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For veterans: Township's 
new "Salute to Service" 
pays a deserving tribute 
to an almost forgotten 
group. / A 1 4 

llUi-llC 

Good samaritans: 
NorthRidge Church in 
Plymouth will serve as a 
relay center for gift-filled 
shoe boxes in conjunction 
with Operation Christ-
mas Child, / B 1 

Home again: The Wayne 
County Family Center 
strives to get families 
back on their feet 
again. / B 1 

• W 

Tilling soil: Gardeners 
should be working now to 
prepare their gardens and 
yards for next spring. / D 1 

Theater: The Theatre 
Guild of Livonia-Redford 
gets ready for its season 
opener, "Little Shop of 
Horrors "/fLl 

Music: The Livonia-based 
quartet, Treblehead, cele-
brates the release of its 
debut album. /E6 
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Before you go: Profession-
al companies will help 
you hold your last local 
garage sale./F± 
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"Received just 
enough calls, and they 
were the right ones " 

KR, Wixom 
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Life Time 
wins final 
approval 
• Canton Township Trustees 
voted 6-0 Tuesday for site plan 
approval of a $16.5 million health 

d fitness center on Haggerty an( 
Road. It will be built adjacent to a 
new hotel. 
BY HEATHER NEEDHAM 
STAFF WRITER 
hneedham@oe.homecomm.net 

Developers of a Life Time Fitness facility pro-
posed. for Ford Road south of Haggerty received 
their final go-ahead from the township's board of 
trustees Tuesday. 

Trustees approved the final site plan 6-0 with 
Supervisor Tom Yack absent. 

The $16.5 million, 108,890-square-foot build-
ing will sit on 11.2 acres on the east side of Hag-
gerty just south of Ford. Facilities will include 
indoor and outdoor swimming pools, a gymnasi-
um, simulated rock climbing, cardiovascular fit-
ness center, a child-care center, hair salon, tan-
ning, a cafe and family locker rooms. 

Tentative hours of operation will be 24 hours a 
day. Patrons will pay a one-time membership fee 
then month-to-month fees thereafter. 

Life Time will be adjacent to an Extended Stay 
America hotel on a 26-acre parcel. 

The site plan approval for Life Time was con-
tingent upon the board also approving rezoning 
the property from interchange service district to 
regional commercial district. Trustees approved 
the measure 6-0. 

Please see 

Choose or lose 
Your vote 
counts, 
actor tells 
students 
BY TONY BRUSCATO 
STAFF WRITER 
tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net 

"America is the greatest 
country tha t ever existed. 
Don't blow it." 

Those were words of wis-
dom from actor Richard 
Dreyfuss, who took time from 
stumping metro Detroit for 
Democratic presidential nom-
inee A1 Gore, to address 
nearly 800 students in the 
Salem High School auditori-
um Wednesday afternoon. 

Dreyfuss mostly kept his 
political opinions to himself, 
choosing ins tead to tell 
seniors, government class 
students and band members the 
importance of taking part in the 
political process. 

"If you don't vote, if you don't 
think voting is the core, primary 
important political act of your life, 
you are deluded," said Dreyfuss. 
"If you think you can be a member 
of the citizenry of this country 
without voting, and escape the 
consequences, you are nuts." 

Dreyfuss admitted that most 

I 

STAFF PHOTO BY PAUL HURSCKMANN 
Sign here: Actor Richard Dreyfuss walks back to a news con-
ference after signing autographs for students in the Salem 
auditorium. 

young people have a profound 
cynicism about the political pro-
cess. 

"I bet an overwhelming majority 
of you think our politicians are 
corrupt, our institutions decayed, 
ineffective, useless and are 
destructive to your personal, ethi-
cal, moral character," he said. 
"And, you wouldn't be wrong." 

Then the actor most students 
know from his characters in the 

movies Jaws, Mr. Holland's Opus, 
and What About Bob?, ta lked 
about the importance of the voting 
booth. 

"By not voting, you hand over to 
your worst n i g h t m a r e all the 
power that exists," Dreyfuss told 
students. "The corporations that; 
make decisions, the government 
policies, the bureaucrats, the oth-
ers that are more organized, are* 

Please see DREYFUSS, A2 

SPRAWL AFFECTS US i l l 
Population explodes 
into new century 
BY DOUG FUNKE 
STAFF WRITER 
dftmke@oe.homecoED2a.net 

Open spaces, a steady popula-
tion growth regionally after a 
boom in Detroit from 1900-

1930 and the trend toward more 
independence for younger and older 
people set the stage for expansion of 
the suburbs here. 

That's how the top numbers guy at 
a regional planning agency sees it. 

You have., lo have; somewhere u.- go 
- available land - before you can go, 
said James B. Rogers, manager of the 
data center for the Southeast Michi-
gan Council of Governments. 

And there was plenty west of 
Detroit's riverfront for future subdi-
vision and migration, not unlike set-
tlement throughout American histo-
ry. 

Two other factors contributed to 
suburban growth. Detroit became a 
manufacturing center and folks came 

Read about more aspects of 
area sprawl inside 
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Staff photo by Paul husschmann 
Crunch: Evening rush hour traffic crowds Interstate 275 in 
Canton north of Joy Road. 

to value 
an inde-
pendent 
lifestyle 
more 
than 
multi-
genera-
tional 
living 
arrange-
ments. 

Fig -
ures pro-
vided by STAFF PHOTO BY TOM HAWLEY 

SEMCOG Going up: Condos are being built 
tha t the in Garden City, 
city of 
Detroit's population rocketed from 
286,000 in 1900 to 1.6 million in 
1930. 

"There was significant migration 
both from the rural Midwest... from 
the rural South ... and significant 
immigration from Europe on top of 
natural increase," Rogers said. 

As recent as 1940, SEMCOG 
reported, Canton, Garden City and 
Plymouth Townships all had popula-
tions under 5,000, Farmington Hills, 
Redford Township and Plymouth 
Township all under 9,000. 

While Detroit's population peaked 
at 1.8 million with the 1950 census 
and declined to an estimated 965,000 

Growth... when just a 
few more people take 
up a lot more land 
it's often called 
sprawl. That's what's 
happening around us 
in southeast 
Michigan. Today, we 
look at a few of the 
ways sprawl affects 
us all. now, according 

to SEMCOG, 
the numbers continue to grow in the 
seven-county area of southeastern 
Michigan that includes Wayne and 
Oakland. 

The regional population has 
sprouted from 4.4 million in 1965 to 
an estimated 4.9 million now, SEM-
COG reported. 

"There is (still) a real growth," said 
Rogers. "That is happening, not just 
a redistribution of people. 

"Households are getting a lot 
smaller," he added. "Many more 
hduseholds are being formed. Many 
more housing units are going up to 

Please see SPRAWL, A6 

Higher student count 
boosts district cash 
BY TONY BRUSCATO 
STAFF WRITER 
tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net 

An increase in enrollment this year 
will mean an additional $826,000 to 
the Plymouth-Canton school district. 

Plymouth-Canton Schools, the sev-
enth-largest school district in the state, 
reports an increase of 127 students, 
compared to last year's official student 
count. 

For each student in the district, the 
state gives Plymouth-Canton a founda-
tion grant of $6,505. 

The final numbers show most of the 
dis t r ic t ' s growth is in the middle 
schools, where there are 92 more stu-
dents than last year. 

The largest of the middle schools is 
Discovery, which houses 810 students. 
Central Middle School is at 795, with 
East Middle School at 793. 

The biggest increase in middle school 
students is at East, where there are 71 
more students than last year. 

There are 53 more students at the 
high school complex this year, while 
the elementary grades show a decrease 
of 18 students. 

Eight of the e lementa ry schools 
showed decreases in student popula-
tion, led by Gallimore with a loss of 45 
s tuden ts . Miller showed the most 
growth, with an increase of 57 stu-
dents. 

Four of the 14 elementary schools 
have student populations of more than 
600 students, and all are in Canton. 
They are Hulsing with 663 students, 
Bentley with 660, Miller at 610 and 
Field with 606 students. 

Total enrollment in the Plymouth-
Canton School District is 16,403 stu-
dents. 

Walsh offers alternative 
view in state Rep. race 

21ST HOUSE DISTRICT 
BY TEDD SCHNEIDER 
STAFF WRITER 
tschneider@oe.homecomm.net 

Mickey Walsh concedes he has an 
uphill batt le in 
trying to unseat 
a popular, well-
r e s p e c t e d 
Republican for a 
seat in the state 
House of Repre-
senta t ives th is 
fall. 

But it's battle 
worth f ighting, 
the Canton 
Democrat said 
last week. 

"What I bring 
Mickey Walsh t o t h e d a n c e i s 

43 years of work-
ing with people tcj 
help them better 
themselves . I've 
always been 4 

champion of the underdog and I think, 
that by getting involved with people 
and issues at the state level 111 be able 
to continue that," Wash said. 3 

Walsh will oppose state Rep. Bruce 
Patterson, R-Canton, on Nov. 7. Pattern-
son is seeking his second term in the 
House. The 21st state House Districi 
includes most of Canton, Sumpter and 
Van Buren townships, and the city of 
Belleville. ; 

The 62-year-old retired UAW officii 
characterizes himself as a "moderate^ 
centrist Democrat." He said while 3*4 

Please see HOUSE RACE, M.% 
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life Time from page A1 

,The p lann ing commission 
approved the site plan 6-0 in 
Sep tember . The m e a s u r e 
received little public comment, 
except for one resident asking 
about whether a traffic signal 
would be installed. Another resi-
dent said he supported the facili-
ty. 
. The building's most prominent 

architectural feature will be the 
45-foot glass atrium surround-
ing t he lobby a rea . Canton ' s 
Zpning Board of Appeals grant-
ed a variance allowing the atri-
um to exceed 38 feet, the maxi-
mum height allowed under the 
zoning ordinance. 
. Bill Doerr, project architect, 

said previously that the atrium 
allow natural light to come into 
tike club. 

[Petitioner Frank Jonna said 
7;91 acres of the parcel are des-

ignated as we t l ands and will 
need to be mi t iga ted , or 
replaced, if built upon. 

"Everything is mitigated on 
site," Jonna said. "We are ready 
to commence work on mitigation 
immediately." 

Project representative Bryan 
Amann said Life Time will ten-
ta t ive ly be r eady to sign up 
members by next March. Con-
struction should be completed by 
late next summer, he added. 

Aaron Machn ik , munic ipa l 
services director, said Life Time, 
which also has facilities in Novi 
and Shelby Township, would be 
a good fit for Canton. 

"(Life Time) provides a venue 
for what we think the folks in 
the communi ty would f ind a 
great deal of usefu lness for," 
Machnik said. 

WSDP publishes newsletter 
;The second edition of WSDP's 

alumni newsletter, Spreading 
the Airwaves, is how available. 

•WSDP-FM 88.1 is the student 
radio station at Plymouth-Can-
ton Educational Park. 

;The newsletter was created to 
s t r e n g t h e n t he r e l a t ionsh ip 
between the station and it's for-
rrier staff members. The new edi-
tion features photos from the 
s ta t ion 's archives, an a lumni 
profile, WSDFs broadcast sched-
ule , and much more. It was 
f a i l e d this week to a lumni 
throughout the country. 

j"The success of our 25 th 
anniversary reunion planted the 
idea of creating a newsletter," 

said Bill Keith, station manager, 
"It has been excit ing hear ing 
from former staff members since 
the f i r s t i s sue came out l a s t 
spring. 

The newslet ter 's design and 
layout was created by Mike Pio-
n t ek and a company, Tense 
Forms. P ion t ek is a fo rmer 
WSDP Staff member. 

You can receive a copy by call-
ing the station at (734) 416-7732 
or by e-mai l ing Kei th a t kei-
thb@pccs.kl2. mi. us. 

WSDP is owned and operated 
by the Plymouth-Canton Com-
munity Schools. The station has 
been se rv ing t he communi ty 
since Feb. 14, 1972. 

EVERYTHING YOU NEVER WANTED TO KNOW 
ABOUT DIVORCE BUT NOW NEED TO ASK 

E m o t i o n a l a n d Lega l A s p e c t s of D i v o r c e 
p r e s e n t e d by 

L a w O f f i c e s of 

STAYER S3 SOUVE, P.C. 
20300 S u p e r i o r , S t e . 2 0 0 

T a y l o r , MI 4 8 1 8 0 
a n d 

HIS S3 HER PLACE COUNSELING CENTER, P C. 
R o g e r E. D a l l w i g , M.A., C.S.W., L.P.C. 

This seminar will answer your questions about the emotional, 
psychological and legal aspects of divorce. 

Monday - October 16th, 2000 
7:oo p.m. • 9:30 p.m. 

W e s t l a n d ' s Ba i ley R e c r e a t i o n C e n t e r - M e e t i n g R m . 2 • 

36651 F o r d Rd. , W c s t l a u d , MI 
Bring or tell a friend about these upcoming seminars 

. . Registration, pfease (734). 374-l$gp (confidential). - . 

Free - (These Seminars not appropriate for children t o attend).
 : Free Free 

To get 
where you need 

to go... 

you n e e d to 
make the right 
connections* 

Come join us at 4:30 p.m. each Sunday. 
TJ/Ve'll help you make the right connections to continue on a 
;journey of faith. 

tFirst United Methodist Church 
245201 N. Territorial Rd., Plymouth (734) 453-5280 

Dreyfuss from page A1 

laughing at you who don't vote. 
"Going into the voting booth is 

a more powerful act, and more 
responsible act, t ha t you can 
imagine," he emphasized. "Con-
tinue not to vote and watch the 
worsening of America." 

The group applauded when 
Dreyfuss said he was a liberal 
Democrat, the only reference to 
his own political preferences in 
the hour he spent addressing 
students, answering questions 
and signing autographs. 

"He motivated me to go out 
and vote when I turn 18," said 
Chris Miltz, a senior from Can-
ton Township. "His message 
made me feel like I'm really a 
part of the community." 

"I thought he was really inspi-
rational," added Lauren Morelli, 
17, from Canton. "It's not every 
day a star is willing to talk to 
kids and tell us his passion on 
how important it is to get out 
and vote." 

Dreyfuss began his speech by 
talking about the importance of 
the arts to a community. 

"You can't come out of high 
school with anything like a well-
rounded education unless you 
have the arts," said Dreyfuss. 
"You can have science and math 
and all sorts of core subjects. 
But, unless you have music and 
drama, you will be lacking some-
thing in the imagination. These 
programs aren't glib and extra-
neous, they are necessary to our 
heart." 

Megan Kohn, a 17-year-old 
senior from Canton, agreed with 
Dreyfuss. 

"I th ink he was inf luent ial , 
how they need more support and 
more money for the arts," she 

Staff Photos by Paul Hubschmann 
Q and A \ Actor Richard Drey fuss answers a question from band member Ashley 
Henry of Canton, 17, in the Salem auditorium. Pictured below, Katie Alatalo of Ply-
mouth, 17, asks her question. 
said. "Personally, I love the arts a p p l a u s e a f t e r comment ing , 
and they are important." 

In answering questions from 
students, Dreyfuss revealed: 

• "The entire voting process 
should be aimed more at young 
people. You have to pay atten-
tion, you've got to have all the 
opinions, you have to know the 
issues and then you've got to get 
in there." 

• When asked about vouch-
ers , Drey fuss received loud 

Veterinary uotes 

by 

Elizabeth 
Routson, 

D.V.M. 

< 4 
i i 

FELINE INFECTIOUS PERITONITIS ( F I P ) 
Feline infectious peritonitis (FIP) develops from the coronavirus that invades and 

grows in a cat's white blood cells. Infected cells produce severe inflammation in nearby 
tissues, causing the disease. Most cats become infected by inhaling or ingesting the 
virus via direct contact with: an infected cat or contaminated surface. After initial 
exposure to the FIP virus, most cats recover completely while some develop the lethal 
disease. Effusive (wet) FIP causes fluid to accumulate in the cat's abdomen and/or 
chest, making breathing difficult. Non-effusive (dry) FIP involves less fluid 
accumulation and develops more slowly. The cat commonly suffers weight loss, 
d e p r e s s i o n 'ever, a n d anemia . O the r symp toms can i n d u c e increased t n r s ' . j aund ice , 

vomiting, diarrhea, paralysis, seizures, or blindness. 

At PARKWAY VETERINARY CLINIC, we provide complete veterinary care for pets, 
including disease treatment, surgery, and emergency care. Our knowledgeable staff 
will take the time to completely explain the diagnosis and recommended treatments. 
Visit either of our two locations at 41395 Wilcox Rd. in Plymouth, tel. 734-453-2577, 
or 5750 Lilley Rd. in Canton, tel. 734-981-4400. We're open six days a week for your 
convenience. 

P.S. FIP can be difficult to diagnose because symptoms mimic those of several other 
illnesses. 

"Any program that takes money 
out of" the (public) school sys-
tem's budget and puts it towards 
private schools ... I have a prob-
lem with not being against." 

• "I was nine years old and 
sitting at the kitchen table when 
I told my mother I wanted to be 
an actor. She said 'don't j u s t 
talk about it.' I went down the 
street and auditioned for a play." 

• "I'm for trebling teacher's 
salaries. I think teachers are 
given the shaft in this country. 
They should be paid h igh 

enough so t h e y can a t t r a c t a 
totally professional level of peo-
ple." 

• "Jaws was the f i rs t film 
ever shot in real water ... it was 
shot w i t h o u t a s h a r k t h a t 
worked, wi thout a script, and 
without a full cast. It changed 
all of our l ives, and is st i l l a 
great film." 

• His philosophy on life. "I 
subscribe to the 'or not' philoso-
phy. There is only one God, or 
not. I believe there is a master 
plan for all of us, or not." 

Join Community Federal Credit Union And 

Could Be A Winner, 
There 

In More Ways Than One 
*s never been a better time to open an account at your Community credit union. Because for every new 

deposit account opened by December 9, 2000 youll get a chance to win one of these great prizes. 

Go wild with 

Disney! 
Disney Booking Day 
AAA Travel/Canton 
Wednesday, Oct 18 
8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. 
RSVP 734-844-0146 

\ 

The m e m o r i e s will last a l i fe t ime, 

bu t t h e s av ings o n l y las t o n e 

day.. .and on ly a t A A A Travel! F ind o u t 

a b o u t all t h e exc i t i ng n e w d e v e l o p -

m e n t s at W a l t D i sney Wor ld , a n d t h e 

thr i l l of a D i sney Cruise L ine v a c a t i o n . 

Best of all, A A A m e m b e r s qual i fy fo r 

exc lus ive b e n e f i t s a n d savings! C a l l 

t o d a y to m a k e a n a p p o i n t m e n t w i t h a 

f r iendly , e x p e r i e n c e d A A A T r a v e l 

A g e n t . . . a n d go wi ld w i t h Disney! 

i 

( e W $ ) ? * ^ W o r l d . 

Special booking 

incentives 

one day only!* 

AAA Travel/Canton 
2017 Canton Center Rd. 
Call 734-844-0146 

Open Weekdays 
8:30 a.m. - S:30 p.m. 
Thursdays until 7:00 p.m. 

C d u i s e L i n e C—• Tui/a/ 

Z. 

• K,: 

"Valid on selected Walt Disney World and Disney 
Cruise Line vacation packages, new bookings only. 
Certain restrictions apply. 

Travel 
Someone you can count on; 

www.aaamich.com 

L1002739 

Qrand Prize 
7-Day Caribbean Cruise 

For Two* 

First Prize 
Digital Phone & 

One Year of Cellular Service* 

5 Second Prizes 
$100 Cash 

New members win in other ways, too. You'll learn first-hand how outstanding service and a commitment to this 
community really pays off. With great rates, free checking programs, Internet Banking and more, you can't lose! 

Plus, Community Federal will donate $5 to the Plymouth Community United Way for every new member. 

Bring a friend. Tell a family member and you both could win! Remember, anyone who lives or works 
in Plymouth, Canton, Northville or Novi can become a part of our community. 

Community 
Federal 

c: R L D I !' UNI o N 

At Your Service. 
In Your Community. 

www.cfcu.org 
Plymouth Branch • 500 S. Harvey • (734) 453-1200 . 

Canton Branch • 6355 N. Canton Center Rd. • (734) 455-0400 
Northville Branch • 400 E. Main Street • (248) 348-2920 

Yfctr Mring* Mwolly Imurad to $100000 

NCUA 
Contest restrictions: Must be 18 or older to enter. Community Federal Credit Union employees and immediate family are not eligible. N o purchase necessary. 
Visit any branch for an entry form. Drawing to.be held December 12, 2000. All entries must-be received by December 9, 2000. Need not be present to win. 
Odds of winning determined by number of entries received. *See any branch for details. 

mailto:thb@pccs.kl2
http://www.aaamich.com
http://www.cfcu.org
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Not forgotten 
Canton resident touched many 

during five-year battle 
BY HEATHER NEEDHAM 
STAFF WRITER 
hneedham@oe.homecomm.net 

Greg Unger , 20, of Canton , e n d u r e d more 
before he was 16 than most people endure during 
their entire lives. 

He had two lung transplants, suffered cystic 
fibrosis, took 20 anti-rejection pills daily and 
fought a nearly constant battle to just live life as 
a normal kid, according to family and friends. 

Unger died Wednesday, Oct. 4 at University of 
Michigan Hospital in Ann Arbor. His visitation 
and funeral at McCabe Funeral drew roughly 360 
mourners. 

His mother, Barb Unger, said Greg went to a 
St. Louis hospital in late August for a routine 
check-up. The checkup showed he not only had 
signs of organ rejection but an infection as well. 

"He hadn't had any rejection for four years," 
she said. 

Doctors prescribed steroid pills to fight the 
infection. Unfortunately, those pills also sup-
pressed his already 
c o m p r o m i s e d 
immune system. 

"The infection just 
took hold of h im," 
she said. 

Greg seemed to be 
recovering from the 
in fec t ion w h e n he 
c a u g h t an aden-
ovirus, which causes 
nothing more severe 
t h a n a cold in a 
heal thy person. He 
was p u t back on a 
r e sp i r a to r because 
he was unab l e to 
breathe on his own. 

"(The v i rus ) 
proved to be fatal ," 
she sa id . "The sad 
thing is he most like-
ly caught it while at 
the hospital." 

Barb Unger said she wants people to remember 
Greg's positive traits. 

"He never made a big deal about his illness," 
she said. "He just wanted to be one of the guys. 
He was real goodhearted and kind and friendly. 
He could socialize with adults as well as with his 
own peers." 

Greg also had a soft spot for animals, even ones 
many people would just as soon shoo from their 
yards. 

"He loved animals and even fed raccoons," his 

Up close: Greg met Detroit Red Wing Kris 
Draper at a fund-raiser on his behalf in 
1996. 

mother said. 
Greg bonded pretty strongly with a stray cat 

they found shortly before he died. A veterinarian 
diagnosed the cat, named Bobo, wi th fel ine 
AIDS, a potentially fatal disease which is conta-
gious to other cats. 

She said Greg might have identified with the 
cat's health problems. 

"It was a common bond they both had," she 
said. "I didn't have the'heart to turn (Bobo) out." 

Greg's brother Kris, 31, said two of Greg's 
cousins are se t t ing up a Web site, www.gre-
gunger.com to memorialize him. The site will 
include stories about him and allow visitors to 
share their own stories, he said. 

Greg's sister Jamie , 27, said she still can't 
believe he's gone. 

"It feels like he's still up at the hospital," she 
said. 

Greg was born Aug. 9, 1980 in Livonia. He 
received his first lung transplant in 1995 then 
another in 1996, which included two transplant-

ed lobes from his 
older sister, Jamie 
and h i s f a t h e r , 
Bill. He graduated 
from John Glenn 
High School in 
1999. 

A f t e r h igh 
school, Greg 
a t t ended School-
c r a f t College, 
w h e r e he took 
c o m p u t e r - a i d e d 
des ign courses , 
worked as a host 
a t Damon ' s The 
Place for Ribs in 
C a n t o n and 
i ndu lged h i s 
f a v o r i t e hobbies , 
hockey and video 
games. 

Damon's manag-
er M a h u a Mand i 

said Greg was very outgoing and personable. 
"He was always striving to be the best at what 

he did," Mandi said. "He was a great big part of 
Damon's. His presence will be greatly missed." 

Greg was t h e focus of ma jo r f u n d - r a i s i n g 
efforts for his operations and treatment. His fam-
ily and friends managed to raise nearly $200,000 
and spent about half. The remaining funds will 
be redistributed to other people needing trans-
plants through the Children's Organ Transplant 
Association. The Bloomington, Incl.-based charity 

¥mmmm 
• 

Sports fan: Greg Unger poses with some of the sports memorabilia collected on 
his behalf. 

tha t helps people raise funds for transplant oper-
ations. 

Capt. Jim Davison of the Canton Fire Depart-
ment got to know Greg well while organizing 
fund- ra i se rs for his double lung t r ansp lan t s . 
Firefighters raised $22,000 through two Detroit 
Red Wing alumni benefit hockey games. 

"Saturday was a sad day," Davison said, recall-
ing the funeral. "We were pretty good buddies." 

One of his fondest memories of Greg was of his 
being photographed with the "Budweiser Girls." 

In 1996, when Greg was 15, Damon's hosted a 
video hockey tournament which pitted Detroit 
Red Wings Dar ren McCarty, Kris Draper and 
Chris Osgood agains t hockey and video game 
fans, including Unger, who won the tournament. 

