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guide inside
this issue
of the Observer aims
"to take the stress out
of your holiday
shopping experience.

Canton Township offices
will be closed Thursday
and Friday, Nov. 23-24.
They will reopen at 8:30
a.m. Monday, Nov. 27.

Summit on the Park will
be open 8 a.m.-noon
Thursday and 6 a.m.-9
p.m. Friday. Regular
hours are scheduled for
Saturday and Sunday.

The Canton Library will be
closed Thursday. The
library will reopen at 9:30
a.m. Friday.

for Thursday will be
made on Friday.

Arts & Leisure. A holzday
classic, “The Nutcracker
Ballet,” returns to Livo-
nia Saturday, Dec. 2,
and Plymouth Saturday-
Sunday, Dec. 9-10. Go
backstage with local
musicians and dancers
in Sunday’s Observer.
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BY HEATHER NEEDHAM
STAFF WRITER
hneedham@oe.homecomm.net

Canton trustees last week took steps
toward hiring a new fire marshal and
approved hiring a consulting firm that
specializes in testing police and fire

P

Canton, Michigan

. The townshi F board has hired an Ann Arbor-

ting firm to aid in its search for a
new fire marshal. There are two candidates
from within the department, according to
Canton Fire Chief Mike Rorabacher.

employees to see if they are good candi-
dates for particular jobs. :

The Canton Township Board Nov. 14
voted 6-0 with Supervisor Tom Yack
absent to approve hiring Career Direc-
tions of Ann Arbor for $5,000. .

The evaluation process will consist of

an oral examination, a personal inter-
view and the Myers-Briggs Type Indi-
cator assessment, a personality profile
test.

Canton Fire Chief Mike Rorabacher
said there are two internal candidates

interested in the fire marshal position

— Frank Barrett and Greg Sprys-Tell«
ner, both fire inspectors. By union con-
tract, both men are considered eligible
for the fire marshal job. Barrett has
been with the department 15 years and
Spry-Tellner for 12.

BY HEATHER NEEDHAM
STAFF WRITER
hneedham@oe. homecomm.net

and pumpkin pie.

pasta and yarn.

giving than reading from a book.

Thanksgiving firsthand,” she said.

lies.

with the Pilgrims.”

ing.
“The food,” he said.

Rolling ‘Mayflower’
unites two schools
for holiday feast

he Mayflower arrived at a Van Buren elementary
school last week filled with Pilgrims prepared to
feast with Indians on turkey, potatoes, stuffing

Students from Elwell Elementary dressed as Pilgrims
and visited Tyler Elementary, where students dressed
as Indians served up the traditional Thanksgiving fare.

The “Mayflower” was actually a school bus, filled with
Elwell students who met the Tyler students in the

~ parking lot, The Tyler students presented their Pilgrim
dinner guests with beaded necklaces made of colored

Tyler third-grade teacher Nancy Markel said the
feast is a better way to teach students about Thanks-

“(Students) are actually able to experience the first

Elwell fourth-grade teacher Lynn Lapointe said,
“They learn about the Pilgrims and the Indians, and
they just love meeting students from other classes.”

Surplus feast food went to the Belleville First United
Methodist Church’s food closet and to area needy fami-

Students said the mock first Thanksgiving feast was
fun — and a good excuse to chow on their favorite foods.

“1 like it because we celebrate the Indians,” said
Emily Marshall, 8, a Tyler third grader. “They shared

Robert Lewis, 10, a Tyler third grader, said “It’s fun
having different kinds of people around.”

Deante McCullough, 9, also a Tyler third grader, had
a simple answer to his favorite part about Thanksgiv-

Holiday mood: Sara Watson. 6. ponders all that
she has to be thankful for at Tyler Elementary
Friday. In the photo at top, Katelin Strine-Dan-
ner (left) and Crystal Atwood, both 7, await
their serving of a Turkey feast A group of stu- -
dents dressed as Pilgrims from Elwell Elemen-
tary joined the Indians at Tyler Elementary for
a traditional meal of turkey, stuffing, potatoes,
corn and cranberry sauce prepared and served
by parent volunteers.
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sarch is on for fire marshal

If both candidates pass the tests, the
decision about whom to hire will be
based on seniority. Because both
inspectors are familiar with the techni-
cal aspects of the job, they will not.
have to take a written test, Rorabacher
said.

But the other part of the job requires-

- extensive people skills. Fire marshals

must not only give fire safety demons
strations to school children but enforce
fire code.

Plonsc scc SEARCH, A2

Blaze
destroys
mobile
home

BY HEATHER NEEDHAM
STAFF WRITER
hneedham@oe.homecomm,net

A Canton man whose home burned
down to a pile of ashes early Saturday
morning has turned down offers for
help despite being uninsured for the
loss.

Kenneth Wood, whose Sherwood
Estates mobiie home burned down Sat-
urday, is living with family, according
to Capt. Jim Davison of the Canton
Fire Department. Attempts to reach
Wood for comment were unsuccessful.

Davison, spokesman for the Canton
Firefighters Charity Foundation, said
Wood turned down offers for help from
the group. The "ounr‘atmn has hr-\]ped
LzeT { anion ’QY’,s [EEE- T >
from fires and other mqasters, :such as

ot

Please see BLAZE, A2

Townshi
goes green

STAFF
hneedham®@oe.homecomm,net

Canton has started a program that
will allow people to honor or memorial-
ize loved ones and also provide needed
benches and trees for the community’s

parks.

The as yet unnamed program wzll
give peaple the opportunity to purchase
trees or park benches with their loved
ones’ names on them, said Ann Con-
klin, leisure services director. -

The township board approved the '

program at its regular meeting Nov.v

_14. The program’s proposed name;

“Memorial Bench and Tree Program”.
will be changed so that living persons
can be included.

“The program) pays for itself,” Sia.l,d
Conklin, who oversaw a similar pro-
gram in Qakland County’s Indepen:
dence Township, where she formerly
“Parks will have some much-
needed amenities added to them and
it’s a good way to remember SOmebody
or honor somebody.”

Under the program, donors would
pay for the products and mstallat:on,

wrroym A
WOTKEG,

" and the township would provide mam-

tenance.

The first person memorialized w1th- a
tree and bench was Elaine Weisg, a
longtime Public Safety employee who

Please see ‘I’REES, A4

‘Captain’ comes to life wzth help of Hoben student

BY HEATHER NEEDHAM -
STAFF WRITER
hneedham@oe.homecomm.net

Captain Underpants, a 40-foot tall
children’s book hero armed with a big
smile and plunger, will be coming to
life as one of the balloon floats in the
74th America’s Thanksgiving Parade

in Detroit, thanks to the artistic vision .

More parade partic?pants, A11

of a Canton boy.
Nick Purcell, a Hoben Elementary

- fifth-grader, was one of two winners of

the Skillman Foundation Float and
Balloon Design Contest. Purcell’s pen-
¢il, colored pencil and glitter drawing
of Captain Underpants has been made
into a balloon float.

Purcell said he was inspired to enter
“the balloon design contest after read-
ing Dav Pilkey’s children’s book, “Cap-
tain Underpants and the Attack of the
Talking Toilet,” which was published
in 1999. It is one of a series of tongue-
in-cheek adventures featuring Captain
Underpants. .

“I started reading the book and got
an idea about (a drawing),” Purcell

said. “I think (creating art) is very nat-.
ural to me, If you try your hardest, you
can do it.”

He sald he’s lookmg into pursumg
art as a career, and might take college
classes to see 1f it’s what he wants to,

“do.
Leo McManimon, Purcell’s teacher

&

_— o ——————
Please see PARADE, A4
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“Most (fire) code enforcement
involves telling people things
they don’t necessarily want to
hear,” he said. For instance,

' sometimes a fire marshal has to
tell a business owner that
they’re required to put in a
sprinkler system, which is very
costly.

Balancing the roles of code
enforcer with fire prevention
educator requires the right fire
marshal candidate to possess the
“patience of a saint,” Rorabacher
said.

As a code enforcer, the ideal
fire marshal should be more con-
cerned with educating people
about fire code than writing tick-
ets and taking violators to court,
he added. : :

Documents presented to the
board described the fire marshal
position as such:

“The fire marshal position
requires technical ability and
extensive people skills. It is
most important to have someone
in that position who can interact
positively. The Fire Prevention
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Bureau personnel are the corner-
stone of the fire education pro-
gram and are constantly in the
public eye with their fire safety
demonstrations and the fire safe-

-ty house.”

The previous fire marshal,
Dave Champagne, stepped down
in August after serving since
May 1997. He replaced longtime
fire marshal Art Winkel, whe
retired in January 1997,

Champagne was out of town
and unavailable for comment.

Holiday crafts
for kids focus
of workshop

Do you need extra time to do
some last minute Christmas
shopping? Well here’s your
chance. .

Drop your children (ages six to
eleven) off for a day at Summit
on the Park. While you're cir-
cling the parking lot for a park-
ing spot at the local mall, your
children will be constructing
holiday crafts, playing games
and swimming with the Summit
Day Camp and Preschool staff.

The workshop is being held
from 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. on Sat,,
Dec. 2 and Sat., Dec. 9 in the
Arts T room. The cost per child
ig $34 for an Annual Pass Hold-
er, $38 for a Canton resident,
and $50 for a non-resident.
Space is limited and registration
must be conducted in person at
-Summit on the Park, 46000
Summit Parkway.

Children attending need to
bring a swimsuit, towel, lunch
and drink. For more informa-
tion, call Summit on the Park at
(734) 397-5110.

. —

STAFF PEOTO BY PAUL HURSCHMANN

Rubble: The remains of the trailer get sorted through by a salvage company.

B Iaze from page Al

a gas explosion Aug. 7 that
destroyed a Canton couple’s
home.

“We offered and he declined,”
Davison said, adding that he was
gsurprised. “Usually the hands
are out — he said he doesn’t real-
ly need or want our help.”

The foundation raises money
through community fund-raisers
and through tax-deductible
donations.

A cause has not yet been
determined for the fire, which
destroyed Wood’s mobile home
and damaged three others.

No one was injured in the 5:54
a.m. Saturday, Nov. 18 fire in
Sherwood mobile home park,
located on Haggerty south of
Michigan. The blaze caused
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The Diamond Line Bracelet

FOR THE NEXT THOUSAND YEARS

Christmas

A DIAMOND IS FOREVYER
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Pamily Ouwned & Operated Since 1 994
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N
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Q‘"r«m
DONALD B, BUsH
GRADUATE GEMOLOGLST

509 Ann Arbor Trail (between Lilley & Main), Plymouth ¢ 455-3030
‘Aﬂ_maq‘or credit cards accepted ¢ Extended Christmas hours » Free Lay-a-way Open Sundays
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about $70,000-$80,000 damage
to four mobile homes and a stor-
age shed.

More specific damage figures
will be available once the resi-
dents’ insurance companies sur-
vey the damage.

Three adjacent homes received
extensive heat damage, said
Canton Fire Chief Mike
Rorabacher.

“We believe it to be acciden-
tal,” he said of the suspected
cause. “There didn't seem to be
any motive for arson.”

Canton Police and Fire units
responded following a 911 call
from a neighbor’s residence.
Upon arrival, firefighters found
the mobile home completely
engulfed in flames. Firefighters

also had mobile homes on either
side and to the rear of the above
address directly exposed to the
fire. All occupants were able to
exit their homes without injury.

Neighbor Adrienne Georgeson,
whose mobile home sustained
some damage to the skirting,
witnessed the fire.

“It' was unbelievable,” George-

son said. “It went up so quickly —
it was scary.”

Canton firefighters quickly
brought the fire under control.”

The Canton Fire Investigation
Unit, consisting of both firefight-
ers and police officers, is investi-
gating the fire scene to deter-
mine the cause and origin of the
fire.

Trustees meet Tuesdays

The Canton Township Board
of Trustees meets on the second
and fourth Tuesday each month
at the administration building,
1150 S. Canton Center Road.

Regular meetings begin at 7
p.m. in the meeting room on the
first floor.

L Now for:
0% off all se

There is a citizens comment
gection at the beginning of each
meeting.

Agendas are available from
the Canton Township Clerk’s
office on the day of the meeting
or from the township Web site:
www.Canton-mi.org

limited time, we're offering
es on your first visit to our salon!
Expires 12-31-00

696 N. Mill Street
Old Village * Plymouth
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Christmas Future.
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FREE
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Christmas Present.
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(Your wish is granted.

After Thanksgiving Clearance

~

0-70%

on.selected merchandise throughout the store.

Open Early Friday at 8 am.
Hurry in and gobbﬂle up_the savings.

*Savings off original prioés of selected merchandise as identified by signs. No adjustments made on priorl purohases.

Birmingham o (248) 644-6900 Livonia  (734) 591-7696 -
Rochester s (248) 651-6000 | |
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| jacobsons.com




A4(C)

The Observer & Eccentric/ THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 2000

Trees from page Al |

died of cancer in 1999. Canton i ‘(Elaine Weiss) cer-
Police Capt. Alex Wilson helped tainly was a very con-

push for the program so that .
~ Weiss could be memorialized. scientious, hard-work-

-St. Joseph Mercy Hospitad-
Ann Arbor is presenting its 25th

. : J 3 = - - y
The dedication of Weiss’ tree  ing industrious person. Anniversary Holiday Ball 6 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 2 at the Michigan

and bench was Nov. 17 in Her- iy

itage Park, near the gazebo. -Capt. Alex Wzlson, 3 N versity A
“People in the department  Canton Public Safety Department Aiag!giﬁll - University Ave.,

wanted to do something as a 11 AATDOT.

remembrance of her,” Wilson

said. “They wanted to do some-

thing as a department.”

This year’s event is entitled
“The Grand Ball: Celebrating St.
Joe’s Past, Present and Future.”
Proceeds will benefit the Cam-
paign for Women’s Health, a
$13.5 million fund-raising pro-
ject to construct a Women’s
Health Center on St. Joe’s cam-
pus. The goal of the 2000 Holi-
day Ball Steering Committee is
L to raise $600,000 for the
M Buy a plaque for an existing Women’s Health Campaign
through this event. . '

A v X M A 6-foot bench for $650

He said Weiss had many @A 4-foot bench for ﬁsso

admirable qualities. B A 4-foot caliper linden tree,

“She certainly was a very con- $460

scientious, hard-working indus-~ B A 2-foot caliper flowering

trious person,” Wilson said. “She .5 $350

was very caring ~ but she also B An 8 to 10-foot white pine

had a mischievous streak.” - $250 ’
- People wishing to honor or

memorialize someone with a tree tree, $150
or bench may buy: , ’
- B An 8-foot bench for $750

St. Joseph Mercy sets
"Holiday Ball for Dec.

. The event will recognize the

tographs and memorabilia fro:
past Holiday Ball events will

featured, and a keepsake boo
on the history of the Holid:
Ball has been produced to honor
the volunteers and past chai
who have worked on this annu;
event. Jan Lyons, a long-tin
hospital volunteer, chairs th
year’s event. Tickets to the Ho
day Ball are $1,000 or $1,250
per couple; corporate tables fi
or 10 guests are $5,000 an
$7,500, respectively. Underw
ing opportunities are also avai
able. Holiday-themed deco
tions, including trees, from “
Grand Ball” are also for sale
week before the Holiday Ba
Please call the Developm

work of 25 past chairs of the Office at St. Joe’s at (7384) 71
Holiday Ball. Vintage pho- 4040 for more information.

