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learning center.

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER
tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net

Plymouth-Canton school board mem-
bers are struggling with a decision that
could put the district on the cutting

“edge of public education, but at the

same time tax district administrators

with one more project on their already
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Plymouth-Canton school board members dis-
cussed a compromise Monday that would
give the district more control over the pro-
posed Menlo Park Academy, a brain-based

full plates.

Financial concerns for Menlo Park
Academy appear to have been con-
quered as Samuel Flam, developer of
the brain-based learning environment
being proposed for Plymouth-Canton
Schools, altered his plan to allow for
the district to charter the new school.

“In doing that ... your staff would

R

Deal in works for unique school

provide the teaching service and the
foundation grant money would come
back to the school district, instead of
staying with the charter school,” Flam
told trustees. “And, in return for that,
you would provide the services
required to operate an elementary
school.

“That’s a very unique and innovative
approach to charter schools,” he said.
“There’s nothing like it in the state.” .

Two weeks ago, Flam’s proposal
called for the K-2 school, to be located
within the boundaries of the Plymouth-
Canton school district, to be chartered
by Wayne County Regional Education-

_jection presented by Flam indicates’

5
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al Service Agency. Plymouth-Canton
school board members were concerned
they could lose nearly $2 million if the
majority of the 300 students came from
PCCS. . .
However, a four-year financial pro-

Plymouth-Canton Schools would real-
ize a gain of $1.3 million from the pro-
ject, after all costs, if it charters the
school. '

Under the new proposal, PCCS may
have a bit more control over Mexnlo
Park. In the first option, a Plymouth-

Please see SCHOOL I)EAI.., A3

Triplet group
is a hit with
local families

When last we visited with Carole
and Jim Kody of Canton and their
group of triplet families late in the
summer of 1998, the trios of children
ranged in age from then 4-month-old
Kyle, Abigail and Emiiy Lindbloom
to the eldest, Elizabeth, Philip and
John Kody, then 15 months.

The Lindblooms are now 2% years
old and the Kodys now 3% The origi-
nal group of seven families has
grown to 17 and given themselves a
moniker, “Aftershock X 3,” (pro-
nounced “aftershock times three”). =

We caught up with the Canton-
based triplet family group again for o
holiday party at the Kody’s. Labor
pains and pregnancy concerns have
turned to simply keeping up with o
triple threat of foddler tantrums, tri-
als and tribulations.

BY PAUL HURSCHMANN
STAFF WRITER '
phurschmann@oe.homecomm.ne

There are exactly 25 children, 18
adults and a photographer running
around the family room, kitchen and
basement of the Kody home in a com+
fortable neighborhood west of Beck
Road in Canton on a recent Saturday
afternoon. That’s eight sets of
triplets, eight sets of parents, a
grandmother, a family friend and an
Observer photographer.

It is — as hostess Carole Kody
warned — “rather loud.” But not near-
ly as loud as one might expect consid-
ering the number of young children.
Sure, there is the occasional wail of
crying from one, or more of the sib-
lings. i

Natalie Gannon of Livonia, 3,
begins screaming. Soon her sister
Madeline follows. Brother Gregory
investigates. He, too, begins the
familiar yowl. ,

“I’'m right here,” assures Susan

Holiday get together: Abigail Lindbloom of Canton, 2%, (from left) brother Kyle, mom Lisa and
sister Emily play with o puzzle.while the original “Grinch,” plays in the tape player on televi-
sion in the background. In the photo below, Carole Kody of Canton attempts to get all three of
her children to sit still for the photo. From left, Philip, Elizabeth and John, 3% v .

Gannon, returning to Natalie’s view:
“They’re still at that stage. If I'm not
where they expect me to be, they
start howling.” v

And there is the occasional cry of
pain as one of the triplets falls off a
teeter-totter, or rolls down a couple of
steps onto his brother’s head before
mom catches them.

“I think it’s more challenging now
‘that they’re older,” said Rick Lind-
bloom of Canton. “They’re up and
running constantly. They’re tugging
at you and you don’t know what
they’re saying.”

“They require more physical atten-
tion,” adds his wife, Lisa Lindbloom.
“It’s more tiring.” v

Please sec TRIPLETS,AS
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District will boost
tech support area

s

BY HEATHER NEEDHAM
STAFF WRITER :
hneedham@oe.homecomm.net

The upkeep, troubleshooting and
technical support involved with the
Van Buren school district’s computer
network has proven to be too big of a
job for one person. '

The district’s school board Monday
unanimously approved hiring a tech-
nology support specialist to help with
these tasks. )

Superintendent Larry Tabor said the
district has spent about $600,000 over

~ the past year on computers and related

equipment, Every classroom at the ele-
mentary and middle school level has at

"least one computer and there are

seven computer labs at the high

school. ' '
“We haven’t been able to keep up

with the service and training,” he said.

VAN BUREN PUBLIC SCHOOLS

“We knew we would have to add this
position when we bought them.”

The district is offering a $30,000
salary, plus $8,000 1n peneiits. The
full-time job will encompass 11 months
out of the year. Candidates must have
at least a high school diploma, possess
strong knowledge of Macintosh and
Windows operating systems, including
software and hardware and have
dependable transportation available,
among other things. '

Technology specialist Nancy Cornett

said the new person will allow her to
focus more on professional develop-
ment and steering the district’s tech-
nology-related initiatives and less on
technical support. Her salary is
$46,003, excluding benefits.

“I want to really concentrate on get-
ting us all on the same page technolo-

Please see TECH SUPPORT, A3

Storm batters Army
collection campaign

 BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER
thruscato@oe.homecomm.net

The nearly 20 inches of snow that’s
fallen on the Plymouth-Canton area
the past 10 days has taken its toll on
the Salvation Army’s holiday quest to
meet its -finan-
cial obligations
for needy fami-
lies.

“The weather
didn’t do us any

favors.’

‘The weather didn’t do us any

—Capt. Steven Huyll, Yeek”

end. :

They’ll need to work hard to make
up a huge deficit. Hull said the Red
Kettle campaign has thus far netted
$75,000 in cash, far short of its goal of
$113,000.

“We have a long way to go, but the

- week before
Christmas is
usually our
strongest
~ said
Hull. “Reach-
ing our goal is

favors,” admits
Capt. Stephen
Hull from his
Salvation Army
office in Plymouth Township, which
sefves the Plymouth, Canton and
Northville communities. “We lost
nearly three days of bell ringing
because of the snow.” :

Hull said the Rotary Club did a great

job of making up some of the difference

last weekend and is hoping the Kiwa-
nis Club will do the same this week-

district Salvation Army office

still doable, but
it will certainly
be a stretch.
The one thing we can’t control is the:
weather ... it has a mind of its own.”
Hull said getting bell ringers for the
weekdays has been his biggest chal-
lenge, while volunteers for evenings
and weekends have responded well. .-
As for the mail-in campaign, the Sal-

Please see SALVATION ARMY, A3
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BY HEATHER NEEDHAM
STAFF WRITER
hneedham@oe.homecomm.net

A Belleville High School
sophomore was expelled by-‘the
Van Buren Public Schools Board
of Education for assaulting
another student earlier this
month.

But the seven-member board
agreed that because the boy had

no prior serious disciplinary’

problems that he would only be
expelled for the remainder of the
calendar year. Under state law,
students may be expelled for up
to 180 days for fighting or for
bringing weapons to school.

The assault reportedly

occurred Dec. 1 at Belleville

High School.
The board met in closed ses-
sion for more than an hour Mon-

Report:

An intruder allegedly fired a
shot Monday that missed a Can-
ton resident in his home in the

41000 block of Canton Court,

according to Canton Police.

The incident reportedly
occurred at 7:35 p.m., the
intended victim, 30, told police.
While in his bedroom, the man
told police he heard a loud knock
on his front door and some
“rustling.” He then called down
to his roommate, a 21-year-old
man, to see what was going on.
When his roommate didn’t
respond, the 30-year-old went to
the top of the stalrca;ae carrying

Rlck Keehng of Canton has
become the 35th Eagle Scout out

~of Canton Boy Scout Troop 854.

-Eagle status was conferred on
Keeling Sept. 25. Troop 854 was
founded some 28 years ago.

Keeling joined Scouting in 1988
as a Tiger Cub in Pack 904 from
Hoover Elementary School in

" Wayne, and advanced through the

ranks of Bobcat, Wolf, and Bear
by 1993. He, then transferred to
Pack 854 under the guidance of

ENTER TO WIN!!!

VAN BUREN PUBLIC SCHOOLS

day to decide the case. The disci-
plinary hearing was initially
scheduled for Monday, Dec. 11,
but was canceled because of
weather.

Board treasurer Martha Toth
said the student will be on pro-
bation once he returns to school
dJan. 2, 2001.

“He’d better be in school and
behaving,” Toth said. “We expect
him to follow the rules.”

Because the assault appeared

to be one-sided and impulsive , it

was treated differently than if
two students were fighting.
“There are lots of cases of scuf-
fles and fights in high school
where normally a kid is out for
10 days,” Toth said. “He just

shot fired insid

‘punched him" We thought it was

a little more serious.”

Some things the board took
into consideration included the
boy’s lack of serious disciplinary
record and his willingness to
undergo counseling, Toth said.

“We hope he will be able to see
this as a signal that he needs to
change.”

She described the board’s deci-
sion as firm but fair. .

“We wanted to come up with a
decision that acknowledges the
seriousness of the offense but
wanted to make gure he would
be allowed back in January.”

Belleville High School Princi-
pal Bruce Greene said school
fights are fairly typical and usu-

"COP CALLS

an unloaded rifle. »

He then saw the intruder, who
he described as a black man,
about 25 years old, between 5-
foot-9 and 6 feet tall, coming
toward him, the resident told
police. He said he produced the
rifle and the intruder reportedly
began to retreat. At that point,
the intruder fired one shot at the
Canton man, but the shot
missed. Canton Police found one
shell casing and determined that

Rick received his Arrow of Light,
and crossed over into Boy Scout-
ing and Troop 854 in 1995.

During his time with the troop,
Keeling took and active role in the
troop and served as Assistant
Patrol Leader, Patrol Leader,

" Assistant Semor Patrol Leader,

and Senior Patrol Leader. Her
participated regularly in'troop
outings, camp outs, and service
projects.

the shot traveled through sever-
al closets and finally through the
building’s attic. It was not recov-
ered.

After firing the shot, the
intruder and possibly a second
person fled the apartment. Can-
ton Police recovered a chrome-
plated handgun from the gite
and are continuing to mvestlgate
the case.

Drunken driving

A 34-year-old Canton man was

Keeling, like many scouts, found
that preparing meals for outings

_ was one of his favorite parts of

Scouting. The annual cooking
competition was his favorite camp
out. His scout patrols competed
against the adults in these “cook-
off? challenges, with the adults
winning, but eventually, as trial
and error, Keeling’s patrol won
the main entree part of the compe-
tition twice.

Keeling truly enjoyed the "out"

Assault expulsion ends in ’01

ally involve boyfriend/girlfriend
disputes. They are usually
resolved quickly and peacefully.
There is no police presence or
dedicated security team at -
Belleville High. :

“We have paraprofessaonals
that we hire to work the hall-
ways, help out,in classrooms and
the media center,” he said.

When students fight, teachers
and sometimes other students
act as eyes and ears.

“Anytime a student is involved
in a fight, they are written up by
a teacher or whomever saw it
and we handle it,” Greene said.

