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Flower power: Now’s the
time to plant those
springtime flowers. If you
plan right, you'll have a
constant bloom through-
out the summer. /D8

~ ENTERTAINMENT

Festival: Steven Dark, a
graduate of Clarenceville

High School in Livonia, is

one of the artists partici-
pating in the Greektown
Arts Festival, May 19-
21./E1
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HomeTown Classifieds
WORK!

.

“I got great action
from my Observer-
Eccentric classified
ad. My play struc-
ture sold really fast.”

—Arlene B.
Franklin

e a classified ad:

734-591-0900

Your hometown newspaper serving Canton for 25 years

Canton, Michigan
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from the

Bubble-icious: Molly
Innes of Canton, 13,
blows a bubble with her
gum while watching the
Hula Hoopers.

For roughly 220 students at Pio-

completed English unit was a sign
of the times.

Just not their times. -

A sock hop at the school Friday
completed a unit on the 1950s,
designed - to use distinctions
between then and now as reasons to
write, according to the teacher who
led the group back in time,

“For instance, we wrote compara-
tive essays on families back then
compared to families now,” said
English teacher Sally Yentz. “We
looked at Dr. Seuss books. We actu-
ally assigned roles to students —
scholars, disc jockeys, congressmen

“Please see BLAST, A8

neer Middle School, the recently

Say cheese: Tkacher Sally Yentz snaps a photo of
Stephanie Knight (from left), Kim Towne and
Alysa Johnson, all 13 from Canton, in front of a

backdrop with a “50s” sign.

English class takes students to the 50s

Muiti-dimensional: Pioneer Middle School students
_ watch the Alfred Hitchcock classic, “Dial ‘M’ for Mur-
der,” in 3- D Tuesday at the Penn Theater.
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Treasurer,
trustee
to face

challenge

Yack unopposed
in bid for 4th term

tion in this fall's general election.

‘Patterson faces House re-election fight, A2

BY SCOTT DANIEL
STAFF WRITER
danicl@oe.hom:

net

Unlike four years ago,
Canton’s Board of
Trustees will face opposi-

STAFY PROTUS BY PAUL HURSCHMANN

A pair of Democrats are running for township
treasurer and trustee, respectively. The current
board is uniformly Republican.

“I'm ready for the challenge,”

said Canton

Please see ELECTION, A2

Canton
teen guilty
of lesser
Icharge

FREEWAY CRASH

BY SCOTT DANIEL
STAFF WRITER
sdaniel@oe.homecomm.net

A 20-year-old Canton woman could serve up to
two years in jail in connection with the death of
a township teenager last year.

Sarah Cappuccitti was found guilty of negli-
gent homicide by Wayne County Circuit Court

Please see TRIAL, Ad

Marching mom wanted to send her kids a message

BY BRAD KADRICH
STAFF WRITER

Mary Halewicz is the mother of three
children, and she wanted to send them
a message. 2
That’s why Halewicz, a Canton

woman, was among the women partici-
pating in Sunday’s Million Mom March
in Washington, D.C.

“I just felt like I had to let my chil-
dren know the violence that permeates
society has just gotten out of hand,”
Halewicz said. “Being in Washington,

School board candidate

wants more

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER
ecomm.net

Carl Battishill said he likés what he
sees in the Plymouth-Canton school
district.

“I'm not out there tossing bricks,” he
said. “The teachers we have are excel-
lent. I like what I see the principals
doing.”

However, there are still a couple of
issues Battishill has on his list if he is
elected by voters June 12 to fill one of
two four-year terms on the board of
education.

“I1 have a lot of concern about student
achievement,” said Battishill. “I feel so
frustrated because our kids have far
less money spent on them (by the
state) than kids in other districts.

“On top of that, | see our MEAP
-com slipping compared to other dis-
tricts,” he added. “That really concerns
me. We get wrapped up about things
like school names when we really need
to address student achievement. It has

for district

e NSRRI (PR S wiois

Cart Battishill

to be our number one goal in whatever
we do.”

Battishill is in favor of lobbying state
legislators to get more foundation
meoney from the state

“We certainly need to change the for-

" Ploase see SCHOOL CANDIDATE, A5

Newsroom: 734-459-2700

and hearing those heart-breaking sto-
ries from the moms who spoke, makes
me realize there's more work to be
done. Going to Washington was the
easy part. When you have 750,000 peo-
ple converge, plus the rallies all around
the country, the awareness is there

now. It would be awful if something
didn’t come of this.”

Halewicz was one of thousands of
Michigan mothers who made the trek.
Many left on buses from Livonia, mak-
ing the 12-hour drive en masse in a

“Please see WOM, A5

Hoping for a title

Rooting interest: Raymond Klimas of Farmington Hills, 3,
watches intently as the Plymouth Whalers battle the Barrie
Colts in game seven of the Ontario Hockey League final at
Compuware Arena Tuesday. The Colts defmted the Whalers
and won the league championship. For more on the game,
please turn to Page C1 in today’s Observer.

