday-Friday, Feb. 15-16,
7:30 p.m. Friday, Feb. 16, and 2
p.m. Saturday-Sunday, Feb. 17-18,
at the Towsley Theater, Morris
Lawrence Building Washtenaw
Community College, Ann Arbor; and
10 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. Tuesday-
Friday, Feb. 20-23, in the
Community Arts Auditorium at
Wayne State University, Detroit.
$8, $6 chitdren. (734) 763-

8587 /(734) 995-0530 group sales
YOUTHEATRE: Ishangi Africa enter-
tains with traditional music, dance,
storytelling and costumes 11 a.m.
and 2 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 24 and 2
p.m. Sunday, Feb. 25, at the
Millennium Centre, Southfield. $8
advance, $10 at door. (248) 557-
7529 or on-line at www.youthe-
atre.org

SPECIAL
EVENTS

BRAZILIAN CULTURE CLUB: The

Brazilian Culture Club of Detroit is
holding its 18th annual Carnaval
Ball 2001 on Saturday, Feb. 17 at
the Holiday Inn on Telegraph Road
in Southfield. For tickets and infor-
mation, call (313) 862-7824 or
visit www.BCCD.com

GALA BALL: Hosted by the United
Irish Society, 6:30 p.m. to mid-
night, Saturday, March 3, at the
Dearborn Inn. Entertainment by
two bands. Tickets $75 per person,
advance sales only, call (313) 561-
8930 or (734) 243-3592. '
DAVID COPPERFIELD: Performs
March 23-25, Fox Theatre, Detroit.
$27.50-$45. (313) 983-6611
CHAMPIONS ON ICE: Featuring
MicheHe Kwan, Brian Boitano,
Viktor Petrenko, Nicole Bobek,
Rudy Galindo and more, 7:30 p.m.

Friday, April 20, Joe Louis Arena,

Detroit. $25-$55. (313) 983-6606
DETROIT BOAT SHOW: Continues
to Sunday, Feb. 18, noon to © p.m.
daily except Sunday until 6 p.m., at
Cobo Center, Detroit. {734) 261-
0123

FAMILY SKATE PARTY: 6-8 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 17, registration by
Wednesday, Feb. 14, at the
Southfield Sports Arena. $5 resi-
dents, $7 non-residents. (248)
354-9603 ' »

HOME IMPROVEMENT SHOW: 2-10
p.m. Friday, Feb. 16, 10 a.m. t0 10

‘p.m. Saturday, Feb. 17, and 10

a.m. to 7 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 18, at
the Macomb Sports & Expo Center,
Warren. $4.50, $3.50 seniors, kids
ages 6-12. (248) 862-1012
POLISH WEDDING GALA: Marysia
and Janek are getting married and
you're invited. The Highlanders’
Wedding Feast: A Polish Evening of
Goralski Tradition, Song and Dance
takes place Saturday, April 28, pre-
sented by the Polish Alliance
Dancers of Dearborn and the
General Pulaski Polish Language-
School, the evening begins with
¢ocktaiis and hors d’ouevres fol-
lowed by the wedding, a full course
authentic Polish feast will be |
served after entertainment by
MuzaMix, at the American Polish

| Cultural Center, Troy. $35, $20 for

children age 12 and under.
Reservations must be made by
Friday, Aprit 13. Call (313) 581-
3181 (days), {734) 789-8801
{evenings), or send e-mail to
BusiasAttic@aol.com. More infor-
mation is available at http://poi-
ishaltiancedancers@hypermart.net
TREASURE TWINS: Leigh and Leslie
Keno of PBS's Antiques Roadshow
give a lecture and sign copies of
their new book Hidden Treasures:
Searching for Masterpieces of
American Furniture 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 21, at the DIA.
$10. (31.3) 833-4005

BENEFITS

ANGELS’ PLACE CONCERT:

Features Manfred Dreilech, and
‘Mark Tisdall and Barbara Ogar per-

forming a variety of music 7:30
p.m. Saturday, March 24, at St.
Hugo of the Hiils Church,
Bloomfield Hills. No charge but a
free will offering wilt benefit
Angeis’ Place, a nonprofit organiza-
tion providing Christian homes and
services for aduits with develop-
mental disabilities. (248) 350-
2203 '
HEART & MUSIC...TOO!: A celebra-
tion of Broadway’s best in song to
benefit the St. Dunstan Theatre
Guild Building Renovation Fund, 8

p.m. Friday-Saturday, Feb. 16-17, 2

p.m. Sunday, Feb. 18, and 8 p.m..
Thursday-Saturday, Feb. 22-24, 400
Lone Pine Road (between
Cranbrook and Lahser Roads)
Bloomfield Hills. Tickets $15, for a
suggested donation of $30 or
more, guests receive preferential -
seating and a reception of hot and
cold hors d’oeuvres, 6:30 p.m.
before 8 p.m. performances, or
12:30 p.m. before 2 p.m. Sunday
performance. (248) 584~
0696/(248) 356-7562,
www.Stdunstanstheatreicom

CILASSICAL.

CRANBROOK MUSIC GUILD: :
Presents violinist Juliana Athayde 8
p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 20, at Christ
Cranbrook Church, Bloomfield Hills.
$25, $15 students. (810) 751-
2435 » '
DETROIT SYMPHONY CIVIC
SINFONIA: The Detroit Symphony -
Orchestra youth orchestra, featur-
ing junior and senior high school
students under the direction of
Charles Burke, performs works by
Grieg, Strauss and Sibelius 7:30
p.m. Sunday, Feb. 18, at Orchestra
Hail, Detroit. (313) 576-5111
DETROIT SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA:
Classical Roots with Danny Glover
narrating 8:30 p.m. Saturday, Feb.
17 and 3 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 18, at
Orchestra Hall, Detroit. $20-$52.
(313) 576-5111. Black tie gala
with Glover 5:30 p.m. at the
Museum of African American
History Saturday, Feb. 17 ($500),
reception, concert and afterglow
$175, call (313) 576-5154
PLYMOUTH SYMPHONY
ORCHESTRA: Valleys and Peaks:
Music from the Countryside fea-
tures a performance by Piymouth
Canton Middle School Orchestra;
musicians and harpist Lynne
Aspnes 8 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 17,
the new Our Lady of Good Counsel
Church, Beck and North Territortal,
Plymouth. $14, $12 seniors/col-
fege students, no charge for chil-
dren in grades K-12. {734) 451~
2112

PONTIAC-OAKLAND SYMPHONY
ORCHESTRA: Features student win-
ners of its annual concerto compe-
tition 3 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 18,
instrument petting zoo begins at 1
p.m. in lobby, in Varner Recital Hall
on the campus of Oakland
University, Rochester. $15, $10
students/seniors. (248) 334-6024
REDFORD CIVIC SYMPHONY
ORCHESTRA: Perform a family con-
cert featuring selections from
Camelot, dances, waltzes and
marches 3 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 18,
guests artists are the Thurston

| High School Chorus under Ray

Schmidt singing Handel, Haydn and
Andrew Lioyd Webber, at Thurston
High School, Redford. Free. (313)
538-1652/(248) 681-8623
PETER SOAVE: The
bandeomst/accordnomst performs
the tangos of AstoriPiazzolia and
Romero with his quintet 4 p.m.
Sunday, Feb. 18 at the Kerrytown
Concert House, Ann Arbor. The
Borsarellio String Trio from-Paris
performs J.8. Bach's Six French
Suites arranged for string trio by
Mozart on the first half of the pro-
gram. $10-$25, (734) 769-2999

SWEDISH RADIO SYMPHONY
ORCHESTRA/CHOIR: 8 p.m. Friday,
Feb. 16, at Hill Auditorium, Ann
Arbor. $14-$46, Camerata buffet
dinner precedes performs at 6-p.m.
($35), call (734) 647-8009(734)
764-2538

WILLIAM TYNDALE COLLEGE:
Present An Evening of Musical
Reflections, a concert featuring its
faculty 7 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 17, in
Kresge Chapel on campus,
Farmington Hills. Free. For more
information, call Kim Swan at
{248) 553-7200, Ext. 450

ORGAIN

DETROIT THEATRE ORGAN
SOCIETY: Members concert 3 p.m.
Sunday, Feb. 18, at the Senate
Theater, Detroit. $6. (313) 894-
4100

ATUDITIONS/
OFPORTUNITIES

ALL-MALE CHORUS: Looking for
singers with the ability to carry a
tune for Wayne Chapter of SPEB-
SQSA, rehearsals 7:30 p.m.
Tuesdays, ability to read music not
required, at Newburg United
Methodist Church, Livonia. (734)
722-2186

AVON PLAYERS: Auditions for
Fiddler on the Roof 7 p.m.

Thursday, Feb. 15 (6:30 p.m. regis-

tration) and 1 p.m. Saturday, Feb.
17, at the playhouse, Rochester
Hills. For performances April 27-29,
May 4-6, 10-12 and 17-19. (810)
739-0398

A Guide to entertamment in the I\/Ietro Detront area
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CALL FOR PERFORMERS: The

| Southeast Region Committee of

V8A Arts Michigan (formerly Very
Special Arts Michigan) is looking
for children and adults with mental

| and physical challenges to perform
| at its Celebrate Arts-Ability ,
.Festival Friday-Saturday, May 4-5

at Wonderland Mall in Livonia.
Special needs school and communi-
ty groups and solo acts from the
metro Detroit area will display their
dance, vocal and instrumental
music achievements at the festi-
val. Shoppers and performers will
explore their creativity through
hands-on art, music and movement
activities. Deadline to applyis
March 15. For more information or
applications, call (248) 646-3347
CASTING CALL: Auditions for Tony "
n’ Tina’s Wedding 5 p.m. Monday,
Feb. 19, also needed are a male
singer, bassist and drummer, at the
Harmonie Club, Detroit. For
appointment, call (313) 261-5211
MEADOW BROOK THEATRE: v
Auditions for Little Shop of Horrors

