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The Canton Chamber of
Commerce wants to give
someorie the business ~as in
Business Person of the Year.

The chaniber is accepting
nominations for its Business
Person of the Year and Athena
Awards. The respective awards -
are given annually to a top
performer in the business
community who is.involved in
making Canton a better place to
live and work; and someone
who is instrumental in -
furtheririg the achievements and
goals of women in the
wor

This years honorges will be
saluted during the chamber’s
May 3 luncheon at the Summit.
Carmen Harlan WDIV-TV
news anchor, will be the keynote
speaker, ;

The -Observer Newspapers
sponsors the Business Person of
the Year Awerd.

The nomination deadline for
both awards is the close of

- business on Tuesday, April 18.
For more information or to
. receive a nomination form by’
fax, call the chamber at (734)
453-4040.

THE WEEK

AHEAD

Open reﬂstratlon Open
registration for Canton
residents and non-resi-
dents begins for spring an
summer recreation pro-
grams. Register in person
at the Summit 8:30 a.m.-
7 p.m. For information,
call, (734) 397-5110.

Meet the Rep: U.S. Rep.
Lynn Rivers, D-Ann
Arbor; will meet with con-
stituents from Canton
8:30-10 a.m. at Extreme
Beans, 7660 N. Canton
Center Road. For direc-
tions or information call

(734) 485-3741.
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Group wnll focus on water quality

The township is formmg the Canton River
Environment Excellence Committee. The
up, which will include at least 18 resi-
ents, will help set water quahty goals for
Canton.

g A;R'J(]'I'I' DANIEL “'m hoping the committee will come
- '”‘nmmmnn“ up with some good recommendations

and policies the community can use,”
said Brooks. “Maybe it will help raise
awareness altogether.”

The committee will meet bi-monthly
starting in May. Canton Project Engi-
neer Kelly Kelly, who's averseeing the
committee, said response has been
excellent.

“We have 18 people so far,”

' Dave Brooks is determined to help
keep the township's streams clean for
future generations.

That’s why he has joined the Canton
River Environment Excellence Com-
mittee (CREEC). More than a dozen .
township residents will help set water

quality goals over the next year, ihe bhid.

“It's very exciting. But we have room
for more.” i

Brooks describes himself as a “mild
tree hugger.” He thinks people should
be aware of how their actions, such as
fertilizing lawns or washing cars, affect
the streams and rivers.

“I care about what happens to the
environment,” Brooks added. “It mat-
ters to me.”

Canton is one of 48 communities in
the Rouge River Watershed. It covers
400 square miles and parts of Wayne,
Oakland and Washtenaw counties.

The communities must submit a

- “watershed management plan” by May
of 2001 to Michigan's Department . of

Environmental Qualit_v. The idea is to~
~have thé plan in place and implement-
ed by next summer, said Kelly.

“There-are things we’re already
implementing,” she added. “We have a
new storm water management design
standards. We require a two- stage
pond for new developments.”

The plan will focus on several issues.

The Rouge River's flow is one. Cur-
.reatly, Kelly said, it varies greatly. It
leads to erosion, kills vegetation and
causes sediments to build up.

“When we get heavy rains,” said
Kelly, “we get very high flows. We geta

Please see CREEC, A5

Underground Railroad

STAFY PEOTOS BY PAUL HURSCHMANN

Song of freedom: Valerie Sedlar
of Canton, 10 {above), sings
about the Underground Rail-
road during a presentation in
Sharon Jones’ fourth grade
class at Gallimore Elementary
School recently. Students pre-
sented various scenes explain-
ing the history of the Under-
ground Railroad, and the
Michigan connection to the
slave freedom train. Parents
and siblings of the students
attended various presentations
at the school last week. The

. Underground Railroad is
thought to have gone through
both Canton and Plymouth. The
line terminated in downtown
Detroit in what is now called
Greektown. From there, the
Underground Railroad’s pas-
sengers made their way into
Canada and found freedom.

Looking for a new job?

right for you in the
Employment Section of
today’s
HomeTown Classifieds
erERsET RS

Right, Justin Taylor of Canton,
9, left, and Joe Salinas of Can-
ton, 11, sing along.

