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Do you work with the public every 
day - and love it? Do you know 
someone who gives his or her 
customers that extra special 
touch? The Observer wants to 
hear about it. We're looking for 
people who put the service in 
customer-service jobs: 
» restaurant staffers; / 
0 postal carriers; V 
0 mechanics; 
° meter readers; 
Q convenience store clerks; 
£ office receptionists; 
s- or even telemarketers. 
We'll take reader nominations 
and profile a different person in 
the Canton community each 
month. 

Nominations will be accepted: 
c by phone (734) 459-2700 
® by fax (734) 459-4224 
® or by e-mail at -

tschnelder@oe.homecomm.net 

Local government; The 
Canton Planning Com-
mission holds a regular 
meeting 7p.m. in the 
administration building, 
1150 S. Canton Center 
Road. 

Veterans meet: The Viet-
nam Veterans of America 
will hold its general meet-
ing at 7:30 p.m. at 9318 
Newhurgh Road (between 
Joy Road and Ann Arbor 
Trail). All veterans on 
active duty Feb. 28, 1961-
May 7, 1975, are eligible. 
For information, call Don 
Dignan at (313) 845-3752. 

To market: The Belleville 
Farmer's Market, spon-
sored by the city of 
Belleville, takes place Sat-
urdays at 7 a.m. for the 
rest of the growing season 
in the parking lot behind 
the museum at 405 Main 
Street, downtown 
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WORK! 
UI had never used 

your paper before, but I 
sold two pieces of fur-
niture right away. Tm 
very impressed." 

L.J 
Livonia 
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Sherwood still 
waterlogged 

STAFF PHOTO BY PAUL HURSCHMANN 

Promises: William Long (left) and his wife Richelle hold a letter 
and notices received from the park's management at Sherwood 
Village Thursday. 

• Residents at Sherwood 
Village say standing water 
that has plagued the 
mobile home park since 
spring is still causing prob-
lems. Management says 
attempts are being made to 
correct the situation. 

BY Scorr DANIEL 
S T A F F W R I T E R 
sdaniel@oe.homecomm.net 

Residents of a Michigan Avenue 
mobile home park are still plagued 
with standing water problems. 

More than a month after owners of 
Sherwood Village promised to correct 
poor drainage along M Street, water is 

keeping lawns soaked and mold grow-
ing along nearby curbs. 

"They haven't done anything," resi-
dent William Long said. "We want 
them to live up to their promise. We 
were told in May it would be fixed." 

Compounding matters, according to 
residents, is harassing behavior from 
management since newspaper and 
television news reports came out in 
early July. They say they're getting 
numerous citations designed to drive 
them out of Sherwood. 5 -

"We're definitely being harassed," 
said Joe Baker. "It's not fair." 

Attempts by the Observer to contact 
Sherwood management for comment 
on this story were unsuccessful. 

~~ Please see SHERWOOD, A4 

Students 
won't get 
Discovery 
preview 
BY TONY BRUSCATO 
S T A F F W R I T E R 
tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net 

The 831 Plymouth-Canton students 
scheduled to attend the newly con-
structed Discovery Middle School in 
Canton Township won't get to view 
their new classrooms until the first day 
of school-

District officials had hoped Discovery 
would be completed a week before 
classes begin Aug. 29 to let students 
tour the building and get acquainted 
with their new surroundings. 

However, the very tight construction 
schedule won't allow that to happen. 

"The eontraetoz couldn't guarantee 
we could get in the building at a specif-
ic date before school open?, ®o we 
decided to plan for the first day of 
classes," said Principal Roche LaVic-
tor. "This isn't exactly the way we 
wanted to handle the situation, but 
we'll do the best we can." 

La Victor said the building will open 
Aug. 29 at 7:30 a.m., with students 
being directed to the gymnasium. Stu-

Please s e e DISCOVERY, A5 

Look mom, I'm over here 

? r 

STAFF PHOTO BY PAW- HURSCHMANN 

Hide and seek: Nathan Kelly of Canton, 17 month*, plays Peek-A-Boo with the vertical 
blinds on display at the new Home Depot during a grand opening Wednesday at the home 
improvement store on Michigan Avenue went of Canton Center. For a story on the township's 
second Home Depot, please turn to Page A3 in today's Oh server. 

Safety first 
Incidents heighten 

awareness of gas leaks 
HOME EXPLOSION 

BY ALICE ASHMORE 
S T A F F W R I T E R 

Natural gas explosions in Redford 
and Canton last week leveled two 
homes and claimed two lives. The 
blasts have neighbors questioning 
the safety of their own gas appli-
ances. 

"It's frightening. It could have 
happened to any of us," said a shak-
en woman in the Redford neighbor-
hood. 

A cracked flexible line behind a 
gas stove is blamed for the Tuesday 
morning explosion that killed Regi-
na Jacobi and Norbert "Jake" Jacobi 
of Redford. The escaped gas ignited 
when Mrs. Jacobi turned on a burn-
er on the stove. 

The Canton explosion appears to 
have been caused by a broken natu-
ral gas line in the basement leading 
to the furnace. 

"It failed. It was completely bro-
ken," said Canton Fire Chief Mike 
Rorabacher. Homeowner Richard 
Carell, 60, was released Thursday 
from University of Michigan Hospi-

tal. Homeowner Lorraine Careli. 63. 
remained hospitalized in serious 
condition. 

"Natural gas is still a very safe 
fuel, but like anything, it needs to be 
handled properly," said Amy Mes-
sano, Media Relations with Mich-
Con. 

Messano said that natural gas has 
no odor but that all utilities add a 
chemical called mercap tan tha t 
gives the fuel a "pungent, rotten egg 
odor." 

"In a normal situation, you should 
never smell natural gas." said Mes-
sano, "If you smell natural gas -
leave the house. Open a door or win-
dows. Do not use the light switches, 
the telephone or even a cell phone. 
Get to a safe place, then call." 

"Gas leaks are t r e a t e d as our 
number one priority," said George 
Valrance, chief investigator of Mich-
Con's claims division. "If people 
smell gas there is something wrong 
and they should take action immedi-
ately. If you walk into a room and 

P l e a s e see GAS LEAKS, A2 

Police beef up patrols 
at local condominiums 
BY SCOTT DANIEL 
STAFF WRITER 
sdaxiiel@oe.homeconim.net 

Canton's Police Department is beef-
ing up patrols of condominium com-
plexes in light of recent break-ins. 

Nearly two dozen homes at Bedford 
Villas and Carriage Park have been 
robbed since late July. Similar break-
ins have been reported in Westland, 
Livonia, Farmington and Farmington 
Hills over the past few months. 

"We're doing what we can to be 
proactive," Canton Police Capt. Laura 

Pedestrian killed while 
crossing Michigan Ave. 
BY SCOTT DANIEL 
S T A F F W R I T E R 
sdanieI@oe.homecomm.net 

A 53-year-old Canton man was killed 
early Wednesday morning on Michigan 
Avenue. 

Robert Gautherat was hit as he tried 
to cross the eastbound lanes of Michi-
gan east of Lotz Road. The incident 
occurred shortly before 5 a.m. 

"There is no indication of fault on the 
part of the driver," Canton Police Capt. 
Laura Golles said. 

Gautherat was hit by a 50-year-old 

Brighton man. He was driving between 
40-50 mph in a 2000 Chevy Blazer. 

Ironically, both men worked at a 
nearby GM plant, Golles said. 

Gautherat was pronounced dead at 
the scene. He died of multiple injuries, 
according to the Wayne County Medi-
cal Examiner's office. His body had not 
been claimed by any family member as 
of press time Friday. 

Gautherat was the second person to 
die on Canton roads in four days. 

Kimberly A. Reith, 28, of Belleville, 

Please see FATAL, A4 
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Golles said. "We've stepped up motor-
cycle and bike patrols." 

Bedford Villas, which is on Haggerty 
Road south of Ford, was the latest to 
be hit. Six condominiums were broken 
into on Aug. 2. 

Jewelry and cash were among items 
stolen from the homes. 

"They're stealing things that can be 
easily transported," Golles said. 

Carriage Park Condominiums, which 
sit just east of Canton Center Road 
and south of Ford, were hit on July 27. 

P l e a s e s e e PATROLS, A4 
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Gas leaks from page A1 

smell gas, get away f rom the 
structure or area." 

He said the rotten egg odor is 
generally enough to alert people 
to the presence of natural gas. 

"It's very unusual that some-
t h i n g would h a p p e n l ike t h e 
Sumner Street (Redford) explo-
sion without someone noticing 
the smell of gas. I can't explain 
it." 

Val rance said f lexible l ines 
behind gas stoves are designed 
with movement in mind. "They 
a r e made w h e r e they can be 
moved to clean behind them or 
retrieve dropped items." 

"When you move the r a n g e 
you've got to be careful," Val-
rance said. "Move it out and back 
slowly and don't crimp or pinch 
the line." 

For people who are concerned 
abou t t he s a f e t y of t h e i r gas 
app l i ances , V a l r a n c e recom-
mends calling a licensed contrac-
tor or plumber. 

"Do-it-yourselfers can check 
their gas lines with soapy water 
and a b rush , " Va l rance sa id . 
"Gas will bubble or foam from 
any cracks or open joints." 

When asked if t h e s u m m e r 
t ime gas explosions were com-
mon, Valrance said. "In the old 
days it probably was unusual . 
People had their windows open 
in the summer." 

He said the advent of energy 
efficient housing and air condi-

t i on ing g r e a t l y r e d u c e d the 
amount of ventilation in today's 
homes. 

Valrance said in actuality gas 
company's responsibility ends at 
the meter and it is the responsi-
bility home owners to maintain 
natural gas lines in their home 
and on their property. However, 
the company is always willing to 
assist consumers with questions, 
concerns or gas leaks. 

MichCon urges consumers to 
"consider hav ing your furnace 
i n spec t ed a n n u a l l y . Idea l ly , 
before t h e h e a t i n g season 
begins." 

Consumers should call your 
local contractor or gas company 
to schedule an inspection. A ser-
vice charge is typically required 
for this type of inspection. 

Valrance had one other warn-
ing to the public. "If you are stor-
ing your lawn mower or snow 
blower in your garage or base-
ment you are living wi th dan-
ger." 

He said the devices could only 
be stored safely inside a struc-
ture if their fuel tanks were com-
pletely dry. 

MichCon recommends: 
B Follow m a n u f a c t u r e r s 

instructions on the care and use 
of gas appliances. 

• Use qualif ied contractors 
for gas appl iance r e p a i r s and 
installations. 

S T A F F P H O T O BY T O M HAWLEY 

Hot spots: Canton firefighters Monday look through 
some of the remains where the CarelW garage once 
stood. 

S Use appliance only for their 
intended purposes. 

' • Keep papers, curtains, sol-
vents and all combustible mate-
r ia l s away from open f l ames , 
wa te r hea te rs , hot stoves and 
pilot lights so they do not ignite. 

• Keep b u r n e r s and s u r -
rounding surfaces clean. 

• Teach chi ldren to neve r 
touch or turn the controls on gas 
appliances. 

• Make sure the flues of gas 
appliances are free from corro-
sion and securely attached and 

correctly vented. 
• If a vent pipe is cracked or 

broken, call a licensed heat ing 
contractor to have it replaced. 

• Keep the area around your 
h e a t i n g e q u i p m e n t c l ean . Be 
sure the flow of air to gas appli-
ances is not blocked, especially if 
you have enclosed your heating 
s y s t e m or w a t e r h e a t e r in a 
small room. Gas appliances need 
air to burn properly. A yellowish 
flame can mean the appliance is 
not burning correctly. 

Construction equipment stolen 
More t h a n $3,000 wor th of 

equ ipment was s tolen f rom a 
local cons t ruc t i on company 
Tuesday^ according to Canton 
Police reports. 

A generator, saw and ladders 
we re among the i t ems t a k e n 
from a construction site in the 
7000 block of Commerce . 
Repor t s sa id t h e i t ems were 
stolen from a st^el box. A bolt 
cu t te r may have been used to 
open the box. 

Police have no suspects. 

Retail Fraud 
A 49-year-old Westland man 

was arrested by Canton Police 
T h u r s d a y for r e t a i l f r a u d , 

COP CALLS 

reports said. 
The arrest s temmed from an 

incident at Super Kmart on Ford 
Road. 

Reports said the man entered 
the store at about 1 p.m. with a 
second man. 

Each picked out a digital audio 
system and placed them in sepa-
rate shopping carts. The second 
man paid Cash for his, reports 
said. 

The W e s t l a n d man p u t h i s 
audio s y s t e m in- t h e second 
man's basket af ter it was paid 

for and at tempted to leave the 
store, reports said. Loss preven-
tion officers stopped him. A scuf-
fle ensued, but loss prevention 
officers we re able to get h i m 
under control. 

Reports said Canton officers 
a r r i v e d m o m e n t s l a t e r a n d 
a r r e s t e d t h e man for r e t a i l 
f r a u d . The audio s y s t e m he 
attempted to steal was valued at 
$179.99. 

Lawn job 
A 37-year-old Canton man ' s 

Sanda lwood S t r e e t home suf-
fered about $500 worth of dam-
age Monday. 

Reports said someone r an over 
his lawn knocked down a Maple 
tree. 

Police have no suspects. 

Stolen car 
A 53-year-old Ypsilanti man's 

1997 Sundance was stolen from 
the p a r k i n g lot of Arct ic Cold 
S t o r a g e on H a g g e r t y Road 
recently. 

Reports said t he keys to the 
vehicle were left in its front seat. 
Police believe the car was stolen 
between noon and 6 p.m. 

Symphony announces ticket winners 
The P l y m o u t h Symphony 

Orches t ra ha s announced the 
nine families who have won tick-
ets to a t t end the 55th season 
kick-off event, Music for Young 
People of All Ages, a Sunday 

afternoon family concert sched-
uled a t 2 p.m. Sept. 24 at the 
Plymouth Can ton high school 
cafeteria. 

The PSO awarded these tick-
ets packages as prizes for two 
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drawings held in Kellogg Park in 
July. 

An aff i l ia te of the PSO, t he 
Liberty Brass Quintet, played at 
the Wednesday, July 5 Plymouth 
Community Arts Council's Music 
in t he Pa rk noon concert. At 
this event, the orchestra gave 
away five pairs of children's tick-
ets to the following area chil-
dren: Whitney Hendrix of Ypsi-
lanti, Andrea Hug of Plymouth, 
J a n e l O 'Connel l of L ivon ia , 
Sunita Punjabi of Plymouth and 
Maxwell Vereb-Hattey of Ply-
mouth. 

As part of Art in the Park fes-
tivities, the PSO held two con-
certs to de te rmine four lucky 
winners. Dylan and Harry Kert 
of Plymouth received a family 
concert package (two a:dult tick-
ets, two children tickets, and a 
PSO compact disc) as the f i rs t 
p r i ze w i n n e r s of t he " W h a t 
Inst rument Am I? Contest" for 

children. 
The second prize was a set of 

two ch i ldren t i cke t s , given to 
Riley Kennysmith of Plymouth. 
The Woodworth family of Livo-
nia, the first prize winner of the 
"Name tha t Tune Contest" for 18 
and over crowd, also received a 
family concert package. The sec-
ond prize was a set of two adult 
tickets, awarded to Gordon McE-
learney of Plymouth. 

The family concert on Sept. 24 
is the first special event of the 
symphony's new season. 

The 55th Season Subscription 
Series officially commences with 
t he Opening Night Orches t ra l 
Showcase a t 8 p.m. Sa tu rday , 
Oct. 14 at Plymouth Salem High 
School. 

For more information, call the 
Plymouth Symphony Society at 
(734) 451-2112, by e-mail ply-
mouthsymphony@aol . com, or 
visit the office at 819 Penniman. 

TRANSMISSION TROUBLE? 
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•Minor Adjustment Diagnosis 
Includes Road Test, Hoist Check, 
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Grand opening: The Home Depot store on Michigan Avenue will draw from a differ-
ent geographic area than the one on Ford Road, according to manager Rob PurtelL 

Home Depot store has 
residents seeing double 
B Y T E D D S C H N E I D E R 
STAFF WRITER 
tschneider@oe.homeconun.net 

The Canton retai l climate is 
g rowing so r a p i d l y t h a t t h e 
township will soon boast two of 
everything. 

Well, not real ly . But Home 
Depot has opened a second loca-
tion, its "South Canton" store on 
Michigan Avenue west of Can-
ton Center Road. 

The store, which opened to the 
public on Thursday , joins t he 
Ford Road store as Canton loca-
t ions for t h e na t ion ' s l a rges t 
home improvement chain. 

"We're all one company, so I 
don't really look at it as a com-
pe t i t ive t h i n g , " sa id Robe r t 
Pu r t e l l , m a n a g e r of t h e new 
store. "This is still an expanding 
m a r k e t and t h e r e ' s room for 
both." 

The new store is designed to 
draw customers from neighbor-
hoods adjacent to Canton and as 
far away as Ann Arbor. There 
are no plans to close the Ford 
Road store, Purtell said. 

It adds 150 jobs to Canton's 
economy, which includes about 
90 employees from outside the 
company. Purtell said the store 
is still looking to fill another 15 
or so positions. 

The Michigan Avenue store, at 
121,000 s q u a r e fee t wi th an 
adjacent 10,000 square-foot out-
door garden center, is slightly 
larger than its Ford Road coun-
terpart. 

I t can accommodate larger 
merchandise and there is some 
difference in the products and 
product line the store will carry, 
Purtel l said. For example, the 
Michigan Avenue location has a 
full line of appliances, including 
the Maytag brand. 

Appliances have been added to 
compete with Lowe's, which is 
new to the Detroit area and sec-
ond nationally to Home Depot in 
t he so-called "big box" home 
improvement category. Lowe's 
has a store in Westland. 

P u r t e l l said t he Michigan 
Avenue s tore will c a r r y an 
u n u s u a l l y la rge se lec t ion of 
w a t e r h e a t e r s to m e e t the 
demand of new home construc-
tion in the area. 

Store hours are 6 a.m.-lO p.m. 
Monday-Thursday and Satur-
day; 6 a .m.-l l p.m. Friday; and 
8 a.m.-8 p.m. Sunday. 

Home Depot will continue its 
involvement in the Canton com-
munity, Purtell said. At a pre-
view par ty on Wednesday, the 
s to re p re sen t ed donat ions of 
$1,500 each to the Canton Pub-
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STAFF PHOTO BY PAUL HURSCHMANN 

On the job: Employee Tamara Wilkins oflnkster prices 
plumbing supplies during the grand opening party for 
professional business customers and local leaders. 

CLARIFICATION 

A story in Thursday's Observ-
er about new r e s t a u r a n t s in 
downtown Plymouth contained 
incor rec t i n f o r m a t i o n a b o u t 
open ing d a t e s . In add i t i on , 

Bangkok Cuisines, at 545 Forest, 
previously offered a f ree lun-
cheon buffet on Aug. 7 and won't 
be having one on Monday. 

lie Library and the Canton Com-
munity Foundation. 

The manager said such efforts 
fal l u n d e r the A t l an t a -based 
company's "Team Depot" pro-
gram and have included cooper-
at ive efforts wi th H a b i t a t for 
Humanity, playground construc-
tion, clean-up projects in Detroit 
and links with area non-profit 
organizations. 

The new store is the 39th in 
Michigan and one of more than 
1,000 nat ionwide operated by 
the retailer. The publicly-owned 
company reported net sales of 
$38.4 billion in 1999. 

Goiters go for the green at Chamber fund-raiser-

i if ftv, 
STAFF PHOTOS BY PAUL HURSCHMANN 

Just like Tiger: Bob Zulker (from left) Ted Lindsay, Dave Lavigne, and Gil 
Ruicci of Gil-Mar Manufacturing react to Ruicci's putt during the Canton 
Chamber of Commerce golf outing Thursday at Fellowes Creek. 

Oops: 
Dianne Kenny 
of Community 
Federal Credit 
Union laughs 

after shanking 
her tee shot. 