- 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Thursday-Friday,

Feb. 15-16, and 10 a.m. to 1 p.m,
Saturday, Feb. 17, if necessary call
backs will be Saturday afternoon,
members of Actors’ Equity may
make appointments for Friday,
union and non-union actors/singers
make appointments for Thursday or
Sunday, in the rehearsal room 125
at the theater, Rochester. For per-

| formances April 25 to May 20. Call

{248) 370-3310 to schedule an
appointment. : '
TINDERBOX PRODUCTIONS: Begins
a 6-week winter workshop '
Saturday, Feb. 24, student in K12
may choose from ciasses such as
scene study, musical theater and
improvisation or take the full pro-
gram and receive a free TBP tee
shirt. (313) 535-8962

VERD! OPERA THEATRE OF
MICHIGAN: Is looking for entries
for its 7th annual Italian Songs and
Arias Vocal Competition for
Michigan High School Students. o
Held in cooperation with the ltatian
American -Cultural Society, the
competition encourages and helps
develop young amateur vocal talent .
and promotes appreciation for
ltatian music and language.
Deadline for submitting tapes is
Saturday, Feb. 17. Ten finalists will -
be chosen from cassette audiotape -
auditions submitted through their
respective high schools. Each final-
ist will receive a cash prize ranging
from $50 to $1,000 in addition to
the opportunity to perform.before a
live audience at the final concert 4
p.m. Sunday, May 6 at the ltalian
American Cultural Center in
Warren. (734) 455-8895

VSA ARTS MICHIGAN: The
Southeast Region Committee of
VSA Arts Michigan (formerly Very
Special Arts Michigan) is looking
for children and adults with mental
and physical challenges to perform
at its Celebrate Arts-Ability
Festival Friday-Saturday, May 4-5
at Wonderland Mall in Livonia.
Deadline to apply is Thursday,
March 15. Special needs school
and community groups and solo
acts from the metro Détroit area
will display their dance, vocal -and
instrumental music achievements
at the festival. Shoppers and per-
formers will explore their creativity
through hands-on art, music and
movement activities. For more
information or applications, caﬂ C
(248) 646-3347

POPS/SWING

BIRD OF PARADISE ORCHESTRA: 9
p.m. Monday, at the Bird of
Paradise, Ann Arbor. $7 cover.
(734) 662-8310 (blg band, swing,
bop)

JIM PARAVANTES & COMPANY:
8:30 p.m. to 1 a.m. Friday-Saturday
through February, at Excalibur,
Southfield. (248) 358-3355

CHORAL

BARBERSHOP HARMONY: Two of

the Barbershop Harmony Society’s
top-ranking quartets headline the
Detroit-Oakland Chapter's 62nd
Annual Parade of Harmony, 8 p.m.
Friday, Feb. 16 and 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 17, Clarenceville
High School’s Schmidt Auditorium,
Livonia. Tickets $14 (Friday), $15
(Saturday), all seats reserved

(248) 559-7082

SWEDISH RADIO CHOIR: With conh-
ductor Eric Ericson and his cham-
ber choir 8 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 17,
at St. Francis of Assisi Catholic
Church, Ann Arbor. $25. (734)
764-2538
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B’JAZZ VESPERS: Ashaki
Mayimura with
Hamson/Dawdson/Mayberry 6

p.m. Sunday, Feb. 18, at First
Baptist Church, Birmingham. Free

will offering taken for musicians.

(248) 644-0550
BUGS BEDDOW BAND: 8:30 p.m.
to 12:30 a.m. Friday, Feb. 186, at

the Kansas City Grill, Madison
. Heights. (248) 589-9900; 10 p.m.
- to 2 a.m. Saturday, Feb. 17, at the

Cavern Club, Ann Arbor (734) 332-
9900

RAVI COLTRANE: The saxophonist
'son of John and Alice Coltrane per-
forms 8 p.m. and 10 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 10, at the Gem
Theatre, Detroit. $35-$65. (313)
9639800

THORNETTA DAVIS: 9 p m. Friday-
Saturday, Feb. 16-17, at Edison’s,
Birmingham. No cover. (248) 645-
2150

PAUL FINKBEINER’S JAM SESSION:

-9 p.m. Sunday, at the Bird of
" Paradise, Ann Arbor. $2 cover.

(734) 662-8310

DALE GRISA TRIO: 6-8 p.m.
Tuesday, at Sweet Lorraine's in the
Livonia Marriott Hotel. (734) 253-
7480

ROBERT JONES: Celebrates the
blues. and Black History Month 3
p.m. Sunday, Feb. 18, at Borders
Books, Farmington Hills. (248)
7370110

" YUSEF LATEEF: Performs his The

African American Epic Suite 8 p.m.
Friday, Feb. 16, at Orchestra Hall.
$15-$46. (313) 576-5111

LOS GATOS: O p.m. Wednesday, at
the Bird of Paradise, Ann Arbor. $5
cover, (734) 652-8310

MATT MICHAELS TRIO: With trum-
peter John Trudeli, 8-11:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 21, at Ron’s
Fireside Inn, 28837 Warren Road
{east of Middlebelt), Garden City.
{(734) 762-7756

BILLY ROBINSON/JOHN HICKS: 8
p.m. Saturday, Feb. 17, at the
Kerrytown Concert House, Ann
Arbor. $10-$25. (734) 769-2999
TAMPA TED AND THE BLUE
KNIGHTS: 8:30 p.m. Thursday, Feb.
15, at Edison’s, Birmingham. No
cover. (248) 645-2150

VANGUARD JAZZ ORCHESTRA: A
tribute to the music of Thad Jones
featuring Charles McPherson 8
p.m. Friday, Feb. 23, at Orchestra
Hall, Detroit. $17-$47. (313) 576-
5111

PAUL VORNHAGEN: Friday-
Saturday, Feb. 16-17, at the Bird of
Paradise, Ann Arbor. $10. (734)
662-8310

WORL D

" MUSIC

BLACKTHORN: 3 p.m. Sunday,

. March 4, at the Southfield Centre

for the Arts. $8, includes opportu-
nity to meet artists following per- .
formance. (248) 424-9041 (Celtic)
JESSE COOK: The Canadian
acoustic guitarist plays a fiery mix
of rumba, Latin jazz and world
music 8 p.m. Friday, Feb. 16, at
The Ark, Ann Arbor. $20, $14 stu-
dents. (734) 763-TKTS
LADYSMITH BLACK MAMBAZO:
The African singes from Paul
Simon’s Graceland perform 8 p.m.
Tuesday, Fep. 20, at The Ark, Ann

Arbor. $35. (734) 763-TKTS

FOLK/
ACOUSTIC

RICHARD BUCKNER: 8 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 19, at The Ark, Ann
Arbor, $11. (734) 763-TKTS
SARAH HARMER: 7:30 p.m.
Sunday, Feb. 18, at The Ark, Ann
Arbor, $11. (734) 763-TKTS -
RFD BOYS: 8 p.m. Saturday, Feb.
17, at The Ark, Ann Arbor. $10,
$9 seniors/students. (734) 763-
TKTS

DANCE

CONTRA DANCE: To live music by
Harvest, Donna Bird and David
West;6:30-8:30 p.m. Sunday, Feb.
18, at the Freight House in
Ypsilanti's Depot Town. $5, kids
free with adults. (734) 973-0242,
ext. 296 - :
DETROIT DANCE COLLECTIVE:
Presents Collage, a concert of con-
temporary dances featuring chore-
ography by company members
Corinne Imberski, Anh Nguyen and
Kay Redoers and previews of new
works by artistic directors Paula
Kramer and Barbara Selinger 8
p.m. Friday-Saturday, Feb. 16-17, in
the third floor Maggie Allesee
Dance Studio at Wayne State
University, Old Main Building,
Detroit. $10, seating is limited.
For reservations, call (313) 965-
3544

K

Making contact: Please submit popular music items for publication to Stephanie Casola; all others to Linda
Chomin, two weeks in advance to the Observer & Eccentric Newspapers, 36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia 48150 or

by fax (734) 591-7279. ltems must include the date, time, venue, admission price and a telephone number.
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GINA GIBNEY DANCE: A sneak pre-
view of the company's new work
Several Truths 8 p.m. Friday, March
2 before its New York City pre-

miere, in the Maggie Allesee Dance

Studio in the. 0id Main building on
the campus of Waynhe State .
University, Detroit. $10, $5 stu-
dents. (313) 577-4273

M OON-DUSTERS: Ballroom danc-
ing to live bands 8:30-11:30 p.m.
Saturday, at the Livonia Civic
Center, 15218 Farmington Road,
Livonia. $5. (248) 967-1428

"TAMBURITZANS OF DUQUESNE

UNIVERSITY: 2 p.m. Sunday, Feb.
25, at Warren Woods Community

Theater, Warren. $18. (248) 887-

46877

{ U-M BALLROOM DANCE CLUB

Ballroom dance lesson and open
dancing 4-10 p.m. Sunday, at the
Union Ballroom, Ann- Arbor. $2.
(734) 763-6984
WATERFORD-OAKS BALLROOM
DANCING: 8-11 p.m. Friday, March .
2, at 2800 Watkins Lake Road,
Waterford, (248) 673-4764

ANN ARBOR COMEDY SHOWCASE:
Pam Stone Thursday-Saturday, Feb.
15-17, at the club, Ann Arbor.
(734) 996-9080 B ‘
JD’S KEY CLUB: Barry Neal, Kevin
Kramis, 7 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 13;
Jim McHugh, Dan Greuter,”7 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 20, at the ciub,
Pontiac. $6 admission: (248) 338-
7337

JOEY'S COMEDY CLUB: at the club

1 above Kicker's AH American Grilt,

Livonia. (734) 261-0555 -
MARK RIDLEY'S COMEDY CASTLE:
Leo Dufour Thursday-Saturday, Feb.

+15-17, at the club, Royal Oak.
{(248) 542-9900

SECOND CITY: Here Comes My
19th Nervous Breakdown, 8 p.m.
Wednesday-Sunday; 1001 Improv
Jammers 8 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 20
and 27, and March 6, at the club
in Detroit. $15 and $20. (313)
965-2222/(248) 645-6666 or
www.secondcity.com

MUSEUMS
ANN ARBOR HANDS-ON MUSEUM:

| The museum offers more than 250

interactive exhibits intended to
make science fun, at the museum,
Ann Arbor. Hours are 10 am.to 5 -
p.m. Tuesday-Saturday and noon to
5 p.m. Sunday. $6, $4
children/seniors/students. (734)
995-5439 -
CENTER FOR CARIBBEAN

1 ARTS/CULTURE: Opens -a month

long tribute to C.L.R. James and
his fight for social revolution, film 6
p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 15, at the
center, Detroit. (313) 871-4594,
film series 6 p.m. Wednesday, Feb.
28, at the Museum of African
American History.

