Rate shopping: Canton’s
involvement in an
MMRMA coalition seek-
ing lower electricity rates
could be a good deal /A4

Pampered: Pets have
‘never had it so good. /B4

Winners: Western shirts
find home on the
range. /B4

Conversat:on pl@cesr A
Farmington Hills decora-
tor has suggestions about
making the most of what

- you have when it comes to
decorating your
home. /D4

Theater: Gail Mack of
Livonia and the cast of
“Last Night of Ballyhoo”
leave audiences laughing,
crying. / EL

Dining: Little Bangkok
Cuisine in Plymouth
proves the old adage that
valuable things come in
small packages. / ES

Crime-stopper’s notebook:
You can do a few simple
things around your home
to keep the bad guys
away./F1

Apartments/F8 HomeTown
At Home/D Life/B1
Automotive/G9 Jobs/F10
Classified/F,G,H,J Obituaries/A13
Classified Opinions/A14-15
index/F5 Real Estate/F1
Crossword/F6 Service Guide/G8
Entertainment/EL  Sports/C1

“I'm very happy with
dithe results. We sold
Hboth items right away.
\'ll definitely call

8lagain.”

VE., Ortonville

" Place your ad today!
734-591-0900

6 563174 10009 2

Page C8 in today’s paper.

Discovery days: Kason Singh (left) and Ken Herzfeld, both10, check out the business end of
their clarinets during Introduction to Band class sixth hour with Martha Farmer on Sept.
19. For a story and more photos in the Observer series, “Dawn of Discovery,” please turn to

STAFF DHOTO BY PAUL HURSCEMANN

£

BY EILEEN MCCARVILLE
STAFF WRITER

“Canton Township’s Fire Department
thinks fire prevention awareness is
something that deserves more than
seven days. That’s why it’s reserving
the whole month.

National Fire Prevention Week, set
for Oct. 8-14, will actually stretch
through all of October, featuring a

Car thieves
target new
Mustangs

BY HEATHER NEEDHAM )
STAFF WRITER
hneedham@oe.homecomm.net

Canton police say they’re pretty sure that four
Mustangs .missing from a storage facility didn’t
" just gallop away.
In fact, they're certain that as many as three
people may be involved in stealing four 2001
Ford Mustangs in two incidents Friday and
Monday. The cars were taken from a fenced Ford
Motor Co. vehicle storage facility on Hannan
south of Michigan. Hundreds of new vehicles are
stored on the site before bemg taken to dealer— '

ships.

The thieves apparently gamed entry to the
facility by cutting a hole in a chain link fence
and driving through it, sald Canton police Sgt.

Charles Raycraft.

He said he was unsure the thieves’ motive was
to sell intact vehicles or sell them for parts.

“It could be one or the other,” Raycraft said,
adding that their being able to take three cars at
one time indicates an organized operation.

Unlawful driving away of a vehicle is a felony
and carries a five-year maximum sentence.

Please see STOLEN CARS, A2

Sunday cancer run is tribute to area resident

BY EILEEN MCCARVILLE
STAFF WRITER

Just a few years ago, Trish Donnelly-
Runnionwas a normal, active young
woman — unaware she had a lump in
her breast, which was later diagnosed
as breast cancer. ,

Though the Plymouth resident
fought strenuously during three years
of treatments, Donnelly-Runnion lost
her battle, succumbing to the disease
in January 1997. She was just 28 yeais
old.

ire prev

Related column, ALS

variety of special events. A big part of
the mesaage — abowi the dangers of fire
— can be spread through the communi-
ty’s children, said Canton Fire Chief
Mike Rorabacher, head of the depart-
ment since 1991,

“It became apparent early on that
the best way to do it is to educate the

ention 1s focus 1n

kids,” Rorabacher said. “Kids are, by '

far, the best conduit to get the safety
inforrnation into the house. We try to
gend them home with a check list that
they can go through with their parents.
We want them to help make sure
everything in their homes is O.K., from
the furnace to the dryer.

“We urge them to check the smoke
detectors, check around the furnace

©2000 HomeTown Communications Network™

and new FAA guldellmés -
should result in takeoffs

from Canton’s Mettetal Ai
port being moved farther
south of Joy Road. L

BY HEATHER NEEDHAM
STAFF WRITER
hneedham@oe.homecomm,net

Mettetal Airport’s advisory board:
last week tweaked the wording of a res-,
olution that could help cause the alr-
port’s runway to be moved.

New Federal. Aviation Administra~
tion standards stipulate runways must’
be at least 200-300 feet from major.
roads. In Mettetal’s case, the runway is;;
roughly 50 feet from Joy, said Randy
Coller of Michigan Department of
Transportation’s Bureau of Aeronau-(
tics.

Board member Carl Schultz said it
was important that the resolution,
which will be forwarded to Canton.
Township’s board of trustees for
approval, have very specific wordmg
“We should put a (distance) numberi
there,” Schultz said.

Ploase se RUNWAY, Ad

October

and water heater, to (work with their
parents) on an escape plan.”

The fire department will host a con-
tinuous open house at its two stations:
Fire Station No. 1, at Canton Center
Road and Heritage Dnve' and Fire Sta~
tion No. 2 on Warren Road between
Lilley and Haggerty. The stations are

Please sce FIRE PREVENTION, Ad

Observer:

Fall gets a chili reception | o |

TP O SR S

Top-rated: Jim “Cotonet Jim” Sholar of Canton celebrates his win in the Greai Lakes
Regional Chili Cookoff Sunday in downtown Plymouth. Sholar and wife Linda will
be jetting off to Laughlin, Nevada for the national chili competition this weekend. For
a story and more photos from the annual festival, please turn to Page A3 in today’s

STAFF PROTO BY PAUL HURSCEMANN

Her family wants to keep the memo-
ry of their loved one alive, but more
important, they want to raise aware-
ness that breast cancer “can happen to
anyone at any age,” said Donnelly-
Runnion’s brother, Pat Donnelly of
Canton Townshlp

October is National Breast Cancer
Awareness Month. So it’s fitting this
Sunday marks the fourth annual Trish
Donnelly-Runnion Memorial Fund Run
at Summit on the Park, 46000 Summit
Parkway. This year’s run includes a

one-mile walk/ run, and 5K and 10K
runs. Plaques and ribbons are awarded
to winners in each age division: Under

18, every five years to age 60, Pat Don-

nelly said.

Registration begins at 7:30 a.m., fol-
lowed with the 10K run at 8:45, the 5K
run at 10, and the walk/ run at 10:45.

- All runners will participate at the

same time. ,

Proceeds go to St. Joseph Mercy Hos-
pital, Ann Arbor for breast cancer
awareness, and also finance two annu-

al scholarships for members of the Ply,
mouth-Salem High School cross coun:
try team. ¢

Donnelly-Runnion was an active runs
ner and member of that team, as wege
her three sisters, Pat Donnelly saldi
She ran on scholarship and coached"a{
Schoolcraft College She also receiv:
bachelor’s degree in special educatloil
at Western Mlchlgan University, going
on to'teach in the Plymouth, Caro and
Brighton school districts. S5

Please see FUND RUN, 43"
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MARK OF INTEGRITY Bunrian Newapapars of

The Canton Observer's Arts
and Leisure section, led by
assistant managing editor-fea-

tured third place in the
lifestyle section of the Michi-
gan Press Association 2000
Better Newspaper Contest.

The award was among 16
that the Observer Newspapers
earned in’ “the annual newspa-
per contest. Entries appeared
in The Observer between April
1, 1999, and March 31, 2000.

“The Obsgerver Newspapers
strive to put out the best. com-
munity newspapers in the

~ country,” said managing editor
"Hugh Gallagher. “We -are
proud that the MPA has recog-
nized our efforts. I applaud
the hard work and dedication
of our editors, reporters and
photographers.”

Winning awards isn't easy,
said Banks Dishmon, vice
president and chief operating
officer of HomeTown Commu-
nications Network.

that every journalist, advertis-
- ing and marketing person,
production personnel, publish-
er and corporate staff make

best newspapers,” he added.
“These awards iare a clear
reflection of our ntission state-
ment: ‘Our fundamental pur-
poses are to enharice the lives
of our readers, nurture the
hometowns we serve and con-
tribute to the busmess success
of our customers.”

Also receiving awards were:

B Staff writer Darrell Clem,
Westland Observer staff writ-
er, second-place award for
local news reporting for his
coverage of the city clerk fir-
ing. Judges described his work

Observer Arts
coverage lauded

tures Keely Wygonik, cap-.

~second place for editorial writ-

“It shows the commitment

each week to produce the very

- which appeared in the Farm-

8 “extremely thorough and
well-done.”

B Staff photographer Haw-
ley, third place in spot news
picture competition for “Closed
doors” in the Westland
Observer.:

B Brad Kadrich, editor of
the Plymouth Observer, first
place for his editorial page and

ing.

M Dan O’Meara FarmmgtOn
sports editor, first place in
sports writing. ‘

M Steve Kowalski, former
Redford-Garden City sports
editor, second place in sports
writing, ‘

B Paul Beaudry, Redford-
Garden City sports editor, sec- -
ond place in sports column
and second place in sports cov- .
erage.

B Mary Redrique, Farming-
ton Observer HomeTown Life
editor, second place for
hfestyle section. ‘

B The Garden City Observer
captured an honorable men- .
tion for general excellence.

B Staff photographer Eliza-
beth Carnegie also earned two
honorable mention awards —
for her feature photograph
taken at the Garden City High
School class of 1999 prom and
her photograph “Hi There,”

ington Observer. .

B The Livonia Observer cap- |
tured awards for sports pho-
tographs; and spot news cover-
age of a chemical scare after
an explosion and fire in Octo-
ber 1999.

In total, the Observer &
Eccentric Newspapers cap-
tured 40 editorial and 26
advertising awards.

card). : VAN |

StOlen cars from page Al ‘

Three Mustangs were stolen
Monday. A storage facility
employee reported the thefts just
before 10 p.m., according to
police reports.

On Friday, three suspects
reportedly attempted to steal
four vehicles but only left with

‘one. Police discovered three vehi-

cles stuck in the mud near the

storage facility’s fence line.
Wayne police responded to the
scene and spotted three men

‘running away, but were unable

to apprehend them.

Anyone with information about
either of these incidents may call
the Canton police at (734) 397-
3000.

Reports of shattered windows
caused by BBs, pellets from a
pellet gun or marbles continued
to come in through the weekend,

_ 'but the incidents have appeared

to have stopped, accordmg to

- Canton Police. .
At least 50 reports were filed

between Thursday, Sept. 28, and
the remainder of the weekend
said Canton Police Sgt. Charles
Raycraf‘h

Here is a 11st1ng of some of the

‘incidents:

B 6400 ‘block of Durham,

$1,000 damage to rear window -

of 2001 Ford Windstar minivan,
possibly caused by a BB or sling-

- shot with a marble.
M 44000 block of Leeann, $800

damage to rear wmdow of 2001

‘Ford Explorer.

B 42000 block of Addison,
$800 damage to rear windows of
1999 Ford Windstar

M 44000 block of Hanford,
$1,000 damage ¢aused to rear
window of 1999 Ford Windstar

M 45000 Patrick, $300 damage
to rear window of 2001 Mercury
Mountaineer. A marble was
found inside vehacle

Vehicle break-in

Someone reportedly broke into
a vehicle parked in the 41000
block of Woodbridge and took
$100-$200 worth of compact

Police: Wlndow
shooting spree
 continues

cop GALI.:S

discs and a $200 video game sys-
tem. Entry was gained by break-
ing out the rear window, causing.
$700 damage, according to a
police report. -

When the victim, a 47-year-old
Canton man, shook out a jacket
he removed from the vehicle, a
live mouse reportedly fell onto
the floor. When he returned to
the vehicle, he discovered sever-
al dead goldfish. He declined to

give suspect names to police, but

said he had been giving informa-
tion to a Western Wayne Nar-
cotics officer and that he .
believed the suspects may be

~ seeking retribution against him.

Assault
A 12-year-old Canton boy was

" reportedly assaulted by two

other boys while waiting for a
school bus Tuesday, Sept. 19, in
the 46000 block of Geddes, A
police report stated the boy’s
attackers said they owed him 50
punches each and proceeded to
punch him in the arms, trip him
and kick him in the stomach
while he was lying on the
ground. v

Both the boy and his father
told police that they want to
press charges.

Spellers face off in new

location at annual Bee

The Community Literacy
Council; in association with

‘Yazaki North America and

Neville Financial Group will
host the 2000 Community
Spelling Bee Oct. 18 at the
Yazaki Learning Center in Can-
ton.

This year’s event is being held
at a new location. Previously,
spellers sguared off at Summit
on the Park in Canton.

The annual event raises
money to promote literacy pro-
grams and awareness in the
community. Last year’s winning
team, The Spelling Savants of
the Friends of Canton Public
Library, out-spelled Friends of
the Plymouth District Library to

snag the trophy and coveted
bragging rights. This year’s
event will include approximately
15 teams sponsored by commu-
nity businesses and organiza-
tions, v
The Community Literacy
Council is a non-profit organiza- .
tion that coordinates a network
of adult volunteer tutors who -
help adult students improve
their reading, writing and math
skills. The council serves Wayne
County. -

For more information about
the annual spelling bee or the
Community Literacy Council,
contact Bill Sharpe, executive
director, at (734) 416-4906.

]om Commumty Fedem Credlt Umon And

ou ould Be AWmner,
~ In More Ways Than One

FExere s never been a better time to open an account at your Community credit union. Becausesfor every new -
dep051t account opened by December 9, 2000 you’ll geta chance to win one of these great pnzes.

Grand Prize
7-Day Caribbean Cruise

For Two*

C N Mmmunity

=~ “ Federal

DT UNTON

At Your Service.
In Your Community.

First Prize
Digital Phone &

One Year of Cellular Service*

New members win in other ways, too. You'll learn first-hand how outstanding ser\;ice and a commitment to this
community really pays off. With great rates, free checking programs, Internet Banking and more, yoy can't lose!
Plus, Community Federal will donate $5 to the Plymouth Community United Way for every new member.

Bnng a friend. Tell a famdy member and you both could win! Remember, anyone who lives or works
in Plymouth, Canton, Northvdle or Novi can become a part of our commumty

www.cfcu.org

Plymouth Branch ¢ 500 S. Harvey ¢ (734) 453-1200
Canton Branch ¢ 6355 N. Canton Center Rd. * (734) 455-0400
Northville Branch 400 E. Main Street ® (248) 348-2920

5 Second Prizes
$100 Cash

Your savings federalty Inoumt 1o $100000

Connest restrictions: Must be 18 oralder to enter. Community Fedeml Cnedu Union employees and immediate family are not eligible. No purchase necessary.*
Visit any branch for an entry form. Drawing to be held December 12, 2000, All entries must, be received by December 9, 2000. Need not be ptesent to win.
Qdds of winning determined by number of entries received. *See any branch for details.
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Good stuff

Chili and motorcycles
signal a change of season

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER
tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net

For the fifth year in a row, the Great
Lakes Regional Chili Cookoff, Salsa Com-
petition and Motorcycle Show ran out of
chili, '

“We just can’t seem to get enough,” said
organizer Annette Horn. “This year we
went through at least 500 gallons ' of chili.”

Part of Horn’s problem is the fact the
cookoff seems to be growing in popularity,
with an estimated 20,000 people attending
last Sunday’s event.

Horn said this year’s competition ralsed
nearly $10,000 for the Plymouth Salvation
Army and the Make-A-Wish Foundation of
Michigan. In the five years of the Chili
Cookoff, Horn has raised’ approx1mately

$46,000 for charity.

er,” she added.
was really hot,”

event was fun.”
The winners are:

ton. Colonel Jim’s Chili

Chili by Carrie

Ohio. Dragon’s Breath Chili
Iil. Black Coyote Chili

“It really makes it worthwhile when we
can give away-so much money,” said Horn.

“The chilis were great!” said Michele Pot-
ter, Plymouth city commissioner, who was
a judge for the event. “They were certainly
much hotter this time around.

“The entire experience was great. A lot of
fun people, great crowd and perfect weath-

“My mouth really ‘started to tingle ... it
said Commissioner Bill
Graham, another chili judge. “The whole

M First place chili: James Sholar of Can-

B Second place chili Carrie Lentz,
Nicholsville, Ky. Belle Breezing Bordello

B Third place chili: David Staley of
Nicholsville, Ky. Mow Em Down Chili
M Fourth place chili: Chuck Hoff of Columbus,

That’s crazy: Douglas “Crazy Clem” Byrd
of Canton donned novelty teeth and glasses
and chili pepper garland to prepare his
batch of “Crazy Clem’s Chili.”

M First place salsa: Marie Drelich of Shelby
Township. Spice Girls Salsa
B Best booth: Donna Bothell of Walled Lake.
W Fifth place chili: Wes Carlson of Loves Park, Madd Cow Chili

Mititaroff of

sits atop her hus-
band Mick’s
maotorcycle along
Muain Sireet near
the end of the

tion Sunday.

STAFF PHOTOS BY PAUL HURSCEMANN

Qut for a walk: Lisa Graichen of Northuville and Bill Huber of Farmington Hills
stroll through the Chili festival in downtown Plymouth on Sunday.

Ready to roli: Lisa
Dearborn Heights

event. Mick didn’t
enter the competi-

Did you know?

® The American Library Asso-
ciation Founding anniversary is
Oct.. 6, 18767

B Yom Kippur, the Jewish
Day of Atonement, begins at
sundown on Oct. 8?7

B Griswold Lorillard of Tuxedo
Park, N.Y. fashioned the first
tuxedo for men on Oct. 10, 18867

B Saturday Night Live cele-
brated its 25th anniversary this
year?

