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Seniors: Phone glltch a hang—up

BY HEATHER NEEDHAM
STAFF WRITER
hneedham@oe. homecomm.net
Royal Holiday Mobile Home Park
residents in Canton were shocked to

Residents in Holiday Mobile Home Park are at
"odds with Ameritech over recent service prob-
lems. On recent days, telephones have been
out in half the park. Repairs were slow in
coming until local officials got involved.

learn they might be without telephone
service for as long as six weeks.

That’s what they were told by
Ameritech Sept.- 7 when phone service
was out for half the park, which is des-
ignated only for people ages 55 and

older. Oct. 20 was given as the date
when repairs would be completed. .

The Royal Holiday. residents weren’t
alone in their dissatisfaction with
Ameritech service. The Michigan Pub-
lic Service Commission, an agency
within the state Department of Con-
sumer and Industry Services, received
about 2,000 Ameritech customer com-
plaints in August alone.

Even one day is too long to go with-
out phone service in a senior communi-

ilies spend a healthy afternoon at Oakwood

Health fair: Deanna Lee, 8,
tosses a ball toward the
dunk tank Saturday at the
Oakwood Healthcare Cen-
ter children’s fair. The
annual health fair and
“Teddy Bear Clinic” at Oak-
wood’s Caniton facility drew
area families for an after-
noon of outdoor, health-
related activities. At right,
flight nurse Kris Nelson
gives a display of the Uni-
versity of Michigan emer-
gency air lift chopper to a
young boy and his father.

ty, said resident Dolores Musser, who
ig also president of the park’s associa-
tion.

“We've got some sick people in here,”
Musser said. “An ambulance comes in
here about two to three times a day.
We just couldn’t believe they would tell
us this long of a time.

“We have some people who can’t get
out of their homes and don’ have the

Edgemont
NOW Open;
2nd school
under way

VAN BUREN

BY HEATHER NEEDHAM
- STAFF WRITER ‘
hrneedham@oe hemecomm.net’

One new elementary building and
another under construction are just a
couple examples of how a $16 million
sinking fund approved by Van Buren
School District voters in 1998 is being
used by the district.
A grand opening is planned for 1
p.m. Saturday, Sept. 23, at Edgemont,
125 8. Edgemont in Belleville, which
was recently completed. Students, par-
ents, administrators and contractors
will be on hand and visitors will be
able to take tours of the rew Edgemont
Elementary building. '
A groundbreaking ceremony is
scheduled for 6:30 p.m. Monday, Sept.
25, at Rawsonville Elementary, 3110
S. Grove in Ypsilanti Township. Raw- -
sonville’s new building, located directly
behind the present building, is under
construction and slated to open in the
2001-02 school year. The board of edu-
cation meeting will follow at 7:30 p.m.
in the food service building at
. Belleville High School, 501 W.
Columbia. .

The public is mvxted to attend both
events.

Van Buren Superintendent Larry

s

Please see VAN BUREN Ad

ack: Building authority dispute can be resolved

BY TRACEY BlRKENHAUER
STAFF WRITER

Township officials and former build-
ing authority members still haven’t
discussed a misunderstanding that
prompted all three board members to
resign.

“Wé hope to meet this week or next

week,” said township Supervisor Tom
Yack.

Earlier this month, all three Canton
Township Building Authority board
members resigned in response to con-
fusion and controversy over a bond
issue.

. Yack sald he was stunned by the res-

Ramfall a setback

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER
thruscato@oe.homecomm.net

Recent'heavy rains and downpours
have wreaked havoc on Starkweather
Educational Center in Plymouth,

Just as repair crews were near com-
pletion on a $219,000 roofing project,
storms surfaced and water leaked into
the building, causing damage to at
least half of the 13 classrooms.

“At first we thought it was a plugged
downspout, but then found out it was
water leaking through porous mortar,”
said Laura Hagan, facilities construc-
tion manager for Plymouth-Canton
Schools. “The new asphalt roof with
copper gutters and downspouts should
be completed late this week.

“I'm actually hoping it will rain,
addefl Hagan. “It’s the only way to tell
for gertain, the problem has been
ﬁxegl ‘

Starkweather Education Center
coardinator Carol Saunders reported
the damage on Sunday, Sept. 10, when
she went into the office.

»

alt Starkweather

“Ceiling tiles were falling, and some
of the leaks were going frorn the second
to the first floor,” said Saunders.

Saunders said Roomr °n1
houses the medical ass
sustained the most dam
pet was soaked, ceilin
and teaching materials .
room will be out of ¢
about two weeks for ren

“Along with the tile,
ings, we had books, ma;
overhead projector dam
the rain,” said Saunder:
the carpets and repair -
we know we have al‘
stopped.”

Saunders said none of the ». ...J'8
classels were canceled because of the
problem. However, some have heen
moved to alternative rooms. Childicare
was canceled one day until the room
was cleaned and sanitized.

Hagan said all costs from the dam-
age will be paid by the contractor,
Christen Detroit. She estimates it to
be in the range of $10,000.

which

ignations and promised he'd try to.con-
vince the former board members to
reconsider.

Vacations and off-site meetings have
prevented all interested entities from
gathering to discuss the issue.

On Aug. 28, the.township issued $6
million in bonds to finance expansions

at township-owned Pheasant Run Golf
Course and Summit on the Park Com-'
munity Center.

Building authority board member
Jim Kearney said he and fellow mem-
bers Ken Long and Robert Malek
resigned because township officials

Ploase see DISPUTE, Ad
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BY HEATHER NEEDHAM
STAFF WRITER .
hneedham@oe.homecomm.net

Former Detroit Red Wing

personalities at a hockey mem-
orabilia . charity auction
planned to help out a Canton
couple left homeless from an
Aug. 7 explosion.

The Canton Firefighters
Charity Foundation, in con-
junction with Jim Reed, a Can-
ton sports memorabilia dealer,
is sponsoring a sports memora-
bilia auction 7:30 p.m. Thurs-
day, Sept. 28, at Damon’s: The

Road.
The auction will feature
hockey memorabilia auto-
graphed by former Detroit Red
Wing Gordie Howe, former
New York Ranger Wayne Gret-
zky and Bobby Orr, formerly of
the Boston Bruins, as well as a
- multitude of other hockey play-
ers and sports stars.

Place for Ribs, 43750 Ford.

Former Red Wing co-hosts
benefit for Canton couple

M The Canton Firefight-
‘ers Charity Foundation
in conjunction a local

Shawn Burr and Jamie Sports memorab“ia WTéle Caréells, Wllloftliv'e% on
Sumicon o e dealor wil sponsor the  VEEET 8 s
AM 1130, will be among the auction 7:30 p.m. Sept. and vehicles following the

28, at Damon’s on Ford
Road.

Reed said Burr was happy to
help out — on one condition.

“All you've got to do is buy
me ribs,” Reed said of a com-
ment made by Burr, who lives
in the St. Clair Shores area.

Pre-registration for the auc-
tion is required and can be
done anytime from 6-8. Each
person who registers will
receive a bidder number upon
registering.

Burr will be signing auto-
graphs for $5 from 6 to 7 p.m.
Proceeds will go to the Canton
Pirefighters, and will be dis-
tributed to Rick and Lorraine
Carell. '

The auction preview is set for
7 p.m. and the auction begins
at 8 p.m. WDFN’s Samuelson
will be the guest auctioneer.

explosion. Rick is out of the
hospital and recovering, but
Lorraine remains hospitalized
in University of Michigan Hos-
pital where she has begun
physical therapy. She is contin-
uing to recover. ‘
For more information about
the auction or to inquire about
donating, call Jim Reed at
(734) 981-3329 or Capt. Jim
Davison of the Canton Fire
Department at (734) 398-5262.
All donations to the Canton
Firefighters Charity Founda-
tion are tax deductible. Pro-
ceeds from the auction will be
distributed to the Carells. For
more information about Jim
Reed’s sports memorabilia busi-
ness, visit www. Hockey
Authentics.com on the Internet.
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‘HOLLAND BULBS ARE HERE!

Over 300 varieties in stock. Come see the selection!
* Tulips » Daffodils  Hyacinths * Crocus * Lily « Iris ¢ Allium * MORE
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.Chi-nese' Restaurant

Carry-Out Buffet:
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Fall Harvest of Color

PERENNIALS

Draw attention to your yard with
vibrantly colored, exciting fall perennials!
¢ Hardy Garden Mums
-+ Pansy ; .
s Ornamental Grasses
Hardy Aster

- 9900 Ann Arbor Rd./Plymouth Rd.
7 Miles West of 1275
1 1/2 Miles South of M-14
Corner of Gotfredson Rd.

Drinks not included + Children v,

-CAN-EAT EUFFET with 5. .LE!

Joy Road

Ford Road (Exit 25)

Lilley

Located in

1275

Haggerty |

Lunch Buffet ony..*5.99
Mon.-Sat. 1lam- 3:30 pm (Children under 10 *3.99)

Dinner Buffet ony..*9.99

Mon.-Thurs. 4-10. pm (Children under 10 *5.99)

Dinner Buffet ony..° 10.95 '

Fri.-Sat. 4-11 pm (Children under 10 *6.92)

Sunday & Holiday dnly....sgog'

Ali Pay + 11:30 am- 10 pm

JARGE PARTY ROOM AVAILABLE. :

\ 42757 Ford Road * Canton
the Canton Corners
Shopping Plaza Just
 734-981-8883
734-981-8

\.

Jor Senio.

3

CALL FOR RESERVATIONS.

W, of Lilley

Road

889

1000082

A man of undisclosed age and
residency was arrested for pos-
session of a dangerous weapon
around 1:30 a.m. Monday follow-
ing a reported incident at an
Amoco station, 45455 Michigan
Ave.

A police report stated the tall
white male with a shaved head,
who wore a black vest and black
pants, showed a silver knife to

- the Amoco clerk and asked about

what knives Amoco had for sale.

The man then asked the clerk
if he could use the phone and if
the clerk could dial the number
for him. After the clerk said no,
the man attempted to remove
the bulletproof glass surround-
ing the cash registers and tried
to enter the door of the enclosed
area by asking the clerk to open
‘the door. The clerk told police
the man threatened to shoot him
and showed him two knives he
was carrying. He cut an “x” into
the bulletproof glass.

After the clerk told the man he
was calling police he fled the
scene. He-was pulled over by
Van Buren police a short time
later on southbound Belleville
Road. Two 3-1/2-inch Kershaw
knives were confiscated and kept
as evidence. The man had a
prior drunken driving conviction
out of Crawford County.

Alcohol violations
A 42-year-old Belleville man

Vlan terrorizes clerk,
faces weapons

COP CALLS

was cited for operating under
the influence of liquor just before
midnight Sunday, Sept. 17, on
westbound Michigan near Shel-
don. Police performed field sobri-
ety tests and a breath test,
which showed a .21 blood alcohol
level, exceeding Michigan’s legal
limit of .10. : :

A 21-year-old Westland man
was cited for operating under
the influence of liquor 3:17 a.m.
Sunday, Sept. 17, on northbound
Canton Center north of Palmer.
Police performed field sobriety
tests and a breath test, which
showed a .12 blood alcohol level.

A 19-year-old Belleville man
was cited for possessing an open
container of alcohol in an auto-
mobile 10:10 p.m. Sunday, Aug.
17, in the 51000 block of Mott..
Police recovered a half full open -
40-ounce bottle of beer from the -
vehicle.

Larcenies
Someone reportedly damaged
a front vent window, causing $50 .
damage and removed a $30
briefcase and $100 duffel bag
with clothing inside from a vehi-
cle parked in the 45000 block of
‘Michigan sometime before 2 a.m.
Sunday; Sept. 17. Police have no
suspects.

"CAMPUS NOJES

e

A'radar detector valued at
$175 was reportedly taken from
a vehiéle parked near Saxony
and Emgrson sometime before
Sunday,Sept. 17. Entry was
gained.th?’(gugh a broken driyer’s
window, which sustained an
estimated $100 damage. Police

charg

x
$

have no suspects.

Drug arrest

An 18-year-old Inkster man
was arrested for violating the
public health code by possessing
marijuana Saturday, Sept. 16,
near Haggerty, and Ayrshire.
Police searched the man’s vehi-
cle after detectii;g the smell of
burning marijugpa and recov-
ered two roaches and a loose
piece of marijua‘&lna, totaling
about .2 grams.

Bike taken Y

Someone reportedly made off
with a $1,750 10-speed bicycle
after being given permission to
test ride it at Planet Cycle, 6074
N. Sheldon at around 410 p.m.
Saturday, Sept. 16. Attempts to
stop the man through 3 vehicle
chase were unsuccessful. A store
employee told police the approxi-
mately 5-foot-8-inch tall:white 14
male appeared to be in his 30s. A °
backpack containing menthol
cigarettes and a checked shirt
was found near the scene and
was presuimed to belong to the
man. : .

To submit your academic
honor or graduation announce-
‘ment to Campus Notes, send the
_material printed, or typewritien
to: Campus Notes, Plymouth-

C&ftton Observer, 794 S. Main
St.; Plymouth, MI 48170.

STUDY ABROAD ,
Aleksandr Kokoszka of Ply-

- | Read Our
Classifieds!

You'll never know what
treasures you'll find!

@bserver G5 Eccentric.

NEWSPAPERS

mouth, a junior, was one of 43}
Kalamazoo College student
departing to study abroad this
summer. She will study in Wol
longong, Australia, until Febru
ary 2001. C v

\This year marks the 41s
anniversary of the study abroa
program. Kokoszka is a gradua
of the University of Detroi
Jesuit High School.

Clearance Prices
Laneventure
Rattan

30% OFF

In Stock and
Special Ord

Most Qutdoor Furni

S e b AR

1/2 OFF
Floor
Samples

* Tropitone . 40% OFF:
* Brown Jordan 40% OFF
¢ Kingsley-Bate 35% OFF
* Winston 50% OFF
* Woodard 50% OFF
* Telescope 50% OFF

' *'Basta Sole 50% OFF =
* Most others 50% OFF

Prior Sales

% BIRMINGHAM 248-644-1919 | 690 OLD S. WOODWARD
LIVONIA 734-522-9200 | 29500 W. 5 MILE fiD.
NO\"I 248-348-0090 | 48700 GRAND RIVER

SUAL HOME FURNISHINGS STORE
ALWAYS THE BEST PRICE | ‘
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DIANE HANSON

Showstoppers: Laura Jaeger (left) and Carol Anne Campbell dance in front of the

technology transporter.

Defending champs

P-CEP Marching Band takes
top honors in Novi competition

BY DIANE HANSON
'SPECIAL WRITER

The national champion Ply-
mouth-Canton Educational Park
Marching Band started out
where it left off last November —
making a clean sweep of the
Flight I first-place trophy along
with all Flight I caption awards
for Best Music, Best Marching
and Best General Effect at the
season opener on Sept. 16.

Fanfare 2000, held at Novi
High School, set the stage for P-
CEP’s first competition perfor-
mance of this year’s show,

" Reflections: On Obsessions, a

musical and dramatic commen-
tary on society’s obsessions with
appearances and technology.

It was also the first competi-
tion for freshman clarinetist Jas-
mine Walker. “It was fun and I
think we did pretty good over-
all,” she said. “We put in a lot of
hours of practice last week. It
was hard, but it paid off.”

No question about that. The
Plymouth-Canton marchers
achieved the highest score —
76.35 ~ of all 20 competing
bands in all four flights for their
early season performance.

“It's the start of a new season,
and we have a long way to go,”
said tenor saxophone player Pat
Moran. A member of last year’s
championship band, Moran sized
up the first performance. “The
hard thing for me now is remem-
bering how great we were last
year and thinking of how far we
have to go to get there again.”

They are certainly well on
their way even though the show

On the field: The band runs through its show at Satur-
day’s first competitive event of the year.

is far from complete.

“The show doesn’t get any eas-
ier,” said P-CEP band director
David McGrath. “We are march-
ing 90 drill charts already and
that’s as many as we had total at
nationals last year. This year the
total will be 130 when complet-
ed.”

And Moran is certain they can
pull it off. “We have a great staff
again this year,” he said. “I
think the band is even more
committed this year. It seems
that everyone is focused a lot
more because we have to up the
standards a notch from last
year.”

It helps that this year’s per-
formers are a more mature
group. “This is the first year that
we have more juniors and

seniors than freshmen and

sophomores since I have been’

here,” said McGrath, who begins
his sixth year at the Park.

“It is an older band and that
ups the learning curve a bit. The
show was hard enough last year
and they were able to handle the
tempos. We are marching at
tempos that we usually don’t
achieve until mid-season.”

Another big plus, according to
McGrath, is this year’s incoming
freshmen. “They are a very tal-

ented group this year,” he said. .

“It is certainly ... the strongest
freshman class since I have been
here.”

Of his entire band, McGrath
said, “I couldn’t be more proud of
them. They’re doing exactly
everything I could ask.”

Did you know"

M A coat hanger is 44 mches
long when straightened?

™ Nearly 92 million Ameri-
-cans use cell phones?

