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DEAR READERS: 
On Thursday, June 1, a new At 

Home section will debut in your 
Canton Observer. The new sec-
tion is a b roadshee t l ike the 
other sections in your hometown 
Observer. This means more local 
news about gardening , home 
decorating, home improvement 
and landscaping. Many features 
that our readers look forward to 
each week such as "The Appli-
ance Doctor" and "Marketplace" 
continue. 

At Home is designed for people 
who enjoy and care for the i r 
home, who l ike to e n t e r t a i n 
friends and family and who have 
hobbies such as gardening, cook-
ing, home electronics, photogra-
phy and decorating. The mission 
of At Home - with its beautiful 
color cover p h o t o g r a p h s and 
inviting design — is to help our 
r eade r s enjoy the good life in 
their hometown. 

Look for t he r edes igned At 
Home in the Thursday, June 1, 
issue of your HomeTown Observ-
er and let me know what you 
think, I welcome your comments 
and your suggestions. 

I can be reached at (734) 953-
2100 or by e-mail at srosiek@oe. 
homecomm.net. 

Sincerely, 

Susan Roeiek 
Publisher 

T H E W E E K 

AHEAD 
MONDAY 

Parade and ceremony '.The 
Plymouth-Canton Memo-
rial Day Parade begins at 
7:30 a.m. at Theodore 
and Main streets in 
downtown Plymouth. The 
route runs to Union and 
Ann Arbor Trail. Canton 
Township veterans will 
hold a Memorial Day cer-
emony at 2 p.m. behind 
the administration build-
ing., 1150 S. Canton Cen-
ter Road. 

HomeTown Classifieds 
WORK! 

"We're very pleased with 
the results from our 
Observer & Eccentric ad. 
We tried advertising with 
two other publications and 
we weren't happy. We're 
going to continue to use the 
O & E ' 

—Diane L. 
Livonia 
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Court 
clears 
ballot 
for Lowe 
• A Wayne circuit judge ruled 
Wednesday that t w o attorneys 
can't seek a 35th District Court 

- despite the state 
botching petition information it 
supplied to the would-be candi-
dates. 

BY TONY BRUSCATO 
STAFF WRITER 
tbruBcatoOoe.hoineeomxn.net 

A Wayne County Circuit Court ruling has just 
about guaranteed that 35th District Court Judge 
Ron Lowe will be unopposed in his bid for re-
election, thus avoiding becoming the first local 
judge to face competition in a primary. 

Despite arguments from two local attorneys, 
William Selinsky of Northville Township and 
Pe te r Bee of P lymouth Township, t ha t they 
failed to get the required number of petition sig-
natures to be put on the August ballot because of 
a mistake by the Secre tary of State 's office, 
Wayne Coun ty 'Ch i e f Ci rcu i t Cour t J u d g e 
Michael Sapala ruled he has no jurisdiction to 
put the pair on the ballot, 

"The legislature lays out the number of signa-
tures to give ballot access, and only the legisla-
ture can change the law," said Sapala. "This 
court has no authority and the Secretary of State 
has no authority to change the law, either. The 
only petitions t ha t could be accepted are the 
ones with the proper number of signatures. 

"I would agree that this is an unfortunate situ-
ation ... we have a mistake by the Secretary of 
State," said Sapala. "However, the plaintiffs are 
presumed to know the law. These plaint iffs 
aren't lay people. They had a duty to look up the 
law." 
• Sapala chastised both Selinsky and Bee for not 
talcing the initiative to investigate the number of 

New leadership' at Bentley 

BTAVT PMTOI n PALX I 

Promotion: Co-princi-
pals for the Day Sean 
Brown, a third-grad-
er, and Jessica Trost, 
a fourth-grader, both 
9, watch the halls as 

students return to 
class following an 
assembly Tuesday 

morning at Bentley 
Elementary in Can-

ton. The students were 
selected as co-princi-
pals after raising the 
most money during a 

reading challenge 
throughout the school. 

At right, Sean reads 
to Lisa Hodyas' 

kindergarten class. 

"PI BALLOT, A4 
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To the rescue 
Civic groups ease 
access for resident 

9 i m Psoto «R PACT. BIMCNIAMN 

Helping hands: Salvation Army social 
worker Bill Moritz (left) and Lt. Jim 
Spencer stand with Judy Breneman of 
Canton in front of a doorway that was 
widened to allow her wheelchair to pass 
through. 

BY HEATHER NEEDHAM 
STAFF WRITER 
hneedhaLinOoe.homecomm.net 

For Judy Breneman , four 
inches have made a mile of dif-
ference. 

Those four inches prevented 
the multiple sclerosis patient 
from being able to enter her 
bedroom and bathroom without 
help, making her feel like a 
stranger in her own home. 

The Canton Cen tury Club 
dona ted $500 and t he Ply-
mouth Salvation Army donated 
$200 to widen her bedroom, 
bedroom closet and bathroom 
doorways from 28 to 32 inches. 
Dennis Mobile Home Service & 
Supply of Wayne performed the 
work. 

"It's really just a blessing to 
be able to do a job and help peo-
ple get on with their lives," Sal-
vation Army social worker Bill 
Moritz said of the project. 

Joan Noricks, pres ident of 
the Canton Community Foun-
dation, which formed the Can-
ton Century Club two yea r s 
ago, said Breneman"s gratitude 
was moving. 

"She wrote a thank-you letter 
that j u B t brought tears to your 
eyes," Noricks said. "We help 
people who, for whatever rea-
son, a re really j u s t facing a 
hard time through no cause of 
their own." 

Breneman said the doorway 
expansion has made her feel 
like she's back in her own home 
again. 

"It's helped tremendously," 
Breneman said. "I can't tell you 
how much it helped. I couldn't 
get into my bathroom (because) 
I had to use my walker. I'm not 
very good with it." 

About a month ago, she fell 

P l e a i RESCUE, A5 

Township 
goes for 
Web site 
upgrade 
BY SCOTT DANIEL 
STAFF WRITER 
• d a n i e l O o e . h o m e c o m m . n e t 

Ease of use. interactivity and practi-
cality. 

Those are just some of the elements 
officials are working to incorporate 
into Canton's redesigned Internet web 
page. According to Township MIS 
Manager Brad Thompson, the site will 
continue to evolve ^over the ne*t few 
years. 

"We feel it will take four phases to 
imp lemen t all of t he changes and 
improve the site," he said. 

The push to upgrade came from Can-
ton Supervisor Tom Yack. He sees the 
web as an alternative method of pro-
viding services to residents. 

"It's convenient," Yack added "Infor-
mation is at your fingertips 24 hours a 
day. seven days a week when you want 

Please t e W t t u N f t A D t A i 

Mardigian wants to 'continue record of success' 
BY TONY BRUSCATO 
STAFF w a r m 

Judy Mardigian has been on the Ply-
mouth-Canton school board for slightly 
more than two years. However. Mardi-
gian said it's her experience volunteer-
ing in many capacities since 1994 that 
gyres her the fami l ia r i ty needed to 
move the diatrict forward during some 
very critical times 

And that's why she Is seeking one of 
two four-year terms on the Board of 
Education in the June 12 election. 

"I want to continue what. I think, is 
a record of succeaa," said Mardigian 

T v e been working since 1994 on lower-
ing class site for elementary grades 

"Tve alao been very involved in lob 
bying for more money from Lansing," 
she added T v e helped with our local 
legislative summita. and I sttend quar-
ter ly meetinga in Lansing to lobby 

directly with our legislators to dia-
logue with them on how to find more 
money for Plymouth-Canton. 

