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SUNDAY

Graduation and party:
Canton and Salem high
schools will hold respec-
tive commencement exer-
cises at 1:30 and 5 p.m.
today at Hill Auditorium
on the University of
Michigan-Ann Arbor
campus. The schools will
host an all-night senior
party beginning at 9 p.m.
at Salem. The party is
open to all P-CEP gradu-
ating seniors. Tickets are
$35.

TUESDAY

Local govermment: The
- Canton Township Board
of Trustees holds a regu-
“dar meeting 7 p.m. at the
administration building,
1150 S. Canton Center.

SATURDAY

Tutor ttaining The Com-
munity Literacy Council

* Inc. will hold its last vol-
unteer tutor training ses-
sion of the 2000

spring / summer season 10
a.m.-2:30 p.m. at the Ply-
mouth District Library,
223 S. Main St., Ply-
mouth. For more informa-

tion call (734) 416-49086.
Apartments/E7 Movies /C4
Arts /C1 New Homes/E1
Automotive /H6 Obituaries /A8
Classified/E,G,M Real Estate/E1.
Crossword Service Guide /HS
Puzzie /ES Sports/B1
Jobs/G1 Taste/D1
Malls/C6 Travei /C10
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“O&E ads really
work. I sold my Grand
| Prix right away.”

: Leo L.
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ying an expansxon of
the townshi 's 22-year-old

administration building.
BY SCOTT DANIEL
STAFF WRITER

iel@oe.hom: net

Expanding the. township's adminis-

“tration building isn’t a question of if,

but when, according to Canton officials.

Nearly every square inch of the 22-
year-old facility is being utilized for
personnel and storage. Without addi-
tional space, the township’s ability to

serve will ultimately bé affected,
Administrative and Community Ser-
vices Director Dan Durack said.

“We're not in an immediate crisis,”
he added. “But we're quickly approach-
ing capacity. We're running out of
ideas of where to put people.”

The lack of room at township hall is
already impacting hiring practices,
Durack said.

“At this point, the first question is
where are you going to put this per-
son,” he commented.

The township has had to take a cre-
ative approach to fully utilize its cur-
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Lrowded: Dan Durack, Canton’s admmastratwe and community

~ services director, shows space that used to be his office and is

now a conference room and storage for the engineering depart-

ment

Last day: Ryan Silva and
Amanda Suder, both of Can-
ton, embrace among a group of
their friends following the end
of classes for the class of 2000
at Plymouth Salem High
School Wednesday. In the
photo at right, Kristen Dillen-
beck waits in traffic to exit the
Salem parking lot.

Saying goodbye at Salem

Landlord:
still owns

BY SCOTT DANIEL
STAPF WRITER
daniel@oe.hom

net

While developable land is quickly
disappearing in Canton, the township
is sitting on more than 200 acres.

Many of the parcels lay south of Ford
Road, according to public records. The
township, for example, owns all four
corners at Michigan Avenue and Shel-
don roads - worth an estimatéd $7.5
million.

Finance Director Tony Minghine said
the township buys and holds land for
several reasons. Chief among those is

addresging future community needs.

“When we buy land it's typically as
an insurance policy for future facility
needs,” Minghine commented.

Canton must be aggressive in pursu-
ing land, he adds, or be left out in the
cold. -

“It's being developed so quickly,”
Minghine uid “that if we don't act, it
will be gone.”

The township acquires land by vari-

: 734-591-0900

Township
200 acres

B ‘When we buy land it's
typically as an insurance
policy for future facility
needs. It's being developed
so quickly that if we don’t
act, it will be gone.’

~Tony Minghine,

Canton finance director

ous methods. Tax sales are common,
Minghine said. Others come as swaps
or at no charge. Canton received a
small parcel for allowing the Sauk
Trails landfill to expand, for example

Land purchases are almost always
done with cash, Minghine said. Can
ton’s Board of Trustees must sign off
on any deal

Most of the parcels are 20 acres or
less.

Newsroom: 734-459-2700

District
open to
charter
idea

BY HEATHER NEEDHAM
STAFF WRITER
hneedham@oe homecomm.net

The question about whether the Ply-
mouth-Canton district opens up its
own charter scheol will be best
answered by parents and other mem-
bers of the community, not school dis-
trict officials.

