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MONDAY

Local government: The
Canton Planning Com-
mission will hold a regu-
lar meeting at 7 p.m. at
the administration build-
ing, 1150 S. Canton Cen-
ter Road. There are sever-
al public hearings on the
agenda, including
changes at the Canton
Softball Center, Kopper-
nick Corporate Park and
a proposed Logan’s Road-
house restaurant.’

WEDNESDAY

Economic club: Kathleen
Booher, Plymouth-Canton
Community Schools
superintendent, will be
the featured speaker at
the Canton Economic
Club luncheon. The pro-
gram begins at noon at
the Summit. Admission is
$15 for Canton Chamber
of Commerce members
and $20 for non-members.
Call the chamber, (734)
453-4040, for reservations
by Monday, June 5.

THURSDAY

Air times: The Plymouth-
Canton School Board
Candidates’ Forum, taped
by MediaOne at the Ply-
mouth District Library
last week, will air three
times in the next seven
days. The forum airs at
5:30 p.m. Thursday, June
8, and again Friday, June
9, at 7 p.m. on Channel
25 (for MediaOne sub-
scribers). The final broad-
cast comes at 5:30 p.m.
Saturday, June 10, on
Channel 18.
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HomeTown Classifieds
WORK!

“The Observer &
Eccentric ad I placed
ran only one day and
I was able to hire a
housekeeper immedi-
ately. Great job!

—A.C.

To place a classified ad: 734-591-0900

Your hometown newspaper serving Canton for 25 years

hometownnewspapers.net

Canton, Michigan

tudents from Hulsing Elemen-
tary got a taste of an-earlier
time as they visited the Geer
one-room schoolhouse at the corner
of Gottfredson and Ann Arbor Roads
in Salem Township Thursday.
Norman Rockwell would have felt
right at home in the refurbished
schoolhouse, complete with an out-
house. The fourth-graders spent the
entire day replicating life in a sim-
pler time as part of a unit on Michi-
gan's history. All of the fourth grade
classes in the district spend any-
where from a day to a week in the
classroom.
Thursday's session began with the

Schoolhouse -
rocks

Lesson plan: Nahlye Jong, 9, with her shoe untied (from left), Amanda Raupp, 10, Katie Hen-
nen, 10, Katie Shull, 9, and Amanda Kiel, 10, take their turns reading from their lesson
before teacher Beth Sexton. Classmate Kyle Broderick, 11, spends some time in the corner
with a dunce cap. Above, Monic Williamson, 9, listens to Sexton.

Visit to one-room
school gives kids
history lesson

singing of
the The
S Lfoe:r
Spangled
Banner.
Students
then prac-
ticed
spelling on
their
erasable
slates, read lessons from their read-
ers, undertook arithmetic problems
and Geography and History lessons.
They even got a chance to enjoy
recess, playing games of the era
such as Red Rover and other socially

Playlng their parts: The students dressed in cos-
tumes of the turn-of-the-century for the outing.

oy

STAFY PROTOS BY PAUL HURSCEMANN

interactive contests.

“They are amazingly well-behaved
when we come here,” said teacher
Beth Sexton, who was often heard
telling the students to sit up
straight. “They really enjoy this.”

~ By Paul Hurschmann

Top gun

Teen says Naval Academy is his calling

BY TRACEY BIRKENHAUER
STAFF WRITER

When he visited the Naval Academy
in Annapolis, Md., John Zahodne felt
at home,

“It was just so organized and regi-
mented,” said the Canton resident and
Dearborn Divine Child senior graduat-
ing sixth in his class today. “I said, ‘It's
someplace where' I think I can be chal-
lenged.”

On June 30, he'll join the United
States Naval Academy’s class of 2004.

“There’s a big variety,” he said. “I'm
keeping my options open. I'm trying for
aviation. | want to fly an F-18."