®m H. G Wells’” and Stephen -

- King’s birthdays are Sept. 21?

B Congress created the post
office in 1789? ,

M The first Major League
Baseball double header was
played on Sept. 25, 1882?

M It took Leonardo da Vinci
four years to paint the Mona
Lisa?

Web Watch
Check out these Web 31tes.
B www.npg.org.uk
B www.woodnet.com
M www.enature.com
B www.researchbuzz.com
M www library.dol.gov

Sports and the arts

Here are some biographies for
young readers available at the
library:

] Baryshnzkov A Most Spec—
tacular Dancer by Saul Good-
man

8l Bicycle Rider by Mary Scios-
cia

M Joe Louis by Robert E. Jak-
oubek

® Perfect Balance: The Story of

an- Elzte Gymnast by Lynn
Haney

B Kyle Rote, Jr.: American-
born Soccer Star by Edward
Dolan

Q&A
.Q: When was the first ice
cream cone used?

A: Ttalo Marchiony emigrated
from Italy in the late 1800s and
soon went into business in New
York, with a pushcart dispens-
ing lemon ice. Success soon led
to a small fleet of pushcarts, and
the inventive Marchiony was
inspired to develop a cone to
hold the tasty ice. The first was
made of paper and later of pas-
try. On Sept. 22, 1903, his appli-
cation for a patent for his new
mold was filed and U.S. Patent
No. 746971 was issued to him on
Dec. 15, 1903.

Source Chase’s 2000 Calendar
of Events

Library construction update

Visit the proposed floor plan
and our photo album of the
expangion at our Web site: www.
cantonpl .org

Books on tape’

Here are some new books on
audio tape available from the
library:

M Cold Case by Stephen White

B The Fuhrer’s Reserve by
Paul Lindsay

B Moses: A Life by Jonathan
Kirsch

W Mr. Brightly’s Evemng Off
by Kathleen Rowntree

B The Pleasure of Finding

- Things Out by Richard Feynman

W Simplify Your Life by Elaine

St. -J ames

New DVDs

" Here are some new selectlons
available from the library:

W Excalibur

W Galaxy Quest

B The Insider

B The Iron Giant

Hot topic of the week
Children’s Library Tile Design
Contest! The Canton Public
Library and Canton Project Arts
are sponsoring a contest from

which 150 drawings will be cho-.

sen and made into tiles to be dis-
played in the new children’s
reading nook. If you are a Can-
ton resident, and in grades 1-5,
stop by the Information Desk in
the Children’s Library for an
official tile design entry form.
Children whose designs are cho-
sen will draw and paint their
design on a tile. These tiles will
then be fired, glazed and
installed in the library and the
name and age of each artist will
be printed on each tile. Tile
designs will be judged on cre-
ativity, artistic skill, use of space
and how well they illustrate the
“favorite animal” theme. All
entry forms must be returned to
the library by Saturday, Sept.
30, by 5 p.m. For more informa-
t;on, please contact the Chil-
dren’s Library at (734) 397-0999.

@ the Canton Library is com-
piled by Laura Dorogi of the
library stoff. The library is locat-
ed at 1200 S. Canton Center. For
more information about library
programs and services, call 397-
0999.

BY PATRICIA RICHARDS
SPECIAL WRITER

“Freedom is not free. Free-
dom is not cheap,” said state
Rep. Tom Kelly, D-Wayne, one
of the many speakers at the
annual POW/MIA Day memo-
rial ceremony this past Friday,

“hosted by Bova VFW and Viet-

nam Veterans of America,
Westland Chapter No. 387,
The event, held in front of
Westland City Hall, was a
solemn reminder of those who
have served in the armed
forces and are still unaccount-
ed for.

The ceremony began with an
invocation, calling Americans
not to forget those still missing
in action, as the flags were
lowered to half-staff. Honored
guests, the Teran family,
whose son Tom is Westland’s
only POW/MIA, were present,
along with Westland City
Council members Sandra
Cicirelli, Charles “Trav” Grif-
fin, Richard LeBlanc, Glenn
Anderson and David Cox.

Judge Gail McKnight, also
present, thanked femilies and
the men and women who have

Ceremony pays tribute
to American POW/MIA

H Eighty-eight thou-
sand Americans
reinain unaccounted
for from all wars.

served. “Every week while Tom
Teran was in Vietnam, he got a
package from his mom with
food and supplies for a Viet-
namese family near where
Tom was stationed,” said McK-
night.

" Prayers and best wishes
were sent from the offices of
Wayne County Commissioner
Kay Beard, D-Westland, and
state Rep. Eileen DeHart, D-
Westland, who were unable to
attend.

“We are here to contmue to
speak for every veteran who
has never come home from
World War 11, Vietnam, Korea,
and the list goes on. I encour-
age you to continue writing
your representatives in Wash-
ington, D.C., to put more pres-
sure on the governments of
Russia, Korea, Vietnam, Laos
and Cambodia to send our
comrades home. Until such

time, they will always be
remembered in our hearts,”
said Chris Belmont, comman-
der, Bova VFW.

Two memorial wreaths were
placed near the Veterans
Memorial — the first, by the
nieces of Tom Teran, and the
second by Karen Latta and
Tammy Foster of Bova VFW
Ladies  Auxiliary. The
Churchill/Stevenson ROTC
ended the ceremony by reading
the names of each POW/MIA

_ from the state of Michigan. A

black balloon was released for
each name called, followed by a
21-gun salute and the playing
of Taps. A closing prayer
reminded all present not to
give up hope for those missing
in action.

Eighty-eight thousand Amer-
icans remain unaccounted for
from all wars. Of the 38,000
soldiers lost in Korea, 8,000
are still missing. A total of
58,000 Americans died in the
Jungles of Vietnam.

Sandra Cicirelli urged the
people of Westland to “keep
these soldiers and families in
our prayers.”

Jacol

MON-SAT 10- 9 » OPEN SUN AT NOON

Birmingham e {248) 644-6500

jacobsons.com

Rochester ¢ (248} 651-6000

BEING'ON TIME
HAS NEVER BEEN MORE
FASHIONABLE.

 Intricately detailed watches from
Brighton,
Choose the sterling silverplated
scroll-link style with a square face
or the silver- and goidplated style
with a round face. Each has an
attractive toggle clasp. $100.
In Fashion Jewelry.

packaged in a painted tin.

SOI]S

Livonta » (734) 591-7606
»

PDFB999532
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Phones from page Al

means to get to (another phone),”
she said.

Some of the residents have cell
phones, and some others
received some on loan from fami-
ly members to use while the
ground lines were out.

It turns out the repairs were
completed within two days.
Musser said she believes the
swift service was due to the resi-
dents’ diligence in making their
camplaints heard. They contact-
ed television news stations, Can-
ton police and fire departments
and even Canton Supervisor
Tom Yack.

Robert Jones, director of exter-
nal affairs for Ameritech, said he
reviewed the reports regarding
the phone service outage at the
park buf was unable to find the
cause,

“There’s no indication in there
about what caused the problem,”
Jones gaid.

Resident Mary Dunning said

B ‘There’s no indication
in there about what
caused the problem.’

~Robert Jones,
Ameritech spokesman

phone service is worth fighting
for, but not all residents can
fight equally. A 97-year-old
neighbor has lived across the
street for five years, but Dun-
ning said she’s only seen her
three times.

“The phones are our contact
with the outside world,” she
said. “I know a lot of people who
get very nervous with no tele-
phone service and no (electric)
service. Some of us still remem-
ber the (Great) Depression and
have learned to cope.”

What'’s going on? Read Observer Entertainment

Want o @reak rabo i

If you live or work in IE
Plymouth, Canton, Northville or Novi,
it’s as close as your own backyard.
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Van Buren ;.. .4

Tabor said students are going to
be the primary beneficiaries of
the new construction. Edgemont
was built in 1956 and Raw-
sonville was built in 1954. The
cost of building new was esti-
mated to be 20 percent higher
than rehabilitating the build-
ings.

Students at both schools had
to meander through a series of
portable classrooms, which dis-
rupted the education process.

Edgemont Principal Barbara
Faler said there has been a dra-
matic difference with the new
building.

“I’s nice to be able to have
children in a classroom that’s
self-contained to they can fully
concentrate and work on their
studies,” Faler said. -

The space crunch in the old
building meant teachers were
using every available space for
instruction — even hallways and
spaces not much bigger than
closets.

“The kids are very thankful to
have the (new) building,” Faler
said.

Tabor sa1d the new buildings
will be wired for Internet access
as well, providing another bene-
fit to students

“(The new buildings) are going
to provide them with facilities
that more adequately address
the issues of the 21st century,”
Tabor said,

Van Buren School District vot-

B ‘It’s nice to be able
to have childrenin a
classroom that’s self-
contained to they can
fully concentrate and
work on their studies.’

~Barbara Faler,
Edgemont principal

ers approved a $16 million sink-
ing fund in June 1998 by a
3,255-2,972 vote. The approval
came on the heels of two failed
attempts — a $16 million sinking
fund defeated by two votes in
February 1998 and a $40 million
bond proposal defeated in June
1996. ,
A sinking fund differs from a
bond issue in that financing for
individual projects is obtained as
they are ready to start construc-
tion, rather than up-front. The
result is a lower millage rate for
district taxpayers.

Other projects for which the

"sinking fund has been used

include the construction of a
music addition at Belleville High
School and the building of a
media center and multi-purpose
room at Elwell and Haggerty ele-
mentary schools. :

Future plans for the sinking -
fund include upgrading fresh air
exchange systems at all schools
to improve air quality, Tabor
said.

DiSp“te from page Al

didn’t keep them pfoperly

. informed. He said they thought

the bond was for $5 million, not
$6 million. They were unsure
what the bonds would fund and
how the township would repay
them.

“The million extra dollars was
like the straw that broke the
camel’s back,” Kearney said. “I'm

~ sure those nine holes won’t bring

in $6 million to pay this back. I
know it will end up coming out of
the general fund.”

Kearney said Yack contacted
him shortly after his resignation
and wanted to talk about the
issues. He later received an e-
mail from Yack about a meeting.

“Apparently, he had some
lawyers and some other people
who wanted to talk to us,” Kear-
ney said. “I have heard nothing
else.”

Yack said this is simply a mis-
understanding. He said the
board members didn’t under-
stand their roles, possibly
because township administrators
did a poor job conveying their
statutory responsibilities.

Over the years, he said, the
board has been given more
authority, or implied authority,
than it actually has by statute.
Finance Director Tony Minghine
said the board received detailed
spending schedules, as a cour-
tesy, with past'bond issues. They
did not receive the details this
time.

“In the past, they told us
where the money was coming

from, how the bonds would be’

paid back and they detailed it to
the dime,” Kearney explained.
“The toughest part has been

Cottage Treasures...

item cetail
Oval Mirror $286
44” Dresser : $702
Lingerie Chest $897
Chair - $338
Lattice Bed, 3/3 - $832
Night Stand $390 -

All discounts are off msrp. Previous sales may not have been at those prices.

romantic country cottage styling that provides a wealth of decorating possibilities. Chouce of Suede,
Linen or Denim finishes. Crafted in solid pine and selected white pine veneers

 SALE
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¢ $579
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$539
$249
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B ‘I'm sorry to see
things going the way
they’re going. Still, |
don’t have any animosl-
ty,

—Jim Kearney,

former authority member

dealing with the township
board.”

Kearney said the building
authority deals mostly with the
finance department. The town-
ship board appoints the building
authority board, but the building
authority acts on behalf of bond
holders. Kearney sat on the
board for 22 years, which méets
quarterly.

“I think they felt they were

-perfunctory in their duties,”

Yack said. “By statute, they sort
of are. In this case, one member
questioned why it was a $6 mil-
lion bond. The size and elements
of the bond issue are the respon-
gibility of the township board,
not the building authority.” .

Township board member
Melissa McLaughlin said she ’
doesn’t have much interaction
with the board. Nevertheless,
she’d like to see the issue settled.

“1 think it’s fairly unusual, in
Canton, for something like this
to happen,” she said. “Things
generally run pretty smoothly.
‘Maybe it’s a case where they
need a clarification of roles and
responsibilities and these kinds
of things. It mlght be a commu-
nication snafu.”

If the former building authori-
ty members won’t reconsider
their resignations, Yack said the
township won’t replace them
immediately.

He hopes there will be no
vacancies to fill.

Kearney said there will be at
least one.

“Ag far as I'm concerned the
township needs to find three new
rubber stamps,” he said. Kear-
ney said he won’t reconsider.

“Um 3011y t0 see this happen,”
he said. “I'm sorry to see things
going the way they’re going.
Still, I don’t have any animosi-

t}’~ »

" Finda
full life in an
empty tomb.

What was missing on Easter
morning then can supply what's
~ missing in your life now.
We want to make sure
nobody’s missing out.

Come see hoiy we're doing.

Vg

Evangelical Presbyterian Church

40000 6 Mile Road (West of Haggerty)
Worship at 8:30, 16:00, 11:38 am
Gontemporary Service at 8:45 am
248-374-7400 www.wardepc.org
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Former Adams prlnmpal sentenced in fraud:

BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER
dclem@oe,homecomm.net

Formerly acclaimed Adams
Middle School Principal Celes-
“tine Sanders received a one-day
jail term and no probation when
she was sentenced Tuesday for
embezzling school money.
Sanders, 52, walked free from
Wayne County Circuit Judge

Kim Worthy’s courtroom after-

receiving credit for one day in
jail, even though police said she
never served any time.
“Pm beyond being surprised at
~what some of the judges do,”

- Westland Police Chief Emery

Price said. “I can’t explain it.”

Worthy noted that Sanders
has repaid $8,000 to the Wayne-
Westland school distriet,
resigned her $88,000 post and
suffered irreparable harm to her
once-stellar career.

Sanders pleaded no contest
Aug. 11 to a single embezzling
charge. She had earlier faced a
possible 10-year prison term
amid 15 criminal charges.

Sanders, now working as .a
Hudson’s sales clerk, resigned as
Adams principal in May after
she was accused of embezzling
school money during an 18-
month period starting Jan. 8,
1998.

“I would say simply that this
is truly an isolated; unfortunate
incident and that there’s really
no need for probation,” Jim Net-
ter, longtime western Wayne
County NAACP activist, said.
“This whole matter came forth
out of her efforts to deal with
children in the school system.
She’s retired (as an educator)

_now, and it’s unlikely that she’ll
ever find herself in that situa-
tion again.

“I think it was a wise sen-
tence,” Netter said. “She has suf-
fered irreparable harm in terms
of prestige and reputation -
something that’s prlceless‘

Sanders quit her job in May
amid accusations that she took
money from student fund-raisers

Agency opens
new preschool

Lutheran Social Services of
Michigan has opened its fourth
and largest KidZone child care
facility in Zion Lutheran
Church, 1501 West Liberty St.,
Ann Arbor.

The new KidZone is licensed
for 54 preschool children ages six
weeks through 6 years. Hours of
operation are 6:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Monday through Friday.
Preschool classes offer half- and
full-day options.

“The exciting feature of this
KidZone is that it is able to pro-
vide care for infants and tod-
dlers,” says program director
Paul Michalsen, who also runs a
center in Ypsilanti for pre school
children,

The child-centered program
offers hands-on materials that

encourage learning through

exploration. A typical day would
include large group activities,
class time in small groups,
inside and outside play, art,
.music, and large and fine-motor
-activities. The curriculum is edu-
cational — encompassing read-
ing and math readiness, lan-
guage arts development and sci-
entific discovery and exploration.

Other LSSM KidZone loca-
tions are in Westland, Taylor
and Ypsilanti.

For information on the Ann
Arbor KidZone, call (734) 213-
2900. Enrollment is under way.

 THINKIN
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Layvaway Now
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and other internal school
accounts. She has declined to
discuss the case. »

“I'm glad this case is over, I
truly am,” Chief Price said Tues-
day. “I always had a lot of
respect for her. Obviously, I wish
what happened had never hap-
pened.” °

Price commended the work of
Sgt. James Dexter and other
investigators who pieced togeth-
er a 200-page report on the
Sanders case.

“We did our job,” Price said.

Wayne-Westland school,
Superintendent Greg Baracy

a
Visit parisian.com and see the
top ten must haves that will instantty
update your fall 2000 wardrehe. The
season starts with-animal-it's
everywhere- and ends with bold
jewelry~it's time to pile en the-gald.

Check our website to ting aut the rest!
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said in August that he consid-
ered the matter “over” after
Sanders repaid the district’s
money. ’

Few details about Sanders’
embezzling activities emerged in
court, but it was revealed during
one proceeding that she improp-
erly paid for flowers for someone
and that she used school money

- to pay for tickets to a YMOA

banquet.
‘Even Worthy said Sanders

Parisian Signature Gold Card
entities you to special sales and
discounts, free gift wrapping and
delivery at selected gift-giving
times, plus valuahie gift checks
as a reward for shopping with us.
Ask for a brochure to learn move.

didn’t use the money in harmful
ways, although the judge criti-
cized the taking of school funds
meant for students.