She was play-
ing with Mar-

ian Bunch, 
Jeff Smith 

and Margie 
Wdowiak, all 

from the cred-
it union. 
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GETAHANDlJI 
ON THE NEWEST SHAPI.S 

IN HANDBAGS 

Bracelet-handled 
h a n d b a g s in attractive 

Bk new s h a p e s are made 
| J ^ in Italy for J acobson ' s . 
'j£ p . Crocodi le-embossed 

leather in red, brown, 
^ loden or black. With 

zippered tops and 
aver t ib le shoulder 
5. Choose from 
• horizontal 

Jacobson's 
M O N - S A T 1 0 - 9 • O P E N S U N A T N O O N I Sirmin9ham * ( 2 4 8 ) 644-6900 Livonia • (734) 591-7696 
t v , U I N O M I , u ® u r c N O U I N M l I V U U I N I Rochester •{248)651-6000 jacobsons.com 
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Sherwood from page A1 

A maintenance worker at the 
pa rk , UA1," sa id t he d r a i n a g e 
problem was "being corrected." 
He declined to elaborate on what 
steps had or would be taken. 

S tand ing w a t e r problems a t 
the park, which sits just east of 
Haggerty Road, began in early 
spring. 

Long sa id placement of new 
homes at Glenn Ridge, a mobile 
home development adjacent to 
Sherwood, t r iggered the prob-
lem. When the homes were sod-
ded and watered, runoff pooled 
in the yards and street at Sher-
wood. 

With the constantly wet condi-
tions, mold began growing in the 
street, mosquitoes thrived and 
homes began sinking into t he 
soft soil, residents said. 

"My ki tchen ceiling is crack-
ing," said Richelle Long. "Most of 
our door f r a m e s a r e going to 
have to be replaced. It 's ridicu-
lous. They don't want to do any-
thing to fix the problems." 

Sherwood Property Manager 
J im Will is sen t a l e t t e r to M 

• 'My kitchen ceiling is 
cracking. Most of our 
door frames are going 
to have to be replaced. 
It 's ridiculous. They 
don't want to do any-
thing to fix the prob-
lems.' 

Richelle Long 

Street residents dated July 6. 
"We have invest igated your 

concerns regarding Sherwood 
Village," it stated. "We are cur-
rently working to help improve 
the water drainage situation." 

Richelle Long said i t hasn ' t 
happened. Glenn Ridge, which is 
owned by some of the same own-
ers as Sherwood, gets more of 
Willis' attention, she added. 

"We're totally getting blown off 
for the other park," Long said. 

Amy Baker said park manage-
ment has a history of promising 

to fix problems then not deliver-
ing. Large holes have remained 
in her yard and graffiti stayed on 
her home for a year, she said. 

"We pay our r e n t every 
month," said Baker. "If it's late, 
we get charged a fee. What are 
they going to pay us for being 
late?" 

Meanwhile, William Long says 
managemen t is w r i t i n g viola-
tions for things that were previ-
ously okay. He s a i d he h a s 
placed his garbage cans near the 
front of his home since moving 
into Sherwood a few years ago. 
Long said he was recently writ-
ten up for it for the first time. 

"The more violation? we get," 
he added, "the easier it is to evict 
us. We're in a no-win situation." 

Long has also been cited for 
not cutting his grass. He says he 
refuses to cut when his lawn is 
soaking wet. 

"I'm not ruining my $200 lawn 
mower to cut a wet lawn," Long 
commented . "If you w a n t my 
grass cut, you cut it." 

mBwWmiMMMm 

STAFF PHOTO BY PAUL HURSCHMANN 

Slow to dry: More than a week since the last rain, water still drains from a lawn in 
the Sherwood Village park. 

Patrols from page A1 

More than $50,000 worth of jew-
elry, cash and other items were 
stolen from 13 units. 

Authori t ies are looking for a 
suspec t de sc r ibed as a b lack 
male between the ages of 25 and 
35, 6 feet tall, approximately 180 
pounds and a medium complex-
ion. 

Police believe the most recent 
related set of break-ins occurred 
in Livonia and Farmington Hills 
on Monday. 

Six condominiums at a com-
plex on Laurel Park Drive, north 
of Laurel Park Place in Livonia, 
were broken into on Monday 
some t ime before 1:30 p.m., 

PLYMOUTH-CANTON COMMUNITY SCHOOLS 
NOTICE TO BIDDERS 

The Board of Education of the Plymouth-Canton Community Schools invites 
£ll interested and qualified companies to submit a bid for a Bus Wash 
System for the PCCS Transportation Department. Specifications and bid 
forms will be available at the MANDATORY "walk-through", scheduled for 
9:00 a.m., Wednesday, August 23rd, 2000 at the Plymouth-Canton 
fcommunity School Bus Garage, 1024 South Mill Street, Plymouth, 
Michigan. For further information, please phone Dan Phillips, Assistant 
birector of Finance & Purchasing at (734) 416-2746, Sealed bids are due on 
Jjr before 3:00 p.m., Wednesday, August 30th, 2000. The Board of Education 
reserves the right to accept and/or reject all bids, as they judge to be in the 
best interest of the school district. 

' Board of Education 
» Plymouth-Canton Community Schools 

JUDY L. MARDIGIAN, Secretary 
Publish: August 13 and 20,2000 

accord ing to L ivonia Police 
Depar tment reports. Each was 
entered through a sliding door-
wall tha t had been pried open, 
police said. 

Five of the six condominiums 
were burglarized, while one had 
an alarm that apparently scared 
off t he in t ruder , r epor t s said. 

The doorwall at a seventh condo-
m i n i u m in the same complex 
showed s igns of a b reak- in 
attempt, police said. 

Livonia Police believe the sus-
pect is working with a partner. 

While officers were investigat-
i ng the Livonia b r e a k - i n s , a 
detective in Farmington Hills 

PLYMOUTH-CANTON COMMUNITY SCHOOLS 
NOTICE TO BIDDERS 

The Board of Education of the Plymouth-Canton Community Schools invites 
all interested and qualified companies to submit a bid for a Bus Exhaust 
Ventilation System for the PCCS Transportation Department. 
Specifications and bid forms will be available at the MANDATORY "walk-
through", scheduled for 10:00 a.m., Wednesday, August 23rd, 2000 at the 
Plymouth-Canton Community School Bus Garage, 1024 South Mill Street, 
Plymouth, Michigan. For further information, please phone Dan Phillips, 
Assistant Director of Finance & Purchasing at (734) 416-2746. Sealed bids 
are due on or before 4:00 p.m., Wednesday, August 30th, 2000. The Board of 
Education reserves the right to accept and/or reject all bids, as they judge to 
be in the best interest of the school district. 

Board of Education 
Plymouth-Canton Community Schools 

JUDY L. MARDIGIAN, Secretary 
Publish: August 13 and 20,2000 
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ONE YEAR 

m A single payment brings 

oil the exciting, interesting 

hometown news into your ^ 

home twice each week for a 

whole year. No muss, no fuss. 

And right now you'll receive a 

60»minute phone card and our 

Hometown Savings Card when 

you send us the full subscription 

rate! 

60-minute phone card Z»e'llsend 

n Savings Card! 

Sari <jf Hometown Comraunios^oiw Network™ 

' ana we ll do the rest 

Name: 

Address: 

Phone: 

Charge this to my card. Account # 

Expiration date: Signature: 

Caii our Customer Service Department 734-591-0500 or 248-901-4716 with any questions you may have 

informed them of a series of sim-
ilar break-ins there tha t began 
about 2:30 p.m. Monday, police 
said. 

Two men who said they were 
meter readers were reported to 
be in the neighborhood a t t he 
time, police said. 

Livonia Police believe the men 
target a neighborhood in which 
doorwalls - backing up to a berm 
or a wooded area, in some cases 
- are concealed from public view. 

Livonia Police Lt. Ben McDer-
m o t t sa id t h e y knock on t h e 
f ron t door to see if anyone is 
home, and say they are me te r 
readers if the door is answered. 
Homes in w h i c h t h e door is 
answered are not broken into. 

"They're very cool, they're very 
slick and they ' re trying to pu t 

anyone who answers the door at 
ease," McDermott said. 

A suspect passed himself off as 
a meter reader in Carriage Park 
break-ins in Canton. Police said 
he made contact with a Carriage 
Park resident telling them not to 
worry about him being in t he 
area. 

"The cases are getting closer 
together," Canton's Golles said. 
"The suspects are getting bolder. 
It gives us more of an opportuni-
ty to catch them." 

She 's a sk ing township resi-
dents to call police immediately 
if a s u s p e c t m a t c h i n g t h e 
d e s c r i p t i o n is s een . C a n t o n 
Police can be reached a t (734) 
397-3000. 

Staff writer Matt Jachman 
contributed to this report 

Fatal from page A1 

died early Sunday morning after 
being hit by a car on Ford Road 
near Lotz. Police reports said her 
Ford Ranger t ruck was parked 
in the westbound lane of Ford 
Road facing eastbound. 

For unknown reasons, she got 

out of t he t ruck and ended up 
lying on the road, reports said. A 
L a p e e r m a n , d r iv ing a 1995 
Dodge Spirit, came by moments 
later in the south lane of east-
bound Ford and hit her. She died 
of a skull fracture. 

ORDINANCE #2000-4 

AN ORDINANCE FOR THE PURPOSE OF 
ALLOWING THE CITY COMMISSION TO 

APPROVE CITY EMPLOYMENT POSITIONS 
AND PERSONAL SERVICE CONTRACTS 

THE CITY OF PLYMOUTH ORDAINS: 
WHEREAS, That the Code of Ordinances of the City of Plymouth, 
Michigan, Article IV, is hereby amended by adding Division 5, Sections 
2.168,2.169 and 2.170, which said sections read as follows: 

DIVISION 5. CITY EMPLOYMENT POSITIONS AND PERSONAL 
SERVICE CONTRACT 

Sec. 2.168 Definitions 
Hie following words, terms, and phrases, when used in this division, 

shall have the meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the 
context clearly indicates a different meaning: 

Full-time: Any employee working 1,950 hours per year or more. 
New employment position means the creation of any position which 

does not currently exist in the City of Plymouth, which would require the 
staffing of any person to become an employee of the City of Plymouth. 

Offer of employment means any offer made to any person to become 
an employee of the City of Plymouth. 

Position required by a collective bargaining agreement means any 
position which, by way of a collective bargaining agreement, requires the 
City of Plymouth to fill a position pursuant to that agreement. 

Personal Service Contract means and includes any and all 
employment contracts between the City of Plymouth and a person whereby 
the person is contractually obligated to perform any service on behalf of or 
for tile City of Plymouth. The term shall not include contracts which relate 
to purchasing wherein personal service in an incidental term of the 
purchase contract. 
Sec. 2.169 City Commission Approval of Employment and 

Personal Service Contracts 
The City Manager shall obtain from the City commission advance 

and express approval prior to creating any new full time employment 
position, filling any full time position, whether or not required by a 
collective bargaining agreement of entering into any personal service 
contract where the contract for services is exceed $5,000 in any fiscal year. 
Sec. 2.170 Hiring, Timing, and Selection of City Employees 

The determination of hiring needs, the timing of hiring decisions, 
and the actual selection of City employees is and shall remain within the 
discretion of the City Manager, unless otherwise provided for in the City 
Charter or Code of Ordinances. 
NOW, THEREFORE, This Ordinance shall become effective twenty-one (21) 
days after final adoption. 
Passed by the City Commission of the City of Plymouth, Wayne County, 
Michigan, this 7 th day of August, 2000. 

Introduced: 7/17/2000 
Adopted: 8/7/2000 
Effective: 8/28/2000 

DAVID A. McDONALD 
Mayor 
Publish: August 13,2000 

LINDA J.;LANGMESSER, CMC 
City Clerk 

AD#:983637 DATE:08/06/00 DAY:SUN S1ZE:13X2 CUST:DOG GONE GROt$ 

Take a 
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DAWC 
CONE 
BIG PEALS' 

Sired 
Catering 

CflF€ & BAK€ SHOPP6 

We Cater Your 
\ 1 Company Picnics 

734 .453 .1400 
44944 Ford Rd. • Canton' 

(In Murray's Auto Plaza Next 
to Secretary of Statej 

* Alsager 
Animal Care 
Center 

Open 7 Daysf 
Mon -Fri 9-7 Sat Sun 9-

1 to Secretary of State) J ^ 754-459-! 

Dr. Mark Alsager 
Dr. Patricia Madsen 
Dr. Judi Fieischaker 

44262 Warren Road • Canton 

734-459-5070 

Potpourri 
Candle Workshop 

Sept 16, 2000 
10m & 2pm 

Keller 
& Stein 

Cat! 
397-0806 

for 
reservations 

Holiday Market 
Your Marketplace to the WforU 

FREE 
| H a g u e 

Just Stop in! 

520 S. Lilley Rd7(«t Cherry Hill) 
734-844-2200 

EXPIRES 8-27-00 • WHILE SVPPLIES LAST. 

Carry (Hit 
• ' 8-27-00 

30 pk.i little Caesars , . U*e 
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w/cheese & one topping 
12 scrumptious slices • 
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Discove from page A1 

dents should be in the gym by 
8:05 a.m when the final bell will 
ring. 

"We' l l ' h a v e t h e s t u d e n t s 
arranged by grade and introduce 
them to the staff," said LaVictor. 
"While the staff from Lowell has 
t r an s f e r r ed to Discovery, only 
about 30 percent of the students 
wi l l be t h e s ame because of 
redistricting. A lot of kids won't 
know any of the adul ts in the 
building." 

LaVictor said each grade will 
go with homeroom teachers to 
get schedules and a tour of the 
building. About 9:15 a.m, stu-
dents will go to their homerooms 
and then have a modified sched-
ule for the half-day of classes. 

"We'll h a v e t eache r s in t he 
hallways to help guide students, 
and each child will get a map of 
t h e bu i ld ing , " sa id LaVictor . 
"The g r a d e s a re divided into 
wings, and they will be clearly 
marked. The only problems we 
may have will be for s tudents 
who need to f ind the elective 

areas where niusic, indust r ia l 
technology, a r t and phys ica l 
education are held. This will 
definitely be a learning experi-
ence for all of us." 

LaVictor said teachers will be 
allowed in the building Aug. 21 
to begin putt ing together their 
c lassrooms. E d u c a t o r s a r e 
required to start work Aug. 28, 
one day before students arrive. 

The custodial staff has been in 
Discovery for severa l weeks , 
learning the layout, cleaning the 
building and waxing the floors. 

"Not everything will be ready 
the first day of school," admitted 
LaVictor. "Some of the technolo-
gy won't be ready, some of the 
f loor ing will s t i l l need to be 
done, we'll have some late arriv-
ing furniture. But, for the most 
part, everything else is ready for 
students. 

"We'll, still have, contractors 
working on the building a f te r 
hours , p u t t i n g the f i n i s h i n g 
touches," but classes won't be 
disrupted." 

Brian MacAskill, project man-
ager for Mc/SEV Consu l t an t s 
and Construction Managers of 
Redford Townsh ip , sa id t h e 
bu i ld ing is about 95 p e r c e n t 
complete. 

"We've had what is termed a 
50-percent inspec t ion by t h e 
state fire marshal's office, and it 
w e n t wel l ," sa id MacAsk i l l . 
"We'll have another inspection 
Aug. 22, at which time we hope 
to have our occupancy permit." 

Wayne County health inspec-
tors are due in this coming week 
to look over the kitchen, which is 
already completed. A final elec-
trical inspection is also on the 
horizon. 

"We've always said this project 
was going to be down to t h e 
wire, and it is," said MacAskill. 
"However , b a r r i n g a n y t h i n g 
major , t h e r e ' s no reason t h i s 
building won't open on time." 

Discovery is on H a n f o r d a t 
Canton Center Road. 

OBITUARIES 
HAROLD R. BROWN 

Services for Harold R. Brown, 
87, of Milan were held Aug. 13 
at Ochalek-Stark Funeral Home, 
Milan, with the Rev. Frank Dun-
b a r off ic ia t ing. Bur ia l was in 
Kinyon Cemetery, Canton Town-
ship. 

Mr. Brown was born Aug. 12, 
1912, in Plymouth and died Aug. 
10 at St. Joseph Mercy Hospital. 
He owned and operated Brown's 
General Store in Mooreville from 
1959 u n t i l h i s r e t i r e m e n t in 
1977. He was a member of the 
Tri-County Sportsman Club, the 
VFW Mayflower Post, Plymouth, 
and was an avid conservationist, 
bird hunter, dog trainer, compet-
itive shooter and a rifle range 
instructor. 

He was preceded in death by 
his parents, Richard and Jennie 
(Eldred) Brown; one b ro ther , 
Claude; a n d one s is ter , I r ene 
Smith. Survivors include a son, 
Richard (Diana) Brown of Can-
ton Township; a daughter, Lore-
na (Chuck) Tellas of Milan; a 
b r o t h e r , K e n n e t h (Florence) 
Brown of Gaylord; nine grand-
ch i ld ren , Dr . Tammy (Brent) 
G e p h a r t , C a n d y (Dr. Clive) 
B r o w n - P r o c t o r , Kimber ly 
(Phi l l ip ) S u l l i v a n , R i c h a r d 
Brown I I , J e s s i c a Brown, 
Christopher, David, Sarah, and 
Matthew Tellas. 

Memorials may be made to the 
American Cancer Society. 
DOROTHY M. LOESCH 

Serv ices for Doro thy M. 

Loesch, 80, of Ypsilanti (former-
ly of Plymouth) were held Aug. 
11 a t t he Sch rade r -Howe l l 
Funeral Home, Plymouth, with 
Pastor Jeff Noble officiating. 

She was born May 23, 1920, in 
Cleveland, Ohio, died Aug. 8 in 
Ypsilanti. She was a homemaker 
and a resident of Plymouth from 
1956 to 1972. She was a member 
of the Plymouth Historical Soci-
ety and the P.E.O. Sisterhood. 
She enjoyed crafts and garden-
ing and bird watching. She was 
a loving mother and grandmoth-
er who especially enjoyed being 

with her grandchildren. 
She was preceded in death by 

her two husbands , F. Richard 
Merr iam and William Loesch. 
Surv ivors inc lude h e r two 
daugh te r s , Beverly (Gregory) 
Nor th of T r a v e r s e City a n d 
Nancy (Greg) Medley of Ypsilan-
ti; three grandchildren; and two 
great-grandchildren. 

Memor ia l s may be made to 
Individual ized Home N u r s i n g 
Care Inc. , 3003 W a s h t e n a w 
Ave., Su i te 2, Ann Arbor, MI 
48104. 
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C a n t o n F o o t 

HOW TO CARE FOR A PAINFUL BUNION 
A bunion is an enlarged bone, on the side of the big toe that is angled outward. 

Depending on the severity of the bunion, the big toe may be angled mildly or sharply 
toward the other toes. Bunions often develop along with other foot problems, 
including hammer toes, corns and clauses. Bunion can become very painful, and are 
treated conservatively with wider shoes, orthotics and medications. If unresponsive to 
conservative core, surgery can be performed to remove the painful bump and realign 
the toe. 

"We specialize in non-surgical relief of heel pain. 
"Early morning, evening, end Saturday appointments available 

S A I N T r , 

JOSEPH W 
M E R C Y 

HEALTH SYSTEM 
A Member of Mercy Healfrt S&vfces 

Sainf Joseph Mercy 
Canton Health Center 

1600 S. Canton Center Rd. St. 3 5 0 
Canton, M l 48188 

FORD RD 

BKWM 
MICHIGAN AVE 

Canton 
Foot 

ACROSS FROM OUTBACK 
STEAK HOUSE 

4 3 0 5 0 FORD RD 
SUITE 150 • CANTON 

s a n e x c i t i n g t i m e f o r e d u c a t i o n ! 

Canton Charter Academy • Open Fall 2000 

N a t i o n a l H e r i t a g e Academies is pleased 

t o announce the long ant ic ipa ted opening of 

ou r new char ter school in Can ton . 

O p e n t o all and at no cost to parents , this 

school is a n u r t u r i n g educat ional communi ty . 

Focused o n academic excellence and sound 

moral gu idance , Can ton Char te r Academy 

will be t he t ra in ing g r o u n d for a n e w 

genera t ion of en l igh tened , e thical adul ts . 

