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Halloween on Parade: 
Sarah "Tinkerbell" 
Joswiak, 7, parades 
through the neighborhood 
behind Gallimore Elemen-
tary Tuesday afternoon 
with her schoolmates. For 
more pictures from the 
annual parade, please 
turn to page A9 in today's 
Observer. 

mmm hmm 
Making your vote count: 
Sunday's Observer gives 
you all you need to know 
about dropping off your 
absentee ballot or voting in 
Canton Township./A1 

Durant III? Sunday's 
Observer explains why Ply-
mouth-Canton schools 
could be on the receiving 
end of some extra cash -
again. / A 1 

Recreation guru; Read all 
about Ann Conklin, Can-
ton's Leisure Services 
director, in Sunday's 
Observer./A1 
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"The results from 
my want ad were 
overwhelming" 

M.O., Farmington 
Hills 
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Road move will halt developers 
Local officials have agreed to designate 

- stretches of some Roads in northwest Can-
* ton as 'Natural Beauty Roads,' making fur-
- ther development ~ or even paving ~ a diffi-

cult proposition at best. 
BY HEATHER NEEDHAM 
STAFF WRITER 
hneedham@oe.homecomm.net 

A group of homeowners who have 
always been vocal - and caut ious -
about new development reached a com-
promise wi th township officials that 
grants "natural beauty road" status to 
certain stretches of road in northwest 
Canton. 

Test plays 
role in 
sentencing 

SEX ASSAULT 

BY HEATHER NEEDHAM 
STAFF WRITER 
hneedham@oe.homecomm.net 

A C a n t o n grocery s to re owner 
charged with sexually assaulting a 9-
year-old Livonia girl in the back of his 
store last summer is being evaluated to 
determine whether or not he is likely 
to commit another offense. 

Rais Sheikh, 38, of Romulus owns 
Shah Grocers, 7260 N. Sheldon, just 
north of Warren. He pled guilty to one 
count of second degree criminal sexual 
conduct Oct. 18 before Wayne County 
Circuit Court Judge William Leo Caha-
lan. He was initially charged with two 
counts. 

Second-degree cnmi^ai KCKua: ovi-
duct involves touching of a child 13 
years or younger and does not involve 
penetration. 

Vis i t ing J u d g e Bet ty Widgeon in 
September ordered Sheikh to post a 
sign on his business, a Middle Eastern 
grocery, stating "all children must be 
accompanied by a person 16-years old 
or older." That sign must stay up until 
Sheikh's next court date on Dec. 7. 

Assistant Wayne County Prosecutor 
Lora Weingarden said Sheikh is under-
going a psychological evaluation. She 
specializes in cases involving children, 
the elderly and the mentally impaired. 

'This is be ing done to de t e rmine 
whether or not (Sheikh) has a sexual 
interest in children and is likely to re-
offend," Weingarden said. "It's a psy-
chological test to determine if people 
are pedophiles." 

If the test results favor Sheikh, he 
will receive five years probation and 
spend 10 days in the Wayne County 
Jail. He also will spend one year elec-
tronical ly te thered to his home and 
only allowed to go to work. 

\yeingarden said Sheikh would pay 

P l e a s e s e e ASSAULT, 

The Northwest Canton Homeowners 
Association wanted some assurances 
t h a t the i r d i r t roads would r e m a i n 
unpaved, said Canton Supervisor Tom 
Yack. 

Roadways des igna ted as n a t u r a l 
beauty roads in Canton include: 

• Nearly all of Gyde Road 
• All of Napier in Canton 
• Joy west of Ridge 

• Ridge from Warren north to Joy 
Yack said the des ignat ion doesn't 

mean the road cannot be paved in the 
future, but encourages future paving to 
be more environmentally sound. 

"It doesn't really do a lot," he said. 
"What it does is lowers speed limits to 
25 (mi les p e r hou r ) and r e q u i r e s 
Wayne County to pay more attention to 
the road with maintenance." 

At a township board meeting Oct. 24, 
Yack said Canton has the only natural 
beauty roads in Wayne County. There 
are some roads designated as such in 
Oakland County. 

"The adop t ion of t h i s r e so lu t ion 
would send a clear message tha t we 

unde r s t and and suppor t the unique 
character of the roads in the Northwest, 
area of Canton. Additionally, it would 
set into motion discussion with Wayne 
County relative to a more environmen-
tally sensitive road paving design," as 
stated in the board packet. 

"Canton Board of Trustees, by policy, 
will not support the paving of Warren 
Road, west of the entrance to Heron 
Ridge, Napier Road from Ford Road to 
Ann Arbor Road, Joy Road West of 
Ridge, Ridge Road north of Warren, 
Hanford Road west of Ridge and Gyde 
roads." 

it's Bush in a chocolate chip landslide 

STAFF PHOTO BY PAUL HURSCHMANN 

Bake and vote: Daniel Conklin tastes his finger after pok-
ing it into one of the cookies on his plate during a "Cookie 
Election* at Bentley Elementary in Canton last week. Stu-
dents in Jan Wade's third grade class, with the help of 
parents, baked cookies based on the recipes of presidential 
candidates wives Tipper Gore and Laura Bush. Mrs. 
Gore's Ginger Snaps were the favorites of just three of the 
pupils, while Mrs. Bush's Cowboy Cookies (a chocolate 
chip concoction) pulled in 19 votes. 

P l e a s e see ROAD MOVE, A2 

Township 
staffers 
get wage 
hike 
•AFSCME CONTRACT 

BY HEATHER NEEDHAM 
STAFF WRITER 
hneedham@oe .homecomm.ne t 

Canton Township and the union rep-
resent ing 49 public works and engi* 
neering employees ratified a four-year 
c o n t r a c t t h a t wil l give 13 p e r c e n t 
across-the-board wage increases and 
an additional $1 an hour to inspection 

employees. 
The t o w n s h i p 

• T h e 4 9 p u b - board approved 
ItC W0r t (> ratifying the con-

t r a c t w. th t he 
American Fodci 

w i l l r e c e i v e a t ion of S t a t e , 

r a i s e s o f 1 3 2 , o u n t y - • a " ' i 
, M u n i c i p a l 

p e r c e n t o v e r Employees Local 
t h e l i f e o f 3860 union at its 
t h e c o n t r a c t , 2 * - 2 4 m e e t i l l ? -

_ . _ f The union r a t i -
W h l c n m n S fied the contract 
t h r o u g h Sept. 27. 
Hfla e ,«k The c o n t r a c t 
iwarcn exp i red M a r c h 

31. The new con-
t r ac t is re t roac-
tive from April 1 
and r e m a i n s in 
e f fec t u n t i l 

March 31, 2004. 
D a n Durack , a d m i n i s t r a t i v e and 

community services director, negotiat-
ed the, contract for the township. He 
sa id t he a d d i t i o n a l $1 an hou r for 
mechanical , building, plumbing and 
electrical inspectors should make the 
jobs more attractive. 

"We've had a difficult in recruiting 
(inspectors)," Durack said. "We were 
somewhat low. The adjustment brings 

P l e a s e s e e CONTRACT, A4 

Up in smoke 
Tobacco companies' loss 

is foundation's gain 
BY LAURIE HUMPHREY 
STAFF WRITER 

Joan Noricks, president of the Can-
ton Community Foundation, is bank-
ing on extra programs this year as a 
result of the 1999 national tobacco set-
tlement. 

Michigan received about $8.1 billion 
f rom tobacco companies as p a r t of 
multi-state lawsuit. Lawmakers voted 
to invest the money in a var ie ty of 
areas including service organizations 
like the Canton Community Founda-
tion. 

"The Council of Michigan Founda-
t ions lobbied the Legis lature ," said 
Noricks. As a result, 66 state certified 
community foundations will receive 
money to promote hea l thy living to 
youth and seniors for the next 12 to 20 
years. About $5 million will be shared 
by community foundations this year. 
About $6 million will be distr ibuted 
next year. 

"This is very exciting," said Noricks. 

• 'We are really going to be 
able to address community 
needs in a way we've never 
been able to before.' 

-Joan Noricks, 
Community Foundation president 

"We a re r ea l ly going to be able to 
address community needs in a way 
we've never been able to before." 

The money will be filtered through 
the s ta te to the Council of Michigan 
Foundations to the community founda-
tions for programs geared to residents 
under 18 years of age or over 65 years 
of age. The first of two checks is expect-
ed to arrive in a week or two. A second 
check will come in February. 

Based on population, the Foundation 

P l ea se see TOBACCO, A4 

Hey, man - it's groovy 

STAFF PIIOTO BY PAUL Hl'JtfCBMA* 
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Resident claims racial discrimination at UPS 
BY HEATHER NEEDHAM 
STAFF WRITER 
hneedham@oe.homecomm.net 

A C a n t o n man h a s f i l ed a 
racial d i scr imina t ion l awsu i t 

aga ins t At lan ta -based United 
Parcel Service, claiming that the 
company took a p ro f i t ab le 
account away from him because 
he i s A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n and 
made racial slurs. 

Are you tired of 
being treated 

like a number? 
'PenMuuzl 

David Schindler, M.D. 
Board Certified in Family 

Practice since 1989 

Personalized Healthcare 
at its best! 

r 100% Patient Satisfaction 
on BCN survey 

r Care for the whole family including 
delivering babies 

: 100% Patient Satisfaction for the Staff also! 
r Forming new Association with David Karle, 

M.D. (see adjoining ad) 
Please join us at our Open House 

November 4th ® 1 -4 p.m. a Mile 
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Kevin Fischer, 35, filed t he 
suit Oct. 11 in Wayne County 
Circuit Court through attorney 
Tim Klisz of the Canton law firm 
McLeod & W a y n e - S p i n d l e r . 
J u d g e Ger shwin Dra in was 
assigned to the case. 

Fischer has worked for UPS 15 
years. He is a national account 
m a n a g e r . UPS employs more 
than 32,000 people worldwide 
and was founded in 1907. 

"He's the only African-Ameri-
can sa les m a n a g e r in t h e 
region ," Klisz sa id . F i sche r 
spearheaded a deal where Ford 
Motor Co. would sh ip al l i t s 
vehic les via UPS on ra i lway 
lines. 

"It 's basically a blockbuster 
deal," Klisz said. But , "before 
inking the deal, managers took 
(Fischer) off the account." 

The sui t sa tes , " . . . (Fischer) 
was able to negot ia te and s e t , 
in to mot ion the l a r g e s t dea l 
between Ford Motor Company 
and UPS ever within the history 

• Kevin Fischer's suit claims a manager removed 
him from a key deal with Ford Motor Co. because 
of his race. Fischer is the only African-American 
sales manager in the region, the suit claims. 

of U P S and U P S Worldwide 
Logistics. 

"...As a result of Mr. (manag-
er James) Riley's racism, (Fisch-
er) was embarrassed,and humili-
a t e d . F u r t h e r , he was not 
allowed to enjoy the accolades of 
his success in negotiating one of 
t h e b igges t accoun t s ever 
because of the color of his skin," 
the suit further states. 

Both Fischer and Frank Tay-
lor of Ford are African Ameri-
can. The two worked together to 
secure the UPS deal. Th^ suit 
s t a t e s t h a t Taylor specifically 
requested Fischer to work with 
Ford in securing the deal. 

Though m a n a g e m e n t never 
disclosed a reason for the deci-

sion, Klisz said it was because of 
Fischer's race. 

"There was a racially hostile 
e n v i r o n m e n t , " Klisz s a i d . 
"Racial slurs were being made." 

F i sche r sa id while he w a s 
interviewing for his present job 
in April, 1997, he told his future 
supervisor that he was returning 
to college and was a non-tradi-
tional student. His interviewer 
asked what that meant, and Fis-
cher said it simply meant he was 
older than most college students. 

"He l a u g h e d and sa id ' I 
thought that meant you were a 
black guy who didn't play college 
basketball,"' Fischer said, recall-
ing the interview. 

The manager is identified as 

Road move from page A1 

Announcing.. 
a new physician 

to your 
neighborhood. 

David Karle, M.D. 

Board Certified 
Family Practice 

I am pleased to announce the relocation of my 
practice to Livorfia. I will be joining David 

Schindler, M.D. (see adjoining ad) I look forward to 
continuing with the care of my established patients 

and will be accepting new patients. 

Come visit our Open Houf 
on November 4th 

from 1 - 4 p.iti 
( 7 3 4 ) 5 9 1 - 5 5 3 7 
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Chuck Suppnick, vice presi-
dent of the Nor thwest Canton 
Homeowners Association, said 
he was pleased with the resolu-
tion. He .was among several resi-
dents attending the meeting. 

"Thank you for acknowledging 
the unique character of north-
west Canton," Suppnick said. 

In a r e l a t e d m e a s u r e , t he 
township also approved putting 
$2,000 toward a t r ee plant ing 
program organized by residents. 
The t r e e s have been p l a n t e d 
along Gyde Road to replace some 
that were removed during sewer 
line installation several months 
ago. 

The Northwest Canton Home-
owners Association contributed 

• Developers who 
remove trees on Can-
ton land must pay $300 
per tree if the trees a re 
not replaced. 

$1,000 toward the trees. Resi-
d e n t s r e c e n t l y o rgan ized a 
"beautification day" where they 
planted trees along Gyde. 

Developers who remove trees 
on Canton land must pay $300 
pe r t r e e if t h e t r e e s a r e not 
replaced. That money goes into a 
tree fund tha t pays for trees to 
be planted in right of way areas 
and parks, said Jeff Goulet, com-
munity planner. 

• » | f i H B A 8 S T O N S 8 • S H ! 

APPLE WREATH 
TEMPTATIONS FOR THE HOME 

Present this ad for 
Free Gi f t with $20 o r m o r e purchase! 

Refreshments Served 

Monday thru Friday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Stamford Plaza • 33621 West Seven Mile • Livonia, MI 48152 
(248 ) 4 7 4 - 6 0 9 0 
v ' L10Q45 
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Join Community Federal Credit Union And 

You Could Be A Winner, 
In More Ways Than One 

Th here's never been a better time to open an account at your Community credit union. Because for every new 
deposit account opened by December 9, 2000 youll get a chance to win one of these great prizes. 

o u 

Qrand Prize 
7-Day Caribbean Cruise 

For Two* 

First Prize 
Digital Phone & 

One Year of Cellular Service* 

5 Second Prizes 
$100 Cash 

% » 

New members win in other ways, too. You'll learn first-hand how outstanding service and a commitment to this 
community really pays off. With great rates, free checking programs, Internet Banking and more, you can't lose! 

Plus, Community Federal will donate $5 to the Plymouth Community United Way for every new member. 

Bring a friend. Tell a family member and you both could win! Remember, anyone who lives or works 
in Plymouth, Canton, Northville or Novi can become a part of our community. 

Community 
Federal 

C R t: 0 ! I U N ! O N 

At Your Service. 
In Your Community 

www.cfcu.org 
Plymouth Branch • 500 S. Harvey • (734) 4534200 

Canton Branch •' 6355 N. Canton Center Rd. • (734) 455-0400 
Northville Branch • 400 E. Main Street • (248) 348-2920 

Your earing* Mwally Insured <9 S10MM0 

N C U A 
Nttwi IW MSKktmnj". • U 8 Gthi'ifimthfrKj 

Contest restrictions! Must be 18 or older to enter. Community Federal Credit Union employees and immediate family are not eligible. N o purchase necessary. 
Visit any branch for an entry form. Drawing to be held December 12,2000. All entries must be received by December 9, 2000. Need not be present to win. 
Odds of winning determined by number of entries received. *See any branch for details. 

James Riley in the suit. 
Fischer decided to file the dis-

c r i m i n a t i o n l a w s u i t a f t e r 
attempting to resolve the issue 
internally, through a mediation 
process. 

"The one thing I hope to make 
clear is that my case is about a 
pursuit of being treated fair and 
equally," Fischer said. "It 's not 
about hatred." 

G a r r e t t Wilson, d i s t r i c t 
h u m a n r e s o u r c e s m a n a g e r 
work ing out of UPS ' L ivonia 
office, said the case has no merit. 

"We thoroughly invest igated 
this and our investigation does-
n't support any of those allega-
tions," Wilson said. This is jus t a 
dispute over reassignment of an 
account — we reassign accounts 
all the time." 

UPS was recently named one 
of the world's 50 best companies 
for Asians, blacks and Hispanics 
by Fortune , Wilson said. 

"We certainly support diversi-
ty in the workplace." 

Mysterious doings at church 

• 
Dinner theater: Cast members rehearse for Satur-
day's Mystery - Dinner at Our Lady ofLoretto 
Church in Redford. Tickets at $20 are available in 
advance only by calling the church, (313) 534-
9000. 

Reliable. ? : i r ' b § 
Dependable, < l i 
A v a i l a b l e ^ 1 

Also 
and 
Carolina Mountain Water. 

Taste the difference. 
SPECIAL I N T R O D U C T O R Y O F F E R 

7J4-41 6-7033 

P r e s e n t e d b y 

H a n d s O n Center For Physical Therapy 

JUMPING TO CONCLUSIONS 
Located be iow the cal f , the he lp cor rec t the p rona t i on that 

caused the tendinit is. Achi l les tendon helps lift the heel. 
As a result of overuse injury, it 
may become in f lamed (tendinitis). 
The most c o m m o n culpr i t of this 
cond i t ion is excessive pronat ion 
of the ank le a n d foo t , w h i c h 
causes the Achi l les tendon to pul l 
off-center. The t r e a t m e n t for 
Achi l les tendin i t is consists of rest 
and app l i ca t i ons of ice. As a 
preventive measure, it also helps 
to stretch the t endon by p lac ing 
one leg at a t ime behind the body, 
w i th the heel d o w n to the ground. 
Standing w i t h the forefeet o n a 
raised surface, and lower ing the 
heels b e l o w the raised surface, 
also helps. Beyond that, an arch 
suppor t or o r tho t i c dev ice may 

N o mat te r w h a t f o r m your 
" A c h i l l e s h e e l " t a k e s , t h e 
k n o w l e d g e a b l e and s u p p o r t i v e 
staff at the H A N D S O N CENTER 
F O R PHYSICAL THERAPY can 
w o r k w i t h you to achieve the most 
comp le te recovery in the shortest 
p e r i o d of t ime, as w e l l as s h o w 
you h o w to prevent injuries in the 
fu tu re . If you are expe r i enc i ng 
pa in or decreased range of mot ion 
due to accident or il lness, or have 
u n d e r g o n e surgery, ask y o u r 
phys ic ian for a referral. To learn 
m o r e about our services, please 
c a l l 445 -8370 . . You ' l l f i n d our 
f ac i l i t i es loca ted at 4 7 0 Forest 
Avenue, Suite 20, in Plymouth. 

P.S. Achil les tendinit is may also result f r o m frequent jumping. 

S i r . ' 
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8663 N. Lilley, S. of Joy • Canton 
In Golden Gate Center 

734.207.5555 
www.sneakys.com 

Open Mon-Fri. 11 a.m.-2 a.m.; Sat.-Sun. noOn-2 a.m. 

O P E N j o * L U N C H ! 

