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election,

by the Piymouth
and Canton
Observers and the
Livonia League of
Women Voters, -
which includes the
Piymouth and 1
Canton community.
B The forum will be conducted from 7 to

The

BY SCOTT DANIEL
STAFF WRITER
sdaniel@oe.homecomm.net

A 17-year-old Canton man will stand
trial for raping and poisoning a town-
ship woman last summer.

Dustin Howard Wiecek was bound

hometownnewspapers.net

Canton, Michigan

Canton resident Dustin Howard Wiecek, 17,
was bound over for trial in 35th District Court
Friday on charges that he poisoned and raped
a 17-3';::'-01(! girl at his house in June 1999,

n was arrested in late March.

over for trial at Wayne County Circuit
Court Friday by 35th District Court
Judge Ronald Lowe. He is currently
being held without bond in the county
jail.

Wiecek faces a pair of first-degree
criminal sexual conduct and poisoning

charges. All three are life felonies,

“The proofs suggest that a poison or
harmful substance which could cause
death was found in a person who testi-
fied,” Lowe said in binding Wiecek over
on the poisoning charge. “She didn’t
take it fon her own). The prosecution
suggests it was given to her with wine,
That's probable cause that it hap-
pened.” :

Canton police believe Wiecek used
the “date rape” drug GHB to incapaci-
tate a then 17-year-old Canton High

3

.8:30 p.m. Thursday, May 25, at the
Plymouth District Libeary, 223 S. Main.
B Candidates seeking election to two
four-year terms include incumbents Uz
newcomers James Donahue, Kathiesn
‘| B The forum will be moderated by Anne
Marie Graham-Hudak of Canton, a
member of the League of Women
Voters.

@ Call the Observer at 459-2700 for
more information.

THE WEEK

AHEA

WEDNESDAY

Life at Willow Run: The
Canton Historical Society
will meet at 7 p.m. at
Cherry Hill School, Cher-
ry Hill Road at Ridge
Road. Harold Sherman of
the Yankee Air Force will
speak on the building of.
Plant. :

-

Update: Guest speaker
Tom Alberty of Rosey’s
Romper Room will dis-
cuss child-care options for
employees and employers
at the monthly Third -
Thursday Update Break-
fast hosted by the Canton
Chamber of Commerce.
The free breakfast is set
for 7:30 a.m. at the Sum-
mit. ;
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HomeTown Classifieds
WORK!

.

“We were very
pleased with the
results we got from

our Observer classi-
fied ad. We sold all
the household goods
we advertised.”

—Lori J.
Canton

‘)l:s('f‘,i classified ad: 734-591-0900

New chief
promises
stability,
experience

—
B CANTON CHAMBER

Dianne Cojei may be able to offer
Canton’s Chamber of Commerce some-
thing it hasn’t had in years — stability.

The township resident was named
executive director Wednesday. She is
the third persoh to sit in the chamber’s
top seat in less than four years. Cojei
thinks she will end that trend, howev-
er.
“I plan on being here and being part
of the community,” she said. “I hope to
-~ meet the challenge the board has
given me.” . . :

Ryan Ambrozaitis resigned as execu-
tive director in January. He served in
that post for just 18 months.

After his departure, thé chamber
formed a search committee and began

Please see CHAMBER CHIEF, A4

Union backs
Givens and

Battishill

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER
! tbrnnno.oe.hpmmmm.ne!

The group which represents nearly
1,200 union employees of the Ply-
mouth-Canton school district is recom-
mending to its members they vote for
one of two incumbents in the June 12
school board elections, and a former
board ‘member who is running once

“again.

The Michigan Education Association
2A Coordinating Council, which repre-
sents paraprofessionals, custodians
and the 1,000-member Plymouth-Can-
ton Education Association, is recom-

Please see UNION, A4
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| m=wssss) | Teen faces trial in GHB rape case

classmate on June 18 of last year at his
:ome and then sexually penetrated
er.

Wiecek and the woman, whose name
is being withheld by the Observer, got
together to celebrate the end of school,
according to testimony given Friday.

“We were going to get drunk and
hang out in the hot tub,” said the town-
ship woman, now 18.

She said she and Wiecek started off
by drinking rum, then moved to beer

~ Please see RAPE, A2

Helping hand: When the children had difficulty performing alone at the talent show at St. John
Neumann Church, professionals and volunteers were ready to help. Here occupational thera-
» pist Maureen Palmer helps Casey Orr perform a Little Mermaid song. :

One shining moment

STAFY PHOTOS BY SHARON LEMIEUX

Children get their chance on stage

BY BRAD KADRICH
STAFF WRITER
bkadrich@oe. homecomm.net

n the course of her work
Iteaching for Speech and

Language Systems Inc.,
Maureen Palmer comes in
contact with special kids with
special needs all the time.

