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Music: Chuck Moss' Paint 
Creek Jazz Society brings 
Dixieland to the Mon-
aghan Knights of Colum-
bus Hall in Livonia on 
Feb. 11./ B1 

Art: Plymouth resident 
Carol Marvin of Pop Cul-
ture Media collaborated 
with CPOP Gallery to 
bring in the work of pho-
tographer Joe Vaughn. 
The exhibit opens Satur-
day, Feb. 3 /B1 

Doors with more: A Farm-
ington Hills business, one 
of the exhibitors at a 
home improvement event 
in Novi, shows that 
garage doors today have 
style and safety features 
going for them J CI 

New faces: The drama 
program at P-CEP is 
under new direction this 
year. Find out who's lead-
ing the Park Players and 
read about "Faces in the 
Crowd" an evening of 
scenes and monologues 
running tonight through 
Saturday at the DuBois 
Theatre./C7 

What's it worth?: Home 
prices have gone up in all 
Observer & Eccentric 
communities. How did 
your town do?/El 

Apartments/E7 
At Home/Cl 
Automotive/F4 
Classified/E,F i 
Classified 

lndex/E5 
Crossword/E6 
Entertainment/Bl 

HomeTown 
Life/C7 

Jobs/E8 
0bituaries/A6 
0pinions/A8-9 
Real Estate/El 
Service Guide/F4 
Sports/Dl 
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Tell me a story 

STAFF PHOTOS BY PALI HLJRSCHMAM 

Avid listeners: Gabriel (left) and Abigail Glenn of Novi (right), both 7, brought their cousin 
Sarah Finley of Sussex, Va., 6, along with them to Summit on the Park Saturday for the 
Third Annual Canton Storytelling Festival presented by Canton Prqject Arts. Below, story 
teller Craig Roney, an associate professor of Teacher Education at Wayne State University, 
grimaces during one of his stories» 

Festival a hit 
with listeners 

B Y CAROL MARSHALL 
STAFF WRITER 
cmarshall@oe.homecomm.net 

Kids and those who are kids a t heart gathered 
at the Summit last weekend for the Project 
Arts Third Annual Storytelling Festival. 

The listeners were toddlers, teens and senior cit-
izens, all a t tending the event for a taste of the 
world's oldest and longest-practiced art form at its 
best. 

P l ea se see STORY, A3 
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Head 
Start 
critic 
sues 
I Starfish Family Services 
has broken promises over 
its preschool program at 
Sheldon School, says Can-
ton resident Debbie Cros-

BY CAROL MARSHALL 
STAFF WRITER 
cmarshall@oe.homecomm.net 

Canton grandmother Debbie Crosby 
w a n t s more t h a n an apology f r o m 
Starfish Family Services' Head Star t 
program. She wants a settlement. 

Crosby last week filed a small claims 
suit against Starfish Family Services, 
requesting reimbursement for her 525 

hours of volun-
• 'The chil-
dren haven't 
been learning 
anything/ 

-Debbie 
Crosby, 

grandmother and 
plaintiff 

teer time at the 
school after she 
s a i d t h e pro-
gram fell short 
of its promises. 

C rosby ' s 4-
year-old grand-
d a u g h t e r h a d 
tieen a t tend ing 
H e a d S t a r t a t 
Sheldon School 
in Canton unt i l ; 

mid-January. 
C r o s b y 

claimed she was 
misled by Head Start administrators 
when they said the new site would be 
licensed last fall, and her granddaugh-
ter would have transportation to and 
from the pre-school four mornings a 
week. 

C y n t h i a Bonk-Foley , d i r e c t o r of 
Head Start, Starfish Family Services, 
admits t he school's l icensing was a 
lengthy process, which was not com-
plete until the first week of January. 

Options for parents 
Bonk-Foley said she was informed 

last summer the school would not be 

P l e a s e see HEAD START, A4 

Trustees junk charter school proposal 
B Y T O N Y B R U S C A T O 
STAFF WRITER 
tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net 

Citing liability and expected revenue 
losses, the Plymouth-Canton Board of 
Education has decided not to pursue 
chartering an elementary school tha t 

•PLYMOUTH-CANTON COMMUNITY SCHOOLS 

emphasizes a bra in-based lea rn ing 
environment. 

In telling the administration to drop 
the idea, board members eliminated 

any thoughts of chartering Menlo Park 
Academy, and i n s t e a d cons ide red 
incorporating the same type of learning 

environment in a magnet school within 
the district. 

Superintendent Kathleen Booher, in 
h e r r e c o m m e n d a t i o n to t h e school 
board Tuesday night, said, "My staff 
and I have reached the conclusion that 

P l ea se see CHARTER SCHOOL, A5 

Somber palette 
Canton artist offers 

memorial to Rouge victims 
B Y ALICE ASHM0RE 
STAFF WRITER 

Ford m a i n t e n a n c e worke r Glenn 
Zielinski, 47, spends the majority of his 
day creating paintings and murals for 
his company, but one work of art has a 
special mean ing for t h e se l f - taught 
artist. 

It is a memorial to the six men who 
lost their lives in the Rouge powerplant 
explosion nearly two years ago. 

"I did it for the first anniversary of 
the explosion," he said. The 30-by-36-
inch work has remained in his office 

ever since. Nowi, Zielinski is hoping the 
work can be displayed for all to see at 
UAW Local 600. 

"I knew several of the people tha t 
were involved in the explosion and 
wan ted to ge t some th ing down in 
paint," Zielinski said. "I did it on my 
own - it was after the fact tha t people 
found out about it." 

He even received a letter from Ford 
Chairman William Clay Ford J r . com-
mending the work. "It was a short let-

P lease see A R T I S T , AS 

STAFF PHOTO BY PAUL HURSCHMANN 

Remembering: Glenn Zielinski shows off his work memorializing 
the Feb. 1,1999 explosion at the Ford Rouge complex. 

Local temple offers helping hand to quake victims 
BY CAROL MARSHALL 
STAFF WRITER 
cmarshall@oe.homecomm.net 

Far from loved ones in India, Canton 
residents are reaching out to help the 
victims of last Friday's earthquake, the 
most powerful to hit India in half a 

century. 
"We can't do anything for them phys-

ically, so we're doing what we can by 
sending some help," sa id Can ton ' s 
Hindu Temple President Suresh Shah. 

Shah said southeast Michigan tem-
ples and I n d i a n assoc ia t ions have 

b a n d e d t o g e t h e r and r e g i s t e r e d 
W e d n e s d a y t h e I n d i a E a r t h q u a k e 
Relief Organization of Michigan. 

The organization is collecting money 
now and will soon be collecting clothing 
and medicine to help the survivors. 

The organization will seek out India-

based relief organizations, and Shah 
said all of the money collected will be 
given to those groups. 

"There will be absolutely no adminis-
trative fees taken out of this money," 

< P lease see QUAKE, A5 
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Preschool worker alleges 
fondling by pupil's father 

Canton police responded Jan. 
22-to a criminal sexual conduct 
complaint from an employee of a 
loc^al preschool. 

The 19-year-old employee said 
she was waiting for the last child 
to fee picked up from the center. 
When the 4-year-old girl's father 
a r r ived , he began tel l ing the 
employee how beaut i ful she is 
anfi asked for a hug. 

The employee said because she 
t r i i s t s a l l t h e p a r e n t s , and 
thought the man was just being 
friendly, she obliged. The father 
said she looked like she could 
us|e a n o t h e r hug . And t h e n 
anjother. 

When she hugged him for the 
th i rd time, she said it became 
evident tha t he was physically 
a rbused , and he grabbed h e r 
buttocks and began to thrust his 
pelvis at her. 

The employee broke free from 
the father's embrace, and waited 
in,another room for him to leave. 
H$ followed her and offered an 
aplologetic hug, and when she 

COP CALLS 

complied, he again began thrust-
ing against her . At t h a t t ime, 
the phone r a n g and a f t e r she 
answered it, the employee saw 
the f a t h e r leaving the cen te r 
with his young daughter. 

Police are seeking a war ran t 
for fourth-degree criminal sexual 
conduct, which carries a two-
year penalty if found guilty. 

W e a t h e r l e ads to m u l t i p l e 
accidents 

Monday morning's inclement 
wea t f ie r k e p t Can ton Pub l i c 
Safety personnel busy. 

A total of 17 accidents were 
reported throughout the town-
ship between 8:10 and 9:45 a.m. 
Most were minor , bu t r e scue 
squads were called out on three 
of the incidents, Fire Chief Mike 
Rorabacher said. Five slip and 
fall accidents were also reported. 

Five Fire Department rescue 

FEBRUARY IS 

CRUISE 
BONUS M O N T H ! 

Book your ultimate dream cruise in 
February with AAA Travel. You'll 

i receive special savings and benefits 
; from the biggest names in cruising. 

Including Carnival! Take advantage 
of limited t ime sale events, state-

room upgrades, onboard discounts , 

gifts or o ther exclusive amenities 

, on top of AAA's member-only benefits 
, and savings! 

KXrarnival 0 n a Carnival 

cruise, you'll 

*enjoy a complete spa program, super-
vised activities for the kids, Vegas-

style casino for the adults . . . and 
'much more! 

i Let AAA Travel help make your dream 
•'vacation come true. Call or visit today! 

' * Ratts are per person, cruise only, based on dbl. occ. 
i. Subject to change based on availability. Benefits may 

, i vary based on category selected and availability. 
" Other restrictions may apply. 

J» • R 

C 

3-Day Cruises from S299* 

7 Days from $649* 

AAA Travel/Canton 
2017 N. Canton Center 

Call 734-844-0146 

Weekdays 
8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. 
Thursdays until 7:00 p.m. 

mr 
Travel 

www.aaamich.com 

PDF 81026164 

HOW TO REACH US 

Circulation Nightline ...734-591-0500 
Classified Advertising 734-591-0900 
Display Advertising 734-591-2300 
Home Delivery 734-591-0500 
Newsroom FAX.... 734-459-4224 
Newsroom .....734-459-2700 
O&E Online* www.observer-eccentric.com 248-901-4716 
Photo Reprints** ...734-591-0500 
Reader Comment Line 734-953-2040 
Sports Nightline 734-953-2104 

* OnUne — www.observer-eccentric.com — can be accessed with 
just about any communications software: PC or Macintosh. You 
are able to send and receive unlimited e-mail, access all features 
of the Internet, read electronic editions of the Canton Observer 
and other Observer & Eccentric Newspapers and chat with users 
across town or across the country. 
••Photo orders must be for pictures that have been taken by our 
staff photographers. Please provide publication date, page number 
and description of the picture, which must have been published 
within the past six months. Prints are $20 for the first print, $7.50 
for each additional print. Payment is in advance (check or credit 
card). 

Canton Observer 
A HomeTown Communications Network™ publication 

794 South Main, Plymouth, Ml 48170 
(Between Ann Arbor Rd. and Ann Arbor Tr., across from March Tire) 

SUBSCRIPTION RATES: 
CARRIER DELIVERY MAIL DELIVERY 

Six months $25.50 n n a fin 

0ne year'(S r' Citi'ze'n}" $4160 One year (^Citizen) 
0 n e *ear <out of state> - $ 9 7 - 6 0 

Alladvertising published in the Canton Observer is subject to the conditions stated in the 
applicable rate card, copies of which are available from the advertising department. The 
Canton Observer, 36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia, Ml 48150, (734) 591-2300. The Canton 
Observer reserves the right not to accept an advertiser's order. Observer & Eccentric ad-
takes have no authority to bind this newspaper and oniy publication of an advertisement 
shall constitute that acceptance of the advertised order. 

Q U A L I T Y A U D I T I N G 
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squads help respond to the inci-
dents, including three advanced 
life support and two basic life 
suppor t un i t s . Several t r ans -
por t s to a r e a h o s p i t a l s were 
made. t 

Student investigated for bus 
incident 

A 13-year-old Central Middle 
School s tudent was suspended 
and forced to pay restitution to 
the school after being investigat-
ed for malicious destruction of 
property. 

Nine teen s tuden ts who wit-
nessed the event told school offi-
cials the boy had broken a win-
dow at the rear of the bus. The 
boy was s u s p e n d e d for t h r e e 
days, and upon his re turn was 
ordered to pay for the damages. 

Larceny of trailers 
Between the evening of Jan. 

18 and J a n . 24, unknown sus-
pects s tole th ree t r a i l e r s and 
tools from American Sprinkler, 
41715 Joy Road. The items were 
valued at nearly $45,000, 

According to police reports, the 
suspects were able to remove the 
h i t ch locks from the t ra i le rs , 
e n a b l i n g t h e m to tow them 
away. 

i 

Award winner: 
Paul 
Hurschmann's 
photo of hap-
less Canton 
High School 
goalkeeper Jane 
Logsoon (center) 
watching her 
opponent cele-
brate a socre in 
the state soccer 
championship 
game took a 
third-place 
award in the 
Suburban 
Newspapers of 
America con-
test. 

FILE PHOTO BY PAUL HURSCHMANN 

Observer captures awards 
in national competition 

The Suburban Newspapers of 
America has announced the win-
ners in i ts annua l newspaper 
contest, and the Canton Observ-
er f a r e d well, w i n n i n g four 

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS 
FOR CLEANING AND CLOSED CIRCUIT 

TELEVISION INSPECTION OF THE 
WTUA SANITARY SEWER INTERCEPTORS 

CONTRACT 5 
"WTUA-1C INTERCEPTOR" 

Western Townships Utilities Authority is seeking bids for sewer cleaning 
and closed circuit television inspection of the "WTUA-1C" sanitary sewer 
interceptor. 
Companies or individuals who desire a copy of the bid documents should 
contact: 

Ms. Sandy Forrest 
Western Townships Utilities Authority 

40905 Joy Road, Canton, MI 48187 
(734) 453-2793 

All submi t t a l s m u s t b e received by March 5, 2001 a t 11:00 a.m., a t 
t h e a b o v e address . A public opening of the bids will immediately follow 
the closing at the Middle Rouge offices located at 40905 Joy Road, Canton. 
Michigan. 

Publish: Februaiy 1,2001 L102<8: 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON 
REQUEST F O E BID 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Charter Township of Canton, 1150 
Canton Center S, Canton, Michigan will accept sealed proposals at the 
Office of the Clerk up to 10:00 a.m., Thursday, February 15, 2001 for the 
following: 

8 Pa t ro l Rif les 

Specifications are available in the Finance and Budget Dept. All proposals 
must be submitted-in a sealed envelope clearly marked with the proposal 
name, company name, address and telephone number and date and time of 
bid opening. The Township reserves the right to accept or reject any or all 
proposals. The Township does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, sex, religion, age or disability in employment or the 
provision of services. 

TERRY G. BENNETT, Clerk 

Publish: February 1,2001 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON 
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS AGENDA 

February 8 ,2001 
Notice is hereby given that there will be a meeting of the Zoning Board of 
Appeals THURSDAY, F e b r u a r y 08, 2001 AT 7:30 P.M. The meeting will 
be held in the First Floor Meeting Room in the Township Administration 
Building located at 1150 S. CANTON CENTER ROAD. The following 
Agenda will be discussed: 

Pledge of Allegiance to the flag 
Roll Call: Blaylock, Cisek, Demopoulos, Johnson, Redfern 
Acceptance of Agenda 
1. Carl Munir 40101 Koppernick Rd. Canton MI 48187 appealing Fence 

Ordinance # 103, Sec 8 D 1, requesting a variance to fence height and 
location requirements. 
Parcel # 004-99-0012-009 
(Building) 

2. Metro Detroit Signs (Heather) 23544 Hoover Warren MI 48089 
representing Logan's Roadhouse 39605 Ford Rd. Canton MI 48188, are 
requesting a variance to the Building Ordinance # 120 Section 2.6 Roof 
Signs. 
Parcel # 049-99-0001-709 
(Building) 

(Approval of December 14,2000 minutes) 
Publish: February 1,2001 LIOSWL 

by 
Elizabeth 
Routson, 

D.V.M. 

DENTAL HEALTH FOR CATS 

Veterinary Note$ 

Most feline health problems involve the 
teeth and gums. These can include gum 
disease, broken teeth,, tooth lesions, 
plaque-related inflammation, and oral 
cancer. When healthy, a cat will have white 
and pink or coral-colored gums with no 
bleeding or swelling. Cat owners can 
protect their pets from dental disease and 
tartar buiid-up by starting preventative 
care during the kitten stage. Message the 
teeth and gums regularly with gauze-
wrapped finger at first, then upgrade to a 
cat-specific toothbrush and toothpaste. 
Check your cat's mouth regularly and 
keep up with vet visits. The vet will perform 
a thorough cleaning each year. Sign of 

dental disease can include appetite loss, 
drooling, bloody saliva, blood around the 
mouth, and bad breath. 

At PARKWAY VETERINARY CLINIC, 
we provide complete veterinary care for 
pets, including dentistry. Bring your pet to 
one of our clinics for preventative 
healthcare and for emergency treatment. 
We have two locations at 41395 Wilcox 
Rd. in Plymouth, tel. 734-453-2577, and 
at 5750 Lilley Rd. in Canton, tel. 734-981 • 
4400. We're open six days a week for your 
convenience. 

P.S. Bad breath can also signal kidney 
disease, so report any change to the vet. 

L10221 OS 

awards overall. 
P h o t o g r a p h e r P a u l 

H u r s c h m a n n won th i rd-p lace 
honors in the category of "Best 
Sports Photojournalism" for his 
front-page photo of The Canton 
High School gir ls soccer t eam 
loss in a s t a t e championsh ip 
game last June. 

H u r s c h m a n n has been wi th 
the Observer since August 1998. 

In addi t ion , t h e Observer ' s 
Arts & Leisure section earned 
second-place honors in the "Best 
E n t e r t a i n m e n t / L i f e s t y l e Sec-
tion" category, a second place 
award for business coverage for 
the Real Es ta te section, and a 
third-place award for the Home-
Town Life sect ion ea rned for 
"Best Young People's Coverage." 

"We are proud to receive this 
recognition f rom the SNA. We 
work hard to produce what we 
believe are the best community 
newspapers in the country," said 
Hugh Gallagher, managing edi-
tor of the Observer Newspapers. 

"The SNA awards encourage 
us to continue to improve what 
we do to serve our readers.The 
respect of our readers is always 
our highest reward." 

All told, the Observer Group 

— which also includes papers in 
Farmington, Livonia, Westland, 
Garden City, Canton and Red-
ford — took home 16 awards , 
including four first-place honors. 
The Observer group is p a r t of 
the Observer & Eccentric News-
papers, a subsidiary of the par-
ent company, Hometown Com-
munications Network. 

Other winners: 
• Farmington — First place, 

best entertainment/lifestyle sec-
t i on ; and second p lace , b e s t 
breaking news Story (staff writer 
Joni Hubred). 

• Livonia — First place, best 
editorial writing; first place, best 
special section ("Livonia a t 50); 
first place, best sports photojour-
nalism (photographer Tom Haw-
ley); second place, best local elec-
tion coverage; and third place, 
best front page. 

• Wes t land — Thi rd place , 
best breaking news story (staff 
writer Darrel Clem); and second 
place, best in-depth repor t ing 
(also Clem). 

• Redford — Third place, best 
sports writing (staff writer Paul 
Beaudry); and third place, best 
environmental coverage. 

Trustees meet Tuesdays 
The Canton Township Board 

of Trustees meets a t 7 p.m. on 
the second and fourth Tuesday 

of each month at the administra-
t ion building, 1150 S. Canton 
Center Road. 

Family Owned *(• Operated 
Since 1957 

P R E S C H O O L 
jim wumsmwmt 

"Character Building ' Our Concern" 
44661 WEST ANN ARBOR TRAIL » PLYMOUTH » (734) 453-5520 

WESTERN TOWNSHIPS UTILITIES AUTHORITY 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

REGULAR MEETING SYNOPSIS 
3:00 P.M., MONDAY, JANUARY 22, 2001 

Regular meeting called to order at 3:00 p.m. 
Present: Thomas Yack, Mark Abbo, Steve Mann 
Agenda - adopted as presented. 
Minutes of the regular meeting of December 18,2000 - approved. 
Schedule of operating expenses totaling $1,632,635.87 - approved-
Operations & Maintenance Report for December 2000 - received and filed. 
Operations Manager's Report for January 2001 - received and filed. 

Audit; Fiscal Year Ending September 30,2000 - approved. 
2000 Year in Review - received and filed. 
2001 Goals - approved. 
Lower Rouge Pump Station Settling - received and filed. 
Request To Advertise For Bids - Contract 5; Sewer Cleaning & CCTV 
Inspection - approved. 
Middle Rouge Lift Station; Leaking Block Walls - approval to award a 
purchase order contract to Grunwell-Cashero Co., of Detroit, Michigan. 
Design Account Trust Agreement - received and filed. 
SSOM Work Plan Update - received and filed. 
Bond Counsel Services Proposal - proposal accepted from Dickinson-Wright, 
Inc., of West Bloomfield, Michigan for extension of bond counsel services. 
YCUA Plant Expansion Update - received and filed. 
The regular meeting was adjourned at 4:44 p.m. 

Chairman, 
THOMAS J. YACK 

This is a synopsis. A complete copy of the minutes may be reviewed at the 
WTUA offices located at 40905 Joy Road, Canton, MI 48187. 

Publish: February 1, 2001 

http://www.aaamich.com
http://www.observer-eccentric.com
http://www.observer-eccentric.com
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Michigan Ave. 
Home Depot 
set to expand 

BY CAROL MARSHALL 
STAFF WRITER 
cmarshal l@oe.homecomm.net 

While it's only been open for 
less than a year, the Michigan 
Avenue Home Depot is ready for 
an expansion. 

The Canton Township Board of 
Trus tees approved the store 's 
site plan to add a 9,000-square-
foot garden center to the build-
ing's west side. 

The township planning com-
mission unanimously approved 
the site plan Jan. 8. 

Michael Kl ingl , G r e e n b e r g 
Farrow Architecture Engineer-
ing Development, presented the 
site plan to the planning com-
mission and pointed out the area 
tha t was originally intended to 
house the entire garden center. 

He said all of the fertilizer and 
pesticides t h a t were normally 
stored outside were placed inside 
the building, and the smell per-
meated through the building. 

"That was really a bad idea," 
he said. 

The store t h e n p lanned the 

outdoor g a r d e n cen te r so the 
i t ems could be moved outside 
and live p lants could be added 
during the spr ing and summer 
months. 

When the p l ann ing commis-
sion reviewed the plans, com-
missioner Karl Zarbo expressed 
concern the Michigan Avenue 
store would continue to grow at 
the expense of t h e Ford Road 
store. He said h is concern was 
heightened in t he wake of the 
Office Depot closure. 

Klingl said the company would 
expect a slight decrease as the 
marke t r e a d j u s t s to accommo-
date two stores, but both stores 
should perform well. 

Aaron Machn ik , d i rector of 
m u n i c i p a l s e rv i ce s , to ld t he 
board most of the housing sur-
rounding the Home Depot is to 
the east of the site, and will not 
be affected by the expansion. 

The enclosure will duplicate 
the brick and wrought iron wall 
t h a t cur ren t ly exists . Park ing 
and vehicle circulation will con-
tinue to be adequate for the site. 

The old saying is you can't find 
a police officer when you need 
one. 

Well, a Canton Township man 
unfor tunately found one when 
he didn't need one. 

Daran Baloga, 20, was travel-
ing wes tbound on Ann Arbor 
Road, nea r Dick Scott Dodge, 
about 8:30 a.m. Monday morning 
when he saw a Plymouth police 
car with its flashers stopped in 
the right lane, investigating an 
accident. 

However, because of the ice-

covered pavement that morning, 
when Baloga tr ied to brake, he 
instead slid into the rear of the 
squad car. 

" F o r t u n a t e l y , no one was 
injured," said Acting Police Chief 
Wayne C a r r o l l . "There was 
about $1,800 dollars in damage 
...the tail light was broken and 
the car was dented." 

P l y m o u t h T o w n s h i p police 
investigated the accident and did 
not issue Baloga a ticket because 
of the weather conditions. 

Talent show 
Special students 
shine on stage 

STAFF PHOTO BY PAUL HURSCHMANN 

Casey Orr of Plymouth, 10, and Devon Cameron of Can-
ton, 3, participate with their friends singing the "Teddy 
Bear Song" during the "Twinkle, Twinkle Little Stars" 
talent and fashion show Saturday at Geneva Presbyteri-
an Church in Canton. 

BY BRAD KADRICH 
STAFF WRITER 
bkadr ich@oe.homecomm.net 

"Twinkle, Twinkle Little 
Star" was the theme for the 
ta lent / fashion show spon-
sored by Speech & L a n -
g u a g e S y s t e m s of Ply-
mouth, specifically chosen 
to give special needs chil-
dren a chance to shine. 

And sh ine t h e y did a s 
approximately 20 children 
took to the stage at Geneva 
P r e s b y t e r i a n C h u r c h in 
C a n t o n for t h e second-
annual show giving special 
n e e d s ch i ld ren a f o r u m 
t h e y n o r m a l l y w o u l d n ' t 
have to showcase their own 
unique talents. 

And, if the reaction of at 
least one grandparent was 
any indicat ion, t he show 
was a complete success. 

"A grandmother came up 
to me with tears in her eyes 
and said she tho rough ly 
enjoyed it," said Don Zak-
sek of Speech & Language 
Systems. "We got a lot of 
positive feedback from the 
paren ts . They were very, 
very happy." 

The children are among 
t h e c l i en t s a t Speech & 
Language Systems, a pedi-
a t r ic rehabi l i ta t ion clinic 
providing speech therapy, 
occupational the rapy and 
academic services to chil-
dren from throughout t he 
metro Detroit area. Volun-
teers from Joanne's Dance 
E x t e n s i o n in P l y m o u t h , 
i nc lud ing o w n e r / a r t i s t i c 
d i r ec to r J o a n n e Zav i sa , 
spent weeks working with 
t h e ch i ld ren on chore-

• 'A grandmother 
came up to me with 
tears in her eyes 
and said she thor-
oughly enjoyed it.' 