Sanders was a 30-year district

‘employee and seven-year princi-

pal who had gained accolades

from educators, students, par-

ents, and police and court offi-
cials, who praised her for start-
ing a Law Day program at her
middle school.

She also was in charge of the

§ B i
alterations

Because a great fook starts with
a great fit, our expert alteralions
assnciates and fitters offer free
customary alterations. We also
offer more extensive alterations
at a nominal charge and fittings
by appointment.

T

school at a time when students
made landmark improvements
in their scores on Michigan Edu-
cation Assessment Program
tests.

Sanders became one of the
first guests on the city of West-
land’s cable program, “People
Worth Watching.”

Even Price conceded that it
was difficult for his department
to investigate an educator so
highly regarded in the communi-
ty.

Still, he said the probe
spanned hundreds of hours and
was laid out in a 200-page report

To help you keep up on the fatest
skin care and color irends, just cali
for an appointment at our cosmetic
courter or sfep hy. We'll show you
the newest products for men, fog.

Sorey, we zan't make price adjustments o previously purchased merchandise.
CALL 1-800.424-8188 TO ORDER ANYTIME. STORE HOURS: Laurst Park Place apen Sun, 12-8, Mon.-Sat. 109,
FOR IIFORMATION call 953-7500. CHARGE IT: Parisian Credit Card, MasterCard, Visa, the Amedcan Exprese® Card or Discover®,

et

turned over to the Wayne Coun-’ ~
ty Prosecutor’s Office, which,
approved the embezzling::
charges. i

Sanders’ decision to plead n
contest to a single embezzling
charge prompted authorities to
drop 14 other counts and bring a:+
swift resolution to the case.

“It’s my hope that she can:
somehow start arew and go on”
with her life and continue to:
help children in some way,” Net-w

25% oft hanes
Save 25% on entire seiection of
Hanes Hosiery. For a limited

time, when you purchase twelve
pairs of Hanes Hosiery, you'll
receive gne pair free! Salg ends

Sunday. October 1. 2000.
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Robber grabs cash from ,

‘Ford Road supermarket

L e e v e

BY DARRELL CLEM
- STAFF WRITER
i ‘.dclem@oe.homecomm.net

© A lone bandit robbed a West-
land grocery store late Saturday,
.escaping with hundreds of dol-
‘lars, and a police officer apolo-
.gized after detaining the wrong
-suspect during a traffic stop.

The incident started at 11:53
p.m. Saturday when a man
"inside the Farmer Jack on Ford
‘Road near Wildwood grabbed
several hundred dollars from a
cash register drawer while
standing in line, a police report
-gaid.
~ The bandit motioned the work-
‘er to remain quiet, and police

said the employee, fearing for
his life, followed orders and
turned over the money to a sus-
pect described as a 6-foot black
male in his 30s, weighing about
175 pounds and sporting a
shaved head and goatee.

The worker said the man wore
a brown shirt and pants, and a
gold chain around his neck.

Meanwhile, a police officer
patrolling on Warren near Mer-
riman saw a 1987 Chevy Monte
Carlo pass by, driven by a black
male wearing a brown shirt. The
officer said the man pulled into a
muffler shop lot.

“] approached the driver, who
had only rolled his window down

i | A
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Presented by
Hands On Center For Physical Therapy

EXERCISES AND BIOFEEDBACK

Kegel exercises and biofeedback
'E| may be used to treat urinary
. incontinence. Stregnthening pelvic
floor muscles with Kegel exercises
has been shown to reduce urine
leakage in 50% to 75% of women
and cure it in 20% with stress
incontinence. Women can ideniify
these muscles by starting to urinate
and stopping the flow midstream.
Kegel exercises are Ferformed by
contracting and relaxing these
muscles. Kegel exercises are being
performed correctly, One study
show s that K egel
exercises/biofeedback may Dbe
more effective in treating urge
incontinence than oxybutynin, a
medication used to relax smooth

.
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PS, Thirteen million adults in
incontinence.

vanetll

muscle in the bladder.

One of the most common causes
of incontinence is the stress and
trauma experienced by woman's
body -during pregnancy and
delivery, Many women also
experience pre- and postpartum
back pain. There's no need to suffer
in silence; ask your physician for a
referral to HANDS ON CENTER
FOR PHYSICAL THERAPY, located
in Plymouth, at 40 Forest Avenue,
Suite 20. We offer the widest
of treatment techniques
e, including massage and
individual exercise instruction. All
treatment is provided in closed
rooms for your privacy. To learn
more, call 455-8370. ’

this country suffer from urinary

Last Sunday morning

at 9:15 Becky
Stevens left
homel

It wasn't the first time.
It happens almost every week.

You see, Becky spends Sunday morning with about 20
other kids her age at Trinity Presbyterion Church. Her
parents don't let Becky go off by hersekf They take her.

‘Becky loves every minute of it. Her mom and dad love it

. too. Not just becouse of the way Becky is growing, but

because of the way the church helps the whole family
‘stay closer together.

Maybe you should think about leaving home
next Sunday morning!
if you do, bring the whole family.

Trlnltq Presbyterian Church
. 10101 Ann Arbor Road, Plymouth
at Corner of West Ann Arbor and Gotfredson Roads
(5 miles West of Ann Arbor & Sheldon Roads)
734.459.9550
Worship Services 8:30, 9:45 and 11:15 a.m.
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0% Savings

Furniture that may last longer than your house.

‘| Smith Brothers of Berne creates hand-crafted upholstered furniture in your choice of
: style, fabrzc and colors - exactly the way you want it and with a Lifetime warranty.

sofa. starting at msr. $2041 Sale $1219

ﬁlAﬂ discounts are off msrp. Previous sales may not have been at those prices.

a slight crack,” the officer said in
his report. “As I reached his win-
dow, I observed he was also
wearing brown pants and a gold
chain around his neck. This fit
the (suspeet’s) description per-
fectly.”

Removing his handgun from
its holster, the officer ordered
the man out of his car but didn’t
point the weapon at him, accord-
ing to a police report.

After finding a wad of money
in the man’s right pants pocket,
the officer handcuffed him,
placed him in the patrol car and
took him to see the Farmer Jack
employee, who told police the
suspect’s gold chain and clothing
“were a little different” than the
store thief’s.

A police sergeant also decided
after reviewing a store video
that the detained man “was not
the suspect,” according to a
police report.

The police officer wrote in his
report that he released the
detained man and returned his
meoney “with an apology.”

The officer also noted that the
man’s car wouldn’t start, “so 1
jump-started it for him, and he
was sent on his way.”

Have ball, will travel

Hoop dreams?
Karen Windle of
Plymouth, 5, the
daughter of Ply-
mouth Christian
Academy girl’s
- basketball coach
Rod Windle,
dribbles a bas-
ketball down the
court during
half-time of the
Eagles game
against Agape
Christian Acade-
my recently.

STAFF PHOTO
BY PAUL HURSCHMANN

Est.
1957

RED BELL Preschool

"Character Building is Our Concern :

Enroilmg WP 734-453-5520
Pre School AR
pen a.m.-6 p.m. All lr'ear
27.yre.t0 4 yre. .~ 44661 W. Ban Arbor Tr. 12 Blk. . of Sheidon Ad.

Plymouth
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Happy Birthday!

HEALTH EXPI-ORA'I‘I@N S.TA'I' ,

Thanks for a great
first year To celebrate
Join us for cake and

September 28
lO m 8 ]) m:

tour the exhibit - ‘ A
The Health Exploration Station

ﬂﬂlk@’ 1o see Whﬂ't is in the Saint Joseph Mercy

we’re all about! Canton Health Center located

at 1600 S. Canton Center Road,
. Canton.

For more information
call (734) 398-7518.

The exhibit gallery is open
to the public the fourth
Thursday of every month
from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.
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OBITUARIES

WILLIAM R. CRAGGS .

Services for William R. Crag-
gs, 78, of Redford were held
Wednesday, Sept. 20 from Thay-
er Rock Funeral Home with the
Rev. Larry Austin officiating.
Burial was at Oakland Hills
Memorial Gardens of Novi.

Mr. Craggs was born April 27,
1922, in Highland Park and died
Sept 16 in Owosso. He was
retired from Craggs Cabinet
Company since 1988. He was a
veteran of the U.S. Navy and
member of VFW Post 3941 in
Livonia. He enjoyed his dogs
and traveling in his motor home,

Survivors include his wife of
54 years, Theresa (Bienkowski);
son Richard (Donna) Craggs of
Canton, daughter Barbara Leaf
of Hartland, brothers Jack
(Louis) Craggs of Traverse City
and Robert (Betty) Craggs of Elk
Rapids; sister Joyce Chalmers of
Virginia, formerly of Southfield;
five grandchildren and four
great-grandchildren.

Memorials may be made to
donor’s choice.

Arrangements were made by
Thayer-Rock Funeral Home.

ANTHONY J. MONTE

Services for Anthony J.
Monte, 80, of Canton were held
Tuesday, Sept. 19, at St.
Thomas a’Becket Catholic
Church with the Rev. Richard
Kelly officiating.

Mpr. Monte was born on Sept.
10, 1920, in Cleveland and died
Sept 15 in Ann Arbor. He was a
retired technician for the U.S.
Tank Plant.

Surviving are his wife, Rose-
marie Monte; daughters Bonnie
(Tony) LaTorre of Lake Orion,
Roseanne Matich of Phoenix and
Mary Alice (Kurt) Le Merise of
Canton; sister Anne Collins,
eight grandchﬂdren and two

chair. starting at mst. $848 Sale $509
ottoman. starting at mst. $410 Sale $246

*With deposit and app. credit.

gan.

Sheldon Road, Plymouth.

‘clerk for an insurance company.

mother, Mary D’Agostino;
daughter, Karen °~ Ann
- McMackin; and. son, Rick
McMackin.

‘LaFave and Lu Theodore of

great-grandchildren.
Memorials may be made to

the St. Thomas a’Becket build- .

ing fund or to Hospice of Michi-

Local arrangements were
made by McCabe Funeral Home.
EDITH E. SCHUTZE

Services for Edith E. Schutze,
86, of Plymouth will be held at 3
p.m. Sunday, Sept. 24, at St.
John’s Episcopal Church, 574

Mrs. Schutze was born March
28, 1914, in Detroit and died
Sept. 18 in Livonia. She retired
from American Motors in 1976
where she worked as a secre-
tary. She was a former
Northville resident and has
lived in Plymouth for over 50
years. She was a member of St.
John’s Episcopal Church in Ply-
mouth and sang in their choir
since 1947. She was one of the
founding members of the Ply-
mouth Symphony. She played,
the cello in the Plymouth Sym-
phony for over 52 years.

Her passion was her music.
She played the organ and violin
as well -as the cello. She was a
great socializer and compassion-
ate friend to many. She volun-
teered her time and energy at
church and in the community.

She was preceded in death by
her husband, Leonard T. .
Schutze. :

Survivors include her two :
daughters, Elizabeth (William) -
Nick of Novi and Sarah (Eric) :
Anderson of Farmington Hills;
two sons, James (Cheryl) ,
Schutze of Arizona and Roderick
(Sandra) Plichta of Washington,
Mich.; and seven grandchildren,
Vincent, Jessica, Michael,
Sarah, Matthew, Crystal and
Laurie.

Memorials may be made to
the Angela Hospice.

Arrangements were made by
Schrader-Howell Funeral Home.

ROY G. ROBINSON
Services for Roy G. Robinson,
60, of Canton will be held at 11 .
a.m. Saturday, Sept. 30, at St.
Michael Lutheran Church, 7000
Sheldon Road, Canton. Mr.
Robinson died on Sept. 1.
. Survivors include his children, |
Tim (Cari), Todd (Sheri), and
Tracie; and one grandchﬂd Ty -
Nolan. ’-
Memorials may be made to -
the American Diabetes Associa-
tion, 30600 Telegraph Road,
Suite 2255, Bingham Farms, MI
48025-4533.
Arrangements were made by
Verheyden Funeral Home.

MICHELINE C. MCMACKIN
Services for Micheline C. !
MecMackin, 79, were held on
Sept. 19 at Vermeulen Funeral
Home with- Deacon dJoe
Daratony officiating. :
She was born on June 28,
1921, in Detroit and died Sept.
16 in Livonia. She was an office

She was a member of Resurrec-
tion Catholic Church. ,

She was preceded in death by
her father, Angelo D’Agostino;

She is survived by her cousin,
Mary Thurber of Birmingham,;
and friends, Philomena “Tilly”

Canton.
Memorials may be made in
the form of Mass offerings.
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Ameritech launches programs to answer service complaints

BY MIKE MALOTT
HOMETOWN NEWS SERVICE

mmalott@homecomm.net

Farmington resident Steven
Bice has been without phone ser-
vice off and on for 97 days since
spring. Ameritech workers may
restore service on a given day,
and it goes out again later the
same day or the next, he said.

In the meantime, the company
has not given him credits on his
phone bill. Only 30 days have
been taken off his service
charges.

“No service, no pay,” he told
the Michigan Public Service
Commission Monday morning in
Lansing. His comments were
made in the first of several
statewide public hearings sched-
uled for this fall on the phone
company’s current service prob-
lems.

“Employee morale is the worst
of any company I've ever seen.
When workers show up, they
talk of work slowdowns because
. of the attitude the company has
toward technicians,” he said.

Many complaints

There are many such com-
slaints. State Sen. Mike Rogers,
R-Howell, hand delivered 155
such complaints from customers
about Ameritech which he has
received through his new Web
page, www. fixmy phonenow.
com, Rogers launched the page
in response to complaints of slow
repair service and delays in get-
ting new lines.

The PSC, which has also been
receiving a rash of complaints
over the past two months, has
taken action to force Ameritech
to improve its service response.
Ameritech officials were on hand
it Monday’s hearing to field the
omplaints, Gail Torreano, presi-
ient of Ameritech Michigan,
ipologized to customers, saying
‘he problem was due to difficul-
ies the company did not antici-
ate: “too few technicians, too
nuch work and too much rain.”

She denied that the company
108 laid off line technicians, but
said the company did see 10 per-
+ent of its line workers leave last
rear for early retirement.
Nonetheless, she said the cur-

Under fire

W ‘Employee morale is the worst of any company
I've ever seen. When workers show up, they talk
of work slowdowns because of the attitude the
company has toward technicians.’

Steven Bice

—dissatisfied Ameritech customer

rent rate of slow service “is unac-
ceptable to our customers, unac-
ceptable to the PSC and unac-
ceptable to us.”

Service repair problems, as
well as slow start-ups of new
lines, came to light in August
when the PSC received “nearly
2,000” complaints of slow ser-
vice. Ameritech General Manag-
er of Customer Provisioning and
Maintenance Cindie Buck told
the PSC that average repair
times in August were 118 hours,
but complaints that it has taken
more than a month to restore
service are common.

No teeth

Rogers said he believes the
problem is that the PSC lacks
enforcement power.

“A dog with no teeth makes a

- great pet,” he said, “but it does-

n’t make a very good watchdog.”

He announced he will be

proposing legislation this fall to
significantly stiffen fines for the
phone company when repairs go
beyond 36 hours.
- PSC Commissioner Robert
Nelson echoed the sentiment.
Hearing that back in the spring
Ameritech Michigan had sent
technicians to Illinois to help out
with a service crisis there, Nel-
son asked if the reason was that
Ilinois’ penalties for slow service
were higher than Michigan’s.

Buck did not respond, saying
only that it was a small number
of technicians who had been sent
and that they were quickly
recalled.

Ameritech used the hearing to
announce new programs of its
own to address the problem.
Buck said the company will
begin shifting workers this week
to meet the service demand.
Along with moving 202 Michigan
technicians from construction to
ingtallation and  repair,
Ameritech’s parent company,
SBC, is dispatching technicians
from Southwestern Bell and
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Pacific Bell to address Michi-
gan’s repair problem. The 124
technicians from out of state
should arrive this week.

Ameritech will also give addi-
tional credits to customers whose
phones go out. In addition to
credits required by the state,
Ameritech will give a $14 credit
when service is out more than 48
hours or when installation of a
new line takes more than seven
days, Torreano said. And cus-
tomers won’t have to ask for the
credits, she said, they'll be given
automatically.

Additionally, the company
promised even more hiring and
more investment in the state’s
network.

New goal

Torreano said the date for get-
ting service up to speed would be
moved up three months. Initial-
ly, Ameritech had told the PSC it
could have average service times
down to 36 hours by March of
next year. With the additional
hires, transferred employees and
increased investment, she said
the company hopes to reach that
goal this December.

PSC Chairman John Strand
said the trend does seem to be
headed in the right direction.
Peak numbers of complaints had
been 582 per week in mid-
August. The complaints the PSC
is receiving dropped to 426 the
week of Sept. 11.

Ann Glenn, who runs a dog
rescue shelter out of her Clark-
ston home, was one of those who
showed up at Monday’s hearing.
She had been without phones for
weeks. When an Ameritech tech-
nician showed up, he couldn’t do
the job alone so her husband had
to help with the repairs.

