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Saluting the 

The Canton Chamber of 
Commerce wants to give 
someone the business - as in 
Business Person of the Year. 

The chamber is accepting 
nominations for its Business 
Person of the Year and Athena 
Awards. The respective awards . 
are given annually to a top 
performer in the business 
community who is involved in 
making Canton a better place to 
live and work; and someone 
who is instrumental in 
furthering the achievements and 
goals of women in the 
workplace. 

—This year'is hnruirtra will he— . 
saluted during the chamber's 
May 3 luncheon at the Summit. 
Carmen Harlan, WDIV-TV . 
news anchor, will be the keynote 
speaker: ... 

The Observer Newspapers 
sponsor's the Business-Person of 
the Year Award. « 

The nomination deadline for 
both awards is the close of • 
business on Tuesday, April 18.. 
For more information or to 
receive a nomination form by 
fax, call the chamber at (734) 
453-4040. 

T H E W E E K 

AHEAD 
MONDAY 

Ask the lawyer: George 
Shea, an attorney with 
Brashear, Tangora and 
Spence, will speak to the 
Homeowners Advisory 
Council 7 p,m at the Can-
ton administration build-
ing, 1 ISO S. Canton Cen-
ter. For information call 
(734)397-8975. 

SPECIAL SECTION 

Tee time: Check out the 
map of area golf courses 
and fascinating articles 
in our special section on 
golf./\ns\6e 
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Shuttered 
restaurant 
to reopen 
BY TEDD SCHNEIDER 
STAFF WRITER ' 
t a c l u i e i d e r O o e . h o a i e c o m m . n e t 

Par tne r s Andy Styl ianou and Tim 
Donohoo hope the f o u r t h t ime is a 
charm for a long-troubled res taurant 
on Ford. 

The met ro De t ro i t r e s t a u r a t e u r s 
plan to reopen the fo rmer Mesquite 
Creek s teak house on Ford eas t of 
C a n t o n C e n t e r n e x t month" as a 
Parthenon Expcess restaurant . They're 
count ing on the i r exper ience in the 
business and the right concept to give 
the location a dose of culinary staying 
power. 

If they succeed, the self-described 
" u p s c a l e Coney i s l a n d " wil l have 
accomplished where previous owners 
of Mesquite Creek, t h e Misty Duck 
B i s t r o a n d a f a m i l y - s t y l e Big Boy 
missed the mark. . 

"I think once you get the right menu, 
food and prices - that 's a good start." 
Stylianou said. "When you have the 
right people know the business - and 
who c a r e abou t t h e i r c u s t o m e r s -
that ' s what makes a success * 

P lease see RESTAURANT, A2 

Westland 
man faces 
robbery 
charge 
BY SCOTT DANIEL 
STAFF WARM 
M d a n i e M o e . h o m e c o m m . n e t 

A 32-year-old W e s t l a n d man h a s 
been arra igned in the s t rong-armed 
robbery of a CantoriVoman March 29. 

Charles McDonald will face a charge 
ot felony robbery April T4 at a 35th 
District Court p re l iminary exam If 
convicted, he could face up to 15 years 
in jail. 

Plymouth Magistrate Eric Colthtfrst 
set a $10,000 cash bond for McDonald. 
The Westland man is currently being 
held in the Wayne County Jail. 

Can ton police a r r e s t e d McDonald 
Tuesday after a routine traffic stop. 

Police reports said he ran a red light 
a t the intersection of Haggerty and 
W a r r e n r&ads. A t o w n s h i p o f f i ce r 
stopped McDonald and subsequently 
a r r e s t e d him for d r i v i n g wi th an 
expired license. 

The officer, reports said, also real-
ized t h a t McDonald and his vehicle 
matched descriptions given in the rob-

P lease s e e ROBBERY, A4 
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Ready to scoop: Eric Krupic (left) and Ron Fernandez, co-
owners of the Straight Scoop pet clean-up service, stand 
armed with their scoopers in Fernandez' bach yard. 

Cleaning up 
Pet project no wasted 

opportunity for partners 
BT SCOTT DANIEL — 
STAFF WRITO 
Mjbn ie ieoe j iomecomm . ne t 

Ah, Fido. You love that he's there 
to g r e e t . y d u a f t e r a h a r d day a t 
work. You love taking him for walks. 
You love everythirvg about him -
except one thing. ^ 

Poop patrol. 
Whether it's cleaning up your back 

yard or taking a little baggy on the 
nightly stroll, it's a par t of life you 
could probably do without . That ' s 
where Straight Scoop comes in. 

For a modest fee', representatives 
of t h e new C a n t o n b u s i n e s s will 
handieHhe job. Convenieaee. profes-
sionalism and customer service will 
be S t r a i g h t Scoop's h a l l m a r k s , 
according to co-owner Eric Krupic. 

*Wfc jaafce it a point to know e d i 
_ or cat 's name," he commented. 

"We bring a digital camera out and 
take a picture of the customer and 
their pet. We don't want them to be 
jus t another number " V . 

The company, which is currently 
based out of co-owner Ron Fernan-
dez' home, began a few months ago. 

"We have about a dozen clients so 
far," said Fernandez: "It's going very 
well." 

K r u p i c a n d F e r n a n d e z h a v ^ , 
worked together at Detroit Diesel aa 
t r a i n e r s for years . The duo h a v e 
long thought-about going into busi-
ness together. 

"We have a lot of similar ideas and 

Plei 
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Jail term 
ordered 
in '97 
slaying 
• James Blanchfield was 
sentenced Friday to serve 
3 to 15 years in prison for 
the 1997 murder of David 
Martell in a Canton mobile 
home park. Two other 
defendants were acquitted. 

BY SCOTT DANIEL 
STAFF WRITER 
• d a n i e l O o e J i o m e c o m m . n e t 

A 19-year-old Canton man will spend 
three to 15 years "Tft prison in connec-
tion with the 1997 murdfcr of David 
Martell. ,. 

James Blanchfield received the sen-
tence Friday from Wayne County Cir-. 
cuit Court Judge Cynthia Gray Hath-
away. He pleaded guilty to manslaugh-
ter in exchange for first-degree^nurder. 
consp i r acy to c o m m i t m u r d e r and 
felony f i r e a r m use c h a r g e s be ing 
dropped. 