Staff usually breaks up stu-
dent fights in hallways pretty

~ quickly.

“If we teli the kids to stop,
they stop,” Greene said.

e home

cited for operating under the
influence of liquor Thursday,
Dec. 14, near the intersection of -
Canton Center and Geddes. A
police report stated that an offi-
cer effected a traffic stop after
noticing the man wasn’t wearing
a seat belt. The man reportedly
told the officer that he had
drunk about seven drinks at a
company Christmas party at a
bar. The officer administered
field sobriety tests and a breath
test, which showed a .25 level,
exceedmg Michigan’s Iegal llmlt
of .10.

Canton troop celebrates 35th Eagle Scout

- Marty LaForte, in the fali of 1993.

part of Scouting. He enjoyed the
camping, once a month, some-
times twice, either way was fine
with him. Being in the outdoors,
allowed him to challenge the skills
that he learned along the way,
and put them to good use. The
love of the outdoors, friendships
between the scouts, and the
respect for nature were also an
important part of Scouting for -
Keeling, which lead to hlS Eagle .
Scout project. - ;
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Chromosome disorder makes
life tougher for triplet family

opment.

STAFF PHOTOS BY PAUL HURSCHMANN
Horsing around: Haley Ealem of Can-
ton, 2, sits atop a rocking horse as
mom Pam helps her giddyap. Haley.
lives with a condition known as “Par-
tial Chromosome Deletion,” delaying
her gross- and fine-motor skill devel

road.

friends.

determination.”

"

Tri plets from page Al

AS if triplets weren’t enough to manage, Pam
and Bill Ealem of Canton face an even tougher

Daughter Haley, 2, lives with a condition
known as Chromosome Deletion. This leaves her
developmentally, as well as intelectually,
delayed with regard to her sisters.

“She is gross motor-delayed, with some fine
motor-delayed (challenges),” explains Pam
Ealem. “She is missing the last band on Chro-
mosome 2, band 37.1”

Haley appears only slightly smaller than sis-
ters Megan and Shelby. She is good natured,
playful and seems to love the camera.

“Oh yeah, she’s a ham,”
Haley perked up while having her picture
taken. “She loves cameras.”

Most of her deficiencies are more noticeable to
her parents than they are to strangers or even

“She still sleeps in a erib,” Pam said. “She’s
the one that catches every virus that goes
around. But she’s a trooper. She has the best
temperament. She teaches us every day about

Nearly a year ago, Haley stopped eating.
Many of her troubles led to stomach upsets and
regurgitation. A feeding tube was inserted and

~ she now ingests all of her nutrition while sleep-
ing through the tube.

“She has acid reflux,” Pam said. “She decided
that food is the root of all evil and just stopped.”

Doctors tell the Ealems that the condition is
rare, but that with care and attention to her
needs Haley should develop relatively normally,

just not at the same pace as her siblings.

“The biggest question mark is that there is just
not enough information about the condition
because it is so rare,” said Pam.

said Pam, when

'~ Paul H urschmann

Maura Baker
of Belleville,.
3 (lower left)
joins the
Lindblooms -
Kyle, Emily
and Abigail,
2%, and dad
Brian of
Canton - in
front of the
television in
the family
room.

The group started with the
original seven moms who had
met and become friends
through their experiences with
a triple dose of babies at Qak-
wood Hospital. Aftershock X 3
grew as other families with
triplets were referred through

friends and family members.
| “I was shopping at JC Penny
in the Westland Mall in late
summer,” said Pam Ealem of
Canton, mother of Megan, Shel-
by and Haley, 2 — as well as
older brother Travis, 4. “My
mother was with me and we
were buying dresses and a
woman overheard me say how

hard it was to shop for three of
the same of everything.

“Well, she knew Carole
(Kody) arid she put her in touch
with me. And, then I met
Jeanne (Page of Canton) out on
a walk.” '

The women get together once
a month. Without kids.

“We go to a different restau-
rant every month,” said Kody.
And it’s great. We're with a
group of others who really
understand what you’re going
through.”

The dads usually handle the
kids for the days when the

‘moms meet. The men usually

only get together only once a
year ~ twice, if they’re lucky —
without moms and toddlers.

The families also get together
whenever they can. This year it
was St. Patrick’s Day, Fourth of
July and Halloween, in addi-
tion to the holiday gathenng at
the Kodys.

The group decided it was
growing too large and now
sends new triplet parents to
another group of metro area
parents of multiples. To contact
that group call Livonia resident
Barb Elandt, (784) 522-3506.

Did you know?
B The staff of the Canton Pub-

lic Library wishes a happy holi- -

day season to all!

B Christmas ranks ‘third
among the holidays for the
amount of money spent on.
candy?

B Pouring yourself a cup of .
coffee, tea or cola can quickly

relieve the pain of a headache?

B Some $1.4 billion was spent
. on holiday candy last year?

B Of the 45 million Americans
who planned a holiday trip last
year, 77 percent traveled by
plane?

B The number of Christmas
trees bought by mail order last
year was 330,000

B In the past year, 4 million
people started or rediscovered
knitting and crocheting?

Web Watch

Check out these Web sites:

[ ]

WWW. gumnessworldrecords.com
B www.astronomy.com

B www.allafrica.com

B www.periodicals.net

B www jumptheshark.com

Holiday music

‘Check out these CDSIWith sea-

sonal melodies:

- B Acoustic Chrisimas

B A Merry Little Christmas —
Linda Rondstadt

B My Kind of Christmas
— Christina Aguilera

® Superstar Christmas

B A Wind Machine Christmas

B Classic Christmas — Billy

-Gilman

Q&A

Q: When dld trees become part
of Christmas celebrations?

A: Evergreen trees and
wreaths have been used as sym-
bols of eternal life since the
ancient. times of the Egyptians,
Chinese and Hebrews. After the
coming of Christianity, ever-
greens were still used in Scandi-
navia W staie away bie devil, u
the Middle Ages, the Christmasg
tree, decorated with candles and
wafers became popular, as did
the gaily decorated wooden
Christmas pyramid. By the 16th
céntury, the two objects merged
irito what we now know as the
Christmas tree. By the 19th cen-
tury, the Christmas tree was

-popular across Europe and the

United States.

Source: The Book of Answers

by Barbara. Berlmer 2

Library construction update
Adult collections of Reference,
Nonfiction, feature film videos,
CDs, Michigan Histary, CD-
Roms and Biographies have
moved into témporary living

quarters in the East end of the
library. All Fietion, magazmes
and audio books still remain in
the Community Meeting Room.
For information visit the pro-
posed floor plan and our photo

album of the expansion at our.

‘Web site: www. cantonpl. org

Staff favorites

Here are some audio books
chose by library staff:

B Their Eyes Were Watching
God by Zora Neale

B Shards of Honor by Lois
McMaster Bujold

B Oldest Living Confederate
Widow Tells All by Allan Gur-
ganus

B Mr. White’s Confession by
Robert Clark

B All titles
Evanovich

w All titles iu ithe Miiford
series by Jan Karon-

by Janet

Hot topic of the week

-l A’phabet Day! Dec. 25, also
known as “No-L” Day. This cele-
bration is for people who do'not
want to send Christmas cards
but who want to greet their
friends; so they send out cards
listing the letters of the alphabet
in order, but with a gap where

- the “L” would be.

@ the Canton Library .is com-

piled by Laura Dorogi of the

library staff. The library is at
1200 S. Canton Center. For more
information about library pro-
grams and services, call 397-
0999.

;

SChOOI deal from.pageAi

Canton school board member
and another member of the pub-
lie school community would be
members of the Wayne RESA
charter school board, though the

district would have no control

over its operation.

Under the new plan, the dis-
trict would not be allowed, under
state law, to have one of its
trustees on the school board of
the charter.

“But, as a chartering- institu--
-tion, if Menlo Park doesn’t fulfill

the vision of the charter, they
could yank the charter,”
Flam. “They wouldn’t have day-
to-day control, but uitimate con-
trol.

Menlo Park Academy W111
attempt to use the latest infor-

mation on brain research and -

use it to improve teaching tech-
niques and learning ability.
“The educational program:

" remains the same and intact, an
agreement with the district to

provide a lab setting for brain-
based learning,” he told board

-members.

Teachers for Menloe Park
would come from members of the
Plymouth-Canton Education
Association. The K-2 school,
which would add a grade each
year until it encompassed fifth
grade, would eventually have its
own building within the d1str1ct
boundaries.

_said Flam.

said

“The building is still an issue,”
“The worst case sce-
nario would be to start with
portable classrooms and begin a

sinking fund to build revenue for

a new building in several years.”
Trustees appeared intrigued
by the new option presented to
them, but remained cautious
because the district is already

-taxing its administrators with a

number of long range projects,
including the construction of an
elementary school and high
school. -

Administrators are also in the
midst of creating a program to
integrate the three high schools.
And, with the loss of Deputy
Superintendent Patrick O'Don-
nell, who accepted the superin-
tendent’s job in Fenton, the
administrative ranks are thin.
Not to mention the start of con-
tract talks with the teacher’s
union next year.

“It’s not a question of whether
it’s a good opportunity, but we
have to match up the opportuni-
ty factor with our ability,” said
school board president Darwin
Watts.

“This isn’t the right time for
Plymouth-Canton,” said Susan
Davis, school board member.
“We have so many projects going
on right now. I'm not sure the
timing is right to consider one
. more innovative project for the

TQCh su n_port from page Al

staff.” ,-f;'..
“I recognize the strain on’ our

_gtaff,” said Trustee Roland

Thomas. “However, if we can
find an alternative like this with
a payback, this is the kind-of
program that we'’re talking about
in becoming entrepreneurs in
the educational field. We need
to step up to the plate and some-
how push this district’s leader-
ship.”

“We may miss the right timing
if we don’t lend itself now,” said
Trustee Klizabeth Givens.

“When we talk about our vision -

priority of leading the state in

e 2

i
3
&
K
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education, this is the kind of ¥

stuff we're talking about.”

Superintendent Kathleen
Booher likes the leading edge
opportunity for Plymouth-Ca
ton, but not at a price. ’

“If our obstacles seem. too
great, I would recommend to the
board this isn’t the time,”
said. “But, if we discover some
of the obstacles aren’t there or
are easily surmounted, then I
think this is a very exciting
opportunity.”

Flam is expected to present
the school board with a more
exact financial picture next
month, at which time trustees
are expected to decide whether
they want to charter the new
school.

gy-wise,’ ’ Cornett sa1d

The district’s need for another
technical support speclahst is a
sign of its growing pains, she
said. Cornett’s days can begin as

early as 7:30 a.m, and end in the
the board,” Cornett said, adding’

evening hours. Flex time that
allows her to come in later on
some days has helped ‘she
added.

“Some days get to be very

Salvation

long,” she said. -
She described the district’s
salary offering as being on the

_low end for technical support

jobs, but not ‘the lowest.
“The rates really vary across

that the salary offering may not
yet be finalized.

The month off during the sum-
mer might be a perk to some job

B

cand.ldates

“Tt seems that the JOb might be

»

of interest to a younger person,
Cornett said.

she
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The job opening will be posted ..

on the Van Buren school dis-
. trict’s’

Web

" site,

www.weresa.k12.mi.us/vanbu-

renf/index.htm.
should click on “employment.” ..

Army frozﬁ page Al

vation Army has reached more
than half its goal, and Hull is
confident it will be reached easi-
er than the Red Kettle drive.
Thus far nearly $120,000 in
donations have been sent in.

