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Creative carpentry:
Designers found special
places for rugs in The
Ghiordes Knot-American

ers Student Creative
Space Competition. /D6

ENTERTAINMENT

Community theater: Han-
nah Riddell of Canton
-portrays Hannah in “The
Trial of God,” an out-
standing production on
stage at Trinity House .
Theatre in Lwoma /E3

REAL ESTATE

Pet threat: Folks who

see (or smell) the way

sale./F1

~ CORRECTION

No show: Burn the Floor,
an event previewed on
page E1, was canceled
after our Entertainment
section went to press.
Refunds for the show,
stated for next week at the
Fox Theatre, are available

" at purchase locations. For
more information, call
(313) 983-6611.
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‘ Plymouth-Canton school board voted 5-2 to

BY TONY BRUSCATO
BSTAFF WRITER
tbruscato@oe. homecomm.net

Amid cat calls and shouting, the Ply-

mouth-Canton Board of Education-

Tuesday night voted 5-2 to name the
third high school at the educational

rename all threé buildings when the third
school is completed in the fall of 2002.

park Plymouth High School.

Before the vote, the crowd at Isbister
Elementary cheered when board mem-
bers Steve Guile and Roland Thomas
announced they would vote against the
measure. After the vote, about a dozen
parents and students shouted and

hometo wnnewspapers. net

High schools to get new names

_ggia] The hubbub over what to call the new hi
school reached a crescendo Tuesday as

walked out of the meeting, disgusted
that “upon the opening of Plymouth
High School, the existing high school
names will have the ‘Plymouth’ strick-
en frem them. So, Plymouth Canton
High School will be Canton. High
School and Plymouth Salem High
School will be Salem High School.”
“It’s our history. The name Ply-
mouth unites those two schools,” said
Marguerite Haar of Canton.  “The let-
ter jackets seen all over our community
will have to be changed. Canton will

Yomgfamrootforthohtom

; ‘ %S
. Svuth Lyon sell mﬁ‘le tzckets prior to 'the
Plymouth Whalers playoff game April 12.
" Proceeds from the raffle were to benefit the
Ptyrnouth Gems on Ice Synchronized Skat-
ing team. In the photo at left, Melissa ;
Channell of Canton, 5, presses her nase
against the glass waiting for the team to
| take the ice. The Whalers will meet the win-
_ner of tonight’s Game 7 between the Erie
‘Otters and Sault St. Marie Greyhounds in
the next round of the Ontario Hockey
League playoffs. That series is scheduled to
begin Saturday at Compuware Arena,

Canton mail carrier
delivers with a smile

BY HEATHER NEEDHAM
STAFF WRITER .
hneedham@oe.h

net

Handing mail personally to snowed-
in seniors, shooting hoops with ‘area
children and keeping a smile on his
face are some of the ways mail carrier
James E. Colts has made a positive
impresgion on his customers.

Thinking about a new car

or a good second car?
You'll find a huge selection
" of auto ads in today’s

Lalé Aia e nem' tad b O
TOteT *

Fer ) cited was when she
L: EVERYDAY { ey town on short
l HEROES notice and came
™~ home to find Colts
/ had held her mail
é;f/ - including a pack-
i _/) age - until her
=3 return.

“He hand-deliv-

§ ~— He hand-del

sred mvmail tomy

e e
resident Ursula-Bengiovanni as a Can-
ton Observer “Everyday Hero” because
of thase qualities and more.

“He’s the first letter carrier I've ever
had in my life that I can attach a name
and face to,” said Bongiovanni. “This
man does his job and he does it very
well. He'’s a credit to his profession.”

One recent example Bongiovanni

door when he
tioticed I was back,” she said.
Whether he'’s climbing through piles

‘of snow to get at mailboxes or chatting

with postal customers, he always
seems happy, she added.
“If James has ever had a bad day,

Please see NERO, A4
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have a “C”, Salem will have an “S” aqd
who will get to have the “P” these kids
have been wearing for 30 years? The'
brand new kids. There will be a lot of
dissension.”

“It’s just not right to change a high
school that's been in existence for 25
“years,” said Nick Tochman, 17, of Ply-
mouth Township, who attends Salem
High School. “The word Plymouth ties
the two communities together.”