That's according to Plymouth-Can-
ton Superintendent Kathleen Booher,

- who remarked during Wednesday's

Canton Chamber of Commerce lun-
cheon, about opening a district-char-
tered school

“The board (of ‘education) has been
interested for some time,” Booher said
of the charter school issue,

Ideally, charter schools provide an
opportunity for specialized education,
she added. Most charter schools incor-
porate a particular theme, such as
technology and fine arts, or gear cur-
riculum toward mfted and tmnted
students.

“We'd have to look at what type of
charter would best suit the needs of
the community,” Booher said. “I think
that nationwide, we're in‘an environ-
ment where education choice is very
high on people’s agendas.”

She said meeting with parents and
other community members is the best
way to determine what type, if any,
charter school should bé opened.

“It's only an idea at this point.”

SBue Davis, board president, said Ply-

Please see CHARTER, A2

BY SCOTT DANIEL .
STAFF WRITER
sdaniel@oe. homecomm.net

Music lovers are in for an extra
treat this year with Canton’s sum-
mer concert series

The program is starting a week
early with “The 3 of Us” taking the
township amphitheater stage on
Thursday. The group will perform a

variety of rock and roll classics
starting at 7:30 p.m
“It's grown and become one of our

most popular events,” said Canton
Parks and Recreation Manager Bob
Dates. “It’s not unusual for us to
have over 1,000 people on a nice
summer night.”

The concert series began in the
early 19908 with the opening of the
amphitheater. It has expanded
each year since, a« cording to Dates

“We get a lot of families that
come out and enjoy the park and
the music,” he added

Summer concert series |
gets off to early start |

In years past, the senes started a
N L : |
week after Canton's annual Liberty |
Festival in late June ‘
*We felt the time was right to |
start earlier,” said Dates i
The concert series will run for |

eight weeks. Besides music, resi

dents can enjoy food and other |
entertainment

Light concessiong, such as so ft
drinks, popeorn and candy, are sold

by the township. Local restaurants
like Central City Dinner and Max
& Erma's also provide free food
i.i{‘.‘»['x'n‘\ Dates said

Paddleboat rides are anothe:
feature of the event, he
added. For 81, concert-goers can
paddle around township ponds
Besides the rides, Dates said chil
dren receive free balloons

Here's a list of concerts coming
up this summer

B Jurne 15 - “The 3 of Us” sings

Please see CONCERTS, A4
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woman’s purse, which contained
$400 cash, reports said. The
woman mld police she went to
the Canton restaurant at about
11:15 p.m. to pick up a neighbor
whcworhuamnmratthe
establishment.

Reports said she was waiting
near an exit door when the man
came up from behind her and

the purse. He then fled
aut the door and jumped into a
vehjcle described as a late 1980s
blue hatchback.

The Canton woman's neighbor
witnessed the event, reports
said. He told police he knew the
suspect, who had worked at the
restaurant a year earlier. He

police he noticed his front door

ajar and heard a noise from

within the home.
When he went in to investi-

_gate, the man was gone, reports

said. The homeowner reported
nothing missing

Police are mvesngatmg the
incident.
Stolen car

A T4-year-old Canton man's
1991 Chevy Impala was stolen

from his home in the 39000

block of Warreri early Monday,
according to police reports, -

The vehicle was locked and
plrked in front of his home

when it-was stolen. Reports said -

there was no broken glass or

Booher focuses on education

trict over the next few years,
-according to Supérintendent
Kathleen Booher.

‘That's what the district's top
administrator told a modest
gathering Wednesday at the
Canton Chamber of Com-
merce’s Economic Club lun-
cheon, Booher said funding
could be cut if a charter school
opens at Ford and Ridge roads
this fall.

“If the charter 'school opens
in Canton,” she commented,
“there's a potential for some of
our students to leave, It would
be less money going into our
coffers.”

Booher briefly outlined the

STAFY POTO BY PAUL HURSCEMANN

Speaker' Plymouth-Canton Community Schools

. Superintendent Kathleen Booher delivers her

keynote address at the Canton Chamber of Com-

gwrce Economic Club meeting Wednesday at the
ummit.