"And there's a lot of unfinished busi-
ness for me. like our building cam-
pa igns , " said Mard ig ian . "I was 
i n s t r u m e n t a l in pass ing t he bond 
issues, and I feel a strong commitment 
to make certain those projects come in 
on time, on budget and on scope. 

"I would also like to help our new 
super in tendent (Kathleen Booher), 
whom I helped hire, become acclimat-
ed to our district and become success 

He.- ttMHMl, A3 Judy M.rdlgUn 

To place a classif ied ad: 734-591-0900 N e w s r o o m : 734-459-2700 H o m e Del ivery: 734-591-0500 
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Preschooler left on bus; 
district suspends driver 
BTTONY BEU9CAT0 
9TATT WUTKB 

A Plymouth-Can ton school bus 
driver has beep suspended with 
pay pending an investigation as 
to why a pre-school child was 
left oa her bus a lone for three 
hour* at the dis t r ic t ' s bus yard 
on Lilley Road Wednesday morn-
ing. 

According to school officials, 
the girl did not get off the bus to 
attend the pre-school program at 
Tanger School w i t h t h e rest of 
her cla*amates. W h e n the bus 
driver returned to the school bus 
yard , s h e r e p o r t e d l y p u t an 
•empty" sign in t h e back win-
dow, in keeping with transporta-
tion department procedure, and 
left her bus parked in the yard. 

The girl was found when Ply-
mouth Township school resource 
officer Dave .Hayes reportedly 
saw the pre-schooler get out of 
t h e bus and t h e n get back in, 
c los ing t h e doo r b e h i n d he r . 
There are reports the girl may 
h a v e h i d d e n u n d e r a s e a t to 
avoid being seen by the bud driv-
er. 

"We view t h i s a s a s e r ious 
matter," said Judy Evola, direc-
t o r of c o m m u n i t y r e l a t i o n s . 

PLYMOUTH-CANTON SCHOOLS 

'Each driver is required to check 
their bus before it's parked." 

The m o t h e r of the g i r l w a s 
notified and reportedly discussed 
the mat ter with Patrick O'Don-
nell, a s s i s t a n t super in tenden t 
for instruction. 

"I apologized to the mother on 
behalf of t h e district , and told 
h e r we would t ake correct ive 
ac t ion , " s a i d O 'Donnel l . "At 
Tanger, where we have special 
needs students, we will have an 
aid at the school check the bus 
before i t leaves the school. At 
t h e b u s y a r d , d r ive r s will be 
required to also look under the 
seats before leaving the bus." 

Transportation Director Marv 
Bartal said the driver involved is 
a woman who has been on the 
job "for over a yea r . " W h e n 
asked if he's had other problems 
wi th h e r j o b pe r fo rmance , he 
said "not a t all." 

Bartal met with bus drivers on 
W e d n e s d a y and T h u r s d a y "to 
review the situation and go over 
t h e p r o c e d u r e s of w h a t to do 
a f t e r t h e y ' r e done wi th t h e i r 
routes." 

KIDS DKV hMWCK' 
Dedicated to CftkJren s Health. Safety & Environmental Awareness 

Dr. Alex Tomko and his staff would like to thank everyone 
involved in making the first Canton Kids Day America such 
a success. 

Together we gave away over 1 0 0 Kids ID card, hosted 
more than 2 0 0 people and will be making a donation to 
the Canton D.A.R.E. Program. 

Sponsored by: Michigan Specific Chiropractic,. P.C., 7276 
No. Sheldon Road, Canton, 734-416-2442 

Thank You I! A special thanks to Lana Olson of Referral 
Network Real Estate, Inc. Additional t hanks to: Canton 
Police Department, Canton Fire Department, Canton 
Chamber of Commerce. Willow Run Federal Credit Union, 
Good Food Company, Staples of West/and. Chili's Grill & 
Bar, Max & Erma's. Canton Softball Center, 
AJphagraphics, Burger King, Mexican Fiesta II, Outback 
Steakhouse. The Canton Observer. OfficeMax. 
McDonalds. National Wildlife Federation. Summit on the 
Park. Kid Kingdom, Brighter Toy Store, our wonderful 
volunteers and all the great people that let us display our 
flyers in their places of business. 

H O W TO R E A C H U S 

Circulation Nlghtllne 734-953-2008 
Classified Advertising 734-591-0900 
Display Advertising „..........734-591-230C 

Delivery 734-591-0500 
Newsroom FAX .. 734-591-7279 
Newsroom 734-953-2104 

E Online "www. Observer-eccentric, com 248-901-4716 
Reprints** 734-591-0500 

Reader Comment Line 734-953-2040 
Sports Nlghtllne 734-953-2104 

Online — www.observer-eccentric.com — can be accessed with 
about any communications software: PC or Macintosh. You 
able to send and receive unlimited email, access all features 

the Internet, read electron*: editions of The Canton Observer 
other Observer & Eccentric Newspapers and chat with users 

across town or across the country. 
Photo orders must be for wctures that have been taken by our 

photographers. Please provide publication date, page number 
description of the picture, which must have been published 

within the past si* months. Prints are $20 for the first print. $7.50 
each additional print. Payment is in advance (check or credit 

card). 

(L'anton (Dbserver 
A HomeTown Communications Network™ publication 
794 South Main, Plymouth, Ml 48170 

Ann Arbor Rd. and Ann Arbor Tr„ across from March Tire) 

•UMCWPTNM RATES: 

CAPWER DtUVERY 
Six morttfta $23.70 
On* year $47.40 
On* year (Sk. CWzso[. r . $38.00 

per copy 

MAIL OCUVfRY 

One year . . . . .$55.00 
One year (Sr. Cnom) $44.00 
One year (outof County).. $65.00 
On* year (out at Stale)... $90.00 

mMmM m tr» Canton Otmnm t* nftjsct to th* contfBor* «utsfl * » a 
card, cooes or «Nch art ataftaW* from ft* advertising department- Th* 

36251 Scnookx*. Loom* Ml 48130. (734) 591-2300 Tht Carton 
n o t » accept «n aftarttatr't ord« Observer $ Eocortrte afr 

xnd nftnaaptr and aa^r puMcaHon or an aftertiaamant 
H a r 

S K I 

T h e s i x - s t e p p r o c e d u r e 
includes: 

• The "empty" sign is to be 
p laced in t h e r e a r of t h e bus 
above the emergency door with 
the magnet/clip provided. . 

• The "empty" sign is to be 
used to denote the dr iver hap 
checked the bus sea ts for s tu-
dents and verifies there are no 
students left on board. 

• The "empty" sign i s to be 
r e m o v e d each t i m e t h e bus 
leaves the yard as pa r t of the 
r e g u l a r p r e - t r i p p r o c e d u r e s 
before departure. 

• No bus is to leave the yard 
and operate on the streets and 
roadw&ys wi th an empty sign 
visible to the driving public. 

• Each bus parked in the yard 
must have an "empty" sign visi-
ble from the rear. 

• Drivers who fail to adhere to 
the above procedures are subject 
to disciplinary procedures. 

Daughter faces charge 
** " . • • " ' . 

for check theft scheme 
A 44-year-old Canton woman 

intends to press charges against 
he r daugh te r for s t e a l i ng and 
using checks from her account 
with a local credit union, accord-
ing to township police reports. 

