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There’s a growing sense of anhmpahon
and good boys and girls know that can
mean only one thing - it won't be long
before Santa Claus-will be making his
annual Christmas visit. :

We know many youngsters will make a
personal visit to the Jolly Old Elf with their
gift wish list. But it never hurts to put your
requests in writing. The Canton Observer
is asking that local youngster share their
letters to Santa with us and our readers in
the Dec. 24 edition. Make sure to send along
your school picture o it can appear with
your letter.
Send your letters to
" Letters to Santa
Canton Observer
794 South Main
Plymouth, M1 48170
]y Friday, Dec, 15. That way we'll have
enty of time to forward the letters to the
North Pole before Christmas. Men'y
Christmas!

Dellcious. Chef Kelli Lewton
shares tips for baking
Christmas cookies. Muriel
Wagner has a “Main Dish
Miracle” that’s sure to please
family and friends. Watch
for these stories in Sunday’s
Taste Section
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Canton, Michigan

Season’s greetings

mas wish list to Santa.

'BY TEDD SCHNEIDER
STAFF WRITER
tschneider@oe.homecomm.net

No. 1 Monday evening.

Warm reception for
Santa, despite chill

ts blaring, blurring arrival sent shivers through
the crowd gathered outside Canton’s Fire Station

Not the wind-chill factor, although that did seem to .

Waiting game: Kevin Kramer, 5, of Canton thinks for a moment before whispering his Christ-

cross the mind of some older attendees. No, what
caught the throng’s fancy was Santa’s bright red,
multi-wheeled “sleigh” - complete with ladders, hoses
and high-tech light bar.

But if Mr. Claus is traveling in modern style these
days, he still does some things the old-fashioned way.
Like listening to kids requests, posing for photos and
asking if they’ve been “naughty or nice.”

No doubt it’s those traditional touches that con-
vinced about 250 Canton residents to brave the cold,
windy weather and come out for the township’s annu-
al Christmas tree lighting ceremony, said Canton
Supervisor Tom Yack.

Families attending their first-ever ceremony agreed
heartily.

Amanda and Kaitlyn Whisler knew wheo they were
there to see and had rehearsed just what to ask.

“A real puppy,” Kaitlyn, 3, demurely revealed her
wish to & newspaper reporter.

“A big, stuffed rabbit,” said Amanda, 5.

Which of course left parents Dan and Karen
Whisler of Canton mulling the thought of a trip to the
mall ~ and the pet store — between now and Christ-
mas Eve.

“I left my list at home but it’s got PlayStation (video
games) at the top,” said Ian Smith, 10. “And I'd like a
new bike and some Rollerblades too. But if I can’t get
all that, I'll just settle for the video stuff,” he added,

amending his list so as not to make things too diffi-

Please see SANTA, A3

Star youth choir.

Singing sweetly: Ally Warner from Tonda Ele-
mentary in Canton is a member of the Rising
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©2000 HomeTown Communications Network™

Union

hall

suffers
setback

B The Canton Planning
Commission Monday tabled
a request by UAW Local 845
for a new office near the
Sheldon Road Visteon
Plant.

BY HEATHER NEEDHAM
STAFF WRITER g
hneedham@oe.homecomm.net .

The UAW Local 845’s plans to build
a union office in Canton were sent
back to the drawing board by the Can-
ton Planning Commission Monday.

The union, which represents 1,740
hourly employees at the Sheldon Road
Visteon plant, wants to build a 6,500-
square-foot building on 1.27 acres on
the west side of Sheldon, south of Joy. -

The planning commission voted 7-0
to table the plans so that the bmldlng
could be redesigned to meet the town-
ship’s 50 percent brick requirement.
The UAW had asked for a waiver of .
the brick requirement so that it could
instead be constructed of block. :

“The main reason we want to go with
block is to give it a tough, union look,”
said Joe Rokiscak, construction man-
ager with Icon Development of Livo-
nia, which is doing the constructlon
work.

But commission Chair Vic Gustafson
said block construction would not be

- acceptable.

“We feel hard and fast on colomal
types of buildings,” he said. “We do feel
hard and fast about brick.”

Pam Stasko, architect with Duce
Simmons Associates of Troy, presented
a rendering of the block construction
building to the commission.

“As you can see our design is not
colonial,” Stasko said. “I guess if you
can tell me there’s no way, no how this
(plan) is going to go I will be brief.”

“We could prefer you come back and
work with staff on another building
design,” Gustafson said.

The commission also turned down
the union’s request to-build a masonry
wall to screen the building from neigh-
bors instead of a landscaping berm.

“A wall will allow the site to have

Please see UNION HALL, A2

Court, MADD join for program Infant

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER
tbmscato@oe.homecomm.net

An emotionally-charged program to
teach first-time offenders about the
seriousness of drinking and driving
will become a part of Plymouth’s 35th
District Court probation program next
month.

Mothers Against Drunk Driving is
an active force behind the Victim’s
Impact Panel, which court officials will
require defendants convicted of alco-
hol-related offenses to attend as a con-
dition of probation.

“We’ll put them in our shoes for a
couple of hours ... show them this is
what happened to me because of some-
one who was drinking and driving,”
said Jenny Lozano, administrator of
the Wayne County chapter of M.A.D.D.

Lozano’s 18-year-old son, Alex Stew-
art, died in an accident on 1-94 when a
drunk driver, traveling more than 70
mph, rear-ended the car Stewart was
driving on a cold, blustery day in
December 1988. She now volunteers
as a V.L.P. speaker to tell her story,
and teach the effects of combining alco-
hol with driving.

“Hopefully we’ll get them to think

about what they did, that they made a
bad judgment eall,” said Lozano. “We
want to get to them before they end up
killing someone else, or even them-
selves.”

Judge Ron Lowe said the V.I.P. pro-
gram will be part of the probation
department’s sentence when an offend-
er is convicted of, or pleads guilty to,
drinking and driving charges.

“It’s a highly effective tool to reach
offenders on the emotional level,” said
Lowe. “Most of the offenders we have
here are lucky to not have caused an

Please see COURT, Ab

BY TEDD SCHNEIDER
STAFF WRITER
tschneider@oe.homecomm.net

Many people know that Canton
Township is 166 years old. Some
may also know the median age of
Canton residents is 30 (based on
1990 census figures).

But ask anyone if they know the
“health age” of the typical Canton
resident — or the community — and
you'll likely be greeted with a blank
stare.

That’s something a group of local
residents, along with township offi-
cials and the staff at Saint Joseph

Just asking
Survey aims to find ‘health age’

B Canton residents can
answer and return their
questionnaire through Dec.
31.

Mercy Health System, hope to
change this month as the coalition
distributes its first-ever “Health Age
Questionnaire” to Canton residents.
“We have a pretty good communi-
ty, but if we can do anything to
improve the overall health that

makes sense,” said Phil LadJoy, town-
ship trustee and a member of the
Canton Community Health Advisory
Council, which has put together the
survey.

The nine-question, fold-out pam-
phlet was mailed out this week to
every Canton household as part of
the monthly Focus newsletter. Addi-
tional copies will be dropped at the
St. Joseph Mercy Canton Health
Building and public buildings
throughout the civic center, includ-
ing the Summit and Canton Public

Please see HEALTH, A5

death

leaves
questions

BY HEATHER NEEDHAM
STAFF WRITER
hneedham@oe.homeconnn.net

Canton Police are continuing to
investigate the death of a 2-month-old
Detroit boy, apparently from Sudden
Infant Death Syndrome, in his moth-
er’s vehicle last week.

Canton Police Sgt. Charles Raycraft
said investigators are questioning the
mother’s claim that his infant seat
tipped over and believe the baby may
have been dead for as long as a couple
nf honve

The boy’s mother stopped at Pizza
Hut, 44495 Ford at 1:50 p.m. Friday,
Dec. 1, to report that her son, Steve
Wilson Jr., was not breathing. She car-
ried him into the restaurant and called
911, Canton Fire Department
paramedics responded to the scene,
attempted to revive the boy and trans-
ported him to Annapolis Hospital in
Wayne, where he was officially pro-
nounced dead. ’ '

Raycraft said investigators are still
trying to sort out conflicting stories
concerning the baby’s carrier-style car
seat, which had tipped over and
become wedged between seats, accord-

Please sec DEATH, A3
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Union hall from page Al

more parking spaces than a
berm. A wall will provide better
security than a berm. A wall is
more likely to be maintained as
ani effective screen than a berm,”
Stasko wrote in a letter to Can-
ton’s planning services depart-
ment.
‘Commissioner Melissa
McLaughlin said a landscaped
" berm would give the property a
softer look than a wall.
~Following the commission’s
decision, union members
expressed their disappointment.

“Who are they to tell us how
the building should lock,” said
Jack Vernier, finance secretary
with the union local. “That was
a decent, clean plan.”

Stasko only said, “We’re going
to do a new exterior design.”

This is the union’s second
attempt to build in Canton.
They were unable to get rezon-
ing on a parcel on Canton Cen-
ter south of Joy two years ago. A
2,800-square-foot UAW building
is located on the southeast cor-
ner of Joy and Canton Center.

Local 845 President Roger
Caldwell said the union plans to
use the new building for commit-
tee meetings. Committees for
retirees, women and a communi-
ty service committee are among
the union local’s active commit-
tees. »

“We've just outgrown our facil-
ities,” Caldwell said, adding that
union  membership  has
decreased. “Our local union has
just gotten more active.”

Red Cross hopes to blanket the area

“The Southeastern Michigan
Chapter of the American Red
Cross is in the midst of its 2000
Blanket Days for the Homeless
winter campaign at local collec-
tion sites. The event is done to
méeet the urgent need for blan-
kets at tri-county area shelters.

Eukanuba®:

fam n
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Come help us celebrate our first
Christmas at our new location...

| 1249 Ann Arbor Road ¢ (734) 453- 6930

(Between Main Street and Sheldon Road)

Together with World Medical
Relief and sponsors WKBD UPN

50, Weingartz and the DeRoy .

Testamentary Foundation, the
American Red Cross champions
Southeastern Michigan resi-
dents to join the campaign and
donate new blankets to keep the

TAKE YOUR SEATS

Jimmies brings you stylish, comfortable
seating at the height that’s right for you.
Choose bar or counter height stools.

| Sunday, Dec 10th -5

10* OF

for FREE

VR ADY
lldm 16

..

Any- pictured stool
*119.00

Also many other styles to choose from.

ALL- reg-priced Merchandise

homeless warm this holiday sea-
son.

Last year, Blanket Days col-
lected 6,745 blankets and dis-
tributed them to more than 70
shelters.

distribute 7,000 blankets to area
shel‘tersi

‘W. 6 MILE RD. -
SRAND RIVER

" L1015873

This year’s goal is to

Search after OUIL arrest
yields drug paraphernalia

A man of undisclosed age and
residency was arrested for pos-

session .of narcotics and operat-
ing under the influence of liquor,
second offense Saturday, Dec. 2,
in the parking lot of the Willow
Acres Motel, 40139 Michigan
Avenue,

A police report stated that an
officer performed a traffic stop
after noticing the driver swerv-
ing and passing vehicles without
using a signal. After stopping
the man in the parking lot, he

reportedly attempted to walk

away, prompting the officer to
order him to stop. The man then
began walking toward the offi-
cer, holding several items in his
hands. He dropped two of the
items but held onto a cigarette
pack.

The officer asked whether the
cigarette pack contained mari-
juana. The man said it con-
tained crack cocaine that he had
just purchased in Ypsilanti. A
search of the man’s vehicle
yielded two more crack cocaine
rocks, a crack pipe and a Chore
Boy scrubber, which is common-
1y used during crack smoking.

While talking to the man, the
officer reportedly noticed he
smelled of intoxicants and per-
formed sobriety tests and a
breath test. The breath test
showed a .12 blood/ aleohol level.

A check of the man’s criminal
record showed a probation viola-
tion case out of Huron Township
and a prior driving while
impaired conviction. His license
plate was confiscated and
destroyed.

Trees taken |

Two fir trees with an estimat-
ed $600 value were reportedly
cut down from the entrance area

COP CALLS

of Independence Park, located at
Denton and Proctor, sometime
before Friday, Dec. 1. Police
have no suspects.

Minor in consumption

An underage drinker of undis-
closed age and residency was
cited for being a minor in con-
sumption of alcohol Friday, Dec.
1 at Sneaky’s, 8663 Lilley. A
police report stated that a police
officer recognized the girl as a
high school student and ques-
tioned her after seeing her
drinking a beer. She told the
officer that she had used a fake
ID to get into the club but had
lost it in the rest room. The ID
was never recovered. A breath
test showed the girl had a .02
blood aleohol level, putting her
in violation of Michigan’s zero
tolerance law, which forbids
minors from having any alcohol
in their systems.

Guns stolen

A variety of guns and ammu-
nition were reportedly taken
from a residence in the 51000
block of Mott sometime before
Friday, Dec. 1. Items reportedly
taken from the residence includ-
ed four handguns valued at
$2,000, a $300 shotgun, a $1,200
Colt .45, a $600 shotgun, $150
worth of assorted rounds, a $100
video game system and a $150
gun safe. Approximately $300 in
damage was caused to the back

door, which was reportedly pried

open.

Domestic assault
A 40-year-old Canton man

_order and walked back into his

was arrested for domestic vio-
lence-related felonious assault
Sunday, Dec. 3, in the 500 block
of Willard. The man’s wife, a 38-
year-old Canton woman, told
police he had held a knife to her
throat and punched her several
times. She said they had been
arguing over his accusing her of
having an affair. A police report
stated that the woman had sev-
eral red marks on her face and
neck.

Vandalism

A mailbox valued at $25 was
reportedly knocked off its post at
a residence in the 6100 block of
Meadowview sometime before
Sunday, Dec. 3. The homeowner
told police that a similar inci-
dent had happened to a neigh- 7§
bor. L

Court officer assaulted

"A 385th District Court officer
was reportedly assaulted by a
43-year-old Canton man to
whom he was presenting a court
order at 5:55 p.m. Friday, Dec.

1.

A police report stated that the
court officer was visiting the
man’s Canton business to pre-
sent an order to seize property -
when the man tore up the court

office. The court officer then
reportedly moved behind a dis-
play case to attempt to keep an .
eye on the man when he was ~
grabbed from behind and -
choked. He put the man into a
headlock until he calmed down.
The man was arrested for
assault and battery.

Police seek assailant in melee

Canton Police are still unsure
of the whereabouts of a 20-year-
old man who attacked a fellow
Szechuan Restaurant employee
with a knife Saturday, Dec. 2.

" The incident occurred follow-
ing an argument between the
assailant, who is a Canton resi-
dent, and two other restaurant

empleyees. He had worked at
the .restaurant about twe
months. The restaurant is locat-
ed.at 45188 Ford.

A police report stated that the
victim, a 22-year-old Canton
man, thought he was going to be
killed. He was cut by the
assailant man on his right hand

with a large knife. The wound -
required surgery.

He was taken to Oakwood
Hospital in Canton, then frans- -
ferred to Oakwood Hospital in =~
Dearborn-and has since been -
released..
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Death from p;zge Al |

ing to the mother.

“We don’t believe that’s what
really occurred,” he said. “It’s
possible the baby had been
dead for longer than the moth-
er indicated.”

Raycraft said that an emer-
gency room doctor at Annapo-
lis Hospital in' Wayne, where
the baby was first taken, said
the baby could have been dead
for as long as a couple of
hours.

“The ER doctor felt that the
mother’s story probably wasn’t
feasible,” he said.

Finding out what happened
before the mother, her infant
son, her 2-year-old son and a
40-year-old female companion
stopped at Pizza Hut is the
focus on the investigation.

“We’re looking at where they
were and what happened prior
to the incident,” Raycraft said.
“We want to find out when the
baby was last checked.”

He declined to comment
specifically about what
charges, if any, could be filed
against the mother.

“There is a possibility that a
warrant will be sent to the
(Wayne County) Prosecutor’s
Office,” Raycraft said.

The woman Wwas jailed
overnight pending the outcome

- of the autopsy, performed Sat-
urday, Dec. 2, at the Wayne
County Medical Examiner’s
office. The autopsy showed
that SIDS was the cause of
death and she was released.
Repeated telephone calls seek-
ing comment were not
returned.

The mother’s 40-year-old
friend, also a Detroit woman,
is being held on unrelated war-
rants.

Canton Fire Chief Mike

Rorabacher said when emer-
gency workers responded to
the scene, they found that the
boy was still warm and
attempted to revive him.

“There are certain criteria
‘we go by before we declare a
death on the scene,” Rorabach-
er said. Among those criteria
are rigor mortis, or stiffness;
massive bodily trauma and
burns beyond recognition.

Apart from rendering emer-
gency aid to patients,
paramedics must also deal
with family members, many of
whom become upset and
develop life-threatening prob-
lems of their own, such as
chest pains. In these cases,
Rorabacher said paramedics
try to inform them about
what’s going on as calmly as
they can.

“We try to let family mem-
bers know where we'’re going
to transport the patient,” he
said. “We always keep an eye
on the family.”

