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presented in a special section

inside today’s Observer. Each
year, The Observer pays tribute to
the best young scholars in our public °
and private high schools, as selected
by a committee of area principals and
assistant principals from test scores
and grade-point averages. These
young scholars share their visions for
the future and pay tribute to their
favorite teachers.
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2 placed a clas-
sified ad to sell
household goods

and I had great
results! I sold

everything.”
—Kathy G.

Thursday, May 4, 2000

anton@bserver

Ydur _hometowh newspaper serving Canton for 25 years

Gunman
is guilty

B A Wayne County Circuit Court
J took about an hour Monday
to find Timothy Regan Boster
guilty of assault with intent to
commit murder for last summer’s
random shootings at Sheldon and
Palmer roads.

BY HEATHER NEEDHAM
AFF WRITER
.homecomm.net

A prosecutor calling a defen-
dant a liar was just one of
many accusations hurled dur-
ing a three-day trial in Wayne
County Circuit Court which
found a Canton man guilty of a random shooting
spree last summer.

A jury took about an hour Monday to find Tim-
othy Regan Boster, 23, guilty on all felony counts
in connection with the incident that injured one
woman and left bullet holes in several residences
and a business.

Boster was tried on an assault with intent to
commit murder charge and other firearms
counts. Judge George E. Crockett II presided
over the three-day trial.

The assault charge carries a maximum sen-
tence of 10 years in prison. Sentencing is sched-
uled for 9 a.m. June 15 in Crockett’s courtroom.

Boster, 23 and Zachary Scott Woodby; 21, were
both charged with assault with intent to commit
murder, discharging a firearm at an occupied

; dwellmg, discharging a firearm at a vehicle and

possessing a firearm in a vehicle.

Woodby pled no: contest to the assault charge
in exchange for the firearms charges being
dropped, thus avoiding a trial. His sentencing is
planned for 9 a.m. May 11 in Judge Karen Port
Hood's courtroom.

Police witnesses testified that 19 rounds of
shotgun shells were found at the shooting scene
at Sheldon and Palmer. Canton resident Dawn
Davis, 22, was injured by a grazing bullet while
she drove home from work. The incident
occurred at 2:25 a.m. June 25. Bullet holes were
found in several residences, as well as the Wee
Care Day Care Center and Davis’ car.

Davis was present during the proceedings but
declined to comment on the case. Boster’s moth-
er, Judy Andrews, also declined to comment.

Please see GUILTY, Ad

Clinton impresses EMU grads

tnchneider.oe.homeeomm net

Having the president of the United
States headline their commencement
ceremony Sunday was a highlight for
area Eastern Michigan University
graduates, although a few were clearly
put off by parts of Bill Clinton’s speech.

“It's definitely a bonus,” said Mark
Reaume, 29, of Canton. The former
Livonia resident and Franklin High
School graduate received his bachelor
of arts degree in facilities management.

Eva Markowski of Westland, a 1994
John Glenn graduate, said Clinton’s
appearance was “very exciting” but her
friends thought “it sounded like he was
campaigning.”“It was memorable to
have him here,” said Jennifer Pastula,
23, of Garden City. “I went to last
year’s ceremony (when her boyfriend
graduated) and I couldn't tell you a sin-
gle thing about it now,” she said.

The Garden City High School gradu-
ate received her bachelor of science
degree in biology.

hometownnewspapers.net
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Fatal scene: Canton Police examine the Geo Prism at the crash scene Wednesday.
Elizabeth Grelik was a front-seat passenger in the car when it was hit broadside at

Ford and Ridge roads.

Crash

kills

teen, injures
three others

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER
tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net

Oneé teenager is dead, and
two others-are hospitalized,
after their car was broadsided
by a truck at Ridge and Ford
roads in Canton shortly before
5:30 p.m. Wednesday after-
noon.

Canton police Lt. Robert
Kerr said the 1998 Chevrolet
(Geo Prism driven by 16-year-
old Brandon Jose of Canton

was traveling south on Ridge
Road, attempting to cross
Ford, when it was hit by a
delivery truck moving east on
Ford.

