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Driver
killed
in crash

B A Canton Township man
was killed and a second
man injured early Wednes-
day in a crash on Ann
Arbor Road in neighboring
Plymouth Township.

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER
tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net

A rear-end crash involving two vans
at a busy intersection in Plymouth
Township resulted in the death of a 45-
yvear-old Canton man Wednesday
morning.

According to Plymouth Township
police, Robert Williams was driving his
1992 Chevy Sport van southbound on
Haggerty Road about 7:15 a.m. when
he failed to brake, resuiting in a colli-
sion at the intersection of Ann Arbor
Road with a utility work van driven by
Richard Karpinski, 55, also of Canton,

Police Sgt. Jim Jarvis said the
impact of the crash caused both vehi-
cles to travel across the intersection,
where they came to rest on the curb
ianes of eastbound Ann Arbor Road.

“It's amazing, considering the time of
day, that no one else was involved in
the accident,” said Jarvis, “There were
no skid marks, so we're investigating
tire possibility that a medical emergen-
cy occurred before the crash.”

The Plymouth Community Fire

Please see FATAL, A2

doors open
longer

BY CAROL MARSHALL
STAFF WRITER
cmarshall@oe.homecomm.net

When Canton residents spoke up
about what they wanted in their
library, Jean Tabor was listening.

Tabor, Canton Public Library’s direc-
tor, said one of the top requests was
extended hours. Earlier this month,
their wish was granted, and the library
began opening 30 minutes earlier Mon-
day through Saturday, and remaining
open an hour later on the weekends.

Tabor said the extended hours will
be particularly popular with families
who stop in after work on Friday and
students who use the library on Sun-
days. The library’s new hours are 9
a.m. to 9 p.m. Monday through Thurs-
day, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Friday and Satur-
day, and noon to 8 p.m. Sunday during
the school year.

The extended hours go hand-in-hand

rith the expansion project, which is
still in full-swing and will be completed
late in March,

The $6 million expansion project

Please see LIBRARY, A5

Getting ready:
Carolyn
Bartlett

shows off the
dress she will
wear Satur-
day to the
inaugural
ball in Wash-
ington. D.C.
The Canton
resident will
be going to
the festivities
with her hus-
band, Mark,
who got the
tickets cour-
tesy of his
employer.

Canton, Michigan

Contempla

Ce!ebration A group of dancers from New Lzberty Baptist Church in Detroit performs an inter-
pretive dance during a special Service of Racial Urity at Geneva Presbyterian in Canton Mon-
day in celebration of the Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday. Below, Marilyn McBain of Canton

4, intently watches the performance.

Canton commission
has first look at issue

» birthaa y &
for towr shi ip

Laatizer ity o
paid holiday
employees.

mm-! rbi‘ all@oe homecomuunet

The members of Canton’s
new Human Relations Com-
mission looked across the table
at one another Tuesday and
saw a diverse, representative
cross-section of the community.

“We have a rich, wonderful
diversity in Canton. We can
really make some things gel
and blend,” said the Rev.
Richard Perfetto, at the group’s

More coverage, A3

Last March, Canton resident
and pastor Joseph Stevenson
approached Yack, expressing
his disapproval cver the King
holiday issue.

A few weeks later, another
Canton resident, the Rev.

first meeting inside the town-

ship administration building.
“No other community has

_diversity like Canton’s.”
Canton Supervisor Tom Yack

Brian Smith, also approached
Yack about the holiday.

“He was less understanding
than Pastor Joe was,” Yack
said, but Yack discussed the

isgue with Smith, then encour-
aged him to contact Stevenson.

said the commission was
formed after some Canton resi-
dents voiced their concerns
over the board of trustees’

Please see v COMMISSION, A4

Lesson of tolerance taught year-round

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER
tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. taught
us that race shouldn’t deprive us of
learning about each other. And, at
the same time, we should strive for
social justice.

For many communities, that mes-
sage was brought to the forefront
Monday, on the holiday commemo-
rating King and his ideals.

However, at Plymouth-Canton
Educational Park, King's ideals not
only have meaning on the third Mon-
day in January, but during the

STAFI" PHOTOS BY PAUL HURSCHMANN

ey

course of the entire school year.
Students at P-CEP spent time
watching a video clip Monday of
King and his speeches, and had
opportunities to read about hate
crimes and view bulletin boards
depicting different cultures. Howev-

Please see TOLERANCE, A3

Off to the ball

BY CAROL MARSHALL
STAFF WRITER
cmarshall@oe.homecomm.net

Carolyn Bartlett isn’t all that com-
fortable with glamour and ritzy par-
ties. But she glggled as she showed off
her new manicure. And she finally
admitted she’s excited that this week-
end, she and her husband will get a
chance to hobnob with the nation’s
elite at President-elect George W.
Bush’s inaugural ball.

The Canton couple were afforded the
rare opportunity to attend the ball

. thanks to husband Mark’s employer,
which sponsors events at the Washing-

. A ton, D.C., affair.

STAFF PHOTO BY PAUL HURSCHMANN

Canton couple to attend
Bush inaugural party

“Everyone at his work knows he’s a
Republican, so he was offered the trip,”
Bartlett said.

But she wasn’t exactly jumping up
and down over the prospect of making
the trip.

“To tell the truth, I have four chil-
dren, and it’s a very busy time right
now,” Bartlett said. “In my mind, I
kept thinking my kids need me this
week.”

Between her daughter’s gymnastics
tournaments, her son’s first round of
exams, and home schooling her
youngest son, she thought her plate
was little too full to go to the Capitol.

Please see INAUGURAL BALL, AG
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Crash scene: The 1992 Chevy van driven by Robert
Williams sits on the side of the road ofter Wednesday’s

fatal accident.

Fatal from page Al

Department used the Jaws of
Life to remove Williams from his
vehicle. He was transported to
St. Mary Mercy Hospital in Livo-
nia, where efforts to revive him

were unsuccessful, according to

police.

A St. Mary Mercy spokeswom-
an said Karpinski was treated
for minor injurieés.

MERICAN Hawail & DELT:
Cruise NIGHT
AAA Travel/Canton
- Wed., Jan. 24 at 6:00 pm
RSVP 734-844-0146

ALL-AMERIC,
CRUISE NIGI

UEEN

Culprit makes clean getaway

Someone broke into the Can-

ton Auto Wash on Michigan
Avenue late Saturday and stole
the evening’s bank drops,
according to police reports.

When an employee, a 36-year-
old Detroit man, arrived at 7:50
a.m. Sunday, he called police.
The thief had smashed the front
window, but the window was not
broken out completely.

The burglar was able to pry
the window away from the frame
to break into the building.

Three bank deposits, totaling
$3,700 were missing.

Kiddie porn posted
- Canton police responded to a
call from a 39-year-old Plymouth
man after he found pornographic
material posted in the Ford
Road McDonald’s bathroom
The man had found a comput-
er printout picture of a nude pre-
teeri girl holding a teddy bear.
The manager of the restaurant

. said she had no idea the picture

was in the bathroom.

The Web site address was on
the printout, and police are
investigating the incident.

Resident poisoned

Canton police investigated an
incident in which a 30-year-old
employee in a Geddes Road
group home apparently acciden-
tally poisoned one of the home’s
residents.

On Jan. 12, assistant manager
of the home, which houses men-
tally disabled adults, left five
residents in the care of the
employee while she went to the
gas station.

The residents were scheduled

~ COP CALLS

to receive their medications at 8
p.m., and while the assistant
manager was gone, the employee
gave the medications to the resi-
dents.

When the assistant manager
returned, she found the employ-
ee upset and in tears. She told
her supervisor she had acciden-

‘tally given one of the residents

the wrong medication and he
was choking. The assistant man-
ager checked on the 59-year-old

‘resident, and found he was hav-

ing trouble breathing. She called
911, and he was transported to
Annapolis Hospital. :

The employee said she had

“given him four pills, mixed in

applesauce, even though she
knew he was only to be given
medication through his feeding
tube. She said when he began
choking, she gave him water in
his feeding tube to help him
digest.

The employee, who had

. worked at the home for three

years, gave the resident two 200
mg Tegretol and two 500 mg.
Depakote pills.

The employee said she “doesn’t
know how she made such a mis-
take,” and “didn’t know what she
was thinking,” according to the
police report.

The resident’s physician was
at the time of the report await-
ing the results of blood tests
before continuing treatment.

Destruction of property

~ Canton police responded to a

call from a 42-year-old woman

who claimed that between 6:30
and 8:30 p.m. Jan. 9, someone
splashed a red substance on her
1995 yellow Ford Mustang GT.
Police noted the substance

appeared to be paint, and it was

ruining the yellow paint on her

. gar.

The car had also been
scratched along the driver’s side.
The estimated damage to the car

“was $500. :

Auto crime spree

A string of destruction to
autos in an apartment communi-
ty continued last week. Five car
owners on Brooks Park reported
on Jan. 11 larceny from their
vehicles. The cars had been bro-
ken into, and stereos, valued
between $200 and $3,000, were
stolen during the night. Car
owners also reported damage
caused during the theft to the
vehicles, costing between $100
and $1,500. )

The previous weekend, four
car owners reported their win-
dows had been shot out. On Jan.
8, another car owner reported
four 16-inch tires and chrome
rims, valued at $1,600, had been
stolen.

Mom committed

A 32-year-old Canton mother
of two was committed after the
police and fire departments
responded Jan. 9 to a house fire
at her address. When they
arrived, there was no fire, and

the front door was open. .

While firefighters were clear-
ing the scene, the woman’s
neighbor told them the mother
had brought her two children to
her house, and they were still
there.

P

Police questioned the woman .

- who began telling them about .

the dreams she had been having, =

and about a new age. She also

told police she wouldn’t pass out.

Police noted scrapes on her
hands, and when asked how she

got them, she responded, “From . -

carrying the weight of my fami-

ly.” Police noticed similar .

scrapes on her young son’s
ankles, and the woman said he

got them  from “being my Y

strength.”

The woman was committed to
the hospital, and her husband .

picked up the children.

Bad hair day

A 42.year-old St. Johns
woman was arrested Jan. 11
after she was caught stealing

more than $260 worth of beauty

products and cosmetics from the
Ford Road Meijer.

Two loss prevention officers.

saw the woman hide the items
on her person, and proceed

through the checkout, where she

paid only for a bottle of vodka.

During transport to the Can-
ton Police Department, and -
while she was being booked, the

woman told police she hdd sever-

al prior arrests for retail fraud, -

and is currently receiving treat-

ment for aleoholism and “her -

propensity to steal.”
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Van Buren seminar
stresses diversity

BY ALICE ASHMORE
- STAFF WRITER

~In a moment of clarity , a
young black man came to the
realization, “I had been trapped
in a life of Coke and I could have
tasted so much more.”

His yearn for diversity came
after taking a cola challenge and
discovering that all along he had
preferred a different soft drink.

The vignette was part of a
“Mosaics,” a reader’s theater on
diversity performed by actors
from SST Communications, a
Chicago-based training work-
shop.

Approximately 500 Van Buren
educators spent part of Martin
Luther King Day exploring dif-
ferent perceptions between men,
women, the races and sexuality
through the scenes of “Mosaics.”

“It was very informative,” said
Mary Parker, a special education
and speech therapy teacher in
Van Buren elementary and mid-
dle schools. “It made me really
think about how I treat others.”

Angela Ashford, who works as
a para-professional in the second
grade, said, “I thought it was
pretty interesting. The stereo-

Tolerance

types were very true — I am glad

"they brought it out.”

Ashford, an African American
woman, said, “I could see myself
in there. I could relate to it.”

Another “Mosaics” scene,
based on anger and retaliation
toward an interracial couple,
results in a beating and a sexual
assault — with a tragic outcome,

“Anger is an energy that does-
n’t sit still,” said SST President
Jerry Mangrum, who was the
primary actor in the scene.
“Viewing diversity as respect for
the individual is not enough.”

Mangrum sites collusion as

‘another stumbling block to cul-

tural understanding. He said col-
lusion can take three roles:
Silence, denial or active partici-
pation.

“Learning to value diversity a
company can fully utilize their
employee base with a shared
vision of increased benefit and
production, Organizations must
be able to move far beyond
where they are today,” he said,

Mangrum said using theater
to teach concepts “creates an
emotional or visceral response to
the topic.”

from page Al

SST uses a team of 35 profes-
sionally trained actors based in
the Chicago area to deliver a

‘variety of messages from diver-

sity, sexual harassment, well-
ness and stress management
and substance abuse prevention.

Laurie Empen, 32, has been
an actor with the company since
last fall. “The style of the show
allows people to connect, If you
don’t connect, you are not going
to change.”

She describes working with

the company as “Profound. It
does not get any better than
this.”
" David Causey, 29, loves his
job with the SST troupe. “You
get to do three things that I love
t(l} ’flo: Educate, inform and trav-
el.

Chris Cennor, a parent educa-
tor with the Van Buren district,
also found merit in the program.
“I thought it was very informa-
tive and very educational, and a
good way to break the ice. It
informed in a way that didn’t
offend anyone.”

er, it’s the work that is done the
entire school year that brings
about the true meaning in King’s
words. :

According to Allie Suffety, an
alternative education teacher at
Canton High School, there are
more than 50 languages spoken
in the Plymouth-Canton commu-
nity. At P-CEP, there are more
than a dozen clubs, with many of
them ethnic in nature,

“The clubs aren’t just for those
individual groups, but for people
who want to learn about those
cultures,” said Stephanie Chang,
17, of Canton, who is co-presi-
dent of the Asian/Pacific Ameri-
can Association. “There are so
many people here who are differ-
ent and you can learn a lot
about. If you can experience all
the differences, you can learn to
appreciate them.”

“I see a definite interest in
people wanting to learn about
different cultures, because you
can’t help but be friends here
with people of different cul-
tures,” said Lindsey Scalera, 17,

of Canton ,who is a governing
member of the Diversity Club.
“It’s not a question of being tol-
erant. It’s about learnmg about
our peers.

“At The Park, we have such a
diverse student body compared
to our friends in other school dis-
tricts,” added Scalera. “They
don’t have the same understand-
ing we do, and we’ll be more pre-
pared to go out in the real world
because we’ll be more aware of
the different cultures surround-
ing us.”

Both students have taken part
in learning about diversity,
including activities sponsored by
the National Conference for
Community and Justice, as well
as the school’s own International
Dinner, which brings hundreds
of students, parents and commu-
nity members together each
year.

“I definitely see a difference
they’ve made, and it does work,”
said Suffety. “Are we still
dreaming the dream? Our stu-
dents live the dream, and it’s

beautiful.

“The clubs allow a large mass
of students, who are not athleti-
cally involved, or in the theater
or marching band, to partici-
pate,” he said. “It’s such a posi-
tive way to participate and they
feel attached.”

Lynn Sandmann, also an
alternative education teacher,
said it’s a fervor among the stu-
dents who participate and the
staff who sponsor the clubs.

“It’s a passion of increasing
tolerance and diversity,” she
said. “It helps make a very large
campus become a little bit small-
er, a little more intimate.”

Students and staff aren’t naive
enough to believe everyone at
The Park, which numbers nearly

5,000 students, is tolerani of

those who are different.

“We can’t make people who
are prejudice understand,” said
Scalera. “What we can do is
have the information out there
and give them a way to accept
all the different cultures.”

Credit union opens area office

Michigan Educational Credit
Union recently opened its new
main office in Plymouth.

Located at 9200 Haggerty
Road, just south of Ann Arbor
Road and west of 1I-275, the new
MECU facility features six
drive~-through lanes, three

ATMs, ample parking and a
lobby with teller windows, mem-
ber servies area and the loan
department.

Both MECU members and
non-members can use the finan-
cial planning and investment
services available through

. Michigan Educational Financial

Services, located on the main
floor of the building.

“Serving our members’ finan-
cial needs has always been our
primary objective,” said Bill
Brunton, president and CEO of
MECU.

Did you know?

B Wednesday, Jan. 24, is Chi-
nese New Year, the year of the
snake?

B Canned beer went on sale
for the first time in Richmond,
Va., in 1935?

B The American Bowling
Congress held its first national
tournament in Chicago in 1901?

B Seventy-five years ago,
Abdul Aziz ibn Saud became
king of Hejaz and changed the
country’s name to Saudi Arabia?

B The Pasteur Institute in
Paris announced an anti-tetanus
serum in January 1926?

B Humans are the only prl-
mates that don’t have pigment
in the palms of their hands?

B It’s possible to lead a cow
upstairs, but not downstairs?

Web Watch

Check out these Web sites:
B www.fmnh.org

B www.mbayag.org

B www.kaibab.org

B www.morebusiness.com
B www.bizmove.com

Home theater

Check out these DVDs available
from the library:

B Bandit Queen

B Fantasia 2000

B Gilda
BMi2
B X-Men

Q&A

Q: How did the phrase “bring-
ing home the bacon” originate?

A: There are several theories.
One is that the phrase refers to
greased-pig contests once held at
county fairs, where the winner
kept the pig and thus “brought
home the bacon.” Another theory
revolves around the town of
Dunmon, England. There, in
A.D. 1111, a nobleman decreed
that any person who knelt at the
church door and swore that “for
12 months and a day he has
never had a household brawl or
wished himself unmarried” could
claim a side of bacon. Thus, a
man who “brought home the
bacon” from Dunmon was, at
least according to his own oath,
enjoying a good marriage. Yet
sy +L\ﬂ"’ noaal ka‘l«v‘-vr ig +]~ak +hn
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phrase stems from the 18th cen-
tury use of “bacon” as a slang
term for the rewards brought
home by a criminal.

Source: The Book of Answers
by Barbara Berliner

Library construction update
For information visit the pro-
posed floor plan and our photo
album of the expansion at our
Web site: www. cantonpl org

For young readers

Here are some youth-oriented
autobiographies:

W Oksana: My Own Story by
Oksana Baiul

B Hau Kola = Hello Friend by

Paul Goble

B Playing With Words by
James Howe

B Cal Ripken Jr: Play Ball by
Cal Ripken Jr.

Staff favorites

Here are non-fiction picks for
2000:

B Flags of Our Fathers by
James Bradley

W The Beatles Anthology — BIO
Beatles

B Life Is So Good - BIO DAW-

-‘SON, Dawson, George B.

B Joan of Arc: A Penguin His-
tory — BIO JOAN Gordon, Mary

M Georgiana, Duchess of
Devonshire — BIO GEORGIANA
Forman, Amanda

Hot topic of the week

B Tip-Up Town USA! Jan. 20-
21 Houghton Lake, Mich. will
host its 51st annual winter
event. Michigan’s largest winter

festival features ice- fishing con-
{».“-.4-« 2o0fthall om tho fnn dhwan

Vare Awwy has e

polar bear dips, two parades,

‘ecarnival, vendors and monster-

truck rides. There are also arts
and crafts, fireworks, the world’s
longest poker run and scavenger
hunt and mid-week snowmobile
drag races! For more informa-
tion, contact the Chamber of
Commerce at (800) 248-5253 or
visit the Web site
at:www.houghton -
lakehamber.com

@ the Canton Library is com-
piled by -Laura Dorogi of the
library staff. The library is at
1200 S. Canton Center. For more
information about library pro-
grams and services, call 397-
0999,

STAFF PHOTO BY PAUL HURSCHMANNw

On stage: Detroit Blues musician Robert Jones performs Monday at Belleville High -
School during an in-service for Van Buren Schools, celebrating the Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. national holiday.

There’s a message in his music -

BY ALICE ASHMORE
STAFF WRITER

Detroit Jazz legend Robert
Jones had toes tapping and folks
singing during a Martin Luther
King Day staff training on the
blues to Van Buren educators on
Monday.

Jones called the blues, “the
mother of all styles of American
musie.”

His blues riffs and melodies
proved infectious to the crowd.

Although black music is rooted
in instruments like the banjo
and guitar, “the human voice is
still the most important instru-
ment in history,” he said.

Jones pointed to black church-
es where, “you don’t say what
you feel, but express it openly
with your voice. The Negro spiri-
tual helped change the solemni-
ty of the church.”

He also pointed to the to the
spiritual’s importance in planta-
tion life. “Massah would think.

B ‘i would like to close
with the idea that diver-
sity is not hard. It is
just seeing it that is
hard. Diversity is all
about common experl-
ence.’

—Robert Jones

‘If they are singing they aren't
plotting anything.”

Atter leading the educators in
the song, Swing Low, Sweet
Chartot, he explained that the
song was really an ode to the
Underground Railroad and free-

dom from oppression, instead of

the broader theme ascending to
heaven.