" PETROIT HISTORICAL MUSEUM: -

African American Images from the
Beginning of Photography to the

.Civil War is a slide lecture with

Jackie Wilson 2 p.m. Sunday, Feb.
18, at the museum. $5 plus muse-
um admission. Advanced registra-
tion is recommended. (313) 833- .
1733

LIVE
MU S IC
ACDC:With Slash’s Snakeplt 7:30

-p.m. Wednesday, May 2, Joe Louis

Arena, Detroit. $35.25-$45.25.
(248) 433-1515 (rock) .

A PERFECT CIRCLE: With Snake .
River Conspiracy, Thursday, March
29, on the campus of Eastern
Michigan University, Ypsilanti.
Details to come: (rock)
ATTENTION BENEFIT
DISORDER:Hosted by The Ghoul,
with The Witches, Bantam Rooster,
Cinecyde, Bump N Uglies, Edith
Head, 8 p.m. Saturday, March 3,
Magic Stick, Detroit. $8. (313)
8339700 (rock)

AVAIL: With Propagandhi, J. Church
and Fabulous Disaster, 5:30 p.m.
Monday, March 5, St. Andrews
Hall, Detroit. $10. All ages. (313)

| 961-MELT.

ERYKAH BADU: With Soulchild,
Talib Kweli, 8 p.m. Thursday, Feb.
22, Fox Theatre, Detroit. $40-$75.
(248) 433-1515

JOHNNIE BASSETT AND THE BLUES
INSURGENTS: 10 p.m. Friday, Feb.
16, Center Street Pub, Detroit.
(313) 965-3651.. (blues)

JEFF BECK: 8 p.m. Tuesday, March

-13, Fox Theatre, Detroit.$32.50-

$50. (248) 433-1515 (guitar rock)

' BLUE HAWAIIANS: 7 p.m, Friday-

Saturday, Feb. 16-17, Fox and
Hounds, Bloomfield Hills. Free. All
ages, (248) 644-4800 (blues)

| ‘Feb. 24, St. Andrews Hall,

BRIDGE: Thursday~$aturday, Feb.
22-24, March 1-3, Bullfrog Bar and
Grill, Redford. (313) 533-4477
SARAH BRIGHTMAN: La Luna ,
World Tour, 8 p.m. Saturday, March
17, Masonic Temple, Detroit. $35-
$65. (248) 645-6666
BUCKCHERRY: 9 p.m. Saturday,
Detroit.
$15. Ali ages. (313) 961- 8961
(garage punk rock)

AL CARMICHAEL: 7 p.m. Monday,
Feb. 19, Fox and Hounds, - .

‘Bloomfield Hills. Free. All ages.

(248) 644-4800 (blues)

AARON CARTER: 10 a.m. Sunday,
Feb. 25, State Theatre, Detroit, -
$23. All ages. {(313) 961-5451
MIKE “AGENT X" CLARK: -

. Beatdownsounds every Thursday,

One X, Michigan Ave., Detroit.
http://www.beatdownsounds.com
(house)

MIKE CLARK'S PRESCRIPTION
RENEWAL: Featuring Charlie
Hunter, DJ Logic and Robert
Walter, with special guest
Sugarman 3, 8 p.m. Sunday, March
11, Magic Bag, Ferndale. $15
advance. {248) 544-3030

THE DANIELSON FAMILE: With
Scientific, Flashpap'r, 8 p.m..
Sunday, March 4, Magic Stick,
Detroit. $7. (313) 8339700

DARK STAR ORCHESTRA: 8 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 24, Royal Oak
Music Theatre, Royal Oak. $15.
(248) 645-6666

THORNETTA DAVIS: 7 p.m. Friday-
Saturday, Feb. 23-24, Fox and
Hounds, Bloomfield Hiils. Free. All
ages. (248) 644-4800 (blues)
DEAD HEROES: With Easy Action,
Throttlebody, 9 p.m. Saturday, Feb.
24, Magic Stick, Detroit. (313)

| 833-9700 (punk) -

DEATHCAB FOR CUTIE: With The -
Jealous Sound, The And/Ors, 8
p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 27, Magic
Stick, Detroit. $8. (34.3) 833-9700
DELL AND THE RCUGHCUTYS: 8
p.m. Saturday, March 3, Trinity
House Theatre, Livonia. $10 or $8
for theater members. (734) 464~
6302 :
JASON DENNIE: 8 p.m. Saturday,
March 10, Trinity House Theatre,
Livonia. $10 or $8 for theater mem-
bers. (734) 4646302

DETRQIT BLUES GUITAR: Featuring

- Robert Penn, Bobby Murray, 2 p.m.

Saturday, Feb. 17, Scarab Club,
Detroit. Free. Al ages. (248) 262-
6890 .

DETROIT COBRAS: Friday, Feb. 16,
Gold Dollar, Detroit. (313) 833-
6873 (rock)

THE BETROIT OLD TIMERS: Ninth
annual concert and dance, With
The Manhattans featuring Gerald
Alston and Blue Lovett, also come-
dian Downtown Tony Brown, David
Myles and the Mylestones, and
Serieux, 8 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 17,
The Masonic Temple, Scottish Rite
Theatre, Detroit. (248) 351-9662
DETROIT VOLUME:With DJ Hannah

“and DJ Korie, 9 p.m. Wednesday,

Feb. 14, Magic Stick, Detroit. $5.
(313) 833-9700

AL DI MEOLA’S NEW WORLD
SINFONIA: 8 p.m. Saturday, March
3, Royal Oak Music Theatre, Royal
Oak. $32.50. (248) 645-6666
DOMESTIC PROBLEMS: With The
Brothers Ggoove, ©:30 p.m.
Saturday, ‘Feb. 17, Blind Pig, Ann .
Arbor. $6. (734) 996-8555 (rock
with horn section)

THE DONNAS: With Bratmobile, The

Mooney Suzuki, 7 p.m. Sunday,
March 18, Magic Stick, Detroit.
$410. All ages. (313) 833-2700

| {punk)
" DOVES: 6:30 p.m. Fnday, March 2,

St. Andrews Hall, Detroit. $10. All
ages. (313) 96L-MELT-

EAR CANDY FESTIVAL: With Jason
Tar, Rattling Wall Collective in
Dutch, Laughing Gas, Deita Waves,
Persona, 7 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 18,
room F-110 fine arts building on
HFCC's main campus, 5101
Evergreen, Dearborn. $10.
Sponsored by WHFR 89.3FM

| EASY ACTION: With Shepwrench,

The Paybacks, 8 p.m. Friday, Feb.
18, Royal Oak Music Theatre,
Royal Oak. $6. (248) 645-6666

'EKOOSTIK HOOKAH: Performing for

Hash Bash celebration, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, April 7, Michigan
Theatre, Ann Arbor. $16.75. All
ages. (734) 668-8397 (jam band)
MARK ELF TRIO: 8 and 10:30 p.m.
Friday, March 2, Firefly Club, Ann
Arbor. $15. 18 and older. (734)
665-9090

ELKION:CD.release showcase with
Few and Far Between, Remainder,
Red Shirt Brigade, Kid Brother
Collective, The Recital, The Killing
Suspense, Silence of Fall, 6 p.m.
Sunday, Feb. 18, Magic Stick,
Detroit. $8. All ages. (313) 833-
9700

ENGLISH BEAT: Featuring Dave
Wakeling, 8 p.m. Saturday, March
10, Magic Bag, Ferndale. (248)
544-3030

EVE 6: With VAST, 5:30 p.m.
Saturday, March 10, Clutch Cargo,
Pontiac. $1.3. All ages. (248) 333-
2362 (power-pop) '

TERRY FARMER: 7 p.m, Saturday,

Feb. 23, Jumpin’ Java Cafe, Lake
QOrion. (248) 693-4424; 8:30 p.m.
Friday, March 9, Crazy Wisdom
Bookstore and Tea Room, Ann
Arbor. (734) 665-2757 '
FAMOUS RAY: 9:30 p.m. -
Wednesday, Feb. 28, Blind Pig, Ann
Arbor. $3 for over 21 and $5 under
21. (734) 996-8555

FATHER GREEN: With Brad's Dead
Fish, Blackeye, 2:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 21, Blind Pig, Ann
Arbor. $3 for over 21 and $5 under
21. (734) 996-8555

7 50C HEADRUSH: Thursday-

Saturday, Feb. 15-17, Bulifrog Bar
and Grill, Redford. (313) 533-4477
FOOLISH MORTALS: 8 p.m. Friday,
Feb. 16, Lower Town Grill,
Plymouth; 8 p.m. Saturday, Feb.
17, The Drowsy Parrot Saline. For
details, see
www.maynardmusic.com

GRAND FUNK RAILROAD: 8 p.m.
Thursday, March 22, The Palace of
Auburn Hills. $9.47-$22. (248)
845-6666

DAVID GRAY: Sunday, April 22,
State Theatre, Detroit. Details to
come. (singer-songwriter)
HAPPENSTANCE: Friday-Saturday,
Feb. 16-17, 23-24, Shantie Food
and Spirits, Warren. (810) 755-
5055; Friday, March 2, 9, Johnny
B. Goode’s, Warren, (810) 772-
6343; Friday, March 16, Friday-
Saturday, March 23-24, The Great
Baraboo, Clinton Township. (810)-
792-7397 (rock)

- ALVIN YOUNGBLOOD HART: 8:30

p.m. and 11:30 p.m. Friday, Feb.
16, Firefly Club, Ann Arbor, $15-
$25. (734) 665-9080

AL HILL: 7 p.m. Thursday- Saturday,
Feb. 8-10, Thursday, Feb. 15,
Tuesday, Feb. 20, Zydeco’s, Ann
Arbor. (734) 995-3600; 6 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 18, Mac’s Acadian
Seafood, Saline. (734) 944-6227, 7
p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 21, 336
Main, Plymouth. (734) 454-6500
{boogie biues)

