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Playoff hockey: The Ply-

- mouth Whalers face off
against the Sault St.
Marie Greyhounds in the
Ontario Hockey League
Western Conference
Finals. The next home
game is Friday. See
today’s sports section for
series coverage.

AT HOME

Applause, applause: A :
Plymouth interior design-
er is among those from
1 the area who set the scene
- for style in the Junior
League of Detroit Inc.
Designers’ Show House
2000, the former home of
-actress Julie Harris./D8

ENTERTAINMENT

Theater: Bob Weibel of
Westland directs the Ply-
mouth Theatre Guild’s
production of Squabbles,
opening May 5 at the
Water Tower Theatre in
Northuville. The comedy,
produced by Mary Lynn
Kuna of Plymouth, also
features Robert Purcell of
Canton./E1
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The ﬁrst place to visit
when you're looking for a
new place to live?
The Real Estate ads

-~ in today's
HomeTown Classifieds!

Your hometown ﬁewspaper vSeruing‘ Canton for 25 years
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ter school.

National Heritage Academies is

suing Canton over the right to build a -

charter school in the township.

The Grand Rapids-based company

Canton;: Michigan.

National Heritage Acadennes has sued Can-

- ton Township in Wayne Circuit Court over -
the township’s rejection last March of special
land use approv

for construction of a char-

claims Canton has no authom.y to. con-
trol site plans or other specifications of
its proposed elementary school at the
corner of Ridge and Warren roads:.

The suit was filed April 19 in Wayne
County Circuit Court and served to the
township Monday. It came as no sur-

hometownnewspapers. net

Charter school firm files suit

prise to Canton Supervmor Tom Yaci,
“] expected this,” he commented,
“because they have so much invested
into that site from a cost perspective.”
“Simply, we don’t believe the town:
ship has jurisdiction over the issues
discussed,” said National Heritage
Academies Director of Marketing Jeff
- Poole. , :
Trustees denied a special land use
request by National Heritage on March
14. Parcel sizé and potential impact on
the beauty road status of Ridge were

02000 Honn‘rm Camtmmicm Nmk"'

° among the reasons cited by the board,

in making its decision.

'NHA first proposed a charter school
for Beck and Hanford. Similar concerns
led to a board denial in March of 1999. -

Plans for the Warren/Ridge site
emerged late last year. Canton's Plan- -
ning.Commission, however,-denied
NHA Jan. 10 and again Feb. 28 even °
after major plan revisions,

On March 14, National Heritage

ase -ee Ad

Hey, | think we're being followed-

10-year-old poodle; gets a bwycle

- ride from his owner; Tim Tsiang,
. near Beck Road last week. Obvi-
" ously not cameéra shy, Sebastion

' apparently convinced Tsiang to

M for tln l'ldo "Sebasﬂon, =he

mmm«-nmw

- stop for an Observer photogra-
_pher as well. Tsiang and his

* %dey were op. their way

Summit on the Park

" where they earlier ﬁmshed a
workout I

Townshlp Gun range will bring in cash

BYSCU[‘TDANM.
.S'mem
daniel@oe.h

m.net

A new outdoor gun range for town-

ship officers may accomplish several
things, according teo. Public Safety
Director John Santomauro.
. While ‘the range would provide an
excellent place to train for Canton’s
finest, it could also generate significant
revenue for the department. In a town-
ship board of trustees study session
Tuesday, Santomauro said many local
departments are scrambling to find
practice facilities.

“There just aren’t any outdoor
ranges in this area,” he commented.
“We think there’s a real market out
there to tap into. Frankly, we're sur-
prised nobody has done this.”

The range is being planned for Lilley

: l ‘There just aren’t myoutdoornngulnmls aru.Wo
thlnkthorosa real markotoutthontotaplnto.

~John Santomauro,

Canton Town.shtp public safety director

Road north of Van Born. Site plans will
be presented to trustees within the
next few weeks.

. Officers currently use a range adja-
cent to Canton’s Department of Public
Works building on Sheldon Road. San-
tomauro said the department has sim-
ply outgrown the facility, which was
built in 1988.