“Music was America’s first
civil rights movement if you
really think about it,” Jones

said.

Jones, a native Detroiter,
bought his first guitar as a boy,
“So I could play the blues.” He is
celebrating his 15th year with
WDET-FM this year and is well
known as a musician, storyteller
and composer. He has been’
voted Detroit’s Best Blues
Instrumentalist. .

After leading the crowd in a
chorus of We Shall Overcome,
Jones beamed. “Imagine, us
singing this together on the first
Martin LutheryKing Day of the
new millennium.”

“T would like to close with the
idea that diversity is not hard. It
is just seeing it that is hard.
Diversity is all about comamon
experience,” he said.

Jones runs a program called
“Blues for Schools.” More infor-
mation about the program can
be found at www.robertb
jones.com or, he can be reached
at (313) 833-0442.

s e o
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http://www.kaibab.org
http://www.morebusiness.com
http://www.bizmove.com
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Smith and Stevenson asked .

Yack for a study session, and the
trio got together with a Western
Wayne County NAACP repre-
sentative to discuss the issue.
u,What the township came up
with was a Human Relations
Commission, similar to Livonia’s

; ordinance” to form the
pission and advertised for

cpmmission, Whlch was launched .

volunteer applicants. Two weeks
ago, 11 applicants were invited
to the commission’s first meet-
ing, and Tuesday, nine came to
meet one another.

Of the 11 members, five are of
ethnie minorities, and half are
women. They come from many
walks of life, from the clergy to
education to Fnend of the Court

< office.

The commission’s township
representative, Daniel Durack,
director, administrative and

»

community services, said the
group is representative of Can-

ton, as most are new to the area.

The commission’s members

have lived in Canton ‘anywhere.

from five months to hore than
20 years.

Most said they were drawn to
the commission out of a desire to
serve and give back to the com-
munity.

- Muriel Burrell said she saw
the application around election
time, and felt inspired to serve
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NEWBURGH PLAZA 387205 W. SIX MILE at NEWBURGH 734.591.8244
HOURS: MONDAY THRU FRIDAY 10-8 SATURDAY 10-6

further reductions

winter sale!

%O

original prices on all winter fashions
for men and women

%

INTERIM MARKDOWNS HAVE BEEN TAKEN NO ADJUSTMENTS TO PRIOR PURCHASES
ALTERATIONS AT COST SORRY, NO LAYAWAYS HURRY IN FOR BEST SELECTION

SPRING 2001 GOLF AND CRUISEWEAR ARRIVING DAILY

IMMEDIATE SALES POSITIONS AVAILABLE

FULL AND PART TIME SALES POSITIONS NOW AVAILABLE
APPLY IN PERSON - MONDAY thru FRIDAY - 10am to 7pm

L1023637

2

AT th@ Duwnhnea

W e Weba

42517 Ford Road ¢ Canton

Just West of Lilley Road

- In the Canton Corners Shoppmg Center

734-844-8857

Open Mon.- Fri. 10-8; Sat. 10-5; Sun. noon-4 .o
Good at Canton Location Only- In-Stock Only+All Sales Are Final & Not Returnable'l‘lo Speclal Orders & Hot All Sizes |

dt Avuble-HotValldwlthO Vil

_ £
{Canton Gorners

=T
3
4
§
5
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Sheldon Road

11622566

the commu-
nity.

“I read
about it,”
she said of
local govern-
ment. “But I
decided I
need to par-
ticipate in
the process.”

The com-
migsion’s
chairwom-
an, Monika
Dua, said
she also felt
inspired
partly
because of
the timing,
near elec-
tions. Dua
has a profes-
sional back-
ground in
human rela-
tions, but
said she’s
never used-
the skills in a
public service environment, and
is eager to do so.

Many expressed concern over
the community’s youth.

Mary Manger-Lehnert, park
operations manager for Comeri-
ca Park, said she was interested
in serving because she’s wit-
nessed firsthand the way people

Bands battle
on Friday

Youth Empowerment Source

sponsors a Battle of the Bands -

Friday from 8 to 11 p.m. in the
cafeteria at Plymouth Salem
High School.

Approximately a half-dozen
bands will take part in the bat-
tle. Tickets cost $3 and will be
available at the door.

of all backgrounds interact.

“It’s been an eye-opening expe-
rience, the way people getting
along,” she said. “I would also
like to see what we’re doing in
the schools....Kids are not learn-
ing tolerance in the schools the
way they should.”

The Rev. Mark Moore echoed

STAFF PHOTO BY PAUL HURSCHMANN

At program: Canton Supervisor Tom Yack (center) and trustee Phil
LaJoy (left) during a lighter moment at Monday’s Service of Racial
Unity at Geneva Presbyterian Church.

Lehnert’s statement, saying, -

“There’s a real lack of interest in
our youth. They don’t care about
government. They don’t care
about the issues. And they have
very httle tolerance for others
views.”

ENTER TO WINXI
TWO 2001 POLARIS 550 SUPERSPORT
SNOWMOBILES & TRAILER!

No purchase necessary. Restrictions apply. See sfore for details. Enter to win at any Cellular & More location.
One entry per person, per store, per day. Entries due 01/31/2001. One winner will be chosen and
contacted by phone and mail on 02/07/2001.

Talk About The Spirit of Sharing.

With SharePlan from Verizon Wireless

MINUTES
600 weekday

Want More Minutes?
Here You Go.

3600

3000 -night & weekend

_Fn00ight & vekend
55 099 Two Free Digitat Phones
Need more phones? Get up to 2 more digital phones for FREE.
MONTHLY ACCESS

HOURS
MON-FRI  10AM-6PM
SATURDAY 10AM-4PM
SUNDAY CLOSED

wam» it
( Gl veth care 'T
\’GWV'I’QM

Simple. Affordable. National.

e

1,800 Minutes for just
$39.99 Monthly Access

1,500 Night & Weekend minutes | 300 Weekday Minutes

FREE LONG DISTANCE

{after 350 mail-in rebate par phone}
Just $x0 par month per line.

All with new 2-year service agreements -

LIVONIA
33833 Plymouth Rd.

LWV, of rammlgtuh nu

(734) 266-2300

CANTON

44011 Ford Rd.
(3 Blks. E. of Sheldon.)

(734) 981-7440
Joinin.

\/ Verl&nwrreless

Platinum Agent

Subject to terms of Gellular Service Agreement & Price Plans. Airime charges apply. 2 year sarvice agreement extension required on existing line; 2 year agre€mant on new lings. -
$150 early termination fee. Raquires cradit approval. Cannot be combined with other offers. Digital service not available in all areas: CDMA phone required, Usage rounded to ekt
full minute. Unused allowances lost. Phone may vary by location. Al calis subject to taxes, toll, & other charges. Free fong distance originates in home calling area. Weekda

} 6 am - 10pm M-F; Nights and Weekends 10 pm - 6 am M-F including all day Sat. & Sun. Limited time offer. Audiovox Is a registered trademark of Audiovox Commu i
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Li brary from page A?

began in January 2000 and is
moving along as scheduled,
Tabor said.

‘Most of the changes were driv-
en by customer services ideas,
,she explained.

The hbrary will be much larg-
er - growing from 31,000 to
53,000 square feet. One portion
«of the expansion that has gener-
ated excitement since it was
:completed in October is the Chil-
‘dren’s Library, which expanded
from about 6,000 square feet to
:9,600 square feet
. Egquipped with a Cyber Kids
‘room, 14 computers, 11 of which
-are designated for games, the
-Children’s Library was awarded
‘the Library of the Future Award

“four years ago and continues to
‘live up to the honor.

The Children’s Library
-brought back its puppet stage
and created areas for play and
quiet reading.

“We’re trying to make the
library so welcoming they’ll
always remember it and want to
come back,” Tabor said.

Tabor said the same idea
applies in the new Teen Room as
well,. Outfitted with comfortable
furniture in bright colors and
color-wrapped fluorescent lights,
it’s as much a place to hang out
with friends as it is to read.

“We’re really committed to
providing services to the teens to
keep them coming so they don’t

- just go away and not come back
- until they’re adults,” Tabor said.
The Teen Room will have

[ | ‘We re teally trying to appeal to evetybody in

the family.’

~Jean Tabor,

Canton Public Library executive director

eight computers, four of which
are dedicated to Internet use,
and the other four for games and
Internet use.

“They’re certainly welcome to

- study in here,” said Tabor. “But

it’s the kind of room where they
can just get comfortable and
hang out with their friends.”

Tabor explained the library is
as much a community as a
library.

“We're really trying to appeal
to everybody in the family,”
Tabor said. She recalled a family
that visited recently. The chil-
dren were tugging at their par-
ents’ sleeves, pleading to return
to the Children’s Library.

The parents explained to their
children that fair is fair, saying,
“Not yet. We went with you to
see your new library. You have
to come with us to see our new
library.”

The adult library will be
equipped with new furniture
and much more space., One of
the community requests has
been to add group study rooms.
The new library will have three
of them, for groups of four to
groups of eight.

Visitors will notice a sunny
difference in the rest of the adult

CAMPUS NOTES

The following students from
"Canton have earned a spot on
‘the fall Dean’s List at School-
craft College: .

Atsuko Akimoto, Demse June
-Alcodray, Lisa Samir Ansara,
.Nicholas Alan Anselm, Shabana
‘Arshad, Sumrina Ateequi,
:Vesna. Trpevski Avramoski,
Tina Sandy Balan, Michele
Mary Baldori, Kevin Richard
Balko, Rebecca Lynn Baloga,
'Rebecca Lynn Baugh, Kenneth
Patrick Bazman, Lois Ann Beer-
baum, Jennifer Marie Berczel,
Zarana D. Bhagat, Ryan Alexan-
der Bidwell, Chanmanee Biggar,
Steven Michael Black, Lucinda
Raye Blake, Staci Rae Boos,
Dawn Nicole Bourbeau, Laura
Anne Breish, Michele Ann
Brodish- Mog, Kristin Alexis
Bronkhorst, Joanne M. Canale,
Heather Dawn Caudle, Court-
ney Lynn Ceci, Pauline Cedillos,
‘Reid Henry -Chakrabarty, Debo-
rah Lynn Chupa, Mark Alan
Coates, Andrea Lynn Corpolon-
.go, Amanda Julianna Cox, Lydia
‘Marie Crisanti, Jennifer Lynn
'Cross, Michael Dale Cummings
‘and Christopher John Curd.
-Algo, Jason Michael Darow,
Stephen Oneil Davis, Jennifer
‘Marie Delcore, Jade E. Denner,
‘Hiral Mahadev Desai, Jennifer
‘L. Dillon, Jennifer Renee Diste-
-fano, Christy Ann Donaldson,
.Sarah Catherine Dowd, Melissa
.Joy Duckworth, John Patrick
‘Duggan, Stacy Dumas, Jennifer
‘Evelynn Dyke, Victoria Ann
.Emmons, Jeremy Steven Epp-
ley, Deborah Ann Esper,
"Michelle Eileen Falardeau,
‘Marie Louise Farlough, Peter
-Lewis Faust, Stacey Lynn Fen-
ton, Melissa Joy Ferrell,
.Matthew Alan Fitchett, Sara
:Catherine Fraser, Amy Dawn
‘Frysinger, Carrie Lee Garcia,
-Leesa Jill Gaydos, Mary Coven
-Ghrist, Sara Denise Glasgow,
:Karen Ann Gonciarz, Patrick
*James Gray, Geraldine Ann
~Guzik, Rashad Wael Hamoudeh,
Kristin Marie Harcourt,
“Suleiman Nabil Hawatmeh,
*Tiehua He-Liss, Michael Allan
- Hein, Janice Eileen Hill, Nancy

E. Hill, Kimberly Marie Hol-

comb, Kristopher J. Hornick,
and Sandra 8. Hornkohl.

library, with the addition of
numerous large windows. -
Tabor said two additions that

she thinks are particularly excit-

ing are the new Internet lab and
the used book store, Secondhand
Prose.

The laboratory’s 24 computers
-will be open to adults about 80

percent of the time, and will be

reserved for classes and trainin’g
the rest of the time.

The brand new copy room is
also near completion.

Tabor calls the area a “totally
new concept.” The room features

fax, network printing, word pro-

cessors and copiers, and is
staffed at all times.

“It’s really geared to customer

service,” Tabor said.

Tabor said she appreciates the
public’s patience during the ren-
ovation project. Recognizing
their frustration, Tabor said she
and the rest of the staff, volun-
teers and department heads will
take turns serving as greeters at
the front door, to assist patrons
who aren’t quite sure where
they’re going.

Patrons aren’t the only ones
who have had to be patient dur-
ing the project. Tabor said her
staff of about 100 has been tak-
ing it'all in stride.

' The Friends of the Canton
Labrary’s Morale Committee has
helped the cause, she added.

Recognizing that living through '

a renovation can be a stressful
experience, the committee has

occasionally brought the staff .

treats, has had drawings for
prizes and generally tries to rec-

"ognize the staff’s good nature

during a stressful period.
.- The changes haven’t gotten

Tabor pulling her hair out,
though.

“It’s new and different,”
said with a smile. “And I can

watch it happening. It’s very
exciting.”
The library will close for a cou-

’ Attractions

y
3¢

she

WINTER
SIDEWALK
SALE

ple of weeks, begmnmg Feb. 19, ’

and will reopen on March 3.

“We've been really committed
to staying open through this

whole process,” she.said, adding"

the library has only closed three

days dunng the renovation. >

Family

In the Food Court 8am - 2pm.

JAN Save on all the latest Fashions
26-28 from your Favorite Stores.
N Livonia Family YMCA presenis |
| Y THE INDIAN PRINCESSES |
%) " PINEWOOD DERBY

A 5 T T, A AL

WONDERLAND

THE WHO WHAT WHY WHEN WHERE MALL
Hours: Monday - Saturday 10 - 9, Sunday 11 - 6

Plymouth & Middliebelt Roads, Livonia

734-522-4100

www.hewwonderlandmatl.com

Tree-lined streets. o
Lawn sprinklers making ralnbcws in. the late
afternoon sun. The community gathered for its
annual festival. Cheering for the home team as

they make the winning touchdown. Calls of
nelghborhood kids playing until dark. The guy
next door who quletly shovels your walk Taking
the KIdS for ice cream

®

L<T™

Hometown.

our hometown classifieds bring people together
In another speclal way. They're there when you're
looking for a bargain. And they're there when you
want to sell something you no longer need.

You'll also find our classifieds online, anytime, at
our web site: eonlmg com

Use this super marketplace to reach people who
are a whole lot closer to home!

@hbserver 35 Ecceniric

CL# ffj’ffiSSI FIEDS

Part of HomsTown Commumcatlons NetworkTM

oe nlme. com

Wayne County 734-591 -0900 e Oakland County: 248-644-1 070
Rochester- 248-852-3222 o CIarkston/Lake Orion /Waterford: 248-475-4596



http://www.newwonderiandmall.com

AB(C)

The Observer & Eccentric/ THURSDAY, JANUARY 18, 2001

Gracious living, Security and
Companionship

Designed exclusively for Seniors 55 or older.
American House offers elegant,

large efficiency and 1 bedroom
apartments with lots of luxuries included.

nmemcnn
HOUSE

SENIOR LIVING RESIDENCES

Open House
Sun., January 21
1pm. - b p.m.

~

¢ * Noon and evening meals in our beautiful dining room
# * Complimentary van transportation
8§ * Activity Director with full social programs
g * Daily continental breakfast
Personal Care Services

Available Upon Request

* 24-hour emergency response

* Beauty and barber shops

* Emergency pull-cords in each bedroom and bath
* Small pets welcome

Need transportation to visit any of our communities? Give us a
call. We'll pick you up and take you home after your visit.

Northv;lle
42000 7 Mile Rd.
Northville, MI 48167

(248) 449-1480

Livonia II
11525 Farmingron Rd.
Livonia, MI 48150

(734) 425-3050

Livonia
14265 Middlebelt Rd.
Livonia, MI 48154

(34) 2612884

vzeseotg

EVOLUTION AS FACT. BUT DOES IT REALLY
STAND UP TO SCRUTINY? YOU BE THE JUDGE.

At a special seminar, Phillip Johnson, author of the highly acclaimed
book Darwin on Trial, will summarize his case against evolution and

P-CEP pompon contingent

will march on Washington

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER
tbruscato@oe.homecomm,net

The Plymouth and Canton
communities will be well-repre-
sented in president-elect George
Bush’s inaugural parade this
Saturday in Washington, D.C.

Eleven pompon students from
the Canton High School
Chiefettes and Salem High
School Rockettes will be among
the 87 members of the Mid
American Pompon All Star Team
to march in the parade.

“Because of the presidential

recount, we weren’t notified
until Dec. 28 that we were
selected, so we had to put
together our plans quickly,” said
Karen Blazaitis, president of the
Mid American Pompon in Farm-
ington Hills. “We sent them pic-
tures, a videotape of our routine,
and it didn’t hurt that we had
been ’chere the past two inaugu-
rations.”

The members of the all star
team are selected during the
Mid American Pompon summer
camp at Central Michigan Uni-
versity. More than 450 high
school sophomores, juniors and
seniors from Michigan, Illinois
and Indiana competed to become
part of the 200-member team.

CANTON 6

Ford Rd 1Mijle W. of |-275, 981-1860
00 Family Twilight 4-6pm dall
$4.73 Kids & Seniors all shows
$5.00 DAILY Matiness til 4pm

$5.78 with Student 1D ]

1$5.75 Late Shows Frl & Sat g TARNHHIIN
© No Passes DIGITAL STEREO:

Unlimited Free Drink & .26¢ Corn Refllls

MOVIE GUIDKE

© DOUBLE TAKE (PG-13)
2:10, 2:20, 5:00, 7:00, 2:00
€ SAVE THE LAST DAKCE (PG-13)
45, 4:20, 6:45, 9:10
WHAT wnmzu \\MNT (PG-13)
i 1:40, 4:10, 6:50, 9:20

CASTAWAY (PG-13)
ha{ 12:00, 3:00, 6:30, 9:20
s 1SS ‘CONGENIALITY (PG-13)
s 11 50, 2:10, 430, 7:15, 8:30
EMPEROR'S NEW GROOVE (G)
1:10, 2:50, 4:45, 7:30
VERTICAL LIMIT (PG-13) 9:15

———— i —— i - - e

COUPON
FiREE

Bag of Buttery Popcor
k__gus FREE WITH mts AD
et

flower holders that arrangers can
use to position and support
flowers in their containers. When .
positioning large masses of |
flowers in baskets and wide-
mouthed vases, flexible chicken
wire is often a good choice. A flat
section of chicken wire carefully
fitted across the mouth of the
container provides a grid that

B Eleven members of
the Chiefettes or Rock-
ettes will travel with
the Mid American Pom-
pon All Star Team to
march in the parade.

‘Blazaitis said team metbers
learn their routines from materi-
als and a videotape sent to them,
and when they get together each
is expected to know what to do.

“We performed the inaugural
parade routine at the Thanks-
giving Day Parade in Detroit,”
said Blazaitis. “When we creat-
ed the choreography in the sum-
mer, it was our intent to use the
same routine for both so we
would be ready.” :

For most of the all star team
members, the opportunity to per-
form in front .of the president is
something they will remember
forever.

“I'm really excited,” said Carol
Liu, 17, a Salem High School
senior from Canton, who is a sec-
ond-time all star. “It’s a once-in-
a-lifetime opportunity to perform
in front of the president and
other dignitaries.”

“It’s awesome,” said Lauren

French, 16, a Canton High
School sophomore from Ply-
mouth Township. “Not everyone
gets the opportunity to see the
president. I've never done any~
thing like this before.”

W While the Mid American
Pompon All Star Team parades
in front of President Bush, a
nationally known Plymouth
group will have to settle for
watching on television.

“We tried to be part of the
inaugural parade, but we didn’t
make inquiries until after Bush
was declared the winner of the
election,” said Fred Hill about
his efforts to get his famous
Briefcase Drill Team in the fes-
tivities. “However, by then it
was too late because they
already had it put together.”

Hill said he enlisted the help

of several news organizations

- and Republican insiders, but to

no avail. He finally reached the
top parade organizer, but it was
difficult getting him a tape in
time. And besides, he’d never
heard of Hill or his troops.
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“We obviously weren’t on his

short list,” said Hill. “But, he

should have known we were -

Republicans. What else would
16 white guys with blue suits
and red ties be?”