-Don Zaksek, 
Speech & Language Systems 

ographing the show. 
Z a k s e k c o u l d n ' t f i n d 

e n o u g h p l a t i t u d e s to ; 
bestow on Zavisa. 

"One of the most amazing 
people t h e r e was J o a n n e 
Zavisa," Zaksek said. "She 
ha s been so unself ish and 
so giving in this." 

But the key to the show's 
success was the reaction of 
the parents and grandpar-
e n t s , m o r e t h a n 100 o f -
whom filled the audience at 
Geneva Presbyterian. Deal-
ing with special needs chil- : 

dren 24 hours a day can be 
t a x i n g a t t i m e s , Z a k s e k 
said, and to see the parents 
ge t a c h a n c e to w i t n e s s 
their children in th is kind 
of e n v i r o n m e n t m a d e 
everything worthwhile. 

"The satisfaction they got ; 
out of seeing their children 
perform in tha t setting was 
a m a z i n g , " Z a k s e k sa id . 
"They were very happy to 
see the i r chi ldren able to , 
perform with their peers. 

"The pa ren t s a re a spe- . 
cial g roup of people," he 
added. "They're so loving, 
so d e d i c a t e d . T h e r e ' s 
unconditional love there." 

from page A1 
Foundation offers scholarships 

"You can kind of just get lost 
in their world," said one of the 
even t s coord ina to r s , Debby 
Bradley. "It's kind of fascinat-
ing." 

Bradley said t he event ha s 
grown over the past three years. 
Saturday, 235 people attended 
the a f t e rnoon f ami ly perfor-
mance, and 110 a t tended the 
evening adult performance. 

The per formances fea tured 
three nationally known story-
tellers: Corinne Stavish, South-
f ie ld r e s i d e n t and f e a t u r e d 
teller at the 1999 National Sto-
rytelling Festival; Craig Roney, 
Northvi l le r e s iden t and pre-
miere s torytel l ing teacher a t 
Wayne Sta te Universi ty; and 
Syd Lieberman, who hails from 
the Chicago area and has been 
honored in the National Story-
telling Circle of Excellence. 

"These stories travel all over 
the world and then come right 
back to us," said Stavish, before 
launching into her animated ver-
sion of Noah and the Giant Og. 

Bradley, who a t tended both 

The Wilcox Family Foundation 
has announced the creation of a 
scho la r sh ip p rog ram for Ply-
mouth and Canton high school 
seniors. 

The foundation, founded after 
the dea th of former P lymouth 
icon Jack Wilcox last year to ful-
fill his desire to benefit the Ply-
mouth/Canton community, will 
hand $28,000 in scholarships in 
May to eight Plymouth and Can-
ton students who participate in 
an essay contest on the history 
of Plymouth's Old Village area, 
the part of town where some of 
t he Wilcox fami ly l ived and 
worked. 

The p r o g r a m , accord ing to 
Schrader, is not aimed solely at 
the top academic students, but 
"rather is interested in promot-
ing broad participation by Ply-
m o u t h a n d C a n t o n you th in 
l e a r n i n g about t he h i s to ry of 
Plymouth." 

Both Plymouth Salem and Ply-
mouth Canton High Schools will 
assist in promoting and adminis-
t e r ing the program, Schrader 
said, but "participation is open 
to all high school seniors who 
reside in the Plymouth-Canton 
school district. 

F o u r s c h o l a r s h i p s will be 
awarded to the winning partici-

p a n t s processed t h rough each 
school, with one novel provision 
to fur ther encourage broad stii-
dent participation. Judging will 
d e t e r m i n e t h e r e c i p i e n t s of 
scholarships in the amounts of 
$5,000, $4,000 and $3,000. In 
addition, a random drawing will 
select a $2,000 scholarship recip-
ient from each school. 

The awards may be used for 
any form of post-high school edu^ 
cation, including trade schools. 

Additional contest information 
is available in the general offices 
of both Plymouth-Canton high 
schools. 

STAFF PHOTO BY PAUL HURSCHMANN 

Elan Johnson, 3, is rapt with a story while sitting 
with her mom Lisa. 

p e r f o r m a n c e s s a i d w h e t h e r 
you're a child or a grown up, the 
ac t of someone else t e l l i ng a 
story never loses its magic. 

"It can be a ve ry emotional 

story, and you ' re r igh t t h e r e 
with the teller, on a battlefield 
or h id ing beh ind a t ree ," she 
said. 

Did you know? 
• F e b r u a r y is "Libra ry 

Lover's" month? 
• P re s iden t Richard Nixon 

signed the Endangered Species 
Act into law on Feb. 3, 1973? 

B On Feb. 3, 45 days of winter 
will have elapsed and the equiv-
alent remains before March 20, 
2001, which is t h e sp r ing 
equinox and the beginning of 
spring? 

• Mackinaw City is host to the 
largest sled dog races in the con-
tinental United States? 

• Renowned French danseuse 
Mmme Francisquy Hutin intro-
duced ballet to the U.S. on Feb. 
7,1927? 

Web Watch 
Check out these Web sites: 
• www.half.com 
• www.ifaw.org 
• www.radiotower. com 
• www.spaceday.com 
• www. wa l l -be r l i n . org/gb/ 
berlin.htm 

Home theater 
Check out these DVDs available 
from the library: 
• Gettysburg 
• The Straight Story 
• A View to a Kill 
• Friendly Persuasion 
• From Russia With Love 

Q&A 
Q: Who was Elizabeth Black-

well? 
A: Born in Bristol, England in 

1821, she b e c a m e t h e f i r s t 
woman physician. She and sev-
eral other members of her family 
we re ac t ive abo l i t ion i s t s , 
women's suffrage advocates and 
pioneers in women's medicine. 
Her family moved to New York 
state in 1832, and she received a 
medical doctor's degree in 1849. 
She e s t ab l i shed a hospi ta l in 
New York w i th an all-woman 
staff , where she recrui ted and 
trained nurses for service in the 
Civil War. Returning to England 
in 1869, she continued to teach 
and practice medicine until her 
death in 1910. 

Source: Chase's 2001 Calen-
dar of Events 

Library construction update 
For information visit the pro-

posed floor plan and our photo 
album of the expansion at our 
Web site: www.cantonpl.org 

For young readers 
Here are some youth-oriented 

autobiographies: 
• Two Days Before Now by 

Margaret Wise Brown 
• Flora and Tiger: Nineteen 

Very Short Stories from My Life 
by Eric Carle 

• China Homecoming by Jean 
Fritz 

• Author: A True Story by 
Helen Lester 

• Prarie-town Boy by Ca r l 
Sandburg 

Hot top ic of t h e week 
B G r o u n d h o g Day. F r i d a y , 

Feb. 2! Old belief that if the sun 
shines on Candlemas Day, or if 
thp groundhog sees his shadow 
when he emerges on this day, six 
more weeks of winter will ensue. 
A widely observed tradit ion in 
which Punxutawney Phil, king of 
the w e a t h e r p rophe t s , is t h e 
object of a search. Tradition is 
said to have been established by 
early German settlers. The offi-
cial trek, which began in 1887, is 
followed by a weather prediction 
for the next six weeks. 

@ the Canton Library is com-
piled by Laura Dorogi of the 
library s t a f f . The library is at 
1200 S. Canton Center. For more 
information about library pro-
grams and services, call 397-
0999. 

i 
fur caravan 

sale February 1 -4 

3 Oof 
Real luxury is wi thin reach. 
Enjoy 30% savings on a fabulous selection 

of mink and beaver coats in a variety 
of styles and colors. Come in now, 
while the selection is best, and 
indulge your taste for luxury. 

Sale applies to Midwest stores only. 
Furs are labeled to show country 
of origin. 

part of our Outerwear Advantage, 
receive 90-day deferred billing 
on your fur purchase. 

it's for.YOU! 

plau: 
Ask an Associate about our 
exciting new credit rewards program. 

Jacobsons 
MON-SAT 10-9 • SUN NOON-6 | Livonia • Laurel Park Place • (734) 591 -7696 

jacobsons.com 

mailto:cmarshall@oe.homecomm.net
mailto:bkadrich@oe.homecomm.net
http://www.half.com
http://www.ifaw.org
http://www.radiotower
http://www.spaceday.com
http://www.cantonpl.org
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Head Start from page A1 

licensed for at least six months. 
• "We were very up-front with 

parents, telling them we were in 
the process of licensing," Bonk-
Foley explained. She said, how-
ever, she did not tell the parents 
licensing could take six months. 
! Because the si te was not 

licensed, parents who chose to 
enroll the i r children in Head 
£>tart had two options, she 
explained. Parents could either 
t!ake advantage of the home-
fcfased program, in which they 
would receive a home visit week-
ly, and a semi-monthly on-site 
activity. 
• Or they could at tend school 

with their children four days a 
week until the licensing process 
was complete. 

Another option, Bonk-Foley 
said, is to reject the program 
completely. 

"Parents have options," she 
said. "Head S ta r t is not a 
required program. You don' t 
have to enroll in Head Start at 
all." 

Crosby opted for the on-site 
program, and brought her grand-
daugh te r to school Monday 
through Thursday. 

While at the school, Crosby 
and other parents volunteered 
their time to prepare the school 
for licensing and inspections, as 
well as worked with the chil-
dren. 

Crosby said parents assembled 
playground equipment, worked 
on plumbing and assisted with 
learning activities. 

Program questioned 

Crosby added some of the 
maintenance issues should have 
been addressed before children 
entered the building. She said 
there were broken coat hooks at 
children's eye level which she 
finally removed from the wall 
herself, after complaining about 
them several times. 

Aside from maintenance issues 
and slow licensing, Crosby said 
she quest ioned whether her 
granddaughter was benefiting 
from the program. 

"The children haven' t been 
learning anything," Crosby said. 

Rena Brock, whose 3-year-old 
son attended the same school 
before she took him out of his 
classes, agreed. 

Brock had also served on the 
Starfish Family Services Head 
Start Policy Committee and on 
the Policy Council for Wayne 
County Head Start. She resigned 
Jan. 22, stating, "I feel I can no 
longer represent Starfish Family 
Services in a positive manner to 
the Policy Council. I hope that 
by my resigning, Policy Council 
will take a closer look at Starfish 
Family Services Head Start pro-
gram....! can no longer tolerate 
the overall poor management 
that I feel is in place, misinfor-
mation, the lack of communica-
tion and services promised but 
never fulfilled." 

Transportation problems 
The "last straw," for Crosby, 

she said, was the transportation 
issue. 

Crosby said her granddaugh-
ter had for a year been attending 
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New tenants: The historic Sheldon School was renovat-
ed last fall for use by the Head Start program adminis-
tered by Starfish Family Services. 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON 
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Charter Township of Canton, 1150 
Canton Center S, Canton, Michigan will accept sealed proposals at the 
Office of the Clerk up to 10:00 a.m., February 15,2001 for the following: 

VOICE INFORMATION SYSTEM 

Specifications are available in the Finance and Budget Dept. All proposals 
must be submitted in a sealed envelope clearly marked with the proposal 
name, company name, address and telephone number and date and time of 
bid opening. The Township reserves the right to accept or reject any or all 
proposals. The Township does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, sex, religion, age or disability in employment or the 
provision of services. 

TERRY G. BENNETT, Clerk 
Publish: February 1 ,2001 lio5S6& 

Preschool Plus, a program in the 
public schools. When she met 
with Head Start , she said she 
was told transportation would be 
available for her granddaughter 

after the licensing process was 
complete. 

Bonk-Foley s ta ted the pro-
gram promised only "limited 
t r anspor ta t ion at centralized 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON 
ACCESS TO PUBLIC MEETINGS 

The Charter Township of Canton will provide necessary reasonable 
auxiliary aids and services, such as signers for the hearing impaired and 
audio tapes of printed materials being considered at the meeting, to 
individuals with disabilities at the meeting/hearing upon two weeks notice 
to the Charter Township of Canton. Individuals with disabilities requiring 
auxiliary*aids or services should contact the Charter Township of Canton, by 
writing or calling the following: 

David Medley, ADA Coordinator 
Charter Township of Canton, 1150 S. Canton Center Road 

Canton, MI 48188 
(734) 397-5435 

Publish: February 1,2001 L102560: 

locations," rather than door-to-
door pickup. 

Crosby said her granddaugh-
ter was picked up at the front 
door for three days, bu t was 
informed by the bus driver one 
morning in January she would 
no longer have transportation. 

Crosby said Head Start denied 
t r anspor ta t ion to her g rand-
daughter to re ta l ia te agains t 
her. 

Crosby said she "ra ised a 
stink" after her daughter, the 
mother of her young grand-
daughter, was denied a scholar-
ship for women through Wayne 
County Head Start. 

Scholarship denied 
Thirteen women tested for 11 

scholarships to Schoolcraft Col-
lege, and Crosby's daughter did 
not receive one. Crosby said she 
was told her daughter did not 
receive the scholarship because 
she is not a minority. 

Mike Johnson, interim direc-
tor, Wayne County Head Start, 
denies Crosby's s t a t e m e n t , 
explaining more than half of the 
scholarship recipients are Cau-
casian. Further, he said Crosbys 
daugh te r ' s scholarship was 
denied when she didn't perform 
well on the tests. 

Crosby and her d a u g h t e r 
arranged a meeting with Wayne 
County Head Star t directors, 
and said she was told if she 
brought an attorney, the meet-
ing would be called off. 

Johnson said Crosby was told 
she could not bring an attorney 
unless Head Start was informed 
in advance, so their corporate 
counsel could also be present. 

The day before Crosby and her 
daughter were to meet with rep-
resenta t ives from the Wayne 
County Head Start, the bus driv-
er said he could no longer trans-
port the granddaughter to and 
from school. 

Bonk-Foley said the bus driver 
was never supposed to pick up 
Crosby's granddaughter at the 
door. 

"He was trying to be nice and 
help her out," she said. 

Starfish Family Services said 
there are currently seven bus 
stops in Canton, most at apart-
ment complexes, and none are at 
individual homes. 

Crosby also s ta ted Sheldon 
School is f requent ly short on 
basic supplies, including glue, 
pa in t , markers , u tens i l s and 
cups. 

"We tried to get supplies from 
some of the other Head Start 
schools, and were told we were 
stealing, and being greedy for 
t ry ing to get some forks and 
cups," Brock said. 

Brock quest ioned why the 
school would be short on sup-
plies, because the funding should 
be adequate to provide them. 
She said the school is "greatly 
under-enrol led ," bu t stil l 
receives funding for maximum 
enrollment. 

Bonk-Foley said Starfish Fam-
ily Services Head Start is funded 
for 565 s tudents . Head Star t 
receives $6,173 annual ly per 
full-time student, and $3,500 per 
part-time student. 

Starfish Family Services Head 
Start enrollment as of Jan. 24 
was 358 students. Bonk-Foley 
said while Head Start has been 
receiving funding for the 565 
students, the program's funding 
could be decreased at any time. 

Brock and Crosby said they've 
made the decision to go public 
with their complaints against 
Head Star t in order to inform 
other parents. 

"I feel bad," Brock said. "I hate 
the fact I have to say bad things, 
but I feel I have to speak out so 
other parents who are consider-
ing the school for next year know 
the truth." 

Poetry contest under way 
St. Mary's College at Orchard 

Lake is inviting high school stu-
dents, grades 9-12, to participate 

the 2001 Grembos and m 

Get Cash Back! 
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HOME FURNISHING DESIGNS 
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Rydesky Memorial High School 
Poetry Contest. 

The deadl ine is March 15. 
Four prizes will be awarded: 
$100 for first prize, $75 for sec-
ond, $50 for third and $25 for 
fourth. 

Rules for the contes t are: 
Poems may be no longer than 20 
lines. Each contestant may sub-
mit no more than two poems. 
Each poem must be typed on a 
separate sheet of paper, includ-
ing name, grade, name of school, 
school address and home 
address. A statement signed by 
student and a teacher attesting 
that the poem is the student's 
original work. 

Entries should be sent in care 
of Engl i sh Dept. Cha i rman 
Mark Koch to St. Mary's Col-
lege, 3535 Indian Trail, Orchard 
Lake, MI 48324. 

Say it with 

rs 
by Steve Mansfield 

LASTING 
IMPRESSIONS 

Most commercially grown 
flowers will last a week if treated 
correctly. To do so, cut the stems 
at an angle before placing them 
in a vase of lukewarm water. The 
angle cut gives the stem a larger 
area to take up water and 
prevents the stem from resting 
on the bottom of the vase and 
sealing out water. There is less 
oxygen in lukewarm water, which 
helps prevent air bubbles from 
entering the stem and blocking 
water intake. An exception to this 
is spring flowers, such as 
daffodils and tulips, which prefer 
cold water. Be sure to use clean 
vases. Bacteria kill flowers. 
Finally, cut-flower food added to 
vase water is scientifically tested 
to make flowers last longer. 

Flowers can create a beautiful 
and welcoming ambiance in your 
home or office, and following the 
above simple tips will increase 
the value of your floral 
investment. For the best 
selection and service, come to 
HEIDE'S FLOWERS & GIFTS, 
located at 9 9 5 W. Ann Arbor 
Trail, Plymouth. To place your 
order by phone, call 453-5140, 
or visit our website at 
www.heidsflowers.com. We are 
celebrating over 100 years in 
business, and 25 years in out 
current location. We are open 
Mon. - Sat., and worldwide wire 
service is available. Look for our 
next article in two weeks. 

HINT: Avoid placing a cut flower 
arrangement in direct sunlight or 
drafts, which can shorten flower 
life. _ . 

http://www.heidsflowers.com
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Quake from A1 

he said. "We're sending all of it 
to help the victims." 

On a smaller scale, the Hindu 
Temple is collecting money to 
send as well. 

S h a h s a i d t h e news of t h e 
e a r t h q u a k e ' s devas t a t ion ha s 
p rompted m a n y to open t h e i r 
wallets and checkbooks to help. 

"People want to help," he said. 
"I have been collecting checks 
every day. Even today, 15 people 
gave me checks to help out." 

Retired f rom Ford Motor Co. 
after a 31-year career, Shah said 
he has a few close fr iends and 
relatives still living in his home 
state of Gujarat , the area hard-
est hit by the quake. 

"I still have a few friends and 
d i s t an t re la t ives there ," Shah 
said. "They are all right, grace-
fully." 

Shah said more than half of 
the members of the temple are 
also G u j a r a t i , and have been 
receiving good news about their 
loved ones back in India. 

"People in our community are 
very emotional and very sad," 
Shah said. "They keep call ing 
h o p i n g for news . Many h a v e 
already left to see their families 
and make sure they're OK." 

One person Shah has talked to 
has received no news, which has 
t he Hindu community worried 
for him. 

"He h a s n ' t l ived he r e ve ry 
long, so he still has 40 or 50 close 
r e l a t i v e s a n d f r i e n d s back 
home," S h a h sa id of t he m a n 
whose h o m e t o w n is n e a r t h e 
earthquake's epicenter. "He has-
n' t heard one word from them, 
and he's fearing the worst." 

S h a h s a i d t h e o rgan iza t ion 
hopes to send the first shipment 
of relief f u n d s within the next 
two or t h r e e weeks . To ass i s t 
with ongoing reconstruction, the 
organization will collect money 
fo r h o s p i t a l s , c h u r c h e s a n d 
orphan aid groups. 

"We will be helping the chil-
dren who have lost their parents 
t he most ," S h a h said. "Tha t ' s 
where we would like to concen-
trate the most money." 

Shah said people interesting in 
helping the ear thquake victims 
can send tax-deduct ible dona-
t i ons to: E a r t h q u a k e Rel ie f , 
H indu Temple , 44955 Cher ry 
Hill Road, Canton, MI 48188. 

Artist from A1 

ter, but very nice." 
The p o w e r h o u s e s t r u c t u r e , 

w i t h i t s e i g h t t o w e r i n g 
smokestacks, is the most promi-
nent feature of the Rouge plant. 
"The powerhouse def ines t h e 
Rouge plant," Zielinski said. 

The paint ing depicts the sun 
setting behind the Rouge plant, 
and a w o r k e r knee l ing , h e a d 
bowed, hat in hand. "Six stars in 
the sky represen t the six lives 
that were lost," Zielinski said. "I 
wanted to paint it. I could feel 
the emotional loss of the fami-
lies." 

The work is acrylic on canvas. 
"I p a i n t f r o m p h o t o g r a p h s , " 
Zielinski said. 

An a i rb rush was used to get 
the subtle shadings of the sunset 
in the work, he said 

"Art has always been a' hobby 
for me," he said. 

John Biga, Facilities Engineer 
a t the Dearborn Paint Plant, is 
impressed wi th Zielinski's tal-
ent. "I consider it a gift. I'm real-
ly impressed with what he can 
do." 

He desc r ibed the m e m o r i a l 
painting as very well received. "I 
have a copy of it in my home. I 
knew severa l of the guys t h a t 
were killed." 

Biga said Zielinski jus t com-
pleted a mura l at the Dearborn 
F r a m e F a c t o r y f e a t u r i n g t h e 
new Thunderbird tha t is going 
in to p r o d u c t i o n . He h a s a lso 
done numerous safety posters 
and a mura l depicting the her-
itage and evolution of the Ford 
Mustang. 

Zielinski hopes to parlay his 
talents into a second career with 
GlennZar t - h is f ree lance a r t 
business. 

"I do m u r a l s for peop le ' s 
homes ," Z ie l insk i said. He i s 
about to begin work on the ceil-
ing of a Northville home. 

He r e c e n t l y comple ted t h e 
garage of an avid Ferrari collec-
tor, rep le te wi th the pranc ing 
ho r se logo and images of t h e 
man's car collection. 

"I also have a couple of por-
t ra i t commissions from private 
citizens," he said. 

For now, Zielinski is content 
with his work a t the Dearborn 
Paint Plant at the Rouge Center. 

As the two-year anniversary of 
the Rouge disaster approaches, 
emotions surface about the inci-
dent. 

"I think there will always be 
scars. Every time you look at the 
powerhouse - you think of it." 

Charter school from page A1 

the liabilities of this plan, particularly 
financial and legal, significantly exceed 
any assurances the district might enjoy. 
Specifically, anticipate definite revenue 
reduction without adequate assurance of 
revenue or "in kind' (i.e., staff develop-
ment) replacement or gains. 

"Second, after thorough review with 
legal counsel, we concur that potential lia-
bilities could exist for P-CCS because of 
the unique 'entanglements' inherent in 
this plan. As the P-CCS Board would not 
be the governing body for the charter, we 
cannot recommend that the P-CCS Board 
assume this potential liability." 

In December, program developer Samuel 
Flam proposed a K-5 charter school to be 
located within the boundaries of the Ply-
mouth-Canton school district. Hie plan 

callcd for P-CCS teachers to become part 
of the charter school, with the district to 
gain from using the information garnered 
from brain-based learning and teaching 
techniques. 

However, a four-year projection by the 
district indicates the charter school would 
cost the district more than $3.8 million in 
lost state foundation gran ts and other 
expenses. 

"The numbers j u s t don't work," said 
Trustee Judy Mardigian. "The revenue 
loss could even bo greater." 

"Looking at the numbers we lose money, 
and that made up my mind right then," 
added Trustee Steve Guile. 

The Plymouth-Canton Education Associ-
ation executive board urged the school 
board to hold off on approving a charter 

school. 
"We believe brain-ba?od education and 

lea rn ing is an excellent idea, but we 
believe all Plymouth-C'anton children 
should benefit from any new teaching 
methods," PCEA presidc-nt Chuck Portelli 
told the board. "We believe there are 
many unanswered questions." 

Flam said he will shop his idea around 
after consulting with his board of direc-
tors. 

'!We will make a decision after consider-
ing a numb$r of options." said Flam. "Ply-
mouth-Canton has an outstanding admin-
istrative staff, which is forward looking." 

School board members have given 
Booher and her staff the go-ahead to inves-
tigate the possibility of teaching brain-
based learning techniques at a magnet 

school within the district, where P-CCS 
administrators would have total control 
and the district wouldn't lose state rev« 
enue. 

"Brain-based learning is the opportunity ' 
of a lifetime," said Roland Thomas, school, 
board member. "This is an opportunity to 
get away from what has beon a traditional ' 
approach in education. Then, we can take ' 
it to all our other schools." 

"I think a magnet school is where we . 
really want to be," added Trustee Eliza-. 
beth Givens. "If we're going to get credit 
in this district for something really out* 
standing ... I would really prefer the credit 
be given to our own staff and adrtiinistra-, 
tion than someone from the outside." 
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Senate threatens subpoenas in airport investigation 
B Y M I K E MALOTT 
HOMETOWN NEWS SERVICE 
mmalott@homecomm.net 

The state Senate upped the 
ante in its review of the business 
pract ices of Wayne County ' s 
Detroit Metropoli tan Airport 
Tuesday. 

Senate Majority Leader Dan 
DeGrow, R-Port Huron , 
announced in a Capitol press 
conference Tuesday the appoint-
ment of members of a new com-
mittee to investigate contracts 
and the competitive bidding pro-
cess at the airport. 

And this time, he is willing to 
give the committee subpoena 
power. 

DeGrow said he has not yet 
introduced a resolution granting 
subpoena power to the commit-
tee, but will if aud i to r s and 
investigators do not receive more 
cooperation from Wayne County 
administrators and airport offi-
cials than they have in the past. 

Wayne County Executive Ed 
McNamara has argued previous-
ly that officials there are being 
cooperative, but that auditors 
often ask for large amounts of 
documentation, often from sever-
al years back, requiring airport 
officials to dig through large 

1 
Investigating: Senate Majority Leader Dan. L. DeGrow 
announces formation of a committee to investigate 
Wayne County's Metro Airport. With him are committee 
members, left to right, Sens. Leon Stille and Glenn 
Steil. 

amounts of paperwork to uncov-
er the information. And the audi-
tors ask for it immediately, he 
has said. 

"You know cooperation when 

you see it," DeGrow countered. 
"The Auditor General knows 
when it is getting cooperation. 
We are not talking about a one-
time occurrence. We are talking 

2 area residents will serve 
on Friends of Rouge board 
B Y RICHARD PEARL 
STAFF WRITER 
rpearl@oe.homecomm.net 

Two western Wayne County 
residents have been elected to 
leadership positions within the 
Friends of the Rouge environ-
mental group. 