“The worst part was that in
every phone call, every time I
talked to an Ameritech person, |
was treated rudely, unkindly,”
she said.

Chris VanKoevering has been

'

Many problems: Steven Bice of Farmington told the Public Service Commission
Monday of his troubles with Ameritech phone service over the summer. His phones
have been out of order for 97 days off and on since spring.

trying to get a phone installed in
his new Eaton Rapids home
since April. He complained that
his initial order was entered but
later lost. When he learned in
June that Ameritech had no
record of his order, he had to go
to the end of the waiting list
again.

“The last date I was given was
Sept. 6. Here it is Sept. 18 and I
still don’t have a phone,” he said.
“I've had no less than eight dead-
lines for when the phone would
be installed, but the most frus-
trating part is that I don't get
calls back.”

VanKoevering explained that
he has a cell phone, but when
Ameritech workers don’t show
up, they don’t call to inform him
or to reschedule.

Billing problems

Not all the complaints were
about the recent run of slow ser-

vice. Gary Satterfield, owner and
president of the American Cele-
brations limousine service in
Howell, told of a billing battle he
has had with the phone company
since 1997. Initially, it began
when his company moved.
Ameritech turned off his phones
three days in a row. Then the
company overbilled him by
amounts of $12,000. The shut-
offs and billing troubles nearly
closed his business.

“You have a company,” Satter-
field said, “with so much power
they can determine who can be
in business and who cannot ...
That’s a dictatorship.”

Five more consumer forums
will be held this fall. The nearest
locations will be in the Wyan-
dotte City Hall Council Cham-
bers at 6 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 3,
and in the Royal Oak
Senior/Community Center at 6
p.m. Thursday, Oct. 5. Addition-

al forums will be held in Escamif
ba, Tawas City and Cadillac. -

The commission will also
accept written comments on thé
issue through Monday, Oct. 9‘
Written comments should be
addressed to the Michigan Puli:
lic Service Commission, Execyy
tive Secretary, P.O. Box 30221*
Lansing, MI 48909.

W Gail Torreano, presn-
dent of Ameritech
Michigan, apologized to
customers, saying the
problem was due to dlf-
ficulties the company
did not anticipate: ‘too; _
few technicians, too
much work and too
much rain.’

If you're diagnosed with cancer, nothing is more important than getting healthy again. Fortunately, there’s a number that

can help. 1-800-865-1125. The nurses at the Cancer AnswerLine can provide valuable insight about specific types of cancer,

including the latest research and treatment options. Or, they can help you get a teferral or second opinion. If you — or someone

:
you love — has cancer, don't hesitate to call the Cancer AnswerLine. It could be the first step at improving your odds.

1-800-865-1125

Comprehensive Cancer Center
University of Michigan
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tate senator steps down to

work for county prosecutor

BY RICHARD PEARL .

STAFF WRITER
rpearl@oe.homecomm.net

State Sen. Virgil C. Smith of
Detroit, a foe of Michael E. Dug-
gan’s in the recent Democratic
primary race for Wayne County
prosecuting attorney, will resign
his post to join Duggan’s staff on
Jan. 1.

Puggan, the deputy county
executive who won the Aug. 8
primary, has no Republican
Party opponent in the Nov. 7
general election, although
Detroit attorney Sharon
McPhail, the runner-up, has
promised a vigorous write-in
campaign.

Smith, 53, who has served 24

years in Lansing, will be a top-

level appointee for the prosecu-
tor’s office, handling criminal
justice issues in Lansing and
community cutreach programs
in Wayne County.

Heé will succeed Andrea Solak
in .the Lansing job. Solak
announced in June that she will
retire at the end of the year.

“We're assembling a team of
the finest talent throughout
Wayne County,” Duggan said.
“I'm excited that Virgil Smith
will be a part of the team.”
Earlier, Duggan appointed a

*Driver and passenger front crash t

Virgil Smith

former Recorder’s Court chief
judge, Sam Gardner, as adminis-
trator of the prosecutor’s office.

Smith will leave his post as
Senate Democratic floor leader
at the end of the year. Since his
term doesn’t expire until Decem-
ber 2002, Gov. John Engler will
call a special election for senator
from the Second District, which
covers an eastern portion of
Detroit, plus Hamtramck and
Highland Park.

Smith said he is honored to
have served in the both the state

cash due at signing
after *1,000 cash back

*2,/69

for returning lessees**

includes refundable security deposit
excludes tax, title and license fees

1.

est. **Call 1-888-56-LEASE for details.
Leather seating surfaces includ

House and Senate, “The voters
in my district have given me
their support over the years and
I'm looking forward to serving
them again from the prosecutor’s
office,” he said in a press release.

As state representative, Smith
has been assistant majority floor
leader and served on various
committees, including the spe-
cial committee on court reorgani-
zation, which merged the
Recorder’s Court with the Third
Circuit Court.

He also introduced and helped
pass ground-breaking legislation
divesting Michigan of its invest-
ment and pension portfolio funds
in then-apartheid South Africa.
The legislation was the first of
its kind in the United States.

Smith did not respond to
Observer requests for comment
on his appointment.

A graduate of Detroit’s Persh-
ing High School and Michigan
State University who holds a law
degree from Wayne State, Smith
formerly was acting supervising
attorney for Wayne County
Legal Services and formerly was
senior assistant corporation
counsel for the Detroit legal
department.

Smith is married and is the
father of three sons and a daugh-

ter.
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BY HUGH GALLAGHER
STAFF WRITER
hgallagher@oe.homecomm.net

Frequent, reliable, safe, convenient.

These were the words that participants at a
transportation “visioning” session used to describe
the kind of mass transit they’d like to see in the
metro Detroit area. And more than 80 percent of
the participants said they'd be willing to pay for
it.

“The Transit Visioning Forum” was sponsored
by the Southeast Michigan Council of Govern-
ments on Aug. 10. ’

They released the report last week. Two more
forums are planned for next year.

The visioning forums were scheduled following
the release of SEMCOG’s 2025 Regional Trans-
portation Plan for Southeast Michigan, adopted in
June. .

The transportation plan outlines road, bridge
and other transportation projects for the next 25
years. The forums are intended to get public input
on mass transit.

The Aug. 10 forum was divided into an after-
noon and an evening session. About 200 people
attended. The group included representatives
from government, business, special interests orga-
nizations and individual volunteers.

Participants were asked prior to the sessions to
state their concerns about transit in the area,
what they’d like to see in mass transit and who
they think a mass transit system should benefit.

At the session participants were asked to
respond to a series of questions with a keypad
voting system.

Forum participants favor
expansion of mass transit

The questions gathered demographic informa-
tion and then delved into attitudes about mass
transit.

Following the voting, participants were separat-
ed into small groups with a facilitator from SEM-
'COG to discuss their views on mass transit and to
identify major concerns. ‘

The forum shows strong support for increasing
mass transit in the metro Detroit area, particular-
ly for the transit dependent.

But the forum also shows wide skepticism about
the success of mass transit in this area.

The resulte also show that more than 75 per-
cent of participants either did not use mass tran-
sit in the past month or used it less than five
times. '

The major reasons given for not using mass
transit were that appropriate routes weren’t
available and buses ran too infrequently.
. The report from SEMCOG divides the small|-
group responses into three categories: people, |-
characteristics and system benefits.

In the first category, the participants said mass
transit should primarily serve people who are
transit dependent, those with low income, the
elderly and the disabled.

Then it should serve those who need it to get to
work, “choice riders,” and visitors to the area.

The chief characteristics sought were a system
that was “frequent, reliable, dependable, fast,
safe, secure and convenient.” \

Chief benefits of a mass transit system, accord-
ing to small group participants, were to spur the
Jocal economy, give the region a sense of identity
and reduce auto congestion.
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Memories of Mark

Eagle Scout project is tribute

STAFF PHOTO BY PAUL HURSCHMANN

Eagle Project: Rich Jones (foreground) at the Salem High School
memorial with (from left) Matt Underhill, 10, Scout Master
Scott Lytle, Craig Lytle, 14, and Joe Wzlson 12

to Bolger, reminder of Salem tragedies

BY TRACEY BIRKENHAUER
STAFF WRITER

game.

this.

attain Eagle Scout.

boxes.

members are Eagle Scouts.

projects.

tube, so we had to fix that.”

Lytle, a 14-year-old Eagle Scout.

the obstacles.”

man.

said.

Scoutmaster Scott Lytle.

ject.

confirmation.

Rich Jones lost a good friend in January,
when fellow Salem High School student Mark
Bolger died after collapsing during a basketball

For everyone who's lost a Salem High fnend
Jones designed a memorial area in front of the
school. He had a couple of reasons for doing

He wanted to memorialize his friend and alsc

“Mark was a good friend, so this provides
somewhat of a closure,” Jones said. “It’s a place
to go to remember the good times.”

The area consists of 10 small crab apple trees
and a paver stone walkway. Eventually, he’'d
like to add a limestone bench and planter

Jones is a member of Boy Scouts of America
Troop 1539, which has 53 members from Ply-
mouth, Canton, Westland and Livonia. Five

While most Boy Scouts attain some badges
and other merits, only about 2 percent become
Eagle Scouts. To enjoy this honor, Scouts must
complete projects demonstrating leadership
-skills by their 18th birthday. Fellow Scouts
accumulate service time for helping with the

Jones turned 18 on Sept. 3. He finished his
undertaking just days before then.

“At first, it was overwhelming,” Jones said.
“We didn’t know about the underground irriga-
tion gystem and someone punctured a water

“Yeah bricks were floating away,’ sald Craig

“1 ﬁgured things don’t always go as they were
planned,” Jones said. “You learn to get around

Ag team leader, Jones acted as pro_]ect fore-

“It wasn’t a point of me doing the work, but
making sure everyone else was working,” Jones

“He was our leader,” Craig said. “Even the
adults asked him what they should be doing.”
“Which takes some getting used to,” added

The school approved Jones’ project and even
offered him $725 for materials. He spent more
than $800 on trees and paving stones.

Troop members spent 206 hours on the pro-

Jones completed all his Eagle Scout requ1re~
ments, but he’s still awaiting a board of revxew
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Gateway store::
offers buyers
‘test drive’

BY HEATHER NEEDHAM
STAFF WRITER .
hneedham@oe.homecomm.net

A store that will allow comput-
er buyers to do the equivalent of
“kick the tires” before they buy
is heading to Canton.

Gateway Country, a 5,000-
square-foot showroom-style

store, is expected to open the .

end of this month in the Kroger
shopping center at Canton Cerni-
ter and Ford. The store will sell
and service Gateway computers

" and offer on-site software train-

ing and technical support.

Most importantly, the store
will give customers a chance to
try computers out before they
buy, according to Greg Lund,
manager of consumer initiatives
for Gateway.

“People can come in and take
them for a test drive and order a
system built to their specifica-
tions,” Lund said.

Gateway market research
showed that some customers
prefer to see items before they
buy them.

“About 25-30 percent of the
consumer market will only buy
in retail,” Lund said. “We
learned that (computer buyers)
want to see what they're getting.
Buying something sight unseen
over the phone or Web was not
something they were interested
in.”

Customers will still have to
order their Gateway computer

Canton man named to post-

Brian Woodworth of Canton
has been hired as vice president
of information systems and chief
information officer at Murray’s
Discount Auto Stores. ’

Woodworth will supervise
Murray’s information technolo-
gy and its operations and will
also serve on Murray’s Execu-

Quoizel proudly presents superbly hand-crafted Tiffany lamp
reproductions, destined to be cherished for generations...yet affordable to all,
during the Quoizel “Tour de Tiffany” SALE, a national event.

For 3 Days September 28, 29 and 30th

ur oo Tifftrny

Look for the beautifully decorated Quoizel “Tour de Tour Tiffany” truck. It's filled with
fabulous Quoizel Tiffany reproductions to be SOLD... and view an
- authentic signed Louis Comfort Tiffany original.

Enter to Win a FREE Qu01zel Tlffany Reproductlon. _

products at the store. Systemé
can be customized for individual
customers’ tastes and needs and'
can be delivered to their homes
~ usually within a week.

Before 1996, the only way to
get a Gateway computer system -
was by ordering by phone or’
over the Internet. Since then;
300 Gateway Country stores
have sprung up across the Unit
ed States. Gateway was founded -
in 1985 and its headquarters are". »*
in San Diego. DR

“We’ve been really pleased™
with the results,” Lund said of -
the Gateway Country stores. .

Michigan locations include
Dearborn, East Lansing, Flint;*
Grand Rapids, Novi, Kalamazoo,
Roseville, Troy and Saginaw. -, .-

Lund said Gateway looks at ..
several different factors when
deciding where to locate a store. -
These factors include growth, ..~
proximity to residential areas,
number of Gateway users in the.
area, education and government;
activities.

“We usually locate in a shop- .
ping areas that are near res1den-
tial areas,” Lund said. :

Dianne Kojei, Canton Cham-
ber of Commerce executive .
director, said she’d just heard
about Gateway Country’s.
planned opemng v

“Gateway is a great product_ .
and I'd like to see them get
involved in the chamber,” she
said.

tive Committee.
Formerly, Woodworth served
as CIO at Let’s Talk Cellular
Wireless in Dallas and as info
mation systems director a
AutoZone.
Woodworth has a BS Degree
in Computer Science from the
University of Michigan.
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Salvation Army drops festival over beer sales

By TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER
tbruscato@ce. homecomm.net

The 'Plymouth Salvation
Army, which supplied most of
the volunteer help for the Great
Lakes Regional Chili Cookoff,
has pulled out of the Oct. 1 event
because there will be a beer tent,

“We feel the beer tent issue
creates problems for our princi-
ples and guidelines,” said Cap-
tain Stephen Hull. “We have a

long-standing policy that no Sal-
vation Army volunteers be at an
event that features alcohol con-
sumption.”

Despite the pullout, organizer
Annette Horn said she will still
give the Salvation Army a
$1,000 donation from the profits

of this year’s event.

“Bven though they won’t be a
part of the Chili Coekoff this
year, we'll still give them the
money because we already

wntmg or calling the following:

- CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON
ACCESS TO PUBLIC MEETINGS

The Charter Township of Canton will provide necessary reasonable
auxiliary aids and services, such as signers for the hearing impaired and
audio tapes of printed materials being considered at the meeting, to |
individuals with disabilities at the meeting/hearing upon two weeks notice
to the Charter Township of Canton. Individuals with disabilities requiring
auxiliary aids or services should contact the Charter Townghip of Canton by

David Medley, ADA Coordinator
Charter Township of Canton, 1150 S. Canton Center Road
Canton, MI 48188
(734) 397-5435

|| GREAT'LAKES CHILI COOK-OFF

promised it,” said Horn. “The
remainder will go to the Make-
A- Wish Foundation of Michi-
gan.”

Horn said last year the Chili
Cookoff donated just over $1,000
to both groups.

“I understand and respect
their decision,” said Horn. “We'll
just get more volunteers from
the Make-A-Wish Foundation.
We've asked the Lions Club for
help, too.”

Horn said it takes about 15

Train collectors host fall toy show on S unday

The Detroit Toledo Chapter of
the Train Collectors Association
and the St. Robert Bellarmine
Men’s Club will host Trains in

volunteers to help sell tickets for
the Chili Cookoff, take in money
for sampling chili and act as
runners for the chili cooks.

Hull said that while the Chili
Cookoff was a good fund-raiser
for the group, it was an easy
decision to make.

“The Salvation Army started
as a street mission among alco~
holics, with abstaining from
alcohol one of the conditions,” he
said. “To associate with an event
that prominently displays a beer

the Fall Toy Train Show at the
St. Robert Bellarmine school

tent goes against the grain of
who we are.”

The beer tent at the Chili
Cookoff will be located on the
lawn of the Masonic Temple on
Penniman Street. Acting Police
Chief Steve Hundersmarck said
he signed off on the special per-

‘mit request for the non-profit

group and sent it to the Michi-
gan Liquor Contrel Comnussmn
in Lansing for final approval. -
Hundersmarck said the set—up
of the beer tent for the Chili
Cookoff will be better than the
one set up by the Plymouth Fall
Festival, He sazd there will be

from 12:30-3 p.m. The show is
part of a year-long 100th
anniversary celebration of L1one1
trains.

PRI

both an entrance and ex1t into :"-
the area, with volunteers watch- ..
ing both to make sure no beer is - &
taken out of the tent. S

The Plymouth Fall Fes'clval
the first group ever to gell beer
at an event in downtown Ply- "
mouth, had a few problems asso- -~
ciated Wlth its beer tent durmg
this month’s festival. Hunders- -
marck said at times there were -
too many people in the beer tent -2
and not enough people to-oversee '
what was happening inside. He
also said police caught at least
four people who 1eft the tent -
with beer.

Train Club will be testing tralns
and there also will be four differ-
ent size train layouts in opera- ..
tion.