Verizon Wireless

Christmas Past.
Christmas Future.

Christmas Present.

Get 1,100 minutes for
just $19.99 monthly access

[160 weekday / 1,000 night and wsekend minutes}
fiLL RATES RAE VALID AS LONG RS YOU'RE ON THE PROGRAM

Kant even more minutes?
Here you go:

hdli s manthiy sccess
1’800 i?:v: ::igh:gﬁ‘unekand “ 29‘99
3,600 g,'&:’ ﬁ:ﬁ?&'unma Il $49.99 montily access

NO LONG DISTANCE CHRARGES

and FREE activation
on these two plans.

PLUs, 6B A DIOTTAL PHONE .

FREE

AFTER $50 Mar.~IN REBATE

] Cell

Bfm| e Joinin.

CANTON LIVONIA - HOLIDAY
44011 Ford Rd. 33833 Plymouth Rd. Mon. - Sat.
(Canton Corners)  (West of Farmington) 10 aé':.‘h&:yp'm'
(734) 981-7440 (734) 266-2300 11 a.m.- 4 p.m. it
awing of “Preposterous.

Rhinoceros,” which has been
made into a float. Both she and
Purcell will walk alongside their
respective displays.

~ The two winners, their fami-
s, school ‘teachers and princi-

von 9750 8

verizonvireless

Authorized dgent

“Simple. Affordable: National.

B Subject fo terms of Cellular Service Agreement & Price Plan. New ,!wo&éar contract and $30 aclivation fee required. $150 early termination fee. Requires credit approval. Digital service not available in all areas, COMA phone,
R required. Cannot be combined with other offers, Usage rounded o next fulf minute. Unysed ollowances lost. Taxes, toll, & other charges apply. Phane may vary by location. Plans include 3 months free Verizon Wireless Extras o1

§i which continues ot $11.99 per month until canceled. Weakdays 6 am - 10 pm M-F; Nights and Weekends 10 pm - 6 am M-F including clf day Sat. & Sun. Limiled time offer. Kyacerais o registered trademark of Kyocera Corporation:

d:an unveiling of 4

oaf and balloon at the
dio, 9600 M. Ellot,

B ‘It was wonderful to

see so many children
- wanting to be Involved
‘insome way Inthe

response to the contest and the
extremely high caliber of this
year’s entries,” said Kari
Schlachtenhaufen, interim pres-
ident of the Skillman Founda-
on. “It was wonderful to see so
7 ehild: wanting to.be

involved in some way in the
parade, a truly cherished Detroit

tradition.”

| ]oin Community Federal Credit Union And |

ou Could Be A Winner,
In More Ways Than One |

Eere’s néver been a better time to open an account at your Community credit union. Because for every new
deposit account opened by December 9, 2000 you'll get a chance to win one of these great prizes.

5 Second Prizes
$100 Cash

- First Prize
7-Day Caribbean Cruise Digital Phone &
~ For Two* One Year of Cellular Service™

New members win in other ways, too. You'll learn first-hand how outstanding service and a commitment to this
community really pays off. With great rates, free checking programs, Internet Banking and more, you can't lose!
Plus, Community Federal will donate $5 to the Plymouth Community United Way for every new member.

Bring a friend. Tell a family member and you both could win! Remember, anyone who lives or works
in Plymouth, Canton, Northville or Novi can become a part of our Community.

- www.cfcu.org

Plymouth Branch ¢'500S. Harvey ® (734) 453-1200
Canton Branch ¢ 6355 N. Canton Center Rd. ¢ (734) 455-0400

Northville Branch ¢ 400 E. Main Street ® (248) 348-2920 - M““&WHAW

Caontest restrictions: Must be 18 or older to enter. Community Federal Credit Union employees and immediate family are not eligible. No purchase necessary. )
Visit any branch for an entry fom. Drawing to be held December 12, 2000. All entries must be received by, Decetnber 9, 2000. Need not be present to win.
Odds of winning determined by number of entries received. *See any branch for details.

Community
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BERTHA J. ROLLER

Services for Bertha J, Roller,
70, of Farmington Hills were
held Nov. 21 at St. Clare of
Assisi Catholic Church with the
Rev. Fred Klettner officiating.
Burial was at Holy Sepulchre
Cemetery in Southfield.

Mrs. Roller was born Jan. 2,
1930 in Wyandotte and died
Nov. 18, 2000 in Royal Oak.

Mrs. Roller worked as a clerk
for the J.L. Hudson Company in
Detroit. Her interests included
art and painting.

Survivors include her hus-
band, William; two sons, William
(Charlotte) Roller of Troy and
Greg Roller of Farmington; two
daughters, Janice (Robin) Ungar
of Farmington Hills and Laurie
(Robert) Smiley of Canton; four
gisters, June Swan, Mary Korn,
Hattie Asmas and Wanda Bola-
ham.

Memorials may be made to
Monastery of the Blessed Sacra-.
ment, 29575 Middlebelt Road,
Farmington Hills, Mich. 48334.

Arrangements were made by
Thayer-Rock Funeral Home.

IRENE A. STELLER

Irene A. Steller, 87, of Farm-
ington Hills was born July 26,
1913 in Detroit and died Nov.
17, 2000 in Farmington Hills.
Internment was at Evergreen
Cemetery in Detroit.

Mrs. Steller was a graduate of
Farmington High School and
was the former owner of the
Bluebird Beauty Shop in Red-
ford. She was a great lover of
cats, owning nine of her own.

Mrs. Steller was preceded in
death by her sister, Goldie Ann
Mackey; two brothers, William
and Andrew Smith.

Survivors include two sisters,
Olga “Billie” Pickard of Ply-
mouth and Stella Newman of
Texas; also many nieces and
nephews.

Arrangements made by Thay-
er-Rock Funeral Home.

LESLIE EUGENE WOODWARD

Services for Leslie Eugene
Woodward, 82, of Canton Town-
ghip were held Nov. 18 at St.
John Neumann Catholic Church
with the Rev. George Charnley
officiating. Burial was at St.
Hedwig Cemetery.

Mr. Woodward was born Sept.
29,1918 in St. Louis and died
Nov. 16, 2000 in Canton. He
worked as a millwright.

He was preceded in death by
his wife, Mary. .

Survivors include four daugh-
ters, Madeleine (Bob) Libtow,
Joan (Hermann) Lohrer, Mary
Margaret Menendez and Gail
Woodward; four sons, L. Kevin
(Sherry Haeger), Craig (Del-
phine), Mitchell (Wendy) and
Kent (Cathy Smith); 21 grand-
children and 16 great-grandchil-
dren.

Arrangements were made by
Neely-Turowski Funeral Home
in Canton.

LORRAINE E. GENNARA

Services for Lorraine E. Gen-
nara, 77, of Westland were held
Nov. 21, at St. Raphael Catholic
Church with the Rev. Thomas
Kirwan officiating. Burial was

at St. Hedwig Cemetery in Dear--

born Heights.

Mrs. Gennara was born April
29, 1923 in Detroit and died
Nov. 18, 2000 in Westland. She
was a member of St. Raphael
Catholic Church. She was a
homemaker.

She was preceded in death by
her father, James Koslow and
her mother, Martha Koslow.

Survivors include four daugh-
ters, Susan M. Guill of West-
land; Gail E. Gennara of West-
land; Connie (Dennis) E. Ruff of
Northville; Mary M. Gennara of
Lansing; four sons, James M.
Gennara of St. Petersburg, Fla.;
Charles (Shelley) A. Gennara of

. Northville; Robert S. Gensiara of

Portage; Thomas (Shawn)R.,
Gennara of Lansing; brother,
James Koslow of Brighton;

CAMPUS NOTES

granddaughter, Michelle Stan-
field; granddaughter, Sherri
Brown; granddaughter Denise
Ruff; granddaughter, Jennifer
Baker; grandson, Steven Baker;
great-granddaughter, Hailee
Stanfield and great-grandson,
Brendan Stanfield. .

Memorials may be made to
Karmanos Canter Institute/Ply-
mouth Region, 744 Wing Street,
Plymouth, MI 48170-3446 or
American Diabetes Association/
Michigan Affiliate, Inc., 23100
Providence Drive, Suite 400,
Southfield, MI 48076-3680.

Arrangements were made by
Vermeulen Funeral Home in
Westland.

THOMAS R. PATLA

Services for Thomas R. Patla,
75, of Plymouth Township will
be held Nov. 25 at Our Lady of
Good Counsel Catholic Church
with the Rev. John Sullivan offi-
ciating. Burial will be at the
Riverside Cemetery in Ply-
mouth.

Mr. Patla was born Sept. 4,
1925 in Melcraft, Pa. and died
Nov. 20, 2000 in Plymouth. He
came to the Plymouth communi-
ty in 1973 and was a member of
Our Lady of Good Counsel
Catholic Church since 1973. He
was a member of the Mayflower-
Lt. Gamble V.F.W. Post 6695,
and the Plymouth Elks. He was
a member of the Polish League
of American Veterans #166. He
was the former owner/operator
of A&E Auto Glass in Plymouth
for 15 years. He served in the
Army during World War II. He
enjoyed hunting for fowl and
deer.

Survivors include his wife Lil-
lian; sisters, Josephine Sassney
of Canton; Pearl Jaja of
Philadelphia, Pa; and Angeline
Ludwig of Westland.

Memorials made be made to
the Angela Hospice or Mass
offerings. o ’

Arrangements were made by
Schrader-Howell Funeral Home.

A tough crowd for Santa

b e B e o

STAFF PHOTO BY TOM HAWLEY
Not ready for Christmas: One-year-old Julia Thompson of Canton did not want
to have anything to do with sitting on the lap of Santa (Andy Barbey of New
Boston). Brother Brent Thompson did have his picture taken with Santa by
P.S. Imaging & Events at the Westland Mall Tuesday morning.

HONORS

Andrea L. Clark, William .J.
Remski, Carissa L. Steele,
and Robert B, Sudz each
achieved academic excellence
while studying part time at
Wayne Community College. To
igl for the honors. the

grade point average of 4,7 or bet-
ter and accumulated at least 15
credit hours while attending
WCC part time for three consec-
utive semesters between Jan-
uary 1999 and May 2000. These
Plymouth students will be hon-
ored at the WCC Winter Honors
Convocation on Thursday, Dec.
14.

DBEAN'S LIST
Kyle C, Elliott, and Wayne C.
MeGlone, both of Plymouth, full

time students, were named to
the Dean’s list for the summer
quarter at Davenport University
(formerly Detroit College of
Business). To qualify for the
Dean’s list, the student must
achieve a 3.50 or better grade

point average at the end of a

Holli . Buck, Debra Creed,
Regina Renee Ratliff, Donald
Rozmiarek and Chantel
Marie Spieth, all part-time stu-
dents from Canton, were named
to the Dean’s list for the summer
quarter at Davenport University
(formerly Detroit College of
Business).

GRADUATES

Dean Georgoff of Canton has
fulfilled requirements for a bach-
elor of arts degree from Concor-

LYON TOWNSHIP

N O W

L EASING
MMEDIATE OCCUPANCY

LYON INDUSTRIAL RESEARCH CENTRE
Two brand new industrial'buildings, 14,800 & 17,200 square feet.
Convenient locations near I-96 and Milford Rd.
Brbkers Welcome/Full Commission

SINGH.

A TRADITION OF EXCELLENCE

caLL 248-865-1600

singhweb.com

RIDERS

»Complete Train Set
* Locomotive * 2 Freight Cars * Cahoose
* Clrole of Track ™ Power Pacle

|*Slot Car Racing Set

* 2 Super Fast Cere * 2 Cantrallers * Tune Up Ki2
* 12" of Track ™ Pewer Pask * Lifetime Werranty

»Rocket Starter Set
* Righ Flying Rocket * Hand Controller
* Launeh Pad * 2 Rocket Motors * ignitors

THIS FRIDAY ONLY !!

- 30991 5 Mijle Road

1 block east of Merriman

* While Suppiles Last

734-425-9720

_OFLIVONIA Livonia Mall -
2 Locations 7 Mile and Middiebelt
11012685 (next to the Post Office)

dia College in Ann Arbor. Dean
was in the Accelerated Degree
Program, and majored in
Human Rights Administration.

Five Van Buren Public Schools
students were awarded “Out-
standing Scholars” recognition
at the board of education’s most
recent meeting.

Students awarded were:

M Bailey Hall, 10, a fifth-grad-
er at Edgemont Elementary.

Nominator Karen Whiter-
Twigg said, “Bailey shows
enthusiasm for her studies,
takes pride in her work, works
hard at organization, but the
most noteworthy quality is her
willingness to go beyond expec-
tations to improve herself.”

B Monica Calhoun, 8, a third-
grader at Elwell Elementary.

Nominator Valerie Peters said,
“Monica receives A’s in every
subject. She has exceptional
reading and writing skills.

Students named ‘Outstanding’

VAN BUREN PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Excellent study habits. Her work
is always neat and on time.”

B Codi Rosochaki, 9, a fourth-
grader at Haggerty Elementary.

Nominator Jennifer Nordin
said, “Codi is a hard worker. He
stays on task and often helps his
peers. Is intelligent and has
great work habits. He is creative
and a great team worker and
problem solver. He is an excel-
lent critical thinker and a great
example for the class.”

B Stephen Burton, 10, a Sav-
age Elementary fifth grader.

Nominator Evelyn Larahell-

Brown said, “Stephen is an -

excellent student, respectful,
honest, kind, high sense of jus-

tice, cooperative, responsible,
trustworthy and has a whole-
some, humbile, confident atti-
tude.” ) -

B Tengbo Li, a 10-year-old
fifth-grader at Tyler Elemen-
tary.

Nominator Barbara Woody
said, “Tengbo is a very conscien-
tious student who always strives
to do his very best. He is an-
excellent writer, an exceptional
math student and an outstand-
ing artist. He goes over and
above the high expectation of his
GT classroom.” .

Pre-Lighted |
Christmas |/
Trees
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different selection
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natural and . ina
looking outdoor variety of
lights themes

Variety of
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Wreaths

874 W. Ann Arbor Road
- PLYMOUTH '
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o
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BY JULIE BROWN
'AFF WRITER
J rown@oe.homecomm.net

“ The stage at Adams Middle
School held 18 girls Saturday
night. All were winners, with
etesa Soleau of John Glenn
High School named 2001 Wayne-
Westland Junior Miss. -
i “Tonight, they will all walk
dway a winner,” said Patricia
Hermatz, co-chair with husband
Dennis for the Wayne-Westland
program. Outstanding high
school senior girls are featured,
this year 14 from John Glenn
and four from Wayne Memorial
High.
- Soleau, daughter of Marvin

and Christine Soleau, will go to

the state scholarship program
next March in Alpena. The girl
~qhosen there will represent

CANTON 6

(Ford Ad 1Miie W, of 1-:275 981

LFord Ad 1Mite W.ofl-275 9811900
. $4.00 Famil!’l'wlllgm 4-6pm dal!x
$5.00 Matinees til 6pm

$4.7% Kids & Senlors all shows
$5,75 with Student ID ALL SCREENS
SS 75 Late Shows Frl & Sat RUISIEIS 4
0 No Passes
" Unlimited Free Drink & .28¢ Corn Refllls

FAI. mmuss

SATURDAY & SUNDAY 11 AM

11/18 & 11/19
PAULIE (Pc)

& HOW THE GRINCH STOLE
ERCHRISTMAS (PG-13)
P12:10, 2:25, 440, 7:00, 8:20
M & RUGRATS IN PARIS (G}
®N1:10, 3:10, 4:50, 6:45, 8:45
(o IJTTLE NICKY (PG-13)
12:40, 2:50, 5:20, 7:45, 9:50
: OREQ PLANET (PG-13)
M 12:30, 2:40, 4:25, 7:10, 5:30
LICHARLIE'S ANGELS (PG-13)
bl 1:00, 3:00, 5:10, 7:30, 9:45 -
LIMEET THE PAREIITS (PG-13)
L 111:45, 2:15, 4:35, 7:20, 9:35

DALMATION OWNERS
{tyou care to particilpate in sharing
with oihers the responsibillties of
- Dalmation ownership at the theater

of [plaase 2all (734) 881-1804 or fax (734) 981-9873; l

COUPON
B=Fe [ . —

H The 34th annual program was to award more
than $15,000 in scholarships, the highest in its
history. The giris spent hundreds of hours in
preparation, all the while keeping up with their
studies, according to Charlotte Sherman, assis-
tant superintendent for general administration.