IMMUNITY: 10 p.m. Friday, Feb.
23, The Cavern Club, Ann Arbor.
Cover charge. (734) 332-9900.
(reggae)

INNER RECIPE:With Lucid,
Biissfield, Friday, Feb. 16, Lili's 21,
Hamtramck. $5. 21 and older.
(313) 875-6555

INSIDE FIVE MINUTES: With
American Drama, The Fear of
Dreams, Some Soviet Station, 8
p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 21, 313.Jac,
upstairs from Jacoby’s, Detroit. $5.
(313) 962-7067

JETTISON RED: With The Muggs,

10 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 24,
313.Jac, upstairs from Jacoby's,
Detroit. $5. (313) 962-7067
ERIC JOHNSON: With Alien Love
Child, Derek Trucks Band, 8 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 17, Royal Oak
Music Theatre, Royal Oak. $25.
(248) 645-6666

ROBERT JONES AND MATT .
WATROBA: Biues and Folk: Two
Rivers, One Stream, 7:30 p.m.
Friday, Feb. 16, Waterford
Historical Church, Waterford, $7-
$10. (248) 623-9389 (blues and
folk) C

KNEE DEEP SHAG: 8 p.m. Friday,
Feb. 23, Magic Bag, Ferndale, $7.
(248) 544-3030 (rock with a funk
edge)

KOMPOSIT: 2:30 p.m. Thursday,
Feb. 15, Blind Pig, Ann Arbor. $5 .
for over 21 and $8 under 21. (734)
996-8555

LEFTOVER SALMON: 9 p.m.
Saturday, March 31, The Majestic,
Detroit. $18. (313) 833-9700
BOBBY LEWIS AND THE
CRACKERJACK BAND: Thursday-
Saturday, Feb. 15-17, 22-24,
March 1-3, 8-10, Major Tooley’s
lish Pub, Northville. (248) 465-
1680 S

MAGGIE'S FARM: 9 p.m. Saturday,
Feb. 17, March 3, Coyote Club,
Pontiac. Free. (248) 332-HOWL.
MARDI GRAS MASQUERADE:
Featuring music by Straight Ahead,
8 p.m. Fat Tuesday, Feb. 27,
Fishbones, Detroit. $10 or free
with costume. (313) 965-4600
(jazz)

MATCHBOX TWENTY: With
Everclear, Lifehouse, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, March 3, The Palace of
Auburn Hills. $24.50-$34.50. (248)
845-6666. (pop rock)

| PAT MCGEE BAND: With Lotus,

9:30 p.m. Friday, Feb. 16, Blind
Pig, Ann Arbor. $8 advance, $10 at
door. (734) 996-8555

KENNY MEEKS 8 p.m. Friday,
March 23, Trinity House Theatre,
Livonia. $10 or $8 for theater mem-

" bers. (734) 464-6302

BRAD MEHLDAU TRIO: 7 p.m. and
9 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 21, Bird of
Paradise, Ann Arbor. 18 and older.
$20 advance. (734) 662-8310
METAPHYSICAL JONES: 10 p.m.
Thursdays, 313.JAC, upstairs from
Jacoby’s, Detroit. $5. 18 and over.
(313) 962-7067. . '
MID BY MIDWEST MUSIC
FESTIVAL: Featuring performances
by The Buzzards, Climax Divine,
Clone Defects, The Come-Ons, The
Dirtbombs, Driftweed, Fletcher ,
Pratt, Freddie Fortune & The Four
Gone Conclusions, Ghost World,
The Gore Gore Girls, Hemigod, The
Hentchmen, Judah Johnson, Ko &

| The Midnight Intruders, mHz, The

Mood Elevator, Murder City
Wrecks, New Grenada, The
Numbers, The Octopus, Outrageous
Cherry, The Paybacks, Pirahnas,
Soledad Bros., Stroker Ace, Stun
Gun, Taboo, Them Wranch, They
Come in Threes, The Unfriendlys,
Variac, Waxwings, The Wildbunch
and more, Friday-Saturday, March
9-10. Details to come. Proceeds
benefit Haven, a shelter for bat-
tered women in Southeast
Michigan. The festival is produced
by and for Detroit’s music commu-
nity, The Gold Dollar, The Majestic

-Complex, The Old Miami,

Bittersweet Cafe, Octane Grande
and Living Endustries Productions.

See www.mxmw.conm.

MOE: 8 p.m. Thursday, March 8,
Majestic Theatre, Detroit. $15.718

| and older. (313) 833-9700

MOJAVE 3: With Sid Hellman
Group, 8 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 21,
Magic Stick, Detroit. $10. 18 and
older, (313) 833-9700 (folk rock)
ANNE MURRAY: 8 p.m. Friday,
March 16, Fox Theatre, Detroit.
$32.50-$50. (248) 433-1515.

NEW PORNOGRAPHERS: With Neko
Case, Moods for Moderns, Fletcher
Pratt, © p.m. Friday, Feb. 16,
Magic Stick, Detroit. $8. 18 and
older. (313) 833-9700

1964 THE TRIBUTE: 8 p.m. Friday,
Feb. 16, Magic Bag, Ferndale. $15.
(248) 544-3030. (Beatles covers)
ORGY:With Alient Ant Farm, FEb.
27, Clutch Cargo, Pont:ac Details
to come.

ORIGINAL HITS: 7 p.m. Tuesday,

Feb. 20, Fox and Hounds,
Bloomfield Hills. Free. All ages.
(248) 644-4800 (blues variety}
ORGY: With Cold, Spineshank, 7
p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 27, Clutch
Cargo, Pontiac. $16.75 advance.
Ali ages. (248} 333-2362 (death
pop)

OUTKAST: With Ludacris, Slimm
Calhoun, 8 p.m. Wednesday, March
14, Fox Theatre, Detroit. $32-$50.
(248) 433-1515,

OVERDOSE: © p.m. every Sunday,

‘hosted by DJ Thomas Barnett, Sky -

Bar, upstairs from Sangria, Royal
QOak. 21 and older. $5 cover. (248)
543-1964 (techno)

PAKISTAN! TAMBOURINE: Featuring
members of Blackberry Brandy,
Monday, Feb. 19, 26, Bullfrog Bar
and Grili, Redford. (313) 533-4477
PANTERA: With Soulfly, Morbid

| Angel, rescheduled to Thursday,

March 1, The Palace of Auburn
Hills. $30. Tickets already pur-
chased for the Nov. 25 date will be-
honored. Refunds available at point
of purchase. (248) 645-8666.
(rock-metal)

MACEO PARKER: Saturday, April
28, Royal Oak Music Theatre,
Royal Oak. (248) 645-6668
MICHELLE PENN: 8 p.m. Saturday,
March 24, Magic Stick, Detroit.
$8. (313) 833-9700 (singer-song-
writer)

PIERCE PETTIS: 8 p.m. Saturday,
March 17, Trinity House Theatre,

‘Livonia. $10 or $8 for theater mem-~

bers. (734) 4646302

RACHEL AND KAPP: 7 p.m.
Thursday, Feb. 22, Fox and Hounds,
Bloomfield Hills. Free. All ages.
(248) 644-4800 (biues duo)

RAINER MARIA: With Aloha, New
Granada, 7 p.m. Sunday, March 11,
Magic Stick, Detroit. $7. All ages.
{313) 833-9700

THE RESIDENTS: 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 241, Michigan
Theatre, Ann Arbor. $26.75-

| $33.75. All ages. (734) 668-8397

ROBB ROY: With Treblehead, 10 .
p.m. Friday, Feb. 16, Gotham City
Cafe, Ann Arbor.

| ROYAL OAK RECORD AND CP

EXPO: 10 a.mato 4 p.m. Sunday
Feb. 11, Royal Oak Elk's Hall,

| Royal Oak. (517) 793-2899

ROOMFUL OF BLUES: 8 p.m.
Thursday, March 8, Magic Bag,
Ferndale. $15. 9248) 544-3030
(blues)

LEON RUSSELL: 8 p.m, Saturday,
Feb. 17, Magic Bag, Ferndale. $15
(248) 544-3030

| SANCHEZ: 9 p.m. Saturday, March

3, The Majestic, Detroit. $25
(313) 833-9700 .

SCAVENGER QUARTET: With Kuz.
Saturday, Feb. 15, Gold Doliar,
Detroit. {(313) 833-6873

DJ SHORTROUND: Spins house
along with hosts El George and = -
Kegger from Motor Detroit, for
Sunday Night Rehab, 10 p.m.
Sundays, Town Pump Tavern,

. Detroit. (313) 961-1929

16 HORSEPOWER: With American
Mars, 9 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 17,
Magic Stick, Detroit. $1.2. 18 and
older. (313) 961-89261.

1 RONI SIZE: 8 p.m. Saturday, March

10, Royal Oak Music Theatre, -
Royal Oak. $22.50. (248) 645--

6666

SMALL CRAFT SIGHTING:CD
release party with Mock Heroics,
Bedford Drive, 8 p.m. Friday, March
2, Magic Stick, Detroit, $7. All
ages. (313) 833-9700 -

708 SOUL JAM: Featuring The
Stylistics, Dramatics, Chi-Lites,
Harold Melvin and the Blue Notes
and The Delfonics, 8 p.m. Saturday,
Feb. 17, Fox Theatre, Detroit. $30,
$37.50, $50. (248) 645 6666.
(soul)

RJ SPANGLER GROUPJ 7 p.m.
Thursday, Feb. 15, Fo>§ and Hounds,
Bloomfield Hills. Free.:All ages.
(248) 644-48Q0

STRANGEFOLK: 7:30 p.m. Tuesday,
Feb. 20, Magic Stick, Detroit.
$8.50. 18 and older. (313) 833-
9700 (folk-rock jam band) '
SWALLOWHOLE: With Caulfield, 10
p.m. Saturday, Feb. 17,
Roadrunner’s Raft, Hamtramck.
Free. (313) 873-7238.