45 administrators, the district

‘is by far the largest employer

in Canton. :

Staffers have a diverse and
challenging student population
to deal with, Booher said.

“Children today are bringing
more issues to school than 25
years ago,” she added.

The district is exploring new
ways to work with its studerits.

Nearly 800 students receive
special education or English as
a second language services,
said Booher. The district has
also actively sought business
partnerships in the commumty.
she said.

“They provide special expen- ;
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PLYMOUTH-CANTON SCHOOL BOARD ELECTION

Board member.

union.

ship treasurer

Occupation: Music teach-
er in West Bloomfield.

Community
ment: Former teacher at
Canton High School; former
Plymouth-Canton School

Married, two children
—Endorsement: Teachers’

James Donahue
Occupation: Law enforce-
ment consultant.
Community
ment: Former Canton Town-

Married, two.grown chil-

— )

Involve- pupil

dent achievement; slip-
ping MEAP scores; per-
foundation
money; employee satis-
faction. “I think there
are good things we

cquld be doing if we

work hard together and
make good decisions.”

Concerns about board
performance, particu-

larly involving student

Involve-

discipline; the board'’s
handling of district

finances; accountability

of school board mem-

schools) drain a lot of
resources and a lot of
kids  from  public
.schools. They don’t have
the same expectations
for reporting that (pub-
lic schools) do.”

Doesn’t public school
dollars should be spent
on private school stu-
dents. “We already have
an outstanding base in
this district with good,
creative programs. We

|
tion. “In my conversa- !
tions, I sense there are |
people who are unhap- |
py working here. There

is so 'much push to |
improve that sometimes ‘
we do things that are |
counter-productive.”

Handling of district
finances. “The board is
wasting ... blowing ...
millions of dollars a
year. Nobody is autho-
rizing the bills before
the money is spent.

a gift from Jacobson's means more §

The golf aficionado in your fife will appreciate this pewter flask,
which depicts. the Pebble Beach course
Cast in England by Baekgaard. $65
In Men's Furnishings

said the suspect came into the gther signs of forced entry left state of the district in her 45- ences for our young peop]e dren bers. Just kave to focus on the ~ What authority does the
resctlaurant shortly before it was where it was parked. Police have minute talk. While charter lier grades.” a college instructor before mov- Booher commented. customer. staff have to spend it
to close, reports said. : no suspects. schools present a threat, she " Booher began her stint as _ing into public school adrmms In terms of charter Bchools. without approval? { -
The manager also provided d ” said Plymouth-Canton’s stu- gsuperintendent in January. tration. she said “they do constitute
P:ﬁlce Wlftl; a tiescn:;xon agd F 1A0Pel'ty esdtl wesion. dent population is still on the She previously served as super- “I've thoroughly enjoying my competition.” But she said Ply- aCO SOI | S
zu :ralcl:o:d:ﬁ: :g!;epo:t\;t ';'h: e tsllrey:teorle :;I;Lfggg r::)t_ll; m“e\ive‘ve T g;pe;ietqt %aﬂ;f Bsrédey School ~ opportunity to join this commu- ;‘llith-(?anwn is ready to fight Elizabeth Givens Getting the new “If we lose 300-400 Getting the new e topiriiiign it i e
case is open and Canton police Monday in Canton, reports said. mode for the past several' Berhr begat:lnas:uz:{c.ldle nity,” said Booher. “This com- D2 L o ol o ter Occupation: Marketing schools — Dodson Ele- kids, we lose the foun- buildings done. “We Jaccbtna com

are investigating,

: p = ; : ¢ - e . : progress,
Home invasion block of Conrt View between growth is happening in the ear- ' gocial studies. She later became been even better than 1 ter school,” Booher said. Community Involve- * mouth High School — ter market the district. _ important the money is
Police are looking for a 17- to. 6:30 and 8 a.m., reports said. 3 ment: Incumbent school built: increasing the = Parents don’t automati-  spent properly. We also |

20-year-old white male believed
to have broken into a Willow
Creek street resident’'s home
Monday afternoon.