T h e Howson L a n e r e s i d e n t 
told police that her 21-year-old 
daugh te r took checks from her 
bedroom while she was ou t of 
town be tween May 15-21. 
R e p o r t s sa id a c r e d i t u n i o n 
employee notified her on May 16 
t h a t a woman m a t c h i n g h e r 
daughter ' s description t r ied to 
cash a check. 

Reports said she was unsuc-
cessful, but then went to a Ply-
m o u t h b r a n c h and c a s h e d a 
check for $180. Canton police are 
investigating the case. 

Domestic violence 
C a n t o n police a re seeking a 

warrant for a 43-year-old town-
ship man for allegedly assaul t -
ing his wife. 

R e p o r t s said t h e mju\ h a d 
moved out of his Bfook P a r k 
h o m e about th ree weeks ago. 
T h e m a n called h i s wi fe a n d 

COP CALLS 

asked for a meeting to talk about 
divorce proceedings. 

At the meeting, reports said he 
asked his 43-year-old wife to 
s ign s e v e r a l t a x d o c u m e n t s . 
When she refused , he grabbed 
her by the throat, report® said. 

The woman was able to escape 
and call police, reports said. 

Spirited 
A white male described as 5-

feet 10-inches ta l l , w e a r i n g a 
dark coat wi th a whi te s t r i pe 
stole $50 w o r t h of wine f rom 
Holiday Market Tuesday morn-
ing, according to police reports. 

Two employees saw the man 
running from the wine section 
out a north exit from the build-
ing on Lilley Road south of Cher-
ry Hill. Canton police are inves-
tigating the incident. 

Pizza pizza 
H u n g r y Howie ' s P i zza was 

robbed of $300 cash early Tues-

day, reports said. 
A del ivery d r ive r not iced a 

window n e a r the r e s t a u r a n t ' s 
front door smashed out a t about 
8 a.m. Tuesday. Police discov-
ered the facility's safe open and 
cash missing. 

Reports said $400 damage was 
done to the restaurant. A brown 
l a n d s c a p i n g br ick w a s found 
n e a r t h e window a n d police 
believe it was used to gain entry. 

Power line 
A construction worker avoided 

injury after a power line fell on 
top of a backhoe W e d n e s d a y 
a f t e rnoon , C a n t o n F i r e Chief 
Mike Rorabacher said. 

The i n c i d e n t o c c u r r e d a t 
approx imate ly 1:30 p .m. nea r 
the intersection of .Cherry Hill 
and Lilley roads . R o r a b a c h e r 
said the worker 's machine got 
c a u g h t in a p h o n e l ine and 
pulled it down. The power line, 
he said, came down with it. 

Web upgrade from page A1 

it." 
The first step in the upgrade 

was hiring a web page designer. 
Thompson said technical skills 
were not necessarily paramount 
in filling the vacancy. 

"We were looking for someone 
with good technical and creative 
skills," he commented. "But we 
felt if someone had good creative 
skills they could learn the tech-
nical skills." 

Mar i E l l i s , a U n i v e r s i t y of 
Michigan graduate, took the job 
nea r ly t h r ee months ago. She 
has since begun an overhaul. 

"We're get t ing a basic s truc-
ture in first," she said." "We want 
it to be a page people come back 
to frequently and find interest-

• A final phase will focus on e-commerce, he 
added. Residents will likely be able to pay water 
bills and taxes electronically, said Thompson. 

ing-
Navigation was one of her first 

chal lenges with the si te. El l is 
said moving around the old page 
was confusing. 

She solved t h a t p rob lem by 
dividing the page into windows. 
A menu of categories, such as 
township departments, publica-
t ions and news, is a lways pre-
sent. Clicking on one brings up 
information, but doesn't exclude 

a browser from quickly getting to 
a different area. 

Thompson described the page's 
reformatting as stage one of the 
project. New content will con-
s tan t ly be added to t h e page , 
such as t ownsh ip o rd inances , 
minutes of board and planning 
commission meetings. 

The project's next two phases, 
which should t a k e a b o u t two 
years to complete, will focus on 

Tftl-KOft G O i R A N D 
D A M N G M N O C 

I A . . f A w l i f l M i i ' f*0W Food Counter 

, $ 1 . 5 0 O F F i dm* mm* 

» BUCKET Of BALLS « S p ~ * " 
453-7280 

S994 Gottr*d*on Rd. 
OPEN 7 DAYS 

—a Ping Golf Clubs at Incredible Prices 

• Insured 
Res 
Interior 

• Exterior 

(734) 
697-9435 

Open a checking 
account here, 

and make a big 
investment here. 

It's like making two investments at once. 
Open a checking account at Community 
Federal Credit Union, and you'll 
immediately benefit from our truly 
outstanding financial service. 

And for every checking account opened 
between now and July 31; Community 
Federal will contribute 1% of the new 
balances to support education in the 
communities we serve.* 

The Plymouth-Canton Community recipient 
is the Educational Excellence Foundation 
and their effort to purchase new globes for 
every classroom in the district. 

Open your checking account today, and help 
us support this worthwhile endeavor. You 
will also discover how wonderful it is to do 
business with neighbors, friends and people 
in your community. 

( A x n m u n i t y 

F e d e r a l 

At Your Service. 
In Your Community. 

Plymouth Branch • 500 S. Harvey • (7*4) 45M200 ; 

Canton Branch • 6355 N. Cam.rn Ccntrr Rd. • (7H) 455-0400 
w w w . c f c a . o r | 
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interactivity. 
When completed, users will be 

able to apply for township jobs 
online, complete bui ld ing per-
mits and send e-mail directly to 
spec i f ic d e p a r t m e n t s , sa id 
Thompson. 

A final phase will focus on e-
commerce, he added. Residents 
will likely be able t o pay water 
bills and taxes e lect ronical ly , 
said Thompson. 

"Tha t ' s t h r e e or f o u r y e a r s 
away," he commented. 

It will take that long. Thomp-
son said, because the township is 
doing e v e r y t h i n g i t se l f . T h a t 
means rewri t ing sof tware pro-
grams to allow for interactivity 
and e-commerce. 

"We ' re do ing i t o u r s e l v e s 
b e c a u s e we l ike h a v i n g t h a t , 
measure of control," said Thomp-
son. 

The end resul t will be a web 
page that 's updated and tweaked 
every day, said Ellis. No relying 
on a third party to do the work, 
in other words. 

I t ' s a lot more efficient tha t 
way," she added. 

The township's web page can 
be accessed a t : w w w . c a n t o n -
mi.org." 
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Top cop: Nemecek cited 
as best by township 
BY TRACEY BBUCENHAUER 
AND SCOTT DANIEL 
8TAFF WRITERS 

After 13 years of service, Lt. 
Patrick Nemecek was recently 
named Officer of the Year at 
Canton ' s 14th annua l Police 
Awards and Citations ceremo-n y 

Known for his friendly man-
ner and practical jokes, Ptfeme-
cek heads the d e p a r t m e n t ' s 
training program. 

He has taken the program 
further than anyone anticipat-
ed, according to Canton Public 
S a f e t y Di rec to r J o h n San -
tomauro. 

"It's one thing to be an inno-
vator , but it's another to put 
t oge the r an implemen ta t ion 
p lan and see it through," he 
said. 

" I t ' s an honor , " Nemecek 
said of receiving the award. "I 
do en joy t h e j o b . I 'm g iven 
great resources and support by 
the department." 

Nemecek is t h e first com-
m a n d off icer to receive t h e 
award. 

He began his c a r e e r wi th 
Canton's police department in 
1987 a f t e r a four -year s t i n t 
with the Wayne County Sher-
iff. Since then, Nemecek has 
served as a patrol officer and 
communi ty re la t ions officer, 
among o thers . He became a 
lieutenant in 1992. 