Luxury apartment boom
Several fuxury.apartment
compiexes with amenities such
as two-car garages, clubhouses

T with pools and fitness centers
L{_ and multiple baths are in‘the

e works in Canton

Apartment
boom hits

-Canton

BY HEATHER NEEDHAM
STAFF WRITER
hneedham@oe.homecomm.net

For about nine years, people choos-
ing to live in Canton had few choices of
new homes if they wanted to rent
instead of own. :

Now Canton is experiencing ‘what 18
amounting to an apartment construc-
tion boom, with several:luxury apart-;
ment complexes in the works through-
.out the township..

Canton Comimunity Planner Jeff
Goulet said from a marketing stands,
point, Canton appears to be a prime,
spot for apartment builders - and
renters

*We've had no new apartment devel:
opments since the early 1990s,” Goulet!
said, referring to Village Green, Can=;
ton’s most recently built apartment’
complex 4

There ‘are several types of people
who choose to rent rather than own -
particularly y®ung professionals not
ready to buy a house, families waiting
while permanent homes are built and
employees working in the area for only
a short time. Some sign short-term
rather than long-term leases, Goulet
said

“We live in an area where many peo-
ple move around a lot,” “Some
people dort’'t want the permanency of a
house.”

he said

Canton’s p:n\ mity to major auto-
mi !txl( l‘ll'ld acturing Cv)ﬂ‘.}]’.’il‘.ll‘
makes it a draw for both commuters
and short-term lessees o ‘

(Glen Cantor, partner with the Chat
lanned Develo District
at Geddes and Beck, said Canton’s

terton ;]!:h’!]?

Please see APARTMENTS, A2

After helping build program, Gouin set to retire

Find a great one that’s just

BY SCOTT DANIEL
STAFY WRITER
iel@oe b net

Faith. Family. Fellows Creek?

Parks and Recreation Manager Mike Gouin is look
ing forward to devoting more time to God, his loved
ones - and golf - when he retires from the township
on May 19. After more than two decades on the post,
he said the time is right for a change

*I've prayed about it a lot,” said Gouin, 56. “I have
total peace about it. It's time to do something differ-
ent. I want a little less responsibility and a little
more golf.”

According to Beb Dates, his longtime parks and
‘recreation co-worker, the township is losing one of its
best people

“Mike is a great guy,” he said. “Both in a working

relationship and on a personal level

“He lets you do your job and doesn’t mi
He's very supportive. I couldn’t have asked for
ter boss.”

cromanags

a bet

Dates said Gouin helped build Canton’s parks and
recredtion program from the ground up since 1978

“He has had a hand in every project since then,”
Dates commented. “His footprint s firmly in place in

the towanship.”

Gouin came to the township in September of 1978
He served as assistant purks and recreation director
of Wayne for 10 years prior to the move

“It didn't seem to offer the diversity and
I was looking for,” Gouin said of the job

With growth beginning to take off
opportunities in Canton. He believes he
right choice

( 'a.t;:t‘lx.(('t

he saw [ots of

made the

Newsroom: 734-459-2700

s heen very exciting.” Gouin said

i': township’s parks and recreation program was
i itsinfancy when he began

Canton had virtually no facilities, save Gnifh
Park, which was unde onsiru The challenge
was, and still is, to m eet the mmun eds, sawd
Gouin

“We haven't arrived vet.” he added “We've made a
lot of progress in providing facilities, But there's s

2 fot to be done.”

His first priority was to help the township secur

parkland. Flodin and Heritage parks were added
shortly after Gouin startéd, Mote have followed
Gouin's list of tlnnmpilm’:n.vnh doesnt énd there

Please sce MIKE GOUIN, A5

Home Delivery: 734-591-0500
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e business of saving lives
got a lot easier for Canton

thoru;nl imlmhg camera
I allow them to spot people
ckly - even in & completely

i it will save lives.
: t fires are one of the
rst we deal with,” he said.
's often very &w windows
| poor ventilation. They also
up as the place where people
- their junk. There’s paths.
‘With the camera, we can walk
dlong the path, get the person

#nd get back out a lot easier.”

The camera, which looks simi-
lar to a police radar gun, cost the
township $18,000. .

{¥*There are several makers,”
shid Draplin, “and they all do
the same thing. The feature we
wére looking for was durability.
This can survive a three-foot fall
oh concrete.”

