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DEAR READERS:

On Thursday, June 1, a new At
Home section will debut in your
Canton Observer. The new sec-
tion is a broadsheet like the
other sections in your hometown
Observer. This means more local
news about gardening, home
decorating, home improvement
and landscaping. Many features
that our readers look forward to

“‘each week such as “The Appli-
ance Doctor” and “Marketplace”
continue.

At Home is designed for people
who enjoy and care for their
home, who like to entertain
friends and family and who have
hobbies such as gardening, cook-
ing, home electronics, photogra-
of At Home — with its beautiful
color cover photographs and
inviting design — is to help our
readers enjoy the goed life in
their hometown.

Look for the redesigned At
Home in the Thursday, June 1,
issue of your HomeTown Observ-
er and let me know what you
think. I welcome your comments
and your suggestions.

I can be reached at (734) 953-
2100 or by e-mail at srosiek@oe.
homecomm.net.

Sincerely,
Susan Rosiek
Publisher
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'Parade and ceremony: The

Plymouth-Canton Memo-
rial Day Parade begins at
7:30 a.m. at Theodore
and Main streets in
downtown Plymouth. The
route runs to Union and
Ann Arbor Trail. Canton
Township veterans will
hold a Memorial Day cer-
emony at 2 p.m. behind
the administration build-
ing, 1150 S. Canton Cen-
ter Road.

HomeTown Classifieds
WORK!

“We’re very pleased with
| the results from our

Observer & Eccentric ad.
We tried advertising with
two other publications and
we weren’t happy. We're
going to continue to use the
O&E.”

—Diane L.
Livonia
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Court
clears
ballot
for Lowe

B A Wayne circuit judge ruled
Wednesday that two attorneys
can’t seek a 35th District Court
judgeship - despite the state
tchi:s petition information it
‘sluppli to the would-be candi-
ates.

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER
tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net

A Wayne County Circuit Court ruling has just
about guaranteed that 35th District Court Judge
Ron Lowe will be unopposed in his bid for re-
election, thus avoiding becoming the first local
judge to face competition in a primary.

Despite arguments from two local attorneys,
William Selinsky of Northville Township and
Peter Bec of Plymouth Township, that they
failed to get the required number of petition sig-
natures to be put on the August ballot because of
a mistake by the Secretary of State's office,
Wayne County Chief Circuit Court Judge
Michasl Sapala ruled he has no jurisdiction to
put the pair on the ballot.

“The legislature lays out the number of signa-
tures to give ballot access, and only the legisla-
ture can change the law,” said Sapala. “This
court has no authority and the Secretary of State
has no authority to change the law, either. The
only petitions that could be accepted are the
ones with the proper number of signatures.

“I would agree that this is an unfortunate situ-
ation ... we have a mistake by the Secretary of
State,” said Sapala. “However, the plaintiffs are
presumed to know the law. These plaintiffs
aren't lay people. They had a duty to look up the
law.”

- Sapals chastised both Selinsky and Bec for not
taking the initiative to investigate the number of

Please see BALLOT, Ad
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pals for the Day Sea
Brown, a third-grad-:
er, and Jessica i
a fourth-grader, both
9, watch the halls as
students return to
class following an
assembly Tuesday
‘morning at Bentley
Elementary in Can-
ton. The students were
selected as co-princi-
pals after raising the
most money during a

, Lisa Hodyas'
kindergarten class.

Promotion: Co-princi- [}

Helping hands: Salvation Army social

worker Bill Moritz (left) and Lt. Jim

Scl)encer stand with Judy Breneman of
anton in front of a doorway that was

through.

STAF? PROTO 8Y PAUL HURSCHMANN

widened to allow her wheelchair to pass

To the rescue

Civic groups ease
access for resident

BY HEATHER NEEDHAM
STAFF WRITER
hneedham@oe.homecomm.net

For Judy Breneman, four
inches have made a mile of dif-
ference.