When the contest 's sponsors asked Greg if 
there was any th ing he'd like to say, he said 

exactly what was on his mind, according to Davi-j 
son. * 

"Yeah, could I get a hug from the Budweiser* 
Girls?" Unger asked. His request was granted* 
The p h o t o g r a p h c a p t u r i n g the m o m e n t w a ^ 
among several pasted to a board at his funeral* 
Saturday at McCabe Funeral Home. 

The photo, featur ing a very youthful l o o k i n g 
Unger with an older woman created an interest-^ 
ing contrast, Davison said. \ 

"Greg was special. He was like one of us. He, 
made you feel good t h a t you were able to des 
something good and help out." * 

9 

Memorials in Greg's name may be made to th$t 

Canton Firefighters Charity Foundation, 1100 
Canton Center Road, Canton, MI 48188. Dona\ 
tions are tax deductible. 

•>1 

Police seek 2 suspects in carjacking early Sunday 
BY DARRELL CLEM 
STAFF WRITER 
dclem@oe.homecomm.net 

An Eastpointe man driving to 
h i s W e s t l a n d job n a r r o w l y 
escaped a gunpoint carjacking 
a t t e m p t S a t u r d a y m o r n i n g 
a f t e r h i s c a r w a s h i t f r o m 
behind on Hix Road at Execu-
tive Drive, police said. 

Two suspec t s fled t h e 6:56 

a . m . i n c i d e n t in w h a t was 
described as a white Jeep sport 
u t i l i t y veh i c l e , pos s ib ly a 
Cherokee Sport. 

The 38-year-old victim, who 
w o r k s in an i n d u s t r i a l p a r k 
near Hix and Ford, had slowed 
to t u r n onto Execut ive Drive 
w h e n h i s 1997 Lincoln Town 
Car was bumped from behind, 
police Sgt. Marc Stobbe said. 

Suddenly, as the driver start-
ed to get out to check for dam-
age, a suspect smashed out his 
window with a brick and waved 
a gun , poss ibly a .38-cal iber 
handgun, inside the Lincoln, a 
police report said. 

"The (victim) pu t his hands 
up on the left side of his face to 
p r o t e c t h i m s e l f , " t h e r e p o r t 
said. 

The victim told police tha t the 
gun-toting at tacker then yelled 
for a second suspect , who r a n 
up and reached inside the Lin-
coln to t ry to t a k e the driver's 
keys, police said. 

As a struggle ensued, the vic-
t i m m a n a g e d to sh i f t h i s car 
into drive and pull off, turning 
onto Executive Drive and leav-
ing t h e w o u l d - b e c a r j a c k e r s 

standing on Hix, police said. 
"He j u s t t ook off ," S t o b b e 

said. 
The two a t tackers t h e n f led 

southbound on Hix in the sport 
utility vehicle. 

The v ic t im s u s t a i n e d on ly 
minor scrapes and cuts to h i s 
left arm and face. He told police 
tha t he believes the suspicious 
vehicle trailed him southbound 

on Hix from 1-96. 
One suspect was described as 

a b lack ma le w i th a m e d i u m 
complexion, about 5-foot-6 to 5-
foot-8. He wore dark clothing. 

A s e c o n d s u s p e c t w a s 
described only as a black male 
wearing dark clothing. 

Anyone who can provide tips 
for police is urged to call (734) 
722-9600. 

Did you know? 
• F r iday , Oct. 13 is Blame 

Someone Else Day? 
• The covering on the end of a 

shoelace is called an aglet? 
• A kangaroo can jump more 

than 30 feet? 
• Panama h a j s are made in 

Ecuador? 
• An average bolt of lightning 

can ra ise the air t empera tu re 
along its way to 50,000 degrees? 

• A 1939 novel called Gadsby 
by Ernes t Vincent Wright was 
written without using the letter 
"e"? 

• Sunday, Oct. 15 is National 
Grouch Day? 

Web Watch 
Check out these Web sites: 
• www.quicken.com 
• 

www.thomsoninvest .net /Firs t -
Call 

• www.hoovers.com 
• www.mirvachotels.com.au 
• www.michigan.org 

New DVDs 
Here a re some of t he l a t e s t 

available from the library: 
• The 39 Steps 
• Brief Encounter 
• Jeremiah Johnson 
• National Velvet 
• Spellbound 

• Romeo and Juliet / 

Q&A 
Q: Why are manholes rourid? 
A: They are r o u n d s,6 t h a t 

their covers cannot be dropped 
t h r o u g h t h e m a n h o l e i t se l f . 
Squares, r e c t a n g l e ^ o v a l s and 

other shapes could be positioned 
so tha t they would slip into the 
manhole. The circular manhole 
cover rests on a lip tha t is small-
er than the cover itself, thus the 
size and shape keep the man-
hole cover from falling into the 
hole. 

Source: The Book of Answers 
by Barbara Berliner 

L i b r a r y c o n s t r u c t i o n u p d a t e 
For information visit the pro-

posed floor plan and our photo 
a lbum of the expansion a t our 
Web site: www. cantonpl. org 

N e w CD-ROMs 
H e r e a r e some new mul t i -

media selections available from 
the library: 

• 3D Home Architect Deluxe 
H The Best of Master Cook 
• Hoyle Word Games 
• Learning Publisher 2000 
• Small Business Advantage 

Staf f f a v o r i t e s 
Here are some books on audio 

tape chose by library staffers: 
• Memoirs of a Geisha by 

Arthur Golden 
• Gap Creek by Robert Mor-

gan 
• The Bean Trees by Barbara 

Kingsolver 
• A Walk in the Woods by Bill 

Bryson 

Hot t o p i c of t h e w e e k 
Teen Read Week Oct. 15-21! 

The teen years are a time when 
m a n y k ids r e j e c t r e a d i n g as 
being jyg't another dreary assign-
ment . The goal for Teen Read 
We,ek is to encou rage young 
adults to read for sheer pleasure 
a s w e l l as l e a r n i n g . Also to 
r e m i n d paren t s , t eachers and 
o the r s t h a t r ead ing for fun is 
impor t an t for teens as well as 
young children and to increase 
awareness of the resources avail-
able a t libraries. For more infor-
m a t i o n contact t he American 
L i b r a r y Assoc ia t ion at: 
www.als.org/yalsa 

BUY ONE GEf ONE HALF OFF! 

BOOHSALE 
Buy one pair of your favorite boots, receive the 2nd pair of boots of equal or lesser value for half price. 

Choose from our entire stock of boots for the whole family 

fflourtQjn 

Women s 
Friday 

Women s 
Dream 

CONNIE r Cheyenne Men's Raider Women's Structure 

Famous Footwear. 
Brand name shoes for less. 

m m FOR THE STORE NEAREST YOU, CALL 1-800-4<)-FAMOUS(1 -800-403-2668) E B B g l 
Prices are marked as they appear in store, unless otherwise indicated. Selection & regular prices may vary by store. Offers do not apply to TX Traction & gift certificates. 

v 

mailto:hneedham@oe.homecomm.net
mailto:dclem@oe.homecomm.net
http://www.quicken.com
http://www.thomsoninvest.net/First-
http://www.hoovers.com
http://www.mirvachotels.com.au
http://www.michigan.org
http://www.als.org/yalsa
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(7341 453-3710 

Grand Opening 

THE FUN SPOT IN CANTON 

Formerly Bob's of Canton • 8501 Lilley* Canton • (734)414-0254 

OPEN MON., OCT. 9™! 
We carry a large selection of Black Angus Beef the best beef money can buy! 

• PORK/ VEAL/ LAMB 
• FRESH SEAFOOD DAILY 
•FRESH PRODUCE 
BAKERY 

• FULL LINE GROCERY 
• FROZEN FOODS 

BELL & EVANS ALL NATURAL 
POULTRY 

•FULL LINE DELI FEATURING 
DIETZ & WATSON 

•SPECIALTY FOODS 
•DAIRY 

Come See the Best Neighborhood Market in Town! 
Mon. - Fri. 8-9; Sat. 8-10; Sun. 9-7 

- ft&MSTrrnrn 

S U P P 
CLASSES • WORKSHOPS 

CERAMICS • FACE PAINTING 

8691 N. Lilley Road • Canton 
f Golden Gate Shopping Center J 

Specia l 
$699 

8491 N. Lilley 

I 

V 
c 

A N N I V E R S A R Y S A L E 

Offamory Cane Scmpbookd <L Siamp6 
S 5 9 5 N . Li l ley Rd. 

734-207-5244 

i t _ 3 0 % ~ O F F 1 
C ANY ONE IN-STOCK ITEM j 

WITH THIS COUPON | 
{Not Valid With Any Other Offer) Good Only • 

S A T U R D A Y . O C T O B E R 1 4 . 2 0 0 0 i 

S U N D A Y . O C T O B E R 1 5 . 2 0 0 0 | 

ONE COUPON PER CUSTOMER i 

V 

D I S C O U N T BEVERAGE 
We carry a large selection of fine wines and imported beers 

7 3 4 - 4 5 1 - 1 2 2 2 

Kendall Jackson I 
750 Ml. Chardonnay j 

|99 
+ Tax - . 
Limit 3 

J Cash 'n Carry*Expires 10-20-2000 j 

! Meridian ! 
>750 Ml. Wine Chardonnay or Cab.' 

$•7*9 
1 M +Tax 1 • Limit 3 
| Cash 'n Carry • Expires 10-20-2000 j 

Woodbridge 
1.5 Liter Wine 

Cab. Sauv., Meriot & Chardonnay $io99 
Limit 4 

Cash 'n Carry • Expires 10-20-2000 

Martini & Rossi 
Asti 750 Ml. 

s 8 " + Tax 
Limit 5 

Cash 'n Carry • Expires 10-20-2000 

c&iuol Qneeh (pod! 
8663 Lilley Road • Canton 

Inside the Golden Gate Shopping Center 

Open Daily 4 p.m. - 2 a.m. 

734-207-5555 « 

GOLDEN GATE GLEANERS 
N . Li l ley Road • C a n t o n 

10TH ANNIVERSARY SPECIALS 

family Ou>neck 'flora daughter jkleddandra 
DRY CLEANING & ALTERATIONS 

Mon-Fri 7:30 am-7 p m ; S a t 8 a m - 5 pm 

FREE i0%o* 
WATERPROOFING DRYCLEANING 

Opening &oon 
S u s y ' s Na i l S a l o n 
15 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN NEW YORK 

'(kgng in. >ecia 
Acryl ic Nails 
Fiber Nails 
Silk W r a p p i n g 

• European Spa Pedicures 
Wax ing (Leg, Bikini, 
or Eyebrows) 

855 N. Lilley • Canton 
(734) 414-9947 

L1004033 

OPEN 7 
DAYS 

Chimney 
Cleaninci 

Get Ready for Winter! 
We carry gas burning stoves, 
i uood burning stoves, glass 
fireplace doors accessories. 

G A S L O G S starting at 
includes safety pilot 

C l e a r a n c e S a l e o n A L L 
A s s e m b l e d B a r b e q u e G r i l l s 

8 5 4 5 L i l l e y R o a d • C a n t o n 
m (734) 455-2820 

Hours: Mon. & Thurs. 10-8; T,W,F 10-6; Sat. 10-5; Sun. 12-4 

- > » * * ° w a y s " o « , 
^ 8685 N. Lilley * » € 

Just $. of Joy Road • Canton 
734-207-8583 

PSYCHIC FAIR NIGHT 
FRIDAY NOVEMBER 17 • 7PM-12AM 

• Metaphysical Books & Supplies • Stones • Candles 
• Incense • Jewelry • Native American Items... and morel 

READINGS AVAILABLE DAILY 
No Appointment Needed 
PSYCHIC DEVELOPMENT CLASSES 

• REIKI CLASSES 
• EMF BALANCING 

WOMEN'S SPIRITUAL GROUP 
• BOOK DISCUSSIONS 

Come Share Your Journey With Us! 

FREE Bottle of Champagne' 
from 

ACCLAIM LIMOUSINES 
AFEW Streteb Limousines • Airport Service • Alt Occasions 

Serving Metro Detroit for over 13 Years 

. . .ON TIME! 
24 Hours a Day • 365 Days a Year 

UNIQUE SILVER STREAK PASSENGER PARTY COACH 

NORTH S O U T H 
248-851 - 4 9 2 0 734-451-9717 
*with minimum 3 hour Wedding Package 

SmkI 

Catering 
Dine In 

Carry Out 
734*455*7920 

2-3 Hour Black & White Processing 
• Overnight Processing 

"16% O F F i 
ORIGINAL ROLL PROCESSING 

_ Limited 2 Rolls'Expires 1_1-25-M_ _ J 
e-mail: fotofast@PhotoLab.com 

8 5 3 3 N. Lilley 
Canton 

(734) 414-0890 

B R E A K F A S T B U F F E T 
Saturday & Sunday 8am-2pm 

All You Can Eat 
4 9 

, W 

s 6 

F I S H & C H I P S 
Choice of S o u p or Sarlac 

Fries or Baked P o t a t o 
$ * J 9 5 

r 
Entire Bill 

$1000 and up 

| i 
1 ; 

Off 

L1003673 

mailto:fotofast@PhotoLab.com
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Health Exploration Station marks first year • v * 

BY EILEEN MCCARVILLE 
S T A F F W R I T E R 

Kids v i s i t i n g The H e a l t h 
Exploration Station really get an 
eyeful. They get an earful, too, 
and more. 

Part of the fun of the one-year-
old facility, run by Saint Joseph 
Mercy H e a l t h Sys tem in Ann 
Arbor, is walk ing through the 
body parts . Children push but-
tons and pul l levers to access 
accompanying interact ive pro-
grams. 

"It's designed like the inside of 
a gigantic human," said Cheryl 
Mclnerney, cooridnator of the 
center. Children walk through a 
giant rib cage, where they hear 
t h e i r own h e a r t h bea t , a n d 
meander down a pa th through 
the digestive systems, crossing 
through the stomach and large 
and small intestines, where they 
finally exit the body through a 
giant slide. 

The c e n t e r , loca ted in t h e 
S a i n t J o s e p h Mercy C a n t o n 
Health Center, 1600 S. Canton 
Center Road, celebrated its first 
anniversary Sept. 28 with tours 
and r e f r e s h m e n t s . The 3,500-
square-foot center was created 
as a way to "raise awareness" 
about how to t ake care of our 
bodies, Mclnerney said. 
* I t i n c l u d e s an i n t e r a c t i v e 

exhibit gal lery and two class-
rooms, which accommodate up to 
60 s tudents and have teaching 
modu les i n t e g r a t e d in to t h e 
walls. According to information 
from Saint Joseph, it's the first 
of its kind in Michigan. 

EAA moves 
forward on 
new facility 

NEEDHAM 

omecdbim.net 

Members of the Experimental 
Aircraft Association's Plymouth-
Canton chapter might .thrive on 
taking some chances when they 
take to the skies, 

But when it comes to building a 
new facility at Mettetal Airport, 
they say they don't want to take 
chances. The 100-member associa-
tion wants to build a facility on a 
quar te r -ac re s i te t h a t would 
include a hangar, mini museum, 
workshops for building and restor-
ing planes and areas for hosting 
educational events. 

"We've reached a point where 
there's jus t no sense in putt ing 
more money into (the old build-
ing)," said A1 Bosonetto, EAA 
Chapte r 113 p res iden t while 
addressing the Mettetal Airport 
advisory board last week. 

The proposed building will be 
5,000 square feet, considerably 
exceeding the current building's 
600-square-foot space. 

Don Moore, a member of the 
EAA's board of directors, said Vis-
teon, a potential donor, is excited 
about the educational potential of 
the new building. 

"We want to get the communi-
ty's youth into here," Moore said. 
Money from Visteon would have to 
be earmarked for educational pur-
poses, he added. 

The Mettetal Airport advisory 
board last week approved allowing 
the EAA to continue discussing its 
building plans with the state of 
Michigan, which owns the airport, 
which is at Lilley and Joy. • 

The EAA has contemplated a 
new facility for eight years. The 
association has preliminary plans, 
$10,000 in the bank and another 
$10,000 in pledges. 

The . estimated cost of building 
will be $75,000 and would cover 
just materials. EAA members plan 
to do most of the construct ion 
work on the steel pole-barn style 
building themselves and contract 
out the rest. 

Mettetal Airport advisory board 
chairman Mark Merlanti said the 
EAA per fo rming i ts own labor 
shouldn't be a problem. 

"You'll need to make sure you 
have proper insurance for your 
laborers in case they get hurt dur-
ing construction," Merlanti said. 

Members are seeking donations 
from corporations, including Vis-
teon, which has expressed interest 
in the new building's educational 
potential. Some Backyard Eagles 
have pledged money, and others 
have offered loans. All donations 
to the non-profit organization are 
tax-deductible. 

A buy-a-brick program for the 
new bu i ld ing pledges $1,000 
toward the construction from each 
donor. 

The group hasn't yet approached 
the state for permits or approvals. 

EAA Chapter 113 is a member 
of the international Experimental 
Aircraft Association, an aviation 
organiza t ion wi th more t h a n 
165,000 members. 

Ch i ld ren also get hands -on 
experience in other areas like fit-
ness — where they can t ry a 
high jump and see how long they 
can keep their balance — and 
nu t r i t ion . For example, in an 
exhibit designed to curb nicotine 
use, a mannequin "lights up and 
i t shows smoking d a m a g e to 
pa r t s of t he body." Or, in t he 
in fec t ion and sneeze a r ea , i t 
shows "how far" the spray trav-
els from your nose. 

Saint Joseph studied similar 
concepts across t he count ry , 
including the "body" exhibit in 
Future World, a portion of Epcot 

ST. JOSEPH MERCY CANTON 

at Walt Disney World in Florida. 
"We did focus groups to find 

out if people wanted it," Mclner-
ney sa id . "The r e s p o n s e was 
overwhelming." Over $1.7 mil-
lion was raised through corpo-
rate and community donations. 
Though the goal was only $1.5 
million, the extra funds made it 
possible for the s t a t i o n to be 
open one day a month for the 
public, Mclnerney said. 

The facility is geared for pre-
schoolers u p to h igh school. 

S a i n t Jo seph e s t i m a t e s more 
t h a n 400 groups have visited, 
representing 34 different school 
districts, private schools, home 
schools, preschools and scout 
troops. Over all, 14,000 students 
- from Ann Arbor to Detroit to 
Fl in t - have marched through 
the doors since the center's open-
ing. 

It's become a favorite destina-
tion for field tr ips. Mclnerney 
said they enjoy reading the com-
ments they get from some of the 

students. 
"Our favorite came from this 

l i t t l e boy: ' T h a n k s . I l e a r n e d 
about the inside of me.'" It's also 
rewarding when they hear com-
m e n t s l ike "I l e a r n e d no t to 
smoke ' cause my l u n g s t u r n 
black." 

The facility may be fun for the 
y o u n g e r se t , b u t i t ' s m a t u r e 
enough to hold older s tudents ' 
interest. Even they provide feed-
back, Mclnerney said. "Often-
times we see them come in on a 
field trip and they say, 'This is 
going to be dumb. ' When they 
leave, they say, Tou know, tha t 

was pretty cool.'" 
The station has been so suc-

cessful, it plans to include pro-
g rams for adul t s . Ideas range 
f r o m "menopause p r o g r a m s ; 
Boys to Men - r a i s i n g sons 
today; and heart-to-heart conver-
s a t i o n s w i th Mom and Dad," 
Mclnerney said. 

The Health Exploration Sta-
tion is open to the public 10 a.m. 
to 8 p.m. the fourth Thursday of 
every month. For more informa-
tion or to schedule a trip for your 
group, call (734) 398-7518. 

our bidbest saldof the season 

storewide 

rjsian bargain days 

o f f specials 
• 

4 0 % o f f Bras from Vanity Fair, 
Oiga, Maidenform, Warners and Bali. 
Reg. 24.00-29.00, sale 14.40-17.40. 

IN INTIMATE APPAREL 

4 0 % o f f Men's leather 
jackets. Sizes M-L-XL-XXL, 

Reg. 395.00-495.00, sale 237.00-
297.00. Shown: lambskin bomber 
in black. Reg. 395.00, sale 237.00 

IN MEN'S. 

• 

40% 
off 

sale 99.00-156.00 

4 0 /o O f f Buster 
Brown® sets and 

coveralls for infants and 
newborns in new fali 

styles and colors. 
Reg. 26.00-28.00, 
sale 15.60-16.80. 

IN CHILDRENS. 

4 0 % O f f Men's 
dress and casual shoes. 

Reg. 70.00-150.00, 
sale 42.00-90.00. 

IN MEN'S SHOES. SIZE AND SELECTION 
VARY BY STORE. 

40% off Select ladies' 
shoes. Reg. 49.00-145.00, 

sale 29.40-87.00. IN WOMEN'S SHOES. 
SIZE A N D SELECTION VARY BY STORE. 

Bill Blass® camel hair three-button 
:.\.vr :?ar f r i tan or black. Reg. 375.00, sale 219.99. IN MENS. 

SELECTION VARIES BY STORE. AT ALL STORES EXCEPT FLORIDA M A L I . 

valid thursday, October 12 ant! frWay, October 13 
*or extra 10% off maternity, shoes, men's and 

women's leather apparel, men's suits and sport coats, 
cookware, and small electrics. 

EXCLUDES 000RBUSTERS, SPECIAL ORDERS, AND GREAT BUYS AND WATCHES IN 
FINE JEWELRY. MUST PRESENT COUPON FOR SAVINGS. CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH 

ANY OTHER COUPON. NOT VALID ON PREVIOUSLY PUBCHASED ITEMS. 
NORMAL EXCLUSIONS APPLY. 

40% off 
Entire stock of 
regular priced 

frames. 
Reg. 10.00-30.00, 
sale 6.00-18.00. 

IN GIFTS. 

valid thursday, and friday, October 13 I 

20 0 , 

' 0 

*or extra 10% off maternity, shoes, men's and | 
women's leather apparel, men's suits and sport coats, _ 

cookware, and small electrics. I 
EXCLUDES D00RBUSTERS, SPECIAL ORDERS, AND GREAT BUYS AND WATCHES IN | 

FINE JEWELRY. MUST PRESENT COUPON FOR SAVINGS. CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH • 
ANY OTHER COUPON. NOT VALID ON PREVIOUSLY PURCHASED ITEMS. . 

NORMAL EXCLUSIONS APPLY. | 

take charge for a cure Every l i m e you use you r Pa r i s i an cred i t card to make a pu rchase , Pa r i s i an w i l l make a dona t i on to lie I p fund b reas t cancer resea rch . 

deferred billing No p a y m e n t s a n d no i n t e r e s t u n t i l j a n u a r y 2 0 0 1 by r e q u e s t on P a r i s i a n c r e d i t c a r d p u r c h a s e s t o t a l i n g 5 0 . 0 0 nr m o r e d u r i n g P a r i s i a n B a r g a i n D a y s . 
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S o n y , m ean'f make prico adjusfmenfcs to previous^ i 
CALL 1 - 8 0 0 - 4 2 4 - 8 1 8 8 TO O R 0 6 R ANYTIME. STORE HOURS: Uurei Park Place open Sun. 13-6, M o r v S s t 10-! 

FOR INFORMATION eali 953-7500. CHARGE IT. Parisian O k * t Card MasterCatf, Visa, the American Expreae® Carct or ( 
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Demise of mass transit adds to clogged streets 
BY HUGH GALLAGHER 
STAFF WRITER 
bgailagher@oe.bomecomm.net 

The l a s t s t r ee t ca r stopped 
running in Detroit in 1956. 
A suburban rail system that 

at one time had been the largest 
in t he country stopped opera-
tions in the metro area in 1932. 

The streetcar and the rail sys-
tems developed along Detroit's 
"spokes," feeding into the heart 
of the downtown - east out Gra-
tiot, north up Woodward, north-
west up Grand River, west out 
Mich igan Avenue a n d south 
down Fort . The city had been 
designed to grow along these cor-
r idors and a sys tem of t rans-
portation had developed connect-
ing as far north as Pontiac, west 
to Ann Arbor and south to Mon-
roe. 

Over the years, the automobile 
and a series of new roads and 
freeways have taken the place of 
fixed rail lines. Mass transit is 
primarily provided by two public 
b u s s y s t e m s , t h e S u b u r b a n 
Mobility Authority for Regional 
Transportat ion or SMART and 
t h e D e t r o i t D e p a r t m e n t of 
Transportation or DDOT. 

"From our s tandpoin t , mass 
t rans i t would be a deterrent to 
sprawl ," said Conan Smith, a 
policy specialist with Michigan 
Env i ronmen ta l Council . "One 
thing we see is when highways 
are buil t and they pu t an exit 
out in the middle of nowhere, 
things build up around it. Mass 
transit helps to slow growth, as 
we've seen in Por t land, which 
has restrictions on growth, and 
especially in Washington, D.C., 
where the subway keeps people 
living close to the lines. Buses 
are not quite the same, they're 
more f lex ib le a n d t h e y go to 
where the people are. It's not the 
same effect." 

Hot topic 
Mass transit is suddenly a hot 

topic again in the Detroit area, 
but w h a t kind of mass t ransi t 
and who the mass transit system 
shou ld se rve is a m a t t e r of 
debate. 

The Southeast Michigan Coun-
cil Of Governments, a regional 
p l a n n i n g p a r t n e r s h i p of local 
governments, in June released 
the 2025 Regional Transporta-
tion Plan , covering all t rans-
portation needs from air service 
to b ike p a t h s . The SEMCOG 
plan's major emphasis is on road 
and b r idge m a i n t e n a n c e and 
road construction. 

