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Tough times: Canton resident
Linda Urban grieves for her
husband, Gary, who was shot
and killed during a robbery
last November.
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Urban family copes with dad’s tragic death

WRITER
sdaniel@oe.homecomm.net

n the minutes after her teenage son,
2 Joe, goes to bed, Linda Urban is ter-
rified. ;
She talks well past midnight to
friends on the phone for support. She

prays for sleep to come. She does any- -

thing — anything — to keep her niind
from returning to the evening of Nov.
10, 1999,

It’s the day Linda Urban lost her
best friend. Her lover. Her confidant,
partner and husband of more than 20
years, Gary.

“The houise is quiet at night,” said
the 42-year-old Canton woman. “It’s
almost deafening.

“I can lie there and try to sleep, but

can't. I can’t turn my mind off. I just
keep reliving it over and over.”

Gary Urban closed the Dearborn
Heights Ponderosa Restaurant where
he worked as a manager at about 10:25
p.m. on Nov. 10.

Before he could get into his car,
police believe a man robbed him and
shot him seven times in the back with
a .25-caliber handgun.

Somehow, Urban was able to go back
inside the restaurant, on Telegraph
Road south of Warren, and call 911. A
police detective arrived moments later,
Urban, 45, told him what happened
but couldn’t describe the killer.

He died at about 10:45 p.m. at Gar-
den City Hospital of multiple wounds.

Three Detroit men are charged with
Urban’s marder.

Lance Ray Rodgers, 20, James Erick
Lee, 21, and Vernard Meadows, 20, are
currently being held without bond in
the Wayne County jail.

Each faces first-degree murder,
armed robbery and conspiracy to com-
mit armed robbery charges. Rodgers
also has one count of felony firearm
against him.

The latest in a series of hearings will
be held Friday at Wayne County Cir:
cuit Court- A trial date-could be set for
later this spring.

Linda Urban hopes all three men
will be tried together soon. She’s
pleased with work done by Dearborn
Heights Police and Assistant Prosecu-
tor Joe Jansen thus far.

“He has kept me up to speed when

“Please see TRAGIC DEATH, AB

Bad frog
croaks
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B LICENSE REVOKED

BY SCOTT DANIEL
STAFF WRITER
daniel@oe.h

net

A liquor license for a once controver-

sial tavern development is in the pro-

cess of being revoked.

Canton Trustees Tuesday recom-
mended Bad Frog's Class “C” license
be revoked'by the Michigan Liquor
Control Commission. Site plans for the
bar, which was to be located on Michi-
gan Avenue near Sheldon and Geddes,
had been approved in 1998.

“I hope the liquor license will die a
natural death,” said Henry Moore,
president of Woodlands of Canton
Homeowners Association. “Hopefully a
more compatible use can be found.”

Happy Days Restaurant was first

proposed for the site in 1995. A liquor

license was subsequently granted.

The concept changed to the Bad Frog
Tavern a few years later. Residents
raised concerns because of a beer label
pictures that showed a frog with a
middle finger salute.

Parking was also an issue. The tav-
ern's lot would’ve been adjacent to
homes along Geddes Road.

Construction of the tavern never

Please see BAD FROG, A4

Observer.

Canton seniors go for Van Gogh

At the DIA: Constance Woodrich (left) and Harriette Hafer look for memorabilia in the
Detroit Institute of Arts gift shop following their tour through the “Van Gogh: Face to Face”
exhibit. For a story and more photos from the day trip, please turn to Page A9 in today’s

STAFF. PROTO BY PAUL HURSCHMANN

Deal near for WTUA treatment plant expansion

BY SCOTT DANIEL
STAFF WRITER
sdaniel@oe homecomm.net

It took six months longer than' any-
one would've liked, but it appears a
deal between Canton, Plymouth and
Northville townships and the Ypsilanti
Community Utility Authority is immi-
nent.

Talks were continuing this week and
a tentative agreement may be in place
by the authority's April 11 meeting,
Western Townships Utilities Authority
Operation Manager Tim Faas said.
The deal calls for an expansion of the
Ypsilanti wastewater facility and
would give the townships a stronger
voice in YCUA operations.

