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STAPY PROTO BY TOM HAWLEY
Golng crazy: Kirsten
Wood, 9 of Livonia, shoots -
a Crazy Bone in the battle
game. Crazy Bones has
sparked a new interest in
“classic” games. /Bl

AT HOME

Great gardens: Take a
walk through these beau-
tiful gardens in commu-
nities of western Wayne
County and Farmington,
starting on June 24./D1

| " ENTERTAINMENT

Dance: The Peter Spar-
ling Dance Company ven-
tures into a new arena at
the Ann Arbor Summer
Festival./E1

Community theater:

. Vengeful ghost haunts

audiences at Trinity
House Theatre./E1

Doin’ something right:
Some folks are top sales
representatives. How do
they think and how do
they work?/F1

Apartments/G3
At Home /D~
Automotive /J3
Classified/F,.G,H,J
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index/Fé
Crossword /FT
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HomeTown Classifieds
WORRK!

“I tried all the other
papers, but the best
results are from the
O&E.”

—[rene P.

Huntington Woods

Place your ad today!

734-591-0900

votes se

Batti

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER » =t

It was a close race until the very end,
however the two incumbents prevailed
in winning re-election to the Plymouth-
Canton school board in Monday's elec-
tion.

Trustees Judy Mardigian (1,532
votes) and Liz Givens (1,529 votes) will

anton

hometownnewspapers.net

Canton, Michigan

. Incumbents Judy Mardigian and Elizabeth
Givens retained their seats on the Plymouth-
Canton school board Monday. Fewer than 100

ted both from challenger Carl

each serve four more years on the
board of trustees. :

Finishing a close third was chal-
lenger Carl Battishill (1,447), followed
by James Donahue (549) and Kathleen
Payne (364). ‘

“I think it came down to working
really hard, and having & lot of people
who believed in me help me with a
grass roots campaign,” said Mardigian,

Mardigian, Givens keep seats

i

the top vote getter. *I was told by
many people that they wanted someone
who would represent the community,
and I think they saw that in the end.”

Givens said she didn't feel there were
any big issues in this year’s election,
with voters wanting to keep the status
quo. i :

“I think people are happy with the
way they see things going in the dis-
trict, and they see this board working
together ... and they want to leave it,”
said Givens. “I think even the teachers
and administrators are happy with the
way things are going.”

The Plymouth-Canton Education
Association earlier-endorsed Givens
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and Battishill, leaving out Mardigian.
because of her part in introducing a
mandate which is forcing teachers and
administrators to make high school
curriculum changes in exchange for
putting the third high school near the
present two schools.

“Of course I'm disappointed, but we

. put on a good race,” said Battishill.

“Both of the incumbents are very good
and respectable, and I have nothing
but confidence in them.”

A total of 2,906 people voted in Mon-
day’s election, which is approximately
3.5 percent of the distriet's nearly

Ploase soc SCHOOL BOARD, A5

Smiles abound: Above, David Butler holds Tamara Busse’s

hair so she can adjust her cap as they join their classmates fil-
ing into Hill Auditorium Sunday for Plymouth Canton’s com-
mencement ceremonies. (Right) Nicole Gilman (left), Amy
Dupuis and Kim Yount celebrate their graduation. More than
500 students concluded their academic careers in the Ply-

" mouth-Canton School District. For additional coverage, please
turn to page A6. Also, check out Sunday’s Observer for cover-
age of Plymouth-Salem’s graduation ceremonies.

Saying goodbye

STAPY PHOTOS BY PAUL HURSCHMANN

Drivers
feel pinch
at pumps

BY HEATHER NEEDHAM
STAFF WRITER

net

Suck it up.

That appears to be the overwhelm-
ing sentiment among frustrated
motorists shelling out hard earned
cash to fill their gas tanks at Canton
and Plymouth-area gas stations.

Some are paying as much as $60 to
fill largeér vehicles like trucks and
sport-utility vehicles. Most said they
have begun making fewer unnecessary
trips and pay closer attention to pump
prices.

“I think it's obscene,” said Betty
Dyas of Canton while filling up a mid-
gized sedan Tuesday at the Total gas
station on Ford and Canton Center
“I'm not going out as much. 'm stick-
ing closer to home.”

Prices at Total Tuesday ranged from
$2.09 to $2.23 per gallon.

Elaine Cawood of Canton said she’s
been having a tough time believing
some of the rumors about why prices
are 8o high. She was filling up a full-
size pick-up, which cost her about $60.

“They're trying to say the gas spill in
Jackson had something to do with it
but it doesn’t,” Cawood said. “Prices
were high before that.”