Chester R. Marvin of Redford 
Township is the new treasurer 
while Paul Daniel of Livonia has 
joined the board of directors. 

Marvin serves w i th the 
Friends' new president, former 
treasurer Michael G. Darga of 
Northville. Other officers are 
Don A. Griffin of Dearborn and 
Karen Lawrence Shaw of Ann 
Arbor, who were re-elected vice 
president and secretary, respec-
tively. 

Daniel, a reliability engineer 
with Ford Motor Co. in Dear-

born, joins Larry Fitch of Tren-
ton and Je f f rey Holler of 
Ortonville as board members. 
Fitch is Wayne County's deputy 
director of parks while Holler is 
an environmental planner for 
the Oakland County drain com-
mission. 

Marvin, a technician at Gener-
al Motors Powertrain in Romu-
lus, has been a Friends board 
member since 1988, two years 
after the group was formed. In 
1999, he became the f i rs t 
Friends member to receive the 
United Auto Workers' Bernie 
F i res tone Labor Volunteer 
Award for his efforts in behalf of 
the Friends. 

Darga, a design engineer for 
the Wayne County public ser-
vices department, has been a 
Fr iends board member since 

1991 and i ts t r e a s u r e r since 
1993. 

Griffin, a retired math and sci-
ence consultant, was instrumen-
tal in establishing the Friends of 
the Rouge Education Project, 
which gives elementary, middle 
and high school s tuden t s in 
metropolitan Detroit hands-on 
experience in tes t ing Rouge 
River water quality. 

Lawrence, who joined the 
board a year ago, is a resource 
planner with Tilton & Associ-
ates, an Ann Arbor environmen-
tal consulting firm. 

Friends of the Rouge annually 
conducts the volunteer Rouge 
Rescue river cleanup. 

'THINKING ABOUT 
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DEPRESSION PATIENTS 
Research Focus Group in the Detroit Area 

If you have been diagnosed with Depression, and 
have tried at least two different antidepressants, we 
may be able to invite you to participate in a 
marketing research focus group about a new 
treatment for it. All information will be strictly 
confidential. No last names are needed. Those who 
participate in the study will be paid $75 for their 
time (approximately 90, minutes.) Call 800-559-5954 
and ask for Diane between 9:00 AM-5:00 PM 
weekdays (otherwise leave a message and we can 
call you back-discreetly) to learn more. 
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about deliberate delays over a 
period of time. There is no doubt 
we are not getting cooperation. 
That is indisputable." 

DeGrow said airport officials 
have responded to document 
requests with delays or provid-
ing partial documents, incom-
plete documents or no docu-
ments at all. But he said they 
would get another chance. 

"I believe in redemption ... but 
the threa t of subpoena power 
needs to be there," he said. 

Criminal violation 
If subpoena power is eventual-

ly granted to the committee, a 
failure to turn over documents 
would become a criminal viola-
tion. 

Lester Robinson, Wayne Cqun-
ty airports director, said that, 
because the airport "would -^el-
come an impartial and profes-
sional investigator and an oppor-
tunity to work with him in a; fair 
and open forum," subpoena 
power "would obviously no,t be 
necessary . Our books and 
records are open. 

"The preliminary reviews con-
ducted thus f a r have created 
much innuendo and left too 
many loose ends dangling," 
Robinson continued. "After all, 
none of these reports have:been 
professional audits according to 
government auditing standards. 

"We would view an impartial 
investigator as an opportunity to 
tell our side of the story ... hope-
fully, in an environment free of 
politics," he said. 

The new Sena te committee 
will be authorized to review air-
port business practices through 
the end of the year, but DeGrow 

did not say what possible action 
might result then. "I don't want 
to prejudice our review," he said. 
But he left open the possibility of 
a call then for regionalization of 
the airport or a takeover by the 
state government. 

Sen. Glenn Steil , R-Grand 
Rapids, was named the new com-
mittee's chair. Sen. Loren Ben-
nett, R-Canton, and Leon Stille, 
R-Spring Lake, round out the 
GOP side of the panel. Minority 
Leader John Cherry, D-Clio, is 
expected to name two Democrats 
to the panel as well, DeGrow 
said. 

'First impression' 
"I want to respond to wha t 

you've read in the papers," Steil 
said. "Metro Airport has been 
compared to the worst airport in 
the nation. It has been compared 
to Bangladesh," Steil said. "This 
airport is the first impression 
tha t people have of the s ta te 
when they come here." 

McNamara has said the air-
port review was politically moti-
vated. 

DeGrow said his goal was to 
"depoliticize the a i rpor t and 
make sure it is competently 
operated." 

The Senate majority leader 
also said an outside investigator 
has been hired by the Senate to 
assis t in the review: Br ian 
Moeller, a former captain with 
the Port Huron police depart-
ment. 

"I chose him because I know 
him and I t rust him," DeGrow 
said. 

Moeller is qualified because he 

has experience sifting through 
large amounts of documentation 
to review information. "That is 
what police do in fraud investi-
gations," DeGrow said, "... Ftti 
not say ing . the re is anyth ing 
criminal here, just mismanage-
ment and incompetence." tt 

Among the problems uncov-
ered by auditors so far is a lack 
of "requests for proposals" in the 
letting of contracts for airport 
services. One-sixth of all con-
tracts, auditors have found, were 
let without RFPs and more than 
half of all files contain "no evi-
dence" that RFPs were actually 
ever published." Thirteen of <1,5 
concession and service contracts 
were routinely renewed without 
being re-bid. 

DeGrow also said that in some 
contracts, businesses were given 
incentives for early completion of 
the projects, but paid extra when 
the work took longer than 
expected. 

Contracts at the airport often 
were found to be as much as 30 
percent over budget. In sonae 
cases, contractors were 100 per-
cent over budget, auditors told 
the Senate. 

When it comes to construction 
at the airport , earl ier rev iew 
found that almost 90 percent of 
contractors varied from the bud-
geted amount. While some caip.e 
in as much as 20 percent under 
budget, others were 178 percent 
over budget. 

McNamara has accused the 
state of conducting a witch-hunt 
and said the investigation into 
airport f inances is politically 
motivated. 
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Technology no substitute 
for traditional learning 

When teachers get free laptop comput-
ers will students' MEAP scores rise? 

While it may be unfair and unwise to 
attach that kind of expectation to Gov. 
John Engler's technology initiative, we 
don't doubt that's what some Van Buren 
parents were wondering last week when 
the school board voted to join the pro-
gram. Standardized testing - and the 
constant campaign by government to 

push for more 
tests and bet-

t j * a m c a o ter results - is 
. ; . , , all the rage in 

Shouldn t b0 the Lansing and 
only criteria - or Washington 

even the main one these days 

- we use to Judge 
the job being done 

by our schools. 

Of course a 
few bold edu-
cators who 
risk the wrath 
of the estab-

" " 1 lishment cau-
tion us not to 
confuse tes t -
ing wi th 
t e a c h i n g , 
scores wi th 
l e a r n i n g . 

There's something to be said for that. We 
all want tangible results in return for our 
tax dollars. And while there's nothing 
inherently wrong with that, we also must 
remember that developing young minds 
is a complicated task. Test scores aren't 
the sole measure of achievement. 

But equipping teachers with the latest 

technology would seem to fit right in with 
the plan for boosting student perfor-
mance. Engler announced his $110 mil-
lion laptop project about a year ago - in 
his 2000 State of the State speech. It pro-
vides State School Act money for local 
districts to purchase a laptop, software, 
wireless Internet access for every qualify-
ing teacher. In Van Buren, that's about 
340 teachers of a 369-member teaching 
staff. 

The idea is to make computer use a 
mobile, comfortable part of lesson plan-
ning - incorporated into the classroom on 
a regular basis. In that way, a teacher 
lugging a laptop to class should be no dif-
ferent than a history textbook or instruc-
tional video. 

Most districts are just getting into the 
program and some details have yet to be 
worked out, according to Nancy Cornett, 
Van Buren technology specialist. For 
example, technical support and what to 
do in the event a laptop is lost or stolen. 

In Van Buren, these issues must be 
decided and reques t for computers 
turned into the state by June 30. 

Don't get us wrong here. The MEAP 
test is an important gauge for parents, 
educators and s t a t e leaders . It j u s t 
shouldn't be the only criteria - or even 
the main one - we use to judge the job 
being done by our schools. And relying on 
technology to pick up the slack for con-
ventional teacher-student or student-par-
ent interaction certainly isn't the answer 
to solving public education's dilemma. 

Changing the CCW law: 
Let the people decide 
The Michigan Legislature passed last 

ye;ar legislat ion requi r ing local gun 
boards to issue permits to carry con-
cealed weapons to everybody who 
applies, is age 21 or older, free of mental 
illiiess, has a clean criminal record and is 
willing to go through the necessary train-
ing. 

The measure has been very controver-
sial. Some people think it will dramati-
cally increase the number of folks wan-
dering around with permits to carry con-
cealed weapons and, thus, the number of 
innocent (people who are going to get 
shpt. I 

Others contend that "an armed society 
is a polite society" and that an evil-doer 
will be deterred by worry tha t lots of 
folks will be carrying concealed weapons. 

Now a group called People Who Care 
About Kids Committee, headed by Attor-
ney General Jenn i fe r Granholm and 
Wayne County Prosecutor Mike Duggan, 
is circulating petitions to put the law to a 
referendum vote of the people. They need 
to submit more than 151,000 valid signa-
tures of registered voters by March 27 to 
put the measure to a statewide vote, 
although they're aiming for far more. 

There are good reasons to put this leg-
islation to a vote. In fact, we urge inter-
ested readers to sign the petitions. 

When the "shall issue" CCW legislation 
to take discretion to issue permits out of 
the hands of local gun boards was origi-

t nally proposed, it provoked great public 
outcry, in large part from the shooting 
incident at Columbine High School in 
Colorado. So our legislative leaders 
pulled the legislation back, hoping public 
interest would wane. 

It did, and so supporters waited until 
the lameduck session of the legislature 
last year to bring the legislation back. 
While the public was more interested in 
seeing what happened in the presidential 
election recounts and Christmas shop-

ping, legislators rushed the bill to pas-

If this wasn ' t enough, legis la tors 
dreamed up a little trick to try to make 
the legislation immune to referendum. 
Because the Constitution says appropria-
tion bills are not subject to referendum, 
l awmakers tacked on $1 million in 
spending in an attempt to block any peti-
tion drive. Sen. Phil Hoffman, R-Horton, 
and former Rep. Mike Green, R-Mayville, 
admitted tha t was the purpose of the 

There will be plenty of time to 
debate whether the CCW legis-

lation that lawmakers have 
passed is good or bad, but only 
if the drive to put the measure 
to statewide referendum suc-

ceeds. 

allocation. 
Sneaking impor tant legislat ion 

through a lameduck session of the legis-
lature is bad enough. Lameduck sessions 
are intended to clean up legislative busi-
ness that has been overtaken by an elec-
tion, not to hide controversial legislation 
from public notice. But dreaming up a 
fancy gimmick designed to prevent the 
public from considering the merits of leg-
is la t ion a t re ferendum shows scant 
regard for the democratic process. 

There will be plenty of time to debate 
whether the CCW legislation that law-
makers have passed is good or bad, but 
only if the drive to put the measure to 
statewide referendum succeeds. We urge 
readers to sign. 

Those who wish to sign the petition can 
contact the committee by phone at (313) 
224-K.IDS or over the In t e rne t at 
http://www.peoplewhocareaboutkids.com. 

Something's wrong here 
On J a n . 25 I t raveled to Lansing, 

where I found the majority of gas sta-
tions selling unleaded 87 octane fuel for 
$1.29.9 per gallon throughout the city. 

At the time of my departure from Ply-
mouth and subsequent re turn on the 
same day, I found the same gas price to 
be on the average $1.52.9 per gallon. 

What's wrong with this picture? I now 
have a small sense of understanding why 
state government's elected officials have 
a problem identifying with high gasoline 
prices! 

Roger L. Kehrier is a Plymouth 
resident 

CHECK NOT 
FAST... 

• Gun figures wrong 
Response to Ron McCaffery on state-

ments by Mike Malott, Jan. 18, 2001. 
You say that in 1999,1,097 Michi-

gan residents were killed by guns. 
That count is not correct and not veri-
fiable (in the words of Mike Malott). 
How many are gang-related or drug-
related or justifiable police shootings? 
Don't lump all killings in a category 
they were committed by law-abiding 
citizens with CCW's. 

Mr. Malott doesn't have his facts 
straight. If he was an investigative 
reporter, he would have all the infor-
mation he would need on the 31 states 
with "shall issue" permits. It's all on 
the Internet. Crime has decreased 15-
25 percent in the "shall issue" states, 
but the liberal press will not print the 
truth about lawful CCW permit hold-
ers. 

There would be less guns available if 
crime was down, which in Michigan it 
is not. People are afraid, they don't 
want to become victims. How many of 
the 1,097 (so called) victims were 
killed by a holder of a CCW? 

The Wild West notion that is 
preached by the liberal press has not 
occurred ... even if Mike Duggan says 
it does. 

Vincent P. Manderachia 
Plymouth 

• Event a success 
The Genevan Presbyterian youth 

group would like to thank the commu-
nity for your outpouring of support for 
Boxing Night, an event that helps 
raise awareness of the homeless. This 
event couldn't have been as successful 
without your generous donations. 

Through exceptional media coverage 
by Channel 4 News and the Canton 
Observer, people in Canton and the 
surrounding communities were not 
only informed of the event but moved 
to help to serve their community. 
Hundreds of bags, filled with clothing, 
coats, boots, blankets, and toiletries 
were taken to Fort Street Presbyterian 
Church, where the items were distrib-
uted to those in need. 

Canton has been blessed tremen-
dously financially, and it is our sacred 
responsibility to take care of those less 
fortunate than us. 

Thank you for stepping up to that 
task. We appreciate the time that was 
taken out of your busy holiday sched-
ules to deliver your donations to the 
church. The effects of your donations 
go beyond helping to keep others 
warm. By giving to others, you have 
given the gift of love and compassion 
which is everlasting. 

Geneva Presbyterian Senior 
High Youth group 

• Seeking state info 
My name is Jamie Newman. I 

attend seventh grade at Callahan Mid-
dle School. My class is doing a state 
fa i r . My project is on the s ta te of 
Michigan. 

If you could be so kind to ask your 
readers to send brochures, information 
about history and wildlife, statistics, 
postcards of your state, maps, and 
other things you think would be help-
ful. I'll be sure to send a thank you let-
ter. 

Thank you. 
Jamie Newman 
Maverick Team 

1645 Old Dixie Hivy 
Callahan, FL 32011 

• Taking issue over CCW 
In Mike Malott's Jan. 4 column and 

Ron McCaffery's letter to the editor 
(Canton Observer, Jan. 25) statements 
are made concerning the case of CCW 
laws not having benefit. I would direct 
you to John Lott's book, More Guns, 
Less Crime, which in a county-by-coun-
ty breakdown lays out the effects of 
CCW laws in the over 30 states that 
have gone to "shall issue." 

Lott stated in a 1998 interview that 
"For each additional year that a con-
cealed handgun law is in effect the 
murder rate declines by 3 percent, 
rape by 2 percent, and robberies by 
over 2 percent." (www.press. uchica-
go.edu /Misc/ Chicago/ 493636.html) 

In a debate with Douglas Weil, 
director of research for Handgun Con-
trol Inc., Lott stated that: "First, there 
is a very close relationship between 
the number of permits issued in a 
state and the decline in violent crime 
rates. Those states that issue the most 
permits have had the largest drops in 
violent crime, and over time as more 
permits are issued there is a continued 
drop in violent crime." (www.time, 
com/time/ community/ transcripts/ 
chattr070198. html) 

We have seen this here in Michigan, 
in Macomb county. When Macomb 
went to a "shall issue" format several 
years ago, their violent crime rate 
began dropping faster than the rest of 
the state's. 

As far as Mr. McCaffery's sugges-
tion that there will be "additional gun-
related violence and death," has he 
seen any references in the other shall 
issue states to support this? Though I 
have found references to CCW holders 
coming to the aid of police officers, I 
have not found references to CCW 
holders being a major risk. In fact, if 
one looks at a report from the National 
Center for Policy Analysis, concerning 
Texans with CCW permits, as dis-
cussed in their news release of Aug. 9, 
2000, found at www.ncpa. org/press/ 
nr080900a. html 

Texans who exercise their right to 
carry firearms: are 5.7 times less likely 
to be arrested for a violent offense. 
They are 14 times less likely to be 
arrested for a non-violent offense. 
They are 1.4 times less likely to be 
arrested for murder. 

Hardly sounds like CCW holders are 
a threat to the general population, 
indeed they are more law abiding. 
What would you expect from someone 
who would have to undergo a back-
ground check, a medical records check, 
a training program, and a personal 
appearance before the gun board. 

In conclusion, we have benefit, and 
we have no additional risk. 

Dennis Kabaczy 
Canton 

• Not fooled 
I just wanted to write to respond to 

the incredibly arrogant and misleading 
letter written by State Rep. Bruce Pat-
terson, R-Canton, which was published 
in the Jan. 18 Canton Observer and 
other newspapers. 

Patterson had the nerve to indicate 
that he would be voting against the 
ridiculous 36-percent pay raises for 
state lawmakers. Mr. Patterson tries 
to claim that he has no choice or con-
trol over the matter and that he will 
unfortunately have to take this enor-
mous raise. He tries to blame the 

State Officers Compensation Commis-
sion for recommending the raise and 
tells us how poor Bruce can't do any-
thing about it and he is just going to ,. 
have to take another $22,000 (from 
$57,000 to over $77,000 this year and r 
then another increase to almost 
$80,000 next year) of our tax money to 
put in his pocket! 

Do you take the public to be fools, 
Mr. Patterson? You are the Majority 
Floor Leader of the House of Represent 
tatives and therefore obviously have 
close ties to the political leaders 
throughout the state government. As 
any politically observant person can 
see, you and your untrustworthy 
House colleagues did not agree to take 
up a vote and vote against the pay 
increase until you knew that the Sen-
ate was not going to vote on the raises! 
And therefore, you knew and know 
very well that your vote is absolutely 
meaningless since it takes a vote of 1 

both the House and Senate to reject 
the pay raises or they will automati-
cally take effect. 

You have friends in the Senate. 
Your political party controls both the 
House and Senate and you tout your-
self as a leader and powerbroker in 
state government. So, why aren't you 
ensuring that the Senate vote to reject 
the pay increase as well? You did the 
exact same thing two years ago when 
you and your House colleagues took a 
meaningless vote to reject pay increas-
es after you were assured that the 
Senate would not take a vote at all. 
You pocketed the raise then and you 
are going to do the same thing now! ; 

You also claim how you support 
changing the system so that state rep-
resentatives and senators will have to 'f 
vote on such pay increases in the ; 

future. It seems very convenient to ^ 
support such a measure after having . 
taken what amounts to nearly 20 
years worth of raises for the common 
Michigan resident! Don't treat the 
public like we are fools, Mr. Patterson!* 
We know that you are only voting % 
against this incredible increase in you| 
compensation because you know that s 
you are going to get it anyway. Fur-
thermore, if you readily wanted to 
reject the increase, as you claim you 
do, then all you have to do is write a 
check for $22,000 back to the State of 
Michigan. But of course I don't hear 
you volunteering to do that. 

Mark Blackwell 
Wayne 

Share your opinions 
We welcome your letters to the 
editor. Please include your name, 
address and phone number for 
verification. We ask that your letters 
be 400 words or less. We may edit 
for clarity, space and content. 
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Tedd Schneider 
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Engler's hybrid U boards 
deserve consideration 

After 11. years in office, Gov. John Engler cer-
tainly isn't afraid to reshuffle the political deck. 

In this week's State of the State speech, the 
governor makes two far-reaching proposals. He 
thinks Michigan Supreme Court Justices should 
be appointed, not elected as they are now. And he 
wants to change the structure of the boards of the 
Big Three universities - University of Michigan, 

Michigan State 
and Wayne State -
by adding to the 
currently elected 
eight-member 
boards seven 
bipartisan 
appointees. 

Engler's views 
on appointing 
Supreme Court 
Justices are likely 
to draw the most 
media and politi-
cal interest. But 
his suggestions for 
statewide educa-

Phil Power tion posts are 
equally important 

and should not be overlooked. (Readers should 
know that I served as a Regent of the U-M for 11 
years, so I'm either biased or well informed - or 
both! - on this subject.) 

Plainly, Michigan's great research universities 
are among our crown jewels, dead center in any 
effort to diversify our economy by transferring 
discoveries from laboratories into the rapidly 
growing high tech sector. But universities are 
subtle and complex places, institutions where 
poor board governance can wreak havoc in a 
short time, as anybody who has followed the his-
tory of MSU knows full well. 

Michigan's current method of picking board 
members leaves a lot to be desired. 

First, they're elected statewide in November 
elections in even numbered years, which virtually 
guarantees no voter has any idea who is running 
or what the candidates' qualifications or views 
might be. Result: The election outcome is not 
much more than a crap shoot. Candidates win if 
their party does well in that particular election or 
if they're female (women tend to run at least 
100,000 votes ahead of men). 

Second, candidates get on the ballot by nomina-
tion at the Republican and Democratic state con-
ventions. But as a practical matter, potential can-
didates from both parties are subject to litmus 
tests at convention time. Republicans have to be 
anti-abortion enough to satisfy Right to Life, 
while Democrats have to favor organized labor 
and affirmative action for both minorities and 
women. 

Third, as a result of both these problems, 
increasingly few able and experienced candidates 

are willing to undergo litmus-like scrutiny during 
the nomination process only to emerge into an 
election with an entirely random outcome. I've 
personally spent hundreds of hours trying to 
recruit candidates; believe me, it's a tough job. 

Engler's proposal gets at this problem in an 
imaginative way. He retains the existing eight 
elected board slots - a good idea that, maintains 
universities' independent Constitutional status 
and subjects board members to the scrutiny of the 
people during elections. But he adds seven bipar-
tisan appointed members - no more than four of 

The most common objection will be 
'if it ain't broke, don't fix it.' In my 
view, this fails because it accepts 
the present flawed system as the 

best we can do. 

any one party - to create a kind of hybrid board 
of 15. The idea is to use the appointment method 
to recruit men and women of unusual experience 
and talent who otherwise could not be persuaded 
to undergo the thrash of running for a university 
board. 

Of course, there are objections to an idea as far-
reaching as this. But upon scrutiny, each fails. 

A 15-member board is too large, some will 
claim. Nonsense. Most corporate boards run from 
10-20 members, which allows boards to develop a 
committee system that helps members develop 
specialized knowledge of important subject. 

Those who resent Gov, Engler's fierce partisan-
ship will object on principle to gubernatorial 
appointments. However, Engler's proposal is 
specifically designed to take effect only after he 
leaves Office. Moreover, the four-three party bal-
ance required of appointees immunizes against 
concerns that adding appointed board members 
might result in an excessively partisan board. 

The most common objection will be "if it ain't 
broke, don't fix it." In my view, this fails because 
it accepts the present flawed system as the best • 
we can do. I know of no university board that 
would not benefit enormously from the addition 
of serious, committed, responsible and experi-
enced members - precisely the kinds of people 
who would be attracted to serve higher education 
and the people of Michigan through an appoint-
ment process. 

Engler's proposal deserves serious considera-
tion, not knee-jerk rejection. 

Phil Power is chairman of HomeTown 
Communications Network Inc., the company 
that owns this newspaper. He welcomes your 
comments, either by voice mail at (734) 953' 
2047, Ext. 1880, or by e-mail at ppower@ 
homecomm. net. 

Granholm for governor just 
one of McNamara's tricks 

Tim Richard 

Hardy, har-har. Ed McNamara must have been 
laughing in his pint of Guinness after playing 
jokes on the media twice in one week. 

First, McNamara, now 74, floated the notion he 
would run in 2002 for a fifth term as Wayne 
County executive. He'd be 80 by the time he com-
pleted that term. Guess he wants to give that ol' 
Strom Thurmond a run for the antiquarian title. 

As county 
executive, 
McNamara has 
had an air of 
cronyism about 
him in the let-
ting of contracts. 
But he has 
vision and, on 
balance, has 
been a credit to 
public service. 
Where others 
saw county gov-
ernment as an 

employment 
agency for minor' 

UAW officials, McNamara saw it as a tool for eco-
nomic,growth (airport), a provider of day recre-
ation (the park system) and an engine in the war 
on poverty (public buses into the suburbs). 

But how long does the guy need to stay in 
office? 

And isn't an executive supposed to groom his 
successor? McNamara has had several potential 
successors who somehow have stepped out -
Mike Duggan, Dave Katz, Cameron Priebe, 
among others. In a county of 2.5 million, isn't one 
person capable of succeeding him? 

Second, McNamara encouraged state Attorney 
General Jennifer Granholm to run for governor. 

If you went to central casting for an actress 
who can play an attorney, Granholm would be 
your choice. No wonder. She studied acting in col-
lege (just like Geoffrey Fieger) and wears makeup 
so skillfully that you're never conscious of it. 

But her credentials are slender. 

• As an assistant U.S. prosecutor, Granholm 
says she handled 150 or so convictions. But how 
many went to trial? Five or six? Most criminal 
cases are settled by plea bargains, so we have no 
idea how good a trial lawyer she is. 

• Her 1998 opponent had experience as a trial 
lawyer and in the state and federal appeals 
courts and supreme courts. Granholm never men-
tioned her appellate experience - if any. 

• As corporation counsel (chief civil counsel) 
for Wayne County, her office lost a case in the 
State Supreme Court to a homeowners group 
called TACT that challenged the county's real 
estate transfer tax. When I reported the county 
had lost, Granholm wrote a letter to this newspa-
per saying she did not choose to view the high 
court's unanimous decision as a loss. Wrong. She 
lost, and the county had to pay back to home sell-
ers a bunch of tax money. 

