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Cop Calls: An alleged 
intruder fired a shot at a 
Canton man Monday. 
Nobody was injured and 
police are investigating. 

Plowing ahead: A primer 
on which streets are cleared 

Winter adventure: Slip 
and slide in a fun-filled 
visit to the Spirit of Ford 
Automotive Adventure 
Center. / El 

Looking it over: Buyers, 
especially, and maybe 
sellers, too, can benefit 
from a home inspection. 
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unique 
Plymouth-Canton school board members dis-
cussed a compromise Monday that would 
give the district more control over the pro-
posed Menlo Park Academy, a brain-based 
learning center. 

full plates. 
Financial concerns for Menlo Park 

Academy appear to have been con-
quered as Samuel Flam, developer of 
the brain-based learning environment 
being proposed for Plymouth-Canton 
Schools, altered his plan to allow for 
the district to charter the new school. 

"In doing tha t ... your staff would 

B Y TONY BRUSCATO 
STAFF WRITER 
tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net 

Plymouth-Canton school board mem-
bers are struggling with a decision that 
could put the district on the cutting 
edge of public education, but at the 
same time tax district administrators 
with one more project on their already 

provide the teaching service and the 
foundation grant money would come 
back to the school district, instead of 
staying with the charter school," Flam 
told trustees. "And, in return for that, 
you would provide the services 
required to operate an e lementary 
school. 

"That's a very unique and innovative 
approach to charter schools," he said. 
"There's nothing like it in the state." 

Two weeks ago, F lam's proposal 
called for the K-2 school, to be located 
within the boundaries of the Plymouth-
Canton school district, to be chartered 
by Wayne County Regional Education-

al Service Agency. Plymouth-Canton 
school board members were concerned 
they could lose nearly $2 million if the 
majority of the 300 students came from 
PCCS. 

However, a four-year financial pro-
jection presented by Flam indicates 
Plymouth-Canton Schools would real-
ize a gain of $1.3 million from the pro-
ject, after all costs, if it charters the 
school. 

Under the new proposal, PCCS iiiay 
have a bit more control over Menlo 
Park. In the first option, a Plymouth-

Please see SCHOOL DEAL, A3 

When last we visited with Carole 
and Jim Kody of Canton and their 
group of triplet families late in the 
summer of 1998, the trios of children 
ranged in age from then 4-month-old 
Kyle, Abigail and Emily Lindbloom 
to the eldest, Elizabeth, Philip and 
John Kody, then 15 months. 

The Lindblooms are now 2% years 
old and the Kodys now 3'k The origi-
nal group of seven families has 
grown to 17 and given themselves a 
moniker, "Aftershock X 3," (pro-
nounced "aftershock times three"). 

We caught up with the Canton-
based triplet family group again for a 
holiday party at the Kody!s. Labor 
pains and pregnancy concerns have 
turned to simply keeping up with a 
triple threat of toddler tantrums, tri-
als and tribulations. 

B Y PAUL HURSCHMANN 
STAFF WRITER 
phurschmann@oe.homecomm.net 

There are exactly 25 children, 18 
adults and a photographer running 
around the family room, kitchen and 
basement of the Kody home in a com-
fortable neighborhood west of Beck 
Road in Canton on a recent Saturday 
af ternoon. Tha t ' s eight se ts of 
t r ip le t s , eight se ts of pa ren t s , a 
grandmother, a family friend and an 
Observer photographer. 

It is - as hos tess Carole Kody 
warned - "rather loud." But not near-
ly as loud as one might expect consid-
ering the number of young children. 
Sure, there is the occasional wail of 
crying from one, or more of the sib-
lings. 

Nata l ie Gannon of Livonia, 3, 
begins screaming. Soon her s is ter 
Madeline follows. Brother Gregory 
inves t iga tes . He, too, begins t h e 
familiar yowl. 

"I'm right here," assures Susan 

STAFF PHOTOS BY PAUL HURSCHMANN 

_ together: Abigail Lindbloom of Canton, 2% (from left) brother Kyle, mom Lisa and 
sister Emily play with a puzzle-while the original "Grinch," plays in the tape player on televi-
sion in the background. In the photo below, Carole Kody of Canton attempts to get all three of 
her children to sit still for the photo. From left, Philip, Elizabeth and John, 3k 

Gannon, returning to Natalie's view; 
"They're still at that stage. If I'm not 
where they expect me to be, they 
start howling." 

And there is the occasional cry of 
pain as one of the triplets falls off a 
teeter ̂ totter, or rolls down a couple of 
steps onto his brother's head before 
mom catches them. 

"I think it's more challenging now 
'that they're older," said Rick Lind-
bloom of Canton. "They're up and 
running constantly. They're tugging 
at you and you don't know what 
they're saying." 

"They require more physical atten-
tion," adds his wife, Lisa Lindbloom. 
"It's more tiring." 

Please see TRIPLETS,A3 

District will boost 

VAN BUREN PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

BY HEATHER NEEDHAM 
STAFF WRITER 
hneedham@oe.homecomm.net 

The upkeep, troubleshooting and 
technical support involved with the 
Van Buren school district's computer 
network has proven to be too big of a 
job for one person. 

The district's school board Monday 
unanimously approved hiring a tech-
nology support specialist to help with 
these tasks. 

Superintendent Larry Tabor said the 
district has spent about $600,000 over 
the past year on computers and related 
equipment. Every classroom at the ele-
mentary and middle school level has at 
least one computer and the re a re 
seven computer labs at the high 
school. 

"We haven't been able to keep up 
with the service and training," he said. 

"We knew we would have to add this 
position when we bought them." 

The district is offering a $30,000 
salary, plus $8,UUU in oenents. The 
full-time job will encompass 11 months 
out of the year. Candidates must have 
at least a high school diploma, possess 
strong knowledge of Macintosh and 
Windows operating systems, including 
sof tware and ha rdware and have 
dependable transportation available, 
among other things. 

Technology specialist Nancy Cornett 
said the new person will allow her to 
focus more on professional develop-
ment and steering the district's tech-
nology-related initiatives and less on 
technical suppor t . Her sa la ry is 
$46,003, excluding benefits. 

"I want to really concentrate on get-
ting us all on the same page technolo-

Please see TECH SUPPORT, A3 

Storm batters Army 

B Y TONY BRUSCATO 
STAFF WRITER 
tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net 

The nearly 20 inches of snow that's 
fallen on the Plymouth-Canton area 
the past 10 days has taken its toll on 
the Salvation Army's holiday quest to 
meet its finan-

'The weather didn't do us any 
favors.' 

cial obligations 
for needy fami-
lies. 

"The weather 
didn't do us any 
favors," admits 
Capt . S tephen 
Hul l f rom his 
Salvation Army 
office in Plymouth Township, which 
serves the Plymouth , Canton and 
Northvil le communit ies . "We lost 
near ly th ree days of bell r ing ing 
because of the snow." 

Hull said the Rotary Club did a great 
job of making up some of the difference 
last weekend and is hoping the Kiwa-
nis Club will do the same this week-

end. 
They'll need to work hard to make 

up a huge deficit.' Hull said the Red 
Kettle campaign has thus far netted 
$75,000 in cash, far short of its goal of 
$113,000. 

"We have a long way to go, but the 
week betore 
Chr i s tmas is 
usua l ly our 
s t r o n g e s t 
week," said 
Hull. "Reach-
ing our goal is 
still doable, but 
it will certainly 
be a s t re tch . 

The one thing we can't control is the 
weather ... it has a mind of its own." 

Hull said getting bell ringers for the 
weekdays has been his biggest chal-
lenge, while volunteers for evenings 
and weekends have responded well. 

As for the mail-in campaign, the Sal-

Please see SALVATION ARMY, A3 

-Capt. Steven Hull, 
district Salvation Army office 
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Assault expulsion ends in '01 
BY HEATHER NEEDHAM 
STAFF WRITER 
hneedham@oe.homecomm.net 

A Bel lev i l le H igh School 
sophomore was expelled by the 
Van Buren Public Schools Board 
of E d u c a t i o n for a s s a u l t i n g 
a n o t h e r s t u d e n t e a r l i e r t h i s 
month. 

But the seven-member board 
agreed that because the boy had 
no p r io r s e r i o u s d i sc ip l ina ry 
problems tha t he would only be 
expelled for the remainder of the 
calendar year. Under state law, 
students may be expelled for up 
to' 180 days for f ight ing or for 
bringing weapons to school. 

The a s s a u l t r e p o r t e d l y 
occurred Dec. 1 a t Bel levi l le 
High School. 

The board met in closed ses-
sion for more than an hour Mon-

• VAN BUREN PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

day to decide the case. The disci-
p l inary h e a r i n g was in i t ia l ly 
scheduled for Monday, Dec. 11, 
bu t was canceled because of 
weather. 

Board treasurer Martha Toth' 
said the student will be on pro-
bation once he returns to school 
Jan. 2, 2001. 

"He'd better be in school and 
behaving," Toth said. "We expect 
him to follow the rules." 

Because the assault appeared 
to be one-sided and impulsive , it 
was t reated differently than if 
two students were fighting. 

"There are lots of cases of scuf-
fles and f ights in high school 
where normally a kid is out for 
10 days," Toth said. a H e j u s t 

punched him*. We thought i t was 
a little more serious." 

Some things the board took 
into consideration included the 
boy's lack of serious disciplinary 
record and his wi l l ingness to 
undergo counseling, Toth said. 

"We hope he will be able to see 
this as a signal that he needs to 
change." 

She described the board's deci-
sion as firm but fair. 

"We wanted to come up with a 
decision tha t acknowledges the 
ser iousness of the offense but 
wanted to make sjure he would 
be allowed back in January." 

Belleville High School Princi-
pal Bruce Greene said school 
fights are fairly typical and usu-

ally involve boyfriend/girlfriend 
d i s p u t e s . They a r e u s u a l l y 
resolved quickly and peacefully. 
There is no police presence or 
d e d i c a t e d secu r i ty t e a m a t 
Belleville High. 

"We have paraprofessioi ials 
t h a t we hire to work the hall-
ways, help out. in classrooms and 
the media center," he said. 

When students fight, teachers 
and sometimes other s tudents 
act as eyes and ears. 

"Anytime a student is involved 
in a fight, they are written up by 
a t eacher or whomever saw it 
and we handle it," Greene said. 

Staff usual ly breaks up stu-
dent f ights in hal lways pret ty 
quickly. 

"If we tell t he k ids to stop, 
they stop," Greene said. 

Report: shot fired inside home 
An int ruder allegedly fired a 

shot Monday tha t missed a Can-
ton resident in his home in the 
41000 block of Canton Cour t , 
according to Canton Police. 

The i n c i d e n t r e p o r t e d l y 
occur red a t 7:35 p .m. , t h e 
intended victim, 30, told police. 
While in his bedroom, the man 
told police he heard a loud knock 
on h i s f r o n t door a n d some 
"rustling." He then called down 
to his roommate, a 21-year-old 
man, to see what was going on. 
When h i s r o o m m a t e d i d n ' t 
respond, the 30-year-old went to 
the top of the staircase carrying 

COP CALLS 

an unloaded rifle. 
He then saw the intruder, who 

he described as a black man , 
about 25 years old, between 5-
foot-9 and 6 feet ta l l , coming 
toward him, the res ident told 
police. He said he produced the 
rifle and the intruder reportedly 
began to retreat. At that point, 
the intruder fired one shot at the 
C a n t o n man , bu t t he sho t 
missed^ Canton Police found one 
shell casing and determined tha t 

the shot traveled through sever-
al closets and finally through the 
building's attic. It was not recov-
ered. 

A f t e r f i r i n g t h e sho t , t h e 
intruder and possibly a second 
person fled the apartment. Can-
ton Police recovered a chrome-
p la ted h a n d g u n f rom t h e si te 
and are continuing to investigate 
the case. 

Drunken driving 
A 34-year-old Canton man was 

ci ted for opera t ing unde r t he 
in f luence of l iquor Thursday , 
Dec. 14, near the intersection of 
Canton Center and Geddes. A 
police report stated that an offi-
cer effected a traffic stop after 
noticing the man wasn't wearing 
a seat belt. The man reportedly 
told t h e officer t h a t he h a d 
drunk about seven drinks at a 
company Christmas par ty at a 
bar . The officer admin is te red 
field sobriety tests and a breath 
test , which showed a .25 level, 
exceeding Michigan's legal limit 
of .10. 

Canton troop celebrates 35th Eagle Scout 
Rick Keeling of Canton h a s 

become the 35th Eagle Scout out 
of Canton Boy Scout Troop 854. 

Eagle, status was conferred on 
Keeling Sept. 25. Troop 854 was 
founded some 28 years ago. 

Keeling joined Scouting in 1988 
as a Tiger Cub in Pack 904 from 
Hoover E lemen ta ry School in 
Wayne, and advanced through the 
ranks of Bobcat, Wolf, and Bear 
by 1993. He ( then transferred to 
Pack 854 under the guidance of 

Marty LaForte, in the fall of 1993. 
Rick received his Arrow of Light, 
and crossed over into Boy Scout-
ing and Troop 854 in 1995. 

During his time with the troop, 
Keeling took and active role in the 
troop and served as Assis tant 
Pat ro l Leader, Patrol Leader, 
Assistant Senior Patrol Leader, 
and Senior Patrol Leader. Her 
participated regularly in troop 
outings, camp outs, and service 
projects. 

Keeling, like many scouts, found 
that preparing meals for outings 
was one of his favorite par t s of 
Scouting. The annua l cooking 
competition was his favorite camp 
out. His scout patrols competed 
against the adults in these "cook-
off" challenges, with the adults 
winning, but eventually, as trial 
and error, Reeling's patrol won 
the main entree part of the compe-
tition twice. 

Keeling truly enjoyed the "out" 

part of Scouting. He enjoyed the 
camping, once a month, some-
times twice, either way was fine 
with him. Being in the outdoors, 
allowed him to challenge the skills 
tha t he learned along the way, 
and put them to good use. The 
love of the outdoors, friendships 
be tween the scouts, and the 
respect for nature were also an 
important par t of Scouting for 
Keeling, which lead to his Eagle 
Scout project. 
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store, per day. Entries due 01/31/2001. One winner will be chosen and contacted by phone and mail on 02/07/2001. 

V e r i z o n W i r e l e s s 

Christmas Past 

Christmas Future. 

Christmas Present. 
Get 1,100 minutes for 

just $19.99 monthly access 
(ioo weekday /1,000 night and ueefoend minutes] 

flu, flares are vsiio fts long as you're on the PflosftftH 

Want even mere minutes? 
Here you go: 

1800 3 b o weekday * 1,500 night 6 uMkMd 

31600 teounMey • 3,9fl» nigftt 6 uttktnd 

nofttMy «eem 

mnthly kchi 

NO LONG DISTANCE CHARGES 
and FRCC act ivat ion 
on these two plans. 

