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When Plymouth-Canton resi-
dents get up for the 7:30 a.m.
Fourth of July parade in Ply-
mouth next week, they won't
have to worry about where their
coffee and doughnuts are coming

The Observer will provide free
refreshments; along with plenty
of information about employ-
ment and subscription opportu-
nities, in front of the newspaper
office beginning at 6:30 a.m. the
morning of the :

Refreshments will include
doughnuts, coffee and a variety
of juices, Subscription cards and
newspaper carrier applications
will also be on hand, as will
information about the newspa-
per and its various community
activities.

The Observer editorial office is
at 794 S. Main. For more infor-
mation, call 459-2700.
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Leposava Filipovska was a tireless
worker.

The 62-year-old Canton woman put
in countless hours at the Willow Run
GM assembly. plant. Despite that fact,
she was never too tired to take care of
her home, husband or family.

“We could never get her to sit still,”
said son Steve, 35. “We kept telling her
to retire (from GM), But she told dad,
‘T'm going to retire with you:”

Filipovska never got that chance,
however. Her body was discovered
early Sunday morning behind a Clark
Gas Station at the corner of Michigan
Avenue and Canton Center Road.

A Monday Wayne County Medical
Examiner’s autopsy determined her
death was caused by heart failure.
Police believe Filipovska's death is sus-
picious in nature.

“Things just don’t look right,” said
Canton Police Sgt. Charles Raycraft.
“We're treating it as foul play. But
what we've got, we're not sure.”

Filipovska left her job at the Ypsilan-
ti plant at 2:30 a.m. Sunday, according

hometownnewspapers.net

Cops: Wo

to police
reports.
Heading east-
bound on
Michigan
Avenue, the
62-year-old
came to a
road block at

on the town-
ship’s
west side,
Leposava Fllipovska An earlier
accident had
closed the road. Réports said a tractor-
trailer from nearby Bay Logistics had
flipped over on its side near Denton.

Filipovska was ordered to turn her
car around.

“She had the choice of going west on
Michigan or north on .Denton,” Ray-
craft said.

Filipovska's husband, Dordi, awoke
at about 7 a.m. Sunday and became
worried that his wife wasn't home. He
eventually drove the route Leposava
took to and from work.

Please see MYSTERY, A2
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man’s death a mystery

Body found Sunday a mile from her still-i'unning automobile

Looking for leads: Canton police are looking for people who may -
have seen this 1993 Ford Taurus on Michigan Avenue early Sun:
day or anyone with information about what may have happened

to its driver.

his Super Soaker.

STAFY PHOTOS BY PAUL HURSUCHMANN

Clowning around: The Canton Township Firefighter Clowns were out in force
Saturday at Liberty Fest. Here, one of them cools off some festival-goers with

Festival a blast!

BY SCOTT DANIEL
STAPF WRITER
sdaniel@oe.homecomm.net

cess, according to local officials.

Heritage Park, he added.

Despite a rain storm during Saturday night's
fireworks, this year’s Liberty Fest was a suc-

The annual event drew large crowds all four
days, Canton Parks and Recreation Manager
Bob Dates said. Attractions such as the Fun
Zone, family movie and classic car show kept a
steady flow of festival-goers streaming into

“1 would call this the best Liberty Fest we've
ever had,” said Dates, the event chair. “Next
year is the 10th anniversary. We're going to

From Fun Zone to fireworks,
crowds jam Heritage Park

have to start thinking of a theme to outdo it.”
The fireworks show is typically the fest’s
biggest drawing event. Rain started to fall

about five minutes into the
progressively harder.

“We knew a storm was approaching,” Dates
said. “It was a matter of time when it got

there.”

rain.

“We got the whole show in,
time was there a (safety) hazard.”
Most people stuck around for all of the show

The show was scheduled for 10:15 p.m. But
Dates moved it up 45 minutes to aveid the

" he said. “At no

display and got

Please see LIBERTY FEST, A4

Ooops:
Alyssa
Athens of
Canton, 3,
spills her
Sno-Cone
down the
front of her
Jumper dur-
ing Can-
ton’s Liber-
ty Fest Sat-
urday after-
noon.
Meanwhile
the fire-
works dis-
play went
off without
a hitch
despite a
Saturday-
night down-
pour.

Changes target Canton
library’s younger patrons

BY HEATHER NEEDHAM
STAFF WRITER

Teenagers and children will especial-
ly benefit from the $6 million, 22,000
square-foot-addition at the Canton
Public Library.

The first phase, scheduled for com-
pletion in early September, will house
a brightly eolored youth department,
said Jean Tabor, library director.

*We're adding a lot of gpace and a
new quiet reading area,” she said.

