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D E A R R E A D E R S . 
Effective with today's issue, we've 

made improvements in t h e section 
f ron t flags inside your Canton 
Observer. 

We've designed a special 
for the section f ront flags, i t s 
distinctive and easier to read. 
Section front letters also a re larger 
and easier to read. 

At the bottom of t h e page you 11 
find the telephone n u m b e r and 
internet addresses of the editor and 
the newsroom. We wan t to make it 
easy for you to reach us. 

We've also changed the name of 
oi*r Community Life section to 
HomeTown Life so t h a t i t more 
clearly reflects the hometown news 
- news about weddings, 
engagements, religion a n d births -
contained in the section. 

You will continue to see 
improvements in the way we 
package and present your 
hometown newspaper which is part 
of the HomeTown Communications 
Network. ' ' * 

Our aim is to make .Qsr \ . J 
newspapers the essent ial too for 
our readers and the i r families to 
live thegood life in the i r home, 
towns. Tnat 's why we a r e making 
these changes, wi th o thers soon to 
come. 

Tell me wha t you th ink . You can 
reach me a t (734) 953-2100 or at 
srosiekQoe. homecomm. net . 

Your hometown newspaper serving Canton for 25 years 

hometownnewspapers.net 
Canton, Michigan 

75C 

Sincerely 

Susan Roeiek, 
Publisher 

I N T H E P A P E R 

TODAY 
AT HOME 

Rower power: Now's the 
time to plant those 
springtime flowers. If you 
plan right, you'll have a 
constant bloom through-
out the summer. / D8 

ENTERTAINMENT 

Festival: Steven Dark, a 
graduate of Clarenceville 
High School in Livonia, is 
one of the artists partici-
pating in the Greektown 
Arts Festival, May 19-
21./El 
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Blast 
from the 

Past 

B u b b l e - f c l o u o : Molly 
Innes of Canton, 13, 
blows a bubble with her 
gum while watching the 
Hula Hoopers. 

Surr PHOTOS BT PALI Hvwnuw 
Say cheese: Teacher Sally Yentz snaps a photo of 
Stephanie Knight (from left), Kim Towne and 
Alysa Johnson, all 13 from Canton, in front of a 
backdrop with a "50s" sign. 

English class takes students to the '50s 
BY BRAD KADBICH 
STAFF WRITER 
b k a d r i c b e o e . h o m e c o m m . n e t -

For roughly 220 students at Pio-
neer Middle School, t h e recently 
completed English unit was a sign 
of the times. 

J u s t not their times. 
A sock hop a t the school Friday 

comple t ed a u n i t on t h e 1950s, 
d e s i g n e d to u se d i s t i n c t i o n s 
between then and now as reasons to 
write, according to the teacher who 
led the group back in time. 

"For instance, we wrote compara-
t ive essays on families back then 
compared to fami l ies now," said 
English teacher Sally Yentz. "We 
looked at Dr. Seuss books. We actu-
a l ly ass igned roles to s tuden t s -
scholars, disc jockeys, congressmen 

P l e a s e s e e BLAST, A8 

K 

$ 
Muttl-dlmensional: Pioneer Middle School students 
watch the Alfred Hitchcock classic, Dial 'M' for Mur-
der,'" in 3-D Tuesday at the Penn Theater. 

CBOOO HomeTown Communicator* Nsfwor* ' " 

Treasurer, 
trustee 
to face 
challenge 
Yack unopposed 
in bid for 4th term 

BT SCOTT DANIEL 
STAFF warm 
•danieieoeJaoaeooaua.net 

Unlike four years ago, 
C a n t o n ' s B o a r d of 
Trustees will face opposi-

tion in this fall's general election. 

Patterson faces House re-election flght, A f 

A pair of Democrats are running for township 
treasurer and trustee, respectively. The current 
board is uniformly Republican. 

"I'm ready for t h e challenge," said C a n t o n 

Please see ELECTION, A2 

Canton 
teen guilty 
of lesser 

* 

charge 
i FREEWAY CRASH 

BY SCOTT DANIEL 
STAFF w u r r e a 
• d a h i e l 9 o e . h o m e c o m m . n e t 

A 20-year-old Canton woman could serve up to 
two years in jail in connection with the death of 
a township teenager last year. 

Sarah Cappuccitti was found guilty of negli-
gent homicide by Wayne County Circuit Court 

. . P l ease see TRIAL, A4 

Marching mom wanted to send her kids a message 
BY BRAD KADRICH 
STAFF WRITER 

Mary Halewicz is the mother of three 
children, and she wanted to send them 
a message. 

T h a t ' s w h y Ha lewicz , a C a n t o n 

woman, was among the women partici-
pating in Sunday's Million Mom March 
in Washington, D.C. 

"I just felt like I had to let my chil-
dren know the violence t h a t permeates 
society has just gotten o u t of hand," 
Halewicz said. "Being in Washington, 

and hearing those heart-breaking sto-
ries from the moms who spoke, makes 
me rea l ize t h e r e ' s more work to be 
done. Going to Wash ing ton was the 
easy part. When you have 750,000 peo-
ple converge, plus the rallies all around 
the count ry , the awarenes s is the re 

now. It would be awful if someth ing 
didn't come of this." 