Michigan at nationals in June
2001 in Mobile, Ala.

Speakers Saturday included
Charlotte Sherman, assistant
superintendent for general
administration for Wayne-West-
land schools. She said school
bond construction made the tem-
porary move to Adams neces-
sary.

Sherman noted the 34th annu-
al program was to award more
than $15,000 in scholarships,
the highest in its history. The
girls spent hundreds of hours in

preparation, she added, all the
while keeping up with their
studies.

Soleau plans to attend Oberlin
College in Ohio, studying art
history and becoming a librarian
or museum curator. She wag just
one of many talented teens on
stage.

Others included: Mary Patillo,
second finalist; Lindsy Katoch,
first finalist; Angela Peterson,
third runner-up; Martha Crofts,
second runner-up; and Melissa
Nichols, first runner-up.

ENTERTAINING WI|TH

TIMELESS ELFJGANCE

Beautiful Bronze Mist
finish indoor dining set
features a 48" glass-top
table and four arm chairs,
Sale Price

*1,299.00

5 Piece set

Bakers Rack is 48" wide
and offers a marble-top
serving area, glass
shelves and a wine rack.
Sale Price

$799.00

Gracious serving always
with this metal, glass
and cast acorn tea cari.
Sale Price

$399.00

[ e m — = = = = -
" INSTANT HOLIDAY MONEY CERTIFICATE!

$ 10 OFF A MERCHANDISE TOTAL

$20 OFF /5818 ™

530 OFF

i . PLUS $10 OFF E’ACH ADDITIONAL $50 MERCHANDISE PURCHASE OVER 8200

OF $150 OR MORE

| wave

l ADDRESS

l CITYZIP.

| CUSTOMER MUST PAY AN

PRIOR SALES EXCLUDED SORRY NO LAYAWAYS .DURING THIS PROMOTION

ANY SALES TAX NOT REDEEMABLE FOR CASH _OFFER EXPIFIES 12/03/2000
HOLIDAY MONEY* NOT APPL:‘GABLE 'IOWAHDS SPRING/CRUISE 2001 MERCRANDISE
OR TOWARDS GIFT CERTIFICATE P!IRCHASE

$10 OF
$20 OF

SE FROM OUR ENTIRE STOCK OF
CHOOSE EROM QLB WOMENTS
FALL AND WINTER FASHIONS

OF $60

- LIVONIA
NEWBURGH PLAZA
37205 WEST SIX MILE
AT NEWBURGH ROAD

| 734-591-9244

OPEN MONDAY THRU FRIDAY 10am to 9pm

SATURDAY 10am to 7pm SUNDAY NOON to 5pm
PRIOF SALES EXCLUDED / NEW PURCHASES ONLY / SORRY, NO LAYAWAYS DURING THIS PROMOTION
CUSTOMER MUST PAY ANY SALES TAX / NOT REDEEMA
"HOLIDAY MONEY" NOT APPLICABLE TOWARDS SPRING/CRUISE 2001 MERC

ANY MERCHANDISE TOTAL

' NEWBURGH PLAZA®

ANY ME| CHAgDISE TOTAL
ANY MERCHANDISE TOTAL
OF $100 OR MORE

ANY MERCHANDISE TOTAL
-OF 150 OR MORE

BLE FOR CASH / OFFER EXPIRES 12/03/2000
HANDISE OR TOWARDS GIFT CERTIFICATE PURCHASES
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e-Westland names Junior Miss

- Saturday was time for 2001
Wayne-Westland Junior Miss
Brooke Robertson, a John Glenn
graduate, to say goodbye.

“Junior Miss has influenced
my life in a number of ways,”
Robertson said. She met many
people and her confidence got a
boost.

Robertson’s pleased to be a
role model for young girls. The
Eastern Michigan University
student’s also a Westland Police
Explorer.

Judges for the local Junior
Miss program based their deci-
sions on scholastics (20 percent),
interview (25 percent), talent (25
percent), fitness (15 percent) and
poise (15 percent).

Masters of ceremonies Satur-
day were Courtney Cagnon,
1999 Michigan Junior Miss, and
Randall Bhirdo, a WXYZ-TV
Channel 7 meteorologist.

Did you know?

B The first play-by-play foot-
ball game radio broadcast took
pace on Nov. 23, 19197 Texas

A&M blanked the University of

Texas, 7-0

M Andrew Carnegie, American
financier, philanthropist and
benefactor of more than 2,500
libraries, was born in Scotland
on Nov. 25, 1835?

B The most famous novel by
Louisa May Alcott was Little
Women?

W If you are feeling queasy,
experts recommend nibbling gin-
gersnaps, sipping ginger ale or
brewing a cup of ginger tea?

B Nellie Tayloe Ross became
the first female governor in the
U.S. when she was chosen to
serve out the last month and
two days of her husband’s term
as governor of Wyoming after he
died in office. She served from
January 1925 to January 1927.

Web Watch

Check out these Web sﬂ:eS'
B www.indidepolitics.com
W www.absoluthearts.com
B www.ukonline.gov.uk

B www.Bioggeography.com
B www.textilemuseum.org
B www.thebeatles.com

Just for kids

Here are some new children’s
books available at the library:

B What Happened on Planet Kid
by Jane Conly

W Star in the Storm by Joan
Harlow

W Will You Be My Friend by
Nancy.Tafuri Bird

Q&A

Q: Why do leaves turn color
and fall

A: In the fall, deciduous treés
turn carbohydrates in their
leaves into sugars and move
them into twigs, bud and down

. their roots for storage. Leaf cells

then break down, starting with
the chloroplasts, which contain
the green pigment chlorophyll.
This process reveals the yel-
lows, reds and oranges that
were present all along in the
leaves but were hidden under
green. After a dormant winter,
the trees will use that stored
sugar to feed spring growth.
Source; Davey Tree Service

Library construction update
For information visit the pro-
posed floor plan and our photo.
album of the expansion at our
Web site: www. cantonp!l. org

New CD-Roms

Here are some new multi-
media selections available from
the library:

W Fisher-Price Rescue Heroes
Hurricane Havoc

B Getting Acquainted with
Windows 2000

M Learning Publisher 2000

B Learning Windows 2000:
Security

For young readers

Here are some autobiogra-
phies for children

B The Man Who Paints Nature
by Thomas Locker

B Woodsong by Gary Paulsen

B To Space and Back by Sally
Ride

B Bounce Back by Sheryi
Swoopes

B A Winning Edge by Bonnie
Blair

v

@ the Canton Library is com-

-piled by Laura Dorogi of the

library staff. The library is at
1200 8. Canton Center. For more
information about library pro-
grams and services, call 397-
0999.

Arts Center group to meet

The next general meeting for
the Performing Arts Education
Center Core Committee will be
at 7 p.m. on Mon., Nov. 27 in the
Canton Township Administra-
tion Building, first floor Board
Room

Receive a

On the agenda is selection of
an architect for the proposed
arts center for Cherry Hill Vil-
lage.

‘MAIL-IN REBATE on

" any Nokia phone*

15w

HOLIDAY
HOURS
Mon. - Sat.
10 a.m.- 8 p.m.
Sunday
11am. -4 p.m:

v *With new actnvatton Offer expires 12-31 -2000.
**Wlth new activation. Offer expires 1-15-2001. Rebate applies to plans $29.99 and higher £
Restrictions apply. See store for details. ]

PLUS,

authorized
dealer

AIL-IN REBATE
on any AT&T phone™*

LIVONIA
33833 Piymouth Rd.
{W. of Farmington Rd.)

(734) 266-2300

- PLYMOQUTH
.903 W. Annh Arbor Rd.
(W. of Maih St.)
(734) 354-6000
CANTON
44011 Ford Rd.
{Canton Corners)

(734) 981-7440
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BY LAURIE HUMPHREY
STAFF WRITER .

Despite their defeat, propo-
nents of the Cultural Tax are not
giving up yet. Plans are under
way to put the issue before vot-.
ers in two years.

“That is the goal, to see if we
can do it again,” said Steve
Hamp, chairman of the Cultural
Coalition of Southeast Michigan
and president of Henry Ford
Museum and Greenfield Village.
“In many of the communities
that have succeeded with com-
munity cultural taxes, they have
had to do it (get it on the ballot)
more than once.”

According to Ed Bagale, Coali-
tion member and Lansing lobby-
ist for the University of Michi-
gan-Dearborn, work will begin
soon to get the issue before vot-
ers in 2002.

“We need to begin immediate-

iy,” he said. “Two years is not

that far away.”

Coalition members spent the
last six years working to secure
an on-going, albeit temporary,
funding source for state and
local cultural gems. Voters shot
down the Coalition’s work Nov, 7
by less than 1 percent in Oak-
land county and 5 percent in
Wayne county.

“We lost by less than two votes
per precinct in Wayne County,”
Bagale said.

If passed, Proposal A would
have raised over $44 million
annually for parks and cultural
centers throughout Wayne and
Qakland counties over the next
10 years. Two-thirds of the
money would have gone to 17
major cultural centers, such as
Henry Ford Museum, Detroit
Symphony Orchestra and Cran-
brook Institute of Science, while
one-third would have gone to
local communities for cultural or
recreation programs.

“One-third of the money from
Westland voters would’ve been
nsed for parks and cultural
activities in Westland,” said
Anne Masterson, director of com-

DETROIT, Nov. 20
/PRNewswire/ -- Though its
dhigitous red kettles appeared

R TETIPT) SRR PIEICAPRV I EPRIERTRE
end, The Salvation Army will
officially kick off its 2000 Christ-
mas Kettle Campaign during the
Detroit Aglow Tree Lighting at
Hart Plaza Monday evening.
'The kickoff will serve to stir up
public support for The Salvation
Army and announce the cam-

" paign’s-$4.6 million goal.

More than 250 kettle locations
will be active between Thanks-
giving and Christmas in Wayne,
Oakland and Macomb Counties.
In addition, many thousands of
households will receive direct
mail pieces asking for contribu-

HENRY FORD MUSEUM

American culture: This McDonald’s exhibit is part of
Henry Ford Museum’s celebration of the automobile. -
The museum is one of the 17 major institutions that
would have benefited from the arts tax.

munications for Detroit Renais-
sance, a group charged with
improving quality of life for
Detroiters.

tions to support the Army’s holi-
day efforts. Whether a person is
greeted hy a bell ringer on the

L Pt EEEER S VIR AR R o
box and secs the familiar red
shield, The Salvation Army asks
that the public respond by sup-
porting its work with people in
need.

Col. Franklyn Thompson, who
directs The Salvation Army in
east Michigan, said, “Time and
time again the people in metro
Detroit prove that this is one of
the most giving communities in
the nation. I believe that is
because people here realize just
how much we depend on their
support to continue our work
with those in need. Even more,

MUl paegee

Assessing the situation

Coalition members are in the
process of finding out why the
proposal failed.

they can see that in many cases
there isn’t much that separates
the ‘haves’ from the ‘have nots.
A few weeks of inempiovment or
some other misfortune and the
tables might be completely
turned.”

The Salvation Army is, a lead-
ing provider of human services
in the area. In a given year, the
Army provides 300,000 nights of
shelter and serves more than 1.4
million meals to the homeless
and hungry. In all, The Salva-
tion Army provides roughly 3
million direct services to the
community each year.

Between Thanksgiving and
Christmas, The Salvation Army
expects to assist 100,000 individ-

Arts tax supporters will try again

“It is so hard to speculate
when we lost by such a slim
margin,” said Masterson. She
believes “voucher confusion and
the short window of opportunity
we had to get the message out
were the biggest challenges.”

. The group bought airtime days
before the election to let people
know that Proposal A was differ-
ent from Proposal 1 (school
voucher plan.)

“In the polling that we did
before the election, it was clear
to us that there was a lot of con-
fusion in people’s minds. They
were confusing us with vouch-
ers,” said Masterson.

- Bagale hopes to start educat-
ing voters about Proposal A and
its beneficiaries months before
the 2002 vote. ,

“We know from the last elec-
tion that when we reached them
with the message, they were
very excited,” he said.

As the group gears up for
another vote, Coalition members
will focus attention on western
Wayne, north Oakliand and
downriver communities.

“We need to make them feel

like they are connected better,”
said Bagale. “In north Oakland
County, we could have gone in
there with the Pope and it still
would’ve failed.”

On the flip side, Proposal A
passed overwhelmingly in com-
munities closest to Detroit.

Had Proposal A passed, money
would have been diverted to the
following institutions:

Henry Ford Museum and
Greenfield Village; Music Hall;
Cranbrook Institute of Science,
Art Museum, House and Gar-
dens; Meadow Brook Hall and
Theatre; WITVS-Public Televi-
sion; Detroit Science -Center;

Holocaust Memorial Center;.

Detroit Historical Museum;
Detroit Zoo; Detroit Symphony

. Orchestra; Museum of African

American History; Michigan
Opera Theatre; Detroit Institute
of Arts; and Center for Creative
Studies.

salvation Army begins kettle campaign

uals in the tri-county area. Typi-
cal forms of assistance include
holiday meals, toy and gift dis-
tribution, aliiily payments, gro
cery vouchers, nursing home vis-
itation and winter coats for chil-
dren. In 1999, the Christmas
Kettle Campaign raised more
than $4.5 million. Roughly 35
percent of this total was raised
through kettle collections and 65
percent through direct mail
responses.

The Salvation Army Kettle
Campaign continues through
Saturday, December 23. To
make a contribution, simply stop
by the nearest kettle or call 248-

443-5500 to contact The Salva- -

tion Army center in your area.

Madonna Univeréity Chorale to perform Bach

The Madonna University
Chorale presents the Magnificat
of Johann Sebastian Bach 3 p.m.
Sunday, Dec. 10, at Grosse
Pointe United Methodist Church
and 3 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 17, in
the Felician Sisters’ Motherhous
Chapel. The chorale, which is
comprised of students, faculty
and local community members,
is conducted by Dr. David Wagn-

er, associate professor of music
at Madonna University.

One of the few choral works in
which J.S. Bach used Latin text,
the Magnificat was composed
premiere during Vespers on
Christmas Day in 1723, at the
church of St. Nicholas in Leipzig,
Germany. .