The United States Naval Academy,
established in 1845, is the undergradu-
ate college for the Navy that prepares

young men and women to become pro
fessional officers in the U.S. Navy and
Marine Corps. Most aviators serve
seven years after they complete their
initial flight training.

Zahodne had many educational
choices. He was offered a National
Merit Scholarship from the University
of Pittsburgh and full-ride scholarships
to Ohio State and Ball State. He
received calls from Duke University
and Georgetown University, too

“It just never appealed to me,” he
said, “I don't know what I would have
done after graduation.”

He'd like to become a politician. He's
not sure what type !

“I'm just looking at getting through
the summer,” he said

He's looking forward to six weeks of
training that includes plenty of run-
ning and other strenuous exercise. To
prepare, he's been running three to
four miles a day, weight lifting and
doing at least 100 push-ups and sit-ups
daily

In the beginning, his mother was
reluctant to see Zahodne leave home.

“As she learned more about it, she
kinda turned around,” Zahodne said
“It was like all the men in her life were

leaving.”

In April 1999, John's father, Michael
Zahodne, died of complications related
to juvenile onset diabetes. He was 41
He had been sick for most of John's life

For more than 10 years, Michael

Please see TOP GUN, A4
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MEAP
scores

top state
average

'@ Plymouth-Canton stu-
dents did well on the math
rtion of the most recent
tests. Teachers will
now target reading to help
boost scores in that area,
‘school officials said.

Plymouth-Canton fourth- and sev-
enth-graders scored higher than the
state average in the most recent round
of Michigan Educational Assessment
Program testing.

Results of the test were released
Wednesday. The test was adminis-
tered in late January and early Febru-

As was the case in many metro
Detroit districts, Plymouth-Canton's
math scores were higher than the
reading scores. Bob Hayes, Plymouth-
Canton’s director of instruction, said
students scored much higher at get-
ting information from stories than
they did from informational reading,
such as science texts.

“Our math, science and social stud-
ies teachers all have to be reading
teachers,” Hayes said “Students need
test-taking strategies and strategies

Please see MEAP, A4

Canton
woman

killed in
accident

Debbie Bachus of Canton, a Wayne-
Westland school secretary killed while
riding an all-terrain vehicle in' Alcona
County, is being remembered as a car-
ing employee who was liked by all.

“This has been a real tragedy for
everybody,” Superintendent Greg
Baracy said. “We’re not only shocked
but deeply saddened by the untimely
death of Debbie.”

 Please see ACCIDENT, A4

BTAFY PROTO BY PAUL HURSCRMANN
New plebe: John Zahodne
wears a Naval Academy polo
style shirt in the driveway of
his family’s home in Canton

Wanted: Volunteers to sling for archery tourney

BY HEATHER NEEDHAM
STAFF WRITRR
hneedham@oe homecomm.net

Members of the U.S. Olympic
Archery Team will be among the 600-
plus archers attending the 116th annu-
al National Archery Target Champi-
onships at Heritage Park in Canton.

The tournament, ¢considered the

largest of its kind, will be held July 31
Aug. 4. The 2000 United States
Olympic Archery Team will make the
Canton stop its firial tournament
before the Summer Olympic Games in
Sydney, Australia. The archers hail
from Canada, Mexico, Europe, China
and other countries, It is free and open
to the public

Newsroom: 734-459-2700

In order to make the festival success
ful, however, volunteers are needed to
do everything from sell merchandise to
interpret for the Chinese archers, said
Debby Bradley, volunteer coordinator
About 30 volunteers are needed for
each day of the festival. Opportunities
are available for 5-hour morning and
afternoon shifts. Volunteers who work

whole days receive T-shirts and lunch
oS

“1 can accommadate just abeut any
body who's willing to help,” Bradley
said

Volunteers are also needed for regis
tration, merchandise sales, score run

Please see ARCHERY, A4
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Tour showcases school renovatlons

i WAYNE-WESTLAND

BY DOUG JOBNSON

STAFF WRITER ;
Wayne-Westland school board members

and administrators toured their district via

bus recently for a close look at some of the

construction and renovation projects cur-.

rently under way.