STAFY PROTO BY PAUL HURSCHMANS
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Kimberly -‘Fo_rd‘.- age 10,
* daughter of Janice Ford of
» Canton has been selected as .
one of 25 finalists in txhi;

Sunny
in America Contest.
. winner ‘of the contest
'awarded a $10,000 college
. scholarship, the national title
. of “Strongest Kid in Amsnca

- and a host of other )

: Twenty-five kids praued
' for their mental strength,
phyncal strength and
: strength of ﬁ
' a chance to meet in New Y

xClty “mind to muscle” at the
:Sunny Delight Strongest Kid
'in America Try-athlon next

:week The finalists will be

irecognized for theéir unique

e e

Canton glrl is ﬁnahst

‘acconphahmenu by four-

time Olymmc medal winner
Summer , 88" well a.s’

. ual schools by euh.ing O
€  points scored during the
"‘ - event for dollars. :
" A fifth-grader from Gal-

limore Elementary, Kimberly
was nominated by her moth-

“ ¢r -among hundreds of kids

age 9-11 in the nationwide
search for Sunny Delight’s
Strongest Kid in America.
Nominators submitted a 150-
word esaay deseribing how.
their nominee shines by try-
ing harder in school, on the
playing field and in thelr
commumty

-
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! Photo Reprints* * AT > 734-591-0500
| Reader Comment Line 734-953-2040
- Sports Nightline 734-953-2104

¥

+'* OnLine — www.observer-eccentric.com —can be accessed with

- 1 just about any communications software: PC or Macintosh. You
+ are able to send and receive unlimited e-mail, access all features
' of the Internet, read electronic editions of The Canton Dbserver
+ ‘and other Observer & Eccentric Newspapers and chat with users
Z across town of across the country,
+ **Photo orders must be for pictures that have been taken by our
! staff photographers. Please provide publication date, page number
¢ and description of the picture, which must have been published
, within the past six months. Prints are $20 for the first print, $7.50
for each additional pr&m Payment is in advance {(check or crednt

¢ card).
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Patterson from state House

l'n'mascmmtk
STAFF WRITER

‘Bruce Pattersoh,‘ R-Cadtbn.
will have to win back his state
House seat in November before

_he can fulfill any leadernhxp :

ambitions. . -
Patteraon will run for mlec-

~ tion against Mickey Walsh of
Canton, a first-time candidate

for elected office who said Tues-
day he will run as “a dxffenent
kind of Democrat.”

There is no primary in the
21st District House race. Patter-
-son is unopposed on thz Republi-
can side,

A second Democntac chal-

lenger, Canton resident Tiffany -

" Sniderman, filed last week but
withdrew from: the race before
Tuesday’s ﬁlum daaéhne Candz-

"21ST DISTRICT

dates have until Fnday to mt.h—

draw from the ballot.
Sniderman failed to return

phouo calls Tuesday, .

~ Walsh, 61, is rstimd fmm the

“UAW. He prevxoualy served. as
assistant director of community
. services at UAW headquarters

in Detroit.

“My entire adult hfe T've been
dedicated to improving the lot of
working families and I see this
(campa:gn) as an extension of

- that,” Walsh said.

The Canton Democrat said he

realized he was facing a tough - isn

task in opposing ‘a popular
incumbent in a district that has
favored Republicans in recent
elections.

Electlon from page Al

- The 21st District includes
most of Canton, the city of
Belleville and Van Buren and

- Sumpter townships.

Patterson, who is currently
associate speaker pro tempore,
said he welcomes the challenge.
“I’'m one who favors two-year

"terms. It keeps us accessible and

accountable,” he said.
Patterson said he has been

-encouraged to seek out a leader-

ship role in a second term, possi-
“bly as Speaker of the House. But
he acknowledged Tuesday he

isn’t taking his re-election or the
Republican Party’s continued
hold on the Legislature for

“ granted.

The incumbent offered a

lengthy list of first-term accom-
plishments in a re-election
announcement last week.

‘“We have achieved a great

' deal in the 90th Legislature,” he

said in a prepared statement. “In
a little over one year personal
income tax rates have been cut
several times, the Merit Award
Scholarship program has been
established, welfare reform has
been implemented, road funding
has been increased,” Patterson
said.

He also cited improvements in
health care and consumer pro-
tection, as well primary enforce-
ment of seat belts, an issue pre-
vious legislatures had “ducked,”
according to Patterson.

The Canton resident served
two terms on the Wayne County
Commission before his election
to the Legislature in 1998.