Halewicz was one of t h o u s a n d s of 
Michigan mothers who made the trek. 
Many left on buses from Livonia, mak-
ing the 12-hour drive en masse in a 

P leaae see 

School board candidate 
wants more for district 
B T TONY B E U 8 C A T 0 
STAFF Warm 
tbruacato* 

Carl Battishil) said he likes what he 
sees in the P lymouth-Canton school 
district. 

"Fm not out there tossing bricks," he 
said. "The teachers we have are excel-
lent. I like what I see the principals 
doing." 

However, there are still a couple of 
issues Battishill has on his list if he is 
elected by voters June 12 to fill one of 
two four-year t e rms on the board of 
education 

1 have a lot of concern about student 
achievement," said Battishill. "I feel so 
f ru s t r a t ed because our kids have far 
l e s s money s p e n t on t h e m (by t h e 
state) than kids in other districts 

"On top of t h a t . 1 see our M E A ? 
score* slipping compared to other dis-
tricts," he added. "That really concerns 
me. We get wrapped up about things 
like school names when we really need 
to address student achievement. It has 

Cart OattleNil 

to be our number one goal in whatever 
we do." 

Battishill is in favor of lobbying state 
l e g i s l a t o r s to get more f o u n d a t i o n 
money from the state 
• "We certainly need to change the fer-

Hoping for a title 

Rooting Interest: Raymond Klimas of Farmington Hills, 3, 
watches intently as the Plymouth Whalers battle the Barne 
Colts in game seven of the Ontario Hockey League final at 
Compuware Arena Tuesday. The Colts defeated the Whalers 
and won the league championship. For more on the game, 
please turn to Page CI in today's Observer. 
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Canton girl is finalist 
J Kimber ly F o r d , age 10, 
; d a u g h t e r of J a n i c e Ford of 
• Canton has been selected as 
' one of 25 f i n a l i s t s in t h e 
J Sunny Delight Strongest Kid 
• in A m e r i c a C o n t e s t . T h e 
t winner of the contest will be 
J awarded a $10 ,000 college 

scholarship, the national title 
J of "Strongest Kid in America" 
• and a host of other prizes. V 
; Twenty-f ive k ids p ra i sed 
- f o r t h e i r m e n t a l s t r e n g t h , 
I phys i ca l s t r e n g t h a n d 
; strength of character will get 
a chance to meet in New York 

' City "mind to muscle" at the 
; Sunny Delight Strongest Kid 
• in America Try-athlon next 
i week. The finalists will be 
i recognized for the i r unique 

a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s by f o u r -
time Olympic medal winner 
Summer Sanders, as well as 
earn money for their individ-
ua l schoo l s by c a s h i n g n 
p o i n t s s co red d u r i n g t h e 
event for dollars. 

A f i f t h - g r a d e r f rom G a l -
limore Elementary, Kimberly 
was nominated by her moth-
er among h u n d r e d s of k i d s 
age 9-11 in the na t ionwide 
search for Sunny De l igh t ' s 
S t r o n g e s t Kid in A m e r i c a . 
Nominators submitted a 150-
word essay descr ibing how 
their nominee shines by try-
ing harder in school, on the 
p l ay ing field a n d in t h e i r 
community. 

UAW retiree looking to oust 
Patterson from state House 

H O W T O R E A C H U S 

\ Circulation Nfchtline 734-955-2008 
j Classified Advertising . . .734-591-0900 
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t # c h n e i d e r ® o e J » o m e c o m m . n e t 

Bruce P a t t e r s o n , R-Canton, 
will have to win back his s tate 
House seat in November before 
be can fu l f i l l a n y l e a d e r s h i p 
ambitions. 

Patterson will run for re-elec-
tion a g a i n s t Mickey Walsh of 
Canton, a f i r s t - t ime candidate 
for elected office who said Tues-
day he will run a s "a different 
kind of Democrat." 

T h e r e is no p r i m a r y in t h e 
2l8t District House race. Patter-
son is unopposed on the Republi-
can side. 

A second D e m o c r a t i c cha l -
lenger, Canton resident Tiffany 
Sniderman, filed las t week but 
withdrew f rom t h e race before 
Tuesday's filing deadline. Candi-

21ST DISTRICT 

dates have until Friday to with-
draw from the ballot. 

S n i d e r m a n ' f a i l e d to r e t u r n 
phone calls Tuesday. 

Walsh, 61, is retired from the 
UAW. He previously served as 
ass is tant director of community 
services at UAW headquar te rs 
in Detroit. 

"My entire adult life Fve been 
dedicated to improving the lot of 
working families and I see this 
(campaign) a s an extension of 
that," Walsh said. 

The Canton Democrat said he 
realized he was facing a tough 
t a s k in o p p o s i n g a p o p u l a r 
incumbent in a district tha t has 
favored Republ icans in recent 
elections. ' 

T h e 2 1 s t D i s t r i c t i n c l u d e s 
m o s t of C a n t o n , t h e ci ty of 
Belleville and Van Buren and 
Sumpter townships. 

P a t t e r s o n , who is cu r r en t ly 
associate speaker pro tempore, 
said he welcomes the challenge. 
"I 'm one who favors two-year 
terms. It keeps us accessible and 
accountable," he said. 

P a t t e r s o n said he h a s been 
encouraged to seek out a leader-
sh ip role in a second term, possi-
bly as Speaker of the House. But 
he acknowledged Tuesday he 
isn't taking his re-election or the 
Repub l i can Pa r ty ' s con t inued 
ho ld on t h e L e g i s l a t u r e fo r 
granted. 