“We had 40 officers at that time,” he
commented. “We now have 75 sworn
police officers.” '

Residential -areas around the exist-

ing facility have also grown since 1988,
Santomauro. said, Range noige is dis-
ruptive to folks hung in those homes,
he added.

“At some point,” said Santomauro,
“this site neéds to be so]d and deVelv
oped (residentially).”

Police Lt. Pat Nemecek said omcers
aren’t allowed to shoot after 5 p.m.

There would be no such restriction at

"-the new site, he said.
“It would allow us to do night shoot-

ing,” Nemecek told trustees. “It would

Overall crime rose by 7 percent in
Canton last year from 1998.

“Part 1”7 offenses, which include
murder, larceny and burglary, among
others, jumped in five of eight cate-
gories, according to township police
statistics. Robberies and burglaries
had the highest percéntage increases
at 41 and 33, respectively.

Publi¢ Safety Direetor John San
tomauro attributed the rise to Can-
ton's continued growth.

“The essence of this is that crime
does increase with growth and more
people,” he commented. “But I think
the community is a very safe place to
live.”

Canton Chamber of Commerce
President David Griffin agreed

“Things are stablé,” he said. "Can
ton's still a good area.” .-

Criffin, who operates a Fnrd Road

Canton crime rate
jumps by 7 percent

Comparing sérious crimes
from 1997 to 1999
1,500 - et

funeral home, also sits :

on -the Downtown 1,000

Development Authori-

ty board. He said he

doesn't- hear e¢om-

plaints -about crime 500

within the business
community

“1 think we're in an
extremely secure
area,” Griffin com
mented

A total of 2,562 Part
1 offenses were com
mitted in Canton last
year, That compares
to 2,400 in 1998 and

2,378 in 1997

The township had
seen béetween 2,200 and 2,400 Part 1
crimes since 1993, Santomauro said

Crimes against property were far
and away the most numerous. A total
of 1,816 larcenies were reported, an
increase of 3 percent from 1998

“It's typical of most communities in
the area,” said Santomauro.

Most of the larcenies, he added,
occur.at Canton's bigger retailers
such as Meijer and Super Kmart

Ploase see CRIME RATE, AJ

Newsroom: 734-459-2700

be more reafxshc practice for our offi-

cers that work at night.”

. Construction on the new site will
likely begin this summer, said San-
tomauro. It should take about a year to’
complete, he added.

" Cost was a primary consideration in
chodsing an outdoor instead of an

"inddor range. The department will
spend about $370,000 to build the out-  °

dodr range.

“We'd bé looking at $1 million 0 $1.5
million for an indoor facility,” San-
tomanro said. :

An outdoor range will also offer moreé
flexibility, he added.

Officers will be able to practice pii
tol, shotgun and long rifie shooting. A
classroom will be included on the site

Home Delivery: 734-591-0500

Please see GUN m

New club
to feature

food, dance

BY SCOTT DANIEL
STAFF WRITER
sdaniel@oe homecomm. net

Imagine not having to drive to Royal
Oak or Pontiac to find a nice place to
dance

That’'s what Greg Krystallis has in
mind for “Sneaky’s,” which 18 sched
uleéd to open in Canton’s Golden Gate
Shopping Center this August. His goal
is to provide a large dance floor, good
food and comfortable atmosphere for
area residents

“I'm trying to be a couple of things,”
said Krystallis, 29. “A bar and a casual
restaurant. T think it wili have a
unique character. If won't be like any
thing else around.”

Canton's Board of Trustees recom
mended approval of a class € liquor
license for Sneaky's at its April 4 meet-
ing. Michigan's Liguor License Com-
mission will make & final decision

Ploase sce NEW CLUB, A5
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"Man arrested for abuse,

takes it out on patrol car

As'fmr-oldCantonmmwu-

arrested Friday afternoon for
kicking out a pelice car wmdow
dccordmg to reports.

Thie incident occurred at about
3 p.m, in 7000 block of Iron
Gate; which is north of Warren

Road and. east of Shéldon.