• Granholm hirfed a private law firm to handle 
a McNamara suit against Gov. John Engler. The 
Court of Appeals bounced it back, saying the suit 
was filed in the wrong trial court. 

• Granholm ran for attorney general promising 
consumers, "I'll take your case." It was a good 
talk. But when the State Police hid pistol records 
from Fred Mager despite his Freedom of Informa-
tion Act request, Granholm was on the police 
state's side before the Supreme Court. 

• When Midwestern Audit Services requested 
certain types of traffic reports, the State Police 
blacked out key facts, Granholm was on the 
police state's side. 

In contrast, consider U.S. Attorney General 
Janet Reno. When the FBI lost a criminal case at 
the appellate level and wanted to go the U.S. 
Supreme Court, Reno had the guts to refuse. The 
FBI hired a law professor from Utah for its bad 
case and lost. 

• When reporters sought comment on McNa-
mara's gubernatorial ploy, Granholm was 
unavailable, and her PR guy handled the ques-
tions. Could it be because she has a 3-year-old 
toddler? 

There's one Wayne County political trick 
McNamara hasn't played: An office holder files 
early for a new term to discourage competitors. 
His deputy files. A day after the filing deadline, 
the officeholder withdraws, leaving his deputy a 
clear field. 

Consider this 2002 scenario: McNamara files 
for exec, Granholm also files, McNamara with-
draws, and Granholm gets some hard-ball gov-
ernmental experience. That makes better sense 
than the jokes McNamara is playing on the 
media. 

Ed McNamara, county exec until he's 80? Ha, 
ha, ha. Jennifer Granholm, governor? Ho, ho, ho. 

Tim Richard is retired from this newspa-
per to the land of Kabibonokka, the north 
wind. His e-mail is trichard@ bearlake-
net.com 
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Ethics have to be 
part of the mission 
in covering news 

Brad Kadrlch 

Newspapers serve some specific purposes, espe-
cially in a town like Canton, where a community, 
newspaper is frequently the only source of 
detailed information for residents. 

Newspapers are the watchdogs of government, 
letting readers know how tax dollars are being 
spent, what ordinances are being enacted, what 
government officials stand for. They record for 
posterity the happenings of high school sports 
teams, of school boards and the Rotary and Kiwa-
nis clubs. 

What newspapers are not supposed to do is 
become part of the news. There are notable excep-
tions. When reporters for both of Detroit's daily 
newspapers went out on strike, they became part 
of the news. Locally, when the Community Crier 
was going through a change in ownership, that 
became news, mostly because of the reputation 
and standing in the community of the man who 
owned it. 

Naturally, employees of the newspaper are part 
of the community. They frequently serve on com-
mittees, belong to Rotary or Kiwanis, or perform 
at Chamber of Commerce functions. 

But from a news-gathering perspective, for the 
most part, newspapers report the news, they don't 
make it. We cover the readers' world. 

Yet here were several television stations and a 
radio station, coming to the area to report on a 
story they'd read in a daily newspaper about the 
Crier offering a ridiculous amount of money for 
information on illicit activities having anything to 
do with Plymouth city hall. 

Talk about your slow news days. 
The TV stations reported the "story" in differing 

degrees. One attempted to be balanced, talking to 
the editor of the newspaper in question, then get-
ting the city's side of it. Plymouth Mayor Pro-Tem 
Colleen Pobur appropriately pointed out in one 
report that the publisher has a lawsuit potentially 
worth $100 million pending against the very city 
about which he is trying to obtain information. 

Another reporter could scarcely contain his 
skepticism and didn't even bother mentioning the 
lawsuit. That report included interviews on the 
street with two women, neither of whom appeared 
to know anything about the cash offer. 

At least one station managed to talk to an 
expert in the field about the ethics of the idea of 
offering cash for information. And that's what this 
story should really be about. The publisher claims 
paying for information is done all the time, and 

- V 

it's a handy way to go about getting information. 
"This is an effective technique for getting infor-

mation," the publisher said. 
He might have trouble finding support for his * 

point, except from the publishers of National 
Enquirer and similar sensationalistic tabloids. 

"It's the perfect example of tabloid checkbook 
journalism," said Fred Brown, the national chair-
man of the ethics committee for the Society of Pro 
fessional Journalists. "If it's news, you shouldn't 
have to pay for it. To me, when a paper does that, 
it puts itself on a lower plane than the people it's * 
trying to attack. It's kind of a lazy way to get 
news." 

The SPJ's Code of Ethics actually warns news-: 
papers to "be wary of sources offering information 
in exchange for money or favors" and to "avoid 
bidding for news." It goes on to urge other journal-;; 
ists to "expose unethical practices of journalists , 
and the news media." 

The offer itself isn't the only troubling aspect of 
this sordid situation. Just as grave a cause for 
concern is the type of information being sought, 
including dirt about questionable or inappropriate 
conduct and violations of constitutional rights. 

There's no $10,000 offer for "feel good" stories 
such as businesses helping the homeless, or aver-
age everyday heroes trying to live the good life in 
their hometowns. That only serves to perpetuate,-, 
an all-too-frequent image of journalists as a 
whole. 

"We always assume it's not news unless it's neg-
ative, and that's an attitude that gets us in a lot of 
trouble, not just with officials, but with the people 
we're supposed to be informing," SPJ's Brown 
said. "It's always about what's wrong, and not 
what could possibly be done to fix the situation." 

Paying for questionable details is a suspect ; /r 
practice. Newspapers use a variety of generally ; : . 
accepted means to get information for stories. 

Opening up a checkbook isn't among them, no ' 
matter what a businessman with deep pockets ' ' ; 
and an axe to grind tells you. . 

Brad Kadrich is the community editor of 
the Plymouth Observer. Reach him at (734) . 
459-2700or by e-mail at bkadrich© 
oe.homecomm.net. ' 
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Senate avoids vote on pay raises 
BY MIKE MALOTT 

HOMETOWN NEWS SERVICE 

mmalott@homecomm.net 
State lawmakers will receive 

their pay raises, 36 percent this 
year, due to a lack of action by 
the state Senate. 

Senators adjourned after only 
20 minutes in session Tuesday 
wi thou t t a k i n g a vote on t h e 
raises. It was the last practical 
chance to reject the wage hikes, 
and under rules outlined in the 
state Constitution, increases rec-
ommended by the State Officers 
Compensation Commission auto-
matically go into effect unless 
two-thirds of both chambers of 
t he l e g i s l a t u r e vo te to re jec t 
them. 

Despite the introduction of a 
resolution by Sen. Gary Peters, 
D-Bloomfie ld , a n d an over-
whelming vote in t he House of 

Rep re sen t a t i ve s las t week to 
reject the raises, senators did not 
call for a vote. 

In December, the SOCC voted 
to hand pay hikes to state offi-
cials ranging from 13 to 36 per-
cent. Representative, senators, 
the governor, the lieutenant gov-
ernor, and justices of the state 
Supreme Court are all in line for 
wage boosts. 

According the staff aide Aaron 
Keesler, Senate Majority Leader 
Dan DeGrow, R-Port Huron, has 
gone on record saying he believes 
t h a t legislators are underpaid 
and deserved an increase. 

"In fact , he appeared before 
the SOCC in December to testify 
t h a t t h e y should get the 
increase, " Keesler said. 

But DeGrow has not yet taken 
a position on proposals made to 
change the SOCC or the pay-set-
t ing process. Resolutions tha t 

have been introduced in both of 
the Senate and House to require 
an a f f i rmat ive vote f rom law-
makers to take increases before 
they can take effect. 

P e t e r s , for i n s t a n c e , h a s 
o f fe red an a m e n d m e n t t h a t 
would require a vote for any pay 
hike over the cost of living. State 
r ep resen ta t ive have proposed 
requiring a vote, and therefore 
putting legislators on record, for 
any increase in salary. 

Any such change to the SOCC 
would require a consti tutional 
amendment and therefore a vote 
on the election ballot. Sen. Thad-
deus McCotter, R-Livonia, has 
scheduled hear ings before the 
senate Government Operations 
Committee on proposed changes 
to the SOCC system for l a t e r 
th i s week in Lans ing . Such a 
ba l lo t ques t ion could not be 

p l aced before vo te rs u n t i l 
November of 2002. 

Salaries for senators and rep-
r e s e n t a t i v e s wil l j u m p f rom 
$56,981 to $77,400 this year . 
The governor will get an" extr& 
14 p e r c e n t , t a k i n g h im to 
$172,000. The lieutenant gover-
nor gets 19 percent, moving him 
to $120,400. J u s t i c e s of t he 
Supreme Court get 13 percent 
more, boosting them to $159,960. 

Because other judges' salaries, 
in the lower courts, are based on 
a p e r c e n t a g e of t h e j u s t i c e s ' 
income, the pay hike will change 
their income as well. Retirement 
accounts for senators and repre-
sen ta t ives a re based on the i r 
final salary figure. 

T w e n t y seven s ena to r s a r e 
c u r r e n t l y in t h e i r f inal t e r m 
unde r te rm l imits and cannot 
run for their seats again in 2002. 

Magazine gives Michigan government a high A-
WASHINGTON, J a n . 30 

/PRNewswi re / -- I n a r e p o r t 
released today by The Maxwell 
School a t Syracuse Univers i ty 
and Governing magazine, Michi-
gan received an overall grade of 
A- (up from the state's grade of 
B+ two years ago) on how well it 
manages the government sys-
tems that deliver public services. 
Published in Governing's Febru-
ary 2001 issue and funded by 

The Pew Charitable Trusts, the 
landmark report is based on a 
comprehensive survey of govern-
m e n t m a n a g e m e n t in all 50 
states. Governing published a 
similar report in February 1999. 

Dale Jones , d i rec tor of the 
Government Performance Pro-
ject at The Maxwell School, com-
mented, "With this report, state 
officials and citizens can identify 
the management systems tha t 

are working well and areas that 
need improvement. States can 
also use the report to learn from 
each other, adapting good ideas 
t h a t r e s u l t in h i g h e r per for -
mance to their own systems." 

Michigan is one of only three 
states to achieve an average of 
A- in the five categories covered 
by the GPP. The other two are 
Utah and Washington. "While 
we .wish t h a t t h e r e wasn ' t so 

m u c h a t t e n t i o n paid to t he 
grades generated by the GPP, 
there's little question that Michi-
gan ha s earned i ts high aver-
age," says Kather ine Bar re t t , 
special projects editor for Gov-
erning. "While there's room for 
improvement in all five cate-
gories we covered, there ' s no 
question that the state is at or 
near the top of the pack in all of 
them." 
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L I V E L I F E 
S N Y O U R 
O W N L A N E 

mercuryvehic les.com 

Visit Your 
Metio Detroi 

Meicurv Deaii 

ANN ARBOR 

-#&%!!© 
2100 W. Stadium Blvd. 

at Liberty 
(734) 668-6100 

apollolincmerc.com 

CLINTON TOWNSHIP 

Sw Evans Lskesitis 
17500 Hall Rd. 

at Romeo Plank 
(810) 840-2000 

stuevansl3keside.com 

DEARBORN 

Jack Demmer 
21531 Michigan fine. 

Between Southfleld & Telegraph 
(313) 274-8800 

demmer lmxom 

DETROIT 

to iVlaxsy 
16901 Mack A/e. 

at Cadieux 
(313) 885-4000 

bobmaxeylm.com 
DETROIT 

Rak-Motor 
18100 Woockard Ave. 

Opposite Palmer Park 
(313) 869-5000 

partfmotorslm.com 

GARDEN CITY 

Sta B m Garden O * 
32000 Ford Rd. 
Just West of Merriman 
(734) 425-4300 

stuevansgardenclty.com 

NCVI 

49251 Grand River 
1-96 1 Block South of Wixom Exit 
1-800-850-N0vi (6684) 

varsitylm.com 

PLYMOUTH 

.Hires P&k 
40601 Ann Arbor Rd. 

at 1-275 
1-800-550-MERC 

hinesparklm.com 
ROCHESTER HILLS 

Crissman 
, 1185 South Rochester Rd. 

Between Hamlin & Avon Rd. 
(248) 652-4200 

crissmanlm.com 

R0SEVILLE 

Bcfe Maxev 
2§000 Gratiot 

at 12 Mile'f id 
(810) 552*6000-. 

bobmaxeyim.com 

SQUTHFIELD 

Star' 
-'24350 West-12 Mile Rd. I 

' at Telegraph • 
(248) 354-4900 
'• starlm.com 

S0UTHSATE j 

Southgate i 
16800 Fort Street i 

at Pennsylvania 
(734) 285-8800 

stuevanssouthgate.com 

STERLING HEIGHTS 

Crest 
36200 fen Dyke 

at 15 V2 Mile Rd. 
(810) 939-6000 

crestlincmerc.com 

T R W 

Bob Bast 
1950 West Mapie 

Troy Motor Mall 
(248) 643-6600 

borstlm.com 

WATERFORO . 

IVIef Fan' 
4178 Highland Rd. (M-59) 

2 Mi|es West of Telegraph 
(248) 683-9500 

farrlm.com 

YPSILANTI 

Sesi 
950 East Michigan 

9 Miles West of 1-275 
(734) 482-7133 

sesilm.com 

mailto:mmalott@homecomm.net


THE WEEKEND 
V e 

Spend an evening in a haunt-
ed house with the Farmington 
Players who will present "The 
Uninvited " a ghost tale set in 
the 1940s, 8p.m. at Barnes & 
Noble Booksellers, 6800 
Orchard Lake Road, (between 
14 and 15 Mile Roads), West 
Bloomfield. Tickets $12, call 
(248) 553-2955. 

S A T U R D A Y 

The Plymouth Symphony 
Orchestra features Andrew 
Anderson in a solo for string 
bass during an 8p.m. cham-
ber concert at Kerrytown Con-
cert House, 415 N. Fourth 
Ave., Ann Arbor. Tickets $14, 
$12 seniors I college students, 
no charge for children in 
grades K-12, call (734) 451-
2112. 

- i U N i 

The Harlem Globetrotters 
bring their 75th Anniversary 
World Tour to The Palace of 
Auburn Hills at 1 p.m. Tickets 
$20, $17 and $10. Children 12 
and under and senior citizens, 
60 and over, receive $2 off 
reserved tickets. Tickets avail-
able at Tickemaster outlets, or 
call (248) 645-6666. 

Alvin Ailey American Dance 
Theatre with the Rudy 
Hawkins Singers gives four 
full-length performances and 
one hour-long family show fea-
turing pieces by Ailey, includ-
ing "Ri I.'/H'MA.S "Judith •htmi-
son and other choreographers 
at the Detroit Opera House, 
1526 Broadway in Detroit 

Detroit Opera House, (313) 
237-7464; or Ticketmaster, 
(248) 645-6666 for performance 
times ticket information. 

ENTERTAINMENT B 
j ' V i ' • K'f... J WiS .-if??® V 

In the blue: Neil Ollivierra 
will present his collection, 
titled Black Buildings, for the 
first time Saturday, Feb. 3 at 
CPOP Gallery in Detroit. 

CPOP mixes 
music and 
art with 

latest exhibit 
Electronic revisited; Photog-
rapher Joe Vaughn will show 
his work from the Detroit 
Electronic Music Festival. 

FUSIMG 
SIGHT 
SCuMD 

BY STEPHANIE ANGELYN CASOLA 
STAFF WRITER 
8casola@oe.homecomm.net 

ome of the best ideas arise 
purely from coincidence. When 
Carrie Hazel noticed her 

neighbor wandering out of his down-
town Detroit apartment with "large 
vats of blue paint," she couldn't help 
but wonder what he was up to. 

The assistant director at CPOP 
Gallery in Detroit, Hazel knew this 
particular neighbor - Neil Ollivierra 
- as a pioneering force in the Detroit 
electronic music scene. He worked 
as label manager for Derrick May's 
Transmat and in 1996 began the 
Detroit Escalator Co., releasing his 
critically acclaimed concept album 
soundtrack (313) on Ferox Records. 
The Braille EP and a compilation 
titled Excerpts followed. While 
Hazel, a West Bloomfield native, had 
heard such works in progress waft-
ing from a window below, she never 
expected to find, alongside the key-
boards, monitors and audio equip-
ment, a collection of original paint-
ings. 

"They're huge, 5 by 7 feet," 
exclaimed Hazel of his art - all set 
in shades of blue. "One piece is 12 
feet long. It's actually like you're 
looking up at a building, a sky-
scraper." 

Music melds canvas, film 
Ollivierra's Black Buildings -

both a recording project due on Lon-

don-based Peacefrog 
Records this spring and 
a series of recently com-
pleted paintings -
sparked a new exhibit 
for the gallery. Fusing 
visual renditions 
inspired by techno with 
paintings and pho-
tographs that examine and cele- . 
brate the city, a brand new exhibit 
features the collected works of 
Ollivierra, Ron Zakrin and Joe 
Vaughn. The exhibit begins 6 p.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 3 and runs through 
Sunday, Feb. 25. 

For Ollivierra, the opening begins 
the first exhibition of his paintings, 
which show a dimensional view of 
urbania through solid blocks of 
color, overlapping in both depth and 
form. He's excited, to say the least. 

"It's a blessing to be able to work 
around the clock doing something 
you love to do," he said. "When I fin-
ished, it was as if I was released 
from a year-long hypnotic state." 
. Without much experience in the 
art industry, Ollivierra had been 
offered other opportunities to show 
his work, but he declined until now; 
"They're very down-to-earth, 
straightforward people and they'd 
shown a genuine interest in what I 
was doing," he said of the gallery. 
"They get tons of submissions alj the 
time from many other reputable 

Please see FUSING, B2 

or to. 
0A.1. 

finishing 
Neil Olfivierra shares his impresslc : 

showing his paintings for the first time... J 
"I'm overwhelmed, to say the least. 11 

remember putting the last strokes to the I 
last piece In the exhibition. ! stepped back j 
from the painting In my coveralls and stood J 
there listening to it in the silence of the I 
room, tasting its effect on my mood. Only j 
then, when I acknowledged that it was fin- j 
ished and that there was no more work in-1 
front of me, only then did I pull out of my j 
trance to look around my studio and realize ] 
that l had completely (destroyed the joint j 
over the last year. The refrigerator, the 
stove, the television set, my audio recording 
gear, the computer, thfe keyboards, the mix-
ing board, the monitors — everything has a 
film of blue paint dust coating it like a sec-
ond skin... To tell you the truth, l haven't 
had time to digest the situation and examine 
my feelings about Jhe opening, other than to 
say i'm definitely excited, I'm looking for-
ward to the party, and I'm looking forward to 
thanking my friends and family and associ-
ates for their support." 

Clap, Bang! 
STOMP 
bursts back 
into Detroit 

j 

J'.s ' • 

BY LANA MINI * 
STAFF WRITER 
lmini@oe.homecomm.net ;• > ? 

Boom! flick, swish, crash, clap, tap,*! 
clap ... Tromping to the beat of Zippos, " 'j; | 
brooms and plungers STOMP has ' 
swept into Detroit again. * 

And as always, expect each show at 
the Fisher Theatre to be sold-out or; \ 
darn close to it. 

• 8 p.m. Thursday, 
Feb. 1; 7:30 p.m. 
Sunday, Feb. 4; 2 
p.m. Saturday-
Sunday, Feb. 3-4; 
balcony $30, main 
floor, Mezzanine 
and Loge, $40 
• 8 p.m. Friday-
Saturday, Feb. 2-3; 
main floor, 
Mezzanine & Loge 
$45, balcony $35 
• Tickets available 
at the Fisher box 
office or all 
Ticketmaster 
outlets, (248) 645-
6666. Groups of 20 
or more call (313) 
871-1132. 

"It's one of our 
biggest hi ts ," 
F i sher Thea t re 
s p o k e s w o m a n 
Shirl Harris said. 
"It ranks up there 
in pa t ron 
r eques t s along 
with Phantom of 
the Opera and Les 
Miz. So, we made 
sure STOMP 
came back." 

The show at the 
Fisher, r unn ing 
through Sunday, 
Feb. 4, is the 
same percussion 
creation, with the 
exception of a few 
changed members, as its last Detroit -
appearance two years ago. • 

A hit 
"There are so many people who will 

see STOMP for a second time and so 
many who still haven't seen this partic-
ular performance," Harris said. "It will-
be a hit." 

For those who have yet to be 
STOMP-ed, the cast of young perform-
ers creates music from everyday items. 

"We make a rhythm out of anything 
we can get our hands on that makes a 
sound," Luke Creswell, STOMP co-
founder and director said. "Stiff-bristle 
brooms become a sweeping orchestra. 
Zippo lighters flip open and close to 
create a fiery fugue." 

STOMP uses everything they can 
imagine except regular instruments. 
Tha t ' s wha t makes STO&EP, well, 
stomp. Boots, trash cans, plastic bags 
and hubcaps make the music. 

STOMP's success hasn't seemed to 

Please see STOMP , B2 

Feel the beat: Lively and fun, 
STOMP makes the ordinary 
sound extraordinary. 

Outstanding musicians bring Dixieland to Livonia 
BY KEELY WYGONIK 
STAFF WRITER 
kwygonik@oe.homecomm.net 

Feb. 11 is a little too early to begin 
celebrating Mardi Gras, but as Bill 
Knowles of Farmington will tell you, 
anytime is a good time to enjoy Dix-
ieland Jazz. 

"It's fun music, that ' s unique to 
America," said Knowles who is bringing 
Chuck Moss' Paint Creek Jazz Society 
to Livonia for a concert at the Mon-
aghan Knights of Columbus Hall on 
Feb. 11. 

Dixieland, a sound that originated in 
^ ^ ̂  ^ ^ 4- ,4 

with Mardi 
Gras celebra-
tions. It's happy 
music, the kind 
that makes you 
want to tap 
your toes and 
smile. Dix-
ieland was the 
popular music 
of the day in 
the 1930s and 
1940s and a lot 
of people grew 
up listening to 

What: The New 
Windsor/Detroit Jazz 
Club presents Chuck 
Moss' Paint Creek Jazz 
Society 
When: 3-6 p.m. Sunday, 
Feb. 11 
Where: Monaghan 
Knights of Columbus 
Hall, 19801 Farmington 
Road, Livonia 
Tickets: $10 in 
advance, $13 at the 
door, call (248) 476- . 
2674 

it. 
"This is the best representation of a 

Dixieland performance that you'll find 
in the area, and that includes Detroit, 
Muskegon, Toledo and Windsor," said 
Knowles. "We're very proud of these 
people." 

Knowles met trombonist Chuck Moss 
of Rochester about six years ago and 
asked him to put together a group of 
musicians for the concert. 

"He's one of the top 20 trombonists in 
the country, without question," said 
Knowles. "He works well with sidemen 
and has a great sense of humor and 
personali ty. They never need a 
rehearsa l because they know each 
other so well." 

Freedom 
Moss has been going over some 

music for the program, but admits that 
"we don't know what we'll play until 
we're on stage. "Everything we do is 
different, that's the nature of jazz, it'§ 
exciting. I like the musical freedom. 
There's a format and structure with 
songs that we all follow, but we impro-
vise on our own while listening to other 
musicians. 'Each tune is a work in 
progress that happens right there." 

Chuck Moss 
The concert will include a mixture of 

the most often requested Dixieland 
tunes! Moss also plans to feature each 
person in the band on a tune they 
would like to play. There could be some 

that folks are unfamiliar with. 
Retired from the Rochester School 

District, Moss began his career teach-
ing music in the Farmington School 
District. The Rochester resident enjoys 
Dixieland music because it 's happy 
music that's energetic and fun to play. . 

Group 
For this concert Moss assembled a 

group tha t includes Paul Keller on 
bass, Pete Siers, drums; Kerry Price, 
vocalist; Jim Wyse of Livonia, clarinet; 
Dave Tatro, trumpet; J im Dapogny, 
piano; and Hugh Leal, banjo and gui-
tar. 

"These are all first-class musicians," 
said Moss. "They play all over the coun-
try. J im Wyse is a recently ret ired 
Wayne County prosecutor. His job kept 
him close to home, but he could have 
been out on the world stage. "Kerry 
Price is a fine singer. Paul Keller has 
become recognized as one of the world's 
really great bass players. Jim Dapogny 
is a professor at the Universi ty of 
Michigan and a nationally known jazz 
historian." 

Moss promises that it will be an out-
standing concert. "There aren't often 

Please see DIXIE, B2 

, homctownnowsi)tipeii*.net gonik. Editor 734-953-2105 
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chances to hear a group of musi-
cians of th i s caliber p laying 
together at one time," he said. 
"Hearing live music is something 
special, it's different from hear-
ing a song the same way it was 
recorded." 

"We've found a home at the 
Monaghan Knights of Columbus 
Hall and would like to make it a 
cen te r for Dixieland jazz in 
sou theas t Michigan," said 
Knowles. "Once people h e a r 
about our concerts they'l l be 
back." 

Concert seating is in tables of 
e ight . P a t r o n s can purchase 
sandwiches and other snacks, 
and t he r e will be a cash bar . 
Knowles expects the concert to 
d raw Dixie land f ans from 
throughout the metro Detroit 
a rea and Windsor. Canadian 
money will be accepted at par for 
tickets. 

/ 

Musi-
cian: 
Jim 
Wyse of 
Livonia 
will per-
form 
with 
Chuck 
Moss' 
Paint 
Creek 
Jazz 
Society 
on Feb. 
11. 

V R R 

Showcase Cinemas 

Showcase 
A u b u r n Hil ls M 4 
2150 N. Opdyke Rd. 

Between University & Walton Btvd 
2 4 8 - 3 7 3 - 2 6 6 0 

AlfShows until 6 pm 
Continuous Shows Daily 

Late Shows Wed Thurs. Fri. Sat. 
N P DENOTES NO PASS 

M O O N L I G H T ( P C I 3 ) 
N P SUGAR A N D SPICE ( P G 1 3 ) 
N P T H E W E D D I N G PLANNER 

( P C 1 3 ) 
. N P CROUCHING TIGER, 

H I D D E N D R A G O N ( P G 1 3 ) 

N P THE PLEDGE (R) 
N P SNATCH (R) 
1 3 DAYS ( P G 1 3 ) 

SAVE THE LAST DANCE ( P G 1 3 ) 
F INDING FORRESTER ( P G 1 3 ) 

DOUBLE TAKE ( P G 1 3 ) 
TRAFFIC (R) 

T H E CASTAWAY ( P G 1 3 ) 
FAMILY M A N ( P G 1 3 ) 

MISS CONGENIALITY ( P G 1 3 ) 

C M FOR COMMIE LISTINGS M M S 

Showcase D e a r b o r n 1-8 

3 1 3 - 5 6 1 - 3 4 4 9 
Bargain Matinees Daily. 

