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Dlrector search narrowed to 2

. director has

‘sdaniel@oe.homecomm.net

Canton’s search for a Leisure Ser-
vices director is down to two finalists,

The township will:choose from a pair
of metropolitan Detroit parks and

~recreation directors by tomorrow,

according to Supervisor Tom Yack. It

A list of 80 a phcants for Leisure Services

n narrowed to two finalists

. by township officials. The new department
head will be in charge of recreation programs
and two municipal golf courses.

will end a process thag began last
December.

“When you're hiring a financial ser-
vices or leisure services director,”. said
Yack, “I think taking the extra time
-and extra steps pays off. You know who
you're getting. It's tough for someone to
go threugh this process and not let
their personality come out.”

Thinking sprlng at Bentley

Sty PROTO BY PAUL HURSCHMANN

Waltlng for the finale: An hour—long show may have been
just a little bit much for some of the younger ‘members of the
audience like Lex’e MacDiarmid, 8, who leans on dad
John’s shoulder during the Bentley School production of “A
New Day: A Celebration of Today.” Fourth-graders sang,
narrated, played instruments and danced during the
school’s annual spring musical. For more photos, please
turn to Page A3 in today’s Observer.

Independence Township -Parks and
Recreation Director Ann Conklin is one
finalist.

“Im very excited abaut this opportu-
nity,” she commented. “I feel I'd be an
excellent leader for the position. 'm a
very enthusiastic person.”

Wayne Parks and Recreation Direc-
tor Kim Fallow was unavailable for
comment. '

Either applicant will face numerous
challengeh as Canton’s Lelsure Ser-
vices director.

While parks and recreation will be
in¢luded, the township is determined to

Candidate rips
school officials

BY KURT KUBAN
STAFF WRITER

Canton Township resident- and
schoo! board candidate Jim Donahue
blasted the performance of current
board members at Tuesday’s school
board meeting.

Donahue, a candidate for one of the
two open board seats in the June 12
election, came to the meeting armed
with plenty of questions about the way
business is conducted in the district.

During the time allotted for citizen
comment, Donahue asked board mem-
bers about $6.1 million spent toward
bills during the month of March; He
wanted to know which of the board

expand tradxtlonal prognmmlnt to
include more arts and cultural activi-
ties. The new department will lbg
oversee both township golf courses,.
Summit on the Park and the Canten
Softball Center.

The new director will also lose a
wealth of experience and knowledge
when Parks and Recreation Manager
Mike Gouin retires next month.

“It will be tough with Mike leaving,”
said Yack. “This new individual will
have to fill his job (immediately).”

- He believes elt.her Conklin or Fallow

Please see ’

members had gone through the checks.
before they had been disbursed, and
who was actually approving the expen-
ditures.

“You are the people we elect. You
handle our money” Donahue said. “I
want to know who among you is mak-
ing sure that it is being spent where i’
is supposed to be.”

Several times Kathleen Booher, the
district’s supérintendent, tried to

respond to Donahue, but he frequently. .

cut her off.

“I am not speaking to you,” Donahue.
tersely told her. “‘I'm addressing my
elected officials. You are a hired offi-

Please see CANDIDATE, A2

Flve vie for 2 seats

BY KURT KUBAN
STAFF WRITER

Two more candidates have thrown
their names into the hat in this sum-
mer’s school board race.

Wayne-Westland race, A2

With Kathy Payne of Plymouth
Township ‘and Carl Battighill of Ply-
mouth joining Jim Donahue and cur-
rent board members Elizabeth Givens
and Judy Mardigian in the race for two
seats, the field is set for the June 12
election. 3

All five' candidates successfully filed
their petitions for candidacy with the
board's elections office before the 4

‘m Plymouth Canton

p.m. Monday deadline

Battishill is a former board member;
serving one term between 1990-1994.
He.did not seek re-election because his
wife had a baby. That son is now. a
first-grader at Bird Elementary. Bat-
tishill also has a daughter who will
begin kindergarten next fail:

“I believe the fundamental reason we
have schools ‘is for the time & child is
able to spend with a teacher,” Bat-

tishill ‘'said. “We should provide the-

necessary tools and space to help foster
that relationship.”