THE TEMPTATIONS:With Ashford &
Simpson, Undisputed Truth, 8 p.m.
Friday, Feb. 23, Fox Theatre,
Detroit. $35-$75. (313) 433-1515.
THRALL: With Chapstick, The
Drakes, 9:30 p.m. Saturday, Feb.
24, Blind Pig, Ann Arbor. $5 for
over 21 and $7 under 21, (734)
096-8555

TWELFTH HOUR: With The Jinx, 10
p.m. Friday, Feb. 16, 313.Jac,
upstairs from Jacoby's, Detroit. $5.
(313) 962-7067

TWISTIN’ TARANTULAS: Sunday, -

* Feb. 18, 25, Bullfrog Bar and Grill,

Redford. (313) 533-4477

' 2 DAYS STRAIGHT: With Red

September, Caulfield, 10 p.m.
Friday, Feb. 23, 313.Jac, upstairs
from Jacoby’s, Detroit. $5. (313)
962-7067

U2: With PJ Harvey, 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday, May 30, Palace of
Auburn Hills. Tickets $45- $130
(248) 645-6666.

UMPHRIE'S MCGEE: With ‘
Smokestack, 9:30 p.m. Friday, Feb. '
23, Blind Pig, Ann Arbor. $5 for

over 21 and $7 under 21. (734)
096-8555

LESLIE WEST: Sunday, Feb. 25,
Magic Bag, Ferndale $15 (248)
544-3030

THE WILDBUNCH: With French
Kicks, The Dishes, Saturday, Feb.
17, Gold Dollar, Detrout (313) 833-°
6873 '
BROOKS WILLIAMS: 8 p.m. .
Saturday, April 27, Trinity House
Theatre, Livonia. $10 or $8 for the- -
ater members. (734) 464-6302
LESLIE WEST: 8 p.m. Sunday; Feb. ~

25, Magic Bag, Ferndale. $15.

(248) 544-3030.



http://www.secondcity.com
http://www.beatdownsounds.com
http://www.maynardmusic.com
http://www.mxmw.com
mailto:scasoia@oe.homecomm.net
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Almost certainly Max Schreck
wag not a vampire,

The German character actor

made a few obscure films before
his death in 1936 and would be
no more than a footnote to film -
history if it weren't for his star-
ring role in F. W. Murnau’s 1922
classic Nosferatu.
" He played perhaps the most
" hideous vampire in the history of
films. But no one has suggested
that he actually feasted on
human blood.

Until now.

E. Elias Merhige’s dehghtful
Shadow of the Vampire poses the

‘Shadow of the Vampire’

to ensure the authenticity of his
masterpiece, Nosferatu, Murnau
hired a real vampire to play
“Count Orlok.”

The true nature of Count
Orlok, passed off as real actor
Max Schreck, soon becomes
apparent as this artificial docu-
mentary unfolds. .

Director Merhige does a mar-
velous job of recreating the sense
of film making in pre-Hitler Ger-
many. John Malkovich stars as
Murnau, who comes off some-
what as a monster himself as he
is willing to sacrifice any life for
his art.

Also notable to the cast is Udo
Kier, a veteran actor who has
played a vampire on more than

in the Andy Warhol production
of Dracula in which he was seek-
ing the blood of “whergins.”)

But it’s Academy Award nomi-
nee Willem Dafoe as Schreck
who dominates the film. Hissing
and wheezing and with stiletto
fingernails he is Nosferatu.

“I vant makeup,” he demands
as filming is to begin in his
remote castle. Murnau refuses.
Schreck needs nothing to embel-
lish his character.

The premise of this film may
be jarring to the viewer. After
all, Nosferatu, Schreck and Mur-
nau were real. And Nosferatu
already has taken on legendary
status for being a nearly lost
film. Murnau was sued by the

intriguing premise that in order

one occasion. (He was wonderful

widow of Bram Stoker for pla-
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blends fact with fiction

giarizing Dracula and renaming
it Nosferatu. The court ruled in
her favor and ‘ordered all prints
of Nosferatu destroyed. Fortu-
nately, some survived.

Merhige skillfully blends
scenes of the actual Nosferatu
with his recreation of the pro-
duction. . .

Great attention is paid to
detail as we get to see how films
were made in a time before
sound and with hand-operated
cameras.

Despite a marvelously oppres-
sive atmosphere of decay, there
are some fine comedic moments,
such as when Murnau takes
Schreck to task for feasting on
his cameraman, Why my cam-
eraman, he demands. Why
couldnt you just take the script
girl?

Schreck pauses a moment over
the missed opportunity, then
replies, “I'll eat her later.”

But the ominous conclusion
reminds us that this is at heart a
horror movie. As well as one big
joke, albeit a very good one.

Separating fact from fiction,
the real Murnau survived Nos-
feratu and directed such classics
as Faust and The Last Laugh
before his untimely death in an
auto accident in 1931,

Schreck made only a handful
of films, none of which, beside
Nosferatu, is remembered today.

Anyone who has seen this film
will certainly want to check out
the original, which even today
stands as one of the finest horror
films ever made. And don't miss
Werner Herzog’s 1979 remake,

If looks could kill: (Top)
Willem Dafoe cuts a stark
profile as Count Orlok.

Details: (Right) As direc-
tor FW. Murnau, John
Malkovich also gave a
real insight to filming
equipment and techniques
of the 1920s.

which faithfully recreates the
original and stars Klaus Kinski
as a dead-ringer for Schreck. It’s
available in English and German
language versions. Get the
English version. It’s better.

In any case, Shadow of the
Vampire stands as an original,

thoroughly engrossing film that
Murnau probably would have
loved. - '
As for Schreck, one can only .
wonder...

Predictable ‘Valentine’ hardly
scares up a holiday audience

By JON KAtz
SPECIAL WRITER

Will the last person to guess
the “surprise” ending please turn
off the projector?

Valentine, yet another teen
slasher epic, stretches the
patience of even the hardiest
horror fan. Hear those strings in
the soundtrack? It means the
killer’s near. See the extreme
close-up of the girl in distress? It
means the killer’s very near. No

‘strings and no close-ups? It

means more inane dialog until
then. .

Valentine begins neatly
enough at a suburban middle
school’s big Valentine’s Day
dance, where nerdy Jeremy
Melton is rejected by five smug,
would-be dance partners. Dis-
solve 13 years into the present,
when the five have grown to be
the most arrogant, self-centered
and condescending gquintet imag-
inable. No blind date is good
enough for them, and it’s no
wonder they have to go that
route in the first place.

Then, they each receive a
Valentine’s Day card, signed
with the initials J.M. Not your
garden variety Hallmark, mind
you. Oné offers the following
poetic twist: “Roses are red/Vio-
lets are blue/They’ll need dental
records to identify you.” Charm-

Horror: ‘Valentine’ uses all the usual tricks to focus on

fright.

ing fellow, this mystery slayer.

Oh yes, each card precedes
another chorus of strings, a few
close~ups, one or two red her-
rings to keep you in the game,
and finally the horrific demise of
the recipient at the hands of the
Cupid-masked murderer.

Is it Jeremy back for revenge,
or is it one of the other weirdoes,
from the spooky neighbor to the
creepy artist to the lecherous
police detective? Listen for the
strings and see who's left.

Valentine features a flock of
somewhat-familiar young film
and TV actors. As bad-girl Palge,
Denise Richards (The World is
Not Enough) is the most recog-

nizable. Her eyebrows are the-
second scariest thing in the film.

Marley Shelton (the current

Sugar and Spice) fareg better as

the quiet, trusting Kate. David~
Boreanaz (TV’s Angel) is Kate’s

sometimes boyfriend who can’t

stay on the wagon long. enough

to make it permanent.

Despite its four writers, Valen:
tine would have been better off
with its tongue occasionally in-
its cheek. By playing it “dead”
serious, the wittiest dialogue i
came from the snickering audi-" i
ence. s

Jon Katz reviews films for the
Observer & Eccentric Newspa-~
pers. He lives in Rochester.

COMING A'I'I'RAC'I'IONS

Scheduled to open Friday, Feb. 16

DOWN TO EARTH

Chris Rock stars as Lance, a struggling
Brooklyn comic who dies a moment too
soon and is returned to Earth in the
body of a rich white man whose wife
and lover are-plotting to kifl him. Also
stars Chazz Paiminteri and Regina King.

SWEET NOVEMBER

Neison Moss and Sara Deever have
nothing in common except an hour
spent in DMV hell. She’s a charming
spirit who brings out the best in a man.
He’s a workaholic executive whose only
intimate relationship is with the bottom
line, until he meets Sara. Stars Keanu
Reeves, Charlize Theron, Greg Germann,
Jason Isaacs and Liam Alker. Directed

by Pat 0’Connot.

RECESS

The ABC morning animated series
comes to the big screen as a group of
grade-schoolers on the playground go
off on summer vacation. Among their
adventures is an encounter with former
principal Dr. Benedict, Features the
voices of Andrew Lawrence and Allyce
Beasley.

IN THE MOOD FOR LOVE

Chow suspects his wife is having an
affair. Li-Zhen, whose husband spends
a lot of time away on business, is intro-
duced 10 Chow and the two form a
warm friendship. Drawn to each other
after learning their spouses are having
an affair, they are forced to come to
terms with their feelings for one anoth-
er. Stars Maggie Cheung{,ﬂShown exclu-
-sively at the Detroit Institute of Art.

Recess

Scheduled to open Friday, Feb. 23

3000 MILES TO GRACELAND

Suspenseful action-adventure about a
gang of ex-cons who heist miilions from
a Las Vegas casino during Elvis Conven-
tion Week, posing as Eivis imperson-
ators. The ptan leads to betrayal, chaos
and murder. Stars Kurt Russell, Kevin
Costner, Courtney Cox, Christian Slater,
David Arquette, Jon Lovitz and lce T.

MONKEYBONE

Cartoonist Stu Smiley slips into a coma
and the beginning of an ocutrageous fan-
tasy world takes place. Trapped in a
bizarre world called Downtown, nestled
somewhere between life and death, he
must find the means to return to reality.
Mayhem ensues when his cartoon cre-
ation, Monkeybone, takes over his body
and mind. Stars Bridget Fonda, Brendan
Fraser and Whoopi Goldberg.

ORIGINAL SIN

Based on Cornwall Woolrich’s novel,
Waltz Into Darkness, this fitm follows a-
wealthy Cuban coffee grower who mar-
ries a young woman only to find she is a
deceptive seductress. Stars Antonio
Banderas and Angelina Jolie.