Public t ranspor ta t ion is also 
part of the plan but accounts for 
just 10 percent of proposed capi-

tal projects. In addition the plan 
outlines $24 billion in projected 
revenue and spending but pro-
jects nearly $41 million in need 
for all forms of regional t rans-
portation. 

"As we went through the pro-
cess wi th t h e 2025 Regional 
Transportation Plan, the No. 1 
topic of debate was the issue of 
public transit or the lack of it in 
the Detroit metro region," said 
Greg Pitoniak, mayor of Taylor 
and chairman of the Transporta-
tion Advisory Council for SEM-
COG. 

Paul Tait, executive director of 
SEMCOG and president of the 
Metropolitan Affairs Coalition, 
said developing a mass t ransi t 
system for southeast Michigan is 
"an imperative." He said there is 
a lack of support for mass tran-
sit, because there is an inade-
quate mass transit system. 

"What we have here is a chick-
en-egg problem. SMART and 

SMART. 
There is also an awareness of 

each other's schedules to avoid 
too much overlap in those areas 
where SMART enters Detroit. 

Dan Dirks , SMART genera l 
m a n a g e r , s a i d t h e r e is more 
coopera t ion b e t w e e n SMART 
and DDOT than is found in other 
metro areas with more than one 
system including Cleveland and 
Chicago. 

Merging the sys tems woulcl 
cost an extra $20 million in oper-
a t i n g expenses due to h igher 
labor costs, said a recent report 
by KPMG P e a t Marwick. The 
s t u d y was p a i d for by t h e 
Regional Trans i t Coordinating 
Council, which governs SMART 
and DDOT. 

For SMART the emphasis is 
on transportation-dependent rid-
ers, especially workers who need 
regular transportation to a job. 
"Choice riders," those who prefer 
t a k i n g m a s s t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
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DDOT provide a lot of service for 
the limited resources they have," 
he said. "I'm impressed by the 
service they have. The chicken-
egg problem is we don't have 
reliable, clean, safe service that 
will demonstra te wha t t r ans i t 
can be. We have to get ahead of 
the game." 

Transit dependent 
SMART operates 250 full-size 

buses, 100 small buses and 80 
shu t t l e buses t h a t opera te in 
local communities. The service 
h a s 50 rou tes r u n n i n g as f a r 
nor th as Auburn Hills, to t he 
county line in Macomb County, 
west to Haggerty Road in Livo-
nia and south to Trenton. There 
is limited coordination of service 
with DDOT, but this is not seen 
as a problem by SMART offi-
cials. 

"Twenty percent of our riders 
transfer from DDOT, from a pas-
senger s tandpoint they are in 
one system. Our policy allows 
you to t r a n s f e r be tween ser -
vices," said Ron Ristau, director 
of service deve lopmen t for 

.if 

i n s t e a d of dr iv ing , a re a sec-
ondary consideration. 

"Wha t we 've t r i e d to do a t 
SMART is service the t r ans i t -
dependent," said Dirks. "For the 
t r ans i t -dependen t we're doing 
well. We could use more money, 
absolutely. But we dedicated 25-
30 buses to service the t rans i t 
dependent to get them to jobs." 

Ristau said since passage of a 
transit tax in 1995, SMART has 
developed a "good skeleton" sys-
tem. 

No core 
One of the problems for mass 

transit here is that employment, 
shopping, medical services, edu-
cational centers and entertain-
m e n t v e n u e s a r e s c a t t e r e d 
t h r o u g h o u t t h e m e t r o p o l i t a n 
area. 

"There is no strong urban core 
tha t brings a need for transit ," 
sa id Dirks . "Woodward is not 
what it used to be. Should you 
build a system for Detroit before 
t he demand is there? In other 
cities, t r ans i t follows demand. 
The rea l need is in s u b u r b a n 

New homes crowd out the critters 
BY HEATHER NEEDHAM 
STAFF WRITER 
hneedham@oe.homecomm.net 

People moving i n t o a new 
ne ighborhood can somet imes 
expect to receive a goody-filled 
welcome b a s k e t f rom the i r 
neighbors shortly af ter relocat-
ing. 

But another type of neighbor 
might be more likely to ransack 
t h a t goody-f i l led b a s k e t , t he 
t r a s h can or dig holes in t he 
yard. 

Fields, woodlands and farm-
land are transformed seemingly 
overnight into plat ted subdivi-
sions, which sends wild animals 
into people's yards. 

Canton resident Cheryl Supp-
nick, who lives in t he Pilgrim 
Hi l l s subd iv i s ion off War ren 
west of Ridge, said some of her 
non-human neighbors include 
coyotes , raccoons, opossums, 
foxes and woodchucks. Once, a 
raccoon entered a pet door and 
perched on the t he i r washing 
machine. 

"We're really crowding them 
out of their n a t u r a l habitats ," 
she said. "They're here and they 
were here first." 

The Northwest Canton Home-
owners Association recently sent 
out a coyote aler t to residents 
after some sightings were report-
ed. The dog re la t ives hun t in 
packs and have been known to 
kill and eat cats and dogs. 

Balancing act 
Developers like John Retzlaff 

of Canton's Retzlaff & Associates 
have tried to maintain a balance 
between development and pre-
serving wildlife habitat. The Pre-
serve a t Fellows Creek, a 108-
u n i t a t t a c h e d condominium 
development on the south side of 
Palmer east of Lotz, has a wood-
ed a rea set aside as a wildlife 
sanctuary. A walking path slices 
through the land, which is a des-
igna ted wet land and undevel-
opable. 

Retzlaff installed 24 birdhous-
es, two bat houses, and two wood 
duck houses as well as a number 
of feeder stat ions. The area is 

home to opos-
sums , wood-
c h u c k s , 
n u m e r o u s 
birds and coy- | i 
otes. 

P r e v e n t a -
tive measures t ry 
by homeown- x 

ers are key to J 
an ima l relo- Pft 2 
ca t ion suc-
cess. 

"The bes t 
t h i n g t h a t 
people can do 
is correct the 
situation that 
o r i g i n a l l y 
at t racted the 
animal to the 
a r e a in t h e 
f i r s t p lace," 
said Lt. David 
Puro l , who 
works out of 
t h e DNR's 
L a n s i n g 
enforcement office. 

Vickey Steier, a full-time Livo-
nia animal control officer, said 
education is a powerful tool. 

"We spend a lot of time educat-
ing people about wildlife in Livo-
nia," Steier said, adding tha t a 
video abou t coexis t ing w i th 
wildlife occasionally plays on 
Channel 8. 

Steier said foxes posed a chal-
lenge for her recently in a corpo-
rate park area near Seven Mile, 
Newburgh and Victor Parkway. 
One fox was killed by a car, a 
second was ki l led a f t e r being 
struck by a car and Steier set a 
live trap for a third, which had 
been begging for food from area 
employees. Area residents also 
reported fox sightings. 

The fox will most likely be sent 
to an animal rehabilitation agen-
cy in Howell. 

Sue Neal, wildlife specialist 
with the Michigan Humane Soci-
ety, which has shelters in West-
l a n d , De t ro i t a n d Roches te r 
Hills, said wild animals pose lit-
tle health risk to household pets 
and humans. 

"A (domesticated) animal has a 
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areas. 
Another problem facing mass 

transit is the Michigan Constitu-
tion, which limits spending for 
mass transit to 10 percent of the 
fuel tax. Any other money for 
mass t rans i t would have to be 
raised through a voter-approved 
tax. Currently just 8 percent of 
fuel t a x money goes to m a s s 
transit 

SMART, the Michigan Envi-
ronmental Council and others 
are advocating that, at least, the 
full 10 percent should be given to 
mass transit. SMART has creat-
ed a bookle t ou t l i n ing how 
spend ing t h e fu l l 10 p e r c e n t 
would improve SMART service 
by allowing the system to create 
more connecting lines and more 
frequent service. 

Alternatives t o the bus system 
are also under discussion. Karen 
K e n d r i c k - H a n d s of Grosse 
Pointe is founder of Transporta-
tion Riders United, a coalition of 
groups interested in improving 
mass transit. She got interested 
after her teenage son, Stephen, 
wrote a repor t on us ing mass 
transit to revitalize Detroit. 

"We see a bus rapid t r a n s i t 
system t h a t you can lay down 
quickly as the answer," she said. 
"For long hauls into downtown, 
restoration of commuter rail." 

Speedlink 
The M e t r o p o l i t a n A f f a i r s 

Coalition, a private/public part-
nership to develop public policy 
so lu t ions , h a s p roposed a 
"Speedlink" system. The system 
was developed in C u r i t i b a , , 
Brazil, an industrial city of two 
million people. 

The s y s t e m uses spec ia l ly 
designed buses on major road 
ar ter ies t h a t can pull several 
cars like a train, run on dedicat-
ed l anes , s top at spec ia l ly 
designed stations where passen-
gers get off at station level and 
buy t ickets a t the s tat ion and 
are able to control traffic lights 
so it never has to stop at a red 
light. These "trains with tires" 
a re fed by conven t iona l b u s 
routes. 

"The idea of Speedlink is to get 
choice riders into a service tha t 
they find attractive," said Tait. 

Another mass transit idea that 
has been discussed for many years 
is the return of some light rail. 

"We're s t u d y i n g ra i l f r om 
downtown to the airport," Tai t 
said. "Express bus is, at least at 
this stage, more cost effective, 
more flexible." 

$ 
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Old and new: Brownstone-type condominiums are being1, 
built in close-in suburb Westland. 

Downtown redevelopment 
may stem urban sprawl 
B Y J O N I H U B R E D 
STAFF WRITER 
jhubred@oe.homecomm.net 

I t 's a phenomenon Donovan 
Rypkema has seen happen all 
over the country. 

A nat ional ly recognized con-
sultant on historic renovations, 
he f i rmly bel ieves downtown 
redevelopment has the effect of 
preventing urban sprawl. While 
the theory hasn ' t been proven 
with stat is t ics, Rypkema said, 
it's jus t a mat te r of seeing the 
relationships between land use, 
tax dollars and infrastructure. 

"When downtowns are allowed 
to deteriorate or de-densify, tax 
dollars are being piddled away 
every day," he explained. 

The issue is twofold. Down-
town business districts are built 
to accommodate a certain densi-
ty, and w h e n t h e y no longer 
have t h a t , t h e i n f r a s t r u c t u r e 
built to support them isn't being 
fully utilized. Roads, sewer and 
water lines are all built for time, 
not use, Rypkema said. 

Also, when bus ines se s once 
located downtown move to outly-
ing areas, taxpayers in tha t city 
have to spend more money to 
build new roads, drains, sewers, 
t raf f ic control, dr iveways and 
other pieces of in f ra s t ruc tu re . 
Redeveloping downtown areas 
cuts down on the amount of land 
eaten up on the urban fringe. 

Not surprisingly, said Tracey 
White of the Walled Lake Down-
town Development Author i ty , 
downtown bus ines s d i s t r i c t s ' 
biggest allies are farmers. 

"I was at a seminar hosted by 
t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l Counc i l of 
Shopp ing C e n t e r s , a n d t h e 
mayor of Lans ing said people 
from the f a rm PACs (political 
ac t ion c o m m i t t e e s ) t o ld h im 
keeping i n f r a s t r u c t u r e in the 
ci t ies h e l p s t h e m , " she sa id . 
"There 's j u s t no w a y you can 
continue to build roads to sup-
port growth further out." 

Walled Lake, Rochester and 
Royal Oak have been selected as 
the first participants in Oakland 

4 ; 
County's "Main Street" program, !:r 
des igned to give communi t ies 
the technical and planning assis-i^ 
t a n c e t h e y need to r ev i t a l i ze Jfj; 
t h e i r downtown d i s t r i c t s . 
Rochester's DDA Director Janet*, j . 
Manning said she was told com-^s F 
munities were selected based on '^ 
t h e i r r ead ines s to emba rk o n ^ ^ 
projects. 

• 'When 
downtowns 
are allowed 
to deterio-
rate or de-
density, tax 
dollars are 
being pid-
dled away 
every day.' 

—Donovan 
Rypkema r 

Renovation"• 
consultant I 

Sprawl 

"We already 
h a v e des ign 
procedures in 
p lace , " she 
said. "We have 
a s t rong orga-
nization, with 
a three-person 
DDA office." 

R o c h e s t e r 
h a s also been 
involved wi th 
t h e n a t i o n a l 
M a i n S t r e e t 
program since 
t h e 1980s . A 
r e a s s e s s m e n t 
now, she said, 
will give lead-
e r s an oppor- , * 
t u n i t y to see how p r o g r a m s ' 
designed to revitalize the down- ^ 
town area have worked. »• * 

"For us, it's re-energizing," she, ' 
said. ' 

Get t ing people enthused and: ,% 
involved is key to any downtown; ? 
redevelopment effort, Rypkema ' 
said. Residential neighborhoods 
and downtown business districts 
feed off each other. Having con- ; 
suited in communities across the <-
nat ion , he has a theory a b o u t 
what starts the domino effect of; 
declining downtowns. : 

"My supposi t ion is t h a t the* 
commerc ia l ac t iv i t i e s depart? 
because businesses are more free: 
to move t h a n people are ," he-
said. "Nothing has a larger effect 
on resident ial and commercial* 
property values than vacancies; *. 

"Downtowns a r e g e t t i n g ; 
stronger where there in a con-! ; 
sc ious e f fo r t to m a k e themj; 
s t ronge r , " R y p k e m a sa id . "It? ! 
t a k e s people dec id ing to d o ; 
something about it. t 
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Natural surroundings: Neighbor Harold 
Saunders, from left, and his children 
Alex, 7, and Ashley, 5, visit with Cheryl 
Suppnick on the deck over a creek at her 
home in northwest Canton. 

much greater chance of picking 
up a disease from another pet" 
than from a wild animal, Neal 
sa id . P e t owne r s shou ld ge t 
t h e i r pe t s vacc ina ted a g a i n s t 
rabies and distemper. 

Joe Derek, na tura l i s t for the 
city of Fa rming ton Hills, said 
people moving out to n a t u r a l 
areas need to realize wild ani-
mals are part of the package. 

"The b i g g e s t t h i n g I see is 
when people move out to where 
na ture is and decide they don't 
w a n t i t t h e r e , " Derek sa id , 
adding tha t he tries to educate 
residents about coexisting with 
wild animals. He's received, more 
t h a n 1,400 a n i m a l compla in t 
telephone calls since becoming 
the city's naturalist in 1994. 

"People like to see deer come 
into their yards, but when they 
munch on their shrubs, they get 
al l b e n t out of shape . People 
always want you to move (ani-
mals) to a nice place. That nice 
place doesn't exist. 

"I t h i n k t h e biggest an ima l 
people should be worried about 
is humans," Derek said. "I think 
we have a h u m a n popula t ion 
problem." 

accommodate them." 
For instance, average house-

hold size decreased over the last 
40 years from 3.84 to 2.09 per-
sons in the city of Farmington, 
4.17 to 2.55 in Garden City and 
3.91 to 2.40 in Redford, SEM-
COG reported. 

Tota l h o u s e h o l d s h a v e 
increased during that same peri-
od by nearly 3,000 in Farming-
ton, 2,400 in Garden City and 
2,200 in Redford. 

Bu i lde r s pul led j u s t over 
143,000 permits for new single-
family homes in the seven-coun-
ty area here from 1989 to 1998, 
the Building Industry Associa-
tion of Southeas tern Michigan 
and SEMCOG reported. 

"Younger people used to live 
with their parents," Rogers said. 
"As we have a more highly edu-
cated population, more college 
graduates, people tend to look 
more broadly at where to locate 
careers. There's more movement 
away from home. More money, 
higher income, makes it easier to 
do. 

"There ' s a n o t h e r f ac to r , " 
Rogers added. "People are living 
longer, healthier lives." 

The growing popularity of the 
au tomobi le and m a j o r mi le 
roads, including Grand River, 
Michigan Avenue and Five Mile, 
provided access to life beyond 
Detroit city limits, Rogers said. 

The popula t ions of Livonia, 
Redford, Garden City and what 
is now Westland soared between 
1950 and 1960 dur ing a post-
World War II housing boom. 

According to SEMCOG, Livo-
nia ' s p o p u l a t i o n t h a t decade 
jumped from 17,534 to 66,702, 
Redford's from 18,940 to 71,276, 

G a r d e n Ci ty ' s f r o m 9 ,012 to 
38,017 and wha t is now West-
land from 30,407 to 60,743. 

F r e e w a y s l a t e r p rov ided 
quicker access to points fur ther 

( h u n t i n g 

{tomographics 

from moving 
restrictive deed 
which the U.S. Supr'e 
Court ruled were u 
able in 194S; 

The suburbs here aren't lily 
white now. 

According tb : 
bureau figures pto\-oed h* 
the Southeas t 
Council of Governments, non 
whites made up 9 percent o 
Canton's population, 8 per 
cent of Farmington Hills* ant 
7 percent of Westiand's. 

Census m 
won't be sviiif.nlr i r - ' i 
spring. 

However, the^ nufnber of 

now based on ,i 

figures." 

reported 
popuiat 
Farmingt 

City 5 percent. * x 

Ail were higher than f 
ed for 1990, 1992 in tti 
case of Livonia. 

west and north. I 
The Jeffries, which opened in 

1977, goes through the heart o£ 
Redford, Livonia and Plymouth 
Township. 1-275, which opene4 
in 1976-77, touches Canton, Ply* 
mouth, Livonia and Farmington 
Hills. 1 

Canton's population, 11,026 i$ 
1970, leaped to 48,616 by 198QJ 
57,047 by 1990 and an estimated 
75,988 now. i 

F a r m i n g t o n Hi l l s and Ply} 
mouth Township have grown af 
a less spectacular but noticeable 
clip - Farmington Hills going 
from 47,006 in 1970 to an esti-
m a t e d 82,000 now, Plymout^. 
Township from 17,497 to an esti-
mated 27,400 now. 

The cities of Plymouth and 
Fa rming ton , fa i r ly sma l l and 
self-contained, have shown com-
paratively constant populations 
over the years. 

"Freeways certainly promoted 
longe r -d i s t ance commut ing , f 
Rogers said. "I live in Ann Arbor 
and commute here (downtown 
Detroit). If we didn't have free-
ways, I would have moved when 
I took this job a t SEMCOG 20 
years ago." 

A lot of factors go in to where 
folks decide to live. 

"One thing people seem to do 
is spend the money available to 
them," Rogers said. "People seem 
to want space and the quality of 
life they can afford to buy. 

"People are looking at where 
they can live and find quality of 
l i fe ... and get to p laces qf 
emp loymen t in a r e a s o n a b l e 
time," he said. "People weigh all 
facts - how much time do I have, 
how much stress can I take, hoW 
much does it cost." 
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SMART plans to put 100 new buses on road in '01 
5Y RICHARD PEARL 
STAFF WRITER 
pearl@oe.homecomm.net 

A $104-million deal between 
he Suburban Mobility Authority 
'or Regiona l T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
SMART) and a California bus 
nanufacturer is expected to put 
LOO new SMART buses on west-
ern Wayne County streets by the 
;nd of next year and get a total 
»f'287 new vehicles- in operation 
# 2 0 0 3 . 

The lease-purchase financing 
o r a n g e ment, worked out wi th 
h e help of the Federal Transit 
Administration and members of 
Michigan's congressional delega-
tion, wil l r ep l ace SMART'S 
mtire aging fleet six years soon-
jr than expected under more tra-
litional federal-grant financing, 
according to SMART officials. 

Also helping cut delivery time 
;o next summer from the usual 
;wo years was an unusual pro-
iuction-schedule break a t the 
JUS manufacturer, Gillig Corp. of 
tlayward, Calif. 

"We were r ea l l y ex t r eme ly 
ucky to get that," noted a very 
lappy Dan Dirks, SMART'S gen-
eral manager, on Wednesday. 

Furthermore, if the loan had-
n ' t come th rough when it did, 
"we would have lost our place in 
the production line," mean ing 
the new b u s e s wouldn ' t h a v e 
arrived until 2002. 

" I t ' s one of t h o s e p ro j ec t s 
where, very seldom, everything 
t h a t can go r ight , goes r ight ," 
Dirks said wryly. 

The SMART bus system oper-
ates routes and Park N Ride lots 
in Livonia, Garden City, West-
land and Redford Township. 

The new buses - two of which 
were loaned to SMART for the 
August Woodward Dream Cruise 
- have low floors, meaning usu-
ally only one s tep at the curb, 
Dirks said. And where neces-
sary, the buses can be lowered to 
fu r the r reduce the drop to the 
ground. 

2 whee l cha i r s 
Each bus also has space for 

two wheelchai r r iders apiece, 
with a motorized ramp that can 
be operated manually by the bus 
driver if the hydraulics fail. 

Furthermore, said Dirks, the 
buses will be t h e f i r s t in t he 

country to have thickly padded 
seats in a vandal-proof material 
which reportedly cannot be cut. 
They a r e m a d e by A m e r i c a n 
Seating of Grand Rapids, Mich. 

"Our customers are on the bus 
an average of nine miles per trip 
when the average in the entire 
country is only two miles," said 
Dirks, adding, "That's why the 
seats are a lot more important. 
And t h e low floor on the bus 
means a better-riding bus than 
most." 

The financing arrangement -
$80 million of which is principal 
- is "something that's never been 
done (on) t h i s large of a scale 
before," Dirks said. 

"It's absolutely wonderful for 
us because we have a fleet right 
now of which over 50 percent 
should be scrapped by the end of 
next year. 

"We will be able to replace in 
t h r e e y e a r s w h a t would t a k e 
until 2009 (to accomplish), based 
on the typical federal g ran t s" 
normally involved in such deals, 
Di rks sa id : "I'm not s u r e the 
buses we have would make it 
that long." 

Survey claims strong support 
for 4-day Labor Day weekend 

BELLAIRE, Mich. , Oct . 9 
'PRNewswire/ — Travel Michi-
gan, the state's official tourism 
promot ion agency, t o d a y 
released findings from a recent 
survey that show strong support 
for t he s t a t e ' s new fou r -day 
Labor Day Weekend - which had 
its first tes t this year. The infor-
mal survey of convention and 
visitors bureaus from throughout 
thfe s ta te showed the extended 
holiday helped boost the summer 
travel season - and support for 
cont inuing the ext ra day was 
universal. 

A new law passed last year , 
Public Act 141 of 1999, requires 
Michigan public schools to close 
the Friday before the traditional 
end-of-summer holiday, begin-
ning th i s year and las t ing for 
three years. 

The non-scientific survey of 
convention and visitors bureaus 
found nearly 50 percent report-
ing increased tourism activity 

and spending. 
"Our survey shows tha t some 

areas of the state did very well 
while other areas remained stat-
ic - reflecting last year's record 
levels," said Susy Avery, vice 
president of Travel Michigan. 

"There was strong belief tha t 
the extra long weekend helped, 
and there was universal support 
for continuing it beyond the cur-
rent three year test." 

The survey did not attempt to 
scientifically measure an overall 
increase in tourism spending for 
the summer season. The data is 
expected to be available from the 
industry in a couple of months. 

The four-day Labor Day week-
end drew strong across the board 
numbers, with 74 percent of con-
vention and visitors bureaus say-
ing the weekend had a positive 
impact on their activity levels. 
Twenty six percent reported no 
impact, while none reported a 
negative impact. On supporting 
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Find a new beginning in our senior community... 
The Presbyterian Village Westland 

An affordable alternative for enjoyable retirement living! 

All Units Include: 
• Free Scheduled Transportation 
• Free Laundry Facilities 
• Evening Meal ? Days a Week 
• Free Local Phone Service 
• Bi-Weekly Housekeeping 

Optional Services Available: 
• Additional Housekeeping 
• Lunches 
• Screened Porch 
• Beauty/Barber Shop 
• Carport 
• Laundry Service 

We Feature: 
• Single-story Patio Apartments • Two Craft Rooms 
• Full Kitchens 
• Spacious Floor Plans 
• Emergency Call System 

• 24-Hour Security 
• Social/Recreational Events 
• Library & Exercise Room 

Call Today to visit our community & enjoy 
a complimentary lunch or dinner! 

<734) 728-5222 
Na '.Outr&geous Deposit Requited! 

Mb 
Presbyterian Village Westland 
3 2 0 0 1 C h e r r y HiU Ro.nl ( jus l W. of M e r r i n i d i i ) in W e s t l a n d 

Pro to type in Apri l 
The schedule now calls for the 

"prototype" bus to be delivered in 
April for two months of opera-
tions and modifications, if any. 
Twen ty b u s e s wil l follow in 
June, with the rest of the first 
100 arriving during the rest of 
the year. 

In 2002, another 87 buses will 
be delivered, with the remaining 
100 due in 2003. 

Under the "municipal install-
ment purchase" (lease-purchase) 
arrangement between the' vari-
ous participants - SMART; bus 
manufac turer Gillig Corp.; the 
Mun ic ipa l Serv ices Group 

financing company of Littleton, 
Colo., and the Federal Transi t 
Administrat ion in Washington, 
D.C. - federal funds will be com-
mitted to SMART over a period 
of 10 years, but SMART will buy 
and take delivery on its buses in 
the first three years. 

This arrangement allows pur-
chasing on an installment basis, 
but a t tax-exempt interest rates, 
a c c o r d i n g to SMART 
spokeswoman Beth Gibbons. 