99* 
GYROS 

Every 
Monday 

I I E G A L U N C H I M Y I 

i get J FREE!; 
' • Valid Mon.-Wed. 11 a.m>2 p.m. ' 
1 Must be same food item I 
< • Not valid for beverage purchase i 
I • Coupon. Expires 12-31-00 \ 

The Fresh Alternative to Burgers & Fries... 

^34 JlwncU and jbitutefr! 
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PHOTOS BY DIANE HANSON 

AH dolled up: Tina Hazard (left) and Emily Perpich 
perform during the "Barbie" segment of the P-CEP 
Marching Band show, "Reflections: On Obsessions." 

WSDP highlights careers 
WSDP-FM 88.1, in pa r tne r -

ship with Steps to Success, has 
created a series of public service 
a n n o u n c e m e n t s focus ing on 
career awareness and prepara-
tion. 

Steps to Success is a compre-
hensive system of career aware-
ness and preparation activities, 
provided for students in the Ply-
m o u t h - C a n t o n C o m m u n i t y 
Schools. 

Steps to Success offers s tu-
dents, paren ts , educators, and 
the business community oppor-
tunities to work together to pre-
pare y o u n g peop le to l ive and 
work in the 21st century. 

The announcements will fea-
ture interviews with educators, 
community leaders , and busi-
ness people. Betty Bloch, Steps 

to Success Coord ina to r , and 
Judy Stone, former West Middle 
School Principal, developed the 
idea for t h e a n n o u n c e m e n t s . 
"Both B e t t y and J u d y are 
ex t remely p a s s i o n a t e about 
preparing young people for the 
work world. We've enjoyed the 
chance to work with them," said 
Bill Keith, station manager. 

The announcements are pro-
duced by Jacob Bugeja, WSDP's 
promotion director and a stu-
dent at S t a rkwea the r School. 
"Jake is incredibly talented as a 
producer and he was my first 
choice to head up this project," 
said Keith. 

The first series of announce-
m e n t s f e a t u r e s an in te rv iew 
with Betty Bloch. 

Did you k n o w ? 
• The first commercial radio 

s t a t i o n (KDKA, P i t t s b u r g h ) 
began broadcast ing on Nov. 2, 
1920? 

• Random Acts of Kindness 
Week is Nov. 6-12? 

• The h a l f w a y po in t of 
autumn is Nov. 6? On this day, 
45 days of a u t u m n will h a v e 
elapsed and the equivalent will 
r e m a i n be fore Dec. 21, 2000, 
which is the winter solstice and 
the beginning of winter. 

• One of the quickest ways to 
put out the fire of heartburn is 
to drink three or four ounces of 
skim milk? , 

• Physicist Wilhelm Conrad 
Roentgen discovered the X-Ray 
on Nov. 8,1895? 

Web Watch. 
Check out these Web sites: 
• www.weatherplanner.com 
• www.ammi.org/livingroomcan-
didate 
• www.peoplespot.com 
• www.precinemahistory.net 

F o r t e en r e a d e r s 
Here is some new fiction in the 
library teen area: 
• Dreamland by Sarah Dessen 
• Players by Joyce Sweeney 
• Carolina Autumn by Carol 
Lynch Williams 
• The Beet Field by Ga ry 
Paulsen 
• Silent to the Bone by E.L. 
Konigsburg 

Q&A 
Q: Why is honey used on cuts 

7 * ^pes? 
tin 

Fine-tuning 
P-CEP marchers take top slot at Glenn 

BY DIANE HANSON 
SPECIAL WRITER 

The hard work and dedication 
of the 200-member Plymouth-
C a n t o n E d u c a t i o n a l P a r k 
Marching Band paid off again at 
the John Glenn Invitational in 
Westland on Saturday. 

The band's performance of its 
10-minute show, Reflections: On 
Obsessions - a musical and dra-
matic commentary on society's 
obsessions with material goods, 
and appearances — netted them 
the Fl ight I f irst-place t rophy 
along with all three captions for 
Best Music, Best Marching and 
Best General Effect. 

"It was probably our best over-
all pe r fo rmance th i s season," 
sa id b a n d d i rec to r Dav id 
McGrath. "There are still some 
rough spots, but they are becom-
ing less and less frequent." 

One of t h e rough spots h a d 
nothing to do with the marchers. 
The electronic s ignboard t h a t 
was supposed to scrol l s tock 
quotes and beeper messages in 
large glowing -red letters worked 
p rope r ly for a few m i n u t e s 
before malfunctioning. 

"It is always a bit risky when 
you have an electronic element 
in t h e show," sa id M c G r a t h . 
"We've had problems with micro-
phones a n d o the r e l ec t r i ca l 
props before." 

He chuckled when he added 
that the judges, at first, couldn't 
figure out what the message was 
supposed to mean. 

"They finally figured out there 
was a glitch in the system." " 

Trombonist Heather Nagy, a 
senior with three previous years 
of march ing band experience, 
was very pleased with the Satur-
day evening show. "I t h i n k it 
was the best performance I've 

ever done," she 
said. And that 's no 
ea sy t a s k s ince 
t h e r e a r e more 
s t e p s a t a f a s t e r 
pace a n d more 
challenging music 
than the band has 
ever done. 

"It i s a c tua l l y 
k ind of scary ," 
Nagy a d m i t t e d . 
"There are so many 
peop le going al l 
around doing 180-
degree t u r n s t h a t 
s o m e t i m e s you 
th ink you're going 
to h i t somebody." 
She sa id she h a s 
h a d a few close 
encounters herself. 

Still, she said, "It 
is a g r e a t fee l ing 
w h e n you do Kit 
right. It is a great 
accomplishment." 

And the P-CEP 
B a n d accom-
p l i s h e d g r e a t 
t h i n g s a t J o h n 
Glenn High School 
with the highest score, 92.5, of 
all 26 competing bands. 

Other Observer-area bands in 
Flight I were Livonia Franklin 
in sixth place, Wayne Memorial 
in eighth and Livonia Stevenson 
in ninth. John Glenn played in 
exhibition as hosts of the invita-
tional. 

In Flight II Farmington took 
fourth with a score of 71.5 and 
Harrison captured first place in 
Flight III with a score of 76.3. 

Although the band already has 
a very impressive show at this 
point, "the big thing now is to 
improve the performance level 
a s m u c h as poss ible ," sa id 
McGrath. That will mean more 

I 

Signed up: Color guard Carol Anne Campbell shows her "status" 
sign. 

i n t e n s e p r a c t i c e s as t h e y 
approach the state and national 
competitions. 

"They cer ta in ly u n d e r s t a n d 
where they are now and where 
they wan t to be performance-
wise ," M c G r a t h exp l a ined . 
"Their goals are personal goals 
and are not based on winning." 

It's not just McGrath who says 
so. 

"I t ' s a lot of work, but i t is 
worth it," said Jeff McKelvey, a 
j u n i o r who plays a m a s t e r f u l 
t rumpet solo in the show. "We 
don't do it to place better; it is 
practicing to improve yourself. 
I t ' s abou t r e a c h i n g p e r s o n a l 
goals." 

McKelvey said marching band 
h a s t a u g h t h i m a good work 
ethic, too, and t h a t it car r ies 
over in to h i s pe r sona l life as 
well. "You really learn how to do 
a job well." 

Nagy couldn't agree more. 
"Our main goal by nationals is 

to be the best personally we can 
possibly be. And it's not about 
placement. It's such a great feel-
i ng w h e n you know t h a t you 
have done your personal best." 

The Plymouth-Canton March-
ing Band will be competing 
among the top 40 bands in 
Michigan at the state champi-
onships on Nov. 4 at the Pontiac 
Silverdome. 

bacteria needs to grow. Dabbing 
i t on minor cuts and scrapes 
actually controls infection and 
h a s t e n s h e a l i n g b e t t e r t h a n 
most antibacterial ointments. To 
get the best benefit, gently rub . 
raw, unprocessed honey (avail-
able at health-food stores) on the 
injured €rea , then cover it with a 
Band-Aid or gauze. 
. Source: News You Need to 
Know 

Lib ra ry cons t ruc t ion u p d a t e 
For information visit the pro-

posed floor plan and our photo 
album of the expansion at our 
Web site: www. cantonpl. org 

New DVDs 
Here a r e some new DVDs 

available from the library: 
• An American in Paris 
• Bravehart 
• Henry V 
• Men in Black 
• Patton 

Staff f avo r i t e s 
Here are some staff choices for 

favorite books on audiotape: 
• Man in Full by Tom Wolfe 
• Cold Sassy Tree by Olive 

Ann Burns 
• Outlander by Diana Gabal-

don 
• The Weight of Water by 

Anita Shreve 

Hot top ic of t he week 
General Election Day! Nov. 7, 

annually the first Tuesday after 
the first Monday in November. 
Many s t a t e and local govern-
ment elections are held on this 
day, as well as presidential and 
congressional elections in the 
appropriate years. All U.S. Con-
gressional seats and one-third of 
U.S. Senate seats are up for elec-
tion in even-numbered years , 
and president ial elections are 
held in even-numbered years 
tha t can be divided equally by 
four. The day is a holiday in 12 
states. 

@ the Canton Library is com-
piled by Laura Dorogi of the 
library s t a f f . The library is at 
1200 S. Canton Center. For more 
^formation about library pro-
rams and services, call 397-
999. 

(Hurry, the end is near!) 

M 
IP Great 

Fall Savings! 
30-50% 

Off 
a selection of Women's Designer, Sportswear, Dresses, Petites, 
Clairewood, Ms. J and Home items to wear and use right now! 

Better get scrambling, while the savings last! 
"Savings off original prices of selected styles. No adjustments made on prior purchases. 

- A ft - n D C M rt. iki A T M n r t M I B i r m i n g h a m • (248) 6 4 4 * 6 9 0 0 Livon ia • (734) 5 9 1 - 7 6 9 6 
M O N - S A T 1 0 - 9 • O P E N S U N A T N O O N \ R o c h e s t e r . ( 2 4 8 ) 6 6 1 - 6 0 0 0 

jacobsons.com 
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http://www.weatherplanner.com
http://www.ammi.org/livingroomcan-
http://www.peoplespot.com
http://www.precinemahistory.net
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High school boy dies after contracting disease 
B Y D A R R E L L C L E M 
STAFF WRITER 
dclem@oe.homecomm.net 

i A Wayne Memor ia l High 
School student died Wednesday 
a f t e r c o n t r a c t i n g ' bac t e r i a l 
meningitis. 
• He was flown Tuesday to the 
University of Michigan Medical 
Center after contracting the dis-
ease - blamed for four deaths in 
one month in southeast Michi-

The l l th -g rade male student 
was airlifted after he was taken 
Tuesday morning to Oakwood 
Hospital/Annapolis in Wayne. 
He had become ill dur ing the 
night. 

As the meningi t i s scare h i t 
home, d i s t r i c t off ic ia ls and 
Wayne County Health Depart-
men t r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s on 
Wednesday evening were meet-
ing with parents, students and 
school employees inside Wayne 

WAYNE-WESTLAND SCHOOLS 

Memorial's Alumni Arena. 
Dr. Donald Lawrenchuk, medi-

cal director of the county health 
depa r tmen t , said pa ren t s and 
s t u d e n t s shou ldn ' t panic . He 
said t he 89 cases of bac te r ia l 
meningitis reported this year in 
southeast Michigan are actually 
down from the 100 cases for the 
same period in 1999. 

. "It's not an unusual year at all 
when i t comes to b a c t e r i a l 
men ing i t i s , " he sa id . "We're 
actually about 11 cases below 
where we would expect to be this 
time of year." 

Wayne -Wes t l and off ic ia ls 
responded swiftly Tuesday by 
sending letters home with every 
student in the district. Superin-

tendent Greg Baracy said offi-
cials wanted to publicly acknowl-
edge the meningitis case without 
causing unnecessary alarm. 

"We w a n t to m a i n t a i n some 
calm in t he d i s t r i c t , " Ba racy 
said. 

District officials learned from 
the county hea l th d e p a r t m e n t 
t h a t the Wayne Memorial stu-
dent had been diagnosed wi th 
meningococcal meningitis. Bara-
cy told parents in his letter tha t 

"this appears to be limited to a 
single case." 

Lawrenchuk advised people to 
wash their hands regularly and 
to avoid shar ing drinking con-
tainers and eating utensils. 

"Normal classroom activities 
do not place a child or teacher at 
risk," Baracy wrote, adding that 
county heal th officials advised 
t h a t "there is no reason for a 
parent to keep a well child home 
from school." 

Contract from page A1 

'us up to market find makes us 
;more competitive with retaining 
?and attracting employees." 
• Highlights of the contract: 
; • 3.5-percent wage increases 
jfor years one and two 

• 3-percent wage increases for-
i years three and four 

• Increasing maximum hours 
per calendar year for seasonal 
and p a r t - t i m e employees to 
1,800 

• Tui t ion r e i m b u r s e m e n t 
increase from $800 to $1,200 per 
school year 

• 40 hours of compensatory 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON 
PUBLIC NOTICE 

The adopted budgets for the Char te r Township of Canton for 
fiscal/calendar year 2001 are available for public inspection at the Township 
Administration Building-Clerk's Office, 1150 S. Canton Center Road, 
Canton Michigan 48188, during normal business hours, Monday through 
Friday, 8:30 AM to 5:00 PM. A' copy is also available during normal 
business hours at the Canton Public Library, 1200 S. Canton Center Road, 
Canton, Michigan 48188, 

TERRY G. BENNETT 
Clerk 

Publish: November 2,2000 l i 008857 

t ime employees can b a n k for 
their own use. 

Canton Supervisor Tom Yack 
said the wage increases were 
agreeable. 

"The (13 percent) across the 
board wage increases is certain-
ly something we can live with," 
he said. 

Russ Heatwole, Canton ordi-
nance inspector and union presi-
dent, said the 13-percent wage 
increase was a sticking point in 
n e g o t i a t i n g . The un ion had 
r e q u e s t e d 14 p e r c e n t , b u t a 
s t a t e a r b i t r a t o r ru led t h e 13 
percent was fair because of the 
$1 an hour increase for inspec-
tors. 

"Health (benefit) wise, every-
thing's p re t ty much remained 
the same," Heatwole said. 

Assault from page A1 

for the private tether out of his 
own pocket . He would be 
r e q u i r e d to a t t e n d sexua l 
offender counseling a t Metro 
Shores Counseling in Wyan-
dotte. 

If the tests show Sheikh has 
pedophi l iac t endenc i e s , he 
could face up to 15 years in 
prison. 

The state's Family Indepen-
dence Agency conducted an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n to f i nd out 
w h e t h e r or not She ikh may 
have been sexually assaulting 
any of his eight children. 

The FIA's i n v e s t i g a t i o n 
y ie lded no poss ib le sexua l 
abuse within the family. 

• If the tests show Sheikh has pedophiliac ten-
dencies, he could face up to 15 years in 
prison. 

No o the r c h i l d r e n h a v e 
r e p o r t e d b e i n g s e x u a l l y 
a s sau l t ed a t t he s to re since 
this incident, was reported in 
July, according to Weingarden. 
The Livonia girl had reported-
ly visited the store about three 
times. Her mother works in a 
professional complex behind 
the store. 

"I believe i t is an isolated 
incident," she said. 

She ikh ' s a t t o r n e y P e t e r 
Samouris of Okemos has said 
that there were inconsistencies 
in t h e g i r l ' s s t a t e m e n t s to 
pol ice and a l s o ^ s a i d t h a t 
Sheikh has no criminal record. 

N e i t h e r S a m o u r i s no r 
Sheikh's other attorney, Mark 
Hart, returned telephone calls 
seeking comment about t he 
psychological evaluation. 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON 
ACCESS TO PUBLIC MEETINGS 

The Charter Township of Canton will provide necessary' reasonable 
auxiliary aids and services, such as signers for the hearing impaired and 
audio tapes of printed materials being considered at the meeting, to 
individuals with disabilities at the meeting/hearing upon two weeks notice 
to the Charter Township of Canton. Individuals with disabilities requiring 
auxiliary aids or sei-vices should contact the Charter Township of Canton by 
writing or calling the following: 

David Medley, ADA Coordinator 
Charter Township of Canton, 1150 S. Canton Center Road 

Canton, MI 48188 
(734) 397-5435 
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Tobacco from page A1 

will receive $23,800 for the first 
payout. Half the money will be 
used to c rea te an endowment 
fund, allowing the Foundation to 
thrive off interest of the perma-
nen t account . The r e m a i n d e r 
will support on-going programs 
or create new ones. 

"This money is going to give us 
the opportunity to be real cre-
ative" in starting new projects, 
she said. 

A local advisory committee has 
a l r e a d y t a r g e t e d a couple of 
areas which would benefit chil-
dren. Programs which provide: 
violence and conflict resolution, 
child care and access to dental 

care a r e a possibi l i ty . Ta rge t 
a reas for seniors include: pre-
vent ing and managing chronic 
d i sease , workforce and aging 
and long term care alternatives. 

The f o u n d a t i o n i s a g r a n t 
maker for Canton and Plymouth 
focusing on art , education and 
community enhancement. 

"It's quality of life issues for 

ROB "ACCOUNTABLE" BOVITZ 

Rob and Katie Bovitz 

I ask for your vote for Wayne County Commissioner 

I will serve you by: 
• Lowering taxes 

• Increasing scrutiny of tax 
millage spending (parks, jails, 
libraries, etc) and eliminating 
government waste . 

• Working to reduce traffic 
congestion and improve 
infrastructure (roads, sewers 
and drains) 

• Improving the accessibility and 
common courtesy of County 
services 

• Reviewing Metro Airport 
Midfield Terminal/Willow Run 
Airport concerns 

• Working with State and Local 
officials to prioritize the 
concerns of Western Wayne 
County citizens and develop a 
team-based approach to 
problem solving . 

• Being fiscally responsible with 
your hard earned tax dollars 

I am endorsed by: 
* Right to Life of Michigan 

* Secretary of State -
Candice Miller 

* State Senator -
Loren Bennett 

* State Senator -
Thaddeus McCotter 

* State Representative -
Bruce Patterson 

* Canton Township Supervisor -
Tom Yack 

* Canton Township Clerk -
Terry Bennett 

* Canton Township Trustee -
Melissa McLaughlin 

... And many other 
grassroot supporters 

www.bovitzcpa.com 

For an Accountable County Commissioner 
Vote Rob Bovitz 

Paid for by Friends of Rob Bovitz, 46409 Killarney Cr., Canton, MI 48188 

L1009003 

DICK'S 
UPHOLSTERY 

Since 1979 

Custom Upholstery • Slip Covers 
10-15% OFF A L L 

F A B R I C S W I T H T H I S A D ! 
Exp i re s 11-30-00 

19162 Farmington Road • N. of 7 Mile • Livonia 

(248) 471-6590 

| 3 8 e f t ' 5 ^ | 

0 
Cordially invites You To Our 

OPEN HOUSE 
SUNDAY NOV. 5th • 12-5 P.M. 