Now a teacher -in West Bloomfield,

Battishill ‘previously taught six years
in Plymouth-Canton. He was at Can-
ton High School from- 1978-82, before

Please see ELECTION, Ad
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Tlght squeeze

Firefighters work on rescue by extrication

of its hinges to cutting open a roof.
“Safety 1s first when we're ripping
apart a car,” said Davison. “You've

1

COES LW
SAVINGS CARD

Be sure to ask about this
money-saving card
when you
renew your
subscription to your
Hometown Newspaper!

More than 100 times a year, Canton
firefighters are called upon to remove
accident victims from their ¢ars.
That’s not always easy or safe because
of the growing complexity of automo-
bile safety and other systems, Town-
ship firefighters got a chance to work
on extrication techniques earlier this
week. '

“It's not often that we get to keep up
our skills,” said -Fireman Mike Caru-
s0. “That’s why a course like this is so
good. It's a good refresher.”

Pinckney-based Start Rescue con-
ducted the course over three days at
Canton's Fire Station No, 1. Instruc-

er, demonstrated proper techniques in
stabilizing and elevating cars as well
as extrication.

“He always has something new to
show us,” said Caruso. “He knows his
stuff really well and makes us think
about how we're doing something.”

Every Canton firefighter got a
chance to participate

“We try to do this every year,” said
Capt. Jim Davison, “It's good prac-
tice.”

Firefighters spent a little more than

tor Carl Heéin, an Ann Arbor firefight-

"
»

o

STAFF PROTO BY PAUL HURSCRMANN

Rescue training: Ann Arbor Fzrefghter Carl Heéin, representing
his company “Start Rescue” of Pinckney, explatns extrication
techniques to Canton firefighters Monday.

an hour propping, prying and cutting

The department extracts about 150

a pair of cars Monday, The course also  people yearly, he said Extrication

included time in the classroom

ranges from gimply prying a door ofl

got to stop an analyze before you do
it.”

Firefighters go through a series of
steps before starting extrication pro-

cedures X

The first thing is to disconnect the
car’s-battery. Hein said the vehicle
must then be stabilized

Typically, that's achiéved through
“cribbing.” Wooden blocks are placed
at four points underneath the car to
keep it from rolling, said Hein

At that point, firefighters can raise
the vehicle if a vietim is trapped
underneath or do further assess-
ments. Locating fuel lines and engine
compartments are key, Hein told
Canton firefighters

Safety bags are becoming a bigger
issue, Caruso said.

“There’s a lot tb'bg aware of,” he
said, “If they haven't already gone
off, they can deploy when we cut into
the car.”

Air bags, he said, are becoming
more common in dnur- und plllnf
posts %

*Some cars have them in the top of

Please see TRAINING, A4
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A 55-year-old Canton man was
listed in critical condition Sun-
day after being struck by a truck
while crossing Haggerty Road
north of Palmer.

- Township police reports said
the man was crossing near the
Canton Commons Apartments at
about 9:30 p.m. when a 1999
Ford Ranger hit him. Reports
didn't indicate the type of
injuries the man suffered.

He was taken to Annapolis
Hospital then airlifted to the
University of Michigan Hospital
in Ann Arber. Reports listed him

in critical condition late Friday.

Incumbent, 3 others seek school seats

"BY DARRELL CLEM -

STAFF WRITER
dclem@oe. homecomm.net

Wayne-Westland voters will
have some options after all when
they go to the polls June 12 to
elect school board trustees.

With two board seats at stake,
four candidates beat -Monday's
filing deadline for a race that
has started off mcredlbly quiet,

Hopefuls include: .

B LeeAnna Deniston, a politi-
cal newcomer entering her first
board race.

B Richard Eisiminger, school
board appointee. - .

‘B Cynthia Schofield, who
served on a citizens bond com-
mittee for building improve-

Pedestrian seriously injured

COP CALI.S deer in the head to destroy it,

Canton’s police department is
investigating the accident. The
driver of the Ranger truck was-
n't identified by reports other
than being a Canton man.

Fraud

Workers at Canton’s Summit
on the Park discovered a coun-
terfeit $10 bill recently.

The bill, according to reports,
was passed at the recreation
facility’s front desk on April 5. It
was discovered by a clerk count-

ing cash at the end of the day,
reports said.