— OBITUARIES _

JOHN CLOSE

Services for John Close, 68, of
Plymouth, were held Jan. 13 at
the Schrader-Howell Funeral
Home with the Rev. James
Skimins officiating. Burial was
at Rural Hill Cemetery in
Northville.

Mr. Close was born Sept. 2,
1932 in Detroit and died Jan. 10

in Ann Arbor. He was a local

school teacher before forming a
successful manufacturer’s repre-
sentative firm that marketed
vocational training equipment to
high schools, colleges and techni-
cal training schools across the
Midwest. In 1990 he received
the American Vocational Associ-
ation Award for outstanding
achievement in the vocational
field.

Mr. Clogse was affectionately
known as the “Croakmaster” in
local circles because of his cre-
ation of the National ¥rog Jump-
ing Contest and his unique frog
van that could be seen motoring
through the Plymouth communi-
ty. A fun-loving and enthusias-
tic individual, John once
appeared on the Eli and Denny

Sports Show with his famed frog.

jumping contest.

Mr. Close was a familiar per-
sonality in the community and
was active in the Plymouth Opti-
mist Club throughout the 1960’s
and served as its president at
one point. He coached little
league baseball and basketball

for numerous years from the.

mid-1960s through the early
708,

Survivors include his wife,
Joyce; children, Gary, Sandra,
Tom (Susan) and Laura (Steve)
Tihanyi; and grandchildren,

Schrader-Howell Funeral Home. -

GEORGE JOI'IANNES KORBY, JR.
George Johannes Korby, Jr., of
Novi, was born June 19, 1926 in

Detroit and died Jan. 14 in Novi.
Mr. Korby was a commercial
artist for the advertising firm of
Young and Rubincan in Detroit.
He retired in 1990. He had been
married for 49 years. He came
to the Northville/Novi area.in
1972 from Livonia. He was a
veteran of the U.S. Navy (Sea-

man First Class) during World

War II. He enjoyed hunting deer

and skeet shooting. He also

enjoyed traveling to Florida for
vacations.

He was preceded in death. by
his wife, Willie Joyce Korby.

Survivors include his daugh-
ter, Cynthia Moss of North Las
Vegas, Nev.; his son, George J.
Korby III of Novi; and three
grandchildren.

Memorials may be given to the
Karmanos Cancer [nstitute.

Arrangements made by
Schrader-Howell Funeral Home.

THERESE S. PATTWELL

Services for Therese S. Pat-
twell, 73, of Northville, were
held Jan. 18 at Our Lady of Vie-
tory Church in Northville with
the Rev. Steven Wertanen offici-
ating. Burial was at Holy Sepul-
chre Cemetery in Southfield.

Mrs. Pattwell was born April
28, 1927 in Quebec, Canada, and
died January 14 in Northville.
She was a retired long distance
operator with AT&T. She lived
in the Northville area since
1968. She was a member of Our
Lady of Victory Church.

Survivors include her hus-
band, John Pattwell; son,

| Michael (Beth) Pattwell of Troy;.

gson, Paul (Kim) Pattwell of

Pmckney, and son, John (Laura)

Pattwell of Whitmore Lake;

brother, Charles Paradis of

American Cancer Society-Great

Lakes Division, 29350 Southfield

Rd., Suite 110, Southﬁeld MI
48076

Who.i

Elmer and why is'

»by Steve Mansfield John, Joyce, Andrew, Maggie, | ,akeland; sister, Denise
. Sarah, Joseph and Jacqueline. Kruszewski of Perrysburg, Ohio;
o ' HOLDING ' All\'{;emonals]r)nay be Izade totthe and sister, Louise Richter of
: : e ' : o zheimer’s Disease Association | South Lyon: and f sndchil-
MANY ACCEPT DARWIN’S THEORY OF PATTERNS | Aimsrs Dis Sou yons and four randons
' There are a number of different Arrangements made by |  Memorials may be made to the

he smiling?

He’s Elmer Throckmortion,
and he’s just been told he'll
get a FREE small cheese
pizza with his Classified ad.
You can, too. .

then open himself up to cross-examination by the audience -
including the science professors we've invited to attend.

supports and separates stems.
Floral foam is best suited to
shallow containers holding short-
stemmed flowers. Simply cut it to
the desired shape, submerge it in
water, and wedge it into the
container. Insert flower stems
carefully from the bottom.
Finally, pin holders, with pin-like
spikes set into a heavy base, are
used in lkebana ‘to stabilize
flowers in flat, shallow dishes.

Dr. Phillip Johnson has been a law professor at the University of
California at Berkeley for over 30 years. He is a graduate of Harvard
and the University of Chicago. He was a law clerk for Chief Justice
Ear] Warren of the United States Supreme Court.

STORAGE USA
-NOTICE
" Notice is hereby given that on FEBRUARY 13, 2001. LeRoy Elfrank -
Auctioneers, Executive Administrator for‘Storage USA will be offering for
sale under the Judicial Lein process, by pubhc auction, the following
storage units: i

For mmore tips. on flower
arrangement; and the Dbest
service in town, come visit us at
HEIDE'S FLOWERS & GIFTS,

at 995 W. Ann Arbor Trail,
Plymouth. We love to share our

Free and open to the pubiic
Wednesday, January 24

o - . N
: 7:00 PM knowledge with our customers, Unit D157, Rhonda Knight - Office Items, Furmture, Boxes, Plastic Bags,
W g C S0 call us at Stage Lxghtmg, Misc. Ttems. .
ARD HURCK 4_52‘5140» or gotu Caf: Unit E181, Angela R. Hayes -Furniture, Lamp, Rubbermaid Totes, Dolly,
aam P : Vist our - websilie a Clothing, Misc. Househiold Items.
, QSIX Mﬁe R%é www.l';ﬁldsﬂowers.com. we are Unit 1325, Ronald McCall - Boxes, Garden Hose and. Roller, Fumlture,
.NOtt’hVine, Mi open Mon. - Sat., and worldwide Ladder, Lamp, Misc. Household Items.

wire service is available. - Since
1899, we have been dedicated to
providing quality and service to
our community. Look for our next
article in two weeks.

HINT: lkebana is the Japanese
art of flower arranging.

“Unit K403, Earnest Smith - CO2 and 02 Tanks, Propane and Helium |
Tanks, Tools, Buckets, Blankets, Tarps, Fish Tank, Many Boxes. |
The terms of the sale will be cash only. Storage USA reserves the right to |
refuse any and all bids. The sale will be held at the following location, 6729 -
Canton Center Rd., Canton, MI 48187 and will begin at 12:00 p.m. and
continue until all units are sold. -

Publish: January 11 and 18, 2001

At Six and Haggerty, behind the Barnes and Noble Shopping Center
Questions? Call (248) 374-5937.

L1021536 Lt082480
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http://www.heidsflowers.com
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Hurley Coleman appointed

STAFF PHOTO BY PAUL HURSCHMANN

Taking charge: Newly elected Speaker of the Michigan House of Representatives
Rick Johnson, R-Traverse City, addresses the 91st Congress Jan. 10 in Lansing.

Michigan legislators promise
bipartisan approach this term

BY MIiKE MALOTT
HOMETOWN NEWS SERVICE
mmalott@homecomm.net

House leaders promised a new
spirit of bipartisan cooperation
“in Lansing as they presided over
opening day ceremonies in the
Legislature Jan. 10.

“We say that every year, don’t
we,” Rep. Laura Toy, R-Livonia,
admitted. But there may indeed
be some reason to think that it
could actually come true this
time. )

Newly elected Speaker of the
House Rick Johnson, R-LeRoy,
has a reputation as a “consensus
builder,” Toy said. That is a label
given him by many in Lansing.

“Besides, this is the second
time Republicans have been in
the majority,” Rep. Mike Kowall,
R-White Lake, said. “It took a
while for some on the other side
of the aisle to get used to who
was in the majority — it took us a
while to get used to being in the
majority — and to get over the
friction that change is going to
cause.”

Additionally, Johnson and
newly elected House Minority
Leader Kwame Kilpatrick, D-
Detroit, have worked together in
the past, as a result of their posi-
tions on the transportation com-
mittee in the last session, and
get along quite well.

“l don’t think it is healthy for
us to conduct the people’s busi-
ness with an invisible partition
between us,” Johnson said in an
acceptance speech following his
official election as the new
Speaker of the House Wednes-
day. “I pledge to be inclusive - in
my thinking, in my appoint-
ments and in my willingness to
listen. Those of you who sit on
the other side of the aisle, while
I won’t always agree with you, I
respect you and value of your
input. Let me be clear: You can
play a key role in passing laws
that benefit the residents of
Michigan.”

“Rick is a person that I think
will change the focus of the
House,” said Kilpatrick in a
speech seconding Johnson’s nom-
ination for the post. “A shift from
the partisan politics and the par-
tisan bickering that has frag-
mented this institution over the

All estates in excess of $15,000 must go through the
probate process. If you’ll have assets worth over
$100,000, including your home, you owe it to your
famnily and yourself to learn the facts about living trusts.

A will alone GUARANTEES that your estate will go
through the pain and cost of probate. Probate court will
take an average of nine months AND COULD TAKE

last two years to a place where
we find common interests, com-
mon goals, common ideas.”

If successful in creating a
bipartisan atmosphere, lawmak-
ers believe there will be a differ-

_ence in the legislation coming

out of Lansing. Kowall predicted
that more Democratic proposals
would be taken up and passed
this year. “Not a lot from the
Democratic side progressed last
year,” he said.

Kilpatrick would agree. He
said a change would be needed
to address the concerns of “the
new electorate, it’s not the same
old electorate, it is much more
suburban.”

He predlcted lawmakers would
take up issues intended to “cre-
ate more livable communities
and dealing with smart growth.”

At week’s end, Republican law-
makers gathered in Holland for
a two-day retreat, intended to let
GOP members get to know the
seven new members of their cau-
cus, settle committee assign-
ments, and set the party’s agen-
da for the year. Democrats have
already held such a gathering.

Quality of life issues and edu-
cation are likely to top the agen-
da. Lawmakers have already
been asked to submit their prior-
ities to the leadership for consid-
eration. And such issues

appeared on a number of law-
maker’s lists.

Rep. Andrew Raczkowski, R-
Farmington Hills, also had edu-
cation and taxes on his list. He
also wants to make it easier for
foster parents to adopt young-
sters in Michigan. He said he is
hoping to propose tax credits
that would encourage venture
capitalists to make more loans to
startup businesses in Michigan.

Land use issues and urban
sprawl were at the top of
Kowall’s list. Also among his pri-
orities were education, tax cuts
and redevelopment of brown-
fields.

Toy said she would like to
revisit the issue of prescription
coverage for senior citizens, giv-
ing them even more help that
was enacted late last year. She
said she wants to make state
government more “user friendly”
as well. Campaign finance
reform is also on her list.

Toy further said she would like
to address the issue of term lim-
its, not altering the limits them-
selves, but considering whether
representatives should have
terms of only two years or if
those terms should be length-
ened.

Kilpatrick said quality of life
issues would top the Democratic
agenda.

JULIE'S
BRIDAL lMPORTS

OF PLYMOUTH
PRESENTS

THE
SPRING 2001 COLLECTION’ |

FROM

ST. PUCCHI

TIMELESS IN ELEGANCE AND BEAUTY...
RAN! OF ST. PUCCHI COMBINES THE FINEST THAI SILK AND
THE MOST EXQUISITE HAND EMBROIDERY IN ALL HER DESIGNS.

FRI., JAN.19th 10-6 & SAT.,, JAN 20th 10-5

APPOINTMENTS ARE RECOMMENDED

~JULIE'S.BRIDAL IMPORTS... ... |

570 S. Main, Plymouth, Ml (734) 455-1100

Free “Living Trust” Seminar
Give Your Family the Gift of Avoiding Probate

Estate taxes run from 37% to 55% of your gross estate
(for estates of over $675,000).

ALL OF THIS CAN BE AVOIDED WITH
PROPER ESTATE PLANNING.

A LIVING TRUST AVOIDS PROBATE, thus
eliminating the pain and cost of probate. In addition, a

assistant county executive

BY RICHARD PEARL
STAFF WRITER
rpeari@oe.homecomm.net

Hurley C. Coleman, former
Wayne County parks system
director, is a bit in awe of his
new appointment as assistant
county executive for strategic

planning and program develop-

ment.

“T've been in parks my whole
career, and for people to think
you can do more than what
they've seen you do is a real vote
of confidence,” said Coleman,
whose appointment to the newly
created position was announced
recently by Wayne County Exec-
utive Edward H. McNamara.

The county CEO charged Cole-
man with the responsibility to
provide “an intensified commit-
ment to excellence in every area
of county government.”

Coleman, 47, who came to the
county parks department from
his native Saginaw in 1989, said
he is looking forward to working
with all county departments in
developing and refining pro-
grams “to ensure that Wayne
County services are being pro-
vided at the highest possible
level.”

McNamara said Coleman’s
new job includes overseeing the
county parks’ capital improve-
ment program and working with
local, state and national organi-
zations to build “a better link
between the communities and
Wayne County.”

Larry Fitch of Trenton, the
parks department executive
director under Coleman, has
been named to succeed Coleman
as director.

Coleman’s appointment, which

Hurley Coleman

began Jdan. 2, is part of McNa-
mara’s effort to fill the void cre-
ated by the departure of former
Deputy CEO Michael E. Duggan,
who was involved in “so many
different areas,” Coleman noted.

Former Assistant County CEO
Mary Zuckerman earlier was
named to succeed Duggan, who
was elected county prosecuting
attorney.

Coleman said McNamara
“looked at the things considered
to be my strengths” and created
a role for them.

“You have to be able to look at
things that aren’t there and see
them,” said Coleman, “and it’s
exciting that Ed McNamara
thinks I can do that on an execu-
tive level.

“It’s an unbelievable opportu-
nity to be offered from a person
that I have as much respect for

LIVONIA REDFORD WESTLAND DEARBORN DEARBORN HTS.
Tucsday, January 23, 2001 Wednesday, January 24, 200F  Tuesday, January 340 2000 Wednesday, January 302000 Thursdio, Febeoary 12001
7:00 p.m.-8:30 p.m. 2:00 p.m.-3:30 p.m. H0:00 a3 1:30 am. 200 pune-3:30 pam, SO0 paneSSE o,
Livonia Redford District Melvin Bailey Holiday Inn- Cantield
Civic Center Library Public Library Recreation Center Fairlane Community Center
32777 Five Mile Rd. 15150 Norbotne 36651 Ford Rd. 5801 Southfield Service Dr. 1801 N. Beech Daly |
(South side of Five Mile (Beech Daly and (Between Newburgh and (On corner of Southfieid (Between Cherry Hill -
and Bast of Farmington) Five Mile) Wayne Rd.) and Ford Rd.) and Ford Rd.) . :
Refrashments will be served  Refreshments will be served Refmbmem: will be served  Refreshments will be served  Refveshments will be served
ATTEND ONE OF THESE SEMINARS AND YOU'LL RECEIVE A FREE, ONE-HOUR, PRIVATE CONSULTATION TO
ANSWER ANY QUESTIONS YOU HAVE ABOUT SETTING UP YOUR PERSONAL LIVING TRUST (8200 VALUE)

as Ed McNamara,” he added. j

Coleman also thanked hle
“many great partners” in munici- ¢
palities across the county “who |
really supported Wayne County ?
Parks.

“I will continue those relatlon— :
ships,” Coleman vowed. i
McNamara said Coleman has |
demonstrated “outstanding orga-
nizational skills and focus” as*
parks director. :

“Hurley Coleman has been the *
driving force in restoring the lus-;
ter to Wayne County Parks,

including helping develop a new ..

waterpark area at Chandler]
Park on Detroit’s east side,”?
McNamara said. ¢

Coleman will report to both
Zuckerman and McNamara:
Chief of Staff Bernard Kil-j
patrick. '

Zuckerman said Coleman “has |
worked closely with community
leaders to develop programs that’
work for the communities a
their residents. His expertis
will help other county depari:
ments bring 1mpr0ved services tOs
our residents.”

Lo

Coleman also serves as -
Wayne County drain commis
sioner, is a member of the-
National Forum for Black Publicg
Administrators and is past-presi
dent of the Michigan Recreatio
and Parks Association. o

He holds a bachelor’s degreef
from Eastern Michigan Un1vers1~
ty in community recreation’
administration, with minors in:
business administration and:
speech and communication. -

Coleman, wife Sandra an
their three children live in
Detroit. ’

* Your estate will transfer guickly to
your family upon your death,
without the expense of probate.

* Your estate may go through probate,
which could take months or ever
years, and probate fees could be
substantial.

You’ll Find Out What Will Happen With a Living Trust...

¢ If you're married and your estate is
worth less than $1.35 million, there
may be no federal estate taxes to pay.

You'li Find Out What Will Happen Without a Living Trust (even if you have a will)...

» If you're married and your estate is
ovet $675,000 net, without proper
planning your family may owe
federal estate taxes of 37%-55%.

Sponsored by: Law Ofﬁce of Jeffrey R. Saunders. Attorney Jeffrey R. Saunders
speaks to area residents about living trusts and proper estate planning. Mr. Saunders
has practiced law for over a decade and his practice focuses on estate planning and
elder law. He is a member of the American Academy of Estate Planning Attorneys
and the National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys — and his seminars-on liviag trusts
are said to be “outstanding—clear—ynderstandable.”

Seating is Limited, So Call 800-954-1717 Now!

(Phanes open 24 hours — Say you want to make veservations for the living trust seminar)

* You'll avoid a conservatorship if you-”,

* If you become incapagitated, ot

R

~

become incapacitated—so your estat
will be run as you see fit.

unable to sign documents, a court™
may assign a CONSErVAtor to tun your-
estate as the cowrt sees fit.

Law Office of

Jettrey R. Saunders

Serving the Metropolitar Detroit Area:

MICHIGAN'S LARGEST

FRI 12-9 « SAT 10-9 « SUN 10-6

FORMER DETROIT BASEBALL STAR

FORMER DETROIT BASEBALL STAR-

l1ving trust protects you during your itfetime according
to your instructions and not a court appointed guardian.

YEARS. During this time your tamily may not be aple
10 take possession of your assets.

The cost of probate (fees, lawyers and such) could Find out how a living trust can protect you and your
deplete your estate by as much a 10% of its value. loved ones at one of the following FREE seminars.

FREE SEMINARS

Westland Livonia Plymouth - Canton
‘Wed., Jan, 24th - 6 pm Thurs., Jan. 25 - 6 pm Mon., Jan 29th - 6 pm Tues., Jan. 30th - 6 pm
Westtand Library Carl Sandburg Public Library Arts Council Building 4600 Summit on the Park
6123 Central City Parkway " 30100 W. 7 Mile 774 N. Sheldon Ash Room
{Between Newburgh/Wayne) (north side of street) {off of M-14) ‘ (between Cherry HilMich. Ave.)
| When you attend one of these seminars, I COFFEE & COOKIES SERVED
i yowll receive a i All Seminars are continued unt(lil all
FREE 1-HOUR CONSULTATION your questions are answere
I I CALL TOLL FREE to RESERVE YOUR SEAT

I with an attorney (worth $160)...s0 you can find
out how a living trust will benefit you.

o how 2 g o e 1-877-528-3100

Dennis P, O’ Neill, Attorney and estate counselor, presenting YOUR “NEIGHBORHOOD FAMILY LEGAL CENTER”

11022508

JOHN WOCKENFUSS

BEN OGLIVIE

SATURDAY, JANUARY 20TH
12:00 PM - 2:00 PM
FREE AUTOGRAPHS

HOCKEY HALL OF FAMER

GERRY CHEEVERS

SUNDAY, JANUARY 218T
2:00 PM - 4:00 PM
$12.00 ANY ITEM

ibraltar

TRADE CENTER, INC.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 20TH |
3:00 PM - 5:00PM -
$5.00 ANY ITEM

M| 4-TIME STANLEY CUP CHAMP

BOBBY BAUN

SUN., JAN. 21ST * 1PM - 3PM
Signing his New Book “Lowering The Boom”
$20 SIGNED BOOK ¢ $10 SIGNED 8X10

$5 YOUR ITEM

Lio2arat

1-75 & EUREKA RD.
(EXIT 36) TAYLOR

734-287-2000
GIBRALTARTRADE.COM

FRIDAY ADMISSION [§

WITH THIS COUPON
FRIDAY, JAN. 19TH ONLY  OF

reirria

b
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Renovatlons at townshlp
done with public in mind

You shouldn’t judge a book by its
cover, the old saying goes. And in Can-
ton, that’s been particularly true when it
comes to the township administration
building.