Dirks credited U.S. Rep. David 
Bonior , .D-Mt . Clemens , w i th 
playing a major role in pulling 
everything together, with help 

f r o m Reps . J o h n Dingel l , D- ' 
Dearborn; Joe Knollenberg, R-
Bloomfield Township; and Car-
olyn Cheeks K i l p a t r i c k , D- • 
Detroit. 

Dirks credited SMART s t a f f ' 
m e m b e r s w i t h f i n d i n g t h e 
financing after a two-year effort 
to f igure out w h a t bus design . 
would best serve metro Detroit 
riders. 

He said "an internal commit-
tee of management and unions, 
inc luding mechan ics" worked 
together in the design process, , 
along with senior-citizen riders 
and those with disabilities. 

t he c o n t i n u a t i o n of t h e long 
weekend, 81 percent repor ted 
s t rong support for the legisla-
tion, while the remaining 19 per-
cent showed some support. No 
one surveyed reported no opinion 
or any opposition. 

"This law has definitely made 
a difference, and the industry is 
uni ted in support of it," Avery 
said. 

Travel Michigan will continue 
to monitor tourism activity over 
the remaining two years of the 
law's test period. 

Travelers needing assistance 
in planning a Michigan getaway 
or v a c a t i o n m a y v is i t T rave l 
M i c h i g a n ' s web s i t e a t 
www.michigan.org , or call the 
tol l - f r e e n u m b e r a t 888-78-
GREAT (784-7328), to talk to a 
travel advisor, Monday thirough 
F r i d a y 7:30 a»m.-to 11 p .m. 
(EDT), and Saturday and Sun-
day 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

® He forti (̂ antertarj ̂ illagt 
Enjoy the season during these hectic 

times, visit the village for..... 

O C T O B E R 1 4 & 1 5 

c f a i c o n b a n e s 

c j ^ o u w f 0 T a 6 [ e ^ P a g e a n t 

gTuTfamore <J)ew live a t tfte 5 ^ ® 

{Jhe Qteeds of tjjfacfc CQragon 

& a r m s 

S t o n e & e n g e . . . e f h e n % o w - the 

exhi&it 

G u e s t g f r a v e f e r s from the Mich igan 

R e n a i s s a n c e SFestivaf 

Saturday 2 to 7 p.m. 

Sunday 1 to 6 p.m. 

Don't miss any of these exciting events! 
Call or look us up on the web: 

248-391-5700 
800-442-XMAS 

www.canterburyvillage.com 

OCTOBER 21 
M J . Hummel FALL FEST 2 0 0 0 Bee 

Hopeful C o l l e c t o r ^ SeU te available 

V A TODAY! 

) OCTOBER 28 -
" T W C K - O R - T B E A T 

WITH COUNT SCARY! 
WOMC'S very own Count Scary 

will be on site from 5 to 7 p.m. 
Trick-or-Treating begins at 6 pm 

until the candy runs o u t 

OCTOBER 28 & 29 
P U W P K W F E S T 

12 to 5 p.m. 
Olde World Canterbury Village 

2369 Joslyn Court 
Lake Orion. Ml 48360 

WAi.RON R! 

EXTTSJ 

Olde World Canterbury Village is located in Lake Orion, just minutes away from 
Great Lakes Crossing off Joslyn Rd. Take I-7S to exit #83, Joslyn Rd., North. 
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OUR 6th LOCATION NOW OPEN 
IN STERLING HEIGHTS 

VIKING SPA 
• 20 Jets 4hp Pump 

WAS $4,VJV 

BRONZE CARIBBEAN 
• 26 Jets Dual 2hp Pumps 

•WAS 0 S , W 

SILVER TAHITI 
35 Jets Dual 4 .5hp Pumps 

JWAS $0,795-
Grand £ 

I Opening • 
Sale 3,495 Grand £ 

Opening 
Sale 3,995 Grand £ 

Opening • 
Sale 5,995 

DESA 
VANGUARD 
GAS STOVE 

{LP or NG) 
99.9% Efficient 
WAS SI093.00V 

Grand 
Opening Side 

$ 1 0 9 5 

PATIO FURNITURE 
BLOW-OUT 

60 to 70% 

LENNOX 36" WOOD 
BURNING FIREPLACE 

(LB-36) with 15 foot Chimney 

WAS tj 1203.00 
Grand $ 

Opening Sale 695 

LENNOX DIRECT VENT 
FIREPLACE 

Model 3530 • Straight Out Vent Kit 
.WAS 01005.00-

Grand 
Opening Sale 

s995 
LENNOX-

p — COUPON — — | l$100 OFF! 
Any In Stock | 

• GAS LOG SET \ 
Vented or Unvented - In Stock Only 

Coupon Expires 10/15/00 

NAPOLEON 
I W00DST0VE 
j Model 1400B -
| Gold Trim Door 
| WftS fclWOO 

j Grand 
I Opening Sale 

! s 1 2 9 5 

"Prior sales excluded. 
Some items not as 
pictured. 

HOWELL LOCATION 
Corner of Grand River 

&. Larson Rd. 
517-548-7727 

WATERFORD 
248-886-7727 

/4lC Seato*t& 
SPAS. FIREPLACES 

More 
Employee o w n e d 8. opera ted 

W. BLOOMFIELD 
248-960-3473 

SOUTHGATE 
248-960-3473 

LIVONIA 
C L E A R A N C E C E N T E R 

35400 Plymouth Rd. 
I block W. of- Wavne Rd. 

734-367-6600 

STERLING HEIGHTS 
NOW OPEN 

810-323-0404 

mailto:pearl@oe.homecomm.net
http://www.michigan.org
http://www.canterburyvillage.com
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Social Security official slams Bush privatization plan 
B Y RICHARD P E A R L 
STAFF WRITER 
rpearl@oe.homecomm.net 

The deputy commissioner of 
the Social Security Administra-
tion is raising questions about 
the privatization plan being put 
forth by the Republication presi-
dent ia l candidate, Texas Gov. 
George W. Bush. 

While visiting metro Detroit 
recent ly to promote t he SSA's 
growing Internet Web site (www. 
ssa. gov), William A. "Bill" Hal-
ter also brought up the future of 
Social Security financing by dis-
cuss ing the proposals of both 
Bush and his Democratic oppo-
nent, Vice President A1 Gore. 

While Gore proposes keeping 
the Social Security Trust Fund 
"locked up," B u s h proposes 
allowing today's younger work-
ers the option of putting "a part 
of your payroll taxes into sound, 
responsible investments," which 
could result in increasing their 
retirement income. 

Bush also vowed, "To seniors 
in this country: You earned your 
benefits, you made your plans, 
and President George W. Bush 
will keep the promise of Social 
Security. No changes, no reduc-
tions, no way." 

But Hal te r , an appointee of 
President Bill Clinton, asks from 
where the money thus diverted -
an e s t i m a t e d $1 t r i l l ion t h a t 
Gore says is needed to pay 
today's retirees - would come. 

Halter stated that, contrary to 
"a very large amount of misinfor-
mation" today, the Social Securi-
ty Trust Fund is "strong and sol-

I f * 

William Halter 

vent to the year 2037." It's driv-
en by money being paid into it by 
the baby boom generation (1946-
64). 

Gore ' s p roposa l calls for a 
"lock-box" setup, whereby pay-
roll t axes would be "reserved 
solely for Social Security bene-
fits"; use of today's budget sur-
plus to pay off the national debt 
by 2012; and using the interest 
t h u s saved to s t r e n g t h e n the 
Social Security Trust Fund and 
also ra i se benef i t s for elderly 
widows. 

H a l t e r sa id t h a t group has 
" the h i g h e s t r a t e of pover ty 
among the elderly today." He 
said the increased benefit pay-
ments would come at a modest 
cost to Social Security. 

Earned 7 percent 
He also estimated $1 trillion in 

assets from government securi-
t ies earned 7-percent in te res t 
last year, or $225 billion. 

Additionally, he claimed, once 
the national debt is paid off as 
projected, the in te res t ea rned 
will extend Social Security sol-
vency to 2054. 

That would cover the last of 
the baby boomers to age 90, he 
said. 

But, Halter said, Bush's pro-
posal is "very different. 

"He would divert a portion of 
the revenue to private, individu-
alized accounts" and that raises 
"some key ques t ions ," H a l t e r 
sa id - in p a r t i c u l a r , "If t h e 
invest ing goes bad, what hap-
pens?" 

1) If an estimated 16 percent 
of Social Security tax, or $1 tril-
lion, is diverted, how will current 
Social Security benefits be paid, 
Halter asked. 

He ci ted g o v e r n m e n t 
economist Martin Feldstein, who 
said, "fill the hole by borrowing." 

But, countered Halter , "The 
objec t ive is to pay down t h e 
(national) debt," and Bush still 
hasn' t "told anybody where the 
(replacement) $1 trillion is com-
ing from," Halter said. 

2) Bush's plan could result in a 
20-percent reduction in benefits, 
he suggested, or 

3) It could result in taxes being 
raised. 

Privately invested money lost 
through bad investments could 
mean less retirement income or 
tha t the government "has to bail 

Chamber features Faith Popcorn 
The Detroit Regional Cham-

ber ' s 2000 Women's Business 
Conference will be held Friday, 
Nov. 3, from 7:30 a.m. ? 4 p.m. 
at the Burton Manor in Livonia. 

Faith Popcorn, business trend 
f o r e c a s t e r and bes t - se l l ing 
author of EVEolution: The Eight 
Truths of Marketing to Women, 
is this year's luncheon keynote 
speaker. 

The annual conference - one 
of t h e C h a m b e r ' s S i g n a t u r e 
Events - provides an opportuni-
ty to g a i n valuable1 an>! 
innovative business techniques 
while networking with hundreds 
of successful business women. It 
offers strategic, powerful, career-
minded women the latest skills 
and theories they need to lead 

the region into the future. 
The day begins with a conti-

nenta l b reakfas t and a "Cele-
bration of Women" - panel that 
will include Tanya Allen, presi-
dent and CEO, Foreverfresh Dis-
posab le P r o d u c t s ; Grace Lee 
Boggs, community activist; and 
Renee Erlich, CEO, Star Trax. 

After the synergistic panel dis-
cussion, attendees will have the 
opportunity to a t tend morning 
and af ternoon concurrent ses-
sions. Sessions tackle topics and 
i s sues t",.u;;ng l o J a \ ' s cr<*l j; 
minded woman. 

Throughout the day attendees 
will have the chance to connect 
with prospects and leads while 
perusing the Business Expo. A 
variety of companies will exhibit 

SWEATERS 
BUY 1 GET 1 

PATTERNED SILK 

BLOUSES 
BUY 1 GET 1 

TICKETED PRICES 

GREAT SELECTION OF 

EXTRA SAVINGS COUPON! 

20%off 
Any Single Item J 

DRESSBARN 
Misses and Woman Sizes 4-24 ' 

Not valid on suits or 50% off items, previous purchases & Sayaways, gift J 
certificates or catalog and internet orders. Cannot be combined with any | 

other offer or coupon. One coupon per customer per visit. Exp. 10/22/00. 6 4 ^ 

the (people) out," he said. 
With a bail-out of t h a t size, 

"We are creating the next S&L 
(savings and loan) crisis," Halter 
said. 

Addit ionally, he s t a ted , any 
such diversion would reduce the 

l eng th of t r u s t - f u n d solvency 
from the year 2037 to 2024. 

H a l t e r sa id Social Secur i ty 
t oday is t h e sole i ncome for 
about 10 percent of the country's 
30 million retirees. 

"When people depend on some-

thing like tha t , you have to be 
very ca re fu l w h a t you do," he 
said. 

With less them a month to go 
before the Nov. 7 election, "we 
need t h o s e a n s w e r s , " H a l t e r 
said. 

the i r products/services a t t he 
expo. 

The Women's Business Confer-
ence is endorsed by the Women's 
Economic Club and sponsored by 
General Motors Corp., Verizon 
Wireless and WWJ Newsradio 
950. 

Cost is $150 for members of 
the Detroit Regional Chamber, 
Women's Economic Club and 
Affiliate Partners; $225 for non-
members. 

To register for the Women's 
Bus iness ( ' < ) r i f s j r e n i - i t 
www. detroitchamber. com. 

For more information, call Kay 
Wasinger at (313) 596-0314 or e-
mail : kwasinge@detroi tcham-
ber.com. 

FREE "LIVING TRUST" SEMINAR 
Find Out How to Transfer Your Estate to Your Family 

Quickly and Pr/vafe/y-Without Probate Fees 

R E D F O R D L I V O N I A W E S T L A N D 
Tuesday, October 24, 2000 

i 1:00 a.m.- 12:30 p.m. 
Redford District Public Library 

15150 Norborne 
(Beech Daily and Five Mile) 

Wednesday, October 25, 2000 
7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 
Civic Center Library 
32777 Five Mile Rd. 

(South side of Five Mile and 
East of Farmington) 

Refreshments Will Be Served et Each Seminar 
Attend one of these seminars and you'll receive a FREE, one-hour, private consultation with Mr. Saunders 

to answer any questions you have about setting up your personal Living Trust ($185 value) 

Thursday, October 26, 2000 
10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 

Melvin Bailey Recreation Center 
36651 Ford Rd. 

(Between Newburgh 
and Wayne Rd.) 

You'll Find Out What Will Happen With a Living Trust.. 
• Your estate will transfer quickly to • If you're married and your estate is • You'll avoid a conservatorship if you 

your family upon your death, worth less than $1.35 million, there become incapacitated-so your estate 
without the expense of probate. may be no federal estate taxes to pay. will be run as you see fit. 

You'll Find Out What Will Happen Without a Living Trust (even if you have a will)... 
9 Your estate may go through probate, ® If you're married and your estate is « If you become incapacitated, or 

which could take months or even over $675,000 net, without proper unable to sign documents, a court 
may assign a conservator to run your 
estate as the court sees fit. 

years, and probate fees could be 
substantial. 

planning your family may owe 
federal estate taxes of 37%-55%. 

Sponsored by: Law Office of Jeffrey R. Saunders. Attorney Jeffrey R. Saunders 
speaks to area residents about living trusts and proper estate planning. Mr. Saunders 
has practiced law for over a decade and his practice focuses on estate planning and 
elder law. He is a member of the American Academy of Estate Planning Attorneys 
and the National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys - and his seminars on living trusts 
are said to be "outstanding-clear—understandable." 

Seating is Limited, So Call 800-954-1717 Now! 
(.Phones open 24 hours - Say you want to make reservations for the living trust seminar) 

Law O f f i c e o f 

Jeffrey R. Saunders 

Area 

B1004212 

6 

"[xtfio Room foil Mi 

Mone 
MS 

c a s i n o 
Grand River & The lodge 

For a store i*ear\»ui V I M I www.dressbarn.com or call 800-639-6064 
'LOWER PRICED ITEM 50% OFF. "SUITS f*. ' iES. MOST STORES OPEN 7 DAYS. 6 NIGHTS. SALE ENDS 10/17/00 

If you bet mors than you can affortl to lose, 
you've got a problem. Call 1-800-270-7117 
for free, confidential help. 

For More Information: 

1-877-777-0711 
www.motorcitycasino.com 

MotorCSIy Casino and MotorCily Logo-are 
trademarks of Detroit Entertainment, LUC. . 

© 2000 Detroit Entertainment, L.L.C. 
All rights reserved-

mailto:rpearl@oe.homecomm.net
http://www.dressbarn.com
http://www.motorcitycasino.com
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Lack of leadership identified as biggest obstacle to curbing sprawl I 
BY MIKE MALOTT 
HOMETOWN NEWS SERVICE 
mmaIott@liomecomm.iiet 

Now is the time for Michigan 
to dea l w i t h t h e p r o b l e m of 
u rban sprawl, opinion l eaders 
say. If it does not, it faces a peri-
od of growth in the next decade 
u n p r e p a r e d , and i t m a y s t i l l 
miss out on economic develop-
ment opportunities. 

What the state lacks is a credi-
ble leader wil l ing to t a k e t h e 
re ins on u r b a n sp rawl in i t i a -
tives, according to the results of 
a survey released last month by 
the Traverse City-based Land 
Information Access Association. 
Gov. John Engler isn't doing it, 

critics contend. 

A new organization, however, 
is hoping to fill the leadership 
gap. The Michigan Society of 
Planners (a 5,000-member group 
fo rmed f rom a m e r g e r of the 
Michigan Society of Planning 
Officials and the state chapter of 
the American Planning Associa-
tion) has announced it now plans 
to take tha t role. 

Thirty-two top "opinion lead-
ers" from across the state were 
quer ied for t he i r views about 
sprawl over the summer. Twen-
ty-seven named land use as one 
of the top three issues facing the 
state in the next three decades. 
Tha t s a m e number said state 

and federal policies have encour-
aged sprawl . Twenty-s ix sa id 
land use t rends will affect t he 
future of Michigan business. 

"The survey r e s u l t s c lear ly 
indicated the absence of a single, 
credible leader or set of leaders 
capable of calling all parties to 
the table to drive a consensus on 
land use policy reform," the asso-
ciation's survey report conclud-
ed. 

"We couldn' t f ind a specific 
leader willing to take the point 
on this issue," executive director 
Joe VanderMeulen said . "The 
parade is forming, but nobody is 
getting out front. In other states, 
it has been the governor who hap 

Year When Land Developed 

j • «< • ^* • 
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Development in southeast 
Michigan In 1965,1995, 2020 
COURTESY SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 

0Ut UDorld dantorburiJ tillage 
SUPER SPECIALS! 

AND THEY'RE GOING FAST! 
What a steal!!! 

Just* go 
SCOOTERS! 

Regularly $99.95 GET 

NOW 

$49.95 

YOURS 
NOW!! 

Just in time for Christmas.... 

^ TREES 
50 % OFF! 

'Excludes Pre-Lit & Fiber Optic Trees. 

RKMWIH 
B l U J B g . 

Regularly $24.95 
NOW 

$14.95 

Great gift idea! 
Just minutes from GREAT 
LAKES CROSSING & the 
PALACE..... 
Hake 1-75 north to Exit 
#83, Joslyn Road North 

248-391-5700 

W A L D O N 

fALACfc 
r r m i v 

UKfcff 
XSSI Mr 

taken the lead." 
The governor may not get the 

credit or blame, the governor's 
press secretary, John Truscott, 
countered, but Gov. Engler actu-
ally has been active in the issue. 

Engler concentrates on "things 
that work" without harming the 
economy, Truscott; said. 

"If you w a n t to s top u r b a n 
sprawl, one way is to go back to 
the early '80s," he said, when the 
economy was troubled, develop-
m e n t slow and unemployment 
high. "If you ha l t sprawl alto-

gether you are going to stop the 
economy altogether." 

Sprawl h a s a l r e a d y slowed 
since t he 1970s, according to 
statistics compiled by the Mack-
inac Center about the r a t e of 
development of vacant acreage. 

If Engler doesn't get credit, it 
is in part because of his attitude 
toward policy-making, said state 
Rep. J o h n J e l l e m a , R - G r a n d 
Ledge. 

"Representatives went to him 
with the idea of a task force on 

sprawl. He said, 'We don't neet< 
any more task forces,"' Jellema,* 
explained. 

"We've h a d coun t l e s s t a s k ' 
force reports . They are sitting.; 
r i gh t t h e r e on my bookshelf^; 
What we need is viable legis la-
tion. >-

"This is a hot issue, but it cools: 
down r ea l f a s t w h e n you asK 
someone wha t they would pro! 
pose in terms of policy tha t f i t | 
in successfully with Michigan's* 
government structure." 

Canton farms disappear under concrete, lawns? 
B Y JACK GLADDEN 
STAFF WRITER 
jgladden@oe.homecomm.net 

Afte r growing u p in Nank in 
Township and graduat ing from 
John Glenn High School in 1965, 
Steve Hamilton took a job with a 
G e n e r a l Mo to r s H y d r a M a t i c 
plant. Then he was drafted. 

When his service was complet-
ed, it was t ime to come home. 
N a n k i n T o w n s h i p was now 
W e s t l a n d , b u t t h e job a t t h e 
HydraMatic plant was the same. 

When he was 21, looking for a 
quiet place in the country, he fol-
lowed up on an ad for a house for 
sale in Superior Township a few 
miles to the west. 

Hamilton .opened up a success-
ful small business, the Star Stop 
Party Store. In 1972 he rented a 
s toref ront in .a new str ip mall 
tha t had jus t been built at the 
intersection of Ford and Lilley in 
Canton Township and opened up 
t h e second S t a r Stop P a r t y 
Store. 

The population of Canton then 
was 11,026 - having more than 
doubled from the 5,313 popula-
tion of 1960. Ford was a two-lane 
blacktop running east and west. 
Hamilton shared the strip mall 
with a drugstore, a dry cleaners, 
a res tauran t , a TV repair shop 
and one of the first Little Cae-
sars stores. The other three cor-
n e r s of t h e in t e r sec t ion were 
farmland. 

H a m i l t o n n e v e r did buy a 
house in Canton. "They were just 
top expensive," he said. 

The '70s marked the beginning 
of a building boom in the town-
s h i p . S u b d i v i s i o n s and s t r i p 
shopping centers went up quick-

ly. By the time of the 1980 cen-
sus count, Canton's population 
had quadrupled in 10 years to 
48,616. 

For Hamilton, the most dra-
matic example of the changing 
landscape came in 1974, when 
Mei jer Inc. opened i t s f i r s t 
D e t r o i t - a r e a Mei j e r T h r i f t y 
Acres at the southeast corner of 
Ford and Canton Center on what 
had been p a r t of t he E d w a r d 
Hauk farm. 

"Traffic was backed up bumper 
to bumper all along Ford Road 
for a week after Meijer opened," 
Hamilton said. "It was incredi-
ble. They had police out direct-
ing traffic. They even had heli-
copters out for traffic control." 

Byl988 Ford had grown from 
two lanes to five and bumper-to-
bumper t r a f f i c was the norm. 
The cornfields and farmland had 
been replaced by subdivisions, 
strip malls, office and industrial 
pa rks and scores of f a s t food 
establishments. 

While the growth was good for 
business, the accompanying con-

gestion was too much for the kid: 
from Nankin Township. He kept-
r u n n i n g h i s p a r t y s tore (now; 
called Wilderberry Party Stored 
but he packed up his family ahcjf 
headed west again. He bought a! 
house and 10 acres of land, in; 
Dundee, a small town 20 miles| 
south of Ann Arbor with a popu|' 
lation of around 3,500. Why 
he move so far away? 

"To get away f rom this ," JiS; 
said, waving his h a n d towajtfl* 
the backed up traffic at the 
and Lil ley i n t e r s ec t i on . "TKg* 
traffic, the houses on top of ea;cK 
other." 

By the 1990 census, Canto^ ' 
had grown to more than 57,0G£| 
people, and the estimated 200K 
p o p u l a t i o n w a s 75,000 -
t imes t h e 1960 popu la t i on , ^? 
5,300. Dundee was still a sm^jf 
town with one traffic light. But ' 
that would change. 

"Almost overnight," Hamilton 
said, " they s t a r t e d pu t t i ng in 
subdivisions. They're all around 
me now. You wouldn't know it's 
t he s a m e p lace . New r e s t a u -
rants . Hotels. We used to have 
one traffic light. Within a week, 
we had five." 

But the big shock for Hamilton 
came ear l ie r th i s month , in a 
kind of deja vu moment. 

In t he middle of September , 
Cabela's, a giant outdoors equip-
m e n t s u p e r s t o r e , opened i t s 
newest 225,000-square-foot store 
- in Dundee - about a mile from 
Hamilton's secluded refuge. 

"Tra f f i c w a s backed , up 
bumper-to-bumper for miles," he 
said, s h a k i n g his head. "They 
had to call out the whole police 
depar tment to keep the t raf f ic 
under control. Unbelievable." 

s i 

Shop in any department on 
Thursday, October 12 

SFA Gift Card* 
good toward future shopping at Saks Fifth Avenue 

The more you spend anywhere in the store, 
the higher your Gift Card amount: 

Spend Receive 

$250 to $499 $25 Gift Card 
$500 to $999 $50 Gift Card 
$1,000 to $1,999 $100 Gift Card 
$2,000 and up $200 Gift Card 

S A K S F I FT H A V E N U E 
"Offer good on purchases made on October 12, 2000 only, in all SFA stores. Excludes Leased Collections, 

Beauty Salons, Folio, sahsfifthavenue.com, Off 5th, Gift Card and Gift Certificate purchases. 

Cannot be combined with any other offer. No adjustments to prior purchases. Limit of one Gift Card per customer. 

To receive your Gift Card, simply take your total day's receipts to Customer Service. 

Receipts must be presented and redeemed on October 12, 2000 only. 

Foirlone Town Center, Dearborn )313) 336-3070. Monday through Saturday 10 to 9; Sunday 12 to 6. 
The Somerset Collection, Big Beaver at Coolidge, Troy (248) 643-9000. Monday through Saturday 10 to 9; Sunday 12 to 6. 

VISIT SAKSFIFTHAVENUE.COM 24 HOURS A DAY. . PDf;1004439" 
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family 
• Attractions 

SCHIFFMAN - ENTERTAINMENT FOR 

COCO CELEBRATES HALLOWEEN 
On Stage in the Entertainment Court. 

Showtimes: 1 & 3pm 

State lawmakers launch attack on sprawl 

O C T 1 * 

O C T 21 

SWING WITH YOUR SWEETHEART 
Free Swing Dance Lessons. 

