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SPECIAL SECTION

Making your garden grow:
Canton resident Donna
McDonald’s garden is
among those blooming in
our special Home & Gar-
den section. You’ll find it
inside today’s newspaper.

THE WEEK

AHEA

" Golf outing: The 12th
annual Angela Hospice
golf outing will swing
into action Monday at
9:30 a.m. For more infor-
mation or to register, call
Jennifer Trussler, (734)
464-7810.

OHL championships: The
Plymouth Whalers host
Game 3 of the Ontario
Hockey League Champi-
onship series 7:30 p.m. at
Compuware Arena.Call
the box office (734) 453-
8400 for ticket informa-
tion.

_ TUESDAY

Local govermment: The
Canton Township Board
of Trustees holds a regu-
lar meeting 7 p.m. at the
administration building,
1150 S. Canton Center.

SATURDAY

Dog Jog: Plymouth Dog
Jog 2000, presented by
the Kiwanis Club of Ply--
mouth, is set for noon in
downtown Plymouth.
Registration fees are $25,
payable at the event. Call

(734) 459-7000 for more
information.
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“Excellent response to
our classified ad. We
were looking for a good
home for our German
shepherd. We had 35

s - all very nice peo-
ple. We found a very won-
derful family to give our
dog a home.” -

— Debbie T.

(‘Iantun Dbserver

Your hometown newspaper serving Canton for 25 years

hometownnewspapers.net

Canton, Michigan

©2000 HomeTown Communications w"

Summit expansion gets upgrade

Canton’s plans for expanding the
Summit are growing.

An additional entrance, parking
spaces and upgraded architecture for a
new fitness center highlight the
changes. The project, which will likely
start late this summer, will cost
approximately - $2.7 million, up

First-time
honors for
firefighters

B PUBLIC SAFETY

BY SCOTT DANIEL
STAFF WRITER

net

More than a dozen awards and cita-
tions will be presented Thursday at the
Canton Fire Department’s first annual
awards ceremony.

Both firefighters and civilians will be
honored for their outstanding service
to the township. The program will be
held at Summit on the Park starting at
7:30 p.m.

“The challenge in getting the pro-
gram started,” Canton Fire Chief Mike
Rorabacher said, “was that many fire-
fighters have the opinion they don't
need awards. This is what they get
paid to do. But I think it's important
for people to get recognized from time
to time.”.

While the ceremony is new, firefight-
ers have received awards from the
community before. Several organiza-
tions, like the Kiwanis Club, sponsor a
Firefighter of the Year award,
Rorabacher said.

“The time was right to have our own
program,” he added. “We've been kick-
ing around the idea the past few
years.”

The department created a formal
policy to help administer the program.
A four-person committee, three with
votes, picked winners.

A medal of valor will be Canton’s top
honor; It will be given to the firefighter
who “courageocusly risked their life to
save another,” according to the depart-
ment policy. The recipient will receive

Please see FIREFIGHTERS, A8

New home
for prayer
breakfast

BY TEDD SCHNEIDER
STAFY WRITER
* M l_l__’_ = et

The location has changed but
the mission remains the same.

With expectations for a larger
crowd, Thursday’s annual Ply-
‘mouth-Canton Community Prayer
Breakfast will move to the Laurel
Manor banquet center in Livonia,
said Phyllis Redfern, breakfast
chairwoman. The event has previ-
ously been held at Summit on the
Park.

“It was a hard decision. We
really wanted to keep it in Canton
but there weren’t facilities large
enough for what we hope this
event can become,” Redfern said.

“Last year we were at capacity
(400 people) at the Summit.”

The decision was made in Jan-
uary and many churches were
agreeable, Redfern said. The
breakfast is also becoming some-
thing of a regional draw, with con-

gregations from other western

T Please soc BREAKFAST, A3

Addltions to the planned e
mit on the Park have push
$2.7 million. Changes are plann
facilities and the community center will get a
new entrance and more parking.

ansion of Smn

ec')rlce tag to
fitness

$900,000 from initial projections.

Summit Manager Debbie Bilbrey-
Honsowetz told Canton trustees reno-
vations are necessary to remain com-
petitive.

“If we don’t provide a good fauhty
our guests will go somewhere else,” she
said at a Tuesday study session.