To commemorate the 250th
anniversary of J.S. Bach’s death,

the chorale will be accompanied
at both performances by the
Emerald Sinfonietta, under the
direction of Felix Resnick.

The public is welcome to
attend. Tickets are $20 for
adults and $15 for students and
seniors. Children under 12 are
free when accompanied by an
adult. A portion of the proceeds
will benefit Madonna University

Discover what affordable quality
retirement is all about.

A Senior Living Rental Community

37501 Joy Road » Westland

Large, Stylish Apartments

Full Size Kitchenettes

Three Waitered Meals Daily
Chauffeured Transportation

Enriching Social and Cultural Activities
Weekly Linen and Housekeeping
24-hour Emergency System

Beautifully Landscaped Courtyards
On-site Personal Care & health Services
NO APPLICATION FEE

Call today for

"

a FREE Tour
or Brochure..

EQUAL HOUSIKG
OPPORTUNITY

(734) 451-1155

L1013371

mugic scholarships.

Grosse  Pointe - United
Methodist Church is at 211
Moross Road in Grosse Pointe
Farms. For more information,
call David Wagner at (734)432-
5708 or by e-mail at
wagner@smtp.munet.edu

. + PINBALLS ¥}
;. » FOOSBALLS #8

f +SPORTS %
« GAMES *¥

/:”ﬂ)) HOURS:
PRl Mon.-Frl. 9-5:30
// Saturday 9-1

Cleveland Coin
35525 Schoolcraft Road
{1-96 Service Drive Between &5
Levan 8. Farmington Roads)
{734) 432-1040
TOLL FREE:

———ry

NEWS & NOTES |
FROM SMART

R

Don’t Spend A Penny More
On Parking!

Commuting daily to a job in downtown Detroit can cause a }
strain on you, your car, and your sanity! When the highway
seems like a parking lot and the parking lot seem like high- }
way robbery... there is salvation! Ride the SMART bus! :
For just $47 you can purchase a monthly
pass on SMART. That means
you’ll save on those outrageous
parking prices, gas money, wear
and tear on your car and leased
cars will save on miles.

No more paying for parking. No more
fighting traffic. No more filling up
your gas tank every couple of days.
And best of all, you don’t have to v .

do anything more than get on the SMART bus and enjoy
the suburb to city drive. Read a paper, work on your laptop, -
chat on'your cell - do whatever you want, because you

don’t have to drive! For complete details about SMART’s
suburb to city routes, call 313-962-5515.

7
A

7 “No more fighting traffic!
SEZ,..

No more stressfull commutes to work!”

Commbm’fy Transit Takes You
Right To Your Destination.

At SMART, we’re committed to rider convenience.

1 oy o ', T g
oty iy ddion e o e b service we o

ot

Community Transit. All you have to do is make a reservation
and we’ll drive you directly to your destination (within our {
service area). Community Transit services include the fol-  f
Jowing: * Advanced Reservation ¢ Dial A-Ride » Job Shuttle.
For your area community transit number, call (313) 962-5515.

“Have you seen the gas prices?!?
Smart people ride SMART!”

‘Job Express Takes You Right

New Job? Ride SMART Free! |
Got a new job within the past 30 days? Then you can ride

SMART free for a month, thanks to SMART's "Get A Job,
Get A Ride" program. Call 313-962-5515 for all the details.

To Your Work Door.

If your job is is within one mileof the Somerset Collection
South, Chrysler Tech Center, Groesbeck Corridor or
Lakeside Center, SMART’s Job Express can take you
directly to your work door. Just board a regular SMART
bus to one of these locations, then board the waiting Job
Express shuttle van. Ie'll take you directly to your work
door, for only 50¢. To reserve your return trip, simply teil
the driver when you need to be picked up or call SMAKRT.
For complete details about Job Express, call 313-962-5515.

(o}

RIDE . » .
Suburban Mobility Authority for Regional Transportation

More Routes. Record Ridership.
And So Many Reasons to Ride!
SMART' on a Roll.

(313) 962-5515 |

B1013518 ¢|

R
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The pian: An architect’s rendering of the proposed condominium, The Wilcox, look-

ing northeast from Ann Arbor Trail and Union Street in downtown Plymouth.

You'll have

your
- with

hands full
this offer.

Buy any Nextel

(niernei-ready pione

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER
tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net

How big is too big for down-
town Plymouth?
That question may be

answered soon as city leaders’

discuss a proposed high-rise con-
dominium project for the 2.15
acres known as the Wilcox prop-
erty on Penniman Street.

D&P Ventures has presented
its blueprints for a $10 million
condominium enterprise to the
Plymouth planning commission.
And, while almost everyone on
the commission agrees that aes-
thetically the project would be a
positive for downtown Ply-

mouth, most are concerned the-

six-story structure will dwarf
the city’s crown jewel, Kellogg
Park. -

“I think that’s what we're

going to hear the most at the

public hearing, a lot of concern

from the public on height,” said -
‘Doug Miller, planning commis-

sion chairman. “You're going to
get a lot of positive feedback on
the quality, but the height will
be a concern.”

“It looks like seven stories
with the loft apartments,” added
Rosita Smith, planning commis-
sioner. “Kellogg Park is a trea-
sure to the city, and it seems
this will block it. People are
wondering if we’ll have tall
buildings overlooking the park.”

Despite the concerns, Stan
Dickson of D&P Ventures
believes the setbacks from the
street will make the building
look smaller than it really is.

“It may be big, but it’s mas-
sively beautiful,” said Dickson.

Say it with
r

P
Sflowers
by Steve Mansfield

SIMPLE .
ARRANGEMENTS

Looking for some simple flower-
arranging ideas? Try timming a
large bunch of calla lilies to the same
height, tying them together with raffia
twine, and placing them in a clear
cylindrical vase. For something
4 el iyt omore o WAy

cutiing  the  stems  of a

for historic Wilcox property ur

B Most are concerned
the six-story structure
will dwarf the city’s
crown jewel, Kellogg
Park. : :

“It won't dwarf the park.”
Plymouth city commissioners
recently passed an ordinance
that limits construction around
Kellogg Park to a height of 50
feet, or approximately four sto-
ries. However, D&P Ventures
made its project application a
Planned Unit Development, in
which the city can overlook the
height ordinance for the 75-foot
high structure in exchange for
having more control of what is
planned on the property.
‘Dickson told planning commis-

sioners they should consider his

six-story structure because he is
ieaving the nearly 100-year-old
Wilcox House as part of the
plan, as well as a copper beech
tree, which at 150 years is the
second oldest of its kind in the
state.

“We've already given up sub-
stantial square footage in the
interests of everyone,” said Dick-
son. “We've analyzed all the
possibilities. We can go fewer
stories, but we won’t have the
same amenities. There are
financial considerations.”

Co-developer Tom Pomarolli,
who will soon be moving to Ply-
mouth, said the project is giving
up more than 40,000 square feet
of selling space te keep the
house and tree. ‘

“That’s why we need to be
compensated with the additional
two floors,” said Pomarolli.

“We could build a structure
that is 50-75 percent larger than
this with a flat roof, and go four
stories. But, that’s not in the
best interest of everyone,” said
Dickson.

When asked by Smith if lower-
ing the height would mean the
end for the house and tree, Dick-

veiled

son replied, “That’s certainly an
option.” - . ‘

Architect Joe Philips of Ply-
mouth presented the project to
the planning commission, telling
commissioners, “It’s what Jack
(Wilcox) wanted. We met with
Jack at Ernesto’s on Feb. 8 and
showed him the plans, and he
was just floored.”

Wilcox signed over the deed to

the property, agreeing to plans.

for a four-to-six story structure,
just before his death on June 30.

The main entrance to the con-
dos will be on Elizabeth Street.
There will be three areas with
covered walkways to enter the
building, with 41 parking spaces
outside, 12 carport spaces, and
48 spaces underground.

“We paid meticulous attention
to detail with the windows,
awnings, dormers, chimneys ... a
traditional look with brick and
stone,” said Philips. “It will be a
quality building with poured
concrete foundation walls, steel
frame construction, and concrete
plank floors.” .

The custom-decorated condo
are expected to sell from
$450,000-$675,000.

‘While the project calls for 50
condominiums, Philips said they
haven’t ruled out some office
and retail on the first floor.

Philips said the Wilcox House
would be restored on the out-
side, with the inside to follow,
depending on its use.

“It could be used as a future
condo sales office, a permanent
condo amenity, a community
center, private residence or a
private business office,” said
Philips. v :

“We think this project is a. '

credit to the community,” he
said. “It’s an opportunity to
bring 50 new homes to down-
town. It will have a tremendous
impact on downtown.”

The future of the property
could be determined at the Dec.
13 planning commission meet-
ing, during which there will be a
public hearing on the six-story
plan. '

MHS greetings are purrfect
idea for the holiday season

If you are looking for ways to

ve homeloas

ry

make o differoncs

All:itals Uilie HUiRId) sLanvil,

on Paw Pourri and select the
Order Ontine feature.
Nui undy can you get an early

s
N
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please consider the many unique
gifts and greeting cards offered
by the Michigan Humane Soci-
ety.

You may receive a free copy of
the MHS Holiday Gift Catalog
so you can shop from your
favorite recliner.

Call (248) 852-7420 ext. 216 to
request a catalog to place your
order. Holiday cards and a vari-
ety of gift items can also be pur-
chased at any Michigan Humane
Society location in Detroit,
Rochester Hills and Westland.
For directions, call (248) 852-
7420. Prefer the ease of online
shopping? Visit our Web site at
www.michiganhumane.org, click

start on your holiday list, but by
purchasing these items, you will
make the holidays brighter for
the thousands of homeless cats,
dogs and other animals shel- .
tered by the MHS. ‘

You are sure to find something
for every animal lover and
beloved pet on your list, includ-
ing MHS clothing items, pet -
toys and “Bake Your Dog a .
Bone” kits. .

Holiday greeting cards, which
are available in a variety of
styles, are $12 for a box of 10-12
(depending on style), plus tax.
All proceeds go directly to help-
ing the animals.

monochromatic bunch of sweetheart
roses to varying heights. Then,
arrange the roses, with the tallest
stems in the middle, in a porcelain
pitcher. To help you visualize the final
arrangement, begin by holding the
arrangement in your hand. Once
committed to the pitcher, this
arrangement should look full and rich
from any angle. Lastly, for an eye-
caiching centerpiece, try placing
three lemons in a clear fluted vase,
followed by an arangement of
sunflowers and viburnum.

With the holidays  quickly
approaching, there is no end to the
beautiful arrangements you can
create with a little imagination. At
HEIDE'S FLOWERS & GIFTS, we're

and get an identical

phone FREE.

Prices starting at $99.99

NEXTEL

AUTHORIZED REPREBENTATIVE

LIVONIA

338833 Plymouth
(W. of Farmington Rd.)

(734) 266-2300 happy to help you make your house .

the festive, warm, and welcoming

HOLIDAY PLYMOUTH hub for holiday activities, For a
HOURS 903 W. Ann Arbor Rd. consultation, visit or call us here at » A

Mon.- Sat. (W. of Main St.) 995 W. Ann Arbor Trail, Plymouth

10 a.m. - 8 p.m (734) 354-6000 (453-5140), Mon-Sat. Since 1899,

éu;’lda - . ‘ HEIDE'S FLOWERS & GIFTS has

Y CANTON been dedicated to providing quality

11a.m. - 4 p.m. 44011 Ford Rd. and service to our community. Look

(Canton Corners) for our next article in two weeks.

(734) 981-7440

*Buy any internet-ready phone and get an Identical phone free. Limited-time offér. Buy one get one free offer cannot be combined with other offers or
discounts and Is based on MSRP for Nextel plus phones, Current prices are subject to ¢t Certain restricti apply. New and credit app |
required and subject to terms of one-year promotional agreement. ©2000 Nextel Communications, inc. Al rights reserved. Nextel, the Nextel logo, Nexts!
Direct C , and How busi gets done are trademarks andfor service marks of Nextel Communications, inc. MOTOROLA. The Stylized M Logo and ail
other trademarks indicated as such herein are trademarks of Motorola, Inc. Reg, U.S. Pat. & Tm. Off, Lin2763

HINT: Try floating flower heads in
teacups or other small containers
beside the napkins of each of your
dinner guests.

We can help!
MICHIGAN

L1006567

For a Family (1) Tired of being e cepncie |
1ired of bein , (734) 4162432 3
Doctor who treats 9 I cnee eoneutTATION il

rushed in and

ou like family...
¥ J Y rushed out,

- Pensonal Care

.I~ 3

Phiysician PLLE without ..“n A
Personalized Healthcare your q uestions Presented: by

] i David Schindler, M.D. David Karle, M.D. ’ ' Hands Oz Center For Physical Therapy
at »lts-’ best . Board Certified in Family Board Certified in belng answered? BACK PAIN

% 100% Patient Satisfaction  Ppractice since 1989 Family Practice . o '
. . : } The majority of back injuries are back, stretch tight muscles and
: on BCN survey ) [ am pleased to announce the relocation of my Enuscbula,: in.napu;ﬁ, and alltbofut'%%Iof ligatmer&s,t é:nq -lrt:edgcek' defects in
* (:ia;ie fo;‘ th: V\I;hole family including practice to Livonia. I will be joining David ;rgk.)}!:r%sg;trj]sgd bey;f;gk of ?féfg:?{e{r P Pregnancy and ?Env%cry'targ another
elivering babies : . ’ weak muscles, or being overweight, common source of back strain, injury
* 100% Pat%ent Satisfaction for the Staff also! Schindler, M.D. (see adjoining ad) T look forward to | 3€§Lf§§"§f‘i§fftwlﬁfa;g,p?l:?nir:guiug :“Odkfgﬂ‘ng}‘cﬁ‘f{:ﬁzﬁyf’;ff{ﬁ}
* Forming new Association wi tthaVi d Karle, Continuing Wlth the care Of my established patients Junging motions that cause back physical and massage therapists offer a

muscles to become iritated, to pull, wide range -of treatments and
modalities to reducé pain.and stiffness
and help you to regain previous
performance levels. To learn more
about our wide range of services,
please call our center, located at 470

Forest Avenue, Suite 20, in Plymouth,

and eventually §o into spasm. When

this occurs, first aid calls for

M.D. (see adjoining ad) and will be accepting new patients.

v applications of ice and rest. Later on,
§ A | the physical therapist can determine
“when to use heat treatment, electrical

S Mle

E-Mail: DrBatmanMD@earthlink.net _ f ’
http://home.earthlink.net/~drbatmanmd/ (734) 591-5537

stimulation, stretching, and deep

Pembroke

N
A <
g . s
2 = . ? massage to relax the muscles. at 445.8370. For your convenience,
§ % 47063 P- oroks g .(734) 591-5537 37663 PembrOke a R’ F Preventive stretching and stren thgning we offer early moming and everl}ing
ks erbioke 1= £ ) £ 5 exercises may be prescribed to treatment hours. Most insurance plans
e 37663 Pembroke LIVONIA 2 e E § strengthen the muscles that support the - accepted. .
~ LIVONIA - - 4 :
=, e, o | I | PP . | TMe | PS. One of the keys to a healthy back is strong abdominal muscles.
AR
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12001 CHEVY™ MALIBU®
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51,529 Due at Lease Signing

After 5500 Bonus Offer
Includes Security Deposit

{Tax, title and license are exira.}
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After 5500 Bonus Offer
Includes Security Deposit
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hanks, we’re giving you

o
posere

| e First, when you»spend $1500 or more using your Jacobson's |
? charge card within a calendar year, we’ll send you | '
- any regularly-priced L

| | - merchandise and services, in any Jacobson'’s store, for one day.

| e Then, each time you_'sp'end another $500 using your Jacobson’s

~ charge card, you'll receive ars
SN You can receive up to twelve cards in a year! And, best of all, = o

— we'll do it for you!