B The Secretary of State
offices are now offering universi-
ty fund-raising license plates?
Fifteen universities are being
offered.

Web Watch
Check out these Web sites:
||

8, 1871. The fire leveled 3-1/2-
square miles, destroying 17,450
buildings, leaving 98,500 people
homeless and 250 people dead.
Financially, the loss was $200
million. On the same day a fire
destroyed the entire town of
Peshtigo, Wis., killing more than
1,100 people

Source: Chase’s
of Events

2000 Calendar

Library construction update

The painting is almost com-
plete, and the carpet is going
intc the new Children’s Library.
The move into the new children’s
area is scheduled for Oct. 13 (the
library will be closed to the pub-
lic that day, see story below).
Plans are under.way for the fic-
tion, magazine section and large-
print collections to be moved into
the Community Meeting Room
on this day also. For more infor-
mation visit the proposed floor
plan and our photo album of the
expansion at our Web site! www.
cantonpl. org

New CD-ROMs ‘
Here are some new multi-
media selections available from

www.alternativemuseum.org thﬁ légizg;o
B www.dotcomfailures.com
W www.socialfunds.com W Tiger Woods PGA Tour 2000
B Visual Basic 6.0

B www.Starport.com -
‘W www.1lstheadlines.com .

Help me!

B Who Wants to Be o Million-
aire

B Windows 2000 Desktop
_Here are some books about Management
raising bo;s: B WinWay Resume
B The War Against Boys by .
Christina Hoff Sommers Hot topic of the week
M Our Boys Speak by John Fire Prevention Week is Oct.
Mikkah - 8-14. This is the time to increase

W Real Boy’s Voices by William
Pollack -

- M The Good Son: Shaping the
Moral Development of Our Boys
by Michael Gurian

B The Wonder of Boys by
Michael Gurian
QKA

Q: When was the Great Chlca-
go Fire?

A: According to legend, the
great fire of Chicago began when
Mrs. O’Leary’s cow kicked over
the lantern in her barn - on Oct.

Construction

The Canton Public Library
will close early, at 5 p.m. on
Thursday, Oct. 12, and will
remain closed to the public
through Friday, Oct. 13, to allow

movers to transfer the Children’s ,

Department from its temporary
home in the library’s Community
Room to its permanent quarters.

your awareness of the dangers of
fire and to educate yourself on
how to stay safe. The theme this
year is “Fire Drills: The Great
Vctcovw\'” F‘nv more 1v~Fc\Wmaticn’

kJ VAU Asasvd

contact the Fire Protection Agen-
cy at www. nfpe. crg

@ the Canton Library is com-
piled by Laura Dorogi of the
library staff. The library is at
1200 S. Canton Center. For more
information about library pro-
grams and services, call 397-
0999.

closes library

At that time, adult fiction,
biographies and magazines will
be moved temporarily into the
Community Room so that the
next phase in the library’s
expansion can be completed.

The library will re-open for
normal business hours 9:30 a.m.
to 5'p.m. Saturday, Oct. 14.

Homecoming parade is Friday

The Canton High School
Homecommg Parade begins at 5
p-m. Friday in the parking lot at
adjacent Salem High School.

The homecoming football game
against the Northville Mustangs
follows at 7:30 p.m. Admission to
the game is $3.

Next to our
Canton Showroom
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Canton ® Phone (734) 981-1000 40150 Ford Road » 1/4 mile East of 1-275

Because of the dramatic markdowns our normal promotional offers do nat anply to Clearance Center items. Delivery available at a nominal c’harge, All sates are final. No returns or cancetiations. Al mérchandise soid “As-ls

I A R N

L3002388§
Y

(C)A3"

i gt 42

4
;
H
¥
w
{
&
i

PR

TR

e



mailto:tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net
http://www.alternativemuseum.org
http://www.dotcomfailures.com
http://www.socialfunds.com
http://www.Starport.com
http://www.lstheadlines.com

“R4(C)

The Observer & Eccentric/ THURSDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2000

R“ “ from Al

: ' She had been married to Larry
:Runnion for just a year when she
”récelved the diagnosis. “She led
e basic, active life of a 25-year-
d women. It was a shock, no
oubt about it,” Pat Donnelly

sald

adamant about spreading the
ord to young people. The myri-
‘ad of breast cancer awareness
ograms are geared to older
‘. women, who have a higher risk.
+But women younger than 40 get
breast cancer, too.
“We know there’s a lot of
Anformation out there for women

over 40,” said Michael Donnelly,

Donnelly-Runnion’s father and a

former Plymouth resident, “But
" we’re hoping to reach young
ladies in their 20s and early 30s.
We want to spread the message
that, if something seems amiss,
they need to have it checked out
right away.”

The Trish Donnelly-Runnion
Memorial Fund has raised
815,000 since its inception. “Last
yvear we had 500 people. We're
expecting 600-700 people this
year.”

Pat Donnelly’s wife, Mary
Beth, believes the reason for the
increase is awareness. “I guess
you could say that breast cancer
is becoming more of a concern

and issue for people. And word .

(of the Fund Run) has spread.”

Cost for the Fund Run is $18
per person. Participants should
“meet at the start of the running
loop, off Heritage Park Drive,
west of Canton Center. For more
information, call Pat Donnelly at
(734) 981-4753.

¥ That’s why the family is so-

Rotary Clubs seek exchange teams

BY ALICE ASHMORE
STAFF WRITER

Would you like to contribute to
improving foreign relations
while at the same time visiting
Germany while the Rotary Club
pays your way?

The Livonia Rotary Club, as
well as the clubs in Garden City,

Westland, Redford, Plymouth
and Canton are seeking appli-
cants for a cultural exchange to
District 1940 in Germany, which
encompasses Berlin and the area
north to the Baltic Sea.

Each year Rotary Districts
sponsor a Group Study
Exchange funded by the Rotary
Foundation of Rotary Interna-

stctlan)

ONE BUILDERS

[ In Business Since 1988

* ADDITIONS e SIDING
* KITCHENS * ROOFING

* GAZEBOS < DECKS
FREE ESTIMATES
- Licensed & Insured

734-981-7450

www.heartlandhomebuilders.com
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\\|x)(|<]‘:1 tron craft

selections available in maple or onk.

Over 1/2 oft!”

msep. $2652. Sale $1299

Now thru Qctober 15,

extra savings on our enti

tion of bedroom, dining room and
occasional furniture from Kincaid.
Enjoy savings of 40% & more on our
most popular and newest collections.
Whether your taste is formal or casu-

al, Kincaid has a coliection that is

right for you.

“Off msrp. Wirh approve

ollec-

Jicand 1/3 down. Prior orders exciudad.

)_ID)

LUTIONS

bring home

‘Need furniture? Make it McLaughlin’s,
because we treat you better!

of Southgate

SoLip Woob

Savings of

40% ¢

on se lected

Colcions

18260047403

| HOME FURNISHING DESIGNS

734.285.5454 * 14405 Dix, Soutﬁngate
(2 blocks North of Eureka Road

Monday, Thursday & Friday 10-9 | Tuesday, Wednesday & Saturday 10-5 | Sunday 12-4 sl

f

tional. The teams are made up of
four participants who are non-
Rotarians between the ages of 25
and 40. _

The team, led by a Rotarian
leader, travel as “ambassadors,”
with their expenses paid by the
Rotary Foundation for a period
of five weeks.

Applicants must live or work
in the area, and be sponsored by
a Rotary Club in their communi-
ty

The deadline for applications
is Oct. 31. For further informa-
tion contact Rotarian Bill
Cameron at (784) 522 2643,

CANTON 6

Ford Rd 1Mite W. of 1-275 981-1800
$4.00 Family Twilight 4-6pm dail
$4.75 Matinees til 6pm & ail day Tuesday
$4.50 Kids & Senlors all shows

$5.50 with Student ID ALt SCREENS
$5.50 Late Shows Frl & Sat THEIIPIEEIpH{]
€9 No Passes or Tuesday discounts
Unlimited Free Drink & .25¢ Corn Reflils

MOVIE GUIDE

FALL MATINEES!

SATURDAY & SUNDAY 11 As

ROAD TO El. DORADO (PG)

ELMO IN GROUCHLAND, (G)
10/7 & 10/8

Illlllllllll-_l,l;-.l;l

b BAIT (R) 9:45°

i < REMEMBER THE TITANS (PG)

bt 12:10, 2:20, 4:30, 7:00, 9:30

L) & EXORCIST (R)

L] 1:35, 4:10, 6:45, 9:20

L] © URBAN LEGENDS: FINAL CUT (R)

[ ]12:20, 2:30, 4:45, 7:05, 9:15

[ WHAT LIES BENEATH (PG-13)

™ 11:45, 2:10, 4:35, 7:10, 9:40

8 THE WATCHER (R) .

M .00, 3:00, 5:10, 7:15, 9:20°
SPACE COWBOYS (PG-13)
12:00, 2:25, 4:50, 7:20

‘COUPON
FIREE

Bag of Buttery Popcorn !
ONE FREE WITH THIS 20 0C

- From the usual to the unusual,
come see our large display

of spring blooming |

q bulbs, including:

> fritillaria, scilla,

allzum, anemone,

. eranthis, galanthus...and
crocus, daﬁodti hyacinth,

iris, and tulip!
2 Plant Naw'

ORNAMENTAL
TREES |
0% OFF

-2.5" B&B.
| RFG $49.09.$249.00 o3 %

* Dogwood + Magnolia

’ Crabappliﬁfeatunng
Sargent Cr e

HOME & GARDEN

734-453-5500

FALL HOURS:
Mon-Sat. 98 » Sun 11-5
OFFERS EXPIRE 10/11/00

R“ nway from pqgé Al

The resolution reads: v

“The Canton Plymouth Mette-
tal Airport Advisory Board
resolves that the Canton Town-
ship and the state of Michigan
consider shifting the runway at
the airport to the south, such
that the distance between the
north end of the runway and Joy
Road is increased. The board
makes this resolution as'it

believes that a runway shift will.

increase safety at the airport.
This resolution is also based in
part on new FAA Runway Safety
Area Standards, which require a
greater distance between such a
road and the runway. At present,

with this minimum distance
requirement. If the runway is not
in compliance with this program,
additional FAA funds may not be
available.”

.the airport is not in compliance

.

Board chairman Mark Merlanti .
asked whether Mettetal’s non-.

compliance with FAA standards
put it at risk of closing. The state
of Michigan runs the airport.

“I have yet to see the FAA close
an airport,” Coller said.

Board member Chuck Van- '

Vleck said not receiving the
money wouldn’t hurt the airport
financially.

“We're not operatmg on (FAA
money) now. We're using the
funds to help us out.”

At its July meeting, the Ca.nton
Plymouth Mettetal Airport Advi-
sory Board resolved that Canton
Township and the state should
consider shifting the runway to

" the south to increase the dis-
. tance between the north end of

the runway and Joy. The board
decided the shift would also
increase airport safety.

Fire prevention ;...

open seven days a week, and the
department is urging visitors to
stop by during normal business
hours, from 9 a.m. to 6-8 p.m.

Events also include fire safety
talks and demonstrations of the
“fire safety house” at Canton
schools. Rorabacher said the
structure simulates what actual
conditions are like in a real
house fire.

“There is simulated smoke and
heat. We tell them to touch the
door, the doorknobs ...”

During October, the chief and
fire department members will
visit additional time at the
schools, fielding questions about
fire safety and providing tips
and strategies.

“I also have an open invitation
to (speak) to. homeowners
groups, where I will talk to them
about issues like where the
department’s going, and level of
service.” That goes on “all year,”
Rorabacher said.

He said the history of Fire
Prevention Week dates back to
the 40th anniversary of the
Great Chicago Fire, Oct. 9, 1871,
which killed 250 people, left
100,000 homeless and caused
immense devastation.

The former Fire Marshals

B Tours of Canton’s two
fire stations may be
arranged at anytime, by
calling the fire depart-
ment at (734) 397-
5346.

Association of North America

(now the International fire Mar-
shals association of IFMA) spon-
sored the first National Fire Pre-
vention Day, advocatmg it as an

annual observation to keep the .

public informed about the impor-
tance of fire prevention,
Rorabacher said.

In 1920, President Woodrow
Wilson issued the first National
Fire Prevention Day proclama-
tion, and since 1922, National
Fire Prevention Week has been
observed, as close to the Chicago
Fire date as possible.

Rorabacher said tours of Can-
ton’s two fire stations may be
arranged at anytime, by calling
the fire department at (734) 397-
5346. Rorabacher said it's O.K.

. for families to drop by, but larg-

er groups like Scouts shiould con-
tact the department beforehand.

e AD
.

Grand 0 enmg

Thurs., Oct. 5th at 9 pm

THE FUN SPOTIN CANTON

- 8663 Lllley Road » Canton |
Inside the Golden Gate Shopping Center

Open Daily 4 p.m. - 2 a.m.

. B <O N
. " . e .

casual Grach focd!

RS A

734-207-5555
- e e

\3“‘4

35 . box

Atso available: butb dust,
bone meal, blood meal,
trowels and knee pads.

#1739-015

BULB PLANTERS
S 2.99

#2706-113

Rosy-red flower ¢i
August to September

] $6.99 & $9
ORNAMENTAL ,

%) GRASSES
IL| 50% 0

AILI&Zgallonpots

 BAGGED
MULCHES

We have pumpkins,
gourds, straw, mums,
asters, & pansies!

2.2 cu. ft. bag

REG. $5.99
#4050-001

2 connéctors' .
‘REG. $5‘99

GENUINE
CEDAR BaRy
MGJ Ci4

2-8 cu. ft. bags
REG. $3.99- 6.99.

PLYMOUTH
NURSERY .

and GARDEN CENTER

9900 Ann Arbor Rd./Plymouth Rd.

7 Miles West of 1.275
1 1/2 Miles South of M-14
Corner of Gotfredson Rd.
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Summer weather has new meaning for Borgess teacher

BY JEFF COUNTS |
STAFF WRITER
jeounts@oe.homecomm.net

While many teachers ask stu-
dents to write an essay about
how they spent their summer
vacations, rarely are teachers
asked the same question. ’

“Somebody should ask them,”
said Ronald Ferenczi, a math
and chemistry teacher at Red-
ford’s Bishop Borgess High
School.

Ferenczi, 49, spent part of his
summer at the Woodrow Wilson
National Fellowship Scholarship
summer institute for Environ-
mental Science at Princeton,
New Jersey and on a National
Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration ship studying
the weather.

Both experiences are having a
direct bearing on classroom
activities at Borgess. '

Geometry lessons can be
awfully dry, Ferenczi said.

“But they come alive when you
teach navigation,” he said. “The
kids are interested in it.”

He said his experience on the
government weather ship help
with the math lessons.

“The kids think there’s some
sort of road map out at sea,” he
- said. “They think you can tell
where you’re at by lookmg for
land.

“But I tell them there’s no way
to know when you’re 30 miles
out and there is no land.”

He spent 18 days on the
NOAA ship, Whiting, which was
mapping the ocean bottom in
Delaware Bay.,

The program is offered to sci-
ence teachers throughout the
year to help them obtain envi-
ronmental knowledge of the
oceans and coastlines of the
United States. '

The 13 research ships are com-
missioned in three areas: Fish-
eries research, oceanography
and charting and hydrography.

The bottom survey done when
Ferenczi was aboard are known
as side-scan and multi-beam
sonars, which ensure full bottom
coverage of the areas.

At the heart of the system is a
computer system capable of
determining the depth of the
ocean bottom to within 0.1 meter
and the geographic position to
within 3 meters using the Differ-
ential Giobal Positioning Sys-
tem, The information is used by
the ship’s hydrographer to
review, visualize, correlate and
analyze the survey data near
real time to determine if the mis-
sion objectives have been accom-

Reform

candidate’s

court date
moved

plished.

“It was a terrific experlence
Ferenczi said.

The captain, chief executive
officer, the chiefs and crew made
him feel part of the NOAA fami-
ly.

He helped out on the deck, the
galley, the survey department

and even the bridge, helping

manéuver the ship in eight to
ten-feet seas.

“It was a real thrill,” he said.

The ship itself has a bit of his-
tory, he said. The craft and its
crew helped in the search and
recovery of the plane in which
John F. Kennedy, Jr., and his

wife, Carolyn Bessette Kennedy,
and her sister, Lauren Bessette,
died.

When at the Woodrow Wilson
National Fellowship Scholarship
summer institute for Environ-
ment Science at Princeton, he
picked up information that will
help his chemistry classes.

The students at Borgess are
part of the Rouge River water
quality testing program in
Wayne County.

His students will also be learn-
ing about global Warmmg .

He was involved in a project
with other teachers to design a

‘Web page on global warming,

with links to local and national
science sites.

He said the focus is on envi-
ronmental feedbacks and their
consequences, the causes and
consequences of biodiversity
loss, climate and environmental
change, ecosystem processes,
functions and wutility and
resources uses, conflicts and
alternatives. -

To look at the Web page or find
out more about the Woodrow
Wilson Leadership Program, the
Webd site is
www.woodrow.org / teachers.

ship.

New skills: Ronald Ferenczz at work durmg his fellow

now through monday

IS

Sale 24 00 relativity

whip-stitched v-neck sweater. -
Sizes S-M-L-XL. Reg. 40.00.

IN LADIES’ SPORTSWEAR

SAVINGS THROUGHOUT THE STORE

Sale 29 99 Famous

maker silk jersey sweaters from
August Silk, Joseph A and Jeanne
Pierre. Sizes $-M-L-XL. Reg. 48.00.

