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THE WEEK

AHEA

Today: The Plymouth
Salem High School
Cheerleading Team is
having a fund-raising

- car wash 8:30 a.m.-4:30
p.m. at Lighthouse Car
Wash, 41869 Ford Road,
Canton. - g

High school honorees:
Belleville High School
will hold its Distin-
guished Graduates Hall
of Fame and National
Honor Society Induction
Ceremony 2 p.m. in the
school auditorium, 555
West Columbia, :
Belleville.

TUESDAY

Local government: The
Canton Township Board
of Trustees holds a regular
meeting 7 p.m. in the
administration building,
1150 S. Canton Center Rd.

SPECIAL PAGE

Jobs galore: A special
Jobs and Careers page in
today’s issue features
information about Jobs
2K, a comprehensive
‘overview highlighting
employment opportunities
in the restaurant, food
and beverage
industry./G1

SALUTE

Congrats grads: Your
Observer newspaper
salutes the Class of 2000
in today’s issue. / A8
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School district
to streamline
administration

i | Plymouth-Canton School District Superin-
tendent Kathleen Booher has developed a
plan for restructuring the district’s central
office administration. A single deputy super-

intendent would be named.
BY TONY BRUSCATO : Booher will come under the Executive
9"| mml e Director for Educational Services,

In an effort to improve educational
gervices in the Plymouth-Canton
school district, as well as streamline
and create more efficiency in adminis-
trative services, Superintendent Kath-
leen Booher has developed a plan for
restructuring the district’s central
office administration.

The new model has a single deputy
superintendent, to whom four execu-
tive directors and a director will
report. The new deputy will answer to
Booher. Currently, there are two assis-
tant superintendents who report to
Booher.

The Assistant Superintendent of K-
12 Instruction, Patrick O'Donnell, will
become the deputy superintendent.

“Many times Pat is already doing the
job of a deputy superintendent, which
takes him away from his duties revolv-
ing around curriculum and instruc-
tion,” said Booher.

The Assistant Superintendent of

Employee Relations and Personnel, .

Errol Goldman, will keep his title.
Booher said the change in the posi-
tion to executive director of human

resources will take place through attri..

tion, meaning Goldman will retain his
assistant superintendent position until
he leaves the district, at which time
the job will become an executive direc-
tor at a lower compensation.

Most of the proposed changes by

Moving Wall visit highlights Liberty Fest

BY SCOTT DANIEL
STAFF WRITER
sdaniel@oe.homecomm.net

Canton’s ninth annual Liberty Festi-
val is about a month away.

Starting Thursday, June 23, town-
ship residents will be treated to four
days of activities and entertainment at
Heritage Park. Chairman Bob Dates
said the festival will be highlighted by
a visit from “The Moving Wall,” a half-
size replica of the Vietnam Veterans
Memorial in Washington, D.C.

Donahue
wants to -
reform

board

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER
thruscato@oe homecomm.net

After serving as Canton Township
treasurer from 1978-80, James Don-
ahue swore he'd never run for public
office again.

That's until he recently had an
opportunity to deal with the Plymouth-
Canton school board concerning a
nephew of ‘his that was expelled from
school. 4

“That's what made me aware of what
they're doing, and it made me mad,”
said Donahue. “I need to do something
about it ... people need to be aware of
what's going on.”

Donahue points out he's had two of
his own children pass through the
school district and he is very happy
with how they received their educa-
tions. However, in dealing with a trou-
bled nephew through the expulsion
process, Donahue said his eyes were
opened.

“The board is performing little or
none of its legal responsibilities, nor
taking its authority dictated by the

00

Verna Anible, who is currently director
of instruction. Three positions are
being added.

“Educational services are the most
changed in the district, and that’s for a
reason,” said Booher. “The changes
are needed in order to put to put the
proper support behind classroom
instruction for the sake of teachers,
kids and the principals who run the
buildings.”

Booher said the director of elemen-
tary education pre-kindergarten
through fifth grade, director of sec-
ondary education for the middle and
high schools, and the director of stu-
dent services “are at the heart of this
restructuring and what it will do for
students. It creates a situation where
those people in charge of leadership
are truly invested in what we are
doing for kids. ‘ »

“The director of elementary educa-
tion and director of secondary educa-
tion will be focused on curriculum and
instruction, and the staff development
it takes to deliver curriculum,” she
said. “The director of student services
works heavily on issues that affect a
student’s life ... safety and security
issues, harassment complaints and dis-
pute resolution. - The director of ath-
letics is not altered in any way.”