Thanks to Palmer - with
generous amounts of help
from Joanne's Dance Exten-
sion and St. John Neumann
Catholic Church in Canton —
about 20 of those children got
to savor at léast a brief
moment in the spotlight.

The children, with an
enthusiastic crowd of parents
and well-wishers looking on,
took the stage at the church
recently, . put their talents on
display to plenty of applause
and left the audience in tears
of joy.

“It was a dream and a
desire for these children to
have their moment, because
they may never have some of
the moments we have, like
weddings or proms,” said
Palmer. “It really tapped
their talents and gifts. There
wasn’'t a dry eye in the
house.”

Palmer got the idea after
watching two of the children
with whom she works.

Katie is' an autistic child
who suddenly started hum-
ming a song she’d heard com-
ing from the mobile above her
crib when she was a baby.
Another, Andy, could recite
poetry like he'd written it.

“I started thinking a year
ago these children need a
place to shine,” Palmer said

So the idea of letting the

Please see MOMENT, Ab

Kettle o' fun: Matthew Kleinhenz of Livo-
nia performs “I'm a Little Teapot.”

"8 i

_ Using Beanies to make a point

BY SCOTT DANIEL
STAFF WRITER
sdaniel@oe homecomm.net

Zachary Scott Woodby will spend 10

15 years in prison for nearly killing
Canton resident Dawn Davis a year
ago

That was the sentence handed down
by Wayne County Circuit Court Judge
Margie Braxton Thursday. Davis’ car
was riddled with a dozen shots at close
range by Woodby on June 25

“It's a miracle I'm alive,” Davis told
Braxton. “If it wasn't for God, T would
n't be here.”

Woodby, 21, apologized for the inci
dent, which occurred at the intersec
tion of Palmer and Sheldon roads

“I'm sorry for what happened,” he
said before his sentence was given
“I'm glad nobody got hurt. Nothing like
this will ever happen again.”

Wearing a white dress shirt, tie and

Newsroom: 734-459-2700

Home Delivery: 734-591-0500

Woodby gets 10 years
in roadway shooting

slacks with slicked back hair, Woodby
carried a Bible into the court proceed-
ings Thursday

“I don't believe 1 meant to shoot her
car,” he said. “I was extremely intoxi-
cated. | don't remember much of what
happened.”

Woodby pled no contest to assault
with intent to commit murder in
exchange for several felony firearm
charges being dropped

“He prayed about it,” father David
Woodby said. “He felt that was what
the Lord wanted him to do.”

Timothy Regan Boster, 23, was with
Woodby during the incident. He was
found guilty of the same assault charge
and several felony firearms charges on
May 1. Boster will be sentenced June
EQ—v

Davis was driving west on Palmer

Please see SENTENCING, A4
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Attorneys sue to make ballot

BY TONY BRUSCATO
st

AFF WRITER }
 thruscato@oe.h net

“Two local attorneys are going
to court in an effort to force the
_ State of Michigan to accept their

petitions to run for 35th District
Court. judge, despite the fact
both failed to get the required.
number of signatures. -
William Selingky of Northville
Township and Peter Bec of Ply-
" mouth Township say the Board
of Elections gave them misinfor-
mation cencerning how many

petition signatures were needed.

to put their nameés on the
August primary ballot.

‘And, lending credence to their
claims, state officials admit to
making a mistake, but say they
can’t rectify the situation unless
forced by a court ruling:

“I didn't have any other choice,
there’s no other way to get on
the ballot,” said Selinsky, who
filed suit against Secretary of
State Candice Miller; Director of
.Elections Chris Thomas, and the

“Board of State. Canvassers. “I

was encouraged we received a
show cause hearing in Wayne
County Circuit Court, and I'm
hopeful -we’ll get a positive
response at the May 23 hearing.”

Bec said he plannéd. to file his

® 35TI'I DISTRICT COURT RAOE

lawsmt by Munday, and is hop- :

ing for the same results.
“] agree, this is the only reme-
dy,” said Bec, “The only relief

we'll get is if the court mter-v

cedes.” .
Both Selinsky and Bec¢ smd
the Board of Elections told them

a mistake was made, and wn]l

admit that in court.