The improvements are being paid for by a
voter-approved 1998 bond issue that desig-
nated $82 million for construction and $26
million for technology upgrades.

Included in the tour were walk-throughs
at the William D. Ford Career/Technical

‘Center, Adams Middle School, Taft-Galloway

Elementary School and Walker-Winter Ele-
mentary School.

School Superintendent Greg Baracy said
the extensive projects will eventually touch
every school in the district and the work is

“on time and within budget.”

Representatives of the construcmm man-
agement firm of McCarthy and Smith Inc. of
Redford Township, and from the architects
for the project, TMP Associates of Bloomfield
Hills, also took part in the tour.

Some highlights:

B At the Ford Center, tour members saw

the new 90-seat lecture hall, and large addi-

tions to the auto body lab, construction

;;ndes room, CAD-CAM lab and welding
bs.

They also toured videc/media production
labs and a new computer lab for graphic
design courses. About two dozen computers
will be installed there along with airbrush
and sign-making equipment. .

About $5.5 million is being spent for con-
struction at Ford and another $2.1 million is
set aside for equipment. Mechanical work is
at about 95 percent complete at Ford;
cement flooring is due to be poured in the
auto shop lab in the next few days.

The lecture hall will be available to the
pubtic for small groups to rent and the dis-
trict can use it for staff in-service. Each seat
will have a “drop” for such things as laptop
computers and phone lines.

Most of the building’s duct work is
exposed, with ceiling tiles removed as the
facility is being wired for technology.

B At Adams the board saw new rooms for
choir and instrumental music as well as new
administrative offices.

About half the classrooms at Adams have
been redone; the other half will be done this
summer.

Most impressive at Adams is a new vault-
ed ceiling entryway with multi-colored geo-
metric tile on the floor.

B Taft-Galloway students meved into a
new building just after Easter. Baracy said

' the move went smoothly. Students packed a

grocery bag full of their stuff before spring
break; they returned to their old classroom
after break, found their things and went to
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STArF PEOTO BY TOM HAWLEY

Geometric: A delegatton led by Wayne-Westland Superintendent Greg
Baracy walks through the newly-tiled corridors of Adams Middle School.
Canton residents in the Wayne-Westland district attend Adams.

their new rooms.

“It couldn’t have gone better,” Baracy said.

The two-story structure was dictated by
the small site at Galloway as well as the
need to keep the old school in place.

Assistant Superintendent Charlotte Sher-
man said the old Taft building, parts of it
dating to the 1940s, will be torn down this
month. Asbestos abatement in the old struc-
ture is under way now, but the building is
sealed off from the new school.

The site at Taft is next to a city of Wayne
park. “The city has been great” Baracy said.
And temporary work road and other outside
improvements will be done this summer.

Brick work on a stage addition to the mul-
tipurpose room was nearing completion as ‘of
Monday. Six big windows will bring lots of
light into the new curved-wall instructional
materials center. Dark green and dark blue
ceramic tiles accent the hallways and door-
ways. The tiles’ practical application: kids
fingerprints and pencil marks come off easi-
ly.

At Walker-Winter on Michigan Avenue in
Canton, across from the Ford truck plant,
board members saw an essentially completed
renovation which includes refurbished class-
rooms and brand new classrooms. Some
exterior surfaces will be finished as soon as
the weather is warm enough.

Baracy proudly pointed to an old fireplace
from the original one-room school house on
the site. It has become the focal point of the
office renovation and includes low-slung
wooden seats on either side just right for
small children.

Don’t let your clnld fall behind this
summer. Club Z!'s summer programs
-provide review, enrichment, and
preparation for back to school.

QOur qualified Teachers provide
One-on-One Tutoring in the

comfort of your home.

death of his brother.

CALL TOLL FREE

888-817-5225

being struck.

on the sceng.