On Stage in the Entertainment Court. Saturday: 5-9pm 

d h HALLOWEEN TRICK OR TREAT 
> * • Children up to 16 years old in cosl 

Throughout tne Mall: 6-8pm. 
costume. 

;OCT 2 8 

MARVEL COMICS 
SPIDERMAN 

Meet & Greet - On Stage in the Entertainment Court. 
Saturday: 6-8pm. £»CT 2 8 

T H E W H O W H A r W H Y W H E N WHERE M A L L 

Hours: M o n d a y - S a t u r d a y ' 1 0 - 9, Sunday 11 - 6 
P lymouth & M i d d l e b e l t Roads, L ivonia 7 3 4 - 5 2 2 - 4 1 0 0 

w w w . n e w w o n d e r t a n d m a l i . c o m 

BY MIKE MALOTT 
HOMETOWN NEWS SERVICE 
mmalott@homecomm.net 

State l awmakers will a t t ack 
urban sprawl on several fronts 
this fall. A number of initiatives 
intended to address the issue are 
being prepared or already under 
consideration. 

Among the most s igni f icant 
are proposals to be offered by 
Rep. J o h n J e l l e m a , R - G r a n d 
Haven, and Rep. Gene DeRos-
sett, R-Manchester. 

Jellema is planning to intro-
duce l eg i s l a t i on he h a s been 
working on over t he s u m m e r 
wi th t he Michigan Society of 
P l a n n e r s t h a t would p rov ide 
incentives to local governments 
which participate in coordinated 
planning. The package calls for 
cooperation w i th ne ighbor ing 
communities as well as county. 
and state level governments in 
municipal planning, according to 
society Executive Director David 
Downey. 

DeRossett has several initia-
tives he'll be pushing this fall. 
One of the most important is a 
two-bill package that will accel-
erate the title-clearing process so 
that "brownfields" in central city 
areas can be more quickly rede-
veloped and put back into use. 

Reusing cent ra l city land is 
one of the most effective ways to 
reduce development in so-called 
"greenf ie ld" s u b u r b a n f r i n g e 
areas, DeRossett explained, but 
the clouded t i t les of those old 

• • • B h 
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parcels of ten makes it quicker 
and easier to build elsewhere. 

DeRosse t t is also hoping to 
turn his House Republican Land 
Use Work Group into a standing 
committee. It's job, he explained, 
would be to review proposals 
coming up for consideration in 
the legislature and assess their 
effect on urban sprawl issues. 

D e R o s s e t t was appo in t ed 
chairman of the work group-this 
spring and t ask force ha s met 
eight times over the course of the 
summer. As a result, the group 
is r e a d y to a d d r e s s seve ra l 
sprawl re la ted topics this fall, 
including agricultural preserva-
tion, revision of laws regulating 
location and taxation of manu-
factured housing, and even a bill 
to encourage the reuse of scrap 
tires. 

Key piece 
Still, t he Je l lema/ Society of 

Planners package appears to be 
the key piece, a culmination of 
discussions that have been tak-
ing p lace over t h e p a s t yea r 
between planners, local officials, 
business interests and environ-
mentalists. 

Its intent is to resolve the con-
f l ic t b e t w e e n t h e concept of 
regional planning and local con-
trol, coordinating planning with-
out overriding home rule. Land 
use decisions in th is s t a te are 
cur ren t ly lef t to local govern-
ment - cities, townships and vil-
lages. And there are more than 
1,80,0 such units of goyernment 
across t h e s t a t e , which of ten 
plan for the i r development in 
isolation. 

Jel lema and Downey plan to 
make the program strictly volun-
tary, providing incent ives for 
participation. 

"This will be quite d i f ferent 
that what is in use in any other 
state," Downey said. "What has 
worked in Maryland or Oregon 
j u s t won ' t work he r e because 
there is such a strong tradition 
of home rule in this state." 

J e l l e m a sa id he h a s been 
working with both the Michigan 
Municipal League and the Michi-
gan Townships Association on 
the package, and while neither 
ha s committed to suppor t the 
program yet, they are interested. 
Jellema has also been working 
on the package with four other 
representatives, including Rep. 
Patricia Lockwood, D-Fenton. 

To par t ic ipate , communit ies 
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The Free Checking is a sure thing, 

The $100,000, well, for that 

you'll need a little luck. 

Enter to win Huntington's $100,000 Grand Prize Giveaway;f 

And get a Free Checking account while you're at it. 

Talk about a no-lose situation. If you don't .win our $100,000 Grand Prize Giveaway (or some of the other cash prizes we'll be 

awarding), you can still find a little extra money each month, thanks to Free Checking f rom Huntington. This account features 

unl imited check writing, a free Visa® Check Card, unl imi ted telephone t ransac t ions , and un l imi ted Hunt ing ton ATM 

deposits, withdrawals, and transfers. All with no m i n i m u m balance requi rement and no month ly checking fee.* So stop 

by your local Hunt ington office and open your account today. And who knows? You could wind up with a sizable balance. 

Call toll-free 1-877-480-2345 or visit e-Bank® at www.huntington.com iljjli Huntington 
Banking . Inves tments . Insurance . 

&v 

tNO ACCOUNT OR TRANSACTION NECESSARY TO PARTICIPATE; A PURCHASE, ACCOUNT, APPLICATION OR TRANSACTION DOES NOT IMPROVE ONE'S CHANCES OF WINNING. 
Game begins 9/5/00 and ends 10/31/00. Restrictions apply; see complete'official rules at participating Huntington banking offices, or call 1-877-480-2345. 'Charges for other services may appv. Member FDIC. 

«S>®, Huntington®and e-Bank® are federally registered service marks of Huntington Bancshares Incorporated. ©2000 Huntington Bancshares Incorporated. Financial services since 1866.3CDOC10P2ALL 

will have to create 20-year mas-
ter plans and update them every*.' 
five years. That may not seem ' 
s ign i f i can t in some suburba i i ' 
communities tha t already have 
created such plans, but not all ,, 
have, Jellema said. In other com- ; 
munities, the master plans may-
be 20 years old. What is new.,-.-
even for suburban communities, . 
is t h a t zoning would have to-., 
match the master plan. 

Master plans 
"Many communities have mas.-, 

t e r p lans now, bu t t he zoning-, 
doesn't necessarily follow it. Thi?, 
bill would mean that the zoning, 
would have to comply with the 
plan. Residents and developers 
would have a clear idea of what 
the area is going to like, and it., 
wou ld good for a t l e a s t f ive 
years," Jellema said. "Every fiv§;> 

y e a r s , t h e y would look at i t 
again and they could revise it^ 
This puts some teeth in the mas» 
ter plan." ,•*. « 

Additionally, the plans would 
have to lay out capital improve-, 
ment plans for the city, including.,, 
r o a d s c o n s t r u c t i o n , sewer 
i m p r o v e m e n t s and even p a r k , 
development. 

When the plans are finished, ' 
t hey would have to be shared.-
with surrounding communities,... 
county p l a n n i n g d e p a r t m e n t s 
and the state. Other communi-
ties wouldn't have to approve the 
plan - they couldn't block imple-
mentation - but the purpose of 
the sharing is to make sure other 
community planners know what,' 
the municipality is intending to',^ 
develop. 

C u r r e n t l y , p l a n n e r s in one 
community may be reluctant to ~ 
s h a r e i n f o r m a t i o n w i th sur -
rounding communities, Jellema 
said. That leads to isolation. But'" 
awareness of what the next com-
m u n i t y is do ing m i g h t af fec t _ 
another community's plans. 

Incentives to participate would 
i n c l u d e a c c e l e r a t e d permit;« 
reviews from the state, allowing -
c o m m u n i t i e s to move a h e a d 
more quickly w h e n s tate ' • 
approval is needed, as well as' • 
access to a state revolving fund • 
for projects , inc luding capi ta l • 
improvement. 

Suburbs 
cope with 
traffic jam-
BY STEPHANIE ANGELYN CASOLA ; 
STAFF WRITER 
scasola@oe.homecomm.net 

Steve Dunqe: "Do you think 
about traffic? Ever? Because I da, 
constantly. Traffic is caused by 
the single-car driver. Nine hun-
dred thousand single people get 
into their cars every morning. 
They drive to work. And they 
wonder why there's gridlock. But 
this is what I've been working on: 
If you had a train, right, a super-
train, you give the people a rea-
son to get out of their cars. You 
give them great coffee, great 
music, they will park and ride. I 
know they will." 

Linda Powell: "1 still love my 
car, though." * 

Singles (1992) 

When writer-director Cameron 
Crowe created this scene from 
his 1992 feature film, Singles, 
hit a nerve near and dear to a|l 
commit ters in and around the 
Motor City. The t ru th is, Wayne 
County drivers also love their 
cars. 

But the drawback to owning 
the latest GM, Ford or Daimler-
Chrysler-mobi le and living in 
these cities, which are financial-
ly f u e l e d by t h e au tomobi le 
i n d u s t r y , is j u s t as Crowe 
described - gridlock. As cities 
expanded nor th and west, the 
suburbs grew bombarded with 
roads, roads that can hardly con-
t a i n t h e h igh t r a f f i c volumes 
exis t ing today. But a rea resi-
den ts know the roads and the 
best routes, by heart . 

"M-5 is my best friend," said 
K r i s t i n DiPomio, a j u n i o r a t 
Madonna University in Livonia. 
She drives to classes from her 
West Bloomfield, home. "Hagger-
ty is the only road in Oakland 
County that goes where I need to 
go." 

H e r solut ion to c u t t i n g out 
excess time behind the wheel? "I 
don't usually drive during rusli 
hour," she said. . *' 

While DiPomio has at least -a 
20-minute. commute to school, 
fe l low M a d o n n a s t u d e n t anS 
Redford resident J i m McCou|t 
takes, the quick 10-minute jaunt 
west to reach his classes. "Usuaf-

g e e J A M A 1 j 
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Downtowns are a plus for Plymouth and Farmington g 
BY SUE BUCK 
STAFF WRITER 
sbuck@oe.homecomm.net 

While fo rmer f a r m s became 
cities, two established communi-
ties have done well by offering 
services t h a t new cit ies m u s t 
provide from scratch: schools, 
downtowns, roads, drains, sew-
ers, water mains and dest ina-
tions such as r e s t a u r a n t s and 
theaters. 

Providing efficient services is a 
s t rength , officials of both t h e 
cities of Plymouth and Farming-
ton said. Their downtowns con-
t i n u e to d r aw people to bo th 
shop and en joy l e i s u r e - t i m e 
activities. 

Kellogg P a r k is P l y m o u t h ' s 
pride and joy. 

"We are blessed in having Kel-
logg Park," said Paul Sincock, 

assistant Plymouth city manag-
er. "Kellogg Park is a gem." 

These cities, wi th neighbor-
hoods and a sense of community, 
project an old-fashioned appeal 
not seen in newer subdivisions, 
sa id bo th Sincock and Pau l 
Lauhoff, Farmington city man-
ager. 

"People who move to sprawl 
areas suddenly realize that they 
are on septic fields, have well 
water and gravel roads," Lauhoff 
said. "Farmington is 100-percent 
paved. Voters here approved a 
special millage for roads with no 
termination and operates a 20-
year revolving program. In 1994 
when we presented this program 
we found we could save signifi-
cantly." 

Res idents shouldn ' t have to 
wait to repair roads until they 

Jam from page A10 

ly it flows p r e t t y smooth," h e 
said, with optimism. 

And when it comes to traffic, 
McCourt seems unaffec ted . "I 
prefer having a car," he said. "I 
get to pick the t ime I wan t to 
leave and it's really more conve-
nient (than taking a bus)." 

McCourt aside, many people 
agreed if t h e r e were a way to 
create an efficient system of pub-
lic t r anspo r t a t i on , a t l eas t in 
high traffic areas, it would be a 
welcome change. DiPomio said 
she would use public transporta-
tion if it were readily available 
to her and easy- to find. She said 
she loves New York City, where 
trains, cabs and buses abound. "I 
love the fact tha t you don't have 
to have a car," she said. 

DiPomio isn't alone. 
P l y m o u t h r e s i d e n t J o h n 

McMeekin a d m i t t e d t h a t h e 
wouldn't mind leaving his sports 
utility vehicle behind every once 
in a while, in the interest of con-
venience. While he said he rarely 
uses any public transportation in 
the area, he has taken a taxi cab 
to the airport on occasion. Most 
often found behind the wheel , 
McMeekin keeps up wi th con-
struction projects to make his 
ride go along more smoothly. 

"I'm constantly trying to find a 
new way to go, which usua l ly 

BATHTUBS U CERAMIC TILE 
Repair • Remodel • Reglaze 

The Nation's Oldest And Largest Reglazing Company 
Visit Our Showroom Or Call For Free Brochure 
UNIQUE REFINISHERS 
(734) 459-9900 (800) 235-6557 
We Also Specialize In Antique Tub & Sink Restorations mBAd 
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Best Buy Sal 
Now In 

Progress! 
Fireplace 
Glass D o o r i 
Tool Sets 

REMOTE CONTROL 
W i t h Purchase of select 
Gas Stoves and Inserts 

HEAT-N-<sh 

NORTH RIDGE 
AND 

G10 FIRE LOGS 

GAS LOG SALE 

mmmmm 
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7 xour me; 

"A Name You Can Trust, Installation You Can Count On!" 

CANTON • FORD RD. • (734) 981-4700 

completely fall 
apart, Lauhoff 
sa id . "We 
found we 
could save 40 
percent - mil-
lions of dollars 
- by p u t t i n g 
together a pro-
gram to repair 

the roads, before they fall apart, 
and extend the life of tha t road. 
We replaced or rebuilt over 30 
different road sections. We don't 
have any special assessments for 

roads anymore." 
Both cities know quality of life 

also extends to entertainment. 
The city of Plymouth hosts 130 

events a year, Sincock said. He 
can remember when S.S. Kresge 
was located where Little Profes-
sor on the Park is now on Main 
S t r e e t . New r e s t a u r a n t s l ike 
Compari's and E. G. Nicks and 
The Box Bar's recent renovation 
c r e a t e s r e n e w e d i n t e r e s t in 
downtown, he said 

Condos which are under con-
struction where the Mayflower 

Hotel once stood on Main Street 
is affirmation of Plymouth's sur-
vival. The Penn Theatre recently 
started comedy nights in a non-
smoking venue. The Civic The-
a t r e in F a r m i n g t o n w h i c h 
r ecen t ly became c i ty-owned 
wants to attract conferences and 
business meetings. 

The city of Fa rming ton and 
Farmington Hills operate sepa-
rate emergency services. 

In 1995, however, Plymouth 
and Plymouth Township merged 
its fire depar tments to become 

the Plymouth Community F i n 
Department. 

L a s t November , t h e ti 
m u n i c i p a l i t i e s also merge* 
emergency d i s p a t c h services 
which a r e housed at the Ply-^ 
mouth Communication Centers 
in the Plymouth Township police 
station. 

Both mergers have resulted in 
cost savings and the Plymouths 
look for even more ways to conx-
bine services. 

ends up costing me time," he 
said. "If there were better trans-
portat ion downtown, even if it 
was just for recreation, I proba-
bly would be inclined to use it." 

Three main roads-go north out 
of w e s t e r n Wayne County: 
Southfield Freeway/road, Tele-
graph and 1-275. All three have 
seen extensive construction work 
over the pas t couple of years. 
While this should result in bet-
ter traffic flow, drivers can find 
three lanes cut down to one lane 
and traffic backing up - with few 
alternatives available. 

The a l t e r n a t i v e cu r r en t l y 
avai lable is the park-and-ride 
system, which allows drivers to 
park their car in suburban park-
and-ride lots and then take the 
bus into Detroit. 

This best works for those who 
live in t he suburbs and go to 
Detroit . Those who live in one 
suburb and work in another usu-
ally head out on the highway -
there's little public transporta-
tion available. 

But some believe public trans-
por ta t ion is more of a dream, 
rather than a viable solution to 
Motor City t r a f f i c woes. "We 
don't have enough stuff centrally 
located," said DiPomio. 

Maybe the time for a super-
train has come. 

mm i t t i i i i l 
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October 1 3 , 1 4 , St 15 
Friday 9-9, Saturday 9-5, Sunday 11-5 

• NORTHVILLE 
RECREATION CENTER 

3 0 3 W. Main, Northville 
(2 Blocks W. of Sheldon) 

Admission $2 .00 • Lunch Available 
No Baby Strollers, Please 

Promoters: Sue Smith • Molly Pemberton 
P.O. Box 87444 • Canton, MI 48187 • (734) 459-0050 

Blue D«>t 
A/C * Heating • Plumbing • and more 

WORKING TO BE 
AMERICA'S BEST SERVICE EXPERIENCE 

p y o u 
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w i n t § M i 
r * - | 

Furnace or 
Air Conditioning] 

Installation \ 
Expires Nov. 30,2000 j 

\ CANNOT BE USED IN CONJUNCTION WITH 
| ANY OTHER COUPONS OR PREVIOUS SALES j 

1-800-BLUE DOT 
B

d*; (1-800)258-3368 Serviced by: 

A BlueDoU Service Co. 

HEATING • P L U M B I N G • C O O L I N G 
A B l u e D o t ? S e r v i c c C o . 
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Panasonic 
Panasonic 

Camcorder 
• Mini DV Format 
• 300 To 1 Digital Zoom 
• Dual Digital Electronic Image 

Stabilization 
• Photo Shot Built-in Digital Still 

Camera with 8MM Multi Media Card 
• 3.0'Color LCD 
#PVDV400 

Panasonic Upright Vacuum 
• 12 Amp Motor 
• Auto Carpet Height Adjustment 
• On Board Tools 
• 6 Stage Filtration 
#MCVS720 

zenith 

Zenith 32" Stereo TV 
• Front Surround Sound 
• Universal Remote Control 
• 6 AW Jacks 
• S-VHS Input 
#B32A24Z 

APPLIANCE SALE 
GE 17.6 Cu Ft 
• Gallon Storage In The Door 
• 2 Full Width Adjustable Wire Shelves 
• Snack Pan • Only 28" Wide 
#TBX18BA0 

MAYTAG 

a ASKO 

Maytag Neptune 
• Front Load Design 
• Clothes Look Newer Longer 
• Large Capacity Means Fewer Loads 
• Less Water Saves Energy & Money 

6E Over The Range Microwave 
• Large 1.4 Cu. Ft. Oven Capacity, 950 Watts 
• Turntable On/Off Feature 
• Full-View Cooktop Light, Night Light & 

Hi-Capacity, 2 Speed Exhaust System 
#JVM141Q Alter S20 Rafe 

«*V^PRICED TOO 
^ LOW TO 

ADVERTISE 

Asko Front loader Washer 
The Best Performing, Most Energy e 

Efficient Laundry Care System !n e 

The World 

« « » « » « 

QE 30" Electric 
Smooth Top Cooking-Surface 
Available in Solid White 
Convection Over 
Two 7" Ribbon Elements With 
Bridge Burner 

Maytag Atlantis 
Swirl-Away Water Extraction System 
Unique Turbo-Rinse System 
Outstanding Cleaning Keeps Whites 
White 

Hurry Rebate Offer Ends 

Oct. 31 $12000 GOA/IDEO 

• 
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SUB-ZERO 
Built-in 

Refrigeration 
At it's Best. 

Available in 30", 
36", 42", 48" 

Models 

icemaker Under Counter 
AM/FM Stereo Radio 
• CD Player 
• Counter Light 
• Remote Control 
• High Performance Sub-Woofer Speaker 
#73290 

Bo Video Dual Deck VHS VCR 
• 4 Head HI Fi *Q Sound 
• VCR Plus* Programming 
• Make Picture Perfect Copies At The 
Touch Of A Single Button 
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OBITUARIES 
ANNA MARIE CLEVER 

Services for Anna Marie 
Clever, 70, of Jadkson, Mich., 
formerly of Eas t Jordan were 
held Oct. 10 at the Westminster 
Presbyterian Church in Jackson 
arid also Oct. 13 at the Fi rs t 
Presbyter ian Church in Eas t 
Jordan. Burial will be at Sunset 
Hi|l Cemetery in East Jordan. 

Mrs. Clever was born Dec. 8, 
19^9 in North Canton, Ohio and 
di^d Oct. 7, 2000 at her home in 
Jackson, Mich. 

$he is survived by her hus-
bajid, Ray Clever of Jackson; 
tb$ee daughters, Pamela (Amos) 
Hdward of P lymouth , Pau la 
(E^vid) Hopper of Concord, 
Mich., Lisa (Mary Locey) Kiel of 
Ai|n Arbor; one son, Kurt (Bren-
da| Haag of Gurnee, 111.; and five 
grandchildren. She is also sur-
vived by Ray's four daughters, 
Ntfncy (Joel) VanRoekel of 
G$and Ledge, Merideth (Russ) 
Ri|chel of Winston Salem, N.C., 
Mfiry (Bruce) Cameron of Ever-

n, Colo., Lisa (Jeff) Behan of 
Colorado Springs, Colo.; and 11 

ndchildren, 
emorials may be made to the 
pice of Jackson or the Ameri-
Heart Association, 
rrangements were made by 
zien Funeral Homes. 

E. DONNITHORNE 
Services for Theodore E. "Cow-

boy" Donnithorne, 91, of Ply-
mouth were held Oct. 11 at the 
Schrader-Howell Funeral Home 
with the Rev. John Shinn offici-
ating. Burial was at Riverside 
Cemetery in Plymouth. 

Mr. Donnithorne was born on 
J a n . 17, 1909 in Ishpeming, 
Mich, and died Oct. 7, 2000 in 
Garden City. He came to the Ply-
mouth community in 1940 from 
Detroit. He worked as a rodeo 
clown. His stage name was Ken 
D. Hawthorn and he worked 
with Roy Rogers, Gene Autry 
and Bob Steele, among others. 
He owned his own business , 
Ted's Carpe t Service in Ply-
mouth. He was a floor covering 
installer. He started his business 
in 1947 and retired in 1987 after 
40 years of service. He also drove 
the ambulance for the Schrader 
Ambulance Service. He delivered 
furniture for the Schrader Furni-
ture Store. He also was a door-
man at the Mayflower Hotel for 
more than 50 years. 

He was preceded in death by 
his wife, Jane Donnithorne; and 
one sister, Mildred Bell. 

Survivors include his daugh-
ter, Theo (James) Igrisan of Ply-
mouth; two grandchi ldren, 
KylieMarie Igrisan of Plymouth, 
Danielle Preston Igrisan of Ply-
mouth. 

Memorials may be made to the 

Angela Hospice in Livonia. 
Arrangements were made by 

Schrader-Howell Funeral Home. 
A. JOYCE DUSSEAU 

Services for A. Joyce Dusseau, 
69, of Canton will be held at 1:30 
p.m. Saturday, Oct. 14, with visi-
tation from noon until the time 
of the service, at the Schrader-
Howell Funeral Home with the 
Rev. H. Paul Clough officiating. 

Mrs. Dusseau was born Aug. 2, 
1931 in Detroit and died Oct. 8, 
2000 in Canton. She came to the 
Plymouth community in 1999 
from Florida. She retired from 
the Fairview Schools where she 
was a secretary to the principal. 
She was a homemaker . She 
enjoyed family reunions, travel-
ing and family out ings . She 
enjoyed trips to the Mio, Mich, 
area. She graduated from high 
school in Mio, Mich. 

She was preceded in death by 
her husband, Robert Dusseau. 

Survivors include her three 
sons, Tom of Homosassa, Fla., 
Steve (Cindy) of Canton, Gary of 
South Lyon; one brother, George 
Potter of New York, eight grand-
children; and two great-grand-
children. 

Memorials may be made to 
Angela Hospice, 14100 New-
burgh, Livonia, MI 48154. 

Arrangements were made by 
Schrader-Howell Funeral Home. 

New Bus Service TO 

UNO WINDSOR 

Pay $ 5 0 0 per person 
receive 

$15°° Meal Voucher 
provided by Casino Windsor™ 

Trademarks of Ontario Cosino Corporation used under license 
{Service is provided by Indian Trails, inc. and is not affiliated with Casino UUlndsor™) 

Pick-up 
Locations; 
• Ulestland 
• Dearborn 
• Troy 
• W a r r e n 
• Sterling Heights 
• Livonia 

i 
CALL 

8 0 0 - 2 9 2 - 3 8 3 1 

MimmtrmOm 
MSWOHAUD 

THE GREATEST SELECTION OF COUNTER AND BAR STOOLS ANYWHERE 

ALWAYS AT A GREAT PRICE! 

1 
W h a t J i m m i e 

brings is a 

soark ima m ic ro -b rew 

l ie iiic t di ro> e i ' <i Mv 

o t t e i i r u ) r> a p u n q e n t 

oof fee- f rom a v i l lage 

in Belize. An t i c ipa t ing 

de l igh ts to c o m e 

everyone pul led h igh 

c o m f o r t a b l e s tools up 

to the table. 

TOLL FREE 1 -888-.r>GO-.llMS 
BIRMINGHAM 248-644 1919 I 690 OLD S. WOODWARD 

LIVONIA 734-522-9200 | 29500 W. 6 Ml ! E RD. 