Publish: September 21 and 24, 2000 L899887

gym.,
The show is Sunday, Sept. 24,

At the show, the Trenton

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON
BOARD PROCEEDINGS - SEPTEMBER 12, 2000

Motion by Bennett, supported by Shefferly to move to closed session to discuss
employee negotiations and pending litigation at 6:00 p.m.. Motion carried
gnanimously.

Motion by Bennett, supported by Ladoy to move to open session at 7:10 p.m..

Motion carried unanimously.

A regular meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Charter Township of Canton
was held on Tuesday, September 12, 2000 at 1150 S. Canton Center Road,
Canton, Michigan 48188. Supervisor Yack called the meeting to order at 7:10
p.m. and led the pledge of allegiance to the flag.

Members Present: Bennett, Burdziak, Kirchgatter, LadJoy, McLaughlm

Shefferly, Yack
Members Absent: None »
Staff Present Director Conklin, Director Durack, Director Machnik,

Director Minghine, Director Santomauroc Deborah
Zevalkink

Motlon by Bennett, supported by K1rchgatter to adopt the agenda as
presented. Motion carrled unanimously,
Motion by Bennett, supported by McLaughlin to approve the minutes of the
reg'u]ar meeting of August 15, 2000. Motion carried unanimously.
Motion by Bennett, supported by McLaughlin to approve the minutes of the
study session meeting of August 29, 2000. Motion carried with Clerk Bennett
as the only abstained.
Reverend Bryan Smith, Pastor of Geneva Presbyterian Church wished to
speak regarding the topic of making Martin Luther King’s birthday a holiday.
The nation, as a secular one, chooses to set aside certain days as holidays as a
gymbol. Reverend Smith would like the township to reconsider its current
Pposition and-choose to celebrate Martin Luther ng Day as one of thosé
‘symbols.
Cindy Thomas believes that taking the step to initiate Martin Luther King
Day as a holiday would be a step of humility and goes a long way to end
‘prejudice against those not like themselves.
Motion by Kirchgatter, supported by Shefferly to approve payment of the bills
as presented. Motion carried unanimously.
Expenditure Recap for the
Township Board Meeting of September 12, 2000

;Motion by Bennett, supported by Shefferly to open the Public Hearing on the
proposed December 1, 2000 millage rates and proposed FY 2001 budgets at
7:15 p.m. Motion carried unanimously.

Motion by Bennett, supported by Ladoy to close the Public Hearing on the
proposed December 1, 2000 millage rates and proposed FY 2001 budgets at
9:07 p.m. Motion carned unanimously.

Motlon by Bennett, supported by Ladoy to accept the attached millage rates as
the actual rates. Motlon carried unanimously. .
ImPact of proposed millage rates:

12/1/2000 Proposed Millage Rates

1.1100

2.9400

4.800

8.8500

‘§Charter Mills
Fire Special Assessment
Police Special Assessment
Total
MNMD&
‘Motion by Bennett, supported by LaJdoy to gpprove the 2000-2001 Municipal
Cred:t Contract between SMART and the/Charter Township of Canton for
1$55,396.00 and to authorize the Supe sor to sign the contract. Motion
cearried unanimously.
Motlon by Bennett, supported by LaJdy to adopt a resolutlon opposing the
‘MTA Proposal 002. Motion carried ungnimously.
‘Motion by Bennett, supported/by Ladoy to approve the revised
‘Intergovernmental Ag‘reement for Access to GIS Data with Wayne County and
-authorize the Supervisor to sign the a l/@eement;. Motion carried unanimously.

t:}

Motlon by Bennett, supported.by Yadoy to approve the revised Enhanced
‘Access Product and Services Fee Schedule and authorize the Supervisor to
‘sign the agreement. Motion carried unanimously.

‘“Motlon by Bennett, supported by Ladoy to approve the proposed Zoning
Qrdmance amendment to Section 1.3 and Article 21A.00 as follows:
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON
: ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENT 2000-3 - SUMMARY
“The Canton Township Zoning Ordinance is amended as follows:
“Article 1 is amended as follows:
‘Artlcle 1,00- Rules of Construction and Definitions
‘Sectlon 1.03- Definitions

- 7A definition is added for Light Assembly - Estabhshments engaged in the
‘manufacture of products for final use or consumption. This involves

asecondary processing, fabrication, or assembly of seml-fmlshed
_products from a pnmary manufactunng industry.

Artwle 21A.00 - RP, Research Park
Sectlon 212.02 - Permitted Uses and Structures

Subsection 21a,02A.2, Principal Uses and Structures, is amended to stnke the
"word “assembly”.

*Subsectwn 21a.02A.3, is amended to read as follows: Light assembly of
;.products which is consistent with the characteristics of pemutted
“activities described in Section 21a.08A.4.

~"NOTE This Amendment to the Canton Township Zoning Ordinance

7Mmutesl of the September 12, 2000 Board Meeting in the Canton

,u_Observer on September 21, 2000. A complete copy of this Amendment

&s available for public inspection in the Canton Township Planning

»Services Office, 1150 S. Canton Center Road, Canton, MI 48188 during
”regular business hours.

Motlon carried unanimously. ,

eMotxon by Bennett, supported by LaJoy to cancel the Gorman Street Water
*Main Special Assessment District-1998-1 and rescind Resolutlon Number 1.
-Motion carried unanimously.

" IMotion by Bennett, supported by Ladoy to.authorize the Townshlp Clerk and
JSupervisor to execute the Utility Easement along with the ingressfegress
easement, for access from Ameritech, Motion carried unanimously.

Motion by Bennett, supported by Ladoy to approve the attendance of Ann
Conklin, Kevin Mill and Debbie Bilbrey-Honsowetz at the National Recreation

General Fund 101 $ 506,425.38 Auto Theft Grant 289 $ 1,152.25

Fire Fund 206 $§ 47,678.39 Post Employment

Police Fund 207 § 92,046.01 Benefits 296 $  14,427.88

Summit Operating 208 $  86,380.22 Cap Proj - Road

Golf Fund 211 § 48,604.84 Paving 403 $ 547,333.50

Btreet Lighting 219 § 16,616.58 Bldg Auth

Cable TV Fund 230 $ 7,684.92 Construction 469 $1,418,030.78

Twp (Community) . Water & Sewer

* Improv. 246 $3,111,734.26 Fund 592, § 981,341.34

E-911 Utility . 21 $ 6,889.31 Trust & Agency )

Auto Forfeiture Fund 701 $  7,071.00
(WWATEE) 267 $ 6,439.15 Total - All Funds $6,905,555.71

Federal Grants

- Fund 274 $ 5,799.90

PUBLIC HEARING

(00-3) becomes effective upon publication of this Summary within the

and Park Association Annual Congress in Phoenix, Arizona. Motion carrxed

. unanimously.

Motion by Bennett, supported by Ladoy to increase the twenty-four (24) month
lease agreement for five pieces of cardiovascular eqmpment leased from
National Equipment Leasing and provided by All Pro Exercise in the amount
of $16,905.86 (one annual payment of $8,502.93 paid in 2000, and one annual
payment of $8,402.98 paid in 2001) and provide the Townshlp Clerk with
authorization to sign the lease agreement. Motion carried unanimously.

Motion by Bennett, supported by Ladoy to adopt a resolution in support of
“YWCA Week Without Violence” October 15-21, 2000. Motion carried
unanimously.

GENERAL CALENDAR
Motion by Bennett, supported by Kirchgatter to adopt a resolutlon to approve
the Fraser Rezonmg Motion carried unanimously.
Motion by Bennett, supported by McLaughlin to adopt a regolution to approve
special land use for Cornerstone Baptist Church. Motion carried unanimously.
Motion by Bennett, supported by McLaughlin to adopt a resolution to approve
the Chatterton Planned.Development District — Preliminary PDD. Motion
carried unanimously.
Motion by Benhett, supported by McLaughlin approve the proposed zoning
ordinance amendment which establishes Article 6.09 ~ Site Development
Standards for the Cherry Hill Village District and the Cherry Hill Village
Design Guidelines as attached. Motion carried unanimously.

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON

ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENT 2000-2 - SUMMARY

The Canton Township Zoning Ordinance is hereby amended as follows:
2 . i .

Article 6 - Site Development Standards Apphcable to Specific

Uses

. Section 6.09 is established as follows:

SITE DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS FOR THE
CHERRY HILL OVERLAY DISTRICT

This section defines the boundary for the Cherry Hill Overlay District and
provides for general requirements, permitted uses and Structures, general
design principals and incorporates detailed site design and architectural
design guidelines for the Cherry Hill Overlay District.

*NOTE: This Amendment to the Canton Township Zoning Ordinance
(00-2) becomes effective upon publication of this Summary within the
Minutes of the September 12, 2000 Board Meeting in the Canton
Observer on September 21, 2000. A complete copy of this Amendment
is available for public inspectlon in the Canton Township Planning
Services Office, 1150 S. Canton Center Road, Canton, MI 48188 during
regular business hours.

Motion by Bennett, supported by McLaughlin to adopt a resclution to approve
the rezoning request of Babu and Niru Patel. Motion carried unanimously.
Motion by Bennett, supported by Ladoy to.award the design, staking and
construction follow-up for design and construction of a relief storm sewer for
the Mott Dram, north of Summit Parkway and west of Veterans Drive to the
consulting engineering firm, Michael L. Pries & Associates for a cost of
$19,500.00. Motion carried unanimously.

Motion by Bennett, supported by Shefferly to award the construction of the-
Windsor Park 2 and 3 plus Franklin-Palmer Estates Subdivision and
Miscellaneous locations, to Flat Rock Construction for $143,106.00 plus a 10%
contingency for a total of $157,416.60 and to authorize the Clerk to execute the
contract documents. Motion carried unanimously. - ©

Motion by Bennett, supported by Kirchgatter to award the construction of the
Fleet Service Center to the Ronsen Company for $1,009,000.00, which includes
$19,000.00 for added resources/materials for winter conditions (this is the cap
for winter construction costs), plug a $50,000.00 contingency for a total of
$1,059,000.00 and to authorize the clerk to &xecute the Contract documents,
Motlon carried unanimously. ,

Motion by Bennett, supported by Shefferly to award the bid for the Griffin
Park improvements to the lowest qualified bidder, Wayne Oakland
Contracting, in the amount of $288,816.00 with a 10% contingency in the
amount of $23,816.00 for-a total project cost of $257,632.00. Motion carried
unanimously.

6.09 -

Motion by Bennett, supported by Shefferly to appropriate $39,632.00 from the

Community Improvement Fund Balance to 246-750-970-0000 of the 2000
Community Improvement Fund for Griffin Park renovations and to authorize
the Clerk to sign the contract with- the successful bidder on behalf of the
township. Motion carried unanimously. * ‘

Motion by Bennett, supported by LaJoy to waive the formal bidding process
and approve the installation of a high speed T1 computer line at Fire Station
No. 2 for a cost nat to exceed $10,500.00 and a service contract with Amemtech
for $424 per month, Motion carried unanimously.

Motion. by Bennett, supported by McLaughlin to approve the bid submltted by
Rex Harvey for $52 379.00 plus a ten percent contingency of $5 237.00 for a
total amount of $57,616.00. Motion carried unanimously.

Motion by Bennett, supported by LaJoy to approve the agreexnent for the
MMRMA Electric Chowe Program and authorize the Supervxsor to sign the
agreement. Motion carried unanimously.

Motion by Bennett, supported by Ladoy to approve a one hundred ($100.00)
non-refundable fee to MMRMA. Motion carried unanimously.

Motion by Bennett, supported by Ladoy to approve appointing Director
MMinghine, Direcior of Finance and Budgei, as Canton Towoship's
representative in the Electric Choice Program. Motion carried unanimously.
Motion by Bennett, supported by Shefferly io approve the lease agreement
with Starfish Family Services for Sheldon School, 44649 Michigan Avenue, for
the ﬁve-year term stipulated in the lease agreement and in conformance with
the provisions therein. Motion carried unanimously.

Motion by Bennett, supported by McLaughlin to award a contract in the
amount of $7,585400 (plus contingency of $758.00 for P.O. total of $8,343.00) to
Accent Remodeling for the construction and installation of a cupola at the
historic Sheldon School, 44649 Michigan Avenue. Motion carried unanimously.

Motion by Bennett, supported by McLaughlin to award the contract for the .
curb cuts reconstruction. project to Lacaria Concrete Construction, in the

amount of $248,540.00 (plus 10% contingency of $24,854.00 for a total of
$273,394.00.); and further stipulate that the effective contract date shall not

precede the official HUD release date of pro_]ect funds.. Motlon carried

unanimously.

Motion by Bennett, supported by Shefferly to introduce for first’ readmg and
table the amendments to the Motor Vehicle Size, Weight and Load Restriction
ordinance No. 125(B). Motion carried unanimously,
STATE OF MICHIGAN
COUNTY OF WAYNE .
- CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON
SUMMARY OF ORDINANCE NO. 125(B)

MOTOR VEHICLE SIZE, WEIGHT AND LOAD RESTRICTION @

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND ORDINANCE 125, MOTOR VEHICLE SIZE,
WEIGHT AND LOAD RESTRICTION ORDINANCE; LIMITING AN OWNER
OR OPERATOR OF A MOTOR VEHICLE TO BE ISSUED NO MORE THAN
ONE CITATION FOR EACH VIOLATION OF A CODE OR ORDINANCE
REGULATING THE OPERATION OF A COMMERCIAL MOTOR VEHICLE,
AND SUBSTANTIALLY CORRESPONDING WITH SECTIONS 683 TO 725
OF THE MICHIGAN VEHICLE CODE AND/OR SECTIONS 3 TO 17 OF
CANTON TOWNSHIP ORDINANCE NO. 125, WITHIN A 24 HOUR PERIOD;
PROVIDING FOR THE REPEAL OF INCONSISTENT ORDINANCES;
PROVIDING FOR PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS OF THE ORDINANCE; *

PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR SAVINGS CLAUSE;

. PROVIDING FOR PUBLICATION OF THE ORDINANCE AND THE

EFFECTIVE DATE THEREOF.
SECTION 1. AMENDMENT.

This section adds Section 20a to Ordinance No. 125 which provides that the
owner or operator of a commercial motor vehicle shall not be issued more than

1 citation for each violation of a code or ordinance regulating the operation ofa

commercial motor vehicle and substantially corresponding to a provision of
sections 683 to 725a of the Michigan vehicle code, 1949 PA 300, MCL 257.683
to 257.725a, within a 24-hour period.

SECTION 2. REPEAT.

This section repeals all ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with this
Ordinance.

SECTIONS.  SEVERABILITY.

This section provides that if any portion of'this Ordinance is declared invalid
or unconstitutional, it shall be severed from the remainder of the Ordinance.

SECTION 4. VINGS CLAUSE.

This section provides that any prosecutions or other litigation ariging prior to
the enactment of this Ordinance shall be unaffected by the enactment of this

Ordinance.
SECTION 5, VE DATE

This ordmance shall take full force and effect 30 days after publication.

Copies of the complete text of this ordinance are available during regular
bugsiness hours at the offices of the Charter Township of Canton, located at
1150 8. Canton Center Road, Canton, Michigan 48188.

Motion by Bennett, supported by LaJdoy to introduce for first reading and table
the amendments to the Motor Carrier Safety Act Ordinance No. 127(B).
Motion carried unanimously.

STATE OF MICHIGAN
COUNTY OF WAYNE -
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON
SUMMARY OF
ORDINANCE NO. 127B
MOTOR CARRIER SAFETY ACT

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON TO AMEND f-

ORDINANCE 127A TO ADOPT BY CITATION THE MICHIGAN MOTOR
CARRIER SAFETY ACT AND RULES AND LAWS CONCERNING DRIVER
QUALIFICATIONS, OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE OF COMMERCIAL
MOTOR VEHICLES ON THE STREETS AND HIGHWAYS; PROVIDING

FOR THE REPEAL OF INCONSISTENT ORDINANCES; PROVIDIJG FOR - :

PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS OF THE ORDINANCE; PROVIDING FOR
SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR SAVINGS CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR
PUBLICATION OF THE ORDINANCE AND THE EFFECTIVE DATE
THEREOF.

THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON ORDAINS:

SECTION 1. ADOPTION OF ACT

This section adopts, pursuant to MCLA 42.23, by citation, the Motor Carrier
Safety Act of 1963, Act 181 of Pubhc Aets of 1963 as amended, being MCLA
480.11 to 480.22.

SECTION 2. N.QIIQM___iL&HE_.O BE PUBLY

This section provides that the Township Clerk shall publish notice of the
Ordinance and maintain copies at the Clerk’s office.

SECTION 3 VIOLATION AND PENALTY.
This section prov1des for penalties for violation of this Ordmance
SECTION 4. SEVERABILITY.

This section provides that any unenforceable section can be severed from the
rest of the Ordinance.