IN LADIES' SPORTSWEAR

40-50 spe

40% off our exciusive

Parisian Signature microfiber pants
give fall tops a smooth finish. Sizes
4-14, Reg. 68.00, sale 40.80. w

LADIES’ SPORTSWEAR .

o .
50 /0 Oﬁ Selected ladies’
boots from Enzo Angiolini, relativity

and Timberland. Reg. 64.00-160.00,
- sale 32.00-80.00.  women's sHoEs.

SALE

i
]
T
B

500/0 Oﬁ Selected de3|gner ' Sa|e 19 99 Flat-front cotton 40 /0 0" Bill Blass camel hair 50 /0 Oﬂ Entire stock of sterling

denim sportswear. Reg. 48.00- will slacks in khaki or stone. sport coats ahd patterned dress trousers. silver jewelry including necklaces, bracelets:

BY JEFF COUNTS 72.00, sale 24.00-36.00. i mews, Waist sizes 30-40. Reg. 40.00. wvens.  Reg. 115.00-375.00, sale 69.00-226.00. and earrings, rings and slides. Reg 20.00-
STAFF WRITER o IN MEN'S. SELECTIONS VARY BY STORE, AT ALL STORES 300.00, sale 10.00-150.00. w accessonies. ;
Congressional candidate EXCEPT FLORIDA MALL. ' o

any smgle sale or clearance item I
e X r a valid friday, october 6 and saturday, october 7
0 *or extra 10%off fine jewelry, maternity, shoes,
/ 0, -
O COUPON. NOT VALID ON PREVIOUSLY PURCHASED ITEMS, NORMAL EXCLUSIONS APPLY.
ol

Joseph A. Ditzhazy Jr. was back r

i

|

1 men's and women'’s leather apparel, men’s suits, ||
i

i

I
ﬁm——------m--——---‘-
|

i

i

i

1

|

i

k

in court Tuesday in connection
with charges he assaulted his
‘wife on Sept. 22 at the couple’s
Redford home,
" Ditzhazy appeared before 17th
District Judge Charlotte Wirth
for a pre-trail hearing in the
- case. He sought to have the hear-
ing delayed until Oct. 19, and
-Wirth consented to the request
1. Heis charged with domestic
assault and battery, a misde-
 mearior charge, punishable by up
“to 90 days in jail and/or $500
fine. He pleaded not guilty io the
charges at his arraignment Sept.
.22 and is free on bond.
Wirth ordered the candidate to
have nio contact with his wife

sport coats, cookware, and small electrics.

EXCLUDES SPECIAL ORDERS, AND GREAT BUYS AND WATCHES IN FINE JEWELRY.
MUST PRESENT COUPON FOR SAVINGS, CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER

*or extra 10%0ff fine jewelry, matemlty shoes,
men’'s and women’s leather apparel, men’s suits,

sport coats, cookware, and small electrics.

EXCLUDES SPECIAL ORDERS, AND GREAT BUYS AND WATCHES IN FINE JEWELRY, I
MUST PRESENT COUPON FOR SAVINGS. CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER

40 500/0 0" Selecfed

. until the Oct. 19 hearing. fashion tops and bottoms from COUPON, NOT VALID ON PREVIQUSLY PURCHASED ITEMS. NORMAL EXCLUSIONS APPLY. regular priced frames. :
He is the Reform Party candi- PK Cothing Co. For girls 7-16 and Reg. 10.00-30.00, sale 6.00-18.00. |
date for the 11th District con- boys 8-20. Reg. 14.00-55.00, RHKEVYIR I IN GIFTS.

400/0 0" Entére stock of

gressional seat and is running
against Republican incumbent
Joe Knollenberg and Democrat
Matt Frumin.
At Tuesday’s heanng, he com-
plained he hadn’t had contact
. with his children since his arrest
and was unable to retrieve items
from the home. .

“My only suit.is in the house.
My law books are there and
- other papers,” he said.

" He also complained that his
children haven’t been going to

- school.

" Wirth told him that his attor-
ney should try arranging a visit

sale 7.00-33.00. w criorews.

with his children. ' i , ‘

“We do this in domestic vio- » .
lence situations,” Wirth said. . ’ . Sorty, we can't maKe prica adusTments 1o ” -
“The victim has the right to feel y previously putchased menchandie. | .
protected.” CALL 1-800-424-8185 TO ORDER ANYTIME, STORE HOURS: Laurel Park Place open Sun, ?2'-8 Mon-Sat. 10-8,

FOR INFORMATION calf 953-7500, CHARGE I7T: Parisian Credit Card, MasterCard, Visa, the American Exprass® Dard or Discover®,

Ditzhazy also objected to his : mxmmwm»mmmmmmmwmmmmma&am@mmmﬁmwowmmmm

wife staying at the home.
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BRIGHTON  HOWELL

315 E. Grand River 847 S.Latson Rd.

(just east of Main St.) (n,e. corner of Grand River)

(81 0) 227-7440 (517) 545-7220

~ CANTON 'MILFORD

- 44011 Ford Rd. 101E Commerce
(just east of Sheldon) ~ (n.e. corner of Main)

(734) 981-7440 (248) 684—7440

7150Way-ne Rd&. @ Getconnected.

(at Warren-inside CarTunes) T saww.cellmor.com B :

~ (734)7289790 = U

s : ) - . . ) ) ’ - . 11001801
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Schools admonished for anti-voucher advocacy :

BY MIKE MALOTT
HOMETOWN NEWS SERVICE
mmalo‘tt@homecomm.net

The secretary of state has c'oncluded ,

that as many as 12 school districts may
have violated campaign finance laws
‘that prohibit units of government from
spending taxpayer dollars to influence
the outcome of an election.

Kids First! Yes!, the organization that
placed Proposal 1 on the November bal-
lot to create vouchers, has filed com-
plaints- against 17 districts. One com-
plaint has been dismissed. Four remain
under review.

Because “Section 57” is neW -
approved by the Legislature in 1996,
the secretary of state’s office has not
sanctioned any school district, according

B Kids First! Yes!, the orgamzatlon that placed Proposal 1
on the November ballot to create vouchers, has filed com-
plaints against 17 districts. One complamt has been dis-
missed. Fom remain under rev:ew. L

to spokeswom‘an Elizabeth Boyd.
Rather, letters have been issued warn-

ing that unless the viclations stop,

action may be taken in the future.

Huron Valley schools

The seéretary of state’s office conclud-
ed Aug. 23 that Huron Valley may have

* violated the law in e-mails, newsletters,

presentations and press releases.
The district’s newsletter, the “Huron
Valley Educator” included an article

titled “Vouchers Loom: Students at
Risk,” which stated, “Vouchers are
about privatization, not opportunity.
Vouchers are at the heart of the right-
wing attack on public institutions, an
attack that seeks to reduce government
responsibility for the good of all while
maximizing support for private and cor-
‘porate gain.”

The Huron Valley Board of Education
adopted a resolution in opposition to
vouchers, which it can do, but it should

not have issued a press release about
that resolution, the secretary of state’s
compliance and rules decision conclud-

 ed.

‘E-mails contained copies of a press
release issued by the voucher opposition
group, All Kids First,

Oakland Intermediate schools

The secretary of state concluded in
July that the Oakland County Interme-
diate School District violated the act in
an audio~-visual presentations and e-
mails. .

“The presentation engages in specula-
tion about tuition tax credits ... (and)
goes beyond mere factual information,”
the secretary of state decision states.

and ¢ pubhc schools are good and gettm

. tributed through the Oakland School

" for people to send letters to the editor a

ments are listed as “some kids will ben
efit” while the anti-voucher stanc
claims that “many kids will be hurtfyg

better.” .
E-mails were recewed from the Michir-
gan PTA and All Kids First and dis

information system. The message call

local newspapers explaining why vouch
ers are not a good solution, adding that,
“It is your job to help make sure tha
message gets out there.”

Lansing schools
Kids First! Yes! filed a complain
against the Lansing School Distric

Judge asked to intervene
against Secretary of State

BY MIKE MALOTT
HOMETOWN NEWS SERVICE
mmalott@homecomm.net

The heated campaign contest over vouchers has
boiled over into a courtroom clash.
Educators filed guit Friday, Sept. 29, argumg

that a new campaign finance law, mtended to keep’

the government from spending tax money to influ-
ence elections, is stifling their First Amendment
free speech rights. At least, it will if Secretary of
State Candice Miller is allowed to continue inter-
preting and enforcing it the way she is now, they
say.

During a show cause hearing Monday, Oct. 2,

the Huron Valley School District, its teachers

union, the Michigan Education Association and the
Utica Eduecation Association asked Ingham County
Circuit Judge Michael Harrison to issue a prelimi-
nary injunction against Miller, blocking her from
enforcing the law for the remainder of the election

season. Harrison took the case under advisement,

saying he would likely issue an order early next
week. In the meantime, the judge did say school
distriets can publish articles in opposition to the

voucher proposal in newsletters, as long as they
also contain an article in support of the ballot

question to provide balance.

- Both sides say they are feeling intimidated and

In the newsletter, pro-voucher argu-

Please see VOUCHERS, A8::

According to secretary of state spokeswoman
Elizabeth Boyd, the court also “expressed reserva-
tions about the interpretive statement” Miller
wrote back in July to explain to school district offi-
cials what they can and cannot do, as they talk to
constituents about the ballot question, to stay
within the bounds of the Campaign Finance Act’s
new “Section 57.”

This is a fight that hag been brewing for months..

harassed by the other. Kids First! Yes!, the vouch- .
er proponent group that placed the constitutional
amendment question Proposal 1 on the ballot for
this November, contends that it has simply been
attempting to monitor the activities of school dis-
tricts as they inform voters about the ramifications
of the proposition.

To obtain the materials those districts are
putting out, Kids First has filed a string of Free-
dom of Information Act requests with districts
across the state, spokesman Greg McNeilly said.
Some districts have received as many as eight so
far, he said. _

Kids First has also filed 17 complaints with

Jacobsons

silhouetteartist
joyceredman

Thursday, October 12
and Friday, October 13
‘ #1t0o 8pm

Saturday, Ootober 14
10 amto 5 pm
In Children’s

Call (734) 591-7696, ext. 1024
to schedule an appointment today.

MON-SAT 10-9 « SUN NOON-6 I Livonia ¢ Laurel Park Place » (734) 591-7696

jacobsons.com

PLF1002840

Miller, alleging districts violated Section 57. Ini 12

cases, the secretary of state office has agreed that
Please see BATILE, A8

DIABETES DAY
OCTOBER 12TH 10 AM - 3 PM

¢ Free Accu-Chek Advantage blood glucose monitor with
purchase of 50 or 100 test strips.

» Representatives from Roche wdl be present for questions and
- demonstrations.

* Diabetic educational matemal avallable for your Diabetic needs.

"ACCU-CHEK

Advantage

°© No cleaning

o Basy calibration key
o Tomchable test strips
° 100 valne memory

*
PHREELIE WAL RENTORNG UF I- 96

DIABETIC SPECIALTIES
11587 Farmington Rd. ® Livonia, MI 48150

(734) 425 0010

Plymouth

n Farmington

Dld You KI‘lOW...

* Basketball was created at the
YMCA In1861?
¢ YMCA Youth Sports Programs ‘
emphasize Respect, Responsibility,
Honesty and Caring?

¢ All children play at least half a
game, regardiess of skill?

e The Livonia YMCA opened a brand
new, 10,500 sq. ft. Youth Sports
Field House?

o Family participation is welcome
and encouraged in the youth
sports programs?

We build strong Kids, strong
gi families, strong Communltles
Do

,I.'IVONIA FAMILY YMCA

14255 Stark Rd. ¢ Just N. of 1-96 ¢ Livonia e 734-261-2161

" We Service All Brands

L4
Just Click or Callt
"eﬂting & coo‘ing SEPVice. Neéd to schedul;c a heating scrvice c“all? Phone us

.day or might. Call or click for the best in Customer

or use Rheem Team E-S@PWIC® to request a service call..

Care. Either w. a), you can count on us to be @t ¢itme, in uniform, do the job right at a fair price, and clean up when

- WL Wlll Impress You. E Pr@m‘se@

llnite_d Temperature
Heating & Air Conditioning

734-525 1930

West Side / Southern Oakland County -
heemteam.net

we're finished.

WE Wi IMeress You
Wi

o J° HONEY CALL THE RHEEM TEAM o &9 1 888 RHEEM TEAM rheemteam.com

Affordable Senior
Living From...
A Name You

o

amepican
HOUSE

SENIOR LIVING RESIDENCES

1IONTH-TO-MONTH RENTALS %

*Suites, one & : apartments %Respite apartments available Recreational programs
wHousekeeping %Laundry Services %Scheduled transportation in our vans/buses Delicious meals
%Beauty & barber shops *24-hr emergency response *24-hr personal assistance is available

COME VISI'T US... ANY’I'IME...

ﬁ W mh WESTLAND |

1660 Venoy Rd.
975

WESTLAND II
39201 Joy Rd.

Westland, M1 48185
(734) 454-9838

WESTLAND Il

35700 Hunter Ave.
Westland, M1 48185
(734) 728-8670

“Westland, Mi 48186
‘(734) 326-777» _

LIVONIA 1l DEARBORN HTS.

LIVONIA - 'NORTHVILLE
14265 Middiebelt Rd *11525 Farmington Rd. 26600 Ann Arbor Tr. 42000 7 Mile Rd.
Livonia, M 48154 - Livonia, Ml 48150 Dearborn Hts,, MI 48127 Northviile, Ml 48167
(734) 261-2884 (734) 425-3050 (31 3) 278-6430 (248) 4491 480
@ (E\- - | ' Visit us on.fline at: www.américan-houSe.cOm §
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there may be infractions and has issued letters telling
dxstnct officials to stop the violations.
“No fines or sanctions have yet been levied. One com-

plamt was dismissed; the remainder are still under

review. That many FOIA requests in the short period
of time since last October “borders on harassment,”
said Southfield school district Public Information
Director Ken Siver.

 Southfield has not been the target of a complaint.
Still, Siver said that it is obvious from the number of
FOIAs filed that the purpose is not to monitor but to
intimidate school district ofﬁclals into saylng nothing
at all about the proposal.

¢ Southfield Superintendent Marlene Davis said the
FOIAs and complaints are having a chilling effect on
many teachers and school board members, whether a
complaint has been filed against them or not. That’s a
violation of educators’ free speech rights, Huron Valley
Superintendent Robert O’Brien said.

» In fact, he believes teachers and district administra-
tors have an obligation to explain the effect of ballot
proposals to their constituents. Local voters often ask

. them for their explanations and interpretations of edu-

catlon-related questions.

» Huron Valley was the subject of one complaint, and
the secretary of state warned the district Aug. 23 that
it may have violated the law in newsletters, e-mails
and press releases it has issued. But it’s the school dis-
tricts that are harassing Kids First! Yes!, according to
MecNeilly.
© Some districts have been reluctant to comply with
the FOIA requests. Others have said they would turn
over the information but have attempted to charge
exorbitant amounts for the documents. “They’d say,
‘OK, but we will charge you $100 per hour for compil-
ing this information,” ” McNeilly said. “When we told
them they couldn’t do that — the FOI Act says they
have to charge us at the rate of the lowest person on
staff who can compile the information - they'd say,
‘OK, it will take five hours at $20 per hour.”

- Kids First attorney Tim Knowlton said one district
attempted to charge the group $300 for one FOIA

" request. He said the group may file a lawsuit itself over

the prices it is being charged.

' The secretary of state herself is coming under fire
for the way she is enforcing the new state law. The
court case is filed against Miller. Kids First is not a
party in the case, although it will seek to join.

. Huron Valley, for instance, was cited for materials it
has released about the voucher proposal. A district

_ newsletter, the “Huron Valley Educator,” contained an

article entitled “Vouchers Loom: Students at Risk.” The

article included the statement, “Vouchers are at the -
heart of the right-wing attack on public institutions, an ..

attack that seeks to reduce government responsibility
for the good of all whlle maxxmlzmg support for private
and corporate gain.”

David Murley of the secretary of states Comphance

and Rules Division concluded’ the newsletter went .

beyond a strictly factual presentation of the pros and
cons of the voucher proposal. He explained that school
officials can take positions on ballot questions and can
campaign on their own time with their own money, but
they cannot use public resources to promote their point
of view or attempt to influence the election.

The teachers unions joined the case over a secretary
of state decision that they cannot use school building
mailboxes or the district’s internal mail system to com-
municate with their members about the voucher pro-
posal. Huron Valley Education Association attorney
Tom Baird said there is an exception in Section 57 that
allows for interfial communication between unions and
members.

But McNeilly and Knowlton argue that if the mail-
boxes are used to distribute materials opposed to
vouchers, they should also be opened to use by those
who support the proposal. Huron Valley Superinten-
dent O’Brien said he believes the secretary of state’s
interpretation of the law will violate his free speech
rights. He is also questioning whether there is a politi-
cal motivation in what he sees as an unusually aggres-
sive manner by Miller’s office of enforcing the cam-
paign finance law.

In all previous electlons it has been the Attorney
General’s office that has kept an eye on school districts
as they put out information about ballot proposals,
Davis said. Secretary of state spokeswoman Boyd coun-
tered that the change is the result of a 1996 amend-
ment to campaign finance law.

Prior to '96, the state relied on Attorney General
opinions to keep governmentaliunits from expending
public resources on election campaigns. The '96 revi-
sion clarified the rules in law ‘and assigned enforce-
ment to the secretary of state.

Boyd said Miller has gone to:great lengths to keep
politics out of the enforcement”of campaign finance
law. “She was one of the first to come out in opposition
to vouchers,” Boyd said. “To suggest now that she is
now somehow paying homage to the group that sup-
ports vouchers is ridiculous.” ;
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Wills to s;- eak on vouchers

Pulitzer Prlze wmmng 1

author and historian Gary

Wills will offer his perspective
on, the controversial school--
, voucher proposal Tuesday,. :
Oct. 17; at the Birmingham

Temple in Farmington Hills,

Wills, a professor at North- -

western University . in
Evanston, IlL., will lecture on

“Freedom From or For Reli--

gion” at 7:30 p.m. There is no
charge,

If it passes in the Nov. 7
general election, the voucher
referendum will rescind
Michigan’s ban on using tax
money for private and reli-
gious schools.