“We would admit to making a
mistake, and would live with the
results of a judge,” said Thomas.

Selinsky was told he only
needed 40 petition signatures to

get his name on the ballot. Bec’
was told the same fhing, but

when he' re-checked his informa-
tion was told by another clerk he
needed at least 100 signatures.
In reality, both candidates
needed to collect at least 600
valid petition signatures.’ How-

ever, théy were told of the dis--

crepancy on May 2, only hours
before the deadline to turn in
petitions.

State officials learned of the
mistake when sitting Judge Ron
Lowe called the Board of Elec-
tions to inquire about the num-
ber of signatures needed.

x

Judge Ron Lowe

“l was in communication ‘with
another judge talking about the
number of signatures required
for filing, and thought our num-
ber was a bit low compared to
other court districts,” said Lowe.
“When 1 called the Secretary of
State’s office to inquire, I discov-
ered they listed the 35th District
Court as including only the cities
of Plymouth and Northville.”

Since the number of required

“in a prepared releasé.

signatures is based on popula-
tion, adding the townships. of
Canton, Plymouth and

“ Northville increaséd the signa-

ture requirement to 600,

“] apologized to the Secretary

of S&ate‘s office for making it an
issue,” said Lowe. “I think it's
unfortunate they (Selinsky and
Bec) didn't get the requxred
number of signatures.”
" “Jt is interesting that the elec-
tions bureau had first been made
aware that the number of signa-
tures required for nominating
petitions was too low when it
received a call from Judge Lowe
on the filing date,” said Selinsky
“The
effect of his call has been to elim-
inate all other candidates from
the ballot ..”

If Selinsky and Bec - are
allowed to join the August pri-
mary, Lowe will be the first sit-
ting 35th District Court judge to
have a challenger for re-election.

“This has been frustrating
because it limits my ability to
¢onduct a campaign,” said Selin-
sky. “It puts me a bit behind.”

Selinsky and Bec said if they
win their court battles, they will
concentrate on other issues in
the upcoming campaign.

‘and finally wine. The woman

said she believes the wine was
laced with GHB. She testified
she passed out for & period of two
to three hours after drinking the
wine.

“I woke in his bed wearing my
flannel pants'and a shirt of hIS

. she said.
The woman . testlﬁed that :

Wiecek told her, “I Tost my vir-
ginity to you.” She said he later
called her home on June 18 to
apologize for the incident.

“He said we were both drunk
and that it shouldn’t have hap-
pened,” the fownship woman
explained. “He said; ‘you don’t
think you got raped do you? I
didn’t know what to say.”

On June 19 of last year, the
woman went to Oakwood Hospi-
tal in Canton and had & rape kit
used to examine hér. She was
tested by Dr. David Weaver, who
testified Friday.

“She was very quiet, reserved

~ and upset,” he told the court. “It

became evident she had been
sexually assaulted the day
before.” ;

Weaver exammed t.he woman

Rape from page Az

B Dr. George F. Jackson
said the level of GHB in
the woman'’s urine was
nearly 60 times that of
what is naturally found
in a human body.

both externally and internally.
He found bruises on-her arms

" and inner thighs.

On cross examination, defense
attorney Evan Callanan pointed

- out that the rape kit turhed up

no - physical evidence of a sexual

attack, No semen, DNA or pubic

hair was d}scovered, he added.
As part of the examination,

Weaver took a urine sample .

from the woman. Tests revealed
a high concentration of GHB, he
said. :

Dr. George.F. Jackson, a Penn-
sylvania forensic toxicologist,
performed tests on the urine. He
said the level of GHB in the
woman's urine was nearly 60
times that of what is naturally
found it a human body.

For first-time fathers

BOOT CAMP
FOR NEW DADS

Are you about té become a
+father for the first time?
don't miss this special workshop
designed to bring out the best
. in new dads. Taught by fathers
Boot Camp for New Dads
builds pride and confidence
in caring for your baby

" You'll learn lots of practical
information on parentheod, baby

“ care, becoming a family and
supporting the new mom. You'll
even get hands-on experience in
holding and comforting a baby
with the help of “veteran” dads
wheo bring their babies to class

Seturden J 3 Jo&n us!
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St Jossph Memy Hospital Cost is $20
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register ot tor more

Then
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Fue Proto By Tom HawLey

In court: Dustin Howard Wiecek (left) in an earlier
court appearance with his attorney, Evan Callanan.

“This individual was exposed
to GHB at some earlier time,”
Jackson testified.