“The camera hasn’t been used

oing hig
F Lrgf gh

room. Lt. Dennis Draplin-

Bis uot oo-m
we'll use ovory hy. it's
a specialty tool.

Lt Denms Draplin

—Canton ﬁreman

in the field yet, he added. ,
“It's not something you'll use
everyday,” said Draplin. “It's a
specialty tool.” ,
It detects 1mag¢a via heat
transfer. A signal is sent from

the camera, bounces off of

objectamaroomandretumst,o
produce an image.

"Everythmg has its own ener-
gy," said Draplin. “This detects
the energy in everything. It will
read a half—degree difference in
temperature.”

Firefighters see a black and

white picture on a small screen.
- “The hottest object in a room

-will be the lightest in coler,”

Draplin explained: “The cx)ldest
will be the darkest.”

The camera has a range of

Apartments gL

ters get new tool

lppranmtely 300 feet. While it
smoke, it can't

can s¢e
look through a wall or glass, said
Draplin,

A variety of applications will
be possible with the camera.

It will help firefighters assess

any kind of blaze, Draplin said.

The-camera will pick out hot -
spots and allow firefighters to .

spot the source of the fire faster.
“In a night traffic accident,”

Draplin said, “we’ll be able to see

someone thrown from a véhicle.”

" Search and rescue and toxic’

.spills are other common situa-

tions the thermal imaging cam-

era will be used in, he added.
‘While it will aid firefighters on

the scene, it can also act as eyes

for command officers. A trans-
mitter ‘will send a picture back
to & monitor, said Draplin.
“People in the command post
can see what’s going on,” he com-
mented. “It’s a big advantage.”
" “Draplin thinks use of the cam-
era will increase as time goes by.

S'Mﬂ’ PaOTO BY PAUL BL'IICHIA.‘E

Turning the tables: Canton Fire Department Lt. Rick Paulun uses the r)au, Bullard
Thermal Imager to detect the energy being emitted from the photographer, the

‘ results of which appear on a large television monitor at left. The camera operates
much like a video camera - capturing énergy rather than reﬂected light - to provide
a moving picture in real time, allowing ﬁreﬁghters to “see” in smoke-filled rooms, or

even total darkness.

wpd for- newer apartment stock

* was a driving foree for his build-

_mg coz_npany. “The ‘Selective

Group in Farmington Hills.

TRANSMISSION TROUBLE?

/Ask About Our FREE TOWING
' / FREE TransCheck 21 PLUS Service -
{incl. Road Test lmmuon)

---ﬂ---—----—-'

TUNE-UP SPECIAL 3595'

kw;mgmm) »

- Repair
One Coupon Per Customes. Coupon must be poesented at time

- of sale. "Whare Anplicable. Expres: 4-30-00
-

-------—---‘_

“Not much has been’ bmlt in
Canton for the past 20 years,” he

said, refern.ng to.rental housmg )
|- “Most of the apartment stock is

prettyold.”

The Chatterton development is
planned for the southwest corner
of Beck and Geddes.

While apartment renters

might have a transient reputa-
tion, Cantor said he's hoping-to
draw more long-term residents
to the apartment/condommxum
development.

“With. this project we're doing

we’ll have amenities and an
atmosphere to appeal to those

who want the comforts of home,”

ISYOIBCIIIIDHAVN

; CIuB Z! offers affordable one-on-one
. tutoring in the comfort of your hoie!

_I(indergartzn-lzth Grade

Qualified Teachers # All Subjects
« Remedial and Enrichment Programs

Plymouth/Canton/F

‘ W. Bloomfield/Lakes/
Commeme Twp.lwalerfordllbouﬁdd Hills .

s Complimentary Evaluatlon

armington Hills
Calt: 7 34- 844-0078

cat: 248-669-1007
Livonia/Redford/
Westland/Garden ;
cat 734_-458-1“7 57
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just about any communications software: PC or Macintash. You
are able to send and receive unlimited e-mail, access all features
of the Internet, fead electronic editions of The Canton Observer
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: raspberries and green apple vinaigrette. "
; Servedwtﬂ\ fresh asparagus and sweet potato moss. $13.95

Rotisserie Cornish Game Hens
Wﬁ%ﬁ%&s $1495
mrmmow Trout

: Mﬁ'wdleck&cmumbarduh $1595
| »o&mgawmwmdwbemhbumdzy.

with toasted walnuts,

cherry apricot rice pilaf

beurre blanc sauce

Cantor-said. As for “transient”
residents, “That’s not necessarily
our target market,” he added.