Plus, set a digital phone 

FREE 
APTE8 $50 MSIL-IN flEBRTE 

UITH NEW 2-YEflfl 
SERVICE AGREEMENT 

CANTON LIVONIA 
44011 Ford Rd. 33833 Plymouth Rd. 

(3 Blks. E. of Sheldon) (West of Farmington) 

(734)981-7440 (734)266-2300 

Join in. 

HOLIDAY 
HOURS 

Mon.-Sat. 
10 a.m.-8 p.m. 

Sunday 
11 a.m.-4 p.m. 

Simple. Affordable. National. V 0 n 7 0 n wireless 

Subject So terms of Cellular Service Agreement & Price Plan. New two-year contract and $30 activation fee required. $150 early termination fee. Requires credit approval. Digitai service not available in all areas, CDMA phone 
l required. Cannot be combined with other offers. Usage rounded to,next full minute. Unused allowances lost. Taxes, toll, & other charges apply. Phone may vary by location. Plans include 3 months free Verizon Wireless Extras 
1 which continues ot $ ! ! .99 per month until canceled. Weekdays 6 am - 10 pre M F; Nights and Weekends 50 pm • 6 am M-F including all day Sat. & Son. Limited time offer. Kyocera is a registered trademark of Kyocera Corporation. 

: 
v 

mailto:srosiek@oe.homecomm.ru
http://www.observer-eccentric.com
http://www.observer-eccentric.com
mailto:hneedham@oe.homecomm.net


The Observer & Eccentric/ THURSDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2000 (C)A3 

Chromosome disorder makes 
life tougher for triplet family 

STAFF PHOTOS BY PAUL HUR8CHMANN 

Horsing around: Haley Ealern of Can-
ton, 2, sits atop a rocking horse as 
mom Pam helps her giddyap. Haley 
lives with a condition known as "Par-
tial Chromosome Deletiondelaying 
her gross- and fine-motbr skill devel-
opment. 

As if triplets weren't enough to manage, Pam 
and Bill Ealem of Canton face an even tougher 
road. 

Daughte r Haley, 2, lives wi th a condition 
known as Chromosome Deletion. This leaves her 
developmenta l ly , as well as in te l l ec tua l ly , 
delayed with regard to her sisters. 

"She is gross motor-delayed, with some fine 
motor-delayed (chal lenges) ," exp la ins Pam 
Ealem. "She is missing the last band on Chro-
mosome 2, band 37.1" 

Haley appears only slightly smaller than sis-
ters Megan and Shelby. She is good natured, 
playful and seems to love the camera. 

"Oh yeah , she 's a h a m , " said P a m , when 
Haley perked up whi l e hav ing h e r p ic tu re 
taken. "She loves cameras." 

Most of her deficiencies are more noticeable to 
her parents than they are to strangers or even 
friends. 

"She still sleeps in a crib," Pam said. "She's 
the one t h a t ca tches every v i rus t h a t goes 
around. But she's a trooper. She has the best 
temperament. She teaches us every day about 
determination." 

Near ly a year ago, Haley stopped eat ing. 
Many of her troubles led to stomach upsets and 
regurgitation. A feeding tube was inserted and 
she now ingests all of her nutrition while sleep-
ing through the tube. 

"She has acid reflux," Pam said. "She decided 
that food is the root of all evil and just stopped." 

Doctors tell the Ealems tha t the condition is 
rare, but tha t with care and a t tent ion to her 
needs Haley should develop relatively normally, 
just not at the same pace as her siblings. 

"The biggest question mark is that there is just 
not enough in format ion about t he condition 
because it is so rare," said Pam. 

- Paul Hurschmann 
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Maura Baker 
of Belleville, 
3 (lower left) 
joins the 
Lindblooms -
Kyle, Emily 
and Abigail, 
2% and dad 
Brian of 
Canton - in 
front of the 
television in 
the family 
room. 

Triplets from page A1 

The group s tar ted with t he 
original seven moms who had 
me t a n d become f r i e n d s 
through their experiences with 
a triple dose of babies at Oak-
wood Hospital. Aftershock X 3 
grew as o the r fami l ies w i th 
triplets were referred through 
friends and family members. 

"I was shopping at JC Penny 
in the West land Mall in la te 
summer," said Pam Ealem of 
Canton, mother of Megan, Shel-
by and Haley, 2 - as well as 
older b ro the r Travis, 4. "My 
mother was wi th me and we 
were b u y i n g d re s se s and a 
woman overheard me say how 

hard it was to shop for three of 
the same of everything. 

"Well, she knew Caro le 
(Kody) arid she put her in touch 
w i th me. And, t h e n I me t 
Jeanne (Page, of Canton) out on 
a walk." 

The women get together once 
a month. Without kids. 

"We go to a different restau-
rant every m<mth," said Kody. 
And i t ' s g rea t . We're w i th a 
g roup of o the r s who r ea l l y 
unders tand what you're going 
through." 

The dads usually handle the 
k ids for t h e days w h e n the 
moms meet. The men usually 

only get together only once a 
year - twice, if they're lucky -
without moms and toddlers. 

The families also get together 
whenever they can. This year it 
was St. Patrick's Day, Fourth of 
Ju ly and Halloween, in addi-
tion to the holiday gathering at 
the Kodys. 

The g r o u p decided i t was 
g r o w i n g too l a r g e a n d now 
sends new t r ip le t pa ren t s to 
a n o t h e r group of met ro area 
parents of multiples. To contact 
tha t group call Livonia resident 
Barb Elandt, (734) 522-3506. 

Did you know? 
• The staff of the Canton Pub-

lic Library wishes a happy holi-
day season to all! 

• C h r i s t m a s r a n k s t h i r d 
a m o n g t h e ho l idays for t h e 
a m o u n t of money spen t on 
candy? 

• Pour ing yourself a cup of 
coffee, t ea or cola can quickly 
relieve the pain of a headache? 

• Some $1.4 billion was spent 
on holiday candy last year? 

• Of the 45 million Americans 
who planned a holiday trip last 
yea r , 77 pe rcen t t r ave l ed by 
plane? 

• The number of Chr is tmas 
trees bought by mail order last 
year was 330,000 

• In the past year, 4 million 
people s tar ted or rediscovered 
knitting and crocheting? 

Web Watch 
Check out these Web sites: 
• 
www.guinnessworldrecords.com 
• www.astronomy.com 
• www.allafrica.com 
• www.periodicals.net 
• wwwjumptheshark.com 

Holiday music 
Check out these CDs with sea-
sonal melodies: 
• Acoustic Christmas 
B A Merry Little Christmas -
Linda Rondstadt 
S My Kind of Christmas 
- Christina Aguilera 
R Superstar Christmas 
• A Wind Machine Christmas 
• Classic Christmas - Bil ly 
Gilman 

Q&A 
Q: When did trees become part 

of Christmas celebrations? 
A: E v e r g r e e n t r e e s and 

wreaths have been used as sym-
bols of e t e r n a l life s ince the 
ancient times of the Egyptians, 
Chinese and Hebrews. After the 
coming of Chr i s t i an i ty , ever-
greens were still used in Scandi-
navia lu scaits away liie uevil. In 
the Middle Ages, the Christmas 
tree, decorated with candles and 
wafers became popular, as did 
t he ga i ly decora ted wooden 
Christmas pyramid. By the 16th 
c6ntury, the two objects merged 
into what we now know as the 
Christmas tree. By the 19th cen-
tu ry , t he Chr i s tmas t ree was 
popular across Europe and the 
United States. 

Source: The Book of Answers 
fey Barbara Berliner ' 

Library construction update 
Adult collections of Reference, 

Nonfiction, feature film videos, 
CDs, Mich igan His to ry , CD-
Roms and Biograph ies have 
moved in to t e m p o r a r y l iving 

quarters in the East end of the 
l ibrary. All Fiction, magazines 
•and audio books still remain in 
the Community Meeting Room. 
For in format ion visi t the pro-
posed floor plan and our photo 
album of the expansion at our. 
Web site: www. cantonpl. org 

Staff favorites 
H e r e a re some audio books 

chose by library staff: 
• Their Eyes Were Watching 

God by Zora Neale 
• Shards of Honor by Lois 

MeMaster Bujold 
• Oldest Living Confederate 

Widow Tells AU by Allan Gur-
ganus 

• Mr. White's Confession by 
Robert Clark 

• All t i t l e s by J a n e t 
Evanovich 

S All l i l i e s in liie Milfoi 'u 
series by Jan Karon 

Hot topic of the week 
• A'phabet Day! Dec. 25, also 

known as "No-L" Day. This cele-
bration is for people who do not 
w a n t to send Chr is tmas cards 
b u t who w a n t to g r e e t t h e i r 
friends; so they send out cards 
listing the letters of the alphabet 
in order, but with a gap where 
the "L" would be. 

@ the Canton Library is com-
piled by Laura Dorogi of the 
library s t a f f . The library is at 
1200 S. Canton Center. For more 
information about library pro-
grams and services, call 397-
0999. 

School deal from page A1 

C a n t o n school board member 
and another member of the pub-
lic school community would be 
members of the Wayne RESA 
charter school board, though the 
dis tr ic t would have no control 
over its operation. 

Under the new plan, the dis-
trict would not be allowed, under 
s t a t e law, to h a v e one of i t s 
t rustees on the school board of 
the charter. 

"But, as a chartering-institu-
tion, if Menlo Park doesn't fulfill 
the vision of the charter , they 
could yank the char te r , " said 
Flam. "They wouldn't have day-
to-day control, but ultimate con-
trol. 

Menlo P a r k Academy will 
at tempt to use the latest infor-
mat ion on b ra in research and 
use it to improve teaching tech-
niques and learning ability. 

"The e d u c a t i o n a l p r o g r a m 
remains the same and intact, an 
agreement with the district to 
provide a lab sett ing for brain-
based learning," he told board 
members. 

T e a c h e r s for Menlo P a r k 
would come from members of the 
P l y m o u t h - C a n t o n Educa t ion 
Associat ion. The K-2 school, 
which would add a grade each 
year until it encompassed fif th 
grade, would eventually have its 
own building within the district 
boundaries. 

"The building is still an issue," 
said Flam. "The worst case sce-
n a r i o would be to s t a r t wi th 
portable classrooms and begin a 
sinking fund to build revenue for 
a new building in several years." 

Trus tees appeared intr igued 
by the new option presented to 
t hem, b u t r e m a i n e d caut ious 
because the distr ict is already 
•taxing its administrators with a 
number of long range projects, 
including the construction of an 
e l e m e n t a r y school a n d h igh 
school. 

Administrators are also in the 
midst of creating a program to 
integrate the three high schools. 
And , w i th t h e loss of Deputy 
Superintendent Patrick O'Don-
nell, who accepted the superin-
t e n d e n t ' s job in F e n t o n , t he 
adminis t ra t ive r anks are thin. 
Not to mention the start of con-
t r a c t t a l k s w i th t he teacher ' s 
union next year. 

"It's not a question of whether 
it 's a good opportunity, but we 
have to match up the opportuni-
ty factor with our ability," said 
school board president Darwin 
Watts. 

"This isn ' t the r ight time for 
Plymouth-Canton," said Susan 
Davis , school board member . 
"We have so many projects going 
on right now. I'm not sure the 
t iming is r ight to consider one 
more innovative project for the 

staff." ; 
"I recognize the strain on our 

s t a f f , " sa id T r u s t e e R o l a n d 
Thomas. "However, if we can 
find an alternative like this with 
a payback, th i s is t he k ind of 
program that we're talking about 
in becoming e n t r e p r e n e u r s in 
the educational field. We need 
to step up to the plate and some-
how push this district's leader-
ship." 

"We may miss the right t iming 
if we don't lend itself now," said 
T r u s t e e E l i z a b e t h G i v e n s . 
"When we talk about our vision 
priority of leading the s ta te in 
educat ion, t h i s is t he k ind of 
stuff we're talking about." ; 

S u p e r i n t e n d e n t K a t h l e e n • 
Booher l ikes the leading edge ^ 
opportunity for Plymouth-Can-
ton, but not at a price. 

"If our obs t ac l e s seem too 
great, I would recommend to the 
board this isn ' t the time," she 
said. "But, if we discover some 
of the obstacles aren' t there or 
are easily surmounted , t h e n I 
t h i n k t h i s is a ve ry e x c i t i n g 
opportunity." 

Flam is expected to p r e s e n t 
the school board w i th a more 
exact f i n a n c i a l p i c t u r e n e x t 
month, a t which t ime t ru s t ee s 
are expected to decide whether 
they w a n t to cha r t e r t he new 
school. 

Tech support from page A1 

gy-wise," Cornett said. 
The district's need for another 

technical support specialist is a 
sign of i ts growing pains, she 
said. Cornett's days can begin as 
early as 7:30 a.m. and end in the 
evening hours . Flex time t h a t 
allows her to come in later on 
some days h a s he lped , she 
added. 

"Some days ge t to be very 

long," she said. 
She descr ibed the dis t r ic t ' s 

salary offering as being on the 
low end for technica l support 
jobs, but not "the lowest. 

"The ra tes really vary across 
the board," Cornett said, adding' 
tha t the salary offering may not 
yet be finalized. 

The month off during the sum-
mer might be a perk to some job 

candidates." ; 
"It seems that the job might be 

of interest to a younger person," • 
Cornett said. 

The job opening will be posted .. 
on t he Van Buren school dis- :> 
t r i c t ' s Web s i t e , • 
www.wcresa .k l2 .mi .us /vanbu-
r e n / i n d e x . h t m . J o b s e e k e r s 
should click on "employment." 

Salvation Army from page A1 

vation Army has reached more 
t h a n half i ts goal, and Hull is 
confident it will be reached easi-
er t h a n the Red Kett le drive. 
T h u s f a r n e a r l y $120,000 in 
dona t ions h a v e been sent in. 

This yea r ' s mai l - in campaign 
goal is $225,000. 

Meanwhile, many companies, 
churches and families came for-
w a r d t h i s ho l i day season to 
sponsor 125 needy families by 

donating food, clothing and holi-
day gifts. Hull said the remain-
ing 80 families on the list will be 
helped with food, clothing and 
monetary donations from a rea 
residents. 

He's Heading Ho-Ho-Home. 