In conjunction with the lec-
ture, Clergy & Citizens Unit-
ed, an association of more
than 500 Michigan clergy and

civic leaders, will present its’

Citizen of the Year Award to
Gov. John Engler for his
stand against vouchers.

, _ sade,ntlal debate
between Democrat Al Gore
-and-Republican George W.
.Bush will be shown on large-
scéreen television after Wills’
talk.

A discussion of that debate,
moderated by Jack Lessen-

" berry, a Metro Times colum-
nist and Wayne State Univer-

. sity journalism professor, will
follow.™

Birmingham Temple is at
28611 12 Mile.

Clergy & Citizens United
was organized in 1995 to
defend the separatlon of
church and state in the pubhc
schools, -
© Wills, a former professor at
Johns Hopkins University in
Maryland, has written,
among other books, the
award-winning “Lincoln at
‘Gettysburg” and the recent “A
Necessary Evil.”

Wills speaks: Author

perspective on the
school-voucher proposal;
at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday,

‘Oct. 17, at the Birming- .

ham Temple in Farm-
ington Hills. :
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Gary Wills will offer his’

Board of Education for adopting a resolution
stating opposition to the voucher proposal. The
Secretary of State has concluded boards can
adopt such resolutions. The complaint was dis-
missed.

Livonia schools

Kids First! Yes! filed a complaint in Septem-
ber against Livonia schools. The complaint is
still under review by the secretary of state. .

Kids First cited a August issue of the dis-
trict’s newsletter, “Dialogue,” which included
an article by Superintendent Kenneth Watson.

The article was quoted as saying, “the suc-
cessful passage of this issue represents a defi-
nite cloud on our horizon.” It also stated that,

through other causes, vouchers will have a-

strong potential negative on our district.”

Grand Ledge

Kids First! Yes! filed a complamt in SeptemQ

ber against the Grand Ledge school district for

posting an audio-visual presentation, much.
like the one produced by Oakland Schools, on.
its district Web site. Although the secretary of

state’s office has Judged the presentation to be

in violation, the school district had not
removed the presentation from its Web site,.
the Kids First group complained. The voucher’
proponents are asking the secretary of state to -

order the school district to remove the presen-
tation from the Web page.

“combined with a declining enrollment
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STAFF PHO’POS BY PAUL HURSC[-IMANN

Root, root, root: Brittiny Embry, 15, and the rest of the Tiger cheerleaders root the football team
on to victory in Friday’s homecoming game against the Monroe Trojans.

Mascot and friend: The Tiger; aka Kelly LaVaut, 17, hugs cheer-
leader Jaime Elgas, 17, after the half-time festivities at Friday’s’

homecoming game.

Homecoming

t was a perfect end to an excit-

ing week, The Belleville Tigers

did their part Friday, beating
Monroe 34-14 in the school’s
annual homecoming game before
a crowd of more than 5,000,

The . victory, which helped the
undefeated Tigers clidch a state
playoff berth, was followed by the

It featured the same Mardi
Gras theme carried out during
the week with activities including
Mask Day and Bead Day, The
theme was inspired by the Bayou

‘Belleville win caps a busy week

Grill, the main street restaurant
with a menacing alligator statue
on its roof.

Senior April Dawson, 17, said
spirit week is the best thing
about homecoming because “it
brings the whole school together
to participate in one thing.”

Sharing a big moment: Homecoming Queen Sarah Boehms, 17, gets con-
gratulations from her best friend “since forever” Carrie Sucher, also 17.
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Berry stresses issues in longshot race:

By RICHARD PEARL
STAFF WRITER .
rpearl@oe.homeécomm.net

When barrel-chested Carl
Berry gets to work, he never
needs to roll up his sleeves: His
shirts are the short-sleeve kind.

In fact, if the popular former
police chief isn’t wearing one of
those, he says, it’s because he’s
cruising the countryside on one
of his Harley-Dav1dson motorey-
cles.

The shirts and the cycles
attest to the down-to-earth,
straightforward style of the Ply-
mouth Township resident and
outdoorsman whom area Repub-
licans hope will wrest the 13th
District U.S. Congressional seat
from the equally popular Lynn
Rivers, the incumbent Ann
Arbor Democrat, in the Nov. 7
general election.

Rivers is seeking a fourth con-
gecutive two-year term.

But Berry, ever the realist,
notes the 13th Distriet — which
runs from Ann Arbor east to
Garden City and Inkster ~ is “a
very Democratic district.”

And, he states at thie outset of
a recent interview with Observer
editors and reporters, “I’ll be
very frank — my chances of win-
ning are slim.”

So why is he running?

Because there are “a lot of
issues out there that people need
to know about ... that need to be

brought out and that people
want brought out. @And I feel
compelled to do that ” he
answers..

“If T win, that'd be great but if
I lose, my heart’s not going to be
broken,” says the veteran of 35
years in law enforcement and
more than 20 years in Republi-
can Party politics. “But I have
every intention of making this a
good race.”

It won’t be a dlrty one: “Lynn 8
got some very good ideas.”

But “She is on one side of the
coin, and I'm on the other side,
and I strongly believe that-both
sides need” to be heard “so peo-
ple have a choice about what
they want to do,” says the
founder of the Plymouth Repub-
lican Club.

As Berry sees it, individuals

need to take more responsibility °

in areas such as Social Security
investing and gun ownership;

‘the private sector needs to take

more responsibility for the high
prices of prescription drugs for
seniors; and the federal govern-

- ment needs to take responsibili-

ty for finding alternatives to
crude oil.

There’s too much government
regulation on, among other
things, t3¥% environment and
voting. And government should
stay out of the abortion issue

A altogether.

Berry favors a flat tax, trade
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with China, school vouchers and
charter schools and says the mil-
itary needs rebuilding. But he

also believes local law officers’

must be trained to fight 1nterna-
tional terrorism.

There should be background
checks on gun buyers, he says,

. but police need access to more of

the information from those
checks.

Berry favors citizens mvestmg
their Social Security money to
build stronger retirement plans

-~ investing is an excellent idea
because “it puts the responsibili-
ty back on people.” But people
need proper investment gchool-
ing first. "

Berry favors a flat tax because

it “is going to get to those people

that need to pay taxes and make
everybody pay the same tax.”

. There’d be no deductions: “If
you're going to be fair, be fair,”

Not the answer

Releasing U.S. oil reserves
won’t reduce prices, he says, but
government pressure on the oil

industry will. So will efforts to

find other energy sources.

“We've got to look at other
options” such as aleohol and elec-
tricity, Berry says. “Oil isn’t
going to last forever.”

Besides, “We gotta get into
mass transportation. There is no
real mass transit in metro
Detroit today.

“When we get to be seniors
and we don’t have a car any-
more, where’s our transporta-
tion?”

Berry says communities are
overwhelmed by governmental
paperwork on the environment
ang favors reducing the paper-
work but spending more money
to solve the problems.

He algo blames excess regula-
tion for recent vote-counting
woes: “The problems in the elec-

tions are huge, and it isnt the
clerks that are the problem it’s
the process.

‘Too many laws’

“They’re having too many ...
laws put on them,” he notes, cit-
ing the two-recount limit. “They

‘were only allowed to recount

votes twice in one community
and neither (counter) could come
up with the same count.”

He suggest changing the vot-
ing process: Add a ballot day, or
more-hours, ¢ or open up the
absentee process.”

Online voting may be an
answer, if security problems can
be solved, Berry says — “but
we’ve got to get more people to
vote. ... We're now a government
run by the minority” of these
who do vote “and that’s not
right.” ‘

As for abortion? “I'm pro-
choice — but I'm also pro-life. I
don’t think the government
should have anything to do with
the decision of abortion. ... If
you’ve got (any) legislation ..
that is wrong.

“I don’t like abortlons, but
“it’s a moral issue.”

However, repealing Roe vs.
Wade could restart abortion
mills like the two in Plymouth
during the 1960s, Berry says: “1
don’t ever want to see something
like that happen again.”

As for prescription drug prices
for elderly people and proposed
Medicare changes, Berry
believes that “the private side
has a hell of a lot more responsi-
bilities than they’re showing
right now.”

- He calis for a coalition in
Congress to find a balance in the
plans being proposed.

He favors trade with China
because “if you don’t open up the
doors ... you can’t really impaect”
China’s stand on human rights.
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arl Berry

But he thinks the American
worker ultimately will benefit
from the resulting economic
expansion.

2-front capability _

The U.S. military needs
rebuilding because it can’t han-
dle a war on two fronts, says
Berry, a Vietnam-era Air Force
veteran. -

However, he opposes deploying
the military in this country in
case of a terrorist attack.

The answer, says the former
police chief of both the city of
Plymouth and Plymouth Town-
ship, lies in training local police
in anti-terrorism tactics.

Besides, keeping more tax
money in-state to train law
enforcement officers “gives us
the ability to use the money
where it’s needed,” says Berry,
who in 1983 was called out of

Anyone may attend a discus-
sion of the proposed 0.50-mill
“Culture Tax” (Proposal A on the
Nov. 7 ballot) beginning 6:30
p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 11, at the
Smith Theatre on the Farming-
ton Hills campus of Oakland
Community College.

Panelists include Wayne
County Commissioner Lyn
Bankes, University of Michigan
professor John Chamberlin,
Farmington Arts Coordinator
Nancy Coumoundouros, Wayne

retirement as Plymouth chief to

Q

v

create Plymouth Township’s™

department.

As for gun control, “I don’t"v"'_
hunt, but I understand the"

hunters, ” says Berry, an out-

doorsman who enjoys fishing.""
Nevertheless, the former top cop™”
favors both background checks'"
and better education for gun .

owners.

“If a person is 1nst1tut10nahzed
for any particular reason, we'
need to have the ability to také a

look at that. Right now, we can’t,”™

“When I was police chief, we

were taking guns away from "~
crazy people a hell of a lot more

than were taken away from pe
ple that had common sense.”

He recalled twice taking a°

rocket launcher, sniper rifles
“and 25 other weapons, includ-.,

woaen

Please see BERRY, All -

Culture tax forum set-

......

County Regional ‘Education Ser- -

vice Agency Supermtenden’(ct

Mike Flanagan, Detroit Renais- .
sance President Paul Hillegonds,. -

Detroit City Councilman

Nicholas Hood III, Oakland~"

County Commissioner John
MecCulloch and Oskland County

Economic Development and -

Planning Division Supervisor for
'V?arkotimf and Research Marlys
Vickers.

For more information, call

Alice Rhein at (248) 901—2568 e
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the entire human genome. Testing for genetic mutations
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Local OfflClal lobbies Clinton for flood aid

BY RICHARD PEARL
STA¥F WRITER
rpearl@oe.homeeomm.net :

A Wayne County commissioner has v
personally appealed to President Bill
Clinton on behalf of all the victims of

last. month’s widespread flooding.

Commissioner John J. Sullivan, D-
Wayne, asked Clinton for federal assis-
tance during the president’s late-
September visit to the Detroit area.

Sullivan said some of the victims live
in, the city of Wayne, in the area
around Annapolis Hospital, which was
affected. At least one other V1ct1m is

from Canton Township.

Sullivan said the Canton res1dent

who said his basement was ﬂooded
with sewdge, was referred to him by
the township. Sullivan’s office referred
the man to the office of Mark R.
Sparks, director of the county’s emer-

gency management division.

Sullivan met the president at Wlllow

Run Airport.

“I simply wanted to make sure that
President Clinton was aware of the sit-

uation,” Sullivan said.

“] explained to him that (the storms)
caused sewers to back up into people’s
basements in many cities and town-
ghips in Wayne County,” the commis-
gioner said. “I also shared that (Michi-
gan) has declared a state of disaster in
Wayne County because of the basement

and street flooding.”

Sullivan said Clinton told him, “T'll

see what I can do, John.”

Heavy rains Sept. 10-11 flooded thou-
sands of basements with untreated

Berry frone page AI10

l ‘4 explained to him that (the storms) caused sewers to
“bhack up into people’s basements in many cities and town-

ships in Wayne County.

~John J. Sullivan

—Wayne County commissioner

sewage. Although residents and roads
in Sullivan’s 11th Distriet — which
includes Wayne, Sumpter Township
and Canton — were affected, the Down-
river area was the heaviest hit,

Wayne County Executive Edward H.
McNamara declared a disaster area,
triggering Gov. John Engler’s involving
state agencies in assessing the problem
- a necesgity before requesting federal
aid. The Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency also got involved.

Based on the state reports, Engler
this past Monday requested that Clin-
ton declare a disaster in the county.

“A presidential disaster declaration
will further help the people who have
been affected by flooding in their homes
and businesses -and get their lives back
to normal as soon as possi-

response?

week or so.” -

~ How soon can the state can expect a

“We just have to wait for the federal
process to work its way through,”
Michigan State Police Inspector Phil
Schertzing, the assistant commander of
the Emergency Management Division..
That division and the Michigan Depart-
ment of Transportation helped commu-
nities assess damages.

“It’s very difficult to estimate” how
long it’ll take, he said. “It could be a
matter of a few days, or it could be a

He said Engler’s request went to
FEMA'’s Chicago regional office, which
will then forward it to the main FEMA
office in Washington, D.C,, for a recom-
mendation to the president.

said

ble,” the governor said.

Preliminary assessments
by FEMA show the rainfall
caused flooding in 13,211
private residences and
businesses, the governor

said,

Many victims estimated
‘repair, restoration and
replacement costs at $5,000
or more. Some estimates
reached $25,000.

‘REDFORD, Mi - Without a doubt,
the biggest used car sale to be
held in the Metro Detroit area will
be this Thursday & Friday,
October 5-6 at Bruce Campbell
Dodge, located at 14875
Telegraph in Redford. Over 150
quality used cars, trucks and vans
will be offered at rock-bottom

ing a grenade launcher and gas
masks” from a fellow police offi-
cer — only to be ordered by the
court both times to return the
weapons.

After the officer caused a sec-

ond stand-off with police, Berry
refused the second order to

return the weapons. “Of course, trustee seats — Berry said the unprecedented in the history of the Dodge and rec.eive the most 8 AVE 26%

he threatened to throw me in situation has been “put on hold comparny. pleasant shopping and buying ON S$TEIFF

jail. But I said, ‘No, I ain’t gonna  until after the elections. The reason for a sale of this experience of your life. 8947 W. 12 Milc Rd

give them back to him — I know | Vot B i o et o, [0 Thursday -9 DURING Berkley

this guy’s history.” “My complaint is baa’smelly a large number of vehicles at a Please direct all phone inquiries to EVENT DAY! (248) 543-3115

Sold in lobby party thing (but) I dopt ,l}ke to smaller margin, everybody is a (313) 538-1500. : *15% off on special orders. Mon. - Sat. 10-5:30 & Fri. 10-8
see people buy an election. winner, all vehicles less than nine *Select items not included.

Berry did finally return them
but only after the man agreed

to sell them in the police station
lobby.

Berry understands those who

feel the need to carry a concealed
weapon: “I don’t carry a gun
every day, but I understand the

+ fear” of people who have been

threatened because, as a former
chief, it’s happened to him.

But he believes owners need to

be taught the devastation a bul-
let can cause and the conse-
quences to the shooter.

“That’s where the issue is: It

Berry is a strong believer in

charter schools and is actively
involved with the new Canton

a

child’s education,” and in large
systems like Plymouth-Canton,

stronger involvement in their

prices.

According to sales manager, Jim
White, Campbell Dodge offers all
high-quality vehicles and this sale
will be no exception.. In the past
three vyears, Campbell has
jinstituted policies and procedures
toward commitment to_long-term
customer satisfaction that has
resulted in increased sales and
customer . satisfaction levels

grants to help education in both
public and charter schools, he
says.

‘On a local political issue — his
complaint about $40,000 in
donations from outside the dis-
trict supporting two Republican
candidates for local township

. ADVERTISEMENT

Dealer to Sell Used Cars
for $1.00 Down

years old and under 100,000 miles
are covered by a three-month,
3,000 mile power-train warranty. In
addition, Campbell has an
exclusive 48-hour, 250-mile
exchange policy virtually making
your purchase "risk free."

Finance experts will be on site
during this event. Bruce Campbel!
Dodge is the home of the "Motor
City Yes Man" so regardless of your
credit history, all you need to do is
bring your current driver's license,
payroll stub and proof of address.
No finance application will be
refused, Trade-ins are also
welcome.

So, if you in the market for a quality
used car, truck or van, make sure
you stop by Bruce Campbeil

Lt002123

Send him the Bill: Wayne County Com

D-Wayne, (at left) asked President BLl?l Clinton for federal assis-
tance at Willow Run Airport during the president’s late- September
visit to Detroit.

-

stoner John J. Sullivan, )

DICK'S
UPHOLSTERY
Since 1979
. Specializing in:
Custom Upholstery ¢ Slip Covers
10-15% OFF ALL

' FABRICS WITH THIS AD!
Expires 10-31-00

(248) 471-6590

19162 Farmington Road  N. of 7 Mile « Livonia

dollhospital.com

‘- 5] Event

Thursday, Oct. 5, 6-8pm

Dick Frantz, Official Archivist will appraise
Steiff Pieces (limit 2) & sign recent purchases.
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BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER
tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net

- Prosecutors admitted their
case was circumstantial, but in
the end it came down to fresh
paint and blood found in the
basement of Azizul Islam’s Roe
Street home in Plymouth that
led to Islam’s conviction Tuesday
for the murder of his estranged
wife, Tracy.