SIDS, or crib death, is the
unexplained sudden death of
an infant under 1 year old,
according to
parenthoodweb.com, a Web
site explaining the condition.
SIDS is only ruled as a cause
of death after all other possi-
bilities have been ruled out.

Cigarette smoking during
pregnancy, maternal age of
less than 20 years, poor prena-
tal care, low weight gain, ane-
mia, illegal drug use, sexually
transmitted disease history
and urinary tract infections
are among the risk factors for
SIDS, which is a major cause
of death among infants
blegween 1 month and a year
old.

Area man cited with award

Alan Stuart, founder and pres-
ident of Stuart Communications
Group, Plymouth, received the
Public Relations Society of
America-Detroit Chapter’s
Robert Hefty Award for distin-
guished service.

The annual award honors
members for exceptional service
and leadership during an
extended period of time.

In his distinguished career,
Stuart served in public relations
positions for Studebaker-
Packard, Cadillac, American
Seating, Ross Roy, and the State
of Michigan. He has been an
active member of PRSA-Detroit
for 41 years, and has served as
president of the organization’s
Senior Council since 1944.

Did you know?

B Tuesday, Dec. 12, is Bonza
Bottler Day? The celebration
occurs when the date and month
share the same numerical desig-
nation.

M Roald Amundsen discovered
the South Pole on Dec. 14, 19117

H Researchers have found that
celery contains an oil that swift-
ly lowers blood pressure?

‘M Clans of long ago that want-
ed to get rid of their unwanted
people without killing them used
to burn their houses down -
hence the expression “to get
fired.”

B A duck’s quack will not
echo?

B Americans exchange about
2.6 billion Christmas cards per
year?

Web Watch

Check out these Web sites:
B www.narnia.com

B www.museumspot.com
B www .europe.cnn.com

B www.classiccar.com

W www.firstgov.gov

Autobiographies for kids
Here are some life stories to
1nsp1re young readers.

e /.u_y vﬂv‘:owws Ly uy Pavid A

Adler

W As the Waltz Was Ending by
Emma Macalik Butterworth

B Flying to the Moon and Other
Strange Places by Michael
Collins

B Fine Lines by Ruth Heller

B My Hiroshima by June Mori-
moto

W Charlie Brown, Snoopy and
Me by Charles M. Schulz

Q&A

Q: Why do men button from
the right and women from the
left?

A: Men usually dressed them-
gelves, and because most men
are right-handed, buttoning from
the right made sense. Women
were more often dressed by

maids, and maids found it easier
to work from their right, the
wearer’s left.

Source: The Book of Answers
by Barbara Berliner

Library construction update
The library will close at 5 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 7, and remain
cloged on Friday, Dec. 8, in order
to move the adult nonfiction
book collection to the new East
End addition. Normal business
hours resume on Saturday, Dec.
9. For information visit the pro-
posed floor plan and our photo
album of the expansion at our
Web site: www. cantonpl. org

Staff favorites
. Here are some staff selections
for favorite books on audio tape:

B Catherine, Called Birdie by
Karen Cushman

B The Hundred Secret Senses
by Amy Tan

B The Poisonwood Bible by
Barbara Kingsolver

B A Tree Grows in Brooklyn by
Betty Smith

W Fortune’s Rocks by Anita
Shreve

Autobiographies for teens
More life stories, for a slightly
older crowd:
B Things Change by Troy Aik-
man

B Oksana: My own Story by_

Oksana Baiul

B Boy: Tales of Childhood by
Roald Dahl

B Hau Kola = Hello Friend by

"Paul Goble

W From the Hills of Georgia by
Mattie Lou O’'Kelly

Hot topic of the week

B The Beatles! This October
saw the release of The Beatles
Anthology — a joint praject by the
surviving Beatles to tell the
story of both the band and the
individual members. The Canton
Public Library has a special mul-
timedia collection on its Web
page spotlighting books, videos,

CDs and Web sites of the “Fab

Four.”

@ the Canton Library is com-
piled by Laura Dorogi of the
library staff. The library is at
1200 8. Canton Center. For more
information about library pro-
grams and services, call 397-
0999.

Noteworthy: The Rising Star Singers — featuring children 8-1 6 under the dzrectwn of Norma Atwood -

performed traditional Christmas carols and other holiday selections.

santa from page Al
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cult for Santa.

‘Other first-timers said the
variety of activities on the short
program proved just as attrac-
tive as a visit with you-know-
who. “We just thought we’d
bring the kids and have some
fun,” said Allen Janice. The Jan-

table of non-alcoholic party
drinks and recipe books from
AAA Michigan.

The Rising Star youth choir
sang three, quick carols before
Yack and a young assistant
culled from the crowd pulled the
switch, lighting Canton’s Christ-

ice family — including mom Deb- mas tree.
bie, daughter Chelsea, 4, and Canton recreation supervisor
16-month-old son, Nathan — Bob Dates served as Santa’s
were staying warm inside the emissary and emcee for the
truck bays before Santa’s activities.
arrival. Face painting, a couple
of clowns and registration for
the annual Teddy Bear give-
away kept the crowd busy.

A new twist this year was a

qn% _

a beautiful selectlon of gowns and cocktail dresses ,,
for Misses, Petites, Clairewood and Ms. J. R

*Savings off original prices of selected styles. ‘No ad;ustments made on prtor purohases

J aCO | ()

HOLIDAY HOURS: Bmmngham * (248) 644-6900 ‘Livonia ¢ (734) 591-7698
MON-SAT 10-9 « SUN 11-7 | Rochester ¢ (248) 651-6000

jacobsons.com

Clowning:

Greg

Kowalski,f

Canton

. firefi ghterf ;
and mem-

ber of the .

clown
brigade,

talks. with

Ryan

Heather- -

wéck, 4.

Social Occasion Clearance
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anvassers reverse WCCC race

BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER .
delem@oe.homhecomm.net

"In a bizarre twist from the
Nov. 7 election, Michael Reddy’s
earlier victory as Wayne County
Community College trustee has

"been rescinded and opponent

Elizabeth Potter declared the

winner. i
-County election - officials

announced the wrong winner

after assigning erroneous vote
totals to Potter and Reddy,

PLYMOUTH NURSERY'S

Bring In The Whole Family. Visii Our “Chrisimas in the Country’

whose names had been inadver-
tently flip-flopped before tallies

were marked down.

< The 9th District candidates,
both of Westland, should have
been listed alphabetically when
the county reported vote totals.
But, post-election canvassing
board workers detected that the
names had been transposed.

Potter, a retired Wayne-West-
land schoolteacher, learned of
her belated victory Thursday
during a telephone call from the
Observer. She hadn’t yet been
notified by the county.

“That’s absolutely incredible,”
she said. “That’s just really
amazing.” .

"The official election results,
confirmed Thursday by Wayne
County Elections Director Can-
dace Jenkins, showed Potter
with 22,830 votes and Reddy

Reddy, who campaigned as an
appointed incumbent, learned of
his official loss only Wednesday
— 23 days after the election.

College officials notified him

_after receiving certified tallies

naming Potter the winner.

“It’s disappointing,” said
Reddy, a former Westland fire
chief.

He said he had been eager to
help the college continue to
improve, in the wake of progress
already made at locations
including the western Wayne
County campus in Van Buren
Township.

“But I'm sure that Ms. Potter
will do a good job,” Reddy said.

Canton residents living in the
Wayne-Westland school district
are included in the Wayne Coun-
ty Community College District.

Reddy and Potter ran quiet

An historic yygek;eij‘q

with 16,953. races even though they differed
Potter garnered 57.4 percent on a 1.5-mill college tax propos-

of votes compared to Reddy’s al.

42.6 percent.

¢ Pictures with Santa 11am-3pm

¢ Hayrides

¢ Campfire 2 .QQ )
. @ Cider and donuts el

FREE-SATURDAY AND SUNDAY + Come see our farm animals!

Santa Says..
Give her Diamonds

! , , _ This Holiday, show how much you care with
¥4 » Balsam Fir e Concolor Fir e White Pine  § |3 e . .
golect” a gift of diamond jewelry. We only feature
~LIFE-LIKE TREES 25-50% OFF the finest quality diamonds at the best value.

i valuable coupon

il 8
l: $5.00 OFF
il t Any Fresh Cut Tree
(! § 6 Jt. or larger
Bi B Limit one coupon per customer ‘
g Dot valid with any other offer
coupon expires 12/25/00
-

Premium Quality!

FRESH CUT TREES

STAFF PHOTO BY TOM HIBBELN
Bake sale: New trustee of the Canton Historical
Society, Florence Bordine, sets out trays of cookies
at the museum’s annual bake sale and holiday
Open House on Saturday.

mitim Quality!
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S Wreaths, Centerpieces, Swags,
S Bunches, Branches, Boughs

17

REG. $10.99 #6139-014

+ Green & Variegated Holly, Incense Cedar, Same Wreath With Red Bow Diamiond &) b
Port Orford Cedar, Juniper, Boxwood Now $ 1 .99 The three-stone earrings. Classic i4
g ¢ Preserved with Wilt-pruf for long-lasting ‘ Diamond AITIDES.
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We can custom decorate anything! P . uitra fancy
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if you live in a small home, lead a busy At PARKWAY VETERINARY CLINIC, we |
lifestyle, and want a good watchdog, the  provide comprehensive medical care for
Lhasa Apso is a great canine choice.  pets. Bring your pet here for routine check-

B Huge selection of trees, |17
wreaths and toppers N}

¢ New and improved
- Massive amounts ¢f

Diamond

A Diamond heart pendants. .

144 Lights . ,
anniversary ring.

“raglant fibers REG. $23.99 #6831-03 The ul e gif What better Diamond gnownﬂ for itst:trela-ight, d:nse coat hatnc:l gark ups, preventative t heiltlscaée, X atnd
; : : The ultimate gift. : rown eyes, the Lhasa Apsc weights about  emergency treatment with Dr. Kirchgatter,
: 3};’%%‘35{.?,”3;";}2 288 Lights ’ i ;VI?)Y ;o ;?]Y pendants, Simple 13 pounds and stands 10 to 11 inches high  Dr. Bares, or one of our other veterinarians.

36", 42", 60" { REG, $37.99 #6831-432) ve you. elegance for at the shoulder (females are slighty  Our perscnalized service and family .
" oacouvite, i il ™ . g everyday weazr. shorter). White, black, or goiden-brown, its  atmosphere is your assurance of complete
HOME & GARDE PLYMOUTH v - beard and ear tips are usuelly darker, and  satistaction. Visit either of our two locations
HE3WPLACE NURSERY > Family Owned & Operated Since 1944 - its tail curls over the back. The breed is  at 41395 Wilcox Rd. in Plymouth, tel, 734-
N Christmas in the Country” Pally : SERKY, @ « Al Major Credit energetic and wilful, but behaves wel when 4532577, or 5750 Lilley Rd. in Canton, tel,
34-4 5 3 5500 R _ hiae: 4= : Cards Accepted properly trained. Lhasa Apsos love routines  734-881-4400, open six days a week. Please

D EEDD "I « Extended and are affectionate but undemanding.  reserve for holiday hoarding now!

They bark at strangers and do best with
« FREE Lay-a-Way adults. Owners willing to train an groom . /
their Lhasa Apso will be rewarded with a  dysplasia, a kidney problem that leads to

« Open Sundays
: : i i : excessive drinking and urination.
509 Ann Arbor Trail (between Lilley & Main), Plymouth s 455-3030 oompanionabie, beauil et roessie erinfing enc et —

Christmas Hours

:'9900-Ann-Atbor Rd:/Plymouth Rd, -
V7 Miles'West .of 1275
F10 /2 -Miles-South of M-14
Corner. of Gotfredson Rd.

Donald E. Bush - Graduate Gemologist

L 1015008

HOLIDAY HO % P.S. Lhasa Aposos are prone to renal -
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Offers Expire 12/13/00

Full Line Bakery, Grocery, Deli, Catering, -
Pasta, Meats, Salads, Liguor & Lolte g
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= 115 Haggerty ““‘ Good Dec. 1-23, 2000

LSBTl Comer of Cherry Hi aggerty IRERE EeRs . ‘ Al . |
= (o P || e, fe o Work Sock |
, | Special

Choose From Bulk

HOURS: M-T 7am - 9pm; F & SAT 7am - 18pm; SUN 8am - Spm . Open Christmas Eve. 7a.m. - 6p.m. Closed Christmas
‘Maria's Has The Best Quality For The Lowest Prices I

“Catering” Hot Dinner Combinations

* A choice of tossed garden salad, Greek,
antipasto salad, potato salad, macaroni salad,
or cole slaw, :

* A choice of luscious lasagna with tomato sauce,
Maria's special spaghetti, mostaciolli, cheese
manicotti, or cheese jumbo shells all
smothered in our rich home made meat sauce
or vegetarian,

" Maria’s of Canton I;n~Sto‘re Specia'ls’
ORDER.EARLY FOR.CH

. VS :
‘Now Taking Orders for Bread,

Cookie Trays, Deli Trays,
Pastry and Holiday Hams

Maria’s of Canton In-Store Specials

2 LARGE
DEEP DISH

We Cater To All Parties Office or Home _

20 Person Minimum ¢ Prices Begin At $7.99 Per Person.
Custom orders Available upon Request. Set-Up and Delivery Available.

J.750 m|

» Vegetables * Dinner rolls or bread

¢ Choice of one:
Italian style Baked Chicken,
Fresh BBQ Ribs » Spiral Cut Ham
Hearty Italian meatballs in a rich Italian
sauce ¢ Ifalian sausage smothered in a bed of
sauteed peppers & onions ¢ Breaded
Chicken ¢ Chicken Parmesan

all of us at
Maria's wish you
a safe & happy
- _holiday! -

Maria’s of Canton In-Store Specials

"TOSTI CHAMPAGNE §

TTe Supphies Tast 3
Custom Made To Order

GIFT BASKETS

Gift Certificates Available

Maria’s of Canton In-Store Specials

All 8”
FRUIT &
PUMPKIN
PIES

FRUIT PIES 2 0
AVAILABLE:
» PECAN
« CHERRY + APPLE
" 19

* DUTCH APPLE

€

regular‘ price
Expires 12-23-00

Prior Sales Not Included « Not Valid With Other Discounts
Canton Store Only * Major Credit Cards Accepted

MEN'S RED WING , , WOMEN'S RED WING ,
SHOES & BOOTS | |

42517 Ford Road « Canton

Just West of Lilley Road
In the Canton Corners Shopping Center

734-844-8857

Open Mon.- Fri. 10-8; Sat. 10-5; Sun. noon-4

Packages of:

+ WOOLS

+ BLENDS
+ COTTON
+ ACRYLICS

Buy 9 Pairs, Get

3 Pairs FREE! |
(of the same sock) :

N\

SHOES & BOOTS ||

reqgular price
Expires 12-23-00

T WEET RERRR

_' F ™y
" e G
a0 4
Ford Road | *
kel
L

Sheldon Road
Morton Taylor
Lilley Roat
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Court ;.. .

accident. However, we want to
give a lasting impression at what
can happen with drunk driving,

“Do you really want to be in
those shoes? Do you really want
to cause this much pain after wip-
ing out an entire family?” asked
Lowe. :

Alan Ingrody, the chief adult
probation officer for 35th District
Court, said the program will be
for all first-time offenders, and
possibly second-time offenders if
they haven’t been through the
V.LP. program.

“When I talk to someone who
has been charged with drunk
driving, I ask them if they are
married and have children,” said
Ingrody. “When they answer
‘ves,” I agsk how they would feel if
they got a eall at work notifying
them a son or daughter had been
killed by a drunk driver. When
they answer ‘devastated,’ I ask
them why they put all of us in
jeopardy. : :

“They wouldn’t want to have i
happen to their family, but

they’re putting all of us in that ~

position,” added Ingrody. “They
stop and think ... and that’s what
I really want them to do. Hope-
fully that will make them use bet-
ter judgment the next time
they’re at a party.”

Lozano said many of the dis- °

trict courts, include Wayne-West-
land, are using the M.A.D.D. pro-
gram, .

“This is just a piece of the
entire puzzle in the sentencing
process,” said Lozano. “Many
offenders have families and jobs,
and usually don’t get intoe trouble.
We’re hoping they will learn
before it’s too late.”

The first V.L.P. session for 35th
District Court will be held Jan.
11. Lozano said she’ll show a
videotape of her nephew, who sur-
vived the accident that killed her
son. Shell also show graphic pho-
tographs of Alex’s fatal accident.

“With the adults, I usually
don’t hold too much back,” said
Lozano. “They need to see the
real effects of what happens to
people’s lives.”

The Victim’s Impact Panel will
be conducted at 35th District
Court on the second Thursday of
each month. Information about
the program can be obiained by
calling (734) 459-4740.

2000's of Wealkly Bargains!

Madeline's Dofihouss
Magic Sets
Telescopas + Microscopes!