Scheduled to open Friday, March 2

THE MEXICAN

The story tells of the ill-fated travels of
Jerry Welbach, a reluctant bagman who
has'a score to settle with a crime king- -
pin and, even more dangerous, his gir-
friend. When he is sent to Mexico to
retrieve an allegedly cursed priceless
antique pistol, known as The Mexican,
his ptans and his life begin to unravel.
Stars Brad Pitt and Julia Roberts.

Scheduled to open Friday, March 9

GETOVERIT .
When Berke Landers gets unexpectedly .
dumped by his high school swestheart,
Allison, only to discover she’s started -
dating the new kid on the biock. Berke
will do anything to win her back. Includ-
ing try out for the school musical.

That’s where he meets Kelly — the girl
who will help him get over it. Stars Ben
Foster, Kirstin Dunst.

COMPANY MAN

A nerdy 1960’s Connecticut high school
grammer teacher Allen Quimp stumbles’
into being a legendary international spy
hero in an effort to avoid his nagging
wife. His misadventures contribute to *
his meteoric rise in the CIA, which uiti-
mately sends him to Cuba where he’s -
involved in a plot to overthrow Fidel
Castro. Stars Douglas MoGrath, Sigour-
ney Weaver, John Turturro.
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B’JAZZ VESPERS: Ashaki
Mayimura with '
Harrison/Davidson/Mayberry &
p.m. Sunday, Feb. 18, at First
Baptist Church, Birmingham. Free
wili offering taken for musicians.
(248) 644-0550
‘BUGS BEDDOW BAND: 8:30 p.m.
to 12:30 a.m. Friday, Feb. 16, at
the Kansas City Grill, Madison
Heights. (248) 589-9200; 10 p.m.
- to 2 a.m. Saturday, Feb. 17, at the
- Cavern Club, Ann Arbor (734) 332-
9900
RAVI COLTRANE: The saxophonist
son of John and Alice Coltrane per-
forms 8 p.m. and 10 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 10, at the Gem
Theatre, Detroit. $35:-$65. (313)
963-9800
THORNETTA DAVIS: 9 p.m. Friday-
Saturday, Feb. 16-17, at Edison’s,
Birmingham. No cover. (248) 645-
2150
PAUL FINKBEINER’S JAM SESSION:
9 p.m. Sunday, at the Bird of

" Paradise, Ann Arbor, $2 cover.
(734) 662-8310
DALE GRISA TRIO: 6-8 p.m.
Fuesday, at Sweet Lorraine's in the
Livonia Marriott Hotel. (734) 953-
7480
ROBERT JONES: Celebrates the
blues and Black Hustory Month 3
p.m. Sunday, Feb. 18, at Borders
Books, Farmington Hiils. (248)
737-0110 .

- YUSEF LATEEF: Performs his The
African American Epic Suite 8 p.m.
Friday, Feb. 16, at Orchestra Hall.
$15-$46. (313) 576-5111
LOS GATOS: 9 p.m. Wednesday, at
the Bird of Paradise, Ann Arbor. $5
cover. (734) 662-8310
MATT MICHAELS TRIO: With trum-
peter John Trudelt, 8-11:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 21, at Ron’'s
Fireside inn, 28937 Warren Road
{east of Middlebelt), Garden City.
(734) 762-7756
BILLY ROBINSON/JOHN HICKS: 8
p.m. Saturday, Feb. 17, at the
Kerrytown Concert House, Ann
Arbor. $10-$25. (734) 769-2999
TAMPA TED AND THE BLUE
KNIGHTS: 8:30 p.m. Thursday, Feb.
15, at Edison's, Birmingham. No
cover. (248) 645-2150
VANGUARD JAZZ ORCHESTRA: A
tribute to the music of Thad Jones
featuring Charles McPherson 8
p.m. Friday, Feb. 23, at Orchestra
Hall, Detroit. $17-$47. (313) 576-
5111
PAUL VORNHAGEN: Friday-
Saturday, Feb. 16-17, at the Bird of
Paradise, Ann Arbor. $10. (734)
662-8310

’ % USIC
BLACKTHORN: 3 p.m. Sunday,
March 4, at the Southfield Centre
for the Arts. $8, includes opportu-
nity to meet artists following per-
formance. (248) 424-9041 (Celtic)
JESSE COOK: The Canadian
acoustic guitarist plays a fiery mix
of rumba, Latin jazz and world
music 8 p.m. Friday, Feb. 16, at
The Ark, Ann Arbor. $20, $14 stu-
dents. (734) 763-TKTS
LADYSMITH BLACK MAMBAZO:
The African singes from Paul.
Simon's Graceland perform 8 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 20, at The Ark, Ann

Arbor. $35. (734) 763-TKTS

. FOLK/

ACOUSTIC
RICHARD BUCKNER: 8 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 19, at The Ark, Ann
Arbor. $11. (734) 763-TKTS
SARAH HARMER: 7:30 p.m.
Sunday, Feb. 18, at The Ark, Ann
Arbor. $11. (734) 763-TKTS - _
RFD BOYS: 8 p.m. Saturday, Feb.
17, at The Ark, Ann Arbor. $10,
$9 seniors/students. (734) 763-
TKTS

DANCE

CONTRA DANCE: To live music by
Harvest, Donna Bird and David
West; 6:30-8:30 p.m. Sunday, Feb.
18, at the Freight House in
Ypsiianti's Depot Town. $5, kids
free with adults. (734) 973—0242,
ext. 296

DETROIT DANCE COLLEOTIVE'
Presents Coliage, a concert of con-
temporary dances featuring chore-
ography by company members
Corinne Imberski, Anh Nguyen and
Kay Redoers and previews of new
works by artistic directors Paula
Kramer and Barbara Selinger 8
p.m. Friday-Saturday, Feb. 16-17, in
the third floor Maggie Ailesee
Dance Studio at Wayne State
University, Old Main Building,
Detroit. $10, seating is limited.
For reservations, call (313) 965-
3544

Making contact: Please submit popular music items for publication to Stephanie Casola; all others to Linda

Chomin, two weeks in advance to the Observer & Eccentric Newspapers, 36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia 48150 or
by fax (734) 591-7279. ltems must include the date, time, venue, admission price and a telephone number.
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GINA GIBNEY DANCE: A sneak pre-
view of the company’s new work
Several Truths 8 p.m. Friday, March
2 before its New York City pre-

miere, in the Maggie Allesee Dance

Studio in the Old Main building on
the campus of Wayne State )
University, Detroit. $10, $5 stu-
dents. (313) 5774273

M OON-DUSTERS: Baliroom danc-
ing to live bands 8:30-11:30 p.m.
Saturday, at the Livonia Civic
Center, 15218 Farmington Road,
Livonia. $5. (248) 967-1428
TAMBURITZANS OF DUQUESNE
UNIVERSITY: 2 p.m. Sunday, Feb.
25, at Warren Woods Community
Theater, Warren, $18. (248) 887-
4677

{ U-M BALLROOM DANCE CLUB'

Ballroom dance lesson and open
dancing 4-10 p.m. Sunday, at the
Union Ballroom, Ann Arbor. $2.
(734) 763-6984
WATERFORD-0AKS BALLROOM

DANCING: 8-11 p.m. Friday, March .

2, at 2800 Watkins Lake Road,
Waterford. (248) 67‘3-4764 )

C O M E DY

ANN ARBOR COMEDY SHOWCASE:

Pam Stone Thursday-Saturday, Feb.
15-17, at the club, Ann Arlor.
(734) 996-9080 ' . v
ID’S KEY CLUB: Barry Neal, Kevin
Kramis, 7 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 13;
Jim McHugh, Dan Greuter,’ 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 20, at the club,
Pontiac. $6 admission. (248) 338-
7337

JOEY’S COMEDY CLUB: at the club
above Kicker's All American Grill,

i Livonia. (734) 261-0555

MARK RIDLEY’'S COMEDY CASTLE:
Leo Dufour Thursday-Saturday, Feb.

- 15-17, at the club, Royal Oak.
(248) 542-9900

SECOND CITY: Here Comes My
19th Nervous Breakdown, 8 p.m.
Wednesday-Sunday; 1001 Improv
Jammers 8 p.m. Tuesday, Feh. 20
and 27, and March 6, at the club
in Detroit. $15 and $20. (313)
965-2222/(248) 645-6666 or
www.secondcity.com

MUSEUMS

AND TOURS
ANN ARBOR HANDS-ON MUSEUM:

The museum offers more than 250
interactive exhibits intended to
make science fun, at the museum,
Ann Arbor. Hours are 10 am. to 5 -
p.m. Tuesday-Saturday and noon to
5 p.m. Sunday. $6, $4
children/seniors/students. (734)
995-5439 .
CENTER FOR CARIBBEAN
ARTS/CULTURE: Opens -a month
long tribute to C.L.R. James and
his fight for social revolution, film 6
p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 15, at the
center, Detroit. (313) 871-4594;
film series 6 p.m. Wednesday, Feb.
28, at the Museum of African
American History.

" DETROIT HISTORICAL MUSEUM:

African American Images from the
Beginning of Photography to the

-Civil War is a slide lecture with

Jackie Wilson 2 p.m, Sunday, Feb.

| 18, at the museum. $5 plus muse-

um admission. Advanced registra-
tion is recommended. (313) 833- .
1733 -
L XV K
MU S X C

ACDC:With Slash’s Snakepit, 7:30
- p.m. Wednesday, May 2, Joe Louis

Arena, Detroit. $35.25-$45.25.
(248) 433-1515 (rock) :

A PERFECT CIRCLE: With Snake
River Conspiracy, Thursday, March
29, on the campus of Eastern
Michigan University, Ypsilanti.
Details to come: (rock)

ATTENTION BENEFIT
DISORDER:Hosted by The Ghoul,
with The Witches, Bantam Rooster,
Cinecyde, Bump N Uglies, Edith
Head, 8 p.m. Saturday, March 3,
Magic Stick, Detroit. $8. (313)
833-9700 (rock) :
AVAIL: With Propagandhi, J. Church
and Fabulous Disaster, 5:30 p.m.
Monday, March 5, St. Andrews
Hall, Detroit. $10. Ail ages (313)

| 961-MELT.