Graduate

A 35-year-old Canton man is
facing manslaughter charges in
connection with the January

Ziad Naim Khoury was
arraigned Tuesday at 35th Dis-
trict in Plymouth on the felony
charge. It carries a maximum
penalty of 15 years in jail. 27.

Khoury's 1989 Mercury Mar-
quis was struck broadside by a
northbound train on Warren
Road just east of Lotz. Police
believe the township man drove
around warning gates before

. Force of the impact knocked
the car into a nearby ravine just
north of Warren. Mazin Naim
Khoury, 32, a passenger in the
Marquis, was pronounced dead

Board members Skip Monit, Martha Pit-
genbarger and Teresa Robbins all offered
comments:

“Based on the amount of work we have to
do it is encouraging to see it is going so well.
It is good that the voters can see that what
we ‘promised has come to fruition. I'm look-
ing forward to the next few years with all
the buildings tied together (with technology
and networks) and all the buildings renovat-
ed and revamped.” Monit said.

“] think we have a superb record so far in
completing our projects,” Pitsenbarger said.
“Things are running on time and it is
because of quality people; the administration
hired quality people and the result is work is
being done in a timely manner.”

“Im very impressed with all the progress
we've made; we are lucky to have fantastic
consultants (McCarthy-Smith); everything
they promised has come to pass. This project
will allow our kids to compete with any other
school district in the state and the country,
with everything we are doing with technolo-
gv,” Robbins said. She also said the district
has been lucky that, even with a robust
economy, workers in the skilled trades have
been found for the district’s projects. And
many items have come in under bid.

“The flip side of that is that sometimes
after renovation begins we find problems
that couldn't be seen by the naked eye and
they have to be fixed.”

Five other schools are compléte or near
complete but were not part of the tour: Lin-
coln, Jefferson-Barns, Hoover, Kctﬁermg and
Schweitzer.

Brother faces charge
in train wreck death

' BY SCOTT DANIEL “We felt he was negligent in
81'""‘ wmll.ho B his actions by going around the

gates,” Canton Police Sgt.
Charles Raycraft said.

A preliminary exam date of
June 12 has been set for Khoury
at the district court. A personal
bond of $15,000 was set for
Khoury at arraignment.

The accident occurred at
approximately 5:45 p.m. on Jan.

Police reports said a train was
parked just north of the railroad
crossing facing southbound. A
second train, which police esti-
mate was traveling at 40 miles
per hour, came through the
crossing heading northbound.

According to police, witnesses
saw Khoury looking north before
driving around the warning
gates. Police don't believe drugs
or alcohol were involved in the
incident.

THE BIGGEST
GEMSTONE
EVENT
of the YEAR

the finest
quality and selection of loose
precious and

seml-preclous gemstones
hﬂﬂy(:r&wm

50% 075% OFF
ﬂ%m&,&’

" Manufaaurﬂ of Fine Jew

Since 1944
E. Bush

Gemologist,
509 Ann Arbor Trail (between Lilley & Main) Plymouth

(734) 455-30
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TastHrom Dillion Farmer; 4 of Canton enjoys his
ice cream. His sister, Brittanie, is in the ﬁrst grade
at Walker-Winter Elenwntar:y

t may not have been a
dieter's delight May 24 at
Walker-Winter Elemen-
tary School, but things sure

An ice cream family night
| was offered by the PTO for

. the enjoyment of those associ-
ated with Walker-Winter, a
Wayne-Westland elementary
school located on Michigan
Avenue in Canton.

Family members gathered
at the school to enjoy tasty ice
cream with all the trimmings.

Some found their way out-
doors, playing on the play-
ground equipment.

“They had a great time,”
said Lois Dayton,-a PTO

School is cool for
Walker-Winter
families

member. “They all went out
and played on the play-

The family ice eream social
was held “just to have parents
and kids come to school,” Day-
ton said. It wasn’t a fund-rais-
er.