Eads 12/10/00, ln-Stock tems only—reeoris Tealng

Lacniwrmive ma

Wwrneye ¥ E‘Méfe gsl‘lﬂ'

SYSTEM INCLUDES: « 17" COLOR MONITOR
*VIDEQ CARD 8 MB AGP
+ 52X CDROM DRIVE
+15.3 Gig HARD DRIVE
+64 Meg MEMORY
* Floppy/Keyboard/Mouse
* Sound Card & Speakers
*WINDOWS 98

« 3YEARWARRANTY
BUILT TO
CELERON-S65....... $805
CELERON-T0D. ... 8635
WEEKLY SPECIALS it L
DWRTER | PATUHITE....
PENTIUAI 866,
Sy ORY DIMMS | PENTIUMHIISS3....
PENTIUHI 1000... $1300

Mo 13973 MIDDLEBELT, LIVONIA
(734) 427.0102
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Health from page Al

Library. .
Residents are asked to fill i
the survey and return by Dec. 31
in the self-addressed, stamped

envelope provided.

The survey asks questions
regarding eating habits, exer-
cise, smoking, alcohol use and
sleep. The results will be ana-
lyzed by computer and returned
to individual residents, giving
them a “health age.” For exam-
ple, a 40-year-old who doesn’t
smoke and has other healthy
habits might be assigned a
“health age” of 30. A smoker of
the same age who doesn’t exer-
cise and doesn’t get much sleep

might have a “health age” of 50.

“The information will be kept
confidential and won’t be used
for marketing or sold to any
agency,” said Sally Bailey, St.
Joseph Mercy Canton site
administrator. Instead of writ-
ing a Social Security Number in
the spaces provided, residents
taking the survey should fill in
the four-digit number “9282,”
Bailey said.

The cumulative results will
help the hospital and township
offer future health-related ser-
vices and develop programs for
local residents, according to
Ladoy.

“People can look at this as a
chance to make a little bit of dif-
ference in the community. The
end result might help you, your
neighbor or someone down the
road,” he said.

Canton has been recognized

for having top-notch services in
public safety, recreation and
other areas, LaJoy said. “We
want the same kKind of recogni-
tion for the health care that is
offered here,” LadJoy said.

The Health Advisory Commit-
tee, which works in conjunction
with St. Joseph Mercy Canton,
meets quarterly to determine
health needs in the community.

Its outreach efforts have includ<
ed Project Healthy Living (for
merly Health-O-Rama) and &
Liberty Fest demonstration:
team promoting bicycle, skates
board and inline skating safety.

Ladoy said the committe
began looking at ways to. mea
sure the health of the communi-,
ty several years ago. A town=
ship-wide survey has been in the:

‘planning stages since early this}l};

year.
A hotline has been set up to;
handle questions regarding thé; -
“Health Age” survey. €Call (734):
398-8620. :

your
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Sa le 59:- 99 5 ct tw

diamond bracelet set in 18k sterling
or platinum over sterling silver,
Reg. 200.00. w accessoniss.

)

0 / 0 Off Selscted
sweaters for men and women.

Men's Woods & Gray cotton/ramie
‘sweaters, reg. 65.00, sale 32.50.

A great selection of ladies’ sweaters,
reg. 34.00-54.00, sale 17.00-27.00.

IN LADIES' SPORTSWEAR AND MEN'S.

00/ o Oﬁ Leather coats.

Selected ladies’ leather coats,

reg. 325.00-435.00, sale 195,00-
- 261.08. Men’s leather bomber,

reg. 325.00, sale 195.00,

iN LADIES® COATS, AND MEN'S.

500/ 0 Oﬁ A large selsction

of ladies’ boots from Enzo, Nine West,
White Mountain, ipanema, Esprit,
Candie’s, Unisa, relativity, Easy Spirit
and Sesto Meucci. Reg. 68.00-225.00,
sale 34.00-112.50. nwomens sHoes.

come in early! O[)

holiday store hours:
friday, december 8 — 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.
saturday, december 9 — 7:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.
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MAY VARY BY STORE.

| 0 f A great
assoriment of leather handbags from
Nine West, Rolf’s, Tignanello and

Parisian Signature. Reg. 59.00-175.00, Re
sale 35.40-105.00. waccessories. stvies

ey
sale 19.99 ...
choice ladies’ relativity loose fit jeans,
reg. 36.00; men’s CXS-21 five pocket
jeans, reg. 34.00. Boys’ or girls’ five
pocket jeans from Duck Head, PK INGIFTS.
Clothing Co. and Parisian Kids,

reg. 26.00-34.00, sale 14.99.

IN LADIES’ SPORTSWEAR, MEN'S AND CHILDREN'S.

e l eCtrO n I c glft ca rd I’s the easiest way to give the perfect giftt Available at Customer Service from 5.00 and up

' pa ”Slan » com Visit online to see mare of what's on sale al Parisian.

you're somebody special POAOR0|00|0AON

en at 7:00 a.m.

ecial days~
e

e i//usiraobn

0 p,

@'rf-kyg‘oo, n O?SI!.
5,
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CiRop,
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Teus 7 Carps
)

sale 17.99 cw

men’s dress and sport shirts from s
Hathaway and Preswick & Moore. '
g. 42.00-45.00. wmevs.

600/ 0 Off Selected

holiday trim-a-home, including
ornaments, candles and more,
Reg. 4.00-150.00, sale 1.606-60.00.

B

o

Only
N0} e
L
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CALL 800-424-8185 TO ORDER ANYTIM

LOCATED AT LAUREL PARK P!

E. STORE HOURS: Laurel Park Place open Sun. 11-7, Mon.-Wed. 9-10, Thurs. 9-11, Fri. 9-10, Sat, 8-10. FOR INFORMATION: call 953-7500.
CHARGE IT: Parisian Credit Card, MasterCard, Visa, the American Express® Card or Discover®.
LACE IN LIVONIA, CORNER OF NEWBURGH ROAD AND SIX MILE ROAD (TAKE THE S1X MILE ROAD EXIT OFF INTERSTATE 275).
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Toy co-sponsors bills to help seniors on drugs bed rails

BY RICHARD PEARL
STAFF WRITER
rpearl@oe.homecomm.net

State Rep. Laura M. Toy, R-

Livonia, has co-sponsored legis-
lation in Lansing aimed at eas-
ing a couple of concerns of senior

(Excludes Sweaters)
Items already 50% off not included. For a store near you visit www.dressbarn.com or call 800-639—6064 Sale ends 12/12/00. 728

citizens and their families.

House Bill 5869 would give
more seniors access to prescrip-
tion drugs, while HB 6094 would

safeguard nursing-home resi-
dents by providing the option of

using safety rails on their beds,

according to Toy’s office.

Both bills await consideration
by the state Senate. Final legis-
lation would go to Gov. John
Engler for his signature, possibly
by year’s end.

HB 5869 will, if passed, create

Our Entire Stock of |

“Lower prietf’ S0% off”

Bring In This Coupon & Take An Extra

DRESS BARN

Misses & Woman Sizes 4-24

Not vatid on suits or 50% off items, previous purchases & layaways, gift
certificates or catalog and internet erders, Cannot be combined with any
- other offer or coupon. One coupon per customer pér visit. Exp, £2/17/00.

Y
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the Elder Prescription Insurance
Program (EPIC), which would
replace the current Michigan
Emergency Pharmaceutical Pro-
gram for Senior (MEPPS).

“Nearly 80 percent of senior
citizens use prescription drugs
on a regular basis, but at least
one-third have no prescription
drug coverage,” said Toy.

“Affordable access to prescrip-
tion drugs is a life necessity for
many elderly people, and we're
doing what we can to see that
it’s possible.”

Under MEPPS, seniors age 65
or older whose household income
is at least 150 percent of the fed-
eral poverty level and who spend
5 percent of that income annual-
ly for prescription drugs can
qualify for a state refund each
year, explained Emily Gerkin, a
legislative assistant to Toy. But
they must file for the refund in
June and prove eligibility,
Gerkin added. ’

Under EPIC, she said, the cov-

erage would be expanded to
those at up to 200 percent of the
poverty level, so “we’re not losing
any people.”

In addition, “it would cover the
cost as you go along, instead of
each year having to file and get-
ting money back,” Gerkin added.

However, qualifying seniors
cannot be covered by Medicaid or
have any insurance that pro-
vides prescription drug coverage.

Funding for EPIC was
approved last year, but legisla-
tion to utilize it “got pushed
aside,” said Gerkin.

Toy spoke with homes in her
district before signing onto the
bill regarding bedrails.

Some nursing homes, respond-
ing to a spate of publicity about
bedrail injuries to residents, had
prohibited their use on hospital-
style beds.

HB 6094, sponscred by Rep.
Wayne Kuipers, R-Holland,
would give home residents or
their families the option of hav-

1ng the safety rails installed.
“We’re restoring the right to

choose,” Toy said. “If residents or -

family members feel more secure
and safe with bedrails in place,
then they should have the right
to have them. The rails can pre-
vent injuries by keeping patients

in their beds while they sleep.”

The key would be understand-
ing the risks involved, said
Gerkin. The bill also would help
cut lawsuits against nursing
homes, she said.

Additionally, the legislation
calls for the state Consumer and
Industry Services (CIS) depart-
ment to establish an advisory
commission on bedrails used in
nursing homes.

The commission would develop
uniform standards for usage by
such institutions. Its report
would go to the CIS and the Leg-
islature within six months and

the CIS would be required to
enact state rules based on the

recommmendations.

MPSC sets public hearing for Jan. 9

on a proposed 734 area code overlay

BY RICHARD PEARL
STAFF WRITER '
rpearl@oe.homecomm.net

Western Wayne County resi-
dents in the 734 area code will
get their chance next month in
Ann Arbor to learn about the
proposed 278 area-code overlay.

The Michigan Public Service
Commission will hold a public
hearing on what is called the 734

" area code relief plan at 1 p.m.

Tuesday, Jan. 9, in the Ann
Arbor City Hall council cham-
bers, 100 N. 5th Ave.

If the plan is approved, anyone
ordering new telecommunica-
tions services within the 734
area will be assigned the new

278 area code with their new

phone number.

The new phone line could be as
close as the next room or office or
the building across the street

and would require dialing either
10~ or 11 digits. '

The demand for new phone
numbers in the 734 area for tele-
phone and fax lines, cell phones,
dedicated computer lines, etc.,
has caused Neustar Inc., the

North American Numbering

Plan Administrator, to declare
the area code in jeopardy of run-
ning out of prefixes (the first

. three digits of a telephonie num-

ber) sooner than expected.

That has prompted the propos-
al of the 278 area code overlay.

“Interested parties are encour-
aged to present data, views,
questions and concerns regard-
ing the proposed relief plan,” the
commission stated.

Interested parties may also
submit written comments by
Jan. 10, 2001. Comments must
be sent to both the MPSC and
NeuStar Inc. and should refer to

v Case No. U-12743.

The addresses are:

Mlchlgan Public Service Com~
mission, Executive Secretary,
P.O. Box 30221, Lansing, MI
48909-7721.

NeuStar Inc., Mr Frank Cola-
co, 1120 Vermont Ave. N.W,,
Suite 550, Washington, D.C.
20005. '
< The MPSC will make its deci-
sion on implementing the over-
lay after it has reviewed infor-
mation and comments both from
the telecommunications industry
and the public. )

A public hearing on the pro-
posed 947 overlay in the 248
area code ~ which includes
northern Livonia — will be ‘held
at 1:30 p.m. Monday, Dec. 11, in

the Pontiac City Council cham- . :

bers, 47450 Woodward in Ponti-
ac.

WAYNE STAT
|JNIVERSITY

Register now
for the winter
2001 semester.

Classes begin

January 8.

\Alf\f\flf’
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hlgh-quallty educatlon

Al 4
cods, Madison Heights and

The quality of a Wayne State University degree is within reach.

Wayne State University’s five extension sites offer a wide range
- of graduate and undergraduate classes during the day, |

evening and weekends, close to where you live and work.

Our sites, in Clinton Township, Farmington Hills, Harper

Nlgrthwect D nnfrnli' offer

Whether you want to take one class or comp!ete your degree
WSU has a convement program to match your goals.

Connect with Us:
Call (877) WSU-INFO
| Visit wayne.edu
E-mail requestinfo@wayne.edu

L1016044
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State attempts to override locals on ‘living wage’ issue

BY MIKE MALOTT
HOMETOWN NEWS SERVICE

mmalott@homecomm.net

Although voters rejected a pro-
posed constitutional amendment
last month that would have
made it tougher for state law-
makers to overrule local govern-
ment, Proposal 2, many saw it as
a shot across the Legislature’s
bow, warning it to be more sensi-
tive to issues of local control and
home rule,

Not so the state House. Repre-
sentatives voted last week for
legislation to overrule local gov-
ernments that set so-called “liv-
ing wage” ordinances.

“Voters have spoken and they
rejected it (Proposal 2) by a mar-
gin of three to one,” Rep. Robert
Gosselin, R-Troy, said.

Whether lawmakers need to be

more sensitive to questions of

‘local control “all depends on the
issue. Zoning, police and fire pro-
tection, trash pick up and issues
like that all come from local gov-
ernment. Minimum wage does
not,” he said.

Gosselin’s Employment Rela-

A ‘Living wage ordinances would have created a
Bosnia effect, a patchwork of minimum wage
iaws and local wage regulations throughout the .

state.’

Rep. Robert Gosselin
" R-Troy

tions Committee had recom-
mended passage of House Bill
47766, sponsored by Rep. Andrew
Richner, R-Grosse Pointe Park,
on Wednesday, Nov. 29. The full
House voted the bill out by the
slimmest of margins, 55-46, the
following day.

“Living wage ordinances would
have created a Bosnia effect, a
patchwork of minimum wage
laws and local wage regulations
throughout the state,” Gosselin
said. The representative says
such ordinances would damage
the state’s economic growth.

Municipalities that had adopt-
ed living wage ordinances
included Madison Heights, Ypsi-
lanti, Ypsilanti Township, Ann
Arbor, Warren and Kalamazoo.

Guide explains phone service

It’s one of those basic necessi-
ties that you probably take for
granted--your phone service. You
pay your bill when it comes due
and there is always a dial-tone
when you pick up the receiver.
But when was the last time you
really took a good look at your
phone bill? Are you really get-
ting the best deal for your
money?

Learn how to be a savvy tele-
phone consumer with “A Smart
Consumer’s Guide to Telephone
Service” from the Federal Com-

munications Commission and
the Coalition for Affordable
Local and Long-Distance Ser-
vice. Find out how to get the
most out of your telephone ser-
vice for your money and what
assistance is available for low-
income consumers. This guide
also features helpful tzps to keep
in mind when comparing tele-
phone service pians, questions to
ask yourself about your:tele-
phone needs and tips for shop-
ping around for telephone ser-
vice.

Repair @

 (734) 459-9900

BATHTUBS ¥4 CERAMIC TILE

Remo el © Reglaze
The Nation’s Oldest And Lai
Visit Our Showroom Or Call For Fr

UNIQUE REFINISHERS

¥ e Also Specialize In Antique Tub & Sink Restorations

est Re, 182/ Company

rochuire

(800) 235-6557 ook,

Ann Arbor

3410 Washtenaw Ave.

Alistate Darts & Billiards is your Game Table Specialist!
100s of tables to choose from including

- 120 DAYS SAME AS CASH
RED WING Domie Hockey!
Foosball starting at................. 5499
Dome Hockey starting at.
Dart Boards starting at.........

Mlchlgan s Largest selection of Darts & Boards ;

—e ALLSTATE >
7306773278 DARTS & BILLIARDS  313-531-1035

BARSTOOLS & GAME RUOM FURNITURE

.. 3549
.. 549

Sale ends 12/24/00

POF1015168:

Redford

14349 Telegraph Rd.

- Weve Got
Great Weekend
Rates All
Wiapped Up.

3-Day Rent-A-Car Special

Ptck Enterprise. We'll pick you up:
1800 rent-a-car

n B101683t
gy popp—

3-Day Rent-A-Car Special |
$9.99 a day !

Av J TERMS & CONDITIONS: Advanced reservation required; redeem ‘this coupon at time of rental. §

1 Applies 1o a compact car rented from Friday through Monday for a 3-day totel of $2997 with 300 |
free miles. Taxes, excess miles at .25 per mile, and optional damage waiver at $15.99 per day-are |

extra. Valid at participating Metro Detroit area
Enterprise|!

locations. Availabitity is limited and restrictions apply, "
1800 rent-a-car

so calt for details, Offer expires 1/31/01,
*Pick Enferprise. We'T pick you up} !l

Mention source code NN 9096.

*-w---u‘n_ﬂ--ﬂ--—‘-ﬁ----n-

Detroit also had adopted a simi-
lar law. The Oakland County
Board of Commissioners recently
rejected such a proposal.

Living wage ordinances

require that companies which
contract with the city pay wages
at 125 percent of the poverty
level. Pay rates in Detroit would
have been $8.23 if the company

provided benefits, $10.29 per
hour if it did not.

The current minimum wage in
Michigan is $5.15 per hour.