- Jacobson’s — making it easier than ever to get- |
o iove, Come visit us today! -
| CLOSED TODAY » OPEN FRIDAY AT 8 /ﬁ» fiji | Birmingham e (248) 644-6900 Livonia » (734) 591-7696 -
| HOLIDAY HOURS: MON-WED 10-9 + SAT 10-9 « SUN 11-7 | Rochester ¢ (248)651-6000 | . |
| ~ jacobsons.com - |
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Canton seniors star
in Detroit parade

Bou Iltifl.ll
BY TONY BRUSCATO

Isbister kids talk
turkey, give thanks | ==, ,

seniors will be marching down
Woodward Avenue Thursday

BY TONY BRUSCATO Most of the first graders morning as part of America’s
STAFF WRITER appeared to pick up on the Thanksgiving Day Parade.
tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net l essons t au ght to them. Mellssa McElhlney and Steve

“ kseiving is what Bernacki, both of Canton Town-
Thanksgiving is what you ship, are part of the Blues
Parade Honor Corps, sponsored
by Blue Cross Blue Shield of

rst graders at Isbister
Elementary in Plymouth celebrate what you did for the
Township participated in year,” said Mauro Rosselle of
their annual authentic Plymouth. “I went to movies

Thanksgiving Day feast Mon- and to the park.” Michigan. e :

day. givine Ty Rosselle was dressed in Each year Blue Cross Blue Melissa MoEIhine
“We're trying to each the Native American garb for the Shield invites nearly 300 stu- eliss: ey

kids about the food at the first feat. dents to march in the nation’s g

feast,” said first grade teacher ~ “Their houses were teepees oldest Thanksgiving Day

Sarah Smith. “The kids are or wigwams,” he said. “They parade. In order to be part of

the Honor Guard, each partici-

i i : ‘carried their babies in cradie
eating turkey, venison, duck, el i pant must have & grade point

beans, wild rice, cornbread, boards and they grind stuff

hasty pudding, popcorn and with a rock bewl and a rock.” average of at least 3.0, an 85
squash. There’s no record on _ Sarah Billon of Plymouth percent attendance record, plus
q  Bille . . 1
what foods they ate during the Township was dressed in her participation in extracurricular
" first Thanksgiving, but these Native American costume. activities and community
are the kinds of foods they “Thanksgiving is where you mvolvem‘ent. )
would have eaten in that era. eat turkey and celebrate the McElhmey carries a 3.8 grade
“We want to teach them Pilgrims and Native Ameri- point average &nd has peri:ect
about the kinds of food, dress cans,” she said. “The Pilgrims attendance at Canton High _
and customs of that period,” made a trip on a long, long School. She is an honor roll stu- Steve Borackl
she added " journey ... and the Native dent, vice president of student Steve Bernac
STAFF PHOTO B PavL Husscimaxy  Smith makes sure every- Americans made all this food.” g{,‘ﬁncﬁ’ andgiihs::gic:; vg;;ﬁ point average with ?i 99 ;éercent,
. ; . thing is authentic ... cornbread  Added Erica Mirth of Ply- 0 Among Ameri attendance rate, and is Canton
Holiday attire: Jordyn Strahm (left) and Holin Par instead of corn muffins, fresh mouth, “We need to be thank- School Students. She perforpms High School’s student council
dikes, both 6 and from Canton, show off their cos- venison and no napkins at the ful for all we got.” : volunteer work for the Salvation president. Bernacki is also a
tumes and Thanksgiving spirit following the feast at i pje. ' - Army and Mott Children’s Hos- gelegate to the Civitan Youth
Isbister Monday. pital. Seminar and performs commu-

Bernacki sports a 4.0 grade ity work at his church.

ANN ARBOR
S

2100 W. Stadium Bivd.
at Liberty

(734) 668- 6100

apollolincmerc.com

CLINTON TOWNSHIP

St Bvans Lakeside
17500 Hal! Rd.
at Romeo Plank
{810) 840-2000

stuevanslakeside com

DEARBORN

21531 Michigan Ave. §
Between Southfield & Telegraph

(313) 274-8800

kruglm.com

16901 Mack Ave.
at Cadieux

(313) 885-4000

babmaxeylm.com

DETROIT

18100 Woodward Ave.
Opposite Palmer Park

{313) 869-5000

parkmotorsim.com

FARMINGTON

31625 Grard RJverAve
1 Black West of Orchard Lake Rd.

(248) 474-3170

demmerim.com

GARDEN CITY

i ’
32000 ford Rd.

Just West of Marnman

(734) 425-4300

stuevansgardencity.com

NOVI
C Varsity
49251 Grand River
i 196 1 Biock South of Wixom Exit &
1-800-850-NOVi (6684) &

varsitylm.com

PLYMOUTH

Hings Fark
406(9)1%%1 ﬁ?or Rd.
at 1-275
1-800-550-MERC

hinesparklm.com

ROCHESTER HILLS

Crisgman
1185 South Rochester Rd
Between Hamlin & Avon Rd.

(248) 652-4200

crissmanim.com

ROSEVILLE
Acrioid
28000 Gratiot
at 12 Mile Rd.
(810) 445-6000

arnoldim.com

SOUTHFIELD

) SSrar
24350 West 12 Mile Rd.

Features include: | Per mo./24-month lease (2ad) S504200
24-valve, 200-hp V-6 engine SOUTHGATE
Power-adjustable foot pedals A Cash due at signing o e

at Pennsylvania

(734) 285-8800

stuevanssouthgate.com

after *1,000 cash back

Dual-stage front airbags™ ‘ $ sk
. ! . i STERLING HEIGHTS
No-charge leather seating surfaces' - ‘ Crost

. » 36200 van Dyke
Remote Keyless Entry system | -1 (810) 3396000
' . - For returning lessees**  * |, ‘
Electronic Automatic Temperature Control g _ . LIVE LIFE TROY

o : ~ Includes refundable security deposit. I'N YO UR Bob Borst

SecuriLock™ passive anti-theft system " Excludes tax, title and license fees. OWN LANE. tzjgy)‘%‘g %aﬁﬁ(’)’:

borstim.com
WATERFORD

Mel ¥ ;
4178 nghland Rd (M 59)
2 Miles West of Telegraph &
(248) 683-9500 -

farrim.com
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‘Miller proposes uniform Michigan voting system

" BY MIKE MALOTT
- HOMETOWN NEWS SERVICE
mmaiott@homecomm.net

~ Of the various voting systems
. in use today, punch card ballots
. ‘appear to be the most suscepti-
_ ble to problems, but all can be
“‘misused by both citizens and
.. elections officials.
"+ - Oakland. County Clerk G.
. William Caddell conducted a
~ study back in 1993 of the ballot-
/ing systems then available and

. found that as many as one in
' geven votes can be lost when

. “punch cards are used. As the
"' public has learned through the
_ recounts in the presidential elec-
- 'tion standoff in Florida, chads ~
- “hanging chads,” “swinging
chads,” “pregnant chads” — pose
-unique problems during vote
tabulation. Additionally, punch
" card counters can jam.

Hand recounts of punch card
ballots are uniquely difficult,
. because elections workers must
‘hold them up to the light to see
, whéch hole was poked Caddell
. sail

| ‘,'.vRumed ballots

" Secretary of State spokesper-

- son Elizabeth Boyd said her
- office has found that most
* “spoiled” ballots occur with
punch cards. Although the state
 ‘does not keep statistics on the
_ number of ruined ballots, the
- miost frequent problem occurs in

. primary elections on punch cards

when voters incorrectly
.. crossover, voting for candidates
.. in one party for some positions

_and for candidates in another
"party for others. By the rules,
such crossover ballots must be
tossed out. It happens most with
punch cards, Boyd said, because
other systems actually prevent
crossover voting.

Boyd and Caddell agreed how-
ever that bad ballots can be cast
on any system. Oakland County
uses optical scanning equipment,
Caddell explained, in which the

" . optical readers will reject ballots
: spoﬂed by crossing over or cast-
_ -ing ballots for more than one
candidate for a given office.
- “That’s the ballot where voters
have to connect the lines to com-
- plete the arrow,” he said, “but
what happens if the voter cmcles
the name instead. Then the vote
isn’t going to count.”
Tven the cld mechanical lever
voting machines could be mis-
used. One voter told Caddell that

China

Metro Detroit:

Dearborn Heights, The Heights
(313) 274-8200 (Ford Rd. between
Inkster and Beech Daly)

- Livonia, Merri-Five Plaza
. {734) 522-1850 (On cormer of Five
M:le and Memman) ’

Novx, Novi Towu Center
(248) 349-8090

' Rochester, Meadowbrook Village
(248) 375-0823

iores (810) 778-6142

Candice Miller: Secretary
of State

she always made sure to push
the voting levers back up before
pulling the handle to open the
curtains, based on the belief that
voters behind her in line would
be able to see how she had voted
as the curtains opened.

“1 asked her how Iong she had
been voting, she said ‘40 years.’ I
hated to tell her that she had
never actually cast a vote. 1
almost couldn’t tell her,” Caddell
said. In those old machines, the
votes were only tabulated if the
levers were down when the han-
dle was pulled.

Reforms suggested

The difficulties seen in Florida
in the presidential race have

government officials everywhere

questioning how they run elec-
tions. Secretary of State Candice
Miller last week said Michigan
should look for ways to improve
its voting systems and she
announced she will soon be ask-
ing the state Legislature for
changes.

Her call for an election day
holiday, to encourage Michigan
residents to vote by avoiding
possible conflicts between work
and their civic responsibility,
was only the best publicized part
of her plan. Also in the
announcement, Miller said she
planned to ask the Legislature to
adopt a uniform voting system
statewide.

“There would be a tremendous
advantage to election officials

and voters if every communlty
used the same type of votl
equipment ana the same sty e af
ballot,” she said. “Adopting a
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Sterling Heights, Eastlake Commons
(810) 247-8111 (On corner of Hall
Rd. and Hayes Rd.)

Troy, Oakland Mall (248) 589-1433

‘West Bloomfield, Orchard Mall
(248) 737-8080 (Orchard Lake &
15 Mite) Now Open Sundays!

Outstate:

Ann Arbor, Colonnade

(734) 761-1002 (On Eisenthower
Plwy., west of Briarwood Mall)

Grand Rapids, Breton Village
Mall (616) 957-2145 (Breton Rd. &
Burton Rd.) Now Open Sundays!

uniform system statewide would
eliminate confusion among vot-
ers moving from one precinct to
another.” .

Miller did not advocate which
of the various systems available
should be used. According to
Boyd, that would have to be the
subject of some future study.
And while elections and voting
equipment are currently pur-
chased by local units of govern-
ment — townships, cities and vil-
lages — Boyd acknowledged that
if a statewide system were man-
dated, the state would have to
pay for the equipment.

Many methods

Right now, there are many dif-
ferent ballot, ballot formats and
voting systems in use in Michi-
gan, Of the 5,376 precincts in
the state, 3, 006 precincts used
optical scanning equipment in
this past presidential election,
according to the Secretary of
State’s office. Another 1,443
precincts used punch card sys-
tems, 97 used touch-screen com-
puters, 187 used paper ballots,
and 693 used other types of vot-
ing machines including the old
style mechanical lever machines.

“Secretary Miller acknowl-
edged that her proposal for
adopting a state election holiday
and a single voting system will
carry a hefty price tag,” the
department’s official announce-
ment read. “However, she
believes the state has an obliga-
tion to preserve the integrity of
the process and that can only
come about through substantial
changes in the manner state
elections are conducted in Michi-
gan. »

Should a uniform system be
adopted, the choices would be
limited. Lever machines are no
longer being built. First con-
structed in 1892, communities

_that still use thém today must
buy old discards to cannibalize
them for parts. Punch card bal-
loting is a 40-year-old technolo-

Optlcal scanning equipment is
the most popuiar today, and
Caddell said he is very pleased
with how well the system works
in Oakland. Whenever a recount
has been requested, he said, he’s
never seen a change in vote
totals resulting from a machine
fTTeY.

“If there was
the numbers, it was because
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some ballots were left in the bot-
tom of the box, or something like
that,” he said. '

The newest systems on the
scene are computer touch
screens, which have been in use
only an election or two. Boyd
explained that if a hand recount
is required, those computer vot-
ing systems could produce a
printout over every vote cast in
the election.

None of the changes Miller is
calling for are new. Even her
proposal for an election day holi-
day is already in use among auto
unions, which won an election
holiday in their last set of negoti-
ations.

Other ideas

The remainder of Miller's pro-
posals have been suggested
before, but have received little
attention from lawmakers in
Lansing up until now. In fact,
the plan for a uniform statewide
balloting system comes from a
Special Advisory Committee,
which was appointed in 1995
and completed its work in 1997.
The committee then included
Livonia’s city clerk Joan McCot-
ter and Farmington Hills city
clerk Kathy Dornan.

At the time, the committee
proposed a number of revisions

to Michigan’s elections system,
including -uniform balloting
equipment, consolidation of elec-
tion dates, establishing a vote by
mail system, and taking the
requirements off absentee voting
to allow more constituents to use
that option.

Legislation has been intro-

duced in Lansing to implement
virtually every facet of the com-
mittee’s recommendations, but
little has moved. .

.

Sen. Beverly Hammerstrom,
R-Temperance, has already pro-
posed legislation establishing a

“preferred voting system.” Her
bill would have counties select
the preferred system for munici-
palities within their borders,
which was one of the options
offered by the Secretary of
State’s Special Advisory Com-
mittee. But the bill has never
even moved out of the Senate’s
Government Operations Com-
mittee.

‘State Rep. Gerald Law, R-Ply-
mouth, has introduced a bill to
require that new elections equip-
ment be field tested in order to
determine what instructions vot-
ers must be given to properly fill
out their bailots. Again, the bill
has not moved from committee.

Hammerstrom, Rep. Marc

Shulman, R-West Bloomfield,

Rep. Joseph Rivet, D-Bay City, ¥

and Rep. Paul DeWeese, R-

Williamston, have all introduced -
bills that would eliminate the
requirements now needed to get .

an absentee ballot, making it - |

available to all voters. None of -~
those versions have proceeded

past the committee stage.

Rep. Dale Sheltrown, D-Glad- sk

win, has introduced a bill ealling

for standardized ballot format-
ting. That bill also has made no

progress.

Rivet and Sen. Alma Wheeler

Smith, D-Ann Arbor, have called -

for the establishment of vote by

mail systems. Sen. David Jaye,
R-Washington Township, has
proposed a vote by Internet sys- *
tem. It also has received no -

attention from lawmakers.

Of course, that was before the
election debacle in Florida.
Politicians and pollsters alike -5

say the way we cast our votes
and the integrity of our elections

is likely to receive a good deal of
debate and discussiou in the =

coming year.