In an effort to get the community

e
Chamber
closes in
on chief

sdaniel@oe.homecomm.net

A new director should soon be in
place at Canton's Chamber of Com-
merce.

A field of more than 75 was whittled
down to a pair of finalists Monday. The
chamber’s board of directors will pick
their new leader early next week,

. according to President David Griffin.

“We want to get this resolved,” he
said. “We want to move on.”

After a strong start this year with
many new members and a solid aue-
tion, the chamber wants to keep
momentum going, said Griffin.

“We seem to be hitting the right but-
tons this year,” he commented. “It’s not
all fund-raising, either. It's giving
value to all of our members.”

Ryan Ambrozaitis resigned in Jan-
uary. He served as executive director
for just 18 months.

After Ambrozaitis’ departure, the
chamber formed a search ctommittee
and began work to find. his replace-
ment. Extensive -advertising has been
done in newspapers, business and
national chamber trade publications

The chamber plans to pay $38,000 to
$40,000 for the job. Between 75 and
100 resumes were réceived, said Grif-
fin.

= “Most were from ‘theé tri-county area
because of how we focused gur (adver-
tising),” he added. !

An ‘initial screening.cut the pool of
applicants down to 25 in mid-March.
‘The chamber then sent out a guestion-
naire asking potential directors about’
their management style and work

Please see CHAMBER, A4
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In the mallroom: Canton postal carrier James Colts sorts his route
prior to heading out for his daily delevery.

Moving Wall heads for Liberty Fest appearance

net

For family members and spouses of
those killed, imprisoned in or missing
in Vietnam, seeing their loved ones’
names on the Vietnam Veterans
Memorial in thimen can be an

moving experience,
‘l\. Moving Wall, a half-size replica
the memorial, will be displayed

é

VIETNAM MEMORIAL REPLICA

the wall's visit this year. The Moving
Wall will be on display in Dearborn
Oct. 156-21.

There are more than 58,000 names
listed on the wall, including roughly
1,300 names of those listed as POWs
and MIAs. Visitors will be able to view
the Moving Wall in Canton 24 hours a

day.

an- from the Plymouth-Canton
Vietnam Veterans of America Post 528,
Veterans of Foreign Wars and the

American Legion will participate in
guarding the memorial and assisting
vigitors, said John Spencer, treasurer
of the Plymouth-Canton VVA. Spencer,
a U.S. Army veteran, served in Viet-
nam 1965-67 as a specialist fifth class.
The volunteers’ assistance won't stop
with helping find peoples’ names on
the 6, , 2563-foot long, 6-foot
high memorial "made up of 74 wlu-
minum panels.
*“We expect some people will be kind

tion) by finding
someone’s name on the wall," Spencer
said. Volunteers will be expected to
help console grieving visitors, he
added.

Bob Dates, recreation supervisor
with Canton Township, said he sent an
application to host the moving wall two
years ago. Spencer also sent an appli-
cation at around the same time.

Finding out they would host the wall
during the Liberty Fest was serendipi-
tous

“We were prepared to host the Mov-
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pto orders must be for pictures that have been taken by our

-.An 18-year-old Dexter ‘man is
facing charges of possessing a
dangerous weapon and drug
paraphernalia, according to
Canton police reports.

The teenager was parked in

" his 1993 Chevy Truck in the

39000 block of Hillary, which is
east of Haggerty and north of
Koppernick, in the early morn-
ing hours of Saturday. After an
anonymous phone call, a town-
ship officer approachéd the vehi-
cle and then spoke with the Dex-
ter teen, réports said. -~

A subsequent search revealed
a double-edged dagger and a
marijuana pipe, reports said.
The teen was then arrested and
transported to the Canton Police
De; ent. o 7

He will now appear on May 15
at the 35th District Court in Ply--
mouth on the charges.

Father figure?

An unspecified amount of
damage was done to a 22-year-
old Canton man’s 1994 Ford van
early Friday. ‘

Police reports said sugar was
poured into his gas tank. The
vehicle was parked at his home
in the 42000 block of Carriage
Cove. :

The 22-year-old told Canton
police he believes his father, a
Belleville man, may have caused:
the damage. Reports said he has

‘had problems with his father
‘before. ; ;

Short skirts

About $300 worth of alu-
minum skirting was stolen from
Quality Manufactured Homes

~ - Saturday, police reports said.
" The skirting goes around the

base of manufactured homes.