Deer destroyed

Canton police were forced to
destroy a deer after an accident
on April 6. ;

A 41-year-old Plymouth man
was traveling eastbound on
Cherry Hill Road near Denton
when a deer ran in front of his
car. Reports,said the animal’s
hip was broken and it was bleed
ing from the mouth.

ments,

B Marshall Wright, a longtune
district activist and past board
candidate.

Voters will elect two school
board members to four-year
terms.

The terms ltart July 1 and pay

" $1,830 a year.
The winners will join board .

holdovers Mathew McCusker,
Lorne “Skip” Monit, Martha Pit-
senibarger, Teresa Robbmn and
Ed Turner.-

Board President Robin Moore
has decided to step down when
her term ends June 30, keeping

& promise she made to spend
more time with her children-and
grandchildren.

Turner cited several i issues he
believes the board will need to
address during the next year in
the 14,500-student district: _

8 Continuing to implement a
$108.3 million bond issue that
voters approved in February
1998 for building imprivements
and new classroom teehnology

“The bond issue is going to be
the most important thing we

-address,” Turner said. “I think

‘that’s the best thing that ever

_happened to this district.™

_Piereson sdid.

A township officer shof the

* reports said,

Oven stolen

A Michigan Avenue motel was
robbed of a microwave oven early
Saturday.

Reports said an 18-year-old
Canton man rented a room at
the motel at about 2:30 a.m. and
then checked out about an hour
later. A microwave oven valued
at $130 was later discovered
missing, according to reports.
Canton police are investigating
the incident.

8 Guarding distriet finances.
“Right now we're holding our
own,” Turner said.

8 Improving curriculum and
student scores on state Michigan
Educational Assessment Pro- .,
gram (MEAP) tests. |

“We have to look for improve- |
ment in every catégory of our
curriculum,” Turner -said. “It’s a
constant improvement.”

Board candidates who. beat
Monday’s filing deadline still
may choose to drop out of the
race until Thursday afternoon,
district elections official Susan

-r

Piereson sdid. ]
The Wayne-Westland district i
has 71,000 registered voters, i

candldate from page Al

A3(C)
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Young voices: Megan Meek (front row from left) Elizabeth Wheland, Laura Courtney and Becki Houdek,
all 10, sing in one of the numbers.

Music _rlngs true in spring concert

STAFF PHOTOS BY PAUL HURSCHMANN

Beil rlngars. Hand Chime percussionists Alexandra Rabe (from
left) Sarah Kosteva, Jenna Beauchamp, all 11, and Zach
Fairchild, 10, await their cues: In the photo at left, Wesley
Askew, 5 months, had a front row seat on her mom Freida’s lap
to watch his older sister Whitney sing; play violin and perform
with the rest of her classmates.

cial.” :
After - several awkward
moments of silence, board presi-
dent Susan Davis told Donahue
she would like to set up an
appointment with him, and that
the meeting was not the proper
place for board members to dis-
cuss. matter. -
“We don’t nurmally respond to
people during citizen comment
time,” Davis said, “It is an
opportunity for people to give us
information, and we typically
will get back to folks with the
information that they request.”
Davis said the reason for this
policy is twofold. Sometimes

.. research has to be conducted to
-provide answers. The other rea-

son ig that too much time of the

cussing issues that are not on
the agenda. -

“I believe I behaved appropri-
ately based on past meetings,”
Davis said. “Some of the ques-
tions he asked, I simply did not
have an immediate answer for.
Most of us are not experts, and
we need to address questions to
peoplé who are.”

Booher thinks Donahue has
misunderstandings about the
way school districts are man-
aged.

“As in every other school dis-

trict in the state, administration

here daes the actual work of
monetary expenditures,”
said. “At the end of every month,
we provide detailed printouts of
these expenditures to board

she -

them. At that time they can
have as much participation as
they like. We provide the neces-
sary information for any ques-
tions that they may raise.”

Bocher also commended the
board for the Job they do.

“This board is highly responsi-
ble to the community. They defi-
nitely make sure we are doing
what we are supposed to and
that we are fiscally responsible,”
she said.