Despite the Legislature’s quick
move to override local govern-
ment on the issue, Don Stypula,
of the Michigan Municipal
League and a primary mover
behind Proposal 2 was neither
surprised nor upset by the vote.
He said he’d expected action on
the issue by the Legislature
regardless of the outcome of Pro-
posal 2. He said living wage ordi-
nances are an issue only in a few
communities, so the question
“had not reached a critical mass
within our membership.”

“Was this another attack on
local control? Yes,” Stypula said.
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Standard Ride, 10,000 Height...
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“Was the language in the Pro-
posal 2 the right language? No.
But should the Legislature sit up
and start paying attention to
issues of local control? Absolute-
1y

Gosselin on the other hand
countered that the entire living
wage issue is a backdoor attempt
by the AFL-CIO to get wage
increases that it has not been
able to win at the bargaining
table.

“It’s the union’s way of fur-

thering its agenda in the larger L

cities,” he said.

The bill was sent to the state |,
Senate for consideration.

Reps.
mouth, Bruce Patterson, R-Can- +
ton, Andrew Raczkowski, R-~
Farmmgton Hiils, and LauraZ
Toy, R-Livonia, voted yes.

Reps. Bob Brown, D-Dearbor:
Heights, Eileen DeHart, D-West:<
land, and Tom Kelly,
voted no.
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Flu vaccine shortage worries medical authorities

. “'The flu season is almost here
and the contmumg shortage of
flu vaccine in both Wayne and

Oakland counties has medical
authorities worried.
: The season generally begins in
mid-December and “We're cer-
ainly in a difficult situation, to
say the least,” said Dr. Donald
Lawrenchuck, medical director
of the Wayne County Depart-
ment of Public Health, on Tues-
day. s
He said it usually takes 10-14
days aftér<a:person gets a flu
shot before they are fully pro-
tected. “Even if the vaccine
arrived today and they got it
tomorrow, they wouldn’t be fully
protected for another couple of
weeks,” he said.

“Potentlally, 1t could be a
rough flu season,” concurred Dr.
Carolyn Bird, Oakland County
chief of medical services.

While the shortage has forced
Wayne County to postpone 30 flu
clinics and the Visiting Nurse
Association of Southeast Michi-
gan to cut back on its clinics,
Oakland County this week
planned to utilize its limited
supply of vaccine for residents
who qualify.

The shots, given only to senior
citizens and those with chronic
health conditions, were sched-

uled for the Pontiac health office.

‘40,000 doses.”

mation about flu shot clinics:

a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Information on flu shots
Here are the telephone numbers or Internet Web site for infor-

Wayne County — 734-727-7000, Monday through Friday, 8
Oakland County — flu hotline, 1-800-434-3358 for schedules

and addresses of county clinic sites.
Visiting Nurse Assoc. — www.vna.org/ flu_copy(l).htm.

on Wednesday, the Southfield
office today (Thursday) and the
Walled Lake office Friday.

“All of those doses we have
likely will be gone essentially by
Monday,” Bird said.

If any remain - or if the 6,000
doses promised by suppliers
arrives — the county will resume
shot clinics at all three sites on
Monday, she said.

“It’'s really late to start,” Bird
said. “Usually by this time in
December, we've given out
She estimated
total shots thus far dispensed at
less than half.

Nothing confirmed

The good news, said Wayne
County’s Lawrenchuck, is that
there are no “confirmed or proba-
ble cases of influenza in all of
southeast Michigan.

“The bad news is, this time of
year eventually somebody brings
back influenza with them” from
a trip — and there are “confirmed
reports” of flu outbreaks else-

where in the United States, he
said. “It’s just a matter of time.”

Lawrenchuck said U.S. Rep.
John Dingell, D-Dearborn, has
called for information about the
shortage and said told him some
congressional offices have been
“besieged with calls,”
Lawrenchuck said.

Some in Congress have asked
the General Accounting Office to
investigate the matter, a Dingell
spokesman said.

But Dingell’s inquiry gave
Lawrenchuck some hope: “He -

has an excellent reputation for -

getting to the bottom of things

and he’s researching it now,” the

doctor said.

A spokeswoman for U.S. Rep.
Lynn Rivers, D-Ann Arbor, said
Rivers also is.researching the
matter.

John Akouri, spokesman for
U.S. Rep. Joe Knollenberg, R-
Bloomfield Hills, who represents
both part of Livonia as well as
Farmington and Farmington
Hills, said the office has received

Features include:

24-valve, 200-hp V-6 engine -

Power-adjustable foot pedakls

Dual-stage front airbags™

‘No-charge leather seating surfaces'

+ Remote Keyless Entry system

EiectronicAutomatic Temperature Control

g -

r- and passenger front cra h

Securil..ock™ passive anti-f?ieft system

about a half-dozen calls. Callers
have been referred to their
respective county health depart-
ments.

“We're still getting calls about
the (presidential) election,”
Akouri said.

One VNA clinic cancellatlon .
was Nov. 80 at the CVS Pharma-

cy at 8811 Newburgh in Livonia..

The VNA “said they ran out of
vaccine because of the unexpect--

ed numbers” seeking shots,
according to CVS store manager
Nick Miller. He said the VNA
told him it may reschedule the
clinic after Dec. 8.

“Everybody was understand-
ing” about the cancellation,
Miller said.

The lhortage is reportedly due
at least in part to labor problems

at suppliers’ plants.

Lawrenchuck said his depart-
ment has gotten “thousands of
calls” from residents.

Chronic illnesses

Senior citizens age 65 and up
and those with chronic illnesses
are the most critical because
they are “at much greater risk of
developing complications” — pos-
sibly life-threatening — from it,
said Lawrenchuck.

This can include children and
adults with asthma. “Over 90
percent of the morbidity and
mortality are in that popula-
tion,” he said.

The flu kills 20,000-30,000
people each year and is “the only
communicabie disease still in the
top 10” deadliest illnesses, the
doctor said.

Of the more than 9,000 doses.
ordered by Wayne County, only
1,400 have been received. Those
“lasted three clinics,” he said,
one of which was in Redford -
Township.

The rest of the order “could
come as early as today — or in
another month or two,” he said.

The “frustrating” part, he said,
is he’s heard reports of U.S.
physicians going across the
Detroit River to Windsor to get
the vaccine. .

“They seem to have a plentiful
supply in Windsor,” he said.

Lawrenchuck has been calling:
his three vaccine suppliers daily.
and keeps getting told Wayne;
County is “No. 1 on the list. g

“But the clock is ticking,”
Lawrenchuck said.

Age, gender affect shopping patterns

(NAPSA)—It is not unusual for .

many people to recall grand-
mothers who started their Holi-
day shopping for the next year
during the week-long sales
events between Dec. 25 anid New
Years Day. It is also likely that
everyone has discovered pre-
sents stored in a closet, wrapped
and ready to go in the middle of
July.

In contrast, most women may
notice that their husbands or
significant others seem to stum-

Per mo./24-month lease

Cash due at signing
after #1000 cash back

A NN

00T

For Areturnlng lessees**

Includes refundable security deposit.
Excludes tax, title and license fees.

www.mercuryvehicles.com

: **Call 1-888: GQLEASE for details. ***Always wear your,
TLeather seating surfaces mcluded at no charge on 2001 Sable LS Premlum

fety belt and secure. cv,_v,lldren |n th ear

ble in with shopping bags Wlth

_ only days or hours left until the

big “unwrapping” event. None of
these is a coincidence, according
to a survey conducted by General
Growth Properties, Inc,

Survey results indicated that
certain age groups and genders
seem to shop along a similar
timeline. Most men shop in
droves throughout the month of
December, frantically picking
out the perfect gifts. Most
women, ages 45 and over, are

likely to shop all year long.
Statistics show that 40 percent
of men wait until December to
start their shopping, versus 20
percent for their female counter-
parts. The very same percentage
of men (20 percent) is known to
put it all off until the very last
week.

Women tend to get a head-
start, with ages 25 to 44 begin-
ning their holiday spending
sometime between September
and early November.

ANN ARBOR
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(Goodfellows
still seeking
donations

Though participation in this
year’s annual Goodfellows
newspaper sale was down com-
pared to last year, the local
charity still raised $4,000 to go
toward helping needy families
and seniors over the holidays.

Goodfellows President Nancy
Spencer said 16 people partici-
pated in this year’s newspaper
sale at various Canton intersec-
tions and businesses. Last
year, 23 people participated in

* the sale.

“I had prayed for a lot more
to show up,” Spencer said. “We
couldn’t even cover all the busi-
nesses we wanted to.”

She said one man, Mike Gib-
bons of Traverse City, deserves
a tipped hat for driving down to
help out.

This year, 81 families and 30
seniors are expected to be

Volunteers are needed to
help out with gift wrapping and
delivery from noon to 9 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 13; 9 am. to 9
p-m. Thursday, Dec. 14, and 9
a.m. until completion Friday,
Dec. 15. Anyone interested in
donating their time may call
Spencer at (734) 397-8975.

The fund-raising effort con-
tinues. Canton Public Library
patrons may purchase $1 quilt
raffle tickets. At 7:35 p.m. Fri-
day, Dec. 8, people attending
the Detroit Rockers soccer
game at Compuware Sports
Arena, on Beck north of M-14,
may also purchase quilt raffle
tickets or Goodfellows’ newspa-
pers, according to Spencer.

Tax-deductible donations
may be sent to Canton Goodfel-
lows, 1150 8. Canton Center,

Goodfellows time: Rose Lavoie of Canton donates money Saturday, and receives a copy of her Goodfellows

STAFF PHOTO BY ToM HIBBELN

helped by the Goodfellows. Canton, 48188.

newspaper from Alberto Medellin, a.k.a. “Santa”, outside the shopping center on Morton Taylor at Joy Road.

District making

BY SUE BUCK
STAFF WRITER
sbuck@oe,homecomm.net

The Plymouth Canton school
board has discussed — but
made no final decision — on
whether to spend either the $5.3
million from the 1998 Durant
settlement or the almost
$600,000 in interest income it
has generated so far.

The board has been talking
about that for a long time and
most recently took up the subject
at its Nov. 30 meeting.

The district was one of 84 in
the original lawsuit filed nearly
20 years ago against the state of
Michigan. The school districts
went to court to force the state to
pay for state-mandated special
education programs

The money came with no stip-
ulation on how the money should
be spent, said Patricia Brand,
Plymouth-Canton School execu-
tive director for business ser-
vices.

“We need to look at criteria we
‘want to apply for use of the
money,” said trustee Roland
Thomas.

Thomas, Brand, Superinten-
.dent Kathleen Booher and trea-
surer Steve Guile worked togeth-
er before bringing the issue to
the board.

Board members discussed how
the money could be spent: inter-
est only, the whole lump sum,
‘part of the principal, and for rev-
‘enue-producing programs.

Guile wants to make Ply-
mouth-Canton into “a premier
district in the state of Michigan,
preparing all students for the
future.”

One important criterion is to
-meet the district’s stated vision
priorities, said vice president
‘Sue Davis. She favors spending a
portion of the interest for the
high school renewal project.

School board president Darwin
‘Watts suggested considering
both criteria and use when
deciding what to spend.

plans for possible lawsuit money

year, school officials said.
Trustee Elizabeth Givens said
some could be seed money for

Guile supports preparing stu
dents for present and futurg
technology needs.

The current interest rate is
6.85 percent. The money earns
interest of $300,000-$400,000 a -

one-time beginnings of projects
or enhancement.
Secretary Judy Mardigian sup-

ports spending money on pro-
grams, including high school
renewal.
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Power outage
closes school

B__ VAN BUREN

Haggerty Road Elementary
School, 18770 Haggerty, was

closed all day Monday because of

a power outage.

Karin LaMothe, Van Buren

Public Schools’ communications.

specialist, said the power was
knocked out when a Detroit Edi-
son transformer blew.

“It didn’t have anything to do
with us,” LaMothe said, adding

that Detroit Edison fixed the

problem in a timely manner.

“They made it a priority to get it

R s JURPRUEEE

fixed.”

Though the electricity was
‘restored early Monday, the dis-
‘trict decided to keep the school
closed all day because the build-

ing hadn’t been heated during

the power outage.

“It was just too cold for the
kids,” LaMothe said.

Classes resumed Tuesday.
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Driving memories

vt T

1941 Buick - and a road renaming effort — tied to Pearl Harbor

BY DAVE VARGA
STAFF WRITER .
dvarga@oe.homecomm.net

It’s been 59 years since the
Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor,
but John Sterling of Livonia
doesn’t need to go far to see a
reminder of that fateful day.

Out in his garage is a 1941
Buick that was owned by his
brother, 2nd Lt. Gordon Sterling
Jr., when he was killed during
the attack.

Lt. Sterling reportedly was
flying one of four planes that
were hastily prepared to counter
attack after the early morning
assault began on Dec. 7, 1941,
His was the only plane shot
down from that group.

Afterward, the car was
shipped back to his family, their
mother learned to drive it and it
was passed down to John, who
was five years younger than his
brother and only 17 in 1941.
Now he maintains the classic.

However, John Sterling isn’t
content to keep to himself the
memory of his brother and the
2,407 others who were killed
during the sneak attack just by
driving the car. After all, “the
age group of the survivors
groups is getting up there.”

Sterling has been urging
Michigan lawmakers to estab-
lish a stretch of roadway as
Pearl Harbor Memorial High-
way.

“I just felt that it’s about time
that the state of Michigan recog-
nizes Pear! Harbor,” Sterling
said. Other highways already
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are dedicated, such as a portion
of 1-275 for Korean War Veter-
ans,

After enlisting the support of
the Pearl Harbor Survivors
Association in Shepherd, Mich.,
Sterling and that group’s chair-
man, John Wilberding, gained
concurrence of many lawmakers
including Gov. John Engler.

He also found a sympathetic
ear in state Rep-elect John
Stewart, who will represent the
20th District where Sterling
lives. Stewart reported Friday
that the proposal sailed through
a veteran’s affairs committee
meeting Thursday and “it’s a
done deal.”

The proposal, called House
Bill 6139, will name a section of
1.69 in Shiawassee and Genesee
counties. It will need full House
and Senate approval which will
come by the end of the current
session or beginning of the new
Legislature in January.

Although he won’t take office
until Jan. 10, Stewart was
happy to help Sterling, who he
described as “the nicest, quietest
older man.” He expects no oppo-
sition. “It just needed some time
and attention,” Stewart said.

He also expects a sign desig-
nating the road in honor of Pearl
Harbor veterans by springtime.

That will be great news to
Sterling who has plans to visit
that stretch of highway with his
brother’s Buick: “I can’t wait to
drive it there.”
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1020 DISCOUINT

on your cash & carry purchases during our Open House as a

‘Thank You' to alt of our loyal customers!
Excludes: Funeral Arrangements & Wire Orders

Be sure to stop in and register for our
Christmas centerpiece to be given away each day.

]
& ILORISY & GREENHOUSE

42510 joy Road, Plymouth, MI
734-453-4268

SALON
INTERNATIONAL

Expires 12-31-00

696 N. Mill Street
Old Village » Plymouth

(734) 451-0855

December 8th, 9th 10th

Come Join Us For Ceffee & Cookies!
Come See: Thousands of Poinsettias. Hundreds of new

L.1013769

50% off all services on your first visit to our salon!.

LIG1281%

NAUTICA TOMMY BAHAMA GITYGIRL SIGFID OLSEN ENRQO RACQUET CLUB HARDY AMIES CROSS CREEK SAVANE

pre-ficliday

winter sale!

% OFF

original prices
on all winfer fashions
for men and women

NEWBURGH PLAZA SIX MILE at NEWBURGH 734-591-9244

EXTENDED HOLIDAY SHOPPING HOURS:
MONDAY THRU FRIDAY 10-8 SATURDAY 10-7 SUNDAY 12-5

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE
SPRING 2001 GOLF AND CRUISEWEAR ARRIVING DAILY
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STAFF PHOTO BY ELIZABETH CARNEGIE

Proposal: John Sterling with his brother’s 1941 Buick. Sterling and incoming state Rep. John Stewart, R-Ply-
mouth, hope to rename a portion of I-69 honoring those who died in the Dec. 7, 1941 attack on Pearl Harbor

Masked gunman robs s

A man dressed as a character
from the popular horror film
Scream reportedly robbed a
Canton video store Friday, Dec.
1.
Two employees, a 80-year-old
Westland woman and a 17-
year-old Garden City girl, told
police the robber wore a ghostly
mask resembling the one worn
by the killer in Scream, as well .,
as a green sweatshirt. He was
described as a 5-foot, 4-inch-tall
black male.

The incident occurred at
about 11:20 p.m. Friday, Dec. 1,
at King Video, located in the
Pinetree Plaza shopping center,
on doy just east of 1-275.

The two employees told police
the man came in the video store
and demanded, “Give me your
money.” He told the women
they were getting the money
out too slowly, and brandished
a small blue steel semiautomat-
ic handgun. He left with an
undisclosed amount of cash and

a cordless phone. On
women used her cellula
to call her mother, W

ler stores |

dino one wasi
according to the police:
Canton Police Sgt.
Raycraft said a da:
van was spotted
store, but that gt
whether the suspéct entes

- “Don’t Get Stuck With
a Branch or a Bush!”