Bilbrey-Honsowetz is particularly
concerned about the fitness center,
Lifetime Fitness, an all-in-one exercise

firm likely coming to Canton in the
near future, she said.

“We have to offer good equipment
that’s well maintained and that guests
can get on in a reasonable time,” said

Bilbrey-Honsowetz. “We have to make -

ourselves competitive.”

Talk of expanding the Summit has
been ongoing for more than year. Last
year, Canton received $750,000 as part
of the “Clean Michigan” initiative
passed by voters in 1998. The act put
$50 million aside for recreation grants.

Finance Director Tony Minghine is’

looking at a number of options in terms
of how the township will pay its share
of the expansion bill. A portion could

Jouamtonm_
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Ronm Fut!vd Lauren w-kaskz of Canton, 16, pushes
Liz Lulek of Canton, 16, in the jousting competition durmg
_the Plymouth Christian Academy’s Renaissance Festival

- Thursday: Lauren’s over-sized skirt slid down, preventing

" them from finishing the competition. For more from the
event, please turn to Page A6in today s Observer.

come from cash reserves or it all could
be financed through a bond issue.

A new fitness room heads the list of
improvements slated for the Summit.
It will grow from 2,800 to 6,000 square
feet. Weight training and aerobi¢
equipment will be featured, ;

The room will also feature a nice
view with much of the north wall com-
posed of glass. While it will add signifi-
cant cost, Bilbrey-Honsowetz feels it
will be worth the expense.

“It’s important to us that this addi-
tion look like it was supposed to. be
there and not an afterthought,” she

Petition
snafu
clouds
race

B 35TH DISTRICT COURT

tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net

For the first time in history, a sitting
35th District Court judge will have a
challenger come the August primary ...
maybe.

Two attorneys, Peter Bec from Ply-
mouth Township and William Selinsky
of Northville Township, have both filed
petitions to run in the August primary
against incumbent judge Ron Lowe.
However, because of misinformation
fed to them by the state Board of Elec-
tions concerning the number of petition
signatures needed to qualify for the pri-
mary, the pair will have to go to court
in order to have their day in court.

Selinsky said he turned in his peti-
tions April 28 and was told his 40 sig-
natures would be enough to get him on
the ballot.

“Then I got a call on May 2, only
hours before the deadline for petitions,
and 1 was told there was a mistake and
that I really needed 600 signatures,”
said Selinsky. “I'm preparing a lawsuit
against the Secretary of State and the
Board of Canvassers, hoping the court
will issue a writ to compel the Board of
Elections to accept my nominating petl~
tions.”

Bec said he was told by the Baard of -

Please see COURT RACE, A4

Winners give back to Canton

Canton Chamber
business and

Athena recipients
make their mark

BY SCOTT DANIEL
STAFF WRITER
sdaniei@®oe homecomm.net

John Pardington has a simple philos-
ophy about being a business person.in
Canton: give back to the community

Perhaps that's why the Holiday Mar-
ket owner contributes to local pro-
grams like DARE and organizations
such as the Salvation Army, Goodfel:
lows and Lions Club on a regular
basis. According to Supervisor Tom
Yack, the township is lucky to have
Pardington

“If you look up the definition of ser
vice in the dictionary,” he told a large
gathering at the Chamber of Com
merce's Business Person of the Year
and Athena awards luncheon Wednes-
day, “you'll see John's picture. He has
been a blessing to this community.”

Pardington said he doesn't know any
other way

“It’s how I was brought up,” he com-
mented. “You get involved. 1 think you
get back in life what you give.”

Debbie Zevalkink, Yack's personal

Newsroom: 734-459-2700

STAFY PROTO BY PAtl. HURSCHMANS

All smiles: Athena Award recipient Debbie Zevalkink gets a hug
from 1999 recipient Ginny Hauck.

assistant, took home the Athena
award,

“I was beginning to feel like Susan
Lucei,” she joked, referring to the soap
opera actress who finally won an
Emmy in 1999 after years of trying
“Thanks to my friends for continuing to
nominate me.”