The deal calls for an expansion of
the Ypsilanti wastewater facility and
would give the townships a stronger
voice in YCUA operations

“I think it's in all of our best inter-
ests,” Canton Supervisor Tom Yack
said. “It’s the most cost-effective
approach for them and us.”

Plymouth Township Supervisor

-Kathleen Keen McCarthy agreed

“It's a win-win for all of us,” she said

WTUA currently sends about nine
mitlion gallons of waste water to Ypsi-
lanti. Other flows go to Detroit

YCUA's plant, located in Ypsilanti
Township, has a current capacity of 29

Please see WTUA, A4

Participants gearing up
for May ‘Relay for Life’

BY HEATHER NEEDHAM
STAFF WRITER
hneedham@oe¢. homecomm.net

f

Canton's second annual Relay for
Life walk for cancer research is expect
ed to draw twice as many participants
as last year's event in Heritage Park

For a 24-hour period beginning at
dusk May 20, walkers from about
different teams consisting of family
members
members
steps toward finding a cure for cancer

Rosemary Andrews
development director with the /
can Cancer Society
teams have signed up for the Canton
Relay for Life. This year's walk will
again be held in Heritage Park May
20-21, beginning at dusk Saturday
May 20

“We expect to double our participa
tion this year,” Andrews said. The cost
for registering a team, which ce
of about 12 to 20 people is $150 per
team. There are still openings for

business colleagues, church

and others will begin taking

far 3(

said sc

nsisis

Home Delivery: 734-591-0500

—

teams available T

Someone from each of the teams 1s
expected to be walking at all imes dur
ing the 24-hour period

Andrews said about 150 cancer sur
be among the first walkers

“Victory Walk "

vivors will

n the cancer survivor

They will stride along paths lit by sym
wlic luminarnes, which are being soid
for $10 a piece

The lun AT w it nen
" and tn hot ple 1 A
died of or are ba ng \ Y
Andrews saxd

All the money raised go«
cancer research and cancer education
Andrews sa f the Relay for Life
which has raised more than $120 mil
on since its beginning in 1985, Eigh
teen Relay for Life events are planned
throughout southeast Michigan

Some programs funded by Relay for

Life proceeds include “Smokescreen,”
ring sixth-graders

YW Y & Frend,”
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[School build

The honor of having a new

elementary school named after

him took one step closer to reali-
ty for George Dodson Tuesday.

Schools officials brokeé ground in -

an afternoon ceremony on theé
new George Dodson Elementary
School. The new building will be
located at Cherry Hill and Beck
Roads in Canton. It is scheduléd
to open in August 2001.

Dodson, a former principal at

Gallimore Elementary School,

was on-hand for the ground-
breaking ceremony. %
“This is a very special and
very happy day for me,"” he said.
“For the many years I have
worked with children in the Ply-

mouth-Canton community, I .

know them to be intelligent,
energetic and happy with a need
and desire to learn. This build-
ing, this publie school structure,

fulfills the housing needs -

toward that objective.

“This ground-breaking repre-
sents the future place for chil-
dren to start their educational
journey,” he added. “I am hon-
ored that it will be called the
George R. Dodson Elementary
School.”

The ground breaking was the
first in the tenure of new super-
intendent Kathleen Booher, who

Man stops for lunch, loses truck to thief

A 35-year-old. Dearborn
Heights man’s truck was stolén
from the parking lot of Mexican
Fiesta Restaurant on Ford Road
Friday, according to township
police reports. _

The man was eating lunch at
2:30 p.m. and left the restaurant
an hour later. He soon discov-
ered his 1999 Dodge pickup
gone, reports said.

The vehicle was parked on the

* “south side of the building, which
- gits at the corner of Sheldon and -
' Ford. Police have no suspects,

ing under way

" STAFY PHOTO BY PAUL HURSCEMANK

Getting started: George Dodson lifts the first shovel Tuesday while teachers, stu-
dents and Plymouth-Canton Community Schools staff looks on

also gets to oversee the construc-
tion of a third high scheol.