"No m a t t e r wha t h a p p e n s today," 
Victoria Riordan told Hathaway, "it 
won't bring back my son David. There's 
no punishment severe enough. Fm only 
sorry one person, is paying for my son's 
death." 

Martell was killed Nov. 19, 1997, a t 
the Westpointe Mobile Home Park off 
of Michigan Avenue in Canton. 

Witness statements to police claimed 
tha t Martell , a 21-year-old Belleville 
m a n , w a s k i l l ed b e c a u s e he h a d a 
f r i e n d s t e a l g u n s a n d d r u g s f r o m 
another teen. \ 

Using handguns ranging in caliber 
from .22 to .38, Mark Edwards, Matt 
Leonard and Blanchfield allegedly shot 
Marte l l a s he lef t a female f r i end ' s 
home in Westpointe. 

As he drove away from her home, he 
was shot twice and then crashed into a 
mobile home as he a t tempted to flee 
from the gunmen. One of the shots hit 
Martell in the chest, killing him. 

Leonard and Edwards were tried and 
acquitted on first-degree murder, con-

firearm use charges in late 1998 
"It's hard when you know they're the 

last people to see your son alive," said 
Riordan. "I haven't run into them. I'm 
glad. I don't know how I would react." 

Blanchfield's sentence wasn't a shock 
to her. She had an idea of what the 
teen would receive prior to Friday's 
court proceedings. 

"He'll have his whole life ahead of 
him." Riordan. commented. "It doesn't 
seem fair- It 's not what I had hoped 
.for." 

Wayne County Assistant Prosecutor 
Christopher Coyle and defense attor-
ney David Crippfr argued over sentenc-
ing guidelines for Blanchfield briefly. 

Michigan's Depa r tmen t of Correc-

• ' ' . p l e a s e see JAIL, A2 

Cyber-watchdog: Granholm chases high-tech crime 
BY SCOTT DANIEL 
STAFF WRITES 
K U n i e i e o e . h o m e c o m m . n c t 

P r o t e c t i n g p e r s o n a l p r ivacy a n d 
prosecuting cyber criminal* are two of 
the biggest issues facing the Internet. 

T h a t ' s t h e word f r o m M i c h i g a n 
Attorney General Jennifer Granholm. 
She spdfce before a large gathering of 
b u s i n e s s and c o m m u n i t y l e a d e r s 
Wednesday at the Canton Chamber of 
Commerce's Economic Club luncheon 

"The anonymous na ture of the Inter-
n e t emboldens people to do th ings 
t h e y ' d never do o t h e r w i s e , " sa id 
Granholm, who cited gambling as an 
example . "We've seen people spend 
thousands of dollars playing on-line." 

Granholm, a possible Democratic 
candidate for governor in 2002. credit 
ed t h e " informat ion superh ighway" 
with the country's boom economy of 
the past few years She believes it will 
continue. 

• "The bigh-tech indus t ry is great ," 
said Granholm "It will take .the wave 
of prosperity and continue to move it 
forward" 

She explained t h a t the In te rne t is 
still in its infancy 

"We've been r e a d i n g abou t it for 

yearB," Granholm said. "But it has only 
been around for seven years " 

There were jus t 3,000 Web sites in 
1994. Tha t number now reaches rnto 
t h e mi l l ions , G r a n h o l m s a i d , wi th 
thousands of new sites emerging every 
day. f- ' - V; 

"This thing is going so fast it's lap-
ping most of us," she added. ^"It's. like 
the day after Kitty Hawk I think it's 
going to blow our socks off " 

Granholm believes America will con-
tinue to drive Internet development. 

"Of the top 20 software companies in 
the world." she said, "nineteen are in 
the U.S. I think it's because we teach 
our people to be creat ive and th ink 
outside of the box." 

Keeping creat ivi ty and innovation 
a l ive is p a r t of h e r job, G r a n h o l m 
added She noted tha t Michigan took 
par t in the recent court case against 
software giant Microsoft 

"You can't engage in practices that 
stifle the market." said Granholm. "We 
want a level playing field." 

The Internet has already helped in 
t h a t r ega rd , she added It provides 
anonymity and safety for women and 
minorities in purchasing items such as 

P l e a s e - e e « W * 6 l M . A3 
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Making a point: Michigan Attorney General Jennifer Gran halm 
gestures during her luncheon address to the Canton Chamber of 

• Commerce Wednesday at the Summit on the Park. 

Home Deiivery: 734-591-0500 
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Creditors spike Crier plan; 
judge orders paper's auction 

BY TONY BBUSCATO 
HTANR WRJT*H 
tbniRatoCMiomwMUUMt 

The s a l e of the C o m m u n i t y 
Crier newspaper will come down 
to an auction scheduled for April 
19 by federal bankruptcy Judge 
Steven Rhodes. 

According to attorney Michael 
Baum, who r e p r e s e n t s s tock-
holders Tom Prose, Larry Bane 
and John Thomas, Rhodes wants 
to f i n d ou t w h a t t h e m a r k e t 
value of the newspaper is before 
making a final decision on the 
buyer. 

"The judge a'djourned the con-
firmation of the Chapter 11 plan 
until the debtor hao convened on 

• The newspaper owes 
$687,000 In unsecured 
debt; secured debt of 
$50,000 to National 
City Bank; plus secured 
and priority debt for 
federal and state taxes 
of $107,000. 

tion process." 

auction," said Baum. "Tile pur-
pose of the auction is to ensure 
the highest and best offer is sub-
mitted as par t of-the confirma-

The Community Crier filed its 
Chapter 11 reorganization plan 
in f e d e r a l b a n k r u p t c y c o u r t 
which, in part, calls for the sale 
of the new.'ipnpc> owned—fry 
Wi l l i am E. W e n d o v e r . L a s t 
month, Wendover'S plan for reor-
ganization called for the sale of 
all assets to Willett Communica-

t i o n s , Wi l l a rd H a w l e y , t h e 
C r i e r ' s a t t o r n e y , to ld the 
Observer recently. 

According to court documents, 
Dave Willett agreed to purchase 
the Cr ier and Comma Inc. for 
$ 3 4 2 , 5 0 0 . Willett was to make a 
$ 4 0 , 0 0 0 down payment, with the 
r ema inde r paid at the r a t e of 
$ 3 , 0 0 0 per month over the next 
five years. 