The luncheon was held at the Sum-

mit. WDIV-TV news anchorwoman
Carmen Harlan served as the keynote
speaker following awards presenta-
tions

Pardington was selected from four
nominees for the Business Person of
the Year Award, which is sponsored by

Please see AWARDS, Ad
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" Thief gets home

electronlcs gear

More than $5,000 worth of !
electronic equipment was stolen
from a Canton couple's home

_between Monday and Wednes-
" diiy, according te township police
reports

Bomeone broke into: the cou-
ple’s home, in the 8000 block of
Honeytree, and took a television,
VCR, CD player and camcorder,
among other items’ In all, a
degzen items were stolen, reports
Canton officers found small

pry marks on the outside front

deer jamb. Police have no sus-
Disorderly person
# 28-year-old Canten woman
+was the vietim of verbal abuse
- by a neighbor in the 6000 block
' of Foxthorn Tuesday.
The incident, reports said,
‘began when the woman pulled
into a parking space near her
apartment. As she was. unload-

ing items from her car, a 43-

year-old man began swearing at

her because she was blocking his

"COP CALLS

Canton police later spoke with
the man. He may face possible
disorderly. person ‘charges,
according to reports.

Domestic violence

A 27-year-old Canton woman
was the victim of domestic vio-
lence Monday.

Reports said she and a friend
drove up to her home in the

41000 block of Old"Michigan-

Avenue atap roximately 10:15
p:m. Her husgand came out of
their home with a kitchen krife,
reports said, and told her friend
to get.out of the car and fight
him.

Moments later her 22-year-
old husband threw the knife at
the friend’s car. Reports said the
woman later went inside the
home with her husband.

An argument ensued. Report-

said pulled her out of a chair and
then tried to push her out of the
home, The woman left and called
Canton police:

‘parking spot.
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The dnver ofa -elm-truck was
transported by helicopter on a sur-
vival flight to Umvmity of Michi-
gvn Hospital in Ann Arbor

edneésday after he jackknifed his |

truck up a steep embankment try-
ing to avoid a serious accident on
southbound 1-275, north of Ply-
mouth Road.

Police said traffic was detoured
for three hours following the acci-
dent about 3 p.m.

“A small black car went off the

‘shoulder and hit the rear end
wheels of the semi,” said Michigan
State Police Trooper Firmin Troye
of the Oak Park post. The trucker,
a Romulus man, reacted by driv-

ing off to the right, went up the

embankment and jackknifed the
truck, Troye said.

Troye declified to release names
pending completion of the final
police report by MSP, which is
‘expected -Monday. Troopers
weren’t certain if the Canton
woman who drove the black car
would be ticketed. They were wait-
ing to learn the severity of the
“truck driver’s condition first. He
appeared to be suffering only from
a broken leg Thursday, Troye said.

Plymouth Towmlnp Sgt. Jim
Jarvis was one of the first of the
day shift to arrive on the seene.

“He (the trucker) said that a
black car was cutting in and out of
traffic,” Jarvis said. “She was

lanes, He didnét: want to
drive over the top of her car. The

. only alternative was for him to

drive to the right. I was trying to
keep himi stable. He looked clam-
my and I was worried he would go

into shock. lputmyha.ndonb.lm‘

and told him to relax.”
The woman stopped her car
down the road after the accident

but Jarvis didn’t speak to her .
because MSP took: the report and

he went to direct traffic, he said.

The Plymouth Community Fire -

Department also responded. Six-
teen firefighters, including off-
duty and volunteer firefighters,
were called in, said Flre Cluef
Larry Groth.

“The driver was pmned in the
cab,” Groth said;

lttooku.sanhourandahalfw:m
multiple rescue tools.”
Four firefighters from the

-Livonia Fire Department’s heavy,

duty rescue team also respond-
ed, Groth said.
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Gift Certificates
Available for
- MOTHER'S DAY

Introducing
"JAMIE"
Visit one of our stylists for
a great cut & style, a
splash of color or subtie
highlights ... or pamper
yourself with a

“The cab was_
crushed and his legs were pinned.

‘Dynamic.

Every Sunday and Thursday, we bring you the
latest information on what's for sale and what’s
available in the job market.