Join Us For 
Santa's Super Send-Off 

Sunday, December 24, 2:00 p.m. 
Somerset North Grand Court 

Somerset Collection is planing a very exciting farewell to Jolly St. Nick. 
So join the Royal Family and their koyal Court for Santa's Super Send-Off. 

And to show his appreciation. Santa is giving a package of treats 
» to all children attending. 

COLLECTION 
Neiman Marcus, Saks Fifth Avenue, Nordstrom, Hudson's and more than one-hundred-eighty other equally special and one-of-a-kind stores. 

2800 W. Big Beaver, West of 1-75, Troy, Ml (248) 643-7440 

H 
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• More Time to Shop 
Thurs 9-10 pm, Fri-Sat 8-10 pm, 
Sun 8-5 pm, closed Christmas, 
open early Tues 8-9 pm. 

welcome - T 

• Our Silver Gift Box and Red Bow 
It means you don't have to wrap! 

Personal Service 
We've got lots of gift-

Something for Everyone to Enjoy 
Our Enjoy Gift Card is the gift that's 

• Exactly What You're Looking For 
Unique gifts for everyone on your list, from 
Women's, Men's, Ms. J, Children's, Home, 
Accessories, Cosmetics, Fragrances and Fine Jewelry. 

® A Round of Applause 
It's our way of saying thanks to you. 

for YOU! 

Credit Rewards Program 

HOLIDAY HOURS: THURS 9-10 • FRI-SAT 8-10 
SUN 8-5 • CLOSED CHRISTMAS • OPEN EARLY TUES 8-9 

jacobsons.co 
P0F1018183 

r ons 
Birmingham • (248) 644-6900 Livonia • (734) 591-7696 
Rochester • (248) 651-6000 
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OBITUARIES 
CLARENCE J. PERRY 

Serv ices were h e l d for 
Clarence J . Perry, 67, of Can-
ton , a t S t . J o h n N e u m a n n 
Catholic Church on Dec. 18 with 
the Rev. George Charnley offici-
ating. Burial was at Riverside 
C.emetery in Plymouth. 

- Mr. Perry was born March 9, 
1933 in Detroit and died Dec. 14 
in Canton. He was a merchan-
diser. He was a veteran of the 
Army. He was a member of the 
St . J o h n N e u m a n n Cathol ic 
Church. 

He was preceded in death by 
his wife, Janet Perry. 
. Survivors include a daughter, 
S h a r o n M. Kopp of Hol land , 
Mich.; a son, Michael R. (Lynn) 
Perry of Belleville; four grand-
sons, Joey Engel, Shawn Kopp, 
Josh Thomas-Perry and Joshua 
Kopp; and one great-grandson, 
Brian Engel. 

Memoria ls may be made to 
Angela Hospice, 14100 Newburg 
Rd., Livonia 48154-5010 or the 
American Cancer Society, 18505 
W. 12 Mile, Southfield 48076. 

Arrangements were made by 
Vermeulen Funeral Home. 
GEORGE CHARLES MORRISON 
i Services for George Charles 
Morrison, 73, of Panama City, 
F l a . , w e r e he ld a t t h e Ver-
meulen Funeral Home on Dec. 
16 with the Rev. Jack H. Baker 
officiating. Burial was at Glen 
Eden Memorial Park in Livonia. 

Mr. Morrison was born May 

24, 1927 in Detroi t and died 
Dec. 9 in Panama City, Fla. He 
was a time office supervisor. He 
was an Army veteran serving in 
World War II. 

Survivors include one daugh-
t e r , Dale E. S p e s s a r d of 
Edmore , Mich.; fou r g rand -
daughters, Lisa M. Wysocki of 
Plymouth, Cindy Spessard of 
Taylor, Jennifer E. Burden of 
Redford, and Earlene J. Burden 
of Garden City; one brother, Ed 
Morrison; one nephew, Butch 
Jarvis of Lakeland, Fla. and one 
niece, JoAnne Ja rv is of Lake-
land, Fla. 

Arrangements were made by 
Vermeulen Funeral Home. 
PATRICK MICHAEL DRAYBUCK 

Services for Patrick Michael 
Draybuck, 12, of Plymouth were 
held at Our Lady of Good Coun-
sel Catholic Church on Dec. 16 
with the Rev. Doc Ortman offici-
ating. Burial was at Michigan 
Memorial Park in Flat Rock. 

Patrick was born Dec. 6, 1988 
in Dearborn and died Dec. 13 in 
Detroit. He was a student. He 
was a member of Our Lady of 
Good Counsel Catholic Church. 

Survivors include his father, 
Michael M. Draybuck of Ply-
mouth, mother, Leslie Draybuck 
of P lymouth ; two s i s t e r s , 
Christin Draybuck of Ann Arbor 
a n d Amy D r a y b u c k of Ply-
mouth; a g randmother , Nora 
Maxine Garzaniti of Allen Park; 
four uncles, David (Barbara) 

Draybuck of Northvil le , John 
Garzaniti of Florida, Dino (Joni) 
G a r z a n i t i of Ca l i fo rn i a , a n d 
Dominick (Diane) Garzanit i of 
Colorado; and one aun t , Thea 
Daniels of Allen Park. 

Memorials may be made to 
t he American Cancer Society, 
18505 W. 12 Mile, Southfield 
48076 or Rona ld McDonald 
House, 3911 Beaub ien Blvd, 
Detroit 48201. 

Arrangements were made by 
Vermeulen Funeral Home. 

LETHA JUNE JOHNSTON 
Services for Letha June John-

ston, 79, of Plymouth were held 
Dec. 19 at the Schrader-Howell 
F u n e r a l Home wi th t he Rev. 
Dean . A. K l u m p o f f i c i a t ing . 
Burial was at Erie Union Ceme-
tery in Erie Township, Mich. 

Mrs. Johnston was born April 
8, 1921 in Lambertville, Mich, 
and died Dec. 14 in Plymouth. 
She and her husband, Marvin 
owned and operated a t ra i l e r 
park and grocery store in Dear-
born, "Ted's Grocery and Trailer 
Park." She also worked par t -
time at the old Cracker Barrel 
Party Store in Plymouth. She 
came to the Plymouth communi-
ty in 1956 from Dearborn. She 
was a member of the First Unit-
ed Methodis t Church of Ply-
mouth. She was salutatorian of 
her high school graduation class 
in 1939 from Lambertville High 
School. She enjoyed kni t t ing, 
cooking and playing pinochle. 

"Mom was a g rea t mom and 
grandma," said her son, Pau l 
Johnston. 

She was preceded in death by 
her daughter, Linda Kay John-
ston. 

Survivors include husband , 
Marvin of Plymouth (they cele-
brated 58 years of marriage in 
July); son, Paul D. (Jeni) of Ply-
mouth; and grandchildren Kyle 
Johnston and Alan O'Keefe. 

Arrangements were made by 
Schrader-Howell Funeral Home. 

M. ANTOINETTE KING 
Services for M. A n t o i n e t t e 

King, 99, will be held in J an -
uary with , burial in Greenfield, 
Mo. in the spring. 

Mrs. King was born Aug. 1, 
1901 in Chicago and died Dec. 
15 in Plymouth. She moved to 
Plymouth from Watertown, N.Y. 
in 1977. She was a member of 
Our Lady of Good Counse l 
Church. 

She was preceded in death by 
her husband, William Andrew 
King, four younger brothers and 
a sister. 

Survivors include her daugh-
ter, Therese (Robert) Reed Gall 
of Plymouth; two g randsons , 
Robert William (Diana) Reed, 
J r . of Sa l t Po in t , N.Y. and 
William Damien (Sara) Reed of 
S a u g a t u c k , Mich.; and two 
great-granddaughters , Caitl in 
Elizabeth and Tamsen Celine. 

Arrangements were made by 
Vermeulen Funeral Home. 

WILLIAM RICHARD WILD, JR. 
Services for William Richard 

Wild, J r . , 46, of F a r m i n g t o n 
Hills, were held at the Thayer-
Rock Funera l Home in Farm-
ington with the Rev. Lar ry R. 
Austin officiating. 

Mr. Wild was born Sept . 8, 
1954 in Pontiac and died Dec. 
16 in Farmington Hills. He was 
an electrician for International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Work-
ers Local No. 58. 

Survivors include h i s wife , 
Janice E. Wild of Farmington 
Hills; sons, Chad Wild, Ryan 
Wild, and Dave Wild; daughter 
S t e p h a n i e Lynn Wild ( M a r k 
Scott) of Chicago, ; p a r e n t s , 
Wi l l i am a n d J u d i t h Wild of 
Farmington; brother John Wild 
of P lymou th ; s i s te r S u z a n n e 
Marie (Guy) Browning of Farm-
ington; grandson of Gatherine 
Schmidt and Nina Wild. 

Memoria ls may be made to 
the American Cancer Society, 
18505 W. 12 Mile, Southf ie ld 
48076. 

Arrangements made by Thay-
er-Rock Funeral Home. 

RICHARD S. BRZEZECKI 
Services for Richard S. Brzez-

icki, 64, of Portgage, were held 
Dec. 21 at St. Mary's Catholic 
Church in Portage with the Rev. 
John Hedrick officiating.. Burial 
was at Oak Grove Cemetery. 

Mr. Brzezicki was born Oct. 
10, 1936 in Detroi t and died 
Dec. 16 in Portage. He was self-

employed as a designer, devel-
oper, and builder of wood pat-
terns. He moved to Portage in 
1984 from Plymouth to estab-
lish his business, Richwood Pat-
tern, in Portage. He had a love 
of boating and was a member of 
the Portage Boat Club. He also 
enjoyed flower gardening, sail-
ing, t r a v e l i n g and b u i l d i n g 
boats. 

He was preceded in death by 
h i s f a t h e r and a son- in- law, 
Dennis Borushko. 

Survivors include his mother, 
Sophie Brzezicki of Tawas City, 
Mich.; three children, Tamara 
Borushko of Hamtramck, Todd 
Brzezicki of Hamtramck, and 
Terry (Robert) Neumann of Ann 
Arbor; two grandchildren, Jor-
dan and Rayna Borushko; his 
long- t ime loving companion , 
Iona Gray of Portage, her chil-
dren, Dawn (William) Payne of 
Portage, Zane (Laura) Gray of 
Beaver Dam, Mich.; and he r 
g r a n d c h i l d r e n , K r y s t a l y n , 
Marissa , and Bethany Payne, 
Jordan and Alexi Gray; two sis-
ters, Ilene Neych of Tawas City 
and Marcia (Jerry) Brumm of 
Boca Raton, Fla.; a brother, Joel 
(Vivian) Brzezicki of St. Claire 
Shores ; four nieces; f ive 
nephews; other re la t ives and 
many close friends. 

Arrangements were made by 
Pflanz Mantey Mendrala Funer-
al Home. 

KARMAN 
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20411 Farmington Rd.at Eight Mile • Livonia, Ml 48152 • Phone (248) 476-1262 • Store hours: 10-9 Sun: 12-5 
Gift Certificates Available 
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MEN'S RED WING 
SHOES fif BOOTS 

regular price 
Expires 12-23-00 

Gool Dec. 1-23, 2000 

Work Sock 
Special 

Choose From Bulk 
Packages of: 

WOOLS 
BLENDS 
COTTON 
ACRYLICS 

Buy 9 Pairs, Get 

3 Pairs FREE! 
(of the same sock) 

WOMEN'S RED WING 
SHOES St BOOTS I 

regular price 
Expires 12-23-00 

42517 Ford Road • Canton 
Just West of Lllley Road 

In the Canton Corners Shopping Center 

7 3 4 8 4 4 - 8 8 5 7 
Open Mon.- Fri. 10-8; Sat. 10-5; Sun. noon-4 

Ford Road 

Canton Comers 

Prior Sales Not Included • Hot Valid With Other Discounts 
Canton Store Only • Major Credit Cards Accepted 

County looking for road salt alternatives 
County road crews sprinkle an 

estimated 120,000 tons of sal t 
onto roadways annually, which 
costs $28 per ton. About half of 
the $7 million Wayne County, 
winter road maintenance budget 
covers salt. 

Though salt is sometimes criti-
cized for i t s corros iveness to 
both roads and automobiles, it 
still reigns as the ice melter of 

choice, sa id J o h n Roach , 
spokesman for the Wayne Coun-
ty Department of Public Service. 
Other compounds, such as sand, 
are used more commonly in cold-
er climes. But sand is no t an 
option in urban areas, because it 
does not d issolve a n d wou ld 
eventually wind up in sewers. 

The county is experimenting 
wi th calcium chloride, which, 

when mixed with regular road 
salt, provides quicker ice melt-
ing and increased, effectiveness 
in colder weather. It is delivered 
the same way as salt. 

"It is in some respects more 
effective than salt," he said. "But 
to use it as a substitute for salt 
is cost prohibitive." 

ot Just Used Sports Equip 
New Bauer Impac 30 or 100 $ • » g | 
Vouth and Junior Skates, Reg. $49.99 SOU... 3 # 

• Neuj Bauer Impac 500 $ £ 4 ) 9 9 
fldult Skates, Reg. $89.99..*.. 3 m 
Neuj Ice Hockey Shoulder, 
Shin,. Pants and Goalie gear 20%OF 

199" • New K2 Clicker Boot and 
Binding Combo, Reg. $420 Sfll€. 

New Snowboard Packages, 
including Board, Boots and $ 9 1 O ' 
Bindings starting at £ I / 

SPORTS 
Free Skate Sharpening with this ad 

4854 Dix Toledo Rood * Southgate 

734-284-7488 
42079 Ford Road • Canton 

734-844-8591 

NAUTICA TOMMY 8AHAMA ClTYGIRL SIGRID OLSEN SNRO RACQUET CLUB HARDY AMIES CROSS CREEK SAVANE 

pre-holiday 

winter sale! 
% OFF 

original prices 
on all winter fashions 
for men and women 

y O J 

LIVONIA 
NEWBURGH PLAZA SIX MILE at NEWBURGH 734-591-9244 

EXTENDED HOLIDAY SHOPPING HOURS: 
MONDAY THRU FRIDAY 10-9 SATURDAY 10-7 SUNDAY 12-5 
GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE 
SPRING 2001 GOLF AND CRUISEWEAR ARRIVING DAILY 

s :v 
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State's electors cast ballots for Gore 
B Y J O N I H U B R E D 
STAFF WRITER 
jhubred@oe.homecomm.net 

In t h e s t a t e ly and h i s tor ic 
State Senate chambers in Lans-
ing, 18 Democratic electors cast 
their ballots for Vice President 
A1 Gore and Sen. Joseph Lieber-
man Monday afternoon. 

Their votes didn't change the 
outcome of an election won by 
Republican George W. Bush and 
his running mate Dick Cheney, 
but that didn't dampen the spirit 
of the event. 