NOVI 248-348-0090 [ 48700 GRAND RIVER 

PIo.3se coll for store hours 

U S THE BEST PRICE 

SCARY FALL SAVINGS 
Come visit our father Belly Deft 

M I Yankees 

THISTLE FEEDER 
$ I 7 9 9 • Metal 15" 

• Burgundy finish. 
' Lifetime uxirranty 
#2539-051 * REG. $ 1 9 . 9 9 

THISTLE 
BIRDSEED 

REG. $ 1 . 2 9 lb. 

• I f i v i U K . limit 5 lbs. 

BROADLEAF 
EVERGREENS 

all sizes 

25% 
Off 

Choose from azaleas; 
rhododendron, holly, 
andboxwood. 

True Temper 

GATHER & GO 
$ij.99 RAKE 

• Poly tines 
• Wood handle 
• Gathers leaves 

.#3600-153 R E G . $ 1 0 . 9 9 

LAWN & LEAF RAGS 
30 galbn, 5 pack, paper $i%,49 
#3750-240 ^ • 

We have pumpkins, 
gourds, cornstalks, straw, 

mums, asters, 8i pansies! 

/ s e l e c t 
SHADE 
TREES 
20% O 
• All Oafcs 2" 

Reg. $149.00-229.00 
• Crimson King Maple 

Reg. $199.00-599.00 
• All Skyline Locust 1 

Reg. $49.99-249.00 

Fall is the REST time 
to Seed! 

GreenThumb Fall Special 

GRASS SEED MIX 
$Q.99 2500sq.fi. 

. 3 lb. bag 

Fall seeding mix for sua or 
shade. F!!!s in bare spots 
quickly jor bng-ktsting beauty. 

REG. $5.99 #1739-234 

Scotts HandyGreen XT 

HAND HELD 
SPREADER 
for spreading: • grass seed • fertilizer 
• preen * snow melt 

$Q.99 RjjQ, $11.99 12339-029 

Nu Gardener 

LAWN REPAIR 
Grass Seed, Fertilizer and 
Mulch, All in One! 

$Q.99 REGi $8.99 

Covers up to 100 sq. ji. 
1739-274, 1739-275,1739-276. 1739-279 

HOME & GARDEN 
SH0VVPLACE 

7 3 4 - 4 5 3 - 5 5 0 0 

l O W r S f »:«yiN;® VJi W i ' i U 

P L Y M O U T H 
N U R S E R Y : 
a n d GARDEN CENTER 

9900 Ann Arbor Rd./Ptymouth 
7 Miles West of 1-275 

11/2 Miles South ofM-14 
Corner of Gotfredson Rd. 

House race f r o m page A1 

agrees with Patterson on some 
i s sues - welfare reform and 
opposition to the state proposal 
on school vouchers, for example 
- t he re are basic differences 
between the two of them. 

If elected, Walsh said his pri-
orities would include revisiting 
recent legislat ion tha t he 
believes weakened individual 
rights on unemployment insur-
ance and worker's compensation. 
He would also beef up efforts to 
promote Mi-Child, the state pro-
gram tha t guarantees health 
insurance for children from eco-
nomically disadvantaged fami-
lies. 

"A lot of people don't know 
about it (Mi-Child) and that's a 
mistake," Walsh said. "People 
are being pushed into the Medi-
caid program ins tead when 
that's not the best option avail-
able." 

"We need to be enacting legis-
lation that gives back to the citi-
zens of Michigan, tha t gives 
them more power and more sup-
port from their government," 
Walsh said. 

Crime and education are other 
key issues Walsh would focus on 
if elected next month. He also 
believes in "tax fairness." 

Walsh said he supports legis-

C A N T O N 6 
981-I960 

84.00 FamllyTwIllght 4»6pm dally 
<4.78 Matinees til 6pm & all day Tuesday 

$4.50 Kids & Seniors all shows 

$ 5 . 5 0 with Student ID 

$5.50 Late Shows Frl & Sat 

Q No Passes or Tuesday discounts 

Unlimited Free Drink & .2Sf Corn Refills 

FALL MATINEES! 
SATURDAYS. SUNDAY 11 AM 

10/7 & 10/8 
ELMO IN GROUCHLAND (G) 

MY DOG SKIP (PG) 
10/14 & 10/15 

O G E T CARTER (R) 
12:30, 2:40, 4:50, 7:20, 9:40 
© M E E T THE PARENTS (PG-13) 
12 :00 ,2 :15 ,4 :40 , 7:10, 9:30 
BRING IT ON (PG-13) 
1:00, 3:00, 5:00, 7:25, 9:20 
O REMEMBER THE TITANS (PG) 
12:10, 2:20, 4:30, 7:00, 3:10 
EXORCIST (R) 
1:30, 4:00, 6:40, 9:10 
URBAN LEGENDS: FINAL CUT (R) 
12:20, 2 :30 ,4 :45 ,7 :05 , 9:15 

COUPON 

• Bag of Buttery Popeorr 
ONE FflEE WITH THIS AD OC 

I HIT OUR WEB @ www.qqti.com B 

rs 
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by Steve Mansfield 

R O S E S A R E RED... 

A N D WHrTE 

While most people associate 
roses with the color red, white 
roses have a gentle appeal that 
conjures up images of bridal 
bouquets and Edwardian times. 
During medieval time, white roses 
stood for purity. In reality, however, 
the illusion of pristine whiteness 
gives way to what may be more 
properly described as blush white, 
milky white, creamy white, or 
ivory. When properly arranged in 
a glass vase and outlined in leafy 
green, white roses exude an 
otherworldly charm. This is 
especially so when viewed in the 
light of dusk, when they seem to 
glow against the darkening 
shadows. At times like this, white 
roses rival their red counterparts 
in terms of romantic intent. 

Today, roses come in a variety 
of stunning colors. They're elegant 
and beautiful, and perfect as a 
decorative arrangement or to 
express your feelings to someone 
special in your life. For quality and 
service, visit HEIDE'S FLOWERS 
& GIFTS, 995 W. Ann Arbor 
Trail, Plymouth. To place your 
order by phone, call 453-5140. 
Worldwide wire service is 
available. Visit our website at 
www.heidesf1owers.com. Look for 
our next article in two weeks. 

j" 2 0 % O F F 1 
jDozen Long Stemmed' 
i White Roses i 

L . 
Reg. '3955 

. J 

HINT: One of the most famous 
white roses in history was the one 
adopted during Britain's 15th 
century War of the Roses as a 
symbol of the Yorkists, known as 
the White Rose of York. 

* « a a a i a • 

• 'A lot of people don't know about it (Ml-Ctilld) 
and that's a mistake. People are being pushed 
into the Medicaid program instead when that's 
not the best option available/ 

M i c k e y W a l s h 

lation for a state earned income 
tax credit that would work much 
the same way as the federa l 
credit,, which provides relief to 
low- and moderate-income fami-
lies. Ten s ta tes already offer 
such a credit, he said. "The con-
cept is a good one and I think 
you'll see more states get on the 
bandwagon," Walsh said. 

Walsh said he is f i rmly 
against state Proposal 1, which 
if passed by voters next month 
would allow state money to be 
used as partial tuition payments 
at private schools for children 
from "failing" school districts. 

"I think it's a sham being per-
petrated on the people of Michi-
gan," Walsh said. "I'm staunchly 
opposed to any public money 
going to parochial schools. There 
are issues of accountability and 
selectiveness by private schools 
that aren't addressed," he said. 

"And on top of that I think the 
proposal itself is confusing," he 
added. 

Walsh was less firm on state 
Proposal 2 and in fact, said he 
was undecided about how he 

would vote on the so-called 
Home Rule issue. 

Walsh retired in February as 
UAW assistant director of com^ 
munity services, working out of 
the union's downtown Detroit 
headquarters. He spent much of 
his time helping to develop and . 
work on alcohol and substance 
abuse prevent ion programs. 
Before that, he served as presi-
dent of UAW Local 32, repre-
senting workers for Cleveland-
based White Motors Corp. 

He has lived in Canton for 22 
years with his wife, Charlotte. 
They have three adult children, 
Michael, Colleen and Charles. 

A Cleveland-area native,! ; 
Walsh is a graduate of Benedict * 
tine High School and he attend-! • 
ed St. Johns College (Cleveland) ; 
and Schoolcraft College. 

He has received awards from 
the American Red Cross Disas-
ter Relief Program, Save Our ' 
Sons and Daughters (SOSAD) ' 
and the United Way, as well as * 
the Samuel Gompers Labor « 
Award for Transplant Aware- * 
ness Campaigns. , ^ 

L10043&4 

D I C K ' S 
U P H O L S T E R Y 

Since 1979 

C u s t o m U p h o l s t e r y • Sl ip Covers 

1 0 - 1 5 % O F F A L L 
FABRICS WITH THIS A D ! 

Expires 10-31-00 
19162 Farmington Road • N. of 7 Mile • Livonia 

(248) 4 7 1 - 6 5 9 0 

Collector's pint glass full of our 
Oktoberfest Lager $4.50. 

Refill throughout Oktoberfest , 
for just $2.50! 

Bonfire Bistro & Brewery 
Seven Mile & Haggerty 

Northville y 248-735-4570 
www.michiganmenu.com 

L1004804 

Don't Miss This Very Special Event! 

27th Ann Arbor Winter Art Fair 
Oct. 21 & 22, 2 0 0 0 

Saturday, October 21 10am to 6pm 

Sunday, October 22 11 am to 5pm 

Audree Levy presents 
160 of the finest artists 

and craftspeople in 
the country. 

Washtenaw Farm 
Council Grounds 

5055 Ann Arbor-Saline Rd. 
Ann Arbor, M l 

Jewelry. 

sculpture 

Admission $5.00 
12 and under FREE 

painting 

Indoor Show -2500 Free Parking Spaces 
Exit I-94 at Ann Arbor-Saline Road, turn south and follow the signs. 

Visit our web site to preview the artists'[work and sign up 
for the $ 100.00 Gift Certificate Drawing, 

www.levyartfairs.com po?„0e 

http://www.qqti.com
http://www.heidesf1owers.com
http://www.michiganmenu.com
http://www.levyartfairs.com
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NEWEST 
AT&T 

Authorized 

31 

!) 

Digital Advantage 

\ 

BRIGHTON 
315 E. Grand River 
Gust east of Main St.) 
(810) 227-7440 

CANTON 
44011 Ford Rd. 

(just east of Sheldon) 
(734) 981 -7440 

HOWELL 
847 S. Latson Rd. 

(n.e. corner of Grand River) 
(517) 545-7220 

MILFORD 
(n.e. comer of Main) 

(248) 684-7440 
WESTLAND 
7150 Wayne Rd. 

(at Warren-inside CarTunes) 
(734) 728-9790 

Get connected. 
www.cellmor.com 

J-

3A 

New activation required. Offers expire 10/31/00. Certain conditions and restrictions apply. See store for details. 
L1003I70 

http://www.cellmor.com
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Township does right with 
new 'Salute' to veterans 

It's been a long time since the country was at war. The thought that American lives 
aren't at stake in a major military conflict is a comforting one. And we can certainly 
pray that ongoing tensions in the Middle East, the Balkans and other regions don't 
require a ramping up of U.S. military presence anytime soon. 

Decades of relative peace and prosperity have made it difficult to recall that times 
weren't always so tranquil, that thousands of Canton residents have served proudly 
and dozens have been wounded or died for their country. Which is why we were glad 
to hear last week that the township is expanding efforts to mark Veterans Day, which 
falls this year on Saturday, Nov. 11. 

In addition to the traditional ceremony at the veterans memorial behind the admin-
istration building (11 a.m. Nov. 11), a "Salute to Service" celebration is planned for 2-
5 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 12 at Summit on the Park. The public is welcome to attend both 
events. 

The Sunday event is an excellent chance for local residents who may not have a 
direct link with the veterans' community to get a living, breathing glimpse of what 
the experience was like. It's an opportunity for students to gain some real-life knowl-
edge on a subject they only read about in history books, or see fictionalized on movie 
and TV screens. 

It is being put together by a committee co-chaired by Dan Durack, township admin-
istrative and community services director, and John Spencer, who works in the 
finance department. Both are Vietnam veterans. 

Participants will bring memorabilia including uniforms, medals and photographs. 
On the lighter side, an cook will prepare Army haute cuisine - namely chipped beef 
on toast — for visitors to sample. 

Most importantly, local veterans will share stories of their service and offer some 
oral history on a facet of American life that is fading into the background as the gen-
erations pass. It's almost difficult to fathom, but those who served in World War II 
and Korea are aging and their ranks are thinning. Even surviving veterans of the 
Vietnam War are getting older and it's been almost 10 years since the Persian Gulf. 

The Veterans Day ceremony and "Salute to Service" celebration will act as a tribute 
to those who served during war time, a reminder to those who didn't and a learning 
experience for future generations. 

Volunteers are needed for the Nov. 12 "Salute to Service" celebration. The 
township is still looking for people to share accounts of their military service, 
which will be taped for cable television. Also, about a dozen people are need-
ed to watch over military memorabilia on display at the celebration. Interest-
ed people may call Debby Bradley, Canton volunteer coordinator, (734) 397-
6450. 

I 
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Dated Electoral College 
no way to elect president 

Winston Churchill, in referring to Russia, described it once as "a riddle wrapped in 
a mystery inside an enigma." This may be considered an accurate description of our 
current electoral system used to elect the president and vice president of the United 
States. 

Our country as it moves into Fall 2000 is once again galvanizing for the election. 
Although millions of people will be voting, many do not understand they are actually 
casting their vote for electors who may, if they so decide, vote independently for the 
president and vice president. 

The Electoral College was created as a consequence of compromise at the Constitu-
tional Conversion of 1787. At the convention, many feared the direct democracy advo-
cated by James Wilson; on the other hand, there seemed to be little doubt that the 

ultimate authority should reside in the people. The elec-
toral system, as a consequence, was created to compro-
mise the interests of those who were advocating direct 
democracy and those who were expressing their appre-
hensions regarding such a revolutionary idea. 

When the American voters go to the polls in Novem-
ber, they will not in fact be voting for the president and 
vice president. Rather, the voters will be voting for "elec-
tors" who, in turn, will be voting for them thereafter. 
The electors then vote, their votes are counted and certi-
fied and sent to the President of the Senate (the vice 
president of the United States) where the votes of the 
"electors" will be opened and counted in the presence of 
both Houses of Congress. Presto, the president and vice 
president are elected, maybe. This last event occurs in 
January, well after the American voters assumed that 
they had voted for "their candidates." 

In the Electoral College, there is one vote for each 
member of the House of Representatives (435) plus one 
vote for each U.S. Senator (100) and finally, three (3) 

votes for the District of Columbia. The total of 538 is an important number to remem-
ber. The candidates for each party must get an absolute majority of the whole number 
of electoral votes. The minimum number for election is 270. This number is even more 
important to remember. 

The electors who are elected are those electors in each state who receive more popu-
lar votes than any other group of electors for other candidates for those offices. Thus, 
this is a "winner take all" system within each of the states. The winning candidates 
for president and vice president (or "electors for..." depending on how the voter looks 
at it) then receive all of the electoral votes from the state. The winning candidates 
anticipate that they will get other "winner take all" results in other states as well as 
the District of Columbia to a total of at least 270 electoral votes. 

The "winner takes all" system does not mean that it is applicable to the country as 
a whole. Thus, it is conceivable that your candidate could win in the Electoral College 
but fail to win the majority or even a plurality of the popular vote cast nationwide. In 
effect, there are 50 such elections (or 51 if you count the District of Columbia) rather 
than one big election. 

What happens if the Electoral College fails; that is, no one gets the necessary votes 
to win? The Constitution, as amended by the 12th Amendment, gives us direction as 
to what then occurs. The House of Representatives ... "from the persons having the 
highest number not exceeding three...shall choose immediately, by ballot, the presi-
dent." Presumably, Messrs. Gore and Bush will be there. There could even be a third 
candidate if just one rogue elector casts a vote for another person. 

The House of Representatives then votes, but not the way the voters might expect. 
Again, do not assume that this is a democratic process. Each Congressman does not 
get to cast a vote. Rather, each state gets one vote. That is to say, each state's con-
gressional delegation shall caucus to decide how each state's single vote will be cast. 
The winner here needs to get 26 votes. 

Since the Electoral College, rather than the voters, actually elects the president 
and vice president it is not a totally democratic system. But, it was never intended to 
be. The Electoral College system is not based upon the people if that word is defined 
to mean "one — man, one — vote." 

J o h n E. T h o m a s 
P l y m o u t h 

John E. Thomas 
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Cartoon missed mark • Agrees with stand 
On Thursday, Sept. 28 the Canton 

Observer printed a cartoon on its 
Opinion Page that featured Dr. Kath-
leen Booher, Plymouth-Canton Super-
intendent. I have not met Dr. Booher 
but I have heard nothing but good 
comments about her performance as 
superintendent and was surprised by 
the extremely negative nature of the 
cartoon. 

I wondered if perhaps she had 
recently done something outrageous 
that prompted your cartoonist to por-
tray her in such an ugly fashion. After 
contacting a number of people who are 
knowledgeable about school district 
activities, I learned that this was not 
the case. 

The cartoon implies that she has no 
interest in the district's curricula, 
class sizes and testing scores. Does 
your cartoonist have evidence to sup-
port this? I realize that this cartoon 
appeared on the Opinion page but usu-
ally when someone gives an opinion, 
they also give evidence to support that 
opinion. The Observer has a reputa-
tion for fairness and I hope that this 
cartoon does not indicate a change in 
your approach. 

Barbara Church 
Canton 

• Columnist confused 
After reading Hugh Gallagher's col-

umn "Special interest groups drive 'cit-
izen' ballot initiatives" (Sept. 21 
Observer), I wonder whether he him-
self is confused, or is trying to confuse 
the Observer readers. 

Instead he should be writing a col-
umn titled "Special interest groups 
oppose 'citizen' ballot initiatives". I 
wonder whether those who oppose the 
citizen ballot initiatives are aware of 
the fact that it was in the dictatorial 
former Soviet Union (now defunct), 
where a small clique of Marxists ruled, 
the people had no say whatsoever how 
they were ruled; were not allowed to 
have ballot initiatives. 

Mr. Gallagher quotes David Broder's 
arguments to support his own biased, 
point of view. Broder's arguments 
regarding initiatives are conspicuously 
slanted, apparently to serve his and 
his favored faction purpose. 

It seems that according to him, the 
initiative process was good and desir-
able for the advancement of liberal, 
often unworthy causes, but is not good 
for decent, traditional, conservative 
causes no matter how worthy. 

Broder says that "our democracy is 
actually the triumph of special inter-. 
ests with big money over the best 
interest of the country." I agree with 
him on that, but I believe that he 
speaks for these special interests, 
entrenched, Marxist-like liberals, the 
fourth branch of government, domi-
nant over the other three, who look 
after their selfish interests more then 
the interests of the public and the 
country. 

Fortunately, there are still many of 
us who believe that in this country 
democratic processes still work. If a 
government by "special interests with 
big money" governs contrary to the 
best interest of the public and country 
the government by initiative is the 
most desirable alternative in a democ-
ratic system, despite the Broder's pre-
sent assertion that it is a wrong idea. 

Joseph Wira 
• Plymouth 

Your editorial against the school 
voucher proposal (Canton Observer, 
Sept. 21) was well argued. 

I think a lot of well meaning voters 
in Michigan believe that a yes vote on 
the proposal would simply mean giv-
ing kids in failing schools a chance to 
go to better schools. They are unaware 
that passing the proposal will allow all 
school districts in Michigan, whether 
they are failing or not, to vote in 
vouchers. 

Why would a school district with top 
quality schools vote in vouchers? Sim-
ply because vouchers would allow par-
ents to send their children to parochial 
schools and have the state pay the 
tuition. 

Janusz M. Szyszko 
Canton 

• Change the system 
So much wailing and gnashing of 

teeth by the opponents of schools of 
choice and the voucher system. 

I don't want my money to go to reli-
gious or private schools, they say. 
Well, think of the countless years peo-
ple with convictions have paid taxes 
subsidizing children at public schools, 
with no relief for non-usage. 

Doesn't their conscience bother them 
a little? It should. 

Public schools are a necessity for 
many, but not as a burden to those 
who choose otherwise. 

Rising demands means higher taxes 
and rising costs at religious and pri-
vate schools. 

Arguments that good schools raise 
home values. Well, that includes all 
schools, not just public. 

But when you add higher taxes and 
higher tuition costs at religious and 
private schools, who gets the best 
deal? 

The only failing in the proposed 
voucher system, I see is it should go to 
all children regardless of the school 
they choose. 

This means no exceptions whatever. 
Of course it will require a strict 
method of state accreditation, teacher 
qualifications, pupil performance, and 
results. 

This should make a real freedom of 
choice available to those who want it. 
Times change, so why not the system? 

Vladic Martin 
Redford Township 

• Forgotten history 
Those in favor of the voucher propos-

al seem to have forgotten our Ameri-
can history. The Founding Fathers 
went out of their way to assure that 
government money (our tax dollars) 
was never to be used to support pri-
vate or parochial education. 

The flip side of that is that most reli-
gious groups have long realized that to 
accept tax money makes it very likely 
that they would have to accept govern-
ment control and regulations. Neither 
Lansing nor any other government 
body just hands away dollars without 
demanding that you accept their rules. 
That's a short step to the state govern-
ment telling those private and 
parochial schools how and what they 
should teach. 

Instead of realizing the long run 
danger of this happening, the Catholic 
bishops and the religious* right see a 
short run chance to get our tax dollars, 
and, if they'll pardon the expression, 
"the h— with the consequences." 

I am a reasonably devout Catholic 

with 15 years of Catholic education to 
my credit, but I know tax money is to 
be spent for the common good, not pri-
vate schools. My parents made the 
choices needed to provide for the edu-
cation of my brothers and me. They 
never expected government help. And 
no wise American of any persuasion 
should consider voting for the voucher 
money grab. 

I am so angry at the waste of 
resources an shortsightedness of my 
church leaders that I am rescinding 
my pledge of dollars to the bishop's 
annual appeal. Diocesan money is now 
being wasted on expensive mailings 
that present half views of the truth 
about the voucher issue. My pledge 
will be redirected to my own local 
parish. 

Doug Koch 
Plymouth 

• Reform is here 
Real education reform is, for the 

first time, in the hands of Michigan 
parents and taxpayers. They're the 
ones who put Proposal 1 on the ballqt 
with a half-million signatures and 
they're the ones who will pass it on 
Nov. 7. 

Proposal 1 contains three common 
sense education reform provisions that'" 
will change education for the better. 
First, Proposal 1 protects each dis-
trict's per-child funding allowance 
from dropping below current levels. 
Second, Proposal 1 requires all teach-
ers to pass regularly administered 
examinations in their academic subject 
areas. Third, Proposed 1 will give a 
voucher to parents whose children are, 
trapped in schools that fail to graduate 
at least two-thirds of their students, so,.. 
they can send their children to a better 
performing non-public school. 

On Nov. 7 we can guarantee funding 
for our kids, guarantee that only the -'- I 
best teachers are instructing our kids, '^ 
and stop funding failure by allowing 
expanded educational choices for those ; 
families that need it the most. Propos-
al 1 will save our children by allowing • j 
parents and taxpayers to reform the 
system from the outside. 

Janice McPhail -
Plymouth 

S h a r e y o u r o p i n i o n s 
We welcome your letters to the 
editor. Please include your name, 
address and phone number for 
verification. We ask that your letters 
be 400 words or less. We may edit 
for clarity, space and content. 

Mail: 
Letters to the Editor 
Tedd Schneider 
Canton Observer 
794 South Main 
Plymouth, Ml 48170 

E-Mail: 
tschneider@oe.homecomm.net 

Fax: 
734-459-4224 
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Pro-voucher forces attempt to 
strangle debate on proposal 

I'm not at all surprised the anti-voucher folks 
arj? upset. The audacity of their opponents is 
breathtaking. 

First, a scheme is concocted to overturn the 
long-standing constitutional ban on use of public 
funds for religious and private schools. An expen-
sive campaign gets enough signatures to put the 

1' measure on the 
November ballot 
as Proposal 1. 
The effort is 
funded mainly 
by a bunch of 
wealthy Michi-
gan business-
men, including 
very conserva-
tive multimil-
lionaires 
Richard DeVos 
(Amway) and 
Tom Monaghan 
(Domino Pizza). 

Next, the 
Roman Catholic 
Church, which 

I stands to gain 
big time public funding for its network of 
parochial schools if the voucher plan passes, con-
tributes $750,000 to the campaign and mails ser-
mons supporting the plan to parish priests, 
together with instructions to read them on Sun-
days leading up to election day. 

Not surprisingly, local school officials, teachers 
unions and parent groups get organized in oppo-
sition. They start putting out the word that the 
voucher plan is nothing more than a disguised 
way to destroy Michigan's public schools. 

So the pro-voucher folks complain to Secretary 
of State Candice Miller that school officials and 
teachers unions are spending public money in 
violation of a recently passed election law. And 
they file a whole string of Freedom Of Informa-
tion Act requests to examine the materials the 
anti-voucher folks are putting out. Some districts 
have received as many as eight FOIA requests so 
far. 

Then the pro-voucher forces take the stuff they 
get under FOIA to Miller, who rules that some of 
the school folks may be guilty of illegally using 
public tax dollars to fight the voucher proposal. 
(Attentive readers may note that Candice Miller 
is herself a near-certain candidate in what looks 
like a very competitive race for the Republican 
nomination for governor in 2002. Whether her 
rulings in this matter have something to do with 
her own political interests in currying favor with 
important GOP constituencies is something I 
cannot assess.) 