T h e I n c u m b e n t o f fe red a 

lengthy Ust of first-term accom-
p l i s h m e n t s in a r e - e l e c t i o n 
announcement last week. 

"We h a v e a c h i e v e d a g r e a t 
deal in the 90th Legislature," he 
said in a prepared statement. "In 
a l i t t le over one yea r personal 
income tax rates have been cut 
several times, the Merit Award 
Scholarship program has been 
established, welfare reform has 
been implemented, road funding 
has been increased," Pa t te r son 
said. 

He also cited improvements in 
hea l th care and consumer pro-
tection, as well primary enforce-
ment of seat belts, an issue pre-
vious legislatures had "ducked," 
according to Patterson. 

The Canton res iden t s e rved 
two terms on the Wayne County 
Commission before his election 
to the Legislature in 1998. 

Election from page A1 

Treasurer Elaine Kirchgatter. "1 
th ink it will be a n in teres t ing 
race." 

T u e s d a y m a r k e d t h e f i l ing 
deadline for candidates in state 
and local races th i s year. Those 
running for township board had 
to file petitions with the clerk's 
office with anywhere from 45 sig-
na tures for Democra ts to more 
than 100 for Republicans. 

Each candida te can officially 
wi thdraw un t i l 4 p.m. Friday. 
The s ta te p r imary will be held 
on Aug. 8 and the general elec-
tion on Nov. 7. 

All seven member 's of Canton 
Board of Trustees are seeking re-
election. Kirchgatter is going for 

Tom Yack 

her third and final term as trea-
surer. 

Hands On 
Catter Presented by 

Hands On Center For Physical Therapy 

"A GOOD WALK SPOILED" 
Golfers haw been krtov.fi to 

experience- a <orm of Tennis 
elbow* m Ihetr non-dominant arms, 
whtch cautes pa»n on the outside ot 
the left elbow oi a right-handed 
gortef. The culprit is the excessive 
demand placed on the extended 
left vt-risl as it pulli the club through 
the swing. Inflammation where the 
tendon attaches to the outside of 
the elbow brings on a bout of 
tendinitis: ftw treatment, golfers 
should look to a program of 
physical thorapy that may tndude 
ultrasound t retment and 
electrotherapy, as well as a weight 
program to strengthen the extensor 
muscles of the wrist. When these 
muscles are sufficiently strong to 
withstand the force of swingmg the 

got! dub, the paio will disappear 
and notiecur. 

Anyone who uses practices 
repetitive motion is susceptible to 
injury. The problem is often 
compounded by the tendency to 
ignore the Warning sigris in the 
belief that one's options are limited 
to growing discomfort or finding 
oneself medically barred from 
performing an activity necessary to 
one's well being or livelihood. At 
the HANDS ON CENTER FOt 
PHYSICAL THEXAPY, we can show 
you how body mechanics and 
workplace adjustment can help 
solve your dHmemma To learn 
more, call our center, located in 
Plymouth, at 470 Forest 
Suite 20, at 45S-8370. 

n 
n 

fS. Gotten thuuld abo cngtfe m ««J ftaMtxWy «icu« 
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lerry w n n e n 

She says she won't campaign 
differently jus t because she's fac-
ing opposition. » -

"I s tand by my record," Kirch-
ga t t e r commented. "People can 
c a s t t h e i r t r e a s u r e r b a l l o t s 
accordingly." 

D e m o c r a t S t e p h e n J . Kil i-
janczyk will oppose her. A finan-
cial consul tan t for the medical 
industry, he sees technology as a 
key in r u n n i n g an e f f i c i e n t 
department . - -

"The ability to do things differ-
en t ly is a t the forefront ," said 
Kilijanczyk. "We need to pursue, 
those avenues." 

He th inks neighborhoods and 
roads should be major areas for 
concern in the township. 

T h e county has a plan," said 
Kilijanczyk. "After tha t , it will 
be u p to us a t t h e t o w n s h i p 
level." 

Democrat Lorna Fraser-Crepf 
f i l ed fo r t o w n s h i p c l e rk , b u t 
w i t h d r e w W e d n e s d a y . T e r r y 
Bennett will now begin a second 
full term in November. 

"This is a great job," said Ben-

1 1 5 % OFF 
ALL TREATED LUMBER 

TTUz lOeefieh/f 
S O 0 0 o f f P e r flallon on 

any Deck Sealant 
with thto coupon 

FEB GOOD THROUGH 5 21 /2000 

£ = » 1 3 M ^ 
$ 6 " - -

1 0 % OFF 
ALL CEDAR DECKS 

Elaine Kirchgatter 

n e t t . " I t ' s an o p p o r t u n i t y t o 
make a positive impact in t h e 
community." 

She has no pol i t ical a s p i r a -
tions beyond her post as clerk. 

"I t ru ly enjoy being in Can-
ton," Bennett said. "I think local 
government is the closest to peo-
p le and can h a v e t h e m o s t 
affect." 

Tom Yack will win his four th 
t e r m as Canton Supe rv i so r in 
November. It might not neces-
sarily be his last, either. 

"As long as I 'm contr ibut ing, 
hav ing fun and heal thy," Yack 
said, "I'd consider another term." 

He still has a zest for the job. 
" I 'm probably a s m o t i v a t e d 

today as I was (in 1988)," Yack 
said. "I keep track of everything. 
I pay attention to detail." 