Those four inches prevented
the multiple sclerosis patient
from being able to enter her
bedroom and bathroom without
help, making her feel like a
stranger in her own home.

The Canton Century Club
donated $500 and the Ply-
mouth Salvation Army donated
$200 to widen her bedroom,
bedroom closet and bathroom
doorways from 28 to 32 inches.
Dennis Mobile Home Service &
Supply of Wayne performed the
work.

“It's really just a blessing to
be able to do a job and help peo-
ple get on with their lives,” Sal-
vation Army social worker Bill
Moritz said of the project

Joan Noricks, president of
the Canton Community Foun-
dation, which formed the Can-
ton Century Club two years
ago, said Breneman'’s gratitude
wag moving.

“She wrote a thank-you letter
that just brought tears to your
eyes,” Noricks said. “We help
people who, for whatever rea-
son, are really just facing a
hard time through no cause of
their own.”

Breneman said the doorway
expansion has made her feel
like she’s back in her own home
again.

“It’s helped tremendously,”
Breneman said. “I can't tell you
how much it helped. 1 couldn’t
get into my bathroom (because)
I had to use my walker. I'm not
very good with it."

About a month ago, she fell

Please see RESCUE, AD

Township
goes for
Web site
upgrade

BY SCOTT DANIEL
STAFF WRITER
sdaniel@oe. homecomm.net

Ease of use, interactivity and practi-
cality.

Those are just some of the elements
officials are working to incorporate
into Canton's redesigned Internet web
page. According to Township MIS
Manager Brad Thompson, the site will
continue to evolve over the next few
years.

“We. feel it will take four phases to
implement all of the changes and
improve the site,” he said.

The push to upgrade came from Can-
ton Supervisor Tom Yack. He sees the
web as an alternative method of pro-
viding services to residents.

“It's convenient,” Yack added. “Infor-
mation is at your fingertips 24 hours a
day, seven days a week when you want

Please sce WESB UPGRADE, A3

Mardigian wants to ‘continue record of success’

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFY WRITER
thr tooe. hom net

Judy Mardigian has been on the Ply-
mouth-Canton school board for slightly
more than two years, However, Mardi-

directly with our legislators to dia-
logue with them on how to find more
money for Plymouth-Canton

“And there’s a lot of unfinished busi
ness for me, like our building cam
paigns,” said Mardigian

“l was

gian said it's her experience volunteer-
ing in many capacities since 1994 that
gives her the familiarity needed to
move the district forward during some
very critical times.

And that's why she is seeking one of
two four-year terms on the Board of
Education in the June 12 election.

“l want to continue what, 1 think, is
a record of success,” said Mardigian.

“I've been working since 1994 on lower

ing class size for elementary grades
“T've also been very involved in lob

bying for more money from Lansing,”

she added. *I've helped with our local
legislative summits, and 1 attend quar-
terly meetings in Lansing to lobby

Newsroom: 734-459-2700

instrumental in passing the bond
issues, and | feel a strong commitment
to make certdin those projects come in
on time, on budget and on scope

“1 would also like to help our new
superintendent (Kathleen Booher),
whom | helped hire, become acclimat-
ed to our district and become success

“Please see CANDIDATE, A3

Judy Mardiglan
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Preschdoler left on bus;
district suspends drlver

. BY’ToNY BRUSCATO
. STAFF WRITER

A P\ymcnth-Clnton school bus
driver ha been suspended with
pay an investigation as
to why a pre-school child was
left os her bus alone for three
hours at the district’s bus yard
on ‘Lilley Road Wednesday morn-

ing,

According to school officials,
thie girl did not get off the bus to
attend the pre-school program at
Tanger School with the rest of
her classmates. When the bus
driver returned to the school bus
yu'd,,:ho reportedly put-an
“empty” sign in the back win-
dow in keeping with transporta-

t procedure, and

' hﬁhxbmwkedmtbeyud

* The girl was found when Ply-
mouth Township school resource
officer Dave . Hayes reportedly
saw the pre-schooler get out of
the bus and then get back in,
closing the door behind her.
There are reports the girl may
have hidden under a seat to
avoid being seen by the bus driv-
er.