ERYKAH BADU: With Soulchild,
Talib Kweli, 8 p.m. Thursday, Feb.
22, Fox Theatre, Detroit. $40-$75.
(248) 433-1515

JOHNNIE BASSETT AND THE BLUES
INSURGENTS: 10 p.m. Friday, Feb.
18, Center Street Pub, Detroit.
(313) 965-3651.. (blues)

JEFF BECK: 8 p.m. Tuesday, March

*4.3, Fox Theatre, Detroit.$32.50-

$50. (248) 433-1515 (guitar rock)

| BLUE HAWAIIANS: 7 p.m. Friday-

Saturday, Feb. 16-17, Fox and
Hounds, Bloomfield Hills. Free. Ali
ages. {248) 644-4800 (blues)

»

BRIDGE: Thursday-Saturday, Feb.

'22-24, March 1-3, Bullfrog Bar and

Grill, Redford. (313) 533-4477

| SARAH BRIGHTMAN: La Luna

World Tour, 8 p.m. Saturday, March
1.7, Masonic Temple, Detroit. $35-
$65. (248) 6845-6666
BUCKCHERRY: 9 p.m. Saturday,

‘Feb. 24, St. Andrews Hall, Detroit.

$15. All ages. (313) 961-8961
{garage punk rock)
AL CARMICHAEL: 7 p.m. Monday,

- Feb. 19, Fox and Hounds,
Bicomfield Hills. Free. All ages.

(248) 644-4800 (blues)

AARON CARTER: 10 a.m. Sunday,
Feb. 25, State Theatre, Detroit. -
$23. All ages. (313) 961-5451
MIKE “AGENT X” CLARK:

. Beatdownsounds every Thursday, '

One X, Michigan Ave., Detroit.
http://www.beatdownsounds.com
(house)

MIKE CLARK’'S PRESCRIPTION
RENEWAL: Featuring Charlie
Hunter, DJ Logic and Robert
Walter, with special guest
Sugarman 3, 8 p.m. Sunday, March
14, Magic Bag, Ferndale. $15
advance. (248) 544-3030

THE DANIELSON FAMILE: With
Scientific, Flashpap'r, 8 p.m..
Sunday, March 4, Magic Stick,
Detroit. $7. (313) 833-9700
DARK STAR ORCHESTRA: 8 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 24, Royal Oak
Music Theatre, Royal Oak. $15.
{248) 645-6666

THORNETTA DAVIS: 7 p.m. Friday-
Saturday, Feb. 23-24, Fox and
Hounds, Bloomfield Hills. Free. All
ages. {248) 644-4800 (biues)
DEAD HEROES: With Easy Action, ¢
Throttlebody, 9 p.m. Saturday, Feb.
24, Magic Stick, Detroit. (313)
833-9700 (punk) =

DEATHCAB FOR CUTIE: With The
Jealous Sound, The And/Ors, 8
p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 27, Magic
Stick, Detroit. $8. (343) 833-9700
DELL AND THE ROUGHCUTS: 8
p.m. Saturday, March 3, Trinity
House Theatre, Livonia. $10 or $8
for theater members. (734) 464-
6302 '
JASON DENNIE: 8 p.m. Saturday,
March 10, Trinity House Theatre,
Livonia. $10 or $8 for theater mem-
bers. (734) 464-6302

DETROIT BLUES GUITAR: Featuring

- Robert Penn, Bobby Murray, 2 p.m.

Saturday, Feb. 17, Scarab Club,
Detroit. Free. All ages. (248) 262-
6830

DETROIT COBRAS: Friday, Feb. 16,
Gold Dollar, Detroit. (313) 833-
6873 (rock)

THE DETROIT OLD TIMERS: Ninth
annual concert and dance, With
The Manhattans featuring Gerald
Alston and Blue Lovett, also come-
dian Downtown Tony Brown, David
Myles and the Mylestones, and
Serieux, 8 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 17,
The Masonic Temple, Scottish Rite
Theatre, Detroit. (248) 351-9662
DETROIT VOLUME:With DJ Hannah

“and DJ Korie, 9 p.m. Wednesday,

Feb. 14, Magic Stick, Detroit. $5.
(313) 8338700

AL DI MEOLA’S NEW WORLD
SINFONIA: 8 p.m. Saturday, March
3, Royal Qak Music Theatre, Royal
Oak. $32.50. (248) 645-6666
DOMESTIC PROBLEMS: With The
Brothers Groove, 9:30 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 17, Blind Pig, Ann .
Arbor. $6. (734) 996-8555 (rock
with horn section)

THE DONNAS: With Bratmobile, The

Mooney Suzuki, 7 p.m. Sunday,
March 18, Magic Stick, Detroit.
$410. All ages. (313) 8339700

| {punk)
" DOVES: 6:30 p.m. Friday, March 2,

St. Andrews Hall, Detroit. $10, All
ages. (313) 961-MELT-
EAR CANDY FESTIVAL: With Jason
Tar, Rattling Wall Collective in
Dutch, Laughing Gas, Delta Waves,
Persona, 7 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 18,
room F-110 fine arts building on
HFCC's main campus, 5101
Evergreen, Dearborn. $10.
Sponsored by WHFR 89.3FM
EASY ACTION: With Shepwrench,
The Paybacks, 8 p.m. Friday, Feb.
16, Royal Oak Music Theatre,
Royal Oak. $6. {248) %5—6666

'EKOOSTIK HOOKAH: Performing for

Hash Bash celebration, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, April 7, Michigan
Theatre, Ann Arbor. $16.75. All
ages. (734) 668-8397 (jam band)
MARK ELF TRIO: 8 and 10:30 p.m.

| Friday, March 2, Firefly Club, Ann

Arbor. $15. 18 and older. (734)
665-9090

ELKION:CD. release showcase with
Few and Far Between, Remainder,
Red Shirt Brigade, Kid Brother
Collective, The Recital, The Killing
Suspense, Silence of Fall, 6 p.m.
Sunday, Feb. 18, Magic Stick,
Detroit. $8. All ages. (313) 833-
9700

«

ENGLISH BEAT: fFeaturing Dave
Wakeling, 8 p.m. Saturday, March
10, Magic Bag, Ferndale. (248)
544-3030

EVE 6: With VAST, 5:30 p.m.
Saturday, March 10, Clutch Cargo,

Pontiac. $13. Al ages. (248) 333

2362 (power-pop)

TERRY FARMER: 7 p.m. Saturday,

Feb. 23, Jumpin’ Java Cafe, Lake
Orion. (248) 693-4424; 8:30 p.m.
Friday, March 9, Crazy Wisdom
Bookstore and Tea Room, Ann
Arbor. (734) 665-2757

FAMOUS RAY: 2:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 28, Blind Pig, Ann
Arbor. $3 for over 21 and $5 under
21. (734) 996-8555

FATHER GREEN: With Brad’'s Dead
Fish, Blackeye, 9:30 p.m.

Wednesday, Feb. 21, Blind Pig, Ann |
Arbor. $3 for over 21 and $5 under.

21. (734) 986-8555

50C HEADRUSH: Thursday- .
Saturday, Feb. 15-17, Bullfrog Bar
and Grill, Redford. (313) 533-4477
FOOLISH MORTALS: © p.m. Friday,
Feb. 16, Lower Town Grill,
Plymouth; 8 p.m. Saturday, Feb.
17, The Drowsy Parrot, Saline. For
details, see
www.maynardmusic.com

GRAND FUNK RAILROAD: 8 p.m.
Thursday, March 22, The Palace of
Auburn Hills. $9.47-$22. (248)
6456666

DAVID GRAY: Sunday, Aprit 22,
State Theatre, Detroit. Details to
come, {singer-songwriter)
HAPPENSTANCE: Friday-Saturday,
Feb. 16-17, 23-24, Shantie Food
and Spirits, Warren. (810) 755-
5055; Friday, March 2, 9, Johnny
B. Goode's, Warren. (810) 772-
6343; Friday, March 16, Friday-
Saturday, March 23-24, The Great
Baraboo, Clinton Township. (810)«
792-7397 (rock)

ALVIN YOUNGBLOOD HART: 8:30
p.m. and 11:30 p.m. Friday, Feb.
16, Firefly Club, Ann Arbor. $15-
$25. (734) 665-9090

AL HILL: 7 p.m. Thursday- Saturday,
Feb. 8-10, Thursday, Feb. 15,
Tuesday, Feb. 20, Zydeco’s, Ann
Arbor. (734) 995-3600; 6 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 19, Mac’s Acadian
Seafood, Saline. (734) 944-6227; 7
p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 21, 336
Main, Plymouth. (734) 454-6500
(boogie blues)

IMMUNITY: 10 p.m. Friday, Feb
23, The Cavern Club, Ann Arbor,
Cover charge. {(734) 332-9900.
{reggae)

INNER RECIPE:With Lucid,
Blissfield, Friday, Feb. 18, Lili's 21,
Hamtramck. $5. 21 and older.
(313) 875-6555

INSIDE FIVE MINUTES: With
American Drama, The Fear of
Dreams, Some Soviet Station, 8
p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 21, 313.Jac,
upstairs from Jacoby’s, Detroit. $5.
(313) 962-7067

JETTISON RED: With The Muggs, .
10 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 24,
313.Jac, upstairs from Jacoby's,
Detroit. $5. (31.3) 962-7067

ERIC JOHNSON: With Alien Love
Child, Derek Trucks Band, 8 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 17, Royal Oak
Music Theatre, Royal Oak. $25.
(248) 645-6666

ROBERT JONES AND MATT
WATROBA: Blues and Folk: Two
Rivers, One Stream, 7:30 p.m.
Friday, Feb. 18, Waterford
Historical Church, Waterford. $7-
$10. (248) 623-9389 (blues and
folk)

KNEE DEEP SHAG: 8 p:m. Ffiday,
Feb. 23, Magic Bag, Ferndale. $7.
(248) 844-3030 (rock with a.funk
edge)

KOMPOSIT: 9:30 p.m. Thursday,

Feb. 15, Blind Pig, Ann Arbor. $5 .

for over 21 and $8 under 21. (734)
996-8555

LEFTOVER SALMON: 2 p.m.
Saturday, March 31, The Majestic,
Detroit. $18. (313) 833-9700
BOBBY LEWIS AND THE
CRACKERJACK BAND: Thursday-
Saturday, Feb. 15-17, 22-24,
March 1-3, 810, Major Tooley’'s
Irish Pub, Northville. (248) 465-
1680 o

MAGGIE’S FARM: 9 p.m. Saturday,
Feb. 17, March: 3, Coyote Club,
Pontiac. Free. (248) 332-HOWL.
MARDI GRAS MASQUERADE:
Featuring music by Straight Ahead,
8 p.m. Fat Tuesday, Feb. 27,
Fishbones, Detroit. $10 or free
with costume. (313) 965-4600
(jazz)

MATCHBOX TWENTY: With
Everclear, Lifehouse, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, March 3, The Palace of"
Auburn Hills. $24.50-$34.50. (248)
645-66686. (pop rock)

PAT MCGEE BAND: With Lotus,
9:30 p.m. Friday, Feb. 16, Blind
Pig, Ann Arbor. $8 advance, $10 at
door. {734) 996-8555

KENNY MEEKS: 8 p.m. Friday,
March 23, Trinity House Theatre,
Livonia. $10 or $8 for theater mem-

"bers. (734) 464-6302

BRAD MEHLDAU TRIO: 7-p.m. and
9 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 21, Bird of
Paradise, Ann Arbor. 18 and older.
$20 advance. (734) 662-8310
METAPHYSICAL JONES: 10 p.m.
Thursdays, 313.JAC, upstairs from
Jacoby’s, Detroit. $5. 18 and over.
(313) 962-7067.