Nemecek has helped himself 
by earning a master 's degree 
from Eas te rn Michigan Uni-
versity. 

"I'm always looking to better 
myself." he added. "I'm not the 
type of guy to sit around and 
rest on what I've done before. 
I'm constantly looking toward 
the future." 

The department offers train-
ing from motorcycle school to 
sniper school to radar certifica-
tion, attracting s tudents from 
as far as California. 

"We looked at it as a way of 
ge t t ing officers in a position 
where we could offer training 
to people," Nemecek said of 
why the program was started. 
"We wanted our officers to be 
able to teach other officers." 

Santomauro anticipates the 
t r a i n i n g program will make 
a b o u t $100 ,000 over i t s 
expenses this year. 

Nemecek w o r k e d wi th 
builders, architects and others 
in t h e c o m m u n i t y to p l a n , 
de s ign and e v e n t u a l l y con-
struct the police department 's 

PUB LlC 

CANTON 

S4FE"* 

STAT* PHOTO BT PAUL HIWBIANN 

H o n o r e d : Pat Nemecek runs training programs for 
the Canton Police Department. He is the first com-
mand officer to be named Police Officer of the Year. 

new s t a t e - o f - t h e - a r t f i r i n g 
r a n g e . T h e new r a n g e h a s 
become a necessity because of 
increased departmental train-
ing and because more agencies 
are using the Canton Police 
Department's current site. 

The officer's participation m 
the decoy operation helped the 
C a n t o n Po'iiffe D e p a r t m e n t 
reach 100 percent compliance 
from local businesses in 1999. 
The goal is to stop minors from 
us ing tobacco p roduc t s a n d 
drinking alcohol. 

"That ' s t u r n e d out to be a 
very successful program," said 
Nemecek. 

Decoys are minor police offi-

cers sent into local stores to try 
to purchase alcohol or tobacco. 
If store employees sell to the 
decoys, they are ticketed. For-
tuna te ly for Can ton , all the 
s to re s t a r g e t e d l a s t y e a r 
passed the test. 

"He's a hard worker and an 
extremely br ight guy," San-
t o m a u r o said of Nemecek 
"He's a good c o m m u n i c a t o r 
and he assimilates well with ' 
people. He's almost a natural 
for leadership." 

At the awards service, many 
officers were honored for their 
heroic c o n t r i b u t i o n s to the 
community, as well as a few 
civilian employees. 

Board OKs gun range 
BY SCOTT DANIEL 
STAFF WRITER 
sdaniel1®©*'. homecomrn.ne t 

Chr i s tmas has arr ived early 
for Canton's Police Department. 

The money for a new outdoor 
gun range was approved Tues-
d a y by the townsh ip board of 
trustees. The facility, which will 
be on Lilley north of Van Born, 
•will cost $408,000. 

The range will provide Can-
ton's 75 sworn officers an excel-
lent training venue. Public Safe-
ty Director John S a n t o m a u r o 
said. He also sees it as cash-gen-
erator for the department. 

"We think it has t remendous 
potential as a revenue source." 
Santomauro told trustees. 

Officers now use a range next 
to Canton's Department of Pub-
lic Works building on Sheldon. 
The facility, which is near resi-
dential areas, was built in 1988 

Santomauro said his depar t -

• An indoor range would 
be lefts useful and more 
expensive than an out-
door one, police said. 

ment has simply outgrown the 
site. Training time is limited by 
its proximity to homes. Noise 
from the range is also disruptive 
for residents, he said. 

The department briefly consid-
ered an indoor range. But i t 's 
less u s e f u l and much m o r e 
expens ive t h a n an o u t d o o r 
range, Santomauro said. 

"We would be looking at $1 
million or more The versatility 
of those ranges is very limited." 

The new range will be spread 
out on nine acres It will feature 
25 shooting positions as well as 
classroom facilities 

A repel tower and confidence 
course will be included A vari-

ety of t ra in ing will be done at 
t h e s i t e . S a n t o m a u r o said, 
i-ncluding SWAT, s n i p e r and 
patrol rifle schools. 

He believes an ample market 
ex i s t s for the o u t d o o r range. 
Canton would provide ammuni-
tion. targets and other supplies 
as well as instruction, said San-
tomauro. All of those costs would 
be built into a contract fee for 
departments using the facility. 

"Outdoor ranges are at a pre-
mium nght now." 

The d i r ec to r d i d n ' t give 
trustees a construction timeline 
Tuesday. But he did say, "we'll 
be able to move rapidly toward 
completion." 

Classrooms and parking facili-
t ies would present the highest 
costs in building t h e range at 
$150,000 and $57,000. respec-
tively. Nearly $40,000 is listed 
as con t ingency in e s t i m a t e s 
costs. 

Sneaky's wins Class C approval 
Canton's board of trustees met 

in regular session Tuesday. It 
took act ion on a n u m b e r of 
items, including: 

• A class C liquor license for 
Sneaky's was approved The bar. 
res taurant , nighf club combina-
tion will be in the Golden Gate 
Shopping Plaza on l i l ley south 
of Joy . An Augus t open ing is 
planned. 

• An eight-year 50-percent tax 
a b a t e m e n t was g r a n t e d to 
Schuler Inc The new business, 
which will specialize in hydro-
forming parts for the automobile 
industry , will be on Commerce 
Bou leva rd eas t of 1-275. The 
company is expected to add 20 
jobs 

• A 10-acre parcel on the west 

side of Beck between Hanford 
and Warren roads was rexoned 
to allow a 14-lot subdivision 

• A water mam extension in 
the Central Park south subdivi-
sion was approved. The m a m 
will be extended along Geddes 
from Beck to Denton 

• The t o w n s h i p r e n e w e d 
assessment services with Wayne 
County for five years. 

• A f a i r w a y mower w a s 
bought for Pheasan t Run Golf 
Club. The mower, a Toro. will 
coat $24,351. 

• Storage shelving was bought 
for the township administration 
b u i l d i n g . It will h e l p s t o r e 
important township documents. 
The cost was $5,948. 

• Three non-union position* at 

School hopefuls hit variety 
of education issues at forur 
BY TONY BRUSCATO 
STAFF WHITER 
t b r u a c a t o 0 o e . h o m e c o m m . n e t 

The five candida tes seeking 
the two four-year seats on the 
Plymouth-Canton Board of Edu-
cation in the J u n e 12 election 
were together for the first time 
Thursday night, answering ques-
tions concerning Proposal A, pro-
gram cuts, charter schools, merit 
pay and MEAP scores, among 
other issues facing the district. 

The event was a public forum 
h o s t e d by t h e P l y m o u t h and 
Canton. Obse rve r newspape r s 
and the League of Women Vot-
ers, which will be broadcast sev-
eral times before the election by 
Media One. 

On the ballot are challengers 
Carl Battishill, James Donahue 
and Ka th leen Payne. Incum-
bents Elizabeth Givens and Judy 
Mardigian are seeking re-elec-
tion. 

Unlike las t year's event, this 
year there was very little attack-
ing by c a n d i d a t e s . And, a t 
times, candidates even agreed 
w i t h each o t h e r on s e v e r a l 
issues. 

Concern ing cha r t e r schools. 
Donahue said, "We already have 
an outstanding base in this dis-

Candidate 

• 'I have a feeling the 
board doesn't care 
much about what the 
people think.' 
-Annette Heindryckx, 

district parent 

t r ic t wi th good, c rea t ive pro-
grams. We ju s t have to focus 
more on the customer.* 

On t h e i s s u e of voucher s , 
Payne noted, "There jus t isn't 
justification to give state dollars 
to private school students." 