Poorly designed but adequate when
first built a quarter-century ago, even its
supporters agree the three-story, earth-
toned complex on Canton Center Road
has aged less than gracefully. It’s not so
much a question of maintenance or even
its somewhat dated appearance. Rather,
Canton’s explosive growth of the last two
decades — and the full services residents
have come to expect from community
leaders — are responsible for the civic
center not meeting current expectations.

We're glad to see that’s about to
change - and in a big way.

The township board last week
approved some $500,000 in expansion
and renova-
tion work for

canton has been 22& luftlt; ttrl;e
more than willing ;. v.i14-
to spend money ing, the
when it comes to 2 dbsl 2 ::f;xt;

H ubli
imp roying the qua":' gepartment
ty of life for its resi- and  the
dents. department
of  public
works build-
ing on Shel-
don Road.
The funds

are coming

out of those’

already budgeted and won’t require a tax
increase, bond issue or any other
approval from voters.

Reconfiguring and updating the
administration building, at a cost of
$350,000, tops the list of projects.
Expandmg the parkmg lot, at a cost of
$138,837, is another major offort.

- Now, don’t get us wrong. The exterior —
done .in that no-frills government style
reminiscent of a public works project
(which in fact it was) — won’t end up
looking like the Summit. But the interior
facelift should make the township offices
and public areas more user-friendly,
which is what counts when you're talking
abbut the buildipg’s main purpose — serv-

ing Canton residents.

In that area, we note that winning
architectural bidder TMP Associates
won’t exactly have it easy. To begin with,
the building’s current layout basically
asks residents who are coming in to pay
taxes or visit the township clerk to use
the back door. That’s hardly the most
inviting or efficient way to treat your
customers.

But that’s where the parking lot is.

Then there’s the fact that the elevator
and stairs to the upper floors, where the
planning department and supervisor’s
offices are, can be easily missed on the
way to the information desk. Unfamiliar
visitors must often backtrack to reach
the people they came to see.

Those are the problems that occur
most frequently during daytime hours.
At night, when there may be several
meetings going on in the first-floor board
toom and in lower level meeting rooms,
parking anywhere near the building
becomes a paramount issue.

Other projects this year will include
new carpeting in the records bureau at
the public safety department to match
the building addition completed two
years ago; and expansion of the 20-year-
‘old DPW building. That building current-
1y houses 32 employees and 40 vehicles,
a four-fold increase from 1980.

A half-million is a lot of cash to be.

throwing into an old complex. But Can-
ton has been more than willing to spend
money when it comes to improving the
quality of life for its residents and The
Observer sees the administration build-

" ing renovations as fitting into that mold.

We take Supervisor Tom Yack at his

word when he says these improvements .

should serve the community for the next
20 years.

Since the administration building went
up in the mid-1970s, the township has
added a library (1988), the Summit
(1995) and a new fire headquarters
(1999) to the civic center. The township
has grown from 54,000 residents in 1980
to something over 75,000 today. '

- Updating the administration building
not only makes sense, it’s the best avail-
able option te accommodate the current
and future needs of Canton residents.

Airport bidding process
must be fair and open

Michael Conway, director of external
affairs for Wayne County Airports, said
last week that the county would welcome
a grand jury investigation into the han-
dling of construction contracts at the air-
port

He said charges leveled by John Wyke,

a Southgate subcontractor, that the coun-
ty paid an extra $9 million to a contrac-
tor. for lights and signage even though
theé project came in two years late are
baged on a mlsunderstandmg of the facts.
Wyke s call for a grand jury investigation
is the latest in a number of complaints
about how the county handles contracts
for the airport. The complaints have led
to ‘an investigation of airport operations
by-the state Legislature.

Conway counters Wyke’s charges by
saying the extra payment, over the origi-
nal $11 million bid, was to meet a Feder- -
al Aviation Administration deadline and
to satisfy an FAA change in standards
for signage. He also questions Wyke’s
contentmn that the extra costs were paid

Lwr & - T 1A
- <F LOEPEYOTR. i¢ Said alr rport construc

tion is paid by funds raised from airlines
and passengers. He also argues that
there were no 1rregulant1es in the han-
dhng of the contract since it didn’t
require approval by the county commis-
sxon

Fallmg as it does after the other com-
plaints about airport contracts and
ﬁnancmg, Wryke’s charges raise serious
questions about the transparency of what
should be public business. While not

questioning Conway’s explanations, we

do question why it will take a grand jury
hearing to explain what should be public
information.

If contracts involving millions of dol-
lars of public money (whether raised
through taxes or through fees which are

quasi-taxes) are regularly engaged with-
out legislative oversight, then maybe it’s
well past time that the county commis-
sion take action to bring these contracts

under their authority. (The commission-

last week reorganized to create a commit-
tee that will deal with the airports exclu-
gively.)

Executive action has the advantage of
speed, especially when dealing with
building projects. But no government
executive should be allowed to operate
outside of legislative and public scrutiny.

Contracts Involving more than
routine funds should be publicly
bid. Bonuses and large overruns
should be approved by the coun-

ty commission.

The company that formerly operated the
airport parking lots subcontracted to
Executive Ed McNamara’s brother-in-
law, raising the bright red flag of nepo-
tism and creating an all-too-easy target
for McNamara’s critics. Legislative over-
gsight might have prevented such an
embarrassmg situation.

Contracts involving more than routine
funds should be publicly bid. Bonuses
and large overruns should be approved
by the county commission. All contracts
should be open for public inspection.

We wouldn’t.need a grand jury if these
processes had been followed all along.
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B Shameful Top 10

I have been following very closely
the issue of the Martin Luther King
holiday in Canton. Over the past few
months, I have compiled a list of rea-
sons Canton Township will not be
observing Martin Luther King Day.
Sadly, unlike David Letterman’s Top
10, these are real. They are taken
from quotes by Supervisor Tom Yack
and other township board members
either from newspapers or at board
meetings which I attended. As this
list emerged, I began to wonder if this
could really be an accurate representa-
tion of the kind of thinking that goes
into the making of cur public policy. I
hope not. But if it is, don’t we deserve
better leadership than this? .

Reason No. 10 - “It is a township
practice not to celebrate holidays that
honor a single person.” I never heard
of this policy before. Where did it
come from? Ifit is indeed a township
practice, is it really so sacred that it
can’t be changed for a greater good?

Reason No. 9 - “People would not
consider the meaning of the day and
just think of it as a day off.” I find it
amazing that the board believes it
needs to monitor how township
employees spend their days off. Does
this represent the ideals of our democ-
ratic society? Or is it more in keeping
with the way totalitarian governments
view. their citiZens?

Reason No. 8 — “Celebrating Mar-
tin Luther King Day is merely symbol-
ism without substance.” The substan-
tial thing, according to the board, is to
create a Human Relations Commission
which would meet all of four times a
year to try to figure out ways to get
more minorities involved in township
activities like the Liberty Fest.

Reason No. 7 - “The national holi-
day is celebrated on the third Monday
in January, not actually on Martin
Luther King’s birthday.” Could this
possibly be a reason the board sees as
substantial?

Reason No. 8 — “Non-vital townshap
services, like garbage collection, would
have to be postponed for a day.” I
think we would survive.

"~ Reason No. § - “We want to do
what makes sense for our commumty,
not what others would find appropri-
ate.” Our new township motto: ‘Can-
ton for the Cantonites!- -

Reason No. 4 — “Nobody wants a
day off in JANUARY.” Another prime
example of substantial thinking.

Reason No. 3 — “It is too expen-
sive.” According to the board’s own.
estimate, closing township offices and
giving employees a paid day off would
cost approximately $30,000. That
works out to about 40 cents per per-
son, or about .00001” of Canton’s aver-
age family income of $47,009.

‘Reason No. 2 — “Canton doesn’t-
have a significant racial problem.”
Canton is 98 percent white. Why?
Does the lack of true diversity mean
we don’t have a racial problem — or

| that we do?

Reason No. 1 - “It would be exclu-
sive to the many other racial minori-
ties who live in Canton to single out a
black leader to honor in this way.”
Does the board really mean to say that
we can’t honor this nation’s foremost
leader in civil rights for all races
because he is a BLACK man. Ifso, I
shudder at what this implies.

I would like to propose my own top
ten list for why Martin Luther King
Day should be observed in Canton.

Reason No. 10 - It would make

- Canton a more welcoming place for

minorities to live,

Reason No. 9 - It would raise
awareness and understanding of racial
problems both within and outside our

community.

Reason No. 8 — It would provide a
stimulus to do something about those
problems.

Reason No. 7 - It would serve as a
time of reflection for each of us to
examine the prejudices that reside in
our own hearts. ,

Reason No. 8 — It would build
bridges of goodwill between our pre-
dominantly white community and the
predominantly black communities that
lie so close to us.

Reason No. 5 — It would send a
message to all people that racial har-
mony is important to cur community.

Reason No. 4 - It would provide a
forum for education focused on peace,
justice and racial harmony.

Reason No. 8 - It would be a step
toward the healing of wounds that are
centuries old.

Reason No. 2 - It would be an act
of courage and humility that could
help break the spirits of fear, price,
and arrogance that drive racial ten-
sions.

Reason No. 1 - It would be a day
that would bring us to focus on the
truths that were dear to Dr. King and
formed the foundation of his life and
ministry: That love and peace are the
greatest weapons against evil, that
violence is always wrong, that is often
necessary to make sacrifices for one’s
principles, that people should be
judged by the content of their charac-
ter and not the color of their skin, that
what is right is more important than
what is safe or what is prudent or
what is popular. -

. Cmdy Thomas
Canton

B Voting no

I would like to take this opportunity
to explain to local residents my posi-
tion on the proposed pay raise for the
Michigan Legislature.

Contrary to unpopular opinion, the
Michigan House of Representatives is
not about to vote itself a large pay
raise. It is being given to us — unless
we can get the votes together to defeat

;1t

The State Officers Compensation

Commission (SOCC) has proposed that

members of the legislature, both
House and Senate, receive a substan-

tial raise. The SOCE is responsible for

setting the salary lévels for the gover-
nor, lieutenant governor, members of
the Legislature and the Supreme
Court. This format for approving pay
raises was approved by the voters of
Michigan during an Aug. 6, 1968 bal-
lot referendum. The actual controlling
constitutional language now appears
as Article IV, Sec. 12. It has remained
the will of the people for over 32 years.
Rep. Clark Bisbeey R-Jackson, will
introduce a proposal to require law-

. makers to vote on pay raises and defer

them until the next election. I, and
many members of the House in both
parties, am in favor of this constitu-
tional amendment. But this time we
are bound to follow the current rules.

Unfortunately, I anticipate that
these increases will take effect. Our
hope now is to change the system
prospectively.

I will vote against the pay increase.
I will do so despite the fact there are

valid reasons for people responsible for .

running a state to be paid in accor-
dance with their duties and responsi-
bilities. While we are one of the few
states that has a full-time Legislature,
1 do not want to be included in the -
exclusive group of highest paid legisla-
tors with California and New York.
Two years ago the House of Repre-
sentatives voted against the pay raise.

I can only say there are many Republi-

can House members who are still
strongly against this pay raise.

State Rep. Bruce Patterson, R .-

vt
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Canton,
Majority Floor Leader

I County no help

I have debated whether or not to
write this letter. In the Jan. 4, 2001,
issue of the Observer, Westland/Can-
ton Postmaster Charles Quinn made
the statement that people who were

“snowed in” should call Wayne County. -

I have learned after living at my
address for over 30 years, that to call
the county gets little or NO results.

Fourteen days after the snow started,

the county finally made a sloppy
attempt to clear our dirt street - less
than 1/4 mile from Michigan Avenue.
The only way we could eventually get
out was after my husband had nearly
frozen himself trying to clear the road
with a garden tractor and a blade on
the front. We missed garbage pickup.
We had NO mail for one week. Now
that the thaw has set in, the county
has been here two times to spread
sand that we don’t even need.
So...does it really do any good to call
the county? Thank you for reading
this. We are also senior citizens. S
Milder D. Mason

Canton -

B CCW law unwanted

How can our lame-duck legislature
and Governor Engler sign into civil
law a Carry Concealed Weapon Bill

that 70 percent of Michigan citizens do =
not want? This legislation has been on '~

the table since the early 1990's.

The legislators waited until they
could not be held accountable fo pass
it. What an act of cowardice. They
leave and place our children, our pohce
and our citizens in greater harm's way. .

There are others who have fought

these terrible bills.
If you are interested in collecting

_ signatures to repeal this law please

contact People Who Care About Klds
(248) 443-2543.

Juliet Hentschel
Bloomfield Hillsv;

- Share your opinions

We welcome your letters to the
editor. Please include your name,
address and phone number for
verification. We ask that your letters
be 400 words or less, We may edit
for clarity, space and content.
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Michigan charter schools are
largely a failed experiment

Well, well. Just in time for the new year, the
charter school folks have unveiled a new wrinkle
to get around existing state law.

Although the number of charter schools in
Michigan operating under university oversight is
capped at 150 and that limit was reached in
1999, there’s no cap on the number of charters
that can be authorized by community colleges. So

~ the Michigan
Association of
Public School
Academies (that’s
the lobbying group
representing char-
ter schools; nifty
name, e¢h?) is urg-
ing community
colleges to hire
universities to
help set up and
§ manage charter

{ schools.

Charter schools
in Michigan get
$6,000 in taxpayer
money per student

annually They’ve
been the subject of hot debate since they were
authorized by state law in 1993. There were |
eight charter schools in 1994; 79 in 1996; 139 in
1998; 173 in 1999,

The legislature capped that number after com-
plaints arose that universities — mainly Central
Michigan University, which runs what looks a lot
like a charter school mill and makes a big profit
thereby ~ were authorizing charters too quickly
and without serious oversight. Gov. Engler {ried
last year to get the cap lifted, but the legislature
refused on grounds charter schools need to
demonstrate more accountability before more are
started.

Phil Power

Supporters claim charter schools offer alterna-
tives to deficient public schools and offer a com-
petitive spur to improvement in the “monopolis-
tic” public schools. Some also say charters
respond more to parental preferences than public
schools.

So far, the evidence of the great charter school
experiment does not inspire much confidence.

A Michigan State University study found char-
ters are in fact neither more innovative nor more
successful in student achievement than public
schools.

A Western Michigan University study,
released last October, raised doubts about the
basic purposes of charter schools. More than 70
percent of Michigan’s charter schools last year

were operated by management companies, com-
pared with only 10 percent nationwide. The vast
majority of these companies run schools as a
profit-making enterprise.

Moreover, the WMU study found charter '
schools are selecting only the easy (and ¢heap)
students; the practice is called “creaming.”
Admission is usually by interview, rather than
by district-wide recruitment, which appears to be
required by federal law. Charters don’t provide
transportation and tend to offer only elementary
grade classes, which are less expensive than

- upper grades.

In particular, students getting special educa-
tion services accounted for only 3.7 percent of -
Michigan charter school enroliment, compared to
12.5 percent of public school kids. As public
schools know full well, special education is
expensive. Those charters run by for-profit com-
panies have an obvious motive for making sure
kids needing special ed services are kept out.

Until his retirement, Tim Richard ran the
statewide news service for this newspaper. In a
note to me last week, he expounded on this sub-
Jject:

“Clearly, one-third (my figure) of charter
schools are excellent, and two-thirds are below
the neighboring public schools. We should be
closmg many of the latter before we think of tak-
ing over Benton Harbor, Inkster and Oak Park,”
says Richard.

“Charter schools were started in New York
‘City and most other places to be specialized qual-
ity schools ~ e.g. performance arts, science, what-

" ever. In Michigan, the charter association says

charter operators never intended to be innova-
tive. That's dead wrong. We're wasting a ton of -
money on mediocre academies to satisfy authori-
tative parents’ whims for control. Michigan’s

charter schools are largely a failed experlment a

lost opportunity,” Richard concludes.

Remember the old definition of government? '“A:-

large pot of money, surrounded by people who
want some of it.”

The charter school lobby is one of the best
examples to date of the phenomenon. Their latest
‘attempt to'end-run state law offers a perfect
example of the point.

Phil Power is chairman of HomeTown
Commaunications Network Inc., the company
that owns this newspaper. He welcomes your
comments, either by voice mail at (734) 953-
2047, Ext. 1880, or by e-mail at

Name change means saying
good-bye to the memories

Say it ain’t so, Target!

First Berry Gordy moved Motown to California
so he could make movies.

Vernor’s is now made in Texas. Stroh’s stopped
making beer on the Detroit River and then
stopped making beer altogether. Sanders, where
we all went as children for hot fudge sundae .
cream puffs, closed its stores.

Chrysler got taken over by (sorry, merged with)
a German company, and DaimlerChrysler head-
quarters is now in Stuttgart.

And, now, Hudson’s will take on the name of a
Chllcago department store and become Marshall
Field’

Bit by bit, piece by piece, all those things that
have been dlstmctwely Detroit are being worn

away in the gen-

eral homogeniza-

tion of America.
I have nothing

against Marshall

Field’s. It's a

fine, upscale
department store
and, uniike its
corporate cousin

Hudson’s, it still

has a wonderful

store in the heart
of Chicago’s
booming down-

- town. It has been
a fine institution
in the city of
Chicago for

decades, Just as Hudson’s has been an important

part of metro Detroit.

Hugh Gallagher

I believe Target Corp. (formerly Dayton-Hud-

son) when they say shoppers won’t notice a differ- .

ence, that the stores will continue to offer the
same quality of merchandise and high level of ser-
vice that Detroit shoppers have come to expect.

But it isn’t “just a name.” Obviously, Target
believes they will prosper more on having one
name for all their upscale stores and that Mar-
shall Field’s is the brand they want to use.

But in Detroit, the name J. L. Hudson’s has
always meant something special, from its begin-
ning in 1881.

When I was a student at Wayhe State Universi-
ty in the late 1960s, I worked for a couple of years

as a walking messenger for the Detroit Free Press.

[t was my job to go to stores and ad agencies in
the city and collect ad copy and art work. I became
well acquamted with the downtown and its many
stores and fell in love with the fantasy called Hud-
jon’s.

Woodward was still humming along in those
years before and just after the devastating riot of
1967. Detroit’s main street was still a thriving
:ommercial area with Grinnell’s, Himmelhoch’s,

v

" B. Siegel’s and other stores, from Hughes &

Hatcher’s on the north (where Hockeytown is now)
to the Spirit of Detroit in front of the still new
City-County building. The heart and soul of that
business district was the block dominated by Hud-
son’s.

" Kern'’s was gone, an unsightly vacant lot that
gave warning of what was to come. Crowley’s sat
behind Hudson’s in a far less attractive building
with a rickety antique escalator.

But Hudson’s was a constantly changing show-
case, a reminder of times past when life moved
more slowly and more elegantly. Elevator opera-
tors with gloved hands took shoppers to the many
floors, stocked with the best the world had to offer.
An elevator captain assigned passengers to differ-
ent elevators with polite efficiency.

Each month a different theme was featured,
played out in window displays, in store specials
and appropriate entertainment. One month, usu-
ally May, a mariachi band would play to promote
fashions and folk art from Mexico. In March, Irish
music would lead shoppers to linens and wools. In
dJ une, beach fashions would be showcased to the
music of jangly surf guitars.

And, of course, best of all, during Chnstmas, the
7th FIoor would become a child’s dream come mag-
ically to llfe Everyone knew that the real Santa
Claus was’at the downtown Hudson’s. =

Hudson’s had been one of the first stores to’ go
suburban when it opened its Northland store in
Southfield, but the downtown store was still a des-
tination, a special trip well worth taking.

My parents would shop other places but they,
and it seemed everyone else, always said that
Hudson’s was different. Hudson’s offered quality
products and stood behind those products. Hud-
son’s meant quality, service, something special.

That seemed to be the theme in Hudson’s public
events as well. The Thanksgiving Day parade was
a Hudson’s event, and every year we all agreed
that Macy’s put on a good show, but Hudson’s put
on a better parade. Every Fourth of July, Hud-
son’s would spread out the world’s largest Ameri-
can flag across its mighty face and join hands
across the water to celebrate freedom with our
Canadian neighbors.

That once-fine building was allowed to deterio-
rate until it could be imploded. Even that wasn’t

.done very well, as the cascading bricks put the

train to nowhere (the People Mover) out of opera-

- tion for a while.

Now it’s a ghostly, empty spot. The ghosts of
Kern’s and Hudson’s are now together.