She said she feels especially sorry for
teenagers just trying to keep their

591-0900

Newsroom: 734-459-2700

STAPY PHOTO BY PAUL HURSCHMANY
Gas gouge: The prices along
Ford Road in Canton were
among the highest in the area
Monday, with the Amoco at
Haggerty Road advertising
$2.099 per gallon for regular
unleaded.

tanks full for driving to and from work
“It's hard for them to try to fill their
gas tanks.”
One Canton gas station owner, who
asked not to be named, said his compa
ny, ExxonMobil, has begun receiving

Please see GAS PRICES, A2

Attorney set to appeal
ruling in court race

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER
thruscato@oe.homecomm.net

One of two local attorneys left off the
August primary ballot in the race for
385th District Court judge says he’ll
continue the battle to face incumbent
judge Ron Lowe.

Despite a Circuit Court ruling dis-
missing a lawsuit aimed at getting him
on the ballot, William Selinsky of
Northville Township wilt take his case
to the Michigan Court of Appeals.

Selinsky’s decision comes after Chief

Wayne County Circuit Court Judge
Michael Sapala ruled last month he
had no jurisdiction to put Selinsky ‘and
Plymouth Township attorney Peter Bec
on the ballot, despite a mistake by the
Secretary of State’s office which pre-
vented both from being put on the pri:
mary ballot to face Lowe.

“We're going to conduct an analysis
of the issues, but we believe there are
sufficient issues in the judge's decision
that have a basis for appeal,” said

Please see RACE, A5

Police snag Westland man
after three-community chase

BY HEATHER NEEDHAM
STAFY WRITER
hneedham@oe. homecomm.net

A 21.year-old Westland man was
arraigned on three charges stemming
from a cat-and-mouse chase with Can
ton police that extended into Romulus
and Westland and involved officers
from three police agencies

Daman - Lavern Palmer was
arraigned Monday, June 12, at 35th
District Court in Plymouth on two
counts of fleeing and eluding police and
three counts of malicious destruction to
police vehicles, all felonies. Bond was
set at $5,000 or 10 percent. He pled not

Home Delivery: 734-591-0500

guilty .
Palmer’s preliminary examinatioh
was set for 9 a.m. Monday, June 19
Canton Police Capt. Laura Golles
said Palmer couldn’t have been appre-
hended without the cooperation of the
three departments
“It was a good (cooperative) job
between all three agencies,” Golles
said, adding that the two separsta
chases made it particularly difficult fo
apprehend him «
“ Palmer) went everywhere,”
Todd Etue of the Michigan Siat:m
post in Taylor said of the chase. “The

Please see POUCE SHARE 1
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Solar lights valued at $160 stolen from Canton home

Three solar lights at an estimated $160 value

were reported taken from a residence in the 7000
block of London sometime before Sunday, June 11,
Five lights were also reportedly stolen. Police have
Alcohol violation

.. An 18-year-old Ypsilanti man was cited for
underage possession of alcohol and failure to wear
a seat belt around 8 p.m. Sunday near the inter-
section of Michigan and Sheldon. A polite report
stated that the driver consented to a search of the
vehicle that yielded a bottle of unopened beer
under a passenger seat.

Hit and run

An 18-year-old Canton man reportedly received
minor cuts after being struck by a car around 8:30
p.m, Sunday, Jme 11. A police report stated the

S5 ,;i g -

B COP CALLS

man had been walking westbound on the south
gide of Michigan Avenue near Belleville Road
when a black Ford Escort struck him, causing cuts
to his right ear, shoulder and side of his face. He
told police he was trying to walk from Ypsilanti to
Canton. He also repeatedly declined medical treat-
ment and said he did not wish to prosecute the
driver. Police escorted him to his residence.

Vehicle fire

Canton police responded to a report of a vehicle
being engulfed in flames early Monday, June 12, in
the 1700 block of Columbus. The police report stat-
ed the car had a gas can, also engulfed in flames,
sitting underneath the rear bumper. The vehicle's
owner, a 20-year-old Canton man, said one of his

keys was broken off in the ignition, allowing it to
be started without a key. Police have no suspecta. -

Vehicle break-in : i

Someone reportedly broke into a 1889 Mercury
Cougar parked in a lot at Michigan-Canton Auto
Repair, 43511 Michigan Ave,, sometime before
Saturday, June 10. Taken were a dashboard
stereo, equalizer, compact disc changer and ampli-
fier with an estimated $2,000-$2,500 value. Dam:

- aged were the passenger door, frame and window,

rear seat, trunk lid and lock totaling an estimated
$1,000. The shop owner told police the suspect
may have entered through a gap in the fence.

lia Sundny following a traffic stop, according to

reports. A vehicle search netted a plastic bag of
marijuana and rolling papers. The man was also
¢ited for driving with a suspended license.
Assault - :

A 58-year-old Wayne man reported being
assaulted while using a pay phone at a gas station
at Ford and Haggerty. A police report stated he
was using the phone when a man walked over
from B.J.’s Bowery, 41275 Ford, and told him to
“stop staring.” The victim said without warning,
the man hit him several times with his fists and
knocked him to the ground. His attacker then
reportedly returned to his vehicle, a dark-colored
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Police have no suspects,
Drug arrest

A man of undisclosed age and residence was
cited for possession of marijuana and parapherna- - suspect.