He-said one urine test wasn't
enough to determine how large a-
.dose the Canton woman was

exposed to, however.
In defending Wiecek, Cal}anan
attacked the woman’s credibility.
He described her as being a
“seasoned drinker.” Callanan

‘also said she had voluntarily

L

DAL R e

#n
- oy
i.aihl

*Aﬁvantage Plan’

49°
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removed her swim suit bottom in
the hot tub!

He asked her if her alcchol
consumption had affected her
memory.

“] suppose it possibly could
have,” he testified.

“Could you have forgotten
about having sex?” Callanan
asked.

“I wouldn’t forget about having
sex,” she said angrily:

LI
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Wednesday, June 14 information, please
6-9 p.m. call Saint Joseph
McPherson Hosphted Mercy HealthLine. 3 A o
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The right path

BY TEDD SCHNEIDER
STAFF WRITER
tschneider@oe.homecomm.net

Faced with despair or annihi-
lation the key is to “find the
"third road” through prayer,
David Bryant told participants
and guests Thursday at the
10th annual Plymouth-Canton
Community Prayer Breakfast.

“Let us have the wis-
dom to choose to pray
| correctly according to
the way of God, the
glory of God,” Bryant
said to more than 300
people gathered at Lau-
rel Manor banquet hall
in Livonia. “The third
road is abounding in
hope for each of our
lives and for our
nation.”

Bryant, the founder
of Concerts of Prayer
International and the
host of a daily radio
program heard on more
than 300 stations
across the U.S., said
society is at a spiritual
crossroads. But “he
believes the prayer
movement, particularly young
people “going back to prayer.,”
represents hope.

He quoted from the book of
Jeremiah, Chapter 33, Verse 3:
““Call unto me and I will answer
thee, and show thee great and
mighty things, which thou
knowest not.”

Several Canton residents

agreed with Bryant's message.

“It showed me that there is
hope at the end of the tunnel,”
said Bob Collier, who came to
the breakfast with a group from
Canton Free Methodist Church.

“I have realized that I need to
get prayer back into my life and
this provides one more inspira-
tion to do that,” he added.

Find the way by reaching out
through prayer, speaker urges

ence, in which a group of col-
leagues met for hours at a time
over a six-week period, helped
him formulate his mission in
life, Bryant said.

Concerts of Prayer Interna-
tional is a traveling ministry
that conducts evangelical
Christian prayer rallies in cities
across the country, similar in
style to the
Promise Keepers.

Preaching: Keynote speaker David Bryant
talks of inviting God into your life.

Angela Stark of Canton said
the portion of Bryant's talk
devoted to changing the status
quo was important.

Bryant, of New Providence,
N.J., spoke of being a young
minister &t a congregation near
Kent State University when
students were gunned down by
the National Guard at am anti-
war protest in 1970. The experi-

Bryant was
introduced by the
Rev. Eric Moore
of Canton Com-
munity Church.

Before Bryant’s
remarks, prayers
for national and

local leaders,
churches, schools
and families
were offered

‘respectively by
the Rev. Richard
Perfetto of Res-
urrection Parish,
the Rev. Mike
Norton of Canton
Friendship
Church, Linda
Acord-of Trinity

Presbyterian Church and the

Rev. Brian Cullum of Tri-@ity

Christian Center.

The gospel-style group, The
Resurrection, provided music. It
was the group’s second consecu-
tive appearance at the annual
breakfast, which was sponsored
again this year by the Griffin
Funeral Home.

Sweet
salvation:
Resurrection
perform some
dance moves

~ while singing
Gospel music
for the Ply-
“mouth-Canton
Community
Prayer Break-
fast at Laurel
Manor Thurs-
day. Group
members are
(from left)
Mark Walker
of Detroit,

- Leon Jones of
Detroit, Robert
Ellis of Ypsi-
lanti and
Dawn Rober-
son of Ypsi-
‘lanti.

STAFY PHOTOS BY PAUL HURSCHMANN

Former Westland city clerk
to run for state House seat

delem@oe. homecomm.net

Former Westland Clerk Patri-
cia Gibbons, showered by public
support and sympathy after she
was abruptly fired Jan. 18,
announced Friday that she will
campaign for the 18th District
state House seat.

Gibbons, 53, confirmed her
Republican candidacy amid a
small group of friends, family
members and GOP state legisla-
tors who gathered outside her
Westland house

Gibbons, whose firing fueled
an angry public backlash and an
ongoing recall effort against four
Westland City Council members,
said her supporters urged her to
run for a two-year state House
term

“It is humbling, to say the
least, that so many residents
have-expressed their faith in
me,” she said.