She estimated attendance
at about 300 people of all

ages.

“We had a wonderful time,”
Dayton said. The selection of
toppings allowed those pre-
sent to customize their ice
cream treat.

Similar secial functions
have been held in the past at
Walker-Winter, she added.

BY SCOTT DANIEL
STAFF WRITER
sdaniel@oe. homecomm.net

Five more‘ people will be

. charged in connection with a dog

fighting event in Canton last
@ month.

Warrants for each have been
approved by the Wayne County
Prosecutor’s office, according to
township police. They'll face
charges of animals attending a
fight and animal fighting, Sgt
Charles Raycraft said.

“We're waiting for them to
turn themselves in,” he added
“We'll give them a week.”

Ronald J. Wroble, 33, of Can-
ton and Jeffrey D. Pepper, 36, of
Belleville were arrested the
night of the dog fights, May 6
Both have subsequently been
bound over to Wayne County
Circuit Court for trial.

Top this: Putting tb‘ﬁbmgs on their ice cream are moth-
er Diane LeFler (right) of Canton, daughters Alexan-
drea (left), Hannah (center) and Sharde (behind).
Below, families spent some time on the school play-
ground, too.

As many as 20 people attended
the dog fights, invelving pit bull
terriers, on Lotz Road south of
Michigan Avenue. Police raided
a home shortly before 10 p.m. on
May 6.

Raycraft said an anonymous
phone call tipped the depart-
ment off to the fights. Police
reports said 15 to 20 people took

Two students from the Ply-
mouth-Canton Educational Park
have been awarded National
Merit Scholarships. Receiving
this prestigious award are Aaron
Konarske from Plymouth Salem
and Luke C. Willlams from Ply-
mouth Canton High School.

A total of 2.500 “national”
awards are the Merit Scholar-
ships for which every Finalist is
considered. These scholarships
are offered on a state represen-
tational basis. in numbers pro-
portional to the state’s percent-
age of the nation’s high school

graduating seniors
14

July 4 parade will
step off bright and early

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER
tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net
Fred Hill said he thought
about changing the time for the
Good Morning USA Fourth-of-
July parade. But, on a quick
second thought, he decided to
stay with the 7:30 a.m. start
because “the time is partially
what the parade is known for.”
So the only changes to this
year's festivities will be in some
of the floats, bands and other
entries that will be marching in
Michigan's, and most likely the
country’s, first-of-the-day July 4
parade.

This year's theme: Great
American Heroes

“Thus far we have about 50
entries in the parade, and no

doubt we'll edge up to about 75,
said Hill, parade organizer
“And that will be about enough
We don’t want it to be too short
or too long. It should take about
an hour and 15 minutes for
someone to see the entire
parade.”

However, Hill is still encourag-
ing organizations, neighborhood
groups and any others who want

to build a float for the event to
give him a call.

This year there are three fea-
tured band floats. They are The
Teen Angels, Mark Randisi and
The Sounds of Sinatra, plus
Steve King and the Dittilies

Other favorites include the
Alexander 8-Horse Mini-hitch,
W.P. Cyclone's Magnificent
High-Wheel Band, the Fifth
Michigan Regiment Band, plus
the Plymouth Fife & Drum
Corps. And, what would a
parade be without the Fred Hill
Briefcase Drill Team?

Throw in pipe and drum corps,
clowns and giant balloons and
you have a parade second to
none

The reason Plymouth's parade
gets many of the area’s top
entries?