Answering a question concern-
ing poor morale in the district, 
Mardigian said, "We have a new 
superintendent with some fresh 
ideas a n d an e n t h u s i a s m for 
mee t ing w i t h t h e s t a f f and 
spending a lot of t ime in t h e 
buildings." 

Givens said merit pay "carries 
a lot of emotional baggage with 
it ... if we can have the evalua-
tion and accountability and not 
call it merit pay, it would be bet-
ter off for the district." 

When i t comes to MEAP 
scores, Bat t i sh i l l said, "Those 
scores are slipping as compared 

to o u r ne ighbors . We s h o u l d -
e i t h e r focus our a t t e n t i o n ot£ 
tha t tes t ... or admit we aren ' t 
going to take tha t as a ser ious 
concern." • 

T h e fo rum he lped some of 
those in attendance understand 
issues and, in some cases, deter-
mine who they will vote for next 
month. 
. "I was interested in what they 

had to say about the M E A P and 
how they will make sure all stu-
dents will have equal opportuni-
ty to use the facilities when the 
new high school is built ," said' 
Carolyn Roth well of Canton. 

"I want a candidate who does-
n't always do what the teachers 
w a n t . I wan t a school boa rd 
member to do what the parents 
w a n t , " sa id an u n i d e n t i f i e d 
woman who teaches in the dis-
trict. "I am still upset about the 
location of the new high school, 
and I like merit pay for adminis-
trators." 

"I came to hea r how each of 
them spoke and handled them-
selves." said Annette Heindryckx 
of Plymouth Township "I have 
a feeling the board doesn't care 
m u c h abou t w h a t t h e peop l e 
think." 
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fill," she said. 
M a r d i g i a n be l ieves h i r i n g 

Booher is one of the better deci-
sions she's made while a member 
of the Board of Education. 

"Kathleen has done a lot of lis-
tening and soliciting of feedback 
from her staff," she said. "She 
has come up with ideas to try 
and make the whole enterprise 
of educat ing our children more 
user friendly." 

M a r d i g i a n sees the c u r r e n t 
effort by Booher to reorganize 
the central office administration 
as a first step in improving edu-
cation and communication in the 
district. 

"It's long overdue, and puts a 
greater focus on our educational 
p r o g r a m s , " sa id M a r d i g i a n . 
"Kathleen has done a wonderful 
job in motivat ing our adminis-
trators. sees them as team play-
e r s a n d is qu i t e a recognized 
leader around the state among 
superintendents." 

Mardigian sees her role as a 

board member as one who sets 
policy, is responsible for the tax-
payers money and uses creative 
thinking to improve the district. 

"The role of the board member 
is to set policy first, and then 
make s u r e t h e policy is fol-
lowed," Mardigian said. "There's 
less of a need to be part of day-
to-day management, but instead 
be more focused on policy and 
long-range planning. I consider 
myself a fiduciary, making sure 
our money is well-spent. 

"I also think I have a lot of cre-
ative ideas and can bring my 
business ski l ls to bear on the 
position." she added. "I'm inter-
ested in i n c r e a s i n g bus iness 
pa r tne r sh ips , not only to find 
money but looking to business on 
how we can enhance our pro-
grams. Business partnerships 
would also allow us to do things 
we can't do because of our aver-
age fundiftg level." 

Some of the biggest challenges 
Mardigian will face over the .next 

four years, if re-elected, include: 
• State funding: "We need to 

be compet i t ive with our labor 
market and lower class size, but 
our funding keeps us from doing 
that." 

• Vouchers; "I'm not in favor 
of vouchers. I think the money 
for them will be taken out of the 
s ta te aid fund and economically 
wel l feel the effects." 

• District-wide growth; "We 
need to have careful planning of 
facilities so We can provide ade-
quate space " 

Mardigian said she sees her-
self as someone who can help the 
pub l i c f ind so lu t ions to t h e i r 
problems 

"I am a representative of the 
community," she said "If people 
feel they need assistance, they 
can come to me and 1 can direct 
them where to go in the system 
for information. I can help them 
get answers." 

the Summit were reclassified 
Ass i s tan t C o m m u n i t y Center 
Manager went from salary prade 
7A ($41,400) to 10A <$48,300); 
aquatics special is t from grade 
6A i $38.9001 to 8A < $43,600-. 
recreation specialist from grade 
3A 1 $31.900 > to *>A '$38.9001 

• A $45 ,000 c o n t r a c t was 
awarded to Wade-TnmMssoci-
ates for the township's sidewalk 
ramp project. The firm will pro-
vide consulting and project man-
agement services. 

B An $81,000 c o n t r a c t was 
awarded to Cameron Contract-
ing for construction of an in-line 
s k a t e hockey cour t a t Flodin 
Park. The project should take 90 
day*, according to the township 

Gfe(ection an(fOftykfor tfte Qfeason 
We Have Southeast 
Michigan's Largest 
Selection of Quality 
Patio Furniture! 
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signatures needed for petitions, 
even though both checked with 
the Secretary of State's office for 
confirmation. 

The Elections Bureau discov-
ered it failed to include the popu-
lation of the three townships in 
the court dis t r ic t , previously 
counting only the cities of Ply-
mouth and Nor thvi l le . The 
required number of petition sig-
natures is based on the total 
population of the district. 

Sapala said the pair should 
have known someth ing was 
amiss when t h e n u m b e r of 
required petition signatures for 
the 35th district, as listed by the 
Secretary of State 's office, was 
comparable to smaller court dis-
tricts throughout Michigan. 

"The number is so ou t of 
whack with the population of the 
35th Distr ic t Cour t , " added 
Sapala in his rul ing. "These 
p la in t i f fs were pu t on notice 
something was amiss and they 
did no further investigation." 

Despite the fact the Secretary 
of State's office made a mistake, 
the attorney represent ing the 
state said, "If you slip and fall on 
government property, there is no 
remedy because the government 
has immuni ty . While they 
(Selinsky and Bee) may feel 
injured, there is no remedy ... 
because statutory requirements 
have not been met." 

Farmington Hills a t to rney 
J a m e s Brady, r e p r e s e n t i n g 
Selinsky, put the blame squarely 

• Sapala said the pair 
should have known 
something was amiss 
when the number of 
required petition signa-
tures was comparable 
to smaller court dis-
tricts. 

on the Secretary of State's office. 
"If we can't count on the Secre-

tary of State to give out accurate 
information, what do we do?" 
Brady asked Sapala. "They only 
got w h a t they t hough t they 
needed in order to get on the bal-
lot." 

After the hearing, both Selin-
sky and Bee were obviously dis-
appointed, and unsure of their 
next steps. 

"It seemed to me, from the 
beginning, he (Sapala ) seemed to 
have his mind made up," said 
Selinsky in the hallway outside 
Sapala's courtroom. "From the 
quest ions he was asking, he 
seemed to want to jus t i fy the 
decision he came up with. If 
they made a mistake by check-
ing the census f igures , how 
would we come up with a differ-
ent number? 

"Well have to decide the prac-
t ical i ty of moving forward," 
added Selinsky. "I don't know if 
we could get a decision soon 
enough from the Court of 
Appeals. We've already lost a lot 
of time to campaign.1" 

Lansing attorney Eric Doster 
represen ted Lowe's in t e res t . 