The same paint was found on
the body parts of Tracy, whose
limbs were found last December

in an A&W Restaurant trash bin .

in Dearborn, with her torso
found in a field in northwest
Ohio. Police also found evidence
of the paint, which Islam used on
his basement floor to cover up
blood stains, on plastic bags
which covered the human
remains.

“The best ev1dence was the
paint chips on the bags and the
torso and body parts,” said Assis-
tant Wayne County Prosecutor
- Michael Lehto after the verdict.
“That put the body in the base-
‘ment of the house, and unraveled
the defense theory of a mystery
person committing the murder.”

Even defense attorney Michael
Schwartz admitted the paint was
the strongest evidence presented
to the jury of six men and six
women, who deliberated just
over four hours before convicting
Islam.

“The strongest evidence the

I've ever been involved
with. It’s entirely cir-
cumstantial, there was-
n’t an eyewitness to
anything.’

" Prosecutor Michael Lehto

prosecution had was the paint,”
said Schwartz. “All it does is
show the body was in the house.
It doesn’t show who committed
the murder.”

Sentencing in front of Wayne
County Circuit Judge Patricia
Fresard is scheduled for Friday,
Oct. 20. The first degree murder
conviction carries a mandatory
sentence of life in prison without
possibility of parole.

As the verdict was read by the
jury foreman, Islam, 51, showed
no emotion about being convicted
of first degree murder and muti-
lation of a dead body. His son,
Joseph, 17, ran from the court-
room crying and shouting.
Islam’s daughter, Anna, 15, put

her head in her hands and wept

in the courtroom. Other Islam
family members and supporters
had the look of shock -on their
faces.

Meanwhile, Tracy Islam’s sis-
ter, Anita Ross, who flew in from
London, England to testify and
stayed for the entire trial, felt

‘Ross.

relieved at the verdict.

“Justice has been done,” said
“I felt confident all along:
It’s the only verdict the jury
could have come up with. The
hard work of the prosecution and
the police was brilliant.”

Ross, who will be returning to
England, is hopeful she can get
the remains of Tracy to be buried
in Britain.

Schwartz left no doubt he will
appeal the murder conviction.

“I don’t see how the jury could
come up with a first degree mur-
der conviction without showing
intent or premeditation,” said
Schwartz. “I don’t see how this
conviction can stand without this
kind of testimony.

“They can conclude, if they
want to, that she dled in the
house. But they don’t have suf-
ficient evxdence to show that of
all the people in the house he did
it.”

Afterwards, Lehto appeared
somewhat emotional as the four-
week-old case finally came to an
end.

“It’s the hardest case I've ever
been involved with,” he said.
“It’s entirely circumstantial,
there wasn’t an eyewitness to
anything.

“Most of the time it’s easy to
keep distance from the family,
but in this case there was a lot of
effort put into it by everyone
involved and it was hard not to
get emotlonally involved,” said
Lehto.

their mother, Tracy.

e
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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS AGENDA
October 12, 2000

Notice is hereby given that there will be a meeting of the Zoning Board of
Appeals THURSDAY, October 12, 2000 AT 7:30 P.M. The meeting will be
held in the First Floor Meeting Room in the Township Administration

. Building located at 1150 S. CANTON CENTER ROAD. The following

Agenda will be discussed:

Pledge of Allegiance to the flag .
Roll Call; Blaylock, Cisek, Demopoulos, Johnson, Redfern
Acceptance of Agenda

1. John E. Thomas of Sempliner, Thomas & Boak 711 W. Ann Arbor Trail
Plymouth Mi 48170 representing Richard Scott of Dick Scott KIA 41840
Michigan Avenue Canton Mi 48188 are requesting a front yard setback
variance to Zoning Ordinance 6.02 Q. Open Air Business Paragraph #4.
Parcel 137-99-0018-703
(Planning)

2. A & S Development 882 Ecorse Ypsilanti Mi 48198 representmg Larry
Boykins 1197 Wildwood Canton Mi 48188 for Property at 1611 Iman
Drive Creckside Villas. They are requesting a variance to Zoning
Ordinance 26- Section 26.02 Height Variance of house because of high
water table to include basement. .

Parcel # 096-08-0007-000 (5A) (TABLED FROM SEPTEMBER 14, 2000)

A & S Development 882 Ecorse Vpsilanti Mi 48198 representing
Mohamad & Amale Miri 6140 Kendal Dearborn Mi 48126 for property at

1639 Iman Drive Creekside Villas. They are requesting a variance to -

Zoning Ordinance 26-Section 26.02 Height Variance of house because of
high water table to include basement,

Parcel # 096~08-0006-000 (5B) (TABLED FROM SEPTEMBER 14, 2000)
(Building)

3. Pastor Ron Chase of Canton Calvary Church 7933 N. Sheldon Rd.
Canton MI 48187-2115 is requesting a variance to Fence requirements
for corner lots. (Building Fence Ordinance # 103 Section 8 D2 for the
above address.)

Parcel # 011-99-0011-002
(Building)

4. Stephen Fry 5998 Runnymeade Canton Mi 48187 representmg Robert
Pelzel of Tony V’s 20330 Hall Road Clinton Twp. 48038 is requesting a
Zoning Ordinance Variance of Article 26 Section 26.02 rear yard sethack
for 5998 Runnymeade.

Parcel # 040-01-0915-000
(Building)

{Approval of September 14, 2000 minutes)

TERRY G. BENNETT, Clerk

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON
ACCESS TO PUBLIC MEETINGS
The 'Charter Township of Canton will provide necessary reasonable
auxiliary aids and services, such as signers for the hearing impaired and
audio tapes of printed materials being considered at the meeting, to
individuals with disabilities at the meeting/hearing upon two weeks notice
to the Charter Township of Canton. Individuals with disabilities requiring
auxiliary aids or services should contact the Charter Township of Canton by
writing or calling the following: .
David Medley, ADA Coordinator
Charter Township of Canton, 1150 S. Canton Center Road
Canton, MI 48188
(734) 397-5435
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CITY OF PLYMOUTH
NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Notice is hereby given that the City of Plymouth will accept
sealed bids until 2:00 p.m. E.ST. on Thursday, October 12,
2000 for the following:
Road Sale
De-icing Pellets

Specifications and proposal forms are available at the office of the
Administrative Services Director during regular office hours.
The City of Plymouth reserves the right to accept or reject any or all bids, in
whole or in part, and bo waive any irregularities.

CAROL A. STONE
Administrative Services Director
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New in Northville! « NOW OPEN!

New shipment just arrived from Mexico!
Over 100 Chlmeneas to choose from.
Many, many new products available.

Open to public
Tues-Sat 11-5

Wholesale available
by appointment

\Brickscare R

2 MILES WEST OF 1-275
(ENTER OFF 8 MILE ROAD)

21061 Brickscape Drive » Northville, Ml 48167

248-374-8040

WESTERN TOWNSHIPS UTILITIES AUTHORITY
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
REGULAR MEETING SYNOPSIS
3:00 P.M.,, MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 2000

" Regular meeting called to order at 3:28 p.m.

Present: Thomas Yack, Kathleen Keen-McCarthy )

A Letter of recognition was presented to the OMI employees for their
managing of the flows during the September 2000 rain event.

Agenda - adopted as amended; adding item #VIII(c) MMRMA - Electric
Choice Program.

Minutes of the regular mesting of August 28, 2000 - approved.

Schedule of operating expenses totaling $894 607.72 - approved.

Operations & Maintenance Report for August 2000 - received and filed.
Operations Manager's Report for September 2000 - received and filed and
approved the Operations Manager to sign the letter of intent with the
Wayne County Parks Department on the Redirection Project parks issues

-and further to accept the recommendation of the Operations Manager to.

dispose of the surplus mower to Canton Township DPW and waive the

Jury finds Islam guilty in wife’s murder

'K “‘It’s the hardest case

STAFF PHOTO BY PAUL HURSCHMANN

Reaction: Anna Islam, 15, and Joseph Islam, 17, react Tuesday to the guilty verdict
returned in their father Azizul Islam’s trial in the murder and dismemberment of

Car shoWs benefit hospice

Dragon Head Productions’ last
care show of the season is histo-
ry, and so is the trophy for the
John Kanan Memorial Out-
standing Vehicle Award.

Larry Mlynareck of Redford
walked away with the honor for
his 1969 Chevy Nova. He’s one
of three Redford.residents who
earned awards at the show,
which was organized by fellow
Redford resident Joe Langa in
honor of his stepfather, John

oschao
BOQOKS ang GIFTS

Dedicated to promoiing traditional
Christian values and education through
good service, quality products and a
sincere devotion 1o help spread the Gospel
in our society.

Featured Speake
V Rev. Fr. Peter Gl[lql:lst, Noted Author

V Rev. Fr, James Jor%enson, Professor at

Sacred Hear y

Call Us or Vist Ouxr Website for
More Info

29219 W. 6 Mile, Livonia, MI
Phone (734) 4669722,
www.paschabooks.com
Mon.-Fri 10 am-6 pm
Saturday 10 am-5 pm

Kanan.
Tom Halstead received the

second-place People’s Choice i

Award for his 1965 Ford Mus-
tang, while James Gibbs gar-
nered third place for his 1981 El
Camino.

The best-in-show honor went
to Evert Trudell of Commerce
Township for his 1932 Dodge,
while the first-place People’s
Choice Award went to Glen
Wyscarvver for his 1999 Ford.

The Show and Shine Award
was won by Ray Rodriguez of
Garden City for his 1971 Nova.

Trophies also were presented
in individual categories, such as
rod, sports car, truck and van,

custom, antique and restored |

and club participation.

Also receiving awards for
being best in their class were
Gail Brafford of Westland for his
1956 Ford Victoria, Frank
Petersmark of Livonia for his
1966 Pontiac GTO, Ken Boaz of
Detroit for his 1947 Dodge
Coupe, Mark Jablonicky of Livo-
nia for his 1952 Chevrolet deliv-
ery sedan and Julian Doyle of
Plymouth for his 1956 Ford cuS’ -
tom.

Langa started the car show'
series as a way of saying thank-
you to the people at Community.
Hospice and Home Care Ser-
vices Inc. who took care of his
stepfather when he was dying.

 Disposal Procedures in Section 5.15 of the WTUA Administrative
Procedures.
YCUA Odor Serubbing Facility - approved.
WTUA Mission Statement - approved.
MMRMA - Electric Choice Program - approved, subject to conditions.
Used Computer Disposal Procedure Exemption - approved
Redirection Project - approved.
Landscape Architect; Request For Qualifications - approved.
The regular meeting was adjourned at 4:30 p.m.,
Chairman,
_ . THOMAS J, YACK
This is a synopsis. A complete copy of the minutes may be reviewed at the
© WTUA offices located at 40905 Joy Road, Canton, MI 48187.
Publish: October 5, 2000
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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON
NCTICE OF CLCSE CF REGISTRATICN
‘GENERAL ELECTION
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 2060

TO THE QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF CANTON
TOWNSHIP-WAYNE COUNTY

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT OCTOBER 10, 2000 IS THE LAST
DAY TO REGISTER TO VOTE OR CHANGE YOUR ADDRESS FOR THE
ABOVE STATED ELECTION.

If you are not currently registered to vote or have changed your address-you
may do so at the followmg locatlons :

IN PERSON: .

¢ At the township clerk's office or at the office of any county clerk during
normal business hours.

¢ At any of the Secretary of State branch offices during normal business
hours.

¢ At the specified agency for clients receiving services through the Family
Independence Agency, the Department of Health, Michigan Jobs
* Commission and some offices of the Commission for the Blind.

e At the military recruitment offices for those in the armed forces.

IN MAIL:

. ¢ By obtaining and completing a Mail Voter Registration Application and
forward to the election official as directedwon the application by the close
of registration deadline. Mail voter registration applications may be -
obtained by contacting:

TERRY G. BENNETT, CANTON TOWNSHIP CLERK
1150 S. CANTON CENTER ROAD .
CANTON, MI 48188
(784) 397-5435

Note: A per who registers to vote by mail is required to vote in person
unless they have previously voted in person in the city/township
where they live or are at least sixty (60) years of age or are
handicapped.

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The Township Board will meet at 7:00 f) .., Tuesday, October 24, 2000 at
the administration building located at 1150 South Canton Center Road to .
conduct a public hearing regarding the following: v
Consideration will be given to the apphcatwn submitted to the Mlchlgan
Liquor Control Commission to add space in a special 2000 on-premise
licensed business with Dance and Entertainment Permit and Golf Permit
for Pheasant Run Golf Course, located at 46500 Summit Parkway. i
The State of Michigan Liquor Control Commission reguires that a public
hearing be held as part of the process of adding space to this facility. :
All ‘interested citizens are encouraged to attend-and will be offered an
opportunity at said hearing to voice any concerns they may have regarding
this request. Written comments may also be submitted to the Township
Clerk’s Office prior to the hearing date. TERRY G. BENNETT

Townshlp Clerk
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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CAN'I“ON
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The Board of Trustees of the Charter Township of Canton will conduct a
public hearing on Tuesday, October 24, 2000 at 7:00 P.M. in the First Floor

‘Meeting Room of the Canton Township Administration Building, 1150 S.

Canton Center Road, as a part of its regular meeting.

The purpose of the public hearing will be to consider a request by Uni
Boring Company, Inc. to amend Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate
#99-581, approved by the Canton Township. Board of Trustees on October
12, 1999, for real and personal property on their facility located at 7261
Commerce Boulevard within the Northeast Canton Industrial Development
District, the legal description of which is as follows: o

Part of the Southwest ¥ of Section 1, Town 2 South, Range 8 East, Canton
Township, Wayne County, Michigan, as described as follows: Commencing .-
_ at the South % corner of Section 1, T.2.S., R.8.E., thence North 02 Degrees -
07 Minutes 49 Seconds West, 85.5 feet along the North and South % line |
of Section 1, thence South 88 Degrees 45 Minutes 59 Seconds West, 49.51
feet to the Point of Beginning, thence continuing South 88 Degrees 45 -
Minutes 59 Seconds West, 696.18 feet to the Easterly Right of Way of I
275 Expressway and a non-tangent curve concave to the Southeast, -
having a radius of 11,334.16 feet, to which point a radial line bears North -
81 Degrees 06 Minutes, 34 Seconds West, thence Northeasterly, 759.83 -
feet along the arc of said curve, through a central angle of 03 Degrees 50 .
Minutes 28 Seconds (The chord of said curve bears North 10 Degrees 48 *
Minutes 40 Seconds: East, 759.69 feet), thence North 88 Degrees 42 -
Minutes 27 Seconds East, 526.00 feet, thence South 02 Degrees 07 .
Minutes 49 Seconds East 74359 feet to the Point of Beginning.
Containing 10.50 acres of land. Parcel no. 008-99-0008 713. (7261 and -
7375 Commerce Boulevard) - _
TERRY G. BENNETT
Clerk .
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LISA C. TAYLOR

Services for Lisa C. Taylor, 40
of Whitelake, Mich., will be held
at noon Monday, Oct. 2, at the
McCabe Funeral Home Canton
Chapel, 851 Canton Center
Road, with the Rev. Drex Mor-
toh officiating. Visitation is from
10 a.m. until the time of the ser-
vice.

She was born on Dec. 20, 1959,
in Detroit and died Sept. 25 in
Whitelake, Mich.

Preceding her in death was
her father, Milo B. Taylor; and
one brother, Timothy Taylor.

She is survived by her mother,

 Lillian Taylor-Belobraydic of |

Canton; stepfather, Joe Belo-
braydic of Canton; and two
brothers, Mile (Yvonne) Taylor,
Tony (Lori) Taylor. .

Memorials may be made to the
charity of choice.

Arrangements were made by
McCabe Funeral Home.

GURTIS L. POWELL £l

Services for Curtis L. Powell
11, 46, of Plymouth were Sept. 30
at St. Kenneth Catholic Church
with the Rev. Joseph S. Mallia
officiatinig. Burial was at
Lapham Cemetery in Salem
Township.
_Mr. Powell was born on Feb.
17, 1954, in Ann Arbor and died
Sept. 26 in Detroit. He worked
for Materials Specialty Handling

Inc. as a mechanic/ welder. He
was a member of St. Kenneth
Catholic Church.
He was preceded in death by
his father, Curtis L. Powell,
Survivors-include his wife,
Patricia A, Powell of Plymouth;
one son, Jeremy (Lisa) Powell of
Redford; his mother, Violet Pow-
ell of Plymouth; one brother, Vir-
gil Norgrove of Plymouth; his
father-in-law, Howard McLellan;
mother-in-law, Joann McLellan;
and several brothers-in-law, sis-
ters-in-law, niecés and nephews.
Memorials may be made to
Kids with Cancer, c¢/o Plymouth
Knights of Columbus, 150 Fair
St., Plymouth, MI 48170,
Arrangements were made by
Vermeulen Funeral Home,

MARY CANDACE GYSEL

Services for Mary Candace
Gysel, 44, of South Lyon were
held Oct. 2 at St. Joseph
Catholic Church with the Rev.
Kees Hillenaar officiating. Buri-
al was at St. Hedwig Cemetery
in Dearborn Heights.

Mrs. Gysel was born on Dec,
21, 1955, in Dearborn and died
Sept. 28 in Salem Township. She
worked as a waitress at both
Fonte d’Amore and the former
Plymouth Landing restaurants.
She was a member of St. J oseph
Catholic Church,

She was preceded i in death by

MILITARY NEWS

her father, Raymond Hugh Hart |

ley.