Gas prices /. p
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: Ford Mustang, and fled the scene on eastbound
Ford Road. The victim told police the man might

. have attacked him because he saw him smoking a
joint in his vehicle. Police were una_ble to locate t.be

gasoline shipments from Niles in
southwest Michigan, near the
Indiana border. Prior to the
June 7 gas spill near Jackson,
they received gasoline from
Woodhaven. ;

- quantities,” he said. “(The com-
pany’s) trying to get everybody
to not run out of gas." i

A press release from Exxon-
Mobil stated that delivery quan-
tities would be 40-60 percent of

‘normal load size as a result of
the gasoline spill. The increased

- driving distance combined with

the cleanup efforts from the spill

have both helped keep gas prices

“I'd like to see prices come
down,” he said.

At the Speedway Station at
Sheldon and Ann Arbor Road in
Plymouth Township, one cus-
tomer said she thought $2.09 per
gallon gas was a bargain. Prices
ranged from $2.09 to $2.23 per
gallon Tuesday.

“I’'m just trying to figure out
why prices are so high,” said

- Julie Peruzzi of Plymouth Town-
. -ship after putting two gallons of

gas for $5 in her Mercury
Cougar. “Fortunately, I don't
have to drive very much.”
Inside, a cashier, who asked
not to be named, said she bears
the brunt of customers’ displea-
sure.
. “It stinks and I get yelled at

~ all the time,” she said.

Mike Lazorka of Plymouth
Township said he’s glad he trad-
ed in his Ford Expedition before
the gas price hike. Now he drives
a slightly smaller Ford Explorer.
He was pumping at the Clark
‘gtation at 950 8. Main in Ply-
mouth, where prices Tuesday
ranged from $2.07 to $2.27 per
~ gallon. :

“If I had (an Expedition) right
now I'd go broke,” he said, When
he bought his Explorer a year
ago, he said he paid about $18 to
fill it up. Now it costs about $31.

A-manager at Blackwell Ford

“We’ve been getting smaller .

B ‘I'm just trying to
figure out why prices
are so high."

Julie Peruzzi
—Plymouth Township driver

in Plymouth Township said so
far people aren’t trading in their
hulking' sport-utilities for small-
er sets of wheels. At least not
yet. - -

“We really haven't seen too
much of that,” said Tim DeHori-
ty, service manager. “But if the
prices keep going up, anything
could happen.

“Most of the people who have
(large sport-utilities) have the
money so they don't care (about
gas prices).”

Like frustrated customers at
gas pumps, the Plymouth Can-
ton Community School District
is feeling the pinch as well.

Marv Bartell, Piymouth-Can-
ton’s transportation director,
said the district uses about 2,000
gallons of gas each week, On
May 8, the district paid 92 cents
per gallon and $1,847 to fill its
reservoir, By June 7, those num-
bers jumpeéd to $1.32 and $3,315
- a jump of 56 percent, said
Bartell.

Spread over an entire school
year, the district would pay
“$10,000 to $12,000" more for
gas if prices stay at current lev-
els, he added. While it’s a signifi-
cant cost, Bartell said the major-
ity of district vehicles run on
diesel fuel.

“The cost of diesel has stayed
pretty steady.”

During the same one-month
period, diesel prices rose by 4
cents per gallon, Bartell said,
adding that-all of the district
buses run on diesel. - }

“We're trying to use diesel
vehicles as much as possible.”

Staff writer Scott Daniel con-
tributed to this report.

It's like making two investments at once.

"+ Open a checking account at- Community
Federal = Credit . Union, - and you'll
immediately = benefit from our truly
outstanding financial service.

~ Open a checking

account here,

- TOTAL
IQUIDITY -

ADVANTAGE SAVINGS

525¢ | |

$10,000 - $24,999 S.OO%,’ | Enjoy 30-50% off selected merchandise throughout the store.

) adiust

And for every checking account opened
between now and July 31, Community
Federal ‘will contribute 1% of the new
balances to support education in the
communities we serve.*

The Plymouth-Canton Community recipient
is the Educational Excellence Foundation
and their effort to purchase new globes for
every classroom in the district. :
Open your checking account today, and help
us support. this worthwhile endeavor. You
will also discover how wonderful it is to do
business with neighbors, friends and people
in your community. '

GOTTA

$25,000 +

and make a big
investment here.

Savings off original prices of selected merchandise, as iGent NC

Jacobsons

. Park your money where great rates and total liquidicy
give you a clear savings advantage. i
Rates available for new deposits only. ~
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