AlfShows untii 6 pm. 
Continuous Shows Daily 

* Late Shows Fri. & Sat, & Sun. 

N P DENOTES N O PASS 

NP SUGAR AND SPICE (PGB) 
NP THE WEDDING P01ANNER (PCI 3) 

NP CROUCHING TIGER, HIDDEN 
DRAGON (PG13) . 

NP THE PLEDGE (R) 
SAVE THE LAST DANCE (PGH) 

DOUBLE TAKE (PGH) 
TRAFFIC (R) 

CASTAWAY (LPGH) 

ou t FOR COMPUTEIKMS AND TIMES 

Showcase P o n t i a i 1 -5 
Telegraph-Sq. Lake Rc 

te legraph 
8 1 0 - 3 3 2 - 0 2 4 1 

Bargain Matinees Daily 
• A l l Shows Until 6 pm 

N P DENOTES N O PASS 

NP T H ! WEDDING PLANNER (PCI 3) 
NPCROUCHING TIGER, HDDEN 

DRAGON (PG13) 
NPSAVE THE LAST DANCE (PG13J 

NP FINDING FORRESTER (PGH) 
NP CASTAWAY (PGH) 

GW fOfl COMPlfFf LIS M S M M S 

Showcase P o n t i a c 6 - 1 2 
2405 Telegraph Rd. East side of 

Telegraph 
8 1 0 - 3 3 4 - 6 7 7 7 

MAMCOMHfrtlimS-WDTMS 

Showcase 
W e s t l a n d 1 - 8 

6800 Wayne Rd,, 
One bik S, of Warren Rd, 

3 1 3 - 7 2 9 - 1 0 6 0 
Barqain Matinees Daily 
AlfShows Until 6 pm 

Continuous Shows Daily 
Late Shows WedThurs. Fri, & Sat. 

NP DENOTES N O PASS 

NP THE W E D D I N G PLANNER 
( P G 1 3 ) 

NP THE PLEDGE (R) 
NP 13 DAYS ( P C I J ) 

NP FINDING FORRESTER 
( P G 1 3 ) 

CASTAWAY ( P G 1 3 ) 
FAMILY M A N ( P G 1 3 ) 

W H A T W O M E N W A N T (PG13 
THE EMPEROR'S N E W 

G R O O V E ( G ) 

OUfOftCOMftflEllJIWCSiWOnMB 

Star Theatres 
The World's Best Theatres 

Bargain Matinees Daily $5.00 All 

to & MasterCard 
to Pass Engagement 

Star Grea t Lakes Crossing 
Great Lakes Shopping Center 

2 4 8 - 4 5 4 - 0 3 6 6 

NP THE WEDDING PLANNER (PG13) 
NP SUGAR ANDSPKE(PGH) 

NP 0 BROTHER WHERE ART THOU? 
( N P H ) 

FINDING FORRESTER (PG13) 
13 DAYS (PCI 3) 

SAVE THE LAST DANCE (PCB) 
TRAFFIC (R) 

CASTAWAY (PGH) 
MISS CONGENIALITY (PG13) 

WHAT WOMEN WANT (PGH) 

tttL fOS COMPitTf LISTINGS AND M S 

Star Southf ie ld 
12 Mile between Telegraph and 

Northwestern, Of f1-696 
248-353-STAR 

'Jo one underage 6 ^ 
r 

B i r m i n g h a m T h e a t r e 
2 1 1 S . Woodward 

Down town Birmingham 

NP Denotes No Pass Engagements 

Order Movie tickets by phone! 
Call 644-3456 and haveyourVISAor 
Master Card ready! (A 51c surcharge 

per transaction will apply-to all 
telephorieTales) 

IDD1NG PLANNER (PGH) 
V OF THE VAMPIRE (R) 

N DA MOONLIGHT 

M a p l e A r t C i n e m a I I I 
4135 W. Maple, West of Telegraph 

2 4 8 - 8 5 5 - 9 0 9 0 

0 BROTHER WHERE ART THOU? 
(Ml 3) 

STATE AND MAIN (R) 
CH0C0LAT(PG13) 

G W R K O M r E L l S f l N G S M D M S 

O x f o r d 7 C inemas. L L C 

Lapeer Rd. (M-24) 
( 2 4 8 ) 6 2 8 - 7 1 0 0 

F a x ( 2 4 8 ) - 6 2 8 - 1 3 0 0 

DETROIT'S LOWEST FIRST RUN PRICES 

4-5 PM, 
N O W OPEN 

A M C L ivonia 2 0 
Haggertv & 1 Mi le 

7 3 4 - 5 4 2 - 9 9 0 9 

'put rfOT rod fame mo m s 

S1.00 Ford Tel 5 1 . 5 0 
3 1 3 - 5 6 1 - 7 2 0 0 

NP 

GUI 

hf i »«) 

Uni ted Artists Theat res 
Bargain Matinees Daily, for all shows 

I Shows Until 6 pm 
Continuous Shows Daily 

Late Shows Fri. & Sat 
N P DENOTES N O PASS 

NP SUGAR AND SPICE(PGH) 
NP THE PLEDGE (R) 

NP SNATCH (R) 
NP CHOCOLAT (PCI 3} 

NP 1J DAYS (PC13) 
NP TRAFFIC (R) 

WHAT WOMEN WANT (PGH) 

G « I FOR c o M P i f I F w m A N D n m 

Q u o V a d i s 
Warren & Wayne Rds 

3 1 3 - 4 2 5 - 7 7 0 0 
Bargain Matinees Daily 

Al fShows Unt i l 6 p m 
Cont inuous Shows Daily 

Late Shows Wed,Thurs, Fri, & Sat 

NP SUGAR AND SPICE (PG13) 
NP THE GIFT (R) 
NP SNATCH (R) 

NPSAVE THE LAST DANCE (PGH) 
TRAFFIC (K) 

CROUCHING TIGER, HIDDEN DRAGON 

(PGi i ) 
NP SHADOW OF THE VAMPIRE (R) 
NPCROUCHING TIGER, SLEEPING 

DRAGON (PG13) 
NP THE GIFT (R) 

NP THE PLEDGE (R) 
NP SNATCH (R) 

TRAFFIC (R) 
, SAVE THE LAST DANCE (PG13) 

ANTITRUST (PG13) 
13 DAYS (PG13) 

DOUBLE TAKE (PGH) 
FINDING FORRESTER (PGH) " 

CASTAWAY (PGH) 
FAMILY MAN (PGH) 

MISS CONGENIALITY (PG13) 
CHOCOLAT (PGH) 
DRACULA2000(R) 

WHATW0MEN WANT (PGH) 
EMPEROR'S NEW GROOVE (G) 

DUDE, WHERE'S MY CARfPGH) 
VERTICAL LIMIT (PGH) 
RUGRATSIN PARIS (G) 
102DALMATI0NS(G) 

auroficoMfrfiisriNCSMiMj 

Star lohn-R 
a t 14 M i l e 

32289 John R. Road 
2 4 8 - 5 8 5 - 2 0 7 0 

No one under 6 admitted for PG13& 
R rated films after 6 pm 

NP THE WEDDING PLANNER (PGH) 
NP THE SHADOW OF THEVAMPI8E 

(R). 
NP THE GIFT (R) 

NP THE PLEDGE (R) 

13 DAYS (PGH) 
SAVE THE LAST DANCE (PGH) 

FINDING FORRESTER (PGH) 

CASTAWAY (PGH) 
FAMILY MAN (PGH) 

MISS CONGENIALITY (PGH) 
CHOCOLAT (PGH) 

WHAT WOMEN WANT (PGH) 
THE EMPEROR'S NEW GROOVE (G) 

c a l l Fo/i c o m p l e x l i s t i n g s m t i m e s 

Star Rochester Hil ls 
200 W a y Circle 

8 5 3 - 2 2 6 0 
No one under age 6 admitted for 
PG13 & R rated films after 6 prrt 

NP THE WEDDING PLANNER (PGH) 
NPCROUCHING TIGER, HIDDEN 

DRAGON (PGH) 
CHOCOLAT (PGH) 

Same day advance tickets available. 
NV - No V.I.P. tickets accepted 

U n i t e d Ar t is ts 
West River 

2 4 8 7 8 8 - 6 5 7 2 

SUGAR AND SPICE (PGH) NV 
THE PLEDGE (R)NV 

SAVE T R U S T DANCE (PGH) 
13 DAYS (PGH) 

DOUBLE TAKE (PGH) 
FAMILY MAN (PGH) 
CASTAWAY (PGH) 

MISS CONGENIALITY (PGH) 
WEDDING PLANNER (PGH) 

CR0UCHINw.*ER(PG13) 
HDAYS(PGH) 

FINDING FORRESTER (PGH) 
TRAFFIC (PGH) 

CASTAWAY (PGH) 
FAMILY MAN (PGH) 

MISS CONGENIALITY (PGH) 
WHAT WOMEKWANT (PGH) 

THE EMPEROR'S NEW GROOVE (G) 
VERTICAL LIMIT (PGH) 
102 DAIMATI0NS (0) 

THE RUGRATSIN PARIS: THE MOVIE 
(«) 

GUI HM COMPlfTJ U57MJ jWD TIMES 

W a t e r f o r d C i n e m a 16 
7501 Highland Rd. 

S i . comer M - 5 9 & Williams Lake 
Rd. 

2 4 H o u r M o v i e L ine 
( 2 4 8 ) 6 6 6 - 7 9 0 0 

CALL 7 7 FILMS # 5 5 1 

After 6 p.m. $1.50 
Ample Parking-Telford Center 
free Refill on Drinks & Popcorn 

Please Call Theatre l o r 
Showtime* 

DUNGEONS & DRAGONS (PGH) 
CHARLIE'S ANGELS (PGH) 
MEET THE PARENTS (PGH) 

WHAT WOMEN WANT (PGH) 

CALL (OH CQMMEJI tOTNCS M D TIMES 

Uni ted Artists C o m m e r c e 
T o w n s h i p 1 4 

Located Adjacent t o Home Depot 
just North of the intersection of 14 

Mile & Haggertv Rd, 
2 4 8 - 9 6 0 - 5 8 0 1 

' •A l l Stadium Seating 
•High-Back Hocking Chair Seats 

'Two-Day Advance Ticketing 

SUGAR AND-SPKE (PGH) NV 
DOUBLE TAKE (PGH) 
CH0C01AT(PGH)NV 
THE PLEDGE PG13)NV 

FRHHNC F08RESTH (PGH) NV 
13 DAYS (PGH) NV 

CROUCHING HGER (PGH) NV 
JAVETHE lAST DANCE (PGH) NV 

ONLY THEATRE IN OAKLAND COUNTY 
WITH THE NEW DOLBY DIGITAL EX 

SOUND SYSTEM AND MORE...CHECK 

WHAT WOMEN WANT (PG13) 
SNATCH (R)NV 

ANTITRUST (PGH) NV 
DOUBLE TAKE (PGH) NV 

EMPEROR'S NEW GROOVE (6) 
MISS CONGENIALITY (PG13) 

CASTAWAY (PGH) 

OULFOKOMPifTELISTINCSMDTMJ 

NP THE GIFT (R) 
NP SNATCH (R) 

NP ANTITRUST (PGH) 
NPCROUCHING TIGER (PGH) 

N P H DAYS (PGH) 
NP DOUBLE TAKE (PGH) 

NPSAVETHELAST DANCE (PGH) 
NP FINDING FORRESTER (PG13) 

TRAFFIC (R) 
CASTAWAY (PGH) 

FAMILY MAN (PG13) 
MISS CONGENIALITY (PG13) 

WHATWOMEN WANT (PGH) 
THE EMPEROR'S NEW GROOVE (G) 

VERTICAL LIMIT (PGH) 
102DALMAT10NS'(fi) 

THE RUGRATSIN PARIS: THE MOVIE 
(G) 

M i FOfi COMWETFIOTNG5 AND M S 
Wia & Mastercard Accepted 

M a i n A r t T h e a t r e HI 
118 Main at 11 Wile 

Royal Oak 
248-5424)180 

call 77-RLMS ext 542 

T h e a t r e 
Dearborn 

( 3 1 3 ) 8 4 6 - 6 9 1 0 
Children Under 12 are Free 

Electric in Car Heaters 

ALtVAVi TWO filG P/OMS TOGfMR 

REMEMBER THE TITANS (PGH) 
DOUBLE TAKE (PGH) 

SAVE THE LAST DANCE (PG1B) 
LADIES MAN (R) 

WHAT IVOMEN WANT (PGH) 
CASTAWAY (PGH) 

DRACULA2000(R) 
LEGEND OF DRUNKEN MASTER (R) 

PROOF OF LIFE (R) 
FAMILY MAN (PGH) 

MOWES SWAT DUSK 

Cinema A M o v i e 1 6 
The Best Seat in Town 
28600 Dequindre Rd, 

8 1 0 - 5 5 8 - 8 2 0 7 

THE LITTLE VAMPIRE (PC) 
SCARY MOVIE (R) 

SPACE COWBOYS (PG13) 
LOST SOULS ( I ) 

THE LEGEND OF BAGGER VANCE 
(PGH) 

PAY IT FORWARD (PGH) 

BRING IT ON(PGH) 
DUNGEONS AND DRAGONS (PGH) 

MEETTHE PARENTS (PGH) 
UTTLY NICKY (PGH) 

WHATLIES BENEATH (PGH) 
THE 6TH DAY (PGH) 

LADIES MAN (R) 

REMEMBER THE TITANS (PC) 
HOW THE CRINCH STOLE (PC) 

CHARUE'S ANGELS (PGH) 

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE BOX 
OFFICE OR PHONE 248-542-0180 

CROUCHING TIGER HIDDEN DRAGON 
(PGH) 

YOU CAN COUNT ON ME (R) 

Fusing from page B1 

C4LL FOR COMPLETE LISTINGS AND TIMES 

artists around the world who've 
been working longer than me; I 
was touched and honored." 

Seeing blue 
Ollivierra's work began three 

years ago as mechanical pencil 
d r a f t s on vel lum paper . He 
sought out colors that would both 
enhance the depth of his work 
and produce a calming effect to 
counter the furious pace of urban 
life. He found both in shades of 
cobalt and pthalo blue. "The 
images themselves are geometric 
abs t r ac t landscapes . The 
monochromatic three-dimension-
al canyons and grottos and por-
tals are based on clean, non-com^ 
plex, minimalist lines so as not to 
agi ta te or grope for too much 
attention. 

"I'm attracted to attractive peo-
ple, places and things: a t the 
same time, I naturally resist any-
thing or anyone who goes over 
the top to make an impression." 

The same might be. said of his 
music, too. "The painrangs series 
sha re s the same t i t le as the 
for thcoming album - Black 
Buildings," said Ollivierra. "They 
are both studies in clean lines, 
orchestrated space, and architec-
tural and spiritual metaphors." 

Appropriately enough, Neil's 
b ro ther , P lane t E DJ Tony 
Ollivierra, can be spotted behind 
the turntables at the exhibition's 
opening. 

Another a r t i s t new to the 
gallery, Ron Zakrin, will present 
Manuel Override - a collection 
that moves between social com-
mentary and self-examination 
and is decidedly Detroit-centric. 
For those who experienced the 

Seige: Painter Ron Zakrin will exhibit "The Siege of 
Heidelberg" and other works from aManuel Override* 
at CPOP Gallery in Detroit. 

f irs t Detroit Electronic Music 
Festival last May, CPOP also 
offers a collection of photographs 
by Joe Vaughn sure to bring the 
experience spinning back. 

Eye of the stage 
Vaughn, a Royal Oak resident, 

said he aimed to capture the feel-
ing of the artists who graced the 
stages. He was, in essence, the 
"eye of the stage." 

"I wanted to bring the average 
person a little closer to the artist 
- to show them that they are just 
one of us, that they love what 
they do," said Vaughn. Deciding 
wha t photographs to p resen t 
became a daunting task. "(It was) 
very tough. There were so many 
images that I wanted to show -
and will someday try to - but I 

had to narrow it down." 
With more than 5,000 square 

feet of space, the gallery changes 
its exhibitions monthly. What" 
started out as an underground, 
rock poster art gallery nestled in 
Royal Oak has come into its own; 
as a cutting-edge, contemporary1 

ar t authority, supporting local1 

artists and constantly introduc-'^ 
ing the work of new ones. 

And CPOP is no stranger to 
the electronic music scene. Col-, 
laborating with the festival's pro-" 
ducer, Plymoutk resident Carol? 
Marvin of Pop Culture Media, r 
and Planet E founder Carl Craig,." 
who secured the DEMF line-up, 
CPOP sponsored a stage at the 
festival. 

"This music is very much aj( 

part of the city," said Hazel. 

Stomp from page B1 

wane over the las t six years . 
Awards continue to pour in like 
the Olivier Award for Best 
Choreography, a Drama Desk 
Award for Unique Theatre Expe-
r ience and even an Academy 
nomination. 

Beginnings 
STOMP began, appropriately, 

on the streets in the UK and has 
s tayed t rue to i ts raw origin 
despite international accolades. 
It has five international touring 
companies covering 200 cities 
worldwide including perfor-
mances at London's Royal Festi-
val Hall and the Acropolis in 
Athens, Greece. For seven years 

MOVIES 

and stil l-running, it performs 
continuously to sold-out audi-
ences in New York. 

Here in the Motor City, 
STOMP skipped a year in 2000. 
Harris said the reason was pure-
ly a scheduling conflict, not from 
lack of demand. 

"People expect STOMP to visit 
Detroit and when they didn' t 
come last year we received so 
many, many phone calls." 

Awards 
STOMP has also ea rned 

awards nationally for its work in 
Coca-Cola and Targe t s tores 
commercials and received a 
Grammy nomination for music 

on Quincy Jones' Q Jook Joint'"f 

album. It produced a short live , l 

action film, Brooms, that earned' 
an Academy Award nomination0 ' 
and received an Emmy for the 
c rea t ion of the HBO special— 
STOMP Out Loud.. 

STOMP has appeared on the -
68th Annual Academy Awards,. . 
The Late Show with Dave Let-,K' 
t e r m a n , Oprah, The Tonight 
Show with Jay Leno, soap show > 
General Hospital, Mister Rogers'« 
Neighborhood, Dateline NBC, j 
the sitcom Mad About You and ) 
others. 

Tickets are still available for 
select Fisher performances. 

Film offers a sugary love story 
SPECIAL WRITER 

Got a craving for some eye 
candy? Then grab your partner 
and head out to see The Wedding 
Planner. 

Almost everything about this 
p ic tu re d i rec ted by Adam 
S h a n k m a n and w r i t t e n by 
Pamela Falk and Michael Ellis is 
as pretty as a box of Valentine 
fondant - from its players, to the 
clothes they wear, to its story-
book San Francisco settings. 

But if you hanker for some-
t h i n g more subs tan t i a l , look 
elsewhere. 

Slick, superficial pre t t iness 
and game attempts by most of 
i ts actors can't lift this movie 
past some lame writing. Are we 
really supposed to laugh at lines 
like "When I dance, I look like a 
retarded string bean"? The story 
is about as credible as a day-
dream cooked up by the bubble 
gum set. 

Jennifer Lopez is Mary Fiore, 
the unmarried wedding planner 
of the title. She oversees wed-
dings as if they were D-Day with 
flowers. 

Got a nervous bride? Talk her 
down. Got a tipsy father-of-the-
bride? Get him on his wobbly 
feet any way you can. Got a best 

man who forgets the wedding 
toast? Feed him his lines via a 
tiny microphone, installed in his 
ear for just such emergencies. In 
the meantime, don't allow a sin-
gle slouch, or a ^solitary wrinkle 
to find i t s way into your own 
dress for the day, nor a s tray 
hair to wander from your olvso-
elegant coiffure. 

Let's face it: Mary is a control 
freak. Even the suppers she eats 
in the evenings (all alone) look 
neat and beautiful. And yes, her 
credit cards are alphabetized. 

One day, the messy hand of 
fa te steps in and Mary nearly 
gets herself killed. At the last 
minute, she's saved from a slop-
py taxi driver and a runaway 
garbage Dumpster by a hand-
some pediatrician named Steve 
Edison (Matthew McConaugh-
ey). This is not the last time the 
good doctor/Superman-type will 
save he r from disas te r . They 
spend a romantic evening in 
Golden Gate Park , danc ing 
under the stars, an event which 
causes Mary to lose control - of 
her smi?ing muscles the next 
day. 

Yes, it looks like our wedding 
planner might be smitten. « 

But suddenly, in one of this 
movie's few surprises, she dis-

covers that the pediatrician is^ 
real ly the groom-to-be of he r * 
most treasured client - the one I 
whose wedding she's planning so I 
that her career can take a giant \ 
leap forward. ® 

Already, we can see where this ? 
is going. Mary is about to learn I 
t h a t some highly i m p o r t a n t ; 
things in her pretty life are way \ 
beyond her control. » 

This film's co-stars not only i 
turn in engaging performances I 
as individuals, but better yet for ® 
a romance, they genera te n o j 
small amount of sparkling chem-» 
istry on the screen as a couple, « 
With some luck, maybe they'll be \ 
pa i red again, in a production^ 
more deserving of wha t they^ 
have to offer. » 

The animated supporting cast « 
includes Alex Rocco as Mary's I 
match-making fa ther from the J 
old country, and Jus t in Cham-* 
bers as Massimo, a handsome * 
Sicilian who would like to sweep 
Mary off her feet, but can only \ 
stumble over his own intentions. 
Bridgette Wilson Sampras as the J 
rich bride-to-be and Judy Greer > 
as Mary's giddy assistant add a;S 
bit of spice to the cinematic con-1 
fection, and Kathy Najimy has® 
some fun as the wedding plan- | 
ner's sassy boss. j 

COMING ATTRACTIONS 

Scheduled to open Friday, Feb. 2 

VALENTINE 
A thriller about four women who find 
themselves being stalked by a killer 
over Valentine's Day weekend and find 
reason to believe that the killer is 
someone from their childhood past. 
Stars David Boreanaz, Denise Richards 
and Marley Shelton. 

Scheduled to open Friday, Feb. 9 

HEAD OVER HEELS 
Amanda Pierce is an art restorer living 
the high life in New York City. She 
shares a luxurious East-side apartment 
with four supermodels. The only thing 
missing in her life is a man who will be 

true to her. When she finally meets the 
perfect guy, there's only one problem 
- he may be a lady killer. Literally. Stars 
Monica Potter, Freddie Prinze Jr., China 
Chow and Shalom Hariow. Directed by 
Mark Waters. 

INVISIBLE CIRCUS 
The story of a headstrong teen (Jordana 
Brewster) who sets out on ayourney of 
discovery as she attempts to unravel 
the mysterious death of her sister Faith 
{Cameron Diaz). Too-young to feel the 
'60s for herself, Phoebe discovers its 
influence as she retraces the steps of 
her sister and her sister's boyfriend ' 
(Christopher Eccleston) across a politi-
cally-charged continent. The film is 
directed by Adam Brooks. 

BEFORE NIGHT FALLS 
An emblematic portrait of the world 
below the equator. A strong, poetic and 
imaginative piece of work, the film 
offers a beautiful parable that begins in 
extreme poverty and ends in extreYne 
wealth. Stars Javier Bardem, Olivier 
Martinez, Andrea Di Stefano, Johnny 
Depp and Sean Penn. 

i : 

HANNIBAL * 
Film continues the story *• -m The > 
Silence of the iambs. Seven years have •« 
passed since Dr. Hannibal (Anthony. Hop:* 
kins) escaped from custody. He's now a 
at large In Europe. Also stars Gary Old- J 
man and Julianne Moore. B 
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Get the 'Low'-down on Minnesota's meekest trio 
It's jus t hours 

before she has to 
i head out on tour 

• . I and Mimi Park-
I er is ... doing 

v l a u n d r y , of 
course. As one-

|f third of Duluth, 
H M i n n e s o t a ' s 

STEPHANIE L o w , P a r k e r 
A. CASOLA doesn ' t lead a 

flashy, rock star 
ex i s tence . And 

that's OK. 
Along with her husband - gui-

tarist and singer Alan Sparhawk 
- and Low's bassist Zak Sally, 
the band has been a well-kept 
secret in the world of minimal 
melodic music . Low ven tu re s 
into the quieter side, slowing it 
down with hushed melodies and 
intense performances. 

"This is k ind of my d ream 
band ," sa id P a r k e r , who was 
raised on country, not pop radio. 
"This band is natural." 

It w a s n ' t always so. Parker 
claims she didn't want to join at 
first. "Alan and I had been talk-
ing about it for years, getting a 
b a n d t o g e t h e r . I t neve r hap-
pened. Finally things just kind of 
came together." 

They came t o g e t h e r in t he 
form of a self- t i t led EP and a 
full-length album, I Could Live 
In Hope, both released in 1994. 
But Sparhawk never predicted a 
career in music. Despite growing 
up on a m u s i c a l d ie t of Van 
Halen and '80s punk, the gui-
t a r i s t c la ims "it never real ly 
made any sense. Even with Low, 
I don ' t t h i n k we ever rea l ly 
intended it to be something until 
we r e a l i z e d 'Wow, someone 
wants to put out our record.' 

"When we s t a r t ed out, even 
before I convinced Mim to join 
the band, we were playing slow, 
quiet music," said Sparhawk. 
The experiment began with one 
question: How low can they get 

Listen like Low 
Here are a few artists Low's 
Alan Sparhawk is bound to 
pop into the CD player: 

Otis Redding 
Neil Young 
The Dirty Three 
Neutral Milk Hotel 
Pedro The Lion 
Moby 

away with and still make music? 
Seven years la te r , the band 

prepares for the Feb. 5 release of 
i t s e igh th fu l l - l eng th a lbum, 
Things We Lost In The Fire. Like 
1999's Secret Name, Things We 
Lost... was recorded with produc-
er Steve Albini (Nirvana). 