Ford was closed between

Ridge and Beck for three hours
Wednesday during the investi-
gation.

Canton police said Elizabeth
Grelik, 16, of Canton, who was
sitting in the front passenger
seat, was dead at the scene.

Please see CRASH, A3  Elizabeth Grelik
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Talking points: Mark Reaume of Canton agreed with President

Bill Clinton’s proposal to restrict information sharing but said

Please see CLINTON, A2

the president was wrong about global warming.

3 WTUA

townships
make deal

BY SCOTT DANIEL
STAFF WRITER
sdaniel@oe.homecomm.net

Canton, Plymouth and Northville
townships have signed a “letter of
intent” to help the Ypsilanti Communi-
ty Utility Authority expand its wastew-
ater treatment plant,

The Western Townships Utilities
Authority will spend $93 million on the
Washtenaw County facility. In return,
the communities will receive enough
capacity to handle wastewater flows for
the next 30 years

“1 think it's an agreement both enti-
ties will be proud of,” WTUA Opera-
tions Manager Tim Faas said. “They
keep their biggest customer and we get
the use of a world-class facility. The
economics of it are a plus, too.”

The two authorities have been nego-

Please sce WIUA, A5

Planners’ recommendation paves way for apartments

BY HEATHER NEEDHAM
STAFY WRITER

Canton Center Road residents fear-
ing their large home lots may become
extinct failed to dissuade the Canton
Planning Commission from recom-

mending a zoning change at Monday’s
meeting.

The commission voted 5-0 with com-
missioners Bob Wade and Karl Zarbo
absent to recommend approval on
rezoning two parcels from R-1, very
low density residential, to R-6, which
mll nku up to eight housing units

mwmmumn

the township Board of Trustees

Singh Development of West Bloom-
field plans to use the two 5-acre parcels
to build apartments. They are already
building luxury apartments directly
north of the two parcels. Phase one is
completed and 42 units are being
leased.

A rental house and a pole barn sit on
the two pieces of property. Both parcels
back up to the Lower Rouge.

The Rouge frontage would make the
property .a hot commedity for a single-
family home developer, said Henry

Moore, ident of the Woodlands of
Canton association and a

Canton Center Road resident.

“That’s prime riverfront property,”
Moore said. “This is prime residential
R-1 property.”

Audrey Moore said she feared rezon-
ing would help pave the way for the
eventual widening of Canton Center,
which might force some residents to
move.

“This just really scares me,” Moore
said. “We're getting worried - it sounds
like (Canton Center's) not going to be
widened real soon. Let's keep it resi-
dential until we're forced to move.”

Commission chair Vic Gustafson said
that wasn't the commission's intention.

“Nobody’s forcing anybody to move,”
he said.

Home

Attorney Bryan Amann, represent-
ing Singh, said residents would benefit
more from flexible zoning

“It’s getting harder and harder to. .
maintain single family home (lots),” he
said. “It's not impossible, but harder.”

Commissioner Melissa McLaughlin
asked Community Planner Jeff Goulet
how the parcels might be developed as
one-acre single family parcels.

Goulet said such a development
would most likely require a detention
pond, which would significantly cut
into the net acreage.

“Those two parcels by themselves
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' Clinton from page Al

. STAFF PHOTO BY PAUL HURSCEMANN
COInmencomont address: President Bill Clinton waves and receives applause as he steps to the podium at East-
ern Michigan University’s spring commencement Sunday. EMU’s outgoing president, William Shelton, is at left.

“It was an honor,” said Ply-
mouth resident Mark Buerkle.

Buerkle’s fiancee, Paula
‘Bobfinui, was a little less
reserved.

“I didn’t expect to be so moved.
But the moment he walked into
the room my emotions came over
me. People like us never get
close to someone like that,” she
said.

Clinton spoke for about 20
minutes on the increasing role of
technology in society and the
need to press forward on envi-
ronmental issues, He used the
speech to introduce a plan to
safeguard the financial privacy
of consumers by limiting how
financial institutions and other
companies share personal infor-
mation.