And soon, the name J. L. Hudson will be a lost
distant memory of another century.

Hugh Gallagher is the managing editor of
The Observer. He can reached by phone at
(734) 953-2149, by e-mail at hgallagher@oe.
homecomm.net or by fax at (734)591-7279.

Mike Malott

" Adoption of new standards for the issuance of a2
permit to carry a concealed weapon in Michigan
has spurred a great deal of argument. As someone
who favors full debate of public policy, I see that
as a good thing. But not all of the discussion sur-
rounding this issue has been of a high caliber.
Rhetoric has been coming from both sides. -

On the other hand, some folks have had some
real insight to offer. One of the brightest conver-
sations I've run across came from three men, all
of whom claimed to already have CCW permits,
who were trading posts recently on a Michigan
outdoors opinicn forum on the Internet.

Carrying a concealed weapon is an “awesome
responsibility,” one CCW permit holder stated. He
was wondering whether the folks who say they
want to be able to carry a weapon had really
given that much thought. He speculated they had
not.

By its nature, the act of carrying a gun gives
you the ability to decide whether someone else.
lives or dies. Yes, it is supposed to be only for self-
defense, and what that means is spelled-out in
law. But it is you who ultimately will have to
make the decision of when to pull the trigger.

Such decisions, this gentleman CCW permit
holder went on to say, are almost always made
very-quickly and in less than ideal conditions.
Certainly, they are always made when circum-
stances have become rather frightening.

You'll have mere seconds to make this decision

- —when things are moving terrifyingly fast, per-

haps in poor light, involving people you don’t
know, who may or may not have Weapons them-
selves

Police train long and hard for this moment, and
they still don’t always get it right, We still hear of
cases in which police officers thought a perpetra-
tor had a gun, but after the shooting couldn’t find
a weapon. To some degree, we give officers the
benefit of the doubt in such circumstances. After
all, they are going into dangerous situations on
our behalf to maintain law and order. And we do
understand that it is possible to think someone
has a gun when they don’t. Officers in that situa-
tion can still find themselves in a lot of trouble.

The CCW permit holder who thinks an attacker
has a gun when he or she really does not will get
no such benefit of the doubt.

The decision to pull the trigger becomes a crap
shoot, the debaters continued. Deciding in split

Possessing a
weapon permit is
more than just a
piece of paper

seconds whether to use the guxl, itis aroll of the - e

dice that police, prosecutors, judges and jury will .3gi
agree with you later on, as they review if in less - = ?

hurried circumstances.

If you think current CCW permit laws are .

unclear, what constitutes self-defense is even less ™

well spelled out. A wrong call here could result in "=
-jail time, and lots of it.

The Legislature did nothing in its recent reform

. of CCW standards to address the issue of what

Carrymg a concealed weapon is an
‘awesome responsibility,” one CCW

perm:t holder stated. He was wonder-.._r; :

9.

ing whether folks who say they want - -

- to be able to carry a weapon had
~ really given that much thought. He
speculated they had not

constitutes self-defense, and your attorney won’t

be with you to help you sort out when things have .

become so threatening that you would be 3ust1ﬁed
in resorting to gunplay.

The CCW permit holder who feels compelled to. -
use his or her weapon will most assuredly be

spending a lot time with pohce and the prosecutor o

after the fact while they review whether the
shooting was justified.

Even if it is eventually ruled to be justified by
police, these three current permit holders con-
tended, there will probably be a civil lawsuit after
‘the fact. They noted that evenn when police officers
are cleared of wrongdoing when they use a gun,
there is almost always legal action later from the
perpetrator’s family. »

i

T

Surely, an attacker’s family will treat a CCW

permit holder no differently.

All that is better than bemg dead, I suppose
But unless your life is truly in danger, having a
CCW permit might just buy you more trouble
than it solves. :

Mike Malott reports on the lecal implica-
tons of state and regional events. He can be
reached by phone ai (248) 634-8218 or by e-
mail at mmaloti@homecomm.net.
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o ' o industrial .
Dedicated volunteers realize glant: A lfe-
; » size Henry

g ® . Ford is part
Nankin Mills Center dream ofihe
C Nankin
1 Mills exhibit
BY RICHARD PEARL migsion Vice Chair Kay Beard done a spectacular job of recreat- showing
STAFFI%'R!TIFIJR D-Westland. ing thousands of years of our industry
rpearl@oe.homecomm.net Basic financing for the new local history.” 1 th
Wayne County’s newest educa- center came from the county’s He noted that Nankin Mill awong tne
tional attraction is already half-mill parks millage, which was deeded to the county in 1948 Rou‘ge Rwer.

piquing the public’s curiosity.

“It’s sparking lots of questions
about history and wildlife,” said
naturalist Carol Clements
regarding the first weekend of
operation of the $1-million-plus
Nankin-Mills Interpretive Cen-
ter in Westland.

Some 100 - including county

: CEO Edward H. McNamara —
attended last Thursday
evening’s invitation-only pre-
miere and nearly 80 more were
on hand Friday and Saturday,
the center’s first two public view-
ing days.

All visited the three floors of
exhibits, interactive computers
and realistic historical dioramas
that bring tc life the history of
the Rouge River and the Nankin
Mill area from the glaciers to
Henry Ford (who used to own
the mill) and their significance
to metropolitan Detroit’s devel-
opment.

The premiere was of gpecial
importance to Denise Johnson,
president of the hosting Friends
of Nankin Mills, and to Tom
Brown, former state legislator
and Westland mayor.

Johnson, a Westland resident
and Livonia kindergarten teach-
er, has had a nearly lifelong fas-
cination with the old mill.

It took a dozen years of
Friends’ wine and cheese fund-
raisers plus the efforts of City of
Westland grant writers and
parks personnel, she said, to
first save the mill from the
wrecking ball, to restore and
refurbish it and to re-create it as
an interpretive center.

“Nankin Mills has a history
that is important to anderstand-
ing the evolution of our county
and our region,” Johnson said.
“It is very rewarding to see the
mill’s full potential finally real-
ized.”

Brown, now in his 80s, was
among the few with the vision to
see that potential and the influ-
ence to make things happen. He
was its first “resident agent” —
fiaison nctv een eovorn-nental

Gebtes dle :

rnendb to secure the ;1ecessary
funding, according to Johnson.
McNamara said the building
“might not even be standing
today if not for the hard work
and dedication of this group,”
singling out the Friends and
Johnson and also county com-

Schoolcraft
offers trade
seminars

International trade is the topic
of a comprehensive series of
classes featuring real-world
training from global trade
experts. Participants in School-
craft College’s International
Trade Certificate Program may
choose the entire series, which
begins Feb. 13, or may choose
specific sessions.

Each session meets either
Tuésdays or Thursdays from 2 to
5 p.m.

The series includes:

B Feb. 13 and 15, Internation-
al Marketing: assessing product
and company export readiness..

B Feb. 20 and 22, Internation-
al Finance: letters of credit;
methods of payment; currency
exchange; choosing a bank;
financing options.

B Feb. 27 and March 1, Inter-
national Logistics: risk manage-
ment, export procedures and doe-
umentation.

B March 8, Cross Cultural
Communication: the role of cui-
ture in business.

| March 13, Fore1gn Govern-
meni dales. Llolhg Uubllitns Wik
developing nations; the role of
multinational development
banks; USAID. o

® March 20, Trade Agree-
ments/Legal Aspects of Foreign
Trade: the role of the World
Trade Organization.

Two country-specific seminars
feature Canada and Mexico on
March 8 and the European
Union on March 15.

Participants can earn a certifi-
cate of achievement by attending
all core seminars and one coun-
try-specific seminar for a $500
fee. Individual seminars are $90
each. For more information or to
register, call 734-462-4448, ext.
5572.

voters renewed last year. Other
financial help came from the
Rouge River Project office, the
Ford Motor Co. and employees of
Ford’s Visteon Sheldon Road
plant.

“This beautiful new facility is
on par with anything you could
find at Greenfield Village,” said
McNamara. “Our parks staff has

by Henry Ford’s widow,

Others present Thursday
included former county Parks
Director Hurley Coleman, who
brought the new center to
fruition and is now an assistant
county executive, and Assistant
Parks Director Larry Fitch, who
is expected to succeed Coleman.

STAFF PHOTO BY BRYAN MITCHELL,
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Jazz guitarist John Pizzarelli
brings his trio to Orchestra
Hall at 8 p.m. in a concert
that will also feature his
father, jazz guitarist Bucky
Pizzarelli. Tickets $17-$65,
9313) 5676-5111.

The Livonia Symphony
Orchestra spotlights the tal-
ent of 16-year-old pianist

" Joshua Cullen 7:30 p.m. at
Churchill High School 8900
Newburgh, north of Joy Road,
Livonia. Tickets $15, $10 stu-
dents, (734) 425-4855 or (248)
645-6666.

N

Lace up your skates and take
a lap around the outdoor ice
rink made with Super Ice
that’s part of the “Extreme Ice”
exhibit at SPIRIT of Ford
1151 Village Road in Dear~
born. Open 9 a.m. to 5
Admission $6 adults,

seniors, $4 children, ages 5-
12, no charge for children age
4 and younger, (313) 317-
7474.

Bird’s Sunny Day Camp Out from Jan 24-Feb. 4 at the Fox Theatre in Detroit.

Sesame Street brings all new production to town

BY ALICE RHEIN
STAFF WRITER
arhein@oe.homecomm.net

! er and snowfall upon snowfall, who
@ ww wouldn’t be ready for a Sunny Day

Camp Out?

Certainly the Sesame Street gang is, and

musical camping trip to the Fox Theatre in
Detroit for 24 performances from Wednesgday,
Jan. 24 to Sunday. Foh. 4, '

Sesame Street Live rolled into town last year
at this time, but that was with When I Grow
Up.

Sunny Day Camp Out, an all-new produc-
tion for the Detroit area, features Big Bird,
Elmo, Cookie Monster and the rest of the
happy campers preparing for the perfect camp-
ing excursion. ;

But oh, the agony they must also endure to
find a cozy place to rest.

Big Bird’s nest is too small, Snuffy’s cave is
dripping water, Ernie’s house is filled with
dancing sheep, bats are boogying in the
Count’s place and Elmo has fish. And with all
that music, dancing and singing, when are our
weary campers to rest?

Now in its 21st year, Sesame Street Live is
the longest running Broadway-style tour for
children. In fact, when the Emmy Award win-
ning public television show decided to take its

- Muppets on the road, Christine Giuliari, who
“ plays Elmo, was barely a year old.

Now the 22-year-old Rochester, New York
native is in her'second year with the touring
company. Last year, she played Prairie Dawn
in Detroit. But with seniority under her belt,
this year she chose to be the undisputed

Monster mania' Sesame Street Live features

the fuzzy red monster, Elmo, in a special

15-minute segment with his neighborhood

frlzends? his pet f“ sh, Dorotky, and Mr. Noo-
dle..

Fuzzy friends: Elmo, Zoe, Snuffy and the rest of the Sesame Street gang are ready for Big

" favorite among the youngest Sesame Street

@ith so many weeks of cold, cold weath-

that motley mob of monsters is set to bring its

viewers — Elmo.

“Actually, I started
out as Zoe on this
tour, but the Elmo got
hurt and I took over
the role in Gctober,”
said Giuliari.

Injuries like sway- |,
back are not uncom- {gig:
mon when you consid- |$25. For information catt -
or the costumes ¢an . the Fox Theatre at (343)
easily weigh 25 [983661L |
pounds. Giuliari, a , ]
trained dancer, said
Elmo’s red furry costume weighs 15 pounds,
and it’s all in the head and feet.

On stage, the characters dance, but the voic-
es are pre-recorded, so you hear the actual
voices of the characters on the television pro-
gram.

Sunny Day Camp Qut also features a 15-
minute segment of Elmo’s World with Dorothy
the Fish and Mr. Noodle, Elmo’s next door .3
neighbor. :

“All the kids sing along with me, and I get
my energy back from the kids,” said Giuliari.

Indeed, to her 5- and 6-year-old nieces, Giu-
liari is rlght up there with Brittney.

“They take my pictures to school and just
think that this is the best thing ever,” she said.

Giuliari isn’t looking to make a career out of *
the production, but does plan to stay on for
another year of the tour. “It's been a great way
to see the country,” she said.

And she’s also been able to be close to her -7
fiancé who works concession for the show. The
two plan a July wedding, but until then Giu-
liari will have to forgo white silk taffeta in
favor of Elmo s tangled red fur.

| 2612202 for -

BY KEELY WYGONIK :
STAFF WRITER '
kwygonik@oe.homecomm.net

January is a good month to shop for
bargains, and if you're shopping around
for something fun to do on Sunday, con-
sider attending the Two for One concert
at Harrison High School in Farmington
Hills. :

The Farmington Commumty Band
and The Birm-
ingham Con-
.cert Band will
vporf"nrm aena-
rately and
together on the
same stage in a
program that
features some
Amazing Grace,
American Fan-
| fare, and rous-
| sing marches.
. Paul Barber
will lead the
{ Farmington
‘band ° and
Grant Hoemke
the Birming-
‘ham  band.
‘After each has

,What. Two for-Oné
features the. |
BITHNENAM. \,onoert
‘Band with . Thé i‘

| Farmington’ Commumty
‘Band performing !
,separately and- together.

Where: Harrison L—ligh
School Auditorium,
129995:W, 12 M!l?
-Road, {between |
{Middtebeit and Orchard
»,Lake Roads. Farn‘lnngton

“Tickets: No char e for -
admission, but | .-

donations witl be! - -
apprec:ated Call: (734

|
1
lnformatnon . :

""eiy Wygomk Editor 734-953-2105

played a variety of selected pieces, theyj
will join together on stage for a com--
bined performance. The Birmingham:

band will play first.

H. Robert Reynolds, director of
Bands at the University of Michigan,
will conduct the combined band.
Reynolds also conducts The Detroit
Chamber Winds and Strings, an
ensemble made up of members of the
Detroit Symphony Orchestra, and has

been a featured conductor and lecturer . .

at international conferences.
The idea of a joint band concert

evolved from a Festival of Bands that
was held at Twelve Oaks Mall in Novi
for 18 years. After the festival, which’
showcased the Farmington, Birming--
ham and other local bands was discon--
tinued two years ago, Hoemke called.
Barber to suggest hosting a joint con-.

cert with a guest conductor.

- Last year’s concert at Birmingham.

Groves High School, which featured
guest conductor Douglas Bianchi, direc-
tor of Bands at Wayne State University,
wasg a success, so this year Barber
offered to host it at Harrison High
School in Farmington Hills.

“It’s interesting to see folks meet for
the first time and make music togeth-

Guest conductor' H Robert

Reynolds, Director of Bands at
the University of Michigan,
will conduct the Birmingham
Concert Band and Farmington
Community Band in a joint
concert performance on Jan.
21.

{ by Vincent Persichetti, Dixiland Clam.-

! ~ by C. Saint Saéns.

" er,” said Barber. “The audience gets to
see two different groups perform a
variety of music led by a renowned con-
ductor. In band circles Mr. Reynolds is

" one of the biggies, and he’s in our back
yard.”

Each band will play for 30 minutes:
The Farmington Community Band will.
open with American Fanfare by John
Wasson, which Barber describes as
being a rousing, festive piece. Followed
by Petty Harbour Bait Skiff, “a pretty
little Newfoundland folk song,”
arranged by Jim Duff, the contempo:

: rary sounding Divertimento for Band

- bake, a light, fun piece arranged by
- John Warrington that includes solos by
. band members, and close with the clas-
sic and powerful Marche Militaire
Francaise: Finale from Algerian Suite

~ “We were looking for contrast and
_interest,” said Barber. “The sound of
the band changes as you go through
the concert.
Birmingham Concert Band’s pro-
. gram includes Winds of Freedom from
the “Winds of Change” suite by James
Curnow, Chorale and Fugue by J.S.

Please see BANDS, B2

kwygokaoe.homecomm net
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Band from page BI

Bach/Johann Abert, translated
by Mark Hindsley, Pentland
Hills Concert March by Major J.
W. Howe, and Basque Rhapsody
by Melvin Shelton.

Hoemke described the first
work as being “a very rhythmic
piece that’s kind of contempo-
rary.” Chorale and Fugue is your
“basic Bach,” Pentland Hills
Concert March is based on Scot-
tish aires and Basque Rhapsody
“is very tuneful with a lot of vari-
ety and a wonderful ending.”

In a grand finale, the bands,
under the direction of Reynolds,
will play two marches with Euro-
pean flavor, Marche Des
Parachutistes Belges by Pierre
Leemans/Charles Wiley and
First Suite in Eb for Military
Band by Gustav Holst, and
Amazing Grace by William
Himes/Luis Maldonado. -

Hoemke, like Barber, is lock-
ing forward to the concert and
Reynolds conducting.

“It’s exciting,” said Hoemke.
“He’s one of the finest conductors
in the country. .

“He has a commanding pres-
ence, but a very soft-spoken way

Spend Feb.

Got a date for Valentine’s Day?
How about hitting the town with
one of the Four Tops?

Go to MotorCityHits.com. Log
on and attempt to be the person
(and guest) with the most refer-
ral points (1 point per new user)
by ¥Feb 13. The winner will be

B ‘The people are trying to enjoy the skiils that
they have. It’s going to affect their families, chil-
dren and friends. Music, it’s an important issue.’

H. Robert Reynolds

Featured conductor

about him,” said clarinetist Jan
DeOrio of Farmington during
Monday’s joint rehearsal.

Reynolds also enjoyed the
experience and teased band
members that their performance
wasn’t being graded.

“The people are trying to enjoy
the skills that they have,” said
Reynolds. “It’s going to affect
their families, children and
friends. Music, it’s an important
issue.”

There is no charge for the con-
cert, but donations will be
accepted.

“You don't get a better deal
than that,” said Barber.

Dinner dance

The Farmington Community
Band will host a Valentine Din-
ner Dance Friday, Feb. 9, at
Glen Oaks Country Club on 13
Mile Road (between Middlebelt
and Orchard Lake Roads) in
Farmington Hills. Cash bar cock-
tail hour begins at 6:30 p.m.,
buffet dinner served 7:30 p.m.
followed by dancing until mid-
night to the big band sound of
the Farmington Community
Band Dance Band. :

Tickets $42 per person, tables
of eight may also be reserved.
Last year’s dance was a sell-out,
early reservations suggested.
Call (734) 261-2202 or (248) 489-
3412 or visit the Farmington
Community Band Web site,
www.fcbmusic.org.

14 with The Four Tops

picked up by limousine, ride
along with Duke Fakir of The
Four Tops and enjoy an evening
of theater, dinner, and enchant-
ing conversation.

Ever wonder what the atmo-
sphere of Motown was really like
during it's heyday? Ask Duke

over dinner and cocktails this
Valentine's day.

Motorcityhits.com is offered by
Harmonie Park Entertainment
Group and harmoniepark.com.
Call (313) 965-4343 for more
information.

MotorCity Casino and
MotorCity Logo are trademarks
of Detroit Entertainment, L.L..C.
© 2000 Detroit Entertainment,
L.L.C.All rights reserved.

Michigan Dej
of Commun !’Ir:l‘u’;xl

For More Information:

1-877-777-0711

www.motorcitycasinc.com

MotorCity Casino is an affiliate of Mandalay Resort Group.

If you bet more than you can afford to
lose.you've got a problem,

Call 1-800-270-7117 for free,
confidential help.

PDEB1023444)

Classical music makes comeback

L — At the risk of
BACKS;:g: bringing up a

sore subject for
many devoted
listeners of clas-
sical music, it
appears that the
demise of
WQRS-FM sev-
eral years ago
marked the end
of the classical
format in loeal
commercial
radio.

Efforts to resurrect the format
here have been valiant, but the
result generally has been special
programming on a less-than-
ideal AM frequency. It is surpris-
ing how many former WQRS lis-
teners still feel the void. Not just
for the musie, but for the lineup
of air personalities that included
Paul Russell, Dick Wallace and
Dave Wagner.

I, for one, don’t miss seeing
Dave because he serves as a
classical music host on Detroit
Public TV’s Backstage Pass. He
found a musical home base at
Madonna University, and can

ANN
DELISI

often be found performing,
attending or hyping classical
concerts around town.

There is a suggestion I can
offer those who are still discour-
aged by the absence of classical
music on commercial radio, Put
simply, be more like Dave.
Although we may not be able to
perform or teach like him, we
can at least attend.