“We view this as a serious
matter,” said Judy Evola, direc-
tor of community relations.

B /Q\*

PI.YMOI.ITH-CAN'I‘ON SCHOOLS

“Each driver is required to check
their bus before it's parked.”

The mother of the girl was
notified and reportedly
the matter with Patrick O'Don-
nell, assistant superintendent
for instruction.
~**1 apologized to the mother on
behalf of the district, and told
her we would take corrective
action,” said O'Donnell. “At
Tanger, where we have special
needs students, we will have an
aid at the school check the bus
before it leaves the school. At
the bus yard, drivers will be
required to also look under the

_ seats before leaving the bus.”

Transportation Director Marv
Bartal said the driver involved is
a.woman who has been on the
job “for over a year.” When
asked if he’s had other problems
with her job performance, he
said “not at all.”

Bartal met with bus drivers on
Wednesday and Thursday “to
review the situation and go over
the procedures of what to do
after they're done with: their
routes.”

KIDS DAY NVERCK

Dedicated to Children’s Health, Safety & Environmental Awareness

Dr. Alex Tomko and his staff

a success.

more than 200 people and

.- Bar, . Max & Erma’s,
Alphagraphics, Burger King,
Steakhouse,

involved in making the first Can!on Kids Day America such

Together we gave away over 100 Kids ID card, hosted

" the Canton D.A.R.E. Program.

Sponsored by: Michigan Specific Chiropractic, P.C., 7276
No. Sheidon Road, Canton, 734-416-2442

Thank You!! A special thanks to Lana Olson of Referral
Network Real Estate, Inc. Additional thanks to: Canton
. Police Department, Canton _ Fire Department, Canton
.. Chamber of Cammerce, Willow Run Federal Credit Union,
., Good Food Company, Staples of Westiand, Chili's Grill &

The Canton : Observyer,

§ McDonalds, National Wildlife Federation, Summit on the
< Park, Kid Kingdom, Brighter Toy Store, our wonderful
3 volunteers and all the great people that let us display our
fiyers in their places of business.

would like to thank everyone

will be. making a donation to

Canton Softball Center,
Mexican Fiesta Il, Outback
OfficeMax,

L7880

The
includes:

six-step procedure

B The “empty” sign.is to be |

placed in the rear of the bus

above the emergency door with |

the magnet/clip provided.

B The “empty” sign is to be
used to denote the driver hag
checked the bus seats for stu-
dents and verifies there aré no
students left on board.

8 The “empty” sign is ta be
removed each time: the bus
leaves the yard as part of the
regular pre-trip procedures
before departure.

B No bus is to leave the yard
and operate on the streets and
roadwéys with an empty sign
visible to the driving public. * .

B Each bus parked in the yard |

must have an “empty” sign visi-
ble from the rear.

-8 Drivers who fail to adhere to
the above procedures are Subject
to disciplinary procedures.

Daughter faces charge
for check theft scheme

A 44-year-old Canton woman
intends to press charges against
her daughter for stealing and
using checks from her account
with a local credit union, accord-
ing to township polige reports.

The Howson Lane resident
told police that her 21-year-old
daughter took checks from her
bedroom while she was out of
town between May . 15-21.
Reports said a credit union
employee notified her on May 16
that a woman matching her

“daughtei’s description tried to
cash a check.

Reports said she was unsuc-
cessful, but then went to a Ply-
mouth branch and cashed a
check for $180. Canton pohce are
investigating the case.

Domestic violence

Canton police are seeking a
warrant for a 43-year-old town-
ship man for allegedly assault-
ing his wife.