Booher’s proposed reorganization

Please see EDUCATION, A3
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“People will come to see'it not even
realizing that there's a festival going
on,” he said. “Other communities that
have had it have drawn large crowds.”

Not that the Liberty Fest is having
troublé drawing a crowd. More than
60,000 attended last year’s festival —
an all-time record, said Dates.

He attributes its success to evolution
and a little help from Mother Nature.

James Donahue

statute for elected officials,” Donahue
said. “I think they carry around rub-
ber stamps that say “Yes,” and they're
being led blindly by the staff on a very
short leash.”

As you might expect from a former
treasurer, tops on Donahue’'s list 1s
finances.

“The board is wasting ... blowing
millions of dollars a year,” he said. “I
understand the district is earning
about 2 percent on its money. Canton
Township is earning about 6 percent
The district's annual budget is $100
million.  That's four million down the
drain

“Nobedy is authorizing the bills

Please sce DONARUE, A4
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A touch of art

_Creating: Ruth Warnemuende of Canton, concentrates on her
oil portrait, “Buddies,” a rendering of her father and her
grandson that she was recreating from a photograph during a
¢lass in oil painting taught by Enita Sonnenberg at Summit
on the Park. The 8-week course offers instruction in oils and
technique, and repeats regularly. Sonnenberg also teaches at
John Glenn High’s Adult Education program in Westland.

STAFF PROTO 8Y PAUL HURSCHMANN

“We constantly tweak the event,”
said Dates. “But weather plays a big
part. We had four good weather days
last year. It was warm, but not too
hot.”

The Moving Wall, which features the
names of all American soldiers kiiled
in the war, will be at the festival all
four days, June 22-25. It will be sta-
tioned at the softball diamonds just
south of Heritage Drive.

“It will be lit and can be viewed 24
hours a day,” Dates said.

Several changes were made for this
year’s Liberty Fest.

The “Fun Zone” will be expanded.
Aimed at older and teenage children,
the zone will featuré a Velcro wall
jump, bungee run, speed pitch, rock
wall climb, hat-air balloon rides and a
giant slide.

A 3-D movie ride will be featured as
well, Dates said. The Fun Zone has
moved from one to all four days of the
fest, said Dates.

Please see FEST, A3

MDOT considers
Ford/I-275 changes

BY TRACEY BIRKENHAUER
STAFF WRITER

Massive development has caused
mammoth traffic tie-ups on south-
bound I-275 onto the Ford Road exit

The Michigan Department of Trans-
portation will hire a consultant to
examine the problems into the primary
freeway access point into Canton. The
expert will review the area and inter
change to devise an improvement plan

“Our goal is to relieve the congestion
you get on the southbound ramp for
maximum usage for peak travel time,”
said Mark Chaput, MDOT"s Taylor
Transportation Service Center manag
er. “This should be a relief for
motorists and improve the safety on
275.7

Improvements may include widening
the exit and/or lengthening the lanes
farther north

The Wayne County Traffic and Safe-
ty Department has timed traffic lights
in the area to keep traffic moving, but
MDOT recognizes that’s not enough

Julie Skubik of Plymouth avoids the
area during rush hour

“1 would never go there,” she said. "I
don't drive during rush hour and I cer
tainly avoid Ford Road.”

Kirk Urbanowicz, manager of the
Canton Bob Evans restaurant just off
the exit, said business would likely
improve if the traffic problem was

Home Delivery: 734-591-0500

B ‘Our goal is to relieve the
congestion you get on the
southbound ramp for
maximum usage for peak
travel time.’

Mark Chaput
—MDOT manager

fixed

“If it's done properly, it could really
help,” he said. “From three o'clock on,
that exit is congested all the way up

ol
275

The project consultant should be
hired by summer

“If there’s a low-cost fix with large
benefits to relieve congestion, we could
implement it as soon as 2001,” Chaput
said. “But I wouldn't commit to that.”