Among the new apartment
communities in the works are:

® Canton Club East, located
on the east side of Haggerty
between Palmer and Cherry
Hill, built by CED Construction
Co. of Livonia. Projéct is nearly
complete.

B Summit Creek apartments,

" on-eéast side of Canton Center

between Geddes and Palmer,
built by Singh Development of
West Bloomfield. Phase one is
complete and 42 units are being
leased. Phase two completed this
summer.

B WyndChase Townhome«

- phase one on east side of Hag-

gerty north of Cherry Hill, phase
two on south'side of Cherry Hill,
also built by Singh. Some units

"are being pre-leaseéd and will be

ready to occupy by summer. All
construction will be completed

. by next summer.

® Cambridge Apartments

. located on the northwest corner

of Saltz and Canton Center, built
by Lewiston-Smith Realty Co. of

: Omk Park. Construction ready to

. | Chatterton P}anned Devel-

. opment District, including 324

CANTON 6

. gh’“umm
Uniimited Frea Drink & .28¢ Carn Refille |
O

EVERYONE
FIREE
SPRING MATINEES!

SATURDAY & SUNDAY 11 Am
FOR SAMILUT gay APRY.-14

OF BQYPT
APRIL-22 & 20 e

O RULES OF ENGASEMENRT (R
11:48, 2:10, 4:40, 7:08, 245
O KEEPING TRE FAITH (PG-13)
11:30, 2:00, 4:30, 7:00, 9:20

apartments and 248 condomini-
ums located on southwest corner
of Beck and' Geddes. Builder is
The Selective Group of Farming-
ton Hills. Preliminary approval
of the. PDD was tabled by the
Canton Planning Commission in
January so that the developer
could revise the plans.

Ameng the different types of
amenities renters can expect to
find among these apartments
are garages, some with automat-
ic. door openers; fully-equipped
eat-in kitchens, private
entrances, clubhouses with pools
and fitness centers- and in-unit
washers and dryers.

Among Canton’s ‘selling points
touted by developers are it8
proximity. to. 1-275, the Summit
on the Park Community Center,
its: proximity to.Detroit, Ann
Arbor .and Detroit Metro Airport
and the Plymouth-Canton school
district. All these selling points
were listed in a press release for
Singh Development’s Summit
Creek Apartments and Wynd-
Chase Townhomes,

Clothing
drive
helps
women

Fox 2 and Art Van Furniture
are working to’collect dry
cleaned, gently-used women’s
business attire during Clean
Your Closet Weekend.

Clothing can be dropped off at
all Metro Detroit are Art Van
lgcations, from 10 a.m. until 9
p.m. beginning April 7, week-
days and Saturday and on Sun
day.from 10 a.ox. until 6 p.m
Receipts for tax deductions will
be available at all Metro Detroit

LS

PR ———
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Plymouth foundation
embroiled in dispute

BY TONY BRUSCATO

‘STAFF WRITER

thruseato@oe.homecomm.net

The Plymouth Community
Foundation has completed its
first year of existence with defi-
nite signs of growing pains.

Foundation records indicate
the civi¢ organization collected

© $62,000 in donations, with some
of the money going to worthy.

causes. . However, former board
members are questioning the
validity of other programs which
received money as they part
ways amid turmoil, ¢controversy,
charges and innuendo.

The past few months the foun-
dation has resembled more a
soap opera than a charitable
organization as former board
members accuse the executive
director of having his own agen-
da in spending contributions; the
former president of the founda-
tion claims his signature was
forged on the by-laws; the execu-
tive director fires the board

members in a tug of war over

control; and former board mem-
bers hire an attorney to find out
who the real board members are
and where the money is going.

Much -of what has transpired
is a “he said-she said” accounting
of events, with the four former
board members claiming one
version, while the executive
director presents board meeting
minutes which d;sputp their
claims.