Ouf classifieds are a
dynamic source for whatever you need'
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-renowned designer Janel Russell

lanel Russell
eLeart (%lecﬂm

An inspiring-collection from

that celebrates the eternal
bond between a mother and
her child Exquisitely crafted

in 4 karat goid by Caria

: from $52*

iy

Toppled semi creates freeway havoc

STiry PHOTO BY BRYAN MITCHELL
Alriift: Emergency personnel load the truck driver into
the U-M survival flight helicopter Wednesday after-

_noon. The truck went up the hill along southbound I-
275 at Plymouth Road. Police closed the freeway and
traffic backed up for miles.

su mmit from page Al |

commented.

The addition will be mush-
room-shaped. Minghine
described early designs as too

The current fitness center will
be changed into an aerobics
room. A new lockerroom with
showers will separate the two
rooms.

Bilbrey-Honsowetz said the
change makes sense financially.
The current aerobics room holds
just 35 people. A converted fit-
ness center will accommodate
50.

A pair of parking lots will be
added adjacent to the Summit’s
existing lots.

Bilbrey-Honsowetz said park-

ing is at capacity during peak
times now. Between 100 and
150 additional spaces are
planned.
+ One of the facility’s two cur-
rent racquetball courts will be
converted into a famiiy locker-
room.

“We've had some complaints
aboui losing the racguetball
court,” Bilbrey-Honsowetz told
trustees. “But we can service a
lot more guests with the family

vk Wedding
FRIDAY MAY 12" at 7:00 P.M.

lockerroom.”

A new entrance to the Summit
will be added at the north end of
the buildirig. The idea is to keep
fitness patrons away.from ban-
quet facilities ‘as much as possi-
ble.

“It should make for much
fewer interruptions to our ban-
quet operation,” said Bilbrey-
Honsowetz.

Chairs, carpeting and wall
coverings will be replaced in
banquet areas. Bilbrey-Hon-
sowetz said each is showing
signs of wear after five years.

“We're gaining banquet busi-
ness now,” she said. “I think we
¢an justify some expenditures
now."

The Summit manager also
talked of a “phase II” renova-
tion. It would involve adding a
dedicated senior center at the
building’s southern end.

Bilbrey-Honsowetz said it
would be more convenient for
seniors and would free up space
for banquet operations at the
Summit’'s north end. Such a
move likely wouldn’t be made
for several years, she said.

COMEDY DINNER THEATRE AT IT'S BEST! |
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Rising Discovery

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER
tbruscato@oe homecomm.net

begm heating and
air conditioning
duicts still need to be
installed, landscap-
ing is still nonexis-
tent,- and theré’s
plenty of cleanup to
be done.

But, despite what
looks like a lot of
work yet to be com-
pleted; the construc:
tion managers. for
Discovery Middle
School say the build-
ing will be completed
in time for classes to
start in August.

“I see you opening

During a tour of the site a

hill now.

“We're on track.

ing schedule,”

took the measures to get back in.

line. We had guys working 10-
hour days, on Saturdays and

The terrazzo flooring needs to
be laid, painting has.yet to

on- time,” project
manager Bill
McCarthy of McS/EV

told school. beard (o the
members Tuesday

night. “It will be

exciting ... there's a lot of work
to be done ... we'll need a big
push.”

Hanford and Canton Center in
Canton, Brian MacAskill, assis-
tant project manager, said there
were some tense moments in
making sure the project would
be completed, but it's all down-

We've
always said it would be an excit-
said MacAskill.
“Back in December we lost some
time and fell behind, but we

even some on Sundays. If we
have to do it again, we will.”

Voters approved the $15.3

Going up: Assistant prOJect manager Brian
MacAskill of McS/Ev Construction points

chillers of the new school.

trict has rented for 19 years.

be constructed in Canton.

“It looks like there's a lot of .
work yet to be done, but they
tell me it will be completed on
I just wish it were done
gaid Lowell Principal
Roche LaVictor; who has been

time.
now,"”

million project in October 1998
when it was learned Livonia
wanted to take back Lowell
t Middle School; which the dis-

The 127,000-square-foot Dis-
covery will be nearly 40,000
square feet larger than Lowell
and is the first middle school to

Canton’s first middle school
takes shape on Hanford Road

working with the architects and
construction manager this
semester to make certain the

construction and transition goes .

smoothly. “I'm working on new
equipment purchases, the
. transfer from Lowell
to Discovery, and the
schedule for next
year
: Along with LaVic-
tor, a group of nearly
two dozen teachers
gave input into the
design and needs for
‘Discovery.