Ridge Road

Corner of Holmes & Ridge Rd.
(1 bik. West of E. Michigan Ave.)
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LARGE SELECTION OF WREATHS J

® New Bauer Impac 30 or 100 $
Youth and Junior Skates, Reg. $49.99 SALE... 3
¢ New Baver Impac 500 $ 99
B\ Adult Skates, Req. $89 90curererceses 5 9
¢ New Ice Hockey Shoulder,

_Shin, Pants and Goalie geor....@ OFi

° iNew HZ Liicker oot and S 99
Binding Combo, Req. $420 SALE... 1 99

&, * New Snowboard Packages,
including Board, Boots and $ 929
Bindings.......................stairting ot 2 1 9

PLAY IT AGAIN

SOORTS
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Give Yourself A

If you happen to
find a lower price,
7 we'll match it PLUS
take off an additional10%!

No p‘m.m
No Finance Charges*
Y If Paid Within 6 Manths
on approved single receipt
purchase over $299
Nov. 24 - Dec. 24, 2000

Save: 43
Was: 159
Special Buy

7% Artificial

Blue Grand

§ e $% 50 Fil‘#umo
gves

Was: %654
Special Buy

4"

Indoor/Outdoor
300 kcicle Lights

» Flashing or steady light + 300
individual bulbs »29* 6" between
strands * 54 hanging strands

* 4 replacement bulbs included < 1
safety fuse in plug * 1 replacement
fuse included #03447,3752

Save: 11499
Wags 449

32" Fiber Optic Tree with Angel Topper | ™“it'iowes.com

* Motor in base sends fiber optic strands through -
trae tips making lights change colors #84158

Dur Hottest Holida
ave Up To 30% ki,

Save: 20
Was: 1138

Special Buy ¢

16" Pro 220 Chain Saw

*36cc or 2.2 CID engine *Chain brake

* 16" reduce-kickback guide bar with quick
adjust chain tensioning *Includes extra

SK/‘ s o o i i i : . chain, gloves, file, guide, quart of bar and
® v ‘ chain lube #117774 . L

Save: 338
Wos: 1847

- 16-Gauge, 24"

T ogme e o 74" Legend ' :

- Finish Nailer Kit Circular Saw with Cas
© eincludes %° ?uick coupler, dust cover, safely * 10 ampe; 4,600 rpm; 2.4 HE
* glasses, oil, allen wrenches, and rugged nylon oHard toolh combinalin blode

“ carrying case #06034

<4

Save: 15
Was: 129%¢

- Save: *30
’ Was: $179

Sove: 550
Was: *’!’é@ ‘

While
upplies last
4 Piece Channelock
Plier Set

'A;ii:;toble wlgelnch with ‘ v
° perfectly parallel jow . P
4 DREMEL E surfaces Sl o pir 10" Bench Saw with Stand
Y ™ wts - *Long nose plier with cross *Cuts 3" at 90°, 214" at 45° » Powered by a heavy-duly 13
2§ .eed Moto-Tool '.(" , 10 ‘Com ound Miter SGIW . . hatching on jaws *Tongue amp, 115Y motor for dependability *Blade tilting and height
.= °Includes carry case and 30-piece accessory kit < Offers 15,000 . « Horizontal handle reduces fatigue * 9 pre-indexed miter stops for and groove plier has right control knobs are up-front for convenience Big 1%" x 26"
* and 28,000 rpm ¢ Durable lubricated sleeve motor ¢ Comforiable accurate cuts ¢ Includes stop block for quick, accurate repetitive angle teeth that grip in all table *Removable on/off switch *Seethru blade guard with
fingertip control *Double insulated « 6’ cord #94481 cuts and 2 table extensions fo support long work pieces #103381 directions #122875 integral splitter and anti-kickback fingers #105831 .

Coordinating
_runner
available

Save: -
10 Save: ‘10

F Wiens 1399 Mgt $39Y -
Y - Special Buy ® 4 Speci&l»fiBﬁ Sove:r

PRESTO' | . T sisssl
“ | Se (ON99 =H{NNQ9 ““{NN99 1799 %
7'6" PIoon;field or Paisley Pizzazz™ o , 7 " Spotlifter™ ‘ 1 _ I ’ do?;m il
Oval Wool Area Rug Revolving Pizza Oven Set of 2 Table Lamps Cordless Deep Cleaner Aromatic Coffee Grinder 10.5 Amp, 14 Gallon
;| *100% heatset-olefin +Enhanced 22" x 36‘" Shaped RUQS . « Exclusive RotoBake™ technology +20%™H *Victory stesl finigt « Powerful deep cleaning actions lifts  « Powerful 150 watt mator * Grinds Wet/Dry Pump Vac
pile density * Heavy weight woven * Available in 3 patterns -Bloomfield, assures great fasting pizza every « Classic urn design * Matching ball ~ out spots +Cordless and rechargeable  beans for up to 12 cups * Stainless steel ¢ Pumps up fo 5 gallons per
consiruction #116818 Paisley and Empire #70732 fime #134463 finials +White pleat shades #113184 « Compact lightweight design #22325  blade * Safety on/off switch #140580  minute *Selkpriming #05916

| Howell | ~Warren Bloomfield , - Westland
2 1100 South Latson Rd. | 3(181?)()) Xzag %&gge 1801 South Telegraph Rd. 6555 Newburgh Rd.
: 17) 548-3475 ; 32566 ;

g (517) 548 “Monday-Saturday: Sam-10pm - Mosci?thl?rgg: %asng?opm A Morgx;?ggtzgg:gfmz-gpm

Monday-Saturday: 6am-10pm .
* - s{mday: ea‘:n-spm P ' Sunday: 8am-8pm Sunday: 8am-8pm Sunday: 8am-8pm

* We guarantee our everyday compelitive prices. If you find a lower everyday or advertised price on on identical stock item at any local refail compafitor that hos the item in stock, we'll beat their price by 10% #CRB2102-144445, Lowe's Home Centers, inc., 6122 “B* Drive North, Baltle Creek, MI 49014, Water heater installation: If an expansion tank is required by local code it will be an additional charge (ot
whan you buy f,rom us. Just bring us'fhedcgmpemor's curvent ad, or we'll call 16 verify the item’s price that you have four‘::'r. Cash/charge card and carry purchases only. Competifor's closeout, special order, included in the bosic replacament Jabor). Permit fees are additional {not included in the basic replacement labor).
han ¥t avidclion an . y

d ftems are excluded from this offer. Limited to 4 and onehouse order for cash and carry contractors. Current instore :
o *If the promotional purchase and any opfional credit insuronce charges are paid in full by the end of the promotional perid, finance charges will be waived. Offer applies fo approved dingle receipt purchases

price, if lawer, ides Lowe's advertised price. Price honored at all Lowe's retil focations. Labor charges for product installation are excluded from our price guarantee offer in our stores with an r »
Installed Sales Progtarm. Visit store for complete details. Prices may vory afier December 10, 2000, if there are mu’ie' votiations. See store for details regarding product warranties. We reserve the right fo limit over $299 or more made from November 24, 2000 thraugh December 24, 2000 when you use an existing or newly opened Lowe's Credit Card Account, Monthly symenfs are not required ffor 6 months] on
vaniifies. qualified purch o‘un’n’? the ional period. Finance charges and any ogh'onal credit insurance d‘xor?es on your promationgl purchase will be billed from date of purchase, butfinance charges will be
pecial Buys are products that we have. been able to obkin ot an enusually low price from our supplier for a specific quantity or for a fimited time, and we pass the savings on to you. We make every effort fo have cradited if you pay the fu purcﬁase price and any optional insurance charges by the end of the promotional periad. If you do nof, you will be responsible for these chargfg The APR is 21%. Minimum monthly
sufficlent quantifies on hand to meat reasonobly anticipated demand, Special Buy price no longer applies once those quantifies are exhousted. finance charge is $1.00 except in JA. in 1A the minimum monthly finance charge is $.50. Regular credit terms will.confinve o app{y o your non-promotional purchases. Offer is subject to credit approval by
¥professional insiallation through licensed subcontraciors.Lowe's license numbers: CHHIC00558162; FLCRCOS7468; IL Flumber $058-100140; MDEMHIC 50931; TNEHISO70 and 16066; Mi Manogram Credit Card Bank of Georgia. Business Accounts excluded. . :
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Michigan elections law takes the rhetoric out of recounts

BY MIKE MALOTT
HOMETOWN NEWS SERVICE
mmalott@homecomm.net

Election recounts can get oth-
erwise rational people pretty
worked up, as we have seen in
Florida. So it is notable that the
review of ballots in Michigan’s
Eighth Congressional District,
where state Sen. Mike Rogers
holds a slim 160-vote margin
over Sen. Dianne Byrum, is pro-
ceeding without the rancor and
rhetoric seen elsewhere.

“You want to know the differ-
ence?” state Rep. Mike Kowall,
R-White Lake, said. “We are
talking about two classy people
here in Michigan. They both
have a lot of personal class. I
don’t know Sen. Byrum as well
as Mike Rogers, but she is a

classy lady. And Rogers is a pret-
ty classy guy.”

Well, yes, say others who have
also noted the difference, but
they also attribute the calmer
attitudes to the fact Michigan
elections law “is more advanced”
than Florida law. '

For example, Michigan law
specifies a hand recount unless
the candidates both agree to
machine recounts, according to
Rogers’ aide SylvizT Warner.

No dimples |

Michigan law jalso already
addresses the |question of
“chads.” If punch card ballots are
used here, and some communi-
ties in the Eighth[Congressional

District do still use them, then.

state law already, spec1ﬁes that
so-called “dimpled chads”

“pregnant chads” are to be
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Hal)dcrafters

December 8,9, & 10

Friday 9-9, Saturday 9-5, Sunday 11-5

303 W. Main, Northville
(2 Blocks W. of Sheldon)

Admission $2.00 ¢ Lunch Available
No Baby Strollers, Please

Promoters: Sue Smith « Molly Pemberton
P.O. Box 87444 Canton, MI 48187 « (734) 459-0050
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tossed out, according state Sen.
Thaddeus McCotter, R-Livonia.
Chads that still have three cor-
ners attached to the punch card
ballot are also tossed.

The law says that if the ballot
is punched through, enough to

~produce a chad with two corners

attached, a “swinging chad,” or
one corner attached, a “hanging
chad,” the vote counts, he said.
Bryum and Rogers faced off
Nov. 7 for the seat vacated by
Debbie Stabenow. The district
includes all of Livingston and
Ingham counties, as well as
parts of Oakland, Washtenaw,
Genesee and Shiawassee coun-
ties. When the totals were certi-
fied with a 160-vote difference

Standardized voting system proposed

BY MIKE MALOTT
HOMETOWN NEWS SERVICE
mmalott@homecomm.net

“You’ve heard of the KISS
principle,”

state Rep. Mike

last week, Byrum asked for
recounts in 207 precincts. Rogers
then asked for recounts in the
remainder of the district. v

The recount is expected to take
less than two weeks, Warner
explained. And it should go
smoothly. :

“Michigan law is more
advanced,” retired elections
attorney Tom Downs of East
Lansing said. “Florida is like we
were in 1950.”

Much of the procedural admin-
istration of recounts was settled
in Michigan after close races in
1950 and 1952, involving G.
Mennen Williams election to the
governor’s office, Downs
explained. Therefore, state law

Kowall, R-White Lake, said
explaining his proposal for mak-
ing optically scanned ballot sys-
tems the statewide standard in
Michigan.

KISS, of course, stands for

Proceeds from your vehicle donation go directly to St.
Vincent de Paul’s programs such as the brand new Van
Elslander Family Center on Gratiot in Detroit. The center
provides many firee valuable services to our communities
families, helping raise these families from poverty. Donate

your vehicle today.

WEB Socie of
Vmcenttyde Paul

* Call 1(877) ST-VINCENT (788-4623)
www.svdpdet.org

Pre-Lighted |
|| Christmas |/
i Trees

CHECK FOR
INSTORE
SPECIALS

Fantastic Hundreds
selection of tree
of indoor trimmings
and . ina
outdoor variety of
“lights themes

Variety of
Beautiful
Wreaths

874 W. Ann Arbor Road
- PLYMOUTH

(734) 459-‘74'10

Selecion

(| Collectible
SANTA'S

of

k Hours, o
_ Mon., Thurs., Pri. 10-8,
'I‘ue Sat. 10- 6 Sun, 12-5;
Closed Wed.

1937299

already prescribes how they are
to be conducted, settling ques-
tions that are now being debated
in Florida in the presidential
election.

Punch card ballots came along
later, but how they are to be
counted was settled after close
elections in 1978. "

Punch cards can be difficult to
use, for a number of reasons,
Downs said. For one, voters may
not get them lined up in the bal-
lot correctly to punch the hole for

their candidate. Those chads can -

also change counts, swinging
open to let the vote count at one
time and swinging closed during
another count.

“Keep It Simple, Stupid.”

“We should use a back to
basics approach, and you can’t
get more basic than a number
two pencil and filling in a box or
an arrow,” he said.

Kowall announced last Week‘

that he plans to introduce legis-
lation in the coming year which
would make optically scanned
balloting the standard in all
state, local and federal elections
in Michigan. 1t is a direct follow-
up to calls by Secretary of State
Candice Miller for a standard-
ized ballot here as a result of the
election debacle in Florida.

Michigan Sen. Thaddeus
McCotter, R-Livonia, isn’t so
sure that’s a good idea. Certain-
ly, no elections reforms will be
rushed through during the lame
duck session of the Michigan
Legislature, which is scheduled
to wrap up its work for the year,
and the term, Thursday, Dec. 7.
McCotter is the chair of the
Local, Urban & State Affair
Committee in the Senate, so any
elections law reforms would have
to come through his committee.

And he’s in no rush to make
changes.

“Nobody has said Mlchlgan
had a problem, The presidential
election went pretty smoothly
here,” MecCotter said. “So
because Florida had a problem,
people are saying we need to
change the laws here in Michi-
gan that kept us from having the
problems Florida had. That
seems counterintuitive to me.”

McCotter said he is willing to

statewide standard has a lot of

. action in Sen. McCotter’s com-

Optical scan

Downs prefers the optically=
scanned balloting system, wh:ch
he described as “more voter,
friendly.” He agreed with Secre-!
tary of State Candice Mlller’é*,
call for a standardized ballotlng**
system across the state.

However, Downs also said vots' |
ers should be given better,
instructions on how fo cast thelr‘
ballots before they walk into the :
polls.

Some preczncts in the Elght:h:s
Congressional District do still}
use punch cards, although most
— as well as most precincts in:
Michigan overall - hawve:
switched to optically scanned
ballot systems. '

2

consider changes to Mlchlgan s, |
election system, but he will have
to be shown a “compelling rea« ;
son” why change is needed. .

In any case, he said he wants;
to have a cool comprehenszve‘
and rational dlscussmn and novs;, '
is not the time.”

But Miller’s

call for ‘a |

supporters. The idea was initial-
ly proposed by a Special Advxso~

ry Committee back in 1995,
which included among others,
Sen. McCotter’s mother and;
Livonia City Clerk Joan McCot—
ter. State Sen. Beverly Hammer»
strom, R-Temperance, has pro-
posed countywide voting stan-
dards, but the bill has not seefy

mittee.

Currently, Mlchlgan has a reé‘l
mix of systems. Of the more than
5,000 precincts in the state, most »
use optical scanning equlpment
already, but nearly 1,500 use¢
punch cards. A few have moved
to touch-screen computers.

But more than a 100 still use
paper ballots, and almost 700
still have the old mechamcal
lever voting machines. .

Right now, the cost of paynig
for ballot equipment falls to the
local governments.

If a statewide standard were
adopted, the state would have té
cover the cost. Secretary Millet |
is proposing to do just that. "~

Kowall said he is working on
the financing.

s
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House moves quickly on mourning dove huntmg bill

BY MIKE MALOTT )
HOMETOWN NEWS SERVICE
mmaloti@homecomm.net

.Mourning doves are fast little
birds that dart and weave in
flight, making it difficult to shoot
them down.
“So is the bill that would legal-

ize hunting them..

+House Bill 6147, sponsored by
Rép. Susan Tabor, R-Delta
Township, was introduced as
recently as Nov. 14. Already, it
has cleared the House Commit-
tee on Conservation and Outdoor
Recreation, won approval on the
House floor 56-45, and received a
positive review of the Senate’s
Hunting, Fishing and Forestry
Committee. Passage is expected
by the time the Législature
wraps up work for the year, and
the term, early next week.

Law objects

The speed with which the bill
is, moving has earned it some
c¢ritics, including Rep. Gerald
Law, R-Plymouth, who argues
that lame duck sessions of the
Legislature should be used only
for mop up of previously intro-
duced but unfinished bills, not
for launching new initiatives.

“'I‘here s a reason why this bird
1s not on the list of game ani-
mals, he said. “Many feel
strongly about it and a lot of peo-
ple take it personally. They (law-
makers) should go back home
dand see how people feel about
this. They need to be aware of
the public sentiment.”