Survivors include her hus -

band, James R. Gysel of Salen:

Township; one son, Justin R.
Gysel of Salem Township; her ’;
mother, Imogene Hartley of

Westland; four brothers, Jame:

Hartley of Belleville, Christo- : -
pher (Beth) Hartley of Westland.

Michael (Sandy) Hartley O SARNETE. SIMMONS

Decatur, ‘Ala., Burl (Ka’shy
Autry of Cincinnati, Ohio; an
her mother-in-law, Peggy Re*i
ford of Redford.

Memorials may be made to the -

Justin Gysel Education Fund, ¢/
Vermeulen Funeral Home,

46401 W. Ann Arbor Road, Ply-

mouth, MI 48170,

Arrangements were made by |

Vermeulen Funeral Home.
NORMAN W. WOOD

dens West in Westland.
1918, and died Sept. 27. H:

owned Glenwood Medical Labc
ratory and worked as a medica’

technician.

Survivors include his wife,
Dorothy Wood; two daughters
Linda (Frank) Heyniger of Ply-

Pe
1

Services for Norman W. Wood. |
82, of South Lyon, formerly of !
Wayne, were Sept. 30 at Uh: °
Funeral Home with the Rev. . T
Robert Joy officiating. Buria: =
was at Cadillac Memorial Gar .
" one brother, James Rozsnyai;
Mr. Wood was born on Feb. 1¢.

mieuth, Bonny (Paul) Griffin of
vuth Lyon; one son, Larry
rry) Wood of Plymouth; one
ter, Eleanor Rule of Dearborn;
aud four grandchildren.

Memorials may be made to the
Ar bor Hospice or Alzheimer’s
gsociation.

Arrangements were made by
i'hi Funeral Home.

(tarnet E. Simmons of Canton
-iied on Sept. 29, 2000, in Farm-
:ton Hills. She was born on
22, 1928, in Detroit.
“he came to the Canton com-
nunity in 1968 from Detroit.
retired from the Burroughs
nip. in 1986 where she worked
an assembler. She was an
id bowler. She bowled on five
cagues a week until her health
led. She loved to watch soap
operas.
Survivors include her son,
teven E. (Deborah) Mango of
>nton; two daughters, Paula
(Lee) Vaughn of Warren,
ren B. Sandhurst of Arizona;

n grandchildren, Scott,
ana, Sean, Adam, Misty,
:aura, Chad; and five great-
ndchildren.

Arrangements were made by
‘hrader-Howell Funeral Home.

To submit your military
announcement, send the material
printed or typewritten to: Ply-
mouth-Canton Observer, 794 S.
Main 8t., Plymouth, Ml 48170.

COMMISSION. _
Army Pvt, Jeffrey M. Albright
son of Mary C. Albright of Can-
ton, has arrived for duty at Kun-
san Air Base, Kunsan City,
South Korea. Albright is a light-

wheel vehicle mechanic assigned
to Echo Battery, 1st Battalion,
43rd Air Defense Artillery.
Albright is a 1999 graduate of
Plymouth Salem High School.

DEAN'S LIST -

Cadet Kyle D. Petroskey, son
of Larry and Sandy Petroskey of
Plymouth, was named to the
Dean’s List at the U.S. Military
Academy. To qualify for the

Last Sunday morning

at 9:15 Becky
Stevens left
home!

It wasn't the first time.
It happens almost every week.

Dean’s List, a cadet must main
tain a 3.0 grade point average
Petroskey graduated from Ply

mouth Salem High School i
- 1997, He is concentrating hi:

tudies in mechanical engineer-
tng and plans to graduate from
A'ost Point in 2001 and be com-
roissioned as a second lieutenant
11 the Army.

mhampracﬂc
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Fish you were here

Fin and bear it: Canton residents Dick and Margo
Panko pose with the Observer and the 20-pound
salmon Dick hooked while on a fishing vacation in
Echo Bay, Vancouver, B.C., Canada.
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\ Over 11 Years in Business

/ f~ Full Service
Professional Pet Care §

,; BELLE CREEK !
KENNELS !

% o 29625 Munger ¢ Livonia

734@152193 144

eBoarding
eDay Care
sGrooming
Pet Shipping = -
¢Training & Ed%@a@mg

TR S

website: abkdcombellecreel\

HagsOr  UPDATE

Center

You see, Bec'kl,l spends Sunday morning with about 20
other kids her age at Trinity Presbyterion Church. Her
parents don't let Becky go off by herself. They take her.

Presented by

Hands Oz Center For Physical Therapy
MANAGING LYMPHEDEMA

lymphedema can be a -very each differs in its approach, both stress
significant complication of cancer skin and nail care, manual lymphatic
therapy. It involves a disruption of the drainage, compression garments,
normal drainage of lymph ithe exercise, and patient education.
The after affects of cancer treatment

Becky loves every minute of it. Her mom and dad love it
too. Not just because of the way Becky is growing, but

| HADI.ING PEY EATERGENCIES

. ! . A colorless fluid cont fecti
because of the way the church helps the whole me!lQ It can be extremely stressful if yo- tiocomes seriously ilf or injured, but : fcf(;??trrzsgs ;J;m;ﬁzg;?lens% " e»f/llw?gh and surgery can be debilitating for
remaining calm will help the animal. h the animal slowly and cautiously, | produces swelling as fluid individuals without proper recovery

StC‘V CfOS?I’ together' speaking in a calm voice to minimize sir

contact your pet's regular veterinarian.
referrals to a nearby emergency pet hos
as it could be a matter of life or death fc
use your phone instead. The American
reported receiving e-mails about a kitte:
sites are not equipped to handle such e

Keep your vet's phone number poste:
emergency numbers. PARKWAY VEY
veterinary care, including emergency se
complete health check-up and preve
spaying. Visit either of our two locatio
453-2577, or 5750 Lilley Rd. in Cantor:

P.S. To be accredited by the AAHA, &
to emergency care.

assessing the situation, immediately

mal hospitals provide on-cail vets or

ar delay in seeking medical attention,

t. Stay off the computer, though, and

I Hospital Association (AAHA) recently

by & car and a severely bleeding bird. Web
fncies,

accumulates in blocked lymph vessels
or nodes. Usually seen in the arms or
legs, the complication may follow
surgical removal of lymph notes or
occur after post-surgical radiation
therapy. Treatment of chronic
lymphedema requires a coordinated
effort by the physician, physical
therapist, and patient. Massage
therapies have proven to be effective,
including the Casley-Smith and the
Lerner methods. These methods are
also referred to as complex
decongestive physiotherapy. While ;
P.S. The risk that a breast cancer patient will develop upper-extremity
edema following surgery and radiation is estimated to be between 10% §
and 44%
AR

services, If you have been diagnosed
with cancer, ur & condition which
requires surgery, ash your physician
for a referral to the HANDS ON
CENTER FOR PHYSICAL THERAPY.
We'll work closely with you and your
doctor to ensure maximum recovery
and performance levels. You'll find our
facilities located in Plymouth, at 470
Forest Avenue, Suite 20. Early
morning and evening appoiniments,
For more information, please call 455«
8370, Medicare accepted.

Maybe you should think about leaving home
next Sunday morning!
if you do, bring the whole family.

ar view near the phone along with other
4RY CLINIC provides comprehensive
‘or pets. Bring your car or dog here for a
such as inoculations, neutering and
5 Wifcox Rd. In Plymouth, tel. 733-
981-4400, open six days a week.

annary hospital must offer 24-hour access

Trinity Presbyterian Church
10101 Ann Arbor Road, Plymouth
at Corner of West Ann Arbor cmd Gotfredson Roads
(5 miles West of Ann Arbor & Sheldon Roads)
734.459.9550
Worship Services 8:30, 9:45 and 11:15 a.m.

1998280 "‘-“iiéi-ii3%5}3&!}}&5@!@?&%&«"{&%&@1ﬁﬁiﬁ@iiﬁw
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Festival & Sale

October 5% wru October 8™

Special Sale Hours: Thursday 10-8
Friday 10-8 * Saturday 10-6 * Sunday 10-5

« IN THE STORE * IN THE BARNS -
- UNDER THE TENTS -

now! Alor}_gf] with incredible low rates, AAA 734-844-0146 8
Travel is offering an exclusive travel gift S i
certificate totaling 5% of your cruise Weekdays 8:30 am - 5:30 pm ON THE PORCH ° IN THE GARDEN
purchase’, which can be used for future Thursdays until 7:00 pm

AAA Travel/Canton
2017 N. Canton Center Rd.

you : e cruise,
there’s no better time to book than right

travel. It's only good on bookings made in , .
October, and only at AAA Travel! Choose r
from hundreds of dream cruises, including
the Caribbean, Hawaii, Alaska, Mexico,
Europe and more!

To find out more, contact AAA Travel
today, and let us help turn your dream
cruise into reality!

5206 Plymouth Road
1%2 miles east of US-23
Ann Arbor, Michigan
(734) 663-5558

*Sorry, some collectables are not able to be onsale, - &
Ligats

* Selected sallings. Based on availability.

Seven Mile & Hagb
Northville wr 248-73
www.michiganmen

* Offer valid for AAA members on new preferred supplier cruise bookings magde Qctober
2-31, 2000 with a cabin vatue of $1,500 or more (airfare, transfers, port charges and tax
excludsd). Full payment must be made by December 31, 2000 and travel must be com-
pleted by June 30, 2001, AAA Travel gift certificate can only be applied to future bookings,
not Cruise Booking Blitz bockings. Other restrictions may apply. See AAA Travel for
complete details. Offer may be withdrawn at any time without notice.

PDFL1002725

Travel

www.aaamich.com Someone you can count on.™
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Electric choice may lead
to savings for taxpayers

When communities are growing, the

tendency is for government to grow -

right along with them. Which is another
way of saying “Let the taxpayer
beware.”

That’s why it was heartemng to hear
reeently that Canton Township officials
have agreed to participate in an agree-
mént with the Michigan Municipal Risk
Management Authority in search of
lower electricity bills. It will cost Can-
ton all of $100 to join the coalition of
communities being put together by the
municipal insurer.

The so-called electric choice agree-
ment is something that was spurred by
recent state legislation deregulating the
utility industry. What it means in that
Canton and other communities are no

longer forced to buy electricity from
Detroit BEdison. While there isn’t a solid

alternative on the horiZon to breaking
Edison’s monopoly when it comes to
municipal power, it’s good to know that
the. possibility for change exists. ‘At the
least, it strengthens the bargaining
position for Canton and the MMRMA in
the near term.

. Lowering the cost of supplying hghts
and power to township-owned facilities
is nothing to sneeze at. Canton pays
$700,000 annually to Edison to supply
electricity to the civic center complex,
Summit on the Park, Canton Softball
Center and other facilities. Those costs
are sure to escalate as the township
continues to expand and new, buildings
al':e completed The planned performing
ar%s center in Cherry Hill Village and a
posmble ice arena at the softball center

are two examples.

Under the agreement, the MMRMA

would buy electricity in bulk and sell it
to member communities, including Can-
ton. The more members, the greater the
savings, according to Tom Yack, town-

ship supervisor. Yack said a savings of |

10-15 percent from either Edison or an
alternate supplier is a reasonable goal

Lowering the cost of supplying
lights and power to township-
owned facliities is nothing to

sheeze at. Canton pays
$700,000 annually to Edison
to supply electricity to the
civic center complex, Sum-
mit on the Park, Canton

- Softhall Center and other
fac:lities .

»

‘It would be irresponsible for us to
argue that the township shouldn’t be
looking for more cost-effective ways to.
provide electric service to its residents.
We realize, however, that money isn’t
the only issue. Any alternative supplier
will have to prove it can be both safe
and reliable when it comes to mainte-
nance of lines and equipment.

The Observer hopes that ance the
MMRMA makes progress with electrici-
ty, it tackles other utilities in similar
fashion. We know a certain phone com-
pany that should be next in line.

Qroposal 2 is both vague

and flawed; vote o Nov. 7

’there are three fatal flaws in Propos-
al: 9% “Let Local Votes Count,” on the

© Nov:7 ballot.

(1) The measure is incomprehensibly
vague (2) Adoption would lead to legal
and legislative chaos. (3 ) It distorts the
workmgs of our democratic system of
de“elsmn-malung

Here’s our reasoning.

5Proposal 2 was placed on the ballot
by initiative petition. Supported mainly
by ity government officials and their
. lo%ylng organization (the Michigan

1c1pal League), the measure would

requlre a two-thirds vote of the state
Legmlature to pass any bill that “inter-
venes, or increases the scope of the Leg-
1slature s intervention, in the municipal
concerns, property or government of a
cﬂfy, village, county, township or munic-
ipal authority.” The constitutional
afmendment would be retroactive, apply-
mg x to laws enacted after March 1 of this
Vear

' Mayors and city councﬂ members
frem a number of communities — espe-
cially Detroit — began pushing for the
amendment after lawmakers passed a
_ whole string of bills that local officials
say preempt decisions made locally. For
exgmple, the Legislature adopted a
statewide construction cede and a Right
ti»ngrm bill that overrode local zoning
controls on agriculture. Most controver-
sial was a bill to override city residency
mles that required municipal workers
tonhve in the town Where they work.

The first flaw is that nobody can
agree on what the constitutional
aﬁ’tendment means. Any bill that “inter-
vénes or increases the scope of the Leg-

. islature’s intervention” in any local gov-
ernment could'mean nearly all bills
befbre the Legislature, or none, When
representatives of the Michigan Munici-
p 1.League and the Michigan Chamber
of Commerce appeared together before
ec}ltors of this newspaper, they couldn’t
évén agree whether the measure
apphed to five specific bills passed with-

’1n» the last year with blpartzsan support.

The second ﬂaw arises directly from

The first flaw is that nobody can
agree on what the constitutional
amendment means... When rep-
resentatives of the two sides
appeared before editors of this
newspapet, they couldn’t even
agree on whether the measure
applies to five specific bills
passed within. the last year.

the first. If nobody can figure out to
what legislation the amendment
applies, the net result will be “The
Lawyers’ Full Eniployment Act of 2000,”
closely follogwed by legal and political
chaos. A measure as far-reaching as
this should have been more carefully
drafted. Instead, proponents are obliged
to rely for explanatory guidance on a
dense document entitled “Drafter’s
Notes.” Come now.

The third flaw is that requiring a two-
thirds vote of the Legislature to enact a
meagure distorts the traditional work-
ings of majority rule democracy.

True, the Michigan Constitution spec-
ifies a number of speciﬁc extraordinary
measures that require a two-thirds vote
for legislative approval. These include
overriding gubernatorial vetoes,
‘removal of sitting judges and expelling
a member of the Legislature. But to
slap a two-thirds requirement on top of
a constitutional amendment that is both
vague and far-reachmg is to unreason-
ably distort the traditional practices of
our democracy.

We can appreciate the distress of local
officials who watch lawmakers in Lans-
ing run reughshod over decisions made

at their council tables. We understand

they believe strongly in such concepts
as “iocal control” and “home rule.” So do
we.

But the remedy proposed is far worse
than the specific abuses it is intended to
prevent. We urge a no vote.

B Cartoon a poor choice

I was absolutely dismayed by the
“cartoon” on the Opinion Page in the
Sept. 28 edition of The Canton Observ-
er. . v
This cartoon showed Plymouth-Can-

ton Community Schools Superinten-

dent Kathleen Booher loudly chastis-
‘ing an office employee for sharing

information regarding curriculum,
"class size and testing so she could con-
tinue a phone conversation about a .

“more important matter.”

The assumption was that 1) Dr.

Booher is not interested in what drives -

this district to be one of the very best
in the state and 2) that Dr. Booher is a
boorish, insensitive person who belit-
tles district employees.

Dr. Booher has been able to mend
torn fences among emplovee groups
and boost morale in the process. She
continues to be an integral part of the
district’s labor-management team, has
a representative of each employee
group as part of her cabinet (unheard
of), is very cordial to employees as
groups or as individuals and is one of

| the last persons I could imagine

answering a co-worker in the manner
in which you depicted. To show her as
anything other than that is te do her,
the school district and the community
a disservice. :

An editorial on Sept. 21 stated that
“.the fashion in which Booher deals
with the issue could form her legacy to
the district, We're confident she can
handle it.”

As a member of this community, I'm
indeed confident she can. Unfortunate-
ly, many persons in our community
will see only the cartoon and assume
“it must be true — it’s in the paper.”

How unfortunate for all of us.

Cindy Bastion
.Canton

H No to vouc'h'ers

Proponents of the voucher proposal
love to use “choice” in their sell job to

- Michigan voters. If the voucher pro-

posal passes, consider this lack of
choice: Private and religious schools
can still decide which students they
want; they can legally discriminate on
the basis of race, religion, gender, abil-
ity, etc. Private and religious schools
do not have to accept vouchers.

‘And where is the choice for a child

| with voucher in hand, but no means to

get to the private school that may be
five miles away? '

Vouchers will mean that taxpayers
will be forced to educate children in
other people’s religious beliefs. Sure,
vouchers are a convenient way for
families who have made the choice to
send their students to a private or reli-
gious school to have part of the1r
-tuition paid for.

For too many others, choice is only
for the other guy. Vote NO to vouch-
ers!

’ Paula Bowman

- Plymouth

‘M No accountability

All the letters of support for,, Propos-

al 1 (School Vouchers) fail to mention .

the most compelling reason to vote
against this proposal in November:.

1 accountability.

If my taxes are used to support the
_government and the public schools,
then if I find iesue with those bodies, I

‘fabrications.

have the right to attend meetings and
complain how my tax money is being
spent.

However, if a private or parochlal
school is given tax money via the
voucher system that school cannot be
held accountable by the tax-paying
public for the way voucher money is
spent.

Therefore, my tax money can be
spent anyway that school deems to
spend it. Not good! :

Just for the record, I am a product of
12 years in a Catholic school.’