20% OFF 

• « • i 
TOTAL PURCHASE WITH THIS AD* 
Refreshments • Goodies • surprises 

Many in-store Specials 
* some exceptions 

470 FOREST • DOWNTOWN PLYMOUTH • 455-7380 
i 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON 
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS AGENDA 

November 16,2000 
Notice is hereby given that there will be a meeting of the Zoning Board of 
Appeals THURSDAY, November 16, 2000 AT 7:30 P.M. The meeting will 
be held in the First Floor Meeting Room in the Township Administration 
Building located at 1150s S. CANTON CENTER ROAD. The following 
Agendawill be discussed: 
Pledge of Allegiance to the flag 
Roll Call: Blaylock, Cisek, Demopoulos, Johnson, Redfern 
Acceptance of Agenda 
1. John E. Thomas of Semplirier, Thomas & Boak 711 W. Ann Arbor Trail 

Plymouth MI 48170 representing Richard Scott of Dick Scott KIA 41840 
Michigan Avenue Canton MI 48188 are requesting a front yard setback 
variance to Zoning Ordinance 6.02 Q. Open Air Business Paragraph #4. 
Parcel 137-99-0018-703 

(PlanningXTABLED FROM OCTOBER 12 ZBA) 
2. A & S Development 882 Ecorse Ypsilanti MI 48198 representing Larry 

Boykins 1197 Wildwood Canton MI 48188 fro Property at 1611 Iman 
Drive Creekside Villas. They are requesting a variance to Zoning 
Ordinance 26-Section 26.02 Height Variance of House because of high 
water table to include basement. 
Parcel #096-08-0007-000 (5A) (TABLED FROM OCTOBER 12,2000 ) 
A & S Development 882 Ecorse Ypsilanti MI 48198 representing 
Mohamad & Amale Miri 6140 Kendal Dearborn MI 48126 for property 
at 1639 Iman Drive Creekside Villas. They are requesting a variance to 
Zoning Ordinance 26-Section 26.02 Height Variance of house because of 
high water table to include basement. 
Parcel # 096-08-0006-000 (SB) (TABLED FROM OCTOBER 12,2000) 
(Building) 

3. Pastor Ron Chase of Canton Calvary Church 7933 N. Sheldon Rd. 
Canton MI 
48187-2115 is requesting a variance to Fence requirements for corner, 
lots. Building Fence Ordinance # 103 Section 8 D2 for the above 
address. 
Parcel # 011-99-0011-002 (TABLED FROM OCTOBER 12,2000) 
(Building) 

4. Jerome Rewers 800 Wildwood Lane, Canton MI 48188 is requesting a 
variance to the Zoning Ordinance Schedule of Regulations, Article 
26.00, Section 26.02 appealing the side yard setback requirement in 
order to construct a garage addition. 
Parcel 094-05-0037-000 
(Building) 

(Approval of October 12, 2000 minutes) 

the community," she said. 
Organ iza t ions apply to t h e 

Canton Community Foundation 
for grant money, which awards 
money based on the scope of the 
project and probability for suc-
cess. 

Grants are awarded for pro-
jects in both Canton and Ply-
mouth . "(So) t h i s money will 
benefit both the Plymouth and 
Canton area," she said. "We'll 
really be impacting the commu-
nity." 

Canton is home to 20,500 peo-
ple under the age of 18 or over 
65. P l y m o u t h r e p r e s e n t s a 
sma l l e r p o p u l a t i o n of a b o u t 
1 0 . 0 0 0 

A S C I ) A 
BOOKS and GIFTS 

Dedicated to promoting traditional 
Christian values and education through 

good service,. 
sincere devotion 

in our society. 

quality products and a 
i to help spread the Gospel 
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Featured Speakers: 
V Rev. Fr. Peter Giliquist, Noted Author 

and Lecturer 
V Rev. Fr. James Jorgenson, Professor at 

Sacred Heart Seminary 

Call Us or Vist Our Website for 
More Info 

29219 W. 6 Mile , Livonia , MI 
P h o n e (734) 466-9722 

w w w . p a s c h a b a o k s . c o m 
Mon.-Fri 10 am-6 pm 
Saturday 10 am-5 pm 

CANTON 6 
Ford Rd 1 Mile W. of I-275 981-18001 

S4.00 FamilyTwllight 4-6pm daily 
$4.75 Matinees tit 6pm & alt day Tuesday ' 

$4.50 Kids & Seniors all shows 
$ 5 . 5 0 with Student 10 

$5.50 Late Shows Fri & Sat 
Q No Passes or Tuesday discounts 

Unjlmitsd Free Brink 1.25s Corn Refills 

M O V I E G U I D E 

| y | ¥ r o ^ r 

F R E E 
FALL MATINEES! 
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 11 AM 

10/28 & 10/29 
STUART LITTLE (PG) 

P0KEM0N 2000 <G) 
11/4 & 11/5 

9 

© L U C K Y N U M B E R S (R) 
12:15, 2:30, 4:55, 7:20, 9:40 
© B O O K OF S H A D O W S : BLAIR 
WITCH 2 (R) 
1:05, 3:00, 5:0.0, 7:10, 9:15 
O PAY IT F O R W A R D (PG-13) 
2:00, 4:30, 7:00, 9:30 
LADIES M A N ( R ) 
1:00, 2:50, 4:45, 7:30, 9:25 
WICFT P A R E N T S (PG-13V 

TERRY G. BENNETT, Clerk 
Publish: November 2, 2000 
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OBITUARIES 

AUDREY M. HAMMACK 
Services for Audrey M. Ham-

maek of West Bloomfield were 
scheduled for Thursday, Nov. 2, 
at Risen Christ Lutheran 
Church with the Rev. David W. 
Martin officiating. 

Arrangements were handled 
by Vermeulen Funeral Home in 
Plymouth. 

Mrs. Hammack, 62, died Oct. 
25 in Ann Arbor. 

A secretary for Ford Motor 
Co., Mrs. Hammack was born 
Feb. 17, 1938, in Detroit. 

She was preceded in death by 
her father, Paul W. Pochmara. 

She is survived by her hus-
band, Emory R. Hammack of 
West Bloomfield; a daughter, 
Cindy J. Knapp of Canton; her 
mother, Jane I. Pochmara of 
Dearborn; a brother, Paul A. 
Pochmara of Harrison Township; 
and two grandsons, Chris and 
Mark Knapp of Canton. 

Memorials may be made to the 
American Cancer Society, Pan-
creatic Cancer Research, 18505 
W. 12 Mile, Southfield, MI 
48076. 

MARY RUBY HAMPTON 
Services for Mary Ruby Hamp-

ton of Canton were held Oct. 30 
from Vermeulen Funeral Home 
in Plymouth with the Rev. Mar-
vin Hawbaker officiating. Burial 
was in United Memorial Gar-
dens Cemetery, Superior Town-
ship. 

Mrs. Hampton, 87, was born 
July 7,1913, in McCaysville, Ga. 
and died Oct. 27 in Ann Arbor. 

She worked as a 
grinder/inspector. 

She was preceded in death by 
her husband, Wade P. Hampton; 
and her parents, John and Mary-
Stone. 

She is survived by a son, Wade 
R. Hampton of Canton; two 
daughters, Elizabeth (James) 
Bostain of Belleville and Fay 
Elliott of Ferndale; and 12 
grandchildren. 

Memorials may be made to the 
Make-A-Wish Foundation of 
Michigan, 1669 Hamilton, Suite 
210, Okemos, MI 48864-1809 or 
the American Diabetes Associa-
tion Michigan Affiliate Inc., 
30600 Telegraph, Suite 2255, 

Bingham Farms, MI 48025. 
Arrangements were handled 

by Vermeulen Funeral Home in 
Plymouth. 

THOMAS J. GRZYCH 
Services for Thomas J. Grzych 

of Canton were held Oct. 30 at 
Our Lady of Good Counsel 
Catholic Church in Plymouth. 
Burial was in St. Hedwig Ceme-
tery. 

Mr. Grzych, 82, was born July 
9,1918, and died Oct. 26 at St. 
Mary Mercy Hospital in Livonia. 

The longtime Canton resident 
was a parts supervisor for an 
automotive company. 

He was preceded in death by 
his wife, Virginia Grzych. 

He is survived by a son, 
Ronald (Claudia) Grzych; a 
daughter, Rose Ami (Thomas) 
Lackey; three grandsons, Tom, 
Tim and Todd; and many nieces 
and nephews. 

Arrangements were handled 
by Neely-Turowski Funeral 
Home. 

KATHRYN R. JOY 
Services for Kathryn R. Joy of 

Plymouth were held Nov. 1 at 
the Schrader-Howell Funeral 
Home, Plymouth, with the Rev. 
Alex Silva officiating. Burial was 
in Parkview Memorial Ceme-
tery, Livonia. 

Mrs. Joy, 74, was born June 
16, 1926, in Livonia a t the home 
of her parents, George and 
Katherine Trinka, on Schoolcraft 
just west of Merriman. She died 
Oct. 29 in Livonia. 

She grew up in Livonia and 
graduated from Plymouth High 
School in 1944. She wored for 
the Wayne County General Hos-
pital (Eloise) as an administra-
tor in emergency and also served 
as postmaster general. She 
retired in 1977. 

She married Kenneth Joy in 
1953 and they moved to Ply-
mouth Hills Mobile Home Park 
on Ridge Road in 1978. 

Mrs. Joy was a member of 
Dearborn Heights Moose Lodge 
and her most enjoyable hobby 
was playing biiigo. 

She was preceded in death by 
her husband. 

Survivors include a son, James 
Joy of Vista, Calif.; a daughter, 

Patricia A. (Ted) Swiatlowski of 
Livonia; two brothers, Lloyd 
Trinka of Plymouth and George 
(Elsie) Trinka of Plymouth; a sis-
ter, Shirley (Jack) Kiger of Ham-
burg, Mich.; and grandchildren 
Keli, Kevin, Katie, James and 
Catie. 

Memorial contributions may 
be made to the Michigan 
Humane Society. 

KATHERINE CHERUP 
Services for Katherine Cherup 

of Plymouth (formerly of Dear-
born) were Oct. 30 at Holy 
Transfiguration Orthodox 
Church with the Rev. Michael 
Matsko officiating. Burial was in 
Parkview Memorial Cemetery, 
Livonia. 

Mrs. Cherup, 85, was born 
March 13,1915, in Pennsylvania 
and died Oct. 27 in Livonia. 

Mrs. Cherup was a power 
sewing machine operator for GM 
for 25 years. She came to the 
Plymouth community 19 years 
ago from Florida. She was a 
member of Holy Transfiguration 
Orthodox Church and St. Peter 
and Paul Russian Orthodox 
Church in Detroit. She was an 
active member of the senior com-
munity in Plymouth who loved 
knitting, cooking and traveling. 
She was a loving mother, grand-
mother, great-grandmother and 
aunt, who loved to organize fam-
ily reunions. 

Memorials may be made to 
Angela Hospice, Karmanos Can-
cer Institute or the Sjogren's 
Society. 

WILLIAM PAUL SPOONER 
Services for William Paul 

Spooner of Plymouth were held 
Oct. 28 at the Schrader-Howell 
Funeral Home with the Rev. Roy 
G. Forsyth officiating. Burial 
was in Glen Eden Cemetery, 
Livonia. 

Mr. Spooner, 81, was born 
April 8, 1919, in Port Huron and 
died Oct. 25 in Plymouth. 

Mr. Spooner was a retired 
sheet metal worker who worked 
in the construction field. He 
came to the Plymouth communi-
ty 20 years ago from Texas and 
Livonia. He was a member of the 
Sheet Metal Workers of America 
No. 80 in Southfield. He served 

Free "Living Trust" Seminar 
Give Your Family the Gift of Avoiding Probate 

All estates in excess of $15,000 must go through the 

probate process. If you'll have assets worth over 

$100,000, including your home, you owe it to your 

family and yourself to learn the facts about living trusts. 

A will alone GUARANTEES that your estate will go 

through the pain and cost of probate. Probate court will 

take an average of nine months AND COULD TAKE 

YEARS. During this time your family may not be able 

to take possession of your assets. 

The cost of probate (fees, lawyers and such) could 

deplete your estate by as much a 10% of its value. 

Estate taxes run from 37% to 55% of your gross estate 

(for estates of over $675,000). 

ALL OF THIS CAN BE AVOIDED WITH 
PROPER ESTATE PLANNING. 

A LIVING TRUST AVOIDS PROBATE, thus 

eliminating the pain and cost of probate. In addition, a 

living trust protects you during your lifetime according 

to your instructions and not a court appointed guardian. 

Find out how a living trust can protect you and your 

loved ones at one of the following FREE seminars. 

F H £ £ S E M I N A R S 

Southfield Farmington Hills Livonia Westland Farmington 
Turs.,Nov. 15-6 pm Thurs., Nov. 16-6 pm Tues.,Nov. 21 - 6 pm T\ies.,Nov. 2 8 - 6 pm Thurs., Nov. 3 0 - 6 pm 
Parks & Rec Center Longacre House Carl Sandburg Public Library Westland Library Farmington Public Librae 

26000 Evergreen 24705 Farmington Road 30100 W. 7 Mile 6123 Central City Parkway 23500 Liberty Street 
(1 OK mile - east side) . (west side - north of 10 mile) (north side of street) (between Newbutgh/Wayne) (next to police station-paA across street) 

I W h e n you a t t end o n e o f these seminar s , 
y o u ' l l r ece ive a 

FREE 1-HOUR CONSULTATION 
wi th an at torney (wor th $160) . . . so you can find 

ou t h o w a l iving t rus t wi l l benef i t you . 

C O F F E E & C O O K I E S S E R V E D 

A l l Semina r s a re c o n t i n u e d unti l all 
you r ques t i ons a r e a n s w e r e d 

CALL TOLL FREE to RESERVE YOUR SEAT 

1-877-528-3100 
Dennis P. O'Neill, Attorney and estate counselor, presenting YOUR "NEIGHBORHOOD FAMILY LEGAL CENTER" 

in the Army during World War 
II in the European Theater. He 
loved bowling. 

He was preceded in death by a 
daughter, Marie Hickerson. 

He is survived by his wife, 
Marie, of Plymouth; a son, Jerry 
(Nancy) Spooner of Canton; a 
daughter, Norma (Richard) 
Stremick of Manitou Beach; 
eight grandchildren and 21 
great-grandchildren. 

Memorials may be made to the 
Karmanos Cancer Institute. 

GARY A. AUBE 
Services for Gary A. Aube of 

Canton were held Oct. 30 at St. 
John Neumann Catholic Church 
with the Rev. George Charnley 
officiating. Burial was in Holy 
Cross Cemetery, Alpena. 

Mr. Aube, 60, was born Feb. 9, 
1940, in Alpena and died Oct. 26 
in Ann Arbor. 

Mr. Aube was a florist, work-
ing for Barnes Floral in Lansing. 
He came to the Canton commu-
nity in 1997 from Whitmore 
Lake. He was a member of St. 
John Neumann and served in 
the Army. He was an excellent 
cook and loved to entertain. He 
was a loving son, cousin, uncle 
and friend. 

Survivors include a stepmoth-
er, Betty Aube of Alpena; a 
cousin, Donald Aube of Bloom-
field; several nieces and 
nephews. 

Memorials may be made to the 
charity of your choice. 

Clothes encounters made easier 

Cleaning up: The Laundry Si utiun Catn Laundry 
is now open in the Pine Tree Phizi1 on •1n\ Road, 
between 1-275 and Hix. Ownt r Bobhy Fcnhrl!'pic-
tured) says the state-of-the-art laundromat 
includes 70 washers and dryers. A centrifugal 
extractor cuts drying time and extends the life of 
garments, according to Fenkell. The Laundry Sta-
tion is open 8 a.m.-11 p.m. daily and features a 
customer lounge with television, snack and drink 
machines. The new business also offers a *frequent 
washer club" and professional, drop-off laundry 
service. 
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give him 

ultimate 
comfort 

Supremely comfortable "Byron" moccasin-

from Ugg®have a rich classic look. 

With leather-trimmed sheepskin uppers 

and luxuriously warm sheepskin fleece linings. 

Molded rubber soles take you indoors or out. 

Chestnut. VVhoie sizes 6-IOIVI. $»O. 

Also available: suede "Scuff" slippers 

lined with skeepskin. $52, 

In Men's Shoes. 
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School vouchers: Pro and con 
is chance for reform 

DeVos 

BY DICK DEVOS 

Poli t ic ians 
would h a v e 
u s bel ieve 
t h a t every 
election is the 
most impor -
tant one, par-
t i c u 1 a r 1 y 
when t h e i r 
names are on 
the ballot. I t 
is an u n d e r -
s t a n d a b l e 
impulse. 

But t h i s 
year, voters have a once-in-a-life-
time opportunity to improve the 
quality of our educational sys-
tem and to do something t h a t 
will really matter in-the lives of 
thousands of children. By voting 
YES on Proposal 1 we can all 
give parents a choice and kids a 
chance. 

Proposal 1 does three simple 
things: It initiates regular test-
ing of teachers in their academic 
subjec ts ; i t p ro tec t s publ ic 
schools from budget cuts; and it 
provides school choice, through 
vouchers, for families who live in 
failing districts. That's it. And I 
almost forgot - according to edu-
cation reform opponents, it caus-
es cancer as well. 

There are only two questions 
to consider when evaluating the 

merits of Proposal 1. First , "Is 
the problem in our educational 
system great enough to seek real 
reform?" and second, "Is Propos-
al 1 the right approach?" 

On the first question, there is 
near consensus. Almost no one 
can argue tha t the problem with 
public education in some school 
districts is not serious. People of 
goodwill can certainly differ on 
the best remedy, but those who 
argue t h a t t h e r e is not a dire 
problem demonstrate a callous-
ness that is revolting. These peo-
ple should not be taken serious-
ly. R e c e n t r e p o r t s i nd i ca t e 
200,000 children are left behind 
in failing schools. 

"Is P r o p o s a l 1 t h e r i g h t 
reform?" Opponents of Proposal 
1 argue t h a t we simply need to 
give the current reforms time to 
work w h i l e we th row more 
money a t t h e p rob lem. They 
argue t h a t the system can,heal 
itself, and as one opponent of 
real educat ion reform told me, 
"Be patient." 

Failing schools 
But let's focus for a moment on 

the uncomfortable t r u t h about 
what is happening while we are 
"being pa t i en t . " Four th-grade 
girls with pig-tails are failing to 
l e a r n to r e a d ; s even th -g rade 
boys a re considering dropping 
out be fo re t h e y r e a c h h igh 

school; and lOth-grade kids are 
being hurriedly passed through a 
system that is failing to educate 
them. 

It is easy to conf ron t t he se 
issues when they are put in sta-
tistical terms, but once we put 
the face of real children on them, 
it makes us very uncomfortable. 
Doesn ' t t he Amer ican Dream 
apply to them as well? 

Again , t h e s e a r e not j u s t 
statistics of graduation rates or 
test scores; these are our kids. 
As the adults continue to bicker 
and to "be patient," the kids suf-
fer. 

I will not "be patient." Neither 
will the 463,000 Michigan vot-
ers, who placed Proposal 1 on 
the ballot. Neither will the hun-
dreds of African American pas-
tors who support Proposal 1, and 
neither will the Michigan Cham-
ber of Commerce and the Michi-
gan Catholic Conference, and the 
many others who support Pro-
posal 1. 