"In fact, according to Eileen
Liska, lobbylst for the Michigan
Humane Society, “the vast
majority of Michigan residents,
including most hunters, have
opposed dove hunting for the

past 95 years.”
“““T have to admit I was blind-
s.l.ded,” ‘she said. “I never

Believed they would have the
éudacity to do this in lame duck
session.”

. The Humane Soclety has been
dfefendmg mourning doves for
years, When the Natural
Resources Commission attempt-
éd to start a mourning dove
hunting season back in 1985, the
Humane Society went to court
and won an order blocking it.
The court has issued a perma-
nent injunction against the com-
mission to prohibit it from initi-
ating a dove hunting season. The
legislative action would open the
possibility of a hunting season
by adding mourning doves to the
list of animals considered to be
fgame” in ‘Michigan. If doves are
listed, the director of the Depart-

ment of Natural Resources has:

hlready said he will open a sea-
on for dove hunting.

NRC would decide

]

«

i Liska said Tabor’s bill would
fo further yet. She said proévi-
kions of the legislation would
allow the NRC to determine
svhat animals belong on the state
igame list. That has traditionally
been the job the Legislature, and
it was a key point in the
Humane Society’s lawsuit to
lock dove hunting. )
One of the strongest objections
s that many feel hunters will
ust use the birds for target prac-
fice, Law explained. Each
smourning dove reportedly pro-
ivides only one ounce of breast
gmeat so it is not much of a food
?ource
But the meat is a “delicacy,”

57 R0 N R

Mezzo -SOprano
?‘/oins faculty
at Madonna

| Mezzo-soprano Barbara Wilt-
isie, a Royal Oak resident known
for her appearances with numer-
'ous symphomes chorale groups
and music series throughout
{Michigan and the surrounding
'states, has joined the faculty of
‘Madonna University in Livonia.’

| She recently accepted the posi-
tion of adjunct assistant profes-
«sor in the music department.

She will be the teacher for
'anhnﬂ voira couTERa

; “I am very thrilled to join the
music faculty at Madonna,” said
'WlltSle. “T look forward to being
ipart of a growing process in the
‘department and I hope my expe-
riences as a performer and
instructor of classical and musi-
cal theater genres will aid in this
growth,”

Since 1990, Wiltsie has per-
formed regularly with the Michi-
gan Opera Theatre’s Outreach
Division.

A two-time regional finalist in
the Metropolitan Opera Audi-
tion, Wiltsie has also won the
National Opera Association
Vocal Competition.

o
“

according to Tabor She noted
that 39 other states already
allow for mourning dove hunt-
ing. Experience in those states
shows that hunting hasn’t

diminished the numbers of

doves. Populations have
remained stable even after the
initiation of a hunting season,
“They are challenging and
fast, small birds,” Tabor said.
“They have twisting, diving
flight patterns. Their flight is
sporadic. These birds are not
going to be massacred as some

have portrayed it.”
Myths about doves

She said there are many
myths about mourning doves.
For one, they do not mate for
life, she said. If a bird’s mate is
killed, it will seek another mate.
And they reproduce quickly, pro-
ducing two to five clutches of two
eggs each every year. Both moth-
er and father care for the young.

“Have I personally hunted
them? No,” she said, “but if this
passes I intend to. The season is

typically in September when the
weather is still warm. I'm not
going to go out when I need a lot
of gear. I’'m not going to go out in
a lot of unfavorable elements. I'd
rather go when it 1s a nice sun-
shiny day.”

In part, that’s why Tabor
refers to mourning doves as “a
great starter sport,” it’s a good
game bird for youngsters to

begin himting. They are numer-

ous, so kids are more likely to

" get a shot during a given hunt-

ing trip, as oppesed to other

Ybimg Men's Fashion Logo Fleece Tops
Young Men’s Denim Cargo & Garpenter Jeans

Women's Fashion & Novelty Sweaters

Mens & Laies Most Famous Designer Assorted Tops

‘Men’s Brand Name Dress Shitts & Sports Shirts

game birds that might not be
spotted durmg an outing, she
said.

“They say they would rather

have kids out dove hunting than -

at home playing violent video
games,” Liska countered. “A lot
of people find that offensive. The
idea of youngsters using doves as

live target practice is just a fur-

ther progression into violence.”
Sen. David Jaye, R-Washing-
ton Township, has introduced
identical legislation in his cham-
ber but the senate is expected to

concur in Tabor’s bill. The senatex
has already voted for similar leg-:
islation three times before, go-
approval is considered likely.

Reps. Bob Brown, D-Dearborn
Heights, Eileen DeHart, D-West-
land, Bruce Patterson, R-Can-
ton, Andrew Raczkowski, R-~
Farmlngton Hills, and Laura’
Toy, R-Livonia voted yes.

Reps. Tom Kelly, D-Wayne,’
and Gerald Law, R-Plymouth
voted no,

Ladies Cold Weather Storm Boots

Box‘ed Watches in Assorted Styles & Gofors

6 Piece Set Gold Trimmed Stemware

$7.99
Ladies Leather Gloves
Compare AL §16 . .

$3.99

Ladies Boxed Sllpper Boots

Compar At $10

. Bath & Body Gift Sets

- $9.99
Girl's 4-16 2 Piece

Velour Pant Sets
' Compare At S20

nght now at A.J. Wright you’ll find tons of great gifts
“for everyone on your list all at 20%-70% off those big discount store pnces

Telegraph Rd. between
Joy Rd. & W. Chicago Rd.

Roseville

. Eastgate Shopping Center
10 172 {Frazho Rd.) & Gratiot Ave.

For store locations call: 1-888-SHOP-AJW

A whole lot more for a whole lot less. Every day.

A Wright
SCUTHGATE

- Southgate -
* 14255 Eureka Rd.
between Dix & Trenton

Extended Holiday Hours
Monday-Saturday

9AM - 10PM
- Sunday

- 10AM - 8PM

" Selection will vary by store.

PDF1016832
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* BY LEANNE ROGERS
¢« STAFF WRITER )
: Irogers@oe.homecomm.net

+  When a new job brought John
- and Mary Shurge from Montreal
- to Garden City with their two
. sons in 1966, that first Christ-
.mas in their new home could
- have been difficult.

. “We knew no one, we had two
. small kids, and we had no where
: to go for Christmas,” said John
« Shurge.
: The family was already
. parishioners at St. Dunstan
+ Church. Father “Mack” Makuls-
. ki started a 34-year tradition for
' the couple when he invited the
« Shurges to the church’s annual
« Christmas Day dinner.
! “The dinner is for anyone who
: would be alone on Christmas
- Day ~ for people who need to be
. with people,” said John Shurge.
: “We couldn’t believe there was
; something like this.”
« The following year the
; Shurges and their sons were
¢ back at the holiday dinner — this
; time working as volunteers. The
i couple’s son Phil, now 37, used
5o play the accordion during din-

ner and this year will be back
- playing the guitar.

St. Dunstan’s advertises the

-~holiday dinner — which dates
“back several years before the
7 Shurges got involved — in parish

*~ bulletins throughout the area.
<< Guests come from as far away

Area church o
Christmas dinner

fers

is actually held on the holiday.

“We want to make your day,”
said John. ' C

About 75 percent of the dinner
guests are from outside the St.
Dunstan parish, Mary added.

“A lot of people in the parish
don’t want to be seen as lonely.
They think there is a stigma to
it,” said John. “There is such a
broad spectrum of people we met
over-the years; you know you are
getting to people.”

- Guests at the dinner, which is
provided at no charge, include
senior citizens, college students
who weren’t able to go home for
the holidays and families with
young children: The volunteers
also'range in age and circum-
stances.

Various people volunteer to
handle different parts of the din-
ner which averages about 150
people each year. The Spiteri
family sets up the tables and
chairs, decorates and delivers
meals to shut-ins.

For several years, money for
-the dinner was raised by a holi-
day boutique. Competition from
a number of similar events led to
the parish underwriting the din-
ner. Donations also are accepted
from individuals and local busi-
nesses, such as Kroger, Hygrade
and Kentucky Fried Chicken.

The hall opens and dinner is
served at 1:30 p.m. There is no
charge, but reservations are

Keyin& in 'on a good time at new piano bar

()
Opening night: Pianist Paul Fitz entertains
opening night patrons Monday at 366
Main, the piano bar in downtown Ply-
mouth. In the photo at right are Lois Stu-
art (left), with her friend, Jan Lucchetti.
Co-owner Tom Guina says the lounge,

STAFF PHOTOS BY SHARON LEMIEUX

across from Kellogg Park, will serve 40 dif-
ferent kinds of martinis, along with 25
one the volunteers know of that v wines and standard bar fare. Weekend
r . " hours are 3 p.m.-2 a.m. Fridays and Satur-
[ STORAGE USA NOTICE - . days. Weekday hours will be determined by

customer traffic, Guina said.

“&s Pontiac and Woodhaven for

- requested. Call Mary Shurge at
+the Christmas Dinner ~ the only

425-3282 for more information.

<

J Notice is hereby given that on JANUARY 16, 2000, LeRoy Elfrank Auctioneers,
Executive Administrator for Storage USA, will be offering for sale under the Judicial
.} Lien process, by public auction, the following storage units: :

Unit B39, Sharon Zitnik - Office Items, Generator.
Unit C88, St. Lawrence, Inc. - Office Furniture, Cabinets, Book Cases.
Unit C89, St. Lawrence, Inc. - Cabinets, Approx, 90 Boxes, Office Furniture.
Unit D111, Dianne M. Croskey - 1994 Red Grand Am - Damaged.
Unit F205, Susan Short - 2 Bikes, Treadmill, Misc. Boxes, Chairs, Household Items.
Unit 1329, Allan-John Cook - Household Items.
: Unit J359, Kathleen Pouget - Household Items, Some Furniture. :
Unit K405, James Cisek - Industrial Supplies, Furniture, Boxes, Misc. Items. ‘ : 8

The terms of the sale will be cash only. Storage USA reserves the right to refuse any
and all bids: The sale will be held at the following location, 6729 Canton Center Rd.
Canton, MI 48187 and will begin at 12:00 p.m. and eontinue until all units are sold.

Publish: December 7 and 14, 2000
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Thats the

CITY OF PLYMOUTH

2000 CITY OF PLYMOUTH
NOTICE OF HEARING
DECEMBER BOARD OF REVIEW

R

;. OO A

- Blown and

The Board will review the following types of appeals: Homestead,
Hardship, Clerical Errors, and Mutual Mistakes of Fact.

No appointments necessary.

All appellants will be sent a letter by first 'cllass mail indicating the decision
of the December Board of Review.

»y
gltfies 196

-_/}‘ 6’)}1 . : d/{' . Z , The December Board of Review will convene on TUESDAY, DECEMBER 6' _ “‘é Lampworked Glass

? : d:y ad' ;f:j;::oa;::ﬁzn;‘:;: :: Ri:[ew for the City 0‘f Plymouth vﬁll be held | 2 Q (+) ' » .

Presented by The Celebration Choir and Drama Ministry in the Conference Room, 2nd Floor, 201 8. Main Street, Plymouth, MI | = ||| & * > 10% OFF All Christmas .
: - e 48170. > ~ o Ornaments thru Dec. 24 |||

York Stfeet

Glassworks
875 York Street ’
Plymouth, Michigan

(734) 459-6419

Hours: Open Everyday until Christmas Eve 6pen Sat. 23 10-5

¥ Northville’s
‘Candlelight Walk
 Friday, December 8th from 6- 11 pm-
1 Shop, dine and enjoy holidafy \

entertainment as the streets of

downtown Northville are aglow
with hundreds of luminaries

Cwo Rearformances.
Sunday, December 10 6:00 p.m.
Friday, December 15 8:00 p.m.

Calvary Baptist' Church, 43065 Joy Road, Canton
(between Lilley Road and Main Street)
For information call: 734-455-0022

N Admision Chargs

TR

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact (734) 453-1234 x 222.

MARK R. CHRISTIANSEN
: City Assessor

. A

-

i

Pubkish: Dacember 7, 2000
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Veritzon Wireless

Christmas Past.

- Christmas Future. .

" | | — , 1,800 5% v
Christmas Present. 160

Get 1,100 minutes for ’
Jjust $19.99 monthly access

(100 weekday / 1,000 night and weekend minutes)
ALL RATES ARE VALID AS LONG RS YOU'RE ON THE PROGRAN

Want even more minutes?

" Here you go:
529.99 nonthly sceess

[ —

NO LONG DISTANCE CHRRGES -

_and FREE activati
on these tuo pla

$o0 washday o .
3,000 Night & woekend

r Bring the kids to visit Santa
: From 6-8 pm

PLUS, GET A DIGITAL PHONE

FREE .

AERFEIATRA A TR IR A IR ER TR ALETA TN ECARLEES R AT 9TV R T R8T T R T Y

RMZZ"Z%?;‘;E{::W | J oln in. r Enjoy FREE horse and carriage
: e rides from 6:30 - 10:30 pm
a0\ ] . 44011 FordRd. 33833 Plymouth Rd. Mon. - Sat. special offers and late hours
A\ e T I (3 Blks. E. of Sheldon) ~ (West of Farmington) 10 ag;;;,ggyp-m-
7] (734)981-7440 (734) 266-2300 | 11am.-apm.

4

L; L1015966 . . A ".
g | Sponsored by the
3 - , Northville Central
f‘h Simple. Affordable. National. \/‘ Ve"Z___onW!re/eSS »

W
o
v
@
W
é

Business Association

Autharized Agent

Subject o' terms of Cellulor Service Agreement & Price Plan. New two-year contract and $30 octivation fse required. $150 early termination fee. Requires credit approval. Digital service rot available in oll areas, COMA phone
roquired. Cannot be combined with ofher offers. Usage rounded to next full minute. Unused aliowences lost. Taxes, toll, & other charges apply. Phane may vary by location.. Plans include 3 months free Verizon Wireless Extras
which continues ot $11.99 per month until canceled. Weekdays 6 am - 10 pm M-F; Nights and Weekends 10 pm™ 6 am M-F including alf dy Sei. & Sun. Limised time offer. Kyocera is a registered rademark of Kyecara Corporation. §

.
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Police: Burglar was busy
in area neighborhoods

BY MATT JACHMAN
STAFF WRITER
mjachman@oe.homecomm.net

A man police say may be
responsible for up to 200 Detroit-
area home burglaries was set to
appear in court in Livonia today
on charges related to one of
them.

Nathan Howard Rostron, 41,
has a preliminary hearing sched-
uled before 16th District Court
Judge Kathleen McCann.

Rostron is charged with sec-
ond-degree home invasion in the
Nov. 21 break-in of a house on
Newburgh near Plymouth Road.

After his arrest Nov. 22, Ros-
tron told police he had commit-
ted between 100 and 200 break-
ins since being released from
prison eight months ago, said Lt.
Ben McDermott, Livonia Police
Department spokesman. Rostron
described some of the burglaries
" in detail, McDermott said.

Police in other area communi-
ties, including Canton Township,
Farmington Hills, Detroit and

Troy, plan to investigate Rostron
in connection with burglaries
there, said Sgt. Patrick Moug,

the detective in charge of the.

Livonia case.

Rostron admitted to stealing a
rifle, a shotgun and a police gun
belt, without a weapon in it,
from the Canton home of a police
officer, Moug said. Rostron said
he had sold the guns on the
street in Detroit, he said.

Police have inventoried pillow
cases full of jewelry found in
Rostron’s house in Detroit, and
some people have come forward

-to claim it, Moug said.

The house on Newburgh was
broken into the morning of Nov.
21 when a rear door was forced
open, police said. Jewelry and a
laptop computer were among the
things reported stolen.

The trail led to Rostron the
next day, when Livonia officers
arrested a friend, Randy Hall,
29, on a felony warrant from
Genesee County. Hall, arrested
at his house on Winston near

Eight Mile in Detroit, was wear-
ing a ring stolen from the New-

burgh house when police inter- -

viewed him at the station, police
said.

Police returned to the Hall’s
house with a search warrant,
and found the computer and
other things stolen from the
house on Newburgh.

They also found Rostron hid-
ing in a crawl space, McDermott
said.

Hall is charged with receiving
and concealing stolen property,
and Rostron faces an additional
charge of drug possession. Both
are charged as habitual offend-
ers.

Both men were arraigned Nov.
24 by Judge Virginia Sobotka,
who had holiday duty. They each
entered a plea of not guilty.

Both are being held in the
Wayne County Jail, Rostron on a
$100,000 bond, Hall on a
$50,000 bond.

BY SUE BUCK
STAFF WRITER
sbuck@oe.homecomm.net

Members of Rosedale Park
American Legion Post No. 390
has expanded its college schol-
arship competition to the com-
munity.

The post will offer two
$5,000 scholarships to deserv-

- ing graduating seniors in the

* class of 2001, according to Ply-
mouth Township resident A.
Robert Armstrong of the schol-
arship committee. He is joined
by committee members
Charles Remus of Farmington
and Robert Lepping of
Northville, All are past post
commanders.

To qualify, a student must
have a parent or grandparent
who is currently serving or is a
veteran of the U.S. military.
Students must have at least
an academic 3. Z-grade-point
average.