“I've also had the honor of

meeting this wonderful person
{Dodson) this building is going to

be named after, and I under-

stand completely the sentiments

COP CALLS

Retail fraud

A 186-year-old Canton girl was
arrested for trying to steal cloth-
ing from Kohl’s Department
Store March 23.

Reports said a store loss pre-
vention officer spotted the girl
taking shorts and a shirt into a
fitting room. When she left the

room, the items were missing,

said reports.

& Professional Grooming by Shirley, joy and Lynne
{formerly of Pampered Pooch and Puppy Love)

& Thirty-two Yoers of Combined Experience

& Veterinorion Recommended

& Appointment Hours Avatlable: Monday - Saturday

& Bring this cord and receive §5.00 off your next
grooming visit! (One coupon per customer per visit)

GRAND OPENING
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The officer then checked the
fitting room and found price tags
from the garments and hangars.
Reports said the loss prevention
officer then confronted the girl.

Canton Police later arrested
her for retail fraud. Reports said
she was then released to a par-
ent and issued an April 24
appearance ticket 35th District
Court in Plymouth.

S ity?
Canton Police arrested a secu-
rity guard on duty at a home
construction site early Eriday
morning for possession of mari-
juana, according to reports.
A township officer was on rou-

* tine patrol at Central Park west

of Beck Road when he spotted a
parked vehicle. The officer found
the security guard asleep in the
car, reports said.

He knocked on the window to
talk to the man, who wasn't
identified in reports, and noticed
a smell of marijuana. Reports

. REC. 829 99 /ow.yd.
SAME DAY DELIVERY MON.-8AT.

e AR e}

39777 Grand River * Novi
(West of Hoggerty in the Pheasont Run Piaza)
. (248) 477-8600 FAX: 248-477-9306

for this being named George
Dodson Elementary,” Booher
said.

said the security guard offered
the officer a “joint.”

He was then arrested and
transported to Canton’s police
department. A background check
of the security guard revealed
two convictions for armed rept

bery and another for cocaine

possession.

The security guard must now
appear at 35th District Court in
Plymouth on April 25.

Equipment stolen

A citizen’s band radio and
skeet thrower were stolen from a
23-year-old Canton man’s car
early Friday morning, reports
said.

His 1973 Chevy was parked
near his home in the 8000 block
of Brook Park between 7 p.m.
March 23 and 7:30 a.m. Friday.

The items stolen were valued
at $114. Reports said the Canton
man had a diffieult time starting
the car because of wires that
were cut during the break-in.
Police have no suspects.

GREENVIEW
4 Step Fertilizer Program
100005 L bags -~ $ 99
Step 1 Crabicide Green 69
Step 3 2-Wag Green Power

8tep 3 Green Power

Step 4 Winter Geeen
$62.49 nx S

3600 104 » 3600 108 + 3600- 12 + 3600107

Geranium, Liatris, Hosta, irs, Toad Lily
, Ganden Phiox, Lit of the Valley, Fern
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Officials: Little
change likely

in cable

BY HEATHER NEEDHAM
STAFF WRITER
hneedham@oe.homecomm.net

Canton and Plymouth cable
customers, who have made their
payment checks out to Continen-
tal Cablevision, Ameritech and
MediaOne in recent years, might
begin making payment checks
out to Comcast by next year. |

Canton, Plymouth, Plymouth
Township and Northville cable
customers are currently serviced
by two cable companies -
MediaOne and Ameritech.

That could change with tele-
phone giant and cable provider
AT&T last year winning a bid-
ding war against Comcast to buy
MediaOne for $60 billion.

Bill Black, director of public
affairs for Comcast, said AT&T
has written a letter of intent
stating that they would transfer
MediaOne properties to Comcast
in a trade. The deal would likely
take effect by the year’s end.

“We're not sure when a defini-
tive agreement will be signed,”
Black said.

If Comcast does acquire the
AT&T cable properties, services
should not be affected.