"I'd say this is the pure explo-
r a t i o n of who we a re , " sa id 
Sparhawk. "It's still kind of has 
one foot in the punk rock ethic. 
It's more in the approach." 

You might not hear anything 
remotely resembling Anarchy in 
the U.K. on Things We Lost..., but 
songs like Dinosaur Act boast 
plenty of fuzzy rock distortion. 

"We kind of see it as a progres-
sion of sorts," said Mimi. "The 
songs are a little more orches-
t ra ted. It's definitely our most 
pop record - if Low were to do a 
pop record." 

Low brought in some friends to 
work on the a lbum - f r i ends 
such as violinist Ida Pearl from 
Ida and samples by Mark de gli 
Antoni, formerly of Soul Cough-
ing. 

"It felt like the songs were big-
ger t h a n us," said Sparhawk. 
"We were trying to catch up with 
t h e s e songs - to le t t hem do 
what they wanted to do." 

Along with new album, Parker 
and S p a r h a w k welcomed the 
birth of their first child, a baby 
girl named Hollis. She's become 
qu i t e an i n s p i r a t i o n , P a r k e r 
said. 

(Left to right) Alan Sparhawk, Mimi Parker and Zak Sally are Low 

"One (song) in p a r t i c u l a r , 
Embrace, is about the childbirth 
process ," she sa id . "We got a 
remarkab le (response) playing 
t h a t live. In Metal is k ind of 
about her, too. 

"We're definitely in baby mode. 
All the time. I guess it's made us 
t h i n k a b o u t t o u r i n g and the 
band in a different way." 

No fea r for Low fans - a t 6 
m o n t h s , Hol l i s h a d a l r e a d y 

secured a passport and seen the 
Eiffel Tower. "She ends up kind 
of taking my mind off of other 
th ings ," said P a r k e r . "We all 
k ind of h e l p out . Zak loves 
babies, too." 

Sparhawk said the experience 
has made him "want to be a bet-
ter person." 

Baby and all, the band is head-
ed for Detroit . "It 's one of our 
favor i te p laces to play," sa id 

Sparhawk. "I think it's a great 
town. So bombed out, but it's got 
so much character. I compare it 
to Texas. There's no pretension. 
You just come out and enjoy the 
music." 

He did s h a r e some concerns 
about the venue, St. Andrews 
Hall. "It's kinda big." 

Come out for Low and fill the 
place, 9 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 10, 
St. Andrews Hall, 431 E. 

Congress, Detroit. Tickets are 
$10 for this all ages show. Call 
(313) 961-8961. 

Stephanie Angelyn Casola 
writes about popular music for 
the Observer & Eccentric News-
papers. She can be reached at 
(734) 953-2130 or e-mail at sca-
sola@ oe. homecomm. net To 
send a fax, dial (734) 591-7279. 

CD REVIEW 

• 
• 

C l a m p I t D o w n 

The Brothers Groove 
Lit t le For t i ss imo Music 

Anyone who f r e q u e n t e d 
Detroit 's Music Menu on Mon-
days in 2000 did so for one rea-
son - The Brothers Groove. This 
Detroi t-based tr io and former 
BEAM grant winner released its 
flawless debut Clamp It Down. 
just before the turn of the mil-
lennium. But chances are, fans 
of blues, jazz and rock will be 
grooving with them well into the 
new year. 

A fine work beginning with 

S UP! 
-ROGER EBERT. EBERT & ROEPE MOVIES 
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N O W PLAYING 

1 NO PASSES OR DISCOUNT 
1 COUPONS ACCEPTED 

the relent less sing-along Pres-
sure Cooker, the high energy My 
Girlfriend Too and the always 
infectious You Got That Thing, 
the CD explodes with the energy 
that couid only come from vocal-
ist Chris Codish - who explores 
the very depths of his own voice 
and truly wails on the keys. Add 
in equal, p a r t s of soulful bass 

guitar by Clarkston native J im 
Simonson and an unparalleled 
backbeat by drummer Michael 
Caskey, and The B r o t h e r s 
Groove dive in and out of rau-
cous rhythm and envious style. 

From Space Invader to t h e 
engaging She's a Dancer, Clamp 
It Down def ines The Brothers 
Groove as an innovat ive a n d 
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HILARIOUS AND ROMANTIC! 
Lopez and McConaughcy sizzle together on the big screen! 

Jennifer Matthew 
L O P E Z McCONAUGHEY 

"The Best Date 
Movie Of The Year!" 

C u r t i s Waller, M T V R A D I O 

T D e d d i n g p l a n n e r 

SHOWCASE CINEMAS 
AU8LWN KILLS 1 - 1 4 
2 4 8 / 3 7 3 - 2 6 6 0 
SHOWCASE. CINEMAS 
BEACON EAST 
3 1 3 / 8 8 2 - 7 5 0 0 
UPTOWN THEATRES 
B I R M I N G H A M 
2 4 8 / 6 4 4 - FILM 
GOODRICH 
CANTON 6 
7 3 4 / 9 8 1 - 1 9 0 0 

SHOWCASE CINEMAS 
DEARBORN 1 - 8 
3 1 3 / 5 6 1 - 3 4 4 9 

STAR 
FA I R O N E 
3 1 3 / 2 4 0 - 6 3 8 9 

AMC 
F O R U M 3 0 
8 1 0 / 2 5 4 - 5 6 6 3 
STAR THEATRES 
GRATIOT 
8 1 0 / 7 9 1 - 3 4 2 0 

S o r r y , N o P a s s e s , C o u p o n s . V.I .P. 

STAR THEATRES 
GREAT L A K E S C R O S S I N G 
2 4 8 / 4 5 4 - 7 5 5 1 
STAR THEATRES 
i O H N - R 
2 4 8 / 5 8 5 - 2 0 7 0 
AMC 

LAUREL P A 8 K 1 D 
7 3 4 / 4 6 2 - 6 2 0 0 
STAR THEATRES 
L INCOLN PARK 8 
3 1 3 / 3 8 2 - 9 2 4 0 

o r G r o u p A c t i v i t y T i c k e t s 

AMC 
LIVOHIA 2 0 
7 3 4 / 5 4 2 - 9 9 0 9 

GOODRICH 
NOVI TOWN CENTERS 
2 4 8 / 3 4 4 - 0 0 7 7 
SHOWCASE CINEMAS 
P0NTIAC 1 - 5 
2 4 8 / 3 3 2 - 0 2 4 1 
STAR THEATRES 
ROCHESTER HILLS 
2 4 8 / 8 5 3 - 2 2 6 0 
A c c e p t e d • C h B C k 

STAR THEATRES 
S 0 U T H F I E L D 
2 4 8 / 3 7 2 - 2 2 2 2 
AMC 
S 0 U T H F I E L D CITY 12 
2 4 8 / 5 5 9 - 2 7 3 0 
MJR 
S0UTHGATE 2 0 
7 3 4 / 2 8 4 - 3 4 5 6 
SHOWCASE CINEMAS 
STERLING 1 - 1 5 
8 1 0 / 9 7 9 - 3 1 6 0 

T h e a t e r D i r e c t o r i e s F o r 

STAR THEATRES 
TAYLOR 
3 1 3 / 2 8 7 - 2 2 0 0 
UNITED ATTISTS 
WEST RIVER 
2 4 8 / 7 8 8 - 6 5 7 2 
SHOWCASE CINEMAS 
W E S T L A N D 1 - 8 
7 3 4 / 7 2 9 - 1 0 6 0 
AMC 

WONDERLAND S 
3 1 3 / 2 6 1 - 8 1 0 0 

S h o w t i m e s 

inspir ing addi t ion to t he local Menu in Detroit. See www.the-
music scene. Check t hem out brothersgroove.com. 
every T h u r s d a y at t h e Music —BY S. A. CASOLA 

" T H U M B S U P ! 
AN ENTERTAINING MOVIE WITH THOUGHT 

AND INTELLIGENCE BEHIND IT." 
Roger Ebert, EBERT & HOEPER AND THE MOVIES 

SAVE THE 
LAST DANCE 

B E T y For rating reasons, go to 
www.fi!mratlngs.com. V s y , 

TM & COPYRIGHT ® 2000 BY PARAMOUNT PICTURES. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 
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ENTER THE WEDDING PLANNER SWEEPSTAKES AT \v\v\v̂ onv.cr,m/thcvvc<klm;;plamict 
FOR A CHANCE TO WIN A ITU I' l-'OK TWO TO ANY .SANDALS RESORT. 

JEFF DANIELS -• 

Escanaba 
A COMEDY ABOUT 
FAMILY, LOVE 
AND THE GREAT 
OUTDOORS. 

% 

AMC LIVONIA 20 

m j r WATERrORD c i n e m a 

HO PASSES OR DISCOUNT COUPONS ACCEPTED 
m CHECK NEWSWEI DKECtttlES fOK S H O W S . NOVI TOWN CTR. 8 
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http://www.savethelastdance.com
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I 
A Guide to entertainment in the Metro Detroit area 

THEATE ]R. 

CENTURY THEATRE: Late Nite 
Catechism through Feb. 11, at the 
theater, Detroit. $24.50-$34.50. 
(313) 963-9800 
DETROIT REPERTORY THEATRE: 
Moms Mabley: The Naked Truth 
continues to March 18, at the the-
ater, Detroit. $15. (313) 868-1347 
FISHER THEATRE: Stomp continues 
to Feb. 4, 8 p.m. Tuesday-Thursday, 
7:30 p.m. Sunday, and 2 p.m. 
Saturday-Sunday, at the theater, 
Detroit. $30-$45. (248) 645-6666 
FOX THEATRE: Smokey Joe's Cafe, 
starring Gladys Knight, March 27-
April 1, at the theatre. Showtimes 
vary. $23.75-$38.75. (313) 983-
6611 
MEADOW BROOK THEATRE: Lion in 
l/V/'nfercontinues to Sunday, Feb. 4 
at the theater on the campus of 
Oakland University, Rochester. 
Performance times vary, tickets 
$21-$37.50 call for information. 
(248) 377-3300/(248) 645-6666 
PERFORMANCE NETWORK: The 
comedy Maggie Rose opens Feb. 2 
and continues to March 4, at the 
theater, Ann Arbor. (734) 663-
0681 
PLOWSHARES THEATRE: Mule 
Bone by Zora Neale Hurston and 
Langston Hughes continues 
through Sunday, Feb. 10, at the 
Anderson Center Theater inside 
Henry Ford Museum, Dearborn. 
Tickets $20-$18, all preview seats 
$10. (313) 872-0279 
POWER CENTER: Dairakudakan 
performs the theatrical production 
Kai In No Um (Sea Dappled Horse), 
a visionary spectacle beginning 
with the creation of the world and 
ending with hell and the spirit fig-
ures central to Japanese ghost sto-
ries, 8 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 14, at 
the Power Center, Ann Arbor. $16-
$36. (734) 764-2538 
SECOND CITY THEATRE: The 
Vagina Monologues continues 
through Feb. 11, at the theater in 
Detroit. Tickets $85 for opening 
night charity gala, includes after 
glow. Tickets $45 for the run of the 
show, with $15 tickets available 
for first 25 students to present ID. 
(248) 645-6666 
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GROSSE POINTE THEATRE: 
Communicating Doors Friday-
Saturday, Feb. 2-3, and 2 p.m. 
Sunday, Feb. 4, in Fries Auditorium 
at the Grosse Pointe War 
Memorial. (313) 881-4004 
STAGECRAFTERS: A Little Night 
Music (music and lyrics by Stephen 
Sondheim, book by Hugh Wheeler) 
8 p.m. Thursday-Friday; 2 p.m. 
Sunday, through Sunday, Feb. 2, at 
the Baldwin Theatre, downtown 
Royal Oak. $14-$16, (248) 541-
6430. Intended for mature audi-
ences. 
ROSEDALE COMMUNITY PLAYERS: 
The Shadow Box 8 p.m. Friday-
Saturday, Feb. 2-3, 9-10 and 16-17, 
and 2 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 11, at the 
Upstage Theater, Detroit. $10 
(senior and group rates available) 
25 percent of tickets sales for Feb. 
9 performance wilt be donated to 
Hospice of Southeast Michigan. 
(313) 537-7716/(313) 532-4010 
ZEITGEIST; The Last Church of the 
Twentieth Century Friday-Saturday, 
Feb. 2-3, 9-10 and 16-17, and 4 
p.m. Sunday, Feb. 1 1 at the perfor-
mance venue, Detroit. $10. (313) 
965-9192 

C O L L E G E 
T H E AT E R 

BONSTELIE THEATRE: Dancing at 
Lughnasa Friday-Sunday, Feb. 2-4, 
at the theater on the Wayne State 
University campus, Detroit. (313) 
577-2960 
HILBERRY THEATRE: Antigone by 
Jean Anouilh runs in rotating reper-
tory through March 29; Luigi 
Pirandello's Six Characters in 
Search of an Author runs in rotat-
ing repertory until Feb. 22, perfor-
mances 8 p.m. Thursday-Saturday, 
2 p.m. Wednesday and Saturday, at 
the theater on the Wayne State 
University campus, Detroit. (313) 
577-2972 
STUDIO THEATRE: Wayne State 
University's Black Theatre Program 
presents Long Time Since 
Yesterday, a story of five success-
ful African-American women who 
come together after the funeral of 
their friend 8 p.m. Thursday-
Saturday, Feb. 8-10 and 15-17, at 
the theater downstairs at the 
Hilberry Theater on campus, 
Detroit. $6-$8. (313) 577-2972 
THEATRE COMPANY: Brutality of 
Fact 8 p.m. Thursday, Saturday, 
Feb. 8-10, 15-17 and 22-24, and 2 
p.m. Sunday, Feb. 11, 18 and 25, 
McAuiey Auditorium. $10-$12 
(313) 993-1130 

Dance: Alvin Ailey American Dance Theatre with the Rudy Hawkins 
Singers gives four full-length performances and one huur-hmti family show 
n > . • - ' J . . . Alt * I . . J . * . . T « t v n ' i i n « n » t / 7 

choreographers at the Detroit Opera House, lo2b Broadway in hi'r roil 
through Sunday, Feb. 4,. Full-length performances 8 p.m. Thursday Satur-
day, Feb. 1-3 and 3 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 4. Family performance 2 p.m. Satur-

Society box office at (734) 764-2538, the Detroit Opera House at (313) 237-
7464 or Ticketmaster at (248) 645-6666. 

U-M THEATRE: The Heiress 8 p.m. 
Thursday-Saturday, Feb. 8-10 and 2 
p.m. Sunday, Feb. 11, at the Lydia 
Mendelssohn Theatre, Ann Arbor. 
$20 and $15 reserved seating, $7 
students. (734) 764-0450 

YOUTH 
PRODUCTIONS 

PLYMOUTH-CANTON EDUCATIONAL 
PARK: Faces in the Crowd 7:30 
p.m. Thursday-Saturday, Feb. 1-3, 
at tne Little Theatre in Plymouth 
Canton High School, Canton. $5. 
(734) 416-7514 
PUPPETART: The Crane Maiden, 
based on a Japanese folk tale 2 
p.m. Saturday, Feb. 3, 10, 17 and 
24, at the Detroit Puppet Theater, 
Detroit. $7, $5 children. (313) 
961-7777 
RISING STARS: Present Spoon 
River Anthology, 7:30 p.m. 
Tuesday-Wednesday, Feb. 6-7, 
Andover High School, Bloomfield 
Hills. (248) 433-0885 
T1NDERB0X PRODUCTIONS: Wizard 
of Oz 2 p.m. Saturday-Sunday, Feb. 
3-4 and 10-11, and 7 p.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 3 and 10, in the 
Scottish Rite Cathedral Theatre in 
Masonic Temple, Detroit. $10 
reserved, $5 general admission. 
(313) 535-8962 
WILD SWAN THEATRE: Along the 
Tracks based on incidents related 
to the Underground Railroad in 
Detroit, Ann Arbor and Windsor 
(recommended for students in 
grades 3-12) 10 a.m. and 12:30 
p.m. Monday-Friday, Feb. 12-16, 
7:30 p.m. Friday, Feb/ 16, and 2 
p.m, Saturday-Sunday, Feb. 17-18, 
at the Towsley Theater, Morris 
Lawrence Building Washtenaw 
Community College, Ann Arbor; and 
10 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. Thuesday-
Friday, Feb. 20-23, in the 
Community Arts Auditorium at 
Wayne State University, Detroit. 
$8, $6 children. (734) 763-
8587/ (734) 995-0530 group sales 
YOUTHEATRE: Celebrates Black 
History month with Harold 
McKinney and his Jazz for a New 
Generation, a lively introduction to 
jazz for families with children age 5 
and up 2 p.m. Saturday-Sunday, 
Feb. 3-4 and 1 1 a.m. Saturday, 
Feb. 3, at the Millennium Centre, 
Southfield. $8 advance, $10 at 
door. (248) 557-7529 or on-line at 
www.youtheatre.org 

SPECIAL 
EVENTS 

BLACK HISTORY EVENT: 2:30-7 
p.m. Sunday, Feb. 4, African 
American Marketplace, hands-on 
art for kids, exhibits, food, at the 
main branch of the Detroit Public 
Library. Free. 

COIN SHOW/EXHIBIT: Hosted by 
the Birmingham-Bloomfield Coin 
Club, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sunday, 
Feb. 4, at the Birmingham Masonic 
Temple, Bloomfield Hills. Free. 
(248) 644-8818 
DAVID COPPERFIELD: Performs 
March 23-25, Fox Theatre, Detroit. 
$27.50-$45. (313) 983-6611 
CHAMPIONS ON ICE: Featuring 
Michelle Kwan, Brian Boitano, 
Viktor Petrenko, Nicole Bobek, 
Rudy Galindo and more, 7:30 p.m. 
Friday, April 20, Joe Louis Arena, 
Detroit. $25-$55. (313) 983-6606 
DETROIT BOAT SHOW: Kicks off 
with Charity Launch Feb. 9, runs 
Feb. 10-18, noon to 9 p.m. daily 
except Sunday until 6 p.m., at 
Cobo Center, Detroit. (734) 261-
0123 
GREAT CHEFS DINNER: 6:45 p.m. 
Friday, Feb. 2, in the American 
Harvest Restaurant at Schoolcraft 
College, Livonia. $225. (734) 462-
4423 

HARPBEAT: Performs music for 
kids 2 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 11, at the 
Livonia Mall. (248) 476-1160 
HOME IMPROVEMENT SHOW: 2-10 
p.m. Thursday-Friday, Feb. 1-2, 10 
a.m. to 10 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 3, 
until 7 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 4, at Novi 
Expo Center. $7, $5 seniors, $4 
ages 6-12. (248) 862-1019 

ORIGINAL TOUGHMAN CONTEST: 8 
p.m. Friday-Saturday, Feb. 2-3, 
Cobo Arena, Detroit. $12-20. (248) 
645-6666 
POLISH WEDDING GALA: Marysia 
and Janek are getting married and 
you're invited. The Highlanders' 
Wedding Feast: A Polish Evening of 
Goralski Tradition, Song and Dance 
takes place Saturday, April 28, pre-
sented by the Polish Alliance 
Dancers of Dearborn and the 
General Pulaski Polish Language 
School, the evening begins with 
cocktails and hors d'ouevres fol-
lowed by the wedding, a full course 
authentic Polish feast will be 
served after entertainment by 
MuzaMix, at the American Polish 
Cultural Center, Troy. $35, $20 for 
children age 12 and under. 
Reservations must be made by 
Friday, April 13. Call (313) 581-
3181 (days), (734) 789-8801 
(evenirtgs), or send e-mail to 
BusiasAttic@aoi.com. More infor-
mation is available at http:/ /pol-
ishalliancedancers@hypermart.net 

REDFORD THEATRE: Bringing Up 
Baby starring Katherine Hepburn 
and Cary Grant 8 p.m. Friday-
Saturday, Feb. 9-10, and 2 p.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 10, organ overtures 
begin 30-minutes eariier, at the 
theater. $3. (313) 531-4407 

STARS ON ICE: Scott Hamilton, 
Tara Lipinski, Kristi Yamaguchi and 
Ilia Kulik skate 8 p.m; Saturday, 
Feb. 10, at The Palace, Auburn 
Hills. $35-$60. (248) 645-6666 
VALENTINE'S DANCE: The 20th 
annual 50's Valentine's Dance, pre-
sents Reflections, with Deuce 
Coupe Band, 7:30 rp.m. to 1 a.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 10.at Stiletto's, at 
the PRCU Civic Center, 1430 Oak 
Street, Wyandotte. Tickets $22. 
2 1 and older welcome. Includes 
food, bar, door prizes. Call Chooch 
at (734) 229-0678 or Chuck at 
(734) 425-2363 for details. 
WE LOVE BARBIE SHOW: Features 
Barbe and friends fashion dolls 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m./Sunday, Feb. 11, at 
the Plymouth Cultural Center. $5, 
ages under 10 free. (734) 455-
2110 
WINTER SPARKLE: Mentor recruit-
ment for the Hosts program 7-8 
p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 7, at the 
Community Educational Resource 
Center, Lake Orion. (248) 693-
5436, ext. 6520 
WINTER PSYCHIC FAIR: 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 3, 
astrologers, card readers and palm-
istry, at the Troy Holiday Inn. (248) 
528-2610/(810) 264-0100 
X-TRAVA CON: Comic book, toy and 
non-sport card show 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Sunday, Feb. 4, at the Knights 
of Columbus Hall, Livonia. $2. 
(248) 426-8059 

BENEFITS 

ONE ACTS FESTIVAL: Featuring 
selections from The Man Who 
Came to Dinner, Schoolhouse 
Rock, Don't Drink the Water, and 
Rent 7 p.m. Thursday-Friday, Feb. 
1-2, at Andover High School, 
Bloomfield Hills. $5-$15. Proceeds 
go to the scholarship funds in 
memory of Julie Anna Wirthlin and 
Kristin Oswald. (248) 645-4679 
CRANBROOK GARDENS: Shake off 
the Winter Blues Green House 
Sale, orchids, ferns, succulents, 
blooming bulbs and more, noon to 
4 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 14, at 
Cranbrook Gardens Greenhouse, 
380 Lone Pine Road, Bloomfield 
Hills. Proceeds from sale will be 
used to maintain and improve the 
40 acres of gardens surrounding 
Cranbrook House. (248) 645-3147 
ROMANTIC MUSIC: Featuring 
pianist Elizabeth Lesesne Dixon 
and mezzo-soprano Rose Mullins 
7:30 p.m. Friday, Feb. 9, at St. 
Andrew's Church, Ann Arbor. $10, 
$8 students, $5 age 13 and under, 
$25 family (advance); $12, $9 stu-
dents, $6 age 13 and under, $30 
family (at the door). (734) 930-
2823. Proceeds go the King School 
Space Camp Program. 

HEART & MUSIC...TOO!: A cele-
bration of Broadway's best in 
song to benefit the St. Dunstan 
Theatre Guild Buiiding Renovation 
Fund, 8 p.m. Friday-Saturday, Feb. 
16-17, 2 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 18, 
and 8 p.m. Thursday-Saturday, 
Feb. 22-24, 400 Lone Pine Road 
(between Cranbrook and Lahser 
Roads) Bloomfield Hills. Tickets 
$15, for a suggested donation of 

$30 or more, guests receive prefer-
ential seating and a reception of 
hot and cold hors d'oeuvres, 6:30 
p.m. before 8 p.m. performances, 
or 12:30 p.m. before 2 p.m. 
Sunday performance. (248) 584-
0696/ (248) 356-7562, 
www.Stdunstanstheatre.com 

VALENTINE'S 
P A Y 

ARETHA FRANKLIN: Performs with 
a 14-piece orchestra 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 14, at Music Hall, 
Detroit. $25-$100. (248) 645-
6666. For information, call (313) 
963-2366 
SONGS FOR MAD LOVERS: Cabaret 
concert featuring singers Julia 
Broxholm and Deanna Relyea with 
pianist Jerry DePuit 8 p.m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 14, at the 
Kerrytown Concert House, Ann 
Arbor. $15-$30, proceeds to bene-
fit Kerrytown Concert House. 
(734) 769-2999 

CLASSICAL 

GOSPEL 

BIRMINGHAM BLOOMFIELD 
SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA: The 
Ballet Goes Pops with excerpts 
from Tchaikovsky's Swan Lake, 
also music by Copland, Saint 
Saens and Bernstein 7 p.m. 
Sunday, Feb. 4, at Temple Beth El. 
$20, free for students with photo 
1.D. (248) 645-2276 
BRENTANO STRING QUARTET: 4 
p.m. Sunday, Feb. 4, at Rackham 
Auditorium, Ann Arbor. $14-$30. 
(734) 764-2538 
CHAMBER MUSIC SOCIETY OF 
DETROIT: Brentano String Quartet 
8 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 3, in the 
Seligman Performing Arts Center 
at Detroit Country Day School, 
Beverly Hills. $18-$67, $15 stu-
dents. (248) 645-6666 
DETROIT SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA: 
Berlioz's Symphony fantastique 
10:45 a.m. and 8 p.m. Friday, Feb. 
2, and 8:30 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 3, 
at Orchestra Hall, Detroit. $15-
$52. (313) 576-5111 
DRESDEN STAATSKAPELLE: 
Conductor Giuseppe Sinopoli con-
ducts an all-Strauss program featur-
ing three popular orchestral works 
8 p.m. Friday, Feb. 2, at Hill 
Auditorium, Ann Arbor. $20-$55. 
(734) 764-2538 
LIVONIA SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA: 
Presents a Valentine Bouquet 
chamber concert with soloists 
Barbara Pierce (vocals) and Jim 
Poe (bassoon) 3 p.m. Sunday, 
Feb. 11, at the Livonia Civic 
Center Library. $14. (734) 425-
4855 

PLYMOUTH SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA: Presents a chamber 
concert 8 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 3 at 
the Kerrytown Concert House, 415 
N. Fourth Ave., Ann Arbor. $14, 
$12 seniors/college students, no 
charge for children in grades K-12. 
(734) 451-2112 
BIRMINGHAM MUSICALE: 
Celebrating American Music, 1 
p.m. Thursday, Feb. 8, features 
works of Michigan composers and 
performers of the Birmingham 
Musicale, at the Community House, 
380 Bates St., (248) 641-1705. 