P lease consider all of us as 
officially " impat ient" when i t 
comes to the need to provide 
ALL of Michigan's children the 
opportunity for a quality educa-
tion. 

I am not a g a i n s t t h e l i t t l e 
reforms that are typically intro-
duced by politicians and bureau-

— ~ See PRO, A7 
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Plan would hurt local schools 

Blanchard 

BY JAMES J.BLANCHABD ' 

There is no 
g r e a t e r 
t h r e a t to 
M i c h i g a n ' s 
e d u c a t i o n 
f u t u r e t h a n 
t h e vouche r 
p r o p o s a l on 
t h e Nov. 7 
ballot. 

R a t h e r 
t h a n s p r e a d 
e x c e l l e n c e 
and i n n o v a -
t ion in our 
public schools, voters are being 
asked to divert money to private 
schools. Educa t i on should be 
a b o u t h e l p i n g c h i l d r e n , no t 
a b o u t h e l p i n g a f ew p r i v a t e 
schools. Proposal 1 would shift 
publ ic t ax do l la r s away f rom 
neighborhood public schools and 
give it to private and for-profit 
schools. Michigan should vote 
NO a n d r e j e c t t h i s v o u c h e r 
scheme. 

Private schools would clearly 
be the big winners unde r Pro-
posal 1. And they could discrimi-
nate against children with our 
tax dollars. Choice goes to the 
private school, not to parents or 
kids. Pr iva te schools have the 
power to pick and choose t he 
s t u d e n t s t h e y w a n t based on 
race, religion, a student's grades 
or athletic ability, or even a par-
ent's income. Private schools can 
discriminate for any reason. 

Who loses 
Who loses under Proposal 1? 

Our kids lose. Most people lose. 
Proposal 1 hu r t s most average 
hard working Michigan families 
with kids in neighborhood public 
schools. Vouchers would drain 
mill ions of dol lars away f rom 
neighborhood public schools and 
likely result in a tax increase. 

In addition, Proposal 1 creates 
two c l a s se s of c h i l d r e n , t h e 
"haves" and the "have-nots." As 
private schools pick and choose 
the students they want, middle-
class working families and hard 
working students earning aver-

age grades will be left behind in 
pub l i c schools w i t h r e d u c e d 
funding. 

Chi ldren wi th special needs 
will also be left behind. Private 
schools can reject disabled stu-
dents or even refuse to accom-
moda te chi ldren wi th special 
education needs. 

P a r e n t s who a r e u n h a p p y 
with their child's school for any 
r e a s o n have choices today in 
Michigan. Options like char ter 
schools, magnet schools, schools 
of choice within the school dis-
trict or in other districts in the 
region, as well as in some neigh-
boring intermediate school dis-
tricts, all exist today. No child is 
required to remain in a school 
building that is not serving his 
or her needs. 

In places where vouchers have 
been tested, the record shows 
t h a t most of the p a r e n t s who 
t a k e publ ic vouche r money 
already have their children in 
pr iva te schools. In large pa r t , 
vouchers don't rescue children 
f rom t roubled public schools, 
they simply use public money to 
r e i m b u r s e p a r e n t s who a r e 
a l r e a d y pay ing for a p r i v a t e 
school education. Michigan can-
not afford to support two school 
systems, public and private, and 
we should not s t a r t down t h a t 
road. 

I ron ica l ly , voucher schools 
would not have to reveal wha t 
they are doing with our tax dol-
l a r s . P r iva te voucher schools 
tha t accept public money would 
not be required to release finan-
cial information to the public, or 
be required to comply with the 
Freedom of Information Act, or 
even be subjected to Open Meet-
ing laws. 

F u r t h e r m o r e , many p r iva t e 
schools have already announced 
they would not accept vouchers 
because of the possibility of gov-
ernment regulation. Some reli-
gious leaders in Michigan have 
expressed alarm at the possibili-
ty of accepting public voucher 
money and then opening a flood-
gate of exposure to government 
rules and requirements. Once a 

religious school receives taxpay- > 
e r dol lars , government migh t 
dictate how tha t religious school 
operates . This ra ises consti tu- ^ 
t ional issues regarding separa- , 
t ion of chu rch and s t a t e a n d 
would likely result in protracted r 
litigation. 

Getting back to education and 1 

all the talk about failing schools, •*. 
let's remember tha t most of our -Z 
public schools and school dis-
tr icts are doing a good job and 
h a v e shown s t e a d y improve -
ment . However, voucher propo- £ 
nen t s initially claimed t h a t as 
m a n y as 40 public school dis- ~ 
t r i c t s a r e " fa i l ing . " B u t t h e - 5 

voucher proponents have been • 
proven wrong again. The Michi- v-J.' 
g a n D e p a r t m e n t of Educa t ion 
recently released a list showing f 
only seven school districts would 
initially qualify for vouchers if 
Proposal 1 passes. 

Hidden agenda 
Then there 's the real h idden « 

agenda of Proposal 1. While pro- .» 
ponents of vouchers claim t h a t 
they are i n t ended to apply to 
jus t seven districts, the voucher 
p roposa l a c t u a l l y a l lows a n y 
publ ic school sys tem to adopt « 
vouchers. You would never know 
it from their deceptive television 
c o m m e r c i a l s . In f a c t , eve ry 
school d i s t r i c t , even h i g h l y 
acc la imed d i s t r i c t s , could be 
affected by this voucher propos-
al. A school board, by a simple 
r r ta jor i ty vo te , can t r i g g e r a ; 
v o u c h e r p r o g r a m , or a s m a l l 
fraction of the people who voted 
in the last school election could 
schedule a voucher election. 

Pr iva te school pa ren t s could 
be pi t ted against public school 
parents in every school' district 
in the state. In this kind of divi-
sive battle, our children will be 
the losers for sure. 

Finally, we all know t h a t the 
s tatus quo in education is not an 
option. We know how to improve 
our schools. Smaller class size, < 
m o r e p a r e n t a l i n v o l v e m e n t , 
moderniz ing our school bui ld-

_ _ _ _ 
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Play Wheel To Wheels slots 
for your chance to win a 

progressive jackpot OR the 
ultimate prize — a 2001 Chrysler 

PT Cruiser! You can win the jackpot 
by lining up the correct symbols on the 

reels OR win a 2001 Chrysler PT Cruiser with any lucky coin in. 
So cruise on down today and play! 
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\\ 

Not valid on suits or 50% off items, previous purchases & lava ways, gift 
certificates or catalog and internet orders. Cannot be combined with any » . 
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If you bet more than you can afford to lose, you've got 
a problem. Cail-1-800-270-7117 for confidential help. 

M G M Grand is a registered t rademark of Melro-Goldtvyn 

Mayer Lion Corporat ion. Copyr ight M G M Grand Detroit, 
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Pro from page A6 Con from page A6 

c ra t s ; in fac t , many of t h e m 
sound pretty good. Some of these 
little ideas, over time - perhaps 
a long t ime - will have some 
impact. 

But what about the seventh-
grader who, r ight now, is lan-
guishing in an under-performing 
school? Isn't 40 years of steady 
decline enough? Do we rea l ly 
want to let another generation 
fall through the cracks? Are We 
really so paralyzed and impotent 
a s a society t h a t we c a n n o t 
muster the courage and the com-
mon sense to fix something tha t 
is so clearly broken? 

One of the real merits of Pro-
posal 1 is that it seeks to fix only 
that which is broken. People who 
live in areas where the public 
schools are currently providing a 
quality education will certainly 
see t h a t qua l i ty m a i n t a i n e d , 
even s t r eng thened . They will 
bene f i t g r e a t l y f rom r e g u l a r 
teacher testing and from the pro-
tection against education budget 
cuts; 

Common sense 
Most open-minded people 

agree tha t teacher tes t ing and 
protect ing school f und ing a r e 
common-sense reforms. In fact, 
those who oppose Proposal 1 are 
mys te r ious ly qu ie t w h e n i t 
comes to these two pieces of the 
proposal. Instead, they tend to 
focus their fear/smear campaign 
exclusively on the issue of pro-
viding school vouchers to parents 
with kids in failing districts. 

Unfortunately for opponents of 
Proposal 1, t he evidence t h a t 
vouchers work is overwhelming. 
J u s t las t week ano the r s t udy 
proved decisively and wi thou t 
question that vouchers work. 

The facts are clear; the case is 
closed. Studies by Harvard, the 
University of Wisconsin, and the 
Brookings Ins t i tu t ion - which 
are not exactly right-wing outfits 
- are conclusive. Even more com-
pelling is the success in Milwau-

Madonna sets 
open house 

Madonna University in Livo-
nia is holding an Open House for 
prospective s tuden t s 1-4 p.m. 
Saturday, Nov. 4, in the Take 5 
Lounge on campus. 

Those attending will tour the 
campus, meet with faculty, staff 
and s tuden t s and lea rn about 
the more than 50 career-oriented 
programs and 18 master 's pro-
grams offered during the day, 
evenings and weekends. 

For more in format ion , call 
Madonna Univers i ty 's Admis-
sion's Office at (734)432-5339. 
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kee, where 10 years of vouchers 
have improved both public and 
non-public schools. 

The proven success of vouchers 
has not gone unnoticed. In fact, 
j u s t las t week Pres ident Clin-
ton's former Secretary of Labor 
announced his support of vouch-
ers. General Colin Powell has 
long been an impassioned 'and 
outspoken supporter of vouchers. 
Bo th Governor Bush and his 
running mate favor vouchers for 
k ids in poorly pe r fo rming 
schools. Vice Presidential candi-
d a t e Joe L i e b e r m a n not only 
favors vouchers, but has actually 
w r i t t e n l eg i s l a t i on to enact 
them. 

The campaign against school 
vouchers has been waged upon 
fear tactics that Proposal 1 will 
lead to higher taxes. This is sim-
ply untrue. The Michigan Cham-
ber of Commerce, Lt. Governor 
Dick Posthumus and others sup-
port Proposa l 1 because they 
know t h a t Michigan taxpayers 
pay over $1 billion dollars a year 
in prison costs for high school 
dropouts and remedial educa-
tion. We simply cannot allow 
b r o k e n schools to r e m a i n 
unfixed. 

Without Proposal 1 there are 
no solutions on the table. I have 
a lways known the people of 
Mich igan to be fo lks who 

demand quality education, who 
can recognize common-sense 
when they see it, and who have 
compassion for others, particu-
larly children. 

When it comes t ime for them 
to cast their votes on Nov. 7, I 
am confident that they will vote 
for r e a l e d u c a t i o n r e f o r m -
teacher testing, protected public 
school funding, and vouchers for 
kids in failing districts. 

Dick DeVos is Co-Chair of the 
Kids First! Yes! ballot campaign 
which supports Proposal 1. 
DeVos is a public school gradu-
ate of Ada High School in Kent 
County. 

ings , more c o m p u t e r s in t h e 
classroom and extensive teacher 
t ra in ing will all he lp to make 
our public school system even 
better. 

Now is not the time to weaken 
our commitment to public educa-
tion. I am asking voters to join 
me and hundreds of organiza-
tions like'the PTA, the League of 
Women Vote r s , t h e NAACP, 
t e a c h e r s ' o r g a n i z a t i o n s , t h e 
Det ro i t Regional C h a m b e r of 
Commerce and t h o u s a n d s of 
individuals including Gov. John 
Engler and most elected Repub-
licans and Democrats through-

out Michigan in opposing Pro-
posal 1 on Nov. 7. 

W h e n you vo te , r e m e m b e r 
tha t Proposal 1 hurts kids in our 
ne ighborhood publ ic schools. 
Public money should not be used 
to support pr ivate or for-profit 
schools. Vote NO on Proposal 1. 
Michigan's future depends on it. 

James Blanchard is the former 
governor of Michigan, served as 
ambassador to Canada and 
served four terms in U.S. 
Congress. A member of All Kids 
First, he has become an outspo-
ken critic of Proposal 1. 
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don't miss our shoe extravaganza going on now 
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5 0 % o f f Entire stock of leather 
python jackets from Marvin Richards and 
Adier. Sizes 4-14. Reg. 215.00-250.00, 
sale 107.50-125.00. IN COATS. 

5 0 % O f f Selected fall 
and casual pattern sweaters from Parisian 
Works and Tiara. Sizes S-M-L-XL. 
Reg. 40.00, sale 20.00. IN LADIES' 
SPORTSWEAR. AVAILABLE IN SELECTED STORES. 

5 0 % o f f Novelty vests and 
Jackets from Parisian Works in solid and 
pattern colors. Sizes S-M-L-XL. Reg. 
40.00-68.00, sale 20.00-34.00. IN LADIES' 
SPORTSWEAR. AVAILABLE IN SELECTED STORES. 

5 0 % O f f Entire stock sterling 
silver jewelry including necklaces, 
bracelets, earrings, rings and slides. 
Reg. 20.00-300.00, sale 10.00-150.00. 
IN ACCESSORIES. 

f O U l I 14k gold earrings. 
Reg. 20.00-200.00, sale 10.00-100.00. 
IN ACCESSORIES. 

5 0 % off Selected sty!e bras 
from Olga, Vanity Fair, Bali or Warner's. 
Reg. 24.00-27.50, sale 12.00-13.75. 
IN INTIMATE APPAREL 

5 0 % o f f Ladies' boots from 

Esprit, Enzo Angiolini, Candies', Ipanema 
and White Mountain. Reg. 69.00-160.00, 
sa le 34.50-80:00. IN LADIES' SHOES. 

5 0 % o f f Selected Buster Brown 
pant sets for boys 2-7 and girls 2-6X. 
Reg. 26.00-30.00, safe 13.1 J-15.( 
IN CHILDREN'S. 

5 0 % o f f Entire stock Atlantic 
& Dakota Luggage. Reg. 120.00-400.00, 
sale 60.00-200.00. IN PARISIAN HOME * 

SELECTION MAY VARY BY STORE. 

•PARISIAN HOME AT SEMINOLE TOWNE CENTER, WEST OAKS MALL, AND CITADEL MALL. 

sale 19.99 Men's 

cotton twill pants from Preswick & Moore. 
Sizes 32-42. Reg. 42.00. IN MEN'S. 

5 0 % o f f Selected men's suits. 
Reg. 475.00-595.00, sale 237.50-297.50. 
IN MEN'S. SELECTION MAY VARY BY STORE. 

5 0 % o f f Preswick & Moore 
ptaid woven sport shirts. Reg. 38.00, 
sale 19.00. m MENS. 

any single sale 
or clearance item 
valid thursdav. november 2 
• • . J n 11 rtAi m imLAH O 
ana Tnoay, novemDer o 
*or only 10% off 
maternity, men's 
small electrics ami cookware 
EXCLUDES FINE JEWELRY. CANNOT BE 
COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER COUPON. NOT 
VALID ON PREVIOUSLY PURCHASED ITEMS. 

, _ _ _ _ _ _ < | P _ 

any single sale , , 
or clearance stem. , 
valid thursday, november 2 m 

and friday, november 3 I I 
*or only 10% off leather apparel, shoes, • • 
maternity, men's suits and sport coats, 1 1 

.araleookware. | | 

i I 

0 , 

tr 

EXCLUDES FINE JEWELRY. CANNOT BE • • | \ I IN 
COMBINEDWITO ANY OTHER COUPON. NOT | | 
VALID ON PREVIOUSLY PURCHASED ITEMS. 1 B | 1 1 l \ 

any sale or | 
c l e a r a n c e p u r c h a s e a 

i n f i n e j e w e l r y B 

valid thursday, november 2 . 
ami friday, november 3 I 
EXCLUDES GREAT BUYS AND WATCHES IN , I 

. FINE JEWELRY. CANNOT BE COMBINER WITH 1 

ANY OTHER COUPON. NOT VALID ON - I 
PREVIOUSLY PURCHASED ITEMS. • S I AN 

take charge for a cure 

parisian.com <071 

y o u ' r e s o m e b o d y s p e c i a l P A R I S 
FAX: 

— , , -i-
QMX 1.800-424-8185* TO 

FOR INFORMATION cafi 953-7500. 
LGCATE& AY UUMSL 

r- , 
ANYTIME. STORE HOURS: laurel Par* Race open Syrt. 12-6, Mon.^Sat 10-9. 

m Parisian Credit Card, Vtat, the American Bxpmm® Card or Discover. 
JMM 

vV. 

fta 
-.•1' 

?! 
a 

;>>* 

•;;S 
•5/5 

= 3 

•-? 
• ' '• 

. ' 
. • "> 

T -

. - v ; 

._,-pDf!°0868S 

http://www.computerize.com


AS* The Observer & Eccentricf THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2000 

Circuit court race might bring 
more gender parity to bench 
BY RICHARD PEARL 
STAFF WRITER 
rpear l@oe.homecomm.net 

The 3rd Ci rcu i t Cour t in 
Wayne County could move closer 
t h a n i t ' s eve r been to p a r i t y 
between male and female judges, 
depending upon the Nov. 7 gen-
eral election's outcome. 

The key is the race between 
four newcomers - three female 
at torneys and one male - who 
are vying for the two seats being 
vacated at year's end by retiring 
Judges John Patrick O'Brien and 
Paul S. Teranes. 

The three women - Kathleen 
M. M c C a r t h y of D e a r b o r n , 
Annet te J . Berry of Plymouth 
Township and Jane E. Gillis of 
Detroit - led the 10-candidate 
field in the August primary and 
if two of them get elected, there 
will be 37 men and 30 women on 
the 67-judge 3rd Circuit bench; 

But, caut ioned one polit ical 
observer, don't count out Ronald 
Giles of Detroit , the lone male 
candidate who finished behind 
Giles in the primary by less than 
100 votes. 

He could be the wild card Nov. 

• 1 remember when I joined the court 22 years 
ago. It was an all-white, alt-male court.' 

Michael F. Sappala 
' Chief Judge, 3rd Circuit Court 

7, the observer said, depending 
upon the number of male voters 
and how they vote, and also on 
how Detroit's residents turn out 
and vote. 

The men could split their tick-
et by gende r and D e t r o i t e r s 
could simply vote for their two 
city candidates. 

But regardless, the increase in 
both female and minority judges 
on the 3rd Circuit bench was 
welcomed by Chief J u d g e 
Michael F. Sapa la , who sa id , 
"That's the way it should be." 

The increase means "the court 
more accurately reflects the pop-
ulation it represents," said the 
veteran arbiter. 

"I remember when I joined the 
court 22 years ago. It was an all-
white, all-male court," he noted. 

But then Martha Griffiths and 

Geraldine Ford broke the gender 
b a r r i e r a n d t h i n g s b e g a n to 
change, he said, with Griff i ths 
eventually being elected to the 
U.S. Congress. 

"Now, after a generation and a 
half, we are almost at parity," he 
said. 

Sapa la , who h a s been chief 
judge since 1997, will also be on 
Tuesday's ballot. He's one of 18 
j u d g e s - 10 men and e i g h t 
women - seeking re-election to 
six-year terms. 