Motion by Bennett, supported by Ladoy to introduce for first reading and table
the amendments to the Uniform ’I‘rafﬁc Code Ordinance No. 66(K). Motion
carried unanimously. -

STATE OF MICHIGAN
COUNTY OF WAYNE
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON
SUMMARY OF ORDINANCE NO. 66(K)

AMENDMENT TO THE UNIFORM TRAFFIC CODE ADOPTION
ORDINANCE

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON ADOPTING
AMENDMENTS TO .THE UNIFORM TRAFFIC CODE, ORDINANCE 66;
PROVIDING FOR DISMISSAL OF EQUIPMENT VIOLATIONS OF
COMMERCIAL MOTOR VEHICLES THAT DO NOT RESULT IN THE
VEHICLE BEING PLACED OUT OF SERVICE; PROVIDING THAT
CITATIONS ARE WAIVABLE IF THE OWNER OR OPERATOR OF THE
VEHICLE PROVIDES WRITTEN PROOF TO THE COURT WITHIN 14
DAYS AFTER THE CITATION IS ISSUED SHOWING THAT THE
DEFECTIVE EQUIPMENT HAS BEEN REPAIRED; PROVIDING FOR THE
REPEAL OF INCONSISTENT ORDINANCES; PROVIDING FOR
PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS OF THE ORDINANCE; PROVIDING FOR

SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR SAVINGS CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR
PUBLICATION OF ’I‘HE ORDINANCE AND THE EFFECTIVE DATE |

THEREOF.

SECTION 1. AMENDMENTS AND ADDITIONS TO THE CODE.

This section amends section 5.71 of Ordinance 66, the Uniform Traffic Code,
to provide that an equ1pment violation citation for a commercial motor vehicle
which does not result in the vehicle being placed out of service shall be
dismissed by the court if the owner or operator of the commercial motor
vehicle provides written proof to the court within 14 days of the issuance of the
citation that the defective equipment has been repaired.

SECTION 2. NOTICE TO BE PUBLISHED.

- This section provides that the Township Clerk shall publish this ordinanceina -

manner required by law.

SECTION 3. CONFLICTING ORDINANCES REEEALED

This section provides that all other Ordinances inconsistent with this
provision of this ordinance are, to the extent of such inconsistency, hereby

repealed. ]
SECTION 4.  SEVERABILITY.

This section provides that if any portion of this Ordinance is declared invalid
or unconstitutional, it shall be severed from the remainder of the Ordinance.

SECTION 5. SAVINGS CLAUSE,

This section provides that any prosecutions or other '

litigation arising prior to the enactment of this Ordinance shall be unaffected
by the enactment of this Ordinance. .
SECTION 6.  EFFECTIVE DATE.

This section provides that this ordinance, as amended, shall take full force
and effect 30 days after publication. ‘

Copies of the complete text of this ordinance are available during regular .

business hours at the offices of the Charter Township of Canton, located at
1150 S. Canton Center Road, Canton, MI 48188,

Motion by Bennett, supported by LadJoy to ad)ourn at 9:09 p.m.. Motion carried
unanimously.

The above is a synopsis of the actions taken at the regular board meeting of

September 12, 2000. The full text of the approved minutes will be available
following the next regular board meeting of September 26, 2000.

THOMAS J YACK, Supemsor
Publish: September 21, 2000

TERRY G. BENNETT, Clerk
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McNamara 1

BY RICHARD PEARL
STAFF WRITER
rpearl@oe.homecomm.net

‘Enforce it, amend it or repeal
it.
That’s Wayne County, Auditor
General Brendan J. Dunleavy’s
advice to the county commission
after his office reviewed compli-
ance with the commission’s 1993
vehicle ordinance and found it
generally has been ignored by
the county’s executive and judi-
cial branches.

He said information from the
two branches on vehicles, poli-
cy/procedure and expenditures
was almost impossible to get and
that at least one prohibited prac-
tice — the paying of flat-rate
‘mileage reimbursements to non-
union employees — has continued
unabated, increasing in scope
and dollar amount. '

His recommendations to the
commission got approval from at
least one executive branch
administrator.

Barb Godre, county director of

personnel and human resources,

said the commission “can get the
information: from at least three
other means” — its oversight
committees, the budgeting pro-
cess and its purchasing ordi-
nance. “This (ordinance) asked
for the same information (but) in
different format,” she said.

“I think we have a very
accountable vehicle policy” as

instituted by Wayne County
Executive Edward H. McNamara
in 1993, she said. “We believe
the executive branch is account-
able,” but added the administra-
tion would be open to discussing
commission suggestions,

Withholding comment

County Commission Vice
Chair Kay Beard, D-Westland,
who is also chairwoman of the
audit committee, declined to
comment on the review until
after the committee studies it
next Wednesday. :

Dunleavy stated that McNa-
mara’s executive order establish-
ing policy for vehicle assignment
and usage is “not as comprehen-
sive” as the county ordinance,
but “does cover many of the
areas addressed.”

However, he noted, neither the
ordinance nor the executive
order “is being followed or pro-
ducing a standard vehicle man-
agement system.”

The executive branch’s corpo-
ration counsel in '93 labeled the
vehicle ordinance “void and
unenforceable,” claiming the
commission had strayed into
administrative territory. v

However, Dunleavy noted,
both the county commission’s
own counsel and the state attor-
ney general’s office have indicat-
ed that such an opinion “is sim-
ply an opinion and not law or

‘an intense, persistent fear and
avoidance of social situations.

“Severe Shyness” that affects
decisions you make everyday.

Pounding heart, blushing, shaking,

leading to isolation.

20 Million Suffer.

= The Institute For Healtl:
Studi

investigational medication

§ is now studyir

for social anxiely.
Participation is free to
those

Individuals

who  qualify.
expericncing
alcohol or drug abuse, or
poorly controlled medical
problems cannot be accepr

e for this research.

INSTITUTE FOR HEALTH STUDIES

Toll tree 1(877) 9

CARE (2273)

cos an Lasing and Denr
AN

Rnl‘u:rt'j. Biclski, M.D.. Medical Director

A Juried Art/Gift
Show & Boutique
~ to benefit
Meadow Brook Theatre

Friday., September 29, 2000
5300 p.m. - 9300 p.m.
Saturday. September 30, 2000

10:00 a.m. -

THEATRICAL ATMOSPHERE

' Meadow Brook

Theatre Guild

— Presents ~

00 p.m.

-~ FRE
Admission $500

FREE PARKING
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FROM FOUR STATES - )
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" binding ... and therefore cannot

‘void’ a county law.”

And while non-compliance
with parts of the ordinance may
be partly due to vague require-
ments, “we also believe that not

~complying with selected provi-

sions of a county law sets a dan-
gerous precedent.”

Dunleavy recommended either
eliminating the ordinance or
seeking a court decision on it.

Nearly 50 percent

. Dunleavy’s current review
showed that payment of flat-rate
mileage reimbursements to non-
union county employees has
increased from 84 employees to
125 in the seven years since the
ordinance took effect.

According to payroll records-
for March 10, some 111 execu-

tive-branch employees and 14
judicial employees got flat-rate
mileage reimbursements, the
review said. Only the legislative
branch ~ the 15 county commis-

- SUPER FINANCING!

- Michigan’s Largest Selection

All Custom Orders Now on Sale

Comeinfora -

FREE

Safety Video
8 Activity kit

TEACHING KIDS HOW TO

BE SAFEl

* With approved credit to qualiﬁcd buyers. $599 minimur puschase required for six month financing program. No minimum purchase
programs, cstomer must pay subaccount balance in fusl before the due date. The annual

sioners and.their management
appointees — got no such pay-
ments. : :

The maximum payment
amount has increased 43 percent
since ’93, the report said; with
nearly $600,000 paid in 1999,

~Payments increased from a

range of $87-$350 per month in
1993 to $175-$500 now. v
“Additionally, we found a very
low level of compliance with
vehicle purchasing and leasing
requirements,” Dunleavy report-
ed. This “results in diminished
oversight and could possibly
resuit in lability for the county.”
Neither the executive branch
nor the sheriff’s department
could “provide our office with a
complete listing” of their auto-
mobiles, trucks, vans, mini-vans,
sport utility vehicles and four-
wheel drive vehicles, Dunleavy
reported. ‘
Furthermore, neither the pro-
bate nor the 3rd circuit courts
would give Dunleavy’s office

' LA-Z-BOY

oring vehicle policy, auditor s ays -

information on vehicle manage-
ment policies, procedures or
expenses. ‘

No authorization
Chief Probate Judge Milton L.

Mack Jr. wrote Dunleavy on

July 24 that the county charter
does not authorize auditing of
state courts such as probate.

Sources said the commission
has been troubled not only by
who is getting the vehicles, but
the equipment installed.

In one situation, Jeep Chero-
kees were purchased with such
options as leather seats and
four-wheel drive, although they
were not being driven by people
deemed to be needing the
options.

The county clerk and the com-~
mission have only one county
vehicle apiece.The flat-rate
mileage reimbursement was

~ SUPER SAVINGS!
~ SUPER SELECTION!

Storewide SaVihgs on

of La-Z-Boy” Furniture

During This Event Only!

‘Interes.t‘

Paymerrits. |

Down
Payment |

for 6 months!”

~ Honest Values And
Guaranteed Lowest .Pricesl

30% deposit required on all custom order purchases, Fi

ing and-other prc
financing dotails. Featured items may not be stocked exactly as shown. Photographs are representative of promotional

_are better controls the commis- .

ired for three month financing program. To avoid setroactive finance charges on deferred payment (special terms)
ercentage rate may vary (as of June 22, 2000, the APR was 19.40%). Previous and/or additional transactions may affect monthly payment and finance chatge amounts.

| oﬁ'ers cannot he combined and are not valid on previous purchases or Clearance Center and Close-Out merchandise. See store for complete price guarantee, service, and

itemns; actual selections may vary, LA-Z-BOY®and LA-Z-BOY FURNITURE GALLERIES® arc registered trademarks of La-Z-Boy incorporated.

defended by Godre, the person-
nel director, who said it began
under the Bill Lucas Administra-
tion, which preceded McNama-’
ra’s. '

Besides, she noted, since the
ordinance took effect, the execu~ ™t
tive branch “has added three~*
new departments” — environ:
ment, airports and community _
justice — “with a number of divi-

sions” in each. - .

However, she said, “If there.—,

sion thinks we could put in
place, or better means of
accounting for inventory, I don’t
see any problem with sitting
down and discussing it. ’

“Is everything perfect? Proba~
bly not,” she said. “What’s wrong
with sitting down and looking at
it? We may not be in agreement
(with the commission), but we
have the right to disagree.”
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P-C school district must
develop a PR strategy

.When Canton Charter Academy
announced it would open its doors for the
beginning of this school year, Plymouth-
Canton school officials probably figured
they’d lose a few students to the upstart
charter school.

~Did they figure on losing 105 students,
plus another 80 potential kindergartners
whose parents opted not to bank on pub-
lic schools? Probably not.

But that’s exactly what happened. A
peek at the academy’s enrollment roster
reads like a Who’s Who among former
Plymouth-Canton students. Thirty-six
percent of the school’s enrollment were
registered in P-C schools a year ago. Just
as importantly, the $683,000 in state
funding they take with them was also in
the P-C district last year.

* What does all this mean? It’s tough to
know that until district officials have
talked to the parents who took their chil-
dren out of Plymouth-Canton schools —
most of them from elementary schools
located in Canton — and put them in the
academy.

Hard as it is to believe, the already
monstrous district is still growing. The
loss of students isn’t really going to hurt
the district in the near future, as trustee
Steve Guile pointed out. But growth here
is bound to level out — current trends
notwithstanding — and the district could
certainly feel the pinch.

Obviously, Canton Charter Academy
wants to establish itself in Canton, and
drawing students from the local public
school district seems a natural evolution.
Tough to fault them for trying to get kids
to join them.

The problem for the district is twofold:
finding out why 105 students shifted
schools, and figuring out how to stop
such a trend in the future.

- Superintendent Kathleen Booher and
the district hopped right on the first part,
getting principals and district officials on
the phones to talk to parents about why

they moved. Parents are citing things
like uniforms, stricter discipline, a Chris-
tian environment and the proximity to
day care.

Which leads to Part Two, an aggressive
public relations program to showcase
what the district feels are its advantages
and stem the flow of students out of the
district. There isn’t much Plymouth-Can-

ton can do about some of the things about |

which parents care. The district isn’t
going to mandate uniforms or produce a
Christian environment, and strict disci-

With an increase of 310 stu-
dents this year and a total
enroliment of more than
16,000, the Plymouth-Canton
district is in no immediate dan-
ger of losing its population. But
it won’t always be that way,; and
the fashion in which Booher
deals with the issue could form
her legacy in the district.

pline is a thing of the past in public
schools.

So the challenge for P-C officials is to
show why public schools are the better

. choice, keying in on things like account-

ability, curriculum differences and repu-
tation.

Guile is right; with an increase of 310
students this year and a total enrollment
of more than 16,000, the Plymouth-Can-
ton district is in no immediate danger of
losing its population. But it won’t always
be that way, and the fashion in which
Booher deals with the issue could form
her legacy to the district. We're confident
she can handle it.

Vote no on Proposal 1:
Vouchers harm all schools

There are important differences
between public and private schools, and
those dissimilarities give them each their
particular strengths. Any attempt to blur
those distinctions, as Proposal 1 on the
Nov. 7 statewide Michigan ballot would
do, threatens to harm both.

" We believe the proposed constitutional
amendment to create “opportunity schol-
arships,” or vouchers — placed on the bal-
lot by initiative petition by the Kids
First! Yes! organization — will actually do
damage to both systems.

: Private and parochial schools have long
had to carry on without the assistance of
government funding. The tradition in the

U.S. has been a complete separation of

church and state, and that has included
private religious schools. Under the
Michigan Constitution at present, even
indirect aid to religious schools is barred
— a provision that of course would change
if the proposal is accepted.

- While they get no money, they also get
no regulation. Private schools have been
ailowed to operate pretty much as they
please, with little oversight from the gov-
ernment, Don’t underestimate the impor-
tance of this point; there are many who
believe the last people who should have
control of their children’s education is the
government. Private schools, as & result,
have become a bastion for the indepen-
dent-minded, intellectuals, the religious
and the free-thinkers among us. It ought
not come as a surprise that some private
schools have already stated that they will
not accept vouchers,

“ Public schools on the other hand are
voter-run, taxpayer-funded, democratic
institutions. They are operated by elected
.fjoards who are subject to a long list of
public accountability statutes, like the
Open Meetings Act and the Freedom of
Information Act. The state sets a core
curriculum for public school students. It
requires teacher certification and
gchievement testing of students. Funding
is subject to public auditing.

- Simply put, taxpayers deserve that
degree of in-depth accountability when-
éver they are asked to fund the operation
of an institution. And they certainly
won’t get it from private schools under
Proposal 1., _

"Don’t underestimate what public
schools have done for us. The U.S. pio-

neered the concept of free public educa-
tion. It has meant that every child has an
opportunity to go to school, to get an edu-
cation. It has created one of the most
educated, most literate societies in the
world.

Overall, public education is doing a
pretty darned good job.

This is not to say some parts of the sys-
tem are not broken. Yes, there are dis-
tricts that can only be described as “fail-
ing.”

As proposed, the Kids First! Yes! ballot
initiative would automatically create
voucher programs in seven school dis-
tricts in Michigan. They are selected on
the basis that those districts failed to
achieve a graduation rate of two-thirds
during the 1998-99 school year. It would
allow voters in other school districts to
create voucher programs through elec-
tions. With the vouchers, students could
leave those districts and take their
money with them — $3,150 per pupil — to
be applied toward tuition at the school of
their choice. It could be a public, private
or even religious school, as long as it
accepts the vouchers. The language of the
amendment also would mandate teacher
competency testing for all schools that
accept vouchers and strike language from
the Constitution that prohibits tuition
tax credits.

Clearly those “failing” public schools
will be even further behind when stu-
dents start taking money out of the bud-
get to go elsewhere, since the district
would lose the entire amount of their per-
pupil funding — about double the value of
the voucher. The kids left behind will
have to put up with even more cutbacks,
smaller programs and even further
diminished resources.

Furthermore, the experiments that

"have been conducted elsewhere in the

country, like Milwaukee, just dott’t show
the kinds of results we’d want to see
before considering such a radical change
to the state Constitution. For all that
vouchers are supposed to do, test scores
just haven’t increased where they have
been used elsewhere.

As a result, we urge a no vote on Pro-
posal 1, the constitutional amendment to
create vouchers, when voters head to the
polls this November.

irstay, Septermber 21, 2000

B is society ‘humane?’

Just to let the owners of a male,
neutered, totally declawed, orange
tabby cat know that the Humane Soci-
ety of Huron Valley killed their cat.

The kitty was wandering our neigh-
borhood for 10 days in the Brentwood
sub, south of Ford road between Shel-
don and Morton Taylor before he was
taken to the shelter after numerous
nights of crying and hunger. Our
neighbors tried by going door-to-door
to find his owner. We posted signs all
over Canton. The shelter held him for
four days, excluding the weekend, for
the owner to claim him.