Also taking up residence in the addi-
tion will be the Teen Place, especially
geared toward patrons age 12-18. It

910900

should open by Dec. 31,

Stefanie Halliday, teén librarian,
said she has consulted the potential
users — the teens themselves — about
how tp decorate the new space and
what kind of furniture to buy.

“We're going to put posters on the
ceilings,” Halliday said. So far the
poster designs selected have fit a 1960s
theme. One poster has a flying Volk-
swagen on it, she added.

The Teen Place will also have eight
computers and four will be equipped
with games. Teen patrons currently

Please see LIBRARY, A5
Newsroom: 734-459-2700

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER
thruscato@oe homecomm.net

Plymouth-Canton Schools will get a
$300 per-pupil increase from the state
school aid fund in the 2000-01 school
year. Combined with a projected
growth of 111 students, that will mean
more than $5.3 million added to the
district’'s budget

*“It's the first time we've had that big
an increase,” said Dan White, the dis
trict's interim business manager. “That
hasn't always been the case.”

White is referring to the years when

Foundation grant boost
good news for schools

See related story page A
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Store clerk recognizes
man in robbery attempt

45-year-old township man who

attémpted to rob a Palmer Road

party store early Sunday after-
- noon

According to police reports, the
man walked into the Oakwood
Party Store at about 1:40 p.m.
wedring a white hair net over
his face. The township man,
reports said, pointed a steak
kaife at a store clerk and said
“make it fast.”

The clerk responded by saying,
“OK, I'll make it fast.” Reports
said the clerk then bent over to
grab something from behind the
counter and the man then ran
out of the store.

The clerk told police the man

had been in the store before and

" that he had had problems with

him. Police are investigating the
incident. i

A 28-year-old White Lake
woman's 1997 Ford Explorer

was stolen from a home in the
43000 block of Saxony early

Sunday morning, reports said.
Police have no suspects. ;

Lawn job. :

A home in the 7000 block of
Claymore Court was vandalized
early Sunday morning.

A 42-year-old owner said

someone had down a “lawn job" .

on his front yard between 2:45
and 5:45 a.m., according to
reports. Deep tire tracks in the
yard were noted in police
reports. Police have no suspects.

Assault and battery

A 45-year-old Canton woman
was assaulted Sunday after
leaving work at Burger King on
Ford Road, according to Canton

police. : ‘
“Reports said the woman left
the restaurant shortly after noon

and was heading east on Ford.

Soon afterwards, a “blue” car
pulled up beside her and passen-

Mystery ;...

_mﬁ inside yelled at her, mrd—

ing to reports. .

She yelled back and all three
o¢cupants got out of the vehicle
and assaulted her, reports said.

Officers interviewed the woman
at Oakwood Hospital in Canton.

Injuries™# her nose and arms
were reéported. Police have no
suspects. :

Retail fraud

About $200 worth of alcohol
was stolen from Holiday Market
on Lilley Road late Friday,
reports said. ?

The store owner saw a man

walking around wearing a long ;

coat. Reports said he also heard
glass bottles “clicking” together.
The man then left the store
with a cart full of liquor without
paying. Reports said the store

owner triéd to stop the man, but

was pushed aside.
The man then ran to a vehicle

described as a GMC Safari and .

fled the scene.. Police are investi-

' gating the incident.

e

“I thought my wife might be
sleeping in her car in the park-
ing lot,” said Dordi, her husband
of 41 years.

He found her car, still run-
ning, on westbound Michigan
near Beck shortly before 9 a.m.
Filipovska then notified Canton

- Police

A la-year-old Highland boy

‘spotted Lepesava Filipovska,

who was lying on her back, while
at the Clark station. Her body
was more than a mile from her
vehicle. .

©“We don’t believe she walked

to where she got,” Raycraft said.

“But we don't know how she got
there.” :

Policé found no obvious signs
of trauma on Filipovsiks: Réports
said she had experienced chest
pain on June 14 for which she
was treated at Oakwood Hospi-
tal in Canton. She was sched-
uled to see a cardidlogist next
menth.

Filipovska's car was involved
in ‘a ‘minor accident prior to her
death. Reports said there was
damage to her rear bumper. '

“We think a white car might
be involved,” said Raycraft.
“There was some white paint
transfer.” = -

He said it may be possible to

. tell the year and make of vehicle

from testing the paint.

CARRIER OF THE MONTH: CANTON

JENNA DREHER
Jenna Dreher, 12, delivers the
Canton Observer in‘the Fellows

. Creek Subdivision. She has

been delivering the Observer
since July 1998. ZE% :
The Pioneer Middle School
gixth grader’s favorite subject is
math. Her hobbies include play-
ing soccer, baseball, basketball
and dance. Her soccer team
took first place in their division
in the Canton Memorial Soccer
Tournament this year. She also
received a 4.0 on her report card

this year.
- Jenna wants to attend the
University of Michigan.