In t h e Augus t p r i m a r y , 
McCarthy, an attorney in private 
practice, got more t h a n 40,300 
votes; Berry , who is wi th t he 
state attorney general's Detroit 
office, received over 30,300 while 
Gillis and Giles, both in private 
practice, had j u s t over 23,000 
votes each. 

Lightfest 8K will benefit 2 charities 
Wayne County's annual chari-

ty L i g h t f e s t 8K F u n R u n -
which gives participants a pre-
view of t he Midwest ' s l a rges t 
ho l iday l i gh t - show two d a y s 
before it off ic ia l ly opens - is 
scheduled for 7 p.m. Tuesday, 
Nov. 14, in Hines Park. 

The g i a n t Wayne C o u n t y 
Lightfes t d isplay along Hines 
Drive from Westland to Dear-
born Heights will be lit to guide 
the runners in the fourth annual 
event, proceeds from which bene-
fit the American Heart Associa-
tion and the Friends of Wayne 
County Parks. 

The fun-run is open to every-
one, inc luding compet i tors in 

wheelchairs. 
Because t he race s t a r t s and 

finishes at different sites, shut-
tles will be provided. Runners 
should arrive early and check in 
by 6:30 p.m. 

"This is an incredible opportu-
nity to help out a worthy cause 
and focus on your health," said 
Wayne County Execu t ive 
Edward H. McNamara. 

"Ligh t fes t is one of Wayne 
County's most popular events," 
he said, "and this run allows us 
to take advantage of that popu-
larity in helping two of south-
eastern Michigan's outstanding 
charity organizations." 

The overall male and female 

winners each will receive a $100 
cash prize. In addition, the first 
1,200 r u n n e r s will get Wayne 
County Lightfest ' commemora-
tive, long-sleeved, T-shir ts and 
all registered runners automati-
cally wil l be e n t e r e d in a 
raffle/prize giveaway which foi'1 

lows the race. 
Adult registration is $16 on or 

before Nov. 3, t h e n $18 un t i l 
race-day, when it will be $20. 
For h igh-school and younge r 
runners, the fee is $10. 

For a d d i t i o n a l i n f o r m a t i o n 
about either the Fun Run or the 
Lightfest , and for regis t ra t ion 
forms for the race, call (734) 261-
1990. 

The new address 
for the experts. 

Go to HenryFord.com/heart 
Register to win a FREE Heart Smart® 
cookbook. While you're there, check 
out sample recipes from the book or 
even make an appointment at one of 
"America's Best" cardiac facilities. If 

you prefer, call for an appointment 

at 1-800-HenryFord. 

Normally, 95% of patients 

survive heart disease. 

At Henry Ford It's 9 7 % . 

You might ask what 

difference does 2% make? 
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New from Clinique-a fashion-forward take-everywhere cosmetic bag containing seven of 
your favorite beauty essentials. 

includes: Deep Comfort Body Moisture, Sheet 

Moisture On-Cali, Long Last Soft Matte Lfpst 

Q.DC- 1 er Blusher in Sweetcheeks, Liquid Lipsticft 

Double Truffle, Dramatical ly Dif ferent 

Through November 12 One to a customer, please. While supplies r i . 

Introducing Clmique's new Anti-Gravity Firm h i g Li f t Gteam This densefy'ftydfatmg Jormula 

helping to t ighten and erase tl ie look of f ine lines 1 7 oz /50m{>?-3 

Cl imque is a l le rgy tes ted and 100% fragrance free ' - \ - j " 

C U M O l J -

sraflweiw>v 
9 1 

me Biyrij^a 
htiOfl 

Somerset Col lect ion, (248) 8 1 6 - 5 X 0 0 . For orders, answers or advice, call our Beauty Hotline at 1-800-7-BEAUTY or visi t us at www.nordstrom.com/beautyhot i ine 

mailto:rpearl@oe.homecomm.net
http://www.nordstrom.com/beautyhotiine
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STAFF PHOTOS BY PAUL HURSCHMANN 

Snack time: John DiPonio (from left) Kendra Bartkowiak, Adam Jones and Mikey Doan, all 6, give 
their best bite to the "Bobbing for Chocolate Donuts" competition following the annual Halloween 
Parade at Gallimore Elementary in Canton Tuesday. In the photo at left, Shelby Hammel, 9, Sammy 
Schaeffler, 9, and Natalie DeMeyere, 10, flash peace signs while the three hippie chicks marched in 
the parade. 

Web scholarship-internship applicants have one more day 
Friday Nov. 3 is the deadline 

to enter the USdatal Web devel-
opment scholarship is quickly 
approaching. USdatal is offering 
a $1,000 scholarship and a sum-
mer internship to the best stu-
dent Web designer in Oakland, 
Livingston, Macomb and Wayne 
coun t i e s . 

The scholarship is open to 
high school juniors and seniors. 
The Web sites will be judged on 
originality, creativity, naviga-
tion, load time and cross compat-
ibility. 

In addition to the scholarship 
and internship, the recipient and 
the site will also be featured 

www.usdatal.com 
Honorable mentions will also 

be given to two students. They 
will receive a chance at an 
in te rnsh ip at USda t a l , their 
own domain name and free Web 
hosting for a year. All recipients 
will be invited to participate in a 

full day Flash 5 training semi- • 
nar. 

"We are very excited about the 
huge response to the scholar-
ship," says Joshua Keys, creative 
director, USdatal. "Over 35 high' 
schools have already registered 
for the scholarship." 

Any student or school interest-
ed in participating in the schol-
arship competition may contact 
Molly Rea for more information 
or guidelines for the scholarship. 
Contact her at (248) 668-9777 or 
via e-i 
molly.rea@usdatal.com 

USdatal is a single point-ofr 
service company with specializa-
tion in Web design and develop-
ment including Flash and exper-
tise ranging from e-commerce 
and e-marketing to hosting, ISP 
and systems integration. USda-
t a l is located in Walled Lake. 

BATHTUBS // CERAMIC TILE 
Repair • Remodel * Reglaze 

The Nation's Oldest And Largest Reglazing Compe / 
Visit Our Showroom Or Call For Free Broch e gj& 

U N I Q U E REFINISHERS 1 
(734)459-9900 , (800) 235-O55? GGF 
We Also Specialize In Antique Tub & Sink Restorations 

L Y O N T O W N S H T P 
N O W L E A S I N G 

IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY 

Employer options • Self-funded 

ComiiiUiiitv-rtfticI 

LYON INDUSTRIAL 
RESEARCH CENTRE 

Two brand new industrial buildings, 14,800 & 17,200 square feet, 
Convenient locations near 1-96 and Milford Road. 

S I M -
A TRADITION OF EXCELLENCE 

CALL 248-865-1600 

rlence-ratcd 
s Kts&fhl 

Pfans that fit vour employees 

s inghweb.com Senior coverage 

Multi-state coverage 

F A B U L O U S 

s w 

f • a * 

Lazare's Furs 
F a m o u s G u a r a n t e e d F u r s 

S i n c e 1 9 2 5 

493 Ouelletle Ave. Windsor, C A N A D A Jus l left out of tunnel 

313-961-4731 888-LAZARES NO TAXES NO DUTY 

www.lazares.com 

http://www.usdatal.com
mailto:molly.rea@usdatal.com
http://www.lazares.com
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Supreme Court candidates debate 'judicial philosophy' 
BY MIKE MALOTT 
HOMETOWN NEWS SERVICE 
mmalott@homecomm.net 

I t 's a difference of "judicial 
phi losophy," say t h e t h r e e 
incumbent justices running to 
retain their seats on the Michi-
gan Supreme Court. 

J u s t i c e s Cl i f ford Taylor , 
Stephen Markman and Robert 
Young describe themselves as 
"judicial conservatives" whose 
job is merely to "interpret the 
plain meaning" of laws approved 
by the Legislature. As long as it 
passes constitutional muster, the 
law should be enforced as is. 
Otherwise, the court usurps the 
authority of lawmakers. 

These Republican Party nomi-
nees say the i r opponents a re 
"judicial activists" who are will-
ing sometimes to do ju s t tha t , 
override laws they disagree with. 

Not surpr i s ingly , t he th ree 
challengers placed on the ballot 
by t h e Democra t ic p a r t y for 
seats on the Supreme Court -

A t t o r n e y M a r i e t t a Robinson, 
Court of Appeals Judge Thomas 
Fi tzgerald and Wayne County 
C i r cu i t Cour t J u d g e Edward 
Thomas ~ d i s a g r e e wi th t h a t 
characterization. 

The i n c u m b e n t s a re more 
"activist" than they are willing to 
a d m i t , say F i t z g e r a l d and 
T h o m a s . The cou r t ha s been 
overruling legal precedent at an 
increased rate. Where the court 
has in the past overruled prior 
case law at a ra te of about one 
case per year, he said, the cur-
rent court has overruled prece-
dent at a r a te closer to once a 
month. 

Robinson contends that if the 
incumbents claim they are try-
ing to interpret the plain mean-
ing of legislation, they occasion-
ally have played "word games" to 
t u r n cases a round to f i t their 
conservative, business-oriented 
viewpoint. 

T h e r ea l i s s u e , Robinson 
argued, is t h a t the judiciary is 

supposed to serve as a separate 
branch of government. Gov. John 
Engler - whose Republican party 
already controls both the state 
House and Senate as well as the 
executive branch and the Secre-
tary of State's office - has also 
managed to take control of the 
courts, by stacking the Supreme 
bench wi th conse rva t ive 
appo in t ees . Eng le r i n i t i a l l y 
jjlaced all th ree incumbents -
Markman, Young and Taylor -
on the court. 

'Restore the balance' 
Robinson uses the campaign 

slogan of "restore the balance." 
If that ' s not difficult enough 

for most voters to sort through, 
the waters are additionally mud-
died by i n t e r e s t s groups t h a t 
have joined the contest on one 
side or another. First, the politi-
cal parties have sponsored large-
scale TV advertising campaigns 
on behalf of their slates. 

Even the Republican candi-

dates objected to one ad run by 
their own pa r ty as inaccura te 
,and i n a p p r o p r i a t e . T h a t ad 
accused Fitzgerald of handing a 
light sentence to a pedophile, but 
on the Court of Appeals he was-
n't in a position to sentence any-
one. The Republican candidates 
asked the party to withdraw the 
ad, according to Young. 

Markman contended tha t the 
incumbents had run no ads on 
t h e i r own u n t i l t h e l a s t two 
weeks of the campaign. Prior to 
that, all the ads supporting the 
incumbents were sponsored by 
o rgan iza t ions a d v e r t i s i n g on 
the i r behalf . Because of cam-
paign finance laws, he said the 
Republican justices actually had 
l i t t l e to sayj a b o u t w h a t t h e 
groups put on the air. 

Democrats are less willing to 
criticize their own party's efforts 
on their behalf. But Markman 
said their ads have been equally 
over the line. He pointed to ads 
giving the percentages of opin-

LA-Z-DOY 
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nd much more! 
thru Monday 9 pm! 

ANN ARBOR off State St. on Briarwood Mall Dr. (734) 995-9800 

J STERLING HEIGHTS Service Drive at Lakeside Mall (810) 247-8720 

| WARREN 12 Mile Rd. West of Mound (810) 574-2440 

TAYLOR Eureka Rd. at Southland Mall (734) 287-4750 

•NOV! Under the Water Tower at 12 Oaks Mall (248) 349-3700 

CANTON Ford Rd. East of I-27S (734) 981-1000 

CLEARANCE CENTER Next ttfour Canton Showroom www.lzbdetroit.com 
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Lc-Z-Boy 
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ions from the court according to 
whether they favored corpora-
tions and insurance companies 
as inappropriate. 

"That would be like deciding 
how f a i r of„an u m p i r e I was 
baled on the percentage of ball-
games that a given team won or 
lost," Markman said. "It doesn't 
work t h a t way, as you wel l 
know. What I should be judged 
on is whether I call the balls and 
strikes correctly." 

Robinson counters t h a t in a 
previous election, Justice Taylor 
ran ads giving the percentages of 
his rulings that favored business 
concerns . Those ads , she 
charged, claimed he ru led for 
business 81 percent of the time. 

"Why they are then complain-
ing now about ads tha t say he 
rules in favor of corporations 82 
percent of the t ime? Are they 
saying t h a t one percent is the 
s i g n i f i c a n t d i f fe rence?" she 
asked. 

Crosses the line 
Taylor counters t h a t recen t 

ads contending that the current 
court is "bought and paid for" 
crosses the line. 

"If she (Robinson) r ea l l y 
believes tha t , she shouldn't be 
running against me, she should 
be t a lk ing to the prosecutor 's 
office," Taylor said. 

He contended the current cam-
pa ign is damag ing the cour t . 
And none of t he c a n d i d a t e s , 
either Republican or Democrat, 
disagreed with that position. 

Other special in teres ts have 
entered the fray as well. Taylor 
noted that personal injury attor-
neys have contributed heavily to 
t h e c a m p a i g n coffers of t h e 
D e m o c r a t i c cha l l enge r s . He 
argued t h e reason is t h a t the 
current court has upheld legisla-
tive initiatives to reform medical 
malpractice and tort law. Those 
r e f o r m s cu t down on damage 
awards , and thus cut into the 
fees attorneys charge in personal 
injury cases. He accused person-
al injury attorneys of trying to 
take over and control the court. 

"Why else would a law f i rm 
put h u n d r e d s of thousands of 
dollars into the race for Supreme 
Court? Do you think it is out of 
concern for constitutional law?" 
Taylor asked. 

Democrats, on the other hand, 
point to the substantial contribu-

bexits u> the .vlici:ugd.ii Cnaniuei 
of Commerce and corporations 
across the state. 

Taylor however said it still all 
comes back to tha t question of 
philosophy. He argued that the 

courts are supposed to interpret 
the law as wri t ten. As long as 
t h a t law follows the Consti tu-
t ion, t h e court is supposed to 
enforce it. 

Any other course by the courts 
puts judges in the elitist role of 
overruling democratically elected!*, 
representatives, and is unconsti-
tutional itself. A member of the 
Federalist Society - an organiza* 
tion of attorney and judges that* 
espouse a judicial conservative ~ 
point of view - he argued tha t 
the drafters of the U.S. Constitu-
tion specifically rejected a pror T 
posal t h a t a "council of elders";" 
should be allowed to override the 
legislature. So the idea, he said, 
is undemocratic. 

Usually unanimous J 
M a r k m a n argued t h a t in 87,, 

percent of case that come out of ; 
the Supreme Court, there is no 
difference in the philosophy on 
the cur ren t bench because the, 
court rules unanimously. 

Young suggested that the com- : 

plaints from Democrats that the 
c u r r e n t cour t is o v e r t u r n i n g 
precedent is unfair. He said that 
in s e v e r a l r e c e n t cases , t h e 
Supreme Court justices had two, 
sometimes three earlier cases in , 
which the court had ruled on 
particular section of law, but the 
ru l ings were contradictory. In . 
one case, Young contended, the ;• 
court had to throw out all three 
earlier rulings to re turn to the" 
"plain meaning of statute." £ 

Robinson said that the justices" 
play "a game of legal twister" at 
times to contort the law to their 
extreme conservative, pro-busi-
ness perspective. 

When all is said and done Nov. 
7, Mich igan voters will place, 
t h ree of the candidates on the ; 
court. While both sides are run-
n i n g a s s l a t e s , t h e s e a t s a r e 
" s lo t t ed , " which m e a n s e a c h 
challenger is vying for a particu-
lar incumbent's seat. Robinson is, 
t ak ing on Taylor for a seat on 
the bench that carries an eight; 
year term. Also in that contest is-
Grosse Pointe F a r m s res ident 
Robert Roddis, nominated by the, 
Libertarian party. 

Thomas is a f t e r M a r k m a n ' s 
s e a t , which c a r r i e s a p a r t i a l 
t e rm ending J an . 1, 2005. The 
Libertar ian there is Ann Arbor 
resident David Raaflaub. 

Fitzgerald wants Young's seat, 
v hjcl: wi;;. b:\ve a partial t e rm 
ending Jan. i'; 2003. So does Lib-
ertarian Jerry Kaufman of Hunt-
ington Woods. 

• M a r k m a n , of Mason, h a s 
served on the Supreme Cour t 

— See COURT, A13 

THE USUAL SUSPECTS 
Friday, November 3rd, 2000 

Oakland Community College 

presents a performance of 

authentic Dixieland Jazz and 

other highly danceable music 

at 8 : 0 0 p.m. in the Student 

Center "4rena." There is ampie 

parking. Tickets are $10.00. 

Highland Lakes Campus 
7350 Cooley Lake Rd. 
Waierford, Ml 48327 
248-942-3241 

OAKLAND 
COMMUNITY 

COLLEGE 

B1000304 

COATS JACKETS 

26 * / OF WINDSOR Since 1926 

BOLEROS 

2 0 0 0 - 2 0 0 1 

COLT J-CTION 
NOW ON SALE 

TAKE ADVANTAGE 
NOW OF THE STRONG 

AMERICAN DOLLAR 

DESIGNER 
STYLING 
FINEST 
QUALITY 
SABLE • MINK 
LYNX • BEAVER 

No Duty, No Sales Tax 
Full Premiums on U.S. Funds 

- DOWNTOWN -
484 Pelissier, Windsor 1-519-253-5612 

Open Mon. Through Sat. "9:00 - 5:00 

• V E S T S • P A R K A S • S T O L L E R S SWEATERS 
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Everyone adjusts 
to their new home 

STAFF PHOTOS BY PAUL HURSCHMANN 

BY TONY BRUSCATO 
STAFF WRITER 
tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net 

"The kids have been great." 
That's the word from Discov-

ery Middle School Pr inc ipa l 
Roche LaVictor a f t e r two 
m o n t h s in t h e i r b r a n d new 
home. 

"We weren't certain how the 
kids from several different mid-
dle schools would interact their 
f i r s t yea r a t Discovery, bu t 
they've been very disciplined 
and we've had no problems," 
said LaVictor. "The s tudents 
are adjusting well to their new 

b u i l d i n g , 
and t h e y 
a r e ve ry 
respec t fu l 
of t h e i r 
new su r -
roundings. 
I t ' s a nice 
s t a r t to 
t h e new 
s c h o o l 
year." 

Not only 
a r e t h i s 
year's stu-
dents rav-

ing about the new bui ld ing , 
LaVic tor ' s f o r m e r s t u d e n t s 
from Lowell Middle School are 
giving high marks. 

"Some of them have visited 
from high school and told me 
they wished they could have 
spent one more year so they 
could have been part of Discov-
ery," added LaVictor. 

While the f i r s t p a r t of the 
sehool year has gone smoothly, 
LaVictor admits there are still 
a few bugs to iron out. 

"It's just like having a brand 
new home, except on a larger 
scale," he said. "You don't find 

some of the 
p r o b l e m s 
u n t i l the 
s i t u a t i o n 

J, 

Roche LaVictor 

comes up. 
" F o r 

e x a m p l e , 
i t ' s been 
cold at 

night and some of the rooms 
are a bit cooler t h a n others, 
despite our new computerized 
heating system," said LaVictor. 
"We're working on it. However, 
there have been no major prob-
lems since we've moved in." 

LaVic tor said one of his 
biggest disappointments is the 
lack of furni ture in the media 
center. 