To get you started, this week’s
edition of Backstage Pass, airing
Thursday at 5:30 p.m. and Fri-
day night at 1 a.m., previews a
Dave-endorsed classical concert.

In celebration of Detroit’s Tri-
centennial, The Tuesday Musi-
cale and Music at Memorial are
presenting a concert of works by
four distinguished Detroit area
composers. The performance, set
for 3 p.m., Sunday, January 21,
at Grosse Pointe Memorial
Church, showcases Mark Got-
tleib of Royal Oak, Detroit native
James Lentini, Lettie Beckon
Alston of Troy, and James Hart-
way, Professor of Music at
Wayne State University. A sam-
pling of the program may be

heard on this week’s Backstage
Pass as pianist Jacqueline Csur-
gai-Schmidt performs a piece
from Hartway’s Three Myths for
Piano.

It isn’t just the music of
WQRS-FM that many listeners

miss, but the non-stuffy style of

its air personalities. If it is any
consolation, this approach seems

to have been adopted by many

classical music artists and insti-
tutions. Consider the program
staged by the Detroit Symphony
Orchestra last week. Composer
in residence Michael Daugher-
ty’s Dead Elvis was featured,
along with a four-bassoon con-
certo, Hell’s Angels. Violin virtu-
oso Joshua Bell, one of People
Magazine's “Most Beautiful Peo-
ple,” was on hand to perform and
sign autographs at intermission.
These contemporary twists
serve to expand the classical
audience, much the way a radio
station can. And, while classical
lovers may still miss WQRS-FM,
it is a relief to know that the
appreciation (and fun) of the
music is still very accessible.

Sllde into ’70s soul

Flash back: Check out the '70s Soul Jam, featuring The Stylistics (right), Dramatics
(left), Chi-Lites, Harold Melvin and the Blue Notes and The Delfonics perform 8
p.m. Saturday, Feb. 17, Fox Theatre, Detroit. Tickets $30, $37.50 and $50. Charge

by phone at (248) 645-6666.
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Awaken to the SOmber-pop of Slumber Party

Slumber Party
doesn’t ask for
much.

Detroit’s pre-
mier women of
pop just want to
meet Eminem.

That’s all.
8 Maybe tour as
STEPHANIE his  opening
‘A. CASOLA band. Whether
the rapper

would agree to
juxtaposing his no-holds-barred
hip hop stylings with the sounds
of such genteel guitar work and
downright lilting harmonies,
that I don’t know.

But I do know it would be a
mistake to decline any invitation
from this Slumber Party. Three
of the band’s founding members
— Aliccia Berg, Gretchen Gonza-
les and Leigh Sabo — met me at
Detroit’s Cass Cafe on Jan. 11 to
talk about the real Slim Shady; a
penchant for pink frosty bever-
ages and of course, the future.
First, here’s a bit of the past.

The band met and formed
through mutual friends within
the Detroit music scene around
1998. And despite a general
boys-club atmosphere existing
around the city today, this girls-
only band is creating a buzz. “We
never really thought about it,”
said Gonzales, “We're friends
with a lot of the other bands.”

Sabo agreed “There’s a lot of
camaraderie.”

Pet Sounds to the Party

As a young girl, guitarist and
Ferndale resident Gretchen Gon-
zales remembers making dance
routines and prancing around to
the pet sounds of the Beach Boys
- no doubt a musical influence
on the sub-dued sugary har-
monies offered by Slumber Party
today. Backed by the gently
sweeping beats of drummer
Leigh Sabo and bassist Marcie
Bolen and brushed with the deli-
cate hushed vocals of singer Alic-
cia Berg, the sounds of Slumber
Party call for attention. If you
haven’t already heard the band,
it’s time to wake up and take

notice.
Slumber Party got its name
from a telephone conversation

Berg had with Kim Fowley a few

years back. Fowley is best
known as manager extraordi-
naire for The Runaways — an all-
girl band that spawned the
careers of Joan Jett and Lita
Ford. “I couldn’t believe it wasn’t
taken,” said Berg of the moniker.
“It was so ideal for us.”

Growing up listening to public
radio, Berg never dreamed of
becommg a singer. “As a kid, I
wanted to be a novelist.” Choos-
ing to write three-minute pop
songs rather than 300-page
books, she now fills her days
with recording and touring.

Simply put

“The reason I started playing
guitar was because I could pick
up boys better,” admitted Berg
with a smile. Guess it worked.
When she moved from her home-
town in Minnesota to attend
Michigan State University, she
met her boyfriend Matthew
Smith — a well-known local
music producer (The Go) who
also worked on the band’s
album.

If not behind the drums, Leigh
Sabo said she’d still be teaching
kindergarten. Luckily, her band-

‘mates agreed they can some-

times act like kindergartners, so
she’s remained on familiar
ground. “I played guitar before I
played drums,” said Sabo. “There
were two guitarists when we
started.” It was decided early on
she would lay down the beats.

“I just wanted it to sound
good,” said Berg of her early
vision for the band.
started to play with folks, before
{Leigh) came by, before the idea

of a band, I played with other

drummer types. It never sound-
ed right. There was just sort of
an understanding.”

That simplistic sense of sound
translated into a record on Kill
Rock Stars. “They’re really
easy,” said Gonzales of the indie
label. “They don’t tell us what to
do. We give them what we have.

Protest seeks radio

BY STEPHANIE ANGELYN CASOLA

STAFF WRITER
scasola@oe.homecomm.net

Detroit Hip Hop’s got a new
catch phrase - “Don't say it. Play
it")

As a founder of the Detroit Hip
Hop Coalition, Rob Gill hopes to
get the word out that local
artists deserve more radio time
in the Motor City. With help

. from fellow coalition founders

Brandon Wilkens and Lee Mar-
tin, he has organized a protest
and boycott of one urban station,
Detroit’s WJLB FM.

Supporters plan to protest
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Friday,
Jan. 19, in Suite 633 of the
Penobscot Building on Fort
Street in Detroit. The boycott of
station listeners is planned for
the same time period, said Gill,
and will continue each Friday
afternoon.

The Detroit Hip Hop Coalition,
a conglomeration of Michigan
hip-hop artists, promoters, disc
jockeys, magazines, designers,
entrepreneurs, and supporters,
formed in late 2000 to bring
together the hip hop scene in the

B ‘The true answer to
this problem is a Hip
Hop station.’

Paradime
Livonia native

Midwestern United States. Gill,
a Sterling Heights resident and
publisher of the weekly music
newsletter Seriptures Hip-Hop,
hopes the protest will open some
eyes and ears and bring about
support for local artists.

“For several years now, WJLB
has neglected artists from the
metro area,” said Gill. “WJLB
claims to be the ‘voice of the com-
munity’ and ‘the place where
hip-hop lives,” and they continue
to ignore requests for area
artists.”

Representatives for WJLB
radio did not return phone calls
or answer e-mail messages in
response to the matter.

One hip hop artist, Paradime
(Freddie Beauregard), said the
issue goes beyond more exposure
for local music and beyond just

“When I -

They're happy with it.”
“They” aren’t the only ones

happy with the band’s latest .

release. Slumber Party recorded
it in one week: “There was no
stress,” said Gonzales. “It was
fun. There were no surprises. We
knew what we wanted. That’s
what we got.” '
With songs like the engaglng

" Why Do I Care? and I Don’t
" Mind, which is featured in video

format on the band’s Web site,
www. slumberparty. 50megs.
com, it’s the sort of record that
‘captures your attention from the
moment you press play. The
dreamy quality that pervades
Slumber Party’s music drifts far
from a musical landscape other-
wise permeated by taunting rock
riffs, hip hop posturing and polit-
ical sentiment.

Engineered by Michael Nehra |

(Robert Bradley’s Blackwater
Surprise) at Detroit’s White

Room Studio, the record evokes a -

sleepy, sometimes shiny "60s pop
vibe.

This year, Slumber Party looks
forward to a European release of
the album. It's been picked up by
Poptones, a new label launched
by British music mogul Alan
McGee (Oasis, Primal Scream).
A European tour will likely fol-
low this summer.

For now, though, the band is
practicing, writing new material
and planning to record in early
Marech. This time the Party
moves to Ghetto Recorders to
work with another well-known
Detroit producer, Jim Diamond.
“We’ll maintain the vibe,”
promlsed Gonzales, “We’re mov-
ing forward.”

Join Slumber Party when the
band performs with openers
Ansonia, 10 p.m. Friday, Jan.
26, at Gold Dollar, Detrozt Call
(313) 833-6873.

Stephanie Angelyn Casola
writes about popular music for
the Observer & Eccentric News-
papers. She can be reached at
(734) 953-2130 or at scasola@ oce.
homecomm. net To send a fax,
dial (734) 5691-7279.

attention

one radio station.

“] see this from both sides,”
said Paradime, a Livonia native.
“I know people in radio, and I
know people who make music.
As an artist, I would love to see
more support from local urban
radio, and that’s what this
protest is about. However, cats
need to realize that radio will
play music that sells. If your
product isn’t making noise, radio
isn’t going to touch it. In that
case you need to focus on college
radio and clubs.

“The true answer to this prob-
lem is a Hip Hop station, peri-
od,” said Paradime. “And until
we get that in Detroit, we need
to work on street promotion, club
play and making quality music.
WJLB should play more hip hop,
yes. I agree, but us Detroit
emcees need to create a more
acceptable product too.”

For more information, call
WJLB at (313) 865-2000. For
more information on the protest
and boycott or the Detroit Hip-
Hop Coalition, call (248) 797-
991.

Read Home Town Life every Thursday
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- The Party: Slumber Party is Marcie Bolen, Aliccia Berg, Leigh Sabo and Gretchen

Gonzales.
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CENTURY THEATRE: Late Nite

Catechism through Feb. 11, at the
theater, Detroit. $24.50-$34.50.
(313) 963-9800

DETRCIT REPERTORY THEATRE:
Moms Mabley: The Naked Truth
continues fo March 18, at the the-
ater, Detroit. $15. (313) 868-1347
FISHER THEATRE: Stomp opens
Jan. 30 and continues to Feb. 4, 8
p.m. Tuesday-Thursday, 7:30 p.m.
Sunday, and 2 p.m. Saturday-
Sunday, at the theater, Detroit.
$30-$45. (248) 645-6666
MEADOW BROOK THEATRE: Lion in
Winter opens continues to Sunday,
Feb. 4 at the theater on the cam-
pus of Oakland University,
Rochester. Previews 8 p.m.
Thursday-Friday, Jan. 11-12, show
opens © p.m. Saturday, Jan. 13.
Performance times vary, tickets
$21-$37.50 call for information.
(248) 377-3300/(248) 645-6666
PLOWSHARES THEATRE: Mule
Bone by .Zora Neale Hurston and
Langston Hughes opens Thursday,
Jan. 18 and continues through
Sunday, Feb. 10 Opening night
Saturday, Jan. 20, Anderson Center
Theater, inside Henry Ford
Museum, Dearborn. Tickets $20-
$18, all preview seats $10. (313)
872-0279

SECOND CITY THEATRE: The
Vagina Monologues opens 7:30
p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 23 and contin-
ues through Feb. 11, at the theater
in Detroit. (248) 645-6666

COMMUNITY
THEATER

THEATRE GUILD OF LIVONIA
REDFORD: Tennessee Williams’
classic The Glass Menagerie,
opens 8 p.m. Friday, Jan. 19 and
continues weekends through
Sunday, Jan. 28. Performances 8
p.m. Friday-Saturday, Jan. 19-20
and Jan. 26-27, 2 p.m. Sunday, Jan.
21 and Jan. 28, 15138 Beech Daly,
(1 block south of Five Mile},
Redford. $12 adults, $10 seniors
and students, (313) 531-0554.
CLARKSTON VILLAGE PLAYERS:
Move Over Mrs. Markham 8 p.m.
Friday-Saturday. Jan. 19-20 and 26-
27, and 7:30 p.m. Thursday, Jan.
18, at the Depot Theater.
Ciarxston. $14 Fricay-Saturday. 39
Thursday. (248) 625-8811
STAGECRAFTERS: A Little Night

*"Music (music and lyrics by Stephen

Sondheim, book by Hugh Wheeler)
8 p.m. Thursday-Friday; 2 p.m.

"*Sunday, through Sunday, Feb. 2, at

the Baldwin Theatre, 415 S.
Lafayette, downtown Royal Oak.

$14-$16, (248) 541-6430.
~"Intended for mature audiences only.

-

RIDGEDALE PLAYERS: Syivia opens
8 p.m. Friday-Saturday, Jan. 19-20,
and 26-27, and 3 p.m. Sunday, Jan.
21 and 28, at the playhouse, Troy.
$11, $10 seniors/students on
Sundays, includes a coffee and
sandwich afterglow. (248) 988-

v"‘_?049
"~ PLAYERS GUILD OF DEARBORN:

*"The Last Night of Ballyhoo by

Alfred Uhry 8 p.m. Friday-Saturday

* ‘through Saturday, Jan. 27, matinee

"2:30 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 21 at the
theater, 21730 Madison, southeast

" of Monroe at Outer Drive,

Dearborn. $11, (313) 581-TKTS
ST. DUNSTAN’S THEATRE GUILD:
Harvey 8 p.m. Friday-Saturday, Jan.
19-20 and 26-27 and Thursday,

“Jan. 25, and 2 p.m. Sunday, Jan.

21, at the theater, Bloomfield Hills.
$12, $10 students/seniors. (248)

644-0527

GROSSE POINTE THEATRE:
Communicating Doors Friday-
Saturday, Jan. 19-20, 26-27 and
Feb. 2-3, and Thursday, Jan. 18 and
25, and 2 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 21 and
28 and Feb. 4, in Fries Auditorium
at the Grosse Pointe War
Memorial. (313) 881-4004

COLLEGE

T I AT ER
BONSTELLE THEATRE: Dancing at

Lughnasa Friday-Sunday, Jan. 26-28
and Feb. 2-4, at the theater on the
Wayne State University campus,
Detivit. (313) 577-2580
HILBERRY THEATRE: Antigone by
Jean Anouilh opens 8 p.m. Friday,
Jan. 12 and runs in rotating reper-
tory through March 29.
Performances 2 p.m. and 8 p.m.
‘Saturday, Jan. 13, 2 p.m.

" Wednesday, Jan. 17, and 8 p.m.

Wednesday & Thursday, Jan. 18-19.
Luigi Pirandello’s Six Characters in
Search of an Author runs in rotat-
ing repertory until Feb. 22, perfor-
mances 8 p.m. Thursday-Saturday,
2 p.m. Wednesday and Saturday, at
the theater on the Wayne State
University campus, Detroit. (313)
577-2972

YOUTH
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PRODUCTIONS

AVON PLAYERS YOUTH THEATRE:
School House Rock Live! Jr. 7 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 28, 2 p.m. and 7 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 27, and 2 p.m.
Sunday, Jan. 28, at the playhouse,
Rochester Hills. $8. (248) 608-
9077

PUPPETART: Koiobok, a Russian
version of The Gingerbread Man 2
p.m. Saturday, Jan. 20 and 27, at
the Detroit Puppet Theater, Detroit.
$7, $5 children, (313) 961-7777

TINDERBOX PRODUCTIONS: Wizard
. of Uz 2 p.m. Saturday-Sunday, Jan.

27-28 and Feb. 34 and 10-11, and
7 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 27, Feb. 3
and 10, in the Scottish Rite
Cathedral Theatre in Masonic
Temple, Detroit. $10 reserved, $5
general admission. (313) 535-8962

SPECIAT.
EVENTS

COLLECTIBLE TOY SHOW: Vendors

and collectors will sell new, used,
antique and collectible toys of
kinds from the '50s to this year's
“hottest collectibl~s,” 14 a.m. to 3
p.m. Sunday, Jan. z., Plymouth
Cultural Center, 525 Farmer St. $5
adults, no charge kids under 10.
(734) 455-2110

TOY SOLDIER AND FIGURE SHOW:
Over 60 dealers from around the
wortd will seli new and antigue his-
torical figures and toy soldiers 10
a.m. to 3 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 21 at
the Livonia Holiday inn, Six Mile at
the I-275 Freeway. $5, (248) 586-
1022.

IFMA FREESTYLE MOTOCROSS: 8
p.m. Friday-Saturday, Jan. 26-27,
Patace of Auburn Hills. $20. $12
children 12 and under. Superfan
seating also available. (248) 645-
8666

ORIGINAL TOUGHMAN CONTEST: 8
p.m. Friday-Saturday, Feb. 2-3,
Cobo Arena, Detroit. $12-20 on
sale Friday, Jan. 5. (248) 645-6666
PLYMOUTH INTERNATIONAL ICE
SCULPTURE FESTIVAL: The free
family event that features carving
competitions for professionals,
amateurs, high school and college
students, and displays 24 hours a
day Wednesday-Sunday, Jan. 17-21,
in Ketlogg Park, The Gathering and
Central Parking Structure,
Plymouth. Dinner dance featuring
the music of the Tom Loncaric
Dance Orchestra 6:30 p.m. Friday,
Jdin, LT al St svini's Quil aiw
Conference Center, Plymouth
Township. The event benefits the
non-profit festival. Tickets are

$100 and available by calling (734)

459-6969. For information about
the festival, cali (734) 459-2157 or
visit the Web site at www.oeon-
line.com/plymouthice

REDFORD THEATRE: The Odd
Couple starring Walter Matthau
and Jack Lemmon 8 p.m. Friday-
Saturday, Jan. 12-13, and 2 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 13, organ overtures
begin 30-minutes earlier, at the
theater. $3. (313) 531-4407

SPIRIT OF ART: Celebraté the cre-
ative spirit during an evening of art

and a concert by Assumption
Grotto Church’s Rev. Perrone, his
14-piece orchestra, and soprano
Gina D’Alessio, 6:30 p.m. friday,
Jan. 26, following the performance,
artist Daniel Cascardo will describe
the images and inspiration for his
murals on the side altars of St.
Barbara’s church. A reception fol-
lows the lecture and a musicat
interlude with vocalist Anna Maria
Mastostefano, at St. Barbara's
Church, 13524 Colson at Schaefer,
between Ford and Michigan
Avenue, Dearborn. $45. For reser-
vations, call (313) 886-
3224/(248) 594~ 4594/(313) 884-
2125

STORYTELLING FESTIVAL: Canton
Project Arts will hold its third annu-
al Storytelling Festival featuring
Syd Lieberman, Craig Roney and
Corinne Stavish Saturday, Jan. 27,
a family performance, recommend-
ed for ages 4 and up takes place
at 1 p.m. {$3), and an adult perfor-
mance at 7:30 p.m. ($5), at
Summit on the Park, Canton.
Advance tickets are recommended.
(734) 397-6450

VALENTINE’S DANCE: The 20th
annual 50’s Valentine’'s Dance, pre-
sents Reflections, with Deuce
Coupe Band, 7:30 p.m. to 1 a.m.
Saturday, Feb. 10 at Stilettols, at
the PRCU Civic Center, 1430 Oak
Street, Wyandotte. Tickets $22.
21 and older welcome. Includes
food, bar, door prizes. Call Chooch
at (734) 229-0678 or Chuck at
(734) 425-2363 for details.

>BENEFITS

EMPTY BOWLS OPEN HOUSE: 3:30-
5 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 21, Yad Ezra,
26641 Harding, one block east of
Greenfield, south of 11 Mile. $18
donation includes a hand‘made
bow! and simple meal of Cholent {(a
simple kosher stew) and bread. To
benefit the Food Band of Oakland
County.

SWINGTIME 2001: Dine on treats
from 30 of Detroit's restaurant,
dance to the music of three bands,
visit the art gallery, or bid on a
silent auction 7:30 p.m. Saturday,
Jan. 20, at the Fisher Building,
Detroit. $50 in advance, $60 at
the door. Benefits the Fanciub
Foundation for the Arts. (248) 584-
4150

VISIONS OF THE SACRED More
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around the world have donated
their work of the online auction
Visions of the Sacred. Proceeds
from the auction benefit the
Capuchin Soup Kitchen.
Photographs can be viewed online
at www.visionsacred.org and at the
Fairlane Town Center in Dearborn
through Sunday, Jan. 21. Bids can
be placed anytime online or at
Fairlane 4-€ p.m. Monday-Saturday
and nhoon to 5 p.m. Sunday. Each
photographer has donated two
matched prints: one for the auction
and a second to be hung in the
soup kitchen. Photographs will be
on display at Fairlane during mafl

hours. Images will rotate during the -

exhibit with 40 prints being shown
each day. Founded in 1929, the
Capuchin Soup Kitchen serves the
disadvantaged peopie of the metro
Detroit area by providing emer-
gency services including foods

| clothing, furniture, and appliances.