Late in March, foundation
executive director Bill Joyner
fired four board members — Bill
Steiner, Jim Jabara, Annette
Stutrud and Harold Bergquist.
Joyner then appeinted Plymouth
residents Jerry Vorva and Tom
Prose to the board.

"“Pve always wanted them to be
more involved; but they've been
too busy,” Joyner said of the for-
mer-board members. -“The board
was only meeting quarterly and
I wanted them {0 meet monthly.
Some months { couldn’t get them
to meet because they were too
busy.  The board was temporary
because they hadn't yet held an
annual meeting.”

. *We are obviously at odds with
said -

our executive director,”
Steiner, former president of the
board. “We would love to have
someoneé sit down and look. at
how the money was spent. Let’s
lock and see hiow much money
was spent to help people.

“We're not alleging anything
because we don’t have, and have
never seen, an-accounting,”
added Stéiner. ;

“I've asked him for an account-
ing from a spreadsheet and
never saw it,” said Jabara. “We

just wanted something black and

white to see where we stand.”
Once again the account of the
four formier board members dif-
fers from that of Joyner.
“They’ve never asked for the
records,” said Joyner. “They
were given all the itemized bills

an;i checks, plus-the cash flow.

report for the. entire year at the
December board meeting. We
reviewed every single project we
were running. What am I hid-
ing?”

The four former board mem-
bers plan to find -out the answer
to that question, hiring Ply-
mouth attorney Salem Samaan.

“T've sent a letter to the foun-
dation, requesting ‘written docu-
ments from the foundation,” said
Samaan: “This board has a right
to know the status of the founda-
tion and we want to see it.”

Samaan said he is looking at
the foundation's by-laws to see if

Joyner, as executive director,’

can legally fire the board mem-
bers. -

- When the Plymouth‘ Commu-
nity Foundation was started in
March 1999, Steiner admitted
the four board members didn’t
know anything about running a
foundation.

“We have no clue as to how a
charitable foundation is run,
said Steiner. “That’s the reason
Mr. Joyner was put'in the posi-
tion of executive director. He
had run the Canton foundation,
he spoke very knowledgeably, [
was impressed with him.”

In fact, the board members
pretty much let Joyner do all the

. work and hand out the money,

including his $22,000 salary. Tt
wasn't until a fund-raiser for
local filmmakler Rachel Paris
went sour that red flags started
coming up.

“We've heard everything, that
it wasn't a fund-raiser but a
party,”
claims she wasn’t paid the full
$20,000 promised her, though
Joyner said she was promised
just 80 percent of the proceeds.
Paris received $8,000, which is a
$12,000 shortfall. We were short
money to pay the Mayflower
Meeting House for the event.
Annette (Stutrud) was good-
hearted enough to write the
check for $5,700 so the founda-
tion wouldn't look like fools
This project was done without
the approval of the board.”

Joyner’s version is much dif-

ferent than that of the four

board members.

“They met with Rachel the
first of November and Berquist
called her a scam artist,” said
Joyner. “The minutes of the
meeting show they voted not to
give her one additional penny
What we hdve here is a creative
revision of history.”

Theé four board members
expressed concern the Plymouth

" Economic Club, which was put

under: the umbrella of the Ply-
mouth Community Foundation,
was a losing proposition and
draining the funds.

“We've heard -the Economie

~Club is-a tmoney) loser and

that's what we're scared to death
of,” said Steiner.- “That means
we're taking funds out of the
foundation to support the Eco-

\ /
V. N
T =Y
|} &
S e, 1 o 1

added Steiner. “Then she’

nomic¢ Club and we don't want
that, Now, we're asking for an
accounting.” §

Joyner admits the Economic

Club is losing money, but feels -

the luncheon speakers are edy-
cational and help bring about
community awareness.

The fact that Habitat For

Humanity moved into the Ply-
mouth Community Foundation
offices on Starkweather in Ply-
mouth i8 another cause of con-
troversy.

“It's a very le g]timate organi-
zation, but when we questioned
(Joyner) as to if they were pay-
ing rent, he said half,” said
Steiner. “Turns out, they
weren’'t paying a dime. Habitat

is a well-funded organization; we

don't need to be giving money to
it.”