"But, the kids are responding 
well to it," he said. "They seem 
to be comfortable sitting on the 
carpeted floor working on their 
projects." 

LaVictor said he's extremely 
p leased w i th the pa r en t a l 
involvement at Discovery. 

"The p a r e n t response has 
been incredible," he said. "Last 
week, at the Halloween party, 
we had 70 p a r e n t s serve as 
chaperones. Discovery has a 
very involved group of parents." 

LaVic tor h a s been r a t h e r 
involved h imse l f , and the 
school board recognized, his 
efforts during their first meet-
ing at Discovery following the 
building's dedication Oct. 24. 
LaVictor was honored with the 
Plymouth Canton Community 
Schools "Extra Miler" award, a 
distinction that goes to some-
one in the district who "goes 
t he ex t ra mile," doing more 
than is expected within their 
job description to achieve out-
standing results. 

£ 

Lunchtlme chat: Lauren Medley and Chelsea D'Agostino, both 12, share a secret across the lunch table dur-
ing seventh grade lunch Oct. 13. In the photo above, Gina Kilgore, 11, in costume as a tree, sips a drink dur-
ing a respite from the Halloween dance Oct. 26. Gina won the most seasonal costume award. 

Classroom break: 
Neda El-Deen, 12, 
leans over while 
talking to class-
mate Rachel 
Maitlind, 13, dur-
ing a break in Jon 
Berger's eighth 
grade U.S. History 
class Oct 13. 

— M K H 

Speaking a language: Allen Diyag and Amanda Pattock, both 13, work on trans 
lation exercises in Colleen Hume's eighth grade Spanish class Oct. 13. 

On the dance floor: Ross McDonald, 13, busts a move at the Discovery Halloween 
.Dance Oct. 26 in the Auditeria. Tools of learning: Brittany Jones (left) and Ashley D'Angelo, both 12, hand sand 

clock bases that they are creating in Al Kohring's Industrial Arts Technology class 
Oct. 13. 

mailto:tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net
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Vouchers bring new meaning to state board race 
BY MIKE MALOTT 
HOMETOWN NEWS SERVICE 
mmalott@homecomm.nei 

If the proposed constitutional 
amendment to create vouchers 
should pass Nov. 7, the State 
Board of Education - because it 
sets education policy for Michi-
gan schools - would be responsi-
ble for implementing significant 
portions of the plan. 

Should vouchers fail, the board 
would be responsible for the 
reforms that have been proposed 
as alternatives. 

The ballot proposal is creating 
a new level of interest in the race 
for the Board of Education, on 

the general election ballot next 
week, candidates say. Elections 
for the board are typically low 
key affairs, and the contest still 
isn't generating anything like 
the air war seen in senate and 
congressional campaigns, but 
voters are paying more atten-
tion. 

Seeking two seats, for eight-
year terms, on the eight-member 
board are Democrats John 
Austin and Kathleen Straus and 
Republicans Terri Lynn Land 
and Lawrence Patrick Jr. Seven 
third-party candidates appear on 
the ballot for state board as well. 

If the voucher issue is the "lit-
mus test" in this race, of the 
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major party candidates , only 
Land favors the voucher plan 
that appears on the ballot in the 
same election. 

"I think it is important that we 
give parents tha t choice," she 
said. 

Whether you favor or oppose 
vouchers is not really the issue, 
says her Republican colleague 
Patrick. He's a strong advocate 
of choice, but says he does not 
support Proposal 1 because it is 
" inequi table , can never be 
applied fairly and is too vague." 
Still, voters will make the deter-
mination in the election, and if 
they choose to adopt the propos-
al, he'll carry out their wishes. 

Democrat Aus t in opposes 
vouchers to©, and he also advo-
cates increased choice for par-
ents of students in Michigan's 
troubled school districts. 

Fellow Democrat Straus calls 
the proposition "deceptive." For 
one, the "choice" lies not only 
with parents, but also with the 
admin i s t r a to r s of p r iva te 
schools, who can refuse some 
students entry to their schools. 
For another, the proposal calls 
for testing of teachers, but such 
tes t ing is already in place in 
Michigan as a part of the state 
certification process, Straus said. 
And any increase in t e s t ing 
requ i rement s t h a t might be 
needed could be accomplished 
without a constitutional amend-
ment, she said. 

'Drain resources' 
Straus said vouchers would 

"drain resources" from troubled 
school districts, the very ones 
tha t need those resources the 
most. And the proposal would 
"breach the wall of separation 
between church and state" which 
has been one of this country's 
real "strengths," the U.S. being 
one of the few countries tha t 
doesn't have an established state 
religion. 

Still, if vouchers are rejected, 
can alternative reforms be enact-
ed fast enough to help kids cur-
ren t ly a t t end ing t roubled 
schools. 

"I agonize over that," Straus 
said. Making choice available is 
part of the .answer, but she said 
it also depends on how much in 

resources the state is willing to 
put toward those reforms. The 
Legislature in the past has put 
only $1.5 million towards help-
ing troubled school districts, and 
this year the allocation is up to 
$10 million, quite an improve-
ment but more is still needed, 
she said. 

Asked if the state could enact 
reforms in t ime to help kids 
already in those school districts, 
Austin responded by saying, "we 
have to." 

The al ternative reforms, he 
said, which could accomplish 
improvement of those troubled 
district would include teacher 
t ra ining and certification, as 
well as testing, lowering of class 
sizes and modernizat ion of 
school buildings. 

Austin said he would like to 
see the state require certification 
of teachers through the National 
Board for Professional Teaching 
Standards. 

"It has become very popular to 
call for teacher testing, but this 
also improves their skills," he 
said. The yearlong certification 
process involves teacher training 
and review of the teachers' tech-
niques, by video taping class-
room sessions for later analysis. 
Although the certification pro-
cess is widely used in some other 
s ta tes , only a few Michigan 
teachers are undergoing the cer-
tification process presently, he 
said. 

Studies have shown "profound" 
advancement in the achievement 
of students, Austin contended, of 
those teachers who go through 
the program. 

Austin also advocates expand-
ing charter schools as another 
means of giving parents an alter-
native to vouchers. 

"We have to very aggressively 
provide new choices in the com-
munity. We've got to make that 
happen to make sure tha t no 
kids are trapped in poor schools," 
Austin said, "but I don't think 
any kid is trapped now." 

He calls for modernization of 
school buildings and reduced 
class sizes and other important 
reforms. 

Patr ick also advocates 
addressing the issue through 

expansion of the charter schools. 
He noted that the state already 
has that system in place and it is 
showing good results. He argued 
that there is more demand for 
enrollment in charter schools 
than those schools have seats, so 
he sees that as. evidence of the 
need for more charters. 

Accountability 
Patr ick strongly d i sagrees 

with those who say c h a r t e r 
schools are not held to the same 
accountability standards as pub-
lic schools. In fact, he believes 
they are more accountable . 
Charter schools are subject to 
Freedom of Information laws 
and the Open Meetings Act, and 
if documents aren' t available 
from the management compa-
nies sometimes hired to manage 
charter schools on a day-to-day 
basis, that ' s no different t h a t 
how other government agencies 
deal wi th the i r cont rac tors . 
Records held in the offices of 
those contractors do not become 
subject to the FOI. And when 
critics say charter schools don't 
have to give out in format ion 
about their teachers, Pa t r i ck 
responds that all that informa-
tion about the background of the 
teachers is already on hand in 
state offices because they have to 
submit it to the state education 
department to receive teacher 
certification. 

"The state board has to make 
sure that parents, whether they 
are poor or have low income, 
have every option available to 
them. We do not want any child 
locked into a fai l ing school. 
That's immoral," he said. 

Land favors vouchers. But she 
also believes that schools should 
put more emphasis on technical 
schools, t ra in ing s tuden t s in 
skills t ha t would make t h e m 
employable r ight out of h igh 
school without need of higher 
education. 

What used to be called "skills 
centers," Land argued, should be 
incorporated into the high school 
curriculum so that youngsters 
would be able to enter the job 
market directly after graduating. 
Such technical jobs command 
salar ies of $30,000 in some 
fields, she said. 

Parents might still prefer their 
children go to four-year colleges 
to complete the i r education, 
Land contended, but all t h a t 
should be among the options stu-
dents can get from publ ic 
schools, she said. 

If vouchers are rejected, Land . 
suggested that the state Board ' 
should get the more than 300 
employees of the state Depart-
ment of Education out of their 
offices in Lansing and into those 
troubled districts, help them 
work on curriculum develops 
ment. She said the administra-
tion of school districts should be 
reviewed to make sure they are 
us ing the i r $6,700 per pupil 
funding effectively. 

If voters'do adopt vouchers, 
Patrick said, he promised to do 
his best to implement the pro-
posal in education policy. One of 
the most important areas the 
S ta te Board would have to 
implement , should vouchers 
pass, would be its teacher test-
ing program. 

Straus said several reforms 
have already been enacted and 
are showing a positive result , 
such as the state's program to" 
get all high schools accredited. : 
Initially some 35 districts lacked 
certification. Today the number 
is down to about seven, she said. 

Selecting a replacement for 
outgoing Superintendent Arthur 
Ell is will be one of t he new 
board's first duties. 

Land wants a "visionary" to fill; 
that post. 

"We need to have someone who 
can work with the legislature,, 
the governor's office, the board,' 
pa ren t s and the kids them-
selves," she said. 

Patrick said that recruiting a 
new superintendent is indeed; 
among the board's top priorities. 
He was on the Detroit school 
board when it recruited two of 
its past superintendents, so he^ 
has experience at recruiting. ; 

"I am less concerned with; 
degrees that with a demonstrat-
ed ability to provide visionary 
leadership," he said. Patrick said 
he would be willing to consider 
someone regardless of whether^ 
they are nat ive to Michigan,; 
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Court candidates wage 'friendly contest' 
BY MIKE MALOTT 
HOMETOWN NEWS SERVICE 
mmalott@homecomm.net 

In a year when judicial cam-
paigns are generating an unusu-
al amount of venom, the contest 
between Judge Kirs ten F r a n k 
Kelly and Judge Maggie Drake 
for an open seat on the 1st Dis-
trict Court of Appeals bench is 
more typical of elections in the 
judiciary. 

Kelly calls it a "friendly" con-
test. 

"Judge Kelly and I are running 
for an open seat," Drake said. 
"I'm not running against her," 

The open seat is for a six-year 
te rm on the Court of Appeals. 
D i s t r i c t 1 inc ludes Wayne , 
Lenawee and Monroe counties. 
. Both candidates are currently 
Wayne County Circui t Cour t 
judges. Kelly resides in Grosse 
Po in t P a r k . D r a k e l ives in 
Detroit. 

Both were on the bench when 
i t was merged wi th De t ro i t 
Recorde r s Court . Kelly was 
assigned to the Family Court 
and now serves as i t s chief 
judge. Drake is in the general 
division. 

Kelly said the issues of th is 
race revolve around the speed of 
the decision making at the Court 
of Appeals and that laws recent-
ly passed by the Legislature con-

Court 

ta in conflicts with existing law 
and case law tha t needs to be 
resolved at the appellate court 
level. 

Drake said the issue is experi-
ence and background' 

Two years ago, t he Court of 
Appeals had a backlog of cases 
and was t a k i n g two y e a r s to 
issue decisions. 

"There a re ce r t a in types of 
cases tha t need to be resolved at 
g rea te r speed at t h e Court of 
Appeals," Kelly said. "The court 
is doing better. It is a t 86 per-
cent compliance of t h e guide-
lines, which say decisions should 
be issued in 18 months. That is 
quite an improvement. I think 
even 18 months, frankly, is a lit-
tle lengthy, but you can't make a 
huge improvement over night. 
You are dealing with an entire 
institution, so it has to be done 
in i n c r e m e n t a l s t ages , which 
they are doing." 

She sugges t s p r o c e d u r a l 
s t r e a m l i n i n g , a d d i t i o n a l 
resources including increases in 
a t torney s taff ing a t t he court, 
and creation of specialty dockets. 

"I think it depends on the com-
plexities of the issues," Drake 
responded. "I think it is unfair 
for anyone to comment on it, not 
knowing the complexities of the 
issues, to make a determination 
tha t the court is or is not effi-

since September 1999. Prior to 
t h a t , he was a j u d g e on the 
Court of Appeals for nearly five 
y e a r s . From 1989 to '93, he 
served as the U.S. Attorney from 
Mich igan and was a s s i s t a n t 
a t torney from 1985 to '89. He 
teaches a course on the constitu-
tion at Hillsdale College. 

• Taylor, of East Lansing, has 
experience as a prosecutor, pri-
vate attorney, judge of the Court 
of Appeals and jus t i ce of t he 
Supreme Court. In 1998, af ter 
appointment by Engler, he stood 
for election tha t same year to 
retain the seat. Taylor practiced 
law as a partner in the firm of 
Denfleld, Timmer & Taylor for 
20 years. 

fl Young, of Grosse Po in te 
Park, was appointed in 1995 by 
Engler to the Court of Appeals, 
w h e r e he served un t i l 1999, 
when he was appointed to the 
Supreme Court. 

• Fitzgerald, of Owosso, was 
an attorney in private practice 
for more than 20 years. His law 
f i rm, F i tzgera ld and Dumon, 

specialized in criminal defense 
and family law. He was elected 
to the Court of Appeals in 1990 
and was re-elected in 1996. 

• Thomas, of Detroit, served 
as an a s s i s t an t prosecutor for 
Wayne County, and a probation 
officer for the Detroit Recorder's 
Cour t . He h a s been on the 
Wayne County bench for 21 
years and has served as a visit-
ing j u d g e to t h e Cour t of 
Appeals. 

• Robinson, of Metamora, has 
been p r a c t i c i n g l aw in t he 
Detroit area for 21 years. Robin-
son was a partner at the Dickin-
son, W r i g h t and Sommers , 
Schwartz law firms before start-
ing her own in 1989. She is an 
a d j u n c t p ro fessor a t t he law 
schools at University of Detroit 
and Wayne S t a t e Univers i ty , 
and taught at The University of 
Michigan and University of Vir-
ginia annual trial advocacy insti-
tutes. 
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c i en t . We w a n t judges who 
u n d e r s t a n d t h e law and the 
application of law. Judges should 
be doing research to assure that 
the decision is a well-reasoned, 
instead of saying, 'We've got to 
get these numbers out.' That is 
u n f a i r to t he people who are 
before the court." 

Quality decisions therefore are 
a higher priority to Drake. "Any-
thing tha t will help get quality 
decisions out to the public faster 
is good, once you f igure out 
w h e r e t he gl i tches are, but I 
th ink tha t puts the cart before 
the horse." 

Experience cited 
Another issue is the matter of 

resolving conflicts between new 
laws. She has seen it in the cre-
ation of the family court concept, 
which merged divorce and cus-
tody matters handled by the cir-
cuit court with juvenile matters 
tha t went before probate court, 
into a single court. There are lin-
gering differences in the way the 
law reads on some matters. And 
her experience as a family court 
judge she believes would help at 
t h e Cour t of Appeal . She ha s 
experience in the trial court the 
appellate court would be review-
ing-

D r a k e con tends she ha s a 
wider assortment of experiences 

in her backgrounds. She was at 
one t ime a r e g i s t e r e d n u r s e . 
T h e n she jo ined the D e t r o i t 
Police Department as a member 
of the first class of female offi-
cers to be full-fledged patrol offi-
cers . She rose to t he r a n k of 
sergeant before getting her law 
degree. She was assistant corpo-
ra t ion counsel for the City of 
Detroit and then went into pri-
vate practice. She was elected to 
Recorders Court in 1992 and re-
elected to Circuit Court in 1998. 

"Did you know tha t I will be 
the first black woman in history 
to sit on that bench," Drake said. 
"I think it's important for people 
to have a variety of experiences. 
I would bring my perspective of 
issues to the bench. Some people 
say it is not important whether 
you are a black woman, or a pur-
ple woman, or whatever. I think 
it is, because we have had expe-
riences in this country that other 
people have not had. I think it's 
impor t an t to get all d i f f e ren t 
perspectives on the bench." 

Kelly was f i r s t elected as a 
judge in 1987. Since then, she 
has served as a municipal, dis-
trict, appellate, circuit and pro-
bate court judge. 

"So I have had experience with 
all the components of the courts 
that will be heard at the Court of 
Appeals level," Kelly said. 

Schools from page A12 

regardless of whether they come 
from an educational background. 

"Everybody says they want a 
visionary, but I think they have 
a different idea of what vision 
that person should have," Straus 
said of the task of appointing a 
new state superintendent. He or 
she should be a strong supporter 
of publ ic educat ion, she said. 
The new superintendent should 
be committed to working on the 
task of closing the gap between 
the s ta te ' s top school districts 
and those a t t he bottom, "by 
b r i n g the bo t tom up, not by 
bring the top down." 

She'd like to see someone with 
a knowledge of the new research 
available on brain development, 
and therefore be an advocate of 
early childhood education. 

A u s t i n , 38, of Fenton , is a 
sen io r project manager wi th 
Pub l i c Policy Associates , a 
"think tank." He specializes in 

educa t ion , workforce and 
employment issues. 

Straus, 76, of Detroit, is the 
incumbent and has served on the 
S t a t e Board of Educa t ion for 
eight years . She is re t i red as 
president of the Center for Cre-
ative Studies. 

Land, 42, of Byron Center, is 
the Kent County Clerk. 

Patrick Jr., 55, of Detroit, is an 
a t torney and a former Detroit 
School Board member. 

Third party contestants seek-
ing seats on the board include 
Reform Party candidates Helen 
Ditzhazy of Northville and Mary 
Ann Lessner of Lapeer, Natural 
Law Par ty candidates Lynnea 
Ellison of Fowlerville and Gail 
Quarton of Ann Arbor, U.S. Tax-
payer pa r ty candida tes Clara 
P i l chak of Capac and Max 
Riekse of Fruitport, and Liber-
tar ian candidate Diane Barnes 
of Eastpointe. 
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Sullivan merits new term 
as county commissioner 

Even John Sullivan would tell you his first term as Wayne County Commissioner 
has been a real learning experience in the ar t of partisan politics. It's a given, though, 
that a suburban Democrat is likely to encounter some turbulence in a sea of Detroit 
Democrats and a few out-county Republicans. 

Still, the Wayne resident has proved to be an able commissioner and someone who, 
for the most part , places constituent needs ahead of political gamesmanship. The 
Observer urges voters in the 11th District to re-elect J o h n Sul l ivan to represent the 

commission's 11th District , which includes Canton, 
Huron, Sumpter and Van Buren townships; and the 
cities of Belleville Romulus and Wayne. 

Sullivan faces Republican primary winner Rob Bovitz 
of Canton in the Nov. 7 general election. He won the 
open commission seat in 1998 in a tightly contested race 
with Canton's Melissa McLauglin. Both were looking to 
succeed Bruce Patterson, the popular Canton politician 
who moved on to the state House. 