Reports said the man was placed

" in the-back of a township patrol
“car. after. being arrested for

domestic abuse.
While in the car, he kicked the

passenger’s door window-out,
reports said. No' dollar estimate

was given relative to damage
doene to the patrol car.
“The man, reports said, had

.gotten into an argument with

_CcoP OAI.I.S

his‘wif‘e and hip'h'ervs‘e.veral
times. ;

Larceny

A‘wooden picnic. table and a.
swing set valued at $700 were
stolen from a Canton Center
Road business between the late
hours of Fnday and early Satur-
day morning, reports said. Police
have no suspects

DWLS

. A 21-yéar-old’ Dearbarn man
wis arrested Friday morning for

® Geranlums
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driving with an expired lieerme )

. reports said

A townshlp officer spocted t.he

‘man’'s 1999 Ford pickup at the:

intersection of Ford and Hagger-

ty roads and ran a background
check; Reports said the man also -
had outstandmg misdemeanor -

warrants out of Garden Cxty and
Westland.
Arson b £
‘-About $1,000 in damage was
done to a 1987 Ford Taurus
early Saturday morning as the
result of a fire, reports said.
“Canton officers arrived in the
‘8000 blo¢k. of north Sheldon
Road and found the car’s engine
compartment on fire. Reports

said smoke and flames were visi--
ble.

Caﬁton ﬁreﬁghters extm

3 .guished "the flames. Police.
" reports said the vehicle had been
left in the parking lot of a busi:

ness at the location. Ne m}umeu

‘were: repomd

Tool time?:

About $250 worth of toola were
stolen from'a home 4n the 45000
‘block of Rrdgate, which sits east
- af Canton Center and north ofj
Geddes,

‘A lawn edger. ($100) and drill
set ($150) were stolen from the

home’s garage, reports said. "
'Pohce have no suspects ‘

New board member

" Public Library Board of

Tabor said.

'be up forelectwn in November

Kreg Gruber has been aMnM to the Canton |
Trustees. -

Gruber, of Canton; is sénior vice pundnnt
chief operating officer of Garden City Hospital.

“He was one of about 20 applicants for the seat,
vacated earlier this year by Greg Stachura, said
library Director Jean-Tabor. “So many wonderful
_people applied. It was hard to choose just one,” |

“The seats of all six library, board members will

‘New board member part II

Jim Winebrener has been appointed by the
Canton Chamber of Commerce to fill a board
"| vacancy created by the departqre of Penny Klei.

CANTON CONNECTION

Wmebrcaer is the owner of Promotional Video,

& production company that specializes in creating
telephone hold messages for businesses. He is
also on the chamber’s Ambassadors Committee:

Klei stepped down from her chamber pest in
March when she retired from Bank One.

Nursing award ‘ :

Canton' resident Marynnne Patten, an’ RN at
Sinai-Grace Hospital in Detroit, has received the
Clinical Excellence in Practice Award from
Madonna University’s Kappa Iota Chapter of
Slgma'mota'rau,thenumnxhonoraocmty =5

The award is given annually to a nurse who
demonstrates excellence in nursing practlce
Apphcnnts are nomuuted by their peers

- Crime , I'a'te from page Al

b

“When you build :lar_ge stores -

the reality is you end up with
more  Part I offenses like
shoplifting,” said Santomauro.

While stopping such ¢rimes
‘may- be unrealistic, lie thinks the

“problem ‘capi be controlled. San-

tomauro. said his department
works closely with retajlers.