"This is a celebration of what 
we did here in Michigan," said 
party chair Mark Brewer. "We're 
really proud of the fact we took 
the state for A1 Gore." 

Among the most proud was 
Farmington Hills resident and 
elector Mar ie Weigold, who 
placed in nomination the name 
of Vice Presidential candidate 
J o s e p h L iebe rman . A fo rmer 
local party chair, she was chosen 
to represent voters in the 11th 
Congressional district. 

Of Lieberman, Weigold said, 
"He has all of the qualities that 
we seek in our national leaders. 
Intelligence, integrity, effective-
ness and the conviction to both 
speak and act his conscience. 
The day that Senator Lieberman 
accepted the nomination gave 
me a sense of pride in being a 

Democrat." 
The n o m i n a t i n g speeches , 

including the Gore speech deliv-
ered by Detroit Deputy Mayor 
Freeman Henrix, were followed 
by ballot ing. By law, electors 
canno t choose any c a n d i d a t e 
other than the one designated by 
the majority of voters. 

"Under Michigan law, all elec-
tors are committed to A1 Gore," 
Brewer explained. "If they fail to 
vote for him, that's an automatic 
resignation, and we'd appoint a 
replacement immediately." 

Honorary electors also waited 
in the wings, inc luding Hills 
Council member Vicki Barnett. 
While Weigold signed ballots, 
Barnett got electors' signatures 
on the Electoral College pro-
gram, as a keepsake. 

While she considered it an 
honor to cast her vote, Weigold 
was even more p l ea sed by a 
mot ion offered by s t a t e Rep. 
John Cherry and elector John 
Kelly, a former state representa-
tive, supporting the elimination 
of punchcard voting systems and 
establishing uniform statewide 
and nat ionwide election stan-
dards. 

"Being an elector is historic, 
but it's for today." Weigold said. 
"This is about the future. This is 
about good gove rnmen t in 
ac t ion, m a k i n g ail t he votes 

count and making sure the pro-
cess is available to and works for 
everyone." 

The motion came in the wake 
of a U.S. Supreme Court decision 
t h a t effectively stopped ballot 
recounts in Florida, where thou-
sands of punchcard ballots were 
still in dispute. The move gave 
Bush enough electoral votes to 
win the presidency. 

Weigold pointed out that when 
Farmington Hills ballots won't 
go through the electronic reading 
m a c h i n e s due to an i l legible 
mark or error, voters are given 
the opportunity to recast their 
ballots. That ' s not the case is 
Southf ie ld , where punchcards 
are used, she said. 

"It's like having two classes of 
voters," Weigold commented. 

While state officials have con-
cerns over the cost of uniform 
balloting, she added, "I don't see 
how anybody could be against it. 
Money isn't a good enough rea-
son." 

In add i t ion to e l imina t ing 
punchcards, the resolution called 
for a uniform statewide voting 
system, automatic universal life-
t ime voter regis t ra t ion once a 
person reaches age 18, establish-
ing General Election Day as a 
hol iday and correct problems 
wi th t he Mich igan Qual i f ied 
Voter File. 

Electors also called for t he 
U.S. A t t o r n e y G e n e r a l a n d 
Department of Justice to under-
take an invest igat ion into t he 
conduct of elections in Florida 
and possible violat ions of t he 
Voting Rights Act. 

While t he sys tem may have 
had its flaws in Florida, Brewer 
said, all the votes were counted 
in Michigan. E lec to r S igr id 
Grace, an e lementa ry teacher 
from Rochester Hills in the 9th* 
Congress iona l D i s t r i c t , s t i l l 
believes in the system. 

"I have a relative who fought 
in the American Revolution," she 
said. "It was a very sentimental 
moment for me." 

Chairperson of the Rochester 
Democratic Club and an officer 
a t l a rge w i t h t h e Mich igan 
Democrat ic P a r t y , Grace f e l t 
very honored to have been cho-
sen for the job and remains opti-
mistic about the future of elec-
tions. 

"I have great faith in our coun-
try," she said. "Hopefully, we'll 
learn a lot from this." 

Big responsibility: Marie We 
was one of Michigan's pres 
cast her vote for Al Gore. 

There's no business like snow business 
B Y D O U G JOHNSON 
STAFF WRITER 

Bob Spr inge r , p r e s i d e n t of 
ACO, a h a r d w a r e store chain 
headquartered in the dual giant 
warehouse buildings near 1-275 
and Grand River, has had a busy 
week keeping his 66 stores sup-
pl ied w i t h t he tools of snow 
removal. 

"The weather has been good 
for us," he said Tuesday. "It has 
kep t c u s t o m e r s in t h e i r own 
backyard . We have done very 
well w i t h al l snow removal 
items." 

Springer, who travels in from 
his home in Howell, said snow 
shovels, windshield washer fluid, 
salt, lock de-icer products, snow 
brushes and scrapers have been 
flying out of the stores. 

Some stores have run out of 
some items, he admits, but not 
for long. 

"In some small towns we are 
t he only source for severa l 
miles," Springer said. 

The ACO warehouse was 
delivering items Saturday and 
aga in Monday. The 85,000-
square-foot warehouse was also 
getting deliveries from manufac-
tu re r s Sa tu rday and Monday. 
About 200 employees work in the 
headquarters and office area at 
23333 Commerce Drive, Farm-
ington Hills. They have been in 
business for 54 years. 

"The manufacturers have been 
good to us. Nothing is in short 
supply because the snow hasn't 
hit all areas of the country," he 
said. 

Springer said his stores do not 
sell power equipment, including 
snowblowers. 

Some ACO products can even 
be seen by northbound drivers 
on 1-275. At night, Chr is tmas 
decorations light up the snow 
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covered area alongside the back 
of the ACO warehouses. Some of 
the i tems like the whi te light 
dee r s h a p e s are sold in t he 
stores. 

Springer said he thought more 
people would actual ly see the 
lights if they put them out back. 

ACO stores are as far away as 
Bay City, Adr ian and B a t t l e 
Creek. 

Wayne County stores include 

locations in Canton, Plymouth, 
Livonia (two stores) , Redford 
Township (two stores) and West-
land (two stores). 

The corporation's Web site is 
www.acohardware.com. Links in 
t he s i te inc lude i n fo rma t ion 
about several current part-time 
and full-time job openings at the 
stores and at headquarters. ACO 
is not related to ACE Hardware. 
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Best friend 
Don't forget your pet 

on Christmas morning 
B Y H E A T H E R N E E D H A M 
STAFF WRITER 
hneedham@oe.homecomm.net 

You've looked over your holiday gift list and 
checked it twice. Parents, check. Siblings, check. 
In-laws, check. Grandparents, check. Children, 
check. Gift exchange at work, check. 

But perhaps you've forgotten ai loved one who's 
probably the easiest to please when it comes to 
buying gifts, or may very well be amused for 
hours with a 
c rumpled up 
piece of paper 
or a p a p e r 
grocery sack. 

P e t s will 
l ike ly show 
the i r t h a n k s 
by b a t t i n g 
around the i r 
g i f t w i th a 
paw or by 
chewing on 
them. If you 
buy t h e m 
t ,r e a t s , 
chances a r e 
they'll gobble 
them up and 
beg for more. 

If your 
" f a m i l y " 
inc ludes a 
dog, cat, bird, 
ferret , rodent or even an iguana, chances are 
there is a gift especially for them at local pet sup-
ply s tores . There a r e fe r re t hammocks, bird 
swings, iguana perches and bottles of dust bath 

Plain and fancy: A bucket o' biscuits will liven up 
any dog's Christmas morning. 

for chinchillas. 
Americans spend an es t imated $24 billion 

annually on pet care and feeding alone. In addi-
tion, the average American pet owner spends 
about $16-$140 annually for pet toys, $20-$50 
annually on treats and $20-$30 on collars and 
leashes, according to the Michigan Humane Soci-
ety. 

Jean Carmean of Canton was shopping for a 
new squeaky toy for her 12-year-old miniature 

dachshund, Amy, 
a t P e t S u p p l i e s 
Plus, 43665 Ford 
in Canton. 

"I buy every-
thing for my pet," 
C a r m e a n sa id , 
adding tha t Amy 
particularly likes 
squeaky toys and 
plush toy animals. 
As a result, there 
a r e rough ly 200 
such toys sca t -
tered throughout 
their home. 

"I t h i n k t h a t 
(pe t s ) need to 
have something to 
do j u s t l ike 
h u m a n s do," 
Carmean said. "To 
(Amy), t h e toys 
a r e l ike h e r 

babies. She treats them as though they were her 
puppies." 

In addition to the toys, Amy also has a cushy 
sleeping pad by a window, Carmean said. 

STAFF PHOTOS BY PAUL HURSCHMANN 

A dog's life: Rowdy shows off some Christmas gift toys, a stuffed plush toy, and a 
real shearling lined doggie bed at Specialty Pets in Plymouth. 

Pet Supplies Plus manager Scott Hawken said 
he sees nothing strange about including pets on 
a holiday shopping list. 

"People consider them part of the family," he 
said. "They want to get them all sorts of stuff." 

People of all ages like to buy gifts for pets, but 
older people particularly like to pamper them. 

"They just baby them," Hawken. said. 
Some gifts, like Santa outf i ts and reindeer 

antlers, are more for human entertainment than 
for the pets. But other gifts, like treats and toys, 
are as fun for the animals as cookies and milk or 
brand new toys from Santa are for human chil-
dren. 

"(Pets) do actually get something out of treats," 

Hawken said. 
One of the most popular ways to play Santa 

with a pet is by giving them a stocking. Pet own-
ers can buy them plain and fill them themselves, 
or buy them stuffed with treats, toys and chew-
ables. Some are even shaped like animal paws 
rather than human socks. 

Chances are, Fido or Fluffy aren't going to care 
what their gifts look like, but will go bonkers 
over how they smell. Nearly all felines are drawn 
to the smell of catnip, and both dogs and cats 
love the smell of meat. And some love human 
food, too. 

P l ea se see BEST FRIEND, A12 

Senior 
drug bill 
goes to 
Engler 

The s t a t e House and Senate 
have approved a p rescr ip t ion 
drug program for senior citizens. 

EPIC will replace Michigan's 
two senior citizen prescription 
aid programs: the prescription 
drug tax credit and the Michigan 
Emergency Pharmaceutical Pro-
gram for Seniors (MEPPS). 

The E P I C p r o g r a m wil l be 
available to seniors who are not 
currently enrolled i n Medicaid. 
Part ic ipants in MEPPS will be 
given initial enrollment priority, 
followed by applicants wi th an 

a n n u a l 

• The pro-
gram is esti-
mated to 
cost $60 mil-
lion and will 
be partly 
funded from 
tobacco set-
tlement rev-
enue. 

mm? 
ipSpl l l 
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h o u s e h o l d 
income up 
to 150 per-
cen t of t he 
f e d e r a l 
p o v e r t y 
g u i d e l i n e s 
who receive 
t h e d rug 
c r e d i t . 
Seniors eli-
gible for the 
E l d e r Pre -
s c r i p t i o n 
I n s u r a n c e 
C o v e r a g e 

(EPIC) program will pay a $25 
application fee and a minimal 
prescript ion co-payment bas1ed 
on household income. 

The program is es t imated to 
cost $60 million and will be fund-
ed by $26 million currently used 
for the tax credit and MEPPS, as 
well a s $33 mi l l ion in s t a t e 
tobacco settlement revenue. 

House Majority Floor Leader-
elect Rep. Bruce Pat terson has 
been a strong supporter of EPIC 
in the pas t and voiced his sup-
port today. 

"This p r o g r a m wi l l r e l i eve 
seniors across the state from the 
spi ra i ing costs of prescr ipt ion 
drugs," said Patterson, R-Canton 
Township. "I am proud to have 
had the opportunity to preside 
over t h e House on such an 
important day. The passage of 
this legislation is a momentous 
victory for seniors." 

The tax credit program will be 
repealed Dec. 31 the year EPIC 
is implemented . M E P P S will 
continue to provide a safety net 
for senior citizens until EPIC has 
been implemented. Emergency 
relief will also continue under 
the new program. 

Michigan will be the 16th state 
to offer a senior citizens prescrip-
tion program of this magnitude. 

The bill now goes to Gov. John 
Engler for his approval. 
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a qualified AT&T^digital wireless calling plan. 

kia Digital multi-network phone 
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3 0 Rebate 

Activation 
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Er i csson 
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Omni Communication 
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OAK PARK 
Cellular & More 
4401 I Ford Rd. 
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Discover Communications 
15670 Southfield Rd. 
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Beyond Communications 
84 I4W. 5 Mile Rd. 

e o n n 

Intouch Communications 
21830 Greenfield Rd. 

0<? ArtAC 

Clear Choice Communication 
25760 Eureka 

A 

Cellular Lotto Plus 
29514 West Seven Mile Rd 

248-476-2202 

Dominick's 
12970 Beech Daly 

734-946-5877 
A2 Mobile 

623 South Main Street 
734-663-9600 

Control Data Systems 
5601 Schaefer Rd. 

3 I 3-945-6670 

American Sky Net 
G-4044 Miller Rd. 

810-230-6623 

Ann Arbor Wireless 
606 Main Street 
734-456-3200 Cellular & More 

33833 Plymouth Rd. 
734-266-2300 

Taylor P 
9018 South lete Control Data Systems 

Fair lane Mali 
313-982-0100 

Control Data Systems 
Briarwood Mat! Cellular Pius 

3488 Linden Rd. 
8I0-733-8750 

Cellular & More 
903 W.Ann Arbor Rd. 

734-354-6000 
3 3-292-866 

Multilinks Communications 
20215 Middlebelt Rd. 

248-478-0077 

Rapid Page 
I Ford Rd. 16201 Ford Rd. # 108 

3 13-323-3333 
Telecom 2000 
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3 I 3-277-2002 

Telecom 2000 
7518 Wyoming 

Pro Cellular Intouch Communications 
Oakland Mall 
248-588-7181 

Intouch Communications 
1028 Church St. 
810-239-PAGE 

Alternet Wireless, Inc. 
I000 Opdyke R d . , Ste.J 

248-377-0400 459-1715 aossea 
Cellular & More 
lOi E. Commerce 

248-684-7440 

V.I.P. Paging 
40 W. Square Lake Rd. SB333B 

Clear Choice Communication 
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313-538-3000 

Michigan Page & Cellular 
G-41 36 S. Saginaw Rd. 