‘Treasurer Elaine Kirchgatter. “I -

think it will be an interesting
race.” : >

Tuesday marked the filing
deadline for candidates in state
and local races this year. Those
running for township board had
to file petitions with the clerk’s
office with anywhere from 45 sig-
natures for Democrats to more
than 100 for Republicans,

Each candidate can officially -
withdraw until 4 p.m. Friday.

The state primary will be held
on Aug. 8 and the general elec-
tion on Nov. 7.

All seven member’s of Canton
Board of Trustees are seeking re-.

election. Kirchgatter is going for

Tom Yack

her third and final term as trea-
surer.

. Preseuied by :
- Hands On Center For Physical Therapy
“A GOOD WALK SPOILED” -
Golfers hawe. 40: ﬂthwm.?

experience a (orm neis
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and not recur.
Amyone who = uses practices

pain on the outside of _repeditive’ motion is susceptible 10

of a nﬂlw mjury. The
goter. The culprit-is the excessive compounded.

demand placed on the extended iy
left wirist as it
“the swing. |

roblem is - often

. the tendency 1o

ignore the warning signs in the B
5 the club through - betief that one’s options are limited
mmation where the to. growing discomfort of finding

“tendon attaches to the outside of oneself medically barred from

the efbow- brings on. a.bout of

m? ativity necessafy 10 |
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Terry Bennett

She says she won't campaign
differently just because she’s fac-
ing opposition. =

“I stand by my record Kirch-
gatter commented. “People can
cast their treasurer ballots
accordingly.”

Deémocrat Stephen J. Kili-
janczyk will oppose her. A finan-
cial consultant for the medical
mdnst.ry he sees technology as a
key in runnmg an efficient
department. 2

“The ability to do things dlﬁ'er—
ently is at the forefront,” said
Kilijanczyk. ‘We need to pursue
those avenues.”

He thinks neighborhoods and
roads should be major areas for
concern in the township.

“The county has a plan,” said
Kilijanczyk. “After that, it will
bé up to us at the townshxp
level.” -

Democrat Lorna Fraser-Crepf

" filed for township clerk, but

withdrew Wednesday. Terry
Bennett will now begin a second
full term in November.

“This is a great job,” said Ben-

Elaine Kirchgatter

nett. “It’s an opportunity to

‘make a positive impact in the

community.”

She has no political aspira-
tions beyond her post as clerk.

“1 truly enjey being in Can-
ton,” Bennett said. “I think local
government is the closest to peo-
ple and can have the most
affect.”

Tom Yack will win hu fourth
term as Canton Supervisor in

November. It might not neces-

sarily be his last, either: - ...
"“As long as I'm contributing,
having fun and healthy,” Yack
said, “I'd consider another term.”

He still has a zest for the job.
“I'm probably as motivated

today as I was (in 1988),” Yack’

said. “T keep track of everything,
I pay attention to detail.”

Democrat Tom Hartnett will

try to unseat one of Canton’s
Trustees. Robert Shefferly,
Philip LaJoy, John Burdziak and
Melissa McLaughlin have served
between one and three full
terms.

Canton's Library Board will
also go through the election pro-

_cess this fall. All six board posi-

tions will be open.

There is no primary for library
board candidates.

According to the township
clerk’s office, just six Canton res-
idents filed for the race. They
include incombents James
Gillig, Kreg Grubéer, Kathy
Young, George Snow and Jean-
nie Moody-Novak. If he stays in
the non-partisan race, Cecil L.
Young will join the board.

CANTON 6

MOVIE GQUIDC
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(PG-13) sernn

12:00, 2:20, 4:50, 7:20 9:36
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Best dressed:
“Yogi,” a 2-year-
old Golden
retriever, won
“Best Dressed”
dog. He’s hold-
ing onto his
owner Ann
Karfis of Novi.

STAFY PROTOS BY PAUL HURSCHMANN

What is this? Some kind of dog parade? A little girl on a bike asked that question as hundreds of dogs and their owners set out on a two-mile jog/walk through Ply- .
mouth Saturday in the 12th Annual Dog Jog to benefit the Plymouth Kiwanis. Here, a mid-section of the walkers crosses South Main Street at Wing.

Dog Jog

Hundreds of feet, paws take to streets
to raise money for Kiwanis Club

BY BRAD KADRICH
STAFF WRITER
bkadrich@oe.homecomm.net

Now that’s a lot of pooper scoopers.

More than 200 participants came out
for Saturday’s fourth-annual Plymouth
Dog Jog, presented by the Kiwanis Club
to benefit the Humane Society. That’s a
record for the young event, which will pre-
sent the Humane Society with a check for
$10,000 thanks to the efforts of the 210

joggers. The Kiwanis Club gets another
$4,000, making it the biggest fund raiser
in the event's short history.