“Apphcatxons will be avail-

“able in the counselors’ offices
Dec. 15 and should be
returned by March 15,” Arm-
strong said.

These high schools have
been identified to participate

Legion post offers scholarsths

in the scholarship program:
Catholic Central,
Clarenceville, Churchill,
Franklin, Stevenson, Farming-
ton, Harrison, North Farming-
ton, Mercy, Ladywood,
Northville, Plymouth Canton,
Plymouth Salem, Plymouth
Christian Academy, Redford
Union and Thurston High.

The post was founded in
Detroit in 1946 and has a long
history of assisting the com-
munity. “Its members served
in the military during the peri-

" od of World War 11, the Korean
War, and Vietnam,” Arm-
strong said. . :

Members meet at 7:30 p.m,
every third Thursday in the
Knights of Columbus Hall on
Farmington Road in Livonia.
The post does not have a per-
‘manent home, but arranges for
space to suit the appropriate-
ness of the activity, according
to Armstrong.

The post has about 85 mem-
bers, about 23 of whom regu-
larly attend, he said. .

The proud veterans have
turned their attention from the
perils of military service to
philanthropic endeavors, Arm-

strong said. Seven $1,000 indi-
vidual scholarships were
awarded to graduating seniors
this September, he said.

“Over the years over $40,000
has been awarded to students
for college support,” Arm-
strong said. “An annual dona-
tion of $3,000 is made to the
coffee fund at the Veterans
Hospital in. Detroit. This sup-
plies the patients with coffee -
throughout the day, a service .
which otherwise would not be
available to them,” '

Also, $5,000 is allocated -
annually to the hospital to be
used in rewarding the volun-
teer students helping to assist
the hospitalized veterans. The
money supplements these col~
lege expenses, he said. :

Other activities include the-
removal of the stained glass
window from the chapel locat-
ed in the closed Veterans Hos-
pital in Allen Park and having
it installed at the new chapel”
in Detroit. Throughout the
year, donations are made to
special needs related to veter-
ans affairs. '

OBITUARIES

DORIS ANN BEJMA

Services for Doris Ann Bejma,
54, of Plymouth Township were
held Dec. 4 at St. Kenneth
Catholic Church with the Rev.
Joseph S. Mallia officiating.
Burial was at United Memorial
Gardens in Superior Township.

Mrs. Bejma was born March
22, 1946 in Detroit and died Dec.
1 in Plymouth Township. She
was a salesperson. She was a
member of St. Kenneth Catholic
Church.

She was preceded in death by
her parents, Stephen and
Dorothy Skirpan.

Survivors include her hus-
band, Bernard Bejma of Ply-
mouth Township; one son,
Bernie 8. (Denise) Bejma of Gar-
den City; three daughters, Beth
Ann Bejma of Plymouth, Pamela
Lynn (James) Coleman of Chica-
go, and Jennifer L. (Michael)
Garliauskas of Plymouth; three
granddaughters, Brittany
Bejma, Taylor Bejma and Katie

Coleman; and one grandson, |

Jacob Coleman
Arrangements were made by
Vermeulen Funeral Home.

REBA SUE VIGILETTI

Services for Reba Sue Vigiletti,
63, of Canton, were held Dec. 4
at St. Martin Episcopal Church
in Detroit with the Rev. Robert
Miller officiating. Burial was at
Glen Eden Memorial Park in
Livonia.

Mrs. Vigiletti was born July
29, 1937 in Poughkeepme, Ark.
and died Nov. 30 in Canten.

- She was preceded in death by
her husband, Rudolph Vigiletti.

Suarvivors include two sons,
Perry (Stacia) Vigiletti and
Joseph Vigiletti; three daugh-
ters, Kari (John) McEachen, Lori
Clay, and Mary (Ken) Nash; for-
mer son-in-law, Chester Clay;
sister Leah Ruffin and sister
Paula Gibson of California; and
seven grandchildren.

Memorial contributions may
be made to the American Dia-
betes Foundation.

Arrangements were made by

Heeney-Sundquist Funeral
Home.
CLARENCE “CASS” HOFFMAN

Services for Clarence “Cass”
Hoffman, 73, were held Dec. 6 at
the S¢hrader-Howell Funeral
Home with the Rev. Randy Pey-

PPascha

BOOKS and GIFTS
Celebrate the Season!

et i N il

.‘) ] UKCVVIUE.
CHRISTMAS SALE
on all

RELIGIQUS -
and GIFT ITEMS!

Present this ad & receive:

$5 off $10 off

urchase of urchase of
25 or more 50 or more

Expries Jan. 15, 2001
29219 W. 6 Mile
at Middlebelt in Livonia
734-466-9722

Holiday Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10-6
Sat, 10-5; Sun. noon-5

website: Pashabooks.com |,

ton officiating. Burial was at
Parkview Cemetery in Livonia.
Mr. Hoffman was born Aug.
23, 1927 in Detroit and died Deec.
3 in Ann Arbor. He was the pre-
vious owner of Livonia Lanes in
Livonia. For the past nine years
he had been a sales representa-
tive for Maaco Auto Painting,
He was a member of the Livonia
Elks and a former member of
Meadowbrook Country Club., He
served in the Army during World
War II. He was married for 24
years, He came to Plymouth in

1983 from Livonia. He loved to
golf, bowl, play baseball, hunt
and travel. He loved his family.
He graduated from Plymouth
High School and Alma College.
Survivors include wife, Mae

Hoffman of Plymouth; daughter, |

Patty Hoffman of Anchorage,
Alaska; step-children, Kurt
(Joanne) Seifert of Plymouth
Township, Linda (Rev. Randy)
Peyton of Tampa, Fla.; Mark
(Debbie) Seifert of Plymouth;
eight grandchildren and three
great-grandchildren; sister, Lois

FINAL 5 DAYS. BONUS SALE SAVINGS
END MONDAY DECEMBER |i TH.

-Mcallister of Plymouth and

brother, Warren Hoffman of
Menominee. -
Memorials may be given to the
Mae Hoffman fund.
Arrangements were made by
Schrader-Howell Funeral Home.

ROBERT A. CLARK

Services for Robert A. Clark,
77, of Plymouth, were held Dec.
5 at St. John Neumann Catholic
Church with the Rev. George
Charnley officiating.

Mr. Clark was born March 24,

1923 in Lavern, Minn. and died
Dec. 1 in Ann Arbor. He was a
manager with Ford Motor Co.
He was a pilot with the Army-
Air Corp. in World War II. He
was a member of St. John Neu-
mann Catholic Church.
Survivors include his wife,
Evelyn J. Robinson of Plymouth;
son, Richard (Cheri) Clark of
Southgate; two daughters, Jan-
ice Woolcott of Trenton and
Karen (Dean) Georgoff of Ply-
mouth; four grandsons, Jeff
Woolcott, Brian Clark, Stephen

onus Sale |

brpvlpw

Clark and Benjamin Georgoff
three granddaughters, Michelle
Woolcott, Emily Georgoff, and
Elizabeth Georgoff; one sister,
Micky Bankovich of Riverview
and one brother, Francis Clark
of Plymouth.

Memorials may be made to the ,
Michigan Parkinson Foundation,
30161 Southfield Rd., Ste. 119,
Southfield, MI 48078-9775. . ;

Arrangements made by Ver-
meulen Funeral Home.
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Want it in a jiffy? Of course you do!
And, that's why we offer our QuickShip Program. When you
choose a QuickShip item, the Thomasville factory will ship it to
your retailer within 3 days from receipt of your order!

mattresses.

You won't fmd more
comfortable beds or
‘more comfortable »‘
price tags on luxury

For exclusi’ve(y Thomasville,

R,

i

of Southgate

HOME FURNISHINGS OF NOVI

HOME FURNISHING DESIGNS

248.344.2551 * 42200 Grand River, Novi
(5 blocks. East of Novi Rd.)

734.285.5454 + 14405 Dix, Southgate
(2 biocks North of Eureka Road)
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Morton Taylor no cure-all

for township

Those who believe Canton’s traffic
woes will disappear — or even ease great-
ly — once the one-mile extension of Mor-
ton Taylor Road opens this month are
sadly mistaken. The best-case scenario is
that the $3.3 million Wayne County pro-
ject to lay concrete between Warren and
Ford roads will provide temporary relief
from high congestion during peak peri-
ods.

The solution to finding safer and more
efficient ways of moving the still-increas-
ing number of vehicles on local roads is
more complex than adding new lanes or
resurfacing existing ones. There is no
magic bullet. Well, there is one. But a
development-killing recession isn’t the
likely or preferred method for dealing
with this issue.

Canton Supervisor Tom Yack says the
Morton Taylor project “completes” the
township’s road network, increases the
number of north-south options for com-
muters and should ease congestion on
Sheldon and Lilley to some degree. The
extension has been a goal since his first
election in 1988. Combined with other
efforts of the last few years like widening
Canton Center and various intersection
improvements, it would seem that the
township is getting a better handle on its
biggest issue of the ’90s. And we agree
things are improving.

The Observer believes Canton and:
Wayne County officials need to look at
other options for easing congestion, espe-
cially in light of the fact the township
population — which is now estimated at
more than 76,000 — hasn’t peaked In

traffic woes

‘addition to improving and expanding

local roads, the local and county govern-
ment should be:

B Working cooperatively to study and .

possibly change traffic management and
gignal timing at key intersections.
B Investigating various new technolo-

gies — including video cameras and the

Internet — to improve traffic flow.

B Adopting development policies that
help contain or reduce congestion and
requiring developers to play an active
role in implementing those strategies.

We admit these aren’t new ideas. Nor
are they programs that can be easily
implemented overnight. But the goal is to
at least begin working toward alterna-
tives before it’s too late. The evidence -
both statistical and anecdotal — suggests
Canton’s traffic bottlenecks aren’t going
away anytime soon.

An Urban Mobility Study of metrepoli-
tan areas conducted by the Texas Trans-
portation Institute showed that the per-
centage of arterial roads in metro Detroit
experiencing severe and extreme conges-
tion grew by 20 percent between 1990
and 1997 (the least year complete figures
were available). That came despite a 10
percent increase in the number of lane
miles of paved, four-lane highway durlng
the same period. ,

As anyone who drives Canton Center
Road, during the rush or at lunchtime can
attest, when the road was widened to five
lanes last summer, it took about a month
at most before the back-up to make a left
turn at Ford hit its previous level.

Branching out in Canton

 Canton officials are seeing green and
that’s a good thing. '

The township has started a program
that encourages people to honor or
memorialize family members or friends
by purchasing a tree or bench in a
municipal park. The township board
approved the program last month after it
was suggested by Ann Conklin, lelsure
services director,

Under the program, donors pay for the
material and installation. The township
pays for ongoing maintenance. The first
person memorialized with a tree and
bench was longtime public safety
employee Elaine Weiss. The bench and
tree for Weiss, purchased by her col-
leagues, is in Herxtage Park, near the
gazebo

A variety of trees is available ranging

from $250 to $460. Benches may be pur-

chased for $550 to $750 and a plague for
an existing tree goes for $150. -

Trees are more than just good for the
environment, providing oxygen and for
animals and energy-saving shade for

humans. They contribute to the esthetics

e of the community and buoy our mood by
keeping us close to nature. We also like
the idea that trees, which usually disap-
pear as development encroaches, can
come full circle and bloom in a new sget-
ting.

- Luush trees have always been a part of
Canton, right down to the township’s
tree-emblazoned logo. We're glad they Te
going to remain.

More quackery in Lansing

‘The Michigan Municipal League
sought to tame the conservative Republi-
can state Legislature with a proposal
that would have limited the Legislature’s
power to over rule local government deci-
sions. ,

“Voters soundly defeated Proposal 2.
Desplte widespread frustration with

state lawmakers, voters seemed to -

understand that the proposal was bad
public policy that would have hampered
the Legislature from acting on issues of
reglona} importance and would have
potentla}ly tied up a lot of legislation in
court battles.

:We believe that voters were respondmg
to and rejecting a bad remedy to a real
probiem They were not endorsing the
actions of the Legislature, which seems
to have adopted “if it’s good for business,
it’s good for Michigan” as the new state
motto

The lame duck legxslatlve sessmn,
Wlll&ll wan auwuuwu bl) cu.u. buday IJU.U
will extend into another week, has been
deésperately trying to push through legls-
lation that has lain dormant for many
months, striking when they think no one
is noticing. They seem to have gotten a
new infusion of confidence with the
recent election that turned down Propos-
al 2 and returned a GOP majorlty to the
House

:Rep. Robert Gosselin, R-Troy, has

pushed through a bill banning “living

wage” ordinances. Gosselin argues that
niinimum wage legislation is not a “local
issue,” and, in any case, voters have
rejected harnessing the Legislature on
these proposals.

"Don Stypula of the M1ch1gan Municipal
League said he’s not surprised by the
House action and not worried by it, as it

-

affects only a few communities, including
Detroit. But he warns that the Legisla-
ture should not assume that defeat of the
badly drawn Proposal 2 is an endorse-
ment for these kind of legislative actions.

We agree, but lawmakers seem to.

* think otherwise as it rushes to take care
of unfinished business.

“Living wage” legislation was one of
the issues that spurred Proposal 2. But
the lame duck session has also.taken up
other bills that were set aside, particular-
ly two gun-related issues.

The House approved a bﬁl to allow
hunting mourning doves, even though

both conservation and hunting organiza-

tions have opposed the bill.

Outgoing House Speaker Chuck Perri-
cone coptinues to do his part for the
National Rifle Association by trying to
push through a bill to extend the right to
carry concealed weapons. This bill has
been abandoned twice before - following
thie shooting at Columbine Iigh School

and the shooting last spring on a Michi-

gan school yard. When the public was

actually forced to think about the gun
problem, the Legislature couldn’t hope to
get the bill through.

But during a lame duck session when
everyone’s attention is on the never-end-
ing presidential election and the holi-
days, the time is ripe for bad legislation.
 Lame duck sessions are always danger-
ous, but they seem to be especially dan-
gerous when legislators get over confi-
dent and seriously mlsread the intent of
voters.

We trust the session will end without
too much more mischief and that the gov-
ernor uses a little more reflection before
he signs these measures into law.

THE PEOPLE OF MICHIGAN WANT
16 KILL MOURNING DOVESTH!

THEY CLAMOR FoR IT!..T STHAY
IT’STH OPEN SEASON ON
MOURNING DOVESTH!

L01TH APOLOBIES 1o THE MASTER
(G Brocs (+m 4305 5,25 ) oo memias ot

OUR LAME DUCK
LEGISLATURE
KEEPS GETTING

DAFFIER & DAFFIER!

Spinning out of control

The entire nation sits and waits as
focus shifts to several counties in
Florida for this so-called “re-count” of
votes. - , ,

Our system, while not 100 percent
perfect, does represent the greatest
nation in the world and the freest
republic. It sickens me to see the
Democratic Party and their hired spin-
doctors play sophomoric games with -
our electoral system. The Electoral
College has been in place for many
elections before this one. Why doesn’t
it surprise me to see the Democrats
under the Clinton administration try-
ing to do something, anything to stay
in power?

- Voting is a right that comes with

" responsibility. And that means being

knowledgeable about issues and candi-
dates, pre-approving ballots, re-read-
ing those ballots while at the polling
place and requesting a new ballot
should you “spoil” the one originally
given to you.

As I said, our system isn’t perfect
but it does provide for a certain degree.
of “Darwinism.” If you're too lazy to
vote or too ignorant when you do vote,
perhaps you shouldn’t be making deci-
sions for the rest of us who can.

There should be no legal actions;
there should be no more re-counts
after all ballots are received from over-
seas. Whoever wins, be it Gore or
Bush, will be our next president. Our
country must be bigger than the two
partles who are teanng it apart.

Frank Finch

Caniton

H Keep the College

The recent letter of John Thomas
(Canton Observer, Nov. 30) contains
some interesting points supporting his
position that the Electoral College be
abolished. His arguments rely heavily
on logic. Logic, however, has its limits.

In politics and law, a page of history is

worth a book of logic.

" The first reason to oppose abolishing
the Electoral College is that it’s never -
going to happen. I am not begging the
question. To abolish the Electoral Col-
lege requires amending the U.S. Con-
stitution. In order to do that, the pro-
posed amendment must pass by two-
thirds in the U.S. Senate and House.

Then, it must be passed by the legisla-

tures of three-quarters of the states.
Those small states that would lose
clout would never pass this amend-
ment. v

The second reason to oppose abolish-
ing the Electoral College is a better

one: the institution has contributed to -

our political stability. In order to
become president, the candidate must
develop a national strategy The candi-
date mist mfomnf tn win pvervwhprp
Or at least over many different. geo-
graphical areas. If there had been only

.the direct popular vote, candidates and

parties could concentrate on the large
populous areas only. The Electoral
College probably contributed to the
development of the American two-
party system.,

I believe these pohtlcal institutions
(today the Democrats and Republi-
cans) have resulted in a stable repre-
sentative form of government that is
the envy of most of the world. The
advantage of big political organiza-
tions is that they tend to be bigger
than any one candidate or any one
issue. _

Mr. Thomas states that the Electoral
College backfired three times in our

history. Actually, it didn’t. The mecha-

nism worked to select a president
according to the Constitution on each
of those occasions. In 1960, the fact of
the Electoral College probably pre-
vented a crisis in this country. I love
this discussion and I share Mr.
Thomas’ view that it is a good thing
that o many more people are interest-
ed in government and voting.