. Police have no suspects.

- Music man
An 18-year-old Canton man-’
was arrested Friday for stealing -

$85.95 worth of compact discs
from Meijer: 2

Reports said the man selected
five CDs, removed them from
their cases and placed each.in a
pants pocket. The man attempt-
ed to leave the store, but was

stopped by loss prevention offi-
. .cers shortly before noon. Canton
police subsequently arrested

Drunk driving

A 36-year-vld Canton woman
was cited for operating under
the influence of alcohol April 9,
following a traffic stop-on Cher-
ry Hill near Canton Club Lane.

Truck search
turns up drug
‘paraphernalia

B COPCALLS

A breath test showed a .22 per-
cent blood alcohol level, exceed-
ing Michigan’s legal limit of .10.
A police report stated the
woman had struck two vehicles
while traveling south at Hagger-
ty and Ford and narrowly avoid-
ed an accident with another
vehicle just before the traffic
stop at about 4:50 p.m.

Trumpet stolen

A 12-year-old Canton girl told
police someone stole her trumpet
while she was swimming in the
pool at Salem High at 3:30 p.m.
Monday. She reportedly told
police she had placed her trum-
pet, valued ‘at an estimated
$1,000 and some other belong-
ings in the bleachers. The trum-
pet and case were missing when
she was done swimming. The
case was found later in the lock-
er room. : :
Drug arrest

A 23-year-old Canton man was

MATTHEW VAUGHT
Matthew Vaught, 12, has been
named Carrier of the Month for
April by the Canton Observer.
Matthew delivers the Canton
Observer in the Huntington
Place subdivision. ‘He has been

delivering the Observer since

November 1998,
The St. Damian middle school
_ sixth-grader’s favorite subjects
are art, gym and math. His
hobbies include hockey, baseball
and drawing. He has won draw-
ing awards and scholastic
: awards.
His future plans include
" attending the University of
Michigan and becoming a
lawyer. ¢
‘Rollerblading is one of the
things he enjoys while doing his
route

Matthew says he has devel-

nmmuu-mmm,mmm

Matthew Vaught
oped business skills as an

Observer carrier.
He is the son of Michael and

Debra Vaught.

, New elementary _

costing less than-.

cited for:-drug possession at.

about 10 p.m. - April 12, follow-
ing -a traffic stop at Ford and
Lotz.. A police report stated a
consensual search of the vehicle
recovered a plastic bag of mari-
juana that the driver said he
had deliberately placed there.

Assault and battery

A 22-year-old Canton man was
arreésted for assault and battery
following a fight with a female
friend at & resident in the 4400
block of Trails Court  April 12

" Police. were reportedly respond--
ing to a fight in the apartment.

Domestic violerice
A 20-year-old Canton man was
arrested for domestic vielenoe

April 11, following an incident -

reported by his live-in girlfriend,
a 26-year-old woman. Both live
in the 46000 block of Geddes

. with a 10-month-old son. A

police report stated the pair
fought after the woman called to

- get him to come home from a

friend’s house.- When he arrived
home, he reportedly threatened:
the woman, spit on her and.
shoved her againat the front
‘door of the mobile home. The
-police report stated the man had
a previous domestic violence

conviction out of Westland in
1997, when he received a year

probation.

Commission meets Mondays

The Cﬁnton Planning Com-
mission meets at 7 p.m.on the

~first and third Monday of every

month at the administration

building, 1150 S. Canton Center.
Meetings are open to the pub-

lic and agendas are available

from the township clerk’s office.

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON
: REQUEST FOR BID

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Charter Township of Canton, 1150
Canton Center S, Canton, Michigan will aecept sealed bids at the Office of
_the Clerk up to 10:00 a.m., May 11, 2000 for the following:

ONE (1) SPRAYER FOR FELLOWS CREEK GOLF CLUB
W&Mmmwmmmmswwm,mmm
must be submitted in a sealéd envelope clearly marked with the proposal
name, company name, address and teléphone number and date and time of
hid“ﬂle'lb!mghip m.the'r_wwmptoryejeannyordl

ot 5 monkha. prints are $20 forthe st e, §7 50
h additional print. Payment is in advance (check or credit

'_pwvhlooof

TERRY G. BENNETT, Clerk

Lo

BY KURT KUBAN
STAFF WRITER

At its April 11 meeting, the
Plymouth-Canton Community
Schools Board of Education
awarded the majority of the bids

« for the construction of Dodson
Elementary Scheol.