“Comcast will be offering the

High school
planned for

The Plymouth Canton High
School Senate and Plymouth
Salem High School Congress will
hold & book drive to collect’ new
or gently used children’s books
for deserving schools.

Students will be collecting

same services in (MediaOne) ser-
vice areas,” Black said. Plans are
to begin offering high-speed
Internet access to downtown
Detroit customers by this sum-
mer,

Cable rates should not be
affected by the change, either, he
said. “Normally a transfer of
ownership does not have an
effect on rates.”

Paula Peters, corporate com-
munications manager with
MediaOne, declined to comment
specifically about the potential
Comcast deal.

“We have nothing to say yet,”
Peters said. “We haven’t been
told that a merger is going to
happen.”

The proposed trade with
AT&T is part of an effort to cre-
ate big regional clusters -
including a large one in Michi-
gan.,

Comcast could more than dou-
ble its customer base in the deal
and end up controlling 48 per-
cent of Michigan's cable systems.

Patricia Andrews Keenan,
spokeswoman for AT&T’s
regional office in Chicago,
referred comment to both
MediaOne and Comcast.

book drive
April 3-14

every second-hour class from_
April 3-14. The program is being
promoted in honor of National
Reading Month/National Library
Week. All colleeted books will be
donated to an elementary and
middle school in Detroit.

Canton man is winner

Daniel Tanielian, 52, of Can-
ton, won $800 plus the $250
Confetti Cash bonus from the
Michigan State Lottery.

Tanielian, a machine repair-
man at Ford Motor Co. in

Wixom, said he has always
enjoyed sending in lottery
entries and believed he would
one day be a contestant on the
show,

frish spirit: K
Michelle
Webb, 9,
right,
paints a
“Pot O
Gold” on
the cheek
of Ally
Tenbroeck,
6%

5 ‘ STaFr PHOT0S BY PAUL HURSCEMANN
Musical number: Girls in Brownie Troop 1572 pose
for a group photo for their parents following their
song during a Girl Scout Thinking Day celebration
at Hoben School. In the photo at left, Sarah Lim-
bach (left) and Allie Carter, both 6, wait and smile
after finishing their group’s activity.

Thoughtful
Brownies, scouts
bond at Hoben

embers of Brownie Troop 1572 got
Mtogether for a Girl Scout Thinking

Day celebration at Hoben School ear-
lier this month

About 100 Girl-Scouts and Brownies from
kindergarten through sixth grade, respec-
tively, and their families enjeyed the event.

Thinking Day recognizes Lord Bayden
Powell and his sister who founded the Boy
Scouts and the original Girl Guides of Eng-
land, and the birthday of the the Girl Scouts
in the United States.

The event is actually a day where the girls
think about scouts around the world, and the
celebration gives thém an opportunity to pre-
sent a taste of the cultures in other countries
through food, costume, music¢ and dance

Ticket deadline is Sunday

for annual author luncheon

The deadline to order tickets
for the annual Book and Author
Luncheon hosted by the Friends
of the Canton, Plymouth, Novi
and Northville libraries is Sun-
day.

Author and Detroit News
columnist. George Cantor will be
the guest speaker for this year’s
luncheon, which is Thursday,
April 13, at the Fox Hills Coun-
try Club in Plymouth Township.

Cantor’s most recent book,
“Bad Guys in North America,”
will be available, as will several
travel books written by Cantor.

Cantor has been a sports writ-

R T T e R A O R S S AR ST 2
& LIBRARY FRIENDS

er, travel writer editorial writer
and columnist at the Detroit
Free Press and News for more
than three decades.

Tickets are $20 each and are
available at all four libraries or
may be ordered by mail
addressed to the Friends of the
Plymouth Library, 223 8. Main
Street, Plymouth 48170. Enclose
a ﬁtamp.ed, self-addressed enve-
lope. The order deadline is Sun-
day, April 2.

. Seating for the 14th annual
luncheon starts at 11:30 am. A
cash bar will be available.

Previous luncheon speakers
have included Judith Guest,
Mort Crim, Neal Shine, Jack
Driscoll, S.K. Wolf and Ryan
Langan.