Since his election, Sullivan has gone quietly about the 
business of m a k i n g sure the district - which is the 
largest in the county - receives its fair share. He points 
to a record amount of road improvements in the western 
end of the county; ensuring flood relief this past summer 
for district residents; and helping residents on Canton's 
Oakbrook Court fight the opening of their road by a con-
dominium developer - a move he claims was improperly 
approved by the township planning commission. Sulli-

van's opponent claims much of the work he takes credit for was actually planned 
before he took office. To which we say - to the victor go the spoils. 

Among his priorities of a second term, Sullivan said, would be pushing for better 
results in the noise-mitigation program at Metro Airport. "Some people report the 
work done on their home has been poor quality; others are still waiting for action," he 
said in a recent interview with the Observer. Sullivan also hopes to sell his colleagues 
on the commission and in the executive's office on the idea of creating satellite centers 
where people in outlying areas can file routine paperwork. 

One suggestion we'd add - building a better presence in Canton. While we under-
stand the difficulty Sullivan faces as a Democrat who beat out a favorite daughter 
two years ago, i t would behoove the commissioner to include Canton Township in his 
travels more often. He needs to work extra hard to build solid ties in this end of the 
district, which will eventually count for nearly half its overall population. 

That said, J o h n Sul l ivan is our choice Wayne County commissioner on Nov. 7. 

John Sullivan 

Anderson is our pick 
18th House District 

Glenn Anderson 

They say politics makes strange bedfellows, but in this case it's made strange oppo-
nents. 

Patricia Gibbons, former Westland City clerk, was ousted in January by a city 
council foursome. That abrupt firing has since become the stuff of political legends in 
Westland. 

One of Gibbons' supporters on the council, Glenn Anderson, went on to gain the 
Democratic nomination for the 18th District state House seat, beating Sharon Scott -

a Gibbons foe on the council - in the August primary. 
Certainly, Scott's being a subject of a recall effort didn't 
help her any in the primary. 

The Republican side of the ticket for that race holds 
none other than Patricia Gibbons, who has been a dili-
gent campaigner, getting the word out on her candidacy 
and views. 

Gibbons and Anderson have run, to date, a civil cam-
paign, refraining from personal attacks and sticking to 
.issues of relevance to voters in the district. We respect 
both candidates for that and for their public service ori-
entation, but on balance choose Glenn Ande r son as the 
Observer's endorsement for state representative in the 
18th District. 

Gibbons knows government from her time in the city 
clerk's office, which included a stint as deputy clerk. 
Anderson, however, has nine years of legislative experi-
ence which will serve him well in Lansing. 

Anderson's experience makes him our pick. Even in 
Democratic-dominated Westland, however, Anderson has said he will have to work 
hard to achieve victory come Nov. 7. Regardless, .he should continue to listen respect-
fully to his GOP opponent, who also has good ideas and much to contribute. 

In fact, we hope Gibbons stays a part of local political life, bringing her good influ-
ence to bear. 

Re-elect sheriff Ficano 
Wayne County Sheriff Robert Ficano faced his strongest opposition in the August 

Democratic primary when he had six opponents, including four deputies. 
His Republican rival in the election has no illusions about pulling an upset and 

replacing the longtime incumbent. Tim Beck, a benefits analyst, has presented some 
interesting ideas about using prisoners as a workforce, emphasizing rehabilitation in 

drug cases and ending racial profiling. His positions are 
closer to traditional Libertarian views than Republican 
and offer voters something to think about. 

But clearly, Sheriff Ficano is a formidable political 
force in Wayne County and a Democrat who is not allied 
with the dominant political machine of County Execu-
tive Ed McNamara. 

M l | jmp Ficano's handling of department overtime has been 
, J \"v * criticized by McNamara, but Ficano counters that it was 

due to budget decisions made by McNamara's office and 
court mandates tha t the department ran up excessive 
overtime. 

Ficano has also been criticized by his deputies for 
being unapproachable and for putting police non-profes-
sionals in leadership positions. 
- These are serious complaints, but Ficano points to a 
number of triumphs, including the Internet Crime Task 
Force, which has been a pioneer in using the Internet to 
t rack down sexual predators and in educating people 
about Internet crime. Also successful has been the High 
Intensity Drug Trafficking Area program. 
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Robert Ficano 

For these reasons we continue to endorse R o b e r t F i c a n o for sheriff. 

• Act now on King 
"Substance, not symbolism" is what 

has been used lately as the reason for 
not observing Dr. Martin Luther King 
Day with a closing of the township 
municipal services and a paid holiday 
for the township employees. I'm curi-
ous as to what our society finds worth-
while and is not symbolized in some 
way Or fashion. I am hard-pressed to 
think of a single thing. Yet when it 
comes to this issue there seems to be 
consternation over the extent to which 
it should be observed and celebrated. 

No one that I know of thinks that 
th.ere sh.ould not be recognition of the 
ideology that Dr. King promoted for 
this country and, indeed, the world. 
However, some people feel that only 
those who have achieved high public 
office, like a United States president 
deserve such honor as a holiday in 
their name. There are others carrying 
the sentiment that this man is exactly 
the right person on which to bestow 
such honor, because he was for all peo-
ple. 

The irony here is that this kind of 
divisiveness is what Martin Luther 
King preached against, and yet our 
community cannot get over the hurdle 
of how to deal with it. It is no wonder 
we have trouble dealing with each 
other at times. This is a surprise to me 
because of my own experience here 
and my own observation of people and 
their behavior when new folks move 
in. 

For nearly a decade I have lived 
happily in Canton and applauded the 
township's leaders on the pro-active 
way in which they have handled the 
unusual population growth and the 
problems associated with the rapid 
changes in the community. As an 
African-American living in a predomi-
natelyother-than-African-American 
community, I can proudly say that" 
Canton should serve as a leader and 
an example to the metropolitan 
Detrpit area on becoming ethnically 
diverse without antagonism or display 
of hattred. 

Now is the time that Canton should 
make its own positive statement, 
rather than having a negative one 
made about it. A paid holiday once a 
year;for township employees is a small 
price to pay when compared to the 
value to the community, both socially 
and economically, of an image of har-
monious growth and development. A 
Martin Luther King holiday in Canton 
is just "the right thing to do." The sub-
stance is in the symbolism. 

Greg Greene 
Canton 

• Proposal is wrong 
I am a senior in high school and an 

Advanced Placement Government stu-
dent. I am opposed to Proposal 1 
because I believe Proposal 1 will erode 
our religious freedom, hur t students 
and increase taxes. 

First, it is my opinion tha t Proposal 
1 will erode our religious freedom 
because Proposal 1 will destroy the 
separation of church and state. Mixing 
tax dollars with religion is the very 
thing ou r forefathers fought against 
establishing our country. They sought 
religious freedom. Under the voucher 
system,of Proposal 1, private and 
parochial schools would receive public 
funds without oversight - these pri-
vatesand religious schools would 
remain free from the "shackles of edu-
cation* public schools must follow such 

as hiring certified teachers, Michigan's 
Core Curriculum, MEAP testing, -
accepting all students including those 
with special needs, and more. In addi-
tion, private schools do not have to 
report how they spend their public tax 
dollars. I fear when I think religion 
might intersect with public tax dollars. 
Therefore, I believe Proposal 1 will 
erode our religious freedom. 

Second, I believe Proposal 1 will 
hur t students. Creating competition in 
education would create two tiers of 
schools - elite schools for the rich and 
"other" schools for the poor. If money is 
siphoned from public schools, it hurts 
the students left behind. If one or two 
students per class take a voucher to a 
private or religious school for whatever 
reason, the remaining students in the 
class (which may include students not 
accepted by the private and religious 
schools) still aeed a teacher, a class-
room, textbooks, supplies, custodians, 
and more. Since private and religious 
schools can choose who they admit, 
nothing will prevent them from choos-
ing the finest and fittest students only. 
And, since private and religious 
schools may reject and expel students 
at any time for any reason, those 
rejected and expelled students are left 
with only one place to go - the local 
public school. We must remember that 
constitutional rights protected in pub-
lic education need not be honored in 
private education. On this issue, I 
agree with the Rev. Wendell Anthony 
of the Detroit Branch of the NAACP, 
who said, "Instead of robbing from the 
rich and giving to the poor, this latest 
scheme robs from the poor to give to 
the rich." Therefore, I believe Proposal 
1 will hurt students. 

Third, I believe that the enactment 
of Proposal 1 will create higher taxes. 
We would have to pay for two school 
systems, one public and one private. 
Even worse, the private schools could 
raise their tuitions and the voucher 
amount could be increased. This would 
require us to pay higher taxes to sup-
port higher voucher amounts. If we 
want to create lower taxes, Proposal 1 
should be voted down. Therefore, I sus-
pect Proposal 1 will create higher 
taxes. 

In conclusion, it is my opinion that 
Proposal 1 will erode our religious 
freedom, hur t students, like myself, in 
public schools, and increase taxes. Pro-
posal 1 is built on deception. I urge 
people to vote NO on Proposal 1 and 
put ALL kids first, not just a few. 

Justin Kuxhaus 
Plymouth Canton High School 

• Life decision 
I am responding to an article in the 

Oct; 15 edition of the Observer regard-
ing the removal of Heritage Park's 40 
resident geese. 

I quote: "In fact, anyone who harms 
a goose, other than during a controlled 
hunt, is subject to 90 days in jail and 
up to $10,000 in fines." 

Wake up Americans...what's wrong 
with this picture? We have killed over 
35 million babies through abortion and 
we are concerned about geese? 

Our Congress passed the Partial 
Birth Abortion Ban - the most inhu-
mane and gruesome procedure. It is 
infanticide, for the abortionist delivers 
the baby's entire body except for the 
head. The abortionist jams scissors 
into the skull and then opens the scis-
sors to enlarge the hole. (Oh, the pain!) 
Then the scissors are removed and a 
suction catheter is inserted and the 

child's brains are sucked out. 
President Clinton vetoed this bill 

and A1 Gore believes the same way: A 
woman must have the "choice" to kill 
her baby any way she chooses. 

The election is coming soon. Sure, 
the economy, health care, education, 
etc. are all important issues, but can 
you t rus t a president who with a 
stroke of the pen will deny our basic 
human right according to our Consti-
tution - "the right to life, liberty, and 
the pursuit of happiness?" Let your 
conscience be your guide. 

Barb Schmid 
Canton 

• U n d e c i d e d 

After watching presidential and vice 
presidential aspirants debate leave me 
with one comment. 

I am undecided who to vote for in 
the November election. 

I have been Democratic minded ever 
since I can remember. But Gore's 
stand on abortion and voucher system 
for schools leaves me thinking other-
wise. 

The statement made by him, TV 
commercials and newspapers articles 
makes me wonder where they got their 
math. 

Public school funding runs $6,000, 
plus per pupil per year.. Voucher pro-
posed would give pupil $3,200 towards 
moving to school of choice. This saves 
taxpayers $3,000 on the deal, not rais-
ing taxes. 

Also it might alleviate the class size 
problem somewhat. 

My children attended parochial 
schools where classes had in excess of 
25 pupils generally. 

Now to Bush and Company. 
For 61 years of being a union mem-

ber and believer in their cause, plus 
suspicions, on big business dealings in 
government, makes it a no no what 
Bush would do. So tha t leaves me 
what to do when it gets to voting 
choice in November. 

Here's hoping my vote will be for the 
best. 

Vladie Martin 
Bedford 

Share your opinions 
We welcome your letters to the editor. 
Please include your name, address and 
phone number for verification. We ask 
that your letters be 400 words or less. 
We may edit for clarity, space and 
content. In order to be fair to 
everyone, this newspaper will not run 
letters to the editor the week prior to 
an election that open new issues. 
Expressions of thanks to political 
supporters are best made by buying an 
advertisement. 
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Abraham meltdown gives 
Stabenow the momentum 

f 

Phil Power 

Biggest political news last week was that the 
race for U.S. Senate between U.S. Hep. Debbie 
Stabenow and Sen. Spencer Abraham has turned 
into a statistical dead heat. 

Poll results published in the Detroit Free Press 
last Friday showed Stabenow and Abraham run-
ning dead even, 41 percent to 41 percent, while 
the Detroit News' poll had Abraham ahead, 39 

percent to 36 per-
cent, within a four-
point margin for 
error. 

Two weeks 
before, the News 
survey had Abra-
ham ahead by 17 
points. Abraham's 
losses came among 
Detroit suburban 
voters (from 16 
points ahead to a 
tie) and women 
(from nine points 
up to five down). 

Experts were 
flabbergasted. Typ-

ical was a remark 
by Bill Ballenger, editor of Inside Michigan Poli-
tics, quoted in the Detroit News: "Abraham is col-
lapsing like a tower of Jell-O." 

The latest development brought the campaign 
between Abraham, a first-term senator from 
Auburn Hills seeking re-election, and Stabenow, 
who represents a mid-Michigan congressional dis-
trict, back to square one. The race originally had 
been widely tipped to be one of the closest in the 
nation, featuring a relatively lackluster senator 
who never established much of a political base in 
Michigan and an energetic challenger with a rep-
utation for non-stop campaigning. 

I'd guess at least four factors contributed to 
Abraham's meltdown: 

• At long last, Stabenow finally started run-
ning TV ads. Abraham has raised nearly three 
times Stabenow's war chest; his TV spots ran vir-
tually unanswered for months. Many insiders 
had been critical of Stabenow's late TV showing, 
but recently she has matched Abraham dollar for 
dollar. 

• Stabenow performed very well in the two 
debates with Abraham, although only one was 
shown on television, on Public Broadcasting on a 
Sunday night. 

• Abraham may have started to believe what 
his very aggressive campaign spokesmen were 
saying about how well he was doing; it looks like 
he's been sitting on his lead. 

• Abraham's campaign has been, even to 
Republicans, dazzlingly competent at what might 
be called creative packaging, especially when 
Stabenow hadn't the money to refute. Now that 
Stabenow's ads are on the air, voters may get 
cross about being bamboozled by Abraham's cam-
paign. 

TTiis last point deserves more detail. 
If you listen to Abraham's ads, you'd think he's 

a moderate conservative, a family man who cares 
for children and senior citizens. But until this 
year, Abraham's voting record and rhetoric were 
doctrinaire hard right. 

That's why early on Abraham's handlers fig-
ured out a way to defuse his votes against pre-
scription drug coverage for seniors by taking the 
offensive, claiming he has a better and cheaper 
plan. It's significant that the "better and cheaper" 
plan didn't emerge until the campaign was under 
way. At a minimum, an issue that would have 
plainly favored Stabenow has been muddied. 

As to the Abraham claim to be "Michigan's 
workhorse" in bringing pork barrel money to our 
state for road repair, the best evidence is that 
Abraham (and his Senate colleagues) merely rub-
ber-stamped the bill that came over from the 
House (where Stabenow voted "Aye"). Who best 
brings home the bacon? 

Fd say it's a tie. 
The most interesting thing- about the race has 

been Abraham's persistent inability to get his 
numbers above 50 percent, even with all the 
advantages of incumbency and millions of dollars 
in unanswered television advertising. A lot of 
that has to do with the fact that Abraham is 
essentially a very skilled back room politician, 
better at cutting deals in the lobbies than press-
ing the flesh back home. 

There are still a whole lot of undecided voters 
out there, 16 percent according to the Free Press 
poll and 24 percent according to the News. A 
maxim of politics is that late undecided voters 
tend to break against the incumbent. After all, if 
people are still unclear about somebody who's 
been in office for six years, they're not likely to be 
persuaded to vote for the incumbent in the last 
week of the campaign.1 

Stay tuned. This one isn't over yet, and I'd 
guess that Debbie Stabenow's got the momentum 
just now. 

Phil Power is chairman of HomeTown 
Communications Network Inc., the company 
that owns this newspaper. He welcomes your 
comments, either by voice mail at (734) 953' 
2047, ext. 1880; or by e-mail at ppower® 
homecomm.net. 

LETTERS 
• Proposal 1 the answer 

Just suppose for some unknown reason non-pub-
lic schools had to close. Could the public schools 
handle the influx of new pupils? I don't think so. 
Also think of the tax increase to take care of the 
situation. 

Another proposal by Gore is for 100,000 new 
teachers; that will cost taxpayers between $5 and 
$10 billion dollars per year for salaries, benefits, 
etc. 

Then there is the proposal for smaller class 
sizes. That would need more schools and untold 
billions of more tax money needed. Nice work if 
you can get it. 

So you see vouchers can ease the pain and the 
strain of the supposed over crowding of the public 
schools. This with a relative saving to the taxpay-
ers. 

Vouchers are not aimed at killing the fatted calf, 
just slimming it down a little, isn't that the 
healthy way to go? 

So when you go to vote, Proposal 1 is the way to 
go, for the fair minded. 

Vladie Martin 
Bedford 

• Chaotic result 
As the Nov. 7 election draws near I would like to 

comment on Proposal 2, so-called "Let Your Local 
Votes Count" Constitutional Amendment. No mat-
ter how you feel about the local control issue, the 
way to address it is not with a bad law such as 
Proposal 2. 

Don't be fooled by the name. The law, if passed, 
would give large urban: areas of Michigan, "con-
trol" over which laws are passed or defeated. 

The proposal is anti-democratic by requiring a 
2/3 majority vote of the legislature to "enact any 
law which addresses a matter which any county, 
city, township or village could otherwise under its 
governing powers." This is in fact minority rule 
that would allow as few as 13 votes in the Senate 
to defeat any legislation as described above. I 
quoted the exact language of the proposal to illus-
trate how vague the amendment is. It can be con-
strued to affect almost any legislation taken up in 
Lansing, will be subject to continuous lawsuits 
and because it is retroactive to March 1, 2000, will 
overturn approximately 250 laws already passed 
this year. This includes the trigger guard and anti-
residency laws that are supported by the majority 
of Michigan voters. 

The law violates all the canons of Democratic 
process and will be chaotic in practice. I urge a no 
vote on Proposal 2. For more information, visit 
this web site: www.no-onprop-2.com 

Wayne Beerbower 
Farmington Hills 

• There is a choice 
With the Nov. 7 election fast approaching, there 

is a crucial race that has not received much cover-
age in the media - the campaign for three seats on 
the Michigan Supreme Court. 

As a practicing attorfcey, I have personal knowl-
edge of the tremendous impact which decisions of 

the Supreme Court have on working Michigan 
families. Unfortunately, the three incumbent Jus-
tices seeking election have displayed a disturbing 
bias on civil justice issues - ruling on behalf of 
insurance companies and against individuals at an 
astounding 82 percent of the time. 

Fortunately, we have a choice. Attorney Mariet-
ta Robinson, Judge Edward Thomas and Judge 
Thomas Fitzgerald believe the court should serve 
as a check on the powerful and give everyone an 
equal shot at receiving justice. 

Marietta Robinson is an outstanding consumer 
attorney who has represented both plaintiffs and 
defendants in complex cases. She is listed in "Best 
Lawyers in America" and "Who's Who of American 
Women." 

Judge Edward Thomas of the Wayne County 
Circuit Court is a former Prosecuting Attorney 
who emphasizes the rights of victims of crimes. He 
has been rated as one of Michigan's top 10 judges. 

Judge Thomas Fitzgerald of the Michigan Court 
of Appeals has presided over more than 4,000 
cases in his distinguished career. He is committed 
to independence and impartiality. 