You p robab ly have a lot of ques t ions . 

This is good. W e have p len ty of answers. 

They're your children. It's your choice. 

Please join us ior a pa ren t information mee t ing . 

Call 800-699-9235 for details. 

• Wednesday, Ju l y 26 at 7:00 p.m. 

• Saturday, Augus t 5 at 10:00 a.m. 

• Thursday, A u g u s t 17 at 7:00 p.m. 

All meet ings wil l be held at the Quality Inn of 

Plymouth, 40455 Ann Arbor Road, Plymouth. 

C a n t o n C h a r t e r A c a d e m y 
Corner of Ford Rd. and Ridge Rd. 
Canton, Michigan 
Phone: 800-699-9235 
www.heritageacademies.com 
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S e n a t o r ' s w i f e c a m p a i g n s 

t o r a i s e F i r s t S t e p p r o f i l e 

l ' 

BY SUE BUCK 
STAFF WRITER 
sbuck@oe.homecomm.net 

The wi fe of U. S. S e n a t o r 
Spencer Abraham came to the 
area looking for help Thursday, 
and hopes she found a sympa-
thetic ear with the folks at First 
Step. 

Abraham is seeking his second 
te rm in the U.S. Senate. Mrs. 
Abraham spoke to the First Step 
leadership staff. 

The First Step organization 
was formed in Western Wayne 
County more than two decades 
ago and works with the victims 
of domestic violence and sexual 
a s sau l t . Among other th ings , 
they operate a shelter for bat-
tered women. 

J a n e A b r a h a m was in Ply-
mouth trying to raise awareness 
of the tragic effect of date rape 
drugs like GHB. Ten regional 
t a s k forces will be se t up in 
Michigan, she said. 

"We would like to have this 
organization represented," Abra-
ham said. "It's critical tha t we 
deal with this now before it gets 
out of hand. 

GHB received widespread pub-
lici ty as the d rug t h a t kil led 
Saman tha Reed, a 15-year-old 
Michigan girl who died a f t e r 
someone slipped GHB into her 
drink. 

"There is no such thing as a 

drug-free, all-night party," Abra-
ham said. 

Slang names for GHB include 
Scoop, Water, Everclear, Fanta-
sy, Liquid E, G, Gamma-QH, 
Georg ia Home Boy, and 
Grievous Bodily Harm. GHB's 
sc ien t i f i c n a m e is g a m m a 
hydroxybutyric acid. 

"With all the different names 
for it, a lot of kids don't know 
what they are taking," said Ilene 
Hogan of First Step's non-resi-
den t i a l p rogram. "They don ' t 
r e a l i z e t h a t t h i s is a d e a d l y 
drug. I t is a clear liquid tha t is 
colorless, odorless, and practical-
ly tasteless. They go to parties 
and see people drinking bottles 
of water and, with body image 
issues, there are people taking 
it who say tha t you feel drunk 
without the calories." 

Adults don't know how to edu-
cate and protect kids because a 
campaign to "just say no," does-
n ' t work, Abraham said. Kids 
who have this drug slipped into 
their drink don't get to say yes. 

After Abraham advocated bet-
t e r recognition of GHB, F i r s t 
Step workers emphasized their 
job challenges. They ass is t in 
about 6,000 cases annually. 

"In the affluent communities, 
they think that it (abuse) is not 
happening," said J u d i t h Barr , 
F i r s t Step associate d i rec tor . 
"They think tha t it is not hap-

Canton Community Jr. Baseball & Softball Assoc. 

F A L L - B A L L 2 0 0 0 
Pina l R e g i s t r a t i o n BASEBALL/SOFTBALL 

August 13th • 1 p.m.-4:30 p .m . 
The Plymouth Public Library 

223 South Main Street - Plymouth 
(Few Openings Available) 

For boys and girls ages 4-18 
(agm as of July 31,2000) 

TEEBALL ages 4-6 $55 
^ COACH PITCH ages 6-7 $65 

BASEBALL/SOFTBALL ages 7-18 .....$65-$85 

Players must be 
residents of the 

Plymouth • Canton 
school district First 
time players must 

show copy of their 
birth certificate. 

BASEBALL (ages 8-15) 

BASEBALL (ages 4-7) & SOFTBALL 

For f u r t h e i 

details call 454-5725 981-3007 
jAXZ • T&P 

G'GYJ 

OPEN ENROLLMENT 
every Tuesday & Thursday • 4-7 pm 

Convenient 
One-Stop 

Register & Shop 
During registration you 

can purchase shoes. 
dancewear, t ights & 

dance bag! 

at e ther of our 2 convenient locations 

The Dance Jan's Dance 
Connection Connection 
Sai Aug. 19tl| 

ley Road 
lBil|)l|| | |i| | l h 

7^i O/'tl'Y-i 
10 4m 2 pm 

Thursv Aug. 17th 
Hues., Aug. 22nd 

26032 Ford Road 
Dearborn Heights 

T P
5 n I l 1 2 § 3 pm 

lasses SLirt Sept. 6. 2000 

D.m< i L d u f i i l o 
Cccrhc M> Cnun 

Pre-School Creative Dance 
Classes starting at $24/month 

\GE SALESPERSONS CREATOR:DAVIS L0CAT1GN:0&E TAG LINE: 

pening to poor people, minority 
people, uneducated people." 

Wealthy people can hide the •' 
problem better, she said. They -
don ' t come in to t h e sys t em 
because they may go to a private ' 
psychologist or they might have 
a high-powered a t torney , she1* 
said. 

T h e ef fec t of a b u s e in t h e * 
home on children is life-altering r , 
and changes their views of fami? 
ly, Barr told the mother of threes 

"We have babies in the shelter 
who you can tell something is 
wrong with them," Bar r said; ; 
"They have a startle reflex." 

Mary Jaiie Hood, who coordi-
nates First Step's violence in ters . ; 
vention program and links peo-;< 
pie to s u b s t a n c e a b u s e pro— • 
grams, spoke about a 2-year-ol<i 
in t he shelter who thought he.,,/ 
protected his mother by hitting 
his dad. 

Par t of the tactic of a batterer 
is to pull her away from her fam-
ily, people who could help he r f ^ 
"We t ry to get people back tog* 
t h e i r suppor t sys tems ," Barr?:. 
said. "If you are isolated, if you 
have no one else, you are more 
dependent on him." ' f • 

C a n t o n P o o l 
(734) 

728-2467 

Prices for all budgets & Sizes branyvard. 
~ "' installed. Do it yourself o 

Keyhole, Round, 
Up to 35 yr. Warn 

or Professionally 
or Oval shaped to choose. 

Warranty & Rated vast attractive. 

35006 W. Michigan Ave. at Wayne Rd 

CANTON 6 
i Ford Rd 1 Mile W. of I-27S 

84.00 Family Twilight 4-6pm daily 
$4.78 Matinees til 6pm & all dayTuwday 

84.50 Kids & Seniors all shows 
SS.SO with Student ID 

| $5.50 Late Shows Frt & Sat 
Q No Passee or Tuesday discounts 

Unlimited Free Drink ft .25c Corn Refills 

M O V I E G U I D E 

861 -1960 

o HOLLOW MAN (R) SWIM ! 
11:50, 2:30,4:55, 7:40, 9:50 
OTHE REPLACEMENTS (PG-13) 
12:00, 2:25, 4:50, 7:25, 9:45 
O AUTUMN IN NEW YORK (PG-13) 
BIBITAI 11:55, 2:15, 4:35, 7:00, 9:20 
o SPACE COWBOYS (PG-13) 
11:30, 2:00, 4:40, 7:10, 9:35 
NUTTY PROFESSOR 2: THE KLUMPi 
(PG-13) DIWTM. 
11:45, 2:00, 4:30, 7:20, 9:40 
WHAT LIES BENEATH (PG-13) 
IIAIM 11:25,1:55, 4:25, 7:00, 9:30 

oz. POPCORN 
ONE FREE WITH THS AO 'OC' 

i • 

Imagine... 
A Jewish Sunday school 
your kids will really love! 

Jewish Culture 

Parental involvement 
Interactive programs 

The Jewish Parents Institute 
offers all this and mores 
¥ A family-oriented, secular 

program emphasizing history, 
culture and ethics 

¥ Nursery-8th grade, promoting a 
strong Jewish identity and the 
ability to think for oneself 

¥ Lively holiday observances 
¥ Innovative Bar/Bat Mitzvah 

program 
¥ Affordable tuition 

Enroll now! 
Call (248) 661-7637 

TCC 
> • 

^̂  ̂  85cantTm.rd"^^nailspecials^ f m o / 'sraaifflivfiennn^'popk n i / £ N i 

F i l l 

8 5 3 3 N . L I L L E Y R D % # , 
C A N T O N , " 
(At the dorrier of 

Joy and Lilley Rd.) 

( 7 3 4 ) 4 1 4 - 0 8 9 0 

Fax in your carry-out orders 

F A X ( 7 3 4 ) 4 1 4 - 0 8 1 7 

"I 

m 5 0 
% OFF! 

LUNCH o r 
DINNER 

r 2 0 % OFF 
1 Your Entire Bill 

of $10.00 or more 
Not valid with any other offer 

or on breakfast special 

BUY I MEAL AT KEG. PRICE, GET 50% OFF 
. 2ND. MEAL OF EQUAL PR LESS VALUE 
Limit 1 Coupon Per toble * Expires 8-27-00 

DINE TN ONLY! 

k 6600 CANTON CENTERED, 

i (Between Ford & Warren) 

CANTON 

V'13 
l l 

f l l f o f u l a y Naild 
680 S. Lilley (at Cherry Mill) 

Full Set 
00 

W/COUPOti • EXP. 8-27-00 
BAR/GRILL 

LI 
44282 Warren Road 

Your 
ENTIRE 

Bill... 
Food and 
Drinks! 

Expires 8-27-00 

Canton 

, .STRAIGHT SCOOP 
I I Make your pets business, 
1 1 - Dog Waste Clean-Up. 

(734) 416-0880 J I ^ ^ D i n e In or Carr^CHrt^ Exp. 8 - 2 7 - 0 0 — ^ ^ 9 3 3 5 4 2 - (734) 453-DINE 7 3 4 - 9 8 2 - 6 5 2 0 Las3^^* 

84^S4oW 
E-MAIL-8traight8Coop@media 

, ,PflRK AV€NU€! 
11 1.75 CICflNCfiSI 

MLDKYULAhlSG 

p e r l t e 
i |o limit: 
prepaid: 

I >«P H I I 0 0 B D W L H S & LMIHC 

Hill) » S | f 1 260 S. Lilley Rd. (at Cher iyH 

!diaone.netJ^ ^ (734) 844 -5091 L9, 

m 

http://www.heritageacademies.com
mailto:sbuck@oe.homecomm.net
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SENATOR LOREN BENNETT 

MID YEAR SURVEY 
'1 want to know what you thinkP' 

Please fill out the survey below and mail it to: 
Senator Loren Bennett, P.O. Box 30036, Lansing, MI 48909-7536 

Voter 1 
QUESTION 
1) Do you support a tax deduction/credit for long-term care 

insurance premiums or for the establishment of long-term 
care savings accounts? 

2) Should the state increase the personal tax credit for 
purchasing prescription drugs? 

3) Should the state allow more charter schools to be created? 

4) Do you favor utilizing tax dollars to purchase land 
development rights to protect farmland from urban and 
suburban expansion? 

5) Currently, individuals must state a reason for requesting an 
absentee ballot. Would you support eliminating this 
requirement? 

6) Do you support voting by mail as a means of increasing 

participation? 

7) Currently, school elections are held separately from other 
elections. Would you be supportive of combining school 
elections with other elections? 

8) Would you be supportive of mandatory recycling 
requirements? 

• • 

Voter 2 
yes no yes no 

; r 

• • • • ;! 
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• • • • 
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1 
% 

• • • • 
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I WOULD LIKE YOUR IDEAS FOR LEGISLATION OR YOUR COMMENTS ON CURRENT 

LEGISLATION. PLEASE SHARE YOUR THOUGHTS IN THE SPACE BELOW: 

S 

Name: _ 

Address: 

City: 

Phone: 

State: Zip: 

Email: 

• •• 

:•* ...•v 

s> 

i:' $ 
.7 • ^ 

r,;. 
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Metro project reaches a milestone 
B Y RICHARD PEARL 
STAFF WRITER 
rpearl@oe.homecomm.net 

Michigan's largest passenger 
airport marked milestones in 
both construction and passenger 
counts in the past 10 days. 

On Wednesday, a topping-out 
ceremony at Wayne County's 
Detroit Metropolitan Airport cel-
ebrated completion of the steel 
mainframe for the new Midfield 
Terminal. The facility is to be 
finished by December 2001. 

On Aug. 4, just five days earli-
er, Metro officials announced 
that the airport continues to set 
all-time passenger records — the 
major reason for the $1.2-billion 
Midfield project. 

Officials said first-half statis-
tics for 2000 showed that, in the 
f i r s t six months , some 
17,661,329 passengers had uti-
lized the airport, a 6.4 percent 
increase over last year. 

They also noted t h a t J u n e 
2000 bested June 1999 by*2.8 
percent., making i t the 78th 
month in the past 83 in which 
Metro has broken all-time pas-
senger records. 

International passengers led 
the way, with a f i r s t -ha l f 
increase of 14.2 percent. 

"These numbers dramatically 
underscore the importance of 
Wayne County's capital improve-
ment program," said Wayne 
County Executive Edward H. 
McNamara. 

The new entrance from Inter-
state 275, a sixth jet runway and 
the new 99-gate midfield termi-
nal "will alleviate congestion and 
allow the carriers plenty of room 
for future growth," he said. 

On Wednesday, du r ing the 
topping-out, McNamara tied it 
all together by noting that last 
year, Metro "served more than 
34 million passengers - that 's 
more than three times the popu-
lation of the State of Michigan." 

Noting the midfield project 
also is "the largest public works 
project" in the state 's history, 
McNamara added it "is, by far, 
one of the most important pro-
jects our community and state 
will ever see, and its completion 
is just 17 months away." 

In the topping-out, held just 
364 days after workers erected 
the first piece of the 14,500 tons 
)f structural steel used in the 
lew te rmina l , project work 
Ijrews put into place the final, 

• 'This community and 
our customers can now 
see this remarkable 
facility taking shape 
and understand the 
tremendous benefits it 
will bring to air travel in 
Michigan.' 

Jim Greenwald 
Northwest Airlines 

80-foot-long, white-painted 9.5-
ton steel beam. 

V e r y exc i ted* 
A western Wayne County busi-

nessman whose company did the 
steel construction said he was 
"very excited" to have reached 
the topping-out ceremony. 

Bob Dunn, president and chief 
executive officer of National Rig-
gers & Erectors of Plymouth, 
which also did the steelwork for 
Comerica Park, said he also was 
"veiy, very proud" of the compa-
ny's safety record. An evergreen 
tree on the final steel beam cele-

brated the fact there were no 
fatalities on the job-site during 
that phase of construction. 

"It's been an exciting couple of 
years for us," said Dunn, noting 
his company recently was 
awarded the contract to re-build 
the Ford Rouge assembly plant 
and is also bui lding the new 
Minneapolis ; Convention Center, 
plus facilit ies for Honda and 
General Motors. 

McNamara called the topping-
out "an exciting day for the peo-
ple of Wayne County and Michi-
gan. The sfeel and concrete that 
is now in place serves as more 
than just a symbol of hope for a 
better tomorrow, but stands as 
real proof that the best is yet to 
come." 

"This is a significant milestone 
for this project," said Jim Green-
wald; vice president for facilities 
and airport affairs at Northwest 
Airlines, who is responsible for 
design and construction of the 
new terminal. The project is a 
public-private pa r tne r sh ip 
between Northwest and the 
county. 

"This community and our cus-
tomers can now see this remark-
able facility taking shape and 

/ J08th August Sale (Every FurReduCeaj\ 

What Will The Well-Dressed 
Wear This Winter? 

A Luxurious Fur 
From The Dittrich Family 

August Special: 

Patterned 
Ranch Mink 

Jacket 
Reversible To 

Supple Leather 

Only: $ 4 9 7 

0% Financing 
Until December 31 s t 

Over 200 Furs 
40 - 60% Off 

Often Copied... Never Equaled "G. 
•5 

DETROIT: 7373 Third Avenue (313)873-8300 
BLOOMFIELD HILLS: 39515 Woodward Avenue {248)642-3000 Jl'Q „— ttiW 

understand the tremendous ben-
efits it will bring to air travel in 
Michigan," Greenwald said. 

"Northwest has done a magnif-
icent job keeping this project on-
time and on-budget," said McNa-
mara. 

The "topping-out" ceremony 
provided workers the chance to 
sign the f ina l , white-painted 
steel beam. 

The new Midfield Terminal 
will feature 99 gates, 18 luggage 
carousels, an 11,500-space park-
ing garage and an automated 
express t ram system, all in an 
open and spacious environment. 

Most airlines at Metro posted 
first-half passenger increases, 
including-Sun Country, which 
was up 45.3 percent; America 
West, up 36 percent; Spirit, 26 
percent, Comair, 14.3 percent, 
and Mesaba, Northwest's com-
muter line, up 12.1 percent. 

Northwest posted an increase 
of 11.3 percent, followed by Con-
t inenta l , up 5.8; United, 5.5; 
American 3.7; Delta 1.3 and 
KLM Royal Dutch Airlines, up .6 
percent. 

Big day: Jim Greenwald\ Northwest Airlines vice presi-
dent of facilities and airport affairs, called the topping 
ceremony at Metro a "milestone" for a project he calls a 
"tremendous benefit to the community." County Execu-
tive Edward McNamara (left) and Airports Director 
Lester Robinson (right) also made remarks. 

r THOMAS KINK APE 
TM 

ONE DAY ONLY 
The 

Thomas Kinkade 
TOURING MUSEUM 

Millions of Dollars of Original Thomas Kinkade Paintings on display 
Saturday - August 19 from 12 to 6 pm 

COOK-< 

ASK t.'A! 
) R.S.V.I ' 

t . 
The Avenue Gallery, 167 N. Old Woodward Avenue, Birmingham, MI 
(Just north of Maple Road in downtown Birmingham • 248-594-7600 J 

Special Close-Out 
of In-Stock Patio 

Furniture, 
Cushions 

and Umbrellas. 
Additional discounts from 
already low sale prices on 
all in-stock Datio furniture. 

Hurry in today for 
best selection! 

Above Ground Pool 
CLOSE-OUT 

ANN ARBOR 
3500 Pontiac Trail 
(734) 662-3117 

PLYMOUTH 
874 W. Ann Arbor Road 

(734) 459-7410 
Store Hours: Mon., Thurs. L Fri. 10-8; Tues. Sat. 10-6; Sun. 12-4 Closed Wed. 

festival 

A Premier Showing of Creative Ar ts 

August 13-20 
Novi Expo Center 

10:00am-6:00pm daily 

$6 adult I $3 under 12 
benefitting: 

Capuchin Soup Kitchen 

photography 

painting 

pottery 

scuiptures 

glass art 

wearabie art 

handcrafted jewelry 

other multimedia fine art 

Including works from Exhibitors: 
- Tmi Nelson/Wildlife Photographer & auShor of The Nature of Kensington* 

Monte Nager/BSack & White Photographer - Michael Mahn/MandWown Glass 

Dale Fisher/Photographsr & Author - Art Leaders Gaitery/West BfoomfiekJ 

- Rk* Herter/Aviation Painter ~ Geoffrey Robert Fim Art Gallery/Grand Rapfcls 

sponsored in part by: 

Monte Nagler 
p h o t o g r a p h y 

mailto:rpearl@oe.homecomm.net
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Circuit Court warned to correct large budget deficit; 
BY RICHARD PEARL 
STAFF WRITER 
rpear l@oe .homecomm.net 

Wayne County's adminis t ra-
tion is calling for the 3rd Circuit 
Court to take "immediate correc-
tive action" to eliminate what it 
says is a $9-million deficit in the 
current budget year. 