Meeting friendly customers ?

and getting tips and earning
money are some things she likes
about her route.

Money - management @nd
responsibility are some of the
skills she has developed.

Jenna is the daughter of Rick
and Judy Dreher. She has two.
brothers, Jason, 17, and Justin,
15. ; :
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Meanwhile, the family of Lep-
osava Filipovska is trying to cope
with her loss.

“She was a very good lady who
never made problems for any-

‘body,” said Dordi. “Everybody

liked her. She was quiet and a
very hard worker.”

Filipovska’s funeral is sched-
uled for Friday at St. Mary's
Macedonia Church, 21740 Ryan,
in Warren. Visitation was held

Wednesday at the L.J. Griffin

Funeral Home in Canton.

Anyone with information
about the case may contact Sgt.
Charles Raycraft at (734) 397-
6807. ;

Jimmie has

figuration of trailers,

STAPY PROTOS BY PAUL HURSCHMANN

Moving day: Judges Ron Lowe and John MacDonald carry their robes and court
officers Richard Jackson (left, rear) and George Berg carry the American and Michi-
gan flags, respectively, as they make the move from the temporary 35th District
Court to the new courthouse. In the photo below, Julie Dziekan (left) and Stacy Por-
man unpack books in one of the law libraries at the new courthouse.

New courthouse ready
for the people’s business

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER
tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net

Three years after heavy thun-
derstorms downed a Detroit Edi-
son power line and burned down
the Dunbar Davis Hall of Jus-
tice, 35th District Court officials
are finally in their new home.

Court employees on
Tuesday began work-
ing out of their new,
$8.25 million,; three-
story courthouse, con-
structed on the same
site as the one-story
structure which
burned down. Quite a
change from the con-

snapped together like
Legos, that had been
serving as .a court-
house in a parking lot
across the street.

“It’s a gorgeous
building,” said Judy
Kellerman, - clerical
supervisor, as she inspected her
new offices. “The trailers
weren't bad for awhile, but the
last week everyone was getting
excited about moving. - I never
would have expected anything
like this.” . '

As Judge Ron Lowe put it,
“This really speaks ‘courthouse.™

Among the changes court
workers haven’t seen for three
years: courtrooms with a full
complement of wood bénches,
chairs and frim; marble floors at

each level; and large windows
which make the building look
spacious.

“It's going to be a terrific
change,” said Lowe. “It feels like
a real courtroom, especially after
working behind tables and
chairs for so long.”

The first court proceedings wili

spicuous to visitors will be a new
security system.

“There is a walk-thru metal
detector; and -anything that is
carried into the building will
have to be put through an X-ray
machine,” added Erdman.
“There are signs in the parking
lot which tell people they are

subject to search. We
will not allow guns,

be held Friday in the Hunter
green and wood trim courtroom
of Judge John MacDonald. How-

*ever, the new 35th District Court

building will be in full-scale
operation July 5. i

“We basically cleared the dock-
ets because we needed time to
get set up,” said Kerry Erdman,
court administrator. “We want-
ed some time for employees to
get used to the building, and be
able to address other problems
that might crop up.”

What will be immediately con-

knives or any metal
objects that can be
used as weapons into
the courthouse.

“There will also be a

security desk, which is
noticeable as soon as
you walk in,” said
Erdman. “The securi-
ty desk will be able to
monitor the building,
inside and out. The
security setup is simi-
lar to that in any pub-
lic building you go
into these days.”
- One of the best
facets of the new courthouse is
that it will come in under bud-
get. Erdman isn't sure of an
exact figure yet, but he's hoping
it will -be in the range of
$100,000.

“We've been very careful about
what we've spent,” said Erdman.
“We put together a plan and we
stayed close to it.”

Erdman said that while the
public is welcome in the building
anytime to take a look, a formal
dedication will take place on
Wednesday, Sept. 13, at § p.m.
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BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER
tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net

Nearly a year ago, four teens
were ticketed by Plymouth police
for sitting on a Penniman
Avenue sidewalk and obstruct-
ing pedestrian traffic. It started
a battle between the youth of the
Plymouth community, who claim
there isn't anything for teens to
do, and Plymouth police, who
say they are tired of trying to
control the unruly few who cause
problems.