PLYMOUTH-CANTON COMMUNITY SCHOOLS 
NOTICE TO BIDDERS 

The Board of Education of the Plymouth-Canton Community Schools invites 
all interested and qualified companies to submit a bid for t he Move of 
Furniture 4 Equipment from Lowell Middle School to Discovery 
Middle School. Speci f ica t ions and bid forms will be avai lable at the 
MANDATORY "walk-through", scheduled for 8:30 a.m., Thursday. J u n e 1. 
2000 at Lowell Middle School. 8400 Hix Road. Westland. Michigan. For 
fu r the r information, please phone either Dan Phillips. Assistant Director of 
Finance & Purchas ing a t (734) 416-2746 or Roche LaVictor. Lowell Middle 
School Principal at (734) 416-2890. Sealed bids are due on or before 2:00 
p.m:. Wednesday, J u n e 7th. 2000. The Board of Education reserves the right 
to accept and/or reject all bids, as they judge to be in the best interest of the 
school distr ict 

Board of Education 
Plvmouth-Canton Community Schools 

JUDY L MARDIGIAN. Secretary 

Bid O p e n i n g : J Wednesday. June 7th, 2000 @ 2:00 p.m. 

R e s o l u t i o n D u e to B o a r d : Thursday, June 8th, 2000 # 12:00 p.m. 

B o a r d R e v i e w : Tuesday. June 13. 2000 

Publuh May 21 and 2S. 2000 

TOTAL 
LIQUIDITY 

\ I ) \ A N T \ ( . I S A Y I N G S 

$25,000 + 525 % APY 

$10 ,000 - $24 ,999 5.00 % APY 

Park your money w h e t * great rates and total liquidity 
give you a dear saving* advantage. 

Rates available for new Jepottts anty 

REPUBLIC 
- \ B A N K 

HLH. • 1700 N Woodwwd. Suite B (24*) 2W-5300 
Hill* • 31155 Nofthwowrr. Highw»y (24*) 737-0444 , 

186 S. Main Sciwt (734) 4W-7M0 
39901 W. Eight Mile R ~ d (24*) 735-0775 

1-800-75S-0753 
SttSt (ATO - of VI0/00 f 10.000 

arm 1S1% AW f - K ) •,rzsssksk: i a a 
it m y»in ( i n n w — atfrr. T I \ 7 V { 

Judge Ron Lowe 

which was to make sure the law 
was upheld and the two attor-
neys were kept off the ballot. 

"If you follow the law, it will 
enhance my client's ability to be 
re-elected," Doster argued to 
Sapala. "My client followed the 
rules of the Michigan Election 
Code. Our interest is substan-
tial." 

Lowe only had to file papers, 
indicating he would run for re-
election. while challengers are 
required to submit petitions. 

It was Lowe's telephone call to 
the Board of Elections on the 
last day the petitions were due 
which resulted in the mistake 
being found. Selinsky and Bee 
contend Lowe subverted their 
efforts to run against him by 
"finding" the mistake just hours 
before pe t i t ions were to be 
turned into the state. However. 
Sapala didn't see it that way. 

"I can't presume Judge Lowe 
knew the requirements," said 
Sapa la . "He may have j u s t 
found out." 

CANTON CONNECTION 
Scholar-athletes recognized 

Three Plymouth-Canton Educational Park stu-
dents were recently named winners of the U.S. 
Army Reserve Scholar-Athlete Award. 

Army Staff Sgt. Daniel Walters presented the 
awards to Salem High School s t u d e n t Ron 
Thompson and Canton High School s tudents 
Karamisit Singh and Anna Keil. 

The bronze, Olympic-style medals are given for 
demonstrations of outstanding academics and 
ability in a number of high school sports, includ-
ing football, basketball, volleyball, baseball, soft-
ball. swimming and track. 

Young leaders make mark 
Thirty-five middle school students have com-

pleted this year's Youth Leadership Canton-In 
Line for Success program. The program, in its 
second year, is designed to ensure a continuing 
source of skilled and motivated leaders for the 
community. 

New graduates are: 
n East Middle School - Nicholas Naszradi, 

Lester Booker J r . , J a m u n a Kesavan, Yuyin 
Chen. Ramie Abu-Zahra 

n Lowell Middle School - Steve West, Lacey 

Polderdyke, Marceline Teodoro, Ji l l Niemi, 
Jonathan Frye, Jason Frye, Kara Jones, Christie 
Johnson, Michael Basty, Jessica Beaudoin 

n West Middle School - Julie Fabiszewski, 
Ashley Zub, Melissa Mestrovich, Megan 
Camann, Rebecca Adidi Etim 

n Pioneer Middle School - Brian Barnes, Dayle 
Ford, Danielle Powers, Tricia French, Lindsay 
Freysinger, S h a n k a r Ramamurthy , Krissta 
Johnson, J ack ie Mersch, Sa rah Robertson, 
Natasha Trace 

n Central Middle School - Ashley Spohn, 
Fawna Millwood, Emily Maletic. Garret Mette 

n St. Mary's School - Ben Koesters 

Sing a song 
The P-CEP Chamber Singers, the select men's 

choral ensemble from Salem and Canton High 
Schools, recently participated in the Michigan 
Youth Arts Festival on the campus of Western 
Michigan University. 

In addition to receiving a perfect score and a 
first division rating at the MSVMA State Solo 
and Ensemble Festival, the chamber group was 
selected as one of the top 14 ensembles in the 
state for the 2000 school year. 

One of a kind 
U n u s u a l b a r g a i n s a h a l l m a r k 

o f t o w n s h i p p u b l i c s a l e 

BY SCOTT DANIEL 
STAFF WRITER 
s d a n l e l @ o e . h o m e c o m m . n e t 

Need a kiln? Perhaps a set of 
big truck tires or a four-ton floor 

PLYMOUTH-CANTON COMMUNITY SCHOOLS 
NOTICE TO BIDDERS 

The Board of Education of the Plymouth-Canton Community Schools invites 
all in teres ted a n d qualified companies to submit a bid for Di*trict-Wide 
HVAC Air Filter• Specifications and bid forms are available at the front 
desk of t he E.J. McClendon Educational Center located on 454 S, Harvey, 
Plymouth, MI or by contacting Dan Phi l l ips in t he PCCS Purchas ing 
Depar tment a t (7341 416-2740. For technical information, please contact 
Br ian Goby, P r o c u r e m e n t & Pro jec t Analysis Coordinator, in t h e 
Main tenance Depar tment at (734) 416-2953. Sealed bids are due on or 
before 4:00 p.m., Monday, May 26, 2000 The Board of Education reserves 
the r ight to accept and/or reject all bids, as they judge to be in the best 
interest of the school district 

Board of Education 
Plymouth-Canton Community Schools 

JUDY L MARDIGIAN. Secretary 

Bid O p e n i n g Mdnday, June 5 ,2000 @ 4:00 p.m. 

B o a r d Rev iews Tuesday. June 13. 2000 

Publi«b May 21 and 28. i<X» 

PLANNING COMMISSION 
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE ZONING 
ORDINANCE OF THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF 
CANTON, WAYNE COUNTY, MICHIGAN. 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuan t tp Act 184 of the Public Acts of 1943 
of the S ta te of Michigan, as amended, and pursuan t to the Zoning 
Ordinance of t he Charter Township of Canton tha t the Planning 
Commission of t he Charter Township of Canton will hold a Public Hearing 
on Monday, J u n e 5, 2000 in the First Floor Meeting Room of t he Canton 
Township Administration Building, 1150 S. Canton Center Road at 7:00 
p.m. on the following proposed amendment to the Zoning Ordinance: 
CANTON TOWNSHIP/CANTON SPORTS COMPLEX REZQNING -
CONSIDER REQUEST TO REZONE PARCEL NO. 131 99 0016 002 FROM 
Gl, GENERAL INDUSTRIAL, TO LI-2. LIGHT INDUSTRIAL Property is 
located on the south side of Michigan Avenue between Belleville and Beck 
Roads. 