810-715-2060 
Rapid Network Communication 

3951 Telegraph Rd. 
3 13-934-2000 sz^oms s s m SES2HS 

Cellular & More 
847 Latson Rd. 
5 17-545-7220 

Sky Com Digital 
143 N.Telegraph 

Alternet Wireless, Inc 
Discover Communications 

10001 S.lelegraph 
313-794-1400 

Rapid N e t w o r k Communications 

Site Systems 
4010 Owen Rd. 
810-629-1300 

Hampton Plaza Mali 
734-240-0343 3683 W. Maple Rd. 

248-723-4622 

TOMfsiaimas MMBhfrlg 
Cellular & More 

315 E. Grand River 
810-227-7440 

Cellular & More 
18010 Silver Parkway 

810-629-7440 

Multilinks Communications Wireless Outlet Wireless Toys 
40 E. Michigan Ave. 

734-484-6000 

Link Communications Group 
26631 Southfield Rd. 

248-395-5500 
39821 Grand River 

248-47 
28903 Everereen 

6-0077 248-358 

2000 AT&T Wireless Services, Inc. Annual contract, credit approval, and a $25 activation fee may be required. Other terms and conditions apply. Applies to all AT&T 
rebate ends 12/31/00, Motorola V2397 ends 01/15/01, $75 mall-lmrebate ends 01/15/01. See sales flyer for details. 

Wireless calling plans $29.99 and above except prepaid services. Nokia rebate ends 12/31/00, Ericsson 
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Career 
Blouses 
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National Brand 
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Playwear 
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Bath Accessories 
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e 

Selected 
Holiday Pillows, 

Dinnerware & 
Tableware 
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ALL STORES OPEN EARLY! MONDAY - FRIDAY: 8 A.M. SATURDAY: 7 A.M. CHRISTMAS EVE: 8 A.M.* 
*Except where restricted by law. 
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Sav ings of f o r ig ina l p r i ces , as s h o w n . "Or ig ina l " p r i ces re f lec t o f f e r i n g p r i c e s w h i c h m a y n o t have resu l ted in ac tua l sa les. Ou t le t s t o r e s a re e x c l u d e d f r o m t h i s even t , i n t e r m e d i a t e m a r k d o w n s m a y have b e e n * . . .en o n ^ 

o r ig ina l -p r i ced m e r c h a n d i s e . C l e a r a n c e i t e m s ava i l ab le w h i l e s u p p l i e s last . M e r c h a n d i s e s e l e c t i o n m a y vary f r o m o n e J C P e n n e y s t o r e t o another . - t • 
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For the latest in home design see At Home 
in Thursday's Observer 

50 % 
OFF SALE 

Ready to roll: This is an architect's drawing of what Schoolcraft College's Waterman 
Campus Center will look like when expanded and remodeled. The college awaits 
Gov. Engler's signature on a key project appropriation. 

Waterman Center expansion 
waits for governor's signature 
BY RICHARD PEARL 
STAFF WRITER 
rpearl@oe.homeconmi.net 

As soon as Michigan's gover-
nor puts pen to paper, School-
craft College will s tar t moving 
on the $27-million expansion of 
the Waterman Campus Center. 

The project will expand and 
renovate t he college's award-
winning culinary arts classrooms 
and kitchen and dining facilities 
and create a business and indus-
try training center. 

After several $sars of inching 
the project up the state legisla-
tu re ' s agenda , t h a t body l a s t 
week approved roughly $13 mil-
lion in matching funds and sent 

the bill on to Gov. John Engler 
for his signature. 

Officials at the community col-
lege on Haggerty Road expressed 
confidence Engler would sign the 
appropriation in the allotted 14-
day time-period. 

But even though Schoolcraft's 
board of t rus tees , dur ing mid-
November's final meeting of the 
year, approved the provisional 
awarding of contracts for final 
design and cons t ruc t ion , "We 
won't release them (contracts) 
un t i l t he governor s igns" t he 
s ta te appropria t ion, said A.H. 
"Butch" Raby III , college vice 
president for business services. 

The contracts were given pro-

Sunday Health Club set 
to begin at Schoolcraft 

Schoolcraft College's Sunday 
Health Club lets members can 
work out every Sunday a f te r -
noon for 13 weeks. The winter 
session begins Jan. 7 and contin-
ues 1-5 p.m. through April 1. 
Membersh ip fees a r e $34 for 
individuals and $72 for families. 

Members have access to two 
gyms for basketball and volley-
ball; six handba l l , paddlebal l 
and racketball courts; wallyball 
courts; weightlifting machines, 
treadmills, exercise bikes, and 
other aerobic equipment in the 
fitness room; the swimming pool 
wi th two one -me te r and one 

three-meter diving boards; and 
s a u n a s in bo th t h e m e n and 
women's locker rooms. 

The activity is at the level and 
i n t e n s i t y you se t . Member s 
must furnish their own locks and 
towels, and children under age 
16 must be accompanied by an 
adult or guardian. For addition-
al in format ion or to receive a 
registration form, call 734-462-
4413. 

Schoolcraft College is located 
a t 18600 H a g g e r t y Road, 
be tween Six and Seven Mile 
roads, just west of 1-275. 

The Weather Outside is Frightful 
But the Shopping at Wonderland 

is Delightful! jjfe 

Make up your lost time in the Snow. 
*£* Wonderland Mall 

Welcomes you to Extra Special Holiday Hours. 

Fri, Dec 22 & Sat, Dec 23 
Opens Early at 7am 

Come shop at your favorite stores like: 

Old Navy, Bath & Body Works, Kay Bee Toys, 

F.Y.E.- For Your Entertainment, 

Claire's Boutique, American Eagle Outf i t ters 

AS AN ADDED GIFT! 
The first 100 shoppers of each day will receive 

A $3 Boardwalk Cafes Food Court Coupon 
And 2 Complimentary Carousel Ride Coupons. 

Just present your mall receipts to the Customer Service Center 
and you will receive your gift! 

* 

THE WHO WHAT WHY WHEN WHERE MALL 
H o u r s : M o n d a y - S a t u r d a y 1 0 - 9 , S u n d a y 1 1 - 6 

P l y m o u t h & M i d d l e b e l t Roads, L i von ia 7 3 4 - 5 2 2 - 4 1 0 0 

w w w . n e w w o n d e r l a n d m a l l . c o m 

visional approval to save the pro-
ject several weeks' time, because 
the t rus tees won't meet again 
u n t i l l a t e J a n u a r y , Raby 
explained. 

The contracts award the archi-
tects Ghafari Associates Inc. of 
Dearborn $553,480 and Barton 
Malow Co. of Southfield, the con-
struction manager, $601,605 to 
proceed wi th the f ina l design 
and construction planning. 

The allocation to Ghafar i is 
about 2 percent of the project 
cost, while that to Barton Malow 
is about 2.3 percent, according to 
Raby. 

Once the des ign process is 
completed, bid packages can be 
put out, he said. 

The project is expected to be 
completed by 2002. 
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Our Entire Stock of 
Sweaters 

B U Y O N E - G E T O N E 

Off 
Ticketed Prices 

Great Selection ot 
Suits & Dresses 

50? 
Ticketed Prices 

% 
Off 

Our Best Selling 
Ribbed Knits 

50 
Now $9.99 

% Off 

Our 

7421 

ANY SINGLE ITEM 

DRESS BARN 
Missy & Woman Sizes 4-24 

Not valid or 50% off metctaxtee, previous purchases or layawjys, gift c*ttteafes Carrot be combined any other offer of awpon. One coupon per customer catalog arti Interne! ortets. > rvislt. Expires 12*31 W. J 

DRESS BARN 
For a store near y o u visit www.dressbarn.com or call 800-639-6064 : 

•LOWER PRICED ITEM 50% OFF. ALL ITEMS LIMITED TO STORE AVAILABILITY. PRICES SLIGHTLY HIGHER AT DRESS BARN W O M A N . SALE ENDS 12/26/00. 
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Over SO 
different 
styles of 
natural . 
looking j 
t rees 1 

Fantastic 
selection 
of indoor 

and 
outdoor 1 
lights J 

BJB 1— 

nunareas 
of tree 

trimmings 
Ina i 

variety of 1 
themes J 

N a t i v i t y 

S e t s J 

Va r i e t y o f 
Beau t i f u l 
W r e a t h s 

a n d . I 
Ga r lands 1 

La rge 
Se lec i on 

of 
Co l lec t ib le ! 
SANTA S I 

Hi 

1 

Pre-Lighted 
Christmas 

Trees 

CORNWEIL 
GltsUitmaA- W o M -

8 7 4 W. A n n A r b o r R o a d 
PLYMOUTH 

( 7 3 4 ) 459-
TRFFS 

2ft. - 12 ft 

v Hours; 
Mon., Thurs., Fri. 10-8; 

Tue., Sat. 10-6; Sun, 12-5; 
Closed Wed. 

mailto:rpearl@oe.homeconmi.net
http://www.newwonderlandmall.com
http://www.dressbarn.com
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Best friend from page A9 

At Plymouth 's Special ty Pet 
Supplies, 1498 S. Sheldon, owner 
Ter r i B e n n e t t sa id t h e r e a re 

p len ty of t r e a t s t h a t cater to 
pets' love of human food. There 
are catnip cookies that look like 

Carolina Mountain Water 
Holiday Special: 

BUY 3, GET 2 FREE!! 
Bottled in the Nantahaia National Forest. From a 

source protected by over 100 ,000 acres of 
forest lands • 3 6 0 0 ft. above sea level. Free of 

best. And taste the difference. 
in GLASS (Also available in lexan polycarbonate) 

SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY OFFER 
7 5 4 - 4 1 6 - 7 0 3 3 « 

Blown and 
Lampworked Glass 

? 10% OFF All Christmas 
Ornaments thru Dec* 24 

York Street 
Glassworks 
875 York Street 
Plymouth, Michigan 

(734) 459-6419 
OPEN EVERYDAY T h r o u g h Ch r i s tmas Eve 10aan^-5p.m. 

'Ann M a 

Main SI 

Veterinary utfes 
by 

Elizabeth 
Routson, 

D.V.M. 

Will My Cat Get Cancer From a Vaccination? 
these swellings that can develop into 

sarcomas. 
Recently, there has been concern over 

sarcomas {malignant growths) developing 
at the injection site of a cat's vaccination, 
Researchers are exploring possible causes 
and ways to prevent these cancers. 
Vaccine-related sarcomas are uncommon, 
and not vaccinating puts the cat at a much 
higher risk of potentially fatal infections and 
illnesses than any vaccine. Because the 
feline rabies vaccine also protects humans, 
experts contend that it is an especially bad 
idea - and illegal in some states - to forgo 
this vaccine, Instead, watch your cat for 
complications after vaccinations. A small, 
firm swelling at the the site is common and 
should disappear after several weeks. Tell 
the vet about it, however, because it is 

If you have any concerns about your cat's 
health, please contact Drs. Bunt, Hill or 
myself at PARKWAY VETERINARY CLINIC. 
Our caring, compassionate staff provides 
complete veterinary services in a "family 
atmosphere." We treat all our patients as if 
they were our own pets. Visit either of our 
two • locations at 41395 Wilcox Rd. in 
Plymouth, tel. 734-453-2577, or 5750 Lilley 
Rd. in Canton, tel. 734-981-4400. Both 
locations are open six days a week for your 
convenience. 

P.S. Discuss any concerns with your cat's 
veterinarian to determine the safest 
vaccination program. 

Harris On UPDATE 
Center P resen ted by 

Hands On Center For Physical Therapy 

DISLOCATED SHOULDER 
A full dislocation of the shoulder 

occurs when the head comes all the 
way out of the socket, resulting in 
stretched or torn rotator cuff muscles. 
After the dislocated shoulder is put 
back into place, three to six weeks of 
immobilization is required. This rest is 
only effective if the rotator cuff 
mujcles, which hold the shoulder 
together and are responsible for the 
shoulder's fine movements, are also 
strengthened. Thus, an exercise and 
strengthening program is necessary in 
order to regain fuliuse of the shoulder. 
Conventional wisdom may have once 
called for surgery after two shoulder 
dislocations. A good rehabilitation 
program, however, can often tighten 

the shoulder muscles so that no 
surgery is. necessary. I f you've been 
recommended for surgery to correct 
an injury, but would like to discuss 
alternative treatment options, or you 
have recently undergone surgery, and 
want to keep your recovery on track, 
ask your physician for a referral to the 
HANDS ON CENTER FOR PHYSICAL 
THERAPY. To learn more about our 
wide range of service, which include 
occupational and orthopedic and 
neurological physical therapies, 
please call 445-8370. You'll find our 
center located in Plymouth, at 470 
Forest Avenue, Suite 20. Most 
insurance plans accepted, Blue Cross 
and Medicare provider. 

P.S. Because of the shoulder's shallow socket and lack of ligaments, 
any weakness of the rotator cuff muscles makes it easy for the head of 
the shoulder to slide out of the joint with a jolt. 
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TUESDAY, DEC. 26, 
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trees, 

THURSDAY, FRIDAY, SATURDAY % 
DEC. 21-23 I 
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Huge selection qf Christmas Holiday it 
ornaments, garland, trim, limits 

ieZjirst $erved! • Excludes dept 50 items 
ur patronage! ••• 

LANDSCAPE DESIGN EARLY BIRD SPECIAL! 
Let our experienced designers create a plan Jbr your spring project this winter. 
Designers available ail winter...ask about our special winter pricing! 

HOME * GARDEN 
SHOWPLACE 

734-453-5500. 

PLYMOUTH 
NURSERY 
Christmas in the Country 

^ 9900 Ann Arbor Rd./Plymouth Rd. 
71 7 Miles West of I 275 
M• f 1/2 Miles South of Ml 4 
J Corner oj Gotfrcdson Rd. 

• 

STAFF PHOTO BY PAUL HlHSCHMANN 

Key rings, Santa hats and gift baskets for your pet are 
all good gift ideas. 

Just say no 
ft may be a good idea to buy holiday gifts for pets, but it's not 

a good idea to give pets as holiday gifts, according to the Michi-
gan Humane Society., 

That adorable puppy or kitten may have seemed like a good 
Idea for a gift at first. But once the new owner loses interest or 
realizes that caring for the anlmai is more work than they 
thought, too often these animals wind up In shelters, or worse, 
are cast outdoors to fend for themselves, 

"We don't recommend giving pets away as gifts," said Emily 
Coaker, community relations representative with the Michigan 
Humane Society. "Remember, pets are a lifetime commitment." 

In addition, pets don't make good surprise gifts, if a parent 
wants to get a pet for another family member, everyone should 
be involved in the deci$lon. 

After the holidays, the MHS' Westiand shelter on 37255 Mar-
quette becomes littered with former "holiday gifts." Some pets 
may be adopted, but most aren't. 