Democrat Tom H a r t n e t t will 
t r y to u n s e a t one of C a n t o n ' s 
T r u s t e e s . R o b e r t S h e f f e r l y , 
Philip LaJoy, John Burdziak and 
Melissa McLaughlin have served 
b e t w e e n one a n d t h r e e f u l l 
terms. 

Canton ' s Library Board will 
also go through the election pro-
cess this fall. All six board posi-
tions will be open. 

There is no primary for library 
board candidates. 

Accord ing to t h e t o w n s h i p 
clerk's office, just six Canton res-
iden t s filed for t h e race. They 
inc lude i n c u m b e n t s J a m e s 
Gi l l ig , Kreg G r u b e r , K a t h y 
Young, George Snow and Jean -
nie Moody-Novak. If he stays in 
the non-part isan race, Cecil L. 
Young will join the board. 
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STATT P n r a IT PAUI I 

What is this? Some kind of dog parade? A little girl on a bike asked that question as hundreds of dogs and their owners set out on a two-mile jog /walk through Ply-
mouth Saturday in the 12th Annual Dog Jog to benefit the Plymouth Kiwanis. Here, a mid-section of the walkers crosses South Main Street at Wing. 

Best dressed: 
"Yogi," a 2-year-

old Golden 
retriever, won 

"Best Dressed" 
dog. He's hold-

ing onto his 
owner Ann 

Karfis of Novi. 

Dog Jog 
Hundreds of feet, paws take to streets 

to raise money for Kiwanis Club 
BY BRAD KADRICH 
STAFF WRITER 
b k a d r i c b O o e . h o m e c o m m . n e t 

Now that 's a lot of poo per scoopers. 
More t h a n 200 par t ic ipants came out 

for Saturday 's four th-annual Plymouth 
Dog Jog, presented by the Kiwanis Club 
to benefit the Humane Society. That ' s a 
record for the young event, which will pre-
sent the Humane Society with a check for 
$10,000 thanks to the efforts of the 210 

joggers. The Kiwanis Club gets another 
$4,000, making it the biggest fund raiser 
in the event's short history. 

"This is o u r b igges t t u r n o u t , " s a id 
Denise Chapman. "Vice Boss Dog" for the 
event. "It seems to keep growing as word 
gets out there. We've even got people who 
couldn't be a t th is one who asked to be 
put on our mailing iist for future events." 

Participants who registered early paid a 
$20 fee; those registering on the day of 
the event pa id $25. Joggers were also 

allowed to get pledges, and the top three 
pledge-getters earned prizes 

Renee Kochanek of Plymouth was the 
day ' s b igges t m o n e y - m a k e r , g e t t i n g 
$1,275 worth of pledges. Canton's Jackie 
Walesch got $410 in pledges, while Tracy 
Lee of Plymouth raised $303 

Contestants also had a little fun with 
categories like "Best Lookalike," "Best 
Dressed" and "Longest Tail." which pre-
dictably went to an Insh Wolf Hound. 
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Did you know? 
• The Canton Public Library 

h a s a new Web a d d r e s s ? 
www.cantonpl.org 

• T h u r s d a y , May 18, is the 
20 th a n n i v e r s a r y of the Mt. 
Saint Helens volcano eruption? 

• A pickle is the world's most 
humorous vegetable? 

• After nearly 14 years of con-
struction, the $16 million Brook1 

lyn Bridge opened over the Ea§t 
River in New York on May 24, 
1883? 

• Bank robbers Bonnie and 
Clyde were captured and killed 
on May 23, 1934? 

Library construct ion 
update 

B e g i n n i n g t h i s week, kids 
en te r ing the l ib rary may visit 
t h e C o m m u n i t y Room to find 
ch i j d r en ' s books, paperbacks , 
videos, CDs, CD-ROMs and pup-
pe t s 'T^e Community Room will 
house the Youth Department col-
lections until the new Children's 
Library is ready to open in early 
August. Visit the proposed floor 
plan and our photo album of the 
expansion at our Web site: www. 
m e t r o n e t . lib. mi us/ canton/ 
updates/ index, html 

Web Watch 
Check out these Web sites: 
• www firstladies.org 
• www. politicalcartoons.com 
• www.themoonlitroad.com 
• www scitechdaily com 

QAA 
Q: What is the Motor Voter 

Bill? 
A: The latest effort to remove 

b a r r i e r s to voter reg i s t ra t ion 
r e su l t ed in the passage of the 

Motor V o t e r Bill , which was 
signed into law by President Bill 
Clinton on May 20, 1993. This 
bill requires states to allow voter 
regis t ra t ion by mail or when a 
citizen appl ies for or renews a 
driver's license. 