“We'll have three
wings, one for each
grade, complete with
new- computer labs,”
said LaVietor. “We'll
have a state-of-the-
art technology pack-
age. A media center
designed for us. An
auditeria with more
of an emphasis on
design and perfor-
mance than an eat-
ing area. And hav-
ing air conditioning

throughout the entire building
will be great.”

LaVictor is pleased the entire
staff at Lowell will be moving as
family to the new school.

“Some teachers who have
been at Lowell for the entire 19
years wondered what would
happen to their jobs if Livonia
ever decided not to extend the
contract,” he said. “We all feel
grateful that we're going as a
group to Discovery.”

LaVictor said he’s putting
together a schedule for teachers
to preview the building before it

Under construction: Thc ‘auditeria” at the new Discovery

below is the building’s exterior, w hich faces Hanford Road at Canton Center.

STAFF PROTOS BY PALL BURSCHEMANS

» Middle School. Pictured

opens, and will have students
visit the building by grades so
they know the layout of the
building before the first day of

school ‘i

“Can you imagine what chaos
we would have with everyone ‘
trying to find their way around
the first day of school?” said
LaVictor with a chuckle. “Stu-
dents and teachers would be
equally fost.”

MacAskill said when it’s done,
Plymouth-Canton school district
residents will have a very useful
building '

“I think this school is some-
thing youll be happy with:in the
long ran,” he said.” “I wouldn’t
call it a show stopper, but it's
much more than functional
This building. should be

around

for 75-100 vears.”

Return engagement: The gospel-style group, The Resur-
rection, is back for its second appearance at the Ply-
mouth-Canton Community Prayer Breakfast.

BreakfaSt from page Al

Wayne and Washtenaw commu-
nities participating.

The breakfast is part of a day-
long series of religious events in
and arournd the community. It's
goal is to “come across with a
very strong message, so people
will leave with something,” she
said.

The keynote speaker for this
year's event, David Bryant, will
do just that, Redfern believes.

“He's a powerful speaker. You
feel like he's talking right to God
and so you have a direct link,”
she said.

Bryant was suggested as a
speaker by several of the church
leaders involved in planning this
year’s breakfast, Redfern said.

Bryant hosts “National Con-
cert of Prayer,” a daily radio pro-
gram heard nationally on some
300 stations. He is the founder of
Concerts of Prayer International,
a traveling ministry that has
conducted evangelical Christian
prayer rallies in cities across the
country

The New Providence, N.J. resi-
dent was formerly involved in
the Promise Keepers organiza-
tion.

Bryant holds advanced degrees
in Biblical Studies and Missio-
logical Studies. He and his wife,
Robyn, have three children, all
adopted from India.

Bryant joins a list of previous
prayer breakfast speakers that
has ranged from Detroit televi-
sion journalist Cheryl C!}odun.

Canton trustees

The Canton Township Board
of Trustees meets at 7 p.m; on
the second and fourth Tuesday
of each month at the administra-

w h- o
talked
about the
impor-
tance of
religion
in her
hf{“ to
motiva-
tional
Chris:-
t"1-a n
speaker
Carole
Kent

Also on Thursday's pmgram is8
the gospel-style vocal group, The
Resurrection. The popular, four-
member band appeared at last
year’s event and Redfern said
the committee was enthusiastic
about asking them back

“They have a way of reaching
out with their music and sharing
the word,” she said.

In addition to the breakfast,
events in the community include
a seminar for area clergy arid a
Community Concert of Prayer

The public is welcome to
attend the fre¢ concert 7 p.m.
Thursday at Calvary Baptist
Church, 43065 Joy Road in Can-
ton

Tickets to the Plymouth-Can-
ton Community Prayer Breakfast
are still available for 810 each
The event runs 7:15-9 a.m. at
Laurel Manor, 39000 School-
craft, Livonia, Call Sandy Berge-
son, (734) 495-1062 by Monday
for reservations.

meet Tuesdays

tion building, 1150 8. Canton
Center Road.

Meeting agendas are available
from the township clerk’s office.

David Bryant

(Fill ‘er up!)
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