This year’s mail-in campaign
goal is $225,000.

Meanwhile, many compames
churches and families came for-
ward this holiday season to
sponsor 125 needy families by

donating food, clothing and holi- -

Job seekers ;

day gifts. Hull said the remain-~

ing 80 families on the list will be
helped with food, clothing and
monetary donations from area
residents,

Join Us For

« to all children attending.

COLLECTION

.

He’s Heading Ho-Ho-Home..

Santa’s Super Send-Off
Sunday, December 24, 2:00 p.m.
Somerset North Grand Court

Somerset Collection is planing a very exciting farewell to Jolly St. Nick.
- So join the Royal Farmly and their Royal Court for Santa’s Super Send-Off.
~ And to show his appreciation. Santa is giving a package of treate

CSOI\/\ EI{SF_T

Neiman Marcus Saks Fifth Avenue, Nordstrom, Hudsons and more than one-hundred-eighty other equally special and one-of-a-kind stores.
2800 W. Big Beaver, West of 1-75, Troy, MI (248) 643-7440
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* More Time to Shop |
- Thurs 9-10 pm, Fri-Sat 8-10 pm,
- Sun 8-5 pm, closed Christmas,
- open early Tues 8-9 pm. ~

* Our Silver Gift Box and Red Bow
It means you don’t have to wrap!

* Personal Service | |
We've got lots of gift-giving ideas.

’ )

* Something for Everyone to Enjoy
. o Our Enjoy Gift Card is the giﬁ:’that’s 8’Ways weldome.

 Exactly What You’re Looking For

‘Unique gifts for everyone on your list, from- |
- Women’s, Men’s, Ms. J, Children’s, Home,
- Accessories, Cosmetics, Fragrances and Fine Jewelry.

£y

e A Round of Applause | ,,
- It's our way of saying thanks to you. :

HOLIDAY HOURS: THURS 9-10 « FRI-SAT 8-10
~ SUN 8-5 « CLOSED CHRISTMAS « OPEN EARLY TUES 8-9

’ . .

~ jacobsons.cor
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OBITUARIES

CLARENCE J. PERRY

Services were held for
Clarence J. Perry, 67, of Can-
ton, at St. John Neumann
Catholic Church on Dec. 18 with
the Rev. George Charnley offici-
ating, Burial was at Riverside
Cemetery in Plymouth,

~Mr. Perry was born March 9,
1933 in Detroit and died Dec. 14
in Canton. He was a merchan-
diser. He was a veteran of the

| Army. He was a member of the |

St. John Neumann Catholic
Church.

‘He was preceded in death by
his wife, Janet Perry.

Survwors include a daughter,
Sharon M. Kopp of Holland,
t Mich.; a son, Michael R. (Lynn)
; 'Perry of Bellevxlle four grand-
| sons, Joey Engel, Shawn Kopp,
| Josh Thomas-Perry and Joshua

| Kopp; and one great-grandson,

| Brian Engel.

Memorials may be made to
Angela Hospice, 14100 Newburg
Rd., Livonia 48154-5010 or the
American Cancer Society, 18505
W. 12 Mile, Southfield 48076.

Arrangements were made by
Vermeulen Funeral Home.

| GEORGE CHARLES MORRISON

1 . Services for George Charles
i Morrison, 78, of Panama City,
1 Fla., were held at the Ver-

1 theulen Funeral Home on Dec.:

16 with the Rev. Jack H. Baker
officiating. Burial was at Glen
Eden Memorial Park in Livonia.
, Mr. Morrison was born May

24, 1927 in Detroit and died
Dec. 9 in Panama City, Fla. He
was a time office supervisor. He
was an Army veteran serving in
World War II.

Survivors include one daugh-
ter, Dale E. Spessard of
Edmore, Mich,; four grand-
daughters, Lisa M. Wysocki of
Plymouth, Cindy Spessard of
Taylor, Jennifer E. Burden of
Redford, and Earlene J. Burden
of Garden City; one brother, Ed
Morrison; one nephew, Butch
Jarvis of Lakeland, Fla. and one
niece, JoAnne Jarvis of Lake-
land, Fla. .

Arrangements were made by
Vermeulen Funeral Home.

PATRICK MICHAEL DRAYBUCK
Services for Patrick Michael
Draybuck, 12, of Plymouth were
held at Our Lady of Good Coun-
sel Catholic Church on Dec. 16
with the Rev. Doc Ortman offici-
ating. Burial was at Michigan
Memorial Park in Flat Rock.
Patrick was born Dec. 6, 1988
in Dearborn and died Dec. 13 in

Detroit. He was a student. He

was a member of Our Lady of
Good Counsel Catholic Church.
Survivors include higs father,
Michael M. Draybuck of Ply-
mouth mother, Leslie Draybuck
of Plymouth two sisters,
Christin Draybuck of Ann Arbor
and Amy Draybuck of Ply-
mouth; a grandmother, Nora
Maxine Garzaniti of Allen Park;
four uncles, David (Barbara)

Draybuck of Northville, John
Garzaniti of Florida, Dino (Joni)
Garzaniti of California, and
Dominick (Diane) Garzaniti of

Colorado; and one aunt, Thea’

Daniels of Allen Park.

Memorials may be made to
the American Cancer Society,
18505 W. 12 Mile, Southfield
48076 or Ronald McDonald
House, 3911 Beaubien Blvd,
Detroit 48201.

Arrangements were made by
Vermeulen Funeral Home.

LEYHA JUNE JOHNSTON
Services for Letha June John-

ston, 79, of Plymouth were held |

Dec. 19 at the Schrader-Howell
Funeral Home with the Rev.
Dean. A. Klump cofficiating.
Burial was at Erie Union Ceme-
tery in Erie Township, Mich.
Mrs. Johnston was born April
8, 1921 in Lambertville, Mich.
and died Dec. 14 in Plymouth.

She and her husband, Marvin

owned and operated a trailer
park and grocery store in Dear-
born, “Ted’s Grocery and Trailer

" Park.” She also worked part-

time at the old Cracker Barrel
Party Store in Plymouth. She
came to the Plymouth communi-
ty in 1956 from Dearborn. She
was a member of the First Unit-
ed Methodist Church of Ply-
mouth. She was salutatorian of
her high school graduation class
in 1939 from Lambertville High
School. She enjoyed knitting,
cooking and playing pinochle.

“Mom was a great mom and
grandma,” said her son, Paul
Johnston.

She was preceded in death by
her daughter, Linda Kay John-
ston.

Survivors include husband,
Marvin of Plymouth (they cele-
brated 58 years of marriage in
July); son, Paul D. (Jeni) of Ply-
mouth; and grandchildren Kyle
Johnston and Alan O’Keefe.

‘Arranfrements were made by
Schrader-Howell Funeral Home.

M. ANTOINETTE KING.

Services for M. Antoinette
King, 99, will be held in Jan-
uary with . burial in Greenﬁeld |
Mo. in the spring.

Mrs. King was born Aug 1,
1901 in Chicago and died Dec
15 in Plymouth. She moved to
Plymouth from Watertown, N.Y.
in 1977. She was a member of
Our Lady of Good Counsel
Church.

She was preceded in death by
her husband, William Andrew
King, four younger brothers and
a gister.

Survivors include her daugh-
ter, Therese (Robert) Reed Gall
of Plymouth; two grandsons,
Robert William (Diana) Reed,
Jr. 'of Salt Point, N.Y. and
William Damien (Sara) Reed of
Saugatuck, Mich.; and two
great-granddaughters, Caitlin
Elizabeth and Tamsen Celine.

Arrangements were made by

| er-Rock Funeral Home.

Vermeulen Funeral Home.

WILLIAM RICHARD WILD, JR,

Services for William Richard
Wild, Jr., 46, of Farmington
Hills, were held at the Thayer-
Rock Funeral Home in Farm-
ington with the Rev. Larry R.
Austin officiating.

Mr. Wild was born Sept. 8,
1954 in Pontiac and died Dec.
16 in Farmington Hills. He was

an electrician for International |

Brotherhood of Electrical Work-
ers Local No. 58.

Survivors include his- w1fe
Janice E. Wild of Farmmgton
Hills; sons, Chad Wild, Ryan
Wild, and Dave Wild; daughter
Stephanie Lynn Wild (Mark
Scott) of Chicago, ;parents,
William and Judith Wild of
Farmington; brother John Wild
of Plymouth; sister Suzanne
Marie (Guy) Browning of Farm-
ington; grandson of Catherine
Schmidt and Nina Wild.

Memorials may be made to
the American Cancer Society,
18505 W. 12 Mile, Southfield
48076. .

Arrangements made by Thay-

RICHARD S. BRZEZICKI

Services for Richard S. Brzez-
icki, 64, of Portgage, were held
Dec. 21 at St. Mary’s Catholic
Church in Portage with the Rev.
John Hedrick officiating.. Burial
was at Oak Grove Cemetery.

Mr. Brzezicki was born Oct.
10, 1936 in Detroit and died

"Mich.; three children, Tamara

Dec. 16 in Portage. He was self-

employed as a designer, devel-
oper, and builder of wood pat-
terns. He moved to Portage in
1984 from Plymouth to estab-
lish his business, Richwood Pat-
tern, in Portage. He had a love
of boating and was a member of
the Portage Boat Ciub. He also
enjoyed flower gardening, sail-
ing, traveling and building
boats. :

He was preceded in death by
his father and a son-in-law,
Dennis Borushko.

Survivors include his mother,
Sophie Brzezicki of Tawas City,

Borushko of Hamtramck, Todd
Brzezicki of Hamtramck, and
Terry (Robert) Neumann of Ann
Arbor; two grandchildren, Jor-
dan and Rayna Borushko; his
long-time loving companion,
Iona Gray of Portage, her chil-
-dren, Dawn (William) Payne of
Portage, Zane (Laura) Gray of
Beaver Dam, Mich.; and her
grandchildren, Krystaiyn
Marissa, and Bethany Payne,
Jordan and Alexi Gray; two sis-
ters, Ilene Neych of Tawas City
and Marcia (Jerry) Brumm. of
Boca Raton, Fla.; a brother, Joel
(Vivian) Brzezmkl of St. Claire -
Shores; four nieces; five
‘nephews; other relatives and -
many close friends.

Arrangements were made by
Pflanz Mantey Mendrala Funer-
al Home.
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Work Sock

Sp

ecial

Choose From Bulk
Packages of:

+ WOOLS

+ BLENDS |

Bu 9 Pairs, Get

13 Palrs FREE!

(of the same sock)

regular price
Expires 12-23-00

® )

425 17 Ford Road « Canton
Just West of Lilley Road :
In the Canton Corners Shopping Center
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WOMEN’'S RED WING
SHOES & BOOTS 1

regular price
Expires 12-23-00

County looking for road sa.

County road erews sprinkle an
estimated 120,000 tons of salt
onto roadways annually, which
costs $28 per ton. About half of

the $7 million Wayne County
- winter road mamtenance budget

covers salt.
Though salt is sometlmes criti-

- cized for its corrosiveness to

both roads and automobiles, it
still reigns as the ice melter of

choice, said John Roach,
spokesman for theWayne Coun—
ty Department of Public Service.
Other compounds, such as sand,
are used more commonly in cold-
er climes. But sand is not an
option in urban areas, because it
does not dissolve and would
eventually wind up in sewers.
The county is experimenting
with calcium chloride, which,

A New Bauer Impac 30 or 100

Youth and Junior Skates, Reg. $49.99 SALE...