Proceeds from the event will
be shared by the four sponsoring

F“W’M
for the benefit of their respective

libraries.

lIlllllIIIlIlllIIIIllI-IllllllllllIll-IlIIIIIlllllIIllllII-IIIIllIIlIllllIllIIIlllIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII-IIII

Did you know?
® Daylight Saving Time

begins at 2 a.m. on Sunday,
April 2? Be sure to turn your
clocks forward one hour

8@ John Ford shot the outlaw
Jessie James in the back on
April 3, 18827

B In 1960, the film “Ben Hur”
won 10 Oscars?

® Hyman Lipman patented
the first pencil with the eraser
top in 18587

B April is Home Improvement
Month? 3

8 In 1848, the Massachusetts
Jegislature passed legislation
enabling Boston to levy a tax for
a public library? This created the
funding model for all public
libraries in the U.S

Construction update

The steel has been delivered
and placement of the exteror
walls has begun. Visit the pro
posed floor plan and our photo
album of the expansion at our
Web site
www. metronet hib. mi us/can-
ton/updates/index html

Web Watch
Check out these Web sites
B www.intelihealth.com
B www.mountvernon.org
| |
www everythingforparents com
8 www reflect.com
B www . 2glow.com

Q&A

Q: Who was Calvin Graham?

A: The boy who became known
as the “baby vet” during World
War II, Calvin Graham enlisted
in the Navy at the age of 12. As
a gunner on the USS South
Dakota, he was struck by shrap-
nel during the battle of Guadal-
canal in 1942 but still helped
pull fellow e¢rew members to
safety. The Navy gave Graham a
dishonorable discharge, revoked
his disability benefits and
stripped him of his decorations
including a Purple Heart and
Bronze Star, after discovering
“his age. Some 46 years later,
through congressional efforts, he
was granted an honorable dis
charge and won back a]l but the
Purple Heart

The source for this information
is “Chase’s 2000 Calendar of
Events.”

Tasteful mysteries

Here are some whodunnits in
which food (or beverage) plays a
central role

B “The Butter Did It" by
Phillis Richman

B “The Cornbread Killer™ hy

Lou Jan Temple

8 “A Quiche Before Dying” by
Jill Churchill

® “Mint Julep Murders” by
Carolyn G. Hart

B “Silence of the Hams" by Jill
Churchill

Good reads

Here are some books that are
classic page-turners

B “The Select” by F. Paul Wil
son

8 “The Shining” by Stephen
King

B “Stranger 1n a Strange
Land” by Rebert Heinlein

B “Watership Down™ by
Richard Adams

B “To Kill a Mockingbird™ by
Harper Lee

Hot topic of the week

@ Star struck? Though the
library can’t offer you the video
versions of the Academy Award
nominees for best picture yet
the library does have previous
Academy Award-winning films
on video. Also on library shelves
film reviews, film star, biogra
phies, Oscar telecast information
and Web page connections to
your favorite films and the
Academy Awards. Come in and
“check out” a classic’

@ the Canton Library 1s com
piled by Laura Dorog: of the
library staff. The library 1s at
1200 S. Canton Center For more
information about library pro
grams and ser 197

0999

Bunny Hops out
at 12 noon

AMAZING MARLO
MAGIC SJHOW

(& Showtimes: On Stage
; 12,2 & 4 pm

WONDERLAND

The Who What Why When Where Mall

Hours: Monday -Saturday 10 - 9, Sunday 11 - 6
Plymouth & Middlebelt Roads, Livonia 134-522-4100
www.newwonderlandmall.com
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MUA ﬁ';)m page Al

million gallons per day. WTUA's
flows are expected to rise well
beyond that capacity within five
years. . :

The local authority has been
left with the options of helping
Ypsilanti expand or build its

29219 W. 6 Mile
at Middlebelt in Livonia

734-466-9722

Monday - Friday 10-6 p.m.

o SPRING MATINEES!