THREE GENERATIONS OF 
COMPOSERS: With Lettie Alston 
and Friends 8 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 
3, in Vamer Recital Hall at Oakland 
University; and 3 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 
4, at the Museum of African 
American History, Detroit. $12, 
$10 seniors, $6 students. (248) 
370-3013 

DUBRAVKA TOMSIC: Artur 
Rubinstein's prize pupil performs 4 
p.m. Sunday, Feb. 11, at Hill 
Auditorium, Ann Arbor. $14-$40. 
(734) 764-2538 

CHORAL 

CHORISTERS GUILD FESTIVAL 
Features singing by more than 320 
metro Detroit children, ages 7-10, 
representing 19 different churches 
and many faith expressions 1:30 
p.m. Saturday, Feb. 3, the new Our 
Lady of Good Counsel, North 
Territorial and Beck roads, 
Plymouth. Free-will offering. (734) 
453-0326 

MIGHTY CLOUDS OF JOY: Share 
the stage with the Campbell ; 
Brothers with Kate Jackson 8 p.m.; 
Thursday, Feb. 1, at Orchestra Hall; 
Detroit. $15-$50. (313) 576-5111; 

AUDITIONS/ 
OPPORTUNITIES 

ALL-MALE CHORUS: Looking for ; 
singers with the ability to carry a • 
tune for Wayne Chapter of SPEB-
SQSA, rehearsals 7:30 p.m. 
Tuesdays, ability to read music not 
required, at Newburg United 
Methodist Church, Livonia. (7340 ; 
722-2186 

BEL CANTON CHORAL GROUP: 
Auditions for women who read 
music and love to sing Monday, 
Feb. 5, at Southfield High School.1 

(313) 640-0123 
MEADOW BROOK THEATRE: 
Auditions for Little Shop of Horrors 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Thursday-Friday, 
Feb. 15-16, and 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.. 
Saturday, Feb. 17, if necessary call 
backs will be Saturday afternoon, ; 
members of Actors' Equity may ; 
make appointments for Friday, 

union and non-union actors/singers 
make appointments for Thursday or 
Sunday, in the rehearsal room 125 t 

at the theater, Rochester. For per-, 
formances April 25 to May 20. Call 
(248) 370-3310 to schedule an 
appointment. 

MICHIGAN SHAKESPEARE 
FESTIVAL: Auditions 7-10 p.m. 
Friday, Feb. 9 and 2-8 p.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 10, call back audi-
tions 1-6 p.m. Saturday-Sunday, 
Feb. 17-18, variety of roles avail-
able for adults of all ages, at the 
Jackson Symphony Hall, 215 W. 
Michigan Ave., Jackson. 

Rehearsals begin June 12. Call 
(517) 788-5032 to schedule an 
audition time. , 5 

VERDI OPERA THEATRE OF 
MICHIGAN: is looking for entries • 
for its 7th annual Italian Songs and 
Arias Vocal Competition for 
Michigan High School Students. " 
Held in cooperation with the Italian 
American Cultural Society, the 
competition encourages and helps 
develop young amateur vocal talent 
and promotes appreciation for 
Italian music and language. ; 

Deadline for submitting tapes is 1 

Saturday, Feb. 17. Ten finalists will 
be chosen from cassette audiotape 
auditions submitted through their 
respective high schools. Each final-
ist will receive a cash prize ranging 
from $50 to $1,000 in addition to; 
the opportunity to perform before <a 
live audience at the final concert 4 
p.m. Sunday, May 6 at the Italian > 
American Cultural Center in 
Warren. (734) 455-8895 

POP S/SWING 

BIRD OF PARADISE ORCHESTRA: 9 
p.m. Monday, at the Bird of 
Paradise, Ann Arbor. $7 cover. 
(734) 662-8310 (big band, swing, 
bop) 
JIM PARAVANTES & COMPANY: , 
8 :30 p.m. to 1 a.m. Friday-Saturday 
through February, at Excalibur, 
Southfield. (248) 358-3355 

C OMMUTSTITY 
BAND/CHOIR 

VALENTINE DINNER DANCE; 
Sponsored by the Farmington 
Community Band, Friday, Feb. 9 at 
Glen Oaks Country Club in 
Farmington Hills. Event features 
the Farmington Community Band . 
Dance Band playing music for your 
dancing and listening pleasure. 
Cash bar cocktail hour 6:30 p.m., 
buffet dinner 7:30 p.m. Dancing 
until midnight. Tickets $42 per per-
son for dinner and dancing. Tables 
of eight may also be reserved. 
(734) 261-2202/(248) 489-3412 
or visit www.fcbmusic.org 

JAZZ 

BUGS BEDDOW BAND: 8:30 p.m. 
to 12:30 a.m. Friday, Feb. 16, at 
the Kansas City Grill, Madison 
Heights. (248) 589-9900; 10 
p.m.to 2 a.m. Saturday, Feb. 17, at 
the Cavern Club, Ann Arbor. (734) 
332-9900 
RON BROOKS TRIO: 9 p.m. Tuesday 
and Thursday, at the Bird of 
Paradise, Ann Arbor. $5 cover. 
(734) 662-8310 
RAMONA COLLINS: Friday-Saturday, 
Feb. 2-3, at the Bird of Paradise, 
Ann Arbor. $10. (734) 662-8310 
DOUG DEMING & THE BLUE SUIT 
BAND: 9 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 3, at 
Edison's, Birmingham. (248) 645-
2150 
PAUL FINKBEINER'S JAM SESSION: 
9 p.m. Sunday, at the Bird of 
Paradise, Ann Arbor. $2 cover. 
(734) 662-8310 

http://www.youtheatre.org
mailto:BusiasAttic@aoi.com
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DALE GRISA TRIO: 5-7 p.m. 
Tuesday, at Sweet Lorraine's in the 
Livonia Marriott Hotel. (734) 953-
7480 ' 
PHIL GRAM ALL STARS: The evolu-
tion o f jazz introduces listeners to* 
the history of jazz 2 p.m. Sunday, 
j teb. 11, at Borders Books, 
Farmington Hills. (248) 737-0110 
HARMONICA SHAH BLUES BAND: 
8:30 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 1, at 
Edison's, Birmingham. (248) 645-
2150 
JEFF HASS TRIO: 7 p.m. Sunday, 
Feb. 11, at the Southfield Centre 
for the Arts. $10, $8 seniors/stu-
dents. (248) 424-9041 
ROBERT JONES: In recognition of 
Black History Month, the 
University of Michigan Museum 
of Art is presenting a perfor-
mance by Detroit blues artist 
Robert Jones 7:30 p.m. 

Thursday, Feb. 1, a t the museum 
525 South State Street, Ann 
'Arbor. Free. (734) 763-UMMA; 
Celebrates the blues and Black 
History Month 3 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 
18, at Borders Books, Farmington 
•Hills. (248) 737-0110 
10S GATOS: CD Recording session 
Friday-Saturday, Jan. 26-27 ($7);9 8 

p.m. Wednesday, at the Bird of 
Paradise, Ann Arbor. $5 cover. 
(734) 662-8310 

MATT MICHAELS TRIO: With 
Tom Saunders, cornet, 8-11:30 
p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 7, at Ron's 
Fireside Inn, 28937 Warren Road 
(east of Middlebelt), Garden City. 
(734) 762-7756 
MR. B'S BIRTHDAY BOUNCE: The 
blues and boogie woogie pianist 
performs 7 p.m. and 9 p.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 10, at Kerrytown 
Concert House, Ann Arbor. $10-
$25. (734) 769-2999 

ROBERT PENN: 9 p.m. Friday, Feb. 
2, at Edison's, Birmingham. (248) 
645-2150 
HANDY SABIEN/MIKE DOWLING: 
Jazz fiddle and guitar, 8 p.m. 
Tuesday, Feb. 6, at The Ark, Ann 
fArbor. $13.50. (734) 763-TKTS 

W O R L B 
M U S I C 

S U C K KEY GUITAR FESTIVAL: 7:30 
p.m. Sunday, Feb. 4, at The Ark, 
;Ann Arbor. $17.50. (734) 763-
3"KTS (Hawaiian music) 

F O L K / 
•\ A C O U S T I C 

MUSTARD S RETREAT: 8 p.m. 
^Saturday, Feb. 3, at The Ark, Ann 
Arbor. $13.50. (734) 763-TKTS 
STEPHEN FEARING: 8 p.m. 
Thursday, Feb. 1, at The Ark, Ann 
Arbor. $11. (734) 763-TKTS 
ROSIE LEDET: The Zydeco 

"Sweetheart performs 8 p.m. 
^Wednesday, Feb. 7, at The Ark, 
Ann Arbor. $11. (734) 763-TKTS 
RFD BOYS: 8 p.m. Friday, Feb. 2, 
at The Ark, Ann Arbor. $10. (734) 
763-TKTS 

SON SEALS: 8 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 
v?8, at The Ark, Ann Arbor. $15. 

(734) 763-TKTS 

D A N C E 

ALVIN AILEY AMERICAN DANCE 
-tflEATER: With the Rudy Hawkins 

Singers 8 p.m. Thursday-Sunday, 
Feb. 1-4, and 2 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 
3 (family performance), at the 
Detroit Opera House. $14-$30. 
(734) 764-25.38 

CONTRA DANCE: 8 p.m. Saturday, 
'Feb. 3 (also free open jam 3-4 
p.m., also open band practice 4-6 
p.m.), at the Pittsfield Grange, Ann 
Arbor. $8. (734) 769-1052/(734) 
'332-9024 

ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCING: 7 
p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 6, at the Chapel 
Hill Clubhouse, Ann Arbor. $5. 
(734) 662-5158 

.^HUBBARD STREET DANCE 
"CHICAGO: 8 p.m. Friday-Saturday, 

Feb. 9-10, at the Power Center, 
Ann Arbor. $18-$38. (734) 764-
2538 

-.IMMEDIATE/ADVANCED JAZZ 
;MASTER CLASS: Offered by the 
Marygrove College dance depart-

m e n t , 10:30 a.m. to noon Saturday, 
Feb. 3. Linda-Denise Evans, of the 
Alvin Ailey American Dance Theatre 
instructs, room 228, Liberal Arts 

.vjBuilding. Open to immediate level 
dance students, ages 10 and older.. 

.$15, (313) 927-1306 
MOON-DUSTERS: Ballroom danc-
-ingto live bands 8:30-11:30 p.m. 
Saturday, at the Livonia Civic 
Center, Livonia. $5. (248) 967-

^ 1 4 2 8 

PETER SPARLING DANCE 
COMPANY: Perform 8 p.m. 
Friday, Feb. 9, the evening 

-^begins with a 7 p.m. talk, at 

Summit on the Park, 46000 
Summit Parkway, south of 
Cherry Hill, west of Canton 
Center Road. $5. (734) 394-5193 
U-M BALLROOM DANCE CLUB: 
Ballroom dahce lesson and open 
dancing 4-10 p.m. Sunday, at the 
Union Ballroom, Ann Arbor. $2. 
(734) 763-6984 
WATERFORD-OAKS BALLROOM 
DANCING: 8-11 p.m. Friday, Feb. 2, 
at 2800 Watkins Lake Road, 
Waterford. (248) 673-4764 
WOLVERINE SILVERSPUR 
DANCERS: 7:30-11:30 p.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 10, at the Italian 
American Cultural Center, Warren. 
$7. (810) 774-9148 or e-mail 
dlj@homecomm.net 

POETRY/ 
SPOKEN WORD 

OPEN MIC POETRY: 9 p.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 10, at Belle's 
Beanery, Belleville. (734) 697-
3200 

COMEDY 

JD'S KEY CLUB: Jef Brannan, Brett 
Alan, 7 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 6; Barry 
Neal, Kevin Kramis, 7 p.m. 
Tuesday, Feb. 13; Jim McHugh, Dan 
Greuter, 7 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 20, 
at the club, Pontiac. $6 admission. 
(248) 338-7337 
JOEY'S COMEDY CLUB: Kevin 
Naughton Thursday-Saturday, Feb. 
1-3, at the club above Kicker's All 
American Grill, Livonia. (734) 261-
0555 

ROBERT POST: The comedian and 
mime performs 3 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 
4, at Athens High School, 4333 
John R, Troy. $15. (248) 335-
5307/(248) 435-5307 
MARK RIDLEY'S COMEDY CASTLE: 
Rocky LaPorte Thursday-Saturday, 
Feb. 1-3, at the club, Royal Oak. 
(248) 542-9900 
SECOND CITY: Here Comes My 
19th Nervous Breakdown, 8 p.m. 
Wednesday-Sunday; 1001 Improv 
Jammers 8 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 20 
and 27, and March 6, at the club 
in Detroit. $15 and $20. (313) 
965-2222/(248) 645-6666 or 
www.secondcity.com 
7TH HOUSE: Bingo! An audience 
participation comedy romp, pre-
sented 8 p.m. Thursday-Saturday 
and 4 p.m. Sunday, at the theatre, 
Pontiac. $20. (248) 335-8100 or 
www.bingotheshow.com 

M U S E U M S 
A N D 

T O U R S 

ANN ARBOR HANDS-ON MUSEUM: 
The museum offers more than 250 
interactive exhibits intended to 
make science fun, at the museum, 
Ann Arbor. Hours are 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Tuesday-Saturday and noon to 
5 p.m. Sunday. $6, $4 
children/seniors/students. (734) 
995-5439 

CENTER FOR CARIBBEAN 
ARTS/CULTURE: Lecture series 
4:30 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 4 opens a 
month long tribute to C.L.R. James 
and his fight for social revolution, 
other lectures 6 p.m. Thursday, 
Feb. 8, 4:30 p.m. Saturday-Sunday, 
Feb. 10-11, and fil, 6 p.m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 15, at the center, 
Detroit. (313) 871-4594; film 
series 6 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 7 
and 28, at the Museum of African 
American History. 

DETROIT HISTORICAL MUSEUM: 
African American Family Day 11 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 3, 
includes one-woman play The Spirit 
of Harriet Taubman at 12:15 p.m., 
at the museum. Free. (313) 833-
1262 

DETROIT INSTITUTE OF ARTS: First 
Friday featuring music from Japan, 
a tour of the Italian galleries and a 
demonstration by a Peruvian artist 
6-9 p.m. Friday, Feb. 2, at the 
museum. Free with sugessted 
admission of $4, $ 1 children. (313) 
833-7900 or visit the Web site at 
www.dia.org 

PLYMOUTH HISTORICAL MUSEUM: 
The First Ladies of Fashion exhibit 
featuring 14 reproduction Inaugural 
Ball Gowns continues to Feb. 1, at 
the museum, Plymouth. $3, $1 stu-
dents, $7 family. (734) 455-8940 

L I V E 
M U S I C 

A PERFECT CIRCLE: With Snake 
River Conspiracy, Thursday, March 
29, on the campus of Eastern 
Michigan University, Ypsilanti. 
Details to come, (rock) 

ERYKAH BADU: With Soulchild, 
Talib Kweli, 8 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 
22, Fox Theatre, Detroit. $40-$75. 
(248) 433-1515. 
BLUE HAWAIIANS: 7 p.m. Friday-

Saturday, Feb. 16-17, Fox and 
Hounds, Bloomfield Hills. Free. All 
ages. (248) 644-4800 
BODEGA: With The Jinx, 10 p.m. 
Friday, Feb. 2, 313.jac, upstairs 
from Jacoby's, Detroit, $5. (313) 
962-7067 

AL CARMICHAEL: 7 p.m. Monday, 
Feb. 5, 12, Fox and Hounds, 
Bloomfield Hills. Free. Ail ages. 
(248) 644-4800 
CHERIE: Valentine's Weekend 
Party, including dinner, perfor-
mance, and a DJ, Saturday, Feb. 
10, LaRoy's Hall, LaSalie. $25. 
(734) 777-2445 
CHRIS CODISH TRIO: 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 7, Fox and 
Hounds, Bloomfield Hills. (248) 
644-4800 

MARSHALL CRENSHAW: 8 p.m. 
Sunday, Feb. 4, Magic-Bag, 
Ferndale. $5. Rescheduled from 
Dec. 17. (248) 544-3030. 

CROP CIRCLE: Thursday-Saturday, 
Feb. 8-10, Bullfrog Bar and Grill, 
Redford. (313) 533-4477 
DEAD HEROES: 9 p.m. Saturday, 
Feb. 24, Magic Stick, Detroit. 
(313) 833-9700 (punk) 

DELL AND THE ROUGHCUTS: 8 
p.m. Saturday, March 3, Trinity 
House Theatre, Livonia. $10 or $8 
for theater members. (734) 464-
6302 

8: With Kevin Meisei, 8 
p.m. Saturday, Feb. 3, Trinity House 
Theatre, Livonia. $10 or $8 for the-
ater members. (734) 464-6302 
JASON DENNIE: 8 p.m. Saturday, 
March 10, Trinity House Theatre, , 
Livonia. $10 or $8 for theater mem-
bers. (734) 464-6302 
DETROIT BLUES GUITAR: Featuring 
Robert Penn, Bobby Murray, 2-p.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 17, Scarab Club, 
Detroit. Free. All ages. (248) 262-
6890 

DETROIT COBRAS: Friday, Feb. 16, 
Gold Dollar, Detroit. (313) 833-
6873 
DOMESTIC PROBLEMS: With 19 
Wheels, 8 p j n . Friday, Feb., 2, 
Magic Bag, Ferndale. $7. (248) 
544-3030. (pop rock) 

STEVE EARLE: 7:30 p.m. Sunday, 
Feb. 4, Michigan Theatre, Ann 
Arbor. All ages. $23. (734) 668-
8397 (country) 

EKOOSTIK HOOKAH: Performing for 
Hash Bash celebration, 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday, April 7, Michigan 
Theatre, Ann Arbor. $16.75. All 
ages. (734) 668-8397 (jam band) 
MARK ELF TRIO: 8 and 10:30 p.m. 
Friday, March 2, Firefly Club, Ann 
Arbor. $15. 18 and older. (734) 
665-9090 

ENGLISH BEAT: Featuring Dave 

CLUB CIRCUIT 

ALVIN'S: 5756 Cass Ave., Detroit. 18 and older welcome. (313) 832-2355 or 
www.afvins.xtcom.com 
ARBOR BREWING COMPANY: 114 E. Washington St., Ann Arbor. Free.'21. and 
older. (734) 213-1393 or www.arborbrewing.com 
THE ARENA: 2800 N. Milford Road, Highland. Located inside Olympic 
Lanes. (248) 887-1880 
THE ARK: 316 S. Main, Ann Arbor. (734) 763-8587 

ANDIAMO ITALIA WEST: 6676 Telegraph Road, Bloomfield'HMs. (248) 865-
9300 
BEALE STREET BLUES: 8 H. Saginaw Street, Pontiac. (248) 334-7900. 
BIRD OF PARADISE: 312 Mam Street, Ann Arbor. (734) 662-8310 v 

BLIND PIG: 208 S. First St., Ann Arbor. $3 in advance, $5 at the door. 3.9. and .: 
dtdef.(734) 996-8555 or-www.biindpigmusic.com 
BULLFROG BAR AND GRILL: 15414 Telegraph, Redford. (313) 533-4477 

CARBON: Joseph Campau just north of Caniff in Hamtramck. (313) 366* 

9278 
CAVERN CLUB: 210 S. First Street, Ann Arbor. (734) 332-9900 
CLUTCH CARGO'S/MILL STREET: 65 E. Huron, Pontiac. Free before 9 p.m. 21 
and older Saturdays; 18 and older Wednesdays. (248) 333-2362 or www. 
961melt.com v.-
COBO ARENA: 301 Civic Center Drive, Detroit. (313) 983-6616 
CONOR O'NEILLS: 318 S. Main, Ann A/bor. Free live entertainment. 
(734) 665-2968 or www.conoroneills.com 
COWLEY'S: 33338 Grand River Avenue, Farmington. (248) 474-5941 
THE DECK AND THE FIVE HOLE: 2301 Woodward Avenue, Detroit. (313) 965-
9500 
DETROIT SCIENCE: 9 p.m.-5 a.m. Thursday-Saturday, 13090 Inkster 
Road, Redford. Cover $10 for 2 1 and over. Cover $15 for 18-20 year 
olds. No cover for women on Thursdays. (313) 438-4146 or 
www.detroitscience.com 
EDISON'S: 220 Merrill Street, Birmingham. (248) 645-2150 
EUE'S: 263 Pierce Street, Birmingham. (248) 647-2420 
FIFTH AVENUE BILLIARDS: 215 W. Fifth Avenue, Royal Oak. (248) 542-9922 
FLYING FISH TAVERN: 17600 W. 13 Mile, Beverly Hilis. (248) 647-7747 
FORD ROAD BAR AND GRILL: 35505 Ford Road, Westland. (734) 721-8609 
FOX THEATRE: 2211 Woodward Avenue, Detroit. (313) 983-6611 , 
FOX AND HOUNDS: 1560 Woodward Avenue, Bloomfield Hills. (248) 644-4800 
GOLD DOLLAR: 3129 Cass Ave., Detroit. Cover charge, 2 1 and older. (313) 
833-6873orwww.gotddoilar.com - . . 
GROOVE ROOM: 1815 N. Main St., Royal Oak. Free before 10 p.m. nightly. 21 
and older. (248) 589-3344 or www.thegrooveroom.com' -
HILL AUDITORIUM: 825 N. University; Ann Arbor. (734) 764-2538 
JOE LOUIS ARENA: 600 Civic Center Drive, Detroit. (313) 983-6606 
-JD'S KEY CLUB: 1 North Saginaw, Pontiac. (248) 338-7337. 
KARL'S CABIN: 9979 N. Territorial Road, Plymouth. (734) 455-8450 • 
LA BOOM TEEN NIGHTCLUB: Dance night for teens ages 15-19, 8 p.m. to 1 
a.m. FridayTSatufday, 1172 N. Pontiac Trail, Wailed Lake..(248) 926-9960 
LONELY HEARTS.CLUB: 211 E. Washington, Ann Arbor. (734) 913-5506 
LOWERFOWN GRILL: 195 W. Liberty, Plymouth. (734).451-1'213 
MAGIC.BAG: 22920 Woodward Avenue, Ferndale. (248) 544-3030. 
MAINSTREET BILLIARDS AND THE ALLEY: Main Street. Rochester. (248) 652-
8441 
MAJESTIC THEATRE, CAFE AND MAGIC STICK: (313) 833-9700 
MEADOWBROOK MUSIC FESTIVAL: On the campus of Oakland University 
In Rochester Hills., (248) 377-0100. or www.paiacenet.com. 
MEMPHIS SMOKE: 100 S. Main Street, Royal Oak. (248) 543-4300 
MICHIGAN THEATER: 603 E. Liberty, Ann Arbor. (734) 668-8397 
MOTOR LOUNGE:-3515 Caniff, Hamtramck. (313) 39.6-QOSO or www.motorde-
troit.com 
MR. B'S FARM: 24555 Novi Road, Novi. (248) 349-7038 
MUSTC MENU: 5 1 1 Monroe, Detroit. (313) 964-MENU 
THE PALACE: 2 Championship Drive, Auburn Hills. (248) 377-0100 or 
www.paiacenet.com . . . . . . . . . 
PHOENIX PLAZA AMPHITHEATER: 10 N, Water Street, Pontiac 
PINE KNOB MUSIC THEATRE: 1-75 and Sashabaw Road, independence -
Township. (248) 377-0100 or http://www.palacenet.com 
PURE BAR ROOM: 1500 Woodward Ave., Detroit. 2 1 and older. Cover 
charge Friday-Saturday. (313) 471-PURE 
ROCHESTER MILLS BEER COMPANY: 400 Water Street, Rochester. (248) 650-
5080 
THE ROOKIE SPORTS CAFE: 3632 Elizabeth, Wayne. (734) 729-7337 
ROYAL OAK MUSIC THEATRE: 318 W. Fourth St., Roya! Oak. (248) 546-7610 
THE SCARAB CLUB: 217 Farnsworth, Detroit. (313) 831-1250 
ST. ANDREW'S/THE SHELTER; 431 E. Congress, Detroit. (313) 961-MELT or r 

www.961melt.com 
7TH HOUSE; 7 N. Saginaw, Pontiac. (248) 335-3540 

. STATE THEATRE AND STATE BAR: 2115 Woodward Aye.,. Detroit, Cover charge. 
18 and over. (313) 961-5451 or www.statetheater.com ' 
24 KARAT CLUB: 28949 Joy, Westland. 21 and older. (734) 513-5030 
313LMC: Upstairs from Jacoby's, 624 Brush, Detroit. (313). 962-7067 
THE TOWN PUMP TAVERN:100 W. Montcalm, Detroit. (313) 961-1929 
TRTNJTY HOUSE THEATRE: 38840 W. Six Miie Road, Livonia. Discount for mem-
bers. (734)4^4-6302. 
U.S. 12 BAR AND GRILL/WAYNE BREWERY: 34824 Michigan Ave. West, , 
Wayne. (734) 722-7639 
VELVET LOUNGE: .29 S. Saginaw St., Pontiac. (248) 334-7411 
VILLAGE BAR AND GRILL/BEENY'S CUE & BREW: 35234 Michigan Ave. 
West, Wayne. (734) 729-2360 
WAGON WHEEL TAVERN: 102 S. Broadway, Lake Orion. (248) 693-6789 
WINTERGARDEN TAVERN: 33320 Seven Mile Road, Livonia. (248) 474-
7159 
WOODRUFF'S SUPPER CLUB: 212 W. Sixth Street, Royal Oak. (248) 586-1519 
XHEDOS CAFE: Sista Otis performs 8-10 p.m. Sundays at the club, 240 West . 
Nine Wile, Ferndale, Ail ages. Free. (248) 399-3946 
ZIM'S IRISH TAVERN: 1350 Lapeer Road, Oxford. (248) 969-9467 . .. 