Many of the creditors report-
edly rejected that offer, resulting 
in the April 19 auction. Rhodes 
will make his final ruling at an 
April 24 hearing. 

T h e r e appears to be some 
interest in the Crier and Wen-» 
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PARKWAY 
PROFESSIONAL 

GROOMING 
we are your pet cafe specialists. 

Award Winning Bichon Frise 
and Shih-Tzu Groomers 

i s5.00OFF 
O F F E R A U B R E E D 

D O G G R O O M I N G 

• 
— — 

On Ml Complete Grooms 5 
Your m t WS/t includes 5 

•Trim • Shampoo • Brush 2 
•NaH Trim • Ears Cleaned g 
NotttMM Wttn any Otrwr offw -

PMfflNWr PROFESSIONAL C800MIMC I 

453-9088 

For Your Appointment Call: 

7 3 4 - 4 5 3 - 9 4 8 8 

418 N. Main - Plymouth 
Between Starkweather & Uflay 

Mon. - Sat. 9 AM-5 PM • Closed on Wed. ^ 

"I'm fascinated with the Ply-
mouth community and am look-
ing seriously at purchasing the 
Crier," said" Tom O'Connor, who 
also owns the Redford Connec-
t ion . "I 'm exc i ted t h e y s t i l l 
haven't found an owner." 

O'Connor indicated he may be 
interested in starting a newspa-
per in Plymouth even if he does-
n't purchase the Crier. 

Meanwhile, Prose indicated he 
would bid "a substantial sum" to 
buy the newspaper. 

"I would def in i te ly keep the 
. ncwepapnr going, and I wuultl 

Newcomers take to the court 

- 8TAIT Paoro IT PAUL HCMTHIUNV 
Waliyball trio: Ellie Eby returns a volley as teammates Stephanie Russ (left) and 
Jill Zoz ready themselves during a game of waliyball at the Coliseum Racquet 
Club in Westland recently. The women, among a group of Canton Newcomers, 
regularly visit the courts for a spirited competition, followed by a bit of relax-
ation at Applebees in Canton. 
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Fami ly 
business: 
Barry Mathi-
son stands in 
front of the 
family hard-
ware store he 
has run for 
the past 30 
years on Can-
ton Center 
Road. His • 
only neigh-
bors when he 
began were 
cows. 

a g i f t from Jacobson's means more 

Before the boom 
Hardware store owner saw potential 

in move to Canton Township 

IS YOUR CHILD HAVING 
TROUBLE MAKING THE 

GRADE? 
Gtub Z!. offers-affordable one-on-one 
tutoring in the comfort of your home! 

Kindergarten - 12th. Grade 
• Qua lined Teachers • All-Subjects 

• Remedial and Enrichment Programs 
• Complimentary Evaluation 
Ptymouth/Canton/Farmington Hills 

call: 734-844-0078 
W. Bloomiield/Lakes/ 

Commerce Twp./Waterford/Bloomfwld Hills 
Call: 248-669-1007 

livoma/Redford/ 
Westland/Garden City 

Call: 734-458-1157 
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serve as publisher," said Prose. 
"I'd look for experienced people 
to improve the quality," 

Doug Willett of Willett Com-
munications offered a "no com-
ment" when asked if his compa-
ny would offer ano the r bid for 
the Crier. 

According to figures provided 
earlier by Hawley, the newspa-
per owes $ 6 8 7 , 0 0 0 in unsecured 
debt; secured debt of $ 5 0 , 0 0 0 to 
N a t i o n a l C i ty B a n k ; p lus 
secured and priority debt for fed-
eral and state taxes of $ 1 0 7 , 0 0 0 . . 

Neither Hawley nor Wendover 
were available for comment con-
cerning Monday's hearing.. 

Restaurant 
BY HE A T H E R NEEDHAM 
STAFF WRITER 
hn<nidhnmfe«Mi htimrrnmm nel 
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Stylianou, 30, has worked in 
restaurants owned by his family 
since he picked up his first dish 
cloth at 15. H i s f a t h e r r a n a 
Coney-style d iner in a Canton 
s h o p p i n g c e n t e r in the ea r ly 
1980s, be said. 
The family ALSO owns A m e r i - ' 

can Coney Is land in Dearborn, 
L i t t l e Daddy 's Parthenon in 
Bloomfield Hills and runs the 
Ginopolis Parthenon restaurant 
a t C o m p u w a r e A r e n a in Ply-
mouth Township. 

Workers were doing prelimi. 

SENIOR 
HEALTHCARE? 
AT MY AGE? 
It's not as strange as it sounds. k> fact, it's smart As you 
grow.older, you have an increased risk for problems like 
arthritis, osteoporosis, heart disease and memory loss. 
That's why it's important to take steps now to treat and 
prevent them And Senior Health Services at Saint 
Joseph Mercy JHealtb System can help— — 
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Here, you can meet with a variety of medical professionals 
specially trained in the health twp'ds of maturing adults. 
The«e expens understand the aging process and problems 
which occur T h e y can monitor your health, identify 
risks and educate you on the newest ways to treat and 
prevent disease, helping you stay in t ip-top shape both 
today , and throughout the coming years. 

Be smart. G e t a n e a r l y start on a healthier yout Call 
for an appo in tmen t at «he location near you today. 
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HEALTH SYSTEM 

A Member of Mercy Heaftn Services 
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nary cleanup of the kitchen last 
week. Mesquite Creek has been 
closed since December 1998," but 
the building is in "really good 
shape," said John Weyer, town-I 
ship building official. 

Plans for remodeling were to 
be s u b m i t t e d to the townsh ip 
l a s t T u e s d a y or W e d n e s d a y , 
They will need to be approved 
before ma jo r work can begin, 
Weyer said 

T h e t o w n s h i p board would 
also have to approve a Class C 
l iquor l icense . t r ans fe r before 

alcoholic beverages can be sold. 
Styl ianou said plans call for 

new carpeting, booths and other 
amenities. . 

The remodeled restaurant will 
seat 170 and specialize in Greek 
entrees, a s well as steak, fish; 
pasta and traditional American 
food, he sa id . I t w i l l be open 
daily for b reakfas t , lunch and 
dinner. 