While the MHS doesn't restrict pet adoptions before the holi-
days, all potential pet owners must pass background checks 
that determine whether they have suitable homes for pets. 

"It's a nice Idea to give a pet, but not If you don't know if the 
person wants the pet or if they don't have the time to care for 
it," Coaker said. 

~Heather Needham 

holiday cookies for kitties, yogurt 
and carob-dipped dog biscui ts 
with sprinkles, flavored dog bis-
cuits and treats for nearly every 
kind of pet. 

There are also .treats such as 

boiled pig ears, bones and a vari-
ety of other animal by-products 
t h a t drive dogs wild, Benne t t 
said. 

But these toys should be used 
with caution, said Emily Coaker, 

community relations representa-
tive with the Michigan Humane 
Society in Westland. 

"Usually we don't recommend 
(animal) by-product toys," Coak-
er said. Bones can be f a t a l for 
dogs. They can become spl in-
t e r e d , c aus ing s l ive rs to ge t 

Steak and Lobster 
Filet m i g n o n w i t h a s teamed M a i n e lobster tai l . Se rved w i t h 
redskin po ta toes , aspa ragus a n d bea rna i se sauce. $ 2 9 

>- seafood Pot-Au-Feu 
C r a b legs, mussels, clams, shr imp, redskin p o t a t o e s a n d c o r n 

o n the c o b , s teamed together in a ga r l i c w n i t e w i n e bro th . $ 2 2 

>- Stuffed veal chops 
Filled w i t h sp inach, ront ina cheese, p ine nuts a n d sun-dr ied 

tomatoes. Se rved w i th sof f ron a n d rosted o n i o n risotto, 

aspa ragus a n d roasted red p e p p e r cou' is. $ 2 7 

> Herb & Pepper Roasted Capon 
Roosted breast , leg a n d th igh, se rved w i th b a b y fieid greens, 

w i l d mushroom a n d gar l i c sa lad , g r i l l ed b a b y ramps a n d a 

c h a r d o n n a y jus. $ 1 8 

! > Strawberry champagne Mousse 
Served in a m a r b l e d c h o c o l a t e c u p w i th b e r r y 

| c o m p o t e a n d o r a n g e van i l la sauce. $ 6 

I > our entire menu will also be available 
1 > We are accepting reservations for this special evening 

Ask y o u r host o r ca l l 2 4 8 - 7 3 5 - 4 5 7 0 

>- Party favors and champagne toast at midnight! 

Gather 'Round the Bonfire 
New Year's Eve! 

/ V 
/ « * / ' 

V 

1 0 N F I t [ 

Bonfire Bistro & Breweiy 
39550 seven Mile (at Haggerty) > Non 
248-735-4570 > www.michiganmenu.com 

wedged in the throat and stom-
ach, damage the intestines and 
damage teeth. Some dog breeds 
h a v e j a w s s t r o n g enough to 
crush even large bones. 

Bones should be thrown away 
as soon as they break up or shat-
ter, Coaker said. 

B e n n e t t said pet lovers a re 
only limited by budget at Spe-
cial ty P e t Suppl ies . They can 
spend as little as 10 cents for a 
doggie biscuit, a few bucks for a 
new food dish, $15 for a high-
tech toy or hundreds of dollars 
on a scratching post/kitty condo 
for their felines. 

One popular i tem for dogs is 
the "Yuppy Puppy" dog treat dis-
penser, which resembles a gum-
ball machine. Dogs can operate it 
t h e m s e l v e s by p u s h i n g on a 
bone-shaped lever to dispense 
t he goods. It re ta i l s for about 
$40. 

Some of t he h o t t e s t sel l ing 
items recently are those geared 
toward coping wi th not-so-hdt 
weather, Bennett said. Pet-safe 
ice m e l t e r s , doggie coats and 
boots and dog sweaters have all; 
sold very well. 

"I've already reordered coats: 
and boots four times," she said. ' 

ENTER TO WIN!!! 
T W O 2001 POLARIS 550 SUPERSPORT 

SNOWMOBILES & TRAILER! 

Mm 

No purchase necessary. Restrictions apply. See store for details. Enter to win at any Cellular & More location. One entry per person, per 
store, per day. Entries due 01/31 /2001. One winner will be chosen and contacted by phone and mail on 02/07/2001. 

Verizon Wireless 

Christmas Past 

Christmas Future. 

Christmas Present. 
Get 1,100 minutes for 

just $19.99 monthly access 
{ 1 0 0 u e e k d a y / 1 , 0 0 0 night a n d w e e k e n d m i n u t e s } 

ALL fifties ARE VALID AS LONO HS VOU'SB ON THE PR06RBH 

W a n t e v e n m o r e m i n u t e s ? 
H e r e y o u g o : 

1.800 
309 uesMay * 
1,500 night 6 utekend 

31600 600 * 
3,00a night 6 UMkend 

^ monthly access 

99 ninthly access 

NO LONG DISTftNCe CHARGES 

a n d F R £ £ a c t i v a t i o n 

o n t h e s e t w o p l a n s . 

P l u s , get a digital phone 

F R 6 6 
iCtllufelu } DffcuwtSi cart. 'IMmWMm. 

AFTER $50 Nftlt-IN REBATE 
WITH NEW 2-TEHR 

SERVICE AGREEMENT Join in. 

CANTON LIVONIA 
44011 Ford Rd. 33833 Plymouth Rd. 

(3 Blks. E. of Sheldon) (West of Farmington) 

(734)981-7440 (734)266-2300 

HOLIDAY 
HOURS 

Mon. - Sat. 
10 a.m.-8 p.m. 

Sunday 
11 a.m.-4 p.m. 

Simple. Affordable. National. 
VeriTQnwireless 

Authorized Aypnt 

Subject lo terms of Cellular Service Agreement & Price Plan. New two-year contract and $30 ocSivation fee required. $150 early termination Fee. Requires credit approval Digital service not available in all areas CDMA phone I 
required. Cannot be combined with other offers. Usage rounded to next Full minute. Unused allowances lost. Taxes, toll, & other charges apply. Phone may vary by location. Plans include 3 months free Verizon W.reless Extras • 
< V . t i ... i $ > ». r *«• i J %*/. .1 I. t 41 e ?- -H J-v. C~» 3 ¥%,***+*% *« rotrUtoroA i\f Kvncarn Crtrrtftrflttftn • 

http://www.michiganmenu.com
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% Observer Cheer Club 
spreads holiday joy 

STAFF PHOTO BY PAUL HURSCHMANN 

Ship 'em out: Tedd Schneider, Canton Observer community editor (from left), Salva-
tion Army volunteer Joseph Krogman and Salvation Army Captain Steve Hull, load 
a van Friday with donations to the Observer's Cheer Club at the Observer office on 
South Main. 

The P l y m o u t h and C a n t o n 
Observers w a n t to t h a n k the 
communi ty for m a k i n g t h i s 
year's Cheer Club drive success-
ful. 

On F r iday , t h e Sa lva t ion 
Army car ted away two rooms 
full of toys and grocery i tems 
f rom our ed i to r i a l offices on 
Main Street in downtown Ply-
mouth. Donations included an 
impressive l ine-up of Barbies, 
PoRGmon games and other toys 
to thrill area kids who may not 
expect much on C h r i s t m a s 
morning. 

There were also bags of gro-
ceries and basic supplies for the 
l e s s fo r tuna te famil ies in t he 
P lymouth , C a n t o n and 
Northville communities. 

New and returning members 
to the Cheer Club included: 

Canton residents Mark, Cindy, 
Jeff rey and Cortney Simpson; 
Kur t and Dawn Denzer; Ann 
Confer, J a n e t and Brian; Ron 
Nagy, Cindy M a r t i n , Ceci l ia 
Sovine; Danny Reilman; Juani ta 
Fenkel l ; Cliff and Laponkko 

Lambert; the Domenzain family; 
t he F a e r b e r fami ly ; a n d S u e 
Hester. 

Also, P l y m o u t h r e s i d e n t s 
Emerson and Dianne Coa tes ; 
Vicki M a t t h e w s ; Nancy a n d 
Mike Riemenschneider ; Te r ry 
and Susan Groneau; Jean, Mac 
and Kate Morris; the Day fami-
ly; S tan and Barbara Szuba; ; 
Lorra ine and William McLin; 
Dexter and Andrew Gregg; Rosi-
ta Smith; Mike and Peggy Beer-
crof t ; and Bonn ie and D a v e 
Cusumano. 

A special thanks goes to group 
donations from Horton Plumb-
ing and the Canton Cheerlead-

CANTON 6 

ers; the fourth-grade and com-
bined 3/4/5-grade class of Aiky 
Olivera at Bird Elementary in 
Plymouth; an anonymous Ply-
mouth Township family; and tfee 
Plymouth-Canton Sharks hockey 
team. ? 

to 

The Diamond Line Bracelet 

SHOW HER YOU'LL LOVE HER 

FOR THE NEXT THOUSAND YEARS 

A D I A M O N D IS FOREVER 

Otuted & OpenSince t944 

509 Ann Arbor Trail (between Lilley & Main), Plymouth • 455-3030 
All m^jor credit cards accepted • Extended Christmas hours • Free Lay-a-way • Open Sundays 

LIONEL 
N e w Y o r k C e n t r a l F l y e r 
F r e i g h t Set 

Bui l t to the rugged s t a n d a r d s of h i s to r ic Lionels, th i s New York Cent ra l Flyer Freight Set 
everything you n e e d to get y o u r own l ayou t started! i n c l u d e s 

• Die-cas t m e t a l s t e a m locomot ive w i t h o p e r a t i n g head l igh t , 
p u f f i n g s m o k e a n d r e m o t e l y con t ro l l ed whis t le 

• Coal tender, b o x c a r wi th o p e n i n g door s , . f l a t ca r s wi th 
b u l k h e a d s a n d caboose 

• R e a d y - t o - r u n set w i th a d ie -cas t m e t a l t ractor- t ra i ler , oval of 
0 - 2 7 t r ack a n d a 40 w a t t t r a n s f o r m e r / c o n t r o l l e r 

At s u c h a grea t va lue , it 's a terr i f ic wav to get in to L ione l ' r a i l road ing! 

f % l 
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RIDER'S HOBBY SHOP 
Sears Hardware Plaza ® Canton • 42011 Ford Rd. 

(734) 981 8700 

Ford Rd 1 Mile W. of 1-275 
<4.00 Family Twilight 4-8pm daily 

881-1900 

$4.75 Ktda & Seniors all shows 
$8 .00 DAILY Matinees til 4pm 

$ 8 . 7 9 with Student ID 

$ 5 . 7 8 Late Shows Fri & Sat 

0 No Passes 

Unlimited Free Drink & .25c Corn Refills 

M O V I E G U I D E 

illTHE GIFT OF MOVIESj 
$10 Book Pius $1 Free 
GIFT CERTIFICATES 

$20 Book Plus $2 Free 

O WHAT WOMEN WANT (PG-13) 
1:40, 4 : 1 0 , 6 : 5 0 , 9 :20 
O EMPEROR'S NEW GROOVE (Q) 
1:10, 3 :00 , 4 : 4 5 . 7 :30 , 9 :15 
©VERTICAL LIMIT (PG-13) 
1:45, 4 :15 , 6 : 4 5 , 9 :15 
© PROOF OF LIFE (PG-13) 
1:35, 4 : 2 0 , 7 : 0 0 , 9 : 4 0 
HOW THE GRINCH STOLE 
CHRISTMAS (PG-13) 
12 :10 , 2 :25 , 4 : 4 0 , 7 :10, 9 : 3 5 
102 DALMATIANS (G) 
12:00 , 2 :40 , 5 : 0 0 , 7 :15 , 9 : 3 0 

I C O U P O N tiHPi 

! f r e e M B ; 
I Bag of Buttery Popcorn Sjggrey;, 
|_^^WE^WEWTHJHISA_DOC_ _ags | j r j 

HIT OUR WEB @ www.aati.com I 

Say it with 

by Steve Mansfield 

AN EARTHY 
ARRANGEMENT: 
Quite often, the container in 

which cut flowers are placed 
plays a big role in the success 
of the arrangement. Consider, 
for example, a simple terracotta 
pots are usually associated with 
flowering house plants. They 
have drainage holes in the 
bottom and are unglazed and 
not waterproof. These are 
precisely the factors that make 
this pot such an eye-catching 
surprise. To make it suitable for 
cut flowers, simply fir *a 
waterproof container inside ttfe 
clay pot. Then, select flowers 
with warm and gentle apricot 
and peach colors, with a small 
amount of golden yellow as an 
accent. This arrangement ils 
sure to draw attention. * 

The holidays are the perfect 
time to let your imagination 
guide you in creating beautiful 
flower arrangements. At 
HEIDES FLOWERS & GIFTS, 
we're here to assist you in 
picking the right flowers for 
your table arrangement or to 
decorate your house for the 
festivities. Since 1899, we have 
been dedicated to providing 
quality and service to our 
community. For a consultation, 
visit or call us here at 995 W. 
Ann Arbor Trail, Plymouth. 
(453-5140) or visit our web site 
at www.heidsflowers.com. Look 
for our next article in two 
weeks. 

HINT: Eucalyptus leaves go 
exceptionaiiy well with all shades 
of apricot and peach flowers. ' 

L1018034 

FINE JEWELRY 
We don't mark up our inventory 

to run a % off sale! 
Compare... 

VERYDAY LOW PRICES! 
HUGE SELECTION: 
• Hundreds of Diamond Bracelets 
• Hundreds of Semi-Mountings , 
• Hundreds of Gold Chains and 

Gold Bracelets 

QUALITY: 
Large Selection of 
Certified Loose Diamonds 
14K-18K Platinum Mountings 
Many Unique One-Of-A-Kind Items 

CONVENIENCE: 
* No Mall Traffic, Easy In, Easy Out 
* FREE Gift Wrap 
* Up to 12 Months Same As Cash 

(upon approved credit) 

A Bevey of Bracelets To Brighten Her Day 

.37 ct. t w 

$ 8 9 5 

.86 ct. t w ^ H 9 5 

.35 ct. t w 

1 ct. t w 
s1540 

1.65 ct. t w 
$1650 

What's More 
Romantic 

than a Rose and 
as Beautiful as 
Fine Jewelry! 

It's truly the ideal 

marriage of 

romance and 

beauty...an 

American Red 

rose dipped in 24 

karat gold that lasts 

a lifetime and will 

express your love and 

devotion. 

This holiday, 

give a gift that 

s tands out as a 

symbol of your 

feelings of love. 