“In this information age, we
can’t let new opportunities erode
old fundamental rights,” Clinton
said. “We can’t let break-
throughs in technology break
down walls of privacy.”

Clinton urged Congress to

New publisher plans changes

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER
! omecomm.net

After 26 years, the Community
Crier newspaper has a new
owner.

Dr. Thomas Prose, who as
publisher plans to be known as-
T. Mark Prose, bought the Crier
for $180,000 cash during pro--
ceedings in federal bankruptcy
court last Monday.

Prose and Willett Communica-
tions in Wayne were the only
two bidders at the hearing in
front of federal bankruptcy judge
Steven Rhodes. However, during
the proceedings Willett pulled
his $352,000 bid for the Crier off
the table, leaving Prose the lone
bidder for the newspaper at
$357,000.

“They wanted cash and we
negotiated the price, which was
substantially lower than my
original bid,” said Prose. “I
would have still bought the

B ‘It bothers me, | think laws are needed to pro-

tect people’s privacy.’

-Mark Reaume,
on the president’s plan

pass the legislation this year.

But critics are already saying
the proposal’s chances are
remote. Opponents say its cost to
business would be too high and
it would discourage needed con-
solidation in the financial ser-
vices industry.

“The issue is not going to be
resolved now, not with this
Congress which at this late daté
is not going to touch this with a

10-foot pole,” Kenneth Gunther,
a lobbyist for the Independent
Community Bankers Associa-
tion, told the New York Times.

Graduating seniors, though,
said Internet privacy and other
electronic privacy issues were a
concern. ;

“It bothers me,” said Canton’s
Reaume. “I think laws are need-
ed to protect people’s privacy.”

Said Pastula: “There are some
things that need to remain pri-
vate. That's why I don't buy any-
thing on-line.”

“If the government doesn’t do
anything about this now, it's
only going to get worse.”

The president’s remarks on
the environment drew .criticism
from some. graduates. Clinton
talked about the challenges in
dealing with global warming and
urged ‘those attending to

‘“embrace -environmentally-

friendly” technology for the sake
of future generations.

“I think some of what he point-
ed to — with the polar ice caps
melting — was the thinking 20
years ago but has been proved
erroneous,” said Reaume.

Plymouth’s Buerkle was more
charitable in his assessment of

H Tom Prose’s management team will partly con-
sist of Tom O’Connor, the publisher of the Red-
ford Connection newspaper, who will have a man-
agement contract to run the Crier.

newspaper at the original price.”

Doug Willett said he had “no
comment at this time” concern-
ing the sale to Prose. -

Publisher W, Edward Wen-
dover and Prose are expected to
close the deal Thursday, at
which time Prose will take over
the operation.

“We are shooting for next
week,” said Prose when asked
the date of his first edition as
publisher. “We need to get in
there as soon as possible to fig-
ure out how to get on firm finan-
cial footing.”

Prose’s managément team will
partly consist of Tom O’Connor,
the publisher-of the Redford
Connection newspaper, who will
have a management contract to
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run the Crier. O’Connor is aiso
a candidate for Redford Town-
ship supervisor, having recently
turned in petitions.

Prose plans to use the account-
ing staff from his current busi-
ness, General Medicine, to han-
dle some of the payables and
receivables.

Prose said he doesn’t expect
Crier Editor Scott Spielman to
stay on, but “we’ll see if some of
the younger reporters will stay
with us.”

Concerning newspaper con-
tent, Prose said the editorial
slant will be much different than
that of his predecessor.

“Our first order of business
will be to.apologize for the past
gins of the Crier,” he said. “I
hope we can raise the level of
Jjournalistic ethics and standards
of the Crier to that of the

Clinton’s remarks on the envi-
ronment.

“1 like what he sazd Business
people need to learn that they
can protect the environgent and
make a profit at the same time.”

Buerkle, 26, received his BA in
German and international trade
and was among 2,500 EMU
graduates Sunday.