His 1990 BMW was parked at
a girlfriend’s home in the 40000

The man discovéred two of his
tires slashed. An estimated $500
damage was. done to the vehicle,
reports said.

years,” said Booher. “The major

school teacher of English and

. Charter from page Al

munity was a huge factor in my
decision to come here. It has

ested in starting its own char-

mouth-Canton and other school
districts, like any other busi-
nesses, are driven by the need
to compete.

“Charter schools are going to

B ‘Charter schools are going to be our competi-
tion. We should find out what type of charter

school people want.’

Assessment Program must be
administered to students.
Phyllis E. Robinson, director
of learning services for Wayne
County Regional Educational

and public relations for a reli-
gious organization.

board member;
tions committee.

Endorsements:
Observer newspapers and the
teachers’ union.

Judy Mardigian .
Oe¢cupation: Co-owner of
a third-party health insur-

mentary,

labor-rela-

Discovery

Middle School and Ply-

state foundation grant;

improving the labor-

The

management system.

State funding; school
vouchers; district-wide
grnwrh.‘ continuing the

dation grant. We're
looking at ways to bet-

cally send children to
public schools. We have
people looking for
choice.”

Sees them as a poten-
tial-competitor for stu-
dents; thinks they don’t

have three schools in

and it's

have some redistricting
issues to address at the
elementary level.” ~

The district’s founda-
tion grant. “I've been
very tnvolved in lobby-

a gift from Jacobson’s means more -

be our competition,” Davis said. -Sue DGULS,‘ : ; arice support organization. efforts started over have the same level of ing for more money
“We should find out what type Plymouth-Canton school trustee Service Agency, said Inkster Community involve- recent years. accountability; thinks  from Lansing. i've
of charter school people want.” @d l?etroxt are the only county ment; Incumbent ‘schuol charter schools will put  he Iped with local leg-
But developing charter 5 districts to charter their own board member; committee on a drain on the district’s islative summits and
schools costs money. Some dis- schools. Inkster has one and class sizes. state foundation grant. attend meetings ... to
» tricts find they don't have the Detroit has 11. Married dialogue on how to find
. Don’t let your child fall behind this resources to do it on their own - 100k at developing it,” she said. lottery system. Charter schools RESA has chartered eight Endorsement: Observer , more money.
~summer., Club ZI's summer programs and team up with other dis- “If we're’ going to do something, are public schools and are open schools, mostly geared toward newspapers.
provide review, enrichment, and tricts, That could he a possibili- We need to determine the inter- to all students. Like public special needs students. Most
preparation for back to school. ty with Plymouth-Canton, est.” schools, they receive per-pupil are in Detroit. . . . 4 e s !
Our gqualified Teachers provide Davis said. Getting a charter school built funding from the st?ate.ptﬁe Cost is the biggest pro- Kathleen Payne Quality and totality I . think -charter The quality of facili- |

Occupation: Law profes-
sor at Michigan State Uni-
versity.

Community involve-
ment: None specified

schools take away from
the public schools, but 1
can understand that
some - people want
options. The question Is
whether you want to
pay for those aptions
with public funds.”

of the facility at the new
Plymouth High School,
most  notahly the
absence of a pool and
an auditorium; lack of
leadership.

ties at the new high
school. “The vote on the
third high school was
split because many |
wanted a full facility.
Others beliete there
needs to be a bond issue

to make it a full high

SC }1:)1:1

“We want to be able to figure
out what kind of school the
. community would support and

can take years, Davis said.
Students for charter schools
are typically chosen through a

teachers must be certified and
state standardized tests like
the Michigan Educational

hibitive factor, Robinson said.
“Fiscal operatlon of schools is
an issue,” she said.

One-on-One Tutoring in the
. -_comfort of your home.
Plymouth/Canton/Farmington Hills
Toll free: 888-817-5225
W, Bloomfield/Lakes/
Commerce T Bloomfield Hills

wp./Waterford/!
call: 248-669-1007
Livonia/Redford/ !

_Lel’s Talk

KIN%

Tuterin® Westland/Garden City
www.clubatutoring.com call: 734-458-1157 .
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