I know each of these candidates personally, and 
they are decent, ethical supporters of the law. To 
Restore The Fairness to the Michigan Supreme 
Court, please join me in voting for Robinson, 
Thomas and Fitzgerald on the Nonpartisan por-
tion of the ballot. 

Alan C. Helmkamp 
Livonia 

Homecoming issues 
In response to the letter Band Aid (Oct. 22, 

2000). I think I can answer at least two of those 
questions for you. 

I am an active member of the Plymouth Salem 
2002 Student Council and I was one of those stu-
dents running around the track with the banner 
that I designed and helped paint. Why don't we do 
floats you ask? Well I have often-asked the same 
thing and the response I get is that, "we would be 
accused of copying Canton and we just can't do 
that." It's not like we don't have enough manpow-
er, because we do with the 60-plus members on 
council this year, it is simply that we are. not -
allowed. My parents did floats when they were in 
high school in Ohio. I have always wanted to do 
them, but it is up to our administration to give us 
the go-ahead, which doesn't seem to be happening 
anytime soon. 

I cannot, however, answer your questions about 
the band. I do agree with you, I think they should 
have been at our homecoming game, but they 
weren't. I also think it would be better if they 
actually played marching band music and not 
some kind of morbid song with the color guard 
running around with mirrors. But I am not the 
band director and I do not make the music selec-
tion. I was just impressed by the band parents 
actually staying past half-time for one of the foot-
ball games. 

I'm sorry if we aren't elegant and traditional 
enough for you, most of our homecoming efforts go 
into our hallway decorating, which only the stu-
dents and staff get to see. But that is the way 
things go up at P-CEP; if you really want them 
changed talk to the administration. 

Sarah Petersen 
Plymouth Salem High School 
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5 Reasons proposal 
doesn't make sense 
in Plymouth-Canton 

Kathleen Booher 

Changing the Michigan Constitution is funda-
mentally wrong. 

Proposal I, the issue being called the "voucher" 
proposal, is about changing the Michigan Consti-
tution, created in 1835, to allow public funds to be 
used for nonpublic schools. To be even more spe-
cific, Proposal I asks voters to amend Article 8, 
Section 2 of our State Constitution. 

Your ballot will read: "A Proposal to amend the 
Constitution to permit State to provide indirect 
support to students attending nonpublic pre-ele-
mentary, elementary and secondary schools; 
allow the use of tuition vouchers in certain school 
districts; and require enactment of teacher test-
ing laws" 

Why is changing the constitution through Pro-
posal I wrong? 

1. FUNDING. This proposal will divert scarce 
resources from Plymouth-Canton Community 
Schools and the other 554 public school districts 
in Michigan. In Plymouth-Canton, we pride our-
selves on having our high school students' MEAP 
scores among the top 10 in metro-Detroit, while 
having the lowest per pupil spending of the other 
nine districts. This year we receive $6,505 per 
student while neighboring Livonia receives 
$7,605. 

We are still coping with the financial con-
straints enacted only six years ago under Propos-
al A. We simply cannot afford to fall farther 
behind in a time when the demands to become 
more competitive continually increase. 

2. CHOICE. Our founders made a conscious 
choice in the nation's first constitution to include 

a specific prohibition against the appropriation of 
public funds for the use of sectarian or religious 
institutions. Parents who choOse public over pri-
vate, or private over public, education make con-
scious, responsible decisions, and I support their 
right to do so. 

3. DEMOCRACY. Public schools are where our 
children learn about genuine democracy. By 
changing the constitution, it is likely the great 
strides we have made toward breaking down bar-
riers with respect to race, religion, ethnicity, 
social standing and disability, could take steps 
backward. 

4. MAJORITY. America's vast majority, 46.5 
million children and their parents choose public 
schools. In Plymouth-Canton, we have more than 
16,000 students for the third consecutive year 
attending our 22 schools; and, in Michigan the 
majority of students are educated in public 
schools. A key principle of democracy is doing 
what is best for the majority. 

5. ACCOUNTABILITY. Proposal I has no pro-
visions for accountability for tax dollars that go to 
nonpublic schools. Should an abdication of such a 
basic taxation principle be cemented into our 
state constitution? I think not. 

Changing the Michigan Constitution is funda-
mentally wrong for Plymouth-Canton. It is wrong 
for the children we serve, for our staff who pro-
vide educational opportunities everyday, for our 
parents and community residents who are our 
partners, and for our democratic future. 

E. Kathleen Booher is superintendent for 
the Plymouth-Canton Community Schools. 
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LETTER 

Thank you 

On the behalf of the Plymouth-Canton Jaycees, I 
would like to thank you for publicizing the press 
release regarding the KidCare I.D. program on 
Aug. 26, 2000. 

The project was very successful! We were able to 
provide 81 I.D. cards for the children in our com-
munity. We appreciate your support of our organi-
zation and we look forward to working with you in 
the future. 

S u z a n n e Foss 
P l y m o u t h - C a n t o n J a y c e e s 

O 

P U B L I C P R O V I D E 

S T U D E N T A C H I E V E M E N T FOR ALL. 

TEACHER Q U A L I T Y FOR ALL. 

TECHNOLOGY 
FOR A NEW GENERATION. 

To learn more about the great things going on in your 
neighborhood public schools throughout Michigan 

visit www.resa.net 
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QualityGzre 
- ^at your service 

'.'4 

Ford First 

your vehicle 

Motorcraft® Tested Tough Battery 

S 5 9 9 5 

New 18-month free replacement. 
MSRP. Installation and taxes extra. See your Service 
Advisor for price and a copy of the limited warranty. 

s • Convenient hours • One-stop service 
ed technicians • Genuine Ford parts 

M o t o r e d 

$89 95 
or less 

s39 95 
or less 

'H-

Install Motorcraft Preferred Value pads, front or rear. 
Excludes machining rotors. Taxes extra. 

See participating dealers for details through 11/5/00. 

! Including a top-off of all fluids, plus a FREE 12-point 
1 all-weather check of hoses, clamps, belts and more. 
! Disposal fee extra, if applicable. Taxes extra. 
} See participating dealers for details through 11/5/00. 

See your Metro Detroit Ford Dealer today. 

BtoomfleM Wife 
(248)333-3000 (313) 567-0250 

Mt. Clemens 
(810) 792-4100 (248) 355-7500 

(810) 755-2100 

(313) 

DetroiF 
(313) 538-6800 

* n r 

tad 
hvllle 

(248) 349-1400 

31 Metro Detroit Ford Dealers 

www.thtaWordfirsi.com 

JU 
Warren 

(810) 777-2700 

Hills 
(248) 474-1234 

Oak Park 
(248) 967-3700 

% Clair' 
(810) 776-7600 

(313) 

Dearborn 
(313) 849-0800 

(248) 399-1000 
Plymouth 

(734) 453-1100 (810) 

(248) 356-1260 

(734)W7l?-2600 

Rock 
(734) 782-2400 

m 
Bedford 

(313)255-3100 (313) 291-0300 (734) 421-1300 

(313) 584-2250 
Lhronla 

(734) 421-7000 (248) 852-0400 & (248) 643-7500 
Woodhaven 

(734) 676-2200 

Macomb 
(810) 948-7700 

Boyal Oak 
(248) 548-4100 

To learn more, visit us at www.qualityeareservice.com 
®is a registered trademark of Ford Motor Company. 

froy 
(248) 585-4000 

http://www.thtaWordfirsi.com
http://www.qualityeareservice.com
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COMMON SENSORS 

JACQUE MARTIN-DOWNS 

Depression can 
be treated once 
it's diagnosed 
Jess stood at the stove, bent over, 

elbows f i rmly p l a n t e d on t h e 
counter, s t i r r ing the oatmeal . Her 
face registered apathy and dullness 
as her son James told her about the 
field trip the class was taking today. 

"And we're going to get pizza at the 
zoo," J a m e s said g lee fu l ly . No 
response. "And mom, I need $3 for the 
snacks, okay? No response. "Can I go 
get it out- of your purse?" Mom's indif-
ference led James to the conclusion 
that he should probably go find the 
money on his own. Next t ime he'll 
know not to bother her with trivial 
questions. 

Jess, like 20 million other Ameri-
cans,' su f fe rs from depress ion. I t s 
prevalence is highest for 24 to 44 year 
olds. According to the World Health 
O r g a n i z a t i o n in i t s 1999 r e p o r t , 
"Depression is the fourth-most signifi-
cant cause of suffering and disability 
worldwide, behind heart disease, can-
cer and traffic accidents. We predict 
that it will be the second most debili-
tating human condition by the year 
2020." 

Treatment options 
Depression is a disorder of outlook 

and perspective. But the drug compa-
nies work against us by convincing us 
to throw medication at the problem. 
This thinking has made the United 
States the leading consumer of Prozac 
(75 percent goes to the U.S.). 

The drug companies spent over five 
billion dollars on advertising Zoloft, 
Paxil and Prozac in 1999. Medicating 
for depression is a good way to stabi-
lize the patient and take the edge off 
their depression. But medicating for 
depression does not solve the problem 

As one ot the leading experts in the 
field, Dr. Michael Yapko, wrote in his 
1999 book entitled Hand-Me-Down-
Blues: How to Stop Depression From 
Spreading in Families (New York: 
Golden), "Prescribing only drugs is 
like mop-up relief. It does not teach 
the person about relationship skills, 
problem-solving or how to get t he 
resources they need to get better. It's 
not j u s t a medical problem. I t 's a 
social problem." 

And is depression contagious? It is 
true that depression runs in families. 
You will see a once to th ree t imes 
higher probabili ty of it in families 
where others have been diagnosed 
with it, but to date there is no evi-
dence of a single depression gene that 
goes from one person to another. 

Stephen Hawking, a world renown 
theoretical physicist, has an extreme-
ly debilitating disorder called ALS. 
He cafthot walk. He cannot talk. He 
cannot move any limbs. Might he be 
depressed about his condition? One 
would think so. And yet, Dr. Hawking 
sees his disability as "a minor irri-
t a n t . " How could t h a t be?. Why 
wouldn't he be nearly suicidal about 
the hopelessness of his s i tua t ion? 
Because there is more to him than his 
body. 

Often people suffering from depres-
sion see themselves from a limited 
perspective. They see themselves as 
only a fat person, as a hard worker, 
as a shy pe rson , as a surv ivor of 
abuse, as an adult-child of an alco-
holic. 

Therapists have a very special goal 
wher» working with clients with major 
depressive disorders. Their job is to 
help their clients compartmentalize. 
They help the client to be less global 
and more discriminating. Sam tells 
h is t h e r a p i s t t h a t he r e m e m b e r s 
be ing b e a t e n , k icked, t h rown , 
punched and verbally assaulted by 
his father. He tells the therapist that 
he cannot seem to break free of things 
that happened in the past. 

"I cannot seem to escape it. I replay 
it all the time." Sam may be a product 
of his past, but he is more than his 
history. 

A good t h e r a p i s t wil l he lp t h e 
depressed client see beyond his own 
self-imposed labels and move into an 
action-oriented reframing of the per-
son and their history. The therapist 
asks Sam, "How do you know whether 
the self-talk is worth listening to?" 
Sam pauses . He doesn't know. He 
never thought about having a choice. 

This is the goal of therapy: Helping 
the client understand they have choic-
es and to give them the tools to move 
forward. 

Reach Jacque Martin-Downs via e-
mail at dougjacque@iopener.net 
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Against 
all odds 

Young man 
challenges illness 
despite obstacles 

S T O R Y B Y R E N E t S K O G L U N D 

P H O T O S B Y B R Y A N M I T C H E L L 

Tim Kean, 19, is one tough guy. 
He has to be. In the last*three 
years, the Redford Township 
resident, who was born with 
hydrochephalus - the abnor-

mal accumulation of fluid inside brain 
cavities called ventricles, has under-
gone 63 brain surgeries. 

Tim Kean is also a man of faith. 
"I can't be all sobbing and crying and 

mad," he said. "I get angry and sad, 
but it's my faith that helps me. Faith is 
with me everywhere I go. My mom and 
dad are great, and the doctors at the 
hospital are great." 

For 16 years, the shunt - a system of 
catheters and valves inserted in Tim's 
brain shortly af ter his birth a t Chil-
d r e n ' s H o s p i t a l to d r a in away t h e 
excess cerebrospinal fluid, worked per-
fectly. It kept pressure from building 
up in his brain. 

As a child he hit all the developmen-
tal milestones on target, said his moth-
er, Diane. As teenager he played foot-
ball, soccer and baseball wearing a spe-
cially made protective helmet. Life was 
good; life was nor-
mal. 

Then four years 
ago the shunt rup-
tured, ini t ia t ing a 
cycle of headaches 
and s e i zu re s , a 
r e c o r d - h r p a k i n ft 
v'. ill o u r l b r a i n 

surgeries and hos-
p i t a l s t a y s t h a t 
lasted months. 

"Nobody told us 
this could happen," 
said Diane. 

University of California, San Francis-
co. 

Other estimates place the malfunc-
tion rate at closer to 50 percent. 

For Diane, shunt failures occur far 
too often. Look at what happened to 
Tim, she says. Look at what has hap-
pened to too many children like Tim. 

"As parents, we get angry with all 
these failures. I mean, this is the year 
2000. They can transplant hearts and 
livers. Why can't they make a shunt 
that doesn't fail?" 

When a shunt fails, there's no time 
to lose. The bigger the ventricle gets as 
it fills with fluid, the more pressure on 
the brain. Sustained pressure causes 
brain cells to die. 

"We've had surgeries at 2 a.m. When 
a shunt fails, you have to fix it," said 
Diane. 

Attitude 
Perhaps Tim 

functioned well 
he was unlucky; 
his head bear a 

was lucky; his shun t 
for 16 years. Perhaps 
the back and sides of 
criss-cross pattern of 

scars from the 63 
operations. Most 
of t h e t ime he 
wears a baseball 
cap to p ro tec t 
h imse l f f r om 
those who are too 
c u r ' o u s :oo 

Problems 
"Tim is as f a r 

f r o m tex tbook as 
you can get," said 
Diane. "He has four catheters and two 
highly sophis t icated programmable 
valves." 

Shunts malfunction in about 2 to 40 
p e r c e n t of cases usual ly due to an 
obs t ruc t ion , b reakage or infect ion, 
accord ing to t h e a u t h o r s of About 
Hydrocephalus, a Book for Parents, a 
publ ica t ion by the D e p a r t m e n t s of 
Neurological Surgery and Pediatrics, 

Support system; Tim Kean 
shares a hug from his biggest 
supporter — mother Diane. 

Since the shunt 
r u p t u r e d , Tim 
h a s su f f e red a 
s t r o k e , a b r a i n 
infection and has 
not been 
headache-free in 
f o u r yea r s . He 
desc r ibes h is 
h e a d a c h e s in 
s p o r t s t e r m s : 

"From one to 10, it would be a 20. It 
would be like a professional baseball 
player hitting you in the head with a 
bat . Or if a professional wrestler, it 
would feel l ike you 've been body 
slammed." 

Yet, despite the surgeries, despite 
the horrific headaches tha t require the 

Please see CHALLENGES, B2 
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Talented: Tim Kean enjoys spending time in the kitchen whip-
ping up everything from his "secret" barbeque sauce to a gourmet 
omelette like the one above. 

Horse event is 'Spectacular* local attraction 
BY KIMBERLY A . MORTSON 
STAFF WRITER 
kmortson@oe.homecomm.net 

Nancy Harm knows a lot about hors-
es and parades. The Schoolcraft Col-
lege adjunct professor and owner of 
H a r m o n y Acres in Nor thv i l l e will 
merge the two subjects together at the 
7 th Annua l Nor th American. Horse 
Spectacular Nov. 10-12. 

"The Horse Spectacular is a great 
event for people who have a vested 
interest in horses and for those who 
jus t like horses," said Harm who teach-
es equestr ian courses at the Livonia 
College and at her ranch in Northville. 
"It's also a nice place for a family to 
bring their children to learn first-hand 
about horses." 

Horse exper ts and admirers alike 
will enjoy the trade show, special guest 
a p p e a r a n c e s , rodeo ac t iv i t i e s , 
t r u c k / t r a i l e r d i sp lays and more 
throughout the three-day event. 

Fashion sense 
Harm will present a "Parade Style 

Show" throughout the weekend at the 
Novi Expo Center. The show will fea-
t u r e un iq j i e cos tumes t h a t have 
appeared in a variety of parade venues 
across the country from the Detroit 
Christmas Parade to the Great Circus 
Parade in Milwaukee. 

"We'll have every kind of parade cos-
tume you can image representing vari-
ous heritage's as well as some authen-
tic replicas of the tack and suit Tom 
Mix and his horse wore," said Harm. 
"Serge Darrigrand, who portrays Tom 
Mix, will be a t the show. 

Tom Mix was one of Ok lahoma ' s 
mos t l egenda ry f igures . His movie 

1 

Tkwlitions 

SPECIAL PHOTO 

Legendary: Serge Darrigrand, who portrays Tom Mix with his 
horse Tony, poses with Nancy Harm, who represents Mrs. Tom 
Mix, They will appear at the Novi Expo Center in full costume 

career spanned 26 years from 1909-
1935. In all he made 336 feature films, 
produced 88, wrote 71 and directed 
117. Tom Mix's movies were famous for 
quick action and dare-devil s t un t s . 
Tom and Tony, his horse, performed 
their own stunts and Mix was known 
for spending lavishly on his costumes. 

"Serge travels all over the country 
pa r t i c ipa t ing in p a r a d e s and doing 
demonstrations at schools throughout 

t he Uni ted S ta tes . I t will be a real 
treat for people to see him." 

Harm, who also appears in costume 
as Mrs. Tom Mix, said she'll have the 
costumes, information about them and 
in fo rmat ion about pa r t i c ipa t ing in 
upcoming p a r a d e s a t h e r s t a l l s 
throughout the weekend. 

Highlights of the North American 
Horse Spectacular include the appear-

' The Observer HomeTown Life staff 
would like to know what traditions you 

1 hope to initiate this year and those -
you've been observing for decades. 

Does your fam% volunteer a cou$e 
, hours every year to be a bell ringer for 
' the Salvation Army's r&J kettfe pro-

gram? Is your potato latke recipe used 
( every Hanukkah for a special Sunday 

brunch at your sister's house? Do you 
read "Twas the Night Before Christ-
mas" to your grandchildren on Christ-

; mas Eve? is your holiday turkey carved 
with the knives your great, great-grand-
father brought with him when he immi-
grated to the United States? 

Whether it 's the first year or the 
100th your family has included a par-
ticular tradition into your holiday cele-
brations we'd like to hear about it and 
share it with our readers. Please write 
or call - Kim Mortson or Stephanie 
Oasola at the Observer Newspaper, 
Attn: Holiday Traditions,,36251 School-
craft Road, Livonia, Ml 48150. Tele-
phone (734) 953-2131 (kim) or (734) 
953-2130 (Stephanie). E-mails are 
encouraged at kmortson@oe. 
homecomm.net or 
scasola@oe. homecomm.net 

We wili accept 
tradition suggestions 
from Nov. 2 
through Dec. 14. 

Please see HORSE, B2 