The source for this information 
is " C h a s e ' s 2000 C a l e n d a r of 
Events," 

At t h e moviee 
H e r e a r e some new DVDs 

available at the library: 
• The Sixth Sense 
• Titanic 
• Notting Hill 
• Shakespeare In Love 
• Out of Sight 

Books on tape 
Here are some books on audio 

tape available from the library: 
• A Cold Day in Paradise by-

Steve Hamilton 
• Carolina Moon by Nora 

Roberts 
• The Light of Other Days by 

A r t h u r C. C la rk and S tephen 
Baxter 

• Follow the Stars Home by 
Luanne Rice 

• Hearts In Atlantis by 
Stephen King 

Hot topic of the week 
• National New Friends, Old 

Fr iends Week! May 21-27 is a 
week to celebrate old friends and 
new friends. This is the time to 
remember how vital friends are 
for our emotional, physical and 
even professional career and suc-
cess. "Friendshifts" is the word 
coined by author and sociologist 
Jan Yager to denote the way our 
ideas aboyt friendships as well 
as who our friends are change as 
we go t h r o u g h t h e d i f f e r e n t 
stages of life For more informa-
t ion , c o n t a c t Yager a t : 
jyager@aol com 

<(? the Canton Library is com-
plied by Laura Dorogi of the 
library s t a f f . The library is at 
1200 S. Canton Center For more 
information about library pro-
grams and services, call 397-
0999. 

(Ooh-la-la. Searching for that international look?) 

Percussion Day is Saturday 
»The Michigan Percussive Arts 

Society, in conjunction with the 
Plymouth-Canton music boost-
ers, is sponsoring a Day of Per-
cussion t h i s S a t u r d a y at Ply-
mouth Salem High School 

The music festival will consist 
of percussion clinics during the 
day. followed by an evening per' 
cussion performance The pre-
sentat ions are hosted by Gregg 
Rinehar t . Michigan Percussive 
Arts Society president and per-
cussion instructor at Salem 

The c l in ics a r e in tended to 
teach, challenge and inspire cur-
rent and future percussionist* at 

t h e h i g h school and midd le 
school levels. 

The c l in ics will cover Lat in 
percussion, keyboards, sounds of 
the orchestra, drum set, percus-
sion e n s e m b l e and d r u m l i n e . 
Students can register for $10 at 
Salem High School beginning at 
8:30 a m., and is not limited to 
Plymouth-Canton students 

There will be an evening per-
cussion concert in the Plymouth 
Salem Auditorium beginning at 
7 30 p.m. The coat for the concert 
is $7 for adul ts and $5 for stu-
dent* 

International & American 
Designer Clearance 

4 0 oft* 
a fabulous selection for women, from the names you love. 

Hurry in, before Fifi gets the best bargains! 
'Savings o f original pnees of selected merchandise, as identified by signs 

Mo adiustments made on prior purchases Appfces td all stores except Clearwater 
Osprey. Fort Myers. Rochester, East Lansing and Saginaw 

Jacobson's 
Birmingham • {248) 644-6900 Livonia • (734) 591 -7696 Rochester • (248) 651 -6000 
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Trial from page A1 

Judge George W. Crockett HI 
Tuesday. She was behind the . 
wheel in a Sept. 20 accident that 
claimed the life of 17-year-old , 
Alisha Roberson. 

"I thought it was a fair ver-
dict," said Steve PiBhman, an 
a t to rney for Cappucci t t i . "I 
thought it was consistent with 
the facts." 

S t a n Roberson, the t e en ' s 
fa ther , didn't feel justice was 
served in the bench trial . He 
believes Cappuccitti ahould've 
been found guilty of manslaugh-
ter with a motor vehicle, a 15-
year felony. 

"In my opinion," he said, "this 
is sending the wrong message to 

-•everyone." 
Cappuccitti, Natalie Reynolds, 

Sarah Vitto and Roberson, all 
Canton residents, were headed 
eastbound on 1-96 in Livonia at 
about 7:45 p.m. on Sept. 20. 

Cappuccitti lost control of a 
1988 Ford Tempo n e a r N e ^ -
burgh Road af ter passing out. 
According to circuit court testi-
mony, all four of the young 
women were inhaling "Dust Off," 
a chemical used in cleaning com-
puters, prior to the accident. 

The Tempo crossed four lanes 
of traffic, went up the southern 
embankment of 1-96, through a 
fence, across the service drive 
and hit a tree broadside. 

Roberson suffered mass ive 
internal in jur ies and died en 
route to the University of Michi-
gan Hospital in Ann Arbor. Cap-

• 'It was a close call between negligent homicide 
and manslaughter with a motor vehicle. We still 
feel It was gross negligence. But it was difficult 
to demonstrate that through the witnesses.' 

-Judge George W. Crockett III 

puccitti, Vitto and Reynolds suf-
fered lesser injuries and have 
since made full recoveries. 

At the opening of the t r ia l 
Monday, Fishman conceded that 
Cappuccitti's passing out caused 
the accident. He said it was up 
to Crockett to de te rmine her 
degree of negligence. 

The judge had two standards 

to work from, Wayne County 
Assistant Prosecutor Michael 
Lehbo said. 

"Gross" negligence would've 
meant Cappuccitti was guilty of 
manslaughter with a motor vehi-
cle. To prove gross negligence, 
Lehto had to demonstrate that 
she showed a willful disregard 
for the safety of others. 

KINGSLEY-BATE 
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Open a checking 

account here, 
It's like making two investments at once. 
Open a checking account at Community 
Federal Credit Union, and you'll 
immediately benefit from our truly 
outstanding financial service. 

And for every checking account opened 
between now and July 31, Community 
Federal will contribute 1% of the new 
balances to support education in the 

communities we serve. 

and make a big 
investment here. 

The Hymouth-Canton Community recipient 
is the Educational Excellence Foundation 
and their effort to purchase new globes for 
every classroom in the district. 

Open your checking account today, and help 
us support this worthwhile endeavor. You 
will also discover how wonderful it is to do 
business with neighbors, friends and people 
in your community. 