The C a n t o n loca t ion of 
M e s q u i t e C reek , r u n by t h e 
Great Lakes Restaurant Group, 
l a s t ed l e s s than, a year. T h e 
bus iness owners owed rent to. 
landlord David Khoury, as well 
as real estate and sales taxes. 

A Rochester location remains 
in business. 

The p revious incarnat ion of 
the restaurant as Misty Duck 
also lasted about a year, closing 
in June 1997. 

The building started out as A 
Big Boy in the 1980s. 

from page At 

Senior HeaKti Buikfihg 
5361 McAuley Dr. • Ypsitanti 

( 7 3 4 ) 7 1 2 - 6 1 8 9 

Saint Joseph Mercy : -
Canton Hearth Center 
1600 S. Canton Center Rd 
Ste. 220 • Canton 

(734) 398-7588 

tions uses a numeric system in 
recommending sentences. The 
type of offense, prior criminal 
record a n d o ther f a c t o r s a r e 
^weighted by points. The severi-
ty oTthe crime means a longer" 
sentence, for example. 

C r i p p s c o n t e n d e d t h a t 
manslaughter should receive a 
tower point ra t ing t h a n wha t 
Goyle was ca l l ing fo r , H a t h -
away agreed with the assistant, 
prosecutor, however, and went 
with a stiffer sentence. 

"It will'be up to you how long 
the d epa r tmen t of corrections 
will keep you. under their super-
vision,* the judge told Blanch-
f i e l d . " I do hope you ' l l t u r n 
these negative aspects of your 
life into positive ones." 

While three years in the sen-
tence's minimum, Cripps said 
h i s c l i e n t won ' t n e c e s s a r i l y 
spend tha t long behind bars. He 
noted that B l anch f i e ld h a s 
a l ready been in jai l .for more 
than two years. 

"I thought Judge Ha thaway 
gave a fa i r and balanced sen-
tence," said Cripps. 

Trade-ins • New & used 
. LAWN MOWERS • TRACTORS 

SNOW THROWERS • CHAINSAWS • TRIMMERS 
EOGERS • TILLERS • BLOWERS 

•HONDA 
•ECHO 
•MURRAY 
• AYP 
• BRIGGS & : 

STRATTON 
• TECUMSEH 
•KOHLER 

• SNAPPER 
• WEEDEATER 
• POULAN 
•NOMA 
• TORO 
• LAWNBOY 
• Devilbiss-Ex-Cell 
• MTD 
Pick-up i oeHvery Available 

REPAIRS ON ALL 
MAKES & MODELS 

<TM> 416-8 
7775 H. SHELDON RD 

V CANTON TWP 
TETWlEN JOY I. WARREN 

Hours: MorV'Frl. 9-6; sat. 9-4 

When Barry Mathison opened 
Mathison Hardware on 6130 N, 
Canton Center 30 years ago, his 
f r iends and colleagues sa id he 
was crazy. 

" E v e r y b o d y asked why we 
came out hei^e - all there was 
was corn fields out here," Mathi-
son said of the store's opening 
March 31. 1970. Now his busi-
ness ranks as one of the oldest in 
Can ton , he added , and d r a w s 
customers across Michigan and 
Ohio. 

C a n t o n ' S 1970 p o p u l a t i o n , 
according to the U.S. Census , 
was 11 >026-and has jumped to an 
es t imated 75,239, according to 
the Southeast Michigan Council 
of Governments most recent data 
from March. 

Mathison said he had an ulte-
rior motive for wanting to open 
the BUSINESS in Canton - t h a t 
had n o t h i n g to do w i th h is 
prophetic belief tha t the area's 
population would one day boom. 

"I knew jus t about everybody 
from the Plymouth area,*, said 
Mathison. a 1 9 6 6 Plymouth H i g h 

School graduate. 
Math ison H a r d w a r e Kitchen 

Bath & Plumbing Supply is cele-
brating its 30th anniversary in 

C a n t o n . M a t h i s o n H a r d w a r e 
founder, the la te Berger "Bud* 
Mathison. opened tlie fust stoie 
at 3 1 5 3 5 Ford Road i n Garden 
City in 1953 There is also a 
Mathison location at 28243/47 
Plymouth Road in Livonia. Bud'S 
sons Robert, James and Frank 
con t inue operat ing the o the r 
stores. 

The n a m e wil l be off ic ia l ly 
changed to Mathison'S Kitchen 
Battf & P l u m b i n g Supplies by 
next year, when the" store stops 
selling hardware. 

Increased competition f rom 
other h a r d w a r e s to re s is the 
driving force behind the invento-
ry change, Mathison said. 

"Hardware sales have dropped 
way off." he said, adding that the 
k i tchen and ba th room supply 
end of the business has always 
been profitable. 

"People come from all over the 
state to buy plumbing supplies 
from us," Mathison said, refer-
ring to .Traverse City. Lansing 
and Grayling-

"HIE big d raws for customers, 
he said, are the staff'S combined 
60 years experience and one-stop 
shopping. 

"Usual ly w h e n deal ing with 
these kinds of products, you have 
to go to foUr di f ferent stores." 
Customers wanting supplies not 

carried in stock can special order 
t h e m and get t h e m w i t h i n a 
month. — : 

M a t h i s o n ' s r e p u t a t i o n was 
even noted in "Detroiter" maga-
z ine , w h e r e a writer m u s e d 
a b o u t w h e r e f ic t i t ious secret 
agent James Bond might buy his 
faucets. The answer? Mathison's 
in Canton , of course, Mathison 
said. 

M a t h i s o n s " s igns w i l l be 
changed during the summer to 

re f lec t the new name and the 
h a r d w a r e space will become 
additional space for kilfhpn and 
bath supplies. 

Mathison said he predicts his 
bus iness will continue to be A 
vital one as long as Canton con-
tinues to grow. 

"You usually have a hardware, 
drug store and bank <in a com-
munity). We're probably one of 
the basic businesses needed in a 
growing community." 

The polished aluminum elephant bottte opener 
by Georg Jensen for Royal Scandinavia 

helps you get a gnp drft boxed. *25. 
• - In China, Crystal. Srtver. 

free thtpptng for purchases on your Jacobson's charge, now through May 31 
. . . . 
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amnghm-S«H<4MB LwortB* {7MJ SH-?mt RocfWWr - (2«» «•' -*OOC 

tacotwons.com 

Now that's ugly 
Anyone Who has ever felt like hiding their water closet in the 

closet when friends or family visit might want to enter a contest. 
that will reward them for their crumbling avocado colored tile, per 
simmon-colored toilet and tub and plumbing fixtures that pre-date 
the Truman era. 