Reports said the man had
moved out of his Bagok Park
home about three weeks ago.
The man called his wife and

web upgrade from page Al

e COP CALLS

asked for a meeting to talk about
divorce p:

At the meeting, reports said he
asked his 43-year-old wife to
sign several tax documents.
When she refused, he grabbed
her by the throat, reports said.

'he woman was able to escape

- and call police, reports said.

Spirited
A white male described as 5-

feet 10-inches tall, wearing a

dark coat with a white stripe
stole $50 worth of wine from
Holiday Market Tuesday mora-
ing, according to police reports.
Two employees saw the man
running from the wine section
out a north exit from the build-

" ing on Lilley Road south of Cher-

ry Hill. Canton police are inves-
tigating the inc¢ident,
Pizza pizza

Hungry Howie's Pizza was
robbed of $300 cash early Tues-

day, reports said.

A delivery driver noticed a
window near the restaurant’s
front door smashed out at about
8 a.m. Tuesday. Police discov-
ered the facility’s safe open and
cash missing.

Reports said $400 damage was
done to the restaurant. A brown
landscaping brick was found
near the window and police
believe it was used to gain entry,

Power line

A construction worker avoided
injury after a power line fell on
top of a backhoe Wednesday
afternoon, Canton Fire Chief

‘' Mike Rorabacher said.

The incident eccurred at
approximately 1:30 p.m. near
the intersection of Cherry Hill
and Lilley roads. Rorabacher
said the worker’s machine got
caught in a phone line and
pulled it down. The power line,
he said; came down with it.

g

The first step in the upgrade
was hiring a web page designer.
Thompson said technical skills
were not necessarily paramount
in filling the vacancy.

“We were looking for someone
with good technical and creative

skills,” he commented. “But we -

felt if someone had good creative
skills they could learn the tech-
nical skills.”

Mari Elhs a Umversxty of
Michigan graduate, took the job
nearly three months ago. She
has since begun an overhaul.

“We're getting a basic struc-
ture in first,” she said.' “We want
it to be a page people come back
to frequently and find interest-

IAﬂnalpllmwlllfoéusonmmmm,ho
added. Residents will likely be able to pay water
bills and taxes electronically, said Thompson.

ing.”
Navigation was one of her first
challenges with the site. Ellis

said ‘moving around the old page

was confusing. -

She solved that problem by
dividing the page into windows.
A menu of categories, such as
township departments, publica-
tions and news, is always pre-
sent. Clicking on one brings up
information, but doesn’t exclude

calladieadn
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and description of the picture, which must t have been
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that have been taken by our
publication date, page number
published

are $20 for the print, $7.50
in advance (check or credit

Open a checkmg 9

“account here,

and make a big

mvestment here.
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a browser from quickly getting to
a different area.

Thompson described the page's
reformatting as stage one of the
project.. New content will con-
stantly be added to the page,
such as township ordinances,
minutes of board and planning
commission meetings.

The project’s next two phases,
which should take about two
years to complete, will focus on

interactivity.

When completed, users will be
able to apply for township jobs
online, complete building per-
mits and send e-mail directly to
'specific departments, said
Thompson.

A final phase will focus on e-
commerce, he added. Residents
will likely be able to pay water
bills and taxes electronically,
said Thompson.

“That’s three or four years
away,” he commented.

It will take that long, Thomp—
son said, because the township is
doing everything itself. That
means rewriting software pro-
grams to allow for interactivity
and e-commerce.

“We're doing it ourselves
because we like having that
measure of control,” said Thomp-
son.

The end result will be a web
page that’s updated and tweaked
every day, said Ellis. No relying
on a third party to do the work,
in other words:

“It's a lot more efficient that
way,” she added.

The township’s web page can
be accessed at: www.canton-
mi.org.”

It’s like making two investments at once.
Open: a checking account at Community

Federal - Credit Union, and you'll
immediately benefit from our truly
outstanding financial service.