Community 
Federal 

At Your Service. 
In Your Community 

Plymouth Branch • 500S. Harvey • (7J4) 455-1200 
Canton Branch • 6555 N. Cant<*i Center Rd. • (7 H) 45S-0400 

www.cfcu.ors 
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For "ordinary" negligence to 
apply, the prosecutor had to 
show t h a t Cappuccit t i d idn ' t 
take reasonable care or do what 
was sensible to avoid danger. It 
carried with it the two-year neg-
ligent homicide charge. 

Crocket t made his rul ing 
immediately after closing argu-
ments by attorneys. Lehto was 
disappointed with the decision. 

"It was a close call between 
negl igent homicide and 
manslaughter with a motor vehi-
cle," he said. "We still feel it was 
gross negligence. But it was dif-
f icult to demons t ra t e t h a t 
through the witnesses." 

Sentencing for Cappuccitti will 
be July 21 in front of Crockett. 
She could receive as little as pro-
bation or up to two years behind 
bars, Lehto said. Cappuccitti 
remains free on bond. 

All three survivors of the crash 
testified in the two-day trial. 

Vitto told Crockett she and 
Roberson went to Office Ware-
house in Plymouth Township to 
purchase the Dust Off. They 
made plans with Reynolds, a 
clerk at the store, to go out after 
her shift ended at 7 p.m. 

The duo then headed for 
Roberson's house. Vitto testified 
that they parked near the home 
and inhaled the Dust Off several 
times. 

La te r they left Roberson's 
home and picked up Cappuccitti, 
then Reynolds. Now with Cap-
puccitti driving, the four friends 
made their way to 1-275 north-
bound. 

Reynolds testified that Rober-
son and Cappucci t t i inhaled 
Dust Off near the Ann Arbor 
Road exit. After reaching 1-96, 
Cappuccitti used the substance 

one last time near Levan Road, 
Reynolds said 

"She said sbe could handle it," 
she added. 

Seconds later, Reynolds testi-
fied, Cappuccitti's head slumped 
down, her hands locked on the 
steering wheel and she "fished 
out" or passed out. 

"I closed my eyes and we got 
in to t h e accident," Reynolds 
said. 

At that point, Roberson, who 
was sitting in the front passen-
ger seat, attempted to take con-
trol of the car, Reynolds testi-
fied. But she was unable to 
knock Cappuccitti 's hands off 
the wheel. The Ford Tempo then 
spun out of control, she told 
Crockett. 

Cappuccitti was the last to tes-
t i fy . She sa id she had been 
friends with Roberson, Reynolds 
and Vitto for several years prior 
to the accident. 

The 20-year-old said they got 
together as a group "six out of 
seven days" each week. Cappuc-
tritti testified that each used var-
ious substances , from alcohol 
and marijuana to nitrous oxide 
found in "Whip It." 

Fishman shielded Cappuccitti 
from the gross negligence label 
by showing t h a t she wasn ' t 
familiar with Dust Off and its 
effects. She testified, in fact, that 
she had never used or seen any-
one use Dust Off prior to Sept. 
20. 

On cross examination, Lehto 
tried to press Cappuccitti on her 
knowledge of Dust Off prior to 
the accident. He insisted tha t 
she knew she could pass out 
from taking the substance. 

"I thought I could handle it," 
said Cappuccitti. 

Relay for Life set 
for this weekend 
in Heritage Park 

The Plymouth/Canton Relay 
for Life, a 24-hour walk-a-thon 
to benefit the American Cancer 
Society, is set for Saturday and 
Sunday in Canton's Heri tage 
Park. 

The»event features teams of 
runners and walkers circling the 
park walking path beginning at 
10 a.m. Saturday. 

It opens with a Cancer Sur-
vivor Victory Lap and includes a 
moving luminary ceremony at 

dusk on Saturday. 
Many of the participants will 

remain in the park overnight 
and take part in closing cere-
monies Sunday morning. 

There are plenty of activities 
planned for non-walkers, includ-
ing a "Best Beachwear Contest," 
concert by the pop-rock group 
Branded and demonstration by 
t h e O 'Hai re School of I r i sh 
Dance, featuring world champi-
on Mike Belvich of Plymouth. 

Attacking! 

by 
Elizabeth 
Routson, 

D.V.M. 

FIGHTING THOSE FLEAS 
requires a comprehensive approach Pet owners 

Veterinary noes 

must treat their homes, yards, and animals on an ongoma basts to effectively control 
fleas For the indoor environment, numerous flea contra products are available, or 
you may choose to hire an exterminator. Vacuum and wash your pet's bedding 
regularty. The outdoor environment should be sprayed or dusted with an effective 
insecticide. Repeat treatment on the house and yard after a couple of weeks. Groom 
your pet regularty and use a combination of shampoos and sprays or powders to 
control fleas. Choose products that are high in effectiveness but low in toxicity 
Always check witti your vet for advice on the safety and effectiveness of flea control 
products. 

At PARKWAY VETERINARY CLINIC, we provide treatment for fleas as well as 
other infestations. Bring your pet here for comprehensive medical care, including 
surgefy, dental care, and boarding We treat all our patients tike family, and our 
knowledgeable staff win take the time to answer all your a 
recommended treatments. Visit either of our two locations at 
Plymouth, tel. 734-453-2577, or 575- UHey Rd. In Canton, tel. 734-9S1-4400. 