MID BY MIDWEST MUSIC
FESTIVAL: Featuring performances
by The Buzzards, Climax Divine,
Clone Defects, The Come-Ons, The
Dirtbombs, Driftweed, Ftetcher ,
Pratt, Freddie Fortune & The Four
Gone Conclusions, Ghost World,
The Gore Gore Gitls, Hemigod, The
Hentchmen, Judah Johnson, Ko &
The Midnight intruders, mHz, The
Mood Elevator, Murder City
Wrecks, New Grenada, The
Numbers, The Octopus, Outrageous
Cherry, The Paybacks, Pirahnas,
Soledad Bros., Stroker Ace, Stun
Gun, Taboo, Them Wranch, They
Come in Threes, The Unfriendlys,
Variac, Waxwings, The Wildbunch
and more, Friday-Saturday, March
9-10. Details to come. Proceeds
benefit Haven, a shelter for bat-
tered women in Southeast
Michigan. The festival is produced
by and for Detroit's music commu-
nity, The Gold Dollar, The Majestlc

-Compiex, The Old Miami,

Bittersweet Cafe, Octane Grande
and Living Endustries Productions.

See www.mxmw.com.

MOE: 8 p.m. Thursday, March 8,
Majestic Theatre, Detroit. $15.718

‘| and older. (313) 833-9700

MOJAVE 3: With Sid Hellman
Group, 8 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 21,
Magic Stick, Detroit. $10. 18 and
otder. (313) 833-9700 (folk rock)
ANNE MURRAY: 8 p.m. Friday,
March 16, Fox Theatre, Detroit.
$32.50-$50. (248) 433-1515.

NEW PORNOGRAPHERS: With Neko
Case, Moods for Moderns, Fletcher
Pratt, 9 p.m. Friday, Feb. 186,

| Magic Stick, Detroit. $8. 18 and

older. (313) 833-9700

1964 THE TRIBUTE: 8 p.m. Friday,
Feb. 16, Magic Bag, Ferndale. $15.
(248) 544-3030. (Beatles covers)
ORGY:With Alient Ant Farm, FEb.
27, Ciutch Cargo, Pontlac Details
to come.

ORIGINAL HITS: 7 p.m. Tuesday,

Feb. 20, Fox and Hounds,
Bloomfieid Hills. Free. All ages.
{248) 644-4800 (blues variety)
ORGY: With Cold, Spineshank, 7
p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 27, Clutch
Cargo, Pontiac. $16.75 advance.
Ali ages. (248) 333-2362 (death
pop)

OQUTKAST: With Ludacris, Siimm
Calthoun, 8 p.m. Wednesday, March
14, Fox Theatre, Detroit. $32-$50.
(248) 433-1515.

OVERDOSE: 2 p.m. every Sunday,

‘hosted by DJ Thomas Barnett, Sky -

Bar, upstairs from Sangria, Royai
Oak. 21 and older., $5 cover, (248)
543-1964 (techno)

PAKISTANI TAMBOURINE: Featuring
members of Blackberry Brandy, .
Monday, Feb. 19, 26, Bulifrog Bar
and Grill, Redford, (313) 533-4477
PANTERA: With Soulfiy, Morbid

1 Angel, rescheduled to Thursday,

March 1, The Palace of Auburn
Hills. $30. Tickets already pur-
chased for the Nov. 25 date will be:

honored. Refunds available at point

of purchase. (248) 645-8666.
(rock-metal)

MACEO PARKER: Saturday, April
28, Royal Oak Music Theatre,
Royal Oak. (248) 645-6666

‘MICHELLE PENN: 8 p.m. Saturday,

March 24, Magic Stick, Detroit.
$8. (313) 833-9700 (singer-song-
writer)

PIERCE PETTIS: 8 p.m. Saturday,
March 17, Trinity House Theatre,

‘Livonia. $10 or $8 for theater mem-

bers. (734) 464-6302

RACHEL AND KAPP: 7 p.m. |
Thursday, Feb. 22, Fox and Hounds,
Bloomfield Hills. Free. Ali ages.
(248) 644-4800 (blues duo)

RAINER MARIA: With Aloha, New
Granada, 7 p.m. Sunday, March 11,

. Magic Stick, Detroit. $7. All ages.

(313) 833-9700 -

THE RESIDENTS: 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 21, Michigan
Theatre, Ann Arbor. $26.75-

4 $33.75. All ages. (734) 668-8397

ROBB ROY: With Trebiehead, 10 .
p.m. Friday, Feb. 16, Gotham City
Cafe, Ann Arbor.

ROYAL OAK RECORD AND CD
EXPO: 10 a.mito 4 p.m. Sunday
Fek. 11, Royat Oak Elk’s Hall,

1 Royal Oak. (517) 793-2899

ROOMFUL OF BLUES: 8 p.m.
Thursday, March 8, Magic Bag,
Ferndale. $15. 9248) 544-3030.
(blues)

LEON RUSSELL: 8 p.m. Saturday,
Feb. 17, Magic Bag, Ferndale. $15. .
(248) 544-3030 .

| SANCHEZ: 9 p.m. Saturday, March

3, The Majestic, Detroit. $25., .
{313) 833-9700

SCAVENGER QUARTET: With Kuz,
Saturday, Feb. 15, Gold Dollar,
Detroit. {313) 833-6873 |

DJ SHORTROUND: Spins house
along with hosts El George and -
Kegger from Motor Detroit, for
Sunday Night Rehab, 10 p.m.
Sundays, Town Pump Tavern,

. Detroit. (313) 961-1929

16 HORSEPOWER: With American
Mars, @ p.m. Saturday, Feb. 17,
Magic Stick, Detroit. $12. 18 and
older. (313) 961-8261 '

| RONI SIZE: 8 p.m. Saturday, March

10, Royal Oak Music Theatre, -
Royal Oak. $22.50. (248) 645-

6666

SMALL CRAFT SIGHTING ch
release party with Mock Heroics,
Bedford Drive, 8 p.m. Friday, March
2, Magic Stick, Detroit. $7. All
ages. (313) 833-9700

708 SOUL JAM: Featuring The
Stylistics, Dramatics, Chi-Lites,
Haroid Melvin and the Blue Notes
and The Delfonics, 8 p.m. Saturday,
Feb. 17, Fox Theatre, Detroit. $30,
$37.50, $50. (248) 64’5 6666.
(soul)

RJ SPANGLER GROUP: 7 p.m.
Thursday, Feb. 15, Fo;{ and Hounds,
Bloomfield Hills. Free..Ali ages.
(248) 644-4800 :
STRANGEFOLK: 7:30 p.m. Tuesday,
Feb. 20, Magic Stick, Detroit.
$8.50. 18 and older. {313) 833-
9700 (folk-rock jam lpand)
SWALLOWHOLE: With Caulfieid, 10
p.m. Saturday, Feb. 17,
Roadrunner's Raft, Hamtramck.
Free. (313) 873-7238.

THE TEMPTATIONS:With Ashford &
Simpson, Undisputed Truth, 8 p.m,
Friday, Feb. 23, Fox Theatre,
Detroit. $35-$75. (313) 433-1515.
THRALL: With Chapstick, The
Drakes, 9:30 p.m. Saturday, Feb.
24, Blind Pig, Ann Arbor. $5 for
over 21 and $7 under 21. (734)
996-8555 o
TWELFTH HOUR: With The Jinx, 10
p.m. Friday, Feb. 16, 313.Jac,
upstairs from Jacoby’s, Detroit. $5.
(313) 962-7067

TWISTIN’ TARANTULAS: Sunday,

- Feb. 18, 25, Bullfrog Bar and Grill,

Redford. (313) 533-4477

' 2 DAYS STRAIGHT: With Red

September, Caulfield, 10 p.m.
Friday, Feb. 23, 313.Jac, upstairs
from Jacoby’s, Detroit. $5. (313)
962-7067

U2: With PJ Harvey, 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday, May 30, Palace of

Auburn Hills. Tickets $45- $130

(248) 6845-6666.
UMPHRIE’S MCGEE: With _
Smokestack, 9:30 p.m. Friday, Feb. '
23, Blind Pig, Ann Arbor, $5 for

over 21 and $7 under 21. (734)
996-8555 '

LESLIE WEST: Sunday, Feb. 25,
Magic Bag, Ferndaie $15 (248)
544-3030

THE WILDBUNCH: With French

Kicks, The Dishes, Saturday, Feb.
17, Gold Dollar, DetrOIt (313) 833-
6873

BROOKS WILLIAMS: 8 p.m. .
Saturday, April 27, Trinity House
Theatre, Livonia. $10 or $8 for the- -
ater members. (734) 464-6302 '
LESLIE WEST: 8 p.m. Sunday; Feb.

25, Magic Bag, Ferndale. $15.

(248) 544-3030.



http://www.secondcity.com
http://www.beatdownsounds.com
http://www.maynardmusic.com
http://www.mxmw.com
mailto:8casola@oe.homecomm.net