* New Baver Impac 500 o
Adult Skates, Req. $89.99 uweeessnsesess
® New Ice Hockey Shoulder,
Shin, Pants and Goalie gear....

t alternatives

when mixed with regular road
salt, provides quicker ice melt-
ing ‘and increased effectiveness .
in colder weather. It is delivered -
“the same way as salt. .

. “It is in some respects more ,
effective than salt,” he said. “But
to use it as a substitute for salt
is cost prohibitive.”

$3v

55999

20%os

* New K2 Clicker Boot and
Binding Combo, Reg. $420 SALE...

1997

* New Snowboard Packages,

including Board, Boots and
....starting at

Bindings............
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$2'| 999
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r sale!

- original prices
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State’s electors cast ballots for Gore

BY JONI HUBRED
STAFF WRITER
jhubred@oe.homecomm.net

In the stately and historic
State Senate chambers in Lans-
ing, 18 Democratic electors cast
their ballots for Vice President
Al Gore and Sen. Joseph Lieber-
man Monday afternoon.

Their votes didn’t change the
outcome of an election won by
Republican George W. Bush and
his running mate Dick Cheney,
but that didn’t dampen the spirit
of the event.

“This is a celebration of what
we did here in Michigan,” said
party chair Mark Brewer. “We're
really proud of the fact we took
the state for Al Gore.”

Among the most proud was
Farmington Hills resident and
elector Marie Weigold, who
placed in nomination the name
of Vice Presidential candidate
Joseph Lieberman. A former
local party chair, she was chosen
to represent voters in the 11th
Congressional district.

Of Lieberman, Weigold said,
“He has all of the qualities that
we seek in our national leaders.
Intelligence, integrity, effective-
ness and the conviction to both
speak and act his conscience,
The day that Senator Lieberman
accepted the nomination gave
me a sense of pride in being a

Democrat.”

The nominating speeches,
including the Gore speech deliv-
ered by Detroit Deputy Mayor
Freeman Henrix, were followed
by balloting. By law, electors
cannot choose any candidate
other than the one designated by
the majority of voters.

“Under Michigan law, all elec-
tors are committed to Al Gore,”
Brewer explained. “If they fail to
vote for him, that's an automatic
resignation, and we’d appoint a
replacement immediately.”

Honorary electors also waited
in the wings, including Hills
Council member Vicki Barnett.
While Weigold signed ballots,
Barnett got electors’ signatures
on the Electoral College pro-
gram, as a keepsake.

While she considered it an
honor to cast her vote, Weigold
was even more pleased by a
motion offered by state Rep.
John Cherry and elector John
Kelly, a former state representa-
tive, supporting the elimination
of puncheard voting systems and
establishing uniform statewide
and nationwide election stan-
dards.

“Being an elector is historic,
but it’s for today.” Weigold said.
“This is about the future. This is
about good government in
action, making ail the votes

count and making sure the pro-
cess is available to and works for
everyone.”

The motion came in the wake
of a U.S. Supreme Court decigion
that effectively stopped ballot
recounts in Florida, where thou-
sands of punchcard ballots were
still in dispute. The move gave

Bush enough electoral votes to

win the presidency.

Weigold pointed out that when
Farmington Hills ballots won’t
go through the electronic reading
machines due to an illegible
mark or error, voters are given
the opportunity to recast their
ballots, That’s not the case is
Southfield, where punchecards
are used, she said.

“It’s like having two classes of
voters,” Weigold commented.

While state officials have con-
cerns over the cost of uniform
balloting, she added, “I don’t see
how anybody could be against it.
Money isn't a good enough rea-
son.”

In addition to eliminating
punchcards, the resolution called
for a uniform statewide voting
system, automatic universal life-
time voter registration once a
person reaches age 18, establish-
ing General Election Day as a
holiday and correct problems
with the Michigan Qualified
Voter File.

There’s no business like snow business

By DOUG JOHNSON
STAFF WRITER

Bob Springer, president of
ACO, a hardware store chain
headquartered in the dual giant
warehouse buildings near I-275
and Grand River, has had a busy
week keeping his 66 stores sup-
plied with the tools of snow
removal.

“The weather has been good
for us,” he said Tuesday. “It has
kept customers in their own
backyard. We have done very
well with all snow removal
items.”

Springer, who travels in from
his home in Howell, said snow
shovels, windshield washer fluid,
salt, lock de-icer products, snow
brushes and scrapers have been
flying out of the stores.

Some stores have run out of
some items, he admits, but not
for long.

“In some small towns we are
the only source for several
miles,” Springer said.

The ACO warehouse was
delivering items Saturday and
again Monday. The 85,000-
square-foot warehouse was also
getting deliveries from manufac-
turers Saturday and Monday.
About 200 employees work in the
headquarters and office area at
23333 Commerce Drive, Farm-
ington Hills. They have been in
business for 54 years.

“The manufacturers have been
good to us. Nothing is in short
supply because the snow hasn’t
hit all areas of the country,” he
said.

Springer said his stores do not
sell power equipment, including
snowblowers, .

Some ACO products can even
be seen by northbound drivers
on I-275. At night, Christmas
decorations light up the snow

S« im

SYSTEM INCLUDES: « 17" COLOR MONITOR
*VIDEOQ CARD 8 MB AGP
= 52X CDROM DRIVE
»20 Gig HARD DRIVE
*64 Meg MEMORY

* Floppy/KeyboardMouse
+Sound Card & Speakers
sWINDOWS ME

° 3YEAR WARRANTY

CELERON-566...........$845

BUILT TG

PENTIUM-H 600........$345
PENTIUM-11 733........$995
PENTIUM:-JI| §66...... $1060
PENTIUM-ill 33.......$1130
PENTIUM-NI 1000$136]

WEEKLY SPECIALS

" 13973 MIDDLEBELT LWONIA

(734) 427-0102 |
FAX: 734) 427 7766

covered area alongside the back
of the ACO warehouses. Some of
the items like the white light
deer shapes are sold in the
stores.

Springer said he thought more
people would actually see the
lights if they put them out back.

ACQ stores are as far away as
Bay City, Adrian and Battle
Creek.

Wayne County stores inciude

NOTICE:

To All Current Ameritech Digital
Cuetomare: Came in and drada vae
current digital phone for the new
TDMA Digital Absolutely FREE!

locations in Canton, Plymouth,
Livonia (two stores), Redford
Township (two stores) and West-
land (two stores).

The corporation’s Web site is
www.acohardware.com, Links in
the site include information
about several current part-time
and full-time job openings at the
stores and at headquarters. ACO
is not related to ACE Hardware.

v

Electors also called for the
U.S. Attorney General and
Department of Justice to under-
take an investigation into the
conduct of elections in Florida
and possible violations of the
Voting Rights Act.

While the system may have
had its flaws in Florida, Brewer
said, all the votes were counted
in Michigan. Elector Sigrid
Grace, an elementary teacher
from Rochester Hills in the 9th*
Congressional District, still
believes in the system. :

“I have a relative who fought

in the American Revolution,” she
said. “It was a very sentlmental
moment for me.”
_ Chairperson of the Rochester
Democratic Club and an officer
at large with the Michigan
Democratic Party, Grace felt
very honored to have been cho-
sen for the job and remains opti-
mistic about the future of elec-
tions.

“I have great faith in our coun-
try,” she said. “Hopefully, we’ll
learn a lot from this.”

BIg responsibility: Marie Weigold of Farmington Hills . ;
was one of Michigan’s presidential electors, oblzgated to ;
cast her vote for Al Gore. . A S
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any smgie sale or cleararice item in

men's shoes or boots |

valid thursday, december 21 and':.:
friday, december 22
MUST PRESENT COUPON FOR SAVINGS. CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY

QTHER COUPON OR DISCOUNT OFFER, NOT VALID ON PREVIOUSLY
PURCHASED (TEMS,

P#NSMNI

gé@ S@E@ or @E@@ nee i

*or extra 10% off any single sale or clearance item in shoes, maternlty
leather apparel, men’s suits and sport coats, cookware, and small electncs
valid thursday, december 21 and friday, december 22

EXCLUDES COSMETICS, FRAGRANCES, AND FINE JEWELRY. MUST PRESENT COUPON FOR SAVINGS,
CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER COUPON OR DISCOUNT OFFER, NOT VALID ON PREVIOUSLY PURCHASED {TEMS,

PARISTAN

any single

gular priced watch

valid thursday, december 21 and friday, december 22

EXCLUDES WATCHES IN FINE JEWELRY AND BRIGHTON. MUST PRESENT COLPON FOR SAVINGS.
GANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER COUPON OR DISCOUNT OFFER. NOT VALID ON PREVIOUSLY PURCHASED TEMS.

PARISHAN

any single sale or clearance item in

juniors’ sportswear
valid thursday, december 21 and
friday, december 22

MUST PRESENT COUPON FOR SAVINGS. CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY
OTHER COUPON OR DISCOUNT QFFER. NOT VALID ON PREVIOUSLY
PURCHASED ITEMS.

DAMSH

| n inl e 'cle » i )
ladies’ sleepwe
valid mmdmé 21and

MUST PRESENT COUPON FOR SAVINGS. GANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY
OTHER COUPON OR DiSCOUNT QFFER. NOT VALID ON PREVIQUSLY
PURCHASED ITEMS.

PARISHN

" any single sale or clearance ftem in-
ooy sk IR .
mens fumishings

valid thﬁt;&s:fyi dwe?erbe{z 21 and

MUST PRESENT COUPON FOR SAVINGS. CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY
‘OTHER COUPON OR DISCOUNT QFFER. NOT VALID ON PREVIQUSLY
PURCHASED ITEMS.

PARISIAN]

“any siglsa In
ladies’ legther coat

valid thursday, december 21 and
friday, december 22

MUST PRESENT COUPON FOR SAVINGS, GANNCT BE COMBINED WITH MY
OTHER COUPON OR DISCOUNT OFFER. NOT VALID ON PREVIOUSLY
PURCHASED ITEMS,

“any single sale or clearance rt in
children's apparel

- valid thursday, december 21 and
fnday%’ecember 22

MUST PRESENT COUPON FOR SAVINGS, CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY
GTHER COUPON OR DISCOUNT QFFER. NOT VALID ON PREVIOUSLY

PURCHASED {TEMS.

any smgle sale or Clearance ftem in
- men's dress shirfs
and ties

valid thursday, december 21 and
friday, éeeember 22

MUST PRESENT COUPON FOR SAVINGS. CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY
OTHER COUPON OR DISCOUNT OFFER, NOT VALID ON PREVIOUSLY

euncm.seo TS PAR}S'AN

entire stock of regular sale or clearance pnoed

nm-a-home

valid thursday, december 21 and
friday, december 22

MUST PRESENT COUPON FOR SAVINGS. CANNOT BE COMBINED WiTH ANY
OTHER COUPCN OR DISCOUNT OFFER, NOT VALID ON PREVIOUSLY

PURCHASED ITEMS.

valid thursday december 21 and
friday, december 22
EXCLUDES BRIGHTON. MUST PRESENT COUPON FOR SAVINGS,

CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER COLPON OR DISCOUNT OFFER.
NOT VALID ON PREVIOUSLY PURCHASED ITEMS. !

PARISHANE

any smgle sa!e or clearance

men's leather

valld thursday, december 21 and
friday, cfecember 22

MUST PRESENT COUPON FOR SAVINGS. GANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY
OTHER COUPON OR DISCOUNT OFFER. NOT VALID ON PREVIOUSLY
. PURCHASED TEMS.