“All the board members knew
about the arrangement and
never made an issue of it,” said
Joyner. “If it was an issue, why
didn’t they say something?”

‘Sheila Friedrich, executive
director of Habitat for Huomani-

ty, said she was in the office .

when some foundation board
meetings were held and said
“board members knew we were
operating without paying rent.”

Friedrich sa¥ys Habitat for
Humanity will soon be paying
rent, a8 much as half the $1,050
a month that is paid to the land-
lord, former board member
Harold Berquist.

Steiner recently went to Ply-
mouth police, claiming his signa-
ture on file with the Michigan
Attorney General’s Charitable
Trust Division on the founda-
tion's by-laws was forged. In
fact, Steiner claimed he'd never
seen the by-lawp and never
signed them:.

“them,

However, after the Observer
produced a copy with what
appeared .to-be his signature on
Steiner admitted it was
his signature and he must have,
at-some time, seen the by-laws,
though he couldn’t remember
when. - )

Plymouth policé Lt: Wayne
Carroll said “there is no evidence
to support a forgery” and the
case was dismissed.

With the controversy sur-
rounding the Plymouth Commu-

‘nity Foundation, board members

discussed firing Joyner in Febru-
ary.

“Mr. Joyner's name i8 hurting
our ability to raise funds,” said
Steiner, whose claim was sup-
ported by the other three board
members,. . “We've all been
approache d by people who say as
long as heis here they won't con-
tribute. - We've brought in the
$60,000 that’s been raised to
date.”

“At our February board -meet-
ing we vated to accept his resig-

PG-13)
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Art Van locations.

Women who are éntering the
work force for the first time or
who are re-entering the work
force, who need assistance in
obtaining business clothing,
may call the Clean Your Closet
hotline-at (248) 552:5241

The drive will aceept women's
business blazers, pant and skirt
suits, business style blouses
dresgses, pants and skirts in
excellent condition

Dark shoes that-are in good
condition, business style
scarves, handbags, briefcases
and jewelry are also accepted
along with tnused, unopened
packages of pantyhose.

Donated clothing must be
clean arid on hangers

Any items not acce pted by
Dress For Success will be donat
ed to another charity selected by
Fox 2 > h

Canton residents can find the
nearest Art Van steore in West
land: The store is located on
Wayne Road between Joy and
Warren on the east side of the
road. Township residents are

_urged to partficipate in this
worthwhile program.

jacobsons .com

Jacobsons

Birminighan ¢ DO

SHOPPING HO

-nation and he told us that we
may get rid of him as executive

director, but the articles of incor-

poration state he will still be on
the board. So, we just left it.”

“They’ve never tried to get me
to leave,” said Joyner. “There
was a motion to ‘accept my resig-
nation, but it died for lack of
support. They need me. About
$40,000 of what we've collected
has been directly attributable to
me.

Differences also come up when
discussing the Century Society,
$18,000 in funds collected by
Jabara that was supposed to
begin an endowment fund for the
foundation. That money was
instead used to help pay Rachel
Paris and operating expenses,
according to Joyner

Once again, board members
say they are miffed as to where
the money went. Joyner said

board members knew the foun-
dation had financial problems
and encouraged him to use the
funds.

STAPY PILE PROTO BY PAUL BURBCHMANY
Emcee: Bill Joyner hosts the first Tonquish Creek Economic Club Plymouth Home
Town Dance at Fox Hills Country Club in this April 1, 1999, file photo.

Where does the Plymosith
Community Foundatien go from:
here?

“A lot of people tell us to just
meve on, but there is some prin-
ciple here and we want to see it
survive,” said Steiner. “This
wasn't intended to be a party
thrower or a.{(Celebration of
Hometown) dance giver. We
honestly intended to help people.

“We feel bad the foundation

‘has become a lame duck,” he

said. “If we have no gmund: to
sue, then we'll walk away.”

Joyner, meanwhile, is oontmvi-.

ing business as usual with tvy
new board members.

“This isn’t the first time Bl]t»‘

Joyner has been involved in
someéthing controversial,” sad—
new board member Jerry Vom

“However, he has' a commitmedt
to the community. It's & missitar
of his.”

“I think this foundation cl.n
survive, despite the recent prab-
lems,” said Tom Prose, who has
given $9,000 to the foundation.-
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