“This is our biggest turnout,” said
Denise Chapman, “Vice Boss Dog” for the
event. “It seems to keep growing as word
gets out there. We've even got people who
couldn't be at this one who asked to be
put on our mailing list for future events.”

Participants who registered early paid a
$20 fee; those registering on the day of
the event paid $25. Joggers were also

allowed to get pledges, and the top three
pledge-getters earned prizes.

Renee Kochanek of Plymouth was the
day's biggest money-maker, getting
$1,275 worth of pledges. Canton’s Jackie
Walesch got $410 in pledges, while Tracy
Lee of Plymouth raised $303.

Contestants also had a little fun with
categories like “Best Lookalike,™ “Best
Dressed” and “Longest Tail,” which pre-
dictably went to an Irish Wolf Hound.

Did you know?
B The Canton Public Library

has a new Web address?
www.cantonpl.org .

@ Thursday, May 18, is the
20th anniversary of the Mt.
Saint Helens volcano eruption?

B A pickle is the world's most
humorous vegetable?

B After nearly 14 years of ¢on-
struction, the $16 miilion Brook:*
lyn Bridge opened over the East
River in New York on May 24,
18837

8 Bank robbers Bonnie and
Clyde were captured and killed
on May 23, 19347

Library construction
update

Beginning this week, kids
entering the library may visit
the Community Room to find
children’s books, paperbacks,
videos, CDs, CD-ROMs and pup-
pets”The Community Room will
house the Youth Department (m
lections until the new Children’s
Library is ready to-open in early
August. Visit the proposed floor
plan and our photo album of the
expansion at our Web site: www
metronet. lib. mi. us/ canton/
updates/ index. html

Web Watch

Check out these Web sites

B www. firstladies.org

B www. politicalcartoons.com
8 www. themoonlitroad.com
B www. scitechdaily.com

QEA

Q: What is the
Bill?

A: The latest effort to
barriers to voter régistration
resultéd in the passage of the

Motor Voter

remove

Motor Voter Bill, which was
signed into law by President Bill
Clinton on May 20, 1993, This
bill requires states to allow voter
registration by mail or when a
citizen applies for or renews a
driver’s license.

The sourceé for this information
is “Chase’s 2000 Calendar of
Events.”

At the movies

Here are some new DVDs
available at the library:

B The Sixth Sense

W Titanic

B Noiting Hill

B Shakespeare In Love

B Out of Sight

Books on tape

Here are some books on audio
tape available from the library:

8 A Cold Day in Paradise by
Steve Hamilton

® Carolina Moon by
Roberts

B The Light of Other Days by
Arthur C. Clark and Stephen
Baxter

B Follow the Stars Home by
Luanne Rice

B Hearts In
Stephen King

Nora

Atlantis by

Hot topic of the week

B National New Friends, Old
Friends Week! May 21-27 is a
week fa celebrate old friends and
new friends: This is the time to
remember how vital friends are
for our emotional, physical and
even professional career and suc-
cess. “Friendshifts” is the word
coined by author and sociologist
Jan Yager to denote the way our
ideas aboyt friendships as well
as who our friends are change as

we go through the different
stages of life. For mere informa
tion, contact Yager at
jyager@aol com

@

I8 com

of the

the Canton Library
d by Laura Dorogi

ibrary staff. The library is at
"’”M\ Canton Center. For mq
information about library pr
grams and services, call "?.‘47‘

0999

Percussion Day is Saturday

issive Arts
with the

usic boost

The Michigan Perc
Society, 1n conjunct
Plymouth-Canton

ers, {8 sSponsoring a Day uT Per
cussion this Saturday at Ply
mouth Salem High School

The music f‘w"l\.!{ will consist
of percussion chn during the
day, followed by an evening per
cussion performance The pre-
gentations are hosted by Gregg
Rinehart, Michigan Percussive

Arts Society president and per
cussion instructor at Salem

The clinics are intended to
teach. challenige and inspire cur

rent and future percussionists at

the high school and maiddl
school levels

The clinics will cover Latin
percussion, keyboards, sounds of
the orchestra, drum set, percus
sion ensemble and drumline
Students can register for $10 at
Salem High School beginning at
£:30 a.m., and is not limited to
Plymouth-Canton students

There will be an evening per
cussion coneert in the Plymouth
Salem Auditorium beginning at
7:30 p.m. The cost for the concert
is $7 for adults and $5 for stu

dents

(Ooh-la-la. Searching for that international look?)

International & American
Designer Clearance

- 40%0

a fabulous selection for women, from the names you love.
Hurry in, before Fifi gets the best bargains!

Jacobsons

Birmingham » {248) 644-6000

Livonia « (734) 591-7696 Rochester * (248) 651-6000

SHOPPING HOURS » MON-SAT 10-9 « OPEN SUN AT NOON

www. jacobsons.com J—
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