In an Aug. 8 l e t t e r to Chief 
Judge Michael F. Sapala, county 
Budge t Di rec tor T h o m a s J . 
Naughton cites "the latest quar-
terly projection" and states, "Due 
to t h e g r a v i t y of t h i s 

Margin 
narrows in 
court race 
BY RICHARD PEARL 
STAFF WRITER 
rpear l@oe .homecomm.net 

New vote totals issued by the 
Wayne County elections offjce on 
F r iday changed t h e m a r g i n s 
between the top four finishers in 
the 3rd Circuit Cour t pr imary 
election, but left the top four list 
intact. 

The change in t o t a l s came 
from the tallies from at least two 
dozen Detroit precincts whose 
tallies had not been received by 
tha t city's elections office and 
therefore had not been transmit-
ted to the county office. 

The top four f i n i s h e r s face 
each other in the Nov. 7 general 
election for two open seats. 

The new totals from the coun-
ty's more than 2,000 precincts -
which become official af ter the 
county Board of C a n v a s s e r s 
meets Aug. 22 - showed Kath-
leen McCarthy of Dearborn still 
the top vote-getter with 40,333, 
up f rom 39,365 r e p o r t e d on 
Wednesday. 

R e t a i n i n g second p lace is 
Annette Jurkiewicz Berry of Ply-
mouth Township, wi th 30,344, 
up from 29,884. 

Thi rd place is s t i l l he ld by 
Jane E. Gillis of Grosse Pointe 
Farms with 23,099 (22,724 pre-
viously), while fourth is retained 
by Ronald Giles of Detroit with 
23,043. 

Giles' to ta l r e p r e s e n t e d the 
most s i g n i f i c a n t change : I t 
widened his margin over fifth-
place finisher Robert L. McClin-
ton, also Detroit, f rom only one 
vote to 30. 

On W e d n e s d a y , Gi les had 
22,420 vo tes to 22 ,419 for 
McClinton. By Friday, the mar-
gin was 23,043 to 23,013. 

Any c a n d i d a t e s eek ing a 
recount will have to pay a fee of 
$10 per precinct, according to 
Carol Larkin of the county elec-
tions office. 

THINKI 

Wax 

(734) 
U N I T E D 
8919 MID 

ATES 

1930 
RATURE 
• LIVONIA 

PRETTY TILE, 
UGLY GROUT? 
(THE STUFF BETWEEN THE TILES) 

Tired of moldy, missing, 
dirty, cracked grout? W e 

clean, seal, repair, regrout 
& stain/change color! B 

FREE ESTIMATES I 

The Grout Doctor 

National Steam 
& Installation 

"YOUR CONCERNS AM O y 

T R U S T T H E E X P E R 1 S 

•19 D E E P 
S T E A M 
C L E A N 

min. 5 rooms, max. 800 sq. ft. 

Ceramic, Carpet, Hardwood 
(Installation & Refinishing) 

ULTRASONIC BLIND CLEANING & SALES 

CALL N O W 
1-877-9CLEAN 8 

1 The new deficit could 
increase the county's 
estimated $ll-million 
deficit to at Beast $20 
million. 

situation...it is imperative tha t 
the court takes immediate cor-
rective action to eliminate this 
deficit." 

Sugges t ed ac t ions inc lude 
ceasing "all-non-essential Court 
services and purchases, a reduc-
t ion of workdays or hours , 
employee fur loughs or layoffs 

(and) the identification of new or 
additional revenues or any other 
methods the Cour t decides to 
use. 

"It is critical however that the 
Court manages its operations so 
that it completes this fiscal year 
within its authorized budget and 
complies with the requirements 
of the Uniform Budgeting and 
Accounting Act," Naughton con-
cludes. 

Sapala and Court Administra-
tor Alexander J. Luvall said in a 
joint statement they are "review-
ing Mr. Naughton's numbers and 
we are confident that any budget 
issues will be favorably resolved 

in the very near future. 
"However, we are concerned 

that Mr. Naughton's suggestions 
recommending employee layoffs 
and other drastic measures with-
out first verifying these projected 
figures or discussing them with 
t h e Cour t is p r e m a t u r e and 
could be dangerously miscon-
strued," they said. 

They reassured the public and 
employees t h a t "we n e i t h e r 
anticipate reduction of services 
nor do we p lan any employee 
layoffs." They vowed to "thor-
oughly check and validate these 
numbers." 

If action is required, "we will 
proceed" in a manner tha t "ful-
fills court obligations, "protects 
all employees and provides the 
citizens of Wayne County with 
the service they deserve." 

Luvall plans to have f u r t h e r 
discussions with Naughton next 
week, according to spokeswoman 
Llenda Jackson-Leslie. 

Naughton is out of town and 
could not be reached for com-
ment. 

The new deficit could increase 
the county's estimated $l l -mi l -
lion deficit to at least $20 mil-
lion, according to an observer 

close to the situation. » 
Naugh ton ' s l e t t e r es t imates 

t h a t t he court "will exceed its t 

1999-2000 au thor i zed budge t 
and deplete its operating appro-
p r i a t i ons by the beg inn ing of-f 

Sep tember , near ly t h i r t y (30) [j 
days before the end of the coun-^ 
ty's fiscal year," unless the court; 
acts immediately. 

He adds t h a t the e s t ima ted ] 
court deficit could reach $12 miT-'[ 
lion, if $3.1 million in savings! 
a t t r ibutable to county adminis* 
t ra t ive chargebacks are reallo-1' 
cated. 

specia 

CALL <-800-424-8185 TO ORDER ANYTIME. STORE HOURS: Laurel Park Place open Sun. 12-8, Mon.-Sat. -
FOfl INFORMATION cail 953-7500. CHARGE IT5 Parisian Credit Card, MasterCard, Visa, the American Express® Cad or Discovert®. 

LOCATED AT LAUREL PARK PLACE M LiVQftiA, ON THE C088ER OF WEWBURQH ROAD AND SOC M U ROAD {TAKE THE SIX MILE ROA0 EXIT OFF! m- PDFC904 Of? I 

• $ 
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SPORTS & RECREATION 

B± 
Outdoor sights C2 

Recreation C4 

Hole-in-one 
Craig Fleming of Plymouth got a 

hole-in-one at the Woodlands Golf 
Course in Van Buren Township, acing 
the 126-yard fifth hole on Aug. 3. 

The 55-year-old Fleming used an 
eight-iron to get his ace. 

Award-winner 
Nick Cabauatan, who will be enter-

ing his junior year at Plymouth Can-
ton HS, earned the Nu-Station Award 
at the Five Star Basketball Camp in 
Pittsburgh. 

Cabauatan, who will be entering 
his third year on Canton's varsity 
basketball team, was also runner-up 
for the Top Guard in Camp Award. A 
total of 375 players from all over the 
country participated in the camp. 

Fall Dekhockey 
Fall League registration is current-

ly on-going at the Michigan Dekhock-
ey Center, located on Michigan 2.2 
miles west of 1-275. Players of all ages 
are invited to play. 

Each player gets 10 games, two 
practices and a youth jersey. Every 
player also makes the playoffs. Play-
ers seven-years-old and over may reg-
ister in the house league for in-line 
hockey. For those 12-and-over, a 
select program is also offered. 

Select program players can pre-reg-
ister a team with a minimum of nine 
and a maximum of 15 players. 

House league players will be rated, 
evaluated and put into a draft. Coach-
es will select players for each team. 

Registration for Dekhockey, also 
known as street hockey and played in 
runn ing shoes, is also underway. 
House leagues are offered for players 
four-years-old and over. 

Senior Dek divisions offer registra-
tion for teams and/or individuals. 
Teams must have a minimum of 10 
and a maximum of 18 players. Play-
ers in Senior Divisions in both Dek 
and Inline Hockey will be placed in 
leagues or on teams that match the 
players skills and abilities. 

For further information, call the 
Michigan Dekhockey Center at (734) 
397-8900. 

Fastpitch softball 
The Canton Community Jun io r 

Baseball and Softball Association will 
have tryouts for girls fastpitch soft-
ball for its 2001 season from 3:30-6:30 
p.m. Saturday at McClumpha Park. 

Girls wishing to play 10-and-under 
and 12-and-under should come at 3:30 
p.m.; those wishing to play 14-and-
under and 16-and-under should come 
at 4:30 p.m.; and those wishing to 
play 18-and-under should come at 
5:30 p.m. 

Also: Coaches are needed at all lev-
els, in particular 10-and-under. For 
more information, call Harry Hill at 
(734) 453-3769. 

Baseball tryouts 
•The Michigan Indians 14-year-old 

baseball team, a USSSA World Series 
participant, will have tryouts for its 
2001 squad at 4:30 p.m. Saturday and 
Sunday, Aug. 26-27, at Plymouth's 
Massey Field, located at Plymouth 
and Haggerty roads. 

There are no residency require-
ments. Players must have a b i r th 
date on or af ter Aug. 1, 1986. For 
more information, call Bruce Price at 
(734) 453-9180. 

•The Ann Arbor Mustangs travel 
baseball teams will have tryouts for 
its spring 2001 squads on Sunday, 
Aug. 20. For 13-and-unders, call Bob 
Cleary at (734) 930-6966; for 14-and-
unders, call Mike Nadeau at (734) 
429-8493. 

•The Downriver Braves 14-and-
under team will have tryouts for its 
2001 season in September . The 
Braves finished the 2000 season with 
a 77-7 record and qualified for six dif-
ferent World Series, placing ninth in 
the AAU World Series. 

Players can't turn 15 before Aug. 1, 
2001. For more information, call Cris 
Hansen at (313) 292-4798. 

Anyone interested In submitting items to 
Sports Scene or Sports Roundup may send 
them to sports editor C.J. Rlsak, 36251 
Schoolcraft, Livonia, Ml, 48150, or may FAX 
them to (734) 591-7279. 

Observer stars stick with it at U-M 
It's not easy making it in big-time football. 
For guys like Joe Sgroi and Kirk Moundros, 
getting a chance to play for the Univers i ty of 
Michigan is the chance of a lifetime — one 
that is worth grabbing. 

Sgroi. Both walked on at the Universi-
ty of Michigan. Both paid their dues 
during the course of the 1998 season. 

The payoff for both came during 
1999, seeing a lot of special teams play, 
with Moundros also seeing time as full-
back. 

And both hope to have their role with 
the Wolverines continue to grow. 

"I like to contribute as much as possi-
ble," said Sgroi, a Plymouth native who 
graduated from CC in 1998. "I just 
want to be on the field. Whether it is 
the punt (team), extra points or any-
thing else, whatever I can do to help 
the team, I'll do." 

Sgroi played in 10 games last season 

BY PAUL BEAUDRY 
STAFF WRITER 
pbeaudry@oe.homecomra.net 

Walk-ons in college football are usu-
ally the equivalent of tackling dum-
mies. 

They are cheap, expendable and 
their basic job is to help the other play-
ers to get better without getting them 
hurt. 

But every once in a while, things go 
the right way — the hard work and 
effort get noticed and rewarded. 

That's what happened with North 
Farmington grad Kirk Moundros, and 
could happen to Catholic Central's Joe 

— missing just the Notre Dame and 
Rice contests. He's l isted as a 
linebacker, but at 5-11, 204 pounds, 
he's a little undersized to play that 
spot in the Big Ten. However, he's 
perfectly suited for his specialty — 
long snapper. 

"Maybe I am a little undersized 
for center," said Sgroi with a smile 
during Friday's media day at 
Michigan Stadium. "But my job is 
to get down field rather than pro-
tect the punter. I'm better down 
field than the bigger guys." 

Sgroi stated that case last year as 
he had one solo tackle, two assists 
and forced a fumble against North-
western. This year, he enters the sea-
son as No. 1 on the depth chart. 

"There's still a lot of competition for 
the spot," said Sgroi. "It's good so far, 
but as long as it helps the team, that's 
what matters." 

Moundros spent most of his time on 

Joe Sgroi 
Plymouth resident 

Kirk Moundros 
North Farmington grad 

Watch out! 
Crusaders have championship stuff 

BYC.J. RISAK 
SPORTS EDITOR 
cjrisak@oe.homecomm.net 

Like any coach in any sport, when 
Madonna University volleyball coach 
Jerry Abraham says, "I'm very excited 
about this group here," you're immedi-
ate reaction is that it must be taken 
for what it is: a slight overdose of pre-
season optimism. 

Then you start examining what he's 
got coming back. Yeah, there are loss-
es. 

But those additions — and suddenly 
you realize that even when Abraham 
says, "I think we're a better team than 
last year. We're more seasoned, more 
confident" — well, he may indeed be 
snowballing you, but not with an over-
abundance of optimism. 

He may be downplaying the situa-
tion. 

Make no mistake. The Crusaders are 
loaded. 

As for the reliability of sources, with 
Abraham — the only volleyball coach 
in Madonna's history — 40-win sea-
sons are almost expected. He called 
1999 "one of my worst seasons." 

Well record-wise, maybe it was. After 
all, the Lady Crusaders were "only" 29-
14 overall. And they did have to share 
the Wolverine-Hoosier Athletic Confer-
ence crown with Cornerstone College, 
both posting 11-1 records. 

If you believe that's a bad season, 
then you'd also think George Bush 
would make a good president. 

Anyway, as Abraham did add, 
"There were a lot of highlights, too." 
One that can't be overstated was his 
coaching. What Madonna didn't have 
last season was a lot of depth (just 11 
players), and when injuries struck — 
setter Jennie Wind, now a junior, and 
senior outside hitter Erin Cunningham 
both missed matches — he had to 
scramble to find replacements. 

Then late in the season freshman 
setter Jen Wing left the team, wreak-
ing more havoc. Still, the Crusaders 
played on, and played well. 

Those kinds of problems shouldn't 
reoccur this season. The strong recruit-
ing class Abraham has delivered 
should see to that. 

But first the leaders: Three seniors 
who have a total of eight starting sea-
sons between them. 

At the top of the list is 5-foot-1 ̂ mid-
dle h i t t e r All-American Brandy 
Malewski, a Redford Thurston gradu-
ate. The two-time all-conference player 
led Madonna in kills (603, with a .496 
kill percentage) and blocking (158 
solos, 575 total) and was third in digs 
(566). 

Then, there's 6-1 outside hitter Kelly 
Artymovich, who was thi rd on the 
team in kills (287, .260 percentage), 
second in digs (598) and fourth in 
blocks (211). Cunningham, who played 
less than half the season, totaled 155 
kills (.303 percentage). All three will 
share the team captaincy. 

"They're real leaders on the floor," 
said Abraham. "They lead by example. 
They have a great work ethic. All three 
despise losing." 

An impressive group to build around, 
but by no means is that all. Indeed, the 
recruits Abraham has coming in mean 
"competition is fierce" for playing time. 

Also back from last season is 6-0 
junior setter Jennie Wind, a Birming-
ham Groves graduate who paced 
Madonna with an 8.94 assists-to-kills 
per game average. She also had 132 
blocks. 

Other key returnees are 5-10 junior 
outside hitter Marylu Hemme, a Ply-
mouth native and Livonia Ladywood 
graduate who led Madonna in service 
aces (77) and digs (620); 6-1 junior 

Kate LeBianc 
Stevenson middle hitter 

Amanda Suder 
Saiem defensive ace 

Tera Morrill 
former Franklin star 

STAFF PHOTO BY PAUL HURSCHMANN 

Top hitter: Brandy Malewski has been a top-notch player at the 
net for Madonna throughout her career, earning NAIA All-Ameri-
ca honors last season. 

middle hitter Donna Birkenhier, who 
was third in blocks (309) and fourth in 
kills (209, a .285 percentage); and 6-
foot sophomore middle hitter Hayley 
Myers, who filled in well as a freshman 
and has shown marked improvement 
this year. 

Now for the recruits. 
If there was a concern last season, it 

was the team's overall passing ability. 
It won't be a problem this year, Abra-
ham said. "It's improved 100 percent," 
he said. "Four of the p layers we 
brought in are all good passers." 

Three junior college transfers figure 
to help the Crusaders immediately: 5-
10 junior outside hitter Jennifer Frost, 

from Mott CC and Saginaw; 5-8 junior 
se t te r Natal ie Sayre, from Grand 
Rapids CC; and 5-7 sophomore outside 
hitter Elizabeth Frecsko, from Laredo 
(Texas) CC. 

According to Abraham, Sayre was 
"one of the top players in her region." 
She will challenge Wind for playing 
time at setter. "She's still developing, 
but she's quick," said Abraham. "She 
just has to learn our players and get 
comfortable with our plays." 

Frost is left-handed and should help 
fill the vacancy created by Uballe's 
graduation. An all-conference and all-

P l e a s e s e e MADONNA, B5 

special t eams in 1999 as well, but-
unlike Sgroi, saw some time at fullback 
and was awarded a scholarship by: 
head coach Lloyd Carr just before last; 
season. 

"My attitude is a lot like Joe's," said 

P l e a s e s e e FOOTBALL, B5 

Its all over: 
D.C. knocks 
out DCL 2-0 

Decision Consultants, Inc. was 
eliminated by three-time defends 
ing champion Washington, D.C., 
2-0, in the All-American Amateur 
Baseball Association (20-and-
under) Tournament Thursday 
afternoon at Roxbury Field in 
Johnstown, Pa. 

DCI, champions of the Livonia 
Collegiate Division of the Adray 
Metro Baseball Association, fin-
ished the summer 23-11 overall 
and 2-2 in the AAABA nationals. 

R igh t -hander Gran t Smi th , 
pitched seven scoreless innings to 
keep DCI off the scoreboard. He 
scattered four hits and five walks -
before giving way to left-hander 
Dust in Atkins , who pitched a 
scoreless e ighth , followed by 
right-hander Mike McGirr, who 
earned the save in the ninth. 

The three pitchers, however, 
combined for just four strikeouts. 

"We hit balls right at guys," 
DCI manager Mike George said. 
"We had bases loaded, in the sec- -
ond and came up empty, and had ' 
two on the eighth. We just didn't-: 
get the timely hit." 

Catcher Matt Deuchler's solo 
homer off DCI s t a r t e r Shawn. 
Morrison (Western Michigan Uni-
versity) in the top of the eighth , 
inning broke the scoreless dead-
lock. 

Washington added an insur-
ance run in the ninth. 

Morrison went 8/3 innings, giv-
ing up seven h i t s a n d th ree , 
walks. Jason Popham finished up:' 

Chr i s Kimball , Mike Sokol; 
Roger Wechter, Tim Andrezjak 
and Spencer Hynes had the lone 
hits for DCI. 

Marc Tugwell and Matt Hagen 
each collected two hits for Wash-
ington. 

"Had we won th i s game we, 
would have gone back to the top. 
of our rotation — Popham an<f' -
David Wampler — and we would -
have been in pretty good shape,"* 
George said. "We made a good 
run in this tournament. We got", 
down to the final five." 

As of Thursday, New Orleans 
was the only undefeated team left 
in the I6-team, double-elimina-
tion field. 

Washington, Baltimore, Buffalo 
and host Johnstown each had one ; 
loss. 

"This is the third year in a row" 
we've been here and we've been 
able to make a name for our-
selves," George said. "We know . 
sometimes the umpi r ing and ; 
f ields leave something to be.' 
desired, but we know that going^ 
in. It was a good week and we 
met a lot of quality people." 

A Livonia victory would have'" 
meant a game Friday night a t -
Point Stadium against host John-
stown. 

"There would have been 4,000- C 
plus out there, but we're going' 
home," George said. 

On Wednesday, the University 
of Michigan's Brad McCloskey 
pitched four scoreless innings of 
relief to earn the victory to propel * 
DCI past Maryland State, 9-6. 

DCI s t a r t e r Bobby Linsday,' 
fighting and inner ear infection, * 
lasted just I16 innings, allowed-"' 

Please see BASEBALL, B5 . 
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This lure landed 2 novice fishermen — who'll be back 
OUTDOOR 
INSIGHTS 

WT 
U 1 

ti 
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PARKER 

"I went fishing 
w i t h my dad 
once when I was 
a kid," sa id my 
f r i end a n d col-
l eague M a r t y 
B u d n e r , a s we 
mo to red out 
onto L a k e St . 
C la i r ' s Anchor 
Bay recently for 
some smal l -
m o u t h b a s s 

act ion. "But we rea l ly didn ' t 
catch anything." 