~ PARISHAN

anysmgle sale or clearance item i m )

men's designer ap;

valid thursda december 21 and
friday, &em

MUST PRESENT COUPON FOR SAVINGS, CANNOT ae COMBINED WITH ANY
OTHER COUPON CR DISCOLAT OFFER. NOT VALID ON PREVIOUSLY
N . PURCHASED ITEMS,

PARISIAN

valtd thursday deoember 21 and
friday, december 22

MUST PRESENT COUPON FOR SAVINGS. CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY
OTHER COUPON OR DISCOUNT OFFER, NOT VALID ON PREVIOUSLY
" PURCHASED ITEMS.

PARISHAN

save now...just 4 shopping days il christmas!
take Charge fOf a CUI'B Every time yoﬁ usebyuur Parisian c‘redit card to make a purchase, Parfsian will make avd‘onation to help fund bfeést gancer research.

you're somebody special POAORO‘OQ
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Best friend

Don’t forget your pet
on Christmas morning

BY HEATHER NEEDHAM
STAFF WRITER
hneedham@oe.homecomm.net

You've looked over your holiday gift list and
checked it twice. Parents, check. Siblings, check.
In-laws, check. Grandparents, check. Children,
check. Gift exchange at work, check. .

But perhaps you've forgotten 4 loved one who's
probably the easiest to please when it comes to
buying gifts, or may very well be amused for
hours with a
crumpled up
piece of paper
or a paper
grocery sack.

Pets will

. likely show
their thanks
by batting
around their
gift with a
paw or by
chewing on
them. If you
buy them
treats,
chances are

 they’ll gobble

for chinchillas.

Americans spend an estimated $24 billion
annually on pet care and feeding alone. In addi-
tion, the average American pet owner spends
about $16-$140 annually for pet toys, $20-$50

annually on treats and $20-$30 on collars and -

leashes, according to the Michigan Humane Soci-
ety.

Jean Carmean of Canton was shopping for a
new squeaky toy for her 12-year-old miniature
dachshund, Amy,
at Pet Supplies
Plus, 43665 Ford
in Canton.

“I buy every-
thing for my pet,”
Carmean said,
adding that Amy
particularly likes
squeaky 'coys all)‘
plush toy anima
As a result, there
are roughly 200
such toys scat-
tered throughout
their home.

“I think that
{pets) need to

them up and
beg for more.
If  your
“family”
includes a
dog, cat, bird,
ferret, rodent or even an iguana, chances are
there is a gift especially for them at local pet sup-

Piain and fancy A bucket o’ biscuits will lzven up
any dog’s Christmas morning.

have something to
do just like
humans do,”
Carmean said. “To
(Amy), the toys
are like her
babies. She treats them as though they were her

puppies.”

STAFF PHOTOS BY PAUL HURSCHMANN

A dog’s life: Rowdy shows off some Christmas gift toys, a stuffed plush toy, and a
real shearling lined doggie bed at Specialty Pets in Plymouth.

Pet Supplies Plus manager Scott Hawken said
he sees nothing strange about including pets on
a holiday shopping list. .

“People consider them part of the family,” he
said. “They want to get them all sorts of stuff.”

People of all ages like to buy gifts for pets, but
older people particularly like to pamper them.

“They just baby them,” Hawken said.

Some gifts, like Santa outfits and reindeer
antlers, are more for human entertainment than
for the pets But other gifts, like treats and toys,
are as fun for the animals as cookies and milk or

Hawken said.

One of the most popular ways to play Santa
with a pet is by giving them a stocking. Pet own-
ers can buy them plain and fill them themselves,
or buy them stuffed with treats, toys and chew-
ables. Some are even shaped like animal paws
rather than human socks.

Chances are, Fido or Fluffy aren’t going to care
what their gifts look like, but will go bonkers
over how they smell. Nearly all felines are drawn
to the smell of catnip, and both dogs and cats
love the smell of meat. And some love human
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brand new toys from Santa are for human chil- food, too.
dren.

“(Pets) do actually get something out of treats,”

In addition to the toys, Amy also has a cushy

ply stores. There are ferret hammocks, bird
sleeping pad by a window, Carmean said.

swings, iguana perches and bottles of dust bath

Please see BEST FRIEND, A12

Senior
drug bill
goes to
Engler

AT&T Digital Advantage Calling Plans

Monthly ktcluded i ﬁtz/d\sson‘:l p 'I‘;OTAL
The state House and Senate Fee M?:y\fxlgse EMinutes " enonth
have approved a prescription $7 Q99
drﬁ% prograin forlsenigz .ci}txizens,- 32mo9nth Znig ggtg Znﬁg
will replace Michigan’s s A 0%
txjv(i) senior citiz:ﬁx prescri_pti.on a‘!n?mh ggg lmggeso Inggso
aid programs: the prescription
drug tax credit and the Michigan 99 1 400 1 000 2400
Emergency Pharmaceutical Pro- S —— s minutes
gram for Seniors (MEPPS). Addmorni Plans Available
The EPIC program Will be ’ ffar aviailable (ln‘nﬂl» TSI

available to seniors who are not
currently enrolled in Medicaid.
Participants in MEPPS will be
given initial enrollment priority,
followed by applicants with an

annual

Emepo ikl
gr:t.:(:st esti- ;150 per-
m 0 cent of the
cost $60 mil- federal
lionand will . ij.iines
be partly who receive
funded from the drug
tobaccoset- . .;.r oli
tlement rev-  gible for the
enue. Elder Pre-
v scription
Insurance

Coverage
(EPIC) program will pay a $26
application fee and a minimal
prescription co-payment based
on household income. :

The program is estimated to

cost $60 million and will be fund-
ed by $26 million currently used
for the tax credit and MEPPS, as
well as $33 million in state
tobacco settlement revenue.
" House Majority Floor Leader-
elect Rep. Bruce Patterson has
been a strong supporter of EPIC
in the past and voiced his sup-
port today.

“This program will relieve
seniors across the state from the
spu’anng costs 0I prescripiion
drugs,” said Patterson, R-Canton
Township. “I am proud to have
had the opportunity to preside
over the House on such an
important day. The passage of
this legislation is a momentous
victory for seniors.” Alternet Wireless, Inc.

The tax credit program will be [ 1000 Vs e
repealed Dec. 31 the year EPIC .
is implemented. MEPPS will ] Raplon 248.684-7440
continue to provide a safety net = elegraph Rd. 7518 Y¥yoming . ' ——
for senior clt?zens until EPIé has 248 985"825 313-934-2000 . HOWELL ] S tal T
been implemented. Emergency oy & More 1343 N.Telegraph

* I : Alternet Wireless, Inc. Sice Systerne 847 Latson Rd. Hampton Plaza Mall,
relief will also continue under 3683 V. Maple Rd. 4010 Owen Rd. 517-545-7220 734-240-0343
the new program.

248-723.4622 )
Y e . L BRIGHTON ) 810-629-1300 ox D=2
Michigan will be the 16th state E = Cellular & More Link Communications Group Muitilinks Communications
to offer a senior citizens prescrip-

Celluiar & More 18010 Stiver Parkwa; 39821 Grand River.
315 E. Grand River 810.-625.7440 2662348%’;‘;‘_‘2;3"0“" 248-476-0077

tion program of this magnitude.

. The bill now goes to Gov. John

810-227-7440
Engler for his approval.

e ALLEMN PARIK
Discover Communications

15670 Southfield Rd.
7941400

A2 Mobile
623 South Main Street
734-663-9600

LIVONIA

nd Cammunicatsons
84!4W 5 Mi!e Rd.

COAK PARK .
Intouch Communications

21830 Greenfield Rd.
240 QAT DO0E

Cellular & aore Omni éommunlcation

4401 | Ford Rd. 845 E: Eas N!ne Mi&e Rd
Tr4.0R 1. 748N SAC. BAR_OAA

DEARBORN —mg—
American Sky Net

Control Data Systems
5601 Schaefer Rd. G-4044 Milier Rd.
313-945-6670 8 10-230-6623

Congrol Data Systems
Fairlane Mali
313-982-0100

Clear Choice Communication
25760 Eureka

TFAA AT NTAN
SO TARS BTG

Ce(lular Lotto Plus
29514 West Seven Mile’ ‘Rd.
248-476-2202

Celiular & More
33833 Plymouth Rd.
734-266-2300

Muitilinks Communications
20215 Middlebelt Rd..
248-478-0077

[ MicrorD
Cellular & More -
10§ E. Commerce -

Dominick’s
12970 Beech Daly
734-946-5877

PLY MOLUTH
Ann Arbor Wireléss
606 Main Street
734-456-3200

Celiuiar & More
903 W, Ann Arbor Rd.
734-354-6000

" Taylor Paging Co.
901 Souchs'l' fe

Control Data Systemns raph
31 3-292»86637

Briarwood Mail
734-669-0926 -

L AUBURRKN HILLS i

Cellular Pius
3488 Linden Rd.
810-733-8750

A R o S SRR

' Intouch Cornmumcations
Oaktand Malt
248-588-7181

V.LR Pa,ging

40 W. Square Lake Rd.
248-828-7676

vy WEST BLOOMFIEID |

Rapid Page
16201 F%rd ﬁ.#loe
313-323-3333
Telecom 2000
1314 Telegraph
313-277-2002

Telecom 2000

Pro Celiular
(Evenings & Weakends)
5-459- 175

Intouch Communications
1028 Church St.
810-239-PAGE

Michigan Page & Cellular
G-4136 S. inaw Rd.
810-715-2060

REDFORD
Clear Choice Communicaﬂon

9477 Tel
31 3-533?%030

Discover Communicatlons
10001 S.Telegraph
313-794-1400

Rapid | Network Cor inlc
agge
248-65%-4%0

r'YPSILA’NTli o
Wireless Toys
40 E. Michigan Ave.
734-484-6000

i Wireless Outlet
28903 Evergreen
248-358-5555

*© 2000 AT&T Wireless Services, Inc. Annual contract, credlt approval, and a $25 actlvation fee may be required, Od'ner terms and conditions a lies to all AT&T digital wlrelass calling plans $29.99 and above except prepaid services. Nokia rebate ends 12/31/00, Erd
rebate ends 12/31/00, Notomla V2397 ends 01/15/01, $75 mall-invrebace ends 01/15/01. See sales ﬂyer for detalls. pp’y Aer igl e ) Pt prep ' o eon
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Selected
Sleepwear

Selected
Outerwear

Selected
Boys’
Athletic

Selected
Nationa! Brand
Career & Casual

Separates

Selected
Junior Sweaters

Selected
Bras &
Panties

~ Selected
Sweaters

Selected
Dress
Shirts

~ Selected
Boys’ National
Brand
Collections

Selected
Giris’ Tops
& Dresses
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Selected
St. John's Bay®
Boot Cut

Selected
Jewelry

ff

Selected

Heavyweight

& Flannel
portshirts

ol
Selected
Newborn, Infant
& Toddler
Playwear

Selected
Wemen’s
Quterwear

Selected
Fleece

For Her

Selected
Handbags

5C

Selected
Flannel

Selected
Holiday Towels,

Bath Accessories
& Rugs

‘Holiday Pillows,
Dinnerware &
Tableware

ALL STORES OPEN EARLY' MONDAY FRIDAY" 8 A.M. SATURDAY' 7 A.M.
*Except where restricted by law.
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Ready to roll: This is an architect’s drawing of what Schoolcraft College’s Waterman
Campus Center will look like when expanded and remodeled. The college awaits
Gov. Engler’s signature on a key project appropriation.