Clinton gave the commence-
ment address for the afternoon
ceremonies at the year-old Cdn-
vocation Center on the EMU
campus in Ypsilanti. He received
an honorary doctorate of pablic
service degree following his
remarks, then left to attend the
NAACP Freedom Fund dinner in
downtown Detroit.

The president was introduced
by Rodney Slater, U.S. secretary
of transportation and a 1977
EMU graduate.

James P. Comer, a visiting
professor at EMU and a nation-
ally-renowned professor of child
psychiatry at Yale University,
delivered the morning address.

at Crier

Observer.”

Wendover' admitted that
Wednesday’s edition was most
likely his last as publisher.

“It _apparently will be the last
at the Crier,” he said. “Neither I
nor any othér employees have
been offered a job by the new
entity.”

Wendover said he d recently
been looking at phasing out his
duties at the Crier.

“l had been weighing stepping
back after 26 years at the same
job,” Wendover said. “It fits inte
my life plan. How it all came to
be is another story.

“‘I'm exploring all my opportu-
nities, which include a number
of people in town who have
approached me about starting a
new newspaper,” he said. “T've
also been approached about
teaching in East Lansing.”

Wendover said he's talked
with someone about co-author-
ing a book, saying only it will be
“about philosophies of life as
stated by people we love and
respect.”
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investigation:
Canton Police
officers examine
documentation
from Elizabeth
Grelik’s car. In
the photo below;
right, officers
look for evidence
at the Ridge-
Ford intersec-
tion.

)

STAF? PROTOS BY PAUL HURSCHMANN

craSh from page Al

The driver, Jose, was listed in
critical condition early today at
St. Joseph Hospital in Ypsilanti.
Police said he suffered closed-
head injuries, a broken wrist
and several lacerations.

Sitting in the back seat was
Dana Stough, 16, of Canton,
who was listed in fair condition
Thursday, reportedly suffering a
broken leg.

The truck driver, Kenneth
Cramer, 53, of Ypsilanti, was
treated and releaséd from St.
Joseph Mercy. He was driving a
truck owned by Metro Parcel
and Freight.

Police said Jose, who was
driving Grelik’s car, did not
have a driver’s license, Authori-
ties report alcohol was not a fac-
tor in the accident, and no
charges have been filed pending
an investigation.

Grief counselors and social
workers were at both Canton
and Salem high schools today to

help students. Grelik and Jose
are sophomores at Salem High
School, while Stough is a junior
at Canton.

“She was a beautiful young
girl. Her character was very
good,” said Jadwiga Grelik of
her daughter. “She was kind
and helpful to everyone.

“She was really happy in high
school because she met a lot of
friends there,” Grelik said.
“Elizabeth was an average sta-
dent, and she was talking about
going to Eastern Michigan Uni-
versity.”

Elizabeth Grelik is survived
by her parents, Edward and
Jadwiga, her brother Christo-
pher, 11, and a
9. ‘

Funeral arrangements were
pending early today.

Staff writer Scott Daniel con-
tributed to this story

sister, Jennifer,

Police: Sunday Driver smashed
Canton woman’s car in assault

A 19-year-old Canton woman
was the victim of felonious
assault with a motor vehicle
early Sunday, according to town-
ship police reports.

The woman and two friends
stopped at a Ford Road Speed-
way Gas Station at approximate-
ly 1:30 a.m. Reports said a 20-
year-old Canton man approached
one of the friends, a 19-year-old
Livonia woman, at the gas sta-
tion.

A brief argument followed
Reports said the man then got
into his car, a Mercury Sable
and smashed into the 19-year-
old Canton woman's car several

COP CALLS

times before leaving.

No injuries were reported.
Reports failed to indicate the
amount of damage done to the
Canton woman's vehicle

Holes

A 61-year-old Canton woman
discovered two small holes in her
home’s vinyl siding Sunday

Reports said the holes were
found at the rear of the home.
Police officers investigatéd and
found a small steel ball near the
home. Reports said the ball

could've been shot from a sling
shot.