The plan is in response to driver
complaints as well as correspondence
from Canton Township asking for a
new interchange

“This is nothing new.,” said Canton
Township Supervisor Tom Yack. “We
started talking 12 vears ago. We need
more exits, but we know it's pot going
to happen.”

Another problem, Yack noted, is

Please see MDOT, A3
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District court race cloudy

mmmm
"AFF WRITER

Tl'o local mmys will be in court Tues
dny to find out whether their names can
appear on the August primary ballot for
35th District Court judge. -

At the same time, incumbent Judge Ron
Lowe is trying to avoid becoming the first
sitting 35th District Court judge to have a

challenger for re-election.

Attorneys William Selinsky of Northville -

Township and Peter Bec of Plymouth Town-
ship claim the state Board of Elections mis-
informed them about how many petitions

signatures were needed to put their names
o the August primary ballot to-face Lowe.

Selinsky said he was told at least 40; Bec’s
information was at least 100. In reality,
- they needed at least 600 valid signatures to
- get.into the race.

The Elections Bureau discovered that it
failed to include the population of the three
" townships in the court district, previously
colinting ogly the cities of Plymouth and
Northville. The required number of signa-
tures is based on the total population of t.he
district.

The state low-balled the number of signa-
tutes needed, Director of Elections Chris

Thomas admitted. Hawever, the state refus-
es to accept their petitions, sending both
attorneys to court to get their names on the
August. primary ballot in‘the non- partlaan

- election.

On the last day petitions were due, Lowe’s
telephone call led to the Board of Elections’
finding the mistake, . State officials then told
Selinsky and Bec, just hours before the peti-
tions were to be turned in to the state, that
they needed hundreds of additional petition
signdtures. :

Selinsky sued Secretary of: State Candice
Miller, Director of Elections Chris Thomas
and the Board of State Canvassers. He has
a show cause hearing Tuesday morning
before Wayne County -Circuit Court Chiefl
Judge Michael Sapala. :

"“] don’t believe that when you get informa-,

tion from the Secrétary of State you should-

have reason to dispute-it,” said Selinsky.
“You should be justified in relying on the
information.”

Bec said he will file a motion to intervene,

‘which if allowed by Sapala, would permit

Bec to piggy-back off Selinsky’s suit and
accept the same decision.

‘Lowe, who is running for re-election, is
also ﬁhng a motion to mtervene in Tuesday’s
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“l gave great thought to the campaign,

which makes tremendous demands on candi-

dates, their families, friends and jobs, not to
-mention time and money,” said Lowe.
unwilling to subject my family to a campaign
{:r two people who failed to comply with the

W.

“Some of the blame for their fallure can be
assessed to others,” said Lowe. “However,
they can’t absolve themselves with responsi-
bility to comply with the law. I'm attempt-
ing to have the law apphed to them as
should be.”

Lowe also said he hired his own ‘attorneys
because he is “unwilling to sit back and let
them present their cases without a second
side presented.”

Lowe hired his brother, Chuck Lowe. of
Canton, who has d law practice in Plymouth,
as well as Eric Doster. Lowe said Doster is
very familiar with campaign law.

Lowe insisted he isn't trying to subvert the
efforts of Selinsky and Bec but only trying to
enforce the law as it stands.

“The law is clear, and the Secretary of

‘State' did only what it could:*Apply the law.

(in denying the petitions),” said Lowe. “Mr.

Selinsky and Mr. Bec have to share the

blame. They can’t absolve themselves.”

Congratulations
o

Dr. Pinkney
on your 20th year
as an outstanding

Canton dentist

and
a terrific boss!

From the entire
dental team at:

Henry Pin‘uny, D.DS.
Joseph Greenbaum, D.D.S. |
and Associates

Dentistry for Adults & Children

" 42301 Cherry Hill » Canton
(at Lifley Road)

734-981-4040
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Men charged in  dog
fighting waive exam

On Monday, the two men
charged with pit bull fighting on
May 6 waived their rights to a
preliminary exam. No date has
been set for their trial. '

Bond for Ronald Wroble, 33, of
Canton is $20,000 and bond for
Jeﬂ?rey Pepper, 36, of Bellmlle
is $40,000.

Wroble and Pepper each are
charged with two felonies pun-
ishable by up to four years in

+ prison.