Thomas J. Marunich

Plymouth

B Thank you

The Plymouth-Canton Civitan Club
extends its thanks for the generous
community support in “raising bail”
donations for one of its members. The
MDA and “Jerry’s kids” are the real
winners once again.

Joe Henshaw
Plymouth

B Lessons learned

We recently bought and moved into

‘a used house in an area which does not

require a home inspection prior to
occupancy. In the process we made an
unfortunate error. In our ignorance,
we neglected due diligence.

We should have hired a private
home inspector to examine the house.

We listened to bad advice and are pay- -

ing a dear price for repairs on our .
“new” home. This purchase should
have been a pleasant and fruitful

" experience, but instead has become a

nightmare.

Consequently, we had to hire a car-
penter, a plumber, an electrician, and
a handyman to perform hundreds of
dollars in repairs. In addition, the last
months have been spent, in part,
cleaning, sometimes with a screwdriv-
er to scrape embedded muck from win-
dow runners, and painting inside and
out.

Moral of the story: if you plan to buy
a house, hire a reputable pnvate
inspector to thoroughly examine the
place for any defects. The price of the

. house may be adjusted downward or

the current owner may order repairs
at his or her own expense. Sure there
is Small Claims Court, but there is no
arantee of ever receiving ordered
monies,
The consciences of the past owners
perceive that 10 cents on the dollar is

- sufficient compensétion for us after

they signed an affidavit that there
were no problems with the house. It
seems that society has produced a gen-
eration of people who trust too much,
on the one hand, and, on.the other, a

’ generation which refuses to accept

responsibility for its obligations and

Beatrice Scalise

Plymouth

| Proposal’ 1 dangerous

It is heartening to see your newspa-
per is opposed to Proposal 1. Proposal
1would start a dangerous precedent

. that could lead to the decline of all

public schools in Michigan. Voters who
care about the education of our chil-
dren and the future of Michigan -
should reject Proposal 1. Judging by
the recent letters I've read on this sub-
ject there is quite a bit of misinforma-
tion on this proposal that needs to

clarified.

First of all, private schools that
accept vouchers are not subject to the
rules and requirements that public

schools are. They can limit, accept and

reject whomever they want. They can
limit class size by not accepting stu-
dents at their whim. While this may
be fine to the elitists among us this is
troubling to me. Private schools are
not accountable to the public as public
schools are. Are we sure that we want
school tax dollars to go to schools that
we rmay not be sure are doing the job?
Is it fair to compare private schools,
which can easily reject poor perform-
ers to public schools who must accept

all students regardless of behavioral or

educational problems?

How many people realize that teach-
ers are already tested in their subject
areas hefore they receive certification?
It is the private and parochial schools
that can hire uncertified teachers as
they wish.

How many people realize that while ..

this proposal only applies to “poor per-

- forming” districts, it also completely

removes any constitutional obstacle to

broad based application of vouchers in
the future. Anytime voters are asked
to change the Constitution, red flags
need to be raised.

" Also what about the students that
get left behind? Many parents in poor
performing districts simply cannot
manage the logistics of transportation

to and from private school. These chil- :

dren will be stuck in even worse
schools due to lower budgets their

poor performing schools we will strip
them of their more advantaged stu-
dents and the funding that goes along

with them. Is there anybody who actu-

ally thinks this is the way to solve the

schools will endure. So in order to help *

problems of poor performing schools? I

really do not believe the sponsors of

this proposal truly believe this either.
The true agenda of this proposal is

to open the doors for Michigantoa

full-fledged voucher system. A system

that will lead to two types of schools,
elitist schools and poorer schools. Is

this what we want for Michigan chil-

‘dren?

Khahl S. Kandah
Canton

~ Share vour opinions

We welcome vour letters to the
editor. Please inciude your name,
address and phone number for
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be 400 words or less. We may edit
for clarity, space and content.
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Personal experience makes
fire prevention message stick

One dark night, when we were all i in bed (boom
boom boom)

Old Mother O’'Leary left the lantern in the shed

And when the cow kicked it over, she winked
her eye and said,

“They’ll be a hot time in the old town tonight.”

Though fire is no laughing matter this old
ditty somehow
found its way
into my warped
brain as I wrote
about Canton’s
celebration of
Fire Prevention
Week.

It’s from my
Camp Fire Girl
days, and we
sang it over and
over on the bus
to camp, until
the veins stood
out in our necks.
Because, like
“99 Bottles of
Beer on the
Wall,” annoying-
ly, it never ends:
two dark nights when we were all in bed, boom
boom boom ... .

The light-hearted song recalls, of course, the
Great Chicago Fire, which occurred Oct. 9, 1871.
Legend has it that a woman (Mrs. O’Leary) had a
cow that kicked over a lantern, whose tiny flame
caught flammable items (hay and wood, I sup-
pose) and burned down the town.

In all, 250 people were killed by the spreading
fire, and 100,000 were left homeless. The tragic
fire destroyed more than 17,400 structures and
burned more than 2,000 acres in 27 hours.

I always imagined Mrs. O’Leary as a soft,
plump Irish woman with a kind smile. I saw her
stirring the pot and divvying her chores between
running the farmhouse to beating her clodhop-
pers out to the barn to feed the sheep and pigs.

She was one of those pecple who never com-
plained, though she was poor and a widow. Being
a woman who was kind to animals, on that fate-
ful day, my guess is she ran out to the barn hear-
ing a cow’s sad moo or a sheep’s mournful bleat.

In her hurry to get back to the pot or the floor,
she left the lantern in the shed (barn). Pérhaps
the spot of moonlight lit a path back to the house
— disrupting her chores with memories of past,
moonlight nights spent with Mr. O’Leary, when
she was young and slim.

In a fit of clumsiness, or feeling neglected, the
cow beat its hoof against the lantern, thus ignit-
ing a legend.

Anyway, that’s how fast a fire can happen. I

Eileen McCarvilte

know, because I'm a victim. One morning, when I
was 7, I climbed onto our kitchen counter to
reach a bread basket. I was fighting with my lit-
tle brother and wanted to make up for it by cook-
ing breakfast.

My dear mother always swore it was her fault.
It was the onie morning she put the coffee pot on
the front burner, so when I was climbing down,
my skirt (yes, in those days we wore dresses with
full petticoats to school) touched the burner and
caught fire.

The next few seconds were a whir as I

- screamed and both my parents came gunning to

smother the flames. But, the fire had already
done too much damage, mostly third-degree
burns to my left arm and some burns to my left
side and hip.

It took skin grafts from my other hip and years
of reconstructive surgery to correct what only a
few seconds of horror had done.

Every week, it seems, we read about house
fires where families, children, pets and homes
are destroyed. Many of the stories don’t turn out
as happily as mine. '

Sometimes it’s children playing with matches,
newspapers left too close to the furnace, or faulty
wiring. Once we had an elderly woman in our
community die because she fell asleep and left a -
candle burning next to her bed.

Starting Oct. 8, Canton will join the rest of the
communities in the nation, observing National
Fire Prevention Week. Only their celebration
will last all month long. There’ll be tours of the
fire statlons, special demonstrations for kids and
more.

I particularly like Fire Chief Mike Rorabach-
er’s idea to include some fire prevention checks
in the home. I urge you to spend some “quality”
time with your kids, looking the place over for
potential fire causes.

Fire is devastating and leaves emotional, as
well as physical, reminders. Like water damage,
it can wipe out a family’s history, precious snap-
shots that can never be replaced. Fortunately
my face wasn’t burned. But I have seen others
who've had to live with the heartache of life-long
scarring.

It just takes a few moments to do tHe walk-
through around the house for situations that
could cause a fire: a few rags left carelessly next -
to a furnace; 4n oven that hasn’t been turned off;
smoke detectors with dead batteries; teenagers
falling asleep with incense burning in the bed-
room,

It just takes a few moments to listen to mes-
sages from National Fire Prevention awareness .
this month.

And, it takes just a few moments for a fire to
change — or end — your life.

Eileen McCarville is a staff writer for the
Observer Newspapers.

Legislators make sense
on early childhood learning

For years, I've harbored the wistful hope that
our legislative masters in Lansing will actually
rear back and produce something constructive
and imaginative without being forced to the wall
by focused public outrage or crass political neces-
sity. Surely, this persistent feeling represents
the triumph of fantasy over reality.

But a meeting a couple weeks ago in Lansing
has persuaded me that maybe, just maybe, the
legislature — working together with a cross-sec-
tion of leaders around the state —is in the

~ process of start-
ing something
important.
Called the
“Ready To Suc-
ceed Summit
"Dialogue,” the
- meeting focused
on the practical
implications of
‘recent scientific
findings that the
brains of chil-
dren are espe-
cially ready and
needy for stimu-
lus at a very
voung age.
Since most
educational
practice — start-
ing half-day kmdergarten at age 5, for example —
assumes children are not ready to learn until
they are several years old, these findings high-
light a profound disconnect between what we
know and what we do. ,

Experienced mothers and grandmothers have
known for years that babies thrive when they’re
held and talked to and stimulated from birth on.
And observant fathers and grandfathers have
recognized that children learn things like lan-
guages best when they are very young.

Recognizing this and realizing that public poli-
cy in Michigan essentially ignored these find-
ings, a group of legislators formed a “Children’s
Caucus” a couple years ago. The bipartisan group
includes State Reps. Pan Godchaux, R-Birming-
ham, Hubert Price, D-Pontiac, and Lynne Mar-
tinez, D-Lansing.

They helped find some seed money to finance
some early meetings with Joan Lessen-Firestone,
Ph.D., who is the early childhood education con-
sultant for the Oakland Intermediate School Dis-
trict. Firestone presented research findings that
lack of stimulation in the first years of life can

Phil Power

forever after hinder a child’s development. These

meetings helped solidify a Ready To Succeed
Leadership group.
The Ready To Succeed Dialogue meeting

involved hundreds of representatives from com-
munities across Michigan, together with experts
from other states — Illinois, Colorado, North Car-
olina - that have started to recognize things
have to be different. The meeting also discussed
how the Ready To Succeed program can encour-
age new parents to talk to their babies, interact,
read and play simple games with them.

Here’s where the legislature comes in, reinfore- .

ing my wistful hope. The Children’s Caucus
pushed to get $45 million put into this year’s K-
12 school aid appropriation bill to pay for grants
for home visitors to help new parents understand

Experienced mothers and grandmoth-
ers have known for years that babies
thrive when, they’re held and talked to
and stimulated from birth on.

just how very early parenting can help their
babies for the rest of their lives. Matching grants
will be necessary from the community, whether
from schools. commumtv organizations or local
businesses.

But the fact is that the legislature has put $45

million on the line. That will help a lot.

Some school districts ~ Waterford and Birm-
ingham, for example ~ already have similar “Suc-
cess By Six” programs in place. But most com-
munities in Michigan are only just waking up to
the fact that we have a long way to go in helping
new parents to do the best job possible.

Certainly, nobody wants a bunch of school
snoops pushing their way into homes around the
state, self-importantly instructing parents how
they are to deal with their children.

But equally certainly, very few people are fully
aware of the implications for parenting of recent
scientific findings about the ways our children’s
brains develop.

Firestone predicts school dlstrlcts will soon be

" operating way beyond their traditional K-12 pro-

grams and begin paying attention to early child-
hood development and even prenatatl care.

This could be a big step forward. Thanks to the
Children’s Caucus, the leglslature has come
through to help out.

Phil Power is chairman of HomeTown
Commaunications Network Inc., the company
that owns this newspaper. He welcomes your
comments, either by voice mail at (734) 953-
2047, Ext. 1880, or by e-mail at ppower@
homecomm. net '

O ruer Opmions

Tedd Schneider

The great thing about high school homecoming
is that the game is almost beside the point. It

- doesn’t matter if your school is & poWérhouse ora

member of the downtrodden — which is where my
school, Oak Park High, usually found itself on the
eve of the Big Game.

That didn’t make-our Spirit Week any 1ess spir-
ited. As I recall, the competition among classes for
best float, most colorful banner, loudest rendition
of the school song was so intense that physwal
confrontations — though rare — weren’t unheard
of. I remember the year my junior class upset the
seniors (who almost always won), depriving them
of a cherished rite. It seems the rivalry lasted all
the way through prom and graduation the follow-
ing June.

All those feelings came rushing back ona crys-
tal-clear Friday night last week as I parked my
car in the grassy lot and entered the gates of the
Belleville High School football stadium. Floats
were lined up on the running track, band mem-
bers practicing their steps, parents of the Home-
coming Court dressed in their Sunday best — a
stark contrast to the hundreds of kids milling
around wearing clothes that could best be
described as giving new meaning to the expres-
sion “casual Friday.”

No, homecaming hasn’t changed much intwo
decades-plus. Even'when your team is undefeated
and surging toward a berth in the state playoffs,
as are this year’s Belleville Tigers (Credit goes to
coach Bob LaPointe and his players, who are 6-0
following their 34-14 victory over Monroe.) Even
when what seems like the whole town is decked
out in Tiger orange-and-black and we're still
what, a month away from Halloween. Even when

the Tigers score a second-quarter touchdown to go '

up 20-0 and the 100 or so foothall parents sprin-

“kled throughout the crowd of 5,000 are the only

ones who seem remotely interested in the score.

In fact, if you ask a dozen people what’s the best
thing about homecoming, you're bound to get a
dozen different answers.

“It’s definitely spirit week. It brings the whole
school together to participate in one thing,” said
senior April Dawson, 17, of Sumpter Township.

“It’s the band. They’re wonderful,” says Sherry
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1999, homecoming weekend is a chance to “see m. %

(C)A15

Homecoming hasn’t
changed much - and
that’s a good thing

Elling. Of course, Elling is slightly biased. Her "
daughter, Tabatha Slinker, is a sophomore clar-
inetist. , v

For Canton resident David Thomas, class of .

buddies and remember some of the great times we
had here.”
This year, Belleville students chose a Mardi

RO ]
0 R TR

While Michiganders don’t exhibit quite~

the same all-out passion for high"'
school football, attending a game is .

still as good a way as any to learn...
about a commumty

R

Gras theme for homecommg Activities mcluded
T-shirt Day, “Blast from the Past” and Mardi .-...
Gras Mask Day. Sarah Boehms was elected o,
Homecoming Queen from a court that included .
Andrea Bedell, Mareia Cameron, Nicole Deja,
Dolores English, Semira Forouzannia, Tayleon -
McLendon, Tina Pagareski and Natasha Weath"w
spoon.

While Mlchlganders don’t exhibit quite the
same all-out passion, for high school football as -
Texans, attending a game, particularly homecom--:
ing, is stlll as good a way as any to learn about a o
community. What I experienced at Belleville last
week was a coming together of people of all stnpes M
for a common cause - to root for the home team '~
(and the Homecoming Queen) and have some fun:-
while doing it. I also got to see what might be the: ~I
only high school football stadium where freight ..
trains run on tracks that are so close to the south
end zone that you can almost reach-out and touch
them.

And oh, yes. The winner of this year’s spirit Jug"
Why it’s the class of 2001, of course.

@
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Tedd Schneider is the Canton Observer com
munity editor. Reach him at (734) 459-2700 or, ~ ;=
via e-mail at: tschneider@oe.homecomm.net . -,
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chigan’s unemployment

far 1f1cant change in how it
ga’f:hers the infofmation to deter-
mine what a jobless worker will
receive in unemployment bene-
fits. And the change affects not
only .the unemployed but
empioyers as well.

Startmg this week, Michigan
has begun’using a “wage record”
system for establishing an unem-
played worker’s monetary eligi-
bility for jobless benefits.

-“The change to wage reo’ord is
a.dramatic improvement to our
une’mployment insurance pro-
gram,” said Kathy Wilbur, direc-
tor of Michigan’s Department of
.. Consumer & Industry Services.
“It-will mean much better ser-

-

vice to jobless workers, less

papei‘work for employers and
savings 'to taxpayers. throughout
Michigan.”

‘With wage record, the state’s
U‘nemployment Agency will now

rely on existing quarterly wage -

information from employers te
determine the amount and dura-
tion of unemployment benefits
that jobless workers will receive.
Under the prior system — wage
‘request — the agency had to
request weekly wage information
from employers each tinfe an
unemployed worker filed a new
claim for benefits.

“The wage request system was
cumbersome and slow because of
the need tgcontact employers for
wage information whenever one

* ~'of their employees would file a

.

benefit claim,” said Unemploy-
ment Agency Director Jack
Wheatley. “For employers and
the Unemployment Agency,
requesting weekly wage data
meant countless hours of pro-
cessing time as well as mailing
costs. And for the unemployed
workers, the old system meant
waiting for up to two weeks after
filing a claim before"learnin'g
how much they might receive m
~ benefits.” :

.- With the new wage record sys-

....tem, the agency will use quarter-

ly wage information that it
already has on hand to deter-
mine a benefit amount when a
claim is filed.
=W /ilbur observed that the sav-
ings in paper alone will be
treinendous.
.;‘@ you ¢ould stack the Unem-
¥¥yment Agency forms that will
D longer be used because of
@ge record, they would reach a
TRaEht nearly as high as the
Btroit Marriott Hotel in the
Bﬁmlssance Center,” Wilbur

ssEmployers and jobless workers
@f notice improvements in the
ﬁaﬁns process. These include:
Michigan employers as a
Mp will no longer have to com-
@Qe up to one million Unem-
g: ent Agency forms.annual-

o

fagtion. This will save employers .

equesting weekly wage infor-
wﬁ; Unemployment Agency
l’t@ﬁrs of processing time &and
mfaﬁmg costs.
‘f?a:. Laid-off workers can know
' 'medlately upon filing their

economic forecasters will present
their predlctzons for Wayne

~ County in 2001 at the county’s

second annual Economic Fore-

b George Fulton, Ph D., a senior
research analyst at U-M’s Insti-
tute of Labor and Industrial
Relations, and Donald Grimes,

senior research associate, will'be -

the keynoters at the 11:30 a.m.
£6:1;30 p.m. luncheon at the

Tiger Club of Comenca Park m'» '

doWntown Detroit.
¥ Fulton has done’ economic fore-
castmg and regional economic
development for more than two
des, working many years

. d e~
with' Mlchlgans Departments of
Commerce (now Consume?r and

Industry Services) and Treasury

and with the Michigan Economic
Dgvelopment Corp. Grimes has

nsore than two decades’ experi-
e in forecastmg labor market

nemployment pay
stem improved

claims how much they may
receive in unemployment bene-
fits, rather than wait up to 14
days.