TURDAY & SUNDAY 1AM
DUDLEY DO RIGHT (PG)

WUPPETS FROM SPACE (G) "¢

bl 1:00, 3:00, 5:00
© ROMED MUST DIE (R)
Ll 12:45, 3:00, 5:10, 7:20, 8:30

ITH GATE (ﬁ) roo 5:50
semmrerenmeeree-COUPON
ONE FREE 4602 POPCORN
(MEASURED N VOLUME NOT WEIGHT)

by Steve Mansfield

SOME FREESIA ADVICE

Freesias may well rank
foremost among the least-
known, best-loved flowers in
the florist's shop. This delicate
and beautiful trumpet-shaped
flower arranges itself in a
series of blooms at the end of
a gently curving.stem. The
flowers open in sequence in
colors ranging from white,
yeflow, and orange to pink,
red, and purple. And as if the
paper-like delicacy of its petals
were not enough, freesia has a
heady scent that makes it a
favorite for wedding bouquets.
Freesias look absolutely lovely
il same-flower arrangements,
or they combine beautifuilly
with other flowers to add a
rémantic quality to mixed
bbuquets. If you are not
already acquainted with
freesia, be sure to familiarize
yburself with its beauty.

{Calling all nature lovers! Gat
all the sights and scents &f
with. a uniquely uplifting

of flewers arranged by the
fofessiofial designers &t
S FLOWERS & GIFTS.

‘re looking forta
Eo@ nwmma
! ,vlmmat”S%

r Arbor Trail, Plymouth. 1
ange worldwide wire
sérvice, call 453-5140. Your
satisfaction is always assured.

HINT: Choose freesia stems
with at least one flower open
and three or four others

.-

own treatment facility,

In September, WTUA voted
for the later at a cost of about
$130 million. But those plans
were put on holg late last fall for
a last-diteh negotiation effort
with Ypsilanti.

Talks have been on-going
since. After several months of
little progress, the two sides
began moving closer together in
late January.

“I think they finally realized
that we're their biggest cus-
tomer,” Faas said. “If we go
away and do our own plant, it
wouldn’t be a good thing for
them.”

He told WTUA board members
Monday that a deal was nearly
complete. The board may vote on

think they finally realized that we're their

| & ‘
biggest customer.
plant, it wouldn

If we go away and do our own
't be a good thing for them.’

~Tim Faas,
WTUA_operations manager

a tentative agreement next
week, he added.

From there, final terms would
be drawn up and each town-
ship’s board would have to
approve it. If all goes as
planned, Faas said, design work
for the project would begin in
July. The agreement would vir-
tually cement the authorities’
relationship, he added.

“Once we do this,” said Faas,

Your babies, our duckies, what could be cuter?
SPRING PORTRAITS

SAVE NOW ON FINE QUALI
FOR EVERY ROOM IN YOUR HOME.

" Spruce up your dining room with a new dining set. Or find a comfortable new place to
relax from our bedroom and living room collections. Thomasville's Spring Fling rebate is
a special incentive to celebrate the joy of the season with new furnishingsfor your home.

Gz NOW 10% OFF

Y

Thomasuille

PAY THE LOWEST PRICE GUARANTEED AND
RECEIVE 6 MONTHS SAME AS CASH.

wpromd crede

HOME FURNISHINGS

“it’s going to be hard to get out
of. This is a big commitment for
everyone.”

The deal includes:

B.A voice in YCUA business
affairs. While the townships
wouldn’t have a vote on the
autherity’s board, “contractual
mechanisms” would give them a
measure of control over expan-
sion and operational costs, Faas
said.

“With composting, for exam-
ple, it wauldn't happen without
significant input from us,” he
commented. “We would have a
say in any decision that affects
costs of operation, maintehance
and capital.”

B The addition of a 17-million-
gallon per day treatment facili-
ty. The building would sit adja-
cent to the current plant on
YCUA'’s 50-acre parcel in Ypsi-
lanti Township.

It will cost approximately
$110 million to construct, said
Faas. WTUA would be responsi-
ble for $80 million and YCUA
the remaining portion, he added.

@ The townships would
receive one million gallons of
temporary space from YCUA in

its current plant. The additional
capacity would handle any
excess flows until the new faciki-
ty is built, Faas said.