And for every checking account opened

between now and July

Federal will contribute

31; Community
1% of the new

balances to support education in the

commmmes we serve.*

“The Plymouth-Canton Community recipient
is the Educational Excellence Foundation
and their effort to purchase new globes for
every classroom in the district.

Open your checking account today, and help
us support this worthwhile endeavor. You
will also discover how wonderful it is to do
business with neighbors, friends and people

in your community.

At Your Service.
In Your Community.

Plymouth Branch ¢ 500 S Harvey * (734) 453-1200
Canton Branch ® 6355 N. Canton Center Rd. * (734) 455.0400

www.cfcu.org
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BY TRACEY BIRKENHAUER

AND SCOTT DANIEL
STAFF WRITERS

After 13 years of service, Lt.
Patrick Nemecek was recently
named Officer of the Year at
Canton’s 14th annual Police
Awards and Citations ceremo-

ner and practical jokes, Neme-
cek heads the department's
training program.

He has taken the program
further than anyone anticipat-
ed, according to Canton Public
Safety Director John San-
tomauro.

“It’s one thing to be an inno-
vator, but it's another to put
together an implementation
plan and see it through,” he
said.

“It’s an honor,” Nemecek
said of receiving the award. “I
do enjoy the job. I'm given
great resources and support by
the department.”

Nemecek is the first com-
mand officer to receive the
award.

He began his career with

Canton’s police department in
1987 after a four-year stint
with the Wayne County Sher-
iff. Since then, Nemecek has
served as a patrol officer and
community relations officer,
among others. He became a
lieutenant in 1992.
.+ . Nemecek has helped himself
by earning a master’s degree
from Eastern Michigan Uni-
versity.

“I'm always looking to better
myself,” he added. “I'm not the
type of guy to sit around and
rest on what I've done before.
I'm constantly looking toward
the future.”

The department offérs train-
ing from motorcycle school to
sniper school to radar certifica-
‘tion, attracting students from
as far as California.

“We looked at it as a way of
getting officers in a position
where we could offer training
to people,”
why the program was started.
“We wanted our officers to be
able to teach other officers.”

Santomauro anticipates the
training program will make
about $100,000 over its
expenses this year.

Nemecek worked with
builders, architects and others
in the community to plan,
design and eventually con-
struct the police department’s

ny., - :
Known for his friendly man-

Nemecek said of

Top cop: Nemecek cited
as best by township

STAFF PROTO BY PAUL HURSCHMANX

Honored: Pat Nemecek runs training programs for
the Canton Police Department. He is the first com-
mand officer to be named Police Officer of the Year.

new state-of-the-art firing
range. The new range has
become a necessity because of
increased departmental train-
ing and because more agencies
are using the Canton Police
Department’s current site.

The officer’s participation in
the decoy operation helped the
Canton Pdlige Department
reach 100 percent compliance
from local businesses in 1999.
The goal is to stop minors from
using tobacco products and
drinking alcohol.

“That’s turned out to be a
very successful program,” said
Nemecek.

Decoys are minor police offi-

cers sent into local stares to try
to purchase alcohol or tobacco.
If store employees sell to the
decoys, they are ticketed. For-
tunately for Canton, all the
stores targeted last year
passed the test.

“He's a hard worker and an
extremely bright guy,” San-
tomauro said of Nemecek
“He's a good communicator
and he assimilates well with-
people. He's almost a natural
for leadership.”

At the awards service, many
officers were honored for their
herdic contributions to the
community, as well as a few
civilian employees

Board OKs gun range

BY SCOTT DANIEL .
STAFF WRITER
sdaniel@®oe.homecomm.net

Christmas has arrived early
for Canton’s Police Department.

The money for a new outdoor
gun range was approved Tues-
day by the township board of
trustees, The facility, which will
be on Lilley north of Van Born,

will cost $408,000.