“This has been a very comph« :
cated, very expensive civics les- -

son for the American public,”

said political science professor

Michael Traugott

Deja vu: Florida chad problem
recalls 1970 Michigan dispute

BY DAN WEST
STAFF WRITER
dwest@oe;homecomm.net

The controversy surrounding
the Florida recount in the presi-
dential election has introduced
many people to terms like chads,
punch-card ballots and re-vote.

But those concepts were noth-
ing new to West Bloomfield’s
Berl Falbaum, a veteran political
reporter and aide who recalls his
experiences with election dis-
putes in Detroit in 1970.

That was the first year Detroit
used a punch-card ballot counted
by computers. With close votes
in the 1970 August primary and
November general elections, the
ballot sivie drew mucn sertiny

Falbaum was a reporter for
The Detroit News during that
year’s primary. In the lead to a
story dated Aug. 14, 1970, he
wrote:

“The validity of Detroit’s pri-
mary election results was jeopar-
dized anew today with the reve-
lation that election workers may
have illegally removed chads —
the paper punched out when
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to take possession of your assets.

The cost of probate (fees, lawyers and such) could
deplete your estate by as much a 10% of its value.

votes are cast with the stylus —
from voted punch-card ballots.”

Controversy over punched bal-
lots has grabbed the national
spotlight in recent weeks as
Florida election officials recount
cards to determine who will be
the country’s next president.

The recent events in Florida
was deja vu to Falbaum.

“You look at the language in
my lead that day and it’s identi-
cal to what we're hearing now,”
said Falbaum, now the 62-year-
old owner of a small public rela-
tions firm. “People don’t remem-
ber it happened here in Michi-
gan‘”

In the 1970 primary, calls for a
re-vote in Detroit were rejected
and recounts did not veverse
original results for those candi-
dates.

Three months later, Falbaum
became more passionately
involved in the general election
because he had left his job in
journalism to work on the cam-
paign for Republican gubernato-
rial candidate William' Milliken.

In the statewide vote that
November, Milliken, then the
appointed incumbent governor,
defeated Democratic challenger
Sander Levin, now a U.S. Con-
gressman, by less than 1 per-
cent.

“It took three days for them to
announce the winner,” Falbaum

Construction
Toys On Sale
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All estates in excess of $}5,000 must go through the
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A will alone GUARANTEES that your estate will go
through the pain and cost of probate. Probate court will
take an average of nine months AND COULD TAKE
YEARS. Dunng this time your family may not be able

Estate taxes run from 37% to 55% of your gross estate
(for estates of over $675,000).

ALL OF THIS CAN BE AVOIDED WITH
PROPER ESTATE PLANNING.

A LIVING TRUST AVOIDS PROBATE, thus
eliminating the pain and cost of probate. In addition, a
living trust protects you during your lifetime according
to your instructions and not a court appointed guardian.

Find out how a living trust can protect you and your
loved ones at one of the following FREE seminars.

FREE SEMINARS

gaid. “I was nervous because I
gave up my job for this. If Mil-
liken lost, I had to look for
another job,”

As he anxiously awaited the
results in a Detroit hotel room
that week, he said there were
disputes over chads being

removed illegally. Allegations of

election fraud and irregularities

and other political spin doctoring

filled media reports.

“George Edwards was a 29-or

30-year-old city clerk that year

who introduced this process and

the controversies destroyed him

- politically,” Falbaum recalled.

His tensions were relieved as

- e
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Milliken was announced the win- :

ner the Friday after the Tuesday
aleetion. Levin did not seek a
recount.

Falbaum earned a job as an

administrative aide to Milliken’s .
Lt. Gov. James Brickley, a post .
Falbaum would hold for four °
years before landing a position -

in corporate public relations.

These days, when he’s not .
working, he’s at his West Bloom-
field home watching and reading ®

reports over the election contro-
versy involving presidential can-
didates George W. Bush and Al
Gore.

“The process is frustrating and :
aggravating, but it’s working,”
Falbaum said. “There’s no civil
‘war, there’s no violence or clash-

ing confrontations across the ;
country as the recounts and -

court hearings proceed.”
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Failure to ‘stop on red’ results in serious acciden

By LAURIE HUMPHREY
STAFF WRITER
Stop on red!
"The words are simple, so why
don’t people comply?

“I don’t think mest people run

red lights on purpose,” respond-
ed Dave Harvey, Garden City
Police Chief. “I think they are
just being inattentive.”

Regardless of the reasons, red-
light running continues to be a
problem for police personnel
throughout the state. According
to traffic crash data recently
released by Southeastern Michi-
gan Council of Governments
(SEMCOG), 49,536 traffic crash-
es took place at signalized inter-
sections in 1999 in southeast
Michigan; 18.9 percent of those
{(or 6,861) involved red-light run-
" ners. Of the 81 crashes which
resulted in fatalities, red-light
runners were involved 43 per-
cent of the time.

H ‘Rt (red-light running) has always been a prob-
lem. People are just being selfish, thinking their
time is more important (so they can’t wait until

the light turns green.).’

Lt. Kevin Dawley

Livonia Police Department Traffic Safety Division.

“We at SEMCOG hope that
theése statistics help to drive
home the fact that there are seri-

" ous problems at lighted intersec-

tions,” said Paul Tait, SEMCOG
executive director. “The good
news is that there is a simple
solution and we can all con-
tribute — stop when the light is
red.”

Local hot spots

SEMCOG numbers show that
many problems exist locally. The
most dangerous intersection for
each local community, from
1997-1999, were: Ann Arbor
Road and Lilley (37 incidents) in
Plymouth, Interstate 96 and
Middlebelt (33) in Livonia,
Wayne and Hunter (82) in West-
land, Warren and Middlebelt
(26) in Garden City, Interstate
96 and Inkster (24) in Redford

Township, and Warren and Hag-
gerty (16) in Canton Township.

“It (red-light running) has
always been a problem,” admit-
ted Lt. Kevin Dawley, Livonia
Police Department Traffic Safety
Division. “People are just being
selfish, thinking their time is
more important (so they can’t
wait until the light turns
green.)”

Problem worsens ,
Statistics show the problem is
getting worse.
Sgt. Dave Robertson of the
Michigan State Police Metro

Post attributes the increase of

incidents to the higher number
of cars on the road and the rise
of cellular phone usage while
driving.

“It’s all about paying attention
to what’s happening,” he said.
“Drivers are trying to do too
many things at one time, and
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they can’t do that.”

Education is the first step in
prevention according to local
police officials. Public safety pro-
ponents tell drivers about the
dangers of running red lights
through public service announce-
ments, community forums and
driver’s education classes. Legis-
lators even devoted a week in
October for National Stop on Red
Week.

Beyond education, public safe-
ty officials are focusing on
enforcement, while legislators
are increasing the requirements
to attain a driver’s license. City
planners are also redesigning
streets to include additional left
turn lanes.

“We installed left-turn lanes
throughout the city many years
ago. Now we have a lot less acci-
dents,” said Harvey.

Garden City drivers are also

Hurry! 3 Days 0nly!

17-2237
Samsung 3500

Other combinations of options may be available, additional charges may appiy *Excludes Qualcomm 2760 and 2761. Restnctlons apply

finding an increase in the

amount of time the light shows

amber (yellow.) However, that

change does not necessarily yield
fewer accidents.

“An amber light is supposed to
mean ‘prepare to stop,’ but most
people sece that as ‘prepare to
speed up,” Harvey said.

In 1999, Lansing legislators
responded to the growing prob-

lem with House Bill 4693, which

authorizes the installation and
use of cameras on a highway or a
street. The bill was referred to
the Committee on Transporta-
tion, where it continues to sit.

As governmental units contin-
ue to study the issue, Dawley
offers the following advice: “Peo-
ple really have to wear their
seatbelts. They may be the
world’s best driver, but they may
be driving next to the world’s
worst driver.”
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Domestic violence causes big problems at workplace

BY MIKE MALOTT
HOMETOWN NEWS SERVICE
mmalott@homecomm.net

~ Robbery is the most frequent

cause of violence in the work-
place, not surprisingly. But
domestic abuse, spilling over
from the home to the job site,
‘causes twice as many problems
for employers as disgruntled
employees.

Discontented workers are
responsible for 8 percent of
workplace violence incidents,
compared to 18 percent resulting
from spouse abuse, according to
statistics offered by Lynda
Mance, director of corporate edu-
cation for Michigan State Uni-
versity’s “Safe Place” program.

But employers, including pri-
vate sector businesses, can
address the problem by creating
a policy on how domestic vio-
lence incidents will be dealt
with, establishing a response
team, and training managers
and employees in what can be

done. .
That was the purpose of a

" seminar, entitled “Every Work-

place A Safe Place,” hosted Mon-
day, Nov. 20, at the Hotel
Baronette in Novi by the Michi-
gan Chamber of Commerce, Blue
Cross Blue Shield and the Acci-
‘dent Fund Co. Four experts in
the field were brought together
for a daylong seminar to instruct
business managers about what
they can and should do to
address domestic violence, and
why they should.

For one, employers may incur
liability if they don’t, according
to Farmington Hills attorney
William Pilchak. The Rochester
Hills resident and partner in the
firm Charfoos, Reiter, Peterson
& Pilchak said that among the
legal claims that can be made
against employers when a
domestic violence incident has
occurred in the workplace are
negligence, negligent hiring and
premises liability. Further, busi-
nesses have a “general duty” to

provide a safe work environ-
ment, he said.

Best tool

Businesses have the tools to
deal with domestic violence, but
what was “the best tool” — Michi-
gan’s anti-stalking law — was
declared unconstitutional earlier

this year, on the grounds it:

might restrict First Amendment
rights. Pilchak explained the
case has been appealed to the
federal Court of Appeals, which
was asked in October to rein-
state the law. That decision is
“due out literally any day now.”

Dr. Kenneth Wolf, managing
partner of the Incident Manage-
ment Team, a private company
in Southfield that helps busi-
nesses cope with workplace vio-
lence, said he believes the law
will eventually be restored. If
the courts do not reinstate the
act, the state Legislature can
restore it after the addressing
the constitutional flaws.

There are other areas of law
that need to be addressed in

Lansing, Pilchak said. Immunity
for employers from lawsuit
should be provided when they
are dealing with domestic vio-
lence. At present, businesses
have “conflicting legal duties.”
For example, a company that
fired an employee over a violent
incident might be sued for
defamation if that fact is
revealed in a reference check. On
the other hand, failing to tell a
potential new employer of the
incident might run afoul of “duty
to warn” provisions in law. .

Overall, Pilchak said, when an
employee has been dismissed for
violence, and if the incident was
documented in personnel files,
then the information should be
given out. “When the call comes
in, you need to say something
that puts them on the right
track,” he said. :

Adopt a policy

Marilyn Knight, CEO of the
Incident Management Team,
said the most important thing
employers should do is adopt a

policy prescribing what actions
can be taken when domestic vio-
lence crops up on the job. Usual-
ly, it is a co-worker who first
becomes aware of spousal abuse.

They must be comfortable know-

ing that if they take that infor-
mation to management, that
managers “will deal with and
will deal with it in an appropri-
ate and sensitive manner.”
Knight suggested that there
are many actions a company can
take. If the employee is the abus-
er, that worker can be directly
disciplined if the incidents occur
on the job. The employee can
also be referred to counseling
and anger management classes.
When the employee is the vie-
tim, employers can secure the
premises, warn the abuser not to
come to the workplace, and even

~ refer the employee to shelters

and domestic abuse services. The
business can go so far as to
obtain a personal protection
order to keep the abuse from
entering the work site, Knight

said.

Pilchak said private security
firms can be hired to provide
safety, too, one of the best ways
to address safety concerns.

When domestic violence spills
into the workplace, it can have
many impacts. For one, many
workplace shootings have been
linked to spousal abuse. But

even when it doesn’t reach that

point, the business can suffer in
terms of lost time from the job,
lost productivity, employees that
are not at their peak perfor-
mance and increased medical
expenses as a result of abuse at
home.

These experts will work direct-
ly with private sector employers
to help them design appropriate
policies and action plans for
dealing with domestic violence
incidents. The MSU Safe Place
program can be reached at (517)
367-1890. The Incident Manage-
ment Team in Southfield can be
reached at (248) 569-6200.

1.5 million Michiganians plan to travel on Thanksgivinngy

An estimated 1.5 million
Michiganians — 16 percent of the
population — will travel during
‘the 2000 Thanksgiving holiday
period, says AAA Michigan, the
same number as last year.
According to an Aute Club sur-
vey, 73 percent of all travelers
will drive to their final destina-
tion.

Of those traveling, most are
planning to go outside of Michi-
gan (67 percent). The most com-
mon destination in the Lower
Peninsula is the Southeast
region (35 percent), followed by
the Southwest (20 percent).

Fifty-nine percent of travelers
intend to stay with relatives dur-
ing their journey, and 23 percent
will stay at a hotel, motel or
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resort. The average trip will last
five days at an average cost of
$600. Thanksgiving weekend is
one of the busiest travel periods
of the year, says AAA, prompting
heavier-than-normal traffic vol-
umes and higher airfares.

Nationwide, a record 38.9 mil-
lion Americans plan a Thanks-
giving holiday getaway of 100
'miles or more from home,
according to AAA. Thanksgiving
travel is expected to be up 4 per-
cent over the 37.4 million people
who took a trip a year ago.

“Air travelers without reserva-
tions for the holiday will need to
be more flexible than usual,”
says Larry Dickens, director of
Vendor Relations and Travel
Support for AAA Michigan.

Weltors. BOSCH Walters. onse Walter

“Fares have risen an average of
13 percent in the last year.”

Prices up

A survey by AAA Travel of
roundtrip leisure airfares in 20
major U.S. destinations shows
prices have increased in 14 of
those markets. The largest
increases were reported in the
following roundtrip routes: St.
Louis-Washington (up 209 per-
cent); San Francisco-Los Angeles
(up 69 percent); and Philadel-
phia-Miami (up 44 percent).
Biggest decreases were reported
in these routes: Philadelphia-
Seattle (down 29 percent); and
Denver-Boston (down 26 per-
cent).

Dickens advises that most air-
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lines have set blackout dates and
travelers can expect to pay a pre-
mium for those heavily traveled
days. Peak travel dates include
Tuesday, Nov. 21; Wednesday,
Nov. 22; Sunday, Nov. 26; and
Monday, Nov. 27.

Detroit Metropolitan Airport

handles as many as 105,000 per-
sons per day on the Wednesday
before Thanksgiving and
110,000 the Sunday following.
This represents a substantial
increase from the normal traffic
pattern of 80,000 daily passen-
gers. AAA recommends arriving
at the airport at least two hours
before domestic flights and three
hours before international
flights.

Cerwin-veaa: ‘Walfeys Danby Waller.s EUREKA Waltery

SEAIOY, IvaoIE

02 T,d 9, 3015P0D V43

SALE

VHS VCR

#VCR2510 Was §79
—LiMIT1 :

= Remote Control » Front AV Jacks » Programmable

Name Brand lﬁ‘l'm
. ol ¢ f )
. mnb(;tt;n?t?;ruJacks « Protective Scren Shaiid
4PAGOBO — Was $1 299

LT

HURRY QUANTITIES ARE LIMITED!