GEDDES ' 

a 
NORTH 

Writ ten comment s addressed to t he P l ann ing Commission should be 
received at t he above address prior to Thursday. J u n e 1, 2000 in order to be 
included in t he mater ials submitted for review. 

VIC GUSTAFSON, Chairman 
M M May tl as. 3000 

jack will strike your fancy. 
If not, bargain hunters will be 

able to find a host of other items 
at the township's annual public 
sale June 1. From used office 
desks to bicycles, everything will 
be priced to move, according to 
Canton accounting clerk Karen 
Ballelli. 

"We're not looking to make a 
'lot of money," she said. "We're 
basically looking to get rid of 
these items. If someone can use 
them, that's fine." 

The sale starts at 9 a.m. and 
runs to 11 a.m. at Canton's old 
d e p a r t m e n t of public works 
building on the northwest corner 
of Sheldon and Geddes roads. 

Sale items come from town-
ship departments and recovered 
stolen goods from the police. 
Township ordinance mandates a 
public sale to move used or out-
dated equipment. 

Ballelli said Canton usually 
h a s the sale each fall. But a 
large backlog of equ ipmen t 
forced an earlier sale this year, 
she said. 

Th ings accumulated fast this 
year," she added. 

Proceeds from the sale will go 
into Canton's general fund. Bal-

lelli said i t 's general ly well 
attended. 

"People will line up outside the 
door." she said. "People like to 
shop for bargains." 

At $650 or less, the kiln falls 
into that category. It's designed 
for ceramics and is in very good 
shape, according to Summit on 
the Park Manager Debbie Bil-
brey-Honsowetz. 

The kiln was purchased for 
ceramics classes at the Summit. 

"We thought there might be a 
need for it," she said. "But the 
interest was never generated. It 
was taking up valuable space." 

Most sale i tems will be less 
than $50. 

An assortment of filing cabi-
nets can be had for $10 each. 
The four ton floor jack is $50 as 
is a May-tag dishwasher. 

Tables, lamps, typewri ters , 
tires and kitchen cabinets will 
also be available. An assortment 
of bikes, priced $5 to $15. can be 
purchased, too. 

Ballelli said prices are nego-
tiable. The township will accept 
cash or checks only. All pur-
chased items must be hauled 
away that day. 

Canton board meets on Tuesdays 
The Canton Township Board of 

Trustees meets on the second 
and fourth Tuesday each month 
at the administration building. 

1150 S. Canton Center Road. 
Meetings begin at 7 p.m. An 

agenda is avai lable from the 
township clerk's office. 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON 
ACCESS TO PUBLIC MEETINGS 

The Charter Township of Canton will provide necessary reasonable 
auxiliary aids and services, such as signers for the hearing impaired and 
audio tapes of printed mater ials being considered at the meeting, to 
individuals with disabilities a t the meeting/hearing upon two weeks notice 
to the Charter Township of Canton. Individuals with disabilities requiring 
auxiliary aids or services should contact the Charter Township of Canton by 
wri t ing or calling the following: 

David Medley. ADA Coordinator 
Charter Township of Canton, 1150 S. Canton Center Road 

Canton. MI « 1 8 8 
(734) 397-5435 

Pubiwh May 11 and 28. 2000 

SHURGARD OF CANTON 

Notice is hereby given tha t the following unitfst will be sold to the highest 

bidder by open auction on J U N E 30. 2000 at approximately 9:30 am at 

Shurgard Storage Centers located a t 2101 Haggerty Rd.. Canton. Ml 48187. 

Uni t #4238 - Mark Jackson - Leather sofa, leather loveseat 

Uni t 05225 - Ron Rodriguez • Washer, dryer, wood, refrigerator 

Pufcfaah; May 25 »od 28,3000 * iMr^„ 

SHURGARD OF PLYMOUTH 
Notice is hereby given tha t the en t i re contents of the following storage unit* 
will be sold to the highest bidder by way of an open bid on J U N E 30. 2000 at 
approximately 9:00 a.m at Shurgard Storage Centers located at 41889 Joy 
Road. Canton, MI 48187. 
Unit 9211, LEROY HAS KINS. 1987 DODGE PICK U P TRUCK. STEREO 
TURNTABLE, ENTERTAINMENT CENTER. DISHWASHER. MISC 
BOXES 

Thank You. 
Shurgard Storage Manager 

DALE ROSZKOWSKI 
Put** May 2S mud Jua» 4. 2000 

Rescue from page A1 School gets land use approval B 
while trying to maneuver into 
the bathroom on a walker. 

"I'm ju s t g ra te fu l I didn't 
break anything." she said. 

Breneman, 42. was diagnosed 
with multiple sclerosis about 
two years ago. 

"I got hit real hard," 6he said 
of the degenerative central ner-
vous system disease, which is 
characterized by speech defects, 
loss of muscular coordination, 
and in some cases, vision loss. 

"It came mildly one day then 
bam - out of the blue I got 
attack after attack." Since her 
diagnosis, she's lost about 95 
percent of her sight and has 
undergone numerous t rea t -
ments, including plasmaphere-
sis, which attempts to filter out 
the parts of the blood that cause 
the immune system to attack 
itself. 
. The MS sidelined her from ber 

job at AAA's main office in Dear-
born. where she worked in the 
travel office 3 1/2 years. 

"I miss it - I loved my job." she 
said. 

She said she could never have 
afforded to get the work done 
herself. Her nfct monthly income 
of about $1,200 com-es from 
Social Security and Ippg-term 
disability from AAA. 

"By the time I pay health ben-
ef i ts . t he re is no money left 
over," Breneman said, "1 was 
lucky to get into AAA (because of 
thei good benefits. Trust me -
I'm grateful I have them now." 

She's wait ing for her insur-
ance company. Heath Alliance 
Plan, to deliver her motorized 
wheelchair so she can go outside 
and use her new wheelchair 
ramp. 

The Multiple Sclerosis Associ-
ation of America, the National 
Multiple Sclerosis Society's 
Michigan chapter and the Medi-
caid Waiver Program provided 
the $4,000 to bujld the ramp. 
The two foundations donated 
roughly $500 each and Medicaid 
provided t h e res t . Advanced 
Therapeutic of Westland did the 
work., 

"I'm pretty muph just stuck 
here." she said. "It'll be nice 
being able to get outside - espe-
cially with summer (coming!" 

Breneman ' s s is ter . Cheryl 
Hayes Gassen of Livonia, was 
instrumental in making sure her 
sister's needs were not Ignored. 

"I kind of became Judy 's 
patient advocate," Hayes Gassen 
said, adding that she made as 
many as 700 calls per month on 
her sister's behalf. "I sort of coor-
dinate everything." 

Another project she has helped 
arrange is getting the Michigan 
Commission for the Blind to pro-
vide rehabilitative services, that 
could help Breneman work out 
of her home. The commission 

{ ' 1 / / C- ' 1 
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s d a n i e M f o e . h o m e o o m m . n e t 

Plans for Dodaon Elementary 
School are moving forward. 