The range will provide Can
ton's 75 sworn officers an excel-
lent training venue, Public Safe-
ty. Director John Santomauro
said. He also sees it as cash-gen-
erator for the department

“We think it has tremendous
potential as a revenue source;”
Santomauro told trustees

Officers now use a range next
to Canton's Department of Pub-
lic Works building on Sheldon
The facility, which is near resi-
dential areas, was built in 1988

Santomauro said his depart-

B An indoor range would

- be less useful and more

expensive than an out-
door one, police said.

ment has simply outgrown the
site. Training time is limited by
its proximity to homes. Noise
from the range is also disruptive
for residents, he said.

The department briefly consid-
ered an indoor range. But it's
less useful and much
expensive than an outdoor
range, Santomaurp saxd

“We would be looking at §1
million or more. The versatility
of those ranges is very limited.”

The new range will be spread
out on nine acres. It will feature
25 shooting positions as well as

more

classroom facilities
A repel tower and confidence
course will be included. A var

ety of training will be done at
the site, Santomauro said,
including SWAT, sniper and
patrol rifle schools

He believes an ample market
exists for the outdoor range
Canton would provide ammuni-
tion, targets and other supplies
as well as instruction, said San-
tomauro. All of those costs would
be built into a contract fee for
departments using the facility

“Outdoor ranges are- at a pre-
mium right now.”
The director didn't give

trustees a construction timeline
Tuesday. But he did say, “we'll
be able to move rapidly toward

completion.”

Classrooms and parking facili-
ties would present the highest
costs in building the range at
$150,000 and $57,000, respec
tively. Nearly $40,000 is listed
as contingency in estimates
COstSs

Sneaky’s wins Class C approval

Canton's board of trustees met
in regular session Tuesday. It
took action on a number of
items, including

B A class C hquor license for
Sneaky's was approved. The bar
restaurant, night club combina
tion will be in the Golden Gate
Shopping Plaza on Lilley south
of Joy. An August opening 18
planned

B An eight-year 50-percent tax
granted to

abatement was
Schuler Inc. The new business,
which will specialize in hydro
forming parts for the automobile
industry, will be on Commerce
Boulevard east of [-275. The
company is expected to add 20
jobs '

8 A 10-acre parcel on the west

side of Beck between Hanford
and Warren roads was rezoned
o allow a 14-lot subdivision

B A water main extension in
the Central Park south subdivi
The main

ston was approved

will be extended along Geddes
from Beck to Denton
B The township renewed

assessment services with Wayne
County for five years

B A fairway mower was

bought for Pheasant Run Golf

Club. The mower, a Toro, will
cost $24,351

B Storage shelving was bought
for the township administration
building. It will help store
important township documents
The cost was 35 948

8@ Three non-union positi

mnms at

the Summit were reclassified
Assistant Commumty Center
Manager went from salary grade
7A ($41,400) to 10A ($48,300
rquatics specialist from grade
6A ($38,900) to SA ($43.600
recreation specialist from grade
3A (831.900) to 6A (838,900

B A $45.000 contract was
awarded to Wade-Trim/Associ-
ates for the township’s sidewalk
ramp project. The firm will pro
vide consulting and project man

agement services
B An $81,000
awarded to Cameron Contract

contract was

ing for construction of an in-line

skate hockey court at Flodin
Park. The project should take 90
days, according to the township

‘School hOpefulshit variety :

of education issues at forum

net

The five candidates seeking
the two four-year seats on the
Plymouth-Canton Board of Edu-
cation in the June 12 election
were together for the first time
Thursday night, answering ques-
tions concerning Proposal A, pro-
gram cuts, charter schools, merit
pay and MEAP scores, among
other issues facing the district,

The event was a publi¢ forum
hosted by the Plymouth and
Canton Observer newspapers
and the League of Women Vot-
ers, which will be broadcast sev-
eral times before the election by
Media One.

©On the ballot are challengers
Carl Battishill, James Donahue
and Kathleen Payne. Incum-
bents Elizabeth Givens and Judy
Mardigian are seeking re-elec-
tion.