> #FDB125

Il
o e
p]

e Wiltery, I Willers.

« Ottervalld o N'd‘:;f;m" AP ray vy rom oot

sevase. Sama ¢l

[

Built-in Dishwasher

[s169”

al
val by Trans America Finaes! )
a0 bracda sobject Lo credU 4B E 0 T coment APR 43 i Grand River
S onthy financa charge ts 508 B0 OMCR oy rer, 8180 W.
Sagita (GECAT) T KL o ratnf 1.84%). Mt & T promstoss srs sonused by ha o4
& i ¥

jonat Bank, ot OF
':]l 141760 18 22.99%

1/4 Miie N, of 1-96

e ragt. S1o atora for completo detalts.

(810) 229-5000

[y have and eihers

Fanasonic Waller'y. Qussac Jf

WLT 2514-00

All DVD Players ON SALE

KENWOOD TOSHIBA

GHTON:  |CANTON: th
Bm(i““m- \39915 Michigan Ave. |34224 PWm%lf, Farmington Rd.

3 paYS O

zenithi' .

Projection Stereo ™
jversal Remote

32" Stereo TV
* Remote Control
* Front A/V Jacks

S20070M, QAT TA2JJOH, oo ~var L0504, TR VAU, iovi V90l

LIVONIA:
1/2 Mile W.

le £. of 1-275
144324)‘@128-9500 _ (734)427-7310

qugeer |

81012874

DEARBOR

24747 Michigal Ave

. __ Tues,Wed, Sat 10AM-6PM__
BRIGHTON, CANTON, LIVONIA STORES OPEN DAILY 10AM-:30PM » ALL STORES OPEN SUNDAY 12PM-5PM
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(313) 563-1900

Hours:
Mon, Thur, Fri 10AM-8:30PM
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Other suggestions:

B Expect heavy congestion in
front of the terminals around
curbfronts. Curbs will be
reserved for active loading and
unloading only. Drivers dropping
off or.picking up passengers will
not be allowed to wait. Park in
short-term parking and meet
your party in the baggage claim
area,

M Call the airport hotline (800)
642-1978 for information on
parking availability.

B New security measures may
mean more hand-searches of
checked and carry-on baggage,
whi¢h may cause slowdowns at
check-in and sereening check-
points.

W All passengers are required
to have photo identification. This

is true regardless of the type of
ticket issued (paper or electron-
ic). International travelers will
need a valid passport, and possi-

bly a visa, for themselves and -

their children. v

B Wrap gifts AFTER you
arrive at your destination. Secu-
rity personnel may request that
gifts be unwrapped at screening
checkpoints.

M Stay calm in lines and dur-
ing inspections. Don’t make
jokes or take actions that may be
construed as threatening.

Michigan motorists will find

gasoline plentiful during the hol-

iday weekend, paying an average
32 cents more per gallon than
last year at this time. The

statewide average for self-serve,

no-lead regular (as of Nov. 13) is
$1.604 per gallon.

Visit Qur Showroom Or

o (734) 458.9800

BATHTUBS §d CERAMIC TILE

Repair ® Remodel ® Reglaze
The Nation's Oldest And Largest Reglazing Company
all For Free Brochure

UNIQUE REFINISHERS -

g We Also Specialize In Antigue Tub & Sink Restorations @ ~

(800) 235-6557
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All I want for the holidays is at...
LIVONIA MALL

Stop in at any of the daily live
performances at Livonia Mall between
now and December 23 and you will
receive a coupon book filled with great
savings throughout the Mall.

In addition to these savings, you will
find an entry form for the
“All I Want for the Holidays”

Contest worth $1000!

All you need to do is fill out your
“Wish List” as you browse Livonia Mall.
One lucky shopper will win the
' gifts on their list!
No purchase necessary.

Drop & Shop Club
by Livonia YMCA '

Enjoy holiday shopping while the kids
have fun at the Drop-In Daycare
provided by the qualified staff

» of the Livonia YMCA..
Located near the Mervyn’s Court.

Call 248-471-3960 for more information.
- FUN! SAFE! AFFORDABLE!

‘Buy It * Wrap It ® Mail It
All Under One Roof?! -

Your Rowneown Under One Roof

11012551 __

Middlebelt & Seven Mile Roads * 248-476-1160 |
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Home Improvement Warehouse

If you happen

to find a lower - .
price, we'll match '

it PLUS take off

an additional
10%!

kL

Hame lapro

Gift Card

“The Perfect Gift!

. Avallahie In-Store &
Includes at lowes.com
Coarry Case
\ e:gef a 30 Pi;g: .
v , ccessory Ki
Save ?'IO.M ' POR‘ER*‘“BE
Wis 519,97 P PROFESSIONAL POWERTOOLS -
s 83 | Early Bird | .
920 Piece > I'Iy BII‘

20 Piece Sidewinder Drill

Bif Set In Clear View Case
» Ideal for cordless applications 4
times more holes per charge *Bench
fop storage case * Bonus screw
driving bits #131284

Save M$9 10

DREMEL $39  Saves3s

2Soced Tool ) 14.4 Volt %" Cordless
-Speed Moto-Tool™ Kit . . .
* Offers 15,000 and 28,000 rpm * Durable ' D"“ D"Yer K“

lubricated sleeve motor ® Comfortable * Includes two high-capacity battery
fingertip coniral *Double insulated #944681 packs, advanced diagnostic charger,

carrying case, double ended bit top, and
operating manual #108993

= 4 $0.08 Was §71.87 sang 357;587 Was $1.68 htabidid
@xoBaLY Saye s $A97 3 <74 ¢ $7997
) i ! : : Each :
20" Metal Tool Box £ 1.5 HP, 1 Gallon. 40' Outdoor Cord with 6-Outlet Surge Protector . ' . - A .
*Removable steel tote tray Wet/Dry Hang-Up Vac Bonus 9' indoor Cord with Auto Shut-Off a") Jun.abo:radn_honal 3 :n Slim A"';'ﬂ‘:! T o
* Heavy-duty comfort-grip eIncludes 3 piece accessory kit with * Great for highlighting landscaping *3faot power cord +Includes bonus rapping Faper °’“ere;Y re-lit Tree
handle #27227 convenient storage *Easy to carry features and outdoor decorations S-outlet power strip #130745 #04908,05654,05737 *500 clear lights #82417

and hongs on the wall #04073 #10180

arly Bird Gets the Deals!

Items Marked "’Early Bird Specials’’ are available
- 9 am Friday, November 24 Only! - While Supplies Last!

We will be Closed Thanksgiving Day fo be with Our Families

lus, Don’ t Miss These Special Buys!
2 weeks only! Hurry, While Supplies Last!
Conractor mde : . . :

 Save $17

Was $56

: : Was $149 .
s includes:
’ - {2} 3" clamps .
| (2) 2" cgamps
6' Fiberglass 225Lb. - ’ (4] 1" dowps
Load Capacity Type I ) in. - »f‘” %" clamps - R
Stepladder Magna Router Table 14 Piece Spring Clamp Set 2 Position Cordless Screwdriver
+ Serrated steps for traction +Top is * Provides 570 sq. in. of work surface + High-Strength Plastic #107394 s Handle locks in 2 positions: inine and pistol
molded for quart can and tools * Precision diacast aluminum design ' grips »Steel pin hinge-lock construction * 3.6’
»Paint can hanger on top #93555 + Single construction fence #39461 volt, 40 in./Ibs. torque #57721 .

Special Buy - , o o -
sgl::esm$8379° . .’ ‘ - ‘ MomS
697 Your Choice Yourse,f a e \ “o puymenis A

of Colors! No Finance Charges*
if Pqid Within 6 Months

Specia’ln_Buf
Save $2%

Was §7.94

Slim Line Phone

*Green +llluminated keypad ¢+ Last
number redial * Mute ¢ On/off
ringer controf #00220 - Green;
#00476 - Red; #20796 - White;
#73405 -Black; #73589- Almond.

'Howell - Westland Bloomfield

1" x 25' Tape Rule
« Chrome case °Locking tab
-« Marked on 16" centers #91860

1100 South Latson Rd. ‘ 6555 Newburgh Rd. 1801 S. Telegraph Rd.
Monday-Saturday: 6am-10pm : Monday-Saturday: 6am-10pm Monday-Saturday: 6am-10pm
Sunday: 8am-8pm ‘ : Sunday: 8am-8pm _ ' Sunday: 8am-8pm
“We guarantee our everyday compelitive prices. if you find a lower everyday or advertised price an an identical stock item at any local setail competitor thot has the item in stock, we'll beat their price by 10% sufficient quantities on hand to meet reasonably anticipated demand. Special Buy price no longer applies ance those quantities are exh d.*ifthe p jonal purchase and ony optional
when you buy from us..Just bring us the competitor’s current ad, or we'll call to verify ihe ilem’s price that you have found. Cash/charge cord aad carry purchases only. Compeitor's closeout, special order, . are paid in full by the end of the promofional period, finance charges will be waived. Offer appiies to approved single receipt purchases over $299 or more made fromr November 24, 2000 1
discontinuad, cle liquidation and ged items are excluded from this offer. Limited lo ble quaniities for and ene-house crder quantities for cash and carry contractors. Current instore 2000 when you use an existing or newly opsned Lowe's Credit Card Account, Monthly payments are nof required jfor & months] on qualified purchases during the promotional pe nal

price, i lower, overrides Lowe's advertised price. Prica guarantee honored ot oll Lowe’s refail locations. Labor charges for product instellation are axcluch "‘}mrn our price offer in our stores with gn credit insurance char%es on your promotional purchase will be billsd from dote of purchase; but finance charges will be credited if you pay the ful rwchuse vice and any optional
Instolled Sales Prograrm, Visit store for complete details. Prices may vary afier November 24, 2000, if there ore margfoﬁ varialians. See store for datoils regarding product warranties, We reserva the right to fimit - promotional period. i you do rot, you will be responsible for these charges. The APR is 21%. Minimum monhly finance charge is $1.00 except in 1A In 1A the minimum rmonthiy !

- ’ ferms will continue fo apply to your nonspromotional purchases. Offer is subject fo credit approval by Monogram Credit Cord Bank of Georgia. Business Accounts excluded, '~

quantities. . . ,
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Banning Boy

Scouts from

schools isn’t the solution

The Plymouth-Canton Education Asso-
ciation made several good points in its
presentatlon last week about halting the
scheol district’s practice of renting facili-
ties to the Boy Scouts of America because
that organization discriminates against
gays. ’

True, it’s a Neanderthal policy, but it’s
also a policy the United States Supreme
Court has told the Scouts they’re enti-
tled to uphold. The high court’s ruling
the Boy Scouts are a “private organiza-
tion” allows them to exclude gays from
their ranks and keeps them in the realm
of the law-abiding,

True, the school district’s policy of
renting facilities to local troops seems,
on its face, to be suborning discrimina-
tion.

But we believe the school board did
the right thing in defending its school-
use-policy, telling the teachers, in effect,
to take their beef up with the Boy Scouts
of America,

It's an emotional issue, one that drew
gome 150 people to last week’s school
board meeting, including more than 40
who stood to express an opinion. Those
views varied, as opinions will in groups
large or small. One teen stood to agree
with the teachers, pointing out “homo-
phobia is problem I face every day,” while
a parent voiced objection to the union
trying to impose its beliefs on the general
population.

The truth, as always, probably lies
somewhere between the two sides of this
issue. We don’t believe the school dis-
trict’s decision to rent space to the Boy
Scouts is tantamount to an agreement
with that erganization’s policies.

b school district ,snupl.,V wanis Lo pro-
vide an opportunity for a group that does

good work for young men to meet in a

‘safe, appropriate environment. Prevent-

ing them from meeting on school proper-

"ty would not necessarily keep them from

meeting at all, because surely the Scouts
would find somewhere else to assemble.
So the board’s argument that keeping the

~ Scouts out would deprive young men of a

good opportunity doesn’t wash.

While we applaud the teachers
for attempting to halt discrimi-
nation in any form, we ultimately
agree with the school board that
the union’s is with the national
Boy Scouts, not the school
board itself.

However, denying the Scouts access to
school property also would do nothing to
send the kind of message the teachers
want to send.

We sympathize with those who think
the district’s decision not to revisit its
building use policy sends the wrong mes-
sage.

While we applaud the teachers for
attempting to halt discrimination in any
form, we ultimately agree with the school
board that the union’s beef is with the
national Boy Scouts, not the school board
itself. Discrimination in any form is
inherently wrong.

The Boy Scouts of America should
wake up and smell the 21st Century.
But, it's not up to the Plymouth-Canton
school board to act as their alarm clock.

Ballot snafu leaves more

guestions than answers

The voting debacle in Florida has had
one positive and sobering effect — a
national re-evaluation of the voting
process.

Americans are quick to prescribe the
democratic way to other nations of the
world. We send off former President
Jimmy Carter and former Sen. George
Mitchell to monitor the voting in Third
World countries, confident that our
methods are sound, honest and conclu-
give as to the wishes of the electorate,

Florida has been an eye-opener about
what can happen when the process is
unclear, the methods for voting are
unreliable and the pohtlcal infighting is
too mtense

But even in Wayne County during the
August primary there were problems
with spoiled ballots. And Michigan has
some of the same potential for disaster
in a close election as Florida. Each local
community is allowed to adapt one of five
voting methods in Wayne County, includ-
ing the controversial punch card method
that has caused such havoc in West Palm
Beach.

In Michigan’s 5,376 precincts, 3,008
use an optical scanning process, 1,443
use punch cards, 693 use the voting
machines, 137 use paper ballots and 97
use touch screen computers.

Michigan Secretary of State Candice
Miller has now offered some sound ideas
on Michigan’s non-uniform election
process. Miller has been an effective gov-
ernment official, bringing order and
integrity back to a department that had
become notorious for its arrogance and
gross inefficiency, so her view on these
issues should be taken seriously.

Miller recommends that Michigan

adopt a uniform voting process, limit
scheduled elections to no more than four
a year and make election day a holiday.

Each of these ideas has merit, but

imposing a uniform voting process and
mandating a state holiday could be very
costly for local governments and small
businesses, as Mlller openly acknowl-
edges.

Still, this is the right time to find ouf
just wh he costs would be, what
method g'ls the most reliable,

expected if voters had a holiday, and
what savings could be realized by limit-
ing the number of elections,

We believe a uniform process will make
it easier for citizens who move from one
precinet to another, will allow for faster
and more efficient statewide recounts,

It’s too soon to endorse (Secre-
tary of State Candice) Miller’s
proposals without knowing the
costs. We urge the state legisla-
ture to carefully examine her
ideas and others now being pro-
moted.

and will have everyone operating by the
same rules.

The problem in Florida is that there
apparently are no uniform rules and no
set process to handle voling errors.
Though it is clear that machine recounts
do not pick up the errors in punch cards,
the state hasn’t adopted a standard for
hand counting the ballots. In addition,
the processing of absentee ballots in
Florida and other states has also been
called into question because of a lack of
clear, unambiguous rules for their accep-
tance and handling.

In Oregon a mail-in voting system has
proven to be fraught with unexpected
problems, delays and challenges. Nearly
two weeks after the election, Oregon is
still in election limbo. It is unlikely that
Michigan or any other state will join Ore-
gon in this experiment.