Still, Donahue, a former Can-
ton: Townshrp treasurer; feels
the district staff has too muth
authority ever fiscal decisions,
cnllmg it a “major, major, major
issue” in the upcoming election.

“We have allowed our hired
help to decide how to spend $6.1

who have the statutory responsi-
bility to guard-this money, have
absolutely abdicated their
responsibility,” he said. “The
board doesn't have a clue what is
going on with cash. Something is
terribly wrong here. These eight
board members are asleep at the
switch.”

Some administrators were
upset by Donahue’s attacks.

“It is very unfortunate how
Mr. Donahue brought up these
issues,” said Judy Evola, a
spokesperson for the district
“Everyone knows that he is
grandstanding because he is
running for the board. He defi-

Soccer-golfdome still in works

meeting can be'consumed dis- members so they can review" ion, and our el officials, nitely has his own agenda.”

BY SCOTT DANIEL
STAFF WRITER
sdaniel@oe.homecomm.net

The facilities at Canton’s Soft-
ball Center could socon be
expatiding.

Trdy-based- High V elocxt\
Sports is planning an indoor soc-
cer arena and a golf-domeé at the
Michigan Avenue center,
Groundbreaking could come
later this spring or early sum-
mer, Canton Community Plan-
ner Jeff.Goulet said.

“They want to have the dome

B ‘They want to have the dome done by this fall
and complete the soccer complex later on.’

—Jeff Goulet

Canton community planner

While an exact timetable does-
n't exist, Goulet said High Veloc-
ity will be up for special land use

and site plan approvals from the’

planning commission-ori May 1
“It will tlyén move on to the
board for hmli approval,” he
added
Representatives of High Veloc-

ed in a sports complex at Michi-
gan Avenue and Haggerty Road
While: plans for that
through, the company «
1o pursue a soccer arena
ton

Bryan Finnerty, a partner in
the project and a professional

player, earlier told the

progect fell
ontinued

im Can

saceer

be strictly for soccer while the
two will be convertible for

ne hock

other

other uses

ey, 1ACTOSSe and DAask

Office and retai

included in the too. A
pro shop and.offices are -als
planned
A separate B8 000-square-foot
»I'H dome will be part ot the
Ait'%t«irnlblllg‘lil
It will have a vanety of year
round uses’ Besides a geolf driv
range, baseball and softball
will be played dunag the wanter

months, while team ¢limic
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later on.” time Wednesday - facility ine don
Trustees Tuesday extended a Trustees voted last year to “But it isn’t that ysu build and nd

purchase agreement between the = approve the sale of eight acres they come.”. Finnerty said. make

township and High Velocity. The for the arena and dome, Goulet “You've got to build 1t nght and ] e Salt

firm now has until June 23 to said. Three acres were added, he theyll come.” eight he The

finalize the purchase of 11 acres ' said, to accommodate larger Thq» soccer arena, which will ' 1 f

at the softball center fram Can- structures ver about 120,000 square feet o H

ton. High Velocity was-to be i 't;:l eature three fields. One will g < 2

Workshop

BY HEATHER NEEDHAM
STAFF WRITER
hneedham@oe homecomm.net

Canton homeowners are invit
ed to attend a free workshop
intended to educate them about
important issues such as home
security, tree planting and home
improvements
* The township-sponsored work
shap, called “Nerghborhoods
Connecting the Communjty” is
planned for 9 a.m. to noomSatur
day, April 29, al the Summit
Those attending need to pre-reg
ister by calling (734) 397-5471 by
Wednesday, April 19.-A conti
nental breakfast will be served

Workshop topics include side
walks and sump pump pro
grams, ‘hofne improvements,
road construction, trees, keeping
the Kunge River clean, covenants

geared towards

umi restrietions, home securty
\\u!hrlulp
township
lifferent

and fire prevention
facilitators will be
l‘ﬂ'l;xl\'v),v:‘\ from several
departments
At the
Fmprove

the deta

can find out
why'permits are s«
important and what
problem arises

permits

The “TLC for your tree” ses
sion will show homeowners how
to care for street trees and
explain proper planting tect
nqaes. Attendees éam also learn
about. the Forest Preservation
Ordinance, find out what tree
gurveys are for and how trees

llld
_to maintain md improve water
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