Give a 24K Gold 

Rose...and watch 

your romance 

bloom. 

Quantity 
Limited 

6018 Canton Center Road • Canton • 734-207-1906 
Just N. of Ford Road • Canton 

Hours: M o n . - Sat. 10-9; Sun. 1 2 - 5 [ i c cents 1 S 5 1 j fflSi 
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Slow plows a fact of life 
on the streets of Canton 

For Canton res idents who were too 
busy digging out their subdivisions to 
notice, we issue this reminder: today is 
the winter solstice - the official first day 
of the season. And yes, we note it's been 
an unusual end for autumn, buried under 
more than a foot of snow and shivering in 
near-zero temperatures. 

All this means the annual complaints 
fielded by Supervisor Tom Yack about 
poor or non-existent plowing of township 
streets are coming a month or two earlier 
than usual . So for new res idents - or 
those who just plain forgot the realities of 
living on the western edge of civilization 
(well, Wayne County), here's the drill: 

B Canton is a charter township and the 
county is responsible for all major road 
maintenance. That means fixing them in 
the summer and clearing snow and ice in 
the winter. The 1-275 freeway and state 
trunk lines like Ford Road and Michigan 
Avenue get first priority. After tha t i ts 
county pr imary roads such as Canton 
Center, Warren and Cherry Hill. Last on 
the list are residential and subdivision 
streets, which may not see a plow until 
the snow melts. 

• Many homeowners associations hire 
private contractors so they aren't at the 
mercy of the county t imetable. Others 
rely on good samaritans in their neigh-
borhoods , usua l ly w i t h a snow plow 
hooked to an SUV. 

Still, we're sympathetic to people who 
were housebound after last week's snow-
storm, particularly senior citizens who 
have legitimate concerns about hea l th 
and safety. 

The good news is things appear to be in 
bet ter shape than they were af ter the 
blizzard on New Year's weekend in 1999. 
Then, as you recall, many main roads 

r e m a i n e d al l bu t i m p a s s a b l e for 48 
h o u r s . Both Yack and J o h n Roach, 
Wayne County roads spokesman, said 
changes made following the last real bliz-
zard helped improve performance this 
time around. 

But while there have been some gains, 
the s i tua t ion will remain largely the 
same as long as the county has primary 
responsibility for roads. That's because 
s ta te gasoline taxes as well as weight 
taxes on large trucks is what pays for 
maintenance. And those taxes are dis-
tributed to counties and cities, not town-
ships. In fact, statewide only two town-
ships. (Bloomfield and Muskegon) handle 
their own road maintenance. Both passed 
local tax proposals decades ago to pay for 
the service. 

Yack floated the idea of taking over 
main tenance of township roads a few 
years ago but backed off when he real-
ized the economics would be unfeasible in 
a community the size of Canton. 

The Observer believes putting a local 
tax proposal on the ballot for snowplow-
ing jus t doesn't make much sense. We 
note tha t voters rejected two local road 
millages for construction in the last four 
years - despite roads tha t are clogged 
with traffic at rush hour and noon time. 
Township residents clearly believe road 
maintenance should be a county respon-
sibility. 

The township is studying the possibili-
ty of special assessment d is t r ic ts for 
plowing in residential areas not covered 
by h o m e o w n e r s assoc ia t ions , which 
would at least add a level of service1 in 
some neighborhoods. 

In the meantime, Canton residents will 
have to grin and bear it. And keep that 
snowblower in good working order. 

The 'list' (checked twice) 
Dear Santa, 
We know how busy you are this week. 

Filling those last-minute gift requests 
(thank goodness for amazon.com and e-
bay, eh) is quite a task. So is all t h a t 
wrapp ing , packing and checking the 
re indeer fl ight schedule. Sheesh, you 
think Metro Airport is tough. Try mak-
ing a connection via Dancer or Prancer 
out of Gate 9 at the North Pole. 

So we'll be brief with our Christmas 
wish l is t . Any or all of t he following 
would certainly be welcome sights in 
Canton Township next year: 

• The first completed homes in Cherry 
Hill Village. We know it's supposed to be 
a "historic-style" district, we just didn't 
realize history would be so long in the 
making; 

• Ground breaking for a much needed 

third fire station; 
• Speaking of "third," the beginnings 

of a new high school that everyone (dis-
trict people, township officials and neigh-
boring residents) can live with; 

• A resolution on the planned (but dis-
appearing) ice arena at the Canton Soft-
ball Center; 

• A real holiday and celebration for 
Martin Luther King Day; 

• And last but not least, Santa, we 
would l ike some glad t id ings for t he 
entire Canton community. A gift of a 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 
would do quite nicely. It is the least we 
can ask for a kind and caring communi-
ty. 

Thanks, Santa. 
Your friend, 

The Canton Observer 

Memo to Lansing: Bad 
time for a holiday bonus 

Unless the s ta te Legislature acts by 
Feb. 1, state legislators and officials will 
receive wage increases ranging from 13 
to !36 percent. 

The .salary increase proposed by the 
Sta te Officers Compensation Commis-
sion, a seven-member panel appointed by 
the governor, would make Michigan offi-
cials among the h i g h e s t pa id in t h e 
nation. 

Once the SOCC rates are set they take 

We believe the salary increases 
should be immediately rejected 

by the Legislature 

effect unless lawmakers vote by a two-
thirds majority to reject them. 

In a time when the auto companies are 
either laying off employees or contem-
plating layoffs and the economy seems 
drifting toward recession, these are infla-
tionary and unwarranted increases. 

Unde r t h e proposal t h e governor ' s 
salary will go from $151,245 to $172,000 
next year and to $177,000 in 2002 (mak-
ing Gov. Engler 's r e t i r ement package 
that much sweeter). 

The lieutenant governor's salary will 
go from $100,671 to $120,400 next year 
arid $123,900 in 2002. Supreme Court 
justices salaries will go from $140,816 to 

$159,960 next year and $164,610 in 2002. 
Leg i s l a to r ' s sa la r i e s wil l go f rom 

$56,981 to $77,400 next yea r and to 
$79,650 in 2002. 

Most of us have been lucky to get 
increase of 3 or 4 percent in recent years. 

Sen. Gary Peters, D-Bloomfield Hills, 
says it r i g h t , "At a t ime when s t a t e 
employees and most workers in general 
are receiving adjustments only slightly 
above t h e cost of living, i t is uncon-
scionable to award double-digit percent-
age pay increases to elected officials." 

The inr>rpf»«ee will rvnt MicVn'crfm inst. 
below New York and California in com-
pensation and well ahead of most other 
states. For example, legislators in Col-
orado receive $17,500 a year and in New 
Jersey (a state with a large urban popu-
lation) legislators receive $35,000 a year. 

We be l ieve t h e s e sa la ry inc reases 
should be roundly rejected by the Legis-
lature, and we support a proposal by Sen. 
Thaddeus McCotter, R-Livonia, and Rep. 
Clark Bisbee, R-Jackson, to make it easi-
er for f u tu r e legislatures to say no to 
these usually automatic increases. Under 
current law legislators can only vote to 
reject a pay raise. The proposal would 
require an affirmative vote on all pay 
raises, making the legislators account-
able for what they do. 

For now, it 's time they stood up and 
said, "NO!" 

1 
Goodfellows 
drive: Canton 
Goodfellows' 
Alberto 
Medellin sells 
copies of the 
annual news-
paper in front 
oftheAco 
Hardware 
earlier this 
month.The 
Goodfellows 
fund-raising 
effort contin-
ues with a 
quilt raffle. 
Tickets are 
available for 
$1 each at the 
Canton Pub-
lic Library. 
Also, tax-
deductible 
donations 
may be sent 
to canton 
Goodfellows, 
1150 S. Can-
ton Center, 
Canton 
48188. 

STAFF PHOTO BY TOM HEBBELN 

• PCEA was arrogant 
I'm writing in response to the guest 

opinion on Dec. 14. I would like to say 
that if the Boy Scouts were prevented 
from meeting after school, other activi-
ties could also be prevented. If we are 
to focus on discrimination for one 
group, we must take a look at all 
groups, to be fair. 

Sports, for instance, could be consid-
ered highly discriminatory, consider-
ing that m 
the team." •! 
runner and 
cer team, he 
participate 
with a poor si: 

Idren don't "make 
d was born a slow 
ed to be on the soc-
,'t be allowed to 

fchool. If a child born 
• w». g voice wasn't cho-

sen to be in th^ischool musical, she 
wouldn't be allowed to participate in 
the practices af|er school. If a stu-
dent's best wort only gains him a "C" 
average in math and isn't allowed to 
be in the advanced math class, is this 
discriminatory? 

The BSA, as an after-school activity, 
also has criteria, expectations and 
goals, just as any sport, music or 
drama activity. I don't know why a 
gay boy would want to attend an activ-
ity such as the BSA, because it stress-
es traditional family values and roles, 
contrary to what he might believe. 

If I were the parent of a boy scout, 
(even if I thought homosexuality was 
natural) I wouldn't want my son sleep-
ing or changing his clothes in a tent, 
next to a gay boy who could potentially 
be attracted to him. In the same way, 
I wouldn't want my daughter sleeping 
or changing her clothes in a tent next 
to a straight boy who could potentially 
be attracted to her. 

And no, this is not homophobia, it is 
common sense. There is no "fear" 
here, just a plain, simple choice. 
(Please, don't discriminate against 
me.) 

Due to the actions of the PCEA, I 
believe they are the ones who have 
sent a "confused message" to their cus-
tomers. They tell us to celebrate 
diversity, yet what they really want is 
conformity. You can only be diverse if 
it is on their terms. 

Finally, I think the real "regal dis-
play of arrogance" was by the PCEA, 
not Mr. Watts. As a parent, I believe 
the PCEA does not exist for the benefit 
<yf t'Ko rlril^ron V»n+ inatpnH fnr 
benefit of those who enable it to exist 
by the funds jjwy provide. 

* Sheryl Phillips 
Plymouth 

on Sunday mornings she brings our 
Detroit News to our porch along with 
the Canton Observer! You can imag-
ine how nice that is on these cold 
mornings. Both my papers delivered 
right to my door with my feet never 
having to touch the porch! Such a 
seemingly simple act but one that 
makes her stand out in this hustle and 
bustle world we are in. 

Jill could be an example to all and is 
certainly a welcome carrier in Glen-
garry Village. We thank her and knew 
that you, too, would want to show your 
appreciation. She represents the 
Observer Newspapers (and her par-
ents!) very well, indeed. 

Cindy Bastion 
Canton 

• Count all votes 
It is a sad, sad day for our country. 

Our democracy has been given a black 
eye. What happened to "... of the peo-
ple, by the people and for the people"? 
We have a majority Supreme Court 
that is "... of the Republican Party, by 
the Republican Party and for the 
Republican Party." Justice has not 
been served. Thousands of people have 
been disenfranchised - mostly minori-
ties. 

As far as I am concerned, what mat-
tered was not so much who won the 
election, Bush or Gore, but a matter of 
doing the right, fair and honest thing. 
A fair and honest action would call for 
a count of ALL the votes - including 
the votes that machines were unable 
to decipher due to machine error. I 
believe that the intent of the voter 
could have been ascertained in a fair 
and just way if the manual recount 
had been allowed to continue. These 
were votes that have NEVER been 
counted by the machines. 

I hope all Americans who are as out-
raged as I am will let their feelings be 
known, either by writing to their elect-
ed officials, or by taking part in 
protests against this unfair and dis-
honest action by the majority vote of 
the Supreme Court of the United 
States. We now have a president who 
was NOT "elected by the American 
people," but "appointed" by the majori-
ty of the Supreme Court. 

n*. . I Iteilly 
Westland 

• Praise for carrier 
I don't often write letters like this, 

but I have Jo let you know of a remark-
able Canton Observer carrier, Jill 
Mosher. Jill has been a carrier for a 
few months now, taking over the 
duties from another wonderful carrier. 
Not only is my paper on my porch ear-
lier than I expect it to be, Jill is always 
bouncy and Imiling and gives a cheer-
ful "Hello" when I should happen to 
see her. 

She a l w ^ ^ ^ t a n k s us when we tip 
her a l o n J ^ ^ ^ B t f monthly payment 
but, the j^^HflBUrkable thing, is that 

• Support Constitution 
Voters are likely glad the presiden-

t i a l e lec t ion is f i na l ly over. The 
process has brought much discussion 
of our election processes. Over the next 
year, there will be much debate over 
election reform and especially the idea 
of eliminating the state-by-state elec-
toral process and electing our presi-
dent by national popular vote. 

Some people argue that the person 
with the most votes nationally should 
win. However, they fail to realize the 
wisdom of our courageous founding 
fathers and why the electoral process 
is indeed justified. Here are some rea-
sons: 

• The founding fathers realized 
majority rule voting has been the tool . 
to progress to dictatorships. Arbitrary 
will of the people has allowed past 
injustices, such as slavery, not allow-
ing women to vote, and prohibiting 
alcohol. 

• Jus t like the senate helps less 
populated states have equitable deci-
sion making power in the legislature 
we use the electoral process to do the 
same in the selection of the most pow-
erful elected office. 

• The top 10 populated states con-
trol 50 percent of the electoral votes. 
The electoral process helps give less 
populated states more equity by giving 
each state two additional votes. Each 
s tate should be given some equitable 
power in governance of the nation. 

• If popular majority vote ruled, the 
candidates would have acted different-
ly. Governor Bush would have spent, 
most of his time in Texas to gain as 
many votes as possible and Gore 
woiild have spent most of his time in 
California. 

• A national popular vote would 
encourage some states to change their 
voting rules to increase their influence 
in the election. For example, a state * 
may change the legal voting age from V, 
18 to 17 to get more votes. 

• The electoral process is key to the 
spirit of the Constitution, a document 
expressly written to thwart the excess-
es of majoritarianism, and is critical to 
help save the liberty of people with 
minority views and behaviors. 

Please sypport the wisdom in the 
constitution tha t has made America a 
great country and may we move for-
ward to a more free, responsible, just, 
and prosperous country. 

Alan R. Coloske 
Mil ford Township 

Share your opinions 
We welcome your letters to the 
editor. Please include your name, 
address and phone number for 
verification. We ask that your letters 
be 400 words or less. We may edit 
for clarity, space and content. 

Mail: 

Letters to the Editor 
Tedd Schneider 
Canton Observer 
794 South Main 
Plymouth, Ml 48170 
E-Mail: 
tschnelder@oe.homepomm.net 
Fax: 
734459-4224 

HomeTown 
COMMUNICATIONS 
N E T W O R K 
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Orderly Michigan recount 
reflects Staebler's legacy 

Phi! Power 

Neil Staebler, the man who created the modern 
Michigan Democratic Party, died last week after 
a lifetime of distinguished public service. 