Increasing patrols may help cut

“larceny numbers, he added.
.- *High wisibility does prmnde a
lével of deterrence, Santomaum
said:
Besides robberies and bm'ginr
jes, ‘motor vehicle  thefts

increased. A total of 243 cars

were stolen last year, a 23 per-
cént jump from 1998. :

Some Part T numbers did drop

to defend their territory. S

'aneﬂhon and the dog will
when you are home

VETERINARY CLINIC. We

} daysaweekbfyourcommsme

v'neoghbors are not disturbed

ggwauymoamgmeupmmnods i rbaily punishing a
berkirig will alwagmmlho situation, Negutm attention is still
inspired to bark more. Giving the dog extra atiention

may heélp. Alsqewuumdlhnwmgdbodmayma
,Mmmwmummmmwm Sl
: meembrmaﬁononhowtommdmbryomdog oomeAﬂKVlAV

provide complete Wm , inchuding emergency

and routine treatments that will keep your pet happy heaﬂhyOurkncModﬁaam,
staff will take the. time to-completely explain the di

treatments, Visit sither of our two locations at 41395
734-453-2577, -or 5750 Lilley Rd. inCamon,hl 734—9!14‘00 We’moponsx :

PS. if possible, bmgyourdogmdoo«sdunngnsloudostpemdsofbamngsom

in Canton. Aggravated assaults
" were. down ‘11 percent and

arsons 22 percent.

.- Santomauro said percentages,
both positive’ and negative,
aren’t always reflective of crime
in a community. A more mean-
xngful statistic, in the director’s
opinion, is the Part I crime rate
per resident.

“It.hmkyougetatruerpmture :

"ovf what's really going on," said

“-Santomaurg. -
“Canton's population stood at

“an estimated 75,457 last year,
according. to the Southeast
Michigan Council of Govern-
ments. That gives the township
a rate of one c¢rime per 29 resi-
deénts.

Its a muk that eompares.to ;

similar communities. -

. Plymiouth Township, for exam-
ple, had an'estimated 26,747
residents with a total of 907 Part
I offenses for. 1999. That works

* out to an identical 1:29 ratio:
“Demographically, we’re very

sumlar to the Plymouths and

Northvilles,” said Santomauro.
Among non-Part 1 crimes, van-

dalism saw the biggest increase.

-"A total of 977 incidents were
reported last vear, up a whop-~

ping 53 percent from 1998.

The number of complaints
against juveniles saw the biggest
decrease in 1999. Just 125 inci-
dents were reported, a dmp of 26

Saturday.

Ready, set...
Albert Li, 2
years-old of
Canton,
awaits the
start of the

Easter Egg .
hunt. His
mother is

holding "
him.

(West of Haggerty

mnmmm

(248) 477-8600 FAX: 248-477-9306

For first-time fathers

BT CAMP
F.R NEW DADS

Are you about to become a
father for the first time? Then
~don't miss this special workshop
“designed to bring out the best
in new dads. Taught by fathers,
Boot Camp for New: Dads
builds pride and confidence

in caring for your baby

You'll learn lots of practical
information on parenthood, baby
care, becoming a family and
supporting'the new mom. You'll
even get hands-on experience in
holding and comfarting a baby
with the help of "veteran” dads
who bring their habies to class
Joun us!

Enlist today!

Cost is $20

per-person. To
register or for more -
information, please S
call Saint Joseéph

. Mercy HealthLine

(734) 712-5400 or

(800) 231-2211

e 8
MERCY

“HEALTH SYSTEM

Ammmm ;
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Hop to it: Hcruage Park'’s Easter Bunny mixes it up with a decxdedlv young crowd

bwart hundreds of Canton young-
sters from going after Eaater good-

ies Saturday in Heritage Park:
The 10 a.m. hunt -
about 10:10 ~ was divided by age groups

G:ay skies and a chilly breeze-didn’t

STMWBVMWJK‘OIS

'Egg-citing

- Cool weather can 't

stop this hunt

egg or two.

While there were many ﬁr\t timers in
the crowd, Saturday’s festivities were in
keeping with a 20-year tradition in the
township. :

- which ‘was over by

so that everyone could claim a pnrvd'

Full baskets:
: e ...t Grace
- o . Packham, 1%
e~ : years old of

Canton, has
. her hands full
~with candy.
| Below, Franky
Jwor, 3, of .
Canton tries to
get as much
F candy as
possible.

Did you know? "
8 Detroit has the largest sin-

gle library .in the state and the
fifth-largest library systemin
the country?:
8 Rice.is ‘one of the few non-
allergic foods? :
B A simple friend comes early

to help vou cook and stays late fo

help you clean?