Waterman Center expansion

waits for governor’s signature

BY RICHARD PEARL
STAFF WRITER
rpeari@oe.homecomm.net

As soon as Michigan’s gover-
nor puts pen to paper, School-
craft College will start moving
on the $27-million expansion of
the-Waterman Campus Center.

The project will expand and
renovate the college’s award-
winning culinary arts classrooms
and kitchen and dining facilities
and create a business and indus-
try training center.

After several fears of inching
the project up the state legisla-
ture’s agenda, that body last
week approved roughly $13 mil-
lion' in matching funds and sent

the bill on to Gov. John Engler
for his signature.

Officials at the community col-
lege on Haggerty Road expressed
confidence Engler would sign the
appropriation in the allotted 14-
day time-period.

But even though Schoolcraft’s
board of trustees, during mid-
November’s final meeting of the
year, approved the provisional
awarding of contracts for final
design and construction, “We
won’t release them (contracts)
until the governor signs” the
state appropriation, said A.H.
“Butch” Raby III, college vice
president for business services.

The contracts were given pro-

Sunday Health Club set
to begin at Schoolcraft

Schooleraft College’s Sunday
Health Club lets members can
work out every Sunday after-
noon for 13 weeks. The winter
session begins Jan. 7 and contin-
ues 1-5 p.m. through April 1.
Membership fees are $34 for
individuals and $72 for families.

Members have access to two
gyms for basketball and volley-
ball; six handball, paddleball
and; racketball courts; wallyball
courts; weightlifting machines,
treadmills, exercise bikes, and
other aerobic equipment in the
fitness room; the swimming pool
with two one-meter and one

three-meter diving boards; and
saunas in both the men and
women’s locker rooms.

The activity is at the level and
intensity you set. Members
must furnish their own locks and
towels, and children under age
16 must be accompanied by an
adult or guardian. For addition-
al information or to receive a
registration form, call 734-462-
4413.

Schooleraft College is located
at 18600 Haggerty Road,
between Six and Seven Mile
roads, just west of I-275,

The Weather Outside is Frightful
But the Shopping at Wonderland
is Delightful! - S

: g%: Make up

your lost time in the Snow.
Wonderland Mall

Welcomes you to Extra Special Holiday Hours.

Fri, Dec 22 & Sat, Dec 23
Mall Opens Early at 7am

Come shop at your favorite stores like:

Oid Navy, Bath & Body Works, Kay Bee Toys,
‘ F.Y.E.- For Your Entertainment,
Claire’s Boutique, American Eagle QOutfitters

AS AN ADDED GIFT!
The first 100 shoppers of each day will receive
A $3 Boardwalk Cafes Food Court Coupon
And 2 Complimentary Carousel Ride Coupons.
" Just present your mall receipts to the Customer Service Center
and you will receive your gift!

WONDERLAND

THE WHO WHAT WHY WHEN WHERE MALL

Hours: Monday - Saturday 10 - 9, Sunday 11 - 6
Plymouth & Middlebelt Roads, Livonia 734-522-4100
www.newwondertandmall.com

until

visional approval to save the pro-
ject several weeks’ time, because
the trustees won’t meet again
late January, Raby
explained.

The contracts award the archi-
teéts Ghafari Associates Inc. of
Dearborn $553,480 and Barton
Malow Co. of Southfield, the con-
struction manager, $601,605 to
proceed with the final design
and construction planning.

The allocation to Ghafari is
about 2 percent of the project
cost, while that to Barton Malow
is about 2.3 percent, according to
Raby.

Once the design process is
completed, bid packages can be
put out, he said.

For the latest in home design see At Home
in Thursday’s Observer

50

SWEATERS

Our Entire Stock of
Sweaters
BUY ONE - GET ONE

DRESSES

Great Selection of
Suits & Dresses

SALE!

Our Best Selling
Ribbed Knits -

DRESS BARN

Not valld on 50% off merchandise, previous prurchases of layaways, gift certificates or

Missy & Woman Sizes 4-24
and temet

0
0 0 . » 0 :
| Off J Off ,
Ticketed Prices Ticketed Prices Now $9.99 :
'“"'““““""'“""""""'"""7:th ‘
' 30"
i
|
ANY SINGLE ITEM E

oombned wih my omer oﬂer o ow;m One eoupon per mner per

DRESS BARN

e 1%1/00

446810idQd .

The project is expected to be
completed by 2002. For a store near you visit www.dressbarn.com or call 800-639-6064 :
*LOWER PRICED ITEM 50% OFF. ALL ITEMS LIMITED TO STORE AVAILABILITY. PRICES SLIGHTLY HIGHER AT DRESS BARN WOMAN. SALE ENDS 12/26/00.
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Pre-Lighted
Christmas
Trees
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H

874 W. Ann Arbor Road
PLYMOUTH

(734) 459-5410
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/

=

Hours,

Closed ng.

Mon., Thurs., Fri. 10-8;
Tue., Sat. 10-6; Sun, 12-5;
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Best friend ;... ...

“

At Plymouth’s Specialty Pet
Supplies, 1498 8. Sheldon, owner
Terri Bennett said there are

plenty of treats that cater to
pets’ love of human food. There
are catnip cookies that look like

Carolina Mountain Water
Holiday Special:

BUY 3,GET 2 FREE!!

| Bottled in the Nantahala Natlonal Forest. From a
source protected by over 100,000 acres of

| forest [ands - 3600 ft. above sea level, Free of
pollution. Try the best, And taste the difference.

In GLASS (Also available in lexan polycarbonate)
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY

OFFER

[ et G}i Blown and @
& ":2 Lampworked Glass|
£ S 10% OFF All Christmas
re ~ & Ornaments thru Dec. 24

| York Street 1)t

Glassworks v

875 York Street

Plymouth, Michigan g 3

(734) 459-6419 E

OPEN EVERYDAY Through Christmas Eve 10am.~5p.m,

’ ‘\p\'\\' OnN YOl,o ¥
¢ by

Elizabeth
; Routson,

&0
JL

LA

Recently, there has been concern over
sarcomas {malignant growths) developing
at the injection site of a cat's vaccination,
Researchers are exploring possible causes
and ways to prevent these cancers.
Vaccine-related sarcomas are uncommon,
and not vaccinating puts the cat at a much
higher risk of potentially fatal infections and
ilinesses than any vaccine. Because the
feline rabies vaccine also protects humans,
experts contend that it is an especially bad
idea - and illegal in some states - to forgo
this vaccine, Instead, watch your cat for
complications after vaccinations. A small,
firm swelling at the the site is common and
should disappear after several weeks. Tell
the vet about it, however, because it is

Will My Cat Get Cancer From a Vaccination?

DVM.

these swellings that can develop into
sarcomas.

If you have any concerns about your cat's
health, please contact Drs. Bunt, Hiil or
myseif at PARKWAY VETERINARY CLINIC.
Our caring, compassionate staff provides
complete veterinary services in a "family
atmosphere." We treat all our patients as if
they were our own pets. Visit sither of our
two “locations at 41395 Wilcox Rd. in
Plymouth, tel. 734-453-2577, or 5750 Lilley
Rd. in Canton, tel. 734-981-4400. Both
focations are open six days a week for your
convenience.

P.8. Discuss any concerns with your cat's
veterinarian to determine the safest
vaceination program.

L.1017609
e
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Presented by
Hands On Center For Physical Therapy

- DISLOCATED SHOULDER

A full dislocation of thé shoulder
occurs when the head comes alf the
way out of the sacket, resulting in
stretched or torn rotator cuff muscles.
After the dislocated shoulder is put
back into place, three'to six weeks of
immobilization is required. This rest is
only effective if the rotator cuff
muscles, which hold the shoulder
together and are responsible for the
shoulder's fine movements, are also
strengthened. Thus, an exercise and
strengthening program is necessary in
order to regain fuli use of the shoulder.
Conventional wisdom may have once
calleti for surgery after two shoulder
dislocations. A goed rehabilitation
program, however, can often tighten

surgery i

want to
ask your
HANDS

occupat
neurolo,

Forest

the shoulder muscles so .that no

s. necessary. | f you've been

recommended for surgery to correct .
an injury, but would Jike to discuss
alternative treatment options, or you
have recently undergone surgery, and

keep your recovery on track,
physician for a referral to the
ON CENTER FOR PHYSICAL

THERAPY. To learn more about our
wide range of service, which include

ional and orthopedic and
gical physical therapies,

please call 445.8370. You'll find our
center located in Plymouth, at 470

Avenué, Suite 20. Most

insurance plans accepted, Blue Cross
and Medicare provider.

PS. Because of the shoulder's shallow socket and lack of ligaments,
any weakness of the rotator cuff muscles makes it easy for the head of

the shoulder to stide out of the joint with a jolt. -

L1016485

LANDSCAPE DESIGN EARLY BIRD SPECIAL!

Let our experienced designers create a plan for your spring

project this winter.

Designers available all winter...ask about our special winter pricing!

HOME & GARDEN B
v

SHEWPLACE

STORE CLOSED
Dec. 28-Feb. 28
OPEN MARCH 1, 2001

9900 Ann Arbor Rd./Plymouth Rd.
7 Miles West of 1275
South of M-14
Gotfredson Rd.

LA0E7301

Corner of

all good gift ideas.

"holiday cookies for kitties, yogurt
and carob-dipped dog biscuits
with sprinkles, flavored dog bis-
cuits and treats for nearly every
kind of pet.

There are also {reats such as

» Steak and Lobster
» Seafood Pot-Au-Feu

» stuffed veal chops

> Herb & Pep

_ chardonnay jus. $18

Served in d'marbled
compote and orange vanilla sauce,

» Our entire menu will also be
> We are acceptin

Key rings, Santa hats and gift baskets for your pet are

Filet mignon with o steamed Maine lobster tail. Served with
redskin potatoes, asparagus and béarnaise sauce. $29

Crab legs, mussels, clams, shrimp, redskin
on the cob, steamed together in a garlic white wine broth, $22

Filled with spinach, fonfina cheese, pine nuts and sun-dried
tomatoes. Served with saffron and rosted onion risofto,
asparagus and roasted red pepper coulis, $27

er Roasted Capon
Roasted breast, leg and thigh, served with baby field greens,
wild mushroom and garlic salad, grilled boby ramps and o

> Strawberry Champagne Mousse

chécalate cup with berry
$6

reservations for this special evening
Ask your host or cdli 248-735-4570

> party favors and champagne toast at midnight!

3
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boiled pig ears, bones and a vari-
ety of other animal by-products
that drive dogs wild, Bennett
said. '

But these toys should be used
with caution, said Emily Coaker,

ofatoes and corn

available

248-735-4570

Gather Round the Bonfire
New Year’s Eve!l

Bonfire Bistro & Brewery
39550 Seven Mile {at Haggeryl » Northville

community relations representa-
tive with the Michigan Humane
Society in Westland.

“Usually we don’t recommend
(animal) by-product toys,” Coak-
er said. Bones can be fatal for
dogs. They can become splin-
tered, causing slivers to get

& %

> www.michiganmen.com

110192243

ENTER TO WIN!
TWO 2001 POLARSS 550 SUPERSPORT

' No purchase necessary. Resfrictions apply. See store for deails. Enter to win at any Cellular & More location. One entry per person, per
store, per day. Entries due 01/31/2001. One winner will be chosen and confacted by phone and mail on 02/07/2001.