Such is the case with many 
one-time anglers. They give it a 
try, don't have any luck and file 
the trip in their memory banks 
as something t h a t was sort of 
fun, but really more boring than 
anything. 

In an effort to substantiate a 
claim I've been making for years 
to my colleagues at the Observer 
& Eccentric about the thrill and 

WAYNE COUNTY COMMISSION 
: NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
The Wayne County Commission will hold a 
public hea r ing on t h e following: 
The 2000-2001 Appropr ia t ions and Budget 
Ordinance. The proper ty tax millage ra te 
proposed to be levied to suppor t the proposed 
budget will be a subjec t of th is hear ing . 
The hea r ing will be held: 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 24, 2000,10:00 a.m. 
Wayne County Commission Chambers 

Wayne County Building 
* 600 Randolph , Detroit , Michigan 
Copies of the above i tems may be obtained at the 
(Commission Clerk 's Office, 406 Wayne County 
Buiding, 600 Randolph, Detroit 48226. (313) 224-
0903. 
publish: August 13, 2000 LgKE! 

excitement of fishing, I chartered 
a fishing trip on Lake St. Clair 
w i th N e p t u n e C h a r t e r s and 
Capt . Roger Doyle aboard the 
27-foot Little Dutch II. 

Marty, the sports editor for the 
Birmingham and Southfield edi-
tions of the Observer & Eccentric 
N e w s p a p e r s , and J i m Toth , 
sports editor for the Rochester 
and Troy edi t ions , jo ined my 
brother-in-law Don Wrathell, our 
good friend Jeff Essenberg and 
myself on a r ecen t a f t e r n o o n 
smallmouth charter on the bass-
infested waters of Lake St. Clair. 

I'm a firm believer tha t to real-
ly understand a sport you have 
to be a participant. Heck, I went 
golfing once, shot a 70-sometJhing 
if I remember correctly. Had a 
pretty good time too, until I lost 
my las t ball on the n in th and 
final hole. 

As veteran sports editors I'd 
decided long ago that Marty and 
J im, a couple experienced golf 

and softbal l aficionados, were 
overdue to experience the thrill 
of doing b a t t l e wi th a fe is ty , 
bodacious bass. 

We met at the lake, and after 
waiting out a passing thunder-
storm motored out onto Anchor 
Bay in ant icipat ion of some of 
t h e h o t t e s t s m a l l m o u t h b a s s 
fishing in the world. 

Drifting over weedy clumps in 
seven to 10 feet of water, it did-
n ' t t ake long for the action to 

The prize; 
Sports 
editors 
Marty 
Budher 
(left) and 
Jim Toth 
proudly 
display 
their 
catches. 

begin. J im took "first-fish" hon-
ors (and a couple bucks from the 
res t of the crew, I might add) 
when a plump 16-inch smallie 
inhaled the golden shiner he was 
offering as bait. 

During the next four hours the 
action bounced back and for th 
between good and great. Using 
eight-pound tes t monofilament 
our l ines w e r e r igged w i t h a 
three-way swivel, a drop sinker 

on a 12-inch leader, and a No. 8 
hook on an 18-inch leader. With 
such a p r e s e n t a t i o n , i t ' s was 
easy to catch a smorgasbord of 
f ish . Severa l mombo rockbass 
came to t he boat as well a s a 
half-dozen yellow perch. But the 
smallmouth are what made the 
trip. 

"Holy cow, this thing is really 
pulling hard," exclaimed Marty, 
seconds before a feisty 18-incher 
exploded out of the water like a 
bronze missile. 

We managed to land over 20 
fish including a huge, 211/2-inch 
smallie, which qualified Jeff for 
a Master Angler patch - Master 
Angler, 21-inch smallmouth. 

The trip came to an end as the 
s u n b e g a n to f ade . As we 
motored back into the harbor the 
smi les on the faces of al l t he 
anglers told the story. 

"This is great," J im said. "Il l 
definitely do it again." 

I think they're hooked! 

Caught something: Quite an experiencej ! 
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"Now ready 
for canning" 

Check Out our Nursery Sales! 
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TOTH 

I may not be the most dar-
ing person, but shy or afraid 

" * have rarely been a pa r t of 
^ my vocabulary. 

I 've been f o r t u n a t e to 
experience quite a bit in my 
40-plus years, but one tha t 
had e luded me u n t i l very 
recently was an activity that 
nearly everyone has tried at 
least once in their lifetime. 

Fishing! 
Now the closest I ever got 

to fishing, before this unforgettable experi-
ence, was ordering the fisherman's platter at 
my favorite seafood restaurant or purchasing 
some salmon or orange roughy at the neigh-
borhood grocery store. 

Well, I finally wound up on one end of the 
pole as myself, co-worker Mar ty Budner , 
O&E outdoors wr i te r Bill Pa rke r and his 
f r iends Jeff Essenberg and Don Wrathel l 
journeyed out on a four-hour excursion on 
the waters of Lake St. Clair. Now, it wasn't 
exactly the S.S. Minnow and there were ,no 
movie stars or millionaires aboard, but I did 
get the feeling that any one of us could han-
dle the role of Gilligan. 

The adventure began mid-afternoon with 
Marty and I needing a fishing license. Head-
ing out to a friendly Meijer, the two of us dug 
deep into our wallets to come up with the 

necessary funds to purchase a whopping one-
day license. The person behind the register 
asked if we wanted one for the entire year, 
but I figured if I hadn't done this in 40 years, 
the chances of doing it again anytime soon 
were pretty remote. 

Well, off we went to Anchor Bay to climb 
aboard commander, er cruise director, better 
make that Neptune Charters skipper Roger 
Doyle's Little Dutch II. 

The trip was delayed for about an hour - if 
only the Skipper and Gilligan would have 
done the same - whi le in tense thunder -
storms moved out of the area. Once we ven-
tured out, the seven-mile cruise was refresh-
ing. 

With Roger closing in on the site where the 
"fish were really biting" earlier in the day on 
a previous char te r , he promptly cut the 
engines and it was time for us to "fish on." 

"Grab a pole" were the initial instructions, 
followed closely by "bait the hooks," 

"Bait the what? And with what?" were a 
coifele responses. 

Little minnows was the eventual answer. 
After struggling with the little guy and send-
ing him off to catch me a - er, marlin - a lit-
tle wager was initiated on who would catch 
the first fish. 

Now we're talking, a little ini t iat ive to 
catch a fish. My biggest concern was when 

would I know I even had a catcft? 
"The bend at the end of the pole," other 

voices chimed in. "When you see that, give it 
a little tug." 

"Aye, aye," I said. 
Five, 10, 20, 30 minutes, maybe an eterni-

ty, passed by before any of us felt tha t "tug." 
But when we did, it was yours truly reel-

ing in a line. 
Wow! How exciting! My first fish! What 

could be on the other end? 
"Smallmouth bass," someone quipped. 
"Hey, way to go. Good job," the rest of the 

crew chimed in. 
Well, as quickly as I thought I was king, I 

turned back to feeling like a pauper when 
that prize catch, at least for me, was thrown 
back into the water. 

"Too small and, by the way, the eating isn't 
so good," were the words I remembered as 
the little guy was swimming away. 

All of a sudden, this wasn't too much fun. 
But our enjoyment and fortunes did turn 

around as we combined to snare some perch 
and larger smallmouth bass. Time raced by, 
and I'm sure so did the fish, as darkness was 
descending on the open waters. What was 
once weeks of an t ic ipa t ion was about to 
become a memory. 

A very good memory and one I hope to 
relive sometime soon. 

Borders Headquarters moment no. 3 

Savings so big, four walls couldn't contain them. 

Borders Headquarters' Bargain Blowout is: 
Saturday, August 12 from 9 am-7 pm 

Sunday, August 13 from 11 am-6 pm 

- 8 0 % off of the publishers' original list price on books. 

Also, hundreds of CDs, toys, stationery and gifts on sale. 

Drinks and snacks available from Cafe Espresso. 

Performance by Borders Explorers singer/songwriter Eddie Coker 
on Saturday at 2 pm. 

Stories and Lies While U Wait story time with Ken Wolfe 
on Saturday at 11 am, noon and 3 pm. 

Children's activities including balloons, temporary tattoos and prizes 
on Saturday from 11 am to 5 pm. 

BORDERS 
Borders Headquarters 

100 Phoenix Drive 

(North on Varsity Drive, near the intersection of State Street and Ellsworth Road) 

: 
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Worid Series champs 2 in a row 
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HERITAGE PARK 46000 SUMMIT PARKWAY CANTON, Ml 
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 16,2000 

Vz Mile Fun Run 9 a.m. start 
5-K Walk 9:15 a.m. start • 5-Mile Run 10 a,m. start 

Proceeds benefit people with developmental disabilities 
, _EREE T £ H I 8 I S I D THE BRSX.5QILENIRANTS45 mile tun aod walk on ly)— 

ENTRY FORM 

Make checks payable to: ' 

The Arc NW and mail to: 26049 Five Mile Road, Redford Ml 48239 | 
In consideration of accepting this entry form, I hereby for myself, my heirs and administrators • 
waive and release all rights and claims for damages I may have against Canton Township Parks • 
and Recreation services, and The Arc of Northwest Wayne County, sponsors of this event, its . 
agents, representatives, successors and assigns for any and all injuries suffered by me at the said I 
run, or which may arise out of my traveling to, participating in, and returning from this event. . 

r \ 

Signature (under 18: Parent or Guardian) Date 

| NAME. 

| ADDRESS:. .CITY. -ZIP, 

| DAYTIME PHONE. 

I BIRTH DATE: AGE. • MALE • FEMALE 

CHECK YOUR CHOICE OF EVENT(S): 

• 5 MILE RUN ...$15 • 5-K WALK ...$15 Vz MILE FUN RUN ...$5 

•ON-SITE REGISTRATION $20 Register On-Line atracegate.com or activeusa.com 
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Observer sports: 
The best in local coverage 

THE '200MILLION 
DOLLAR INVENTORY 

TV'S • VCR'S • CAMCORDERS AND 
DVD PLAYERS • ALL DiSCOUNTINUED AUDIO DOOM 
BOXES • PORTABLE CD PLAYERS* SHELF SYSTEMS 

• COMPONENTS • SPEAKERS • ALL BEDROOM 
FURNITURE • ENTERTAINMENT CENTERS 

• HOME OFFICE FURNITURE 
• A HUGE SELECTION OF TOYS TO CHOOSE FROM 

AND SO MUCH MORE! 
CLEARANCE 

Vo 

Quantities dnd selection will vary 
by store. Not all items available 
in all stores. ks32o 

For Store Locations Gall 

1-800-JEWELRY 
For the Store Nearest Ybu 

www.servicemerchandise.com 

Mine 
3SNG JEWELER 
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«. 
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NOW 
TAKE AN ADDITIONAL 

% 
Jewelry 

Clearance Prices 
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i- ... 
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NATURE NOTES 

TIM NOWICKI 

Admire large 
adult insects 
before they die 

ost people are familiar with 
large insects like mantids, 
grasshoppers, crickets and 

walking sticks, but we only become 
aware of their presence in late sum-
mer and fall. 

These insects are too small most 
of the summer to be recognized. 
Finally, about now, they are big 
enough for us to notice them. 

Mant ids are very recognizable 
insects. Those large forelegs are 
modified for catching other insects. 
Their large size, up to about 4 inch-
es, allows them to catch a wide vari-
ety of insects. 

This is when female mant ids lay 
their egg masses on any kind of con-
venient object. Adults will only live 
until it gets cold. Their egg mass 
survive the winter. 

In spring, t iny mant ids emerge 
with voracious appetites and s tar t 
growing. 

By la te summer, those tha t sur-
vived the summer are big enough to 
spot in your garden. I've enjoyed 
some in our raspberry bushes, in 
fields and even on my screen door. 

Michigan sports two species of 
mantids , both introduced from 
Europe. Some individuals are 
green, while others are brown. 

Color doesn't designate species or 
sex. It 's j u s t a variation. One study 
discovered tha t green individuals 
were seen twice as often as brown 
individuals. 

Not too distantly related to the 
mant ids a re the walking sticks. 

Probably as recognizable as the 
praying mantis , walking sticks look 
like their name. Their long, narrow 
legs and body resemble twigs. North 
American walking sticks are small 
compared to tropical species tha t 
reach lengths of 10-12 inches. 

Only four species are found in 
the Great Lakes region. They reach 
lengths of 4-5 inches. 

Unlike the praying mantis , walk-
ing sticks are strictly p lant eaters. 
In la te summer they are often a t 
the tops of trees eating leaves. 

Young walking sticks emerge 
from eggs laid by adults , which 
were allowed to drop to t he ground 
the previous summer. 

Some eggs may not ha tch until 
the second summer af ter being laid. 
Depending on when the eggs hatch, 
weather conditions and food avail-
ability, i t may take u p to two years 
for the adults to mature . 

Now is the time when walking 
sticks a re large enough for us to 
notice. Periodically these masters of 
camouflage get dislodged from their 
treetop hideout and come down 
where we can see. 

In spring, the spring field cricket 
can be seen as an adult size black 
cricket, bu t in fall, the fall field 
cricket is the large black cricket 
chirping in the backyard. 

The fall field cricket ha s been 
developing from eggs t h a t hatched 
in spring. Tiny fall field crickets are 
too small to notice until they 
matu re and s tar t to sing. They 
have always been around, jus t not 
showy enough to be detected. 

A similar development occurs in 
the short-horned grasshoppers. 
They, too, hatch from eggs in spring 
tha t were buried last fall. 

Unless you get down into the 
field grasses and look carefully, or 
sweep the grasses with an insect 
net, these developing grasshoppers 
go unnoticed. 

In late sumiyier however, walk 
the t rai l in a field and you will like-
ly flush colorful winged grasshop-
pers in front of you several times. 

At first glance they resemble a 
butterfly, but closer examination 
reveals they are grasshoppers. 

The short life of these insects 
through the warm months culmi-
na tes in mat ing and insuring the 
species will survive another year. 

Enjoy the large adul ts before 
they die. 

Tom Nowicki is a naturalist at 
Independence Oaks park in Oak-
land County. 

Wiffle Ball is a hit with 
backyard enthusiasts 

GUEST 
COLUMNIST W 

CHAD 
LOCKWOOD 

ha t s tar ted as an amusing 
recreational activity played in 
my back yard during my son's 

first birthday party, ha s become a serious 
athletic event. 

After playing jus t a few innings, we all 
discovered wha t a blast the game of Wif-
fle Ball truly is, even though most of us 
are in our mid-20s. The sound and feel of 
a plastic bat smashing the ball is oh so 
sweet. 

Shortly af ter our first exhibition game, 
rules were established and a league was 

formed. We call it the Har t land Wiffle Ball League. Cur-
rently there are 10 members who each have their own 
"team." Each member of the league chose a Major League 
franchise to represent and were then encouraged to pur-
chase a ball cap of their team. 

One against another 
Each scheduled game pits one team against another. 

The team scheduled to play is led by an "owner" who 
serves as the captain and pitcher of tha t game. To fill out 
the rosters, all other players become free agents for the 
day, and are picked alternately to make the teams com-
plete. Each squad is composed of three to five players. 

Wiffle Ball is played jus t like baseball except for a few 
minor differences. Throwing the ball a t r unne r s in an 
at tempt to get them out is legal. A target th ree feet 
behind home plate is the strike zone, which makes it easy 
to judge balls and strikes. It is a 3-foot by 4-foot piece of 
plywood with a hole cut out 12 inches from the bottom. 
The hole is 22 inches wide and 30 inches tall. Any ball 
tha t goes through the hole is a strike. The pitcher can 
pitch as fas t or as slow as he chooses and can deliver it 
anyway he desires. Because of the eight slotted holes on 
one side of the ball, anyone can throw wicked sliders or 
sick curveballs. Other pitches used are the sinker and the 
feared riser. 

Pass the shovel handle 
We use several different ba ts in our league. Most mod-

els are derived from the original skinny, yellow Wiffle 
Ball bat. To juice up our bats we have added water , foam 
insulation, and duct tape. Also, longer ba ts have been 
constructed by cutting the handles off the original bats 
and inserting old shovel handles or broomsticks. We then 
tape the whole bat back up, which gives the ba t t e r a bet-
ter chance of blasting a home run . 

After a few weeks of playing, I decided the field in my 
back yard needed fur ther development. To give my field a 

• Are you involved with a sport or recre-
ation activity that you'd like to write an 
article about? Then this is your lucky day 
because the Observer is looking for guest 
columnists to fill this space every Sunday. 
Pitch your idea to Special Projects Editor 
Ralph Echtinaw at (734) 953-2054, or e-mail 
at rechtinaw@oe.homecomm.net 

PHOTOS BY CHAD LOCKWOOD 

Field of dreams: Chad Lockwood has turned his 
back yard into a Wiffle Ball "stadium" complete 
with green plywood outfield fences. Below is 
Lockwood's backstop, if a pitched ball goes 
through the hole in the plywood it's a strike. 

• • i • 
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more realistic feel, an eight-foot section in left field 
known as the "Green Monster" was built out of lattice 
skirting. Shortly af ter tha t , I replaced the orange snow 
fence tha t originally stood as the outfield wall, wi th nine 
sheets of green-painted plywood to create a replica of 
Boston's Fenway Park. I also constructed a scoreboard, 
complete with each team's logo. 

Falling in love 
Everyone in our league has fallen in love with the 

game of Wiffle Ball. The guys love the competition and 
t ry to see who can rack up the highest stats, which are 
compiled and calculated on an Excel spreadsheet. The 
girls like it because it gives them a chance to get together 
and share some laughs. I never would have guessed that-
a former childhood pastime would be so much fun . 

Chad Lockwood is a resident of Hartland but works at 
E & E Manufacturing Co. in Plymouth. He can be e-
mailed at lockwood@ michigan connect.com 

Bowling centers exchanging 
wooden lanes for synthetics 

TEN PIN 
ALLEY D 

AL 
HARRISON 

iamonds are 
forever. Every-
thing else has 

to be replaced a t 
some time. 

That is certainly 
the case for our good 
old bowling lanes. 
Wood wears out with 
time and use. Then 
every two years or so, 
the wooden lanes 
require resurfacing, 

an arduous process tha t involves 
much sanding, and more loss of sur-
face. Some of the wood lanes we are 
still bowling on have been in service 
for 40 or more years. 

There comes a time when they are 
no longer serviceable, and here 
comes Brunswick or AMF with their 
new high-tech permanent lanes. As 
J im Hamlin, the proprietor of Coun-
try Lanes in Farmington noted, his 
resurfacing man told him maybe five 
more years. Hamlin would then be 
faced with the choice of wood lane 
replacements or synthetics, such as 
Brunswick's Anvilanes. "My resurfac-
ing man is retiring," says Hamlin. 
"There are very few left who can do 
the job well." 

The logical choice is synthetic 
lanes, for they require little if any 
maintenance. The downside of syn-
thetic lanes is the greater cost. Once 
in, however, the yearly maintenance 
is almost nil. Ken Lauterbach, the 
Brunswick sales representative, said 
there are 30 houses in this a rea tha t 
have already installed the new Anvi-

• Some of the bowling centers in and around Observerland 
with Anvilanes are: Wayne Bowl, Mayflower Lanes (Red-
ford), Cherry Hill Lanes (Dearborn Heights), 300 Bowl 
(Waterford), Plum Hollow Lanes (Southfield), Westland 
Bowl, Hartfield lanes (Berkley), Cherry Hill North (Clark-
ston) and the 74 lanes at Thunderbowl in Allen Park. 

lanes, with another four having had 
the earlier version set in place. There 
are several more scheduled for this 
year. And, of course, AMF also ha s 
i ts version in some spots including 
Town and Country Lanes in West-
land. 

Some of the bowling centers in and 
around Observerland with Anvilanes 
are: Wayne Bowl, Mayflower Lanes 
(Redford), Cherry Hill Lanes (Dear-
born Heights), 300 Bowl (Waterford), 
P lum Hollow Lanes (Southfield), 
Westland Bowl, Hartfield lanes 
(Berkley), Cherry Hill North (Clark-
ston) and the 74 lanes at Thunder-
bowl in Allen Park. 