We commend Secretary of State Miller
for her recommendations and for moving
on this issue while it is uppermost in
everyone’s mind. And while it is too soon
to endorse Miller’s proposals without
knowing the costs, we urge the state Leg-
islature to carefully examine her ideas
and others now being promoted.

QOur democracy depends on an honest
ballot and there is no more important
decision a legislature can make than to
ensure that every vote counts .as it was
intended.

Thursday, November 23, 2000

UP BEING AN
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M Union is right

Thank you Plymouth-Canton Educa-
tion Association for standing up for
fairness and respect for all people. The
day will come when people look back
on this struggle surrounding the Boy
Scouts of America’s discriminatory
policies and remember how backward
thinking society was about gay and
lesbian people.

But history will also note the grass-
roots struggles like this, that make
people think, and how actions like
yours, multiplied across the nation,
helped bring a new understanding to
our society. In the same way most peo-
ple today are outraged at the discrimi-
nation at lunch counters or drinking
fountains in the south during the “Jim
Crow” days, one day most people will
shake their heads in disbelief that an
organization like the BSA that seeks
to help youth, openly discriminates
against the most vulnerable ones.
There are few who still make an argu-
ment to defend the Jim Crow laws of
the past because people have a “right
to discriminate” if they want.

Along with some other folks, I calm-
ly confronted Gary Glenn from the
American Family Association in the
hallway about the harm he is doing to
our gay family members. I doubt it did
much good, but there were some folks
that attended the board meeting and
who read about it later in the paper
who are in the middle on this issue
and are fair minded that we did reach.

The BSA policy will change when
those who were speaking words of tol-
erance and acceptance at the board -
meeting begin to confront the BSA
leadership from within the organiza-
tion and begin rebelling and signing
letters to not discriminate in order to
use public facilities or just because it
is the right thing to do. Your request
to the Plymouth-Canton School Board
was proper and the day will come that
it will be obvious. Challenging the
BSA policies is particularly difficult
because public perception can often
incorrectly conclude that you are “big
meanies, who are picking on some lit-
tle Boy Scouts.”

As the proud father of a gay son, I
know better. You are standing up for
the protection and safety of ALL
youth, including gay youth.

- Thank you for your vision and your
integrity in the face of an ili-informed
public.
Mike Neubecker
Brownstown

B An absurd idea

I am appalled after finding that the
Plymouth-Canton school board is even
considering supporting a measure that
would bar the Boy Scouts Of America
from using local schools for meetings.

Apparently the Detroit News has
seen fit to point out just how absurd
gome in our community have become
as well. It seems that we’ve become
quite the spectacle of Southeastern
Michigan this week.

My son was a scout and our family
attended every meeting together.
There was never a discriminatory
word spoken about anyone. The time
that my son spent in the scouts was
constructive and contributed to a
healthy upbtinging. These supporters
of such a measure make it sound like
the scouts are an organized hate-fest.

Homosexuality or lesbianism was
never discussed in a hegative way by
the leadership. Those topics are the
responsibility of the parents of each

child and the scoutmasters respected
that,.

What is wrong with our community?
Why are we even giving this witch
hunt any consideration? Perhaps it’s
time that we begin a recall petition to
remove the members of the school
board for kowtowing to the teachers’
union for it appears that the umon, for
the sake of “special interests” are the
ones being discriminatory now.

There is something fundamentally
wrong with the idea of tearing down
an organization as old as the Scouts
(circa 1908) for the sake of “recogni-
tion” of another group..

In closing I ask those that support
this measure just what our schools will
be used for to attract P-CEP students
and children to after school construc-
tive activities? Will there be a gay and
legbian “awareness” program adepted
ir lieu of the Boy Scouts Of America?

Or, perhaps we should just adopt
“midnight basketball” and be done
with it.

Frank Finch

Canton-

W Defends police

We, the Michigan Chapter of the
National Association for the Advance-
ment of White People (NAAWP) stand
behind the Westland Police concerning
the incident where Winston Robinson
was arrested for several violations of
the law.

Clearly the officers had reason
beyond racial profiling to effect a traf-
fic stop, and just as obvious, this was
good police work given the nature of
the subsequent charges.

Now it seems that good police work
is less important than the increasing
shrill cries of racism. Westland offi-

- cials need to question whether they

will have a safe community if there is
a policy of pandering to special inter-
est groups who use allegations of
racism as a means o condone criminal
activities.

The “wake-up call,” as put forth by
Judge Youngblood, should be “let the

- cops continue to do their jobs and I wiil

support them.” We also suggest that
she take some time to ride on police

* patrols to cbserve these professionals
-doing their jobs, and doing them well.

Perhaps then the nature of how law
enforcement works in the real world
il become clear tc her.
Jim O’Donnell
Canion
Local Leader-Michigan Chapter,
NAAWP

B Not disappointed

My name is Maribeth. I'm 9 years
old. I am writing to you because I -
think not being able to wear Hal-
loween costumes is fair. We get to
wear Halloween costumes on Hal-
loween. That is good enough for me.

- We do fun things instead.

Maribeth Conner
Mrs, Siero Third Grade Class
Fiegel Elementary

B Where’s the tolerance?

The Plymouth-Canton teacher’s
union is currently trying to impose its
beliefs regarding homosexual behavior
on the rest of the community. Why

cant the union be tolerant of groups -~
such as the Boy Scouts that happen to -
disagree with their philosophy? The -
union has a distorted definition of tol- ..
erance if it can only accept groups that ..,
agree with its philosophy on homosex- v
ual behavior? "

James C, Winebrener

Plymouth

z

B Organ donors give life =

“This Thanksgiving talk about some-
thing more than food. Talk to your
family about donating life.” These
words embody this first-ever national
effort to encourage Americans to start
a new tradition on Thanksgiving Day
- discussing the gift of organ, tissue
and eye donation with their families.
During the week of Nov. 19-23, aware-
ness-raiging activities across the
nation will highlight the critical need
for donation.

More than 71,000 men, women and
children are waiting for a healthy
organ to replace their failing heart,
kidney, liver, lung or pancreas. Six-
teen of them will die each day because
too few organs are available for trans- «.
plant. Thousands more are in need of %
life improving tissue transplants. Tis-
sues like the cornea of the eye can cure
nearly 10 percent of all blindness.

Other tissues include skin for burn vic- '

tims, bone for various orthopedic and -*

neurological procedures, heart valves -~

for treatment of congenital heart -

deieﬂf:ts and veins for coronary bypass
S

Typlcally the topic of donation rarely N
occurs in most family discussions R
unless someone they know or loveis ..
waiting for a transplant. Furthermore, ..
while most Americans support dona- ¢
tion they are unaware that signinga

’

€5E°

donor card is not enough to ensure
their wishes will be acknowledged.

- Americans must tell their family how ‘

they feel about donation so when the |
time comes to consider donation, their
family may honor their wishes. Itis ..
the next-of-kin who makes the final
donation decision.

The United States Senate Resolution
225 designates Nov. 23, Thanksgiving . v
Day, as a day to “Give Thanks Give "
Life” and to discuss the topic of organ, !

A

tissue and eye donation. - -

Ruth Kade
Livonia _,

Share your opinions -
We welcome your letters to the
editor. Please include your name,

address and phone number for e
verification. We ask that your letters ...
be 400 words or less. We may edit
for clarity, space and content.

Mail: ¢
Letters to the Editor . '
Tedd Schneider : o
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Plymouth, Ml 48170 R
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Florida lesson: Michigan
should have uniform ballot

Frankly, I'm of two minds when I consider the
vote counting and recounting going on in Florida.

Mind @One: Nobody has ever claimed elections
are entirely free of error or manipulation. The
key question has always been whether they are
accurate enough to be a legitimate expression of

the popular will and therefore broadly accepted

by the public.

So all the hoopla about getting a perfectly accu-
rate count is not
] only nonsense but
§ dangerous in that
it suggests that
perfectlon . 1
required in order
to get a legitimate
election outcome.

that the perfect is
the enemy of the
¥ good.
{ Mind Two: Elec-
i tions must be legit-
& imate to function
as a democratic
mechanism. The
: mechanics of voting
must be sufficiently clear and easy to use so that
the intent of voters is actually expressed on the

Phil Power

ballot. And the devices used for counting must be

reliable enough for the people to have confidence
that the®result accurately expresses the aggre-
gate will of the voters.

Clearly, bad ballot design can confuse voters.
And it’s very likely that the punch card ballot
invites error when voters do not punch them
meticulously. Moreover, the equipment used to
count punch card ballots is prone to a variety of
chad-induced errors. So the logical remedy is to
do a manual recount; even though no human
process can be entirely error-free, a recount is
more likely to render an accurate expression of
popular will than an electro-mechanical system
prone to error.

As to the lesson we in Michigan should learn
from the thrash in Florida, I have no doubt: We
should promptly move to a uniform voting system
in Michigan, using ballots of standardized design
and optical scanning voting machines.

Secretary of State Candice Miller called last
week for such a reform. “There would be a
tremendous advantage to election officials and
voters if every community used the same type of
voting equipment and the same style of ballot,”
she said. “Adopting a uniform system statewide
would eliminate confusion among voters moving
from one precinet to another.”

Hight now, Michigan’s election system is a
mish-mash. Of the 5,375 precincts in the state,

- tems, 137 used paper ballots, 97 used t

ferred to talk off the record: “The punch

It’s an ideal exam-
ple of the old adage -

- ic system, we should not lose the opportumty.

3,006 use optical scanning equipment in th
election, 1,443 precincts used punch car

screen computers and 693 used other ¢t
voting equipment including the old mechani
lever machines.

Most experienced election officials are vocal
expressing frustratlon with the punch car
tems.

The most sensible township clerk I know: p

manufacturers themselves say their systemit
prone to error. Punch card ballots are hid
difficult for voters to use; it’s easy to mak
takes. And the ballots are hard to count,:
perforations vary from strong at the beginn:
the press run to hard to puncture at the;
the run.”

Oakland County Clerk William Caddel
ducted a study in 1993 of the baHoting sy
then available and found that as many a
seven votes can be lost when punch car
used.

W ...the optical scanning syst
spits the ballot out, giving
voter a chance to re-v(

Caddell points out that bad ballots can be cast
on any system, but the optical scanning system
now used in most Qakland County communit:
works well, Caddell has never seen a cha
vote count resulting from machine erro
recount. Moreover, when a voter mista
votes for two candidates, the optical sca
system spits the ballot out, giving the vote
chance to re-vote. ‘

Of course, new voting equipment is expensi
with optical scanning systems running aro
$6,000 a throw. If a uniform system were to
adopted, the state would have to step in an

for equipment and, importantly, training for local

election officials.
But if fair elections and acéurate vote coun
are to remain essential eleménts in our demacr:

learning the appropriate lesson from the cha
Florida and move toward a uniform syst
Michigan. Secretary of State Miller deserve
big hand for bringing the matter forward. |

Phil Power is chairman of HomeToi
Communications Network Inc., the coinpany
that owns this newspaper. He welcomes your
comments, cither by voice mail ot (734) 953-
2047, exti. 1880, or by e-mail af ppower
@homecomm.net.

Opening of time capsule heralds
start of Detroit’s tri-centennial

Are we already
finishing our first
year of the new cen-
tury or is it just
coming up this New
Year’s?

We certainly
went through all
the hype and cere-
mony of a new cen-
tury last New
Year’s — a different
turn of the century
to be sure, because
it also was the turn @ene Scott
of a new millenni-
um. But, was it
really either? Are we perhaps going to celebrate
the start of the new century twice?

One place where the turn of the new century
will be observed again this year-end will be at
Orchestra Hall when the mayor of Detroit opens
the “Century Box” that was sealed 100 years ago
just before Midnight on Jan. 1, 1901. At that
time, Detroit, the nation and the world heralded
the start of the 20th century or so they said.

The (Detroit) Evening News of Dec. 31, 1900,
reported the event this way:

Arrangements are about completed for Detroit’s
official welcome to the new century. The mayor
this morning sent out invitations to the city offi-
cials . . . to be present in his office at 11:30 this
evening to witness the sealing up of the copper
box. The mayor has prepared a greeting in his
own handwriting to the mayor . . . who is expected

to open the box 100 years hence. (His) greeting

concludes with the hope that whatever the new
century may bring forth the people of the United
States will progress with righteousness.

What’s in that copper box, called the Century
Box, has remained a mystery. According to the
(Detroit) Common Council Journal of Jan. 2,
1901, some 64 communications of prominent citi-
zens were to have been placed in the box, but no

one knows for sure what’s in the Century Box. -

Only this much was said about that in the
Evening News back then:
Everyone appears anxious to contribute some-

thing to the box and enough material has been”

offered to fill a house. :

The Evening News of the next day reported all
of this again, but in the past tense.

Obviously, everyone who was around on Dec.

31, 1900, was getting ready for the start of the

new century, the 20th century. Apparently last
New Year’s Eve, Detroit, Birmingham, Novi,
Southfield, Michigan, the United States and the
world celebrated the start of the 21st century a
year early.

Why did this occur? Who really cares anyway"

The Congressional Quarterly of Oct. 25, 1999,
said this about the forthcoming premature obser-

~ lac. The festival will feature a parade of tall

be called the Tricentennial Time Capsule,

vance of the new century:
Regardless of what has gone before, the a
of the new century has been propelled alon,
part of the pace of space-age technology and i
ern life styles, even through it technically dog:
begin until Jan. 1, 2001. :
Technically, when the Roman Calends
started 2,000 years ago, the first year was co
ed as the year 1 A.D. (Anno Domini, year
Lord). There was no year Zero.
Anyway, back here in Detroit, we will h
least one observance of the start of the new cen
tury come this Dec. 31, — The opening of the Cer
tury Box. It will happen, coincidentally, as
kickoff for a year-long celebration of Detr:
centennial — the 800th anniversary of its fo
ing in 1701. The Detroit 300 Commission, h
by Edsel B. Ford II, chose the box opening as
event to herald the start of the tricentennia
Opening the box this Dec. 81, a hundred
after its sealing, just happens to be the st
the 21st century, technically speaking. :
The Century Box of 1901 will be opened
the second Detroit Symphony Orchestra ¢
that evening, shortly after 11:30 p.m..
Since the box was sealed on the eve of Det;
bicentennial year back in December 190
wonders why it was called the Century Bo:
not the “Bicentennial or Bi-Centenary Box
eral reasons emerge: .
M It was the eve of the start of the new ce:
as-observed at that time.
M Detroit’s bicentennial in 1901 came and
without hardly a flutter, compared to the ce
tion that’s planned for the upcoming tricer
al year.
B The Century Box was never referred
where as the “Bi-Centenary Box” before the
Common Council Report of the Bi-Centen
the city’s founding.
Detroit’s 300th birthday observance in 20
will be marked by community, city and metropo
tan area events.throughout the entire ye;
will be highlighted by the Tricentennial F
during the week of July 24 - the actual da
the city’s founding by Antoine de la Moth

on the river, a re-enactment of Cadillac’s la
the 300th anniversary observance of the f
of St. Anne’s Church, concerts and other e

The year will end Wlth the sealing of w

Century Box.

For more information on the New Yea
Century Box opening event and DSO co
other Detroit Tricentennial events and pr
call Detroit 300 at 877-DET2001 or visit
Web site at www.detroit300.0rg.

Gene Scott is a Livonia resident and a
member of the research advisory committ
of the Detroit 300 Commission.
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