Dumping

A 29.year-old Livonia woman
is suspected of illegally dumping
trash at a Canton apartment
complex, according to reports.

A resident of the Canterbury
Apartments told police that the
woman threw several bags of
trash and a wooden shelf into a
complex trash bin Saturday
about 5 p.m

Canton Police investigated the

incident and eventually sent a
letter the woman's home
address, reports said.

Cell phone stolen

A’ 23-year-old Whitmore Lake
man’s cell phone was stolen in
Canton Sunday, police reports
said.

He was playing basketball at
Flodin Park, at Morton Taylor
and Saltz roads, from 7-to 9 p.m
Reports said Lhe man had put

his phnm on the ground while he
was playing

It was gone when he returned
The phum was valued at $250
Police have no suspects

Auction nets $330,000 for scholarshlps

Going once, going twice ... For-
get about it. At Madonna Uni-
versity’s annual dinner auction,
it was likely long gone.

More than 450 bxddeh took
part in the university's annual
“Around the World and
Beyond” Scholarship Dinner
Auction Friday, which netted
$330,000. -The money will
replenish the Madonna Universi
ty Scholarship Fund.

More than 1,000 items went
up for bid. Those ranged from a
jet-provided, accommodations-

MADONNA UNIVERSITY

paid excursion to South Bend,
Ind., a Notre Dame foot-
ball game, to a Joe Louis suite
for 20 for a Detroit Red Wings
playoffl game

The Red Wing suit (including
food and drink) netted $10,500
The Notre Dame journey fetched
Slmma as the

icket items

A Knabe piano with

to see

auction’s high

}‘ ayer

piano disc system generated

$5.000. A chance to be a fighter
pilot for a day ~ flying with an
instructor in one of two Marchet-
ti SF 260 NATO air combat
trainers ~ brought in $2,500

A Northwest Airl Lo
Italy for two went for § 0. A
flight and accommodation-paid
jourriey to New York for four

drew \‘ 8OO

UU! ‘uin\t\ Cadi
west Airline, Kimcraf
Al Long Ford arnd Sodexho-
nsored this
haired by Tarik and

year s event
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Canton sculptor DeLauro highlights PCAC ex h1b1t

The §”»nmulh Community
Arts Council hosts a discussion
with a local flavor Saturday

The PCAC
roundtable discussion
sculptor Joe DeLauro of Canton
at the PCAC, 774 N. Sheldon (at
Junction). Refreshments will be

-&pu:‘w‘.l\r.ﬂ a
with

served beginning at 7 p.m.; the
discussion starts at 7:30. Admjs
sion is free and open to the pub

1
L1c
DelLauro was born in Con

lied at Yale Uni

necticut and stuc

versity and the University of
lowa before settling in the Mid
west. He taught at Detroit’s
Marygrove College and at the

University of Windsor

® Painting exhibit — The
golden light of Southern France
i¢ the inspiration of the paint

Frankenmuth restaurant seeks

Zehnder's of Frankenmuth
sponsors its. ninth-annual Moth
er of the Year Contest, Individu
als can enter by writing a poem
in 50 words of less why their
mother should be selected “Zehn
der's Mother of the Year.”

The mother will
receive § of Franken
muth Mother's Day dinner for ug
to 10 f: 1 including
‘\!‘l""w avernigt
package two at Zehnder's
Bavarian Ha and a recogni

ings of Julia Hardy to be exhibit
ed at the PCAC May 5 through
May 26, An opening reception 1s
scheduled for Friday, May
from 7 to 9 p.m

The artist, who comes fror
Ann Arbor and hag won prizes
P S e DR, (e Tasi @
DT A r He
water ! an be ewed at the
P( \l Monday, Tuesday, Thurs

n pla

L0 enti end entrie by Fn
day, May 5 to: Zehnder's Mother

thie Year Zehnder's |

Frankenmuth, 730 S Ma
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; Make a wish. Musical room accents from Melodious play
j “When You Wish Upon a-Star,” as the orange star turmns
| 35" picture frame, *650. Lamp, *142. Clock, *64
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