If your bathroom matches this description or is even worse, prov-
ing it could bring $10,000 worth of bathroom improvements. The 
prize package includes an Air Masseur massage bathtub by Jason. 
Bertch bath cabinetry. Harden faucets, a Gerber Ultra Flush toilet 
and tHe tub surround; all installed by Complete Home Improvement. 

Entries for the 'Ugliest Bathroom Contest.* sponsored by 760 
WJP AM. the Observer & Eccentric Newspapers, the Building Indus-
try Association and Mathison Supply of Livonia. Garden City and 
Canton are being accepted by malt until Friday, April 14. 

Entry forms may be picked up at any Mathison location. Photos 
of the ugly bathroom and name, address and phone numbers of 
entrants should be sent to: Uglrest Bathroom Contest. 2100 Fisher 
Building. Detroit, Ml 48202. 

Tbe^"winner will be announced May 13. 

a g i f t from Jacobson's means more 
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Prison terms handed down in local cases 

mm. 

Put a stop, to it The three-p»eCe "Geo" stopper 
set from Tovv-e comes with r!s own rack *25 

, In.China. Crystal. Silver. 

The f o u r t h d e f e n d a n t in a 
1999 attack on a woman in Livo-
nia was sentenced to a year in 
jail Monday. 

Ryan A Corey was also sen-
tenced to four years on probation 
by Wayne County Circuit Court 
Judge Vonda Evans. Corey, 23, 
had p l e a d e d no c o n t e s t in 
November to a charge of assault 
w j th in ten t to do grea t bodily 
harm. 

T h r e e o t h e r m e n . Er ik S. 
Michaud, Keith M Ziobron and 
Scott C. Hartmeyer, all of whom 
pleaded no contest to the same 
charge, were each sentenced in 
January to four years of proba-
tion and shorter jail terms. 

Evans gave Michaud, 22, and 
Har tmeyer , 41. four months in 
j a i l ; Z iobron , 23. got e ight 
months. 

Granholm 

The four had originally faced 
four counts each of First-degree 
criminal sexual conduct in the 
March 29, 1999 . a t t a c k on a 
woman who was working as a 
prostitute. Those charges were 
dropped. 

At. the time of the attack. Zio-
bron and H a r t m e y e r lived in 
Livonia , M i c h a u d in Can ton 
Township and Corey in West-
land. 

Prison for armed robbers 
. Two men a n d a woman 
cha rged in a s t r i n g of 1998 
armed robberies, including some 
in Livonia, w e r e given prison 
terms a f t e r p leading guilty to 
felony charges last year. 

Kevin C. Clark was sentenced 
to between five and 10 years in 
pr ison las t A p r i l by Circui t 

Judge Karen Fort Hood. 
C la rk , 34, had pleaded guilty 

to a c h a r g e of a rmed robbery 
s t e m m i n g from the Sep t . 30, 
.1998, holdup.at the Mid-5 Party 
S to re , on Middlebei t sou th of 
Five Mile. A charge of using a 
gun d u r i n g a felony was 
dropped. 

C la rk also pleaded guilty "to 
two holdupt; in Canton Township 
«jnd another in Detroit. He also 
p l e a d e d gu i l t y to a fe lony 
f i r e a r m s charge in one of t h e 
C a n t o n ho ldups ; a fe lony 
firearms charge in the Detroit 
case; and a concealed weapon 
charge in one Canton case and a 
felony f i r ea rms charge in the 
other, were dropped 

An a p p e a l by . C l a r k w a s 
turned down by H<xxl in August, 
court records show 

Raf ie l R Rigg ins was sen-
^tenced to betw:een fpur and 10 

years in prison by Hood. 
Riggins , 20, had faced four 

armed robbery charges and two 
felony firearms charges in a sec-
ond ho ldup at Mid-5, wh ich 
occurred about a month after the 
first, and a Nov. 5, 1998, holdup 
at Ba i -Lynn Liquor & Wine 
Store on Merriman 

In a plea agreement Riggins 
pleaded guilty to two armed rob-
be ry c h a r g e s a n d a fe lony 
firearms charge The other Livo-
nia charges Were dropped 

He also pleaded guilty to an 
a r m e d robbery cha rge a n d a 
felony firearms charge stemming 
from a holdup in Canton 

' -B\ Matt Jachman 

Free shipping for purchases •WRPE TO* FFVOWGR MAY 
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a g i f t from Jacobsoo1s means more 
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cars and home mortgages, said 
G r a n h o l m Such groups have 
been traditionally discriminated 

' a g a i n s t in t h o s e a r e n a s , she 
added. 

"On-line," Granholm said, "all 
of tha t js out the window " 

T h e I n t e r n e t i sn ' t wi thou t 
problems, however 

G r a n h o l m is vety concerned 
a b o u t p e r s o n a l p r i v a c y . She 
noted tha t companies track per-

v a l u e s . " F e r n a n d e z said "It 
seemed like a natural thing to go 
int* business together 

They came up with the idea 
for Stra ight Scoop shortly after 
last Chris tmas Fernandez said 

' a n e i g h b o r w« i c o m p l a i n i n g 
about having to clean up nfter 
his dog when the idea hit him 

"I thought this service would 
be out there by itself." he added. 
"It's not an original idea, but the 
way we're *iwtm it u original \ . 

Krupic. an Orchard Lake resi-
dent. said he and Fernandez w ill 
handle all assignments until a 

sonal preferences and then sell 
the information. 

Social S e c u r i t y n u m b e r s , 
street addresses and other per-
sonal i n f o r m a t i o n a r e eas i ly 
available. Granholm said. The 
d a n g e r , s h e added , rs t h a t 
employers, insurance Firms and 
others could use the information 
against people 

"People have no idea thts is 
going on," said Granholm 

from page A1 

client base is built The plan, he 
said, is to h a v e one fu l l - t ime 
employee per 125 cus tomers , 
and a p a r t - t i m e worker* a f t e r 
Straight Scoop garners its 50th 
customer., 

The firm has begun building 
i t s c l i en t ba se by adver t i s ing 
with locfft veterinarians A Web 
site and more extensive advertis-
ing plan are in the works, said 
Fernandez He thinks Straight 
Scoop ti.is a solid message ^ 

"We can h e l p people in the 
. communi ty , " sa id Fernandez . 
"It 's a good serv ice and good. 