With the bids totaling $7.697
million, board members were
pleased the cost of the initial
round of bids came in about
$1.38 million under original esti-

. mates.
" The accepted bids were culled
from” the 175 the district

held March 30 at the E.J.
McClendon Educational Center.
“We received & tremendous
‘turnout during the bidding pro-
cess,” said Bill McCarthy of

. McS/EV, the architectural firm
that designed and is managing
the Dodson project. “We were

. 'quite enamored with the num-

ber of bids, especially on some of

the major categories. We really '

had a strong response.”
The district has already
- applied for a series of permits
for such projects as storm and
.sewer, water, soil erosion and
right of way with the appropri-
ate governmental agencies. If all
‘are approved, construction of the
school is to begin the week of
May 8.

The balance of the contracts,
with the exception of those con-
cerning the school’s roofing, will

‘"be awarded at the May 9 board
meeting. -

After Tuesday’s meeting,
school officials were excited
about the outcome of the first
round of bids.

“The fact that these bids are

received at a public bid opening.

DODSON SCHOOL

under budget is an enormous
piece of good news,” said Kath-
leen Booher, the district’s super-
intendent.

Board president Susan Davis

- *I think this is a great deével-
opment,” she said. “It's a great
feeling anytime you are able to
get something for less than you
thought you would have to pay.”.

Board member Steve Guile
wants to ease fears that the low
cost will mean less quality, '

“I' think we are going to see a
good facility built,” he said.
“With the number of bids we
‘received, it is obvious that there
are a lot of contractors looking
for work.” :

Dodson is set to open in
September 2002.

Also at the meeting, the board
gave a consensus approval for

staff to move forward on Phase -

II of the construction on the dis-
trict’s new high school. Repre-
sentatives from McS/EV and
-French Associates Inc. present-
ed the finalized design and
development report to the board.

The report includes site and
floor plans and budgetary. costs.
It also addresses board concerns
about such matters ag traffic
safety. _

“This is very exciting;” Booher
said. “Building a high school is a
massive project. It is not some-
thing that happens every day.
Completing the design develop-
ment report is one of the most
important steps in a project of
this magnitude.” : :

Cost estimates in the report
were $121,230 over budget, but,
according to officials, in “the
right ballpark.”

Egg hunt is Saturday

Children 10 years old and
younger are invited to attend
Canton’s annual Easter Egg
Hunt at 10 a.m. Saturday at
Heritage Park.

There, children can seareh for
"eggs filled with little goodies
and get some candy from the
Easter Bunny. Canton has spon-

show up for Saturday's Easter
event, depending upon weather
conditions. She said it’s impor-
tant parents arrive on time and
in as few vehicles as possible.

“If (parents) are able to car-
pool; that's great,” she said.
“They should plan to arrive

A
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Teaching English in Peru

from a community service trip to Lima

Ruth Rempel.

Foreign delegation: Members of Canton Community Church recently returned

five-day English language course at a sister church, La Vina del Serior. Pic-
tured are (top row, from left): Laura Garvey, Gary Moore, John Lauch; (mid-
dle row) Nancy Chapman, Ella Moore;

, Peru. The contingent helped teach a

-and (front row) Jen Lombardo and

CANTON C

About 77 percent of Canton residents have
returried their 2000 census.forms so far, accord-
ing to Township Clerk Terry Bennett. There's
still time to get the form in. Census forms can be
obtained at Canton's Public Library, Meyer or
the Township Administration Building. Call
(734) 397-5367 for more information 3

Contest winner :

Canton fifth-grader Kimberly Ford has béen
named the grand prize winner in her age group
in a statewide colering, contest sponsored by the

Crest toothpaste .