8 Eastern Market in Detroit is
the largest flower-be (Idm g mar-
ket in the world?

Library construction
update

Have you noticed the walls for
the new Yoath. and Adult
Pepartments, going up? The
youth department will be mov-
hm;: into the (*umzmmit:. meeting
room as of May 15. Visit the pro-
posed floor plan and our pheto

album of the expansion at our

metronet. lib
[ index

Web site:
mi. us/ canton/ updates/
html

wWww

Web Watch

Check out these Web sites

Es
www_theultimates.com/white

B www.infospace com

N www fourll.com

B www switechboard.com

8 www pacefoods.com

.

Q&A

Q: What
condiment”

A: Recognizing salsa as
ca's favorite condiment, -May
31 is National Salsa Montl

Salsa is used more often than

is America's favorite

even ketchup ad a topping, dip
marinade and to spicé up count
less ‘recipes. National Sals:
Meonth celebrates miore than Ho
vears ol p e SAuce |
ereated in 1947, and Cinco de
.\v{ﬂ'\‘n, a major Mexica ! {ay

1§ now n\cngmud across North
America.

The source tr;r thn informa-
tion ‘is “C hase< 2000 Calendar
of Events.”

New audio books

Here are some new books on .

audio tape availtable from the
library:"

B “Amarylis” by Ja‘m«( atle

8 “Foundation and Earth” by
Isaac Asimov

B “Forward the Foundation”

by Isaac Asimov

W “The Greatest Generation

‘Speaks” by Tom bmk AW
"R("Lk]e\~ Love" by Eliz: m«'h :

LoweH
B “Walkin' the Dog" by Walter

Mosley

(Good reads

Here are. somé books that are:

classic page-turners: 2

& \hmlm{ Through” by Susan
I\ldt*

B “Three “Women at the
Waters' Edge” by Nancy Thayer

B “Time and Again” by Jack
Finney

W “The Shippin
Annié Proulx

B “Stanes for Ibarra” by Harri
et Doerr

g Néws" by

Hot topic of the week

MW ' National Arbor Day
Observed on the last Friday in
April, “Arbor Day was first
ohserved in Nebraska in 1872
where it is still a state holiday
The Committee for Nationat
Arbor Day has as’'its goal the
obsérvance of Arbor Day in all
states on the samé day, the last
Friday in April, This unified
date would provide Americans
with the opportunity to better
the importance
our way of life. This date

good planting date for many
states throughout the country
More '.?1.,m half of the states now
observe Arbor Day on the pro
posed \prrl Prui ay

@ the Canton Library ¢
pried by L “ o

i trees to
|

18 Q50

learn

I

!
1200 S Cant
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Choral group performs at fest

The Ply uth-Camnton !'ll‘m.n
tional f“wr’k ( ‘L‘.A:r !wr Singers, a
gselect men's cheral ensemble
from Plymeuth-Canton, has been
invited to participate. in the
Michigan Youth Arts Festival,
“ﬂ\ 11-13. The festival wil It be
on the campus of Westernr Michi
gan Upniversity i Kalamazoo
Thie arninual festiv 41 ceiebrates
its 38th anniversary this year

The Chamber Singers will per
form in the Ensemble Invitation-

al Concert, in conjunction with
the Michigan Sct m\\\m al Music
Assoclation In addition to
1 perteet Score and a
rating at the

receiving
first-divigion

MSVMA State Solo and Ensem-,

ble Festival, this group was
selected as one of the 14 out-
standing ensembles in the state
for 2000. This is the second time
an invitation has been extended
to'a select ensemble from P-Lan

ton to perform at the festival

Fit to a tee

. LQtton
WP‘\'P hlatk 3

Birmingham » (248) 644-6900 ' Livonia » (734) 501-7696 Rochester » {248) 651-6000

SHOPPING HOURS » MON-SAT 10-9 »« OPEN SUN AT NOON

www_jacobsons.com
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