Unlike last year's event, tais
year there was very little attack-
ing by candidates. And, at
times, c¢andidates even agreed
with each other on several
issues.

Concerning charter schools,
Donahue said, “We already have
an outstanding base in this dis-

| B Il;l,vo a feeling the
board doesn’t care
much about what the
people think.’
—-Annette Heindryckx,

district parent

“trict with good, creative pro-

grams. We just have to focus
more on the customer.”

On the issue of vouchers,
Payne noted, “There just isn’t
justification to give state dollars
to private school students.”

Answering a question concern-
ing poor morale in the district,
Mardigian said, “We have a new
superintendent with some fresh
ideas and an enthusiasm for
meeting with the staff and
spending a lot of time in the
buildings.” :

Givens said merit pay “carries
a lot of emotional baggage with
it ... if we can have the evalua-
tion and accountability and not
call it merit pay, it would be bet-
ter off for the district.” -

When it comes to MEAP
scores, Battishill said, “Those
scores are slipping as compared

Candidate ;... ... .:

to our nexghborl. We should -
either focus our attention o
that test .. or admit we aren’t
going t,o take that as a serious .
concern.”

The forum helped some of'
those in attendance understand
issues and, in some cases, deter-

mine who they will vote for nést -

month.

_“I was interested in what they
had to say about the MEAP and
how they will make sure all stu-
dents will have equal opportuni-
ty to use the facilities when the
new high school is built,”
Carolyn Rethwell of Canton.

“I want a candidate who does-
n't always do what the teachers
want. [ want & school board
member to do what the parents
want,” said an unidentified
woman who teaches in the dis-
trict.. “I am still upset about the
location of the new high school,
and I like merit pay for adminis-
trators.”

“I came to hear how each of
them spoke and handled them-
selves,” said Annette Heindryckx
of Plymouth Township. “I have
a feeling the board doesn’t care
much about what the people
think.”

ful,” she said.

Mardigian believes hiring
Booher is one of the better deci-
sions she's made while a member
of the Board of Education

“Kathleen has done a ot of lis-
tening and soliciting of feedback
from her staff,” she said. “She
has come up with ideas to try
and make the whole enterprise
of educ ating our. children more
user friendly.”

Mardigian sees the current
effort by Booher to reorganize
the central office administration
as a first step in improving edu-
cation and communication in the
district

“It's long overdue, and puts a
greater focus on our educational
programs,” said ‘Mardigian
“Kathleen has done a wonderful
job in motivating our adminis-
trators, sees them as team play-
ers and is quite a recognized
leader around the state among
superintendents.”

Mardigian sees her role as a

board member as one who sets
policy, is responsible for the tax-
payers money and uses creative
thinking to improve the district.

“The role of the board member
is to set policy first, and then
make sure the policy is fol-
lowed,” Mardigian said. “There’s
less of a need to be part of day-
to-day management, but instéad
be more focused on policy and
long-range planning. I consider
myself a fiduciary, making sure
our money is well-spent.

“I also think I have a lot of ere-
ative ideas and can bring my
business skills to bear on the
position,” she added. “I'm inter-
ested in increasing business
partnerships, not only to find
money but lookingto business on
how we can enhance our pro-
grams. Business partnerships
would also allow us to do things
we can't do because of our aver-
age fundiftg level.”

Some of the biggest challenges
Mardigian will face over the next

four years, if re-elected, include:

B State funding: “We need to
be competitive with our labor
market and lower class size, but
our funding keeps us from doing
that.”

B Vouchers: “I'm not in favor
of vouchers. [ think the money
for them will be taken out of the
state aid fund and economically
we'll feel the effects.”

8 District-wide growth: “We
need to have careful planning of
facilities s0 we can provide ade-
guate space.”

Mardigian said she sees her-
self as someone who can help the
public find solutions to their
problems

“l am a representative of the
community,” she said. “If people
feel they need they
can come to me and [ can direct
them where to go in the system
for information. [ can help them
get answers.”
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