WTUA would have about 25
million gallons worth of total
capacity when the project was
complete, said Faas. If projec-
tions hold true, he said that
would satisfy the townships’
needs. for the next 20:'to 30
years. The deal would also give
WTUA the right to help in any
further expansions, Faas said.

Yack said WTUA never want-
ed to build and operate its own
waste water plant. He said there
will be economy of scales by hav-
ing all facilities together.

“They run a good plant,” Yack
added. ;

Bad Frog ;...

started, however. Canton Super-
visor Tom Yack said the town-
ship didn't hear from Bad Frog
owners after they received plan-
ning approvals in 1998, ;

Neither he nor trustees were
thrilled when the project
changed from a family dinning
concept with Happy Days to Bad
Frog.

“The board felt a bit deceived
about the development,” Yack
added.

Revoking Bad Frog's liquor
license would allow for a new
project within the township.

“This is our attempt to bring
to the liquor control commis-
sion’s attention that they’re not

worth a (license) extension,” said
Yack.

The commercial area is bor-
dered by Michigan, Geddes and
Canton Center. First Federal
Bank, Dunkin’ Donuts/Baskin
Robbins and Metro Power Sports
are located near the site.

Moore said his association
isn’t against an additional busi-
ness moving in.

“But we need a business that
doesn't serve alcohol until 2 a.m.
in the morning,” he commented.
“We want something that allows
its neighbors not to hear loud
voices and cars late at night.”

Along with Bad Frog, trustees
recommended that a liquor

Relal from page Al

license for Whirlyball, Canton
Township, also be revoked.

The facility was to be located
on the north side of Warren,
between Haggerty and [-275,
Whirlyball is a recreational
game likened to playing basket-
ball, jai-alai and hockey while
driving bumper cars.

The company has three other
Whirlyball locations in West
Bloomfield, Clinton Township
and Rochester.

A two-court, 4,000-square-foot
facility was to include two party
rooms, a lounge area and full
kitchen.

which encourages regular mam-

mograms to screen for breast

cancer.
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Children’s author started young

B ‘It takes a lot of dedication and perseverance,
and rejection is always part of the process, even

BY LAURIE HUMPHREY
STAFF
Ihumphrey@oe homecomm.net

When the neighborhood chil-
dren were playing hide-n-go-
seek, Lisa Wroble was playing
Dr. Seuss. '

“I read a lot when I was a kid,
and I didn't want the books to
end. So, I would write continu-
ing chaptérs,” said Wroble, a
full-time children's author and
part-time librarian in Redford
Township. Now 36, she is look-
ing back to her first experience
at authorship, before the age of
10.

Unlike Dr. Seuss however,
Wroble targets her writing te
students in upper-elementary
through middle school. Addition-
ally, most of her work is non-fic-
tion.

She said she prefers writing
non-fiction first and foremeost
because of the preparation.

“I have an opportunity to learn
all these new things,” said the
Eastern Michigan University
graduate, “and if you want to
write, you need to keep learn-
ing.” That would explain why
she took an 18-month correspon-
dence course in publishing while
attending EMU as a Language
Arts major. She minored in chil-
dren's literature.

“When 1 got into college, 1
knew. I wanted to get into pub-
lishing, but there really was no
opportunity at Eastern,” she
said. “My dad found this corre-
spondence class in a magazine
through the Institute of Chil-
dren’s Literature in Connecti-
cut.”

After she checked out the
legitimacy of the class and the
company, she enrolled

“It helped me a lot,” she said
Among other things, the corre-
spondence course showed her
how to reach editors and how to
get her things published.

“I'm constantly writing letters
to editors and improving my
craft,” she said. “It takes a lot of
dedication and perseverance,
and rejection is always part of
the process, even for known
writers.”

Second reason

The second reason she prefers
writing non-fiction is because it
allows her more freedom in word
c¢hoice. Children’s authors have
to write to a younger audience,
and while it may not sound that
difficult to write for youth, she
argues that it is challenging

“Children are influenced easi-

ly, so you haye to be cautious of

what you are saying or writing,”
she said, “especially in fiction,
where the reader will model
himself after the character.”