S h e hopes a "pr ivacy s t a n -
dard" can soon be developed by 
lawmakers 

" S o m e o n e recen t ly s a i d , 
"there's no privacy - get over it." 
G r a n h o l m said ' I don't th ink 
that ' s acceptable * 

P r o s e c u t i n g c r i m i n a l s t h a t 
engage in Internet crime, such 
as selling pharmaceuticals with-
out prescriptions, is difficult, she 

honest work." 
"Se rv i ce is oiir ma in goal ."-

added Krupic " 
S t r a i g h t Scoop handles most 

types of pets. 
It's $9 to clean a back yard of 

dog waste per visit The size of 
the dog or amount of waste does-
n't mat ter 

Fernandez said they'll notify 
pet owners if they spot any prob-
lems such as loose, runny stools 
or stools laced with blood 
. In term's of ca t s . S t r a i g h t 
Scoop charges *5 for changing a 
l i t t e r box Fernandez s a i d . h e 

said. It often beeomes a question 
of jurisdiction, said Granholm 

Despi te her e n t h u s i a s m for 
the Internet, the attorney gener-
al hopes people fcon't forgj-l 
about life awav from computer 
screens, 

"I don't t-hink the re.al world 
will over disappear." Granholm 
said 

suppl ies hew lit ter and cleans 
the box as well ..Other pets such 
a9 birds, snakes and rabbits are 
also 45 per visit, 

Both Fernandez, and Krupic 
hope to grow Straight Scoop into 
their full time jobs They're con-
fident the basine*s will succeed. 

•"We don't know the words fail 
or quit." said Fernandez "We're 
going to be here m 10 year* Sky 
is the limit." 

For more informat ion about 
Stra ight Scoop, call t ?34 ! 844-
OOPS or e-mail at stri»ight*coop 
tffynediaone net. 

^oyaJ Scandinavia 
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A non-healing wound can keep you from 
the things you love most... 

. If you're suffering with a non-hea l ing wound, o f t en caused by condi t ions 
diabetes or poor circulation, the experts at the W o u n d Care Center** at 

St . Joseph Mercy Hospi ta l , Ann Arbor, can help. 

O u r team of specialists can put you on 
Mibfc,. an individualized healing plan with 

t rea tments you can't get anywhere else. 

So ask your doctor about the 
W o u n d Care Center® at 

St. Joseph Mercy Hospital , 
& or give us a call. 

And get your life back! 

S A I N T 

JOSEPH 
MERCY 

H E A L T H SYSTEM 

-A Memo* o» Mer̂  Health Services 

W O U N D GARE CENTER. 
ST. JOSEPH M E R C Y HOSPITAL 

A N N ARBOR 

(734) 712-0130 

Wound Care Ccnio- is a £ ouwinvr network member 

It s b e e n f ive m o n t k s . 

P l e a s e , p u t t h e flannel away. 
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OBITUARIES 
HAMHCT ML POX 

Services for Har r i e t M. Fox» 
77, of Cadillac (formerly of Ply-
mouth) were April 6 at the Foe-
naught Funera l Home, Marion 
with t h e Rev. Howard Harvey 
officiating. Burial was in High-
land Township Cemetery. 

She was born Oct. 6, 1922, in 
Chicago, HI. She died April 3 a t 
Mercy Hospital in Cadillac. She 
was a homemaker. She enjoyed 
bingo, c ra f t s and sewing. She 
ret i red to the Cadillac area in 
1987. She was a member of the 
South Community Methodist in 
Ma^Sn. She especially eqjoyed 
s p e n d i n g t i m e going to y a r d 
sales, auctions and flea markets. 

She was preceded in death by 
her two sisters, Lillian Muscott 
and Lois Parent; and two broth-
ers, Charles and David Renner. 
Survivors include her husband, 
William of Cadillac; two daugh-
te rs , Pa t r i c i a G r a y of Tus t in , 
Roberta Fox of Plymouth; one 
son, Michae l ( S h a r o n ) Fox of 
T u s t i n ; one s i s t e r , K a t h r y n 
Seres of Gladwin; two brothers, 
Wi l l iam (Peggy ) Renner of 
Hersey, Orris (Carol) Renner of 
P lymouth ; s is ter - in- law, Car -
olyne Fox of Wyoming; two 
grandchildren, Trisha Canady of 
Raleigh, N.C., Robert Willnow of 
Cheboygan ; a n d four g r e a t -
grandchildren, Olivia and Just in 
Canady of Raleigh, N.C., Travis 
and Lance Willnow of Cheboy 

employed at Tax Specialist Inc. 
in Livonia as a secretary. She 
attended McKenzie High School 
in Detroit. 

She was preceded in death by 
her mother, Dorothy. Survivors 
include her husband, Alfred J. 
Manser; one son, A1 J . Manser 
I I I of C l a r k s t o n , Mich . ; two 
d a u g h t e r s ^ Mel i s sa (Paul 
Tarkowski) of Clarkston, Krista 
(Dustin Kennedy) of Plymouth; 
father, Arthur Pfander; and one 
brother, Richard^ (Valerie) Pfan-
der of South Lyon. 

Memor i a l s may be made to 
Krista Manser Education Fund, 
c/o of the family. 

gan ; a n d m a n y nieces a n d 
nephews. 

Memorials may be made to the 
American Diabetes Foundation. 
BENEDICT |L WMKLI* 

Services for Benedict R. Win-
kler, 75, of Canton (formerly of 
Lincoln Park) were April 6 at the 
Kingdom Hall, Westland. Burial 
was at Michigan Memorial Park. 

He was preceded in death by 
his wife, Dolores; and one son, 
Pau l . S u r v i v o r s include h i s 
daughter, Lorrie (Robert) Glanz; 
and one son, Benedict M. (Lynn); 
two g r a n d c h i l d r e n , El izabeth 
Egg les ton a n d Amy; and one 
great-grandchild, Deloree 

Local a r r a n g e m e n t s were 
made by the R.C. Aleks & Son 
Funeral Home, LmcoinPark-
MAJtY E. PtZZUmO 

Services for Mary E. Piizurro, 
39, of Plymouth were April 8 at 
St. Robert Bellarminie Church. 
Burial was in St. Hedwig Ceme-
tery. 