‘Cognac attack

On Monday, two men alleged-
ly absconded with three to six
bottles of $27 cognac from the
Farmer Jack grocery store, 225
S. Canton Center Road, accord-
ing to Canton police reports.

The store manager said two
men pulled up in an older Ford
van and headed directly to the
liquor aisle. One man pushed an
empty cart down the aisle while
the other shoved bottles of alco-
hol into his coat, reports said.

A couple of baggers spotted
them driving away and got their
license number.

Police still are searching for

the auspects

CANTON 6

MOWVIE CUIDE

© ROAD TRIP (R)

12:185, 2:20, 4:45, 7:30, 9:25

O CENTER STAGE (PG-13) memi
11:48, 2:10, 4:30, 7:18, 9:40 -
FLINTSTONES I8 VIVA ROCK
(PG) 12:10, 2:30, 7:08
FREQUENCY (PG-13)

11:40, 2:08, 4:20, 6:48, 8:10

Fuel filched

On Monday, several females
drove away with about $18 in
gas from Andy’s Mobil Mart,
44431 Michigan Avenue.

Three women pulled up to a
pump in a white Chevrolet
Monte Carlo, pumped the gas,

then took off heading east on

Michigan Avenue, reports said.
Police closed the case because
they didn’t have sufficient sus-
pect information. .
Landscape fake

On Tuesday, a Canton woman
reported she was conned out of
more than $6,500 when she
wrote a couple of checks to a
man posing as a landscaper.

The man never did the work.

Police still are investigating the
‘matter.

Ticket heist
On Tuesday, the manager of a

_ Michigan Avenue Amoco station

reported a missing book of
Heads or Tails lottery tickets,
worth $250, according to police
reports.

One winning ticket has since
been redeemed at the Clark sta-
tion on Main Street in Ann

Arbor. Tickets worth less than

$20 aren't run through the lot-
tery machine, but if someone
tries to cash in on a bigger win-
ner, the Lottery Commission
will know,

The commission has but a
hold on the book df tickets.

The manager doesn’t suspect
any employees of the theft. He
believes a customer took the
book from the counter when a
busy employee wasn't looking.

Police have closed the case
because they lack information.

Open a checkmg.

account here, |

It’s like making two investments at once.
Open a checking account at Community
Federal Credit' Union, and you'll
immediately benefit from our truly
outstanding financial service.

Wake-up call: Christine Chan of Plymouth,

STAFF PHOTO BY PAUL HURSCEMANN

I7; lzstenq to program instructor Jerry

Barnhbirt inside the Neon Drunk Driving Simulator, a car equipped with a comput-
er that simulates what a driver’s reaction would be when impaired by alcohol.

 Students simulate
driving while drunk

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER
tbruscato@oe. homecomm.net

If you drink, don’t drive.

. It’s a message that can't be expressed too often:
Q’tudentq at Plymouth-Canton Educational Park
had an opportunity to not only hear the message,
but experience first hand what it's like to-drink
and drive.

The Neon Drunk Driving Simulator supported
by DaimlerChrysler set up a road track in the
Canton High School ‘parking lot Thursday morn-
mg A specially equipped Dodge/Plymouth Neon
is programmed to produce an effect similar to the
slowed mental and physical responses of a driver
under the influence of alcohol.

“We put the students behind the wheel of the
Neon and asked how much they weigh,” said John
Crowe, the instructor for the program. “The com-
puter adjusts the bloed. aleohol limit to just over
the legal limit (.11), and delays the braking-and
steering to show students their reaction time will
be slowed down after drinking.”

The first lap around the course is normal, repra-

senting a sober .driver, and students generally
negotiate the track with no problem.

The second lap is a different story as the com-
puter delays the braking and steering. '

“They don’t stop where they want to, or turn
where they think they’re going.” said Crowe. “We
try to show them nohod\ makes a good drunk
driver.”

Rene Murray, 17, of Plymouth Township found
out the realities of driving while drinking

“I ran over a (pop up) pedestrian-and over a
bunch of (orange) cones,” said Murray, a Plymouth
Salem senior. “It gave me an idea of what it's like
being drunk behind the wheel

“When I was younger 1 was in a car with some

B ‘It's a really nice reality check for
these kids, they think they're so
invincible.’