He was a role model to me and a genuine hero 
to many of my generation. His engagement in 
politics helped create a political climate in Michi-
gan — civil, honest, citizen-based — that has 
lasted to this day. 

•t Those with long 
memories will 
remember Staebler 
as "Mr. Democrat." 

Working with 
Walter Reuther, 
the legendary pres-

- 4 ident of the UAW, 
G. Mennen 
Williams, and a 
small band of dedi-
cated reformers, 
Staebler ripped the 
party from the cor-
rupt grip of the 
Teamster bosses in 
the mid-1940s. 
Preaching a doc-

trine of citizen par-
ticipation, Staebler then built the Democratic 
Party into the powerhouse that elected Williams 
governor an unprecedented six straight times 
and spawned the likes of Sen. Philip A. Hart and 
Congresswomen Martha Griffiths. 

Staebler's argument was radical for the times: 
In order to win elections, a political party had to 
be honest and democratic. Otherwise, the thou-
sands of citizen volunteers necessary for an effec-
tive mass political organization simply would 
refuse to get involved. 

Good citizenship, he argued, required every-
body to get involved in the political process. 
Whether Republican or Democrat, he didn't care 
—just so long as people got involved. It was Neil 
Staebler who convinced countless Michigan citi-
zens that politics was not necessarily ugly or cor-
rupt and that political involvement was the high-
est expression of citizenship. 

I was lucky enough to see this process up close 
from my early childhood on. Neil Staebler and his 
wife, Burnette, were among my parents' closest 
friends. It was Neil Staebler who persuaded my 
rock-ribbed Republican businessman father to 
become a Democrat — perhaps the most profound 
testimony to his gift of patient, stubborn persua-
sion. 

In contrast to our era when political figures are 
one thing when on the public stage and entirely 
different in private, Staebler was identically the 
same at all times, whether at family dinners or at 
a Democratic convention: Thoughtful, rational, 
courteous, exquisitely well informed, endlessly 
patient to the point of doggedness. He could go 

on arguing a point literally all night; in fact, he 
once co-authored a whole book, How To Argue 
With A Conservative. 

More at home in the back rooms than on the 
bright stage, Staebler only ran for high office 
twice. When the Legislature and the courts 
couldn't get congressional redistricting right after 
the 1960 census, Staebler was elected in 1962 
Congressman-at-large, representing all of Michi-
gan in the U.S. House. He ran unsuccessfully for 
governor in 1964, largely to keep off the Democ-
ratic ticket a candidate he considered corrupt. 

Staebler's contributions went far beyond Michi-
gan. He had a hand in national politics in the 
days when party leaders actually knew the per-
sonal qualities of candidates contending for nomi-
nation to high office — something entirely lack-
ing today, when nominations are bestowed large-
ly through primary elections. He was one of the 
Vise men" of the Democratic Party, consulted by 
and listened to by a who's who of national politi-
cal figures. He was an early member of the 
National Election Commission and would have, I 
think, been disappointed at its ineffectiveness 
today. 

It was Neii Staebler who persuaded 
my rock-ribbed Republican business-
man father to become a Democrat -

perhaps the most profound testimony 
to his gift of patientf stubborn 

persuasion. 

Staebler's legacy is still with us today. Consid-
er, for example, the contrast between the recent 
recount chaos in the Florida presidential election 
and the matter-of-fact and civilized way in which 
the recount between Diane Bynim and Mike 
Rogers took place in the Eighth Congressional 
District. Much of Michigan's clear, practical law 
governing recounts and civilized way of conduct-
ing them is the direct product of Staebler's work. 

Those who knew Neil Staebler in his heyday 
cannot but feel a sense of loss, at what he could 
have contributed to help us through the after-
math of the presidential election fiasco. 

As for myself, I count him among the tiny num-
ber of tru^r great men I have had the good for-
tune to meet. I'll miss him and his gift for civic 
virtue more than I can say. 

Phil Power is chairman of HomeTown 
Communications Network Inc., the company 
that owns this newspaper. He welcomes your 
comments, either by voice mail at (734) 953-
2047, Ext. 1880, or by e-mail atppower@ 
homecomm, net. 

Separation of church and state 
has its reasons deep in history 

'I 
Tim Richard 

A musician friend from Michigan married her 
college swain - in .his native Poland. She recalled 
they needed two ceremonies, one Catholic (her 
husband's faith) and one civil, because the gov-
ernment, even though no longer Communist, 
didn't recognize church weddings. 

Such anti-church sentiment is common in his-
tory. England in the 1650s forbade church wed-
dings. But from 1750 to the early 19th century, 

England recog-
nized only church 
weddings. 

France once for-
bade the Catholic 
Church from 
erecting schools. 
In 1874 it took 
away the title 
"university" from 
Catholic institu-
tions. England 
under Henry VIII 
and revolutionary 
France confiscated 
church property. 
France tried to 
nominate bishops 
for the pope to 

rubber-stamp. 
All this came to mind when I read the ill-tem-

pered fulminations of Judge James Ryan. Once a 
Redford Township justice of the peace, Wayne 
Circuit judge and Michigan Supreme Court jus-
tice, Ryan now sits on the U.S. 6th Circuit Court 
of Appeals. 

You may have missed it during the Florida 
recount mess, but the Court of Appeals struck 
down, 2-1, an Ohio law allowing state subsidies 
to Drivate schools m Cleveland. About 96 percent, 
of the affected students were in religious schools. 
The Court of Appeals called it an unconstitution-
al "endorsement of religious education, some-
thing in tension with the precedents of the 
Supreme Court." The majority was formed by a 
Clinton appointee and a Bush appointee. 

Ryan, a Reagan appointee, dissented furiously. 
"This plainly hostile attack on the religious 
schools in the Ohio voucher program is one I 
would have thought unworthy of mention in an 
opinion from this great court." 

Ryan has a reputation as a scholar, but this 
time he gave us humbug. He descended into the 
language of the Religious Right, the fundamen-
talists who would cram their religion into govern-
ment and down everyone else's throat. 

The same kind of tirade occurred last June 
when the U.S. Supreme Court struck down a 
coercive, government-sponsored prayer by the 
Santa Fe, Texas, school district. Justice Antonin 

Scalia dissented, saying the majority opinion 
"bristles with hostility to all things religious in 
public life." 

Sadly, Ryan and Scalia both let their religious 
faiths interfere with their legal judgments. 

No state in America requires a civil marriage 
ceremony in addition to a church wedding. 

Michigan in particular gives great latitude to 
people who want to call themselves clergy. 

America makes it unconstitutional to limit 
office holding to members of any sect. 

We don't confiscate church property. 
We don't tax church property. We don't let local 

government zone it out. 
We guarantee freedom of religious worship. 
We don't restrict the number of Catholic semi-

narians, as France used to do. 
We don't tell John Paul II whom to appoint as 

bishops. 
We don't forbid religious schools. In fact, the 

only regulation of religious schools is a simple, 
puffball report to the state Department of Educa-
tion that no one reads anyway. 

America learned from Europe's totali-
tarian that it's dangerous to write 

checkst directly or indirectly through 
vouchers, to the church and doubly 

dangerous to let a religious sect 
control government 

We protect religion. Ryan offends us when he 
imagines a "plainly hostile attack on the religious 
schools..." Scalia is off his rocker when he says 
six Supreme Court insticps' onirnnn "bristles witV> 
hostility to all things religious in public life." 

Michigan has a constitutional prohibition 
against tax money for religious schools, ministers 
and edifices. That's hardly "hostile" toward any 
church. 

America learned from Europe's totalitarian 
that it's dangerous to write checks, directly or 
indirectly through vouchers, to the church and 
doubly dangerous to let a religious sect control 
government.. 

Unfortunately, President-elect George W. Bush 
thinks Scalia is a great guy and wants to appoint 
more justices like him. Perhaps the U.S. Senate 
will teach him differently. 

Tim Richard is retired from this newspa-
per to Kabibonokka, the land of the north 
wind. His e-mail: trichord @ bearlake• 
net.com 

Playing games 
ought to end at the 
Capitol doorstep 

Mike Malott 

Hey, we all understand that a certain amount 
of game playing goes on in Lansing. 

Any legislative body has to have some pretty 
complicated rules and procedures if it is going to 
address the issues of the day in anything resem-
bling an efficient manner. 

While those rules are intended to promote fair-
ness and insure public accountability, it's no sur-
prise that a well-versed parliamentarian can go a 
long way on a skillful manipulation of the process 

But j t ought to end at the Capitol doorstep. 
When technicalities are used to frustrate or inhib-
it the: will of the voters, or to keep them from voic-
ing their collective view, it should be judged to be 
out of bounds. 

That's what happened last week when the Leg-
islature took up the issue of how permits to carry 
concealed weapons are handed out. Now at the 
discretion of local county gun boards, CCW per-
mits are issued in an arbitrary manner, most 
Michigan lawmakers believe. 

When they first took up a bill that would tell 
those gun boards they "shall issue" permits as 
long the applicants meet certain requirements, it 
became quite controversial. Due to a public outcry 
in May 1999, the bill was set aside. Police officers 
and prosecutors across the state said that if the 
bill were passed, they would run a petition drive 
to put it to a referendum. 

In lame duck session last week, lawmakers 
decided to give it another try. When the confer-
ence committee was hammering out the differ-
ences between the House and Senate versions, its 
members decided to tack on a $1 million appropri-
ation. The money would pay for public distribu-
tion of trigger locks and administration of the 
new CCW process. 

But the real intent of the expenditure was to 
frustrate any attempt at a referendum. The state 
Constitution states that appropriations bills can-
not be put to a referendum. 

At first, the conferees didn't want to admit it. 
Rep. Mike Green, R-Mayville and Sen. Bill 
Bullard, R-Highland, using an identical response, 
defended the appropriation by saying, "It's legiti-
mate spending." 

True enough, but there was a supplement 
appropriations bill moving through the Legisla-

ture at the same time that frankly would have . 
been a more appropriate place for it. 

Eventually, Sen. Phil Hoffman, R-Horton, 
fessed up - "it's true," he said. 

Of course, they couldn't do it alone. When Rep. 
Gilda Jacobs, D-Huntington Woods, and Sen. • 
Gary Peters, D-Bloomfield, challenged the alloca- %^ 
tion as a violation of legislative rules, Rep. Bruce 
Patterson, R-Canton, in the House and Lt. Gov. 
Dick Posthumus in the Senate, ruled that the 
spending was proper and not a violation of rules. . 
Then 51 members of the House and 25 senators 
voted to uphold the rulings of their respective 
chairmen. 1 '' 

Readers should understand there are reasons ' " ^ 
why these elected officials felt it was OK to ' 
obstruct and frustrate a referendum by voters. " "? 
For one, they see the threatened petition as politi-t ,r. 
cally motivated itself. Wayne County-prosecutor ' ' ' 
Mike Duggan and Attorney General Jennifer 
Granholm would get a boost of their own backing' ",J,~ 
such an effort. And the issue could still go to the •" 
ballot as a constitutional amendment, even if it 
would take more signatures, Bullard noted. . * 

Besides, they think they've got a pretty good ' 
bill here. Bullard and Hoffman.both believe it's 
actually more stringent than current law. At least' 
it isn't arbitrary, which the current system is. r'y! 

"What I want is for voters to read the law," 
Hoffman said. "If they read the law, they'll be in -' ' • 
favor of it." •' ^ 

If that's truly the case, then they shouldn't ' 
worry about putting it out for a vote before the' ; ' 
public. If it is better, they should be able to con- ' 
vince the electorate of it. 

Even if they can't, it's still the will of the voters 
and Lansing lawmakers should abide by it. 

In the end; it was a nasty little trick on the vot-'T 
ing public. f 

The merits of the bill aside, lawmakers tried to 
obstruct voters' ability to express their view. -' ̂  

What they'll get now is likely to be an angry 
response from the electorate ... and they deserve' ' 
it. 

>/• 

Mike Malott reports on the local implied-
Hons of state and regional events. He can be ' 
reached by phone at (248) 634-8219 or by e- .'f u 

mail at mmalott@homecomm.net. 
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MICHIGAN'S LARGEST 

December Gas Log & Fireplace Sale! 
ALL GAS LOG SETS - PRICE REDUCED Coupon 

World's 
Biggest 
Flame 

SEASONS 
BRIARWOOD 

(Southern Oak) 

$ 3 9 9 4 e n 
ALL SEASONS 

COLONIAL 
BARK 

$ 5 9 9 

ALL SEASONS 
FOREST KINU 

(Lone Star) 

s 4 9 9 4 i . 

, n 0 0 O F F ] 
I A n y l n ^ l C L K I 
i G A S L O G S E 1 S i 

NO PAYMENTS TIL ALMOST zooz -l YEAR SAME AS CASH app^ 

The Country's 
Fastest Growing 

Chain of 
Fireplace & Spa 

Stores 

DESA VANGUARD 

CAST IRON GAS 
STOVE HEATER 

• up to 30/000 bfu 
• Vent-free 

j i i x . , s i m . u c 

$04.0 
SALE PRICE S*"T S 

LENNOX DIRECT VENT 
FIREPLACE 

Model 4035 • Straight Out Vent Kit 

•WAS S 1795.00" 

$ 

FIREPLACE ACCESSORIES 
•TOOLSETS 

The area's 
largest 

selection 

• SCREENS 
• BASKETS 

SAVE 2 5 % 

• M l 

SALE PRICE 1 1 9 5 

LENNOX 41" WOOD | 
BURNING FIREPLACE! 
(LB-41) with 15 foot Chimney 

- WAii M l ^ . U L T 

$ 7 9 5 
SALE PRICE M S 

M O D E L S P A S A L E - B L O W O U T 
NO// AT AL.StASCNS 

UNLIMITED TANNING 
AND OWN YOUR OWN BED) 

GRANDE PERILS " M S V b S N * FURO SERIES 

E5B HOME TANNING SYSTEMS 
WE OFFER UAW & 

UNION DISCOU A 

HOWELL LOCATION 
Corner of Grand River 

Latson Rd. 
517-548-7727 

WATERFORD 
248-886-7727 

/4(t SeateMb 
SPAS. FIREPLACES 

More 
Employee owned &. operated 

W. BLOOMFIELD SOUTHGATE 
248-960-3473 734-324-7727 

LIVONIA 
CLEARANCE CENTER 

35400 Plymouth Rd. . 
I block W. of Wayne Rd. 

734-367-6600 

STERLING HEIGHTS 
NOW OPEN 

810-323-0404 