- SNOWMORBILES & TRAILER!

.

Verizon Wireless

Christmas Past.
Christmas Future.

wedged in the throat and stom-
ach, damage the intestines and
damage teeth. Some dog breeds
have jaws strong enough to
crush even large bones.

Bones should be thrown away
as soon as they break up or shat
ter, Coaker said. ‘

tech toy or hundreds of dollars
on a scratching post/kitty cond
for their felines. )
One popular item for dogs is
the “Yuppy Puppy” dog treat dis
penser, which resembles a guni
ball machine. Dogs can operate
themselves by pushing on a
bone-shaped lever to dispense
the goods. It retails for abou
$40. . :
Some of the hottest selling
items recently are those geare
toward coping with not-so-hd
weather, Bennett said. Pet-safi
ice melters, doggie coats ani
boots and dog sweaters have al
sold very well. o
“I’'ve already reordered coat
and boots four times,” she said. !

Here

Want even more minutes?

you go:

300 weghday +

PLUS, GET A BIGITAL PHONE

FREE

AFTER $50 MATL-IN REBATE
WITH NEN 2-YEAR
SERVICE AGRBEMENT

s

Christmas Present.

Get 1,100 minutes for
just $19.99 monthly access

1800

1,500 night & weehend

‘529.99 monthly access

1 $00 wewk
3’600 ;:o: nigﬁ{g;uusend

Y J—

{100 weekday / 1,000 night and weekend minutes}

A1 ARTES ARG VALIO AS LONG RS YOU'RE ON T

B

CANTON

44011 Ford Rd.

A l (3 Blks. E. of Sheldon)
" (734) 981-7440

Simple. Affordable. National.

Subject to terms of Cellular Service Aq;eemeni & Prico Plan. New two-ysar contract and $30 octivation fee required.
ther offers, Usage rounded fo next fulf minute. Unused allowances lost. Taxes,

required. Cannot he combined with of

which continues ot $11.99 per manth until canceled. Weekdays 6 am - 10 pm M-F; Nights and

PROGRAM

LIVONIA
33833 Plymouth Rd.

(734) 266-2300

NO LONG DISTANCE CHRRGES

and FREE activation
oh- these tws plans. )

(West of Farmington)

s

Join in.

HOLIDAY
HOURS
Mon. - Sat.
10 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Sunday
11a.m.- 4 p.m.

L1018228 |

\_—" verizonvireiess

Authcrized Agent

$150 early termination fee. Requires credit approval. Digital service not available in all areas, CDMA phone
tolt, & other charges apply. Phone may vary by location. Plons include 3 months free Verizon Wireless Extras
Weaekends 10 pr - 6 am M-F including all day Saf. & Sun. Limited time offer. Kyocera is o registered trademark of Kyocere Corporafion. -
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Ship 'em out: Tedd Schneider, Canton Observer community editor (from left), Salva-
tion Army volunteer Joseph Krogman and Salvation Army Captain Steve Hull, load
a van Friday with donations to the Observer’s Cheer Club at the Observer oﬁ‘ice on

South Mazn.

The Dlamond Line Bracelet

SHOW HER YOUW'LL LOVE HER
FOR THE NEXT THOUSAND YEARS

«

Christmas

A DIAMOND IS FOREYER

MM&OAWSW 7944

509 Ann Arbor Trail (between Lilley & Main), Plymouth » 455-3030

All major credit cards accepted ¢ Extended Christmas hours ¢ Free Lay-a-way ¢ Open Sundays
LiG15014

DONA!.D B, Busg
‘GRADUATE GEMOLOGIST

-VERYDAY LOW PRICES!

HUGE SELECTION:

* Hundreds of Diamond Bracelets

* Hundreds of Semi-Mountings .

* Hundreds of Gold Chains and
Goid Bracelets

6018 Canton Center Road ° Canton o 734~207~ 1 906

The Plymouth and Canton
Observers want to thank the
community for making this
year’s Cheer Club drive success-
ful. .

On Friday, the Salvation
Army carte away two rooms
full of toys and grocery items
from our ed1t0r1a1 offyces on
Main Street in downtown Ply-
mouth. Donations included an
impressive line-up of Barbies,
Pok€mon games and other toys
to thrill area kids who may not
expect much on Christmas
morning.

There were also bags of gro-
ceries and basic supplies for the
Yess fortunate families in the
Plymouth, Canton  and

Northville communities.

New and returning members
to the Cheer Club included:

Canton residents Mark, Cindy,
Jeffrey and Cortney Slmpson
Kurt and Dawn Denzer; Ann
‘Confer, Janet and’ Brlan, Ron
Nagy, Cindy Martin, Cecilia
Saovine; Danny Reilman; Juanita
Fenkell; Cliff and Laponkko

New York Ce
Freight Set

Built to the rugged standards of historic Lionels, this New York Centrai Fiyer Freight Set.
includes everything you need to get your own layout started!

o Die-cast meta] steam locomotive with operating
puffing smoke and remotely controlled whistle

o Coal tender, boxcar with opening doors, flatcars with -

bulkheads and caboose

e Ready-to-run set with a die-cast metal tractor- tratler oval of
0-27 track and a 40 watt transformer/controller

At such 2 great value, it’s a terrific way to get into Lionel railroading!

RIDER'S HOBBY SHOP

Sears Hardware Plaza ¢ Canton ¢ 42011 Ford Rd.

(734) 981-8700

LIONEL

ntral Flyer

g headlight,

NOW ONLY

*149.99

REG. *169.99

L1017154

FINE JEW

ELRY

Observer Cheer Clu
spreads holiday joy

Lambert; the Domenzain family;
the Faerber family; and Sue
Hester. .
Also, Plymouth residents
Emerson and Dianne Coates;
Vicki Matthews; Nancy and
Mike Riemenschneider; Terry
and Susan Groneau; Jean, Mac
and Kate Morris; the Day fami-
ly; Stan and Barbara Szuba; ;
Lorraine and William McLin;
Dexter and Andrew Gregg; Rosi-
ta Smith; Mike and Peggy Beer-
croft; and Bonnie and Dave
Cusumano.
- A special thanks goes to group
donations from Horton Plumb-
ing and the Canton Cheerlead-

CANTON 6

Fard Rd 1Mile W. of 1-275 881-1900
_$4.00 Family Twilight 4-8pm dali!
$4.75 Kids & Senlors all shows
$5.00 DAILY Matinees til 4pm

__$5.78 with Student ID

$5.75 Late Shows Fri & Sat RIERIAIII'N
_© No Passes DIGITAL STEREG
Uniimited Free Drink & .26¢ Corn Refllls

MOVIE GUlDE;

THE GIFT OF MOVIES |
$10 Book Pius $1 Free

GIFT CERTIFICATES|

$20 Book Plus $2 Free

| © WHAT womn wAur (PG 13)
1:40, 4:10, 6:5

ol OEMPEROR’ s llE\'J GROOVE @
ol 1:10, 3:00, 4:45, 7:30, 9:15

b © VERTICAL LIMIT (PG-13)

W 1:45, 4:15, 6:45, 9:15

' ©PROOF OF LIFE (PG-13)

il 1:35, 4:20, 7:00, 9:40

L) HOW THE GRINCH STOLE

- cHRiSTMAS (PG 13)

- 102 nALMATIAxs (G)
- 1200,240 §:00, 7:15, 9:30

—— - —— ns

THTHIS AD_OC *

..,.....,.-....-.....—-. -

ers; the fourth- grade and com-
bined 3/4/5- grade class of Anéy
Olivera at Bird Elementary in
Plymouth; an anonymous Ply-
mouth Township family; and the
Plymouth-Canton Sharks hockey
team.

B

Say it wlth

pﬁ%mrs

by Steve Mansfield

AN EARTHY
ARRANGEMENT:

Quite often, the container in
which cut flowers are placed
plays a big role in the success
of the arrangement. Consider,
for example, a simple terracotta
pots are usually associated with
flowering house plants. They
have drainage holes in the
bottom and are unglazed and
not = waterproof. These are
precisely the factors that make
this pot such an eye-catching
surprise. To make it suitable for
cut flowers, simply fir _}~=a
waterproof container inside the
clay pot. Then, select flowers
with warm and gentle apricet
and peach colors, with a smali
amount of golden yellow as an
accent, This arrangement is
sure to draw attention. - :

The holidays are the perfett
time to let your Imaglnatlon
guide you in creating beautifui
flower arrangements. At
HEIDE'S FLOWERS & GIFTS
we're here to assist you in
picking the right flowers fér
your table arrangement or to
decorate your house for the
festivities. Since 1899, we have
been dedicated to prowdlng .
quality and service to olr |
community, For a consuitation,
visit or call us here at 995 W.
Ann Arbor Trail, Plymouth.
(453-5140) or visit our web site
at www.heidsflowers.com. Lodk
for our next article in two
weeks. ' :

HINT: Eucalyptus leaves qe
- exceptionally well with all shades

of apricot and peach flowers.
L1018034 -

We don’t mark up our inventory
to run a % off salel
Compare...

QUALITY:

*+ Large Selection of
Certified Loose Diamonds -
*+ 14K-18K Platinum Mountings
* Many Unique One-Of- A-Kmd Items

i

CONVENIENCE:

* No Mall Traffic, Easy ln, Easy Out

% FREE Gift Wrap

* Up to 12 Months Same As Cash
(upon approved crecht) "

Just N. of Ford Road ¢ Canton
Hours: Mon.- Sat. 10-9; Sun. 12-5 | | B

What's More

Romantic

than a Rose and
as Beautiful as
Fine Jewelry!

It’s truly the ldeak
marriage of
romance and
beauty...an
American Red

{irose dipped in 24
karat gold that lasts
 a lifetime and will
express your love and
devotion.

This holiday,
give a gift that
stands out as a
'symbol of your
feelings of love.

i Give a 24K Gold
Rose...and watch
Your romance
bloom.

i

‘Quantity
Limited

SHOWROOM
oF .
ELEGANCE

CANTON CTR. R,
SHELDON ROAD

WARREN
o N

FORD ROAD
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Slow plows a fact of life
‘on the streets of Canton

For Canton residents who were too
busy digging out their subdivisions to
notice, we issue this reminder: today is
the winter solstice — the official first day
of the season. And yes, we note it’s been
an unusual end for autumn, buried under
more than a foot of snow and shivering in
near-zero temperatures.

All this means the annual complaints

fielded by Supervisor Tom Yack about
poor or non-existent plowing of township
streets are coming a month or two earlier
than usual. So for new residents — or
those who just plain forgot the realities of
living on the western edge of civilization
(well, Wayne County), here’s the drill:
" @ Canton is a charter township and the
county is responsible for all major road
maintenance. That means fixing them in
the summer and clearing snow and ice in
the winter. The 1-275 freeway and state
trunk lines like Ford Road and Michigan
Avenue get first priority. After that its
county primary roads such as Canton
Center, Warren and Cherry Hill. Last on
the list are residential and subdivision
streets, which may not see a plow until
the snow melts.

B Many homeowners associations hire
private contractors so they aren’t at the
mercy of the county timetable. Others
rely on good samaritans in their neigh-
borhoods, usually with a snow plow
hooked to an SUV.

Still, we’re sympathetic to people who
were housebound after last week’s snow-
storm, particularly senior citizens who
have legitimate concerns about health
and safety.