Kimberly will receive a $100:U.S; Savings
Bond, a Dudley Beanie Plush Toy, dental health
posters, stickers, toothbrushes and coloring

MDA Web site at www michigandental.org

The contest was held during National Chil
dren's Dental Health-Month in February
2.500 entries were received

Some

Wine tasting
The Leadership Canton Alumni Association;
Canton Chamber of Commerce and Holiday Mar-
. ket_will co-sponsor the second annual “Toast to
Canton” wine tasting May 19 at the Summit
Proceeds from this year's event will benefit
several civic and community groups including the
Canton Goodfellows, Community Literacy Coun
cil, Canton Place Helping Hand Furid, Character

Michigan Dental Associationt and the makers of

books for her effort, which is displayed on the ]

Counts! and Leadership Canton Alumni Scholar-
ship Fund. .
Tickets are $30 in advance and $35-at the door.

For reservations or information call the cham-
ber office, {734) 453-4040.

Clean those closets ,

Fox 2 and Art Van Furniture are working to
collect dry-cleaned, gently-used women's busi-
ness attire duting Clean Your Closet Weekend.

Clothing can be dropped off at all Metro
Detroit sre Art Van locations, from 10-a:m. until
9 p.m. beginning April 7, weekdays and Saturday
and on Sunday from 10 a.m. until 6 p.m
Receipts for tax deductions will be available at
all Metro Detroit Art Van locations

Women who are éntering the work force for the
first time or who are re-entering the work force,
who need assistancé in obtaining business cloth-
ing,. may call'the Clean Your Closet hotline at
248 552-5241

The drive will accept women's business blazers.
pant and skirt suits, business style blouses,
dresses, pants and skirts in excellent condition

Dark shoes that are in good condition, busi

ness style scarves, handbags, briefcases and jew
elry are also accepted; along with unused.
unopened packages of pantyhose: Donated cloth-
ing must be clean and on hangers.

Any items not actepted by Dress For Success
will be donated to another charity selected by
Fox 2

Social service agency
ready for Head Start

smason@oe.homecomm.net

When Starfish Family Ser-
vices last year bid on providing
the Head Start program for out-
Wayne County, its chief execu-
tive officer envisioned a partner-
ship between the agency and
school districts to serve at-risk
children — not the controversy
that has been swirling around
the program for several months.

“As a community-based agen-
cy, we felt this would be a good
partnership with the schools.
We felt we would monitor and
coordinate the program while
they operated it,” Quida Cash
said. “We thought it would be a
two- to three-year evolutionary
change. We felt we'd be the facil-
itator.” |
* Starfish is one of four-dele-
gates selected by Wayne County
to provide Head Start to more

- than 3,700 children in 25 com-
munities outside of Detroit, but
the transition from a school-
based to a community-based pro-
gram isn't sitting well with some

- parents and employees who have
had to interview with the agency
for jobs they formerly held with
the school districts.

‘ It's a controversy that is
“wracked by misinformation.”
and put the agency in the diffi-
eult- spot of wanting to reassure
parents about the program, but
having to wait until it has
definitive answers on where the
programs will be offéred in the
different communities.

As of last-week, Starfish ‘was
responsible for the Head Start
programs for most of Inkster,
Livonia, Crestwood, Plyvmouth-
Canton and Wayne-Westland.

Livonia Public Schools has

- declined to let.the program stay
in the schools, so the agency is
trying to find ' a community cen-
ter or church to house it. The
agency is still talking to officials
in the Wayne-Westland Commu-
nity Schools; while Plymouth-
Canton let them know early on
there is no rbom

“l had a Livania parent-ask
where. Head Start was going to
go and we told her we're looking
at churches and ecommunity cen-
ters, but until we can say 1t will
be at Point A, we can't give her
an answer,” said Cash. "A ot of
families want information we
don't have, and our experiencse
has been that we can’t give an
answer before have

we an

meant employees had to be ter:
minated, interviewed and hired
for their old jobs. While that i&
unsettling for the workers, it is a
Head Start reduirement.

“We were bringing informa-
tion from the grantee that the
people didn’t want to hear,”
Cash said. “Schools had to- bhear
they must change. We've taken
on some really big challenges
-~ and have people screaming at
us. We can’t let that happen, we
can’t let them put this agency at
risk. :

“We have never had a bad
relationship with the communi.
ty. We closed a group home and
gave up that contract because
we couldn’t be good partners
with the community. We gave up
our foster parent and adoption
parent program because we felt
we could not be good partners
with our families.” 3

A national trend.