B Wage record can help iden-
tify and resolve problems with
wage information before the first
payment is made, and thereby
reduce errors and fraud in the
Unemployment Insurance sys-
tem, saving millions of dollars
for the state’s Unemployment
Insurance trust fund.

State and local governments
will save $5 million annually in
taxpayer dollars because of
reduced administrative costs.

The conversion to wage record
affects all new unemployment
claims filed after Oct. 1, but the
change will not alter the total

amount of jobless benefits paid -

to the unemployed or taxes col-

lected from employers. Individu-. -

al employers and workers, how-

ever, may see some differences

in their taxes or benefits.
The Unemployment Agency is

“impleménting the wage record

system 15 months ahead of
schedule.

The Unemployment Agency is
part of the Michigan Department

—of Consumer & Industry Ser-

- Two Umversﬁ.y of Mlchlgan :

cast. Luncheon, scheduled for ’

v r31ty, Detroit Edlson, Bine :

Cross/Blue Shield, MGM Grand
"Casino and Ford Motor Co.

o4

'Call (313) 224-0745.

=Tickets are $25 per person.

vices, the state’s primary licens-
ing and regulatory department.

see

Wayne Community
s 1.5-mill tax 1ncrease

BY RICHARD PEARL
STAFF WRITER
rpearl@oe.homecomm.net

Residents of Redford Township and
Westland will vote Nov. 7 on a proposed
1.5-mill property tax increase for people
living in the Wayne County Community
College district.

If passed, the “Education First!” initia-
tive — a late addition to the November gen-
eral election ballot — would establish, for
the first time in the college’s 30-year histo-

ry, a permanent fund for capital improve--

ments and program development, said
Chancellor Curtis L. Ivery
He said while WCCC “has been able to

respond to the educational rieeds of the"
community, the physical state of its five -

campuses remains an obstacle to progress.”

In the past, the college sold construction
bonds for its projects.

The cost of the property tax to the owner
of a house assessed at $100,000 would be
$37.30 per year.

The -estimated $20 million per year

‘raised by the proposed tax increase would

be used first to replace the aging North-
west campus facility in Detroit — which
houses WCCC’s dental hygiene program —
and also to add a multi-purpose auditori-

- um to the Downriver campus, Ivery said.

Computer technology centers ~ open both
to WC3 students and the public ~ would be
created on each campus and a preventive

k3

l The tax would establish a
permanent fund for capital

improvements and program

development.

maintenance and repair fund would be
established for all the campuses.

To date, the college repairs facilities and
equipment only when they break down,
Ivery said.

Besides the Northwest campus on
Greenfield and the Downriver on North-

line, WC3 has its Western campus on Hag-.

gerty 1. Belleville; its Eastern campus on
Conner near Detroit City Airport and its
Downtown campus off the John Lodge
Freeway in Detroit.

Ivery said th. nroposed tax increase is
needed to maintain WCCC’s “crucial role of
servicing the community and keeping stu-
dents within reach of high quality educa-
tion.”

He added that faculty and staff “have
committed themselves to strengthening
and expanding the curriculum to meet the
needs of today’s employers.

“If this college did not exist, we would
have to invent it,” he said.

. Martha J. Grier, assistant to the chan-

cellor for special programs and public

information, said the present Northwest
facility began life in the 1920s as girls high

ollege

school, then becamef a Catholic church

It was expanded in the 1970s as a cam-
pus site, she said. But today it is too small
and outdated and “We are in dire need.of &
new facility.”

Grier said Northwest’s auditorium
would serve all but the Downriver campus.
The new facility would be a combination
performing arts, conferences and business-
services center for all Downriver residents.

The computer centers would make com-

"puters available to the public at no charge

seven days a week, Ivery said.
“This is essentlal to a college committed

to helping the Wayne County community -

This past June, the college received its
first 10-year accreditation from the North
Central Association of Colleges and
Schools, he said.

During Ivery’s five-year tenure, WCCC’s

enrollment has increased annually. About’

20,000 students are enrolled now.

.WCCC has added more than 20 pro-
grams, with credential offerings including
pharmacy technician, manufacturing and
surgical technology, respiratory therapist,
medical billing, heavy equipment mainte-
nance and Web site design.

WCCC'’s Education First Foundation has
provided student scholarships since 1996.
The foundation finished the last fiscal year
with $200,000 in assets.

—

We’ve got

e

. For more information on our childbirth .
programs or for a women'’s health physician
call 1-(888) 458-4499.

in western Wayne County, close to home. Fmd out what it’s hke :to be babied by both science and TLC.

~,% CITY
“HOSPITAL |

At Garden City Hospital, state-of-the-art science and expefienced “d}octorls help keep you and your new baby
healthy and strong. At the same time, our friendly and attentive care helps keep you and your baby—and

your whole familymcomfortablé and happy. You'll love how we babyfy‘ou with beautiful LDRP rooms,

* personalized care and helpful advice on everything from breast_ féeding to bath time. And We’re right here
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Getting ‘Real’
in Detroit

etroit by daylight doesn’t always

look like a bustling big city. But
when MTV comes to town scouting for
the Real World and Road Rules of
future generations, the city’s streets
are suddenly lined with young, will-
ing applicants. So on Sept. 29, the
metro area’s finest poured into Fox-

spotlight with six other hopefuls and
a casting director ~ all aspiring to be
the next of “seven strangers picked to
live in a house and have their lives
taped.”

Ten years ago, those words became
the preamble to ground-breaking
cable television. I reecall sitting in my
Rochester Hills home, awaiting the
premier of the original, New York
City Real World cast. Julie, Becky,
Norm, Andre, Kevin, Eric and
Heather were welcomed into my liv-
ing room, as they were in many of
yours. As the show that revived the
very idea of reality television, The
Real World, celebrates its 10th
anniversary with a return to the Big
Apple, and may take some local folks
along for the ride.

Get out of town

Canton natives Codee Taylor and
Heather Thompson, both 18, attended
the open call auditions together.
Fighting the long line, chilly tempers-
tures and lack of sleep, they made it
inside Hockeytown Cafe soon after
the doors opened at 10:30 a.m. “It
scunded like a good opportunity,” said
Taylor, perched atop the Second
City’s Deck, waiting her turn. “It can’t
hurt anything.”

The Eastern Michigan University
students are roommates as well. For
Thompson, the auditions symbolized
a chance to move on. “I just wanted to
get away, try new things,” she said.

She wasn’t the only one. Members
of my own audition group echoed her
sentiments. Christina Deleon, 22, of
Dearborn Heights, also sees television
as her way out. “I have to get out of
Detroit. I just feel like I need to
explore.”

That Kerouac-esque instinet to hit
the road must strike hard during the
required age bracket for applicants,
18-24. Bess Bertolis, a 22-year-old
Ann Arbor resident, attended the
auditions sporting an unforgettable
sparkly T-shirt that read “Motor City
Baby.” She said: “I'm graduating next
year from school. I don’t want to go to
the real, real world. I want to
explore.”

I might've been the only one of that
group of seven personalities that
could give or take the transition to
New York City. Of course I relish the
idea of living rent-free in some posh
NYC apartment, but I'm not exactly
counting on MTV for a free ride.

Get real : ‘

Reality television offers regular
people a shot at stardom. The bottom
line is, viewers like to see themselves
in the characters they watch on tele-
] vision. That sentiment brought cast-
ing directors like the one I auditioned
with, Marlon Sanders, from sunny
Los Angeles to the heart of Detroit.
“The Midwest is good at producing
real, whole people,” he said. “Detroit
is the Motor City. It has blue collar
people. A lot more people identify
with a more blue collar (class).
Detroit is a great city, filled with
warm and real people.”

Heather Thompson claims she’s
addicted to reality TV shows. “I can’t
stop watching them. A lot of times
they bring up issues that everyone
can relate to. I watch it strictly for its
entertainment value.”

Che Peterson, a 23-year old student
at Michigan State University in East
Lansing considers The Real World to
be the “original” reality television
show. “The only one I watch is The
Real World. 1 like Survivor, but this is
the trendsetter.

people in back of Peterson in the line,
that sentiment rang bitterly true. She
was one of the unlucky group cut off
from auditions. According to McGary
600 was the limit for the one-day

in have been look-a-likes,” she said,
comparing the group to those who've
made it on the show in the past. “I'm
so just Stephanie. That’s all I'm
putting out there.”

Stephanie, I couldn’t agree more.

Stephanie A. Casola is a features
writer for the Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers. If anyone {(at MTV) needs
to reach her, call (734) 953-2130.

town just to get 10 minutes in the -

For Stephanie McGary, just a few’

open call. “Most of the people they let -

BY KIMBERLY A. MORTSON
., STAFF WRITER
kmortson@oe.homeoomm.net

rganizers of the eighth annual

Hollywood Nights gala couldn’t

have picked a more appropriate
month to host the event than October,
which is also during Breast Cancer
Awareness Month,

Money raised at the Thursday, Oct.
19, extravaganza will go toward the
purchase of a stereotactic biopsy table,
used in the detection of early stage
breast cancer, at St. Mary Mercy Hos-
pital’'s Marian Women’s Center.

Committed to caring for its commu-
nity and for providing quality health
care to women — the state-of-the-art
diagnostic tool will help minimize the
need for painful biopsy surgery due to
the thin, hollow needle from which the
sample ig taken.

“It is a rare person who hasn’t had
cancer touch the life of someone held
dear. The purchase of the stereotactic
breast biopsy table permits even earli-
er detection of breast cancer,” said
Sherri Fletcher, director of Fund
Development and Volunteers, St.
Mary Mercy Hospital and chairwoman
of Hollywood Nights VIII.

Some 700-800 guests are expected
to attend the event at Laurel Manor
Banquet and Conference Center in
Livonia. Festivities will include a pre-
party before the doors open at 7 p.m.
followed by dinner, comedy by Joey
Van, and an in-concert appearance by
The Vogues.

The “Man of a Million Voices” —

St. Mary Mercy focuses
on breast cancer detection

Tom Ryan — will serve as master of
ceremonies.

“This is guaranteed to be a fun-filled
evening with top-notch entertain-
ment,” said Julie Sproul, director of
community relations. “The hospital
has always been very well supported
by the community at-large as well as
the political, business and educational
community in Livonia. We certainly
want to show our gratitude by provid-
ing an exciting evening of surprises,
music, fabulous food, entertainment
and celebrity guests.”

Honorary Hollywood Nights chair-

person Maureen Miller-Brosnan
echoed Sproul’s sentiments — “My
husband, Sean, and I are looking for-
ward to an evening of elegance and
entertainment at Hollywood Nights
VIII. From year to year, it is an
evening to remember, and this year
will be no exception. In the past eight

years, since the first Hollywood

Nights, the community has benefited
greatly from the contributions made to
the event.”

Beneficial

The stereotactic biopsy table will
enable doctors to further screen the

results of a patient who had abnormal .

mammogram results. A stereotactic
breast biopsy is a common and safe
procedure that is used to evaluate sus-
picious findings from a traditional
mammogram. Fletcher and Sproul

said one of the most beneficial aspects

of the blopsyfls that it greatly lessens
Please see ST, MARY, B2

( STAFF PHOTO BY BRYAN MITCHELL
Dedicated: Maureen Miller-Brosnan (left), honorary chair-
woman of Hollywood Nights VIII stands with St. Mary Mercy
Hospital director community relations Julie Sproul; Sherri
Fletcher, Hollywood Nights chairwoman, director of fund devel-
opment; and Eileen Slowinski, Hollywood Nights community
committee member at Laurel Manor in Livonia.
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Bids: Dr. Bruno Borin, chzef of staﬁ" at Garden City Hospital, ZE
models a pair of boxing gloves signed by two-time heavyweight <&}
champion Michael Moorer. The gloves are just one of more 2
than 100 items that will be auctioned off at the “Bids, Beat =
and Bites” fund-raiser. Pictured with Borin are his fellow com-»
mzttee members Kriss Rautio (left) and Dr. Patricia Pierce. N

Garden City Hospital to
renovate patient rooms

M ‘... we will be that much
closer to working in a
newly designed, cheerful
environment for both our
patlents and staff.’ ]
rgaret Woodruﬁ"

-—Fund evelopment director

BY KIMBERLY A. MORTSON
STAFF WRITER
kmortson@ce.homecomm.net

uests of Garden City Hospital’s

fund-raiser “Bids, Beats and

Bites” are in for a real treat say
organizers who are finalizing details
for the Oct. 18 benefit at Laurel
Manor Banquet and Conference Cen-
ter in Livonia.

A live and silent auction, dancing
and dinner are some of the highlights
said Margaret Woodruff, a registered
nurse and director of Fund Develop-
ment for Garden City Hospital. In
1999 the Garden City Hospital fund-
raiser generated $53,500 to help pay
for the renovation of units in the 2-
East area of the hospital. This year,
Woodruff said the focus will be the
refurbishment of 30-patient rcoms.

Diligently working
Approximately 20 auction commit-
tee members, under the direction of
co-chairs Barbara Glinski, Kriss
Rautio and Dr. Patricia Pierce, have
gathered more than 100 items to offer
up for bid ranging from restaurant
gift certificates and theme baskets to
autographed sports memorabilia and
trips such as a one-week condomini-
um stay at Hanelei Bay Resort in
Kauai, Hawaii (round trip airfare
"included).
. “Not only has the auction commit-
tee been hard at work but we've
asked the staff to support us as well,”
said Woodruff. From physicians to
occupational therapists and hospital
security more than 23 departments
donated theme baskets to be auc-
tioned off thanks to a challenge made

thetist. ]
Basket themes include romantlc
evening (anesthesia department),
Halloween (obstetrics), critical diver- |
gities (critical care services), traveh
(pharmacy inpatient department),
chili fixin’s (housekeeping) and pasta
(medical records department) » ,
“By working together in this man-
ner we will be that much closer to .-
working in a newly designed, cheerful .
environment for both our patxents
and staff,” said Woodruff, :

Bites and beats

Over the past 11 years Woodruff
said the fund-raiser has featured
something different each year for
guests including live and silent auc-.
.tions, musical groups and gourmet. |
food. The fund development director
said the new name “Bids, Beats and
Bites” encompasses all three con-
cepts,

Doors will open at 6:30 p.m. at the
Laurel Manor Banquet and Confer-
ence Center in Livonia. Beer,: wine ']
and pop will be served and.dinner
features market food stations includ-
ing a chef carving honey glazed ham .
and roasted turkey breast; pasta
(rigatoni with meat sauce and

by the hospital’s chief nurse anes- Ploase see G_Am“" v

BY RENEE SKOGLUND
STAFF WRITER
rskoglund@oe.homecomm.net

When my son Christian refused to
wear the two brightly colored shirts I
bought him as a surprise from my trip
to Cheyenne, Wyo., 1 decided to hold a
“Wild West Shirt Contest” for Observer
readers. Last Monday, the lucky win-
ners rode into town and laid claim to
their prizes. ‘

“This is a first-class shirt,” said
Marie Tertel of Plymouth, our winner.
“T like it. I’ll grow into it,” quipped
Brandon Hill, 15, of Plymouth, our sec-
ond-place winner as he buttoned up.

We’d like to share their winning
entries. Here’s Marie’s:

“Sounds like ifn I was a-sportin’ one
of those purty colored shirts ya’ll

* brought home for Christian, your son,

from Wyoming, I wouldn’t have to fret
about gettin’ ‘buck-shot in my south

_ side.’

“T was raised in o Lawrence Welk-lis-
ten-to home. In high school I worked.
hard on hurtin’ my ear drums with
loud rock ’n’ roll. After graduation I got
a little wild and with a shaved head

and slam dancin’ attitude I called .

myself a punk rocker. Quver the next 10
years I traveled the musical trails,
going from funk to Jazz, alternative to
hip-hop.

“But here I stand, out on the prairie

Western-style shirts find home on the range

so-to-speak, at age 36 with a Louis
L’Amour Western novel in one hand
and microphone in the other. I am
sportin’ a brown leather cowboy hat,
tight blue jeans and singin’ (or tryin’)
good ol’ karaoke! (I wouldn’a believed it
myself). I wanna be a couniry singer.
“When I read your column, Renee; I
immediateiy put pen to paper or fingers
to keyboard, as they say in this here

-computer age. The Western shirts you

described are exactly what I need to
complete my urban cowgirl look. If 1
was lucky enough to win one, I would
do them the honky-tonk justice they so
rightly deserve.

“So there ... I tossed in my two bits,

pulled out a chaw of tobacco, and light-

n-set by the campfire, waitin’ for the
coyotes to howl, ‘Here’s your Western,
gaudy dbut wonderful cowboy shirt,
Marie!”

Second place

Brandon Hill spun off this patriotic
yarn:

“T am shocked that you would 30 soon
forget why you bought those lovely
shirts. Shirts with patriotism and the
American dream written all over them!
Those shirts are the American West.
The tall, beautiful mountains. The

mustangs. The cattle drives. The cow- -

boys. The Indians. The ranches.
Please see SHIRTS, B2
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