Tom Hartnett

Canton

B Teens have voice

Sexists and racists. That’s what we
all think of when we hear the word
discrimination, but I'd like to bring up
a new word to all of you: “agists,” peo-
ple who discriminate against you sole-
ly because of your age, whether it be
young or old. But that doesn’t happen,
or does it? ’

I am 15 years old and constantly
shoved aside for that mere fact, my
age. In stores it doesn’t matter When I
approach the counter, if a more elder
person approaches after me they are

waited on immediately, while I wait.

And when I do speak out, all T hear is
a muffled, “Gosh, kids these days are
out of control,” and “What are we going

to do with kzds these days?”

And quite frankly I'm sick of it.

T'm sick of being followed around
any semi-expensive store just because
I'm 15. I'm sick of people just ignoring
my opinions and questions when it
comes to anything important, such as
politics. I'm sick of waiting while 40-
year-olds are waited on at the front
desk before me, even though they just
got there, and I've been waiting for 10
minutes.

I don’t know what I'm expectmg to
get from writing this. Maybe some
other angered teenager will read it
and agree with me; maybe some politi-
cian will read it and try to change peo-
ple’s minds about kids nowadays; or
maybe someone will read it and realize
that teenagers do have a voice in this
community, and that voice wiil be

* heard.

-1 don’t know what will happen, but I
hope somethmg does.

Christine McKeegan
. Plymouth

B Band is great |

For the past four years I have been

witness to a team that works together,

plays together and when competing,
focuses on doing their best. This team
trusts each other without question and
each member is as important as the
next. The team that I am speaking of
is the Plymouth-Canton Marching

"Band and Color Guard."

Durmg school the team spends over
three hours 2 day and al! dey Satiir-
day practicing with a trip 4o a competi-
tion Saturday evening or during the
day on Sunday. When the team per-
forms, most of the members are only
inches apart, moving forward, back-
ward, sideways and always twisting
the upper body being sure they face
the audience.

As one member moves, they are
counting on the next person to be mov-
ing as well, at the same step. This fast,
complex marching is done while each

member is playing an instrument, and -

all the while the Color Guard is weav-
ing in and out, perfectly executing
their part in the show.

When any band member is asked,
“Are you are the star?” the answer is.
the same, “We all do our best.” No one

person is a star or claims to be. When
one of the members has a problem, the
whole band lends support.
I am not a music person,solcan ..
only comment on our band. The 200
plus individuals truly perform an
amazing show and work as a team! -
The hours of practice both individually -
and together tells me one thing: They
have to enjoy what they do; for no one.
would put in gll the work to get so lit-
tle recognition! .
I urge you to go to the next band -

performance and marvel at the com-
mitment to quality that every person
in the band, color guard and school has .
and the unlimited energy they put
forth. v

‘Thank you band members, color
guard, music staff, parents and com-
petitors for an exciting four years of
watching.

PR

Mark A, Erickson
Plymouth

| Politics of manipulation

I am totally vexed with the incompe- -
tence Gore and the Democrats are
showing to steal this election. If they
do steal it, what kind of respect do s
they think they’ll get from Americans?"
Or do Americans want to be on strings;
like Punch and Judy. 1 am a citizen
and I am disgusted. Who do I go to for
help? The President, who is Democrat,
our justice system that has failed and
are showing no authority whatsoever . -
during this crisis?

What I have heard of the recount, 1t
is now more in the classification of
manipulation. Holdmg ballots up to

£

. the light, not counting veterans’ bal-

lots because they are not postmarked.
Who's kiddirig who? Where are the ‘
Republicans — why are they not being
heard from when all this is going on.
Something is dangerously wrongin ..
this whole maneuver as it has been for"
the past eight years with the Democ- -
rats. This election should have been -~
over on the 8th of November. Let Con- -
gress run the nation for the next four
years while the Ds and Rs play their
silly games. C’'mon somebody, help us -
Americans — we are still law abiding, -
more than can be said of ma;or politi-.
cal parties. -

Walter B. .Hamilton“

Livonida'
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Class shows in state recount
‘as does our elections law

On Monday, they started recounting the votes in
Michigan’s Eighth Congressional District, where
State Sen. Mike Rogers (R-Brighton) squeaked out
a 160-vote victory over State Sen. Diane Byrum
(D-Onondaga) in the November election. Does any-
body expect a Florida-style recount, replete with
chads dimpling, lawsuits and counter suits dueling
and harsh accusations flying?

Nope How come?

. It’s partly
because both can-
didates are sane,
sensible people
who both ran a vig-
orous but civilized
campaign. Class
shows, and both
Rogers and Byrum
are classy people.
They both deserve
a lot of credit for
the way they've
conducted them-
selves after such a
close election (a
160-vote margin
out of 297,533
votes cast amounts

Phil Power

to less than 1/10 of 1 percent).

It’s also partly because Michigan law is very
clear on the subject of recounts and punch card
ballots, which are used in 95 percent of the
precincts in the Eighth District.

“The law specifies that if the ballot is punched
enough to produce a chad with two corners
attached (a “swinging chad”) or with one corner
attached (a “hanging chad”), the vote counts. But
chads with three corners attached don’t count, nor
do “dimpled” or “pregnant” chads (i.e. those with
an indentation showing but not punched out).

The squadrons of lawyers now arguing about
voter intent in Florida wouldn’t make much of a
living in Michigan. “Michigan law is more
advanced than Florida’s,” retired elections attor-
ney Tom Downs, of East Lansing, told Mike Mal-
ott, head of this newspaper’s Lansing news ser-
vice. “Florida is like we were in 1950.”

Former Gov. G. Mennen Williams won two very
close races in 1950 and 1952, both on recounts.
Much of the procedural administration of recount-
ing ballots got settled back then and enacted into
law, according to Downs. Most importantly, the
relatively civil recount in the Eighth District is the
outcome of a political culture in Michigan that has
been relatively honest and intolerant of vote steal-
ing for many years.

I remember some fairly suspicious goings-on
during the 1964 gubernatorial election, when
Democrat Neil Staebler got badly beaten by
Republican George Romney.

Detroit City Clerk George Edwards, Jr., the son
of a well-known judge, had staked his political
career on installing the newly developed punch

card system in the city. It didn’t go well. Election

night, some people were spotted running down a

windy Woodward Avenue, chasing down a bunch

of punch cards that had spilled out of a ballot box.

Who knows which cards — and whose votes —
wound up being counted.

I figure some vote stealing went on that night,
but Romney’s margin was 8o enormous it didn’t
make any difference.

The biggest continuing opportunity for election
fraud in Michigan, of course, is in absentee ballots.
The system involves getting your election workers
into nursing homes and other areas where senior
citizens, in particular, often find it convenient to
vote absentee, You “assist” the seniors in filing out
applications for absentee ballots and then you
come back to “help” fill out the ballots.

But this stuff pales when compared with the
long tradition of vote stealing in the South and in

i

That’s what’s so sad about the cur-
rent mess situation in Florida. The
almost certain result will be to per-
suade many, many people that elec-
tions are intrinsically fraudulent. ...

northern big cities like Chicago. The late Presi-
dent Lyndon Johnson — who bore the nickname
“Landslide Lyndon” after winning a recounted
election to the U.S. Senate in 1948 by 87 votes —
once told me how they did it down in Texas. In
those days, absentee voting was done on paper bal-
lots, using balipoint pens. If you wanted to spoil a
ballot during the recount, you simply ran your
thumbnail over the “X” mark on the ballot, smear-
ing the ink outside the box and disqualifying the
vote.

That’s what’s so sad about the current mess sit-
uation in Florida. The almost certain result will be
to persuade many, many people that elections are
intrinsically fraudulent and that the central act of
our democracy — citizens freely casting their vote
— will be rendered illegitimate.

The bad consequences of all this for our democ-
racy cannot be overstated, and both presidential
candidates, their advisors, their lawyers and the
entire Florida political class fully deserve the con-
temptuous judgment of history that they surely
will receive.

Phil Power is chairman of HomeTown Com-
munications Network Inc., the company that
owns this newspaper. He welcomes your com-
ments, either by voice mail at (734) 953-2041,
Ext. 1880, or by e-mail at ppower@
homecomm.net

Commemorate Michigan’s
first Pearl Harbor Day

“Yesterday, December 7, 1941 - a date which
will live in infamy - the United States of America
was suddenly and deliberately attacked by naval
and air forces of the Empire of Japan.”

Infamous it was, indeed:

Under the cloak of peaceful negotiations, the
Empire of Japan had launched a surprise attack
against Pearl
! Harbor, Hawaii,

~crippling the U.S.
Navy's Pacific
Fleet and killing
2,335 and wound-
ing 1,143 Ameri-
can service mems-
bers.

Worse still (and
often overlooked),
the assault on
Pear]l Harbor was
part of an orches-
trated military
campaign by the
Japanese Empire
that encompassed
nearly simultane-
ous attacks against Malaya, Hong Kong, Guam,
the Philippine Islands, Wake Island and Midway
Island.

At this dire moment when the new, treacher-
ously pressed war’s outcome was in gravest
doubt, President Franklin D. Roosevelt knew
that Pearl Harbor must be the nation’s victorious
rallying cry:

“No matter how long it may take us to over-
come this premeditated invasion, the American
people in their righteous might will win through
to absolute victory.”

1i was a viciory Lie wouldn'l live to see. Siili,

Thaddeus G. McCotter

his faith in “the unbounding determination of our

people” proved justified as Americans fulfilled
President Roosevelt’s vow and gained “the
inevitable triumph.”

Yet the sacrifices to win were enormous and,
consequently, those Americans who lived through
those tortuous times that led to our country’s vie-
tory over tyranny will forever remember the
attack on Pearl Harbor.

But the greatest enemy, time, is taking its toll
on the ranks of the “Greatest Generation”; and
their passing makes it imperative that future
generations be informed of and inspired by the
fateful events of Dec. 7, 1941,

Why?

Because, as President Roosevelt clearly foresaw
in those dark hours, Pearl Harbor was not only
an immediate military defeat, it was also a per-
petual warning. And he well knew that before

Dec. 7th’s warning could resonate with future
generations through the sheer power of its
“infamy,” it must first live in memory.

“But always will our whole nation remember
the character of the onslaught against us ... (and)
make it very certain that this form of treachery
shall never again endanger us.”

This year, the state of Michigan has taken to
steps to keep President Roosevelt’s promise to
always remember the treacherous attack on Pearl
Harbor. The first step is House Bill 6139, intro-
duced by Rep. Larry Julian, R-Lennon, and
Randy Richardville, R-Monroe, to name part of I-
69 in Shiawassee and Genessee Counties the
“Pearl Harbor Memorial Highway.” (Senate pas-
sage and the governor’s signature are expected.)

Secondly, on June 14, 2000, Gov. Engler signed
Public Act 157 and, thereby, officially established
Dec. 7 as “Pearl Harbor Day” in Michigan. Thus,
starting this year, on Dec. 7 individuals, govern-
mental and educational institutions, and commu-
nity organizations are encouraged to “pause ...

For in commemorating Pearl Harbor
Day, we not only respect the past, we
protect the future.

and reflect upon the courage and sacrifice of
those who died or were injured in that attack.”

Succinetly, Pearl Harbor Day honors the veter-
ans and echoes the lesson of thelr loss: Namely,
tial a free and sovereign peojne must be ever vig-
ilant against threats to their liberty.

True, at different times in our nation’s history
the price of vigilance has varied: Some genera-
tions must fight and die to protect freedom; oth-
ers, like ours on this inaugural Michigan Pearl
Harbor Day, must remember those who paid such
a terrible price protecting freedom. For in com-

‘memorating Pearl Harbor Day, we not only

respect the past, we protect the future.

By honoring the heroism and heeding the
warning of Dec. 7, we take one small but neces-
sary step in ensuring that our children, God will-
ing, are spared the supreme sacrifices of war.

State Sen. Thaddeus G. MeCotter, R-Livo-

nia, represents the 9th Senate District in
Lansing, The district includes Livonia, Ply-
mouth, Plymouth Township, Redford Town-
ship and part of Canton Township.

Mike Malott

Marc Shulman is likely to be win a choice posi-
tion — chair of the powerful House Appropriations
Committee — when assignments are handed out
later this month by speaker-elect Rick Johnson.

State Rep. Shulman, R-West Bloomfield, won’t
confirm word that he’ll get that post, saying that
it is up to Johnson, R-LeRoy, to make such
announcements.

However, Shulman does admit he’s “meeting
with the House Fiscal Agency, already started
meetmg with people, and looking at budget
issues.”

Johnson is expected to announce committee
‘assignments for the coming year shortly after the
conclusion of the state Legislature’s lame duck
session, scheduled to wrap up Thursday, Dec. 7.

But for now, it’s the worst kept secret in Lans-
ing.

Those committee assignments, when they come,
will likely constitute the “dropping of the other
shoe” in what had appeared to be a disappointing
leadership election for southeast Michigan in the
House Republican caucus last month, The GOP
caucus had elected to leadership only a few law-
makers from the region, and none from Oakland
or Livingston counties.

Wayne County’s Rep. Bruce Patterson R-Can-
ton, was picked for Majority Floor Leader, Rep.
Laura Toy, R-Livonia, also from Wayne, was
named Majority Caucus Chair; and Rep. Larry
Julian, R-Lennon, won an Associate Speaker Pro
Tem position. Julian’s district includes Shi-
awassee County and parts of Clinton County.

The remainder of the top jobs went to outstate
Republicans.

It also might have looked like a disappointment
for southeast Michigan when Republicans tapped
Johnson for the role of Speaker of the House. In
doing so, the caucus rejected bids by Reps.
Andrew Raczkowski, R-Farmington Hills, and
Patricia Godchaux, R-Birmingham, for that key
post. Johnson hails from the 102nd House dis-
trict, based in Osceola County in central northern
Michigan.

But in doing so, they also rejected a bid by Rep.
Mark Jansen, R-Grand Rapids. His name too was
in the ring for the speaker’s job and he had been
considered the front runner by many. After all,
western Michigan —~ the Grand Rapids, Kent
County area — is the traditional power base of the

Shuilman likely
to win top job as
appropriations
chairman |

GOP in this state.

It took a north-east coalition within the party to="~
overcome the strength of western lawmakers.

Indeed, according to House staffers, Johnson’s.
victory turns out to be good news for southeast
Michigan. That will become clearer when commit-z.
tee assignments come our later this month,
according to staffers.

“I expect that Oakland County will be well rep-
resented when those assignments are made,
Shulman said.

Rep. Nancy Cassis, R-Novi, too, believes the
leadership lineup will be good for the region. Cas-i<x:
sis is expected to retain her current post as chair &+
of the House Tax Policy Committee, the number -
two committee post and consudered tobe a leade
ship slot. v -

“I expect Marc Shulman and Rick Johnson wil
bring together a coalition that will be very effec-
tive for Oakland County in the next two years,”
she said.

It all goes back to the status of Oakland Coun~ g
ty, and now Livingston County too, as a “donor
county.” Lawmakers label Oakland as a “donor
county” because it sends off to Lansing more in
tax dollars than it receives back in services. And
the amount of the donation has been growing
each year. Until recently, Oakland was the only *.*
county in the state that fell into the donor catego-:7
ry. In 1997, the latest year for which compléte fig~e
ures are avallable Liwngston County joined Oakeix:
land as a donor. The trend in taxation and spend-*
ing will likely keep it in that category for the fore-
seeable future. 4 Y

Staff and lawmakers alike believe the size of ¢
the region's donations have to do with the fact it
typically has not done well in leadership elec-
tions. s

While no one envisions the region will suddenly~”
become a recipient of state tax money rather than:

a donor, they are hoping to pare back or slow the> g
rate of donation.

“The proof will be in the puddmg, whether we
can get some dollars from the state to fulfill some
of these unmet needs,” Cassis said. “We'd like to:
be able to do more for the growing areas.”

Mike Malott reports on the local implica-
tions of state and regional events. He can be
reached by phone at (248) 634-8219 or by e-
mail at mmalott@homecomm.net. '

%fwm G

In this season of celebration, -
John Del Signore and his son
Tino would like to thank
all the individuals and
organizations who
have made Laurel
. Manor Michigan’s

b

o Yours |

Please join us for our special ‘b
New Year’s Eve Gala i

and experience the
Del Signore family’s ‘
personal commitment B &
to delighting you ¥
and your guests i

"

premier banquet
and conference

Elaﬂor hospitality and 5

with world-class \

service. o

center.

39000 Schoolcraft « Livonia, Michigan ® 7:

BANQURT AND ViDeD CONFERENCE CENTER
Please call for information.

34.462.0770
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