The change, according te
Cash, is consistent with the
movement of Head Start nation-
ally from a program based in' the
schools to one based in commu-
nity agencies that work with the
S(‘h(sll.‘ =

Eighty-five percent of the
Head Start programs in the
¢ountry are community-based,
and RESA was one of only two
county educational agencies to
serve as a Head Start grantee
Cash said

Head Start isn't meant to be a
program

for at-risk children. but rather a

10-hour-a-day, 365-day-a-year

program for the entire family,
actording to Cash

“There’s more to Head Start -
there's an opportunity for fami-
lies to learn and grow and move
out in to the community,” she

- said; “There are 15-20 support
systems with Head Start that
we've -been doing for years.”

To meet 1ts commitment to
Head Start, Starfish has applied
for four major.federal grants
through the county 1o “bring
new resgurces to oar.children
and tell the communities. and

that this will’be positive
for them as well

“It may help for fanmlies ta see
that community-based is not se
bad,” Cash added. “The schools

Ouida Cash

answer, We feel very badly
about this.”

Some straight talk

To make sure the families,
Head Start staff, districts and
school administrators have
“accurate and up-to-date infor-
mation on the transition,”
Starfish is now publishing a
monthly newsletter, Straight
Talk. :

Its first edition explained the
major changes, answered queg-
-tions about those changes and -
introduced readers to 18 pro-
grams Starfish offers for chil-
dren and families.' The second
newsletter will address Head
Start enrollment, finding class-
room space and additional
changes in the county’s Head
Start structure.

“We have started from the
premise that good people of good
faith can work things out,” she
said. “We have a good reputa-
tion. Wa will continue to provide
Straight Talk and provide a good
partnership.”

The change dates back to 1998
when Wayvne County- Regional
Education Agency
announced it would no leng run
the. Head Start program after 28
years. In a competitive bidding
process, the Head Start regional
office last September selected
Wayne County to take over the
contract )

At first, the county selected
three community-based agencies
~ Starfish, Downriver Guidanee
Chlinic and Wavne Meétrop
Community

schvol-based preschool

Service

1
SCNOOLs

Services

%!"“ YWCA of W ""‘7"““ the ';:T'.:,'.i'-‘l' and Starfish need to
( ity after parents and Head = g4y what they can do to s ke
otart employees Redford . this happen. There will he ni
byected 19 the winners 1f we don’t work togeth

ccording to Cash er.”

from the schools to the agency

sored egg hunts for roughly 20
ears

Kristie' Smith, a clerical sup-
port staffer with Canton Parks
and Recreation, said she expects
as many as 2,000 children could

PLAY BALL!

muscles, which hold the shoulder
bones ogether, are not intended
function under stress with e arm
above a line paraliel 1o the ground.
1f the shoulder joint s subsjected 10
continual stress with the amm in an
owerhead position, the rotator cufl

muscles begin 1o stretch. As 2
preventive measure, baseball and

muscles. Exercises include (reversel

Baseball and softhall are among arm curls, fromt fifts (palms up and

P Tonems phavers shoabd shw boesk o strergihen e aateor o oft o les.

dpring &

early if possible.” R floos plan and our photo album audio tape available from the
The egg hunt will be divided f the expansion wur Web site library
into age groups — 3 and younger, www.metronet. lib.1 can @ “Above the Law™ by J.P
4‘? ‘lbd‘ 7-10 ; Z tonfapdates/index. htm] Freedman s
-Th.. s B (younger kids) B “The Cider House Rules™ by
'Oﬂ’t. gotmmpl ed by the’older Web Watch John Irving
ide,” Sunith andd. (heck out these Web sites @ "Harm Done” by Ruth Ren g & | 10 n 0 | '
ihfin s 5 knows motor |
B www heaithfinder gov dell LI Ghet TnEDeENrs - i avs “ v-
8 www . narts.org @ “The Lion's Game”™ by Nel hOrsEpPOWEr MOotors m the work
8 www-bahycenter corm son Demille )
:nz'.\\ _;r.,;?w. com 8 “Blood and Smoke™ by
wWWw [ightyvear.com Stephen King
Did you know? ephen King o
Thursday, Apnl 20, the first . ) ‘
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day of Passover. beging an eight Q: Who was Daniel Ches o H
—_ . . P 161 - - - - Here are some bopksthat are 2 _—
day celebration of the delivery ol French? ‘
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