Wakeling, 8 p.m. Saturday, March 
10., Magic Bag, Ferndale. (248) 
544-3030 
14TH ANNUAL EROTIC POETRY 
AND MUSIC FESTIVALFeaturing 
performances by N2 Submission, 
Braillehouse, Audra Kubat, Greebo 
and Deadly Mistress Donna, and 
poetry by Cindi St. Germain, Jimmy 
Doom, Liberty Ro Daniels, Ann 
Holdreith and Jim Perkinson. 

Hosting is Queen Bee and The 
impaler. Jeff Hocking's art will be 
for sale, all at the festival, 8 p.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 10, Lili's 21, 
Hamtramck. 2 1 and older. $6-$7. 
(313) 875-6555 or ht tp: / /mem-
bers.tripod.com/eroticpoetry. 
ESION: With Greebo, IsoKinEtic, 10 
p.m. Saturday, Feb. 3, 313.jac, 
upstairs from Jacoby's, Detroit. $5. 
(313) 962-7067 

EVERLAST: 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, 
Feb. 2, St. Andrews Hall, Detroit. 
Tickets $20. All ages. (313) 961-
8961 
EVE 6: With VAST, 5:30 p.m. 
Saturday, March 10, Clutch Cargo, 
Pontiac. $13. All ages. (248) 333-
2362 (power-pop) 

TERRY FARMER: 8:30 p.m. Crazy 
Wisdom Bookstore and Cafe, Ann 
Arbor. (734) 665-2757 
SOC HEADRUSH:Thursday-Saturday, 
Feb. 15-17, Bullfrog Bar and Grill, 
Redford. (313) 533-4477 
MICHAEL FRANKS: With Najee, 8 
p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 14, Fox 
Theatre, Detroit. $32-$75. (313) 
983-6611 

ANDY G. & THE ROLLERKINGS: 
With The Buzzards, Clone Defects, 
Friday, Feb. 2, Gold Dollar, Detroit. 
(313) 833-6873 
GYPSY DOG: 9 p.m. Saturday, . 
Wintergarden Tavern, Livonia. Free. 
(248) 474-7159 

HEMIGOD: With Give, Brailehouse, 
8 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 3, Magic 
Bag, Ferndale. $6. (248) 544-3030 
AL HILL: 6:30 p.m, Thursday-
Saturday, Feb. 1-3, Zydeco's, Ann 
Arbor. (734) 995-3600; With the 
Love Butlers, 10 p.m. Friday, Feb. 
2, Cavern Club, Ann Arbor. (734) 
332-9900; Al Hill Trio performs 
Tuesday-Thursday, Feb. 6-8, 
Weber's, Ann Arbor. (734) 665-
3636 

IMMUNITY: 9:30 p.m. Friday, Feb. 
2, J.W.'s, Novi. (248) (349) 7038; 
charge. (734) 332-9900. (reggae) 
ALAN JACKSON: With Sara Evans, 
8 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 3, The 
Palace of Auburn Hills. $27.50-
$34.50. (248) 645-6666. (country) 
JELLY'S PIERCED TATTOO: 8 p.m. 
Friday, Feb. 2, Borders Books and 
Music, Rochester Hills. Free. All 
ages. (248) 652-0558 (funk-alter-
native) 

ROBERT JONES AND MATT 
WATROBA: Blues and Folk: Two 
Rivers, One Stream, 7:30 p.m. 
Friday, Feb. 16, Waterford 
Historical Church, Waterford. $7-
$10. (248) 623-9389 
KNEE DEEP SHAG: 8 p.m. Friday, 
Feb. 23, Magic Bag, Ferndale. $7. 
(248) 544-3030 (rock with a funk 
edge) 

KOMPOSIT: 9:30 p.m. Thursday, 
Feb. 1, Blind Pig, Ann Arbor. 2 1 
and over $7, under 2 1 $9. (734) 
996-8555 

BOBBY LEWIS AND THE 
CRACKERJACK BAND: Thursday-
Saturday, Feb. 8-10, 15-17, 22-24, 
March 1-3, 8-10, Major Tooley's . 
Irish Pub, Northville. (248) 465- ' 
1680 
LOW: 9 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 10, St. 
Andrews Hall, Detroit. $10. All 
ages. (313) 961-8961. (minimalist 
rock) 

MAGGIE'S FARM: 9 p.m. Saturday, 
Feb. 3, Coyote Club, Pontiac. Free. 
(248) 332-H0WL. 
J. MASCIS & THE FOG: With Elf 
Power and The Teen Beaters, 9:30 
p.m. Saturday, Feb. 3, Blind Pig, 
Ann Arbor. $12 advance. (734) 
996-8555 

MATCHBOX TWENTY: With 
Everclear, Lifehouse, 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday, March 3, The Palace of 
Auburn Hills. $24.50-$34.50. (248) 
645-6666. (pop rock) 

STONEY MAZAAR & THE 
WESTSIDERS: 7 p.m. Friday-
Saturday, Feb. 9-10, Fox and 
Hounds, Bloomfield Hills. Free. All 
ages. (248) 644-4800 

KENNY MEEKS: 8 p.m. Friday, 
March 23, Trinity House Theatre, 
Livonia. $10 or $8 for theater mem-
bers. (734) 464-6302 
MEW: 10 p.m. Friday, 313.JAC, 
upstairs from Jacoby's, Detroit. $5. 
18 and over. (313) 962-7067. 
MHZ: With The Hammicks, 
Saturday, Feb. 10, Gold Dollar, 
Detroit. (313) 833-6873 
MOJAVE 3: With Sid Heilman 
Group, 8 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 21, 
Magic Stick, Detroit. $10. 18 and 

Solar 3rd Anniversary 

Catch Intu-
it~Solar's DJ Assault 
(above) with DJ God-
father, The Detroit 
Grand Pubahs and 
Ectomorph 9:30p.m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 7, 
Blind Pig, Ann Arbor. 
$10-$ 15. Call (734) 
996-8555 for details. 

:< 

older. (313) 833-9700 (folk rock) 
MONK: 8 p.m. Friday, Feb. 2, 
Trinity House Theatre, Livonia. $10 
or $8 for theater members. (734) 
464-6302 
STEVE NARDELLA: 7 p.m. Friday-
Saturday, Feb. 2-3, Fox and 
Hounds, Bloomfield Hills. Free. All 
ages. (248) 644-4800 

0.9.5 COLLECTIVE: 10 p.m. Friday, 
Feb. 2, The Shelter, Detroit. This is 
the first of an ongoing event, on 
the first Friday of every month. 
Don't miss it. (313) 961-MELT. 
1964 THE TRIBUTE: 8 p.m. Friday, 
Feb. 16, Magic Bag, Ferndale. $15. 
(248) 544-3030. (Beaties covers) 
NOBODY'S BUSINESS: Hosts 
Rockabilly Jam Sessions, 

Thursdays at The New Way Bar, 
Ferndaie. (248) 541-9870. 
OCTOPUS: With The Librarians, 
Saturday, Feb. 3, Gold Dollar, 
Detroit. (313) 833-6873 
ORIGINAL HITS: 7 p.m. Tuesday, 
Feb. 6, 13, Fox and Hounds, 
Bloomfield Hills. Free. Ail ages. 
(248) 644-4800 

ORGY: With Cold, Spineshank, 7 
p.m. Tuesday, Feb.. 27, Clutch 
Cargo, Pontiac. $16.75 advance. 
All ages. (248) 333-2362 (death 
pop) 

PAKISTANI TAMBOURINE: Featuring 
members of Blackberry Brandy, 
Monday, Feb. 5, 12, 19, Bulifrog 
Bar and Griil, Redford. (313) 533-
4477 

PRHYME #Z: With invincible, 
S.U.N., Athletic Mic League & 
Black Bottom Collective, 9:30 p.m. 
Friday, Feb. 2, Blind Pig, Ann Arbor. 
2 1 and over $6, under 2 1 $8. 
(734) 996-8555 
PIERCE PETTIS: 8 p.m. Saturday, 
March 17, Trinity House Theatre, 
Livonia. $10 or $8 for theater mem-
bers. (734) 464-6302 
QUEERS: With The Independents, 
Dynamite Boy, 7 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 
13, The Shelter, Detroit. All ages. 
$8. (313) 961-8961 
MICHAEL QUEST: 9 p.m. Saturday, 
Feb. 10, Coyote Club, Pontiac. 

Free. (248) 332-H0WL. 
RACHEL AND KAPP:7 p.m. 
Thursday, Feb. 8, Fox and Hounds, 
Bloomfield Hills. Free. All ages. 
(248) 644-4800 
RAY STREET PARK: Thursday-
Saturday, Feb. 1-3, Bullfrog Bar and 
Griil, Redford. (313) 533-4477 ; 

SEVENTEEN: With Showshane, 
Baby Ambassador, Thursday, Feb. 
1, Gold Dollar, Detroit. (313) 833- -
6873 
SNOCORE ICICLE BALL: With 
Galactic, Les Ciaypool's Frog 
Brigade, Lake Trout, 7:30 p.m. 
Sunday, Feb. 4, State Theatre, 
Detroit. $26. All ages. (313) 961- : 
5451. 

RJ SPANGLER GROUP: 7 p.m. 
Wednesday-Thursday, Feb. 14-15, 
Fox and Hounds, Bloomfield Hills. 
Free. All ages. (248) 644-4800 
TWISTIN' TARANTULAS: Sunday, 
Feb. 4, 11, 18, Bullfrog Bar and 
Grill, Redford. (313) 533-4477 
U2: With PJ Harvey, 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, May 30, Palace of 
Auburn Hills. Tickets $45-$130. . 
(248) 645-6666. 

VIOLET SKIN:With N2 Submission, 
Radium, Friday, Feb. 9, Gold Dollar, 
Detroit. (313) 833-6873 
THE WILDBUNCH: With French 
Kicks, The Dishes, Saturday, Feb. 
17, Gold Dollar, Detroit. (313) 833-
6873 

ZEN TRICKSTERS: 8 p.m. Thursday, 
Feb. 1, Magic Bag, Ferndale. $8 
advance. (248) 544-3030. Qam) 

mailto:dlj@homecomm.net
http://www.secondcity.com
http://www.bingotheshow.com
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The Blue Nile offers an adventure in dining 
BY REN£E SKOGLUND 
S T A F F W R I T E R 
rskoglund@oe.homecomm.net 
./'Good food and wine, Music 

tihd love, 3,000 years of history 
ap,d culture, My Ethiopia isn't 
everything, She is the only 
thing." - unknown Ethiopian 
patriot. 
H H o r Habe Wold Dadi, owner 
• B and chef of The Blue Nile in 
Bl Ann Arbor, the above quote, 
prominently displayed above the 
restaurant 's bar, is quite apt, 
and he proudly declares, "I'm the 
best restaurant in town." 

Although such a proclamation 
is subjective, one fact isn't: The 
B.lue Nile is a unique dining 
experience. It gives new meaning 
to the words "finger food." All the 
food ea ten at th i s Eth iopian 
restaurant is done so with the 
fingers. Imagine that, no uten-
sils. 
. "Eat with your fingers. It's the 

natural way. It's fun," says Dadi. 
He loves to talk a]?out food and 

is very willing to educate his cus-
tomers about the delights of 
Ethiopian fare, which includes 
lots of greens, pureed peas and 

slentils, and chicken, lamb and 
beef. 

"If we don't talk about food, 
what are we going to talk about. 
Is there anything else?" he says. 

Honey wine 
Ask how The Blue Nile's 

famous light and delicate honey 
wine is made, and Dadi will tell 
you there are no grapes, just a 
fermentat ion of honey, water 
and hops. He'll even add a bit of 
romance. "It came from honey -
mooners, from feeding the bride 
and groom fresh honey. It repre-
sents a fresh beginning." 

Dining at The Blue Nile can be 
romantic, especially on week-
ends when there's a small jazz 
combo, but it's always intimate. 
Diners gather around small, bas-
ket-topped tables, and wonder-
fully hot, wet washcloths are 
passed around for cleansing the 
hands. The cloths are comfort-
ing, especially on cold winter 
days, and their warmth builds 
anticipation for the meal. (Hot 
cloths are once again distributed 
after the meal.) 

Smaller tables are placed next 
to the diners for beverages and 

/ 

The Blue Nile Ethiopian Restaurant 
Where: 2 2 1 E. Washington, Ann Arbor, (734) 998-4746. 
Detroit location: 5 0 8 Monroe Street, Trappers Alley Mall, Greek-
town, (313) 964-6699. 
Open: 5-9:30 p.m. Tuesday-Thursday; 4-10:30 p.m. Friday and Sat-
urday; 3-9 p.m. Sunday. Closed Monday. 
Menu: Fixed price all-you-can-eat " feasts": Ethiopian $16 .90 and 
vegetarian $13.90. Salad and beverages extra. 

A t m o s p h e r e : 
Unclut tered, coo l , 
a p e r f e c t s e t t i n g 
for E th iop ian cui-
sine and American 
j azz . (The Ann 
Arbor location fea-
tures a jazz combo 
on Friday and Sat-
urday nights. 
C r e d i t c a r d s : A l l 
majors accepted 
R e s e r v a t i o n s : 
Accep ted fo r par-
ties of six or more. 

E x t r a s : Non-smok-
ing, caters to large 
g r o u p s , n ice ba r 
area, superb coffee. 

Healthy: This sampling of Ethiopi-
an fare includes pureed split yel-
low peas, red lentils, mixed vegeta-
bles and a lightly dressed salad. 

plates of soft, foamy flat bread 
made from self-rising flour and 
hot wate r . The feas t , e i ther 
Ethiopian (with meat) or vege-
tarian, arrives on a large, flat 
tray, with each selection individ-
ually mounded. 

Next comes the r i tua l t ha t 
makes dining at The Blue Nile 
so much fun: Break off a piece of 
bread, scoop up a luscious tidbit, 
then, transport the food to your 
mouth, ignoring what falls into 
your lap or on the floor. Accom-
pany th is with sips of spicy 
Ethiopian ice tea or light and 

delicate honey wine. 
The result? "Tasty," said Dadi. 

Healthy 
The Blue Nile is the perfect 

dining spot for the health con-
scious. The meat is simmered, 
never fried, and the vegetables 
are flavored with onions, garlic 
and herbs. "The food is very 
healthy," said Dadi. "We skin the 
chicken, trim off all the fat from 
the meat, use no preservatives 
and make everything from 
scratch. It's very balanced." 

Some selections are cooked in 
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Welcome: Habte Wold Dadi (right), owner of The Blue Nile, and his wife Almaz 
Lessanework, offer gracious hospitality and Ethiopian feasts to their guests. 

"berbere" sauce, a blend of roast-
ed jalepeno peppers and over 14 
herbs. Berberi resembles papri-
ka, but its taste is much spicier 
and more complicated. It's deli-
cious, full of character. 

Dadi and his wife, Almaz 
Lessanework, make sure no one 
leaves hungry. The set-price 
feasts are all-you-can-eat, and 
your tray and bread supply are 
constantly replenished. "They 

sample a little of everything. The 
more they eat, the more we bring 
out," said Lessanework. 

Lessanework, whose brother, 
Seifu, owns The Blue Nile in 
Greektown, was born in Kaffa, 
Ethiopia, the land of the coffee 
bean. Obviously brewing an 
excellent cup of coffee is in her 
genes. She roasts and grinds her 
coffee beans every day. The 
result is nothing short of coffee 

perfection. 
Both Dadi and Lessanework 

agree the most rewarding aspect; 
of owning The Blue Nile is serv-
ing the customers. 

"I don't care what they loo£ 
like when they come in. Qui£ 
major concern is what they look* 
like on the way out," says Dadi;; 
"If they have a smiling facej-

we're happy." 

COMMUTER Reliable Motorcoach 
Service to s 
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• Hamtramck • Madison Heights • Southfield / 
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i«4 s5.00 PER PERSON 

Includes SI5,00 Food Voucher From Casino Windsor! 

Call 1 - 8 0 0 - 2 9 0 - 2 9 5 7 
Service provided by Commuter Express ana is not affiliated wi th Casino Windsor Trademark of the Ontario Lottery and Gaming Corporat ion used under l icense., 

Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater 

i — m 

Kudv Hawki 

* • 

One of the world's 

most spectacular 

vmn tnree airrefen 

313-237-SING . ^ .248-645-6666 

N O V EXPO CENTER 
Thursday, F e b r u a r y 1, 2 - 1 0 p m 
Friday, F e b r u a r y 2 , 2 - 1 0 p m 
Saturday , F e b r u a r y 3 , l o a m - 1 0 p m 
Sunday , F e b r u a r y 4 , 1 0 a m - 7 p m 

It's the n in th year for this exciting event, with thousands 
upon thousands of square feet of quality products and services 
for your home. 

You'll enjoy hours of fascinating exhibits filled wi th new 
ideas, along with featured attractions and demonstrations! 

ADMISSION: 
Adults $7 , Seniors $5 , Chi ldren 6-12 $4 
Children under 6- FREE 

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Over 3 0 0 Exciting Exhibitors...PLUS: 

Ba Chef Raymond Wong brings his artistry and 
humor to Chinese cooking, • WJR's "The 
Appliance Doctor" Joe Gagnon and "The Garden 
Show" Dean Krauskopf. • WXYT's "Ask the 
Handyman" Glenn Haege, "Money Talk" Rick Bloom 
and "PC Mike's High Tech Weekend" Mike Wendland 

r - 4 v on Saturday and Sunday. • Presentations on 

I decorating, home repair and remodeling, 
1 • Treasure Chest contest with daily prizes. 

H O M 
IMPROVEMENT 
SHOW 

NOVI EXPO CENTER 
1-96 & NOVI RD. 
FEBRUARY 1-4, 2001 
www.builders.org 

N O V I 
E X . P O 
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Garage doors drive home looks, safety 
BY MARY KLEMIC 
STAFF WRITER 
mklemic@oe.homecomm.net 

The garage door can do more than 
enclose vehicles and equipment 
and serve as a backstop for drive-

way basketball games. It doesn't have 
to be a plain, lumbering metal sheet 
that a homeowner puts off repairing. 

These days, & garage door can make 
a stylish statement and have its own 
state-of-the-art features. 

"You can virtually make anything 
you want," said Henry Tarnow of 
Tarnow Doors., 23701 Halsted, in 
Farmington Hills.-

Tarnow Doors is one of more than 
300 exhibitor? participating in the 
ninth annual [Home Improvement 
Show™, which starts today and con-
tinues through Sunday at th,e Novi 
Expo Center, j 

A garage dd>or can be customized to 
match a house and take on its own 
stylish appearance. 

"Carriage house doors are becoming 
popular," Tarnow said. 

Among other styles are raised panel 
or flush designs; wood, woodgrain or 
smooth ribbed surfaces. Windows can 
be plain glass or clear a.crylic, or have 
a leaded, beveled or stained glass 
look. 

Tarnow Doors features a design cen-
ter that enables the staff to take a pic-
ture of a customer's garage and show 
how it would look with different 
styles. 

Garage doors are made of 
polystyrene insulation sandwiched 
between two layers of steel. Insulation 
helps contain noise if a resident is 
working in the garage and rooms of 
the house are above or adjacent to the 
garage. 

A safety eye feature prevents the 
door from closing on children and 
pets. Rolling codes that change every 
time the door is used help maintain 
security. 

Here are some tips 
Tarnow offered these tips for main-

taining garage doors and garage door 
openers: 

• Use a light lubricant (such as 3-
in-One oil, or a good silicone or Teflon 
spray). WD-40 is a better cleaning 
agent than lubricant. 

• On a one-piece door, make sure 
the spots where the arms connect to 
the pivot points on the wall are lubri-
cated. There shouldn't be any broken 
corners at the roller at the top corner 
of the door. The roller, the part where 
the arm connects to the door, and the 
part where the spring connects to the 
arm, should be lubricated. 

• On sectional doors, lubricate the 
overhead torsion springs, all rollers 
and the hinges. 

• For garage door openers, perform 
safety checks. Every month or two, put a 
2-by-4 under the door and hit the open-
er; the door should reverse automatical-
ly when it hits the 2-by-4. Also, discon-

nect the opener and work the door by 
hand. You should be able to stop a prop-
erly balanced door midway. 

The cost for a 16-by-7-foot door is usu-
ally between $750 and $1,300. The work 
should take half a day ('three or four 
hours in most cases"), Tarnow said. 

When hiring a professional, look for 
one that is with the International 
Door Association, he said. 

"A good door is like a roof or fur-
nace," Tarnow said. "You replace them 
once." 

Exhibitors at the show have advice, 
ideas and innovations for kitchens, 
baths, doors, windows, spas, remodel-
ing, interior design, home offices, fur-
niture, arts and crafts., decorative 
accessories, electronics, heating, cool-
ing and appliances. 

The event also features demonstra-
tions on decorating, home repair and 
remodeling and a Treasure Chest con-
test with daily prizes. (See related 
story for program schedule.) 

"The median American home is 30 
years old and smaller than today's 
new homes," said Stephen Taglione, 
president of Building Industry Associ-
ation of Southeastern Michigan and 
Westminster & Abbey Homes in Bing-
ham Farms. 

"Remodeling, especially to enlarge a 
home, is popular now and our show is 
tailored to all kinds of home improve-
ments from large to small." 

BIA is the non-profit sponsor of the 
show. 

Face value: This raised panel design, with ivy decorative 
window, shows how garage doors can take on any style. 
Tarnow Doors of Farmington Hills, which offers garage 
doors and garage door openers, is in the Home Improve-
ment Show™ in Novi. The show starts today. 

Carriage house: The car-
riage house style is popu-
lar today for garage doors. 

<• ' W E * 4 

set-
Great panes: Windows in 
garage doors can have a vari-
ety of looks, including stained 
glass (left) and leaded glass 
(below). 

. The program for guest appearances 
and home demonstrations at the ninth-
annual Home Improvement Show™ is 
below. The show is sponsored by the 
non-profit Building Industry Associa: 

tion of Southeastern Michigan at the 
Novi Expo Center, 1-96 and Novi Road. 

Show hours: 2-10 p.m. Thursday-Fri-
day, 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. Saturday and 
10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Sunday. 

Admission: $7 for adults, $5 for 
seniors, $4 for ages 6-12 and free for 
under age 6. Ample parking is avail-
able at the center for a fee. 

For more information: visit 
http://www.builders.org or call (248) 
862-1019. 

Thursday, Feb. 1 
3, 5, 7 p.m. — Chef Raymond 

Wong, one,of metro Detroit's best 
known chefs and most prolific restau-
rateurs, combines his cooking artistry, 
teaching skill and humor to demon-
strate low-fat, healthy Chinese cook-
ing. He will feature creative ways to 
use leftovers, cut down on salt and 
make the most of interesting spices. 

2-10 p.m. — WJR Radio "The Appli-
ance Doctor" Joe Gagnon 

Friday, Feb. 2 
3,5, 7 p.m. — Wong corpbines his 

cooking artistry, teaching skifl and 
humor to dispel the mysteries of Chi-
nese cooking. 

2-19 p.m. — WJR Radio "The Appli-
ance Qoctor" Joe Gagnon 

Saturday, Feb. 3 
Noon; 2, 5, 7 p.m. — Wong com-

bines his cooking artistry, teaching 
skill and humor to dispel the mysteries 
of Chinese cooking. 

10 a.m. to 10 p.m. — WJR Radio 
"The Appliance Doctor" Joe Gagnon 
(11 a.m. to 1 p.m. live broadcast) 

10 a.m. to noon — WXYT Radio 
"Ask the Handyman" Glenn Haege 
(live broadcast) 

Noon to 2 p.m. — WXYT Radio 
"Money Talk" Rick Bloom (live broad-
cast) 

4-6 p.m. — WXYT Radio "PC Mike's 
High Tech Weekend" Mike Wendiand 
(iive broadcast) 

Sunday, Feb. 4 
Noon; 2, 4 p.m. — Wong combines 

his cooking artistry, teaching skili and 
humor to dispel the mysteries of Chi-
nese cooking 

10 a.m. to noon — WJR Radio "The 
Garden Show" with Dean Krauskopf 
(live broadcast) 

10 a.m. to 6 p.m. — WJR Radio 
"The Appliance Doctor" Joe Gagnon 
(noon to 2 p.m. iive broadcast) 

10 a.m. to noon — WXYT Radio 
"Ask the Handyman" Glenn Haege 
(live broadcast) 

Noon to 2 p.m. — WXYT Radio 
"Money Talk" Rick Bloom (live broad-
cast) 

Noon to 2 p.m. — WMUZ Radio 
"The Home Improvement Doctor" Mur-
ray Guia (live broadcast) 

4-6 p.m. — WXYT Radio "PC Mike's 
High Tech Weekend" Mike Wendiand 
(live broadcast) 

Daily 
Homeowners can bring bathroom 

pictures for the Original Ugliest Bath* 
room Contest sponsored by Mathison 
Supply, The Observer & Eccentric . 
Newspapers and WJR Radio. The win-
ner's bathroom wiil be gutted and a 
new bathtub, sink, toilet, tile, 
medicine cabinet and other acces-
sories wiil be installed, ail of which 
wiil be on display at the show. 

JOE GAGNON 

Getting agitated 
The Appliance Doctor again 
reminds readers that cold tem-
peratures of oil in washers can 
cause agitation problems. 

See Home Work, Pagp 2 

MARTY FIGLEY 

hometownfiewspapers.net 

Sow seeds 
Gardeners can follow these 
tips to grow plants from seeds 
indoors to help chase away 
the winter blues. 

See Garden Spot, Page 3 

Ken Ahramczyk. Editor. 734 953-2112 

OMETOWN LIFE 

New direction: 
The Park Players of Plymouth 
Canton High School welcome; 
two new directors. ^ • 
See HomeTown Life, page 

& 

kabrarnczyk@oe .fxomecomm.net 
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