As an added feature, Anvilanes 
can be installed with a "glow" fea-
ture , to be used in conjunction with 
Cosmic Bowling, so the lanes will 
glow in a variety of incandescent col-
ors during these special events. 

According to Lauterbach, "The 
lane markings in these lanes make 
target ing easier, and overall, the ball 
reaction is a lot more consistent than 
wi th ordinary wood. The approaches 
are also much smoother and less like-
ly to cause any sticking at the line." 

The legendary Johnny Petraglia 
says, "Downlane markings provide 

better t racking points for bowlers of 
all skill levels. High-performance 
players can measure break and 
adjust to changing oil conditions. 
Intermediate bowlers can find a bet-
ter road map to the strike zone and a 
better pa th to spare conversions. And 
beginners can aim at bowling zones 
created by the distinct board lines (a 
great t ra ining tool)." 

The bowling industry adopted the 
aiming system of arrows and dots in 
1937. Now in this new century, i t is 
s tar t ing to provide a better system 
for aiming and tracking the shots. 

If you are in a house wi th wooden 
lanes, the lanes are probably still in 
good condition and they may still go 
several years before replacement is 
necessary. When tha t t ime comes, 
you can be fairly certain t h a t the new 
surfaces will be the synthetic lanes, 
regardless of which manufac turer 
supplies and installs them. 

If you are a proprietor, t he bottom 
line is all-important to consider, and 
when all is said and done, over the 
long term, you should look into syn-
thetic lanes. With the minimal cost of 
upkeep, you will be come out ahead 
of the game - and so will your 
bowlers. 

Sunday, August 13, 2000 

O U T D O O R 

CALENDAR 

CUSSES/CLINICS 
FLY TYING 
River Bend Sport Shop in Southfield 
offers fly tying classes for beginners, 
intermediate and advanced tyers. 
Classes will be held at various times. 
To register, call (248) 350-8484 or 
(248) 591-3474. 

ACTIVITIES 
SLITHERING SNAKES 
Indian Springs Metropark near White 
Lake will hold 'Slithering Snakes,' a 
visit with native Michigan snakes and 
exotic species from other countries at 
the park's Nature Center Saturday, 
Aug. 19 at 1 p.m. Pre-registration is 
required. For more information, call 
(800) 477-3192. 
BASS TOURNAMENT 
The 2000 Top Bass Tournament will 
be held at various sites throughout 
the summer months. The schedule is 
as follows: Lake St. Helen, Aug. 19; 
and Wixom Lake, Aug. 26-27. Guar-
anteed payoffs will be awarded with 
amounts determined by the number 
of entries. For more information, call 
(734) 729-1762 or (734) 422-5813. 
METRO-WEST STEELHEADERS 
Metro-West Steelheaders meets at 
7:30 p.m. on the first Tuesday of each 
month in the cafeteria at Garden City 
High School. Call Dominie Liparoto at 
(248) 476-5027. 

MICHIGAN FLY FISHING 
The Michigan Fly Fishing Club meets 
at 7:30 p.m. the first and third 
Wednesdays of each month at Livonia 
Clarenceville Middle School, located 
on Middlebelt Road between Seven 
and Eight Mile roads. Call (810) 478-
1494. 

FOUR SEASONS 
The Four Seasons Fishing Club meets 
7:30-9:30 p.m. the first Wednesday of 
each month at the Civic Park Senior 
Center, 15218 Farmington Road, in 
Livonia. Call Jim Kudej at (734) 591-
0843. 

HURON VALLEY STEELHEADERS 
The Huron Valley Steelheaders meets 
the third Thursday of each month at 
the Knights of Columbus Hall, 27600 
Hall Road, Flat Rock. Call Carroll 
White at (734) 285-0843. 

BASS ASSOCIATION 
The Downriver Bass Association, a 
non-tournament bass club, meets a t 
6:30 p.m. the fourth Tuesday of every 
month at the Gander Mountain in 
Taylor. Call (734) 676-2863. 

SHOOTING RANGES 
LIVONIA RANGE 
The Livonia Archery Range is open to 
the public. The range features seven 
field lanes and one broadhead lane 
and is open 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Sat-
urdays and Sundays. The range is 
also open Tuesdays and Thursdays by 
appointment only through the end of 
November. Cost is $4 for adults and 
$2 for children. Livonia residents 
shoot free of charge. The range is 
located on Glendale Avenue, east of 
Farmington Road. Call (734) 466-
2410. 

PARKS 
METROPARK REQUIREMENTS 
Most Metropark programs are free 
while some require a nominal fee. 
Advanced registration and a motor 
vehicle permit are required for all 
programs. Call the respective parks 
at the following numbers: Stony 
Creek, (800) 477-7756; Indian 
Springs, (800) 477-3192; Kensington, 
(800) 477-3178; Hudson Mills, (800) 
477-3191. 

METROPARK PERMrrS 
The 2000 Huron-Clinton Metroparks 
annual vehicle entry permits and boat 
launching permits are on sale at all 
Metropark offices. Vehicle entry per-
mits are $15 ($8 for senior citizens). 
The annual boat launching permits 
are $18 ($9 for senior citizens). Call 
(800) 47-PARKS. 

STATE PARK REQUIREMENTS 
Maybury State Park, Proud Lake 
Recreation Area, Bald Mountain 
Recreation Area, Highland Recreation 
Area, and Island Lake Recreation 
Area offer nature interpretive pro-
grams throughout the year. A state 
park motor vehicle permit is required 
for entry into all state parks and state 
recreation areas. For registration and 
additional information on the pro-
grams at Maybury call (810) 349-
8390. For programs at Proud Lake 
and Highland call (810) 685-2187. 
WAYNE COUNTY PARK REQUIREMENTS 
Wayne County Parks offers nature 
interpretive programs throughout the 
year. Advanced registration is 
requested. Call (734) 261-1990 to reg-
ister. 

To submit items for consideration in 
the Observer & Eccentric's Outdoor 
Calendar send information to: Out-
doors, 805 E. Maple, Birmingham, 
MI 48009; fax information to (248) 
644-1314. 

mailto:rechtinaw@oe.homecomm.net
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Baseball from page B1 

four earned runs on six hits. 
Ted Fletcher came on to pitch 

t h e n e x t 3^3 innings , allowing 
jus t one run on four hits before 
giving way to McCloskey. 

The r i g h t - h a n d e r , a p ickup 
f rom t h e Lake Michigan Area 
R a m s , gave up j u s t two h i t s , 
walked three and fanned three. 

Maryland State led 5-2 af ter 
two inn ings and 6-4 a f t e r five 
before Livonia rallied with four 
in t he seventh and one in t he 
eighth. 

"It came down to our bullpen 
and those guys did a great job," 

George sa id . "Our guys k e p t 
scrapping and scrapping. They 
played hard." 

Right fielder Spencer Hynes 
(Oakland University) had three 
of Livonia 's 10 h i t s . Don 
Watchowski and Roger Wechter 
each contributed two hits. 

Andre zjak came through with 
a two-run homer on a 2-0 pitch 
in the seventh, his first hit of the 
tourney. 

Reliever Doug Sherry was the 
losing pitcher, allowing four runs 
(two earned) on seven hits. 

Michael Ey, Greg DeBoy, Greg 

DeBoy, Dav id H a r r i s , a n d 
Thomas Bednarcuyk each h a d 
two hits for Maryland State. . 

For the tournament, Wechter, 
the left fielder, led the way with 
a .545 batting average (6-for-ll 
with six walks). Hynes hit .500 
(7-for-14), while Watchowski had 
two homers and five RBI. 

On Friday, George, the former 
Madonna University men's base-
ball coach, said "eight to 10 play-
e rs" a re eligible to come back 
next summer. 

"I'd say right now it's 60-40 I 'm 
coming back," George said. 

Madonna from page B1 

region player at Mott, "she gives 
us a n o t h e r of fens ive opt ion," 
Abraham said. And Frecsko is a 
"good a l l -a round player" wi th 
s t r o n g a t h l e t i c ab i l i t i e s who 
could develop into a major con-
tributor. 

Among the freshmen recruits, 
two t h a t should be instant con-
t r ibutors are Amanda Suder, a 
5-6 outside hitter from Plymouth 
Salem, and 5-10 middle h i t ter 
K a t e LeBlanc , f r o m Livonia 
Stevenson. Suder was easily the 
bes t p layer on a Sa lem squad 
tha t advanced to the Division I 
quarterfinals. 

"She was one of the area's best 
players," said Abraham. "She'll 
c o n t r i b u t e i m m e d i a t e l y on 
de fense . She f i t s r igh t in our 
style." 

As for LeBlanc, Abraham said, 
"I knew she'd be a good player, 

but she's progressing faster than 
I thought. She's versati le; she 
can play outside hitter or middle 
hitter. She gives us depth. She 
jus t needs to get adjusted to the 
college game." 

A th i rd a l l -Observer player 
recruited by Abraham, 5-11 out-
side h i t t e r Tera Morrill , f rom 
Livonia F rank l in , in jured he r 
knee last spr ing and is going 
through rehabilitation. That has 
progressed faster than anticipat-
ed, however, and she could con-
ceivably play this season. 

The one freshmen recruit com-
ing from outside Observerland is 
5-6 outside h i t t e r Denise Gal-
lagher, from Honolulu. Abraham 
sa id she's "very exper ienced" 
and, like her freshmen counter-
parts, she could be a vital factor 
before season's end. 

So w h a t ' s i t a l l mean? Will 
Madonna again be the team to 
beat in the WHAC? 

When a coach is ques t ioned 
about possible weaknesses and 
his reply is "We don't have a lot 
of experienced depth at the out-
side hitter spots. And there's not 
a lot of size. It's not a weakness, 
it's just an area tha t needs to be 
addressed" — well, tha t hardly 
rates as a problem. 

Yes, Cornerstone is still a con-
cern, but unless something weird 
h a p p e n s , i t s eems t h a t come 
November, Madonna is a better 
bet to be atop the WHAC t h a n 
Bush is to be atop the polls. 

The Crusaders have their annual 
alumni match at 7 p.m. Thursday at 
Madonna. They open their season 
Aug. 25-26 at the Fort Lewis Sky-
hawk Invitational in Durango, Colo. 

Football from page B1 

Moundros. "I want to get better 
and I w a n t to contribute — at 
least push the other two guys in 
front of me and make them work 
harder. 

"When they know someone is 
w o r k i n g beh ind t hem, they ' l l 
work harder. It doesn't matter if 
its the scout team or a starter." 

Moundros — a 6-2, 227-pound 

junior — saw most of his time on 
the kickoff team, missing ju s t 
t h ree games (Michigan Sta te , 
Illinois and Indiana) because of a 
neck injury. 

However, he did play fullback 
in two games — Rice and North-
western — and even caught a 
pass for nine yards against the 
Wildcats. And heading into the 

season, Moundros is listed as the 
No. 3 fullback on the depth chart 
behind B.J . Askew and David 
Armstrong. 

"B.J.'s the starter.. . he blocks 
well, and r u n s well ," s a i d 
Moundros . "Dave 's s t r i c t l y a 
blocking back. If something hap-
pens to B.J . — God forbid — 
well see what happens." 

THE BLOOMFIELD HILLS OPTIMIST CLUB AND THE 
ANDOVER SOCCER BOOSTERS WOULD LIKE TO 

THANK OUR SPONSORS AND VOLUNTEERSAS WELL 
AS CONGRATULATE THE PARTICIPANTS OF THE 
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KENNETH J. POCKET, C.P.A., P.C. 
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FOX0 
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THERE WERE OVER 1000 PARTICIPANTS IN THIS YEAR'S EVENT. 
ALL OF THE MONEY RAISED WILL BE DONATED TO LOCAL YOUTH ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS. 

WE LOOK FORWARD TO MAKING NEXT YEAR'S RACE EVEN BIGGER AND BETTER. 

7.01 % 
APY 

Bank One's 24-month CD. 

A fixed-rate CD from Bank One is 

a risk-free investment. Unless 

you think making money is risky. 

With higher interest than most money market accounts, fu l l FDIC insurance and a 

guaranteed return, a Bank One Certificate of Deposit5"1 is an ideal investment. In 

addition, it can help offset some of your riskier investments and add balance to your 

portfolio. Are CDs risky? We don' t th ink so. 

For CDs or IRAs, stop by Bank One or call us toll free at 1.800.225.5623 for Personal Accounts, 1.800404.4111 for Business Accounts. 

BANKS ONE 

Preferred Financial Partner for Michigan Athletics 

www.bankone.corn 

Member FDIC. Annual Percentage Yield (APY) offer good through 8 /20 /00 and available at Bank One, Michigan locations only. Requires a min imum of $1,000 to open. 8 

Penalty for early wi thdrawal . Bank One reserves the right t o l imi t deposits in this account t o $1,000,000 per customer. Brokered deposits may not be accepted, g 

Metro Detroit Ford Dealers 

WJR 
AM 760 

L V P R E S E N T 

^ H i g h School 
m u L . i l N lka D i t l 

sponsored by 
THE 

NEWSPAPERS 

LAST WEEK'S WINNER 

Allison Fedolak 
Rochester Hills 

Rochester Adams High School 
Russ Milne Ford 

Tune in WJR 760 AM each 
Friday at 7:40 a.m. and hear 
the Athlete of the Week 
announced on Paul W. Smith's 
morning show. 

7b submit your nomination for the High Schoo/ Athlete of the Week: 
1. Send us up to one page of information about the athlete's involvement in 

sports, community, academic achievements and any awards he/she has 
received. Include the name of the high school and a picture of the athlete. 

2. Include your name and daytime phone number. 
3. Send your nomination to: 

WJR 760 AM 
2100 Fisher Building, Detroit, Ml 48202 

Attention: Athlete of the Week 
or 

. FAX to: 313-875-1988 
Tune in to WJR 760 AM Friday morning to hear the winner announced! 

For more information on this weeks athlete, visit our web site www.wjr.net L901889 

http://www.bankone.corn
http://www.wjr.net
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Your purchase when you 
open a new Home Depot 
Consumer Charge Card! 

Maximum discount 
of $2501 

'Otter expires August 24,2000. Good for one single 
purchase of merchandise on The Home Depot Consumer 

Charge Program. Maximum discount of $260. 
Offer not vaitd with any other discounts. 

Not valid toward past purchases. 10% off coupon valid 
for 14dsys from opening date of new account Offer 

good only at ttovi, Howell and South Canton locations 

NOVI 
47950 GRAND RIVER AVE. 

Take 1-98 to Beck Rd, The Home Depot is on the corner 
of, corner of Grand R|ver and Beck. 

(248) 347-6746 

HOWELL 
3330 E. GRAND RIVER 

Grand River to Grand Oaks 
The Home Depot is west of WalMart. 

(517) 548-3742 

SOUTH CANTON 
4 5 9 0 0 MICHIGAN AVE. 

Follow Michigan Ave to Canton Center Rd 
The-Home Depot is lopated on the northwest corner. 

(734) 495-9414 

TOOL 
RENTAL 
C E N T E R 

Got that big job and don't have all the tools you need? 
Now, The Home Depot has the answer. 

Our Price 
Guarantee 

H you f ind a tower pr ice o n an ident ical i tem 

wo s tock f rom any o the r local retailer we' l l 

n o l on ly meet that pr ice. 

We ll Beat It By 

10% 
o n the spot, iust for b r ing ing it to our attention 

Excludes closoouls ana liquidations 

Of America 

Manilla Sapphire 
A symphony of rich, classic colors 
melds Into a luxurious cashmere 
finish. An area rug that inspires 
elegance. Completing the beauty 
antique tea stained colors and 
polyester fringe. See the superb 
craftsmanship of this 32-color side 
woven constructed soil resistant 
twisted heat-set Olefin 12-mm pile. 
Go ahead. Live a little. 
home. 
(391750) 5'5"x710" 

Bring style 

IBea ulieu 

$ 
Ziegfeld 
It's hip to be square! Artistic in 
nature and funky by design, this fun 
area rug is a work of art. Made with 
100% Comfort Weave® premium 
olefin pile, it gives you a soft, silky 
feel underfoot. Non-alleraenic, 
stain/soil resistant, colorfest and 
static free means lasting beauty. 
( 6 0 3 1 7 6 ) 5 2 " X 7 6 ' 

A/y 
MOHAWK 
I N D U S T R I E S , I N C . 

i m 
Gotswold Navy 
Let nature's designs grace your 
floor. Inspired from the -Y 
kaleidoscope of shades and colors 
found outdoors, this area rug is 
sophisticated yet simple. Woven 
from 100% stain resistant olefin, 
that resists fading, it is ideal for the 
active home. 
(360753) 5'3"x7'10" 

Why Choose 
Pergo®? 

Sun protection factor 100, 
will not fade 
Will not show 
indentation marks 
Easy to ciean 
Complete flooring system 

• Will not show burn marks 

•PERGO 
We alsoi 

have 

ii 
different 
custom 

ord# 
colors 

American 
Honey Oak 

Beech Block Per 
Sq. Ft. 
Installed 

Gunstock 

Red Oak 

Pergo Laminate Flooring 
• Basic installation includes Pergo 

underiayment, 

20-years against wearing, 
staining and fading 

• Great to use in any room of the house 
• LusterGard™ surface protection 
(112831) 

Honday-Tlwsday & Sattrtay eam-Mpm • Friday 6am-lipm » Sunday 8am-8pm 

Northvjlle 
NoviED 

Township CIS 

Heights EE 
Township 

810 
}10 
248 
517 
248 
517 

229-0085 
948-1590 
624-0196 
548-3742 
591-7520 
381-0650 
347-9600 
347-6746 

Southfield 
South Canton 0 2 
UtlcaEE 
Warren _ _ 
WoodhavenGS 

u s - Tool Rental a 

248) 423-0040 
734) 495-9414 
810 997-1411 
810)757-3000 

(734)671-4400 

> at t l teM locations 

Open 24 Hoars 
Canton ESI 
DearbomHelghts 
Livonia uD 
PontiacEH 
PfttsfleldTownshlp 

r Hills 

734)844-7300 
313)359-9600 
734 458-4956 
248)253-8900 
to) 975-1029 
248)601-2643 

iSH 

- t Lansing 
e Lake Township 

(810 
ffilO1 

(734 
517 

(248 

415-9620 
264-7866 
374-1901 
323-0229 
698-4801 

Key Credit Terms: Payments will not be required for six months on any approved major appliance single 
purchase of $250 or more charged to your Home Depot Consumer Charge Card account, Finance charges wiH 
accrue during the six month period, but will be credited to your account if the purchase and optional insurance 1 

premiums on the purchase are paid in full within six months, Annual Percentage Rate (APR): 21% (18% In 
IA) for purchases of $2,000 or greater that may qualify for the Major Purchase Feature of your Home Depot m 
Consumer Charge Cad account. APR will accrue at the rate of 15.48%. Minimum monthly finance charge is 
$1.00 ($50 In IA). Offer subject to credit approval by Monogram Credit Card Bank of Georgia. In order to receive » 
these promotional term, you must ask for the promotion when making your purchase, Offer only available in 1 

certain Home Depot locations, check store for additional details. 

©2000 Homer TIC, Inc. 

Prices may vary after August 20,2000, If there a^e market variations. #193251 
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Hole-in-one 
Craig Fleming of Plymouth got a 

hole-in-one a t the Woodlands Golf 
Course in Van Buren Township, acing 
the 126-yard fifth hole on Aug. 3. 

The 55-year-old Fleming used an 
eight-iron to get his ace. 

Award-winner 
Nick Cabauatan, who will be enter-

ing his junior year at Plymouth Can-
ton HS, earned the Nu-Station Award 
at the Five Star Basketball Camp in 
Pittsburgh. 

Cabauatan , who will be enter ing 
his th i rd year on Canton 's vars i ty 
basketball team, was also runner-up 
for the Top Guard in Camp Award. A 
total of 375 players from all over the 
country participated in the camp. 