We called every day as we were
thinking of claiming him because he
was 8o sweet and gentle. The shelter
killed him only after two days of being
up for adoption because they could not
draw blood from him, even though
each day reported he was a good kitty
and they had plenty of room to hold
him.,

On Friday, Aug. 25, another call
from us, said he was adopted and that
no, he was not put down, they had
plenty of room. When asked to verify
that, the shelter came back saying in
fact he was put down. We had called to
adopt him and to let them know we

would be in to get him paying the $110°

to get him back if we passed their test.

There are plenty of people that
would love to adopt animals but the
humane society would rather put
these God’s innocent creatures to
death before allowing people to adopt
without having a fence. I personally
know a little dog named Molly who fre-
quently has her pacifier with her at all
times, that has a pair of great owners
and guess what? They do not have a
fence, The dog in my friend’s sub gets
to come out front on a leash and loves
it. How is kitty today? Kitty was
defenseless without any claws and
they could not draw blood so the nee-
dle couldn’t go in to take blood, but it
sure went in to put him to sleep and
kill him.

Is this humane? The shelter said
they have hundreds of cats. So then
why was kitty killed in two days? Is
the State of Michigan supporting
financially for every animal put down?
This Huron Valley shelter is not relat-

ed to the Michigan Humane Society

but is referred to if you live in Canton.
It is privately owned and plans are to
ask the board of directors to explain
kitty’s untimely death.

1 strongly believe that the “Humane
Society” is more interested in killing
these homeless animals, then in find-
ing them homes. There is no reason
whatsoever to put kitty down not only
a week after he was turned in. Is this
the reward I get for doing the right
thing by turning him in, to live with

the guilt of him being murdered hy my

decision? I know that one day these so
called “Humane Society” workers will
be judged for what they truly know is
right or wrong in their hearts. If inter-
ested please contact them too. Only we
can make the difference, not the insen-
sitive supervisor, that I had to deal
with.

Thank you for all of you who care,

* love and help the helpless and defense-

less creatures that are capable of

" returning every drop of love and

appreciation any can have for them.
May they rest in peace, be in Heaven
and get there before the rotten, insen-
sitive, judgmental excuse of a human
being we can sometimes be.
Elise and Callie Barnes
Canton
Editor’s note: Barbara Levine, inter-

im director for the Humane Society of
Huron Valley, responds:

The Humane Society of Huron Valley
is a private non-profit organization
whose mission is to promote respect for
all life and prevent cruelty to animals.
The Humane Society of Huron Valley
has been serving local communities for
104 years and receives no funding from
any governiment entities (no tax dol-
lars) nor funds from other humane
organizations. All funds are received
from private donations. Michigan
Humane is a similar organization that
serves communities in Wayne and Ock-
land Counties.

In regards to the stray cat that Mr.
ond Mrs. Barnes brought to our facili-
ty: all strays are held, by Michigan
law, for four days without a collar and
five days with a collar. During an ani-
mal’s stray-hold period, the animal is
not available for adoption by a new
family. We always hope that the the
original owner will claim their animal.

Prior to being placed for adoption,
all animals are health tested. Cats are
tested for F.IV. (feline infectious virus
also know as “cat AIDS”) and feline
leukemia. In order to test for these
highly contagious, fatal diseases, we
must draw blood. Sad to say, if we are
unable to draw blood to complete the
test, we are unable to place the cat for
adoption and the cat must be eutha-
nized.

In regards to requiring a fenced yard
to adopt a dog: this is not a require-
ment. However, we do have adoption
policies. We are concerned and do ques-
tion how the potential adopter is going
to house and control the dog they are
hoping to adopt. Requirements and
expectations are different for different
breeds and sizes of dogs.

Many of our health tested, adoptable
animals are maintained for months
while we make every effort to find them
a suitable home. Once we have
exhausted our limited resources, we are
forced to make very difficult decisions
regarding the welfare of the animals in
our care. The decision to euthanize an
animal is never easy. Despite the gener-
al impression, very few of our animals
are euthanized except for medical rea-
sons or temperament.

B For teacher testing

We wouldn’t put our children in the
hands of an unqualified doctor. We
wouldn’t put our children in the hands
of an unqualified baby-sitter. We
wouldn’t put our children in the hands
of an unqualified bus driver. Yet
everyday parents are sending their
children unknowingly to unqualified
teachers. Parents are sending their
children to teachers who are teaching
in subjects they never learned in col-
lege. Parents are sending their chil-
dren to teachers who have not »
remained knowledgeable in their acad-
emic subjects.

There is one known way to stop this
malady - teacher testing. We can
introduce this instrument on Nov, 7 by
voting for Proposal 1. Proposal 1 will
require all teachers in all schools to be
tested in their academic subject area.
Passing Proposal 1 will mean that all
parents can rest assured that they are
putting their children in the hands of
qualified teachers.

' Sandra Dear
Canton

B Coverage disappoints

I was very disappointed with the
tone of Tony Bruscato’s article (Canton

Observer, Sept. 10) regarding the
“siphoning” of district cash by Canton
Charter Academy. This certainly
should not be regarded as front-page -,
news, as it was a well-known and doc- ..
umented fact that the state aid for
each Plymouth-Canton district student;
attending the schoel would follow the
student to the Academy. N

The fact that less than 50 percent of
the students at the Academy are from. .
our district is surprising, and illus-
trates that the demand for educational;
alternatives extends far beyond our . ..
district boundaries. Mr. Bruscato also °
failed to point out that the district also
loses state aid for each potential dis-
trict student that attends any private -
school. '

It was very difficult deciding v
whether to enroll our kindergartner in
the Canton Charter Academy or the
Plymouth-Canton district. The district =
appears to be in very capable hands
with Superintendent (Kathleen)
Booher, and my wife and I were very
impressed with our findings when
researching the district, Furthermore, .
our decision to send our child to Can-
ton Charter Academy should not imply"
that we thought anything was “wrong”
with the district. However, limited
class size and direct curriculum rein-
forcement of moral values at the Acad-
emy were two key factors that influ-
enced our decision. In all fairness to
the district, these are areas that they
have difficulties in addressing due to
factors beyond their control. The fact |
that Superintendent Booher is con-
cerned with why parents are choosing
the Academy leads me to believe that
the district will engage in self-exami-
nation, ultimately leading to improve-
ments.

The Canton Charter Academy i
admittedly got off to a well-document-
ed rocky start. However, we should
never lose site of the fact that the Can-
ton Charter Academy and tll Ply-
mouth-Canton district have a common
goal - to provide our children with -
quality educational opportunities..

It is my hope that our communities- -
not adopt a confrontational attitude .
toward the Canton Charter Academy
and embrace this change as an oppor-
tunity for growth for everyone.

. Robert Loveland

Canton

Share your opinions -
We welcome vour letters to the editor. -
Please include your name, address and:
phone number for verification. We ask.
that your letters be 400 words or less.
We may edit for clarity, space and
content. '

Mail:

Letters to the Editor
Tedd Schneider
Canton Observer
794 South Main
Plymouth, Mi 48170

E-Mail: R
tschneider@oe.homecomm.net

Fax:
734-459-4224

HomeTown

COMMUNICAPIONS
NETWORK



mailto:tschneider@oe.homecomm.net

Arrogant entertainment industry

seeks to define culture for youth

Like most parents, I've regularly ground my
teeth at thé astonishingly noisy, profane, sex-
obsessed, women-hating and violent content that
infests most pop culture today. And like most
parents, I've wondered what prolonged exposure
to this swill is doing to my son, Nathan.

I've shared the “I told you so” feelings of most
parents at last week’s Federal Trade Commission

report that con-

8 cluded the enter-
tainment industry
regularly, perva-

tion as politicians
of both parties lost
no opportunity in jumping all over the Hollywood
hypocrites who simultaneously claim their own
industry’s rating standards are effective in keep-
ihg inappropriate content away from children
and then brazenly violate their own rules.

What is striking about the FTC report is that it
follows on the heels of a statement from four
national health associations that definitively
links the violence in movies, television, video
games and music to acts of violence among chil-
dren.

Issued by the American Medical Association,
the American Academy of Pediatrics, the Ameri-
can Psychological Association and the American
Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, the
statement concluded, “the effects are measurable
and long-standing ... Moreover, prolonged view-
ing of media violence can lead to emotional
desensitization toward viclence in real life.”

In other words, there is a demonstrated, scien-
tific link between the slack-jawed kid on the
couch watching junk on TV to the horrors of the
massacre at Columbine High School. I'm not talk-
ing about decent, artistic and sensitive movies
with “redeeming social value,” in the words of the
Supreme Court. I'm talking about the junk, espe-
cially the stuff marketed to kids.

There will be much debate, of course, about
what is best to do. Defenders of the First Amend-
ment (of which I count myself as one) will argue
that letting the government set content stan-
dards is pretty scary, Clearly, the entertainment
industry’s claims that self-regulation works is a
sad joke. Faced with confused and conflicting rat-

Phil Power

ing systems, tight schedules and often-rebellious
kids, parents have a tough time exercising their
respon31b111ty

What is most troubling to me about the situa-
tion, though, is the realization of what forces are
now in practice defining and propagating our
entire culture.

Time was, the content of a culture was a com-
plex fabric constructed out of the panoply of his-
tory, literature, art, religious and ethical teach-
ings — the entire range of time-tested factors that
bring value, context and definition to a culture.
Most certainly, the content of an entire culture
‘was not the commercial property of enormous
corporations intent on maximizing profit.

But that’s exactly what we have today.

The entertainment industry is the first in his-
tory whose business model is to create icons to
comprise the culture of our youth, to propagate
that culture through entirely new technologies
such as CDs, television and the Internet, and
through advertising to stimulate a demand for
the cultural products so created and propagated.

The entertainment industry is enormously

What gives some TV mogul the right
to define the culture in which my son
grows up? What legitimizes some rap
music producer dominating the musi-
cal tastes of an entire generation?

proﬁta'ole, pervasive and self-absorbed. It is an

" entire industry whose central commercial pur-

pose is to define for its own profit the cultural
environment in which we and our children live.

What gives some TV mogul the right to define
the culture in which my son grows up? What
legitimizes some rap music producer dominating
the musical tastes of an entire generation? By
what right does some video game designer create
a product that promotes violent behavior in the
user? .

And for the entertainment industry to argue
self-righteously that all it’s doing is “giving the
market what the market wants” when it uses-
every modern tool of marketing to stimulate the
demand it allegedly is meeting is the ultimate
hypocrisy. ]

No wonder so many people are so very angry.

Phil Power is chairman of HomeTown
Communications Network Inc., the company
that owns this newspaper. He welcomes your
comments, either by voice mail at (734) 953-
2047 Ext, 1880, or by e-mail at
ppower@homecomm.net

. Mike Matott

. snatched. The boy was found only a

Special interest groups drive
‘citizen’ ballot initiatives

Michigan voters will decide on two statew1de
ballot initiatives Nov, 7.

One proposal would amend the state constltu-
tion to allow for tuition vouchers to private
schools. The other would limit the power of the
state Legislature to override local ordinances.

Setting aside the pros and cons of these two
issues, their presence on the ballot is part of 2
growing trend toward government by initiative.

In his recent book Democracy Derailed: Initia-

, tive Campaigns
and the Power of
Money, Washing-
ton Post colum-
nist David Broder
cogently argues
that what seems
like the flowering
of pure democra-
cy is actually the
triumph of spe-
cial interests
with big money
over the best
interests of the
public.

The initiative
process first
became popular in the period just before World
War T. Tt was hailad by progressives and good-
government reformers as a way for the people s
voice to be heard against the powerful bosses of
the big city machines and the corporations. It
was a tool for progressive, liberal proposals that
seemed forever stalled in the predominantly con-
servative state legislatures.

After World War 1, the initiative lost its appeal
‘as an agent of social change, only to return in the
late 1970s, Ironically, it was an anti-tax initiative
in California that launched a new era of govern-
ment by ballot. :

For years the right wing had paraded the idea
that the United States is “a republic, not a democ-
racy.” Yet in recent years ballot proposals have
been launched primarily for conservative causes
as a-way of avoiding representative government.

Howard Jarvis’ Proposition 18 in California in
the late 1970s was a conservative response to ris-
ing taxes, with what some believe has been dev-
astating consequences for the state. It also
launched similar proposals all across the nation,
including the Headlee Amendment in Michigan.
It also launched the initiative as a method for
powerful special interests to step around estab-
lished government to get what they want.

Broder argues that what began at the turn of
the century as a method for achieving progressive
social change against entrenched special inter-
ests has now become a tool for entrenched and
wealthy special interests.

The columnist examines several ballot cam-
paigns for issues backed by liberal and conserva-

Hugh Gallagher

tive special interests and finds several disturbing
trends:

Ml Professional operatives are hired to gather
petitions, create advertising campaigns and orga-
nize vote drives. Sometimes they actually believe
in the campaign, often they are just hired guns
who could work either side of an issue.

W Money is the key factor in the success of an
initiative campaign. The more money you spend,
the more names you can collect on a petition and
the more advertising you can televise. Broder dis-
covered that it was a rare situation when an aver-
age person or group could actually get a proposal
on a ballot. It was usually a wealthy businessman

_or group of wealthy businessmen who were

responsible for launching initiatives, though some-
times working in the shadows of “average” people.

H The media, especially television, turn serious
issues into mindless sound bites and mlsleadmg
and sometimes fraudulent advertising.

H A campaign for a controversial proposal will
immediately launch a counter campaign. Even if
your proposal fails, you might succeed in draining
the resources of your opponents. Broder examines
how big unions are mobilized to fight conservative
initiatives with their own big money campaigns.

‘M Initiative campaigns almost never stimulate
intelligent, reasoned, deliberative debate over the
issues involved. Television ads are intended to
axaggerate an issue and distort the views of oppo-
nents.

All of these things are coming into play in the
current campaigns over vouchers and home rule.

The voucher issue, in particular, is an example
of trying to bully an issue through the ballot

. process that could not, would not, be supported in

the state Legislature (even with the current con-
servative Republican majority). The result is a big
money showdown. On one side are the forces of
Amway’s billionaire president Dick DeVos and the
religious right, along with the Catholic Church.
On the other side are the two big teachers unions
and civil liberties groups (and in the shadows
most public school officials and board members).
Broder argues that the reason the founding
fathers created a republican form of government
was their belief in reasoned debate and reflection,
the value of compromise and the built-in checks
and balances of a three-branch structure, While
it’s true that special interests have an influence
over representatives and form a fourth branch of
government, those interests are checked by other
interests in the debate that goes on continuously

_in the state and national legislatures.

While it might seem that the initiative process

- is democracy at its best, Broder shows how wrong

that idea is.

Hugh Gallagher is the managing editor of
The Observer Newspapers. He can be
reached by phone at (734)953-2149, by fax at
(734)591-7279 or by e-mail at hgallagher@

- oe.homecomm.net

If you ever forget that the world is gomg
straight to h--- now there is a new source of
reminders that things are bad and only: ge
worse ...-your e-mail account. e -
Yes, thls is yet another way for you to get your
daily dose of terror., It used to be that you hadto -
wait until 6 p.m. to hear on the evemng news .
about the latest and most shocking crimes man .-
has yet to perpetrate against man. Nowitcan:
come directly to you at any time of day- through
your e-mail. :

Take, for instance, the shocklng bif of news hat
somebody has been putting hypodermic needles’
on the underside of gas pump handles. These nee-
dles are contaminated with HIV and some 17 peo-
ple have been stuck in Florida so far. It’s getting, -
worse because copycats have done sumlar th
in 12 other states.

Funny, I didn’t hear about that on the news.
Thank goodness some well-meaning person de01d~
ed to pass this message along so I can remember

- to check before picking up the handle at the gas

station. .

Then there was an e-mail Warmng th
watch my kids more closely, especi
the country ... and funny, I didn’t hea
one on the news either. This e-mail mes
of how a couple were visiting Mexico on a da;
with their child when the youngster was

later but he was already dead. Why?.
glers had hollowed out his body and fi
cocaine, apparently intending to cross the b rd
while telling guards the child was asleep.

What is the world coming to? If smugglers
reached that level of desperatlon, no one 1s
right?

Wrong. It turns out neither story is' ‘true. I

' repeat, they didn’t happen.

Nor is it true that Proctor & Gamble’s CEO
admitted on a national talk show that he was a
Satanist and his company’s profits go to the
Church of Satan. And Victoria’s Secret will not-
pay you for passing along e-mails in an advertis-
ing scheme to “put the company’s name cut
there.” Coca-Cola is not gomg to give youa
month’s supply for passing along e-mails. .

And, no, you do not have to worry about flagh-
ing your llghts at other drivers when you are out |
driving at night. It is not true that youth’ gangs
will beat the tar out of people just because of -
flashing headlights.

All are examples of net hoaxes, e~ma11ed urban

legends.