“We have no competition at
7:30 in the morning,” Hill said
with a laugh. “Essentially, we
have access to everyone else's
parade. A lot of our entries go
on to a second parade when they
are done here

“We've wrapped up the best
bands in the area, no doubt
about it. We're furlurmu and
ple ned that those who have

again

~man."

e
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dum-:mr parade want to come _,d = :z*_.

back. ol

Historians will tell you about
Plymouth's Fourth-of-July
pdl’:(lt- dating back 50 ye n~ or
more, however this is the fourth
vear for the Good Morning l'.\',\
parade and its early start
“The best spot to watc h the
parade is still the Bleacher Crea-
ture seats at Main and Penni-
Hill said. “For just $10
you get great position next to
where the 'y announce the
and a ba ¥4 of 54 odies th
a megaphone '7 1
some surprise
This year’s parade wil
upwards of $30,000, “about the
same as last year.”
Twao of the major
this }..u\rk- ever
mouth Downtow
Authority and C
Organizations that

parade

include

shaker and

Plymouth

Merit commission seeks Tep.

BY SCOTT DANIEL
STAFF WRITER
sdaniel@oe. homecomm.net

If personnel 1s your forte, Can
ten may just have a job for you

The township s seeking nomi
nations for the employee repre
sentative to 1ts ment commis
sion. Joe Bida, a commissioner

since 1995, resigned earlier this
month

Nominations will be accepted
through Monday, said Canton
Personnel Services Manager
David Medley

“I think they should have an

interest in the subject matter

and should have a general
understanding of business and
municipal government,” he said

of applicants. “If they're ready to
H)J\kl-
parison betweeor

they'll

an apples-to-apples com
business and

government be on the

nght track.”

The merit commission post
runs through Dec. 31, 2001

The commission meets the
fourth Monday of each month at
5:15 p.m. It oversees the person

n\wi ices and activities of
Canten, including the te

of employment of non

8 and

m
conditions
union workers

Approving job
gsalary grade levels, revisions
and upgrades are other duties
As employee representative,
Medley said the new commis
sioner will also take part in
other formal meetings and com
pensation studies

Qualifications for the position
include

MUS (";h!u‘!'x*f’np

descriptions

B Canton residency for at
least one year
B Not holding any other elec

tive or appointive office, place or

FH\*.'. 128} ar L
t State j‘;’;

member of a boand, co

commisson of Canton 1ownsiuy
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Patio furniture!
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r| Dog fight leads
to additional
charges for 5

2 receive Merit Scholarships

oo I

off running into woods adjacent
to the home when officers
arrived. ;

Officers were only able to
apprehend Wroble and Pepper;
Numerous vehicles were towed
from the home, reports indicat-
ed.

Police used license plate infor-
mation and interviewing to track
down the five other suspects,
said Raycraft. It's unlikely any
more arrests will be made.

“We don't know who they are,”
Raycraft commented. “We
tracked them down as best we
could. I think we're probably
done with it."

Three of the suspects will be
charged with animals attending
a fight. The other twa will have
the animals fighting charge
tacked on, said Raycraft.

Inside the Lotz Road home,
police found a “Florida"-type
room where the dogs fights were
held, said Raycraft. The room’s
floor and walls were carpeted
and bloody, he added

Raycraft said it appeared as if
several fights had taken place. A
dozen pit bulls were removed
from the home and taken to an
area animal shelter

Each yvear's competition for
Merit Scholarships is intense
and the number of awards avail
able is limited. From more than
one million 'students whe
entered the year 2000 National
Merit Program only abou}
16,000 were named Semifinal
ists, om a staté representational
In order to advance in the
competition and be considered
for a Merit Scholarship award, &
semifinalist had to become 2
finalist by fulfilling require
ments that included submitting
a detailed scholarship and pre-
senting a record of very high
academic pérformance

basis
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furniture
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Store Hours: Mon., Thurs & Fr

Cornwell Pool & Patio carries
brands and models of outdooy
like Winston

Woodward wrought iron
wicker

874 W. Ann Arbor Road
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the nation’'s most e (‘gdﬂf

Homecrest, Hatteras
Lioyd-Flanders

and aluminum and more!
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3500 Pontiac Trail
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(734) 459-7410

12-4 Closed Wed



http://www.observer-eccenuic.com
http://www.observer-eccentric.com