Fai! Dekhockey 
Fall League registration is current-

ly on-going at the Michigan Dekhock-
ey Center, located on Michigan 2.2 
miles west of 1-275. Players of all ages 
are invited to play. 

Each player gets 10 games , two 
practices and a youth jersey. Every 
player also makes the playoffs. Play-
ers seven-years-old and over may reg-
ister in the house league for in-line 
hockey. For those 12-and-over , a 
select program is also offered. 

Select program players can pre-reg-
ister a team with a minimum of nine 
and a maximum of 15 players. 

House league players will be rated, 
evaluated and put into a draft. Coach-
es will select players for each team. 

Registrat ion for Dekhockey, also 
known as street hockey and played in 
r u n n i n g shoes, is also u n d e r w a y . 
House leagues are offered for players 
four-years-old and over. 

Senior Dek divisions offer registra-
tion for t eams and/or individuals . 
Teams must have a minimum of 10 
and a maximum of 18 players. Play-
ers in Senior Divisions in both Dek 
and Inline Hockey will be placed in 
leagues or on teams tha t match the 
players skills and abilities. 

For fu r the r information, call the 
Michigan Dekhockey Center at (734) 
397-8900. 

Fastpitch softball 
The Can ton Communi ty J u n i o r 

Baseball and Softball Association will 
have tryouts for girls fastpitch soft-
ball for its 2001 season from 3:30-6:30 
p.m. Saturday at McClumpha Park. 

Girls wishing to play 10-and-under 
and 12-and-under should come at 3:30 
p.m.; those wishing to play 14-and-
under and 16-and-under should come 
at 4:30 p.m.; and those wishing to 
play 18-and-under should come at 
5:30 p.m. 

Also: Coaches are needed at all lev-
els, in particular 10-and-under. For 
more information, call Harry Hill at 
(734) 453-3769. 

Baseball tryouts 
•The Michigan Indians 14-year-old 

baseball team, a USSSA World Series 
participant, will have tryouts for its 
2001 squad at 4:30 p.m. Saturday and 
Sunday, Aug. 26-27, at Plymouth's 
Massey Field, located a t Plymouth 
and Haggerty roads. 

There a re no residency require-
ments . P layers must have a b i r th 
da te on or a f t e r Aug. 1, 1986. For 
more information, call Bruce Price at 
(734) 453-9180. 

•The Ann Arbor Mustangs travel 
baseball teams will have tryouts for 
i ts spring 2001 squads on Sunday, 
Aug. 20. For 13-and-unders, call Bob 
Cleary at (734) 930-6966; for 14-and-
unders , call Mike Nadeau at (734) 
429-8493. 

Downriver Braves 14-and-
under team will have tryouts for its 
2001 season in S e p t e m b e r . The 
Braves finished the 2000 season with 
a 77-7 record and qualified for six dif-
ferent World Series, placing ninth in 
the AAU World Series. • 

Players can't turn 15 before Aug. 1, 
2001. For more information, call Cris 
Hansen at (313) 292-4798. 

Anyone interested in submitting items to 
Sports Scene or Sports Roundup may send 
them to sports editor C.J. Risak, 36251 
Schoolcraft, Livonia, Ml, 48150, or may FAX 
them to (734) 591-7279. 

hoinetownnewspapers.net 

Observer stars stick with it at U-M 
It's n o t e a s y m a k i n g i t i n b i g - t i m e footba l l . 
F o r g u y s l i k e J o e Sgroi a n d Kirk M o u n d r o s , 
g e t t i n g a c h a n c e to p l a y f o r t h e U n i v e r s i t y of 
M i c h i g a n i s t h e c h a n c e of a l i f e t i m e — o n e 
t h a t i s w o r t h grabb ing . 

Sgroi. Both walked on at the Universi-
ty of Michigan. Both paid their dues 
during the course of the 1998 season. 

The payoff for both came dur ing 
1999, seeing a lot of special teams play, 
with Moundros also seeing time as full-
back. 

And both hope to have their role with 
the Wolverines continue to grow. 

"I like to contribute as much as possi-
ble," said Sgroi, a Plymouth native who 
gradua ted from CC in 1998. "I j u s t 
want to be on the field. Whether it is 
the punt (team), extra points or any-
thing else, whatever I can do to help 
the team, I'll do." 

Sgroi played in 10 games last season 

BY PAUL BEAUDRY 
STAFF WRITER 
pbeaudry@oe.homecomm.net 

Walk-ons in college football are usu-
ally the equivalent of tackling dum-
mies. 

They are cheap , e x p e n d a b l e a n d 
their basic job is to help the other play-
ers to get better without getting them 
hurt. 

But every once in a while, things go 
the r ight way — the hard work and 
effort get noticed and rewarded. 

That ' s what happened wi th Nor th 
Farmington grad Kirk Moundros, and 
could happen to Catholic Central's Joe 

— missing just the Notre Dame and 
Rice c o n t e s t s . He ' s l i s t ed as a 
linebacker, but at 5-11, 204 pounds, 
he's a little undersized to play that 
spot in the Big Ten. However, he's 
perfectly suited for his specialty — 
long snapper. 

"Maybe I am a little undersized 
for center," said Sgroi with a smile 
d u r i n g F r i d a y ' s med ia day a t 
Michigan Stadium. "But my job is 
to get down field rather than pro-
tect the punte r . I 'm bet ter down 
field than the bigger guys." 

Sgroi stated tha t case last year as 
he had one solo tackle, two assists 
and forced a fumble agains t North-
western. This year, he enters the sea-
son as No. 1 on the depth chart. 

"There's still a lot of competition for 
the spot," said Sgroi. "It's good so far, 
but as long as it helps the team, that 's 
what matters." 

Moundros spent most of his time on 

Joe Sgroi 
Plymouth resident 

Kirk Moundros 
North Farmington grad 

specia l t e a m s in 1999 as well , b u t 
unlike Sgroi, saw some time at fullback 
and was awarded a s cho la r sh ip by 
head coach Lloyd Carr just before last 
season. 

"My attitude is a lot like Joe's," said 

P l ea se see FOOTBALL, B5 

Watch out! 
Crusaders have championship stuff 

B Y C.J. RISAK 
SPORTS EDITOR 
cjrisak@oe.homecomm.net 

Like any coach in any sport, when 
Madonna University volleyball coach 
Jerry Abraham says, "I'm very excited 
about this group here," you're immedi-
ate reaction is tha t it must be taken 
for what it is: a slight overdose of pre-
season optimism. 

Then you start examining what he's 
got coming back. Yeah, there are loss-
es. 

But those additions —* and suddenly 
you realize tha t even when Abraham 
says, "I think we're a better team than 
last year. We're more seasoned, more 
confident* — well, he may indeed be 
snowballing you, but not with an over-
abundance of optimism. 

He may be downplaying the situa-
tion. 

Make no mistake. The Crusaders are 
loaded. 

As for the reliability of sources, with 
Abraham — the only volleyball coach 
in Madonna's history — 40-win sea-
sons are almost expected. He called 
1999 "one of my worst seasons." 

Well record-wise, maybe it was. After 
all, the Lady Crusaders were "only" 29-
14 overall. And they did have to share 
the Wolverine-Hoosier Athletic Confer-
ence crown with Cornerstone College, 
both posting 11-1 records. 

If you believe tha t ' s a bad season, 
t h e n you'd also t h i n k George Bush 
would make a good president. 

Anyway, as A b r a h a m did add , 
"There were a lot of highlights, too." 
One tha t can't be overstated was his 
coaching. What Madonna didn't have 
last season was a lot of depth (just 11 
players), and when injuries struck — 
setter Jennie Wind, now a junior, and 
senior outside hitter Erin Cunningham 
bo th missed m a t c h e s — he h a d to 
scramble to find replacements. 

Then late in the season f r e s h m a n 
setter Jen Wing left the team, wreak-
ing more havoc. Still, the Crusaders 
played on, and played well. 

Those kinds of problems shouldn' t 
reoccur this season. The strong recruit-
i ng c lass A b r a h a m h a s de l ive red 
should see to that. 

But first the leaders: Three seniors 
who have a total of eight starting sea-
sons between them. 

At the top of the list is 5-foot-ll mid-
dle h i t t e r Al l -Amer ican Brandy* 
Malewskf, a Redford Thurston gradu-
ate. The two-time all-conference player 
led Madonna in kills (603, with a .496 
kil l pe rcen tage) and blocking (158 
solos, 575 total) and was third in digs 
(566). 

Then there's 6-1 outside hitter Kelly 
Artymovich, who was t h i r d on t h e 
team in kills (287, .260 percentage), 
second in digs (598) and f o u r t h in 
blocks (211). Cunningham, who played 
less than ;half the season, totaled 155 
kills (.303 percentage). All three will 
share the team captaincy. 

"They're real leaders on the floor," 
said Abraham. "They lead by example. 
They have a great work ethic. All three 
despise losing." 

An impressive group to build around,, 
but by no means is that all. Indeed, the 
recruits Abraham has coming in mean 
"competition is fierce" for playing time. 

Also back f rom las t season is 6-0 
junior setter Jennie Wind, a Birming-
h a m Groves g r a d u a t e who paced 
Madonna with an 8.94 assists-to-kills 
per game average. She also had 132 
blocks. 

Other key returnees are 5-10 junior 
outside hitter Marylu Hemme, a Ply-
mouth native and Livonia Ladywood 
graduate who led Madonna in service 
aces (77) and digs (620); 6-1 jun ior 

Kate LeBlanc 
Stevenson middle hitter 

Amanda Suder 
Salem defensive ace 

Tera Morrill 
former Franklin star 

STAFF PHOTO BY PAUL HUKSCHMANN 

Top flitter: Brandy Malewski has• been a top-notch player at the 
net for Madonna throughout her career, earning NAIA All-Ameri-
ca honors last season. 

middle hi t ter Donna Birkenhier, who 
was third in blocks (309) and fourth in 
kills (209, a .285 percentage); and 6-
foot sophomore middle hi t ter Hayley 
Myers, who filled in well as a freshman 
and has shown marked improvement 
this year. 

Now for the recruits. 
If there was a concern last season, it 

was the team's overall passing ability. 
It won't be a problem this year, Abra-
ham said. "It's improved 100 percent," 
he sa id . "Four of t h e p laye r s we 
brought in are all good passers." 

Three junior college transfers figure 
to help the Crusaders immediately: 5-
10 junior outside hitter Jennifer Frost, 

from Mott CC and Saginaw; 5-8 junior 
s e t t e r N a t a l i e Sayre , f rom G r a n d 
Rapids CC; and 5-7 sophomore outside 
hitter Elizabeth Frecsko, from Laredo 
(Texas) CC. 

According to Abraham, Sayre was 
"one of the top players in her region." 
She will challenge Wind for playing 
time at setter. "She's still developing, 
but she's quick," said Abraham. "She 
jus t has to learn our players and get 
comfortable with our plays." 

Frost is left-handed and should help 
fill the vacancy created by Uballe 's 
graduation. An all-conference and all-

P l e a s e see MADONNA, B5 

;'s all over: 
D.C. knocks 
out DCI, 2-0 

Decision Consultants, Inc. was 
eliminated by three-time defend-
ing champion Washington, D.C., 
2-0, in the All-American Amateur 
Baseba l l Assoc ia t ion (20-and-
u n d e r ) T o u r n a m e n t T h u r s d a y 
a f t e rnoon at Roxbury F ie ld in 
Johnstown, Pa. 

DCI, champions of the Livonia 
Collegiate Division of the Adray 
Metro Baseball Association, fin-
ished the summer 23-11 overalL 
and 2-2 in the AAABA nationals. 

R i g h t - h a n d e r G r a n t S m i t h 
pitched seven scoreless innings to-
keep DCI off the scoreboard. He 
scattered four hits and five walks 
before giving way to left-harider 
D u s t i n Atk ins , who p i t c h e d a 
score less e i g h t h , fo l lowed by 
r ight-hander Mike McGirr, who 
earned the save in the ninth. 

The th ree p i tchers , however,; 
combined for just four strikeouts. 

"We hit bal ls r igh t a t guys ," 
DCI manager Mike George said. 
"We had bases loaded in the sec-. 
ond and came up empty, and had 
two on the eighth. We just didn't 
get the timely hit." 

Catcher Mat t Deuchler 's solo, 
h o m e r off DCI s t a r t e r S h a w n 
Morrison (Western Michigan Uni-
versity) in the top of the eighth 
inning broke the scoreless dead-
lock. 

Washington added an i n su r -
ance run in the ninth. 

Morrison went 8^3 innings, giv-
i n g u p seven h i t s a n d three ; 
walks. Jason Popham finished u p / 

C h r i s K imba l l , Mike S,okol,^ 
Roger Wechter, Tim Andrez jak 
and Spencer Hynes had the lone: 
hits for DCI. 

Marc Tugwell and Matt Hagen 
each collected two hits for Wash-
ington, 

"Had we won t h i s g a m e we 
would have gone back to the top .' 
of our rota t ion — Popham and 
David Wampler — and we would 
have been in pretty good shape," 
George said. "We m a d e a good 
r u n in this tournament . We got 
down to the final five." 

As of Thursday, New Orleans 
was the only undefeated team left' 
in the 16-team, double-elimina-
tion field. 

Washington, Baltimore, Buffalo 
and host Johnstown each had one 
loss. 

"This is the third year in a row 
we've been here and we've been 
ab le to m a k e a n a m e for our-
selves," George said. "We know 
s o m e t i m e s t h e u m p i r i n g a n d 
f i e ld s leave s o m e t h i n g to be.' 
desired, but we know tha t going 
in. I t was a good week and we 
met a lot of quality people." 

A Livonia victory would have = 
mean t a game F r iday n igh t a t 
Point Stadium against host John-2. 
stown. 

"There would have beefi 4,000-
plus out there , bu t we're going 
home," George said. 

On Wednesday, the University 
of Michigan's Brad McCloskey 
pitched four scoreless innings of 
relief to earn the victory to propel 
DCI past Maryland State, 9-6. 

DCI s t a r t e r Bobby Linsday,~ 
fighting and inner ear infection,, 
las ted jus t I1/3 innings, allowed* 

Please see BASEBALL? B5 
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This lure landed 2 novice fishermen —• who'll be back 
OUTDOOR 
INSIGHTS 

IT 

BILL 
PARKER 

"I went fishing 
w i th my dad 
once when I was 
a kid," said my 
f r i end and col-
l eague M a r t y 
Budne r , as we 
motored out 
onto Lake St . 
C la i r ' s Anchor 
Bay recently for 
some smal l -
m o u t h b a s s 

act ion. "But we r ea l l y d idn ' t 
catch anything." 

Such is t he case wi th many 
one-time anglers. They give it a 
try, don't have any luck and file 
the trip in their memory banks 
as something t h a t was sort of 
fun, but really more boring than 
anything. 

In an effort to substantiate a 
claim I've been making for years 
to my colleagues at the Observer 
& Eccentric about the thrill and 

WAYNE COUNTY COMMISSION 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

The Wayne County Commission will hold a 
public hearing on the following: 
The 2000-2001 Appropriations and Budget 
Ordinance. The property tax millage rate 
proposed to be levied to support the proposed 
budget will be a subject of this hearing. 
The hearing will foe held: 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 24,2000,10:00 a.m. 
Wayne County Commission Chambers 

Wayne County Building 
600 Randolph, Detroit, Michigan 

Copies of the above items may be obtained at the 
Commission Clerk's Office, 406 Wayne County 
Buiding, 600 Randolph, Detroit 48226. (313) 224-
0903. 

Publish: August 13,2000 

excitement of fishing, I chartered 
a fishing trip on Lake St. Clair 
w i th N e p t u n e C h a r t e r s and* 
Capt . Roger Doyle aboard the 
27-foot Little Dutch II. 

Marty, the sports editor for the 
Birmingham and Southfield edi-
tions of the Observer & Eccentric 
N e w s p a p e r s , and J i m To th , 
sports editor for the Rochester 
and Troy edi t ions , jo ined my 
brother-in-law Don Wrathell, our 
good friend Jeff Essenberg and 
myself on a recent a f t e r n o o n 
smallmouth charter on the bass-
infested waters of Lake St. Clair. 

I'm a firm believer that to real-
ly understand a sport you have 
to be a participant. Heck, I went 
golfing once, shot a 70-something 
if I remember correctly. Had a 
pretty good time too, until I lost 
my las t ball on the n in th and 
final hole. 

As veteran sports editors I'd 
decided long ago that Marty and 
Jim, a couple experienced golf 

and softbal l aficionados, were 
overdue to experience the thrill 
of doing b a t t l e wi th a fe i s ty , 
bodacious bass. 

We met a t the lake, and after 
waiting out a passing thunder-
storm motored out onto Anchor 
Bay in anticipat ion of some of 
t he h o t t e s t s m a l l m o u t h b a s s 
fishing in the world. 

Drifting over weedy clumps in 
seven to 10 feet of water, it did-
n ' t t ake long for the act ion to 

The prize: 
Sports 
editors 
Marty 
Budner 
(left) and 
Jim Toth 
proudly 
display 
their 
catches. 

begin. J im took "first-fish" hon-
ors (and a couple bucks from the 
res t of the crew, I might add) 
when a plump 16-inch smallie 
inhaled the golden shiner he was 
offering as bait. 

During the next four hours the 
action bounced back and for th 
between good and great. Using 
eight-pound tes t monofilament 
ou r l i nes we re r igged wi th a 
three-way swivel, a drop sinker 

on a 12-inch leader, and a No. 8 
hook on an 18-inch leader. With 
such a p r e s e n t a t i o n , i t ' s was 
easy to catch a smorgasbord of 
f ish . Severa l mombo rockbass 
came to t he boa t a s well as a 
half-dozen yellow perch. But the 
smallmouth are what made the 
trip. 

"Holy cow, this thing is really 
pulling hard," exclaimed Marty, 
seconds before a feisty 18-incher 
exploded out of the water like a 
bronze missile. 

We managed to land over 20 
• fish including a huge, 211/2-inch 

smallie, which qualified Jeff for 
a Master Angler patch - Master 
Angler, 21-inch smallmouth. 

The trip came to an end as the 
s u n began to f a d e . As we 
motored back into the harbor the 
smi les on t h e f aces of al l t h e 
anglers told the story. 

"This is great," J im said. "I l l 
definitely do it again." 

I think they're hooked! 

Caught something: Quite an experienceJ 

Michigan Bi-Color 

SWEET C O R N 
89 

6/ ' 
5 doz. Bag 

Michigan Vine-Ripe 

TOMATOES 
29 

Michigan 
Red Haven 
PEACHES 

Lb: 

"Now ready 
for canning" 
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CIA" U l i fc'hdrii £ £ 0 K 
FARM MARKET & GREENHOUSE 

7 3 4 - 4 2 ^ 1 4 ? 

JIM 
TOTH 

B
l may not be the most dar-

ing person, but shy or afraid 
have rarely been a par t of 
my vocabulary. 

I 've been f o r t u n a t e to 
experience quite a bit in my 
40-plus years, but one thgit 
had eluded me un t i l very 
recently was an activity that 
nearly everyone has tried at 
least once in their lifetime. 

Fishing! 
Now the closest I ever got 

to fishing, before this unforgettable experi-
ence, was ordering the fisherman's platter at 
my favorite seafood restaurant or purchasing 
some salmon or orange roughy at the neigh-
borhood grocery store. 

Well, I finally wound up on one end of the 
pole as myself, co-worker Mar ty Budner, 
O&E outdoors writer Bill Pa rker and his 
f r iends Jeff Essenberg and Don Wrathel l 
journeyed out on a four-hour excursion on 
the waters of Lake St. Clair. Now, it wasn't 
exactly the S.S. Minnow and there were no 
movie stars or millionaires aboard, but I did 
get the feeling that any one of us could, han-
dle the role of Gilligan. 

The adventure began mid-afternoon with 
Marty and I needing a fishing license. Head-
ing out to a friendly Meijer, the two of us dug 
deep into our wallets to come up with the 

necessary funds to purchase a whopping one-
day license. The person behind the register 
asked if we wanted one for the entire year, 
but I figured if I hadn't done this in 40 years, 
the chances of doing it again anytime soon 
were pretty remote. 