Gibbons, a 23-year -city
employee and 17-month clerk,
has become the only Republican
contender after former candidate
Georga Conant withdrew from
the Aug. 8 primary race

Only one Democrat, veteran
Westland Councilman Glenn
Anderson, has declared his can-
didacy, although other hopefuls
still could beat a 4 p.m. Tuesday
filing deadline at Wayne County

B 18TH DISTRICT

Gibbons
her job pe-formance

Patricia Gibbons

election offices

Incumbent state Rep. Eileen

DeHart, D-Westland, faces term
limits and can’t seek re-
to the
repreésents most of Westland and
a small portion of Canton Tewn
ghip.

election
18th District seat that

In a curious twist, a Gibbons-

Andersen race would pit the for

mer city clerk against one of her
most ardent council \>A;);,<,rt- rs
Anderson voted aLa vst firing

and strongly vir fended

Councilwoman Sharon Scott,
who voted to fire Gibbons, has
been widely rumored as an 18th
District Democrati¢ candidate,
but she confirmed Thursday she
will not enter the race. Unless
she 1s recalled, Scott said she
will serve out the remaining 19
months of her council term

“I am going to look forward to
retirement,” she said.

On Friday. Gibbons cited
improving education and mak-
ing schools safer as two of her
top priorities as a state House
candidate

“I'think people want to go to
work and feel that their children
are safe in their schools and get-
ting a good education,” she

Gibbons described hersel
“an independent thinker”
said, "1 W'H to the people
of the 18th District

She muli she hopes to restore
honesty and integrity to West
land government, which has suf
fered tumultuous times since
Gibbons was fired. “Despite
what i1s happening in the city of
Westland, the people who live
here truly know what Westland
is about,” Gibbons said Friday
“Tt is abaut good, decent people
who work hard, \
best for their families and would
do anything to help a friend or
Westland s

i

and

histen

want the very

neighbor the place

to be

Wine tasting is a chance to sip
a little, munch a lot for charity

BY HEATRER NEEDHAM
STAFF WRITER
hneedham@oe homecomm. et

Organizers of the second annu
al charity wine tasting to benefit
local charities say they hope the
way to L/l‘\‘;l!-“ 8 poc ketbooks is

through their stomachs

“A Toast to the Canton Com
munity Second Annual Wine
and Food Tasting for Charity” is
planned for 7-9 p.m. Friday at

the Summit. Sponsors include
Holiday Market
with the Leadership (
Alumni Association and the Can
ton Chamber of Commerce

Pat Williams, past president of

in cooperation
‘anton

the Canton Chamber of Com
merce, sard though the event 18
touted as a tasting, visitors can
expect to get a meal and somé

Very K"’"““ wine out of it

“Evervbody that shows up gets

a meal in the process,” Williams
said

The food spread will include
gourmet cheeses, bread baked in
a woodburning oven, sushi
pasta, hot and cold hers doeu
vres and more

John Pardington. owner of
Holi mn*' Market, said the wine
selection will be verv impressive

*We're going to have over 100
different types of wine,” he said
The wines served will include
domesti¢c varieties as well as
T;w-rﬂ from France, [taly, New
Zealand and ether world coun
tries

“We're going to have lots of
good food and lots of good wine,”
Pardington said

Canton Superviser Tom Yack
will pour non-alcoholic wine

the “celebrity pourers
Strolhr

me

g musicians will pia

Tickets are $30 vy
235 at the door and a
it Holiday Market, 520 S Lalley
{

at Cherry Hill, the

amton
Supervisor’'s Office
ton Lenter and the ¢
Chamber of Commerce, 5820 N

Canten Center, north of Fore

Judge won’t drop murder charges

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER
thruscato@oe. homecomm.net

A Wayne County Circuit Court
judge has refused to dismiss
charges against a Plymouth man
accused in the murder and dis-
memberment of his wife last
December.

Judge Patricia Fresard did not

‘

don’t know where she died, or
how she died,” said Schwartz
“There's no evidence to show
who dismembered her. On what
basis is he bound over for trial?”

Schwartz said he'll file his
objeétions with the Michigan
Court of Appeals next week in
hopes of overturning the circuit
court decision

with defense attorney

1 n'\'[l ice 1o
rizul lk. am u.tn first
rder and mutilation of

degree mur
a body in connection m:h the
death 6f his estranged wife,
Tracy Islam

“They don't have

They

a case

@m m@fyaz for the Deason
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