The good news is things appear to be in
better shape than they were after the
blizzard on New Year’s weekend in 1999.
Then, as you recall, many main roads

remained all but impassable for 48
hours. Both Yack and John Roach,
Wayne County roads spokesman, said
changes made following the last real bliz-
zard helped improve performance this
time around.

But while there have been some gains,
the situation will remain largely the
same ag long as the county has primary
responsibility for roads. That’s because
state gasoline taxes as well as weight
taxes on large trucks is what pays for
maintenance. And those taxes are dis-
tributed to counties and cities, not town-
ships. In fact, statewide only two town-
ships. (Bloomfield and Muskegon) handle
their own road maintenance. Both passed
local tax proposals decades ago to pay for
the service.

Yack floated the idea of taking over
maintenance of township roads a few
years ago but backed off when he real-
ized the economics would be unfeasible in
a community the size of Canton.

The Observer believes putting a local
tax proposal on the ballot for snowplow-
ing just doesn’t make much sense. We
note that voters rejected two local road
millages for construction in the last four
years - despite roads that are clogged
with traffic at rush hour and noon time.
Township residents clearly believe road
maintenance should be a county respon-
sibility.

The township is studying the possibili-
ty of special assessment districts for
plowing in residential areas not covered
by homeowners associations, which
would at least add a level of service in
some neighborhoods.

In the meantime, Canton residents will

have to grin and bear it. And keep that

snowblower in good working order.

The ‘list’ (checked twice)

Dear Santa,

We know' how busy you are this week.
Filling those last-minute gift requests
(thank goodness for amazon.com and e-
bay, eh) is quite a task. So is all that
wrapping, packing and checking the
reindeer flight schedule. Sheesh, you
think Metro Alrport is tough. Try malk-
ing-a connection via Dancer or Prancer
out of Gate 9 at the North Pole.

So we’ll be brief with our Christmas
wish list. Any or all of the followmg
wduld certainly be welcome sights in
Canton Township next year:

M The first completed homes in Cherry
Hill Village. We know it's supposed to be

a “historic-style” district, we just didn’t
reahze history would be 80 long in the
making;

B Ground breaking for a much needed

»
-

third fire station,

B Speaking of “third,” the begmmngs
of a new high school that everyone (dis-
trict people, township officials and neigh-
boring residents) can live with;

M A resolution on the planned (but dis-
appearing) ice arena at the Canton Soft-
ball Center;

M A real holiday and celebration for
Martin Luther King Day;

B And last but not least, Santa, we
would like some glad tidings for the
entire Canton community. A gift of a
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year
would do quite nicely. It is the least we
can asgk for a kind and caring communi-
ty.

Thanks, Santa.

Your friend,
The Canton Observer

Memo to Lansing: Bad
time for a holiday bonus

Unless the state Legislature acts by
Feb 1, state leglslators and officials will
receive wage increases ranging from 13
t0.36 percent.

The salary increase proposed by the
State Officers Compensation Commis-
sion, a seven-member panel appointed by

the governor, would make Michigan offi- -

cials among the highest paid in the
nation.
Once the SOCC rates are set they take

We believe the salary increases
shouid be immediateiy rejecied
. by the Legislature

y

*

effect unless lawmakers vote by a two-
thirds majority to reject them.

in a time when the auto companies are
either laying off employees or contem-
plating layoffs and the economy seems
drifting toward recession, these are infla-
tionary and unwarranted increases.

Under the proposal the governor’s
satary will go from $151,245 to $172,000
néxt year and to $177,000 in 2002 (mak-
ing Gov. Engler’s retirement package
that much sweeter).

51‘he lieutenant governor’s salary will
go from $100,671 to $120,400 next year
and $123,900 in 2002. Supreme Court
justices salaries will go from $140,816 to

$159,960 next year and $164,610 in 2002,
Legislator’s salaries will go from
$56,981 to $77,400 next year and to
$79,650 in 2002.
Most of us have been lucky to get
increase of 3 or 4 percent in recent years.
Sen. Gary Peters, D-Bloomfield Hills,
says it right, “At a time when state
employees and most workers in general
are receiving adjustments only slightly
above the cost of living, it is uncon-
scionable to award double-digit percent-
age pay increases to elected officials.”
The inereases will nut Michigan inst,
below New York and California in com-
pensation and well ahead of most other
states. For example, legislators in Col-
orado receive $17,500 a year and in New
Jersey (a state with a large urban popu-
lation) legislators receive $35,000 a year.
We believe these salary increases
should be roundly rejected by the Legis-
lature, and we support a proposal by Sen.
Thaddeus MecCotter, R-Livonia, and Rep.
Clark Bisbee, R-Jackson, to make it easi-
er for future legislatures to say no to
these usually automatic increases. Under
current law legislators can only vote to
reject a pay raise. The proposal would

require an affirmative vote on all pay |
raises, making the legislators account- |

able for what they do.
For now, it’s time they stood up and
said, “NO!”

B PCEA was arrogant

I'm writing in response to the guest
opinion on Dec. 14. I would like to say
that if the Boy Scouts were prevented
from meeting after school, other activi-
ties could also be prevented. If we are
to focus on discrimination for one
group, we must take a look at all
groups, to be fair.

Sports, for instance, could be consid-
ered highly d1scr1m1natory, consider-

ing that many,ghildren don’t “make
the team.” aﬁy Rild was born a slow
runner and gowiaiked to be on the soc-
cer team, he W n’t be allowed to

part1c1pate atiBiikchool. If a child born
with a poor siliing voice wasn’t cho-
sen to be in thegchool musical, she
wouldn’t be alléwed to participate in
the practices affer school. If a stu-
dent’s best work only gains him a “C”
average in math and isn’t allowed to
be in the advanced math class, is this
discriminatory? -

The BSA, as an after-school activity,
also has criteria, expectations and
goals, just as any sport, music or
drama activity. I don’t know why a
gay boy would want to attend an activ-
ity such as the BSA, because it stress-
es traditional family values and roles,
contrary to what he might believe.

If I were the parent of a boy scout,
(even if I thought homosexuality was
natural) I wouldn’t want my son sleep-
ing or changing his clothes in a tent,
next to a gay boy who could potent:ally
be attracted to him. In the same way,
I wouldn’t want my daughter sleeping
or changing her clothes in a tent next
to a straight boy who could potentially
be attracted to her.

And no, this is not homophobia, it is
common sense. There is no “fear”
here, just a plain, simple choice.
(Please, don’t discriminate against
me.)

Due to the actions of the PCEA, I
believe they are the ones who have
sent a “confused message” to their cus-
tomers. They tell us to celebrate
diversity, yet what they really want is
conformity. You can only be diverse if
it is on their terms.

Finally, I thmk the real “regal dis-
play of arrogance” was by the PCEA,
not Mr. Watts. As a parent, I belie\}e
the PCEA does not exist for the benefit
of the childven hnt inatead for the
benefit of those who enable it to exist
by the funds jiagy provide.

$ Sheryl Phillips
Plymouth
‘ L]

B Praise for carrier

I don’t often write letters like this,
but I have fo leb you know of a remark-
able Canton Observer carrier, Jill
Mosher. Jill has been a carrier for a
few months now, taking over the
duties from another wonderful carrier.
Not only is my paper on my porch ear-
lier than I expect it to be, Jill is always
bouncy and $miling and gives a cheer-
ful “Hello” When I should happen to
see her.

nks us when we tip
r monthly payment
rkable thing, is that

ursday; December 21, 2000

Goodfellows

Goodfellows’
Alberto . -
Medellin sells
copies of the
annual news-
paper in front
of the Aco
Hardware
earlier this
month.The
Goodfellows
fund-raising
effort contin-
ues with a
quilt raffle.
Tickets are
available for

Canton Pub-
lic Library.
Also, tax-
deductible
donations
may be sent
to canton
Goodfellows,
1150 8. Can-
ton Center,
Canton
48188.

STAYF PHOTO BY TOM HIBBELN

on Sunday mornings she brings our
Detroit News to our porch along with
the Canton Observer! You can imag-
ine how nice that is on these cold
mornings. Both my papers delivered
right to my door with my feet never
having to touch the porch! Such a
seemingly simple act but one that
makes her stand out in this hustle and
bustle world we are in.

Jill could be an example to all and is
certainly a welcome carrier in Glen-
garry Village. We thank her and knew
that you, too, would want to show your
appreciation. She represents the
Observer Newspapers (and her par-
ents!) very well, indeed.

Cindy Bastion
Canton

B Count all votes

It is a sad, sad day for our country.
Our democracy has been given a black
eye. What happened to “... of the peo-
ple, by the people and for the people™?
We have a majority Supreme Court
that is ... of the Republican Party, by
the Republican Party and for the
Republican Party.” Justice has neot
been served. Thousands of people have
been disenfranchised — mostly xmnon-
ties.

As far as I am concerned, what mat-
tered was not s6 much who won the
election, Bush or Gore, but a matter of
doing the right, fair and honest thing.
A fair and honest action would call for
a count of ALL the votes — including
the votes that machines were unable
to decipher due to machine error. I
believe that the intent of the voter
could have been ascertained in a fair
and just way if the manual recount
had been allowed to continue. These
were votes that have NEVER been
counted by the machines.

1 hope all Americans who are as out-
raged as I am will let their feelings be
known, either by writing to their elect-
ed oﬁiclals, or by taking part in
protests against this unfair and dis-
honest action by the majority vote of
the Supreme Court of the United
States. We now have a president who
was NOT “elected by the American
people,” but “appointed” by the majori-

ty of the Supreme Court.
M s(i;"c» C. Rc»l&.y
Westland

H Support Constitution

Voters are likely glad the presiden-
tial election is finally over. The
process has brought much discussion
of our election processes. Over the next
year, there will be much debate over
election reform and especially the idea

'of eliminating the state-by-state elec-

toral process and electing our presi-
dent by national popular vote.

Some people argue that the person
with the most votes nationally should -
win. However, they fail to realize the
wisdom of our courageous founding
fathers and why the electoral process
is indeed justified. Here are some rea-
sons:

M The founding fathers realized

majority rule voting has been the tool .

to progress to dictatorships. Arbitrary
will of the people has allowed past
injustices, such as slavery, not allow-
ing women to vote, and prohibiting
alcohol.

B Just like the senate helps less
populated states have equitable deci-
sion making power in the legislature
we use the electoral process to do the

same in the selection of the most pow-

erful elected office.

M The top 10 populated states con-
trol 50 percent of the electoral votes.
The electoral process helps-give less
populated states more equity by giving
each state two additional votes. Each
state should be given some equitable
power in governance of the nation.

M If popular majority vote ruled, the

candidates would have acted different-

ly. Governor Bush would have spent.
most of his time in Texas to gain as
many votes as possible and Gore
would have spent most of his time in
California.

M A national popular vote would .

encourage some states to change thelr o
_voting rules to increase their influence

in the election. For example, a state
may change the legal voting age from
18 to 17 to get more votes.

M The electoral process is key to the

spirit of the Constitution, 2 document -

expressly written to thwart the excess-

es of majoritarianism, and is critical to-.

help save the liberty of people with
minority views and behaviors.
Please support the wisdom in the

constitution that has made Americaa =

great country and may we move for- -
ward to a more free, responsible, Just
and prosperous country,

Alan R, Coloske

Milford Township -

Share your opinions
We welcome your letters to the
editor. Please include your name,
address and. phone number for
verification. We ask that your letters
be 400 words or less. We may edit
for clarity, space and content.

Mail:

Letters to the Editor
Tedd Schneider
Canton Observer
794 South Main

.Plx'mouth, Ml 48170
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