Well, off we went to Anchor Bay to climb 
aboard commander, er cruise director, better 
make that Neptune Charters skipper Roger 
Doyle's Little Dutch II. 

The trip was delayed for about an hour - if 
only the Skipper and Gilligan would have 
done the same - while in t ense t hunde r -
storms moved out of the area. Once we ven-
tured out, the seven-mile cruise was refresh-
ing. 

With Roger closing in on the site where the 
"fish were really biting" earlier in the day on 
a previous cha r t e r , he p rompt ly cut t h e 
engines and it was time for us to "fish on." 

"Grab a pole" were the initial instructions, 
followed closely by "bait the hooks." 

"Bait the what? And with what?" were a 
couple responses. 

Little minnows was the eventual answer. 
After struggling with the little guy and send-
ing him off to catch me a - er, marlin - a lit-
tle wager was initiated on who would catch 
the first fish. 

Now we're ta lking, a l i t t le ini t iat ive to 
catch a fish. My biggest concern was when 

would I know I even had a catch? 
"The bend at the end of the pole," other 

voices chimed in. "When you see that, give it 
a little tug." 

"Aye, aye," I said. 
Five, 10, 20, 30 minutes, maybe an eterni-

ty, passed by before any of us felt that "tug." 
But when we did, it was yours truly reel-

ing in a line. 
Wow! How exciting! My first fish! What 

could be on the other end? 
"Smallmouth bass," someone quipped. 
"Hey, way to go. Good job," the rest of the 

crew chimed in. 
Well, as quickly as I thought I was king, I 

turned back to feeling like a pauper when 
that prize catch, at least for me, was thrown 
back into the water. 

"Too small and, by the way, the eating isn't 
so good," were the words I remembered as 
the little guy was swimming away. 

All of a sudden, this wasn't too much fun. 
But our enjoyment and fortunes did turn 

around as we combined to snare some perch 
and larger smallmouth bass. Time raced by, 
3T>rl I'm sure so did the fish, as darkness was 
descending on the open waters . What was 
once weeks of an t i c ipa t ion was about to 
become'a memory. 

A very good memory and one I hope to 
relive sometime soon. 

Borders Headquarters moment no. 3 

Savings so big, four walls couldn't contain them. 

Borders Headquarters' Bargain Blowout is: 
Saturday, August 12 from 9 am-7 pm 

.Sunday, August 13 from 11 am-6 pm 

50-80% off of the publishers' original list price on books. 

Also, hundreds of CDs, toys, stationery and gifts on sale. 

Drinks and snacks available from Caf& Espresso. 

Performance by Borders Explorers singer/songwriter Eddie Coker 
on Saturday at 2 pm. 

Stories and Lies While U Wait story time with Ken Wolfe 
on Saturday at 11 am, noon and 3 pm. 

Children's activities including balloons, temporary tattoos and prizes 
on Saturday from 11 am to 5 pm. 

BORDERS 
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ENTRY FORM 

Make checks payable to: ' 

T h e A r c N W a n d m a i l t o : 2 6 0 4 9 F i v e M i l e R o a d , R e d f o r d M l 4 8 2 3 9 | 

In consideration of accepting this entry form, I hereby for myself, my heirs and administrators i 
waive and release all rights and claims for damages I may have against Canton Township Parks • 
and Recreation services, and The Arc of Northwest Wayne County, sponsors of this event, its | 

r 

agents, representatives, successors and assigns for any and ail injuries suffered by me at the said 
run, or which may arise out of my traveling to, participating in, and returning from this event. 

Signature (under 18: Parent or Guardian) Date 

NAME. 

ADDRESS: .CITY. -ZIP-

DAYTIME PHONE. 

BIRTH DATE:. _AGE_ • MALE • FEMALE 

CHECK YOUR CHOICE OF EVENT(S): 

• 5 MILE RUN ...$15 • 5-K WALK ...$15 Vz MILE FUN RUN ...$5 

•ON-SITE REGISTRATION $20 Register On-line at racegate.com or actfveusa.com 
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Observer sports: 
The best in local coverage 
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DOLLAR INVENTORY 
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TV'S • VCR'S • CAMCORDERS AND 
DVD FLAYERS * ALL DISCONTINUED AUDIO BOOM 
BOXES • PORTABLE CD PLAYERS* SHELF SYSTEMS 

• COMPONENTS • SPEAKERS • ALL BEDROOM 
FURNITURE • ENTERTAINMENT CENTERS 

• HOME OFFICE FURNITURE 
• A HUGE SELECTION OF TOYS TO CHOOSE FROM 

AND SO MUCH MORE! 
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OFF 
J e w e l r y 

C l e a r a n c e P r i c e s 

Quantities and selection will vary 
by store. Not all items available 
in all stores. NSKO 

For Store Locations Call 

1 -800-JEWELRY 
For the Store Nearest You 
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http://www.servicemerchandise.com
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NATURE NOTES 

TIM NOWICKI 

Admire large 
adult insects 
before they die 

ost people are familiar wi th 
large insects like mant ids , 
grasshoppers, crickets and 

walking sticks, but we only become 
aware of their presence in late sum-
mer and fall. 

These insects are too small most 
of the summer to be recognized. 
Finally, about now, they are big 
enough for us to notice them. 

Mantids are very recognizable 
insects. Those large forelegs are 
modified for catching other insects. 
Their large size, up to about 4 inch-
es, allows them to catch a wide vari-
ety of insects. 

This is when female mant ids lay 
their egg masses on any kind of con-
venient object. Adults will only live 
until it gets cold. Their egg mass 
survive the winter. 

In spring, t iny mant ids emerge 
with voracious appeti tes and s ta r t 
growing. 

By late summer, those tha t sur-
vived the summer are big enough to 
spot in your garden. I've enjoyed 
some in our raspberry bushes, in 
fields and even on my screen door. 

Michigan sports two species of 
mantids, both introduced from 
Europe. Some individuals are 
green, while others are brown. 

Color doesn't designate species or 
sex. It 's jus t a variation. One s tudy 
discovered tha t green individuals 
were seen twice as often as brown 
individuals. 

Not too distantly related to the 
mantids a re the walking sticks. 

Probably as recognizable as the 
praying mantis, walking sticks look 
like their name. Their long, narrow 
legs and body resemble twigs. Nor th 
American walking sticks are small 
compared to tropical species t h a t 
reach lengths of 10-12 inches.. 

Only four species a re found in 
the Great Lakes region. They reach 
lengths of 4-5 inches. 

Unlike the praying mantis , walk-
ing sticks are strictly p lan t eaters. 
In late summer they are often a t 
the tops of trees eat ing leaves. 

Young walking sticks emerge 
from eggs laid by adults , which 
were allowed to drop to the ground 
the previous summer. 

Some eggs may not ha tch unt i l 
the second summer a f te r being laid. 
Depending on when the eggs hatch, 
weather conditions and food avail-
ability, it may take up to two years 
for the adults to mature . 

Now is the time when walking 
sticks are large enough for us to 
notice. Periodically these mas ters of 
camouflage get dislodged from their 
treetop hideout and come down 
where we can see. 

In spring, the spring field cricket 
can be seen as an adult size black 
cricket, but in fall, the fall field 
cricket is the large black cricket 
chirping in the backyard. 

The fall field cricket h a s been 
developing from eggs t h a t hatched 
in spring. Tiny fall field crickets a re 
too small to notice unt i l they 
mature and s ta r t to sing. They 
have always been around, jus t not 
showy enough to be detected. 

A similar development occurs in 
the short-horned grasshoppers. 
They, too, hatch from eggs in spring 
tha t were buried last fall. 

Unless you get down into the 
field grasses and look carefully, or 
sweep the grasses wi th an insect 
net, these developing grasshoppers 
go unnoticed. 

In late summer however, walk 
the trail in a field and you will like-
ly flush colorful winged grasshop-
pers in front of you several t imes. 

At first glance they resemble a 
butterfly, but closer examinat ion 
reveals they are grasshoppers. 

The short life of these insects 
through the warm months culmi-
na tes in mat ing and insur ing the 
species will survive another year. 

Enjoy the large adults before 
they die. 

Tom Nowicki is a naturalist at 
Independence Oaks park in Oak-
land County. 

Wiffle Ball is a hit with 
backyard enthusiasts 

GUEST 
COLUMNIST W 

CHAD 
LOCKWOOD 

ha t s tar ted as an amusing 
recreational activity played in 

W W my back yard during my son's 
first bir thday party, has become a serious 
athletic event. 

After playing jus t a few innings, we all 
discovered wha t a blast the game of Wif-
fle Ball truly is, even though most of us 
are in our mid-20s. The sound and feel of 
a plastic ba t smashing the ball is oh so 
sweet. 

Shortly af ter our first exhibition game, 
rules were established and a league was 

formed. We call it the Har t land Wiffle Ball League. Cur-
rently there a re 10 members who each have their own 
"team." Each member of the league chose a Major League 
franchise to represent and were then encouraged to pur-
chase a ball cap of their team. 

One against another 
Each scheduled game pits one team against another. 

The team scheduled to play is led by an "owner" who 
serves as the captain and pitcher of tha t game. To fill out 
the rosters, all other players become free agents for the 
day, and are picked alternately to make the teams com-
plete. Each squad is composed of three to five players. 

Wiffle Ball is played jus t like baseball except for a few 
minor differences. Throwing the ball at runner s in an 
a t tempt to get them out is legal. A target three feet 
behind home plate is the str ike zone, which makes it easy 
to judge balls and strikes. It is a 3-foot by 4-foot piece of 
plywood with a hole cut out 12 inches from the bottom. 
The hole is 22 inches wide and 30 inches tall. Any ball 
tha t goes through the hole is a strike. The pitcher can 
pitch as fas t or as slow as he chooses and can deliver it 
anyway he desires. Because of the eight slotted holes on 
one side of the ball, anyone can throw wicked sliders or 
sick curveballs. Other pitches used are the sinker and the 
feared riser. 

Pass the shovel handle 
We use several different bats in bur league. Most mod-

els are derived from the original skinny, yellow Wiffle 
Ball bat . To juice up our bats we have added water, foam 
insulation, and duct tape. Also, longer bats have been 
constructed by cutting the handles off the original bats 
and insert ing old shovel handles or broomsticks. We then 
tape the whole bat back up, which gives the bat ter a bet-
ter chance of blasting a home run. 

After a few weeks of playing, I decided the field in my 
back yard needed fur ther development. To give my field a 

• Are you involved with a sport or recre-
ation activity that you'd like to write an 
article about? Then this is your lucky day 
because the Observer is looking for guest 
columnists to fill this space every Sunday. 
Pitch your idea to Special Projects Editor 
Ralph Echtinaw at (734) 953-2054, or e-mail 
at rechtinawtoe.homecomm.net 

PHOTOS BY CHAD LOCKWOOD 

Field of dreams: Chad Lockwood has turned his 
back yard into a Wiffle Ball "stadium" complete 
with green plywood outfield fences. Below is 
Lockwood's backstop. If a pitched ball goes 
through the hole in the plywood it's a strike. 

mmmm mmmmm 

more realistic feel, an eight-foot section in left field 
known as the "Green Monster" was built out of lattice 
skirting. Shortly af ter that , I replaced the orange snow 
fence tha t originally stood as t he outfield wall, with nine 
sheets of green-painted plywood to create a replica of 
Boston's Fenway Park. I also constructed a scoreboard, 
complete wi th each team's logo. 

Falling in love 
Everyone in our league has fallen in love with the 

game of Wiffle Ball. The guys love the competition and 
try to see who can rack up the highest stats, which are 
compiled and calculated on an Excel spreadsheet. The 
girls like i t because it gives them a chance to get together 
and share some laughs. I never would have guessed tha t 
a former childhood past ime would be so much fun . 

Chad Lockwood is a resident of Hartland but works at 
E & E Manufacturing Co. in Plymouth. He can be e-
mailed at lockwood@ michigan connect.com 

Bowling centers exchanging 
wooden lanes for synthetics 

TEN PIN 
ALLEY D 

AL 
HARRISON 

iamonds are 
forever. Every-
thing else has 

to be replaced at 
some time. 

That is certainly 
the case for our good 
old bowling lanes. 
Wood wears out with 
time and use. Then 
every two years or so, 
the wooden lanes 
require resurfacing, 

an arduous process tha t involves 
much sanding, and more loss of sur-
face. Some of the wood lanes we are 
still bowling on have been in service 
for 40 or more years. 

There comes a time when they are 
no longer serviceable, and here 
comes Brunswick or AMF with their 
new high-tech permanent lanes. As 
J i m Hamlin, t he proprietor of Coun-
try Lanes in Farmington ntited, his 
resurfacing man told him maybe five 
more years. Hamlin would then be 
faced with the choice of wood lane 
replacements or synthetics, such as 
Brunswick's Anvilanes. "My resurfac-
ing man is retiring," says Hamlin. 
"There are very few left who can do 
the job well." 

The logical choice is synthetic 
lanes, for they require little if any 
maintenance. The downside of syn-
thetic lanes is the greater cost. Once 
in, however, t he yearly maintenance 
is almost nil. Ken Lauterbach, the 
Brunswick sales representative, said 
there are 30 houses in this area tha t 
have already installed the new Anvi-

• Some of the bowling centers in and around Observerland 
with Anvilanes are: Wayne Bowl, Mayflower Lanes (Red-
ford), Cherry Hill Lanes (Dearborn Heights), 300 Bowl 
(Waterford), Plum Hollow Lanes (Southfield), Westland 
Bowl, Hartfield lanes (Berkley), Cherry Hill North (Clark-
ston) and the 74 lanes at Thunderbowl in Allen Park. 

lanes, with another four having had 
the earlier version set in place. There 
are several more scheduled for th is 
year. And, of course, AMF also ha s 
its version in some spots including 
Town and Country Lanes in West-
land. 

Some of the bowling centers in and 
around Observerland with Anvilanes 
are: Wayne Bowl, Mayflower Lanes 
(Redford), Cherry Hill Lanes (Dear-
born Heights), 300 Bowl (Waterford), 
Plum Hollow Lanes (Southfield), 
Westland Bowl, Hartfield lanes 
(Berkley), Cherry Hill North (Clark-
ston) and the 74 lanes a t Thunder-
bowl in Allen Park. 

As an added feature, Anvilanes 
can be installed with a "glow" fea-
ture, to be used in conjunction wi th 
Cosmic Bowling, so the lanes will 
glow in a variety of incandescent col-
ors during these special events. 

According to Lauterbach, "The 
lane markings in these lanes make 
target ing easier, and overall, the ball 
reaction is a lot more consistent t h a n 
with ordinary wood. The approaches 
are also much smoother and less like-
ly to cause any sticking at the line." 

The legendary Johnny Petraglia 
says, "Downlane markings provide 

better t racking points for bowlers of 
all skill levels. High-performance 
players can measure break and 
adjus t to changing oil conditions. 
Intermediate bowlers can find a bet-
ter road map to the strike zone and a 
bet ter pa th to spare conversions. And 
beginners can aim at bowling zones 
created by the distinct board lines (a 
great t ra ining tool)." 

The bowling industry adopted the 
aiming system of arrows and dots in 
1937. Now in this new century, it is 
s tar t ing to provide a better system 
for aiming and tracking the shots. 

If you are in a house with wooden 
lanes, the lanes are probably still in 
good condition and they may still go 
several years before replacement is 
necessary. When tha t t ime comes, 
you can be fairly certain tha t the new 
surfaces will be the synthetic lanes, 
regardless of which manufac turer 
supplies and installs them. 

If you are a proprietor, the bottom 
line is all-important to consider, and 
when all is said and done, over the 
long term, you should look into syn-
thetic lanes. With the minimal cost of 
upkeep, you will be come out ahead 
of the game - and so will your 
bowlers. 

Sunday, August 13. 2000 
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CALENDAR 

CUSSES/ CLINICS 
FLY TYING 
River Bend Sport Shop in Southfield 
offers fly tying classes for beginners, 
intermediate and advanced tyers. 
Classes will be held at various times. 
To register, call (248) 350-8484 or 
(248) 591-3474. 

ACTIVITIES 
SLITHERING SNAKES 
Indian Springs Metropark near White 
Lake will hold 'Slithering Snakes,' a 
visit with native Michigan snakes and 
exotic species from other countries a t 
the park's Nature Center Saturday, 
Aug. 19 at 1 p.m. Pre-registration is 
required. For more information, call 
(800) 477-3192. 
BASS TOURNAMENT 
The 2000 Top Bass Tournament will 
be held at various sites throughout 
the summer months. The schedule is 
as follows: Lake St. Helen, Aug. 19; 
and Wixom Lake, Aug. 26-27. Guar-
anteed payoffs will be awarded with 
amounts determined by the number 
of entries. For more information, call 
(734) 729-1762 or (734) 422-5813. 

METRO-WEST STEELHEADERS 
Metro-West Steelheaders meets a t 
7:30 p.m. on the first Tuesday of each 
month in the cafeteria at Garden City 
High School. Call Dominic Liparoto at 
(248) 476-5027. 
MICHIGAN FLY FISHING 
The Michigan Fly Fishing Club meets 
a t 7:30 p.m. the first and third 
Wednesdays of each month at Livonia 
Clarenceville Middle School, located 
on Middlebelt Road between Seven 
and Eight Mile roads. Call (810) 478-
1494. 

FOUR SEASONS 
The Four Seasons Fishing Club meets 
7:30-9:30 p.m. the first Wednesday of 
each month at the Civic Park Senior 
Center, 15218 Farmington Road, in 
Livonia. Call Jim Kudej at (734) 591-
0843. 

HURON VALLEY STEELHEADERS 
The Huron Valley Steelheaders meets 
the third Thursday of each month at 
the Knights of Columbus Hall, 27600 
Hall Road, Flat Rock. Call Carroll 
White at (734) 285-0843. 

BASS ASSOCIATION 
The Downriver Bass Association, a 
non-tournament bass club, meets at 
6:30 p.m. the fourth Tuesday of every 
month at the Gander Mountain in 
Taylor. Call (734) 676-2863. 

SHOOTING RANGES 
LIVONIA RANGE 
The Livonia Archery Range is open to 
the public. The range features seven 
field lanes and one broadhead lane 
and is open 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Sat-
urdays and Sundays. The range is 
also open Tuesdays and Thursdays by 
appointment only through the end of 
November. Cost is $4 for adults and 
$2 for children. Livonia residents 
shoot free of charge. The range is 
located on Glendale Avenue, east of 
Farmington Road. Call (734) 466-
2410. 

PARKS 
METROPARK REQUIREMENTS 
Most Metropark programs are free 
while some require a nominal fee. 
Advanced registration and a motor 
vehicle permit are required for all 
programs. Call the respective parks 
at the following numbers: Stony 
Creek, (800) 477-7756; Indian 
Springs, (800) 477-3192; Kensington, 
(800) 477-3178; Hudson Mills, (800) 
477-3191. 

METROPARK PERMITS 
The 2000 Huron-Clinton Metroparks 
annual vehicle entry permits and boat 
launching permits are on sale a t all 
Metropark offices. Vehicle entry per-
mits are $15 ($8 for senior citizens). 
The annual boat launching permits 
are $18 ($9 for senior citizens). Call 
(800) 47-PARKS. 

STATE PARK REQUIREMENTS 
Maybury State Park, Proud Lake 
Recreation Area, Bald Mountain 
Recreation Area, Highland Recreation 
Area, and Island Lake Recreation 
Area offer nature interpretive pro-
grams throughout the year. A state 
park motor vehicle permit is required 
for entry into all state parks and state 
recreation areas. For registration and 
additional information on the pro-
grams at Maybury call (810) 349-
8390. For programs at Proud Lake 
and Highland call (810) 685-2187. 
WAYNE COUNTY PARK REQUIREMENTS 
Wayne County Parks offers nature 
interpretive programs throughout the 
year. Advanced registration is 
requested. Call (7349 261-1990 to reg-
ister. 

To submit items for consideration in 
the Observer & Eccentric's Outdoor 
Calendar send information to; Out-
doors, 805 E. Maple, Birmingham, 
MI 48009; fax information to (248) 
644-1314. 