Jenny Loza no
MADD

one who had been driving while drinking,” she
said. “That was a long time ago, but T wouldn't do
it now. Especially after driving that car.”

“It's a really. nice reality check for these kids,
they think lhu re so invinecible,” said Jenny
Lozano, administrator of the Wayne (mmt\ Chap-
ter of Mothers Against Drunk Driving. “They
think they can bandle a couple of beers.

“There is a problem in the Plymouth-Canton
community. It’s become. an affluent area and the
kids have resources-and money to buy liquor. The
public would be denymg themselves if they
thought it didn’t happen,” said Lozano, “This
demonstration is extremely nmelu for- kids with
prom and graduation coming soon.”

Many students admitted they didn’t know what
it was like driving drunk until taking a spin in the
simulator.

“F've always heard how dangerous it was, but
this was a reality check,” said Christine Chan, 17,
of Plymouth Township, who is also presidént of
Students Against Destructive Decisions at the
high school complex

“Some people don't think seriously.” she added
“SADD is trying to make kids more aware of their
decisions bécause they may have consequences
that are too late to change.”

“This will get to some students and make a dif-
ference,” added Lozano. “If we:save one life from
this demonstration then it's all worth it.”

Canton seniors to honor
friends in memorial service

BY TRACEY BIRKENHAUER
STAFF WRITER

On Wednesday, the Canton Senjor Adult Pro-
gram will remember those they've lost over the
past year.

The third-annual memorial will take place at 1
p.m. in the Heritage Park gazebo.

The memorial provides an opportunity for
friends, family and staff to remember special peo-

- ple.

“It’s important for the staff fo remember those
friendships,” said Dianne Neihengen, eoordinator
of program activities for the senior program. “It
seems. to please the families, knowing their.loved
ones are remembered. It's very low-key.”

Canton Police Chaplain Wayne Byrum will offi-
ciate. Everyone will meet at Summit on the Park
afterward for a small reception. The public is wel-
come.

The program lost 10 members from June 1999 to
May 2000. ;

Canton Township funds the Canton Senior
Adult Program, so membershaps are free. Seniors
meet at Summit on the Park in Canton Township .
five days a week for classes, lectures and exercise.

Last year, at least 3, 000 _seniors participated.
The program is open to anyone at least 55 years
old.

“People natural]y gravitate to people in theu‘
own age group,” Neihengen said, “There are a lot
of shared memories interests here.”

Education from page Al

includes hiring an instructional
technology coordinator.

“This person will work directly
in the instructional program to
ensure we have an educator in
this position and a technology
leader ... selecting technology for
our students’ future.”

Booher said her goal in the
restructuring is to work with
children from the time they
enter the district until the time
they leave.

“We're trying to creme an
integrated and seamless
approach to working with the
young people in this community
from birth to young adulthood,”
she said.

“If we do that in a way where
individuals Tecognize we are
committed to the entire pre-K to
young adult process, each of us
in it will create a continuous
program where everyone is
invested for the right reasons:”

The executive director for

business. services, which was
held by John Birchler who
recently resigned, will focus on
£inancial management of the
district enly, rather than incor-
poraté a number of support ser:
vices like transportation and
food services.

The executive director for sup-
port services will manage main-
tenance, food services, as well as
building and site issues

School board members have
given Booher the green light to

proceed with the changes, whidkgs

are expected to take place in the
2000-2001 school year

“It's long overdue that we
have specialization between ele-
mentary education, second ary
education and student services,”
said Trustee Judy Mardigian.

“I'm very supportive of the
plan.” e

“We've all looked for stream-
lining. and this will eventually

make people more responsxble
and productive,” added board .
member Steve Guile. :
While the new model appem
to include five riew positions,
Booher says restructuring of
some titles and positions will, in.

reality, result in the increase of - -

only one full-time employee thal
will cost an additional $96,000. ;

*We still have a central office
staff smaller than ‘many disé
trictssour size,” said Booher.

“This is the seventh largest
school district in the state, and
it's been functioning with a very
small number of key administra-
fors,” said Booher

“It puts each administrator in
a position of having such a
broad range of responsibility.

“This delineation of duties cre-
ates a better balance among the
individuals responsible for the
lines of work in the school dis-
trict.”
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“It was a huge suécess last

Four barber shop quartets will

The festival will conclude Sun-
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