She was born Jan. 6, 1961, in 
Dearborn. She died March 5 at 
St. Joseph Hospital. She was a 
medical assistant. 

S u r v i v o r s i nc lude her hus -
band, John M.; parents, Chester 
and Elizabeth Pawczuk; one sis-
ter , Debbie (George) Bennet t ; 
two b r o t h e r s , J o h n (Marlene) 
P a w c z u k , E d w a r d (Tracey) 
Pawczuk. 

Local a r r a n g e m e n t s w e r e 
made by the L.J. Griffin Funeral 
Home, Canton. 
NANCY ANNE MANSER 

Se rv i ce s fo r Nansy A n n e 
Manser , 52, of Plymouth (for-
merly of Livonia) were April 7 at 
the Thayer-Rock Funeral Home, 
Farmington, with the Rev. Larry 
Austin officiating. Burial was in 
Parkview Memorial Cemetery, 
Livonia. 

She was born Sept. 9, 1947, in 
Detroit. She died April 4 at St. 
J o s e p h Mercy Hosp i t a l , A n n 
Arbor. She w a s employed by 
Cellcrete Inc. in Plymouth for 10 
y e a r s a n d w a s p rev ious ly 

Services for Henry Kemmer-
ling, 73, of Lake Panasoffkee , 
Fla., were April 8 at the Schrad-
er-Howell Funera l Home, Ply-
m o u t h , w i t h p a s t o r J e r r y 
Yarnell officiating. Burial was 
in R i v e r s i d e C e m e t e r y , Ply-
mouth. 

He was born June 15, 1926, in 
Cleveland, Ohio. He died April 2 
in I n v e r n e s s , F la . He-was a 
supervisor for Detroit Aluminum 
Co. He r e t i r e d in 1987. He 
moved to Florida in ,1975 from 
Plymouth. He was a member of 
t h e "Good S.A.M. C lub . " He 
loved to travel and camp. He did 
all the flowers and landscaping 
at the Campers World in Lake 
Panasoffkee, Fla. 

He was preceded in death by 
his son, Henry Kemmerling Jr . 
Survivors include his wife, Mary 
M. Tomlinson Kemmer l ing of 
F l o r i d a ; 14 c h i l d r e n , Rober t 
(ThelmatyApplegate of Grand 
Rapids, Frank Applegate of Can-
ton; George (Marlene) Applegate 
of Salt Lake City, Utah; Mary K. 
A p p l e g a t e of Denve r , Colo.; 
Linda JKimmerling-Applegate of 
C a n d l e r , N.C.; J o s e p h (Rose5 
Applegate of Newaygo, Mich ; 
M a r y J a n e (Ken) G r a h a m of 
Canton; Jean Applegate of Cadil-
lac; Disina Can?oneri of Dundee, 
Wi l l i am (Mona) App lega t e of 
C a n t o n ; George C. (Debbie) 
Kemmerling of Mesick, Pamela 
(Dennis) Brokowski of Farming-
ton Hil ls , J e f f Kemmer l ing of 
Mesick, Dewayne (Jenice) Kem-
merling of Garden City; one sis-
ter, Frances Gray of Richmond, 
Va.; 50 grandchi ldren; and 30 
great-grandchildren. 

Memorials may be made to the 
Kemmerling family. 

BL VAUGHN "SMOKEY" 
Se rv i ce s for Aubrey M. 

Vaughn "Smokey," 82, of Ply-
mouth were April 8 a t Thayer-
Rock Funeral Home, Farmington 
wi th the Rev. Leonard Parten-
sky officiating. Burial was in 
Glen Eden Memorial Park, Livo-
nia. 

He was born Sept:. 11,1917, in 
Ravenna, Texas. He died April 5 
at Farmington Health Care Gen" 
ter , Farmington. H e was self-
employed a t Commercial Painter 
and Sandblaster. 

He was preceded in death by 
h i s wife , Mary ; and p a r e n t s , 
John Vaughn; and Lena. Sur-
v ivo r s i nc lude -his d a u g h t e r . 
Sharon Vaughn Broo (Robert * of 
Alpharetta, Ga. 

Memorials may be made to the 
A m e r i c a n Lung Assoc ia t ion . 
2 6 5 5 5 E v e r g r e e n , S u i t e 375, 
Southfield, MI 48076 or to the 
American Cancer Society, 18505 
W. 12 Mile Road, Southfield, Ml 
481076. 

Robbery from page Al-

bery. He was then transported 
to t h e C a n t o n Police D e p a r t -
ment without incident. 

Pol ice be l i eve McDonald 
robbed a 34-year-o ld C a n t o n 
woman. 

McDona ld , whom s h e 
described as 6-feet tall and 170 
pounds, stole a small amount of 
cash f r o m h e r a t the Claaay 
Chass i s C a r Wash on Can ton 
Center north of Ford, according 
to police reports. The victim was 
w a s h i n g h e r car when h e 
approached h e r and asked her 
for change for a dollar. 

She told him she didn't have 

it. Reports said he left but t ame 
back moments later. Thfr-wonwan 
sprayed him with water, but he 
g r a b b e d h e r and d e m a n d e d 
money. 

Reports said the woman went 
to her car, got her change purse 
and gave it to him. McDonald 
then fled on foot eas t from the 
car wash. He was seen getting 
into a gray Mercury Cougar a t a 
nearby Taco Bell restaurant 

Police l a t e r found all of the 
w o m a n ' s p r o p e r t y . Sh* was 
u n i n j u r e d in t h e i n c i d e n t , 
reports said.. 