PS. For every single flea found on your pet, there are many more in your home or 
a s . 

youf questions about any 
413t5 Wilcox Rd. In 

I IT'S TIME TO PLANT 

N̂URSEIT 
s m f t M i t a a r t M ! 

H A N G I N G ^ H A R D Y 
B A S K E T S ! A Z A L E A S 

* 1 Q W 

Startingat Startnfif 1 9 " 

Over 200 Varieties of ftrennia Is • O v e r 150 Varieties of Hostas 

•Nursery StodOFlowe^T^ 

51225 Ann Arbor Road (atNapier) 
-3N€esVVe8l of Plymouth- • 

734-453-2126 

School candidate from page A1 

mula," he said. "It's so complex 
and hard to understand. But it 
comes down originally to our low 
millage rate at the time Proposal 
A was enacted." 

And how does tha t re la te 
today?" 

Battishill , who has been an 
educator for 26 years, taught at 
Canton High School and Lowell 
Middle School before assuming 
his current position as a music 
instructor in WeBt Bloomfield. 
He's been a member of the Ply-
mouth-Canton school board, 
serving from 1990-94. 

"When I was on the board 
before, I was a unique perspec-
tive for the other members of the 

board," Battishill said. "Most of 
the others had various degrees of 
business or personal experience. 

"Having a person they respect-
ed and a teacher at the table 
gave them a view of the business 
from the practitioner's point of 
view. I think they developed an 
appreciation for my viewpoint." 

High on Battishill's list of pri-
orities, should he be elected, is 
employee satisfaction. "And that 
goes from the central office to 
the people far thest away from 
the central office," he said. 

"In my conversations, I sense 
there are people who are unhap-
py working here," Battishill said. 
"There is so much push to 

Mom from A1 

• 'We haven't been training our teacher* to uee 
the new technology and how to use it to teach.' 

1 -Carl Battishill 

fREiESTlfATES 

(734 525-1930 
UNITE D f l S I P E RATU RE 
8919 MIDD 

improve that sometimes we do 
things that are counter-produc-
tive. 

"For example, we a re 
installing a new social studies 
curriculum in the elementary 
schools, which is good," he said. 
"But, instead of doing just that, 
we a re also ins ta l l ing a new 
math curriculum at the same 
time. 

"You're really asking teachers 

to do a lot more than they really 
can do. I'm not against the new 
curriculum, it should be done, 
but it's about how you help your 
employees," he added. 

Bat t i sh i l l likes the idea of 
upgrading technology in the dis-
trict, but said the key to fully 
using it is training, which he 
said the district lacks. 

"We haven't been training our 
teachers to use the new technol-

ogy and how to use it to teach," 
he said. "At least half our teach-
ers don't have a strong ability to 
use the new technology. There's 
a cost factor the re , but i t ' s 
important." 

Being a public school employ-
ee, Battishill's opinion on char-
ter schools is predictable. 

"I thin6 
k they drain a lot of resources 

and a lot of kids from public 
schools," he said. "They don't 
have the same expectations for 
repor t ing tha t we (public 
schools I do." 

One of the strong points of the 
district, according to Battishill, 
is the high school complex. "I 

love the Park. I think it's a great 
place for kids, though I know it's 
not for all kids," he said. 

"While some people take pot-
shots at it, saying i f s too crowd-
ed ... it's a great place for kids 
who know how to be responsible 
for themselves, who accept some 
responsibility and who want to 
be involved. 
•"I'm getting involved because 

what I see is good, and I have 
some experience and knowledge 
that 1 bring to the table," he 
said. "I'm not a revolutionary. I 
j u s t believe the re a re good 
things we could be doing if we 
work hard together and make 
good decisions." 

show of solidarity and support 
for the mission, which grew out 
of the ashes of the April 1999 
a t tack at Columbine High 
School in Littleton, Colo., when 
12 students and a teacher were 
gunned down by students armed 
with weapons. 

The Livonia bus contingent, 
which included women from 
Farmington Hills, Livonia, Ply-
mouth, Troy, Auburn Hills, 
Dearborn and Royal Oak, was 
greeted by U.S. Rep. Debbie 
Stabenow, D-Lansing. 
Stabenow, locked in what is by 
most accounts a bit ter, hotly 
contested battle with Republi-
can Sen. Spence Abraham, 
talked to the mothers individu-
ally, then addressed them as a 
group just before they left. 

"This is one of those t imes 
when you're going to feel great 
about standing up and making a 
statement," she told them. "One 
day youH look back on this and 
see it as a defining moment." 

It was a theme carried on at 
the march, by speakers ranging 
from ta lk show host Rosie 
O'Donnell to Kerry Kennedy 
Cuomo, the daughter of Robert 
F. Kennedy, who told the group 
the re "are more federa l ly 
licensed gun dealers in th i s 
country than there are McDon-
ald's franchises." 

Other speakers included Jim 
Brady, Ronald Reagan's press 
secretary who was wounded in 
the attempted assassination of 
the p res iden t , and his wife 
Sarah; actresses Susan Saran-
don and Reese Witherspoon; 
several mothers of victims of 
gun violence, including Veronica 
McQueen, the mother of 6-year-
old Kayla Rolland, shot by her 
6-year-old Flint classmate; and 
Dawn Anna, the mother of Lau-
ren Townsend, who died in the 
Columbine shootings. 