Special land use approval for 
the Plymouth-Canton Community 
School District facility were unan-
imously approved by the town--
ship's board of trustees Tuesday. 

"It appropriate an elementary 
school be named after a guy who 
was an excellent elementary edu-
cator and administrator," Canton 
Supervisor Tom Yack said of 
George Dodson, a longtime teach-
er and principal 

The school will be at the north-

west corner of Cherry Hill and 
Ridge roads. It will sit on 16 
acres. 

Groundbreaking for Dodson 
was in late March. The school dis-
trict plans to open the building in 
August 2001. 

Canton Trustees had previously 
granted special land use approval 
in April 1998. That approval had 
since expired. 

Under Michigan law, the school 
district is under no obligation to 
get an approval from the town-
ship The state controls school 
development. 

"I think it's quite clear in this 
instance the school district is 
offering a high degree of coopera-

tion," Canton Municipal Service* 
Director Aaron Machnik said. " 
"We're fortunate to have a school 
district that la so cooperative." 

Don Morgan, an attorney for -
the district , characterized the 
relationship betVeen the town-
ship and Schools as being strong. ' 

"It 's a p leasure for the Ply-
mouth-Canton School District to -
work witH your staff." he said. , 
"Not always do units of governr ; 
ment come together like this." 

While generally approving of 
details in the school plan, trustees • 
expressed several concerns. They . 
focused on lighting and landscape 
plans. ' ' 

(© 
Good Food Company is committed to providing our 

customers with personalized service and the purest most 
natural and chemical-free products in the marketplace! 

Up to 50% off Retail! 
We bring you low prices and specials everyday on: 
• All natural and organic produce • Horoepathic Remedies 

and groceries • Bulk Herbs • Sports Nutrition 
• Specialty bakery items • Books, Videos fit CDs 
• Extensive selection • Cruetty-free cosmetics 

of vitamins and supplements • And More1 

We have 2 great locations to serve you! 
Stop by and visit our all natural deli-cafe and juke bar! 

Smtnj rs»u Saut 1984 

TROY 
74 W. Maple Rd 
(248)562 0686 
N W comer of 
Mapk & L»emoh 
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ST AFT PHOTO BY PACl HUBSCHMAV-

Going mobile : Judy Breneman shows off her new 
wheelchair ramp. The ramp and other modifications 
to Breneman's home were paid for with donations 
from the Canton Century Club and the local Salvation 
A r m v. 

S3 off any purchase over S20 w/ad. 5/31/00 

C A N T O N 
4261 $ (Ford « d i ^ _ CAXTOM 
(7 J4)9S1 -8100 
W of LMry on fordtd 

would help provide necessary 
modif icat ions , such as an 
enlarged computer screen and 
voice-activated software 

A shop teacher at John Glenn 
High School has offered to help 
lower Breneman's kitchen sink, 
enabling her to use it while in 
her wheelchair. Hayes Gassen 
added. 

Another family member who 
has chipped in is Breneman's 
daughter. Lisa, 19. 

"That girl has been there for 
her mother." Hayes Gassen said 
of her niece, who works full time 
and is attending college Brene-
man was diagnosed with MS 
shortly before her daughter ' s 
1998 graduation at John.Glenn. 

Breneman's determination has 
been a strong driving force in 
Hayes Gassen's quest to help 

her. When she was first diag-
nosed with MS, Breneman set 
her mind to regularly exercising 
her limbs to maintain her mus-
cle strength.-even if she couldn't 
quite balance herself. 

"She has a will of iron and she 
has gone through some really, 
really, really hard times. She is 
a fighter, she doesn't give up and 
she doesn't quit," Hayes Gassen 
said. 

For information about clonal 
irig to the Plymouth Salvation 
Army, call <734 i 454-5464. To 
make a mint mum $100 donation 
to the Canton Century Club, con-
tact Joan Noricks at {734J 398-
5000 or treasurer Bryan Amann 
at (734) 844-1400. Donations to 
both organizations are fully tax-
deductible. 
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Set Tn Stone! 
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P l y m o u t h 
R O C K & S U P P L Y 

SUPPLIERS OF FINE LANDSCAPE MATERIALS 

D E C Q R A T I V E S T Q N E S 
• Bulk or Bag • Artie Rainbow 
• Western Sunrise • Black Chestnut 
• Salt & Pepper Granite • Star Black 
• Lava Rocks (In black, red & gold) . 
• Patio Blocks and various other styles A colors! 4 
• Beech wood Pebble M 

B O U L D E R S 
• Small. Medium A Large 
• Fields tone (natural) • 
• Michigan Granite 

GIRT * S A N P S " 

New for your ponds 
and water gardens 
Black River Rock 

• Canadian Waterfall 

40111 Schoolcraft Road 
Plymouth Twp.. Ml 48170 
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"Forget about 

woulda , coulda, shoulda. 

I ' m d o i n g i t . " 

Michigan National's 
Financial Management Planning 

workshop helped me get there. 

Michigan National's Premium Financial Services cordially 
invites you to attend a Complimentary Dinner Workshop. 

• Pea Gravel 
• Play Sand 
• Top Soil 
• Slag Sand 

• 21AA 
• -Mason Sand 
• Peat 

M U L C H E S 
• Cedar Mulch. 

T a k e a 
Look 

- . r J T l . , "yr S p f i f t K f H i r ... 
• A l M g e r 

A n i m a l 
i l l e r L i t e . PARK RVCNUC , 

I t '1.75 CLCflNCRS | | 

D A W 6 
C O N E 
BIC D E A L S ! , 

Or. Mark AKaoer 
Or Patricia Madsen 
Dr. Jucfl FteKcrtakar 

44262 warran Road • Canton 
754-459-5070 

MO S. LMry fef <M Cherry HIM} 
<7*4)844 5091 F H A I L * 

HoikfcyMad* 

F R E E 
H n g t i r t l e 
J mil m.' 

• Cypress 
• Redwood 

(dyed recycled wood) 
• Shredded Hardwood 

A much, much morel 

^ ^ N A I L S P E C I A L S ^ f 
I I F i l l , M < 

0 0 -

F u l l S e t 

: :*2200 

1 1 AM 4 P M 
Spring Hours 

Mcuf. Special 

Premium 
HARDWOOD 

MULCH 
> 0 0 

C4*#W . BFCM 
Delivery Extra 

Delivery A Installation 
Available! 

Contractor pricing available 

' I 4 

By attending Michigan National's Premium Financial Ser 

workshop, you can learn how to gain-greater control over directing 

your financial future. A sound financial education may help you to — 

• • Make your money work smarter and harder for you 
• Increase your net worth " 
• Reduce your taxes 

Jus t f o r a t t end ing the w o r k s h o p , y o u II r ece i ve a 

F R E E f u l l - c o l o r , 2 0 p a g e w o r k b o o k . 

Seat ing is l imited so call today to reserve your sp"ace 
and w o r k b o o k Call tol l-free 1 - 8 7 7 - 6 6 2 - 7 7 3 6 or e-
mai l k a r e n . d e c k e r ® m n c o . c o m This o f f e r is 
available on two dif ferent dates for your convenience 

Tuesday, June 6, 2000 
6 30 PM 

or 

Thursday, June 8, 2000 
6:30 PM 

L o c a t i o n 
H i l t o n N o v i 

2 1 1 1 1 H a g g e r t y R o a d 

N o v i . M l 

(l-75 and Eight Mile Rd ) 

M i c h i g a n 
N a t i o n a l • 

MichiganNat iona l . com i 
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