While the author is selecting
words and topics which cannot
be misinterpreted or too sugges-
tive, authors have to also make
sure the meaning is clear

“It’s difficult to explain con-
cepts 1n very simple terms. At
the same time, it can't be conde-
scending,” she said. This 1s one
reason why it may take an
author one vear to write one

book

Success story

To date, Wroble has 11 books
in print and two on the way
Three are currently out of print,
or collectors items

The Plymouth resident got her
first break in 1989 at 26 years
old. She had two pieces pub
lished in two separate 15
“Touch Magazine,”
publication out of Grand Rapids

It would be another two years

sues of

a religious

before her next article was pub
lished. It would be another eight
years before she published her
first book

“At that time
ing full-time, so I started looking
for other jobs 1 could do, which
wouldn't be as draining.”™ she
said

The public re
turned technical writer took a
job as a secretary for a constru
tion comipany, working
a week. That was still too much
for her when combine
35 hours of freelance writing. S
in the fall of 1996, she becams
youth Redford
Tuwns.‘np

“If you want to de
you have to give up a
said
friends night-out have to be sa
rificed, at least in ti

“My friends are very support
ive. They still invite me
though 1 don't always go. she
gaid. “But there 1s still time for
fun.” she added

It is all about
according to the Plymouth

| was still work

lations execullve

d with the

libraman
this (w

lot.™ she

e beginning

out evel

Salem High School graduate
*You will find the time if ¥
want to do it,” she sawdl

She gives this advice
dents 1n her creative

class through Plymouth {

Stability money ind

prioritizing

for known writers.’

— Lisa Wroble

nity Education. She also encour-
ages them to read as much as
they can, both on the industry
and the books for their target
market; to take a class on writ-
ing; and to never give up.

Aspirations ;

Wroble continues to set goals
for herself in light of her success.
Short term, she would like to go

back to some fiction pieces she
started many years ago. This
summer, she will also become an
instructor for the Institute of
Children’s Literature in Con-
necticut. She will instruct for the
course via her home computer.
Long term, she waould like to
complete a librarian-teacher
type manual which can add
excitement to history lessons.

“l want to make the history
come alive for the students,” she
said. “Maybe in a year or so (I'll
write it.)”

Wroble admits she has a soft
spot for historical pieces so it
shouldn’'t be a surprise that her
favorite work is “Kids During
the Great Depression.” It was
part of a six-book series that she
had three months to write in
1997. Since then, five books have
been added to the series entitled
“Kids Throughout History.”

“It's like that,” she said,
“gither you have all kinds of pro-
jects going on at once or you're
wondering when the next proj
will come along.”

STAPY PHOTO BY BEYAN MITCHELL
Author and librarian Lisa Wroble, of Plymouth, reads
to children at the Redford Township Library.

| | electronic
gift card

y

toct o
periect g
Available a
er Service

from'5 00 and up

at all parisian locations
saturday, april 1, 2000

doors open at 8:00 am!
friday, ma[ch 31, 9:00 am to 5:00 pm at Eariéian downtown birmingham.

tickets are just $5, available at the store.
children 12 and under get in free. all ticket

sales benefit your local schools.

present your ticket to

I

save 20% on all purchases

including already low One Day Sale prices.

plus enter to win door prizes

*Excludes Brighton, cosmetics, fragrances, gift certificates, great buys, special events
and watches in fine jewelry. May not be used in conjunction with any other coupons

00.00
11\

Sorry, we can make price adiustments 10 previously purchased merchandise
CALL 1-800-424-8188 TO ORDER ANYTIME. STORE MOURS: | aurel Park Place open Sun

A\

126 Mon -Sat 10-9

FOR INFORMATION call 953-7500 CHARGE IT: Parsan Credit Card. MasterCard. Visa, the Amencan Express® Card or Discover®
Locntonuuumwummmmmmwmmmmmmummmmmzm

15% off

your first day's
purchases when
Pansian credtt card
See an assocate
for details