(313) 579-2100, ext. 201

CILAS SICAL

ANN ARBOR SYMPHONY
ORCHESTRA: Mozart Birthday
Bash pays tribute to Mozart on his
245th birthday 8 p.m. Saturday,
Jan. 27, at the Michigan Theater,
Detroit. $17-$30. (734) 994-4801
CHAMBER MUSIC SOCIETY OF
DETROIT: Brentano String Quartet
8 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 3, in the
Seligman Performing Arts Center
at Detroit Country Day School,
Beverly Hills. $18-$67, $15 stu-
dents. (248) 645-6666
DEARBORN SYMPHONY
ORCHESTRA: Violinist Carolyn
Huebl joins the orchestra for
Prokofiev Viofin Concerto No. 1 in
D 8 p.m. Friday, Jan. 26, at Edsel
Ford High School, Dearborn. $18,
$2 students. (313) 565-2424
DETROIT SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA:
Tchakovsky’s Manfred Symphony 8
p.m. Friday, Jan. 26, 8:30 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 27, and 2 p.m.
Sunday, Jan. 28at Orchestra Hall,
Detroit. $15-$52. (313) 576-5111
LIVONIA SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA:
Spotlights the talent of 18-year-old
pianist Joshua Cullen 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 20, at Churchill High
School, Livonia. $15, $10 students.
(734) 425-4855/(248) 645-6666
MICHIGAN CHAMBER PLAYERS: 4
p.m. Sunday, Jan. 21, at Rackham
Auditorium, Ann Arbor. No admis-
sion charge. (734) 764-2538
MUSIC AT MEMORIAL: Featuring
the music of Detroit composers
James Lentini, James Hartway,
Lettie Alston and Mark Gottlieb 3
p.m. Sunday, Jan. 21, at Grosse
Pointe Memorial Church. $15, $10
students/seniors. (313) 882-5330

AUDITIONS/

OPPORTUNITIES

SCHOOLCRAFT COLLEGE: Auditions
for On Golden Pond, 7 p.m.
Tuesday-Wednesday, Jan. 23-24 in
the Liberal Arts Building Theatre,
18800 Haggerty. The play will be
presented March 23-24 and March
30-31 in a dinner theater setting
and Apni 6-7 0 & theatei geitoi-
mance. (734) 462-4596.

FIRST THEATER GUILD OF
BIRMINGHAM: Auditions for Charlie
and the Chocolate Factory 2 p.m.
Sunday, Jan. 21 and 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 23, Knox Auditorium
at First Presbyterian Church, 1669
Maple (between Southfield and
Cranbrooks). Be prepared to read.
Rehearsals Tuesday & Thursday
evenings and Sunday afternoons at
the church. Show opens Friday,
March .30 and closes Sunday, April
8. (248) 644-2087,

JAZZ/SPIRIT DANCE THEATRE:
Holds auditions Tuesday through
the month of January, dancers
should be age 18 and up with

expertise in modern and jazz, at
the Jazz & Spirit Dance Theatre of
Detroit. (313) 534-0301
NORTHVILLE CONCERT CHORALE:
Auditions for its performance of
Mozart's Requiem 10 a.m. to noon
Saturday, Jan. 20 at First
Presbyterian Church, Northville.
The 50-member chorale will per-
form the Requiem with soloists and
the Michigan Sinfonietta Orchestra
of Ann Arbor 7 p.m. Sunday, March
18. To schedule an audition, call
(248) 349-0911

PLYMOUTH CORIMUNITY CHORUS:
Began rehearsals on Tuesday, Jan.
9 for its spring concert April 28-29,
auditions will be held by appoint-
ment 7 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 23 and
30, first sopranos, tenors and bass-
es are especially needed but there
are some openings for second
sopranos and altos, at First United
Methodist Church, Plymouth.

(734) 455-4080

SESAME STREEY LIVE: Auditions
for professional dancers who can
act and actors who can dance, age
18 and up 1:30 p.m. Friday, Jan.
26, at the Fox Theatre, Detroit.
Enter stage door on north side of

' Montcalm which intersects

Woodward. (612) 375-9670, ext.
704 :

SRO PRODUCTIONS: Auditions for
Woman in Mind , a comedy about a
woman married to a boring cleric,
7 p.m. Monday, Jan. 22, at The
Burgh, Southfield's historic church.
For March 9-14, 16-18 and 23-25
performances. (248) 827-0710
SWING BAND: The OPC Senior

‘Band invites musicians to dust off

their instruments and join the band
6-8 p.m. Wednesdays, or just drop
by to listen, at the Rochester Older
Persons Commission. (248) 646-
2864 '

THEATRE GUILD OF LIVONIA-
REDFORD: Auditions for The
Fantastiks 7 p.m. Sunday-Monday,
Jan. 21-22, roles available for 6
men, one young girl and a mime, at
the theater, Redford. Performance
dates are March 23-24 and 30-31,
and April 1 and 6-8. (313) 531~
0554 v

VERDi OPERA THEATRE OF
MICHIGAN: |s looking for entries
for its 7th annual Italian Songs and
Arias Vocal Competition for
Michigan High School Students.

. The competition helps develop

young amateur vocal talent and
promotes appreciaiion 1or [tanan
music and language. Deadline for
submitting tapes is Saturday, Feb.
17. Ten finalists will be chosen
from cassette audiotape auditions
submitted through their respective
high schools. Each finalist will
receive a cash prize ranging from
$50 to $1,000 in addition to the
opportunity to perform before a live
audience at the final concert 4
p.m. Sunday, May 6 at the Italian
American Cultural Center in
Warren. {734) 455-8895

POPS/SWING

BIRD OF PARADISE ORCHESTRA: 9
p.m. Monday, at the Bird of

A Guide to entertamment in the Metro Detroit area

00000.0000.00‘!000000O.....oo.o

Paradise, Ann Arbor. $7 cover.
(734) 662-8310 (big band swing,
bop)

JIM PARAVANTES & COMPANY:
8:30 p.m. to 1 a.m. Friday-Saturday
through February, at Excalibur,
Southfield. (248) 358-3355

CONMMUNITY
BAND/CHOIR

TWO FOR ONE: The Farmington
Community Band joins the ,
Birmingham Concert Band in a spe-
cial concert 3 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 21
at Harrison High School, 12 Mile
{between Middlebelt and Orchard
l.akes) Farmington Hills. After each .
band has performed a variety of
selected pieces, the two bands will
join together for a combined perfor-
mance. No charge, (734) 261-
2202 or visit www.fcomusic.org
VALENTINE DINNER DANCE:
Sponsored by the Farmington
Community Band, Friday, Feb. 9 at
Gien Oaks Country Club in
Farmington Hilis. Event features.
the Farmington Community Band
Dance Band playing music for your
dancing and listening pleasure.
Cash bar cocktail hour 6:30 p.m.,
pbuffet dinner 7:30 p.m. Dancing
until midnight. Tickets $42 per per-
son for dinner and dancing, special
pricing awailable for tickets pur-
chased before Jan. 19. Tables of
eight may also be reserved. (734)
261-2202 or (248) 489-3412 or
visit www.fcbmusic.org
COMMUNITY CONCERT
ASSOCIATION OF TROY: Presents
the Troy High School Concert Choif
and Stardust Vocal Ensemble, 8
p-m. Wednesday, Jan. 24 at Troy
High School, 4777 Northfield
Parkway. $15, (810} 979-8406 or

{248} 335-5307.

..A.‘v.\ A mnu.»‘. - .

RON BROOKS TRIO 9 p.m. Tuesday
and Thursday, at the Bird of
Paradise, Ann Arbor. $5 cover.
(734) 662-8310 ‘
FREDDIE COLE TRIO: Will perform
A Tribute to Louis Armstrong, 7
p.m. Thursday, Jan. 18, Museum of
African American History, Detroit.
$25, (313) 494-5870

DAVE DOUGLAS: With Guy

: Klucevesek, Mark Feldman, Greg
i Cohen, 8 and 10 p.m. shows,

Friday, jan. 26, Kerrytown Concert
House, Ann Arbor. $10-28, (734)
769-2999 .

PAUL FINKBEINER’S JAM SESSION:
9 p.m. Sunday, at the Bird of
Paradise, Ann Arbor. $2 cover.
(734) 662-8310

DALE GRISA TRIO: 5-7 p.m.
Tuesday, at Sweet Lotraine's in the
Livonia Marriott Hotel. (734) 953-
7480

JAZZ LEGACY SERIES: A tribute to
Louis Armstrong featuring Freddie
Cole (Nat King Cole's younger
brothet) and his quartet, Jerry Byrd
{guitar), Herman Burney (bass) and.
Curtis Boyd (drums) 7 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 18, Museum of
African American History, 315 E.
Warren, Detroit. Tickets $25.
(313) 494-5870 or (313) 494-
5808 :

SHEILA LANDIS TRIO: 1-4 p.m.
Sunday, Jan. 21, Lily’s Seafood,
Royal Oak. (248) 591-5459L08
GATOS: 9 p.m. Wednesday, at the
Bird of Paradise, Ann Arbor, $5
cover. (734) 662-8310

TONY POPE’'S N'ORLEANS SIX:
Saturday, Jan. 20, Steak and Ale, .
Madison Heights. (248) 588-4450
BIRMINGHAM VESPERS: Barbara
Ware and The Kevin Grenier Trio
with Steve Wood on saxophone 6
p.m. Sunday, Jan. 21. (248) 644-
0550, , :
JOHN PIZZARELLI TRIO: Jazz gui-
tarist John Pizzarelli brings his trio
to Orchestra Hall in Detroit 8 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 19. $17 to $65, (313)
576-5111. '
RON’S FIRESIDE INN: Matt
Michaels Trio with guest vocatist
April Tini, 8-11:30 p.m. Wednesday,
Jan. 24, 28937 Warren (east of
Middlebelt), Garden City. (734)
762-7756.

DETROIT BLUES PIANO SUMMIT
IV: Features Joe Hunter, Dr. Teddy
Harris, Kenny Cox, 2-4:30 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 20. The Scarab Club,
217 Farnsworth, Detroit. No -
charge. (313) 831-1250.

FOL K/
BELUEGRASS
e —

ANN ARBOR FOLK FESTIVAL: Matt
Watroba, David Wilcox and others
6 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 27, at Hill
Auditorium, Ann Arbor. Tickets
(734) 763-TKTS/information_ (734)
761-1451

ALEX DE GRASS!: 8 p.m. Thursday,
Jan. 18, at The Ark, Ann Arbor.
$15. (734) 763-TKTS

CONOR O’NEILL'S TRADITIONAL -
IRISH PUB: Mogue Doyle, @ p.m.
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Thursday, Jan. 18, traditional Irish
session 7 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 22,
open Mike 9 p.m. Monday, Jan. 23,
Bili Long 9 p.m. Wednesday, Jan.
24, 318 S. Main St., Ann Arbor.
(734) 665-2968.

THE ARK: Fred Eaglesmith 8 p.m.~
Friday, Jan. 19, $13.50. Sons of
the Never Wrong 7:30 p.m. Sunday,
Jan. 21, 316 S. Main St., Ann
Arbor. $11, (734) 761-1800.

D ANCE

MIDDLE EASTERN DANCE: Cedena
Boukraa demonstrates the fine
points of sword dance as well as
other Middie Eastern dances 2-3
p.m. Sunday, Jan. 21 at the William
P. Faust Public Library of Westland.
(734) 326-6123

MIOON-DUSTERS: Ballroom dancing
to live bands 8:30-11:30 p.m.
Saturday, at the lLivonia Civic
Center, 15218 Farmington, Livonia.
$5. (248) 967-1428

U-M BALLROOM DANCE CLUB:
Balfroom dance lesson and open
dancing 4-10 p.m. Sunday, at the
Union Baliroom, Ann Arbor. $2.
(734) 763-6984

C O NMEDY

JD'S KEY CLUB: Jimmy Dore, Steve
Ebling, 7 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 23;
Kevin Burke, Bill Barr, 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 30; Jef Brannan,
Brett Alan, 7 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 6;
Barry Neal, Kevin Kramis, 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 13; Jim McHugh, Dan
Greuter, 7 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 20,
at the club, Pontiac. $6 admission.
(248) 338-7337

JOEY’S COMEDY CLUB: Robert
Hawkins, Jan. 17-20,at the club
above Kicker's All American Grill,
Livonia. (734) 261-0555.

PENN THEATRE: Mike Lucas 7 p.m.
and 9 p.m. Friday-Saturday, Jan.
18-20, at the theater, Piymouth.
(734) 453-6530 or visit the Web
site at www.PennTheatre.com
SECOND CITY: Here Comes My
19th Nervous Breakdown, 8 p.m.
Wednesday-Sunday; 1001 Improv
Jammers 8 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 20
and 27, and March 8, at the club
in Detroit. $15 and $20. (313)
965-2222/(248) 645-6666 or
www.secondcity.com

7TH HOUSE: Bingo! An audience
participation comedy romp, pre-
sented 8 p.m. Thursday-Saturday
and 4 p.m. Sunday, at the theatre,
Pontiac. $20. (248) 335-8100 or
www.bingotheshow.com

MUSEUMS AINND
TOURS

ANN ARBOR HANDS-ON MUSEUM:
The museum offers more than 250
interactive exhibits intended to
make science fun, at the museum,
Ann Arbor. Hours are 10 a.m. 10 5
p.m. Tuesday-Saturday and noon to
5 p.m. Sunday. $6, $4
children/seniors /students. (734)
295-5439

PLYMOUTH HISTORICAL MUSEUM:
The First Ladies of Fashion exhibit
featuring 14 reproduction Inaugural
Ball Gowns continues to Feb. 1, at
the museum, Plymouth. $3, $1 stu-
dents, $7 family. (734) 455-8940

LIV E
MUSIC

ADAM’S CASTLE: With A Thousand-
Times Yes, Brand New Blue,
Thursday, Jan. 25, Gold Dollar,
Detroit. (313) 833-6873.
LORI AMEY: 7 p.m. Friday, Jan. 26,
Borders Books and Music, Troy. All
ages. Free, (248) 585-6029
AN EVENING WITH RICHARD
ASHCROFT: Rescheduled, 6 p.m.
Sunday, Jan. 21, St. Andrews Hall,
Detroit. Ail ages. $22.50 advance.
All ages. (313) 961-8961,
A PERFECT CIRCLE: With Snake
River Conspiracy, Thursday, March
29, on the campus of Eastern
Michigan University, Yspilanti.
Details to come.
CHUCK BERRY AND JERRY LEE
LEWIS: 6:30 p.m. Friday, Jan. 19,
Fox Theatre, Detroit. $35-$75.
(248) 645-66066.
- BETVIER BAYS: 9 p.n. Saturday,
. Feb. 24, Coyote Club, Pontiac.
Free. (248) 332-HOWL.
BLACK MAGIC CROSSING: 10 p.m
Saturday, Jan. 27, 313.jac, upstairs
from Jacoby’s, Detroit. $5. (313)
962-70687
BLOWTOP: Friday, Jan. 49, Tap
Room, Ypsilanti. (734) 482-5320
With The Muggs, Thursday, Jan
25, Cadieux Cafe, Detroit. (31.3)
882-8560; Saturday, Jan. 27, New
Way Bar, Ferndale. $5. 21 and
older. (248) 541-8870
DETROIT BLUES PIANO SUMMIT
IV: Featuring Joe Hunter, Kenny
Cox, Dr. Teddy Harris, 2 p.m
Saturday, Jan. 20, Scarab Club
Detroit. Free. All ages. (313) 262-

Making contact: Please submit popular music items for publication to Stephanie Casola; all others to Linda
Chomin, two weeks in advance to the Observer & Eccentric Newspapers, 36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia 48150 or

by fax (734) 591-7279. Items must include the date, time, venue, admission price and a telephone number.
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SARAH BRIGHTMAN: 8 p.m.

Saturday, March 17, Masonic

Temple, Detroit. $35-$65. (248)

645-6666

BROTHERS GROOVE: Friday, Jan.
19, Hunter House, Detroit. (313)
965-0265; Saturday, Jan. 20, TC's
Speakeasy, Ypsilanti, (734) 483-
4470; 10 p.m. Mondays, Fifth
Avenue Billiards, Royal Oak. (248)
542-9922; Friday, Jan. 26, Foran's
Irish Pub, Detroit. (313) 961-3043;
Noon, Wednesday, Jan. 31, Wayne
State University Student Center;
Wednesday, Jan. 31, Cadiuex Cafe,
Detroit. (313) 882-8560

AARON CARTER: 10 a.m. Sunday,
Feb. 25, State Theatre, Detroit.
$23. All agdes. (313) 961-5451
MIKE CLARK’S PRESCRIPTION
RENEWAL: Featuring Charlie
Hunter, D) Logic and Robert
Walter, 8 p.m. Sunday, March 11,
Magic Bag, Ferndale. $15 advance.
(248) 544-3030

CLASHBACK: A Clash Cover Band,
10 p.m. Friday, Jan, 19, 313.jac,
upstairs from Jacoby's, Detroit. $5.
(313) 962-7067

THE CODEPENDENTS: 9:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 24, Blind Pig, Ann
Arbor. $3 over 21 and $5 under 21.
(734) 996-8555.

CONNIPTION: With Liquid #9,
Crackjaw, 8 p.m. Friday, Jan. 19,
Magic Bag, Ferndale. $6. (248)
544-3030 :
CONSOLATION PRIZE: With
Wristrocket, Blindshot, Nowadays,
10 p.m. Friday, Jan. 26, 313.jac,
upstairs from Jlacoby's, Detroit. $5.
(313) 962-7067

CORNDADDY: With The Drapes,
Thursday, Jan. 18, Gold Dollar,
Detroit. (313) 833-6873

THE CRUMBS: With Proteins, 7
p.m. Thursday, Jan. 18, The
Sheiter, Detroit. $6. (313) 961-
8961

DEAD HEROES: 9 p.m. Saturday,
Feb. 24, Magic Stick, Detroit.
(313) 833-9700

DELL AND THE ROUGHCUTS: 8
p.m, Saturday, March 3, Trinity
House Theatre, Livonia. $10 or $8
for theatre members. (734) 464-
6302

DELTA 88: With Audra Kubat, 10
p.m. Saturday. Jan. 20, 313.jac.

upstairs from lacoby's, Detroit. $5. i

(313) 962-7067; With Kevin
Meisel, 8 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 3,
Trinity House Theatre, Livonia. $10
or $8 for theater members. (734)
464-6302

JASON DENNIE: 8 p.m. Saturday,
March 10, Trinity House Theatre,
Livonia. $10 or $8 for theater mem-
bers. (734) 464-6302

DOMESTIC PROBLEMS: With 19
Wheels, 8 p.m. Friday, Feb. 2,
Magic Bag, Ferndale. $7. (248)
544-3030.

STEVE EARLE: 7:30 p.m. Sunday,
Feb. 4, Michigan Theatre, Ann
Arbor. All ages. $23. (734) 668-
8397

EASY ACTION: With the Paybacks,
Saturday, Jan. 27, Gold Dollar,
Detroit. {313) 833-6873
EKOOSTIK HOOKAH: Performing for
Hash Bash celebration, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, April 7, Michigan
Theatre, Ann Arbor. $16.75. All
ages. (734) 668-8397
ESHAM:With Natas, 6 p.m. Friday,
Jan. 26 and 9 p.m. Saturday, Jan.
27, St. Andrews Hall, Detroit. All
ages. $25. (313) 961-8961
EVERLAST: 6:30 p.m. Wednesday,
Feb. 2, St. Andrews Hall, Detroit.
Tickets $20. All ages. (313) 961-
8961

MIKE GEORGIN: With Jason Dennie,
8 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 27, Trinity
House Theatre, Livonia. $10 or $8
for theater members. Master class
for bass players begins 6 p.m. and
costs additional $5. (734) 464-
6302

GHETTOBILLIES: Wlth Metropoix,
Mike Farley Band, ©:30 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 27, Blind Pig, Ann
Arbor. $5 over 21 and $6 under 21.
(734) 996-8555.