Not surprisingly, the anti-voucher folks are 
cross. No, not cross; mad. "The purpose is to 
intimidate us into silence," says Livonia superin-
tendent, Kenneth Watson. Oakland Intermediate 
School District Deputy Superintendent Rick 

Simonson says the Secretary of State is tying the 
hands of school officials in trying to get factual 
information out to the public. That's a violation 
of educators' free speech rights, according to 
Huron Valley Superintendent Robert O'Brien, 
who believes teachers and school officials have 
"an obligation" to explain the impact of the 
voucher proposal on school districts. 

So the anti-voucher forces filed suit late last 
month, arguing that Miller's rulings under cam-
paign finance law are curtailing their free speech 
rights. Ingham County Judge Michael Harrison 
ruled last Thursday that public school officials 
are free to speak their minds about the voucher 

The pro-voucher forces have been 
trying their damdest to strangle 
public debate over their radical 

and far-reaching proposal. 

plan, but he refused to tell the Secretary of State 
to quit enforcing the campaign finance law. 

Who won seems to depend a lot on who's spin-
ning. However, Liz Boyd, spokeswoman for the 
Secretary of State, admitted she was "disappoint-
ed" by the judge's ruling, which differed from 
Miller's interpretation of the law in several 
respects. 

A public official in a policymaking role, accord-
ing to the judge's ruling, may express views on 
public policy issues, even if that involves some 
use of public resources. 

And the judge also ruled (again, in disagree-
ment with Miller) that when school districts dis-
tribute information about the voucher proposal, 
it does not have to be balanced. "There may be 
nothing against which to balance," Judge Harri-
son wrote. "It does not require anybody to have 
to propound both sides of an issue. It merely says 
(the information must be) factual." 

And Judge Harrison further ruled that school 
districts can distribute opinions about the vouch-
er plan in regularly published materials. A rou-
tine newsletter could contain comment, the judge 
said, but a one-time brochure would be out of 
bounds. 

The pro-voucher forces have been trying their 
darndest to strangle public debate over their rad-
ical and far-reaching proposal. Judge Harrison 
deserves a big pat on the back for leveling the 
playing field. 

Phil Power is chairman of HomeTown 
Communications Network Inc., the company 
thai owns this newspaper. He welcomes your 
comments, either by voice mail at (734) 953' 
2047, Ext. 1880, or by e-mail at ppower© 
homecomm. net 

Nursing home bill should be stopped 
Michigan agency, Consumer and Industry Ser-
vices (CIS), and they are not investigated or cor-
rected, the only recourse is to report them to 
HCFA; they takes action after a lengthy process 
to document these incidents. In many cases it 
has taken CIS 100 to more than 320 days to initi-
ate an investigation. 

The GAO report states that in one Michigan 
nursing home after 292 days, CIS had still not 
started an investigation of a complaint that 
alleged "resident developed pressure sores on 
both feet and had to have part of one leg ampu-
tated due to improper care of the sores." Sen. 
Abraham's bill prevents HCFA from investigat-
ing these types of alleged abuses and informing 
the public until the charges go through the legal 
process. It also discontinues HCFA's ability to 
immediately institute hew regulations to protect 
and care for the residents. 

In one Medicare fraud case against a large 
nursing home chain, the government's sentenc-
ing memorandum said they fabricated nursing 
cost figures based on set formulas designed to 
maximize profits which were backed by false doc-
uments, such as phony nurse sign-in sheets. 

The federal estimates put the total cost to 
Medicare in this case at $460 million and, when 
finalized, the deal paid only $175 million to 
resolve charges the company defrauded the 
Medicare system. 

Five nursing home chains have filed for bank-
ruptcy, including one firm with a claim from the 
U.S. Justice Department that they owe the gov-
ernment more that $1.3 billion. Much of that, the 
Justice Department charges, is due to fraudulent 
billings the company submitted to the govern-
ment for medical treatments. 

And we, the taxpayers, have reimbursed these 
companies for services that were never given to 
the residents. 

My grandfather died at 102 years-of-age after 
twenty-seven months of inadequate care in four 
different nursing homes. 

Nursing home residents need more enforce-
ment of laws and HCFA is often their last hope. 

We must demand that Sen. Abraham will no 
longer sponsor bill SB 2999, and that our legisla-
tors actively and aggressively fight to protect the 
vulnerable nursing home residents! After all, 
Sen. Abraham and the other legislators need to 
improve their possible future homes and the 
future homes of many of the US citizens. 

James Wilson and Cathie Wallace 

-•Michigan residents have the opportunity to 
protect people living in nursing homes from 
neglect, abuse, and in some cases, death in facili-
ties and also reduce Medicare fraud across the 
United States. 

Eighty to 85 percent of the people who enter a 
nursing home as private pay residents become 
Medicare and Medicaid recipients. 

We must stop bill SB 2999 from becoming a 
law, because it will allow nursing homes to 

neglect and 
abuse resi-
dents while 
the owners 
continue 
receiving and 
earning 
interest on 
Medicare 
overpay-
ments. 

It will have 
an impact on 
nearly 1.8 
million 
Americans 
living in 

17,000-plus nursing homes. 
This number is expected to increase to 2.9 mil-

lion by 2020. U.S. Sen. Spencer Abraham has 
sponsored bill SB 2999, called the "Health Care 
Provider Bill of Rights," more aptly dubbed by 
citizen advocates as the "Nursing Homes' and 
Hospitals' Bill of Rights." 

It strips the Health Care Finance Administra-
tion (HCFA), the U.S. health care regulatory 
agency, of its power to investigate and enforce 
the federal regulations governing Medicare to 
protect nursing home residents. It also weakens 
the False Claims Act that now forces nursing 
homes that have fraudulently billed Medicare to 
improve their care of neglected residents, and 
allows criminal investigations of these facilities. 

The U.S. General Accounting Office (GAO) 
stated in its March 1999 report that "surveys 
conducted in the nation's 17,000-plus nursing 
homes in recent years showed that each year, 
more than one-fourth of the homes had deficien-
cies that caused actual harm to residents or 
placed them at risk of death or serious injury. 

The most frequent violations causing actual 
harm included inadequate prevention of pressure 
sores, failure to prevent accidents, and failure to 
assess residents' needs and provide appropriate 
care." 

The elderly and younger disabled residents 
confined to these facilities are a highly vulnera-
ble population. 

If abuse and neglect cases are reported to the 

Using tax money 
for campaigns 
becomes hot issue 

Mike Malott 

"Hey, I thought we decided to outlaw (muffle) 
the use of taxpayer dollars (muffle) to influence 
the outcome of elections (muffle, muffle, muffle) 

You've probably heard the ads that the organi-
zation known as Let Local Votes Count is running 
on the radio in support of Proposal 2. They're 
hilarious. A voter begins to speak out on some 
local issue when an unseen hand covers his 
mouth, blotting out what he has to say. 

If the ad itself isn't impressive enough, certainly 
the number of times it gets played on the air 
ought to be. 

"We voted for you," the voter says, "not some 
lobbyist in Lansing." 

Of course, it fails to mention one important fact 
- senators and representatives who make up the 
Legislature in Lansing are elected by voters, too. 

One thing those lawmakers really need to do 
when they get back into session after the election 
is address the issue of using taxpayer money to 
campaign for or against ballot issues. It has 
become a hot topic this year. And well it should 
be. When I pay taxes to the government, I intend 
them to be used for services and programs, not to 
give officials cash to further their agenda at the 
ballot box. 

State lawmakers outlawed the use of public 
resources by government officials to influence 
elections in 1996. Before that, it was judged to be 
out-of-bounds only as a result of Attorney General 
opinions, so the prohibition was weak and enforce-
ment was virtually non-existent. 

This year, the Secretary of State's office has 
attempted to crack down. The effort is making 
headlines because we have two proposals on the 
November ballot that affect the way government 
officials do their work - Proposal 1, to create 
school vouchers, and Proposal 2, which would 
require a two-thirds vote from the Legislature on 
any law that "intervenes" in local government. 

Readers have likely heard more about the issue 
as it relates to Proposal 1. Pro-voucher folks have 
filed 17 complaints against school districts over 
things like publishing newsletters and press 
releases, pretty minor stuff. When it ended up in 
court, a judge sided with the school officials. 

The bigger issue is the question of how the 

Local Votes folks are paying for their campaign. 
When Let Local Votes Count filed its campaign 
finance statement in September, it had received 2; 
almost $900,000. Most of it came directly out of 
the accounts of the Michigan Municipal League, 
$521,000. Where does the MML get its money? .j 
The largest single chunk comes from membership 
dues. Who pays those dues? Municipal govern-
ments, out of taxpayer-funded budgets. The MML ; 
argues that dues actually constitute only about a 
quarter of its annual budget. The rest comes from-;,-
fees for services, such as hosting seminars. But ,I-T 
who buys those services? Mostly municipalities, {. 
one would have to assume. v-,.* 

Most of the cash the MML has turned over to 
Local Votes - $514,000 - was labeled as a "loan."; oi 
The top brass at the MML, who also run the Local ; j 
Votes organization, say it will all be paid back 
later. j*; 

I'm skeptical.. From February through Sep tem-? } 
ber, the group had managed to raise only $79,000.% ̂  
The remainder - $300,000 - was a loan from the f 
Bank of Ann Arbor, which also has to be paid •, <b 
back. And it's difficult to imagine that much cash -if 
being generated in the last month of the cam-
paign. Debts are routinely "forgiven" rather than n* 
being paid off. It happens all.the time. So it would 
be easy for that $514,000 to become a donation ;?j 
after the fact. -;H 

Of course, tfris is all legal. Once cash is paid out 
by a municipal government, it is no longer considnO 
ered to be public money. Michigan's previous (rc 
Attorney General and the courts both reached 
that conclusion. You wouldn't prohibit another - r. 
service-provider, just because he or she took pay-
ment from a municipality, from participation in 
the elections process. IV 

On the other hand, it isn't hard to imagine how 
municipal officials, with decision-making authori-
ty over taxpayer-funded budgets, might abuse the>-
system by funneling money into another organiza-
tion where they also ultimately make the deci- . ^ 
sions on how those funds are to be spent. •>>. 

"a 
Mike Malott reports on the local implica- v 

Hons of state and regional events. He can be 
reached by phone at (248) 634-8219 or by e 
mail at mmalott@homecomm.net 
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Play Wheel To Wheels slots 
for your chance to win a 

progressive jackpot OR the 
ultimate prize — a 2001 Chrysler 

PT Cruiser! You can win the jackpot 
by lining up the correct symbols on the 

reels OR win a 2001 Chrysler PT Cruiser with any fucky coin in. 
So.cruise on down today and play! 

Cathie Wallace and James E. Wilson are 
co-director? of A Coalition for The Improve-
ment Of Nursing homes (ACTION), a Livo-
nia-based group. The married couple live 
in Westland. 
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MGM GRAND. 
D E T R O I T C A S I N O 

If you bet more than you can afford to lose, you've got 
a problem. Call 1-800-270-7117 for confidential help. 

M G M Grand is a registered trademark of Metro-GoIdwyn 

Mayer Lion Corporation. Copyright M G M Grand Detroit, . . . • 

LLC. Must be 2 1 years or older to play. Limited time offer. All applicable taxes, fees and licenses are the responsibility o' the winner. 

2 0 0 1 Chrysler. PT Cruiser Package 28G. Employees of M G M Grans Detroit Casino are ineligible. B 
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Kirksey will work to increase bus 
BY RICHARD PEARL 
STAFF WRITER 
rpearI@oe.homecomm.net 

The new head of the Wayne 
County Transit Authority says 
he welcomes the chal lenge of 
b e t t e r i n g t h e region 's pub l ic 
transportation. 

The challenge, said Livonia 
Mayor J a c k E. Kirksey, is in 
both increas ing bus r idersh ip 
whi le also work ing to avoid 
potential pitfalls and problems. 

Kirksey on Sept. 13 was unan-
imously elected chairman of the 
10-member WCTA board just six 
riionths after being voted a seat 
oil the board. 

The Wayne County T r a n s i t 
Au tho r i ty is t he legal e n t i t y 
e s t a b l i s h e d by the county in 
1995 as both the policy-making 
fepard for the county's portion of 
t h e s u b u r b a n bus s y s t e m 
SMART ( S u b u r b a n Mobi l i ty 
Authority for Regional Trans-
portat ion) and collector of the 
l*/3-mill property tax for operat-
ing it. 

As WCTA chair, Kirksey also 
gets a seat on the SMART board 
of directors. 

Kirksey also serves as chair-
man - until ye.ar's end' - of the 
(Conference of Western Wayne 
(iCWW) and recen t ly b e c a m e 
cjiair of a newly organized coun-
ty arts and culture council. 
-^Kirksey called his WCTA elec-
tion "an unexpected honor" and 
Stated, "I appreciate the opportu-
nity to serve in this capacity." 
•r*He said he is "delighted with 
t he prospec t of being able to 
work" with fellow board mem-
be r s "and do w h a t I can to 
improve public transit." 

He aims "to continue to work 
towards improved and enhanced 
public transportation, both local-
ly and across the metropolitan 
area." 

More bus runs 
"As Livonia ' s mayor , he ' s 

already been involved in tha t : 
Recent improvements to Livo-
nia's local transportation include 
increasing the number of total 
SMART b u s runs , e x t e n d i n g 
routes to Laurel Park Mall, the 
Livonia Mall and to Schoolcraft 
Communi ty College,- and also 
increased service on Plymouth 
Road - b u s e s now r u n every 
half-hour as opposed to hourly, 
he said. 

Also, "We created some new 
bus lines in Livonia the last cou-
ple of years by working with the 
SMART people," the mayor said, 
noting, "They've been very help-

Halloween 
Festival set 
for Oct. 21 

Children are invited to come in 
costume to the e ighth, a n n u a l 
Wayne County Parks Halloween 
festival on Saturday, Oct. 21, in 
Westland. 

Halloween Fest 2000, sched-
uled 1-3 p.m. at the Hines Park 
Nankin Mills picnic area , will 
offer free games and activities, 
entertainment and a candy hunt. 
Hayrides also will be available, 
for 50 cents per person. 

The Nankin Mills picnic area 
is on Hines Drive eas t of Ann 
Arbor Trail. For more informa-
tion, call (734) 261-1990. 

ful in bringing a workforce into 
Livonia" to both the new Millen-
nium Park industrial and retail 
a rea a t Middlebelt and Inter-
state 96 and also to the Livonia 
Mall. 

In addition, he noted, "We've 
launched own local bus system 
(Livonia Communi ty Trans i t ) 
that filled a dire need" for resi-
dents needing door-to-door ser-
vice both in Livonia and neigh-
boring communities. For a flat 
fee, seniors and the disabled can 

travel anywhere in Livonia. 

Commuter buses 
LCT operates four commuter-

type buses, each seating 22 peo-
ple, for which Livonia paid 20 
cen t s on t h e dol la r , Ki rksey 
noted. 

Regionally, Kirksey said, he 
will be monitoring new construc-
tion developments in downtown 
Detroit tha t could involve recon-
f i g u r i n g s t r e e t s a round t h e 
Renaissance Center. 

That "could beproblematic for 
publ ic t r ans i t ^ in t h a t b u s e s 
would not be able to penetrate as 
deeply" into the city. 

"They may have to stop well 
short of the (work) destination of 
many riders," he said, describing 
it as "a potentially very serious 
problem" for those forced to find 
o the r t r a n s p o r t a t i o n to t h e i r 
jobs. 

O t h e r w i s e , K i r k s e y sa id 
WCTA will con t inue w o r k i n g 
with SMART to replace its aging 

fleet and to continue lobbying in 
Washington, D.C., "for funds to 
make all this happen." 

Regarding the recent addition 
of two stops in Redford Township 
that angered some Livonia Park 
N Ride customers, Kirksey said 
Livonia arranged a meeting with 
SMART executives and believes 
the meeting helped those affect-
ed to understand "it was the best 
SMART could do at the time." 

SMART sa id i t was done to 
counteract a decline in ridership. 

Jack Kirksey; Livonia 
mayor 

Every th ing we know 
about te lecommunica t ions 
is now located at 

32800 John R. Rd. 

C O M E T O T H E G R A N D O P E N I N G O F T H E 

A T & T S T O R E I N M A D I S O N H E I G H T S 

T H I S S A T U R D A Y . O C T O B E R i 4 1 H . 

AT&T Regional Adv.int. i j jc Plan 

$29" 
a month 

120 + 500 = 620 $29" 
a month Included Additional Total 

Anytime Minutes Night & Weekend Hinutes 
(every month) Minutes (every (every month (every month) 

month for your 
f irst 12 months) 

for your f irst 
12 months) 

A D D I T I O N A L P L A N S AVAILABLE 

All p l a n s inc lude VoiceMail a n d T e x t Messag ing a t n o e x t r a m o n t h l y c h a r g e . 

Get up to 500 additional night and weekend 

m i n u t e s e v e r y m o n t h f o r a full year, a n d a $50 

mai l - in r e b a t e w i th a p u r c h a s e of a N o k i a 8260 

Digital multi-network wireless phone when you 

sign up for any AT&T Regional Advantage Plan. 

But at our new store, you won't just find ways 

to save money. You'll find answers. About 

everything from going wireless to getting on 

the Internet and much more. All backed with 

128 years of telecommunications experience 

that you could only expect from AT&T, 

Which probably makes us the oldest new kids 

Mar ine City An t iques 
Appraisal Fair 

Saturday; Oct. 14 
10 am - 5 pm 

at the 
Antiques Warehouse 

105 Fairbanks La Marine City 
Come and find out what your 

antiques and/or family heirlooms are worth! 

$5.00 per item- one item at a time 
Sponsored by 

Marine City Chamber of Commerce 
(810) 765-4501 B1004902 

www.att.com/wireless/ 

PHONES BY NOKIA 
CONNECTING PEOPLE 

ever to show up on your block. 

WIRELESS FROM AT&T. 

YOUR W O R L D . CLOSE AT H A N D . AT&T 

Since 1984 
'RIZEMC. 

17" COLOR MONITOR 
VIDEO CARD 8 MB AGP 
52XCDROM DRIVE 
15.3 Gig HARD DRIVE 
64 Meg MEMORY 
Floppy/Keyboard/Mouse 
Sound Card & Speakers 
WINDOWS 98 
3YEAR WARRANTY 

CELERON-533 $860 
CELERON-667 $900 
PENTIUM III 600 $855 
PENTIUM*lfi 667 $980 
PENTIUM-III733 $885 
PENTIUM-III866 $1195 

, PENTIUM-lli933 $1375 
• S o f t w r e • Accessor ies • Service • Delivery • Financing • Leasing 

w 
MAIMUI 

13973 MIDDLEBELT, UVONIA 
(734)427-0102 

FAX: 734-427-7766 
... www.computerize.com t,ioo«4iH 

AT&T Wireless Services Stores 

Madison Heights 
32800 John R. Rd. 

248-589-2770 

Ann Arbor 
926 W. Eisenhower Pkwy. 

248 372-7901 

Auburn Hills 
3922 Baldwin Rd. 

248 745-3806 

Birmingham 
34200 Woodward Ave. 

248 372-7939 

Canton 
43241 Ford Rd. 

734 981-2107 

Dearborn 
22137 Michigan Ave. 

248 372-7991 

Detroit 
2660 E. Jefferson 

313 961-5424 

Lathrup Village 
27631 Southfield Rd. 

248 372-7921 

Novi 
43267 Crescent 

Blvd. 

248 372-7981 

Boseville 
31902 Gratiot 

248 372-7911 

Utiea 
13307 Hall Rd. 

248 372-7931 

Business Sales Office 
26877 Northwestern Hwy! Suite 208 

888 839-4650 , 

Irnporiaru Infor ©2000 AT&T. AT&T Digital Advantage and AT&T Regional Advantage Calling Plans require credit approval and $25 activation fee, annual contract, a cancellation fee of up to $ i 20, a Digital multi-network 
phone and subscription to AT&T Wireless Services long distance. Regional Advantage plans require that the end user's principle residence be within an eligible AT&T digital wireless network. Rates 

do not apply to credit card calls. Domestic calling only. Airtime for each call is rounded up to the next full minute. Charges for additional minutes vary depending upon the plan you choose and'are set forth in your Calling Plan 
brochure. Other charges, surcharges and taxes may apply. Coverage available in most areas. Digital PCS features not available in all areas. Subject to terms of wireless service agreement and calling plan brochure. Promotion is available 
to new activations only on AT&T Digital Advantage and AT&T Regional Advantage Calling Plans $29.99 monthly and above. Included and promotional minutes cannot be carried over to any other month. Promotional minutes apply only 
to airtime used in your Home Calling Area, applicable long distance charges additional.Wireless long distance and roaming charges are set forth in your Calling Plan brochure. If you migrate to another calling plan during the first year 
of service you may lose your eligibility for the additional minutes. Included and promotional minutes cannot be carried over to any other month. Nights airtime is from 8:00 pm to 6:59 am Monday - Friday and weekends, beginning 
at 12 a.m. Saturday through 11:59 p.m Sunday, plus select holidays, including New Year's Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, Thanksgiving and Christmas. Limited time offer, may not be combined with any other promotion. Other 
restrictions may apply. 500 additional night/weekend package expires 10/31/00. Nokia Mail-In Rebate: One rebate per purchase of a Nokia 6260 Digital multi-network phone and wireless service activation with AT&T. Must remain on 
service from AT&T for 30 days to be eligible. Nokia provides rebate in the form of an ATM Rebate Card. See Nokia mail-in rebate coupon for full terms and conditions.Void where prohibited. Nokia mail-in rebate expires 11/12/00. 

mailto:rpearI@oe.homecomm.net
http://www.att.com/wireless/
http://www.computerize.com
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Kids will be 
"KIDS!" if you 
allow them to 

K ids are great. "KIDS!" are horrid. 

A decora to r came to my home 
recently. She brought her "sweet" 
daughter. (Oh, joy.) 

Sweetie wanted to play wi th my 
computer. (NOT!) Mom assured me 
that Sweetie was very good. (Possibly, 
but the answer is still "NO.") Sweetie 
w h i n e d , pouted , nagged . (Tough, 
Sweetie. You're not touching my com-
puter.) Meanwhile, Mom installed a 
valance. 

"Do you have a husband," Sweetie 
asked. 

"Not any more," I replied. 
"Why?" 
"I got rid of him." 
"Why?" 
"He wanted to play with my com-

puter." 
Sweetie was suddenly hungry. Mom 

explained that Sweetie often became 
hungry at odd times, such as at bed-
time. "But, I don't think it's on pur-
pose to 

avoid going to bed," Mom cooed. 
(Hellooo. Anybody home?) 

Sweetie stomped to the living room. 
Pa the t ic , whimper ing commenced. 
Mom oozed concern because "She usu-
ally doesn't cry, this is serious." 

(Oh, yeah. Right.) 
"What's the matter, Sweetie?" 
"I'm afraid." 
"Afraid of what, Sweetie?" 
"This house scares me." 
"What's scary, Sweetie?" 
"Whine, mumble, sniffle, whine, 

mumble." 

Watching TV 
Mom suggested watching cartoons. 

We went into the TV room and turned 
on the set. With a demonic gleam in 
h e r eyes, Sweet ie s n a t c h e d t h e 
remote and aimed it at the TV like a 
Swat Team member during a raid. 
She s t a b b e d in cable TV c h a n n e l 
numbers, which don't work without 
cable. 

Sweetie didn't wan t to watch TV. 
She wan ted to call someone. Mom 
asked if Sweetie could use my phone. 
(Yeah, OK. Maybe Sweetie will stop 
whining for a nanosecond.) 

Sweetie jammed her fingers in her 
ears and scrunched up her face. 

"What's wrong, Sweetie?" 
"The Barney Song! The B a r n e y 

Song!" she wailed. "I don't like Bar-
ney!" 

"But, you used to like Barney." 
"I don't like him anymore!" Sweetie 

snarled, stomping her foot. 
Mom gave me a weak smile. With 

her eyes, she pleaded for me to turn 
off the TV. She gently guided Sweetie 
to the phone. Sweetie made her call, 
bu t reached an answering machine 
and pouted. 

Kiddie fingers 
While Mom hung pictures, Sweetie 

whined and picked up every crystal 
i tem on the glass coffee table. She 
handled the items carelessly over the 
table and tried to peel the felt from 
the bottom of one piece. I snapped ... 
twang! 

"DON'T DO THAT!" Swee t ie 
stared at me, stunned. Obviously, no 
one had ever uttered those words to 
her before. Mom sweetly explained 
that the felt protected the table. But, 
Mom d idn ' t say, " P u t i t back." I 
glared at Sweetie; she put the crystal 
down. 

Mom finished, packed her tools and 
s t a r t e d loading he r van. Sweet ie 
picked up a hand-blown glass candle-
ho lde r f rom a n o t h e r t ab le . When 
Mom r e t u r n e d , she told Sweet ie , 
reluctantly, to stop touching things. 
Sweetie pouted. She wanted to make 
another call and lunged for the phone. 
(NOT!) I told them I had limited ser-
vice, which I do. Sweetie pouted and 
stomped to the van. Good! Sweetie 
was gone and that's the only way that 
"KID!" will ever be any good ... gone. 

There are kids and then there are 
"KIDS!" 