All of them expressed grati-
tude and amazement at the 
turnout, which was much larger 
than expected, and urged the 
mothers to leave Washington 
and carry oh the cause in their 
own communities. 

While the t u r n o u t for the 
march was "incredible," tha t 
kind of continuing effort is criti-
cal to the mission, according to 
one of the local state co-coordi-
nators. 

"I was floored by the passion 
of those women, and astounded 
by the numbers , " said Barb 
Case of Plymouth. "I found (the 
march) to be one of the most 
inspiring, awesome things I've 
ever seen. (But) from here we 
definitely have to work on edu-
cating people and identifying 
those (politicians* who support 
us and those who don't. I think 
we peed to continue to recruit 
members and get our message 
out." 
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PRETTY T ILE , 
UGLY GROUT? 
(TIM »TUrr M T W M M TM« T U M I 

Tired of moldy, missing, 
dirty, cracked grout? We 

d e a n , seal, repair, regrout 
& stain/change color* 

FREE ESTIMATES 1 

The Grout Doctor 
248-358-7383 

one day sale 
Saturday, may 20 ' open at 9:00 am 

doorbusters 
ladies, petites 
and juniors 
sale 19.99 Save on a great selection of separates 
from your favorite famous makers Reg 36 00-119 00 
« LADIES SPOBTSWtAfl i 

sale 24.99 Choose from a large selection of 
famous-maker denim and twill shorts in a variety of lengths 
and fashions Reg. 39 00 

save 50% Choose from select weekend wear 
collections by Kiko and Hot Cotton Reg 26 00-98.00. 
talc 13.00-49.00. IN uotts SPCW'SWEAR PÂ S:AK WOMAN 
SELECTIONS VARY B t STORE . 

additional 6 0 % off Already-reduced 
Parisian Signature separates Choose from pants, 
tops, jackets, shorts and skirts Reg. 28 00-128 00, 
sale 19 99-89 99, now 7.99-35.99. 

sale 39.99 Choose from a great selection of 
Moderate Missy and Petite dresses Reg 68.00-88.00 
Better Missy and Petite dresses Reg 120 00-200.00. 
sale 69 99. IN MISSY Al»0 PETITES AVAILABLE AT SELECT STORES 

sale 19.99 relativity novelty capri pants Choose 
from gingham checks, paisley and floral prints. Reg 40 00 
IN LADIES SPORTSWEAR 

sale 19.99 relativity sleeveless sweaters. Choose 
from chunky, rib and fine gauge styles Reg 34.00-40.00 
m LADIES SPORTSWEAR 

sale 9.99 Choose from large selection of junior 
nyton shorts from Periscope, l.e.i and more. In red. khaki, 
orange or navy, Reg 28 00 m JUWOBS 

sale 4.99 Peasant and hooded junior knit fashion 
tees In print and solid-colors Reg 16 00-24 00 INAJWORS 

intimate apparel 
and accessories 
save 60% Choose from a large selection of 
sieepwear and robes trom Ana. Cypress and others 
Reg. 28 00-48 00, sale 11.20-19.20. m apparel 

save 60% Large selection of spring and 
summer handbags in assorted styles Reg 28 00-125 00 
sale 11.20-50.00. <NACCESSORIES 

one day only, while supplies last 

save 60% Selected fashion watches trom 
Nine West* Reg 59 00-99 00, sale 23.60-39.60. 
IN ACCESSORIES 

save 70% Sterling silver stretch bracelets 
Reg 4000, sale 12.00. M ACCESSORIES 

shoes 
save 60% Save on a large selection of women's 
sandals from Enro Angiolini, Nine West", Esprit. Ipanema 
Calico, Aerosoles, Unrsa and Keds Reg 40 00-80 00 
sale 16.00-32.00. M WOMEN s SHOES 

save 60% Large selection of children's sandals 
from Sam & Libby. Candie s Esprit. Jumping Jacks, Rachel 
and others. Reg 28 00-36 00 sale 11.20-14.40. 
IN CHILDREN'S SHOES 

men 
sale 14.99 Young men's board shorts 
R e g 3 8 0 0 IN MENS 

sale 14.99 Solid-color piqu£ knit shirt by 
Preswick & Moore Reg 25 00 INWN-S 

sale 17.99 Select cargo and mountain shorts 
from Preswick & Moore Reg 34 00 KNOTS 

sale 17.99 Choose from a great selection of 
Preswick& Moore sportshirts including canvas cargo 
weekend polo and linen cotton Reg 34 00-42 00 »NME«<S 

sale 24.99 Select from famous-maker knit golf 
shirts and shorts Reg 45 00-52 00 mwtvs 

children 
sale 9.99-12.99 Choose trom a great 

selection of tops and bottoms trom PK Clothing In Girls 7-16 
and Boys'8-20 Reg 20 00-24 00 incwimens 

home 
sale 17.99 20" upright or 20* rolling duffle 
by Roma In black Reg 50 00 NOT AVAILABLE AT 
JWREl PARK PLA£E 

sale 19.99 20-piece dinnerware set from Block 
In white blue, yellow or sage Reg 50 00 *«om 

electronic 
gift card 
it's the easiest 
waytogwethe 

perfect gift1 

Avaitatoeat 
Customer Service 
from 5 00 and up 

1 5 % off 
your first 3as s 
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Pansar credit card 
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