While thére was a controversy
over repercussions from 35th

hung out with their friends.
Admittedly, the crowd was
sparse. But YES members are
proud they got the first activity
off the ground and are planning

. on better results for a number of

other events this summer.
“I think we did pretty well,”

said YES vice president Katie -
‘Welch, 138, of Plymouth Town-

ship. “During the summer it’s

nice to sit around,-but it's more

fun to be out with your friends.”
That was echoed by Lauren

Reed, 13, of Canton Township.

“There’s not enough to do with
your friends,” Lauren said while
eating a hot dog. “We see people
from our-school, but it’s hard to
meet other people.”

“Shaving cream fights were
fun, but this lasts a lot longer
and is more fun,” added Jody
Gross of Plymouth Township, a
member of WSDP, the high
school radio station which was
broadcasting from the party.
“There are other things for teens

District Court, which included - |

$210 fines and hours of commu-
nity service, the bigger issue
centered around the lack of
activity for youth who just hang
around or cruise downtown Ply-
mouth.

Shortly after the ticket situa-
tion, the Plymouth Youth Forum
was established to come up with

ideas and activities for area

youth. Nine months later the
group, now known as Youth
Empowerment Source (YES),
held its first activity — Party at
the Park. The event, held Fri-
day at Plymouth Salem High
School, incorporated a carnival
theme with a number of activi-
ties, which included a dunk
tank, bands and food, as kids

Winning
posters

cited
B ENVIRONMENT

Students from local elemen-
tary schools were honored Thurs-
day, June 15 for their participa-
tion in Canten’s first ever “Our
River...My Actions Make A Dif-
ference,” poster contest.

The contest was open to fourth
and fifth graders at Field,
Hoben, and Tonda elementary
schools.

The contest was part of Can-
ton’s effort to educate the public
on water quality and to inerease
awareness of the widespread
impact the public¢’s actions have
on preserving the Rouge River

“The Canton Public Works
Poster Contest was an effective,
positive incentive for students to
develop an awareness and brain-
storm practical solutions,” said
Rick Plecha, Field Elementary
School teacher.

.The students were asked to
create a poster demonstrating
the positive or negative effect
their activities have on the
Rouge River. Based on how well

—they followed the instructions

and utilized their creativity, a
committee from Canton Public
Works chose Jessica Cicirelli, a
fifth grade student at Field Ele-
mentary, and Melissa Klusek
and Aimee Haworth, both fourth
grade students at Tonda Ele-
mentary, as the first, second and
third place winners, respectively

Each participant received a
grab bag filled with a Canton
Liberty Fest T-shirt, a day pass
to Summit on the Park, a Rouge
River mousepad, cup, and pen, a
personalized certificate and an
award ribbon. In addition, the

top three entrants were given
gift certificates for free admis-
sion to the “Fun Zone” at Liberty
Fest. The first place winner was
also awarded with a voucher
entitling her and her entire fami
ly to dinner at Liberty Fest's
“Taste of Canton.” Plecha added,

Wanted: Your
porch stories

Remember shucking corn on
porch?

your grandmother's
Sleeping there on hot, humid
nights? Kissing your sweetheart
on your front porch swing? The
Observer wants to hear about
your “porch memories’ in 50
words or less for an upcoming
feature on beautiful porches for
our At Home section

Plesse send your submissions

to: “Porch Memories,” Renee
Skoglund, Observer Newspa

pers, 36251 Schoole raft, Livonia
MI 48150; fax (734) 591-7279; o
you can send e-mail  t

homecamam. net

rskoglund@ o«

cle

to do, but you have to drive to
get there. - And, with the cost of
gasoline, it can be fairly expen-
sive.

Looking on as fellow police

officers and Salem Principal
Gerald Ostoin were being
drowned in the dunk tank was
Plymouth Sgt. Steve Hunders-
‘marck. It was Hundersmarck
whose ticketing of teens eventu-
‘ally snowballed into the organiz-
ing of YES.

“It turned inte a positive,

semi=annual:

ArarnCce

that's the important thing," said
Hundersmarek. “If anything,
maybe we've bridged the gap a
bit and we're able to see where
each other stands ... and nothing
but good comes from that.”

Hundersmarck met with Wen-

dell Sikes, whose son, Matt, is
oné of the presidents of YES and
was one of the four teens ticket-
ed.

“I'm glad that’s all over with,”
said Sikes, who shook hands

| Attendance sparse at first Youth Forum event 3

with Hundersmareck. *I think -
the police are changing, and I"
think a positive like YES has
been developed.” 5

YES has at least three other -
activities planned for the sum-_.
mer.. They include July 13, A ,
Night at the Improv at the Ply-
mouth Community Arts Couneil;,
July 28, a video lock-in at the,
Arts Council; and Aug. 17, dance .
lessons and a dance at the Sum- , .
mit in Canton.
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