Beverly Len is a Livonia resident 
who writes for the Observer Newspa-
pers. Have your experiences with kids 
been positive or negative? Are there 
kids and then there are "KIDS!"? Send 
comments to Kiniberly Mortson, 36251 
Schoolcraft, Livonia, MI 48150 or e-
mail kmort8on@oe.homecomm.net 
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Good S a m a r i t a n : Operation Christmas Child, an outreach ofNorthRidge Church Missions, is led by 
Canton resident Karen Williams (above). The project calls for individuals or families to fill shoe 
boxes with toys, personal items and school supplies, which are then sent to needy children all over 
the world. The Plymouth Baptist church serves as a relay center in the Wayne County area. 

Church collects gift-filled, shoe boxes 
for needy children around the world 

I t o w i t a P a e k 

S h @ # B @ i i i f f t 

shoe.. iX>'*> 

BY KIMBERLY A. MORTSON 
STAFF WRITER 
kmortson@oe.homecomm.net 

You'd be surprised at the amount 
of joy children t h r o u g h o u t the 
world have received from the gift 

of a shoe box. Not an ordinary shoe box 
but one filled wi th toys, candy and 
school supplies from caring people in 
the United States as part of Operation 
OriristmaH Child. 

With t he backing of S a m a r i t a n ' s 
Purse, Operation Christmas Child has 
touched the lives of more t h a n nine 
million children in 65 countries around 
the world with gift-filled shoe boxes. 

For the fourth year in a row, North-
Ridge Church in Plymouth will serve 
as a relay center for individuals, fami-
lies, businesses, churches and service 
organizat ions who wish to fill shoe 
boxes wi th age appropr ia te gifts for 
children from as far away as Swaziland 
and Belize. 

S a m a r i t a n ' s Pur se is a Chr i s t i an 
relief and evangel ism organ iza t ion 
founded by Franklin Graham, son of 
evangelist Billy Graham. With process-
ing centers in Los Angeles, Minneapo-
lis, Denver, Atlanta and North Caroli-
na, Operat ion Chr i s tmas Child ha s 
continued to thrive since its inception 

• 'This is a very do-able pro-
ject before the rush of the 
holidays.' 

Karen Williams 
—Operation Christmas Project leader 

at NorthRidge Church , Plymouth 

in 1993 when 28,000 boxes were dis-
tributed. La&t year approximately 3.1 
million shoe boxes made it into the 
hands of underprivileged children over-
seas. 

"Operation Chr is tmas Child is an 
outreach of NorthRidge Missions, led 
by Karen Williams, t h a t allows our 
people the opportunity to put together 
shoe boxes filled with toys, goodies and 
personal i tems t h a t are then sent to 
chi ldren all over the world. These 
packages are then used by local pastors 
to help them share the good news of 
Jesus with the people in their area," 
said D. J. West, pastor of mission and 
community outreach at NorthRidge. 

Meaningful mission 
Williams, a Canton r e s iden t who 

actively participates in her Plymouth 
Church, finds her involvement exciting 
and humbling, "It is a privilege to be a 

part of something of this nature," said 
Williams, who leads the outreach mis-
sion a t N o r t h R i d g e C h u r c h . "The 
extent to which this organization tar-
gets children worldwide is really mov-
ing. The boxes have made it to war-
torn Kosovo and to Honduras where 
Hurricane Mitch destroyed everything 
in its path." 

For t h e second yea r in a row 
Williams in Set'; (\£ tllC project that 
not only involves the families of North-
Ridge but appeals throughout commu-
nities and denominations in southeast-
ern Michigan. 

"I l iked the i d e a of t h i s p ro jec t 
because i t was some th ing a fami ly 
could do together or a way for parents 
to introduce a hands-on approach to 
he lp ing those less f o r t u n a t e , " sa id 
Williams, who involved her two chil-
dren last year and will do so again this 
holiday season. "This is a very do-able 
project before the rush of the holidays." 

The kick-off for the Operation Christ-
mas Child program is Sunday, Oct. 29. 
Boxes will be accepted from that Sun-
day u n t i l Nov. 17 a t N o r t h R i d g e 
Church in Plymouth before they are 
sh ipped to a col lec t ion cen t e r in 
Brighton and then onto the processing 
center in Minneapolis. 

Find an empty shoe box. You 
can wrap it — lid separately — i f 

i you would like, but wrapping is-

> not required. 
Decide whether your gi f t will.; 

be for a boy or a girl and the ag£-
. category: 2-4, 5-9 or 10-14. Cut," 
,\ out the appropriate label from the 
\ back of the brochure, tape it on'' 

the top of your box and mark the-' 
correct age category. Labels cab-
be p r in ted f rom the Web s i te 
www.samaritan.org 

j Fill the box with a variety o f . 
gifts. In a separate envelope you" 
may enclose a note to the child' 
and a photo of yourself or youri 
family. If you include your name" 
and address the child may wrife--
you back. 

Suggested gifts: 
w J ' Toys - small cars, bails, dolls, stuffed ani-' 
^ mais, plastic kazoos, harmonicas, yo-yos,. 

small Etch A Sketch, toys that light up or; 
make ' n o i s e (w i th ex t ra batter ies^-,* 
Slinky, etc. 

i \ f ' School supp l i es - pens, penc i l s and-
^ sharpener, crayons/markers, stamps and, 

ink pad sets, stickers, coloring books, ; 
writing pads or paper, solar calculators, 
etc, 
Hygiene items - toothbrush, toothpaste, 
soap, comb, washcloth, etc. 
Other - hard candy, lollipops, mints, gunv 
sunglasses, flashlights with extra batter-
ies, ball caps, socks, t-shirts, toys jewel-
ry sets, hair-clips, watches, small picture 
books, etc. 

Samaritan's Purse asks that you DO NOT 
include the following items: used Items, war-
related items (guns, knives, etc.), perishable 
i tems (chocolate, canned foods, crackers, 
etc.) , l iquids (shampoo, lo t ions, bubbles, 
etc.), medicines (vitamins, cough drops, oint-
ment, etc.), breakable items (mirrors, china 
dolls, etc.). 

IMPORTANT: Enclose $5 or more in the 
attached envelope and put it inside your shoe 
box to help cover the sh ipp ing and other 
costs. Please place the envelope so it is 
clearly visible on top of the gift i tems. Place a 
rubber band around your box and lid. 

Checks are recommended ra the r t han 
cash. If you're packing more than one box, 
you can make on combined donation in a sin-
gle envelope. Gifts are tax deductible to the 
full extent allowed by law. 

The collection center nearest you is North-
Ridge Church, .49555 North Territorial, west 
of Beck Road in Plymouth Township. You can 
also ship your box to: Samaritan's Purse, 8 0 1 
Bamboo Road, P.O. Box 3000 , Boone, NC 
28607. 

N o r t h R i d g e p a r i s h i o n e r M a r k 
Holmes, a resident of Garden City, will 
make a r r angemen t s aga in th i s year 

P l ea se see GIFTS, B2 

Shelter strives to send families home 
BY BEVERLY A. LEN 
SPECIAL WRITER 

By a nasty twist of fate or a string 
of bad luck, they are homeless and so 
are their children. They are from the 
Grosse Pointes, Livonia, Detroit, West-
land, throughout Wayne County and 
throughout Michigan. They are the 
residents of the Wayne County Family 
Center. 

Tucked behind the imposing main 
building of the old Eloise Psychiatric 
Hosp i t a l , on Michigan Avenue in 
West l and , the center is one of t h e 
largest shelters for homeless families 
in Michigan. 

"Children are the key to eligibility," 
said Cynthia Haberman, director. The 
center accepts one and two-parent fam-
ilies and pregnant women. In partner-
ship wi th Wayne County, Lu the ran 
Social Services of Michigan now cares 
for 27 adults with a tota l of 72 chil-
dren. The center is filled to capacity. 

"Our focus is to keep families togeth-
er," said Haberman. "Unlike most shel-
ters, we provide each family with one 
private room, with a lock and key." 

Donated beds with donated sheets 
and blankets are the only furnishings. 
The rooms aren't pretty, but they are 
clean and comfortable. And, for now, 
they are home. Here, parents can be 
with the i r children to cuddle them, 
read to them, make them feel safe. 

Fires, evictions, domestic violence 
and other adversities don't fit neatly 
into a nine-to-five time frame. Incom-
ing families are accepted 24 hours a 
day, 7 days a week as long as there is 
space available. 

Once a family comes to the center, all 

Cuddles: Wayne 
County Family 
Center day care 
director Monique 
Thompson cud-
dles a preschool-
er in the Kid-
Zone. Children 
can stay there 
while their par-
ents work or 
attend school. 

BEVERLY LEN 

of their needs are taken care of for up 
to two years, providing the family fol-
lows the program and makes progress. 
However , t h e ave rage s t a y is two 
months. 

The program includes job counseling, 
training and placement, education and 
GED testing, parenting classes, sup-
p o r t groups , ind iv idua l and group 
counseling, relocation services and 
much more. 

Sharing responsibilities 
It is not a free ride. As part of the 

job-training program, residents work 
in the kitchen, the day care center and 
building maintenance, as well as main-
ta in ing the i r own rooms. Residents, 
who are employed, must save 85 per-
cent of their wages. 

There are many myths and precon-
ceived beliefs about homelessness. Typ-
ical beliefs are that all homeless people 
are alcoholics, drug addicts, inner city 

welfare recipients or just too lazy to get 
a job. T h a t ' s not t r u e , according to 
Haberman. Although people in all of 
those categories are among the home-
less, most are single mothers with two 
or more children. They have, or had, 
low-paying jobs and no backup sup-
port. If one of their children gets sick, 
there's no one to care for it; the mother 
doesn't go to work and gets fired. Bills 
s t ack up , they ge t evicted — i t ' s a 
vicious downward spiral. 

"With our p r o g r a m s , we w a n t to 
break the cycle," Haberman said. Most 
of the families at the center have done 
a lot of 'couch hopping. ' After losing 
their home, they may have stayed with 
relatives, friends, or lived in a motel or 
even a car . Many have large ut i l i ty 
bills le f t over f rom the i r last home, 
which makes it impossible to secure 
another residence. The center offers 
assistance in planning finances, with 
emphasis on the proper use of credit 

and budgeting. The mandatory saving^ 
helps pay outstanding utility bills and 
provides the funds necessary to obtaili 
p e r m a n e n t hous ing . R e s i d e n t s a r | 
encouraged to stay at the center until 
they are debt fr«.e. This m a k e s t he 
transition to self-& afficiency easier and 
more likely to be s iccessful. I 

The impact of a : lomeless lifestyle oft 
children can be profound. j 

Striking a balance jj 
"Our main priority is to get the chil-

dren stabilized," Haberman said. "Our 
KidZone is a licensed childcare center 
where children can s tay while their 
pa ren t works , looks for hous ing of1 

employment or attends school." Man|r 
of the younger chi ldren a r e behinli 
developmentally, because of the insta-
bility in t he i r shor t l ives. KidZone 
he lps t h e m ca tch u p or a t l e a s ! 
improve. | 

"And, t he i r p a r e n t s don ' t have t& 
worry about t he i r chi ld 's sa fe ty , ojjr 
whether they're being fed or if they're 
sick," Haberman added. With equijf-
ment donated by World Medical Relief 
a storage room was recently converted 
into a small health clinic. Now children 
and adults receive needed medical care 
on site. 

Homeless chi ldren t end to have a 
higher incidence of a s t h m a t h a n "do 
mainstream children, as well as other 
health problems. Dr. Terry Joiner, a 
volunteer from the Ypsilanti Pediatric 
Clinic, provides regular medical care 
for the children every Friday. With the 
exception of inhalers, Staff members 
dispense all medications, even aspirin. 

P l ea se see SHELTER, B2 

mailto:kmort8on@oe.homecomm.net
mailto:kmortson@oe.homecomm.net
http://www.samaritan.org
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FUNDRAISING & BENEFITS 
ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS 
The Wayne Chapter of the Bar-
bershop Harmony Society is sell-
ing 2001 Entertainment Books 
in support of Heartspring - a 
special needs school in Wichita 
for children with speech and . 
hearing impairments. To make a 
purchase call Gary (734) 981-
6342. Books are $40. Free deiiv-
Hy-
ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS 
The Senior Jet Setters of Divine 
S&vior Church are selling 2001 
Entertainment Books. Call Mike 
(734) 464-1263 or Dolores (734) 
464-0369. 
RUMMAGE SALE 
A rummage sale will be held at 
St.'Paul Lutheran Church 
(20805 Middlebelt) Oct. 12-13 
from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Bag sale 
Oct? 14 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Light lunch and bake sale. 

PUMPKIN SALE 
The fourth annual Pumpkin 
Patch Sale, sponsored by the 
youth of Orchard United 
Methodist Church, 30450 Farm-

ington Road, between 13 and 14 
Mile roads, will begin Friday, 
Oct. 13. It will be open daily 
from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. through 
Oct. 31. There will be a variety 
of shapes and size and prices of 
pumpkins including miniature 
pumpkins and gourds. The pro-
ceeds will help support the 
Senior High Youth Group's Mis-
sion trip. Call (248) 626-3620. 

MAKING STRIDES 
Metro Detroiters are invited to 
join the American Cancer Soci-
ety on Oct. 14 to participate in 
the third annual "Making 
Strides Against Breast Cancer" 
walk on Detroit's Belle Isle. Reg-
istration begins at 8 a.m. and 
the walk starts at 9 a.m. Call 
(248) 557-5353 for information. 
RACING COLLECTIBLES 
A racing collectibles show will be 
held from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Oct. 
14 at Harris-Kehrer VFW Post 
3323 (1055 S. Wayne Road at 
Avondale). Admission is $2. 
Under 12 free. Proceeds for 
Michigan Vietnam Monument. 

VEGAS NIGHT 
The Ushers of St. Richard Parish 
will hold a Vegas Night from 7 
p jn . to midnight Oct. 14 in the 
parish social hall (35637 Cherry 
Hill two blocks west of Wayne 
Road). Admission is one dollar. 
Games include Black Jack, Big 
Wheel, Craps, Beat the Dealer 
and Roulette. 
MOM TO MOM SALE 
The St. Edith/St. Kenneth's 
MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers) 
Mom's Sale will be held from 9 
a.m. to noon Oct. 14 at St. 
Edith's Parish Hall, (located just 
south of Five Mile on Newburgh 
Road). Rent a table at the sale 
and turn your child/children's 
gently used items into cash. 
Come to the sale to find items for 
your nursery and child's needs. 
To reserve a table call (734) 266-
6182. . 

DAR CHAPTER MEETING 
The Daughters of the American 
Revolution, Sarah Ann Cochrane 
Plymouth-Northville Chapter 
will meet Oct. 16 at noon for a 

sandwich luncheon and guest 
speaker "How is Your Diet and 
Health?" presented by a local 
nutritionist. All DAR members 
and prospective members are 
welcome. Meet at Shirl Hering's 
home (8848 Quail Circle) Ply-
mouth. Call Doris Richard for 
questions (734) 453-4425. 

ST. MEL WOMEN'S CLUB 
St. Mel Women's Club will hold a 
Halloween luncheon card party 
from noon to 4 p.m. Tuesday, 
Oct. 17. St. Mel's Activity Build-
ing (7506 Inkster Road - north of 
Warren). Maurice salad, rolls, 
butter, dessert, coffee/tea. Men 
welcome. Donation $10. Door 
prizes and raffle. Call (313) 274-
0684 for tickets. 
CHARITY SHOPPING 
Liz Claiborne Inc.'s Seventh 
Annual Charity Shopping Day in 
recognition of National Domestic 
Violence Awareness Month will 
be held Oct. 19 at Somerset Col-
lection in Troy (Liz. Claiborne 
and Elisabeth stores) and 
Twelve Oaks Mall in Novi (Elisa-

beth store). 10 percent of the 
day's sales will be donated to 
local domestic violence agency . 
partners including FirstStep 
serving Western and Downriver 
Wayne County. 
PARADE OF PARTIES 
St. Paul's Lutheran School 
Booster Club is hosting a 
fundraiser from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. 
Oct. 20 at St. Paul's Lutheran 
Church/School (corner of 8 Mile 
and Middlebelt Roads). All of 
your favorite home party compa-
nies will be represented and will 
be selling products and/or taking 
orders for products. A portion of 
each sale will go directly to the 
booster club. Food and refresh-
ments available. Call (248) 474-
2488. 

ST. GENEVIEVE RUMMAGE SALE 
St. Genevieve School in Livonia 
will be sponsoring a Rummage 
Sale on Oct. 20-21st, from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. St. Genevieve is located 
a t 28933 Jamison (2 blocks east 
of Middlebelt and 2 blocks south 
of Five Mile). Tools, clothing, 

furniture, toys, housewares, 
books, electronics, sports and 
exercise items. Please come and 
help support our school! 

MILLION MOM MARCH BENEFIT 
Million Mom March organization 
will host a theatre benefit a t 11 
a.m. Oct. 21 a t the Millennium 
Center (15600 J.L. Hudson 
Drive) in Southfield. Call (248) 
557-PLAY. $8 - when making 
your reservation, specify code 
MMM so your ticket can benefit 
Million Mom chapters. A perfor-
mance of 'Rainbow Reading* will 
benefit MMM. Based on the 
PBS-TV series, the popular 
revue will have children ages 3 
to 8 singing and dancing their 
way through a library of wonder-
ful books. 
HALLOWEEN CARD PARTY 
A Halloween Card Party will be 
held from 6:30-10 p.m. Friday, 
Oct. 27 a t SS Simon and Jude 
Church (32500 Palmer Road) in 
Westland. Door prizes, 50-50, 
bring your friends. Light meal 
and snacks. $7. Call 728-2090. 

REUNIONS 

AVINGS 
Because having only one way to save simply wasn't good enough, Thomasville announces the Season of Savings. Now through 

November 13, 2000, you can receive up to $500 in rebates when you purchase from any of our furniture collections. And with 

the purchase of any dining room suite, you'll receive a free protective table pad, a $199 value. Discover how you can enjoy the 

incredible savings on the finest furniture during Thomasville's Season of Savings. 

i i l m o i i a t i f f c i n 
»• - * " C i 

'our home with Thomasville 

' ADONIS LIVING ROOM. 
V:Grand pieces for a gracious room can make any livinj 

room a work of arc. 
.?• *Sofa (as shown) $2099 

Winfrey Chair (as shown) $1019 

•Jackson Square Round Cocktail Table $899 

:• Fleur de Lis Pedestal Table $699 

$500 in rebates' 
when you purchase from any 

Thomasville furniture collections. 

Free Table Pad 
with the purchase of any dining room 

suite, you'll receive a free protective 

table pad, a $199 val^e. 

6 Months 
No Payments, No Interest' 

! ? • e e s t o r e f o r d e t a i l ! . All d i s c o u n t s a r e off t m r p . P r w i o u t s a l t s m a y n o t h a v e t e e n a t t h o s e 

- f p r i c e s . W i t h d e p o s i t a n d a p p r o v e d c r e d i t May n o t b e u s e d in c o n j u c t i a n w i t h any o t h e r o i l e r . 

ft. 

"Er, * 

* t 

SANTIAGO DINING ROOM. Serve up a Mediterranean dish for six or a frittata for two - this dining room is as 

versatile as the food you serve. Glass - Top Table. . . .$1554. Side Chair (eadi). . .$499. Arm Chair (each). . .$599. 

For exclusively Thomasville, 

^MARTINIQUE BED 
^Elegant and stately, the only trouble with this 

^fcedroom is that you many not want to leave. 

•Jljei^h Bed, Queen $1149 

7homasville 
H O M E F U R N I S H I N G S O F N O V I 

248.344.2551 • 42200 Grand River, Novi 
(5 blocks. East of Novi Rd.) 

For Thomasville and other fine collections, 
> 0 - » 

of Southgate 

m 

H O M E F U R N I S H I N G D E S I G N S 

734.285.5454 • 14405 Dix, Southgate 
(2 blocks Nor th of Eureka Road) 

ALL SAINTS 
• Class of 1950 
Is planning a "Millennium 
Reunion" for November 2000. 
Call Veronica (248) 437-9735 
ANDOVER (BLOOMFIELD) 
• Class of 1990 
Alumni are being sought for the 
10 year reunion Nov. 24 at Big 
Daddy's Parthenon in Bloom-
field. Call Taylor Reunion Ser-
vices (800) 677-7800. 
ANNAPOLIS (DEARBORN HGTS) 
• Class of 1975 
A 25th year reunion is planned 
for Saturday, Oct. 14. For infor-
mation call Mark Bailey (313) 
382-4258 or Steve Vecchioni 
(313) 561-5524. 
ANN ARBOR PIONEER 
• Class of 1990 
Alumni are being sought for the 
10-year reunion Nov. 24-25 at 
the Ypsilanti Marriott in Ypsi-
lanti. Call Taylor Reunion Ser-
vices (800) 677-7800. 
BENTLEY 
• Class of 1970 

Gifts 

30 year reunion planned for Nov. 
4. Call Colleen Siembor (734) 
455-1395. 

BENEDICTINE HIGH 
• Class of 1970 
A 30-year reunion is planned for 
Oct. 21. Call Diane Reffner (734) 
424-4783 or e-mail direff@prodi-
gy.net 
BIRMINGHAM HIGH 
• Class of 1955 
A reunion is planned for Oct. 27 
at The Northfield Hilton in Troy. 
Call Pete Kass (248) 335-5472 or 
e-mail MESLK@aol.com 
BIRMINGHAM GROVES 
• Class of 1975 
A reunion is planned for Oct. 14. 
Contact Cindy Herzberg (248) 
681-7192 or e-mail 
grovesl975@yahoo.com 
BISHOP BORGESS 
• Class of 1985 

A 15-year reunion is planned 
for Nov. 24 a t the Double Tree 
Hote l in Novi . O r d e r t i c k e t s 
today. Cal l F red Owens (313) 
581-1469. 
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through his employer, Keebler, 
to acquire a semi-truck for trans-
porting the shoe boxes from Ply-
mouth to Brighton. 

According to Williams, one box 
c h a n g e s h a n d s seven t i m e s 
before a child receives it. "It 's 
a m a z i n g al l of t h e vo lun tee r 
effort that goes into a program of 
this magnitude." 

In 1999 six cargo jets and 342 
truck-sized sea containers car-
ried boxes overseas from donor 
coun t r i e s such as A u s t r a l i a , 
C a n a d a , F i n l a n d , G e r m a n y , 
Nether lands , United Kingdom 
and United States. From there 
the shoe boxes a re sometimes 
t aken by hel icopter to remote 
villages or carried on horseback 
— w h a t e v e r m e a n s of t r a n s -
p o r t a t i o n i t t a k e s to b r i n g 
Christmas to a child who lacks 
even the most basic necessities 
such as a clean water, electrici-
ty, nutritional food and adequate 
shelter. 

"I feel like this has been a good 
way to teach my children how to 
give to other people who really 
have nothing," said Sue Lever-
good of Canton. Her two children 
ages 9 and 6 wen t with t h e i r 
mom to shop for i tems for the 
shoe box they packed last year. 
Levergood said she and her chil-
dren read a lot of books about 
foreign countries and watched a 
video in 1999 about some of the 
children who receive the shoe 
boxes 

"My son was so moved by the 
video that he said to me 'Mom, I 

feel l ike I 've got to do th i s , ' " 
recalled Levergood. 

Af ter t he processing centers 
receive the gift boxes volunteers 
sort the boxes to make sure that 
each one is equally filled wi th 
items and include a copy of the 
Christmas story in the language 
of the country i t will be deliv-
ered. Williams noted tha t boxes 

Samaritan's Purse 

for boys ages 10-14 are in great-
est need. 

"A lot of boxes come in fo r 
younger chi ldren . They real ly 
need gifts for older boys from age 
10 into their early teen years," 
said Williams. 

If you would like to make an 
individual or group donation of 
a shoe box(es) filled with gifts, 
NorthRidge Church (49555 
North Territorial Road) in Ply-
mouth will accept boxes from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through 
Friday and after Sunday services 
until Nov. 17. You can also visit 
www. northridgechurch.com or 
www.samaritan.org for more 
information. 

Shelter from page B1 

"We keep everything locked 
up," said Haberman. "There are 
too many children here to allow 
even over-the-counter items any-
where else in the building." 

With the children cared for, 
parents learn marketable skills 
a n d p a r e n t i n g sk i l l s to h e l p 
them cope wi th real-life prob-
lems . Wi th t he he lp of s t a f f 
members who specialize in job 
placement and housing, families 
r e t u r n to i n d e p e n d e n t l iv ing 
with hope for the future. 

In 1999, the center served 176 
families j a total of 616 individu-
als, most were children. A social 
worker stays in touch with the 
family for six months after they 
leave to help during the transi-
t ion. "We have go t t en a f ew 
r epea t r e s iden t s , " H a b e r m a n 
said, "but not many." 

The center's goal is to go out of 

business. 1 

"I w i sh my s t a f f would say 
tha t we have empty rooms and 
no one to fill them," said Haber-
man. 

Last year, after tenlO months 
a t t he center , one family was 
able to purchase their own small 
home. Now, once a month, they 
r e t u r n to the center as volun-
teers w i th t he i r church group 
and food, which they cook and 
s e r v e to c u r r e n t r e s i d e n t s . 
Another former resident returns 
once a week to drive people to 
look for work and housing. 

These volunteers know better 
t h a n anyone t h a t being broke, 
out of a job, in debt ; and home-
less with children isn't hopeless 
a f t e r all , t h a n k s to L u t h e r a n 
Social Services and the Wayne 
County Family Center. 