PLYMOUTH DISTRICT LIBRARY 
PUBLIC NOTICE 

The P lymouth District Library Board will hold iU REGULAR April 
meet ing Tuesday, April 18, 2000 a t 7:80 p.m. a t 223 8. Main Street . 
Plymouth. Michigah 48170 

The Plymouth Dirt net Library will provide neceeaary reasonable 
auxiliary aids and services, swell as signers for the hearing impaired and 
audio tape of printed materials being considered at the meeting, to 
individuals with disabilities at the SMeCing/heanng upon seven (71 days 
notice to the Plymouth District library. Individuals with disabilities 
requiring auxiliary aids or sarVieaa should contact the Plymouth District 
Library by writing or calling the feUoerinc, 

Barbara Kraft. Library Secretary 
Plymouth District Library 

223 S. Main Street 
Plymouth, MI 48170 
- fl4-4W-07,K> 
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Probate •code changes draw strongly mixed reactions 
BY RICHARD P&tRL 
9TAJT WHITER 
rpt-arKtoe.hom/ecamm.net # 

Reactions ranged from joyous 
to cautious regard ing the new 
sta tewide probate code, which 
took effect Saturday. 

Financial planner Mark Wira 
welcomed t h e code w i t h n e a r 
open arms, while at torney Wal-
ter Sakowski and Chief Prola te 
Judge Milton L. Mack J r . were 
wary. . . 

While Wira saw the new code 
as a great improvement adminis-
tratively, Sakowski said it could 
open the doors to thievery and 
Mack, chief j u d g e of Wayne 
County Probate Court, said par-
t i e s to t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of 
wills better pay attention. 

Wira, founder andpres iden t of 
Ann Arbor Financial Investment 
Advisory Corp. in downtown Ply-
mouth, declared t h e new code 
will "greatly reduce the adminis-
trative nightmare of probate." 

Sakowski, who's practiced law 
in Livonia since 1983, agreed the 
new code "makes it easier to pro-
b a t e an e s t a t e , " b u t " i t a lso 
m a k e s I t e a s i e r to r i p off an 
estate, as a general rule." 

And Mack flat-out warned the 
p a r t i e s to wi l l s , "You b e t t e r 
make sure tha t you stay in close 
contact with whoever's in charge 
of the e s t a t e and s t a y fu l ly 
informed.*—- " 

The new code, known as EPIC 
- for the Estates- and Protected 
Individuals Code - replaces the 
Revised Probate Code, which has 
been in effect almost 21 years. 

EPIC is expected, among other 
things, to reduce up-front legal 
fees, simplify probate by making 
it 'more difficult to contest wills, 
increase privacy of the par t ies 
involved and equalize shares for 
grandchildren. . 

Judges concerned 
While E P I C " s i g n i f i c a n t l y 

reduces" court involvement in 
wills'. Mack said, there 's concern 
among probate judges t h a t citi-
zens won't be ready, for it due to 
past dependency on the judges to 
make sure everything is right 

"This burden will shif t to the 
heirs," Mack said. "We will (now) 
deal with" problems "more on a 
complaint basis." 

Mack said judges can still hear 
disputes in court, "bu t ( E r I C ) 
makes court review opt ional ." 
Besides, he noted, "a relatively 
small number of cases result" in 
contested wills, anyway. 

Under the new, informal pro-
ceedings, par t ies will adminis-
t r a te an es ta te and t h e n file a 
p a p e r wi th t h e c o u r t s a y i n g 
everything's done. Mack said. 

Adds Wira. "As long a s a will 
is witnessed by three people, the 
will is (now) considered non-pen-

— e treble." 

I The new code, known at EPIC - for the Estates 
and Protected Individuals Code - replaces the 
Revised Probate Code, which bas been in effect 
almost 21 yi 

surviving spouse or child needs 
to close t h e deceased'-s h a n k 
accounts 

"Before, they had to go to court 
and get a small-estate order," he 
said. In effect, "There's no way to 
prevent them from doing that at 
10 different banks. 

"Banks are going to love this 

one," he commented. 
Mack said the new code also 

will even th ings out for grand-
children in some cases, making 
them equals among themselves. 
"Studies show that ' s what most 
people want," he said. 

Sakowski said tha t "Overall, 
(EPIC) is a good change because 

it reflects some of the changing 
circumstances in the way people 
think of inheritances, in the way 
things should be handled." 

'License to steal' 
But it also "may be a license, to 

steal," he said: 
Mack noted tha t , with fewer 

bonded fiduciaries (trustees), it 
will be ha rder to correct-prob-
lems . " I ' m kind of conce rned 
about that ," he said. 

Probate "is now sort of taken 
out of the preventive mode and 
put in a clean-up mode. We don't 
expect to really see the conse-
quences (of EPICf until probably 

the end of the year," Mack said. 
" T h a t ' s when problems wil l 

s ta r t to surface," said the chief 
judge. 

Wira, who's been in business 
since 1993, agreed*with Sakows-
ki and Mack, saying "If a person 
has the propensity to rip off an 
estate the door would always be 
open. One should always be cau-
t i o u s in p l a n n i n g for y o u r 
estate." 

Furthermore, he said, "People 
often put off estate-planning to^ 
t h e l a s t m i n u t e . They d o n ' t 
always value the true effect (that 
has.) on the family business or on 
loved ones." 

B u t he bel ieves t h e good in 
EPIC will outweigh the bad. 

"Michigan has always been in 
t h e dark ages when it comes to 
probate court," he said, "mainly 
because so much money is to be 
made by the court sy s t em a n d 
the paper-pushing attorneys. -

"Also, Michigan lef t i t wide 
open for contesting wills." Now, 
"the law will^givr « •cfrance for 
m e d i a t i o n or s e t t l i n g e s t a t e s 
without having to go to court. 

"And any oppor tun i ty not to 
have to go to downtown Detroit 
is greatly appropriated," he said 
with a grin, c i t ing park ing- lo t 
fees. 

Also, noted Mack, as long as 
"the intent of the testator is car-
ried out." t h a t will be . considered 
good enough. 

EPIC "eliminates a lot of tech-
nical ob jec t ions t h a t c an be 
raised," he said. "In theory, it 
reduces the a m o u n t of l i t iga-
tion." Reduction in court involve-
m e n t m e a n s r e d u c e d publ ic 
scrutiny and thus more privacy,, 
he added, 

Gone also - unless requested 
by-the parties - is the issuance 
by the court of bonds on estates, 
said Sakowski. 

"Before , t h e c o u r t h a d the 
authority, based on the assets of 
an estate,"; to r e q u i r e a bond 
equa l to t h e a s s e t s / s a i d the 
Farmington Hills resident who's 
practiced law 17 yea r s at Mid-
diebelt and Five Mile Roads. 

Wil l i s a l l 
Furthermore, he said, now the 

deceased partner's will is all the 
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