GYPSY DOG: © p.m. Saturday,
Wintergarden Tavern, Livonia. Free.
(248) 474-7159

HAPPENSTANCE: Friday-Saturday,
Jan. 1.9-20, 26-27, Feb. 16-17, 23-
24, Shantie Bar, Warren. (810)
755-50565; Friday-Saturday, Feb 3-
10, Stan's Dugout, Auburn Hilis
(248) 852-6433

HEMIGOD: With Braillehouse, 8
p.m. Saturday, Feb. 3, Magic Bag,
Ferndaie. $6. (248) 544-3030

AL HILL: 6 p.m. Monday, Jan. 22
Mac's Acadian Seafood, Saline
(7340 944-6227

AL HILL: 6:30 pm. Tuesday-
Saturday, Jan. 23-27, Jan. 30-Feb
3, Zydeco's, Ann Arbor. (734) 995-
3600; With the Love Butlers, 10
p.m. Friday, Feb. 2, Cavern Club

Ann Arbor. (734) 332-9800

AL HILL TRIO: 9 p.m. Tuesday-

Thursday, Jan. 23-25, Weber's, Ann
Arbor. (734) 665-36386.
HOWLING DIABLOS: 8 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 27, Magic Bag,
Ferndale. $7. (248) 544-3030
IMMIGRANT SUNS BIG BAND: 8
p.m. Friday, Jan. 26, Magic Bag,
Ferndale. $6. (248) 544-3030
IMMUNITY: 10 p.m. Friday, Feb.
23, The Cavern Club, Ann Arbor.
Cover charge. (734) 332-2900.
ALAN JACKSON: With Sara Evans,
8 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 3, The
Palace of Auburn Hills. $27.50-
$34.50. (248) 645-6666.

LEMON JAMES: 10 p.m. Saturday,
Jan. 20, Scalici's Underground
Lounge, Allen Park. {313) 382-
5844

JAZZHEAD: 10 p.m. Monday, Fifth
Avenue, Royal Oak. (248) 542-
0922.

JELLY’S PIERCED TATTOO: 8 p.m.
Friday, Feb. 2, Borders Books and
Music, Rochester Hills. Free. Al
ages. (248) 652-0558

BB KING: With Bobby Blue Bland,
The Manhattans, featuring Geratd
Alston and Blue Lovett, 8 p.m.

| Detroit. $30, $37.50, $75. (248)

CLUB CIRCUIT _ I

Saturday, Jan, 20, Fox Theatre,

645-6666

KNEE DEEP SHAG: 8 p m. Friday,
Feb. 23, Magic Bag, Ferndale. $7.
(248) 544-3030

BOBBY LEWIS AND THE
CRACKERJACK BAND: Thursday-
Saturday, Jan. 18-20, 25-27, Feb.
810, 15-17, 22-24, March 1-3, 8-
10, Major Tooley's Irish Pub,
Northvitle. (248) 465-1680

LINKIN PARK: With Taproot, 7:30
p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 13, Clutch
Cargo, Pontiac. $13.50. All ages.
{248) 645-6660

LOLLYPOP LUST KILL: With Diety,
Forge, 9:30 p.m. Friday, Jan. 26,
Blind Pig, Ann Arbor. $5. (734)
996-8555.

LOW: 9 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 10, St.
Andrews Hall, Detroit. $10. All
ages. (31.3) 961-8961.

MAGGIE’'S FARM: @ p.m. Saturday,
Jan 20, Feb. 3, 17, March 3,Coyote
Club, Pontiac. Free. {248) 332-
HOWL.

MATCHBOX 20 Wnth Everclear,
Lifehouse, 7:30 p.m. Saturday,
March 3, The Palace, Auburn Hills.
$24.50-$34.50. (248) 645-6666.

.m& xtcam cem

g Lanes {248) 887 1880 'w

www. 981imelt.com
665-2068 of ‘www.conoronellls.com

965-9500

R . COMP) NY. 1’:{4 E Washmgton St,
 -and ol 34) 213-1393 or www.arborbrewing.
; ma ARENA: 2800 N. Milford Road, H;ghland

21 and older Saturdays 18 and older Wedn sdays.

COBO ARENA: 301 Civic Center Drive, Detroit. (313) 9836616 ,
CONGCR O’NEILLS: 318 $. Main, Ann Arbor. Free iwe ente_ ainment {7

COWLEY'S: 33338 Grand River Avenue, i’armmgton {248) AT74-594:
THE DECK AND THE FIVE HOLE: 2301 Woodward Avenue, Detroit. (318}

DETROIT SCIENCE: 9 p.m.-5 a.m. Thursday-Saturday, 13090 inkster Road
| Redford. Cover $10 for 21 and over. Cover $15 for 18 9 year olci
G ver for women on ?hursdays (313) 438«.4146 or fetrof

f EL!E’S. 263 Pferce Street Blrmmgham (248) 647 2420
B Fir-Ts AVENUE BlmARDS 245 W. Fifth Avenue, Royai“Oak (248

Room«a,szs N. Maln st., Royéi Oak. Fre
C lder (248} 589- 3344 or www thegroov

Get There

Happenstance
Full Effect Records

for details.

Remember the rock you grew up on? The hard-hitting
power chords, the stuff you'd shake a fist at? Happenstance
does, and the band is determined to bring it all back, an
R&B-grounded sound as raw and in-your-face as ever, with
its second release, Get There. The album is a follow-up to
the band’s debut, Anytime, Anywhere, released in January
1999. If the name sounds familiar, it might have something
to do with the support the band’s received from WRIF
radio. Listen for an interview with Happenstancé 10 p.m.
Sunday, Jan. 14, on 101.1 FM WRIF. .

The trio, which formed by chance in Canton in 1994, fea-
tures Livonia native Robert Navarre on vocals and guitar,
drummer Jay Woolsey and bassist Jay Mitchell. Navarre’s
smooth, strong vocals lend power to songs like Know Solu-
tion, the title track and the floating ballad Come to Me.

With influences like Rush, Kansas and AC/DC, Happen-
stance can’t help but feed the flames of rock in the metro
area. And isn’t it about time? Learn more at
http:/listen.to/happenstance.

See Happenstance perform Friday-Saturday, Jan.
19-20 at Shantie Bar in Warren. Call (810) 755-5055 . .

— Review by S.A. Casola

MB80S: 8 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 20,
Magic Bag, Ferndale. $7. (248)
544-3030.

KENNY MEEKS: 8 p.m. Friday,
March 23, Trinity House Theatre,
Livonia. $10 or $8 for theater mem-
bers. (734) 464-6302

BRAD MEHLDAU TRIO: 7 p.m. and
9 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 21, Bird of
Paradise, Ann Arbor. 18 and older.
$20 advance. (734) 662-8310
METAPHYSICAL JONES: 10 p.m.
Thursdays, 313.JAC, upstairs from
Jacoby’s, Detroit. $5. 18 and over.
(313) 962-7067. :

BOB MILLER AND JERRY
PETERSON: 8 p.m. Friday, Jan. 19,
Borders Books and Music,
Rochester Hills. Free. All ages.
(248) 652-0558

MONK: 8 p.m. Friday, Feb. 2,
Trinity House Theatre, Livonia. $10-
or $8 for theater members. (734)
464-6302

NICKLEBACK: 8 p.m. Tuesday, Jan,
30, St. Andrews Hall, Detroit. $10.
All ages. {313) 961-8961
NOBODY’S BUSINESS: Hosis
Rockabilly Jam Sessions,
Thursdays at The New Way Bar,
Femdale. (248) 541-9870.

NORTH MISSISSIPPI ALL STARS: 8
p.m. Thursday, Jan. 25, Magic Bag,
Femdale. $12 advance. 18 and
older. (248) 544-3030

ORIGINAL BROTHERS AND
SISTERS OF LOVE: With The
Maypops, 9:30 p.m. Friday, Jan.
19, Blind Pig, Ann Arbor. $5 over
24 and $6 under 21. (734) 996-

85585,

OUT BY TUESDAY: With Apocalypse
Hoboken, Inside Five Minutes,
Nowadays, 6 p.m. Friday, Jan. 28,
The Shelter, Detroit. All ages.
(313) 541-8438

PANTERA: With Soulfly, Morbid
Angel, rescheduled to Thursday,
March 41, The Palace of Auburn
Hills. $30. Tickets already pur-
chased for the Nov. 25 date will be
honored. Refunds available at point
of purchase. (248) 645-600606
PARADIME: With the Beats at Will
band and DJ Mark E.P., special
guests The Athletic Mic League,
The Disregarded, 2:30 p.m
Saturday, Jan. 20, Blind Pig, Ann
Arbor. $6 over 21 and $7 under 21
(734) 996-8555

ASHLEY PEACOCK: With Cart and
Katie, 8 p.m. Friday, Jan. 26, Trinity
House Theatre, Livonia. $8 or $6
for theater members. (734) 464-
6302

PIERCE PETTIS: 8 p.m. Saturday,
March 17, Trinity House Theatre,
Livonia. $10 or $8 for theater mem-
bers. (734) 464-6302

PROFESSOR MARVEL: With
Hundred Days, Water Sign Rising,

Au Revoir Borealis, 9:30 p.m
Tuesday, Jan. 23, Blind Pig, Ann
Arbor. Free over 21 and $3 under
21. (734) 996-8555.

QUEERS: With The Independents,
Dynamite Boy, 7 p.m. Tuesday, Feb.
13, The Shelter, Detroit. All ages.
$8. (313) 961-8961

MICHAEL QUEST: © p.m. Saturday,
Jan 27, Feb. 10, Coyote Club,
Pontiac. Free. (248) 332-HOWL.
BROOKE RATLIFF: 8 p.m. Friday,
Jan. 26, Borders Books and Music,
Rochester Hills. Free. Al ages. .
(248) 652-0558

ROOMFUL OF BLUES: 8 p.m.
Thursday, March 8, Magic Bag, -
Ferndale. $15. 9248) 544-3030.
'708 SOUL JAM: Featuring The .
Stylistics, Dramatics, Chi-Lites,
Harold Melvin and the Blue Notes
and The Delfonics, 8 p.m. Saturday,
Feb. 17, Fox Theatre, Detroit. $30,
$37.50, $50. (248) 645-6666. .
16 HORSEPOWER: 9 p.m. Saturday,
Feb. 16, Magic Stick, Detroit. $12.
18 and older. (313) 961-8961
60 SECOND CRUSH:With Detektive
Riot, The Bomb Pops, 8:30 p. m.
Saturday, Jan. 20, Lili's 21,
Hamtramck. {313) 875-6555.
SLUMBER PARTY: With Ansonia,
Friday, Jan. 26, Gold Doliar, Detroit.
(313) 833-6873

SMOKEHOUSE: Saturday, Jan. 20,
The Village Bar & Grilie, Wayne.
(734)739-2360 . ‘
SNOCORE ICICLE BALL: With
Galactic, Les Claypool’s Frog
Brigade, Lake Trout, 7:30 p.m.
Sunday, Feb. 4, State Theatre,
Detroit. $26. All ages. (313) 961-
5451, '
SOUTH NORMAL: 2:30 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 25, Blind Pig, Ann
Arbor. $4 over 21 and $5 under 21.
(734) 996-8555.

THE UNFRIENDLYS & THE
LANTERNJACK: With 500 Feet of
Pipe, 9 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 27,
Magic Stick, Detroit. (313) 833-
9700

UZ: with Fi Harvey, 7:30 p.m
Wednesday, May 30, Palace of
Auburn Hills. Tickets $45-$130
(248) 645-6666

BROOKS WILLIAMS: 8 p.m
Saturday, April 27, Trinity House
Theatre, Livonia. $10 or $8 for the-
ater members. (734) 464-6302

THE WITCHES: With the
Lovemasters, W-Vibe, Saturday,
Jan. 20, Gold Dollar, Detroit. (313)
833-6873.

1964, THE TRIBUTE: Beatles pre-
mier cover band, Friday, Feb. 16
Magic Bag, Ferndale. $15. (248)
544-3030



http://www.PennTheatre.com
http://www.secondcity.com
http://www.bingotheshow.com
http://www.aivins.xtcom.com
http://www.arborbrewing.com
http://www.blindpigmusic.com
http://www.961melt.com
http://www.conoronetlls.com
http://www.detroitscience.com
http://www.golddoliar.com
http://www.thegrooveroom.com
http://www.palacenet.com
http://www.palacenet.com
http://www.palacenet.com
http://www.961melt.com
http://www.statetheater.com
http://listen.to/happenstance
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‘Antitrust’ is a modern-day thriller worth seeing

BY JON KaTZ
SPECIAL WRITER

Maybe it’s not the meek but
the geek who shall inherit the
earth. If so, it can’t hurt them to
inhabit a bit of James Bond
before they do. That seems to be
the message in Antitrust, a sur-
prisingly pleasing thriller for the
Z-generation, or whatever
they’re calling themselves this
week.

Young computer programming
genius Milo (Ryan Phillipe of
Cruel Intentions) is recruited
and seduced by the perceived
idealism of Gary Winston (Tim
Robbinsg), the Bill Gates-like
head of giant software company
N.U.R.V. (Never Underestimate
Radical Vision). Gary gives a

B ‘Cynicism aside, Antitrust is a well thought-out
piece that promotes the cause of free access to
the codes for all computer programs (open-
source) as opposed to the corporate monopoly
currently before the courts.’

motivational speech right out of
Patton, cautioning that in life, as
in binary code, “You're either a 1
ora0.”

Abandoning his friends and
garage-based startup company,
Milo joins N.U.R.V. to make his-
tory by perfecting digital conver-
gence, the linking of all commu-
nications devices. He’s assigned
to a think tank with snowboards
on the wall and people named

Stinky. We can tell how dazzled
Milo is with Gary and his break-
through technology; when shown
a new program, he gushes, “The
compression is awesome!”

But outside the N.U.R.V. cam-
pus, programmers are dropping
like last year’s game formats.
When Milo’s best friend is killed,
he turns into Tom Cruise to go
undercover and expose Gary and
his cohorts, which eventually
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include everyone but the film’s
projectionist. There’s a terrific
line when one of the bad guys
corners Milo and laughs, “What’s
with the Mission Impossible
stuff? You're just a geek.”

Cynicism aside, Antitrust is a
well thought-out piece that pro-
motes the cause of free access to
the codes for all computer pro-
grams (open-source) as opposed
to the corporate monopoly cur-
rently before the courts. Along
the way, you get a taut story
with classic (some would say
trite) movie twists.

Ryan Phillipe is both the lead-
ing man and the leading problem
with Antitrust.

Too teen idolish to be a geek
and too frail to be a super-sleuth,
he’s likeable but unconvincing.
Milo has two women in his life;
four if you figure that neither
woman is who she pretends to
be. Claire Forlani (Meet Joe
Black) is Alice the artsy girl-
friend whose past is a lot more
colorful than her paintings.
Rachael Leigh Cook (She’s All
That) is programming assistant
Lisa, the only other person at
N.U.R.V. who looks like she’s
had a date and the only one Milo
can trust.

Veteran Tim Robbins is the
class of the field. The fact that
we know from the get-go that
he’s out to conguer the world at
all costs lets him have fun with
being a slimeball billionaire.

Antitrust is a logical successor
to 1983’s War Games. If you can
handle the geek speak and know
your way around a mouse, you
should. make it through without
crashing.

BY VICTORIA DIAZ
SPECIAL WRITER

October 1962. An American U-
2 spy plane sends some disturb-
ing photos back to Washington
authorities. In Castre’s Cuba,
more than 32 medium-range
missile sites have been discov-
ered. Behind the scheme (not
surprisingly) lurks America’s
arch-enemy, the Soviet Union.

As President John F. Kennedy
and his administration wrestle
with the situation, one thing
soon becomes clear: the presence
of these missiles (which, if
deployed, could reach as far as
Washington) cannot be tolerated.
On the other hand, just exactly
what to do about them proves to
be a rather murky and contro-
versial puzzle,

This hair-trigger episode,
which threatened to set off an
earth-shattering world war,
came to be known as the Cuban
Missile Crisis. It was, to say the
least, a tense and excruciatingly
dramatic time, and those of us
old enough to remember
Kennedy’s live television
announcement of his decision to
blockade Cuba will probably
never forget it. But, in Thirteen
Days, neither director Roger
Donaldson (The Bounty) or
screenwriter David Self (The
Haunting) has managed to cap-
ture the excitement or the high
drama. Instead, we end up with
a mishmash of words, talking
heads, clenching jaws, enough
meaningfut glances for the froth-
iest of soap operas, and a pace
that is not only slow, but down-
right ponderous at times.

Told from the viewpoint of
presidential aide, Kenneth
O’Donnell, this version of events
shows military brass like Gen.
Curtis LeMay (Kevin Conway)

" and Gen. Maxwell Taylor (Bill

Trapped: Ryan Phillipe and Rachael Leigh Cook star in’
Antitrust, in metro area theaters now.

Smitrovich) at almost constant

odds with the cooler heads of -

those gathered in the Oval
Office: JFK (Bruce Greenwood),
his brother, Bobby (Steven Culp,
in one of the film’s strongest per-
formances), and O’Donnell
(Kevin Costner, challenged con-
siderably by his character’s
Boston-Irish-Harvard speech).
Another cool head belongs to
the aging UN ambassador, Adlai
Stevenson (played admirably by
that unsung actor, Michael Fair-
man). Dean Rusk (Henry Strozi-
er), Robert McNamara (Dylan
Baker), McGeorge Bundy (Frank
Wood), Ted Sorenson (Tim Kelle-
her), and Dean Acheson (Len

Cariou) also illustrate that ,

another kind of “war” existed
around the President’s confer-
ence tables. Lyndon B. Johnson
(Walter Adrian) is, according to
this picture, kept out of the fray
entirely, which seems rather
unlikely for an officeholder who
is “only a heartbeat away” from
the presidency, and more than a
little disturbing if true. The
shutting-out of the vice-presi-
dent is not hashed-over here,
though; he seems to have been
merely invisible during the cri-
sis.

For film trivia buffs: Christo-
pher Lawford, an actor who is a
blood relative of the late Presi-
dent, portrays a pilot eager to do
his part on a hazardous mission
over Cuba.

Washington conference room
scenarios are occasionally inter-
cut with shots of the U.S. Navy
enforcing the American blockade
of Cuba, or surveillance flyovers,
or some domestic scenes in the
O’Donnell household. Though
these provide variety and relief
from the vaguely claustrophobic
Washington deliberations, they
simply seem like scenes in a

Film fails to capture story«»--
of Cuban Missile Crisis

Drama: Kevin Costner
stars in “Thirteen Days.”

movie, with httle “you-are-there
feel to them at all. In addition,
strongly manlpulatlve back-
ground score doesn’t improve

matters. Some scenes, shot in....

black-and-white, apparently ai
for a kind of nostalgic-docudra
ma touch, but often come off a
just another intrusive cmematz
gimmick.

We all know how this stor
ends, of course. Still, it seem
that ﬁlmgoers these days have
rlght to expect moviemakin
that is fresher and more arrest
ing than this. If you're lookin

for a dry-as-chalk history lesson, -

L

you may have found it in this

movie. But if you're looking for -

memorable filmmaking, this

oS L

isn’t it. Thirteen Days runs just *

over two hours, and sometimes
feels almost as if it’s takmg place
in real time. .

P

"COMING ATTRACTIONS

Scheduled to open Friday, Jan. 26

SHADOW OF THE VAMPIRE

Fictionalized look at the making of Mur-
nau's hortor classic Nosferatu where
Murnau (John Malkovich) hires a real
vampire {Willem Dafoe) to star in the
movie. Also stars Cary Elwes, Catherine
McCormack, Udo Kier, Eddie lzzard and
John Aden Gillet.

THE CLAIM

- Dillon, a man who in a moment of drunk-

en impulse, sells his wife and daughter
to the devil for the clalm to'a gold mine
finds that 20 years later he is rich
beyond his wildest dreams. The sudden
arrival of his wife and daughter forces
him to re-evaluate his wealth.

The Claim

SUGAR AND SPICE

The bond between five high school
cheerieaders grows stronger when one
of them becomes pregnant with the star

quarterback’s chitd. The squad finds -

itself turning to a life of crime to ensure

the baby’s financiat future.
ESCANABA IN DA MOONLIGHT

Twisted comedy about five Yoopers ~
residents of Michigan's Upper Peninsul

deer camp on the eve of the opening
day of the 1989 hunting season. Stars
Jeff Daniels and Harve Presnell.

Scheduled to open Friday, Feb. 2

VALENTINE

A thrifler about four women who find
themselves being stalked by a killer
over Valentine's Day weekend and find -
reason 1o believe that the killer is

someone from their childhood past.

Stars David Boreanaz, Denise Richards. s |

" - and their escapades at a ramshackle ’