- My cousin recently got a few such e-mails and -

. sent them off to me, asking if I could check them ..
- out to see if they were true. -

They are pretty easy to check out. For instance,™
the e-mail about needles on gas pump purports to

come from Capt. Abraham Sands of the Jack-
. sonville Florida Police Department. With one }-%.
. quick phone to Jacksonville, you can quickly learn”

~ that there is
no police -
department  7he e-mail about the dead:
sonville. It's  child in Mexico purports to
:fl‘;;r;,‘i bya - come from an ABC News
department. analyst. In a quick call to

bTh: ﬁ;mall "ABC News, you’ll learn it.

agou e - '
dead child in never happened
Mexico pur- -
ports to come
from an ABC News analyst. In a quick call to -

ABC News, you'll learn it never happened.

~ But now I have found there is an even quicker - -
way to get the real scoop. Several Web gites have .,
begun tracking such e-mail hoaxes. The folks

there investigate the rumors they pick up on the .:
Internet and write a report about them, posted-
with the urban legends themselves.

One of the best appears to be www. scam- o
busters .org. There is a long list of e-mail, hoaxes
and legends they've collected and checked out. .

Another is urban legends. about.com. The folks -
at about.com have a hefty database of legends
and myths they’ve collected. The research they've,
conducted to uncover the truth behind the leg- :
ends appears to be pretty thorough. About.com
also gives you some tips on how to spot hoaxes in
the first place.

Another good one is www. snopes. com. And -
www. hoaxkill. com is a fun way to put myths and
legends out of their misery.

There is also www. urban legends. com and
Hoax Busters. ciac.org. And then there is the
Urban Legend Combat Kit at www. netsquirrel.
com/combat kit. ;

As they all advise, don’t believe everythmg you '
read ... especially on e-mail. -

Mike Malott reports on the local implica-
tions of state and regional events. He can be
reached by phone at (248) 634-8219 or by e-
mail at mmalott @homecomm. net
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Team ‘l'oumament

Sponsored by

hatters Lounge

Sunday

October 29
2 00 p.m.

WEDNESDAYS at 9 p.m.
Random drawings throughout the season!
Only 2.6 weeks * Starts Oct. 25

BUDS mmis

(4 on a team)

MONDAYS at 6:30 p.m.
Fun Combo League!
Only 26 weeks * Starts Oct. 23
only $13 per bowler per week
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-When a death investigation

dog was led into the Roe Street

home of Azizul Islam last Jan-

uvary, “he immediately went

downstairs into the basement

and within minutes was down
" and barking.”

Sandra Anderson from K-9
Solutions International in Mid-
land, Mich., testified Tuesday in
the first degree murder trial of
Islam. He’s accused of murder-
ing his estranged wife, Tracy,
whose arms and legs were found
in an A&W Restaurant dump-
ster in Dearborn, and her torso
in a field in northeast Ohio.

" Anderson told jurors that her
Doberman-German shorthair
mix dog, Eagle, is trained to
sniff out human remains, includ-
ing one time finding a Native
American burial ground for
‘archeologists.

“When he finds a scent, he
lays down and barks next to the
area,” said Anderson. “And, on
command, he puts his paw next
to the area where the scent is, so
as not to disturb it.

“Eagle was very intense, very
excited, like a kid in a candy
store,” testified Anderson when
describing the search in Islam’s
home. “He had indications with-
in minutes, and I recommended
to police officers they immediate-
ly get a search warrant. It was
the quickest indication (of
human remains) in my eight-

_and-a-half years of working with
Eagle.”

Police don’t have a murder

weapon or cause of death; how-

ever, they speculate Tracy

Islam’s body was dismembered
in the basement of the home she
once shared with Azizul.

“In an area in front of the ‘

washer and dryer area, he
touched numerous times on the
floor,” testified Anderson. “He
continued his search next to a
paint tray and roller. He also
indicated near the water heater,
‘and he tried to get under some
things piled underneath the
stairs, Eagle then made a hit on
‘the shop vac and a mop.”
Anderson said Eagle didn’t
find anything outside, but did
want to get into a closet in a
groundfloor bedroom.
Investigators say blood was
found under the freshly painted
basement floor, the same color

as found in the paint tray and. :

‘roller. Blood was reportedly
found in the shop vac and on the
mop.

Lucas County, Ohio, coroner
‘James Patrick testified the torso
“had flecks of paint” on it.

- Eagle’s search was done with
the consent of Islam on Jan. 7.
However, after the findings by
"the canine, Plymouth police got
a search warrant and arrested

“MILITARY NEWS

GRADUATED

"~Army Pfc. Kimberly S. Hender-
son has graduated from basic
mitlitary training at Fort Sill,
Lawton, Okla. She received
instruction in drill and cere-
monies, weapons, map reading,
tactics, military courtesy, mili-
tary justice, physical fitness, first
aid, and Army history and tradi-
tions. The private is a 1999 grad-
uate of Southgate Anderson High
School, Southgate. Henderson is
the daughter of Denise Hender-

son of Detroit and Larry D. Hen-

derson of Canton.

~ Navy Petty Officer 3rd Class
John M. Lewallen graduated
from the Nuclear Field School at
~ the Naval Nuclear Power Train-
ing Command in Charleston, S.C.
The course teaches machinist’s
mates, electrician mates and
electronics technicians the basics
of their jobs. 1t provides hands-on
training on equipment designed
to teach technical skills.
Lewallen is a 1999 graduate of
Plymouth-Canton High School
and joined the Navy in August
1999. He is the son of Anita B.

and Steven I. Lewallen of Ply-

mouth

DEPI.OYMEN?S

" :Navy Petty Officer 1st Class
Michael S. Palmer, the son of
doan C. Barnett of Canton,
tecently departed on a six-month
deployment to the Arabian Gulf
while assigned to the guided mis-
sile destroyer USS Milius, home
ported in San Diego. As part of
the Middle East Force, Palmer’s
ship is participating in maritime

interdiction operations to enforce -

U.N. sanctions restricting trade
with Iraq. While inspecting ves-
sels suspected of violating the
sanctlons, USS Milius is playing
a major role in maintaining U.N.
policies. Palmer is a 1989 gradu-
ate of John Glenn ngh School
 and joined the Navy in July 1989.

Islam.

The trial is progressing slowly,
with less than half the prosecu-
tion’s 40 witnesses appearing
during six days of testimony.
Much of the trial deals with
medical expertsidentifying the
remains and police officers from
Ohio explaining their investiga-
tion when Tracy Islam’s torso
was found. - A sister and
boyfriend from England testified
Tracy feared for her life.

For the first time, jurors were
shown photos of the body parts
found in Dearborn and Ohio as
family members from London,
England, looked on. They didn’t
appear too shocked at seeing the
remains. _

Defense attorney Michael
Schwartz isn’t making it easy for
the prosecution, filing numerous
motions in an attempt to block
evidence and testimony. He fre-
quently draws the ire of Wayne
County assistant prosecutors

BRIGHTON

315 E. Grand River
(just east of Main St.)

(810) 227-7440
CANTON

44011 Ford Rd.
(just east of Sheidon)

| (734) 981 7440

1000plus™

AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE

“MURDER TRIAL

Mike Lehto and Kelly Gleason
as they attempt to present their
case.

Azizul Islam, dressed daily in
a dark blue suit with a white
shirt and dark tie, mostly stares
ahead as testimony is heard by

the jury of six men and six

women. Tuesday was the first

time he smiled while talking -

with his legal team, which con-
sists of Schwartz, a second attor-
ney and a paralegal.

In other testimony, Ottawa
(Ohio) County Det. Steve Lev-
orchick told of being called to a
field where the torso was found
Dec. 31.

Latchkey ‘&
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HOWELL

847 S. Latson Rd.
(n.e. corner of Grand River) ,

(517) 545-7220

MILFORD
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(n.e. corner of Main)
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Ages 6 Weeks and Up - From 6:30 a. - 6:30 pm
ENROLL NOW & RECEIVE

*100 OFF TUITION*

15225 Haggerty * Plymouth Twp.
7 Corner of 5 Mile and Haggerty

25, 00 per month for 4 months. First child only. One coupon per family.

*Applicable to new enrcliees only with coupon only. Expires soon,
WWW,! tutortlme com
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“On Jan. 4 I went with Lt
(Wayne) Carroll (Plymouth

police) and Det. (Paul ) Keiper

(Dearborn police) and several
other investigators to conduct a
search of Plymouth Plating
Company, the place of employ-
ment for the defendant,” testi-
fied Levorchick. “I assisted in
the search of the building for
any evidence of the missing per-
son.”

Levorchick said nothing was

Islam jury hears testimony on crime scene

at the. company where
Islam a chemist, was a vice
presuienﬁ . ,
‘Tracy Islam left her famﬂy in
August 1999 because of marital
problems, moving to her native
England td live with her sister,
She arrived back in Plymouth
Dec. 16 fof an eight-day visit to
gee her children and finalize a
divorce. She went to bed around
midnight Dec. 20 and wasn’t
seen or heard from again. ’

Red Rasp berriesa_- 1

~ grown by Don Gibbs |
Sold by the quart each Thursday
mto»October at the Northvrlle

Farmer's market , i
(Located at the Corner of Seven Mile and Sheldon Rd.)
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www.cellmor.com

New activation required. Al phones purchased under this promotlon must be activated at time of purchase at Cellular & More. Single units will be sold at 50% off retail price. Offer ends October 31, 2000.
Certain conditions and restrictions may apply. ©2000 Nextel Communications, Inc. All rights reserved. Nextel Direct Connect, and How business gets done are registered trademarks, and/or service

marks of Nextel Commumcaﬂons ©Motorola, IDEN :500ptus, |700plus, and i1000plus are trademarks and/or reglstered trademarks of Motorola Inc.
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My husband’s
heaven would have
camouflage gates

f my husband had his way I believe

I recently got-a glimpse of what

heaven would look like. It’s called
... Cabela’s.

Known to outdoor and sport enthu-
siasts as the world’s foremost outfit-
ter of fishing, camping, hunting and
outdoor gear — the company recently
opened a '225,000-square-foot store in
Dundee, just 10 miles south’of my
home. They are estimating the mega-
store will attract more than 6 million
vigitors annually. :

More than a year ago we read about
the proposed store and it’s antmpated
August 2000 grand opening. Ever
gince, my husband has been chomping
at the bit for the doors to open. We
éven dreove down there one night a
couple of months ago when a bill-
‘board near our hofise erroneously
read “‘NOW OPEN.”

Much to his difappointment the
store was still in the process of being
constructed. I'm' not even kidding
when I say the next day the sign read
“Open August 2000.” If I didn’t know
any better I'd fthink my husband
called the store to complain about the
cruel joke someone played ... making
him think the store was open when it
was actually several weeks from com-
pletion.

Ido

I married :a “§ack of all that is out-
doors.” Our basement looks like
Cabela’s own “Bargain Cave,” with
everything from scuba gear and skis
to fishing poles and snowmobile para-
phernalia. He’s not so obsessed that
our bridal party wore blaze orange,
but some of our calendar year is
planned arcund opening day of deer
season.

He can now sleep easier knowing
the store and all it’s merchandise are
at his beck and call. When I got home
from work Wednesday, Aug. 30, he
was waiting in the doorway for me.
“Are you ready?”

“Ready?” I asked as if I didn’t know
what he was talking about.

What I was really thinking was,
“You mean ready to eat the dinner
you made me when you got home
early? Ready to buy new furniture for
our living room? Or ready for the hot
‘bath you drew for me with lavender
scented bath salts?”

When I snapped back to reality, I
responded “Ready for what?”

“Are you ready to go to Cabela’s .

grand opemng‘? It’s today.” .
“Sure,” 1 gaid even though I could

think of 1,000 other things I should or -

could be domg “Don’t you want io
change clothes?”
“No, let’s just go.”

, Needless to say I made him change
clothes first so I had time to pack a
few sndcks for our 19-moxnth-old
daughter. 1 should have begn think-
ing survival food as I wasn t; sure how
long we'd be lost in the maze of fish-
ing lures and gun racks. ;,f

Call of the wild |

As we made our way/to the store, I
could see the troops hfad been called
out to handle the crowds The Monroe

County Sheriff’s Department and - |

Dundee Police weré' directing traffic
... a good sign I should have packed a
flare gun.

I have to admmthe store is impres-
sive, not only because of it’s sheer
size, but the a‘?ﬁmal diorama’s and
the 48-foot mountain erected in the
center of the stjre lends itself to a lot
of oohs and ahlis.

I spent most/of the two hours people
watching while my husband and
1,000 other men shopped in a trance-
like state wandering from dlsplay to
display.

Our daugﬁter was entertained by a
qman testing out the duck calls and
‘her bag of pretzels more than any-
‘thing, but/ give her a few years and I
have no fdoubt her father will have
her scoping out whirly gigs (those are
fishing Fres) and duck decoys.

QOur checkbook was relatively
unscathed by our first visit ... $21.
‘But I have a feeling we're going to be
upgra,dmg all of the gear we already
own./I'm going to have to change my
attitade real quick if St. Peter turns
out/to be Ted Nugent standing at
hegven’s camouflage gates.

imberly Mortson is the HomeTown
Life Editor for the Observer newspa-
ers in Wayne County.
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BY STEPHANIE ANGELYN CASOLA
STAFF WRITER
scasola@oe.homecomm.net

r 19-year-old Alysia Dunn of Plymouth,
attending beauty school wasn’t just a choice,
but rather a family tradition.

“I've always wanted to do this,” she said, sitting
amid the fervor of a busy day in the salon at Miss
Katie’s Plymouth College of Beauty. “My dad owns
his own salon in Novi.”

She’s always viewed cosmetology as the right
career for her, and an honorable one. The most
rewarding part of the work, said Dunn, is seeing
her client’s happy faces.

Perhaps it is those happy faces that have kept
Miss Katie’s Plymouth College of Beauty and its
students going strong. Thé college itself has a 17-
year history. It's founder, Marilyn Lehmann retired
and sold the Plymouth College of Beauty to current
owner, Katie Bauman in 1992. A smaller, private
beauty school, it welcomes about 50 students at any
given time in its cosmetology and nail technician
courses. ‘

Working with students

“I like the idea of getting to work with my stu-
dents one-on-one,” said Bauman. Like her students,
she never wondered what she wanted to be when
she grew up. “I guess it was something I just
always wanted to do.” Bauman discovered a talent
for hairdressing as a
teenager at friends’ sleep-
over parties and she never
looked back.

Echoing her sentiments,
Natalie Clark, a student
who lives on the border of
Redford and Detroit, also
knew she wanted to
become a cosmetologist
from an early age. “It’s
always been something
fun for me,” she said.
“When I was little, I
would paint my mom’s
nails. I thought it would
be a great way to work my
way through college.”

In demand

Clark wasn’t the only
one with such aspirations.
In a business that used to
draw employees with no
intentions of pursuing a
degree at a university, it’s .
now a career springboard,
even a supplement to
higher education.

Much has changed since
the days of the bouffant,

Students perm, cut, color
their way through

STAFF PHOTOS BY PAUL HURSCHMANN

Anxious: Heather Couch smiles as she cuts the hair of Alex Scott, 4, of Plymouth.
Lower left, Student Meredith Day of Livonia perms Selma I-Iegazt s hair.

most importantly the way the business of beauty is
conceived by the public. Bauman believes the
career has become quite more lucrative, and well-
respected. Not only are students earning a license
and using their talents to pay for college, they are
pursuing business degrees and opening their own
salons.

“We used to be beauticians,” said Bauman. “New
we’re hairdressers. That’s different. We have salons
calling us to get students.

As often as you
change your hair

Bauman has witiuessed
many changes over the
past years. “We used to go
to the state boards and
have to do a roller set, fin-
ger waving and pin curls,”
she said. “Now they have
to do a blow dry and curl-
ing iron techniques. Hair
cutting is pretty much the
same. It hasn’t changed
much.”

It hasn’t changed, that
is, except for the styles.
To keep up with the most
modern styles and tech-
niques, students and
teachers alike attend hair

weekends during the fall
months, said Bauman,
there will be an opportu-
nity to attend a hair
show. “We try to go to all
of them,” she said. “You
learn about all the new
products, the new tech-
niques in hair cutting.”
Former students, Jim

shows in the area. Most

and Brooke Amo of Livonia take their continuing
education quite seriously. The couple own Santa Fe
Salon, in their hometown, Livonia, but travel across
the country to events which enable them to stay
current in the industry. “It becomes a lifestyle,”

" said Jim Amo, who went from co-owning a hard-

ware store to co-owning a salon.

The latest in beauty

Right now, wispy razor-thinned ends are the
fashion in shorter hair styles. And for any length,
curl is back with a vengeance — think 80s volume
minus that old hairspray crunch.

The style comes down to the client, said Amo, but
some styles he’s seeing quite often are layered bobs
and variations on the Friends-inspired “Rachel”
haircut. “Highlighting is very popular still,” he
said.

If you ask Bauman, “everything is in.” But the
tools of the trade seem to have forgotten the way of

Please see BEAUTY, B2

Client: M. issv Betty Seres (left) from West-
land helps Canton resident Beth Divi-
dock roll Ruth Wroblewski’s hair.
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